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world’s best-seller, and rightly
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distripution (in whole or in part% IS estimated at

~four billion copies in more than 2,000 Iangiu_ages.
~2ar more”intriguing than_the Bible’s circulation, however, is its claim to
divine authorshlpr.. “All Scrlgture is inspired of God,” wrote the Christian
agostle Paul. g imothy 3:16) What does this mean? The phrase “inspired
of God” (Greek, the-o'pneu-stos)literally means “God-hreathed.” A relat
Greek word, pneu'ma, means “spirit.” Hence, the claim is that God’s holy
spirit moved human writers, breathm&; upon them, as it were, so that the
end product could truthfully be called the Word of God, not that of man.
Indeed, many who have studied the Bible marvel at its overall harmony, its
scientific accuracy, the honesty and candor of its writers, and most impor-
tant, its fulfilled prophecies—all of which have convinced millions of think-
ing readers that this hook is from a source higher than man.*

_But how closely did God guide the writing of the Bible? Some say that he
dictated the Bible verbatim. Others say that he inspired me[eIY_ the thou%hts
found in the Bible, not the words. In"reality, though, inspiration cannot be
reduced to a single process, for God s[l)oke “In many ways to our forefathers
by means of the prophets.” (Hebrews L1:1; compare I Corinthians 12:6.) In the
following article, we will examine ways in which God spoke to the some 40
human writers who penned the Bible.

Ml 2 BUDTARES By o WAEHES e S AT S o K Yok i 0 1or0
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Where Did
Moses Get His
Information?

MOSES wrote the Bible book
of Genesis, but everything
he recorded took place long
before his birth. From where,
then, did he get such infor-
mation? It could have been
revealed to him directly by
God, or knowledge of some
of the events may have been
passed down orally from one
generation to the next. Since
humans had a longer life span in early times, much of what
Moses recorded in Genesis could have been passed from Adam
to Moses through just five human links— Methuselah, Shem,
Isaac, Levi, and Amram.

Additionally, Moses may have consulted written records. In
this regard, it is noteworthy that Moses frequently uses the
phrase "this is the history of," before naming the person to
be discussed. (Genesis 6:9; 10:1;

11:10, 27; 25:12, 19; 36:1, 9;

37:2) Some scholars say that the
Hebrew word here translated "history,” toh le dhohth', re-
fers to an already existing written historical document that
Moses used as a source for his writing. Of course, this can-
not be stated conclusively.

It could be that the information contained in the book of
Genesis was obtained by all three of the above methods
— some by direct revelation, some by oral transmission, and
some from written records. The important point is that Je-
hovah's spirit inspired Moses. Hence, what he wrote is right-
ly viewed as the word of God.
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army put the city t?t e torch, Have re
cent'e cavatlgns verified this hlsto |§ﬁ
unt Accordipa to Pro ess?r |ﬂa
eV| nce [0 the Bab oma destruc
e Binle ., . plemented
he clear-cut archafeologlca evidence;
the total destruction of the various struc-
tHres and a confla ﬂratlon wirc cqnsumeq

the varjous woodeh parts of the houses.”
He f urther C0 men}e%l “Traces of t& de

struction have gen ound in each of
cavations carried out In Jerusalem.”
Visitors can see remains fro gls de-
structlon that took _place over 2,500 years
o he Is elteTwer teBurnt oom
dte 0USE are nam 3 popu
%chaeo og|ca Ites preserved and o en
h e public rf aeolo%lsts Jane M. Ca-
|IIandDaV|dTe1 er Sum a] |n ebo
Anclent Jerusae ev
sive destruction o eru em m
} smagparentnoton yinthet aers
ofcharred remains uneart edn ?]truct |res
such as t he urnt 0091 and

ouse dS the dleep stone ru ?
rom co pse ou dcoverln

eastern so esc[ P[;[IO s o
e estruc on e

Clty’s . complement the
archaed/ logical evi ence P

fne ex-

12 THE WATCHTOWER- JUNE 15, 1997

Thus, the Bible’s picture of Jerusalem
fro m D; wgstme dovgn 0 ItS d) struct|orf] H
67 has In man Waxs been verife
arc haeglo}gmal excavatjons made auring

I r% % ears. Butv(y, Eagaglout Jerusa-
Jerusalem in Jesus’ Da

the f| St century
Exc%v tions, the Bible, Ahe first-centur

Jew!s |stor|a|1 Josephus, and othe
fgrtrj]rc(e he scgo ars t Huere tmen §ﬁ§”§
troe |t n 70%& ex |b|te e

ar e hote mJ rusaem |sre uar)}/
em update F rding . ow v¥
cavations revea emam ea lHe 0 t
cify was, the Temple Mount, wnj

0 heid doubled |n Size c?hmpflred to

omo S time. twas t
mae attorm In the ancient world, a out
157'% gg v 910 feet. Somelbud mg %tones
ton one evencgse 0] (t) tons
i e e
Now nde thats me o Iewere ?(h%pked

whent eY ;

this, te e a |nt ree slvw ralse |t
b e e
E Wnsbd Tohe%efore they said:; ?
emple was hailt In ortey 3 s, and WI
ﬁ“ alse |t thre Edh?

