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CONSCIENCE

A burden or an asset?
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Reading and meditating on God's Word
helps us train our conscience
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

He Found a "Pearl of High Value"

"THE kingdom of the heavens is like a traveling
merchant seeking fine pearls. Upon finding one
pearl of high value, away he went and prompt-
ly sold all the things he had and bought it." With
these words, Jesus illustrated the exceeding value
of God's Kingdom. (Matthew 13:45, 46) Those
who recognize the Kingdom's value often make
great personal sacrifices in order to take hold of
it. This is illustrated by the following experience
from Pingtung County, Taiwan.

In 1991, Mr. and Mrs. Lin began to study the
Bible with Jehovah's Witnesses. When a local
clergyman found out, he tried to get them to join
his church. Since the Lins had a business selling
pigs' and ducks' blood at the local market, they
decided to ask the clergyman’s view on the mat-
ter. "Everything that God has made can serve as
man's food," he replied. The Witnesses, on the
other hand, encouraged them to consider what
God's Word has to say. They learned that Jeho-
vah God views blood as sacred, for "the life of
a creature is the blood." (Leviticus 17:10, 11,
The New English Bible) True Christians therefore
must "abstain . . . from blood." (Acts 15:20) As
a result of examining the Scriptures on this sub-
ject, the Lins decided to stop selling blood, even
though it accounted for much of their income.
Within a short time, however, they faced a still
greater test.

Prior to learning the truth, the Lins had planted
1,300 betel nut palms on their property. Al-
though it would take five years for the trees to
become profitable, once they were in full produc-
tion, the Lins could expect to make $77,000
per year. As the first harvesttime drew near, the
Lins had to make an important decision. They
had learned through their study of the Bible
that Christians must cleanse themselves "of every
defilement of flesh and spirit" by avoiding the

use of, or the promotion of, such unclean habits
as smoking tobacco, abusing drugs, and chew-
ing betel nut. (2 Corinthians 7:1) What would
they do?

Under pressure from a troubled conscience,
Mr. Lin decided to quit his study. Meanwhile,
Mrs. Lin sold the betel nuts from some of their
older palms and made a profit of over $3,000.
This was just a foretaste of what would soon
come if they kept their trees. However, Mr. Lin's
conscience continued to smite him.

He struggled with the issue until one day he
asked the local Witnesses to cut down his be-
tel palms for him. The Witnesses explained
that it was his decision to make; therefore,
he would have to 'bear his own load' and
cut down the trees himself. (Galatians 6:4, 5)
They encouraged him to remember the promise
at 1 Corinthians 10:13, which says: "No tempta-
tion has taken you except what is common to
men. But God is faithful, and he will not let you
be tempted beyond what you can bear, but along
with the temptation he will also make the way out
in order for you to be able to endure it." The W it-
nesses also reasoned with him, saying: "If we cut
down your trees for you, you might regret it and
blame us for the loss." A short time later, Mrs. Lin
awoke to the sound of a chain saw. Her husband
and children were cutting down the betel palms!

Mr. Lin found that Jehovah is true to His prom-
ise. He obtained work that left him with a clear
conscience, enabling him to become a praiser of
Jehovah. He was baptized at a circuit assembly
of Jehovah's Witnesses in April 1996.

Yes, Mr. Lin in effect "sold all the things he had"
and bought a "pearl of high value." Now he has
the inestimable privilege of having a personal
relationship with Jehovah God and serving His
Kingdom interests.
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Serving Loyally at Bethel

"Let all things take place decently and by ar-
rangement." So wrote the apostle Paul. (1 Co-
rinthians 14:40) Paul knew that for a congrega-
tion to function, there would be a need for
"arrangement,” for organization. Likewise to-
day, the elders have to make decisions on prac-
tical matters, such as assigning congregation
members to various book study locations, ar-
ranging meetings for field service, and check-
ing territory coverage. Such arrangements may
sometimes pose tests of loyalty. They are not di-
vinely inspired commands, and they cannot

meet the preferences of every individual.

Do you find it a challenge, at times, to be loy-
al to some of the practical arrangements made
in the Christian congregation? If so, you may
find the example of Bethel to be helpful. The
name Bethel, a Hebrew term meaning "House
of God,"
Watch Tower Society, including the U.S. head-

is given to all the 104 branches of the

quarters.* The volunteers who live and work at

* These factory, office, and residential complexes do
not constitute God's great spiritual temple, or house.
God's spiritual temple is his arrangement for pure wor-
ship. (Micah 4:1) As such, it is not limited to any physical
structure on the earth.
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Bethel complexes want these places to reflect
reverence and awe for Jehovah. This requires
loyalty on the part of each one.

Visitors to Bethel often remark about the or-
derliness and cleanliness they see there. The
workers are organized and happy; their speech
and manners and even their appearance reflect
mature, Bible-trained Christian consciences. All
members of a Bethel family loyally adhere to the
standards of God's Word.

In addition, the Governing Body provides
them with a manual entitled Dwelling Together
in Unity, which kindly sets forth some practical
arrangements needed for such a large family to
work well together. (Psalm 133:1) For instance,
it touches on rooming, meals, hygiene, dress
and grooming, and similar matters. Bethel fam-
ily members loyally support and adhere to such
arrangements, even when their personal prefer-
ences might lead them in another direction. They
view this manual, not as a mass of cold rules
and regulations, but as a set of useful guidelines
designed to promote unity and harmony. Over-
seers are loyal in upholding these Bible-based
procedures, and they use them in a positive way
to build up and encourage the Bethel family to
pursue their sacred Bethel service.
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The Loyalist and
the Legalist

Back in 1916 the Encyclopaedia of Religion
and Ethics noted that "this distinction be-
tween the loyalist and the legalist may be
found in all times and all places." It explained:
"There is the legalist who does what he is
told, breaks no rules; he keeps faith to the
word that is written and can be read. There
is the loyalist who does this but can ... be
counted on for more, who puts his whole mind
into his duty, who forms his spirit in accor-
dance with the spirit of the purpose to be
served." Later, this same work observed: "To
be loyal is to be much more than law-abiding.

.. The loyal man is distinguished from the
law-abiding man as one who serves with
whole heart and mind ... No voluntary sins
of commission, omission, or ignorance does

he permit himself."

SD%/ld o(gthe othe hand served under
aul. Once a

’ﬂl ecome icheé]ogavm,1 geeS e(J Féal%hach

uance an evensgmem[g |tr¥to surwvg
ealous Saul’s atacks. Ye (}/v David h
ﬁ ?to etaliate, he said that it was un-
Inkanle, from Je (fvahsstand omt%hat

; “’”% i e - ~fSmel £17

When some who are Ial the ea
?]”H US. Seem to err in ju ent spe
t wfa orlt

eﬁsh Words, or se
1sm, will we complama out them perhaps

5. Why might David have felt tempted to rebel
against Saul?

6. Even if we perceive weaknesses and faults in
the elders, what should we never do?
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contributing. to. a critical spirit in the_can-
: g/\/t? | we ?ta & Bv from Chrls

i a“OQ ngs as a for rotes
ry |Le£b Vld We WI| never aho

? %ovaR e, h%“&%%n‘i‘ié?or?‘ipsﬁ%

W& SR

escrihe
as Jehovah’s (i]ne Sfl
e corru tmlsuse Il elr\Jeru
saem must have e oyalty a challenge
Jesus knew that the riést’s work and
the sacrifices gre ur IS Own ministr
and sacrimicial he knew howvnl

e was full o ?um gnatlonw en

sa at the. temple ha eacve
er[s(” With God-given aut OI’I'[P/

%ngs too sﬁe{Ps 10 ce se It *—Matthew

8St||| Jesus onaII supported the tem-
Sl Wf i
taugtt re. He even t [ﬁ ge tax
M% ne was_no reaI ted tg
°S°i ko
mtoVY]e te etreasgr chest. S orh

herea fer Je vah ermgnent] caﬁto
at temple. But until then, Jesus was loya

* Jesus was courageous to attack such a profitable
commercial concern. According to one historian, the
temple tax had to be paid in a specific ancient Jew-
ish coin. Many visitors to the temple would thus
have needed to change their money in order to pay
the tax. The money changers were allowed to charge
a set fee for the exchange, and this generated large
sums of money.

t was for peop etoaiear om these. So
| e

7. What are some corrupt practices that devel-
oped in connection with the temple in Jerusa-
lem, and how did Jesus feel about this?

