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Can You Believe in a Personal God?
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woman. The anguish of the tragedy was
expressed on a gard left with fl%ver)é out-
side the children’s school. It carried one
word, “WHY?” In Fnswer the minister of
Dur]blane Cathedral said: “There caﬂ be no
explanation. We cannot answer why  this
should have happened.”

Later the same year, a fob)vular oung
Churen ofEn land cle mn gutally
killed. TheC urch T| sreporte that a

stunned congregahon heard the archdeacon

o&l)_rlve 0ol segalé r?g Ohammerm% at G o s
wjth questions of w

cleric also h(ad no words of gomfor){ from a

personal God.

What, then, are we to beheve’? It is ratio-
nal to believe in a personal God. It is_the
key to answering the comBelhn uestions
raised above. WE invite you to consider the
evidence presented in th foIIowmg article.

Know Jehovah
The Personal God

Dr. Radhakrish anofln

OMPARI G the Hindu concerﬁt of
Cre? with e o ot T SStes o

jon,
dia gbserves “The.God of Hebrews is

erentt e
hlstorg hnte este mt e chan es an
chanc s of this developm%vvvord elIsa
Being who communicates with us.

The Hebrew name for the Gad of the Bi-
ble is mrr, commonly translated “Jehovan.
He transcends aII other gods. What do we
knovv about him? How diche deal with men

n Bible times?

Jehovah and Moses “Face to Face”
“Face to face” jntimacy existed between
Jehovah and his serva\nt Moses, even
gh Moses goulg not dteray ee Gﬁd
Dey eronomy Exoqus ﬁ3 20) |
et 0 e RS Bl
W V
He turned his back on his ?fe as a r%y%
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ber of Pharaoh’s housenold, choosmg to be
ill-treated with the people of

rews 11:25) As a result, Jehovah gave o
ea many special privileges.

e s ersonal and active Is a ‘member of Pharaoh’s household,

“Moses was [nstructed in all the wisdom
of the Eqyptians.” (Acts 7:22) But to lead
the natiort of Israel, he also peeded to cul-
tivate the qualities of humility, patience
and meekness Th|s he did_during his 0
)iears as a shepherd in Midian. ‘xo s 2
5-22; Numbers 12:3) Jehoyah, al hourgh re-
maining Invisible, reveaIed hlmself and
purpose to Moses, and through ang esGod
entrusted the Ten Comman ments to him.
EExodus 31-10: 19:3-20:20: Acts 7:53; He-
rews 11 21) The B|bIe tells ys that “Jeho-
vah spo eto Moses ace to face, Just asa
manwou d speak to his fellow.” (iExqgus
11) Indeed, Jehovah himself said: “Mouth
fomouth I'speak to him.”What a precious,



rsonal relationship Mases en ith
E% rnvatsrb?e but per%onal GodIJ umbers

In addition 50 the earlg gorv of the
natjon ¢ Isrﬁ Mosesrcor d the Law
code with al| its rami rcatrons He was
also entrusted With anot er t?“ ee%s [Iv-
Ilege—that of wrrtrnd ene-
srs The latter arto that boo Was his-
% accurett}te known twrt| In hrst own
amily and therefore relatively eas ore
cord ut?rom where drd'i oss ethe e-
tarlso man’s earliest r&tor]y Possr
ble that Moses ossesse crent w tten
documents, preserved by his forerathers, to
use as source material. On the other hand
he could have recejved details through oral
transmission or directly by divine Tevela-
tion from ehovah ever nti Imen of all
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Jehovah— EIrjahs Personal God

The ro hetErah also knew Jehova as
a ersona é‘; ja was zealous for pure
worsh tan sterved Jehtovah des rte eom
In arget of qrea are n 0pposi
tron rorR ﬂe Worghr ers oL aal th epghre
do oft e Canaanité pantheon.—1 Kings

Ahab Krn of Ifrae ﬁnd his wife Jerz]e
souaht fo k Fearing for his
?e Elrggh fled to Beet sheba, Wegst of the
ead Sea. There he wandered into the wil-
erness an prgge to qle. 1Krr\rl%s 19148
ad Jehovah abandoned Elijah? Was He n
ga%r rnterested rn hrs farthful servant
have thought so, ut| ron

1e was ater eo ah 3/
’rm askrnﬁ “What 15 Iness ere
h?" A er a ramat)c demonstratron of
su ernatura power, “there was a voice for

and 'tapur? Geedd 10y o hl? foaain
" orfeesrtetd s pefsorg et In
hrnt i
ofed i rhthrur?J e i assrg
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his person
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FoIIowrng e
Israel, JehOvah no ongersoegers&r
ly to hrs servants on earth
ean that his gersona}lr terest Inthem e]
waned. By means of é) Irit, e stil
directed and strength ene em in his ser-
ICe. Tla . for ex mge the apostle Paul,
ormerly known as S

Paul’s Drrectron by Holy Spirit

Saul came from Tarsus, a prominent city
of Cilicia. Hrsgarentswere ebrews ut he
was born a Roman citizen, Saul’s g nng
rng OWEVEr, Was accordrn? to the strict
te ets of the Pharrsees L ater, rn Jerusa

e had teo ortunrt to e educat-
ed atte eeto amaliel.” a ﬁ)romrnent
teacher of the Law—Acts 22:3,

On acco(tint of auLs mis urded zeal er

Jewish tradition ecam t
grrgug carensﬂar%n]drrected aga tt e ?dﬁ

rist. He even approved the
mur erofSte hen the f rrstCh?Pstran mar-
h (Acts 7:58-60; 8:1.3 )Lat rhe mrtted
that aJthouegh he was tormer
er an secutor and an nso man
he} Was s own mercv
ignarant and acted with a
—1 Timothy 1:1
Saul was moﬁrvated by a

enuine desrre
tﬂ serve God. Fo Iowrng J%%

ressin

erqa to Damascu
might Z Ananias, ar ear] rrstrandrscr
ple; was directed by the risen Chrrst to help
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him. Thereafter Paul &the Roman name
hSau eame nown Sofl hrig-

tian Waso ol Hova ? Prrrt
to accomplis on§ an frurtuI in str}/
throughout pazrts 0 Eur%oe and Asia M

nor.—Acts 13
Can the same drrectron by holy spirit be
identified today? Yes, it can.

t0 Jehovaﬂ Igersonafl Interest
Jos gh F Rcherfor was the second
resigent of the Watc Tower Socret

e Was bagtrzed in 1906 as% -
dent—the esrgnatr n Jehova sWrtH %s-
esweret en known —was ao ointed t

greto legal counsél the following year,

Feli

ime this you
j‘tEIS How did he Bey omegsur\:/hya motivat-

Christian servant of Jehovah?

