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Jehov

hwill t
FORSAKE HIS PEOPLE”

“Many

arethe calamities of the righteous one, but out of them all

Jehovah delivers him. "=psaLm 34:19,

N FULFILLMENT of Bible prophecy,
Jehovah's worshipers dwell in a spif-
itual paradise. (2 Corinthians 12:1-4)

Jehovah’s Witnesses belong to an interna- er. of his peoEIe.
tional fellowship characterized by love and will not forsa
S)They enjoy a deep and ~ This does not mean tha

unity. (John 13:35 i
comprehensive knowledge of Bible truths.
(Isaiah 54:13) How gratetul they are to Je-
fovah that he is granting, them the privi-
lege of beln% queésts in Ris spiritual tent!
—Psalm 15;

2 While all in Jehovah’s organization en-dom.

joy spiritual prosperity, some séem to live
In" relative peace and tranquillity while
others experience afflictions of oné sort or
another. Many Christians find themselves
In a pitiable position for Iongnperl_ods of
time and with no relief in sight. Discour-
a[qement IS natural under such circum-
stances. (Proverbs 13:12) Are calamities
evidence of God’s displeasure? s Jehovah
?_rowdlng special protection to some Chris-
lans while forsaking others?

3 The Bible answers: “When under trial, have to face serious Poroblems. With that in

let no one say: ‘ am being tried by God.’

b (3 e ey
%n a) Ig 9§ﬁs\t/|§ﬁsrgsmon? ib7|e r\}\f]ﬁ adversities
R
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For with evil thm(T;s God cannot be tried
nor does he himself try anyone.” (James 1.
13) Jehovah is the Protector and Sustain-
(Psalm 91:2-6) “Jehovah
e his peoFIe.’_’ (Psalm 94:14)
: faithful worship-
ers will not experience suffering. The pres-
ent world system of things is Joverned b
individuals‘who are inherently imperfect,
Man)Nare corrupt, and a few are outright
evil. None of them ook to Jehovah for is-
This results in much human suffer-
Ing. The Bible makes clear that Jehovah's
people cannot always avoid the sad conse-
quences of human imperfection and wick-
edness.—Acts 14:22.

Loyal Christians Expect to Suffer

4 Althouqh not part of the world, Jesus
followers live Tn the miast of this system
ofthmgé., (John 17:15,16) Satan IS exposed
i the Bible as the dominating force be-
hind this world. (1 John 5:19)"Hence, all
Christians can_expect sooner”or later {0

mind, the apostle Peter says: “Keep your
senses, be watchful. Your adversary,” the
Devil, walks about like a roaring lion; seek-
Ing to devour someone. But take'your stand

év‘vr}]e%v R R AT



against him, solid in the faith, knowing

thiat the same thlngs in.the way of suffer-

mgs are being accomplished. in‘the entire

asSociation of your brothers in the world.

81 Peter 5:8, QXYes the entjre association
f Christians can expect sufferings.

SEven if we deeply love Jehovah and
are loyal to his principles, we will experi-
ence sad thm?s in [ife. Jesus made this
clear in his ilfustration recorded at Mat-
thew 7:24-27, where he drew a contrast
between th 0se who obey his words and
those who do not. He co [ﬁ)ared obedlent
disciples to a discreet ma Who uilds a
house upon a solid rock-mass. Those who
00 not obey his words he likened to a fool-
Ish man who builds his house upon the
sand. After a severe storm, only the house
built on the rock-mags survives. Note that
In the case of the discreet man’s nouse,
the ain poured down and the floods came
and the winds blew and lashed against
that house, but it did not cave in.” Je-
sus did not promise that the discreet man
would always enjoy peace and tranqunhty
Rather, that man’s discretion would pre-
Pare him_to weather the storm. A similar
hought is conveged in the 1llustration of
the Sower. In it Jesus explains that even
obedient worshipers “with a fine and good
helertk Would hear fruit with endurarce.”
—Luke 8

6|nwr|t|n to the Cor|nth|ans the apos-
tle P au use metap oric anguaqe ol Ius
trate the need for durabe afa|t|est at
can help us face trials, Such |re resistant
materials as gold, silver, and_ precious
stones correspond to godly qualities. (Com-

e,
[ aUES I|| atfo i?h hre gesfstant ma-

térials, who un(?ergo the iery test?

Pare Proverbs 3:13-15; 1 Peter 1.6, 7.) On
he other hand, fleshly traits are likened
to combustible materials. Then Paul says:
“Each one s Work will become manifesf, Tor
the dag/ will show it up, because it will be
revea d by means of fire; and the fire it-
self will rove what sort of work each one’s
is. If anyone 's work that he has built on it
remains, he will receive a reward.” (L Co-
rinthians 3:10-14) Here algam the Bible
explains that all of us will'inevitably face
some form of fiery test.

TThere are numerous accounts in the Bi-
ble of loyal servants of God who had to
endure calamities, sometimes for Iong pe-
riods. Yet, Jehovah did not forsake thiem.
The apostle Paul likely had such exam-
Ples in' mind when he said; “All the things
hat were written aforetime were writ-
ten for our instruction, that throu?h our
endurance and through the comfort from
the Scriptures we might have hope,” (Ro-
mans 15:4) Consider thie examples of three
men who, while enf|oy|ng a close relation-
ship with God, suffered many calamities.

What We Learn From Bible Accounts
8Jacob’s son Joseph was favored hy Je-
hovah from ayoun% age. Still, through ng
fault of his own, fe Suffered a series of
calamities. He was kidnapped and treat-
ed cruelly by his own brothers. He was
sold as a slave in a strange land where he
Was ylngy accused and placed in a “pris-
on hole, (Gen?3|s4 :15), There, “with
fetters they afflicted his feet, info irons
his soul came.” (Psalm 105:17 183 Durm%
his slavery and imprisonment, Joseph n

/. Aci?rdlrggto Romans 154 how can the Scrip-

ures endure tr|
én(W‘or id fgrpé),yah a[low In the case of Joseph,
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doubt repeatedly begged Jehovah for a re-
lease. Yet, for Somé~13 years, although
f]tren hened by Jehovah in various ways,

e up ever morning still a slave”or
a prisoner,—Gerlesis 37:2;41:46.

A similar cage is that of David. When
Jenovah was selecting & qualified man to
rule lIsrael, he said: I have foynd David
the son of Jesse, a man agreeable to my

9. Wt;at did David have to endure for several
years:

10 The Watchtower— July i, i997

David, Naboth, and
Joseph are three who
suffered calamities



heart.” (Acts 13:22) Despite his fayored
position in Jehovah's e%/es, David suffered
much. In mortal dangér, he hid for sev-
eral years In the wilderness, in caves, in
crevices, and on foreign ground. Hunted
like a wild beast, he sufféred discourage-
ment and fear. Nevertheless, he endured
In Jehovah’s strength. David could rightly
say from his own experience: “Many are
the calamities of the righteous one, but
out of them all Jehovah delivers him.
—Psalm 34:19. )

Din the prophet Elijah’s day, there were
only 7,000 In Israel who had riot bowed the
knée to the false god Baal. (1 Kings 19:18;
Romans 11:4) Naboth, who Was likely one
of them, became_ the victim of a tefrible
Injustice. He suffered the humiliation of
being accused of blasphemy. Found quilty,
he was convicted and sentenced by roy-
al decree to die by stoning, and his"blodd
was licked up by dogs. Even his sons were
put to death! Yet, hie was innocent of the
charge. The witnesses against him were
liars. The whole affair was a plot hatched
bY Ueen Jezebel so that the king could [%;et

s hands on Naboth’s vineyard.—1 Kings
21:1-19: 2 Klrgs 9:26.
1Joseph, David, and Naboth are but
three of the man¥W faithful men and wom-
en mentioned in the Bible who suffered ca-
lamities. The apostle Paul wrote a histori-
cal review of Jehovah’s servants through
the ages. n it he spoke of those who “fe-
ceived their trial by mockings and scourg-
Ings, indeed,_moré than that, by bonds
and prisons. They were stoned, they were
tried, they were sawn asunder, they died

%(])_S @hﬂt}/ £xtreme calamity befell Naboth and
flalth Lﬂamednoegn(shv?/oae?fﬂ]e EﬁBVel ﬁ?slgo}j)% cbout

b%/ slayghter with the sword, they went
about in sheepskins, in goatskins, while
theY were in want, In tribulation, under
il|-treatment: and the world was not wor-
thY of them. They wandered about In des-
erts and mountains and caves and dens of
the earth.” 1(Hebrews 11:36-38) But Jeho-
vah did not forsake them.

