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How Do You View SIn?

/ / THERE IS. HOﬁIn In thee, theh isno  chan ln I}A e ann| more peo today do
m|ser|y thee: thou artteres nott INk of themselves as smu
(frvm 0 o[‘]nn got%nt nower.” The  “Modem consci usness dogs not encour-
renowg Hmdug er V|Yekanan a%e moral reproach; In particular, it ?es
da made this state h % %pﬁlnm a tencoureﬁ;e s reRr ach,” says theo
assagefroma Hindu Bha- |an Cor usPant| rﬁ %r Curc es of
avad Gita. Citin theV danta he claims:  Christendom sh are sqnie of t 9 It over
Heatest error is.10 say 1 that you are trivia |2|ng sin. “Don't go to chuien If yo J
wea at you are a sinner.”* want to héa aboutam sasa ulﬁ
|t tru toug that there isnosinin  versity chaplain, And accori g E rf]tln-
man W |han5 oesa per- ga sgme churches iq?neralé/ peak of SIn
son in ent at}nt ? Oy Y 8 sical ?1'5 nly 1n terms of socral Issue
are determined by nerﬁd ty, . {as IK dmltted he social woes of the daz
ananda, a Hindu't O [ charac-  are man |o ence, (hnme wars, ethni
R/ones aﬁtlons In strife, ? gabuse di ?gesny Pressmn
%to Vive ananda and violence against ¢ ﬁ are rampant
ur e%m - th centur een_calle s

teristics ixre greRareé
prewous ves.” Accor and violent
er%eds oneo theq) ood stcent |eshuman| dy

Oyou are t e creator o(%
uism teaches nothing out In

The concept of mhented sm |sa oab- ?ver known. Ad tot 1S the pain an su

sent mong eZoroastrl Into-  Ter nuget a\N qut rom sickness, . old

Ists, the C Ists, an eBu |st ? ath 08S not on% %rllberatl
| lons, W lc r ems that exist In

ven i Jud 0-Chisi an 1 om th ¢ e rob
avetradltlona” tau? d; ctrine ofin-  the world today?

erited sin, the attitude toward sin Is he\r/}ltgatd %eln \;\?eyo\tljgrv&vgeoﬁgrl]n’é lrg(le?i (|)n-
e Vedanta philosgohy. i basel onthe Uneni-  fromnain and suffering? The next arficle
s J“ S e i, 7 e fein and. quest?ons
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When Sin Is No More

RE we born in sin?” That questiqn
Horph da Sg{raduate stugent |n
é mtE es soon afte

el G
was %{el nto i é sin 1S Ingee

ere, e reasoped genying or gngrn
th i 'tXn%Vv‘&Qr t(E%ng %Segs “Jgﬁ callg on

oint. Was the first man created wi
got at_he asEJ ﬁ

evil trajts {0 |§
Eﬂxga A

fsn1s only an e%erna eVl P'[It
80ro]r}nc £,.Can We ever nope 0 gain tre
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n-

If Inherited, pus(i have hadastart-

According to Hindu belief, sufferm%
eV|I re CQ com|tants to_creation r
(T;orel "notes a Hindu scho#ar
cp IC rhe atsm onr¥ ng)oves om one
ace 10 anof er ut can ot he totally erad-
tﬁ%te orl Evof Crﬁgoalinn tﬁrso eﬁn 6tl rgcrorgf
W | U
ed h|ator¥ If |t predates maqn l11|storjcal
records, feliable answe][s about ItS ’w
mu t of necessh come from a source |
than m? answers must come trom
Go —Psa
Man—Created Without Sin
Desc Jons of the creation of man ng
i asa% uraéwe admits
philosopher Nikhilahanda. Similarly, most



Eas ern religions provide onIym hoIo
sclentf] creasons
Brb e account of the Creation o
nroceeded to reatete
n God’s Image he created him; maIeand
male he created them.”—Genesis 1:27.
anto be created “in Go*

. What doesr
Man Wa made | nt

p Egd avr

'clS ustrce wisg

. Th er was no

ree moral age
or suf ering in

man, no evr
e was created.

Upon the man Adam, Jehovah God pIaced

“From every tree of the gar-

trsfact on. But as

oo]d e(md bad

sr mt e firs
his life, when

you must not eat rom |t for |

wre Eve coud rng and honor to
therr Creator an remarntree of sin. Onthe
ct of disobedience would In-
lure to meet God’s

?ﬁds and would make them im

Adam and Eve were not created drvrne
However, they djd have a measure of divin
rrbutes and the
|srons Bein
srn ess o perf

dicate thelr fai

Genesrsl 1 De teron-
ot ISru tt e har
dsrn egrn

tower Ie an

The Origin of Sin
Sinoccurred, frrstr It}he sprrr1 t realm. Be-

fore the creation of the eartn an man
God ha create Btellrgent spirit creaC{
—the angels, (Jo ]f 1 0los
sians 11 1) ne 0 theean tourrrht
reat e

a of his_own beauty and Intel-
om are Eze |e 28: (]{ -15. From
ruct nto
ren |san et on
eous eoo art ertnevrlors ﬁolth (%
enesis 127 8 e
wh% me@m

ired their wors
Ot)wel n on hrs esire mtotake

awron courts E—Jarﬂes h ! the
a Ing to Eve ou er n
rebeq |ou ngel sardﬁ orb 83 %ﬂ

gtrn fgoo and%ad God as o |<
et at she sh uI v en srs
that was.a c
sr Bystarngthrs |et ane e
fg h'Q”SEv Sa%larerS% er, an agnaetatn0 an
poser of God —Revearron 129,
atan’s ersuasrve argument had an ﬁ]d

verse effec on ve Puti1 truslt In
ters she a ?rse R
t dedd an to eat som rurto tg
or en free. Her US an ﬁ fJorne
er IB eating the fruit, and both of them
there (Geness 3: 6 lTrm

oth 2y14§Ca egrim it hoosrn to 1S J
3{ our frrs(l]% nts misse ie mar
er ectronan ade sinners of t emseves

ut the offs rrn Ada
Eve? @rtne %rble exg rou one
an sr enteredr the WorI an deat
srn eathsre toa
ca set smne oma
: he aw o ere |t wasarea}/Sme

ct C nt
drenw at e |(Jnot ave, ?Joh 14:4) Having
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Iostﬁ Lfectl N éheflrst couRIewe inners
when thely chil renwere concelved. As a re-
ﬁut,a 0 us—wto xce tlon %v In-
erite sh ﬁ{m f
turn sIn nas ro uce not Ut evilan
SUft enng I\g BOVEY, cause o It, we
% an or t & Wages sin pays Is
—Romans

Conscience Accu?es or ‘Excuses’

Consnj er also the effect of snhont ebe-
havior 0 05 ﬁlrst uranan pair. The covgre

ortions elr_bodies an atte
Eethemsev rom Goﬁ enfswp 5 %
Int uscauhﬁ [{ H\to eeg t anxiety,
and s anking today |sa too famil-
lar Wlt these emotions.