8. (a) How did Jesus show loyalty to the temple
arrangement? (b) How can we show that we ap-
preciate worshiping Jehovah with his clean or-
ganization?



earth or anization toclay Is tr rjor to
egert?s IS Snlect that rstS ttremd?rstG ant
ATt

arg martq fimes. But ”efsovah:s ool

with oorru tion, nor 1S fg
ace it. Never should we allow any m-

tor

P F ctions we Eercerve within It to empit-
er us Qr Move U to adoﬁ]t acritical. ne atrve
grrr et Us, rather, | |tate the loyalty of
Jesus Christ.—1 Peter 2:

Our Own Im erfectrons

fatan also tries to romote disloyalt 0¥

%xp oIting our Imper trﬁns HIS syste

rngsg yS 0N OUr weaknesses, temptin
do what 1s rong In Jehova 'S eyes.

ik
ding a dquble t}?]e contrntgn In & colrs
?artwht?rg e reten egto remam

n
rIstians. 1n respons trc
on his suﬁect I the Ygun eoe s
" Series

e ma azr e, on
woman wrote Were Iy
story nsecre she cu trvated e
Hosw eytrts a nooveoJe
va e result? ewrtes yrewerht
down to the boé %m an oot involved wit
[mmorg rty o | %d 0 be Yeproved.
ﬁtrons IP fwrt ovah was dadm%gee (?
waestrojr?e jom my parents and the elders
tthsyoun woma o heI from the el-
desand ret ne t0 |0 |c to Jeho-
va Tragica yt u many su fer Worse

consequences; and some never do refur
0 tft q“tt‘ How much better to be oya\

toit, (Mark 12:41-44: ngatthewé 23: 382 God’s

* See the Awake! of December 22, 1993; Janu-
ary 8, 1994; and January 22, 1994.

9, 10. (a) How does Satan’s system of things ex-

ploit our imperfections so as to lure us into dis-
loyal conduct? (b) What should one do who has
committed a serious sin?

and resist tem tatro? in thhs wicked world!
edt ewar rng rom the Watc tower

wake! ma% zrneg é)rbsuo matters as
worI

men SSOCIata nngnrmeta |n% farn
do ne Ereten

nuct

¥ﬂ” are saJm nstead
atIs w at hrrstranp rents an

aret ere for.—James 5
ﬁur |mperfectron may enctan er us |
ovalt eﬁm%nN r0 commrt aseaJCeg
va?ttg % %ars ngm gvrsrr

ou sIns. or(r]g after avr
rememb%re h %rt rvant
erews aus enev
ave up tr mgt SEJe ovah. Prov-

(s e ey

get S\éen Sr/eﬁ tlw\?vse Iaa s¢ 1Nf0 minor sin

€S regeatd —becaBse og omﬁ weak-
ness We \9tmg e M still e rig
{2ous In ep aseesr e Coninue-t

389‘ i '8 Toyal § vt%Beﬂt:%tnptte
orrnthrans

Beware of Subtle Forms of DrsIo aI
rso atﬂEaso coqwes rn U t

Ao b1
i 0 ) J

ves a5 emine #a/

y ar ed to see the différence
* Their fraternity descended from that of the
Hasidim, a group that arose centuries earlier to
combat Greek influence. The Hasrétrm took their
name from the Hebrew word chasi-dhim’, meaning
“loyal ones” or “pious ones.’ Perhaps they felt that
scriptures mentioning Jehovah’s “loyal ones” ap-
plied to them in some special way. (Psalm 50:5)
They, and the Pharisees after them, were fanatic,

self-appointed defenders of the letter of the Law.

11. Why would it be wrong to view ourselves as
hopelessly bad, and what Bible precedent could
help us to correct our view?

12. In the case of the Pharisees, how did a rig-
id, legalistic viewpoint lead to disloyalty?
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betw nbern loval and being an unbend
mg herent 10 anmaer es ortn¥
were rigld and harsh

ar Ec srases716

ave en%y?vﬁto tot %ecsr |(r9|ttoy Se?,uaw
ﬂt cIa?me tot ach and oJehovWahrm

essontecontrar was loya tote
|r|to he. Law, wh (oh\t/vas Ease%on oye

us he built ncoura
{ fé a gareahM4eS§p anic 4orO{rhecregs ?8
rrstrans Wrth a measure 0 authorrt
| reat trom Jesus model inth |sr
L e ol
X 24) Yet the make sure t atte
ote as tet elr oneswrth
mrnrs%ee

ISCI %er (ﬂ’ Wlt
% t] ant arrage of criticjsm. Chilaren who
Oere * ﬁcan never ease therr aren

Wnho

%errp rents’ wor
seemst (f Wegatrv an rtrc
ai become downhgarted and, asare
su en up alienated fromt e true faith,
—Colossians 3:21.
. YSimilarly, Christian e|ders and tB vel-
%oversees Ive attelttron t0 pro emi
% danger tat the flock face. As 8@/3
E “the oecousewennee
ma |n slre |t avea te facts
frrst d are ba]srng vvhatte saay
onte |ean on the Socl t¥
lons. (Psalm 119:105: Proverds 813
now, 100, that tt]e sBeeP are co? Oq
tem orserrtua P drn%an
0 |mt|ate ies Christ, the

Frne Seﬁ/epﬁerd They Toyally minister to the

13. (@) How might Christian parents be disloy-
al? (b) Why should parents avoid being overly
harsh, critical, or negative in disciplining their
children?

14. How may Christian shepherds prove loyal to
the flock they serve?
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sheep week after kr ChrEtran eet

rnof—not tearin m own

di temu nd stren tenrn te|r
b att ew202 Ephésians 4711, 12,

Hebrews 13:20, 2

BHAnother subtle form of drslohyalt Y IS
|SEIaced loyalty. T[uel 0yalt In the BiblI-
a ense does not r uttrn an
erancea ea of to efova
g e]ws mte | tcen ury. stuc
ggedyot e Mosaic Law and t eJe |sg
g mqs Yet Je ?vahs time

c me 10 shrft his blessing from that rebel-
|oos nation to the nation ofsiarrrtual Israel.
Only a relatively few were Toyal to Jeho-

van'and adapted'to thrs momentous change

Fvena ongtrueChrr lans someJud a

t{ts'stt o going back 10 ”“’58 t the Moge

w)\/rv hich tYeen Lﬂ?t led In Christ,

—GaIatrans49 5612 Philipprans 3:2, 3.
Bin contrast Jghovah S peorfle in modem

times h ave roved themsel ves oyal t rou%h

times of cha ge As the |%ht of revealed
trrtét C ntrnur g é? X rlrlg1 hte Rece}tUStmentS
v

? rhm anddscreet Iave Paﬁ hel e/d s to
rerine our un erstan of t ete tgehn

eration” used at Matthe 24:34 and of't

trmrn of the Ju doment of “the sheep” and

‘t e oat? ent oned at Matthew 25:31-

6, as well as of oyr vrwtowar certain
dpsofcrvrlran servrce H]ew 4:45) No
ave heen de

(fopt oK goff] th ova sW Anesses had
stc [ I%ttt ergrevrouseg erstanrergsg
L SF gcksrnmtasﬁappeneg Gvﬁg’)te-

Nothing ort
hovah sg people are loyal.

15. How did some in the first century show that
they had misplaced loyalties?

16. How do loyal servants of Jehovah respond to
adjustments?



TThe matt%r of mrsplaced onaltres may
hrt closer to home, t ? % dear
friend or even a fami Q’ emper ooses
a cou{se that violates behprrncréa

el tr]at We etorr] e oa

tre Natura we ee Iog mr mem
bers But ne ers |dw utouraerane
them ahead 0 our lo at><Nto Jeflovan!
n}oa[e 1Samuel 23:16- ?] e would nel-
wron 0ers to conceal aserrous
srn nor, rewr em against elders who
are ryrng eq hustt em N asprrrto
gr Gaatr s 6:1) Doing so wou
e rso a(!t toJ eova hrs or éanrzatron
an a love era osan between
rnner Le iscipline he eesrs In
f ect, to oc an ex ressrono Jehovah’s
ove from reachrn h Hebrews 12:5-7
ur]e wounds inflict-

mem er, too, t
tiover are ar hf roverhs 27

4
ranmovrng counse that rs on God'
Wor mrgrl)t wound. the pri eoTan errrn%
ve one ut It might Brove lifesaving |

i ong run!

Loy aIt%r Stands Up to Persecutron
]880m Imes Satan’s attacks on our loy-
are rrect onsrderthe %aseof ahoth.
en lérnﬁ gJessured im to sell his
vrne ard, he replied: “It is unthinkable on
y part, from Jenovah’s stand ornt or me
F vethe here rtaQr ﬁossessr nof my fore-
athers to you,” § r Was
not being stubborh: he Was belng Toyal. The

osaJc aw ordereq t a noI gelresell
ere Itary possession o an rnrgler etu

evr 1ous 25: 328 1\1 ew
}at vrc krn ou ave rmk
orA rea let his wife Jeze

17. How might loved ones put our loyalty to the
test at times?
18, 19. (a) What did Ahab want of Naboth, and

why did Naboth refuse? (b) Was Naboth’s loyal-

ty worth the price? Explain.