Jehovah Cares for Those Who Suffer

DWhat about Jehovah's peoPIe today?
As an organization, we can count on divine
Protectmn and safe passage through the
last days and the great tribulation. (Isa-
lah 54:17: Revelation 7:9-17) However, as
individuals, we recognize that “time and
unforeseen occurrence” befall all humans.
#E_ccle5|astes_9:_11) Today there are many
aithful Christians whoare suffering c&-
lamities. Some endure_extreme poverty.
The Bible speaks of Christian orﬁ)ha S
and widows™ whg have tribulation. (James
1:273_ Others suffer as a result of natu-
ral disasters, wars, crime, abuse of power,
sickness, and death.

BFor example, in their 1996 reports to
the Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witness-
es, Watch Tower branch offices related that
some of our brothers and sisters are suf-
fering imprisonment in deplorable cond-
tions"because of their adherence to Bible
principles. Three congregations in a South
American country \eré dissolved when
(n]uerrl a groups orced hundreds of Wit-

lesses to Bvacuate the area. Ina West Af-
rican country, some Witnesses caught in a
civil-war skirmish were killed. In"a Cen-
tral American country, the already critical

iz. hat re\yme of the afﬂigtions experienced
|

Jehovan’s, Witnesses tocay?
X, What (ilé cult expener*ces have recently
een reporte
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financial situation of some brothers was
worsened by the onslaught of a hurri
cane. |n ottier places where poverty and
food shortages. may not be serious prob-
lems, negative infliences may dampen the
{oy of some. Others are weighed down by
e pressures of modern-day living. Be-
cause of the public’s apathy, still others
may feel discouraged whenthey preach the
godd news of the Kingdom.

UThese situations are not to be con-
strued as evidence of God’s dlsweasure.
Remember the case of Job and the many
adversities he suffered. He was “a man
blameless and upright.” (Job 1:8) How dis-
heartened Job must have felt when Eli-
phaz charged him with wron?dom%! (Job,
chapters 4, 5, 22) We do not want to be
quick_to conclude that we experience ca-
lamities because we have failed Jehovah in
some way or because Jehovah has. with-
drawn his blessing.. Negative thinking in
the face of tribulation could weaken'our
faith. (1 Thessalonians 3:1-3, 5) Whep
experiencing distress, it is best to medi-
tate on the“fact that Jehovah and Jesus
are close to the righteous regardless of
what happens.

HThe apostle Paul reassures us when he
says: “Who will s_ePar_ate us from the love
of'the Christ? Will tribulation or distress
Or persecution or hun?er or nakedness or
danger or sword? ... Tam convinced that
neither death nor life nor angels nor gov-
ernments nor things now here nor thmqs
to come nor powers nor height nor depth

’ ?
1 SR e o
b i e e
B?e'rgeg Aol the cala d gy hid

he calamities sutfere
12 ﬂEwatchtower— July i, 1997

peo-

nor any other creation will be able to sep-
arate Us from Gog’s love that is in Christ
Jesus aur Lord.” (Romans 8:35, 38, 39) Je-
hovah is deeply concerned about us and Is
aware of our suffering. While still a fugi-
tive, David wrote; “The eﬁes of Jehovah are
toward thg rlghteous 0 %s, ang his ears
are toward their cry for help. Jehovan is
near to those that are broken at heart.
ﬁPsaIm 3415, 18 Matthew 18:6, 14) Qur

eavenly Father cares for us and feels pity
for those who suffer. (1 Peter 5:6,7) He pro-
vides what we need to_endure, whatever
suffering we may experience.

Jehovah's Gifts Sustain Us

6Although we cannot expect an
adversity-free life in this old system of
things, We are “not left in the luych.” (2 Co-
rintfiians 48, 9) Jesus Iorom|sed to provide
his followers with a he %er. He said: “l will
request the Father and he will give you an-
other heIPer to be with you forever, the
%mrlt of the truth.” (Johin 14:16, 17) At
entecost 33 CE., the apostle Peter ‘told

his Ilst?ner? Wat they could receive “t
free eg| t of the, holy“spirit.” (Acts 2:38
Is the noly spirit hélping us today? Yes!
Jehovan’s active force gives us wapderful
fr_uuage: “Love, joy, pedce, Ion%-sufferm ,
kindngss, qoadness, faith, mildness, self-
control.” (Galatians 5:22 ZS%AII of these
are nvaluable qualities that help us to en-

ure.

I The holy spirit also helps us to under-
stand that Hr?_sent”tn ulations are “mo-
mentary and light” when _comgared_wn_
the reward of everlasting life. (2 Corinthi-

6. What proyision from Jehovah helps us to en-
é I na r?ovﬂ

S L e SR o o
ehovah:




ans 4:16-18) We are convinced that God
will not forget our works and the love
we show for him. (Hebrews 6:9-12) Read-
ing the rnsprred words of the Bible, .we
aré comforted bY the examples of farth-
ful servants of old who endured man g/
lamities hut who were pronounced Pg
James writes: “Brothers, take as a gat N
of the sufferrngnof evil and the XErcis-
|ngo patrence eprop ets Who spoke In

ename of Jeh ova We ronounce
aloony those wh o ave en ured.” (James

11 The Bibl ePromrses “nower be-

%/ond W at IS norma to help Us endure
rials. Jehovah also blesses us with the res-
urrection hOR 2 Corinthians 1:8-10: 4:7

readrn the Bible darIY and meditatin

t ese romrses we will strengthen our
art and our determination to” wait pa-
tiently on God.—Psalm 42:5.

B " In addition, Jehavah has grven us the

spiritual paradjse wherein we can engosy
genuine love of our Christian brothérs and
?rsters We all have a role to P]Iay in com-
orting one another. 52 Corinthians 1.3, 421
Christian overseers in particular can be
maAor source of comfort and refreshment
(Isaiah 32:2) As “gifts In men,” they are
commissioned to Butld up those who suf-
fer, to speak consolrngl to the depressed
suls,” and to Su{)% he weak. { e
sians 4:8, 11, 12: 1 Thessalonians 5:14) E
ders are encourage to make good use of
the W atc towerand Awake! ‘magazines,
as well a]s other Hub |cat|ons provide b%
eart ful and discreet slave.” (Mattei
24:45-47) These contain a wealth'of Bib
based counsel that can help us resolve
—and even prevent—some of the problems

Zélr nsl3élwhatareween
cour 0 @ ow ¢an' Ch P \r]seer
prove o be sources of comfort and refreshment

that cause us anxjety. Maz We imitate Je-
hovah by comforting and ncouraging one
another during difficult times!

D As we move deeper into the last days
and conditions in the present system of
thrnqs worsen, Christians do what the
can o, avoid caIamrtrg gProverbs 223§
(ood judgment, soundness of mind, an
knowledgg of Bible principles can help us
make, wise decisjons. (Proverbs 3:21, 22)
We Tisten to Jehovah's Word and obey
It to avoid making unnecessary mistakes.
Psalm 38:4) Nevértheless, we realize that
o amount of effort on our part can com-
Pletely eliminate suffering from qur lives,
n this system of things, many righteous
ones face severe adversities. However, we
can meet our frials with the complete con-
frdence that “Jehovah will not forsake his
Peo ple.” (Psalm 94:14) And we know that
his s%stem ofthrngs and its afflictions will
soon e gone. Therefore, may we resolve
not to |ve up in doing what s fine, for n
due ,season we shall reap If we do not tire
out."—Galatians 6:9.

lﬁt helps us to avoid some adversities?
im te ¥v om must we trust, an what
|I"enable sto ace trials:

What Did We Learn?

O What trials are experienced by the
entire association of Christians?

O What Bible examples help us to
understand that calamities are not
evidence of Jehovah's displeasure?

O How does Jehovah feel about the
adversities suffered by his people?