In July 1913 Rutherford served as charr
man of an Tnternat |ona]l Bible Studentfs 3
soclation convention ?rrng le
Massachusetts, US.A. Areporte from the
local gewsoa r,
Vigwe herford, and the account was
re%rrnted In the souvenir report of that

convention.

Rutherford e rTolarned that at the time
he p anne to arr% his reIr 10US VIEWS
were those of the. Baptist denomination,
but those of his wife-t0-be were Presh te-
rign. When Ruth rf?r 'S pastor said A
sewas 9orn to hell |r% riause she

not een mmerse aé %orn
traig to heaven ec use heh een.
5grrca mrn revolted and he became an

ttook utherf%rd eral IS ofcare
fu researc {0 re |I§ s T (ﬁ Inap

sonal. God. He wor rom
premise t at “that which cannot satisfy the
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2 Timothy 316, 17.
Yes It1s ﬁossrble even tﬂ ?}’ for an athe-
h o({ stic t searo the Scriptures,
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otac cor ngtotesrrr of the an
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The helief was one nafural § or human
mind and common to all men. hrsdoesnot
mean, 0 ?urse that all men at th iat time
were Go errng Far ‘rﬁ mit, ? 141
and 53:1 bo ntion “the senseless on%
o as the King %mes eﬁsron saﬁ “the
who has said In his heart, “There Is

no Jehovah
What krnof]of gerson Is this fo f the man
who, flenies IStence 0 Go not
Intellectualfy ignorant. Ratner, the rew
word na-v ints to a moral defi cren%/
[0 efo . Driver, In |snte? to Trie
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From The Holy Bible by J. Baskett, Oxford
An 1 8th-centuryengraving that depicts
Moses writing Genesis 1:1 under inspiration

The psalmist ﬁoes onto describe the mor-
al breakdown that is a result of such an
attitude: “They have acted ruinously, they
have acted détestably in their dealmg
There is o one doing"good.” (Psalm 14

Dr. Hastings sums uP “Counting on this
absence of God from the world and on im-
punity, men become corrupt and do abom-

inable deeds They. ogen ny embrace ungod-
b T o U
a%le But sugh thinking |s as fOO?ISh and
senseless today as it was when the psalm-
ISt wrote his words over 3,000 years ago.

Warnings From Our Personal God
Let us now return to the questions raised
in our opening article. \Why are so many
peoRIe unable to reconcile & personal God
Wetrldthe suffering that pervades today’s
The Bible contains written information
from men who sBoke from God as they
were borne along by holy spirit.” (2 Peter
1:21) It alone revéalsto us the personal God,
Jehovah. |t also warns us about an evil per-
son iy, mvmb(!e to men, who 1S powerful
Irecting an controlllng uman think-
—Satan the Devil, Logically, it we have
no elief in a personal Gad, how can we be-
IS|e\t/e that there is also a personal Devil, or
atan?
Under inspiratjon the apostle John
wrote: “The one called Devil and Satan
is mis|eading the entire inhabited. earth.”
&Revelanon 129) Later_John said: “We
now we orlgmate with God, but the whole
world is ;ﬂn%mt e power of the wicked
one. glJo 19) These statements reflect
the words ofJesus which words John him-
self recorded in his Gospel: “The ruler of
the world is coming. And"he has no hold on
T v emole s Soi | feachi
ow remote this Scriptural teaching is
fromwhat 0 [Ie now[)eheve ﬁ< %
Devil s dis nctlyunfasmonabetoda Our
sceptlca and scehtl IC age nas Peng loned
ff Satan,” says the Catholic Herald. Yet
Jesus forcefiilty said to those men who had
murderous Intent toward him: “You are
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Jesus Christ overpowered the demons many times

from your father the Devil, and you wish to
dothé desires of your father,"—John 8:44,
The Bible’s explanation of Satan’s power
makes sense. It clarifies why, despite the
desire of the major|t¥ of people o live in
eace and harmany, the world is p,Iagued
ith hatred, wars, and sepseless violence
as demonstrated at Dunblane_(mentjoned
on pages 3 and 4). Moreover, Satan Is not
a [oné_enemy with whom we must con-
tend. The Bible gives additional warnings
concerning devils, or demons—uicked spir-
It_creatures who long ago joined forces
with Satan to misledd and” abuse man-
kind. (Jude 6) Jesus Christ faced the pow-

8 the Watchtower— O ctober i, 1997

er of these spirits many times, and he was
able to ovgrgower them.—Matthew 12:22-

24: Luke 9:37-43.

The true God, Jehovah, has purposed to
cleanse this earth of wickedness and final-
Ig/ stamp out the activities of hoth Satan

nd his demons. Based on our _knowledpe of
Jehavah, we can have firm faith and frust
In his promises. He says: “Before me there
was no God formed, and after me there con-
tinued to he none. I— am Jehovah, and be-
sides me there is no savior.” Jehovah truly
15 8 personal God to all who know, worship,
and serve him. We can look to him, and him
alone, for our salvation.—Isaiah 43:10, 11,



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Overcoming Challenges in "the Land of the Unexpected"

THE apostle Paul asked first-century Christians in
Corinth: "If the trumpet sounds an indistinct call,
who will get ready for battle? In the same way
also, unless you through the tongue utter speech
easily understood, how will it be known what is
being spoken?"— 1 Corinthians 14:8, 9.

In Papua New Guinea, sometimes called the
Land of the Unexpected, Jehovah's Witnesses en-
counter daunting obstacles in sounding forth the
clear message of the Bible. They preach to peo-
ple who speak over 700 different languages and
who have a wide variety of customs. The Witness-
es also contend with mountainous terrain, a lack
of roads, and increasing crime. Besides all these
difficulties, there is opposition from certain re-
ligious groups and, at times, even from school
officials.