) aresu excavatlo e Temple
Mount surroundmgs V|S|tors can now See



fwaIIs ang other arehrtectural fea-
up to the south-

I and
t.t AR
Not far from the western waII of the
e oun In the. J

ar tw nrc

Bu nt ouse an

dian Quarter,
tert e drscove

urnt Hol se ar-
rote t was

rusalem For he
of excav trons m ecrty v

Some of t ese drscoverres thro
some of th eevents In Jesus
m S wee Io

Iar e umb er

sc o ar o SEIVES: T e lar
o the strict obs

emoteU

tote et softemrve
matron elps us to
ments on tnese rrtua
SCI es—Matthew 1512 Mar
enttm ber of st
ndnherusa

ePh rrsees and
- |z0na, commerite

e erus em
ter mof
rrtua pu ity.

stone vesse

are nots sce tible to u eanness

Was srmp yn t susceptr e to ritual contam

el\/Irs naht sust at
oseo ectst

rnatro "It sueg ested that.this explains
the water J&sls turned rgto WINe Was
sto ed In stone vessels rnstea of earthen-
waAr\e vestsetls t—Levrtmtlrs|v| ohnI 2 ?r
visit to the Israel Museum will S
two unusua? os?uarres rblhcalnArchaeo?
Y eV\ewe ains; “Ossuaries (me used
imarj ny r}]t e roughly one hun Xears
fecr?t tmgteRomn estruc lon of Jeru-

«’il ecease ws
aceol In & recess car (he wall of a
urr Cave; afterthF es COMposed,
ones were collecte 83 In a
P?Ts]gg —3 ¢ nta\rArlt(eroHs a(a erreco ate
n November 1890 In a burra Xav ch
ogro&Zvr reenhut reports: Tewot
alapha’ on two the ssuatres n
the tomb ppear here orte rrstt) en
an arc a%o ont It 1S roba the
name of the Tamily of t g rre
laphas, mentroe h Is
rﬂent It was Ommhrs OUSE In erusa em
that Jesus was delivered to the Roman pro-
curatgr Pontius Pilatus.” On ossuary con-
a(ne f 0Nes 0 amﬁnaout M[
chg ars sg culatet at ese a(i ua ey
? Pnes Cataphas. One scholar
ers Ulndmfos to A e thme of Jesus: “A
coin oug ino 8 the ot %rossu rles was
mrnted Hero Aﬁrrg% The
0 Cala asos?ﬁe rﬁrhtbeaseryas
the beginning of the cent
William G, Dever, %ofessorofNear ast

- ern archaeolo g eUnrversrt}/
concernin usalem

| by gir R

fhrs key site In the last 1 % an i
reviqus 15(Mea[ ut togetner.’ ejney
emaorarc eological activities in

£Cen caei ave cer-

rus em urrn
{rn Ings that elucicate Bi-

e hiory.
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"Male and female he

CREATED THEM”

“Godproceeded to create the man in his image, in God$ image
he created him; male andfemale he created them. “—GENESIS 127

W pleasant if is to be among Je- er through masculine and feminine quali-
g Heo (!e and to asso% ate fles. Ge%e3|5218 23, %4 Matthew 1&
women, as we of |e son sex have hecome t |sted an
Posan gD
OVe and ooey oughness, or machis-

Qose pnon |fe |$ﬁ%rt Man! equate masculinity wit
he tryt so set domlnator]
free from attitudes and condutthat IS- Mo nc?r ain cultures’it would be rare (E
e

lease Jehovah God, and It teaches us how fhamefu oramanto Weﬁp, elther In pu

0 live as Christians ‘should. (Jo 832 Co- liCOrin private, Yet, In the crowd outs

053|ans38103 Forexamcp geopeever azarus’ tomb, “Jests (Olave way to tear?
Where havetrad| onf o concépts'anout tte  (JoAn 11:35) Thatw sn tlnapp onnate or
el that men should oipTs their e esus WhO m%scu inity Y Was pe

cullnity, and women the emlrllntt 3 ? y ave (fcome un % nce d OUt
It gust fhat men are born masculing. an lnlg considering It to be mere pnys-

S|
women feminine? Or are there other fac- Il an exua?attract eness.

tors that must be_considered?
For Chnstlans God’s Word s the_au- T%’e Wﬁgﬂ;”'}g arn]%slaul%lFemrtnlwrt]at is
thont%/ that We SF bmit 1o, regar less of true f m|n|n|t The World ooz1<
etso a cu ltural, or traditidna V|ew ia states” “Most men an women ¥
oms a We ma a\aﬁ ac utre Eer rom eac?t other not onaiy In aﬂatom
V\i 9) The 0es 1ot efah rate 1nttnbet(]aworan mterestls aswe Some
a?] ects ofmascultntt and femmin-  of these differences are bioloaica

eter-
ther, It leaves room or variety, as mtned But many nonan tomtca tf
we |nd in different cultures. To be What frences appear oB Base d,on sex roles

Gog createét them to he, men must emas Eat ar IeaPne? verv Individual. P
culine, and women feminine. Why? Be- Peare orn male r?em ert)

Iearn
causelnaddltlontoman and womannaying o emascultne or fe |n|ne en
?l”l %eto Co [plementeach other hY 'ﬂa(‘f [na accoqfn or man th|n %
ically, they were to complement each oth-  the development apRropnaemit cu Inl-
1 dHOV\(IRIﬁ; t)he truth a blessing to Christian men \k/’ g{ Ge m'(?ﬂ%t esegnd osn%]hgtjtlvee%n%g]s
cuhﬁ’ hould det)ergsnwhourwewof mas to pursue In lite.

em|n|n at has happene :
to Views or} the sexes PP 3. How do men and women differ?
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reveaIs that Adam’s rol
ad as head of his wife an(
re. Hewasaso to comply
er to fill the earth, subdue I,
lower earthly creation i subjectron (Gen-
esis 1:28) Trie feminine family role for Eve
was to be a “helper” and
to Adam, submrssrvet his hea
himint eaccom
God’s declared purpose fort e
esis 2:18; 1Cor|nth|ans 11:3
5But Adam did not live
.and Eve used_ her
ersu srve wa to entrce A am 0 om

to ow athe newwaswron
emascu mrt

whathrs at erand
Genesrs 2:16, 1
)egan {0 experience w
God had foreseen would be the consequence