A ool

el S
) & nﬁn I

PJT ns t at aw 1S nHen In our hearts,’ _ _
eSS Our CO[} Ience nas %ﬁcome Seamd, Adam brought sin and death on mankind
ar;Y atlon of that law produces an Inter-

geaval S 't 'St ” c VoK 01 C0: Eblrths and deaths.” As a solution, Bud-

%IGH %lﬁ]%% i ?I’_lﬂXﬁgS(fS V&ﬁet Y Siml ary 0Ints to Jrvana state

éﬁ of oblivion to external reality. Not navin
\rﬁﬁonzeg%fn ot e el i Tner ence Come 10 01 swnn e oo §/ ]

r]ce t of Inherite
Pall s Well qvare o s sinful tenden sin, HindUim promises only n escape from

(s anenlwn OdOW tlsr 0t ﬁ On the other hand, the Bible’s easof
reeﬂ Seﬁ)é S%Htﬁv'ﬁg fGo ég% e\g Ilb? anhon rasult3|n actu Fre 0va
the fan am wnTnn but %éﬁq %P inful con nmn A ter as mg oW he can
inem ers another aniw&rnngﬂa ainst t } e resclied from i th [t) le u
i Seeds 0 answer: “Th i E{ thro Y%
sainsoamy ”&'tnl Sy mel e?s i Sa esus Christ our Lord!” Aqmars ?] 5
askcja owﬂ| res de rom the bo t&e rescue comes from God through Jesus
ndergoing this cea —l%omansh/ ? Alilg’éordln to Matthew’s Gospel, “the Son
Freedom From Sin—How? of man g nr p

“Liberation, In the Hindu tradition,” says  soul a Su|SnexcnStn Ceao$ma)nglles
one sc%o ar, “Is Pgeratmn Prom répeat-  thew 28%83 As recorded at 1 Tim th;f Zé

oW

Iro



Jesus' ransom sacrifice brings freedom
from sin and death

Paul wrote that JesP ve hlmself 8 Cor-
re?ﬁondm ransom orﬁ The or “ran-

SIgnities paying the price ort e re-

mption of. captives. The fact tRat IS a
cor esponding; ransom stresses the efticac
of the price hn balan? gthe Ieﬁ; al écalso
Justice. But how could one man's death b
Ueemed ° acorrespon Ing ransom for aII
Adamsol ankin |ncud|
smaﬂ death. enceopenat ea|
was his perfect human lije. To cover a
another er ect human i (ej—a correspong-
mg ransom—had to pe Exodus 1:23
uteronom 1921 Ro ans 9 Since
no Imperfe man oou V\Prwet sran
som, God. In his Infinite wisdom, opened u
a Way out of these straits. (Psal 496

Ele transfgrreg the ﬁerfect life of HIS 0 n¥
oFCTe RO o Feht?ﬁv?lsrnobte§ fomo
a erfe&man—LukelBO% ohn %6 18,
In order to acgom lish thg work of re-
dee[mng mankind, Jesus had to maintain

nrecord ﬂae entire tl]me e Was on
n e fe, g VSQ fes%'seeasusr%‘a
al!1e f ?erfec uman |IH§—hIS
eava\<

? ?epevenqg gnfg Ind. tOZD %yonn%rl%rnsso .

What Christ’s Ransom Can Do for Us
esus ransom sacrifice canq benefit us

%t now. By exercisin Tl n&n wg
an cojmg i c!e ! Sha”va'h”% E)owQre an te

8erﬁare é&cts 10: 3%O{n njs E *P]
et an eing overwnelmed wit ml} or
ik Tl
?vf me r%nls —|saiah 11% Eqnesmnsl

Inthe asahed(tﬂ) ansorﬁ will make

bet complete eai ank Bn S
00

conartion C Sln ast
(y [1)9 esr HVFOWTE%
Alo

1SSUIN OI’t rom BTOHQO

ngte ers banks are bountiful fryit

trees”hayi aves or t S oie

r}]anon evelation 22:1, I) ym 0|caly

ere speaks ors

marve g 6{30}/ lon to Tr ank|n rom

SIn and aeatn. rorever ont asIS of Jesus’
ransom sacrifice.

Jbepn P
n ht ear

gon
ecome
ect, belp et ree Sigvemen

orru tion. iRo gnﬁ820re [éosﬂgojuel na
odarﬁ IS loya Son f susé rst, wﬂo\n-
came the rans m 7—o
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Mainta | e in a

VIER AT S0 WORED

‘Keep doing all thingsfreefrom murmurings and thatyou may
come to hé blameless and innacent, childrén of God without a blemish in
among a crooked and twisted generation.  PHILIPPIANS 2:14,15.

I%HOVAH’S commands IeaVﬁ no room these nahonsaﬁhrea“% 0 the physical, m?
[ compromise. [he Isr% ites were al, and spiritual well-being of"his people!
a ou to enterthePr mise “Landwhﬁg xodus 34:14-16.
0[p |\40868 told them: *You shou 3Because Godsorderswere notfull car-
all ethem (0 destructlon ried out, may Inhabitants of Canaan sur-
e H|tt|tes aﬂ the Amonteﬁ Ca-  vive conuest of the Promised
mtes and the Perizzites h viteS  and. Ju%ges 11921 In time, the insidi-
H]e Jebusnea AUSI 8 JD ovah your  qys |nfluence of the Canaanites es felt
20as commanded you."—Deuteronomy  gnd ¢ cogld be said: “The ithe |srael |tesl

2. Sl Hhouh i 2 i gd why S céeeer%h”g s S]drecgon&td‘éQd

nd the extermnation 0 with thelr orefathers and hIS remm e
naan s 'n%'ta”é KEXO(#USC NE - with which he had wamed them, ang ey
feason was, 1n orlsege at e, a”gf‘n”' %8 went follwng vain 1ol g bec T Vi
miant staqe e S 8(?‘3 &ﬂ themselves, een n Imition o the na-

In tions that were al| around them, concem-
fogﬁ gpodﬁ ; us, s gofggg gyﬁgos\gai d g whm Jehovah had commanded them

“ItIs
Bthe L ress of hese s tha} 1oLt 8o ke hem.” 2 K'P?ge}ﬁtelé)piac_

ovah |s drving Tem away fom he- {0 %h the years man

ticed The very vices.that had caused God
|t0erfe§%eret ng}gfe”%mg,%gnﬁoecgnagg o grger e benction o the Canzajies

alty, sexual excesses, and even ch
Ugl gep rr?/\\/”t and [S xogtrsyz%j ars gamcgﬁmey—Juéges 10:6: 2 Kings 17:17: Jer-
solclim 2K estlg tt‘i,ro\ﬂ‘v%%y b2 noest, - ST ot Hose erfoe deged

e 1]
the IaXdo anaan.’ (Levit us 1%3 2%}/ In- “Hear the word of Jehovan, 0 sons of Isra-
(icent Ch' ren Were Cruegy Sajr'lf\iced {0 g What resulte gecauae the lsra dghtes did ngt

Deuteronomy 18.9-12) No won- carry out God’s orders regarding Canaan’s
d'ae egnovah deeme theymere Sdstence of A Ee garding

t ful Iscael
gh 2, Why d d 530d call for the extermination of n(? J a?WZb W?gtp exe‘ojlrtaotwunnrsa ItR/eun at Sﬁﬁe
e Cana n pplans 15, andw at questlon are ralsed
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will be Cgathered in death " (tHosea4 1-3 In
7?0 E. the corrypt northern kin
of Israel was van urse Iy ssyria % -
wha%overacg r}/aﬁe e’ unfait uJ
southern kingdom of Judah was conquere
by Babylon.
. 5These evenlI rIIustrate how d%ngerous
f can be {0 allow 8urse Ves to.be” over-
aken by v ﬁ od despises unrighteous-
ness and will nof tolerat rtamoR his peo-
(L Peter 1:14-16 Iérstruet twelrve
n -t ep[gsent wicked system of things,
n a wor e1t IS becomin rncr}eas %
V COrrupt, %Gaatras 42 mo;1 g
Even o, Gotl’s Wor ortsa stran

{0 acting In suc e
are bP me es(sJ 51nd rnnocent ch%renr}{‘
dw outa emish Jn amon acrﬂ
twisted eneratlron amon m

are spini illuminator$ in the
Phill 14, 15) But owcan

lans 2
Wem?rnﬂarn Ptue rgavrce illed world? Is
It really possrble to do s0?