Il off many of Jehovah’s prophets! Yet Na-
ho LS oo?ﬂ/rrm _tl K?n sp tgp
oya etimes exacts rrce eze-

bel anherp o(PTsome)ga ornt J}g
men racrr e he
not commit Asa resu e_and his sons
gvs execut 1 Kings' 17%6 2 Kings
6) Does that ean Wa hso
t waslmr?ta en? ot hsamong e,
ang ahmen an womnwoare live
In_Jeho smemon>{ thow sleeping
safel rntegr ve Urtil the time of the'res-
urre tron—Lu 20:3 cts 41
ﬁ{) promrse ive urance to
Je %al ones to now t
our oyat?/I qu this wor

el o a“r

el Y i %a

are sos?ar(r)re% louurse gu% rew! %n%? hus
e Ca sta oryal In th ace of al anner

ersecu on
%Tgue relatively few olr s, today suffer
such direct attacks"on our loyalty. Bit God's

20. How can hope help us to maintain our loy-
alty?

21. What assurances does Jehovah offer to his
loyal ones?

How Would You Answer?

0 How can we avoid letting the im-
perfections of others lead wsto dis-
loyalty?

O Inwhat ways might our own imper-
fections lead s into disloyal con-
duct?

[0 How can we resist the tendency to
misplace our loyalties?

0 What will help us to keep our loyalty
even in times of persecution?
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éo%ma well fac ore erse ution he- 1o Jehovah or anrz trona fwe uard
the end omes %yca \We es ret aarqstsi tle ormso }tter

marntarn ur %I kee |n our Isplace les, hen We wr
%now Jehova enu atc E Eeds our galt tested more
131 n—preachrq% teac rn %OUt ? (f In any Ccase, srest as-
Krn% om Letu1 a Q’ ee[g at this vita at Jehovan_Is un Q/a fo

1 Carint 15:58) [T we refuse to oa se vants ZSamue E)7
thu an imper ectrons rode our loyalty WI ard 15 loyal ones!—Psalm

our brotherly
el N E R

‘Letyour brotherly love @-HEBREWS 131

tempera ummeting. ne  1-5) How frue t e family shou
SOUrce 0 our ouersa Ire  ahavenof natyral a feotron uteven ere,
cr)ajcrkL in the ro % |vgag epen é)lrtrrrobernog and a se—s%mceotrr]nnes terrcreyrn&
Jwatcha %r 8 ere Po ?rthrus wor scoF rp ate, Cﬂ staians are
Ifeles commanded not on avelove  one an
oulrse EOt rt()lalrlree & g e 9 ulé other ut to have s ﬁ? Wrcrp OVE, Bfr
asasrmrfro wenrtco estoa ore thoves ainl ﬁat |t|esarsr(f tlcsr a?ly
Important ‘fre —{he one that shoud urn hecoming the identifying mark of the true

rn ur earts OVe. rrstra congregation —Jo n 13:34, 3.
We | IVf at atrmf wheH aas Jesus long 3 The e;o/oste Pa was, Inspired. to com-

rgsesvsr;er'rsﬁgrg S (B (guurrrr' i
% ﬁ? rN &)Ne ((Jk or Jeno- ot?rerl ove{a iN Lﬁre r%gfse?seto
0f a %Irs org, he %{ect Xte Pv EhOWé g (e)ss iym

%P Pﬁveare soontewane e IT& t ’ﬁerrn Eo r&a]t f?

etola that In “the last days,” manywould ~ whep esa('\dt at we should let sug

COnfnue? 11 1 neve o grow cold te
Burning on A Cold night. and what Sim ar re- sare WOt Ol) eves. S0 I 1ot enolgh [

sponsibility do all of us have? eE| d EC'[IOH ?Or our r0'[ erS We mug |et
2. () Why might it be said that love has grown

cold in these last days? (b) How important is love 3. What is brotherly love, and what does it mean
to true Christians? to let it continue?

|TIS danalerously fold oufside, nd the  have “no natura]l affecthon BQZ Trmothe(be

of the coals faaes a ss/
? ers anead 01J
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|t show, Fuither We must make tgas love

ast nev etth grow cold eng
rnﬁ ut Je rrrt can hepus

trvate rot erx t]on and to. main-
ﬁrn Jt. Te f sjcler t ﬁee ways to Tuel
¢ fire of this love In our hearts.

Show Fellow Feeling

A1f you want to ha ge ‘more love for ¥our
Chrrs an brot ers an Sisters, ou]may |s]t
d to feel for them, toemath t
nf] Inthe trials and challendes ace
rnI eThea(rjpostIe et rsugoq asm

henhefuvt ﬁ eremr
?eowrn | fe ell ﬁi avin br%ther

ctrgn fende SSIOﬂ

; ﬁ wor use
ere far showj ng ow eern den
uferrn wrt One autnorif 8
ree tHs word: “ft descri es
t at state o W ich exjsts whenwe en-
ter mtortt(r)\eN feeIrn rS:eOfe r%thes ag rr et ee
dartﬂ ul, eﬁter\-l servant o pa Je/h once
said; “Empathy i your pain In my eart
5D0es Jehovah have such fellgw feelrnr%]
Ahsolugely, For 1 s%ance We read regardi 9

n? sregardrn this vers ee[)(e IS one
oft strn} cate an eIrcat ﬁtures
mt e human frame: and the P F%eee

ening b Whrcht eaven

enterst’%rt epg 0SeS of vrsr —the ost
sensitive, as Well as Important, P] [t of t
struraure Not mg%ca more fine conve

ftova e?or tne oel%( Ctlgrgelxltsepoo\lleerc re ofJe
?Jes 00 s llizys shown rofoun

i eer'”ter*ﬁwst?poraus vy

manswowere sick 0 rou e
41 6342 He indicated that when a(nxg
arsto re thrs anornted |lowers |r¥
e feelsastho imse were ecervr 0
attreat ent tYIat ew 25:41-46) And to-
n riest,” he Is one

8y as our heave
ur weaknesses,”

orBan symfat ZeW
ebrews 4
7“Sympathize with our Weaknesses —iS
that not acomfortrng thougf t7 Surel ay hen
vvewant to. 00 the “same o ? noth
ourse, it IS ta[] easier to look fo t
ea nesseso anob er, (Matthew /:3-5 But
e nex |me a brother U sister“irrl-

the syfferinas .o le |srael - n0t tr Is? Imagine your-
hngnaH ﬁerrg st o5 L sdrstressrn [k crrcums\a Ceg, “with

ésarah ?s) ehovah did n]ot mee tnat ac hat persona tat set
sep tﬂ Ir trou e felt for t fe(g)[) 01 person au ts 10 conten Wlt Can you
Just owrntenseI}/hef els is 1llustrate g be. sure that you W0U|d not make thesme
Jehovah's 0 nwo dsto 1S peo le, recorde

at eéaharra 13t IS ouchin
IS touching my eyeba?l *One commegt tor

* Some translations imply here that the one

touching God’s people is touching, not God’s, but Is-

rael’s eye or even his OWN. This error came from
some medieval scribes who, in their misguided ef-
forts to emend passages they viewed as irreverent,

changed this verse. They thereby obscured the in-

tensity of Jehovah’s personal empathy.