O What are some of the gifts from
Jehovah that help us endure trials?
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THEY DID

JEHOVAH'S

WILL

A Discreet Woman Averts Disaster

Abigail and Nabal. Abigail was "good
in discretion and beautiful in form." In contrast,
Nabal was "harsh and bad in his practices."
(1 Samuel 25:3) The drama that unfolded involv-
ing this ill-matched couple left their names indeli-
bly etched in Bible history. Let us see how.

A Favor Taken for Granted

It was the 11th century B.C.E. David had been
anointed as Israel's future king, but instead of rul-
ing he was running. The reigning king, Saul, was
determined to put him to death. As a result, Da-
vid was forced to live as a fugitive. He and some
600 comrades eventually found refuge in the wil-
derness of Paran, south of Judah and toward the
wilderness of Sinai.— 1 Samuel 23:13; 25:1.

While there, they encountered shepherds em-
ployed by a man named Nabal. This wealthy
descendant of Caleb owned 3,000 sheep and
1,000 goats, and he sheared his sheep in Car-
mel, a city south of Hebron and perhaps only
some 25 miles from Paran.* David and his
men helped Nabal's shepherds guard their flocks
against thieves who roamed through the wilder-
ness.— 1 Samuel 25:14-16.

Meanwhile, sheepshearing had begun in Car-
mel. This was a festive occasion, similar to har-
vesttime for the farmer. It was also a time of open-
handed generosity, when sheep owners would
reward those who had worked for them. So Da-
vid was not being presumptuous when he sent ten
men to the city of Carmel to ask Nabal for food
in repayment for the service that they had per-

SENSIBLE woman married to a good-for-
A nothing man— that was the situation of

* The wilderness of Paran is understood to extend as far
north as Beer-sheba. This portion of land included consider-
able pasture ground.
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formed in behalf of his flocks.— 1 Samuel 25:4-9.

Nabal's response was anything but generous.
"Who is David?" he sneered. Then, implying that
David and his men were no more than runaway
servants, he asked: "Do | have to take my bread
and my water and my slaughtered meat that | have
butchered for my shearers and give it to men
of whom | do not even know from where they
are?" When David heard of this, he said to his
men: "Gird on every one his sword!" About 400
men prepared themselves for battle.— 1 Samuel
25:10-13.

Abigail's Discretion

Nabal's abusive words came to the attention of
his wife, Abigail. Perhaps this was not the first
time she had had to intercede and act as peace-
maker for Nabal. In any case, Abigail acted im-
mediately. Without telling Nabal, she gathered
provisions— including five sheep and an abun-
dance of food— and went out to meet David in
the wilderness.— 1 Samuel 25:18-20.

When Abigail caught sight of David, she at
once prostrated herself before him. "Do not let my
lord set his heart upon this good-for-nothing man
Nabal," she pleaded with him. "As regards this
gift blessing that your maidservant has brought to
my lord, it must be given to the young men that
are walking about in the steps of my lord." She
added: "Let this [situation regarding Nabal] not
become to you a cause for staggering or a stum-
bling block to the heart of my lord." The Hebrew
word here translated "staggering” implies qualms
of conscience. So Abigail warned David against
taking hasty action that he would later regret.
— 1 Samuel 25:23-31.

David listened to Abigail. "Blessed be your sen-
sibleness, and blessed be you who have restrained



me this day from entering into bloodguilt," he said
to her. "If you had not hastened that you might
come to meet me, there would certainly not have
remained to Nabal until the morning light anyone
urinating against a wall."*— 1 Samuel 25:32-34.

Lessons for Us

This Bible account shows that it is by no means
wrong for a godly woman to take appropriate ini-
tiative if it is needed. Abigail acted against the
wishes of her husband, Nabal, but the Bible does
not censure her for this. On the contrary, it prais-
es her as a woman of discretion and sensibleness.
By taking the initiative in this crisis situation, Ab-
igail saved many lives.

Although in general a wife should display a spir-
it of godly subjection, she may properly disagree
with her husband when right principles are at
stake. Of course, she should strive to maintain a
"quiet and mild spirit" and should not act inde-

* The phrase "anyone urinating against a wall" was a He-
brew idiom for males, evidently an expression of contempt.
— Compare 1 Kings 14:10.

Abigail brings gifts to David

pendently merely out of spite, pride, or rebellious-
ness. (1 Peter 3:4) However, a godly wife should
not feel pressured to do anything that she knows
is highly unwise or in violation of Bible principles.
Truly, the account of Abigail offers a solid argu-
ment against those who insist that the Bible de-
picts women as mere slaves.

This account also teaches us about self-control.
At times, David displayed this quality to the full.
For example, he refused to put vengeful King Saul
to death, even though he had ample opportunity
to do so and Saul's death would have brought Da-
vid peace. (1 Samuel 24:2-7) In contrast, when
Nabal insultingly spurned him, David was caught
off guard and swore revenge. This is a clear warn-
ing to Christians, who strive to "return evil for evil
to no one." In all circumstances, they should fol-
low Paul's admonition: "If possible, as far as it de-
pends upon you, be peaceable with all men. Do
not avenge yourselves, beloved, but yield place
to the wrath."— Romans 12:17-19.
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“Praisedah,

FHOVAH GOD is the Grand Creator of
heaven and earth, our Universal Sover-
eign for all eternity. He 1s_fully wor-
thy of our enthusiastic praise. This 1s why
Psalm 113:1- 3 commands us: “Praise Jafi
Xou peoplel Offer praise, 0 you servants of
hovah, praise the name of Jehovah. May
Jehovah’s name become blessed from. now
on and to time indefinite. From the rrsrn%
of the sun until its setting Jehovah’s nam
Is o be praised.”

As God's Witnesses, we rejoice to do

this. How thrrIIrng it.is that Jehovah God
WI|| soon cause tis joyful sonrlr of praise
th at We are sin |n2q7to ay to filfthe whole
earth! (Psalm 1S your voice being
heard rn this great worldwrde choir? If o,
how h ?rﬁ)ph It must make ())/ou to be SEp arat-
ed from this disunited, h Iessworld

3 Qur prarsrngi Je
ly makes us distinctive, unigue. We speak
and teach 1n agreement and' use the Same
methods to declare ‘the abundance of Je-
hovah’s goodness.” (Psalm 145:7) Yes, as
Jehovah’s dedicated pegple, we are set
apart_for the service of our God, Jeho-
vah. God told his ancient dedicated people,

|s Wor(ﬁ)r '%th‘JF“‘e’H qulrta]sterzsamarsle]?3(h3\/\Yhh

pj %tet
a} a% eova speo le drstrr)rctrve,
unr e° at ways are westa art:
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oupeople! Offer praise, 0 you servants
e M A

ofJehovah. bsaLm 113:1.

Israel, to keep segarate from the nations
around them and be unsullied by the grac
tices of those nations. (Exodus 34:12-16)
He gave hig people laws to help them do
this. Likewise today, Jehovah has rIrrven us
his Holy Word, the Bible. Its instruction
shows US how we can. keep separate from
this world. (2 Corinthians 6:17; 2 Timothy
316,.17) We are not set apart by isold-
tion In monasteries and convents,” as are
the monks and nuns of Babylon the Great.
Following Jesus Christ’s example, we are
public praisers of Jehovah.