Nevertheless, good spiritual instruction and a
growing library of Bible study aids in local lan-
guages are equipping the Witnesses to convey the
good news as a distinct trumpet call. Often the re-
sponse is positive, as the following reports show:

« At the start of a new school year, a teacher
wanted to know why the children of Jehovah's
Witnesses do not salute the flag or sing the nation-
al anthem. He directed his question to Maiola, a
13-year-old student who is a baptized Witness.
Maiola gave a clear, Scripturally based explana-
tion. The teacher accepted her reasoning since
it was from the Bible. Her explanation was also
shared with the rest of the school staff.

Later, when the students were assigned to write
essays, Maiola chose the subject of the Trinity.
Her essay received the highest marks in the class,
and the teacher asked her where she had found
the information. She showed him the book You
Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth in the En-
glish language. The teacher proceeded to present
the book to the entire class, and many wanted a
copy of their own. The next day, Maiola placed

14 books and 7 magazines with her schoolmates,
and she started Bible studies with three of them.
Maiola's goal is to become a full-time minister.

* An isolated group of Jehovah's Witnesses in
a coastal village near Port Moresby has faced
opposition since the early 1970's. Recently, how-
ever, they received help from an unexpected
source. The bishop of the United Church there, a
native of Papua New Guinea who was educat-
ed overseas, invited questions from the audience
at church one day. A man inquired: "There are
two religions in our village— the United Church
and Jehovah's Witnesses. What should we do
when the Witnesses come to our door?" After a
long pause, the bishop replied: "You know, | really
don't know what to tell you. Recently, two young
Witnesses came to my door. They asked me a
question, and with all my university training, |
didn't know the answer. But they easily gave me
the answer from the Bible. So I'm not going to tell
you what to do— I'll leave it up to you. You don't
have to listen if you don't want to, but don't be vi-
olent with them."

A traveling representative of the Watch Tower
Society who later visited this group of Witnesses
reported: "Almost everyone in the village listened
to the Witnesses when they went preaching. Some
even invited them into their homes. It is a paradise
for preaching now."
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The Word of God
ENDURES FOREVER

‘As  for  theword ofour God, it will last to time indefinite. "—ISAIAH 40:8

UMANS are Prone ut helrtrust ||| | st {0 tme in eflnlte sglgh
omiges of p omm %ﬁ at |st at n urm ‘W ItIS
M[ ut no matter ow e s statement of hig ur Se. M e

these promises may seem fo pave that Word mwnt en form in
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saja ownt a?w oreto tha bec Se of grpss un

nessto & g on}

grem|a

Ire

r% IS greFrP %rp Sb an all thelr vmg etenEr
e,

has It ereg ut as for tﬁ th))ro[ our M Amos Iﬂhough theerrsecut
&00@ ﬁﬁihﬁ \}\? (?(1)e nt here ItS) S 0 va%%sogo%{r F 0\6&%} &I ,ﬁ fISWWhg}da}Elégrdglsn8ngngfé[rl1 nFSIdé{d
pare W he wor el and Judah
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ed, evi qulled Jehovan’s Goorgphets burnert endea vor ed fo des roytherns rreﬂwntrn S,
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ec are e, has roved to be.a tron an achl %}Nﬁ
(ﬁ at urpos moves |rr Sisti [y prsersm nr{esjteg t]wasrnt elr ear
an S esya ident] J themse ded

th ar va |onso oeesoteevr/nraer ee%gare tan an carr Ing outhrsw F—JoRnS
ol Z B S
cor

toce rt ecome m nr est
ZFuhth rmore, the hrstorrc 7Eff?rts tos er hes read of Bhble knowl-
t Eesgrvatron and tetrians tron also too ot er orms When Latin

0 the inspired Scriptures themse

Ves nave re out as neve geua%e It Was

been by vrne provrdence not J)aeganergre/rs kt ? an d Oréstrrla]r&s
50n more th n one oc asron ruIers have hrart]seatclgnlrr%on eopIFele 'Htgn gnf aoosctrrlsje
ssent against ﬂre authorrty of t he chureh,

%r) a) What pr eP romise, Hed bey [saiah are oé
l'interest to us zc\?y ou conyince
tﬁat ese things will d ome ass’ ﬁCWha&rrer;telnsseedefort vgaseanrr dectﬁr%%sat“r]%x
Even t o(m]orrgrna Ible man s(pgptsw re L griptres, ustc. D eh y

of preserved. howis it true that wor
[1 %S rts dre made to stifle the

a f. eff
L ey e G ah.grrp; ﬁ% R

ishing o
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Do We Really Know What the Bible Originally Said?

About 6,000 handwritten into 28 other languages. plete uncial manuscripts. The
Hebrew manuscripts attest to For the Christian Greek smallest number of complete
the contents of the Hebrew Scriptures, about 5,000 uncial manuscripts for any of
Scriptures. A few of these manuscripts in Greek have the books in this part of the
date back to the pre-Christian  been cataloged. One of these ~ Bible is three— for Revelation.
era. At least 19 extant manu-  has been dated as before One manuscript of the com-
scripts of the complete He- 125 C.E., thus just a few plete Christian Greek Scrip-
brew Scriptures date to the years after the time of origi- tures dates back to the fourth
period before the invention nal writing. And some frag- century CE.
of printing from movable ments are thought to date No other ancient litera-
type. In addition, from that considerably earlier. For 22 ture is confirmed by such a
same period, there exist of the 27 inspired books, flood of ancient documentary
translations that were made there are from 10 to 19 com- evidence.

the Roman Catholic Council of Toulouse hduc dto hah]e the Russian B| Ie Somei
France, in 1229 decreedthatala?{man could gace ungert e mana eme é)

not possess hooks of the Bible in the common the Russia Ort 0dox Churc

lan ua([;e The Inciulsmon Was used agrgres ich then effective resse ts 0p-

sively To enforce he decree. Yet aft erations. Later, Pavs Slate teH

o
ad translated the complete Bible and were

C|rcu atlng prlnted aations of it i some 2 té"mflt “tf ol e OftgtOd% CthfCh aﬁlso
languages; plus additional dialects, and ma- bransate he He rewt C?F{ Ures Trom Fie-
Jor por jons of it In another 16 tongues. [eW INto USS'E,“ Both of them were pun-