4. What is fellow feeling?

5. How do we know that Jehovah has fellow feel-

ing?

mISt(i\ ES—OI" er aEJS even or? A

ToR e e

us to e reasonable eova wo T
members that wi are dust gnafm
James 3:1/) He now ourI Itations. He
never expe ts more o us than we 3an [ea-

nably re 1Kings 19:5-7) Let us
?I extenr? sucmeJ ?ow feeP%g to others.
6. How has Jesus Christ shown fellow feeling?
7. How might fellow feeling help us when a

brother or a sister irritates us?
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Paul wrate that the congregation is like
W(Br ao etﬁ] rdfxersn%tgm; e a(?de(b F] o

el ngTfﬁi

el g i 1
A%a ul Els VYWer%eta hgeﬁead i mq
s 4 5&&}?&&:& e i
and tr ve InQ OVers ﬁrs Imitate, Pa

In their talks, In t&ghrdls ?r

[egar

g ork, and even In tgelr Tj

iP % attelg lﬂ;e enme%vor 0 sh LL
F r(1aueo ended je;\)NvY]

FheOp ° Weepthat t anghe herds . tru-
Je j |tat| ns,

e)a:‘ gr % ras th Ir
%ace t?/\m ggelﬁgugﬁ i ohe 1[m Hgacceaf
counse d|rect|on %M meg

cont ﬁen { ate%ﬁre

—I\Xattl\ r% eshiment

Showmg A?prematlon

i Se“’”dre%a i A s
Wemgs 8 sonan va? Jjﬁ]efrfvgod uai

or thelr souls

|t|esa ort When we do s e
1]ehqva |msef ;nEphemans l Deﬂ %
nor sin even for

QrgIves Us man
EIV%SSGFIOUS |n as Onﬂ ?t €re 1S genuine

entance. Then once e forgives.our sin
es not dwell on hel & [zlel 31?%3

almis] as ertors were w
gt}ntyv a’[%%sarﬁmjll}]o %Vj\/eﬁotv j%wovao f%%ﬂzé

eso?]arethe 000 t ﬂ)st atwedomserv-
Ing him.—H rews

8. How should we react when a brother or a sis-
ter is going through some hardship?

9. How does Jehovah show that he appreciates
what is good in us?
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Love in Action

Some years ago, a man who had studied
the Bible for a time with Jehovah's Witness-
es was still somewhat skeptical about broth-
erly love. He knew that Jesus had said: "By
this all will know that you are my disciples, if
you have love among yourselves." (John 13:
35) But he found it hard to believe. One day
he got to see Christian love in action.

Though confined to a wheelchair, this man
was traveling far from home. In Bethlehem,
Israel, he attended a congregation meeting.
There, an Arab Witness insisted that another
Witness tourist stay with his family for the
night, and this Bible student was included in
the invitation. Before going to bed, the stu-
dent asked his host for permission to go out
onto the veranda in the morning to watch the
sunrise. His host sternly warned him that he
must not do that. The next day this Arab
brother explained the reason. Through an in-
terpreter, he said that if his neighbors knew
that he had guests of a Jewish background
— as was the case with this Bible student—
they would burn his house to the ground with
him and his family inside. Confused, the Bible
student asked him, "Why, then, did you take
such a risk?" Without the interpreter, the
Arab brother looked him in the eye and sim-
ply said, "John 13:35."

The Bible student was deeply impressed
with the reality of brotherly love. He was bap

tized shortly thereafter.



DIt is mp rtrcularly I ortant to follow
this example 1n the family. V\{] ar nts
sowthatt efv apRreorate £ac ot Oy
settetone or the tamily. In this era
trowawag marriages, It rs aII t00 eas %
1( ke as &rse o rante and to mﬁg
aws an ownéa ggoo traits. Suc ne
ative th|n|<|ng roge arrrage turnin
Into a joyless hurden. v\you apprecia
for ourng)ajteersreoar]t eN I n)euta 03/ urse
res ythnk ackonythe reasonéJ %Lﬁi
ove and married. Have all tho?e reaso S érr
ovrn this unique person really vanished?
S o
? on rntoywords —Prover% Q’ i
1A recrathon also he S marrraﬁre part-
ners t err ove free from Pypocrr
% Compare 2 Corint |an366 1 ter 1
ZSuc I?ve fueled by heartfelt appre-
cra ion, will allow no rodm for cruelty be-
hind closed doors, no room for words that
hurt an 3 humrlrate no room for the cold
shoulder treatment wnererr&%a S ma Eass
without g kind or civil word being spo
nd certainly no room for physicalvi dIenc?
hesrians :28..29) A hushang and wife
otru ap reciat ea?h ot er onor each
ote ey do so not only when the
BUb rcbutw enever they are wit n
an rSo \%9 t—rn other Words all the trme
]2Ch|| ren too need to feel appreciat-
ed. Not that arents shoyld shovee)r them
with empty fattery, but they should com-

10. (@) Why is it dangerous for marriage mates
to lose appreciation for each other? (b) What
should one do who is losing appreciation for a
spouse?

11. If marital love is to be free from hypocrisy,
what practices must be avoided?

12. Why should parents express appreciation for
the good in their children?

mend therr]chrldrens raisewort u&r
Itles and t ootatt 0.
Remember Jeligvanh’s example [n ex ress-
ghrs approval of Jesus. (Mark 1:11) Re-
mEmpber, oo, esus example as the mas-
ter” |Tn tﬁ‘a Iabe He comnjended two goo
d faithfu #aves e(a]ua eveH
terewasadr erence 1N whiat f one
ven and a correaﬁon rn%/] erence rn
atthew

hat eac one
: compare Matthew 1323 Wrse arents
r ewrse n ways o express agpr clation
for each chrd?] nrciue ualities, abilifies,

mepts. At the same time.

nd accomplis

%r I

A.S 0 gertor ey doot i Bwer'rr

earte hesraﬁs 0:4: FEioflossrans 321,
In th hristian con re a on el ers
trave in overseer ake the lea

s owin re rar or each IndiyI u

tion di d

(mme of the oc of Gad. herrsrs
ﬁ icult posi on as tgegr 50 earte
gav responsr J crg INe.in righ
feo fa to readjust eryng onesin as I-
rto mildness, and tq offer stron cou sel
to those w o ‘need It.

How
iance these i ferrnohres onsrbr?tresy—Ga
atlans 6:1: 2 Timo

naelé‘?nf'éu?aa i ’ °ff b QeP b
e
gn It was re u?{ed ( gorr HP

counsel w

ans /:8-11) An overview of Pau smrnrstry
13. Who take the lead in showing appreciation
for each congregation member?

14, 15. (@) How did Paul show balance in the
matter of giving strong counsel? (b) How can
Christian overseers balance the need to correct

wrongs with the need to give commendation? 11-
lustrate.
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fuggestst at he used the rebuhe s[parin -
=only when tﬁe SItuation mﬁ necg%
ar ora visable. In this he showed godly

If an elii
re ahonwere ene toaevvec of music,
gnn% re gteethna({ rfeﬁ)srlh]aanalheoufﬁ be like 3 a
| | W
%% |s? ne In 1fs place. (Luke 17% 2T|
ot Imagine a son conéamm r¥
tha ong note, [epeated over and over agal
|t would quickly grate (?nourears Ina5|m
|ar ve|n hristia Bel Brs try to houn out
t e|r teac m9 Wit varletg

0 not hmlt it to the correcting of
ro e s. Rather, its overal tor]e IS 0OSI-
Ve, %Jesus Christ, Iovm ed%rs 00
Irst for t e%%dtocommen not the fault

M reciate the har WOT
el i e

e el o
Ing hls%est 10 gerve Jei’?ovaqh Ang Fders
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inistry, before the con-

readllzy 1put that feehnsq into words.—Com-
pare hessalonians
ﬂ ﬂ]uestlonabl%/ most of the ChrIStIaH
to whom Paul ministered seniedt a
?grpremated them an had f Iow Teell ma
How do we know this? Looka
howthe fetabou%Pau The did not fear
him ev though eha? tauthorlt
%hewas eoved and ?51 e
Kvenh eftonea a\ IS e
IS neck and tenderly kissed him’l cts
SZM-Ewthank ul elders—and all ?
us—s e that we haY]e Paul’s exam
%o emu ate et us show appreuat on
or ong another

Acts of Loving-Kindness
170ne of the most potent fuels for broth-

16. What effect did Paul’s appreciative and em-
pathetic attitude have on his fellow Christians?

17. What are some good effects stemming from
acts of kindness in the congregation?



erly love is a simple act of kindness. As Je-
SUS sard there 1S more appmess In gjv
V\/%t an there I In recervm g cts 20

ether we gjve sttuaI y, materiall %
oourtrmeandene notonIy owe ake
others halonpy utwe make ou ﬁves agt Iy
as well the co gregatron Indnes
contaglous. O nerﬁ i;srmrar
acts In turn. Before Ion rotherly affec-
tion rourrshes'—Lu eb

]8Jehovah urged hrs people |srael to dis-
ﬁlay Indness. At M |ca 8, we read: “He
as told you, 0 earthl m 'man, what IS
?oo An what 1S Jehovah askmq nack
rom you but to exercise justice an 0 ove
Kindriess and to be modest in walking with
our God?” What does it mean to” “love
Indness™ The Hebrew word used here for
“kindness” (che'sedh) has also been trans-
lated into glrsh as “mercy. Accordmg
0 The Soncifo Books of the Bifle, thi
wor denotes som%thmg more actrve than
the abstract £ ng ISh wi mercY tmeans
‘merc translat d Into dee he. ro(er or-
mance of Persona acts of [oving-kindness,
not onsy 0 the poor_and needy but 10
alone fellow-men.” Thus anothersc olar
says that che'sedh means “love translated
Into action.”