4, Wha(tj does thg Bible reveal about the roles of
as the reIatronshrp between man and

operatin Wlt

10 his respon

am fail e to drs

ofd S0 e}drence Adam, who had earlier de-

scrr IS wife qowrng fo tic terms,
now cold re erred 0 her'as the woman
you %a His Imperfection now marred
d] 1S |rectedhrs masc Irnrtnl resulting

omrnatrn |swﬁ emturn
wou have a “craying” for her husband,

l eg/ in, an excessrve or unbalanced way.
—(enesis 3
6Misuse of masculrnrtg and femrnlnrt

encaes OSS ¥0 E&)Oa(reit rior to the

ror Inal %OS
flon in heaven materr Ized |n man

res ) enjoy SGi(T e atrons With WOmeI]

enesE(S erecor mentions on
erng orn from those unnatura
couplings. And it seems that the offs rrn

were hy rids, unable ﬁo [epro uce nt/
became’ known a%mr ones, N R”
r ellers, since they Would cause others to
al down gGenTsrsM ootnote) Evident-
the wer violent, aggressive, displaying
0 terfder com assion.

IClearl sical beauty, bod
srzef ors rten)otnm 0 notno ¥ ermsmrlrresaﬁm
A %Ccee(?sat fe mascuin tﬁt\ ha t.“ket

0 nd tbe ephilim were dé

ggmuscur ut err ental atfitu
as thJ d. e Isobedient angels an

terro‘sstenng?l o\the earth wit %exu
rnrdomuora t¥ VIO en%en HenceGeJeesoga
Wlﬂ]grhe nou% (frd nrg

emonr Inf Be nor d |d It e?rm
nate eresu(gsoA m’ssin. An Imprq
er reflection ot m scui

9arn sura] ert i e@%%%md éan/
Eeexam es In %Ie th good and
ad, that we can earn rom.

R R
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8Joseﬁh and Potrghars ere resent a
contrast as to a late mas-
nHy confro trn wor |nrn|t
f1 szr av eco ern atu
g\ od-look Ing os tried to se uce
tthat trme there Was no wrrtten dr
vrne aw pro i ||ng ornrcatron or adul-
tery. Yet, oseol d from that |mmora
Woman and ro ed hrmselfto be a rﬁa man
of God, ones owrng masculinity that had
God’s approval. —Genesis 39:7-9, 12
9Esther and Queen Vashti provided.a re-
arkah e contra t for women. V%shtr evi-
ent thought that she was 50 beautrful
tat ing A asuerus Wou d always accede
to er wrs es. But her beauty Yvent no
eep ert an man skin creams sold today.

Fel(a modes andfemrnrnrtly orsg

alle to |sRIa}2 rssront% ats an
mg rejected ner and chose

atru \y eminine womanwho, in fact eared
ah o be his queen—Esther 1:10-12

I)Esther Serves as a wonderful exam-
i)e for Chrdstran men She was g)rett
n form and beautiful in ap gearanc
she manrtested the adornm Ht qf “the Se-
G B Ll A

Eppher 27 1 Peter 3:4) She did Fnot

vrews ovvg adornment as the prime thrng
Esther showed tact and self-control

In submrssrveo er hushand, Ahasuerus,
even w entW IVeS o{ er Reople were In
danger. Est entw en'jt was wise

er kept sl

to do so buts t{etear]ess wenhtwas
necessar teng t time. (Estner 2
10: 7:36 She acceptdd counsel from her

? dlclit%tofrne] example ofna\t;prsﬁrratte mﬁscuflrnr
nrt¥ Lwh dfrn ugsrampeof erlhsrenrnehyedrpd
sthe e for us?
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nhattge cousin Mordecal. (ﬁsther 4:12- 163
e demonstrated love and loyalty towar
her peaple.

Qutward Appearance
UWhat Is a keY t0 agﬁ %rrate femrmn
rt 7Amothersta ed: ma be false,
re T1|ness We van utt ewom
ant at fears Jehovan is { eonegatpro
cures Iprarse for rself Proverbs 3L; SOI)
ever ntra ear ? od IS essenH
an ovrn Inaness, pleasaryiness, modes-
an amildt Hue contribute (% more
o' femininity t doespysrca eauty.
roverbs 1:26.

DSadly, manY men_and women do not
Fent eir mouth in wisdom. nor 1s Iovrno-
kindness on therrton e Their speecg

abusive, sarcastic, a |nfonsr er-
ate. Sor e ent |n anqu %
rsama of masculinity an me
foolish grmrtatet en. Yet | awoman 1S
retty but lacks sensrb eness and Is arg
reaﬂtatBre sarcastic, or rrogant, can

rettgr In the bes sene trul
temr Ine? (\],8 nose ring In t GSHO {

a plg, S0 1S a Woman that1s buf
t)hat ng Hrnrn% away ?rom senErb%e ess.’
—Proverns

]3Prett|ness coupl (Lwrth unclean
speec sarcasm, or a lack of sensr eness
Wl he OULOf farmony with any fem-
£ect IrP Ftact such unloodF conductyc u?
ven ma physically. attractive erﬂon

ﬂ%)é) Zl We Can ed Igeﬁ recra e that

ty earance nor wom%
cannot’ of |te compensate for or stt\)/
outhursts of anger, screaming, or aousive

11, What should we bear in mind as to outward
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we wear it, make a state-
ment about us. The apos-
tle Peter undoubtedly had in
mind certain first-Centur
styles of dress and groom-
Ing, when he couiseled
Chr|st|an women “Do not
let ¥our a ornment Be that
the external brai mg of
the hair and of the put mg
on of god ornaments or th
wearing of outer garments,
but let |t be the sEcret per-
son of the heart in the in-
corruptible apparel of the
U|et and mild spirit, which
fgreat value'in the eyes
d For 50, 100, for
mery the oxwomenwo
were hoping 10 God used to
adorn themselves, subject-
Ing. themselves to their ‘own
husbands '—1 Peter 3:3-5.