. _Ished for their efforts, an the|rtr nsI l0ns

Church that endeavored to keep the BI- ugs determme {0 keei‘) the Btble e o

ble from the common people. Early In the
19t century, Pavsky " Brofessory at the Patvpggﬁ Or)g 3&%@%% th%%”gﬁ SAé%S

St, Petershurg Academ IvInity, trans-

[ated the Go% el of t\/?etthew from Greek B%m kﬁ/ e(Pe COB?(?'%%S gnfOerFS ‘8 al
Into Russian. Other books of the Christian  prass é’h eg|-|o 4 ﬁ
Greek Scriptures were also translated |nto Hertaﬁe it Qwn's nogal t)(an

satlon d0|
Ru53|an and Pavsky served as editor. T ese with UIdehneS hat were carefull ﬁé&
Were ex enswelzdtsthbuted until b}/ eccle- to enguret at exPressm S used V\)euid con-
5|ast|cal maneuvering, in 1826 the czar was Ortrh] tjo cer%rcat\gﬁwszé mcnne%P
with dissemination 0
é‘h@htht&%tet?’th“sthh'ta&nhaéet%ttb”r? sion wa emg made e etvveente

ussia: Outward appearance o the religious eaders
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and their spirit,_as revealed by their words  support the struggle of the Maccabees.
ang act|onsp—2 T%essalomansym 4, ang |?\c/)éjrrz EacoenS I vgcgtem aﬁxm atrrleaéntl?sen
Sa eg%lilﬁg Iggrthe Y(\)/ﬂrd ewgent aluded the w J m heaven, tg
9Amonq those who transP ed an g tF aetsgrthrgg e\l/yeo roneanegls %t hes \/\S/rle“g auno
the Scri res were mnwotru

tation from 1John ?}Z tIé)e(t%ert af ass

ool g put forth ear as put right int

EI\eltava| t ever \? rﬂ - D hanuschnt it Q Louis X @61043 in

?detgvr%saﬁna aval Ie ”r]w a[ Erance, auq rjzed Jacques Corbin to tr

Fra scodeeEnzmas S rlsoe ﬁte t? emto French mokd}r]too set
S| %n SN ? ; 1|\?ee|n0vr|tgwo Porr te]stanncl]su \evnsomeatte?(b ecl

Iatln an %bls %tla re ft‘j

Scn?ures er|s Pls 10I]erpo al*ons |Iol reference {0 ‘t

sacrifice of t eMas at Acts 13:2
Robert Mo ,n{ f%ﬂ,%gsg to 1818) e Ii Ige\t}\c/)(\)/raéwdd 00 revent s amering

At times. however. considerations o h norg an }'3 pur-
[b |ove for &Vog Word, in uen%ed E] EPeSﬁcestpoatl\/??uenCttsG%Irﬁ%IFnh& nédcaus %

o copyists ranslator (f
opatle [t il pg e gy
tem eI ol il tI ez & @ ”}’ﬁ] dncet%at houg the Samaritan religi
the te Peln erusalem ”3“ H}orto Falmed tog eve'the Pent teuc% (13
an inte Poa| n was made In’ the_Samarl- Jontoteachtetru i

gf al Exodus 201 The com- tof

tan Pentate ounte
Istortion of wording |
as %f art of the Decalogue i ot e e h’w}omf

asaé]
toaﬁmg far ot sone on %unt Be“ ?nglgttéetlme oretodthro%% Rgeﬁ)
e

ZIma ? er sacr flceds Per% 0
son who Tirst translate 0 niel. Furthermore, eyen ¢
lel f or% reek Septuagmt (?ok ||bert|es tua Int was In ise |nt ¢ first ggnturxf]e

were evidently accustomed to
tHat ﬁerﬁﬂoﬁrg' 98 HT n erte Stag%wgﬁég %the Scriptures %aa In He rew |n thelr

aln or
el {haﬁgeﬁ] “P ouf;Jeb”ﬂH agpac“t%%oﬁs et ndt ?u%”e(

0 e rewnear
fose U SO D
t] § rance gt amr? 242J tte fl t(:y t Acts 13 tov\}us
?T gtesta 8t|m erl andadefiE ? e Mass,. these ntOt Chaw
e oy iR
W AVIEWO TEFING TG PIOpAEty See gng age manuscrlgtso the Blb?e pro% |0es

ia %ﬁ% (?SO&]GFBIW H”? nslators demonstrate th@ d|s?1Wdld the Word of Go endu e|% |te
fo

examg es show thabt theﬁe were trans- onesty of som tra ators %J
rs w y Influences other much a C|e rgy uscrl thére to

than love for edod (5 0X.)

prove w at eon maYIy sald? See
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a means for checking the validity of any
translation.
]ZOtBer efforts to change the Scnptures
vove more thgn rewortling a few Verses,
se constituted an attc nthe identit
tetn#e God himself. T erynat re an
entof the ¢ anges ave clear evl eltceo
|n uence from a source more powerfyl than
any In |V|du man or huma or anlzatlon
{es Inf uenc nl dlehova sa t}nemy,
Satan't eDeV| Yielding to that in uence
translators altd co |sts—some ea%er dy
ers reIu?tant y—pegan to Femove S0
nNrsona Ha e, Jehovah, from hlf] |nsF|r
ord Ant ousand of places w e { ap-
Peare At an early date, some translations
niHe rew Into ézreek Latin, German,
%]ISh Ita an, and Dutch, among others,
omitted the |V|n name entlrelr rtetained
It Inon aew aces, twaSﬁsotaken out
of copies of the Christian Greek Scriptures.
éBYet that Ionous name Was not hlot-
ted out from uman memory. Translations

somé ﬁ‘h?j‘tréﬁé o8 IR0 et Tk
éS Wh d|dt eWIdEﬁ read effort to alfte&t g
t 00’s

lble not rsut n tting out 0
Pams from Fuman memory’

Do You Remember?