]90ur brotherly love is not theoretrcal
M?tract trsacoEorete reality Hence,
ook for ways to do kind thin sforg/our
e

Wi wal

|mtoa¥ Jtyor ef ut%tnto p mt
tratrve himself. (L ke712 1) T m
cially of those most in need. Does an e er

18. What is the meaning of the “kindness” spo-
ken of at Micah 6:8?

19. (@) In what ways might we take the initia-

tive to show kindness to others in the congrega-

tion? (b) Give an example of how brotherly love
has been shown to you.

s)é t%‘flém r%?PaHeEdaXéé'éqraﬁteﬂ%‘éé

Id need some time and attention? Does

dep ressed soul need a listening ear or
some onsol mg WOrds? As We eka e, let
smaettme for ch acts of kindness.

h 29:12: 1Theﬁsa onians 5:14; Jame”1
7 Neverfor et that In ac? gre ation
of moe(r eg eoloe one of t l
acts of Kindness sforgrvenesg ree
mo 0 0f resentment, even when theersa

% ate c(fruse for complaint. (Colossians
th eéoﬁ rreea t?g SSfrte)e O{é)lt//?sroe i]s 0 rF eee
and feug % H r I&%err ?Pan ets

smother thte |refo brot |ydovek N
all of us he resolved to keep this vi-
talztrre of tteartép

love bummg In our
trs keep examiping se ves owe sh ow
ellow feelmo for ot ers Do we show ao
recra on fo ot es Do we pe(form acts

?ess to ‘ters As orLg %
ote Ire O love wi warmori rot
no matter ow

00 |tteryco an un

feeling this worl % &/a means,
then, et ¥our rot P/Ioe continue”
—now and foreverl—Hebrews 13:1.

20. How should all of us continue to examine
ourselves?

What Do You Think?

0 What is brotherly love, and why
must we let it continue?

[0 How does having fellow feeling help
us to maintain our brotherly love?

[0 What role does appreciation play in
brotherly love?

0 How do acts of kindness cause
brotherly love to flourish in the
Christian congregation?
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PATIENTLY WAITING
ON JEHOVAR FROM
MY YOUTH ON

AS TOLD BY RUDOLF GRAICHEN

H

Like a lightning bolt, tragedy struck my famﬂK
when | was just 12 years old. First, my father was thrown
Into prison. Then, my sister and | were forcefully taken
away from home and sent to live with strangers. Later,
my mother and | were arrested by the Gest apo | went to
prison, and she ended up in a concentration camp.

ersec t|on ed n m % e ne ctur 5 the
rr?o&sn hc%\éa an neer%t Eastlg e i dan C are a tt
man S|t|e hg(h tegrtyto ﬁsa_h 1(?8 guc cturesymaea
God. ter5 ears cateq “ser- t| Impression on me
V|ce t0 Cﬁns as | tﬁ (Mmlst Whenever 33|ble arents mcludd
?p enou gh t OWn hostilt meﬂ conar on actl es. For
m my youth; t ave not pre- | rua ustahewda Sa e
¥ale over e ﬁ Im 12 2) How thank-  ler took th amao
am to Je ation—=With Its s des moHon Ictures ar]d
Iwa? orE on Ju 21925 in the aII recorded narration—was snown in our lit
va near e|p2| erm town. Howexcite wasa 0 ﬂmere SeV-
orelwas orn w en?3 E eano age, ridin hrog town m the
eresa, eco ntze etrut |n Plﬁ Huc to anaver
f] gu Wt nso e |beSt nts, a Je tIS arc ot) -Drama”1Onthis
ovan’s Witnesses weret en nown ter occasmns the rot ers made me

T f event d d k th t f
T RGBT MR lh%h g
' t
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feeI like a usetul member of th con re

3
? lefice by h\rls Wor

Trained to Trust in Jehovah
Because of strict
hovahs Wrtnesses
Nazl politics. A
assed aws pronl

istian neutraljt
not get Invo
1933 the azrs

ization, in which children were trained i
Ifa Ine and indoctrinated wit
azrp IoFO[p ometea8 ers had the per-

0 aC percent tydent

IEVe lf]
Hartrc atron Yteac er err cnnel-
have felt tha a com-

P ef?ar lire eca se hkea teo(s er
achers In my sc ool, he was qne student
short of 100-percent participation. | was

that student.

eeting, and even reading 0
erafure. In September 1
In-our congr
werearrest
easrn prison.

Ut we urc

SC 00 M mot

0N, inc udr the entir

entence tO

drffrc It for us at
earne o tru

| came ome ro
rwas rea In
anted to trx me

o 3 4 e

dishes away,
oor. It wasa po
to search our a
| qot very scar

b )

orn U rteta

g rtment for Bl
newunr orm Isn't It

nusuaII hot da So the fi

hI tb t
m mo I|Sck n%(reabtge no

eWatc tower T
rans cked our a artment ut

|s he met W
rrences like that
tfrcult tests., For ex

Ie Insc oo I
Was pressured tojointhe Hit

r Youth orga-

One day Herr Schneider announced ¢ (i
evcass “Bays, 10 orrwwew]

%’e nT?t %4 dg Ve%ou shc!”fgtwear
our erY ut unitorms sqthat when we
arc trou e streets, all can see that
Z(iu% Brce herboys Thenextmtrnrn%
0ys_showed U helr unifo
xcetn}e Teteachrcaedmetotﬁ
ront of ecIass oom and asked me: “Loo
around af the r osandten 00K at
ourself, Hea nO\#thda 0yBur par-
nts re oor can ot arford t 0y
irorm, but et esowyousomet
rough meto |s desk "opened a draiy-
er ands wan %ege{\delyut IS brand-
| would rather have died han ut on a
runr orm, Wh nm teac thatI
orntentro o an
teentrrecass ooe n k

In Our Next Issue
What Does It Mean to Be Saved?
How the Bible Came to Us— Part 1

Why Report What Is Bad?
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us on the outing byt tried to hide me
makrng me wamqn tHe mrdgle 0 aﬂ the otr-
er boy In their ur] Jorms However, r(]ran}/
people in town coula see m%as [ stoo

am ng mnyc asamates Eve% ﬁ Sy knew that
m nﬁ) s.and | were Jeo Witnesses.
thankful to Jehovah for giving me the
needed spiritual strength when [ was young.

0 The Persecirtron InterttsrfreaI
ne day early in my sister an were
taken f(rot/n %ol ngtra S orted1 8rce
car to a ref orm sc oo I tadtroda about
miles away. The courts had d ecr
ed to remo us omtern l#e ce of our
Parentsan '[V[n uarnto h ren. Soon
ersonnel in charge of the re ormator
no % éatm %rsterapdlwere respectful
lent, dlt ou rm inour Christian
neu rarsze Irector was so impressed
that sh anted to meet my mother persop-
ally. An exce tronwas made, andm moth-
er’was aIIo ed to vrsrt]us (frs er, m
mother, an Iwere 50 Man thankf
to Jehovah f grantrng eopportunrt)y
fo beto?etherf rmuty Iencourar{rementf I
an entire day. We really needed I
Werem rne inthe reformator Eorabotﬂ
fo rmon Then we were sent rvewrt
ﬁ ami wrn Pahna. T eywere rnstructe {0
Us awa fronl our relatives. My moth-
as not éven allowed to visit. Yet, ona
S (e B
U uni
thera Ingbest she oodid)t r ls lﬁ u)s/
eterwrnatron to remain taithful to Jeho
(w tever tests an orrcumstances
wou ermit.—1 Corinthians 10:13
An t etests did come On Dece‘nber 15,
w en was on}/ Xears olg was
Prce ucp P/te estapg and put in a de-
ention center in Gera. About a week later,
my mother too was arrested and joined me
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che same prrF n. Srnce Iwas still a minor,
ecourts coy tr] me S0 my mo ?r
sPentstx nths In et ntonwre
eco ts walte orm 18t tn g)n
%r)/ Klturne 18, my mot erand |
were ought to trial
Before | r%alrzed It i Awas all over. Little
drdlknow that T woul ntseem mother
ﬂarn Md/ ast memory of her I séeing her
In court on a dark wooden encg
rrg xt to me. We were both pronpunce
g It r¥ | was sentencedto fo%[ 3/ ar?rn rls-
d my mother to one an IT years.
In t ose daP/s there wgre thoysands oJ
Jehova sWr nesses held In prisops an
camiJ ow%ver Was sent t?a prison in
Stollberg, where Iwasteon rtness I
spent over a earr ta]g onr en[
etJe ova aswrt me love | al(
Ivateq for him rnn}yyouthwasthe ey to
my spiritual surviva
OtnM ay 9 1945, ﬁfterlhad been in éprrs
on for and a half vears we recelved
rIroo ne s—t e war was over! On that d aP/
tr] easeq AferaﬁOmrIewekk | a
rived home, literal gsrc from ¢ au%tron
an starvatlr]on t took me several months to
reqain my healt
s00n as | arrived, | was hit with nwch

dr tressrng ng s, FIrst about ¥

te se had been In prr?(on one and

ears, the Nazis er to_sjgn

a oc ent_renouncing her faith in Je
.S r% r]efuse ﬁo t“e Gesrt]a ont%ok er
Orrreﬂ/oTﬁerS % %red’a1 ?t tr ustﬁ?ore
the war ended. oura eous
Chrrstran—a rd fr gave
0. May Jehovah remem er