The Vice-Filled Roman World
6Frrs} -century. Christians fﬂ():ed the chal-
First-century Christians were virtuous, enr eegte %{/ré} |n|n ec\{”t eorﬁgﬁusgcwce
even though they lived in a vice-filled world
pr%e Roman rphr os her geneca saré ms

contemp raries: “Men siru mam éq tg
el for Jehovah has a legal case with the in-  Fivalry oTwic edness Eve g Sr

habitants of the land, for there Is no truth orw%ng doing is reatert rea &
nor Joving-kindness nor knowledge of Go C%Sj%m neltCOTTg ar Fg%g}%” slc%crgt otosur
in the land. There are the pronouncing  pd il ny t Ao nterta|nmentt o

of curses and practicing of deception an
mu errn%andpstealrnq?and comrFr)rrttrngctgc teg{‘ssas,? 9ewr? tesﬁrggafﬁe%'r%%ﬂgegon

af have broken forth, and TThe anostle Paul may have ha
s e Bk G o hhvwrtohegpde i
and ever rnhabrtant in 1t will have to fade century when he: wrote:God gave them
awc¥ h th I% W:: rdegt%%%t 8¥ tthg ﬁ%la(rjvgﬁsd EF”EF %3% férratr clenrézur Chrrstrans face a chal-
and even the 2 Hhtes of the sea themselves ooy amon%umgnycrrr{bt e'?frsr"@gﬁtﬁ??tcvﬁe ‘

QLQD_

THE WATCHTOWER- JULY 15, 1997 9



up to disgraceful sexual appetites, for both
h)err fe a?es changed th%pnatural use of
themselves Into ore contrary to nature;
and likewise even the males Ieft the natu-
ral use of the female and became violentl
Inflamed rn their lust toward one another,

ma(!eswr [males, work rn% trsolscene
an recervrnd rntemse est rec-
ompense, which was due for therr error.

&Romans 1.26, ZQ Bent on the pursuit of
nclean feshlg sires, Roman soclety be-
came Inundatéd with vice.

Hrs]to n¥ does not make clear how prev
alent gsexua Hy Was ﬁmor\rl(vr
mans, No doubt, though ere In u
enced therrGree redecessors among
whom | was widel gractrce It was cus-
E)omary for older men to corrupt youn%
0ys, ‘taking them under their win

tudent teacher reIatronshr that 0 ten
steere te?]/oungstgrs Into d vrant sexua
dou

behavior. U Satan and his de-
mons weretf ind such vice and mistreat-
ment of children.—Joel 3:3: Jude 6, 7.

9Wrrtrn9 under drvrne rns ratron Paul
told Chrisftans in, Corinth: “What! Do you
not know that unrrghteous persons will not
Inherit God’s krn? om?_ D not be misled.
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, por adul-
terers, normeﬁ gtforunnatural urpos-
es, nor men who i with men, nor thieves,
nor greedy persons, nor drunkards, nor re-
|Iers nor exéortron s will |nherrt God%
dom. An Xeh brsw ah Sé)n]
o Were utyu ave heen washed clean,
ut you have bieen sancti] red but you have
beert declared righteous in the name of our

w were childgen often exploited in Greek
and_I Etoman soclet 5 P

élnwlnwawa dégg s6910
v vVarious (H at was the
ro nd’io some In t hia congre

thﬂ an at change tOO ace In their Cas
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Vice haseven infiltrated computer networks,
giving many young people and others access
to pornographic material

Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our
God.”—1 Corinthians 6:9-11.

I)Pauls ins rred |etter thus condemned
sexual immorality, say that “fornica-
tors wouId ot inhefit odskrn dom.”

Tr ljstin anum er ofvrces owever

Ett g%hd i b S o0pe gLVl
t Was possrble for wrongdoers

0 becomg clean Inhis eyes.

1Yes, Christian virtue thrived even in
the vrce -filled world of the frrst centu
n{ Believers were ‘transformed ynh
g their minas over.” (Romans 12

How did first-cen hri nfrrnthe
wrcke en(\j/rgonn%encte o} tﬂ/ergd syans fare



ahandoned their “former course_of con-
duct” and were ‘made new in the force ac-
tuattng the|r mtnds Thus they fled from
the wor swces and Iput on the new per-
sonda |t% which was created according to

od’s d] In true nghteousness and loyal-
ty."—Epnesians 4

Today’s Vice-Filled World
PWhat about our da%/7 The world we
I|ve|n IS morevn:e r| de than ever. Esg
magsmce 14 there has been a glo al
moral decling, 32 Timothy 3:1-5) Reg) cfing
trad|t|onal |de s about vntue m rahtI¥
honor, and eth |cs man&/ ave come e
centered In th e|rt Inking and are “past
all moral sense.” (Eph e3|ans 419 News
week magazine said: “We ljve in an age of
moral relativism, " adding that the prevail-
g moral climate *has Teduced all Ideas
of nght and wronF to matters of person-
gkéacete emotional” preference or cultural
BAs in the first century, decadent en-
tertainment 1S common today Television,
radio, mquies, apd vjdeos emit g fteady
stream of sexually oriented material. Vice
has even |nf|Itra ed computer networks.
Pornogra phic material IS becoming in-
creas ?/avallabe on present-day “com-
Buter neworks and 1t IS being accessed
Individ uaso vanous ages. " What are
eefectso all of this? Says one newspa-
per columnist: “When blood and mayhem
and sleazy sex drench our gpular culture,
we get accustomed to blood and mayhem
andsleazy sex. We grow jaded. Depravi-
ty becomes more and more tolerable be-

B What change has come over the world since

rhdteHv?\é\e O@av tqgat(? % s entertainment

an Improper
ntertalnment € upon Inaivi U:':ﬁgl Prop

cause less anﬂ less scandalizes us.”—Com-
pare 1T|motK
UConsider this report in The New York
Tlmes “What would have been considered
scan alous 25 years ago has now become
aocepta le "living “arrangement. The
num er of couples choogin ohveto?eth-
I rather th an marry.clinioed 80 cenA
In the Unifed States] between 1980 an
991." This I not merely a North Amencan
henomenon e %% zine Asiaweek re-
Forts “Acultural denate |s raging In coun-
ries throughout [A3|a] The |ssue IS Sexu-
al freedom’vs. traditional values, and the
Pressures for change are %rowmg steadi-
Statistics show an In reasmgi acceP

tance of adultery and premarital sex In
many lands.