Imitate Jehovah's Chief Praiser

4 Jesus never deviated from his purpose
to praise Jehovah. And this set him apart
from the world. In the synagogues and at
the temple in Jerusalem, he praised God’s

ovah unitedly sure-holy name. Whether on the mountaintop

or 4t the seashore Wherever crowds would
?ather Jesus pu ||cypreac ed Jehovah’s
[uths. He declared: °I publicly praise ou
Father, Lord of heaven and_ earth.” (Mat

thew 11:25) Evenwhen on trial before Por-
tius Pilate, Jesus testified: “For this | have
been born and for this | have come into
the world, that | should bear witness to the
truth.” (John 18:37) Jesus appreciated the

Ovléhoa/v did Jesus set the example in praising Je-

0fJehovah, praise the



Wherever he was,Jesus bore Witneg G?anon DO We have th|S same mental
Jehovah and publicly praised him ttitude when attending our congregation
megtings? Our enthusrastrc partrcrpatron
importance of his work. Wherever he was,  In the meetings, both mental Iyand vocall Sy
Jesus bore Wrtness to Jehovah and public- pr%lrs%se rJeehov h. But does ourjoyful praise
raise
yg At Psalm 22:22, we find this prophet- 6 _According to Matthew. 5:14-16, the
Ic statement concernrng Jehovah’s Chief  Lord Jesus also commissioned his followers
Praiser: * ec are our name to my tolet their light shine sothat others would
brothers |nt emr ofth econgregatron praise Jehovah. He said: “You are the light
% prarse you.” A nd at Hebrews 2:11, oftheworld Let your light shine before
12, the apostle’Paul apR ies these verses o men, t at tthaly See yourfrnewor sand
the L ord Jesus and 1o those whom Jehovah grveg orytoyour ather whois jn the heav-
God has sanctified for heavenly glory. Like  €ns,"Lovers of th eIr htbrrn Ior?rtoGod
him, they are not ashamed to praise Je- Dothe dothis mere sa% doing
hovahs name in the middle of the con-  nice, h manrtarran thrn s7 No, atherthey

: W
shor]l%vbgogsrrdgtet?tuprfe;m 22:22 apply, and what gnd hrr)]\%rtrggm]elﬁglg? t(ble Ilrgbutsgqlolreit}t]llsG% Srples,
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lorifying Jehovah. Yes
lovers fltght cte hemselves to God

and become his Joyu praisers. Have you
taken this happy ‘step?

Joy From Praising Jehovah
TWhyare Jehovah S Pratsers S0 joyful?
Because goy Is a frujt o ds Ks pirit.
At Gala lans 5:22, it Is I|ste n? t after
love.. Jesus’ dlscw es In the firs{ centur
%ntfestehd this fruit of ehovahs Spirit.
Xont e day of Pentecost CE when
Go Eoure out IS sptn%onaout 120
of Jesus’ disciples, all of them started to
praise Jehoval In different tongues. Rever-
ent Jews who had come to Jerusalem from
many nations ‘were bewildered and aston-
Ished.” They exclaimed: “We hear them
speaking in ourtongues about the ma nif-
icent things of God’ hat
was the result of this wo]nden‘ul multl-
lingual praising of Jehovah? About 3,000
Jews and Jewjsh proselytes accepted the
Kingdom good news coricerning the Mes-
siah, They got ba,otlzed received the holy
Sg”{ttt and “eagerly added their voices as
at

do it h untteddye

raisers of Jehovah (Acts 2:37-42)
blessing that was!
8The report continues; “Day after day
they were_ in constant attendance at the
temiple with one accord, and they took
their meals in private homes and partook
of food with 9reat regotcm and sincerity
of heatt, rasmti d an f|nd|n favor
with a IIteBeop ttesamg e]
hova continued to Jomtothem aily those
|nlg saved.” &Act 6, 47) Was 1t onl
assoclating together and partakin

are Jehovah’s praisers so joyful. and
[EY Qy Was'theirs o t?t 5ay of “Pentecost

enteco - What did the Christians do to
enhance he Ir Jo
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of food that hrought them great rejoicing?
No, thetrmatnjoXcame rom praising Je-
hovah, God day after day. And therf joy
intensified when they saw thousands Te-
Foond to their message of salvation. It Is
the same with us today.

Joyful Praisers in All Nations

9Jehavah did not want the light-bearing
activity of his servants to be limited t0
one nation. Beginning in 36 CE., there-
fore, he gave t? r|oIeo all nations the op-
ortuntty to Near his good news. At Goa’s
d|rect|on Peter went'to the home of a
Gentile army officer in Caesarea. There he
found Cornélius assembled with his clos-
est friends and family. As they listened
intently to Peter’s words they’ exercised
faith 10 Jesus in the|r earts, How do we
know? Because God’sh oKIsptntcame upon
those Gentile bellevers ormaII the gift
of God’s spirit was bestowed onIy after
baptism. but on that occasion Jehgvah in-
dicated his approval of these non-Jews be-
fore their immersion. If Jehovah had not
done that, Peter could not have been sure
that God' was now accepting. Gentiles as
His servants and that the guahfted for wa-
ter baptism.—Acts 10:34,

DFrom ancient times, ‘Jehovah foretold
that people of all nations would praise

him, ewou d have joyful praisers in ever
Ia(nd rove thts the apostle Paul %uo
ecies from the Hebrew Scrip-

tures ¢ fold the international congre-
gatton of Christians in Rome: “Welcome

Eaf i dho dltslp Eodtltjtre |nto ive ap
i tnaas el sl

|t foretold frm ancieqt tim

P90F|)-|I nattons woulg pratseeﬁ] ova?ts? that



one another tjnusﬁ as the Christ also wel-
comeg us, with glory to God In view. For |
sar that Christ actuaIIy became a minis-
ter of those who are circumcised in pehalf
of God’s truthfulness $0 8s to verify the
Promrses He made to their forefathers, and
hat the nations might ?Iorrfy God for his
mercy. Just as it is written [at Psalm 18;
49): *That 1s why 1 will openly acknowl-
edge you among the natrons and to_your
name’ | will make melody.” And a Farn he
says [at, Deuteronomy 32:43): ‘Beg

nation s with his people

Psalm L17:1]: ‘Praise Jehovah, all you na:
tions, and [t all the peoples praise him.”

—Romans 15:7-11,

]1Peo le cannot unrtedly praise Jeho-
vah unless they restt el o e upon Je-
susChrrtthe onew om (fSo? asa ornt
ed to rue OVer people 0 natr
help them apprecrate His truths that Iead
to eternal Iife, God has set up an inter-
national teachrnﬁ pro?ram He 15 giving
direction through his faithful slave”class.
%Matthew 24:45-47) The result? More than
ive million joyful voices are singing Jeho-
vahs raises in over 230 lands.” And mil-
rons ore are{s owing interest in dorng
the same. Look at how many attended th
Memorial in 1996:12,921,933. Marvelous!

of Joy fuﬁgrarsersvtﬁ%retold

PIn vrsron the aPostIe John beheld “a
9reat crowd” out of all nations. (Revela-
h 9) What rsthet eme of the pr a]rses
that this great crowd are Singin
with God’s anointed remnant?"Jo nteIIs

itl How has od he pe of aI natron
zgs%jeent eres

2 Nt trs |rrshanvrsron did the a
\%hat IS the living Peaslrty o? It

eﬁgerrence an

us: “Salvation we owe to our God, who is
seated on the throne, and to the' amb
(Revelation 7:10) Thrs IS being boldlg
clared in every part of the world v
Halm branches, 'so to speak, we united y
all God as the Unrversal Sovereign and
{oyfully confess before heaven and” earth
hat “We owe” our salvation to him and his
Son, the Lamb, Jesus Christ. Oh, what a
thrill the apostle John experienced in see-
rng this strrrrn? vision of the great crowd!
hrill we havetoda In seein

d what a thr P
An agarna even heing part of, the Irvrng realify

of what John Saw!

BAs Jehovah’s servants, we proudly
bear his name. r(Isarah 4310, 12) Our he-
rnu Witnesses of Jehovah makes us differ-
ent from this world. What {oy Itis to bear
God’s distingtive name and to’have the do-
ng. of his divine work as our purpose.in
If8! Jehovah’s grand purpose to sanctify
his holy name and to vindicate his univer-
sal sovereignty by means of the Kingdom
has given meaning to our lives. And he
has helped us to have a place in his divine
prurpose regarding his name and Kingdom,

his he has donein three ways.