There Was aJsonews about m ol der%roth
Gl I e ot
and Was krlled] In Russia, Myfather He rd]d



(&D) Serving

t
(3) in Herr Schneider's classro

%ome home, but sad 3/ he was one of the very

ew Witnesses wh 3|?ned that Infamous
document renouncmg he|r fﬂnh When |
?o to See him, eappoeare sullen and men-
aIIyd|sturbed —2 Peter 2

Zealous Qflrltua %CtIVIt
On March 10, 1946, | attended my first
postwar assembly in Lel 1 What 4 thrill
Wwhen it was announced that a baptism was

oday as an elder and pioneer,
hn om, (4) my mother, Te

(2) with Patsy, just before our
sa, who died in

wedding,

ore, t A m f|r tunify to get

ke pl t d | Although | had
go ae acetlh t%aJng 0\3i hmanm;/%ars bae
a t|ze nver or e z}@

I arc after |orp] ?rlngforo
onth Iwas JnV|te %%e-
ur Te%oc e%%lwmeswere |t -

e

g} s 2o F
erge as a special pioneer. Some months |
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spent more than 200 hours preaching to oth-
P t)? Otthe goo%news oP gh P(? dom.
How% | was t0 e free again—nowar, no
Persecution, no prisons!
Sad tﬂ Satlv that freedom did not las é long
After the War Germape;f was divide q
t}areéw ere | |vef| undetr)tec tro
the Communists nSfpte er 1950 the
East ermany secretr[) nown as the
as began {0 arrest the brothers s stem
arcay echar% a %nst me wer r| C-
ulous.. | was accuse erngasp% the
Amerrgan qovernment g sent me to the
\(rj\re(}]rkstJ rgtas prison In the country, in Bran-

Support From My Spiritual Brothers
ﬁ:re the_Stasi drd not | t. me slee dur

anrght%ng enftte(reyl \\Irvvglsj Su tee(rtré) to thne
orture foy ﬂﬂo WOISE.

éw days, hrng
ornrn instead of ret me 10
te 'took me to one of th&ir Infa-
Sst ellen fknown as submarine

[
f ﬁcause o%t eir Jocation (lee (Jnace-
ar ey opened.an ala, rusty 1ro ooran
n] to ste |n |'had tr% ep over ah |g
res d. When [ putm ?tdownlre -
1zed that the floor asri tire grcovere Wit
Water he do?r was samE d close

dawfus ealing noise, There asnotNgt
no windiow, 1t'was pitch blac

D

—

j——

?cause of tti several |nches of Water on
loor, |.cou e down, or Sleep.

the After wartr r5 na Salrt eemed an eterni-
Iwa fa or urther Interroga

b A t : Ja

% un er powertu %y 0 not kn ?w

Yva Was rse—to stn | water aI
(P% near %
3rt arnu [ |gt |rect
stralg tatm
nsevera occasrons he}y threatene to
shoot me. After some nights, of hnterrﬁpah
tion, | was visited one morning by a hig
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nrt 0t eGerrHan Stas was
tre trgg me evenworse than the Nazi Gesta-
E told qrméhat Jehovah’s Witness-

ere ne fra uneI g aﬁ overnment
an wereason ral un r e g&trntst

oi/ernment at we not me
E rt CS an%w%ere In the wi

Russian erﬂ Llﬁ]rt{hogtrrt;ﬁr | had the 0 gortu

rId In ontr st
sald, many wi

now tasro icers ad
een members 0¥vfl]< ElerY organi-

zation, where the elg earn owto
se‘iéute mrrt]oc nt peo 5 wtearrrt/ from&tt
ne}/r der\ttausron J
Sur rrsrn%/ the Russraﬂ officer did not
th me. On

r e contrar
E %B/ ke on me étreaters Xrna
ort after his visit, stre
rne oa

comf rtable cell é
ag/ s later, | Was hande over to he

n coyrts. Wh |emy cas? Was |h
ﬁlen f){edte mertJrrvr g sha r(r}|

wit eoterWrnese ernr
Fr uc cruel treatment,.how refres ma
otind It to havet & association of my spir
|tua rothers!—Psalm 133:1.

In court | was grono Fced uilty of espi
onage and Sﬁnten ed t0 X%ars Inap n-

Itentiary. Hr/a considered a light ‘sen-
ome of the brot ers Wwere sentenced

fence.

fomoret an ten ears | was sent t0 a max-

Imum securi gp |t t|ar | thi kthatnot

Even a mous Wasa t craw In or out
of that rrsR F]%twas ne se urrth/

Yet Wrt %e ovan's nelp some brave 5

ers were able to smu

In an entire Bible.
It BSt ken 3 part aﬁr?r%vr eg mt% %rvré-
oks and cjrculated among the brot
ers Who Were prisoners.
|—Iowd| we do It? [t was ver drtfrcult The

fime we came In contc Wltm
ot erwaswenwewreta ento eso

i aing  Sarer & Mo uhépete



mm ear that he had concealed some BrbIe Iwo%d hﬁve regrnprrson May Jehovah re-
mhrs towel. After r%s ower | was  membe

rab his towel Tnstead of mine. Since m reIease Jehovah has blessed me

ne of th eguar sawthe brother Y)Va Jf Wwith man grrvr\eﬁes of service. | served

to me-and hea re a arn as d special pioneer, in Gronau, Ger-
h( ({l&)l (ttogro t%towei Fn a A

it o el a circurt ovteraeter rntnT Gﬁ
q T\ﬁanq(u g Was not caug twﬂrﬁr ro)nlar%% Soaher chiowe oenro t
epages theL rse ogrs |r|tua eeg f

3t e Watchtower Bible Schoo of
Tt g By
ences..Our A erea (ij \iras W ve/ ér e dS Fﬂeg rvrfe g0 address
R iding and at great oras %r crowr? rIbrotfrers nd sisters anrp ?
o?te Peter Ke(f gour senses Ing some of my experiences.

watc were indeed” very approprrate fterthe%;raduatronItraveledto hile o

—1 Peter 53, serve as a missionary. There | served a arn
For some reason, the authorrires decided 35 acérlrcurt oversee e southernmost

to transter some Oflﬁ repsateday from On? rt of Chile— ||tera|t| sentto the ends
gfathe ea[O!r S%Z 1mar)3 JW Pats eut

Penrte(rergrresrryl rreasa r%(rJansferre {0 errr% teon |
vely missionary from San A
Tre'y i Tex y ) H

nrtentrarres Yet, was ays ?g USA | many wonaer-
\Je t0 IQP rothers Jgrew t0|| pue al t\“ ful'ye 15 Ut sevice to efiovan wih her%

Erot hers gee swrt reat sa-
Ness In my gef/rttﬂatller71 them every time mlnsrm than70 ears of life, | have ex-

| Was tra sferred. ore %
Fin s sent 10 Lej ﬁrg and there0| @[A%l“eegs] THZ gP ntrosrglents ia\pl]anm%%

| Wi
ha rseﬁeegsedf?reoﬁmdi) oo sy o gﬁt the calam |es ofthe it teou?]one it u
s T ol

tennhm 0 Psam experrencedtetragrc eat of 0

g
toyB I no%been that JezhovaYer%?/eA ﬁ] g'{o T"e‘;‘(%eerF\)/%tSX Oet\,\@r ol 4§negrrr§
old, s {
e,
mem

for us w en rose up against tied also under tragic ciréymstanc.
STTRPERRRN Sl el

against US, Now

altiough sickly and old, I.enjoy the

Jehovah DeIrvers His Lo?]/al Servants grrv eoqseﬂrrn?asare%u? Eronee¥an

Nowlwasg ree man agal twin sis- In Brady, Texas. T has not al-

ﬁr Ruth. and Sister Her chIe solgwere W&%S eneas an terenra e other tests
there at the gate wartrng urrng stil fce However

e the Pﬁsal It
all tese rrso ars Herta ha se tmea lcan SE\X God, youriave augh ﬁ”
imall ac % hon and until now I keep te
yoe

%%rmr&sronarrgs Ou Cgra uation took

ers Psalm

1 Jeh ovg
ﬁln 1963, whi estr In hrIe atfP/

ever ont | tru-
vet twrt outﬁrose Vtﬁ]e packages, b%utyourwonderfurworks —PsaPm 117
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Family Study That Brings Joy

“Byknowledge will the interior rooms be filled with all precious and
pleasant things ofvalue, ”says the Bible. ( 24:4) These precious
thln?s ofvalue are notjust material treasures but include true love,
godlytear, and strong faith. Such qualities indeed create a rich fam|ly
fe. (. Proverb315:16,17; 1 Peter %To acquire them, though, we
to bring the knowledge of God into our households.