[ he Bible foretold that satanic activi-
tlywou be Intense in our day. (Revelation
212 hould not surp n e Us, then that
V|ce 3 aarmlng reva ent or exam-
ple, the sexual exglonatlon OfChI dren has
reac ed epidemic IJoro ortions.* The Upit-
ed Natlons Children’s Fund reports that

*See th Your Children!,”
o T Sl

14, 15, What evidence st gre that sexual mo-
rality has decline ordwide:

In Our Next Issue
How to Train Your Conscience
Let Your Brotherly Love Continue!

Family Study That Brings Joy
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“commercial sexual exploitation is damag-
ing children in virtually every countrY of
the world.” Each year “hore thian I miflion
children worldwide are reportedly f rc%d
Into child prostitution, tratficked and sold
for sexual purposes, and used in the pro-
duction of child pornography.” Homosexu-
alit dy 15 also common With some A)OHIICIanS

religious leaders taking t
promotlng itasan “alternative life-style.”

Rejecting the World’s Vices

bJehovah’s Witnesses do not join the
chorus of those whq endorse pefmissive
standards of sexual morality.. Says Ti-
tus 2:11, 12: “The undeserved kindriess of
God which brings salvation_to all sorts of
men has been manifested, instructing us
to repudjate ungodliness and worlgly” de-
sires and to livé with soundness of mind
and righteousness and odly devotlon amid
this, present system of things.” Yes, we
cultivate a real hatred, an abhorrence, of
such vices as premarjtal sex, adulter and
homosexual acts* Romans 12:9:
sians 9:3-5) Paul gave this exhortaﬂon
Let everyone namm the name of Jeho-
%/hah 2relngo nce unrighteousness.”—2 Timo-

]7True Chr|st|ans ree/ect the world’ sz
of seeming P/mmor Ices. For examp
many people today view alcoho| abuse
with"wry amusement, But Jehovah’s peo-
ple heed'the counsel of Ephesians 5:18: “Do

urﬁeTsh"%e i H?a%? i ﬁe‘% in e exp“a%'w“rds i
a({ln g II’S Cel %Ol’ln |an?(6 Q
ﬁf %Eatlon W&i :E)I' e akef

&vﬁthwrelgtegpt%dse% afehovam Witnesses take

% do trug Christians view the use of alco-
olic bevera Y,

12 THE WATCHTOWER- JULY 15, 1997

Christians must maintain virtue, not
imitating the dishonest tactics of others

not be gettin drunk W|th wine, |nwh|ch
thehe IS gepauc TerZ %t eep g elhmg filled
with spirit.” Christian” chodses to
%I% ! 2e does soin moderation.—Proverbs

B As Jehovahsservant We aIs re ect
the view of some In the WorI

and scream|H at one’ maean

or reviling theém with urtulwor |sac
ceptable behawor Withade rmmatlon to
rsue a Virtuous co rse rlstlan Uf
ands and wives wor ther to aPpIy
Paul’s counsel: g ah%lous bitte
ness and anger and wrath and screaming

R R

= o



e )
??gnot er, ten eﬁ compassmna(se free-
a/onln mqone another just as Go alsot?/
hrés2 reély forgave you."—Ephesians

BDishonest Jraud IXIH% cutthroat busi-
nestacttcs n stea] g Iso are common
eg An article usmess Mmagazine
reﬁgrts Asurve of 1000 Workers
ercent 0 resttton ents
a Wltnesse sen us miscond rin
teV|o g/ar " Such miscon uittnclu
% mig recoras, sexua harasi
In ITwe are t0 remain mora
3/ eandt % Ee es, We must avotd
uc conduct an onest in our financia
dealings.—Mican 6
ZJConsnjer at hﬁ pened one man
who Imagine e would ave more
fime for odsserwce If he made a kill-
|n In a financial venture He rew?t ers
In o an mvestment scheme by qreat VV
geratlngt elrpros ctive profits. hen
se did”not matr |ze e became 38
erate to cover the huge losses incurre
e stoe money thart had heen en-
truste to |m Becauseo his achoni and
T 0 et
d)etnde dn sthe B& eswarntﬂg gTttose
oare determme to be ric fa Il into
temptation and a spare and many sense-

less'and hurtful desi Jes which anqe men
Into destructton an inn For'the Tove of

one%/1 ab[)oot of al sorts of Ijurious
things, an
som% ave

grtgastt SR
and have. sta% ed_them & es aII overW|th

many pains.”—1 Timothy

prevalent js vice in heb 3| ess war]
e P

nsttans nee Pea 0
oney

AWorldly men of rnower and |nf|uence

ofte I1ack virtug a d demonstrate t e

truth or the maxim, owerco[)rug

cl 3|astes 89)tn some [ands, bribe v\y d

Pt er torms, 0 corrutlttlon are a ag/
eamon&[ d/ ge?] polic rnen Jltl

clans, However' those takin t

the Christian”congregation t e Vif-

tuo s and. are Stot to”lord It eciver others.

g 22:25, 26) Elders, as wi }as minis-
ena servants onot serve “for love of
dishonest gain.” They must, ?lmmu efo
any attem tst%)per ertori Iuencet elr
]r ment rospect of personal en-
ment,— Pet r5:2: Exo us 23:8: Prov-

er31723 |moh?]/ 21,
|%ZB and lar nstlana are suicess
ee |n resent-day chal ﬂg
alntalnl ? vnue In ou V|ce -l d

d. Yet, virtl

HVO ves_more than N
Ma joiding wickedness. The next artli
| iscuss what cultivating virtue really
requires.
21. What behaV\or IS common .among men in
E%ner in the warld, bu (;Row are those I respon-
Wn |0ns \n t e Christian congregation to

at Wnt the next article discuss?

Points for Review

O Why did Jehovah order the extermi-
nation of the Canaanites?

O What vices were common in the first
century, and how did Christians fare
in such an environment?

O What evidence is there that the
world has witnessed a global moral
decline since 19147

O What common vices must Jehovah's
people reject?
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Ar%you

PURSUING VIRTUE?

“Whatever virtue there is and whatever praiseworthy thing there is
continue considering these things. —PHILIPPIANS 4,

V'ﬁjosrmgg%égi%ﬁawaf.ﬁ%w%w %&iﬁ@?&sﬁwﬁ%ﬁggﬁeﬁ% i

e, Eé)ogma 2:1-3) How ver1 evjdently wors Red

llow :';L Wwent Kears dp Ahaz when
ship to be corrupte§ Christian pu |cat| egan o reg P or %meen ears
meetmg -assemblies, an conventlo |ve ereh nea In Jerusalem: an g H
us t warnings a ainst unr| V)g er
con gt erece| eso Scr| tu al vah his Go ke avl hIS fo atner And
0 “cling to what s good” e h? went wal |n In the way of the kings
! omasq %%As an orgamzatlon thr Israel, an phls ou) son e mefl
?re Jenovah Wltnes%es are strlvmg PaSSt rowh the []e accordln%to th?
n, V|rtu us, But what about us a indli tanle t 9%0 t entons fpl (i
viduals? Indeed, areyou pursuing virtue drove Oltl ¢ 0 the sons.of Israg
Vlrtue aral excellence, oodnessf” e kept sacrl Cé ama ing sacri-