At 1 Timothy 2:
f|nd Paul’s comments. about
feminine dress: “I desire the
women to adorn themselves
in weII arranged dress, with

Though she was beautiful, Esther is mOde aé]d SOUﬂ Nness 0 mm m the

particularly remembered for her modesty Way t ItS rO eSS|n tO eV
and her quiet and mild spirit eren 4] 0 H] ?/ j’\ é) 003 wor S
He ther emp aslze e ne

speech. AIIChnstlanscanands (?uld mlake esty and well-arranged dress that re Iects
themselves aHracnvl%to od and to fellow s ndness of mind.

humans by _thelr Bible based speech and B, Fora man or woman boy or qul to
conduct— Ephesians 4 act in o‘ dress In a sexuall EO ocative
While valid fem|n|n|t and mascul|n| -way would not enhance true masculinity or

L
?ot%mg 1 and dopearance ¢ Waygthat Ria i

cy"] ap0 Sﬁas cI(()}th @5 |sus
ter 3V¥f})at %)% dornmeee %{Jalst% athe %n dde fom he acvice foud at euteron

iy you

a{ shoalld ghrlstlan women strive to dIS
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Give reasonable attention to grooming
while giving greater emphasis to inner
beauty

femmmltk/| and
or God
extrer?

it certaml%does é’t hon-
B e worl ?o to
a nt mgscullne r fem P]lne

sexuality In glress an Bcon uct, Others
obscure the erences etween the sexes
because of Immoral ob ect|ves. owt ank-
ful we CHHS 1ans. can ethatt ﬁl e re-
veals Goa’s thinking! Jenovah dec ared 0
ancle tIS{é\I “No garbo an able-bodied
man shou on a woman, neither
shou P an able- odle nwear the man-
tle of @ woman; for anynody doing these

18 THE WATCHTOWER- JUNE 15, 1997

things s something detestable to Jeho-
vat]17| t[r)]euteronororla 225, il Tl
n this regard,” you will likely enjo

reviewin q y Watch tOV\Leryofe AL?/
9ust 15, 988 sald on Rael? The 1ssue
s nof whether a certain Style is extremely
fashlonable but Whether 1T JS.app roPrlate
Tor ong Ero essin to e%mmlse fl
SR a % orlnt| ns 6:3) Overly
asual or tight- ttmg othes can detract
from ?ur messa? tyles that batanlg
and deliberatel em|n| emenormascu |
Ize women are definitel %outo order. (C
pare Deuteronomy 22:5.) Of course oca
customs ma varX accorting to t he weath-
er 5 uEattlan coneer%S a%{]odnsgggsr trqoS%QI?e
hard ancf fast rulegs t0 cover the WOY[]dWIde
brothernood.”

]8What balanced and fitting. counsel!
ia g ?me Christians, males arid females,

nI ollowwhateverthe world romotes
In resand%roommgwn utc grmg

nhow_ It might reflect on Je ov
oot ?ﬁ gregtion aen o huasvenblegen
mffuenceg [1 v%r?dsthmkm Or we

ht a roac a respected, ex erlenced
qher %P S|ster and gsk ?or observations
as toa g gustments we could make. In
our dressing Style and then seriously weigh
the suggestions.
omen

M o

BThe god of this world js Satan, and
his influénce can be seep in the confu-
sion over the sexes, and that goes beyond
clothing. (2 Corinthians 4:4) In’some fands

é8 Wt]at ste 2qu htt amesgagre OI|n agr%mgzg the

blical counse
]1 ahat undesirable mﬁuence % we need to



many. women comoete with men over head ﬂTh(ehgrreatest man who ever lived vas

shnﬁ |gnor|ng Blbeprlnulplefs Onthe ot Jesus Christ, and 1t IS his n‘es et at
a %at number of men_simply nstlans s o |tm tﬁt 1 Peter 2
ame on thefr headship res onﬂbumes as cf esus ot me a(n women
Adam did. There are thos Woeven tr sou \R/ove Io al t0 G 0 dthen
to change their sexua role |n |e fro o His Word. Jesus mani este won

Iteg)teother Romansllz 2 ? |t|%soflove tenderness, and Htercy As
0es not tbout N aterna |ve I|e Christians, we are expected to |In
?tye rovec? ang ate R|m {o_prove that we are his disciples.
m|n h/nsuans WF confused —Jonn 13

outt el identit v\y o sexual preferences  2Jes sChnst was a real man, and u‘Ye

can trust that It Ibe to thelr everlast- ﬁ f? 1S mgscu m ua |t|es asvue stu ¥

o ood to live In accord with God’s stan- erecor 8 ort mt? crl turh

dard one that W|Il%erta|nl y be artJ reclat-  He never but the Biple shows that

edb aIIwho reach human perfection. e e 0% ance assoclation with wop-
he Scri tur S show that Christian en. (CU

if 10:38, 39) His reIatloni]hlgs th

men an omene to develop and man-  [nen and women were always ¢
|fest% urtage G(hdss mP P B the per?ect modefl of mas-

nonorebl
s gen” “'tgn.ggtg I.nauanng“ i
abed men to enhance%hen mascl linity, ﬁOV% dianoth sh(at(etoaccept S re-

Woment elr feminin cu ltivat:  Sponsl lltles a dhe so without com-
ualities. Amanu/ho p ﬁ rl)amm — a

mgthoseo
itage of the spiritis easy to T 6 What deli ht|t |sto be among Jeho-
a wontan who does so is easy ﬁ Wome eo&gea ssouateW| men and

{0

s boys and glrs whﬂse

20. What beafrmg should GaIa| ns 5:22, 2§ have  priont e IS to ove ang’ o 0-

on our View 0T mdscu |n|ty an em|n|n|ty Bl] X We %}/ E
et

e

ar not emmed In
% g s Word. R ther, we a
L nl)'[ IS WOr ItS W%ydﬁ t]at debase
How Would You Answer? t f eaut the ur ose ang the distinct
O What appropriate roles for men and [0I€S.0 € Sexes Can expe“en e
women does the Bible describe? enuine aHpmeSS t at Comes f{
our IVen posjtion In I|e W er