HE family head has the re- ¥omﬁ essentials of conducting an effective
sponsibility of inculcating this ~ Tami y study.*

knowled?e in the members of . A family stt%dy IS moat effective when it
the family. (Deuteronomy 6:6, I r% qular” Le élé) 1q chancg or tO as ur
71-’ E hfe3|an3525 21‘6d6 Oﬁ]e tne- momenlb cision, oILtJ }% Jge %/u b
of the finest ways of doing this.is

areqular family stud Howdeh hm&%g or thestudy phe5|an551 -17)
Can e f0r the partICIpantS When the Stt yugh many suggestions presented in this ar-
|S Conducted Ina Way that IS Ot m@gm[}am to helping children in a family study,

cepts apply also to a family study where there

tive and enjoyable! Let us, then, consider  are no chitdren.
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Comln? Up with a regular time that is con-
venient fo all can bé'a challenge. We had
d|ff!,cuItX keegmﬁ; our famﬂgl tgw regu-
lar,” confesses ofle family head. “We tried
different times until we finally found a
time slot a little later in the evening that
¥\éorl5<|ea(1r for us. Now our family study Is

ncT |%/ou have a s&utable_tlme slot, be
careful not fo allow aistractions to crowd
out the study. “If visitors came while we
were having a study,” recalls Maria,* now
33, “Daddy ‘would invite them to wait un-
til the study was over. And as for phone
calls, he wotlld smglg fell the person that
he would return the Call later.

This, however, does not mean that there
can b no room for erX|b|I|t¥ﬁ Emergenuea
Or unforeseen oCcurrences ﬁy arise, an
It maY be necessary to cancel or postgone
the study ogcasionally. gEcclesmstes :113
But be careful not to“allow any of these t
derail your routlne.—PhnHJpl ns 3:16,

How long should a study last? Robert,
who has sticcessfully brought up a daug,h-
[er and a son, sa{xls: Ourstudies usuall
asted an hour, When the_ children were
young, we tried to hold their interest dur-
ing the hour by considering a varigty of
things, such as a few paragraphs in"the
study article in The select-
ed passages, from the Bible, and portions
of gther publications.” Maria remembers:
When my two sisters and | were very
oungi, our study was about 20 minutes t\ivdp
r three times a week. As we 8rew old-
grr S%u,( weekly family study lasted an hour

What Should We ,Stu\%?
Contemplating this question when every-

* Some of the names have been changed.

one is gathered around for a study would
result in frustration and the loss of valu-
able study time. If that were the case, chil-
dren would have nothing specific to look
forward to and would soon lose interest. So
select in advance one of the Society’s pub-
lications to %o through. _
“The faithful and discreet slave” has
provided an abundance of publications to
choose from. (Matthew 24: 5-47_? Perhaps
you can use a book that the family has not
studied yet. Andwhat a dehqht it'1s to con-
sider sefected portions from Tnsight on the
Scriptures if these volumes are” available
in your language! For example, you could
review the article on the Lord’s Evening
Meal during the weeks prior to the Me-
morial. Many families enhoy preEarm% the
Watchtower Study for the week. But the
secondary articles in The Watchtower also
Prov_lde excellent material for study. The
amily head, who knows the spiritual needs
of thé family, is in the best ?osmon to de-
cide which publications should be studied.
“We always studied a publication select-
ed ahead of time,” remembers Maria. “But
when a question came up or a situation
arose at school, then we would switch to
the applicable information.” Special con-
cerns, such,as the Froblems )rouths face at
school, dating, extracurricular actjvities,
and the like, do come up. When this ha|q-
pens, branch out into the articles or publi-
cations that deal with the problem at hand.
If you see information in the latest issue
of The Watchtower or Awake! that you
would like to cover with the family right
away, do not hesitate to arrange that, Of
course, you would want to inform the fam-
ily members of the change ahead of time.
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But be sure to return to the scheduled ma-
terial once the need is cared for.

Keep the Atmosphere Tranquil
Learning occurs best under peaceful
conditions.” (James 3:18) So cultivate a
relaxed, yet respectful, ‘atmosphere. One
family ‘head in the United States says:
“Whether we study in the living room or'on
the sun porch, we'try to stay fairly close to
each other rather than spread out in a large
room. For us, this creates a warm feeling.”
And Maria recalls with Preat fondness:
“My sisters and | were allowed to choose
where in the house. we would have the
study that week. This made us feel com-
fortdble.” Keep in mind that proper light-
ing, a suitable seating arrangement, ang
cheerful and uncluttered surro_undmtgs all
contribute to tranq_unht%/. Having refresh-
ments for the family after the Study also
helps make the everiing enjoyable.
ome families even choose to include
other families.in their stud>f on gccasion,
adding to the interest as well as the vari-
ety of comments. When new ones in the
truth are invited to share in this arrange-
ment, they can henefit from observing an
etx%erlenced family head conduct a family
stuay.

Make the Bible Come Alive

Make study periods I|veIIy for the chil-
dren, and they will ea%erly ook forward to
them. You cap do this yencour_agfmg little
children to draw pictures of Bible scenes,
When appropriate, have children act out
Bible events and dramas. With young chil-
dren it is. not necessary to stick toa for-
mal question-and-answer method. Reading
or telling stories about Bible characters is
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an enjoyable way to inculcate godly prin-
ciples. Robert, mentioned earlier, recalls:
“Sometimes we would read Bible passages,
takmgbturns, reading the various ‘oice’
parts by assignment.” Children can be in-
Vited t choose the character they want to
portray in the readln%. _

Using maps.and charts will help older
children visualize the areas and features of
the land where events being discussed took
Plac_e. Clearly, with a little" imagination, a
amllkl study; can be made lively and varied.
And the children will form d longing for
God’s Word.—1 Peter 22, 3

Help Everyone to Participate

For children To enjoy the study,. they
must also feel involved. Getting children
of different a?es to participate, however,
can be a challenge. But a Bible principle
states: “He that presides, let him do it in
real earnest.” (Romans 12:8) Being enthu-
siastic helps, for enthusiasm is contagious.

Ronald involves his five-year-old daugh-
ter, Dina, by having_ her read subheadln(I;s
In the study material and askln(]{/lher 0
comment on the pictures. As the Memori-
al of Christ’s death approached last year,
he focused on the pertinent illustrations in
the book i
Lived* He notes; “This helped her to un-
derstand the significance of the event,”

With his ten-year-old daughter, Misha,
Ronald goes a stép further. “Misha has pro-
gressedto the point where she can under-
§tand not just what the illustrations_are
but the meaning t_hey_portray(),” says Ron-
ald. “Sowhen considering the ook Revela-
tion—Its Grand Climax At Hand!,* we

* Published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract So-
ciety of New York, Inc.
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concentrated on the meaning of the illus-
trations, and this has helped’her.”

JAs children ({ow into their teens, in-
vite them to make practical application of
the material under consideration. When
questions come up during the study, as-
sign research parts. Robert did that"when
his 12-year-old, Paul, asked about a new-
ly formed”school club involving the %ame
_unﬁeons and Dragons. Paul ‘and_ others
In t looked up information us-
ing the WatChtower Publications Index,
and they reviewed it at their family st_udY.
“As a result.” saYs Robert, “Paul ‘quickly
understood that the game was wrong for
Christians. _

. Robert also assigned research at other
times. His wife, Nancy, recalls: “When we
researched the apostles of Jesus, each of us
Wwas assigned one apostle every week. How
thrilling'it was to see the children enthusi-
astically present their report at the family
study!"Doing their own research and shar-
Ing the information with the family helps
children ‘qurow up with Jehovah,—1 Sam-
uel 220, 2. o

Asking questions—viewpoint as well as
leading ‘questions—is also a fine way to
get chilldren involved. The Master Teach-
ér, Jesus, asked viewpoint questions, such
as, “What 0o %/ou think?” (Matthew 17:252

“When any of us had a question, our par-
ents never answered us directly,” remem-
bers Maria. “They aIwaXs asked Ieadmp
9ue,s,t|ons, helping'us to reason on the maf-
er,

e family

Communicate—Do Not Irritate!
The joy of a family study is enhanced if
all_present can communicate their view-
points and feelings without the fear of be-

ing_ ridiculed. But “good communication
during a family study is_possible only if
the lings of communication are open at
other times,” says one father. “You can-
not put it on just for the study period.”
By all means, avoid thoughtless comments
that stab, such as, ‘Is that all? I thought it
was something important’; ‘That is Silly’;
Well, what do you expect? You are just
a child anyway.” (Proverbs 12:18) Be com-
passionate and merciful to your children.
(Psalm 103:13; Malachi 3:17)°Find pleasure
In them, and support them as they endeav-
or to apply what they are leaming.