Entrysted With the Truth
UFirst, Jehovah has entrusted. his peo-
ple with the truth. The most exciting rev-
elation is that his Kingdom_began fuling
in 1914, (Revelation 12.10) Thi§ heavenly
Eovernment is different from the tyﬁrcal
ingdom in Jerusalem, where krng the
lin¢”of David used to be enthrongd. That

13 V\that sets Jehovah's people apart from the
at IS one W that God has he

ust 5hav ap LE relg
rsnamean
% % if ent omteoe

0verturne rn b
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k|n7gdom wag overturned, and be(lunnmg in
607B.C.E., Jerusalem was completely Sub-
ected to the rule of Gentile world powers.
he new Kingdom that Jehovah set up in
1914 is a heavenly Eower that will never be
subgect to anyong but Jehovah, nor will it
be Drought to ruin. (Daniel 2:44) Also, its

t}3<v_ telling. everyone_ that God’s Messianic
Ingdom”is now ruling in the heavens?
S oMtk od °

1A second way that God, has helped us
to have a place ‘in his divine purpose is

v i di e e by giving us his holy spirit, which enables
il e L L R
en, saying: ‘The kingdom of the world did lives and jan his apBrovaI. (Gafatians 5
et e g i Bl 2 ) e oo ot
IS cfritarid he will rule & king forev- ypich s from God, that we might knowthe

b “The kingdom of our Lord and of histél(l)r&g,s that have been kindly given us b

Christ” exercise$ authority over the entire
world of mankind. This new expression of
Jehovah’s sovereignty, which includes his
Messianic Son and Jesus’ 144,000 broth-
ers, most of whom are now resurrected to
heavenly glory, is not of merely academic
Interest—something theoretical that stu-
dents might like to“discuss. No, this heav-
enly Kingdom is a real government. And
our hapgx prospect of |_vmlg forever in
perfection as a result of its_fule gives. us
ample reason to continue rejmcmg. Being
entrysted with such truths of JEhovahs
Word moves us always to sPeak well of if.
(Psalm 56:10) Are yau regularly doing this

How Would You Answer?

What makes Jehovah's people dis-
tinctive, unique?

W hy are Jehovah's servants so
joyful?

What sets us apart from the world?

In what three ways has God helped
us to have a place in his divine
purpose?
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(1 Corinthians 2:12) By oUr respond-
ing to Jehovah’s SPIrIt, all of us can now
kniow and understand the present good
things he has kindly given us—his promis-
es, faws, erm les, ‘and so forth.—Com-
pare Matthew 13;11, _
. TAs for the third way that God is help-
ing us, we have our worldwide hrotherhood
and Jehovah'sdelightful organizational ar-
rangemen_t for worship. The apostle Peter
spoke of it when he exhorted us to “have
love for_the whole_association of broth-
ers,” (1 Peter 2:.17) Our loving, internation-
al family of brothers and sisters helps us
to serve’ Jehovah with gre@t Joy of Neart,
as Psalm 100:2 commands: “Serve Jehgvah
with rejoicing. Come in before him with a
ho_yful cry.” Verse 4 says further: “Comeinto
S 8ates with thank,s&wmg Into his court-
ards with praise, GIve thartks to him, bless
IS name.” So whether we are preaching
publicly or attendm? our meetings, we can
experiénce joy. What peace and security we
have found'in the beautiful courtyards of
Jehovan’s spiritual temple!
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Joyfully Praise Jehovah!

BNo matter what difficult circumstanc-
es, persecution, or other problems may be-
et us, let us rejoice that we are |n Je-
hovah's house of worship. (Isaiah 2
Remember th at joy Is a quality of te
heart. Our ear fy hrrstran brot ers an
sisters were joyu rarserso Jehovah de-

Qrte the man % |ps and losses the
e Penenced Hebrews "10:34) Our fellow
elievers today are just Iike them. —Mat

thew 5:10-12.
DAl of us who serve Jehovah delight to

18, Whg can We rej orceh ralsrknlg n%ehﬂ\]/ahg

|te rsecution or other problems
e) hat 1;e ated |n unctr ns stir u
ehov h ur et rnal Lves, epen on
hat an atr our determination?

obey the Bible's injunctions to praise him.
Re eatedly the ook of Revelation punc-
tuates GOd's praises wrth the expressron
Praise Jah!” (Revelation 19:1-6) In the
six verses of Psalm 150, we are’ told 13
times to Prarse Jehovah. This IS a univer-
sal appeal to all creation to join in joyfully
srngrn Jehovah's praise. ur eternal life
depends on ourr(rnrng |nt IS great Hal-
eIu ah chorus! Yes, thie only pgople who
WI|| Jive forever are those who render un-
ceasrn? praise to Jehovah. Therefore, we
are defermined to stick closely to his foyal
worlawide congregation as the end draws
near Then, we'can hope to see the closin
words of Psalm 150 comPIeteI fulfille:
“Every breathing thrng— et it hrarse Jah.
Praisé Jah, you people!

ANNUAL MEETING OCTOBER 4, 1997

THE ANNUAL MEETING of the members
of Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of
Pennsylvania will be held on October 4,
1997, at the Assembly Hall of Jehovah's
Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy Boulevard, Jer-
sey City, New Jersey. A preliminary meet-
ing of the members only will convene at
9:15 a.m., followed by the general annual
meeting at 10:00 a.m.

The members of the Corporation should
inform the Secretary's Office now of any
change in their mailing addresses during
the past year so that the regular letters of
notice and proxies can reach them dur-
ing July.

The proxies, which will be sent to the
members along with the notice of the
annual meeting, are to be returned so

as to reach the Office of the Secretary
of the Society not later than August 1.
Each member should complete and return
his proxy promptly, stating whether he is
going to be at the meeting personally or
not. The information given on each proxy
should be definite on this point, since it
will be relied upon in determining who will
be personally present.

It is expected that the entire session, in-
cluding the formal business meeting and
reports, will be concluded by 1:00 p.m. or
shortly thereafter. There will be no after-
noon session. Because of limited space,
admission will be by ticket only. No ar-
rangements will be made for tying in the
annual meeting by telephone lines to oth-
er auditoriums.
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A LIFE | HAVE

NEVER REGRETTED

AS told by Paul Obrist

In 1912, when I'was six, Mother died while

giving hirth to her fifth child.

About two years later, a young housekeeper,
BertaWeibel, started caring for our family.

W hen Father married her the

following year, we children were happy

o SW|tzer an
tru aChl?l%t}an 6P(frson a j
muc H 51
ﬁyatlons of the Biple tué g}s @v

Bu lic
Witnesses) In 1908 an

to have a mother again.

LIVED in Brugg, a small Mother’s Fine Exam Ie
town the G § S{ea mg an\é|VorId

e

I

share with othefs what she leared. 0ye tm
In 1915 s on after Bﬁ ha and Father Los moo t)
Were r|e Iwent WIth ney {0 a show- by Water bapt

TS sI|

Uurn

ea

t
vuﬁf Oav

succeeded:

Jw Drama 0 Creaton Father ha
resen ono @e worsh|punt

nternat ona %sou AIOHO arnest %ag f
nle Students left a dee |mpresson on ﬁht

mry min dhe t, Others Wereaso w?s
esse(?7e e hall 1n Bru g Was so romt e,

ce closed. ors stoupdin
urther arr|v ug&)ﬁ ﬁlm %he(ﬁd

n entrance th J(? ward him
means of a ladder an Totall fsr[%r
However,
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flared up, and we had to put up with his

Emplo ment and Spiritual Progress
In 1924 after ¢ m I
rentrceshr a
In t he renc
rtzer and. Thrs

th Fre ch
[es somew at
truth, Sow en
e SiX ears later, | began at-
tending the meetrngs of the Christidn con-
gregati nrn Brugg

returne ho

out 25 miles away.
| wor e there In m
and contrnue

with asm

stud one d

9heafseléjmrnr

I nteered, assuming, I wi
someone and be shown how to dot e W

When Sunday arrived and we reached our
teritory, Brother Soder said, “Mr. Obrist
will work over there. Thouh
ed as never eore

out Go sKrn
time on | never w
W rkthatJesus sard
eforethe en ofthrs

4, when | was 28
Zb Q/dedrcatron to Je

Two ears Iater | found work as a hair-
no acrt In the Italian-
Switzerland. | immediate-

ega preaching the good news there,

even though | knew little ItaIran Still
rrnér Hry first nda In the mr Istry,
Pace teZOB 0 ets adtarenaon
| was able to athera ew rnees]
ersons t0 orm roup to stud 1y
a number o these

tower ven ua
ere gtrze rnF uar”
con regatron o Jehova sWrt
Nesses In Lug |
S

orme

T nt ter In April 1937, | re-
cerv? ?etter that drama?rcall1 changed
mz %s an |?vr ittron {0 serve” at

th asthe ranch acl treso ehovah's

Wit nesses Ina (ooun try are called. | imme-
diatel g accepted th vrtatl)on—a decision
!)’ven Ver r6e retted. Thus | e%anrrvhathas
rTelcnorsnrreya -year career in the full-time