O How was masculinity distorted be-
fore the Flood, and how have it and W be m 60? em#e YeSChowg ?
femininity been twisted in our time? [e tO ‘]e Ovah GO the re or a 0
. _ ' IS OVIHP gro isions |n our heha an for
O What Blble advice about appear- avmg cle te us male and ema
ance will you seek to apply?
O How can Christian men and women Sty esg 6€)|_|\é¥vhgtop‘?ttem did eSﬁ]SEt as to [ife-

prove themselves to be real men and €SS mantiest nis mascufin-
women? With regard to the. roles of the sexes, how
are true ChF1 stians olstmctfy b{essedé
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Pursue godly peace

IN FAMILY LIFE

‘Ascribe toJehovah, 0 youfamilies ofthe peaples, ascribe to
Jehovah glory and strength. “—psALM 67

ful and ha II starf when he united the
first man a d the first woman In mar-
rrage Infact

JEHOVAH got famrI?/ life off to 4 peace-

Adam was so happy that he
ex resse S Joy In the earlrest recorded
goetry sat ast_bone of my bones
nd flesh of m flesh. This one will bie called
Woman, becalise from man this one was
taken. —Genesis 2:23,

2 When God rnstrtuted marrra%e and the
famrl arran%ement he had more I mind
t an Iust fl

ifen, b Ie(t"‘pﬁé”nﬁstomdo'hs“vrha”

coonIIrIOIdIheIIIII II eBeeaIIUII II %II ue
It, an ha e in subj ectron the trsh of the seq
an thf flﬁrn creature]s]ofthe heavens and
every living Creature that 1S movrng Upon
L R
| | W
angd therr future children vII IIId have bee
If the Tirst married couple had obediently
done JeEhovath rIWIIth il h
ven today, though, families are happi-
est when the vIIrork tog ether t0 do GorIl gp
will. And what splendid prospects such

1t Je)hovah got family life off to what kind of

aggryﬁﬁttg'%r%"g‘Inhg 1O ChRERRN o

! don at IS, required for families to live with god-
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obedrent famrlres have! The apostle Payl
wrote ¥] devotion is bene cral for all
th rnt[rs as it olds promise of the life now
and that which rsto come 1T|moth y 4:8)
Families Irvrng with frue OI evotron
followthe Prrn iples ofJehovah Word and

0 hig will. They pursue god g rr)eace and
thus find happiness in “th& Iif

Family Life Imperiled

4 Naturally, we do not find
aﬁ)rness In ¢ ery family. Crtrn% study
ya emograph Institute Ied the
Popula on Councr The New York Times
states ‘In rich nI)(IOI countrres alike,
he strycture of fa y life IS und ero
g profound chan es. naut or of t 1S
stu %/was quoted as saglrng The idea that
the amrIY IS a Stable and"cohesive unit In
which father serves as economic provider
and moth er serves as emotional care grver
IS a mt T e rea |t}/ IS that trends like
ot erhood grng divorce rates,
smaller h househol are occurrrnP

geace and

andij
Ivorl wide.” Because of sych trends, mi

Irons ‘of families Tack stabrlrt eace, and
napp rness an many are bréak] g up. In
Spain the divorce rate rose to 1 out of 8
arrra&es by the start of the last decade of

the 20t cehtury—a big jump from 1 out

mperleIIIyw%arIIdI,I/| g seid that family life is now



of 100 just 25 years earlier. England is re-
ported'to have one of the highest divorce
rates In Euro ﬁ—4?ut of 10marrrages fail.
T at country has also seen  surge in tne
number of srngle parent famrlres

olt seemst at some Heo le can hardl
wait to et% jIvorce. Ma g ock to th e“Tre
Severing Shrine” near Tokyo, Japan, This
Shrn}ot mple accepts petitions for divorce
ad or the breakup o ot er ungesire re-
ationships. Each worshrper Writes hrs or
her plea on a thin wooden boar

It In the shrrnes recincts, and ras or
an answer. A Tokyo newspa er that
Wwhen the shnne Was founded ab ou a Cen-
tury ago, “the wives of rich | ca]merchan(ss
Wrote rayers as rng that their husban
leave their lovers andl come back to them.”
Today, however, most pleas are for divorce,
not or reconcrlratron Without question,
aer life is imperi ed around the worId

dthrs sirrprrse hristians? N h]e

cause th P drves Us Insight into t
present family crisis

0 Why the Ftamrl Crrsrs’? _
ne reason for am cnsrs IS
this: “The whole wor? agf}/ glrr the ow
er of the wicked one.” g
can we expect ofthe wicked one, Satan the
DevrI He'is an evil, immoral liar. (John &
No wonder his W 8rld wallows i decert
irrf] immoral rt¥ evastat rnr{r to fami rtl
el Outside of God’s org anrza lon, Sata
Ic Influence threatensto (ﬁ)t rX Jehovah’s
mstrtdtron lnarnage and bring an end to
eaceful tami
* Another reason for the family prob-
lems that now plague mankind is ‘indi-

8a3\t/fv at blearr 59 does 1 John 5:19 have on to-
0

i/ can famil

that many peorqteI I|enSthsea 1Elfzfsctte aylgymtgrﬁfes@ts

cated at 2 Trmothr{
ic words recorded there show that we are
Irvrng In “the last days.” Families cannot
be peaceful and hapPy if their members
are “lovers,of themse Ves Iovers of mongy,
self-assuming, aug ty,basp emers, dis-
obedient to parents, unthankiul, disloyal,
having no natura| affection, not ope to
any a%rreement slanderers, Wrthout self-
control, fierce wrthout love_of goodness,
betrayers headstrong, puffed up with
pride overs of [oleasures rather than |ov-
ers of Godl, havr ga form of godly devotion
but provrng falsé to |ts power,” A fami-
ly cannot be comg letely hapgly If even one
of 1ts members lacks hatur atfectron or
IS disloyal. How peaceful can am|¥

be rf someone In the household IS Tierce
and not open to ag/ greement Worse
still, how can thereb pedce and hap rness
when family members are lovers 0 g
sures rathef than lovers of God? These are
the traits of people in this world ruled by
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3:1-5. Paul’s Pro het-
g e



Satan. No wonder famtly happiness is elu-
sive In these last days!