O What is "the word of our God" that
endures forever?

[0 What attempts have been made to
suppress the Bible, and with what
results?

[0 How has the integrity of the Bible
been safeguarded?

[0 How has God's statement of pur-
pose proved to be a living word?

14 THE WATCHTOWER- OCTOBER 1, 1997

of the Hebrew Scnpture3| 0 SPam h, Por-
tuguese German, English, French, and
others hnest mcluded Gods Eer
?na name. B&/t ? h century, th ePer on-
al name of God also ?an fo agtp ﬂatn
In varjous, Hebrew translations heC rs-
flan Greek cnRtures bcy the 18t centurgl
In German: 16th entury, mCroatln
and Eng |sh ven though people mtg ht trey
to push™God’s name Into"a corner, wh
hovah's day” arrives, thep, as God dec ares,
the natlop]s WA” have to know that | am J%
hovah at declared purpose of God will
not fall.—2 Peter 3:10: Ezekiel 38:23: Isaian
11:9; 55:11.

Messa%e Reaches Around the Globe
the awn% the 20th centu 9y the

Bible as aIread el g rinted
quages of Europé. It alérted Btbestudents
|nt tHﬁ) it of the word(sote actt at
-shakin evenswou comehyme

e eNtrle Times n 1

the d|d uke 21 43 Before 'the epoch-
ma mg}g/e r 1914 had run |tsco e, the BI-
eelh tewh?eorsome hooks of It, w %
gu lished in 157 [angua esofAfnca Ina
|t|on to the Wlde| Used Eng IS, French,
an ortn uefse lan h% Thils the founda-
|onwg? orte gsplntuall liberat-
Ing Bl Jrut S t0 hum e?neso he many
tribes and national groups living there.
BAs the world entered the oretold Iast
days, the Blbewas Wlde ava| abelnt §

er Cas. 1m rans Urope Na
I’OUQ%'[ It Wlm hem |n a %elrpvane

L

m anguages rlca was the
avalabfigy e

h I h
s 5 e, e e



ucallion was under wa ub |c lectures was glrea bemg ub
and Inten |veéi IStrl utlon Biple |iter- ﬁ]z uenfescharacenst htparto

ton(r1ues An extenswe pro%am of Blble ed- A3|a ;nd the |slands gfthe Pacific ﬁ atthew
ure published by the Internatlona BlI- ome were com
sg LP&]ents as Je)nova kulesses Were  Werg trans athons of P

e Bib ?es man
eCn |sHa tr X

|< \g dltlona Enntln Criptyres:. otners were a single book of the

Wasareﬁ being done |3 ocieties  Sacred Scriptures.

H57 qt qﬁ%%s to Till the needs o 7 Clearn¥ the B|b|e snote dnnn asa

the native-porn inhabitants of the Western mere museu d'ﬂ)la}/n t P

Hemls here. Istence, 1t was the mast vine trans ated

When the ti #ne ar[)lved fﬂ global and mostexten]swel g IStr ]L hook. Con-

Jn ng of the dood news before ‘the &nd S|ﬁtent with t telﬁnceo vine favor,
e the e Was no newcomer to ~ what was recon?ed In that l%ookwas Bomm
o (Iiﬂo what extent had the Bible De- |0waesrS ko aegwlrﬁ? ilstlngS b oarfl%hoe
come avd t rve 0 a
|veso eople In many lands. (L Peter 1:24
preachin ur?brj %r%q]\?es&hl%nﬁ'@ﬁtgfl Ev 8kg3e 25 But mofe was 0 Come—much e

LOYALLY UPHOLDING
"‘God Sinspired Word

“We have renounced the underhanded Ahlngs ofwhich to be ashamed,
not walking with cunning, neither adultérating the word of God.
—2 CORINTHIANS 4:2.

time of s royal presence and.the con- servealltet Inas | have commanded

N HIS great proBhec re%ar | the all the natlons teachln[% them to ob
|c usjan 0 Fhe odsys em 0 tﬂn (Matthew 24: 14 8.19, 203 The fuI%II ent

iusC rrns\gnﬁrge()krjeac Ié %00 ne 5 heo f those [nroaﬁ] ecies involves much work |n

dpl ranslatl d printing the Bihle, in teach-

ear ne StO na 10nS; an g P means and n he? mg
f] r}ne f M elasoflnstructe fhem to aﬁglylt |nthe|rl|ves What a priv-
S Tollouers "Vl ISCIp €5 of peaple 0 |Ie5;e to share In such activity! Alrea bg

at fas heen required | o 1974 the Bible or some portion of 1t"ha

(g M}) ork Set out o Wgtte % dl een ﬁubhsh d in 570 lanquages. But since
|e i th ,languages of people wher tﬁe| then hundre smore anguiages and numer-

ous dialects have been added, and in many
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bears th?rr ame ai translahor or gublrsh [
garto ma rn% rvrn% Their motives ob-
on<|y Influence how they go about thelr
3Noteworth}/ F statement made b
the New Worl e Tran? ation, Com-
mittee; “Trang atrn% the thy Scriptures
eans ren errng to anot er anﬁua%e
the t outghts and sy gso Jehova
T ? 0 thought. Th
trans atorso rsw W o ear and | ove
e Divine Author 0 the Hol err tures
eel toward Hrmaﬂ)ecral e nsrb Irtg/

transmr] his thoughts and declarati
accurat oss%r

ﬂens twar the sgre rn r% aders

fr)?]n a rans t] the In-
e or of the Most Hi Hvr% GQ for ttherr
erastrn salvatron It was with such a
senseo emn res onsrbrr thatovrthe

SO ee d re

Which Bible translation should you use? fgéjtres %en%}%e i Slg (% mrtteeo de
alation of tteE(’ o %‘ttta lae
W
Lan uage morri ‘ran one translation has ﬂon oﬂﬁe rb 6 Jhﬁt wouir% rﬂear aWHuF
ade availab erstandah LT at would hold so close
It Is, ai chaIIenPae for angtans!(ator t0to the original H rep q
tak materigl Iin ong fanguage an gprog ?ounaron or contrnue

woul
understanda Je t0 tnose rea rngler %ear growth'in accurate knowte age.