Bethel Service in TroubIous Times
At that trme e Swrss} Bethel viras I%cat

ed in the_city of Bern, the capital of Swit-
zedand T(he¥e e [l)rrirte books, hooklets

ﬁazrnesn an?ua ea ‘and these
Weres ed al over Europé. On gccasion,
| took rinted literafure to the train
statron g wheelbarrow, since in those days
\rfe rdtn t always have a van ﬁtour ISpOs-

rstassr nment at Bethel was In the
bIeEln srlron artmentwer weassem

eadt e from Whl hntrng
Was oneeS%(oo nI be an wor rn a ere

gg%horharber or h% é%th? amrffr) Seved
In Se&at%rgr er 1939, WorId War'l| broke

ut r% Nazl onsauzgi spread terror
o out Europe. SwitzZerlang was a ngu-
tra countn n ecentero ewar}nn
nations. Initia vy e continued our Chris-
Han, vy dtnout int crtn”tﬁ i
noan, IrlvhrI[eIwa atm dpesh %

civilian appeared, accom anre% a0 rer
carrying a rifle with a mounted bayonet,
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“Where | %ancheﬁ” the crvrlre]n arked
Franz anf er at the time w ranch
overseer of our preaching work in Swrtzer

hom may | announce?” | asked. Im-
meyvateQ ? rabbed me andS ra ra;ed
eup the s rs dﬁmandrn g that |
them to Zurcher’s office
The entrre Bethel family—we w%re
oo} then—was ordered to assem
the Jnrn room ourmJtrne
cWoer?a ‘e’s'att%ne h”&?tde e bt‘t esn ot -
B e gbout)éO 50 drers;tby searc m the
Contrary to expectations, no evi-
dence was found at Jehovah’s Witnesses
were involveq in o otrn resistance to
Hitary service. % 8uaEtrtreso
te ature were co(n Iscatecand taken away
IVe army trucks
When wje refused to aIIow The Watch-
tower to e censored by government au-
thorities, Its gubkcatron wa rscontrnued
In Switzerland. This meant t al( ewer [%er
sonnel were needed for the work at Be
and younger members of the famrlg were
encoliraged to leave and hecome pione h
?slle ovah’s Witnesses who en ? Int
ull-time preaching work are ¢
Proneerrng During Wartime
In July 1940, T returngd Jo the Italian-
speaking area of Switzerland near Lu anci
where | 'had lved before coming to B hh%
Trssaunch Caéhohc territory, whrc V.
then was % S0 under the stron%1 influence of
Fascrsm ecamde my pk;oneetr sstrgnment
arely did a day o by withou ein
stoRPedyby the [pg g who eman dp Q
ﬁ weac othrvrty One qa
Ile 1 was tal oman at

gate % éﬂan In crv?lran clothes gr rgI % o eg

rom behind, led me to a patrol car, an
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g\r/%\r/eto ; toolfu anthTnhle\r/s he tt]easrtrdoenderqn i
éplarned tﬁ Jehova God%%command
us to preach.

“Here ‘on earth, we are the ones com-
manding, ge officer answered gresungp
tuously. ™ God may command in heaven!

Durrnﬂ the war It was e%pecrallg/ vital
that we Reed Jesus’ counsel to be * cautious
S seﬁpents and_vet rnR ocent as dove
Matthew 10:16) Thus, | Lmosrtotms)ﬁ
raéure In the inside poc I

to be sure thatkerw)/ % not Iose any-

ore kni ckers that were
trgﬂﬂ v\hered be owthe nees.

In fl me | received rnstructrons to move

Ahe valley of Engadine, where the caé
an mouse ame [ tne no |cecont|nue
This 1S F valle rn the, easterg
Swiss AJ)S w* in wrnﬁ me is purie
below m ?]seso snow, so | had my skis sent
to me to help me get around in’the terri-
tory.

Warm gloves erre vjtal when travelrng tr)\y
skis duri gacodwrnt)er Because of
stant use,_mine soon began to wear ouf.
How %ratefu | was one day to Becerve an a
toget t#nexdpe(cte é)amﬁ mall
taming a hand-knitied pullover as we
Warm IoveslAC rrstra Sister In my or

In Our Next Issue
How Do You View Sin?
Are You Pursuing Virtue?

Save Your Child's Life!



mer con re%atron in Bern had m de them
for me. now WE n | think a out It |
am move wrth than uIness

| 94%/Iandetoyous Privileg Iesdb
N condjtions in efland began
to stallorlrze ano’ | was caIYgJZb ?<to se%ve
at Bethel, Becathe of certain Problems In
the French-spea mg congrelq lon I au
sanne, al%out 60 mil saw wasasr %
0 VIsit that cit regular o U
erhers get a proper view of Go sor anl-

Later | served fora trme as circujt over-
seer for aI the French cong{regatrons In
Swrtzeran Ear mtewee wore at
Bethel, but_| sent f ag/ Saturd ay, and
Sunda VISIting a |ffer nt con?re atjon
ia eek m 5 fort to be 0 |r|tu
assrstance In addition, vvena ench-
slﬁ)ea mg congre atilon was formed in Bern
ecame Its Presr Ing overseer. |
serve m thrs capac until “1970, when
Eetewa moved from Bern to *ts resent
autrful ocatrotrr Int etowno Thun. f
| was happy to find a small group o
Italian- spe W Wrtnesses m Th 8n aerd |
began working |th J em. In time a cqn-
g Otron Was forme and | served as Its
goverseer of a number g ?/ears
ntr g ger brothers became qualiffed to
shouldler that responsibility.
What | have oonsrder d an especiall nv
jayous privil %e 1S atten m inte natro
al conventron of Jehova |oeo le. For
i< R In 1950 there W&St% emora-
el egcracys Increase Assem %at Yalt
ee tadium,”New York. Visiting the world
ﬁuarters of J hova s WItnesses In
Broo lyn NewYP eftalastm |mrr)res
sion o me. | will also never forget Broth
er Milton G. Henfchels talh e follow-
Ing year at the Clean Worship Assemoly

Working at Bethel

o

zt]g Bro?hgtron%?tsch
stones wi

in Londan, Eneglland tt%at highli hted Je-
L’ these re are sr
e

frear m my ears t e 10 rrn

aswdouDo

ou tﬁm
have to cr out

can tl

came rom tens of thousand so vorces

W nt to heI back in 1937 m
father. w earne erecerve on
a smal a Owance, worrre ase

?rds
t entir

certainl
How ha

Berta W

oy means

|es @

ova

Ing ?nryrf?

e

eWHet%r '%e rlenss?e reqret at
Ver ex
served her odpehovah rq

ow eov and
it T

S 'Lyy°q“u§ttav'vtehe'” Otm@%e [ﬁavrrps

{rave no seeﬁ teotu
SR ng oo m% or
These” words “have
eenlf i In my8%ase
am that over 80 years ago
%I marrreé Fatheryand t?tg
her e ample and iurdan

eath In
av-
elt er ave
rette stagm%sm le and devot-
ife wholly to Jenovah’s service.
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Breaking Free From Demon Influence

THE practice of spiritism has long dominated
the lives of millions of people. But it is possi-
ble to break free! That is what happened with
many in the ancient city of Ephesus. Accord-
ing to the Bible account, "quite a number
of those who practiced magical arts brought
their books together and burned them up

. . Thus in a mighty way the word of Je-
hovah kept growing and prevailing."— Acts
19:19, 20.

The Christian congregation today is like-
wise experiencing growth. As was the case
in Ephesus, among those becoming believers
are ones who previously practiced demonism.
The following experience from Zimbabwe il-
lustrates this.

Gogo (Grandmother) Mthupha was well-
known for her spiritistic powers. People came
from as far away as Zambia, Botswana, and
South Africa for her to treat them with her
bush medicine. Gogo Mthupha also taught
others how to be a n'anga, or witch doctor.
And sometimes she would cast spells!

One Sunday morning Gogo Mthupha was
visited by Jehovah's Witnesses who were en-
gaged in the house-to-house ministry. She
thoroughly enjoyed a discussion with them
about the Bible's promise of a new world of
righteousness, a world free of all wicked in-
fluences. She accepted the book You Can
Live Forever in Paradise on Earth and agreed
to have a home Bible study.* After only three
studies, she started attending meetings.