8Still another reason why many families
lack peace ang haﬁplnef s IS'the had condluct
ofch|l ren Whe Pau p]retol onditions
|nte last days, h p Sled that man
children would be disobedient to parent
f you are a oung person, dogs your fe-
ha\émr help to make'your family peaceful
an
9Some children are not exemplary in be-

havior. For mstance, one oun’gf Doy wrote
h|s father this nast?/ lettér: won't
|alwon’t |te oua

ake me to ALexand
etter, or speak to you, orsat(
ﬁ difyou goto Alexandria on’t od ﬂur
nd] I ever greet you aq(aln ThIS IS A
Wi appen|f ouwnt eme utsen
mean[ arw ejmu ou don’t, Twont
eat and | Wont So here'” Doe?t at
?ound rather up -t0- p]ate Well, that Jetter
rom a oy to his father was written in an-
cient Egp t over 2,000 years ago.

DTha gypttan youn%ster S attitude did
not promote am|Z Of course, far
more serious thin ta acewnhmfam
Ilies In these Ias oun
ones can help your amt to urse

eace. How? By obeying this Bible co nse

pYOUChI? renyeo%/T tﬁent to r parents

in everIy or this |s we easmg In

tel\_/\c/)hdt boosnans © o
at about you parents? Lov

[p syopr cﬁlldrenyto bgcome falth? l gely

t eovfa Train up accord-

way for him,” says Provérhs 22:6,

nltzgtote h/
Ven when he grows old e will not turn

ﬁ 9. What. efLect can tpe behavior of children
8V on famil é)
OW C p ounggr ones help their families to

I 0
£ ot ffens hep el sicren 0 be-
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aside f om " With f|ne Scnptural teach
|n an arenta examples, mn os
tturn as e romt p]ro
erw Whn erv rButm
al and tento B|

ends on the
ralnlngLandonthe eart of the young one

If all me ersofourfam|¥ [)e trxtn

{0 ng ovan’s will, we ought 10 g

Ing_ godly peace, A Cnsttan omes
beTi edW|th ‘fnends oprﬁace
showst at Jesus ad suc Beo e|n mm
(en pg ent 70 ﬁdgles out as minjsters
ﬁn them: “Wherever you enter into a
ou esa¥f|rst Ma this hp]use have peace
nendo acels ere, your peace
res‘u onh| s eovah ser ants
peaceu dy 0 rom ouse to house wit
‘the good néws of eace "they see fnends
of)pgﬁleg @ C(Eshnstt e S glsdansaeu

?fnendg %peace s%ouqdqbe peace ?
ace of peac
n rest Tﬁe der WI(?O\FI Naomi_ o eg
that God vyod grat er oungh d owe

aughters-in-law; Ruth an e rest
andgcom?ort that result from havmg a good

d a wan home be p?ace
and %%W tstaomlhonet%lrsehodJ d be a
resttng p ace of what ki daJ]

In Our Next Issue

The Miraculous Healing
of Mankind Is Near

"Jehovah Will Not
Forsake His People"

Are You God's Friend?
— What Your Prayers Reveal



husband and home Naomi sali
vah make a |tto you, an

Its rrncr les. @ amily th ta pres these
will be {
eeac one rn the ouse of

or other problems arise? Then
we especially need to_know the
secret of farily happiness.

Four Vital Principles
b Every family on earth ow
its name to Jehovah God, the
Creator of families. (Ephesrans
3:14,15) So those desrrrng fam-
ily ha mess should segk his
ﬂtn ance and praise.him, asdrd
sa Imist: “Ascribe to Jeho-
you families of the peo-
pIes ascribe to Jehovah_glory
and strendth (Psalm 96:7 The
secreto amry apprnes |es
rnte ageso God sWor
Bible, an. in the a prcatron of

app

and will enjoy god-
et us there g i

Qre Iook at four of

t ese important principles.

mr 'S wrs one sc
homes Ruth and Or

WOU d frnd deIrver
rom unrest

ne of these principles centers on this;
rol s vital to @ eace In fami-

Krng Solomon sa s acity broken
h, without a wall, is the man that
restraint for his spirit.” (Proverbs

tion 1A which

rest. It woul
ey coud abrde and In whrch therr ten-

-Control—Is vi
ul and

H
the Hebrew... ' erfect we nffd to eX CISG e

%re ofthe ssocra
x ressron |n Isara

Restrarnrn? our S |r|t—e ercrsrn
aI |f e esrreth ave
% We are

control,

hrch 15 a fruit of God’s holy spirl
X ’

lahmans 7:21, 22 G

ere We rea it will produce self-control in us'if we

ssmustbe ome
and tesev eo the true rig
tness an securrty to me mde

ce an rn re
AC rrstran omes ou

T IS COUFSE will
ill also he

atians 522, 2??)[) Theszr
quality, apply Bible counsel aBou)t

d associate WE t{others \n/ho mani est
us to “flee from for-

Corrnthr ns 6:18) Selt-control
(t[p s to reject vro?gnce avotr]d or

5. How vrould you define the secret of family
ﬂ%p%qta% role should self-control play in family

hteousness ess s d
P trials, d ltfe ences,
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Good communication helps us to pursue
godly peace in family life

overcome. alcoholism, and deal more calm-
Iy with difficult situations.