%@%1 acbonandsthlnlzm It |snotapga33|ve %ua [“ eonte es. antd upon

|| v% ut an active gosmve one, Virtue 3 Uxuriant tree.
s more than avoid b e fir
|cat|f?Rr|Bua apﬁ

e, n.ﬁ.eéya;o%és%t i

gérswmgpete?t |es O??e 5 1 %WR ansl)anﬁ a gqot urlar&sa(?rlﬂti_lu ;
t0 your fait V|rue H By "con- %%cn Ice I th ?8 Testamen %ﬁr]
”r'omlsesi I ea n°”ssee ort 2P tgrc'i’%ﬁ an?ﬁusfévfc rfiheﬁﬁﬂénjvs'oe?@ees'”S&b%ﬁ'lca
ecause of our sm naturet ?S Itd calev?1 ence ort eexﬁstence ﬁ%

rchaeo
effort 0 remain virtuous. Yet (God-tearin
rp]d|¥ ual? fltﬂe past Have ONe 50, even |ﬂ ﬁu 28 tagﬂe Cseno r(lensge toaggﬁgltethwo
e face of Immense obstacles. iestﬁment al i U%ag sacr]{e cel
He Pursued Virtue Sa“fgtfmo hfgce'g tob emc !
3 The Scriptures contain many accounts 3 e eUt ero 0
sam167 rﬁ hatW|cke ac
ﬁov et 'osr\s’ICe and why fhas it not corrupted Je- How did Hezekiah fare in this vice-filled

o hatI}%uw tge and why is effort required to 4 Hezekiah conduct himself
5 8+w¥1atwmsked acts was King Ahaz quilty? ?Iled enw'ronmeezr? ah condlet himsel in 2 vice-
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environment?

! some Lh 119th Psalm |ilaL|nter

est, evet tHe com-
ose It o str rince.
Psam 19 1 |s crrc stanc
S. ma |nd|cate the Words: “Even

¢ they have spo-

nnce have sat; arn
enwith ong anot 'Aﬁ or Y0 rservant
econc shrms W you re?nulatro
L as. heen sleepless fr n rre

g%amll 2328 Surro nded trcers
0 ffalse religion, ezekra ma

ave ome
no Jecto scoMm mon mémbers 0
court, so muc s t at slee Wasr%)
t, Yet he ursue vrrtue | time
Israel he tru Kings 18:1
They Remained Virtuous
ang his three Heprew compa on% name
an rlrah |shae anaq] e)(] ere
err om and
{f‘ %s gn g S_B nteeso a% aer}/ nYere
At le the In nc
o ds ?orbrtft?e % Law, More-
ee grwere comgvele t te ergp 2
ans.’ r%Irsrno ed moet ans?qm ﬂatpe
Hg another an uage, for 1t Is | &2/
I J" ieas here desr nates
earned class T us, th Ellb wyou
Bayo

ol
R b e
IS0 ex mplarg In virtue were Danie
Prg to Bétla;fon The four youtns were v
ods
dergo a
tJar ing course r
wntr F onrrtue 0
Vi
Were ex oser{ 0 Warpe nian teach-

Ings.—Daniel 1
In spite. nf en rmous ressures to con-
form, Danie his three. om anrons
eose Irtue, ove VICe. 1 says:
irst year of

anie contrnue on Untll-l)atqe
SOW%M trraIs did Daniel and his three compan-
(5 y can we say that Daniel pursued virtue?

Young Hezekiah pursued virtue even though
he was surrounded by worshipers of Molech

Cyrus the king.” Yes, Da{t el ‘continged on”
%avrrt ous “servant o hovah Or over
Years ou h the rise and ofse-
era 88 INgs.. He. remaine tarth |
to G desdorteter M esa gotsa
corrupt go ernmen sexua
ICe per eatrn onran re gron Danie
er;t on pursul P

We Cﬁ earn much from God-fear
Daniel ang ? (mpant)ons The P sued
vrrtue |u trF ssimi a% to

Batr)%/ onlan cu ture. hloug grveg
L LA
er the Babylroman king atf(? essed anie %y
Iea ned from the Coyrse followed

at can
by B\anrel aan |st ree companions:
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IS ebr name, (
1S ong e Danre
ﬁve Insmall m

a determ

aniel 5:13) Throu hout
re used t comp mrse

sa S0n,
rs ewou
notE lute “arrrr]rse wrth he de0 les o
(%nstar(t]d tﬁ H 3anref an& hﬂ% three

GiEaane

?aced —Dame chapters 3an
Pursuing Virtue Today
8L|ke Danrel dand his three companions,
,rs)e vrP ﬁtét ag Sist assrmrlat on. Into
Satan rld. n 5:19) If you
are aC hrrstran outh. ou may be’ex err

encrn strong pressure %I’O ers to
?I’ extr gnPe { H]EGSS

an MUSIC. Instearfl Stte o' owin e\?err0 OP] oP
st at co esaon oug fa
onot et our 2 |oneda
tert | stem (Ro ans 12:2
Repu |ai uno mess nd wortd desire
an Ve soun ind_and

rrq_ hteousness an odll votron TItus
1% The Important

5 0
e

prova to go [ peers uto Jenovaﬁ
—Proveros

9A ult Chrrstrans tﬂo face pBessures and
mus evrrtuous Christjan”businessmen
%/ gtem ted to em OY Uestionahle
hods o noreg(y etreua
trons and tax 9 less of how Dusl-
NEss compett]ors orw kmatesP Ve, now-
ever Y]vewrs on uctour ves onestI
|naI't ings.” (Hebr %w afre Ser|g-
tura 0yre uired to ones and arrwr
employers, employees, customers, and seg
ular governments. (Deuteronomy 25:13-1

can Christian youths resist assimilation
rnto%a anns d% Y . theb

ﬁes\év vr?ot eascuere%n qthotvvcs ”S‘IS” hey con uct
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cacles of

atth 7 Roman 13:1: 1 Timoth
Mtussb 0) Let ys.als strrvetnh rYrr?erf3
i our business affairs. eetén%accura

records d utting a ritin
\We Can 0 enppreve% ISun erstanrtN J

eeﬁ on Guard!
DPsalm. 119:9 hlrohts agother asplect
of remaining virf usn 0d’s sigh
Blsalmrs sac will a g
eanse |sa eern nurac
c?{ rwor tan’s most
ectl ew apons |sm |c whrc aS NOW-

ﬁl’ to st|r emo 10Ns. Sa ){ Christians
€

ave failed to keep 0 en t comes
to music, 8 frn mselves rwnto
extre e orms of it, suc rap an]

e PO ey “han‘ o h%“i't’
tentron to th itrrcs %t ers sa% {t)ﬁat t e
o gunt"t oy Chrlstians Otrhoue o

not wh et er somethin ge (t F
e]rr coneern Is whether |t s ac gﬁ/
e Lord.” nghesrans510 ) Bya

[
eav me at d rfap music”pr mote SL?C%
VICES as profanit ornrcatron and even Sa-

gaTr]r (r)sm—tarnaeo t]at C rta]eS}/ have S% ace
{ogeac oru sp Woulcf oweTrto reflect oﬁ

|s question, By my ¢ joice Of music, am |
pursuing Virtue or vice?
1 Man teIevrsron pro rams, Videos, and
movies promote ccordrn tg one
Rromment menta exp edR
Ism, sexyalit vroence 9ree nds elfis
ness’ predommate In most of the movies be-