S § A e

\elrvvggrtneesevtora (Sl Jﬁdlwvgﬁgehte{\?nslr?rtrﬁ% 40neofthe rn rpal object] ves otthe Bi-
eenfascrnate the s olastrcca bledrsﬁt glﬁrfeo e come_to Know the true

coittentp o the e nargymear\eﬁyvr!rewaﬁ sl 26LJ9

t)ﬁ rist fau %t hif foljlower ra
cu tura herr e, For some, religion | tﬁerr ﬁ Etersngme %es ctr regpe/ ?
busingss, an gttrng into printa book that sacre or. treated

x had his ersona nme Nlue rn th
%?%Q'g%% Etblectsoﬁ're“ c”tﬁggérb'rs eﬁrezw?ﬁre B Sl e 7,000 trames He wants peo-

I’rﬁraeets OF sorEr)reqanguageshIS gure e udes How did the New grld Bible Translation
ommrttee VIEW its work’

wor otaErb varied motives have rln fluenced the yowrmportant IS tﬂe name of God in the Bi-

trans ators and publishers’ bl
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e to know that name and the. qualities of
ﬁte One Wo Eears It —Malachlq

5Man BIbIe tra}nsl tors have show sm
o TEShe Ié’tetu n e“ame Joe
translators fa or weh Iaave cho
sen a ormo iving namet at llsa P
egtotdrovtqn %uaewhlles}tl %
Identifie ap earsmt I-L re
ro 803 nﬁl hat IISI/0V¥ Trrtg\r/]vn
u -
|on Ofﬁt I-Ilo gcrlptures uses Jehova
10 times In |ts malin text,

6|n recentﬁlears aIthotIgsh ible transla
tors retalntenamef ue pagan del-
tjes as Baa| and Molech, with InCreasing
requencyte are [emovin erson-

Hameot trueG fro tran ations

lnéplre ord., (Exo us 15 Jereml

5) I such, passa eels& %SIS'[I tth ev(Y i

nd JO%I 176, 26, aWIE
Eamanversmn renders { reekex ression
e name

“the na e ou
? H ) as g?m y oufam se texts
a enomentton %f tPsdam83 18

i %I s
glsh Ver3| neImIPate oth G ? erson
name and any re eren etate ct that
God has name tou? e I\? %name
SP eared. i older trans atlonso e He
crl[g)tur S In most antIIuagei newer
translat|o saten el|m|nahe| orrele ate |t
t0a argma Itotanon T SISt ec
English, as well as in man ua eso ﬁqu
rope, Afrjca, South Amer ca I d| an
istands of the Pacfic.
Translators of the Bible into some Af-

% How have> various translators presented the

v
IB HI rece ars, w ave translator

36 Wlth re tergeces '[Oh% |V|ne name:
ract I

ol i rea ISan ators 0 rica
you?ee? gbmlﬂm”t 5|V|ne namegr?b ow do

. 428 1 Corinthians 10:20) Replacin (f<
Eers nafJee ame with som t mg tE ‘geaes

rlcan nquages are going a step. further.
ns%eadﬁ % Ee[p?fag 8 he (SI\'?Ine nam
with a Scriptural title, stich as God or tlor
thF are msertmg naTnhes t\a en from ocal
religious, beljefs ew Test ame
an PsaL mZ 1986ve rsion), thettt
(i unu as US mt rchange

% a personal name que nganyl

tatZu us nderstand to re rto e}g

ancestorw IS worshipe trou man

e L Ll
t|n [ arln tﬂeC IOC BWa b[e?hatls

tohec kU Loyera, trans ator
ui auta asa p(gﬁsonal nameto }et

g %vah uta, the article ex
WOISh Yet
a 0 worshi att e tob
of the dead. Is It tru at|
getmons 0] Sudo rpe Bem enw at
Ve nameta se ?r the ugreme -
ﬁ tt urvalent for th ?EISﬁnal
%Je ovan, regar es? hat else therr
Wors Ip ma Hvoe e|n|t notI Isalah

ety

Sare

eo at their tr
LPa t em to draw

nt e
OSGI Ot etrue

In Our Next Issue
Real Happiness— What Is the Key?
The Blessings of the Pioneer Ministry

Good News of Paradise in Tahiti
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tra8t @ghgflgﬂ]lg h%srnelthterchan ed norfrusP opulation. So tGodIthselfvl\nI 1
ol et f el e

ﬁﬁf@%%@@w s SR il
i) at Inc TIe IVIng n%me hen Pﬁrsanans eH%fnS

hovaﬁ oW |Etlns<gsu sV\{%r%Y 3co%ﬁ9r(|)eosogno tger As erllt(eP e Ibdmay fests on those

r1es Who collaetve vote more than a who trans
g %2;3%%%0 e il
G R 3%%%.&@%375&35“6 o
% 8 ? ?1 EQ upélon IR the '%gdwol} GOJ\%HJJ %elt feratmﬁ

000,000,0 eea p the trut
clugtln Eng IE gbmese RU ami anifest recommendin ourseF S 1@ 8veJy,
L N D EC Rt ol oL
re known %y the vast majority of eart orinthians 0 adUTTate Mmeans 0

0es the Bible indic te the seripus re-
has God’s ose to._have his name \%
ma de o notg e strate d7h 0 SI th that rests on t 056 Who H c“e
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corrypt by mixing in something forgign or
In errg r[hea gtle Paul was?ro |kg the
unfarthful sﬁre herds of Israﬂ)rn the daﬁ/ of
eremrah %re reproved by Jehova
a teé(dpeac their 0 nreasrntea
ﬁ sald. (Jeremian 23:16, 22) But
At s taken pla in moderm times
DDuring W rdWar Il & committee of
thealo |ansan rt)astors cooReratedwrt the
Nazi government In Germany to rfro uce
revised “New Testament” that eliminate
all favorable re { Lerences to the Jews nd all
rndrcatrons ot ersh ancestry o Jesus
rrst ore recently, transl atorswopro
uced The ewTszi\men and ?
An Inclusive Version leaned ma ifferent
drechn & %”%G%X”s'?otr% Purge e e
trlrv eath ofS hrist. T n/o

connection with
tranfjagors alsp feTt th(at femrn st readers
would be happier It God was S eno no%

as the Fath r but as Father- ot er and |
Jes as sald to he otCEo s Son, hut his
Matt ew]hl?7 While they'were at

It, the removedt incl eof ub(r)ectron
ofwr es to hushan sando eq rence
gren to pa o []ents gCo 0sslans ﬁ d) (f
Ucers of those trans atro s clearly did not
share the aPosHe Paul’ etermrn tion not
0 aduter] et ewo o God Tewere
ﬂsrn sro tof the role 0 Hans[alb a
sitfon of author, ph uorn ookst
used the rep o\tatron ofthe B rbeasameans
toa vocate t err OWn opinions.