Through her study of the Bible, Gogo Mthu-

* Published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of
New York, Inc.
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pha learned that her special powers came
from wicked spirit creatures who had rebelled
against Jehovah's sovereignty. (2 Peter 2:4;
Jude 6) She also learned that these demons
are determined to turn everyone they can
against Jehovah and against pure worship.
Since her livelihood depended upon conjur-
ing these wicked spirit creatures, what would
she do?

Gogo Mthupha expressed the desire to get
rid of all her charms and spiritistic parapher-
nalia. This included her special headdress and
"talking bull horns,"” which she used in her
n‘anga healings. Gogo Mthupha wanted to
get rid of all such items so that she could
serve the only true and living God, Jehovah.

Some of her relatives, though, objected be-
cause she supported them financially. They
begged her to transfer the articles to them,
along with her uncanny powers so that they
could continue to profit. Gogo Mthupha re-
fused.

With the help of the local congregation
of Jehovah's Witnesses, she collected three
large bags of spiritistic equipment and burned
all of it. As flames engulfed her instruments of
demon worship, Gogo Mthupha exclaimed;
"Look! That horn, it can't save itself."

In time, Gogo Mthupha joyfully symbolized
her dedication to Jehovah by water baptism.
How does she make a living now? By selling
vegetables. Yes, through the power of God's
Word, one can break free from demon wor-
ship. Says Gogo Mthupha: "I have never felt
so free."



Arebu God’s Friend?

whatyour prayers reveal

AVE Jou ever accrdentally over
heard' two_people conversing? No
doubt Jt did not take you Ion9 {0

determine the nature of their

ers, mere acquaintances or close, trustrn%
friends. In a similar way, our (Prayers ca
reveal our relationship Wi

The Bible assures us that God “is not
far off from each one of us.” (Acts 17.
20) Indeed, he Invites us to know him.
We can even be his friends. (Psalm 34:8;
James 2:23) We can en v:real Intimacy
with him! (Psalm 25:14 earv our ré-
lationship, with God is the mos recrous
t rng we imperfect humans could ossrb 3/
possess. And Jehovah treasures ou frren
Sh'ﬁ] This Js evident because.our frjendship

him |s based on our faith in nis only-

egotten Son, who %ave his life In our be-
ha —Colossians 1:19. 20.
Our Hrayers should therefore reflect deep
love and Precratron for Jehovah. Have
you ever felt, though, that your prayers,
wh |e reverent, are somew hat lacking in
real de th of feeling? This Is not uncom
mon. Te eviol rovrn tter7N
turing your friends rpwrt Je ova Go

Finding. Time for Praver

First of all it takes time to nuréure
and cultivate a frrendshro You maTv al 0y
greet or even converse with any number of

elation
—whether they were intimates, or strafeone, moving f

eople—neighpors, coworkers, bus drivers,
ndpstore clqerE 1trﬁ this hard means
ir nyod]are reaII riends Wrtt] cmone%
Brid |pgrowsas ou talk at en thwit
rom superfrcra chatter
tﬁ (t)hjg hexpressron of your inner feelings and
In"a srmrlar vvag Pra er helps us draw
cIosg to Jehovah adequate time must
evoted to rt more rs needed than a
uick thank- t mealtimes. T %e
ou talk to J hova the more you. area
0 sort out vourown feelings, motives, and
actions. Solutions to drffrcult Eroblgms he-
In to mani esdt th emse ves as God’s sgrr
it calls to mind. principles from his Word.
Psalm 43:10; John 14:26) Further, as you
e ova ecomes niore reﬁl t? ou,
Vou hecome more aware of his Toving
|ntTehest inand clclrncern hor you.
Is is especially sowhen you experience
an answer to P tlpra ers. Wtrv i hova
can “domore t an suEerabunda tlv e I_:yond
all the things we ask or conceive”!
srans 320 hrf does not ea\n tha Go
Per orms, miracles In ourJ)e tHowever
nroog tﬁwrrtten ord, pu rcatrons of
e slave class, or the mout é’f
ovrn brothers and sisters, he may provide
Ith needeq advice ordrrectr n. Or he
aIy give you the strent needed to en-
ure or resrstate ptat on. (Matthew 21
45; 2 Timothy 4:17) Such experiences fil
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our hearts Wrth appreciation for our heav-

eng Friend!
ne must therefore make time for
Prayer True, time is in short supply during
hese stressful days. But when yau really
care about spmeorie, you usually find time
to spend with that one. Note the way that
the psalmist exoressed himself: “As the
hind that IonP or the water Streams, s
my very soul fongs for you, 0 God. My soul
indeed thiysts for Gogt for the ||vmtho
When shaII come and ap ear hefqre
(Psalm 47 you have a similar long-
Ing to tak oGod Then huy out the time
to"do so—Compare Ephesrans 5:16.

For exa rPle youmrght try rising earl
in the. mor (T;m rder to have some pr
vate time to pray.. ?Psalm 119:147 )Do@ou
sometimes expérience sleepless nigfits?
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Then, like the psalmist, you can vrew such
roublmg times as an o%’o rumy f0 ex-
Fress rconcemstoG tstam 362/Or
tma Slf eamattero errngse er-

rret pr Eeré during the day. T eosalm
|st sald to To ou | keep calling all
day long."—Psalm 8

Improving the Q uaIrty of Qur Prayers
_ At times you will ?Iso find it helpful to
ore ethe Iengtho your prayers, rmuq
abrief L}/umay ehn to'speak ano

suoer %rss es. But when yo utter

g eePer raKers ou more rea

Xpress your thoughts and | mner feerlv(gr”

Je us at Ie st onc ent th cf entire n
?J Luke 6: 0

£ tﬁ [ OWN ﬁ ?%ers becojrlr)tte Xé)éte In-
I%tahe art/(? meaningfal It you avoi rus



This does not mean rambling on when [ourm Lith andthemedrtatronofourheart
You have little to say: nor dogs 1t mean  pleasurable to Jehovah, —Psalm 19;14

esorting fo Hteanln £S5 18 etrtron Jesus eahﬁe thoug that we do not |mpress
Warneg. fra Ing, €0.Not sa ? g with O%UGHI speech. He IS
same things over and over aoarn AUSI Sthe Eease yourres tful, hear felt expres-

lons, no matter OW srmpy they are ex-

Peoole of'f ne natrﬂns 0 ey |mag
ol SRR et
Yem for God ourFaft er knows w Sa( ComforLland Unpﬁst%ndlng

hhmgﬂ/ouaatrhee\nve% 7'”% before ever you When we need hel P and comfort we of

Prayer Ih more meanrngful when you &€ thHyIO acosef lend. for sup

sym Well, no friend is mare easily ac
gg{revba%l'g td{gcﬁs\slan[ eetoo\évs|g| |%|uebg gﬁj[g C%ISSPNQ than Jehovah. He is “3 h@f )that

ndless—our Joys jn the minjstry, our 13 readily o be found during distresses.

Psalm 46:1) As “the God ofall comfort”
\rw]eea]hgre%le? acno(ftofr?rlrlcmggnc%lrjégd'tsﬁ pé’r'é‘g heunderstahds what we are orng through

sures at.work or In schoal, the welf eoF bettert an anyare else. (2 Corinthi
ourfamllres and tHe spiritual con |t|?no 3 3L.7) An %as (%
our ocal congregation, to name just a few an C m gson 101 s n Qe

trar ISaiah 6 9 Luke L.77, (8) Percelv-
Wh[gcr)]e;g/ourmrnd sometrmersitern]grteoedr(r)r;t Ing eo anto be anunderstan ntg?rrend

to contcentrate. After Fte%ova rswrlrrn we ee ree o talk t0 him fervently

to ‘pa attentron to our en treatres {Psa tensel érre moved to ex ress our eeg
Ll phe e,

ear este

pra[)(]ers Yes, setpy t%rmrn on{ ethmeg bgrntofondle our soul.'—Psalm 94:18,19.
e SHrrrt and’refuse to let It wander. ometimes we may feel unworthy to ap-
—Romans 5. proach God ecaase four errors. But what

rien ours erred against
N O oL
vrew?trm as a rren vge must never for- 0t emo ed {0 conso?an reassure t at
t that we are talking to the Sovereign ~ One? WK then, should you expect any
g? the universe. Read a%d meditate on ﬂ esso eovah He genero syfo weshrs
e-Ins rrrngscen ortr r?atReveIahon friend swosrn as resuto uan Im-
aterg hgreto nsawrnavrsron perfection. (Psalm 8 % dl Now-
the nrfacence of the One homw %thrs we do not hold hack fro eeI
Pr%anhjn prager What ér é)arrv e ewe a\]re ggn Igsrng our errors to pim: we can

etoa proach an Inactessto 't his Jove ana grerc Ts
One seated U é)onte hrong”! Never owe K1:17) 1t we are depressed becatise of our

want our lan t%ag t0 %come Ov(hr 0y shortComings, we can take comyort In the
lar or un rg ﬁf ather, we shou h) wordsg 1John 3.1 E this w%s aA
forth concerted effort to make the sayings ~ know that weorrgrnatewrt the trut
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we shall assure our hearts before him as re-
?ar S whatever our hearts may condemn us
N, decause God Is greater thdn our hearts
and knows all things.”