*See Tge Watch rI 1; }hs%g pages, 19-
erie

g it (R e

0 Whg [s there aneed to keeco on guard’ when

0 oUr_¢haice o
owcan a.C rrs%ran kee on quard with. re

i &
spect to television programs, Rides and movies?



comes to entertainment [res (E he ans 5:15 16 ) Perhaps the ar
lh eping, on
Incluces beH Iectrv out ht —Comp are sa
tcan epto promote Vi ws

Christians must keep on guard when it sible to buy out time from other activi-
mor ours WOU serv uwe

l}]arjo%roduce toda Therefore, trme ra er, sturg( edrtatron

are oose to watc #osa mist p raﬁ Bl\/ledrtatron is invaluable, tor it he

yeyespo I see&rw us to retain W at we learn. e |m

IS Wort Bss (gsa ]l 2 rlsr

hH@hQ%mﬁghrsfh $g Ied his rmgl e_ Eo |Iu e |s e i th| tow tht%

hcsex% vroence he Ptt?r%on 0 pr 'S ornrca 'On ﬂ]u ecarho

er o al or ha t 15 wicked
3”355? th'? 0% at a tis good.” (Romans 3 W can i
osepn. 1 thougnt of Jehovah first and e ewa A 0V eeIs ] out Sex
?peasrr?g him. 3{ Immorality medrtatrn T

The Role of Studv and Meditation texts, such ds oIossransS wrtuc?tyur
It IS not enough 1o avoid bad thrns “Deaden, there[}ore ﬂ“f bod memgers
Pu?“'tﬂrvmue also |ﬂvo Ves studvin | that are upon the eart res ects fornr-

meditatia on the goad thin sre or a[ron uncleapness, sexua etite, h l
God’s Word so it rrg teou rr cr desrre an coY tOUS ess rch IS | o
les B rh? Ei \e ar onurse ‘X\/ at kind 0 sexa
?ouriaw ex grmed amrst IZ&PSI etrte m t\ eaden? (5
It |s mg cop ﬁ salm 2 dt atmrg taroHseunclean ﬁrre Are
ersonal stuay the Bi eand shra tere anges | .need to make In t evrrz%
Ications art of vour e Leatt e opposite sex?—Compare 1 Timo-
JueN gtrm f1or ge tstu
Go S pro Rrayeru ltation 0 14Pau| urges Christians to abstain from
|t can he ¢ Iengr But often 1t 1S pos- e 5, mediaton_ gl
h%ed\e/\ér)h gerp %Sgﬂ%lueﬂ\%gt/ue%nd meditation é@horesde}(ua mmoratsgrlptures Can hep us o
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forntcatton and 10 emermse self- fc ntrol so  ders.” (Psalm 119 632 We r&ged thehwhole
t M0 one go to ? [) g Some. asso m%on gpowde at_Christjan
encr a L?gon the 1 3g%tso his roth meettn%T {He rews 10:24, 25) If we isolate

R/\/ Thessalonjans 4 tt/our? ouUrselves emt%hdt hecome éechntered
hg/técommlttm fogt ation ? In.our t |n n g vice could easily over-
hat damage waurd | do to myse il to ta (Proverbs 18:1) Warm Christian
somf ne els flsmnedtnthtsre arg’ I-\ ow3| however, canst enten our re-
a] ected Plr tually, (SIOI] vetor a|nV|rt os co rse We must
ew ghﬁ/smat( ﬁ zhout Individu s so ur nst associations. We ca
f og ation w ave viofated t ne 0rs, Workmﬂtes a
aw ang Deep un epegt%,nl( How have th | Iowsudents I? WE are rea ywa -
turng out ort em?’ Taking to heartw Wtse -we will avoid getting too tloge to
cri tures sav a out su ucf, can ristian virtue.—Com-

seno ursuin C
eepen our hatre o what |s bad In o S pare Coosmns

orinthians. 5:1 u

6 dIattans fE 13 1 Re\t ton% Bﬁg ,¥gr0te Bad assomﬁ]ltgnss 38#13%?

au sastatba Oﬂ alor 1 ewswarmrﬁ@hvestatt ¥coud

mgj \r/]\?hartmtlpue %ﬁtrtsttan (/vou S?s?e lgrr] 0% el falt assoctatlng i

hIS gL 1T L) g feSS? Christians ho retecte the Scri
y tura tﬁac n bout the

Vi dA rtnm e e uswaesnlirrtrecglonesT 58
|rtue an ssociation

Another aid fo remaining virtuous is urasrs)omattons hoth 0 t3| e tﬁ)g e the
ood assoclatio The psafi |3(§ S con eatton 1Cor|nt |ans 512 33).Nat-
ﬁ rtner | am fn% those who ?eagr you & e onot want os un our spiritu-

hovah], and of those keeptng your or- e}]h§r8a%ttrg63l\,3\/t (ﬁ eCﬁUSSrte e g%gﬁt
it O Vi g 0% esaciaton play i our m nevi/4t1a1t WNeer\]/%rthe s%ttcgmlon |snee
da some I the con re?atton enq e mn
Soints for Revi questtonable conguct o a;é r or
omntstorkeview compl atntngf Irit. (2 Timofhy 2:20-22
O Vt/hatois required in order to pursue W|Sg to gtnayrg;terce tgn gSSfW Cgil]‘gn’(lem%rC]?_n
virtue? | U
O Under what circumstances did Heze- ZF\JO ans 11]. 12 Tﬂls W(ﬁ E|p Ug {0 p -
kiah, Daniel, and the three Hebrews e a ¥|IrFJOUS C lirse g remain on t
remain virtuous? path of life.”—Psalm 16:1
O t—low can t/ve bg like Daniel in resist- Keep On PurSUIng Vil"[ue
e eep on auart TShortly'before the sraelites took pos-
respecting entertainment? %g ow can the application of lgortnthtans 15:
a What_ro_le do stutjy, med_itatio_n, and 17 A US }0 %JOI’ ,{I'IS v retll.JSeCOd Y what di-
association play in pursuing virtue? ster F&e Is anhtes an %at 8sson does
s pI‘OVI or us:
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session of the Promised Land, tho ands f If it is your heart's desire to please
them chose opursuevqce—ant! su ere Q Gojg be, determ ne toﬁ Ir g

eed Paul's exhor-
sa%ter (Ntimbers chapter r) t}]o alo% hatever things are true, what-
van's eopestand at the t esho t evert mgs are o sertou%concern whatever

f teous new world. Entry Into It WI things afe righteous, whatever |n S are
geblessed privilege of th%se who conttn chas? ate er thlt se( lovanle, ‘What-
oken of, Whatever

eto re ect thts worl S vices. As | ever tht s are we
ect h we may have Wro |a thuet1 e IS and whatever Hatsew rth
flons, ut od can us t ort%ll qt erfe 1S, cntt Le cons ertngb es
rtghteous leadings of m?h oly spirt. ? |s wh% e n
hns 5:.16; 1 Thessalonians 4.3, 4 Let us res Satd Patt Pra tice t eﬁ1 |andt

et sl el Dl
neis and In dttuth " (Joshua 24:14) Reveren JEC Ice an(\!v pursue virtue.

tial fear of displeasing Jehovah will help us 18 Regerdi vice and virtue. what should be
{0 pursue a virtuous course. fhe dete rmdtn ion of e'tt? (ﬂtrtts%ansg

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the members of Watch Tower Bi-

ble and Tract Society of Pennsylvania will be held on October 4,

1997, at the Assembly Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy

Boulevard, Jersey City, New Jersey. A preliminary meeting of the members only will convene at
9:15 a.m., followed by the general annual meeting at 10:00 a.m.