]7An0ther essentlal principle can be
state |n this Way Recog n|t| n of head-

IPWI help us opursue? ay eace In
ou am| les, Paul wrote: “T want you to
know that the head of every man |s the
Christ; in turn the head of a\woman is the
man: In turn the head of the Christ Is God.
(L Corinthians 11:3) This means that aman
takes the lead in the fam|I that his wife IS
oly gsug ortlve and that the children

eo ed Ol(uEé)hesl ns 5:22-25, 28-33; 6:
|n ; r#lc can tW|| promote godly peace

BAC rlstlan hushand needs to remem-
berthat S crlgtural headsh J) 1S notdlctator
ship. He must imitate Jesus, his Head. Al-

el Bl

ip pr oot go y peace in a fa

24 THE WATCHTOWER- JUNE 15, 1997

thou%h he was to be “head over
all things,’ esuB “came, not to
bem|n| ered to, but to minister.”
pheilans 1:22; Matthew 20:28) In
simi eﬂm%y aC nsﬁlan man ex-
eeises e h|p I aloving mar
ner that enables him to care well
for the Interests of his family. And
surel ChrlstlanW|fewant t0 ¢o-
0 er te W|th her hushand. As h|s
elper”and acom;l) %t she
fuﬁ( les guewhestha her usband
s and thus gives him need-
ed s%pg It, % ene3|s 2:20: Proverhs
DT roBer exercise of
headsh| hel RS usbands and wives
to treaf each other with resloect
and moves children to be obedlent
Yes, reco nltjonlofheadsmp promotes godly
eacem amil
oP ird | |m ortan prlnugle can be ex-
resse In tP gmmunlca
|on IS vital or ami ypeace an am)me%s
ames 1:19 %e S.US: Fverg man must
i/wtabout earlng sloy about sgeakm
Yva bout tl Fami |r]n BS need
?ten and talk to one anot er hecause
ami mommumcaﬂon 1S a two- way street.
Even when what we sa¥ IS true, wever It
1S Jikely to domorede an goo ifit s
sal macruel rmsen Qve man-
ner. urseec sou be tasteful, “sea-
sonewlt sat &Coosaans46) Families
that follow S?rIP ral princi Ie? and com-
mumcate we are pursum oaly peace.
DA fourth ﬁrmmgew is: Love is es-
sential to fam ce and h Ptpmess Ro-

mantjc love § Important part In
marrlage andaye a??ectlgn Can EVG[IOD

Oéi commum)catlon essential for
eace g
you say that love is essential to
am eace



among members of a family. Even more im-
ort %t t?tgugh |séh 0 edenote h the
n
0

reek wor ? Thi
¥ve cuItrvat for Jehov&h or' Jesus a
Rr our gjabor 2:3(-39) G

exe crs rt In rm mi

stroye Ve ever lastin

6 ow on@eru it |%tha w? drmp
same In (ove or our fam e

ers This elevate Iove rs aBerfect nond

0 Hnron CoIosshans 14) It Qinds a mar-

rie rand otrvaestem

co%)e o%et
th do FJ IS Des af other nd for
eir cnildren. W en ' culties develop,
ove helps them to handle matters unfted-
We can ecertarno this because “love
does no]t ook for Jts own mterests It
ars all t %s belree all things, hopes
thrn(1;s en

ures a t m)gs Love nde er

farls Corrnthr appy indee
are farhr It ich love for oﬁg another

IS cemente by Yove for Jehovah!

Keep On Pursuing Godly Peace
2 The foregoing principles and others

srlnes\évg?ty osulrl ar)h to Jncrease the peace and hap-

? %t 1S oveforman n |vrn “his
n on, nor ) ?P
o ?te-

Frawn from Ehe Bible are out-
e, ) pucations thal 2
throu h “the arth){‘u?and dis-
creet Slave.” (Matthew 24:45)
For example, such informa-
tion 1S found in the 192- pa?
book The Secret of Famrsy
apgrness released at “Me
senqers of Godly Peace” Dis-
trict Conventions of Jeho-
vah's Atnesses eld_aroun
the world in 1996/97. Persona
and family study of the Scrip-
tures Wrth the aid of slicha publication
can resu It rn many henefits. Slsarah 48:17,
#)psyrnﬂ criptural counse] is Iike-
!yto mce e the peace and happiness of
our fami
Jehovah has wonderful things in store
forfamrlres dornghrswrll and he deserves
our praise. and sepvice tReve ation 21:1- 4%
May ourfamrl therefo e center its Iife 0
teworshr p of the true God. And ma our
ovin heavenIZ Fat er. Jehovah, bles
wrt grnes as you pursue godly peace
i your family ife!

22. Onwhat should we center our family life?

How Would You Answer?

[0 What is required if families are to
live with godly devotion?

O Why is there a family crisis today?
O What is the secret of family happi-
ness?