The mood of the. family study should
be such that the child’s mind is receptive
to instruction. “When you start to correct
children,” explains oné successful parent
of four, “you have a somewhat hostile au-
dience.” In such an atmosphere, the infor-
mation probably will not sink in. Sp avoid
making the study periods sessions for dis-
cipling’and punishment. If they are need-
e”, administer these later and individu-
ally.

_ The Effort Is Worthwhile
. Building a spiritually rich family takes
time and effort. But the psalmist déclares:
“Look! Sgns are an inheritance from Jeho-
vah; the frunage of the belly is a reward.”
(Psalm 127:3) And the_gar_ents are entryst-
ed with the _resRons_l ility of “brmgmlq
[children] up in the discipline and mental-
requlating of Jehovah.” (Ephesians 6:4)
S0 develop the skills to, conduct an effec-
tive and enjoyable family study. Do your
best to provide “the unadulterated milk
belonging to the word,” so that %our chil-
31r%n rrl1%\y3 “grow to salvation.”—1Peter 2:2;
ohn 173,
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Books, Books, Books!

“Tothe making of many books there is no end,” wrote wise King Solomon of old.
(Ecclesiastes 12:12) During 1995 close to one new book was published in Britain for
every 580 of the population, making that country the world’s leader in publishing
new book titles. China, the most populated country, came in second with 92,972 edi-
tions compared with Britain’s 95,015, Germany followed (67,206 titles), and then
came the United States (49,276), with France next (41,234). “Much of Britain’s lead
over the world is accounted for simply because of the English language,” notes The
Daily Telegraph newspaper of London.

Reports indicate that the book-selling market has been onthe decline for several
years, and nowonly 80 percent of adults in Britain buy one or more hooks ayear. But
do peaple read all the books they buy?

One ook that continues to be both widely distributed and read is the Bible, now

available in parts or as awhole in over 2,120 languages. I you donot yet own a copy,
contact the office of the Watch Tower Society nearest you to obtain one. If you pos-
sess a Bible, take it out and check the Scriptural references that appear in the arti-
cles in this magazine. Doing so, youwill discover the Bible’s life-giving knowledge.

QUESTIONS FROM READERS

Since Jehovah's Witnesses strive to be
honest and they trust one another, why do
they feel that it is important to make a
written contract when there are business
dealings between them?

Their doing so is Scriptural, practical, and lov-
ing. How so? Well, let us consider those aspects
of business contracts.

The Bible presents a written record of God's
dealings with his covenant people, the Israelites. It
includes business dealings involving true worship-
ers. Genesis chapter 23 contains one we might
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consider. When his beloved Sarah died, Abraham
wanted to obtain a burial place. He began dealing
with Canaanites living near Hebron. Verses 7-9
show that he offered a clear price for the piece of
land he wanted. Verse 10 proves this offer was
made publicly, in the hearing of others at the city
gate. Verse 13 shows that the owner offered to give
the land to Abraham, but he responded that he
would take the land only as a purchase. And vers-
es 17, 18, and 20 explain that this is how it worked
out, being confirmed "before the eyes of the sons of
Heth among all those entering the gate of his city."



Would it be different, though, when the two
having such a business dealing were both true
worshipers? Chapter 32 of Jeremiah provides an
answer. From verse 6 on, we see that Jeremiah
was to purchase land from his cousin. Verse 9
shows that a fair price was agreed upon. Now
read verses 10-12: "Then | [Jeremiah] wrote in
a deed and affixed the seal and took witnesses
as | went weighing the money in the scales. Af-
ter that | took the deed of purchase, the one
sealed according to the commandment and the
regulations, and the one left open; and | then
gave the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of
Neriah the son of Mahseiah before the eyes of
Hanamel the son of my paternal uncle and be-
fore the eyes of the witnesses, those writing in
the deed of purchase, before the eyes of all the
Jews who were sitting in the Courtyard of the
Guard."

Yes, although Jeremiah was dealing with a fel-
low worshiper, even a relative, he went through
some reasonable legal procedures. Two written
records were made— one being left open for
ready consultation, the second being sealed so
as to provide back-up proof should there ever be
any doubt about the accuracy of the open one.
All of this was transacted, as verse 13 says, "be-
fore their eyes." So it was a public, witnessed,
legal business dealing. Clearly, then, it is with
Scriptural precedent that true worshipers handle
matters in such a confirmed and documented way.

It is also practical. We know how true the say-
ing is that "time and unforeseen occurrence befall
them all." (Ecclesiastes 9:11) That includes devot-
ed and faithful Christians. James 4:13, 14 puts it
this way: "Come, now, you who say: 'Today or
tomorrow we will journey to this city and will
spend a year there, and we will engage in busi-
ness and make profits,” whereas you do not know
what your life will be tomorrow." Hence, we
may begin a project, such as making a purchase,
performing an agreed upon work or service, or

producing an item for someone. But what will
tomorrow— or next month or next year— bring?
What if we or the other party were to have an
accident? That might seem to make keeping the
agreement impossible. What if we cannot do the
work or perform the service, or he finds it next
to impossible to keep up the payments or keep
his end of the agreement? If there is no written
agreement, real problems could arise, ones that
could be settled or could have been avoided by
having a simple written contract.

Further, we should not forget that the very un-
certain nature of many aspects of life might even
mean that someone else would have to take over
or settle our (or his) business affairs. James add-
ed inverse 14: "For you are a mist appearing for
a little while and then disappearing.” Realistically,
we might die unexpectedly. A written agreement,
a contract, could in practical terms allow others
to carry on in handling matters should something
unexpected occur on either side.

In a sense, this leads also to the third aspect
— written contracts are loving. Certainly, if either
party died or had an incapacitating accident, it
would have been loving for a Christian to have
provided a written record of his obligations or
financial expectations. And rather than reflect dis-
trust, it shows love for the brother with whom we
are dealing to make a written contract that will
state clearly and exactly what he is obliged to
do or is in position to receive. This loving step
will minimize any cause for hard feelings or re-
sentment if one of the imperfect parties should
forget some details or responsibilities. And who
of us is not imperfect, forgetful, or prone to mis-
understand details or intents?— Matthew 16:5.

There are other ways in which making written
business agreements reflects love for our brother,
our family, and for the congregation in general.
But it should be clear that beyond being loving,
such written records in adequate detail are prac-
tical and Scriptural.
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n April 16, 1996, the Supreme Court of
O Connecticut, U.S.A., upheld the right

of Jehovah's Witnesses to refuse blood
transfusions. This decision reversed an earlier
trial court ruling.

In August 1994, Nelly Vega, one of Jehovah's
Witnesses, began bleeding severely after giv-
ing birth to her first child. Efforts to stop her
hemorrhaging proved ineffective. As Mrs. Ve-
ga's condition worsened, the hospital sought
to obtain a court order authorizing a blood
transfusion. Mrs. Vega had already signed a
medical release instructing that no blood or
blood derivatives be administered to her during
her hospital stay, thereby absolving the hospi-
tal of any responsibility for the consequences
of her decision. Nevertheless, the hospital ar-
gued that forcing a blood transfusion would be
acting in the best interests of the newborn,
who, the hospital urged, needed its mother.
The trial court was also concerned that, aside

Supreme Court
of Connecticut
Upholds
Patient's

Rights

from her blood loss, Mrs. Vega was a young,
healthy woman. Thus, despite the protests of
both Adrs. Vega's husband and her attorney, the
court granted the order and transfusions were
administered.

In time, the case was brought to the Supreme
Court of Connecticut. There, it was unanimously
decided that the action of the hospital violat-
ed Mrs. Vega's rights. The ruling stated: "The
hearing before the trial court took place in the
middle of the night, under extreme emergency
conditions that were not conducive to the ability
of either party to develop fully its arguments.”

This ruling of the Supreme Court of Con-
necticut is significant for people other than
Jehovah's Witnesses. "It's important for all pa-
tients who might not agree with their doctors’
decisions," says Donald T Ridley, Mrs. Vega's
attorney. "The ruling will prevent hospitals from
steamrolling over patients' values, whether re-
ligious or secular."