The members of the Corporation should inform the Secretary's Office now of any change in
their mailing addresses during the past year so that the regular letters of notice and proxies can
reach them during July.

The proxies, which will be sent to the members along with the notice of the annual meeting,
are to be returned so as to reach the Office of the Secretary of the Society not later than Au-
gust 1. Each member should complete and return his proxy promptly, stating whether he is going
to be at the meeting personally or not. The information given on each proxy should be definite
on this point, since it will be relied upon in determining who will be personally present.

It is expected that the entire session, including the formal business meeting and reports, will
be concluded by 1:00 p.m. or shortly thereafter. There will be no afternoon session. Because of
limited space, admission will be by ticket only. No arrangements will be made for tying in the
annual meeting by telephone lines to other auditoriums.
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GRS

ICHA Irand Alphina live in r
e% va ezy amo gthe green
r(rjlu Natal ? hArrca
The Frenmany ﬁ
wrfe Mic aequ ghrsbest t0 otb I)éth
r]rma oa Is; oonr dn% ri
ren ug n the Hrsc He an fa
g ing of Jehova gesran564 But
problems Sometimes develdp
For example, if is comm?n for African
her bO}/S to combrne the cattle of one anoth
ers Nts 0 as 1o h%ve more.time {0 e¥
%e ometrmest ernt misc
ta aou hr soudnotdrs
cuss ﬁ sonsw nt out to herd
the famrl cattle, he avetem strict n]
Str%’nCt vg) notto ;jsoect E)envrrre t rrzﬁlr}]ar il
?rom oaﬁ”%e 50 Hmesfo nlcithe oing
0. As a result. he had to scrplrnetem
—Proverbts 23 i?hlter , I t t
u thin ichael w os c
with nrs chrldreng Some mr (!
vvagv 2utJ sus Chrrst said t t ;?s om IS

teous X S. wor Mtt eW
atllg hael and | |nacreate alovin

e LA
i |

Mich ae

ters— rle

e ér time
Hrea ers 0 th% ood news of Go sKrng
om. Two of thelr sons Serve as resh
Wr]rtoverseers in conqregatrons ﬁf Jefovan’s

nesses. Their third son. whose wife is

tttttttttttttt July i5, 1997

In raisin

i

o s
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Acrobats
of the
Mountain Crags

Sea was the ancient city and surrounding wil-
derness called En-gedi. The area's rocky
passes and precipices provide an ideal home for
the mountain goat of the Promised Land, similar to
those seen here.
This surefooted creature is among the wonders
of animal creation. Let us open the Bible and get
a closer look at this fascinating animal.

SITUATED along the western shore of the Dead

"The High Mountains
Are for the Mountain Goats"

So sang the psalmist. (Psalm 104:18) Mountain
goats are well equipped for living in lofty places!
They are extremely agile, moving over rugged
terrain with great confidence and speed. This is
partly due to the construction of their hooves. The
opening can expand under the goat's weight,
giving the animal a firm grip when standing or
moving on narrow rock shelves.

Mountain goats also have extraordinary bal-
ance. They can leap great distances and land on
a ledge scarcely large enough to accommodate
all four feet. Biologist Douglas Chadwick once ob-
served a mountain goat of another type use its
balance to avoid being trapped on a ledge that
was too narrow for it to turn around. He says:
"After a glance at the next ledge some 400 feet
below, the goat planted its front feet and slowly
walked its rear end over its head along the rock
face as though it were performing a cartwheel.
As | held my breath, the goat continued until its
hind feet came down so that it faced the direction
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Courtesy of Athens University

from which it had come." (National Geograph-
ic) No wonder mountain goats have been called
"the acrobats of the mountain crags"!

‘Do You Know When
Mountain Goats Give Birth?’

Mountain goats are very timid creatures. They
prefer to live isolated from man. Indeed, people
have difficulty getting near enough to observe
them in their wild state. Thus, the Owner of "the
beasts upon a thousand mountains" could right-
fully ask the man Job: "Have you come to know
the appointed time for the mountain goats of the
crag to give birth?"— Psalm 50:10; Job 39:1.

God-given instinct tells the female mountain
goat when it is time to give birth. She searches out
a secure spot and delivers one or two kids, usually
at the end of May or in June. Newborn kids acquire
a sureness of step within just a few days.

"A Lovable Hind and
a Charming Mountain Goat"

Wise King Solomon urged husbands: "Rejoice
with the wife of your youth, a lovable hind and
a charming mountain goat." (Proverbs 5:18, 19)
This was not meant to belittle women. Apparent-
ly, Solomon was alluding to the beauty, grace,
and other outstanding qualities of these animals.

The mountain goat is among the countless "liv-
ing souls" that give overwhelming testimony to the
Creator's wisdom. (Genesis 1:24, 25) Are we not
happy that God has surrounded us with so many
fascinating creatures?
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Daniel 8:14 in Context

DANIEL 8:9 "And out of one of them there came forth another horn, a small one, and it
kept getting very much greater toward the south and toward the sunrising and toward the Dec-
oration. 10 And it kept getting greater all the way to the army of the heavens, so that it caused
some of the army and some of the stars to fall to the earth, and it went trampling them down.
11 And all the way to the Prince of the army it put on great airs, and from him the constant
feature was taken away, and the established place of his sanctuary was thrown down. 12 And
an army itself was gradually given over, together with the constant feature, because of trans-
gression; and it kept throwing truth to the earth, and it acted and had success.

"13 And | got to hear a certain holy one speaking, and another holy one proceeded to say
to the particular one who was speaking: 'How long will the vision be of the constant feature
and of the transgression causing desolation, to make both the holy place and the army things
to trample on?' 14 So he said to me: 'Until two thousand three hundred evenings and morn-
ings; and the holy place will certainly be brought into its right condition."— New World Trans-
lation of the Holy Scriptures.
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Commenting on hrs Impasse, Dr. ttre
says “The rssie og Danref)%i IS sﬁ] L
PR L
Qoes exrst< ssuew ot

b%aav%?r sgq]ong a5 We Keep pretendrng that



i SO ol ol
|ve(& i t ¢ S of our presore 'Veﬁp (ﬂ)

ons, — Pectru a
theAssocatlono A entlstF s, )
Dr Fottre urge t| ts to make “a
careful reexamin tlon o ff as|C ass m&
tlon}s]andf) O[mu les of exegesis on f]
ave 0as nterRre tion of thig
—for Adventlsm—m ISpensanle Eassa
Scripture.” We would encourage Advent-

| TERT

Ists to examme the doctrine of “mvestlga
tlvebj met tosewt]gt er its pillars
are ase soll dI on the Bible or are ound
ed ont eunsta esands of trad|t|on The
aoste aul wisely urged: “Make sure of all
mgs hold fast 0 What is fine."—1 Thes-

salonians 5

*Forarféag Ianatl %f DaUve gpgrg
see |

ract ocietf/)%* \P(}Fk atc%tower

US|

Paul's Faithful Secretary

ERTIUS faced a chal

en%e The a ostle ﬁ

wanted to us him as

fecreta 3/ when wrltm% a Iong

etter 10 fellow Christians i
Rome This would be hard work.