1 The churches of Chrrs endom oenerally

each that th human soul IS spirit, that it
[eaves the bo y at daeat and tRat ItIs im-

10. (a) How have motives other than loyalty
to God influenced some translators in modern
times? (b) What role were they improperly as-
suming?

11. How do the teachings of Christendom con-

flict with what the Bible says about the soul and
death?

mortal. |n contrast, older Bible Hanf]latrons
In most an%uagescea] ystatet at umﬁns
are sous that animals are souls, and that

the soul dies. (Genes| umber
31.28; James 82(5} That Eras embarrassea

the clergy.
]2Now some n er versrons ohscure (%:rreeset

truth mply avol
tran fatron of the eo gvry noun ne
soul) In certain texts, At Genesis 2:7, they
ay say that the frrsf)man began t? lIve
grrn tead of “came to e a living.soul”), Or
I ﬁ a\y[] er to ?reature instead of
soUl” (1 the case of animal life, (Gene
sis 1:21) In such texts as, Eze e 184
t ey refer to “the person” rn ivj rr]
raner than “the soul” as Suc
ren errn S are, perhap ustrfra Ie 0 the

tra SeagloanJ?gtSeg%pO% truﬁrp (LOSE %%Kﬁ

ro nas already been conditioned by Chris-
tendom’s unscriptural teachings?*
]3In an effort t? U oort their belief

hat all T g heaven, trﬁns
ators—o teo ran who review their
wor —ma also endeavor to conceal what
the Erbe s ahout Gods Jou 056 f(f)r the
eart é saIm ymber o %
frons read that the humb ewrll gossess

d.” “Land” 1 a possible réndering of

*This disc ssron foc ses on Ia ua es, that Rave
hec acr omake erssueca ut In which
E%rse oos n do sp. Availab

vocabula
transa can o In certa
onest rer rsru rs then, Wi
at even t hou or’ used’ ava
euse /

rms or even rm havrnge
SCI’ th 0Vertones % riginal-lan %n%g

1S apé) led, t0 bo % rﬁ1 anrmalé
an (regorésents omethrng reatnes, ea
12. In what way do some recent versions obscure
basic Bible truths?

13. By what means have some Bible versions
concealed God’s purpose regarding the earth?

EX ar
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the word (e'rets) used In the Heprew text.
However, Today's English Version (whic
has rovroled he basis for tran?Iatrons into
many other anguaoes qoes further. Al-
though this version fenders the Greek word
“earth” 17 times in the Gospel of
atthew, at Matthew 5:5 it replaces “earth”
wrth the phrase “what God has promised.”
urch members naturaIIy thmk of heaven
are not oneshg being Inf orme hat
|s ermon on the Mount, esus rrs
:iu d that the mild-tem H}ered mee or hum-
ble ones will “inherit the earth.’

lon’is n
% Some trans atro]nsofthe Scri turesare 5 Hsrse?tl—removmg

obvrously worded with a view fo fel mq
Preac Ners o get agood salary. Itis trug tha

he Bible stafes: “The workrman is worthy of
his wages.” (L Timothy 5 182 But at 1 Timo-
thy 5:I7, where It says that older men who
preside in a fine way are to be “reckoned
worthy of double hondr,” the only honor that
some Of them view as worth mentjoning is
monetary. (Compare 1Peter 5:2.) Thus, The

New English Bible says that these elders

E;4 What. selfrsh motivation is evident in certain
ible versions?

Do You Remember?

O What motives have shaped the work
of Bible translators in modern times?

O Why have modern translation trends
not frustrated God's purpose re-
garding his own name?

O How do some translations obscure
Bible truths about the soul, death,
and the earth?

O Inwhat ways can we show that we
loyally uphold God's Word?
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can divert us from spiritual goals
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SHUNEM

Marked by Love and Violence

the low plain of Jezreel, lay the city of Shunem.

This small city witnessed two of the most signif-
icant battles of Bible history, but it was also
renowned as the birthplace of two women who
exemplified loyal love.

Behind Shunem rose the hill thought to be Mo-
reh, while across the plain, about five miles away,
stood Mount Gilboa. Between those two hills,
there was a well-watered, fruitful land— one of
the most productive regions of all Israel.

This lush countryside around Shunem provides
a setting for one of the most enchanting love sto-
ries ever told— The Song of Solomon. This song
tells about a beautiful country girl who preferred
to marry her shepherd companion rather than ac-
cept the offer of King Solomon to become one of
his wives. Solomon employed all his wisdom and
wealth to win her heart. Time and time again, he
praised her: "Who is this woman that is looking
down like the dawn, beautiful like the full moon,
pure like the glowing sun?" And he promised to
pamper her with all the jewelry she could imag-
ine.— Song of Solomon 1:11; 6:10.

To give her a taste of the royal life, Solomon
had her accompany him to Jerusalem as part of
his cortege, accompanied by 60 of his finest sol-
diers. (Song of Solomon 3:6-11) He housed her in
his royal court, a court so impressive that when
the queen of Sheba saw it, "there proved to be
no more spirit in her."— 1Kings 10:4, 5.

But the girl from Shunem was loyal to the shep-
herd boy. "Like an apple tree among the trees of
the forest," she said, "so is my dear one." (Song
of Solomon 2:3) Let Solomon rejoice with his thou-
sand vineyards. One vineyard— along with her
loved one— was sufficient for her. Her love could
not be shaken.— Song of Solomon 8:11, 12.
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Another beautiful woman lived in Shunem. We
know nothing of her physical appearance, but she
was certainly beautiful of heart. The Bible says
that she 'restricted herself'— or went to a lot of
trouble— in order to provide the prophet Elisha
regular meals and accommodations.— 2 Kings 4:
8-13.