We do not need to be,in dire straits, how-
ever, to enjoy God’s loving concern. Jehovah
Is interested in any thrn? that mrght affect
our spiritual and "emotjonal welfare. Yes,
never do we need to think that our feelings,
Eo%q ts, an concerns are tno trivial 1

entioned in prayer. §Ph| Ippians 4:6
Whenyouarewrthacosef lend, doyouonly
drscuss the br events inyour life? you not
asos are re atrvey mrnor concerns? In a
srmrarvva oucn feel free to talk about

yaceto ourrewrthJe ovah knowrng
that “he cares for you."—1 Peter 51

Of course, a frrendshr |s not IrkeI
|ast Iong if all you talk a bout IS oure
Likewisg, our prayers should not be self-

centered. We should aI% XDress, our love
na Cﬁncern for Jehovah and his |nterests
Matthew 6:9,10 Prayer IS not on (¥ an op-
portunity to request help rom od put
also a cfiance to utter than S and praise,
(Psalm 34:1; 95:2 “Takrng In nowledge”
through regular ersonal tud};wr aig us
In thi re% It hﬁ S US become bet-
ter acqua tedwrth Je ah and IS vi/a Is
You ma arficular
?pful 0 read theybook of Bsa ms andl
note how other faithful servants expressed
themselves to Jenovah.
Jehovah’s frrendshrp IS indeed a precious
ﬁalatk o OWF%SWeFQ“ Ot emate
ing ou V |
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS

We were thrilled with our study of Jesus'
parable of the sheep and the goats. In view
of the new understanding presented in "The
Watchtower™ of October 15, 1995, can we
still say that Jehovah's Witnesses today are
sharing in a separating work?

Yes. Understandably, many have wondered
about this because Matthew 25:31, 32 says:
"When the Son of man arrives in his glory,
and all the angels with him, then he will sit
down on his glorious throne. And all the na-
tions will be gathered before him, and he will
separate people one from another, just as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats."
The Watchtower of October 15, 1995, showed
why these verses apply after the great tribula-
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tion begins. Jesus will arrive in his glory with
his angels and will sit on his judgment throne.
Then, he will separate people. In what sense?
He will render decisions based on what people
did or did not do before that time.

We can compare this to the development of
a legal process leading up to a court case. The
evidence builds up over an extended period be-
fore the court rules and hands down a sentence.
The evidence as to whether people now alive
will turn out to be sheep or goats has been ac-
cumulating for a long time. And it is still coming
in. But when Jesus sits on his throne, the case
will be complete. He will be ready to render
judgment. People will be separated either to
everlasting cutting-off or to everlasting life.



However, the fact that the separation of
people to life or to death mentioned at Mat-
thew 25:32 is yet future does not mean that
no separating, or dividing, occurs before that.
The Bible, in Matthew chapter 13, mentions
one separation work that occurs earlier. In-
terestingly, the book United in Worship of
the Only True God, pages 179-80, treats this
under the heading "Separating of People".*
The book says: "There are also other signif-
icant events that Jesus prominently associated
with the conclusion of the system of things.
One of these is the separation of the 'sons of
the kingdom' from the 'sons of the wicked
one.' Jesus spoke of this in his parable about
a wheat field that an enemy oversowed with

weeds."
The book was referring to Jesus' illustration

set out at Matthew 13:24-30 and explained in
verses 36-43. Note in verse 38 that the fine
seeds of wheat represent the sons of the King-
dom, but the weeds stand for the sons of the
wicked one. Verses 39 and 40 show that in the
‘conclusion of the system of things'— during
the time in which we now live— the weeds are
collected. They are separated out and finally
burned, destroyed.

The illustration deals with anointed Christians
(who in the parable of the sheep and the goats
are called Jesus' brothers). Still, the point is
clear that a vital separation does occur during
our time, with the anointed being distinguished
from those who profess to be Christians but who
prove themselves to be "sons of the wicked
one.

Jesus provided other examples of people be-
ing divided, or separated. Recall that he said
concerning the broad road that leads to de-
struction: "Many are the ones going in through
it." (Matthew 7:13) That was not a comment

* Published in 1983 by the Watchtower Bible and Tract So-
ciety of New York, Inc.

just about the final outcome. It was a com-
ment about an ongoing development, just as
is true now of the few finding the cramped
road leading off into life. Recall, too, that when
sending out the apostles, Jesus said that they
would find some who would be deserving. Oth-
ers would not be deserving, and the apostles
were to shake the dust off their feet "for a wit-
ness against" such people. (Luke 9:5) Is it not
true that something similar happens as Chris-
tians carry on their public ministry today? Some
respond well, whereas others reject the divine
message that we are bringing.

The articles in The Watchtower dealing with
the sheep and the goats noted: "While the
judging as described in the parable is in the
near future, even now something vital is taking
place. We Christians are engaged in a lifesav-
ing work of proclaiming a message that causes
a division among people. (Matthew 10:32-
39)." In that passage in Matthew chapter 10,
we read that Jesus said that following him
would be a cause for division— father against
son, daughter against mother.

Finally, Christ's spirit-anointed brothers have
spearheaded the worldwide preaching of the
Kingdom message. As people hear it and react
favorably or unfavorably, they are identifying
themselves. We humans cannot, and we should
not, say, 'This person is a sheep; that one a
goat,' in the sense conveyed in Matthew chap-
ter 25. Still, our exposing people to the good
news allows them to show where they stand
— what they are and how they react to Je-
sus' brothers. Hence, like mounting evidence for
a court case, the division between those who
support Jesus' brothers and those who refuse
to support them is becoming evident. (Mala-
chi 3:18) As The Watchtower showed, Jesus
will soon sit on his throne and pronounce sen-
tence, people being judicially separated in a
final sense to life or to cutting-off.

The Watchtower— July i, 1997 31



\When Jehovah'sWitnesses Call

hat should Catholics do
when one ofJehovah’sWit-
nesses calls at their home?

A recent publication pre-
ational Catechistic Bureau of
hops’ Conference states: “Refus-
ing aconversation, kindly but nonetheless
firmly, isnot in this case a lack of charity.”

Not all Catholics agree, as shown by a let-
ter sentto the daily Gazzetta del Mezzogior-
nobyaman living in Foggia, Italy:

“Iam not one ofJehovah’sWitnesses. |am
aCatholic. But | am amazed by certain rules
the church imposes upon the faithful, telling
them to stick notices on their doors sendingJehovah’sWitnesses away. These
people, afterall, are simply carrying God’sWord, and they help others to have
adeeﬁer knowledge ofthe Bible. | am reminded ofthe time when Italy was
struck by cholera and we were given advice on how to avoid infection.

“Inmy opinion, this shows that the church dictates her own rules without
taking into consideration the wishes of the faithful. But for some years now,
| have seen that even Catholics are going from house to house, visiting homes
ofJehovah’sWitnesses too; and they let them in, conversing with them, with-
out rejecting anybody.”

Jehovah'sWitnesses do not force peaple to accept their message. Rather,
they endeavor to share with others the hope held out in GodsWord that they
themselves have found to be comforting in these troubled times. By going from
house to house, aswell as by speaking with those whom they meet on the
street, Jehovah’sWitnesses share the good news of God’sKingdom with those
who are willing to listen.—Matthew 24:14: Acts 5:42; 17:17.