%/ was it so hard to be a
Secretary In the first centu-

ry CE?"How was such work done7 What
wntmg materials were then in use?

Secretaries in Antiquit

In ancient Greco-Roman socigty, there
were varlous kinds of secretaries. Some
men served as state secretanes—pub-
lic functionaries who worked In the chan-
celleries. There were also public_secretar-
les offering thelr services to C|t|zens In
the market@lace Private secret res (P ten
slaves) were retained by the Wea hen,

too, there were wﬂlmg friends
who were happy to write letters
for others. According to scholar
E. Randolph Richards, the skills
of these unofficial Secretaries
“could range from a minimal
com etency with the language
- etl]ndhortte%nechamcstof Writ-

ing fo the highest proficiency at rapi
Pngolléuglg gccurape properyand c% rmy
ould use secretaries? First of all
those Wwio did not ﬁnow how to reag and
rite. Man anuertc ntracts and bumness
etters wereé complete Wlt nohes In which
the secretary a Eteste ? vYntte
te ocume ecagse 0 temﬁ f
ersonwo ha efgtruste e Job fo

eliry & it byraenmgpcy  leter
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from Thepes, E f, Penne? for a certain

epia srt drn concusron Eume
}ussno Herma, ﬁswrtte orhim ..
or he writes somew at slow

h t f

Yet, nowrn% how to reag and write does
not seerﬁ to have been the etermrnrg% fac-
[) the use of %secretaré/ Accord %v
Bible expositor John Kenz e as
robably not even a concern for legibjlity
ut rat eraconcern or eaut or at.east
or Heatness that induced Eeto res rt
to the services, of a secretary. Even for §
fducated Wntrng wagwean ome, esPecra
c)émegre Cohn and elaborate texts wefe con-

Hg Who couIa do_so SCLE ag\r/tos(?%that
re entrostrng it 0 slaves

ecareo
Bro essrong scribes. Moreover It s eas 0
nderstan M)e Pe Wwere not1
wntrn% their own letters when the mate-
rials. ysed and the working conditions are
considered.
The wntrn material commonl used |n
the first ce ur?/C wa
strips were obtained from t |s ant cut
trn the |th core 0 |ts stem |se
ero st IS was laid out. no er lay-
er was Toaeed at 1l ht angles on the frrst
arye ne two werg bonded by pressure,
oducing a sheet of “paper.
|t was Hote? to write onthis surfaﬁe |t
wasroug fihrous. Accor %tosc olar
Aneo enna, ‘tespong?/ ? h ﬁ
i ted to the h
rtrcuar% ongtetr cannestat
emained et een the th |n strrgs Thg
secreta %t or srttrng}cro le%%e
on the H # e sheet
board one and. It fie was Inexperi-
encdo he atenalswe notofth est
ua ty |seaanHrsSo1 ree ncou

apor(" berlegr%tco dtear ort
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nd of

The ink was ma%e from a mixture of soot
E %]lum Sold In the form of bars, |t ad to
drfuted with water in an inkwell before
It could be used to write. mon the other
|nstr ments ih ta secreta% e Tertius
o gro ab %ehadwr hi wrea
nife to sharp en e reed pen an
ﬁpon eto erase his errors. Everyc aracter
ad bewrrtéenwr hcarg Writi Ehrth?j
toreI proceeded slowly and with some dif-
iculty.

‘|, Tertius, Greet You

Amon? the greetings includ eend
of the le terto the R mans ISt ato Pﬁu S
secret%rg who wroge: |, Tertius, who haye
done Wrrtrn[% of this letter, greet you In
the Lord.” (Romans 16: 23 This Is the only
0ccasion In the writings of Paul where ex-
Phort reference IS made to one of his secre-

We know Irt]le about Tertrus From hrJ
8]reet t 0{ %concu
wasa art ul hnstr He was

%roba Jn rothe con re atron 1n
orinth”and may. have Known Chris-
trans In Rome, |bIe scholar Gruse e Bar-

ag 10 cf %estst at Tertr S Was a Slave or
a freedm Z ecause scrrl%es
enera]!1 eIong d tot I class; then
ause his Latin name . \ga? exreme
yrcommon amon% Evei and freedmen.”

herefore,” says Bar ? he was nota
heutral’ pro essional Writer, eYvasae
low worker who In this W?X elped Paul
tQ com(gnle his Iongest and most artrculate
greee wntrng reclous, service, en-
bhﬂ Paul kto]§ ¥e ttr ean Ifatr que.’

iS work. of Tertius sure recious.
aruoh\“ anJ ar wor ? gremi)ap even

Stlvanus or Peter. (Jeremian 36:4;
ersehter 5:12) What a pnvrIe & such cowork-



Writing to the Romans
e let er to the Rom ns was writ

2 about 56 CE,
e apost e s t

tainty t at Pa

rk could no

f(ajuls Ie& [ to

eRomanswas msplre 0

of
\X/hen IS lett erwsfmls
and Paul had wrltten 0usan

usm several sheets of Hrus After he-
g ed to ?ne an the margm
sheets orme as?ro robabl W
10|to 15 feet IP Og The ette[ Was carefu
rolled andl sealed’ Then Paul seems to a
Htruste It to Phoebe, a sister from Cen-
chreae, who was anout to embark on ajour-
neg to' Rome.—Romans 16:1 2
Ince the first century, the ethosuseg
to ro uce wntte materia avecange
USY Fﬁutt roughout the centurles,
the Ietter 0t tgomanc rlstHa as be%
P(grest rved a¥ God.. How %rate e can

Wlth t tlau 3 a|th\4‘volr ang nnedé_

working secrpetary Terttus
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"Jewels of Truth"

ewels of truth." That is how a letter to
the Nigeria branch of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses describes two special magazines.
The writer, a young man, explains:

"I am writing to express my sincere thanks
for your efforts in touching virtually all aspects
of day-to-day life through the Wafchfower and
Awake! magazines.

"I am 17 years old. Last year a local radio
station set up an essay competition on the
theme 'There Is More to Love Than Sex— AIDS
Is Real." Each essay was to be not less than
four hundred words. A prize of 1,000 naira
[$12.50, U.S.] was to be given for the best es-
say. Of course, they said, people should write
not just to win a prize but, rather, to learn
something. . . .

"l found information about AIDS in both
magazines. Concerning love, there was an in-
exhaustible array of articles. | used points from
Awake! of August 8, 1978.

"Barely two months after sending in my es-
say, the results came out. To my surprise, |
came in first in the states of Cross River and
Akwa lbom!

"All the information | used came from the
magazines. It is really marvelous that Jehovah
provides timely information for us in this trou-
bled and sick world. As true Christians, we

know that there is much, much more to love
than sex. And, of course, living a clean, moral
life protects us from diseases like AIDS.

"I can't help thanking you for these jewels
of truth that you tirelessly produce. May Jeho-
vah continue to bless your efforts as you
continuously provide these precious maga-
zines."