We can imagine Elisha returning thankfully af-
ter a long, fatiguing journey, to the little roof
chamber she and her husband had prepared for
him. He probably visited their home often, since
his ministry spanned 60 years. Why did this Shu-
nammite woman insist that Elisha stay at their
home every time he passed that way? Because she
valued Elisha's work. This humble, selfless proph-
et acted as the conscience of the nation,
reminding kings, priests, and commoners of their
duty to serve Jehovah.

No doubt the Shunammite woman was one of
the people Jesus had in mind when he said: "He
that receives a prophet because he is a prophet
will get a prophet's reward." (Matthew 10:41)
Jehovah granted a special reward to this God-
fearing woman. Although she had been barren for
many years, she gave birth to a son. Years later
she was also given divine assistance when a seven-
year famine devastated the land. This moving
account reminds us that the kindness we show to
God's servants never goes unnoticed by our heav-
enly Father.— 2 Kings 4:13-37; 8:1-6; Hebrews
6:10.

Two Decisive Battles

Although Shunem is remembered as the home
of these two loyal women, it also withessed two
battles that changed the course of Israelite histo-
ry. There was an ideal battleground nearby— the
plain between the hills of Moreh and Gilboa. Mil-



Modern village of Sulam at
the site of ancient Shunem,
with Moreh in the background

itary commanders in Bible times
invariably camped where there
was a generous water supply,
high ground for protection, and,
if possible, a dominant position
overlooking a dry valley plain
with sufficient space to maneuver
hordes of men, horses, and char-
iots. Shunem and Gilboa offered
such advantages.

During the time of the judges, an army of 135,-
000 Midianites, Amalekites, and others were
camped in the plain in front of Moreh. Their cam-
els were "as numerous as the grains of sand that
are on the seashore." (Judges 7:12) Facing them
across the plain, by the well of Harod at the foot
of Mount Gilboa, were the Israelites under
Judge Gideon, who had only 32,000 soldiers.

During the days before a battle, each side
would try to demoralize the other. The hordes of
jeering troops, the war camels, the chariots, and
the horses could strike fear into the foot soldiers.
Doubtless, the Midianites— who were already in
place while the Israelites gathered— proved to be
a frightening spectacle. When Gideon asked,
"Who isthere afraid and trembling?" two thirds
of his army responded by abandoning the battle-
ground.— Judges 7:1-3.

Only 10,000 Israelite troops now stared across
the plain at 135,000 enemy soldiers, and soon
Jehovah reduced the number of Israelite soldiers
to a meager 300. Following the Israelite custom,
this small band was split into three divisions. Un-
der the cover of darkness, they spread out and
took up their positions on three sides of the ene-
my camp. Then at the command of Gideon, the
300 smashed the jars that had concealed their
torches, held aloft those torches, and shouted,
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"Jehovah's sword and Gideon's!" They blew their
horns and kept on blowing. In the darkness, the
startled mixed crowd of soldiers imagined that
300 bands were attacking them. Jehovah turned
each one against the other, and "the whole camp
got on the run and broke out into shouting and
went fleeing."— Judges 7:15-22; 8:10.

A second battle took place near Shunem dur-
ing the time of King Saul. The Bible reports that
"the Philistines collected together and came and
pitched camp in Shunem. So Saul collected all Is-
rael together and they pitched camp in Gilboa,"
just as Gideon's army had done years before. But
Saul, unlike Gideon, had little trust in Jehovah,
preferring to consult a spirit medium at En-dor.
When he saw the camp of the Philistines, "he be-
came afraid, and his heart began to tremble very
much.” Inthe ensuing battle, the Israelites took to
flight and were heavily defeated. Both Saul and
Jonathan lost their lives.— 1 Samuel 28:4-7;
31:1-6.

So it was that the history of Shunem became
marked by both love and violence, trust in Jeho-
vah and reliance on the demons. In this valley
plain, two women showed constancy in love and
hospitality, and two Israelite leaders fought deci-
sive battles. All four examples illustrate the
importance of relying on Jehovah, who never
fails to reward those who serve him.
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HRISTIANS have both the otha-

tion and the privilege to show fove

to their brothers and sisters in
need. (1 John 3:17.18) The apostle Paul
wrote: “Let us work what is good toward
all, but especially toward those related to
us in the fajth.” {Galatians 6:10) A broth-
er who has been serving Jehovah for al-
most four decades recently experienced
the love of the Christian Brotherhood
during his wife’s illness and subsequent
death. He writes:

. “Since | cared for my wife at home dur-
ing her illngss, | was not able to work sec-

ularly for almost two months. How re-
lieved | was when the friends in the
congregation willingly came to our aid!

Dozens of monetary gifts—*o help with
the extra expenses,”as the accompanying
cards would sa}/—pald for the mortgage,
utilities, and other expenses.

. “Twvo weeks before my wife’s death, our
circuit overseer paid us an encouraging
visit. He even showed the slides that the
con%;< egation would see at the end of the
week. We were able to listen to the meet-
ings over the telephone—including the
meetings_for field service conducted by
the circuit overseer. At one of these, he
had all those present for field service say
hello,” as a group, to my wife, Thus, even
though she was Isolated physically, she
never felt alone.

“Within an hour after her death, al-
most all the elders were at my house.
Over a hundred brothers and'sisters
stopped by on that day alone, Food ‘mirac-
quust’a;gpear_ed onthe table for all pres-
ent. | Cant begin to recount all the gifts,
expressions of sympathy, comfortm% _
words, and prayers that were offered in
mty behalf. How strengthening they were!
| finally had to ask the brothers to Stop.
Prowgmg meals and housecleaning assis-
ance!

. “Where else but in Jehovah's organiza-
tion can we find such unselfish expres-
sions of compassion, concern, and love?
Most people today can count on gne hand
the number of real friends they have, Je-
hovah has hlessed us with a large extend-
ed faﬂmﬂR//]ofsplntuaI brothers and sis-
ters!"—Mark 10:29, 30.