00 What are some principles that will
help us to promote peace and happi-
ness in family life?
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Visiting Our Home Missionary FHield

HE ?roup of Christian congre at|0ns
that | visit takes me from Portugal to
China—or that is how It seems. Yet

my. Wn‘e Olive, and | never Ieave Bntaln OI|ve and | have served some 20

B Visit th eérowm numper of forel ﬂ

Ian%uage conlg o 0 ﬂvahs
Nesses scaItF anroughout the coun[g
From the 1sland of Jersey, some 12 milés

off the Normand coast OT France, where

We hav ?a ortug ese ﬂ]rouantot etown of

un erland In't ‘1 vvere
e VISt mterestet%1 Inese- saea

e, Weshare Inat |V|ags u ros
erous, multilingual fielc:" How did'we come
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’nave this unusual asmgnmen £? And %/vh t
IS a}ﬁpenmp I our home missionary field?
Let me explain.
fyears
in the travelmg WOrk, VIsiting ad|f rent
con reqation each week. Ourtravels have
ﬁ s rom north to south, eaft to west,
roug r|ta|n ﬁ At to our
Ch HS fan rot erﬁont e Mediter anean IS-
ata Where we e>i enence out-
stan Ing Christian_hospitality. (Compare
ct328 2Afte%three ears’in altawe
zi%owo erwhere 0 nextasmp(n B
woula be. We imagined that we would pro



abl vrsrt a rural Enqlrgh area,.and we be-
1Lt T
bt
err\Zer WPngt(grgr T :gwlwe Wtuld co&e A art
o our s eucta W’tr aeSpt”e Qe
f ackaroun tuﬁe Wo dwe ea
h 0] encouraeto%wod)r not
L frs%gdcg euantrca(tglI \ﬁrrtho&“%hnovlrt%w
rﬁ%er Jan uages What about t;t Fang
L o e
Wentﬁﬁ) hourJ rn uas We prayer uﬁ?
s Hortan ced.

considerad answeri g Iﬁ Macedo
—Acts 16:9, 10: 1 Corinthians 9:19- 22

Overcoming the Language Barrier

At frrst I felt Padeqa uate becatise I haF
o novrrg% ges e wso
IVE. ﬁ nt see ho tthd he esrf
terr]s Then | remem erE the COUB
ofrrst studied the Bible with us enc
ae usnevertor USe an assign ent The g

%; husthatte ovah ever%s P
f et egwecan do.” So we both willing-
y accepted the assignment,

On reflection, e see that Hr]r lack of
knowing a otger an uaﬁ elped us
treat ever in_eXac esa 8 ey
orrns eTtendrn meetrn?q con uctd

g Ireecrreme ﬁogruBE? E\ ¥Vtwhen
Haoﬁ P ett [r mee
9 e elltretan8 hatraent{%)ﬂ] e“tﬁree trlr]/g&f vr%ts

meetrn R at W ca sense Of
WH]?H IS%YESQI’IIE live a ;; aNSWEr'S 0ne

uestions In the Q She rs)re
Paresth anfsw?]r In ”ﬂ %Tasasr \er
ranslate it for her, writing out the trans

tion phonetically. She admits that it is wit
somephesrtatrort/ ﬁat she raises her hang
mment. Sometimes her efforts Provoke
ter %ut t]hrs 0es not put he
the r? ers ap reciaie m tr Ing,
sesas “In fact, mya s erhngeco ra B
those more convers nt with the’language'to
share in the meet rnﬂ(
For me, grvrnq fa srsdrffer}en f, too, be-
cause | hav toalowtrmefort e Inter fet-
er after evter% senfence é IS 50 easy 10 lose
Xtrarn%tou ght. I find, I have to concen:
te mu? more and cut down my material
extensively. But I enjoy It.
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Our Varied Ministry
areas of Britain, the pe

{ man Eatrorergn Ianouarrres are f
f‘:ttwo on°one stree rsY necear%0

Ehreey}/j i aye 1o tave some
rg] thers, Yet, w en (You grEet them In

elr own_langu e reaction,
ou%eel ﬁ rsnw%r}h%vrﬁ th? nrothr%rrlnam
ccom %g/ Ihgugeﬁg desr;s Wn Irg 0a e tS
re ponse IS often overwhelmin e
Indeed, t mrnrst in the oreJ
lanquage field is one 0 the mos exciting
we Nave experjenced during our 40 years
Krn%dom ds rvice, The potenti rowt

[
L
sy
emotrona[hl ery vrh ) seebrothesana
L
L%n abPe to listen to an understana Hg
e program.

Wno
When preach ng from house {0 ho se vve
endeavor to ma e at least an intro H
In the householder’s Iangrra e, even thaug
sometrmes et OUrSEIVES ‘into a it 0

|cuI or example, a.common greefi
goma Gyaégﬂrshous %old iS Kemncth vy]hrjog
RHOP h error one ﬁrme sorPrE r? ey

vertising a well-known {C\?/fe
e'|9

Y
rang
et one ome t ehusBan and

reeedthmrnGu
fyrmmedraﬁ IV us rna
|ndI eredusco

ecau eo an
mrsg r]uncdatron Itt rn n}tt aIte}
Were related to someo Jenova

S e goip e o, o

One English-speaking sister frequentl
left magaglnes h gChsrnese -Spea ﬁ?é
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Iad ver %ﬁe 0‘ro of z}ﬁaars he ad 0CCa3-

ome
est ut thi was declrned On rFa
asrst rw 0 Was mlo% nlr(ese acco
anre her and offereq the book You an
Ive Forever.In Paradise on ﬁrt |Ht]
angri ewhrcgtherntereste ouse der
Lear | Now ha |n oo In

accepted.*
ntoné/)ue shea reg to EHe studly.
Those few ela

language magrdgnsHo eoPi‘Fe]rerr]rce

Diverse Cultures

We had not realized that in fsome cultures

men do not |i Lke tnerrwomen olk rﬂ? Li

?Ione at nrg t. This mah It ver hCli A

or many sisters to attend the meetin ﬂs B

|nt e evening. SomeAsrancommunr es he-

leve that dyo ng womenw 0 choose not 0
on nue o [ive at o

ma%/mrpson n]e Ptgwhster ?

o« r(r)r/((h ante] amr? ng cﬁolsseen for
es, what suc s 0] putu
wrth UIte remar b When yo
the effect the fruth has nthefa
and how the srsters ovalty to Je o hrm
presses the parents, it 1s truly marvelous.

Insharin mthrsass é; ent Wehaveha
mmaesoriec anges. ef 8 estaEe out

y's 0

ravel| r? \x ad to ar(n
ng Ish cooking, butno thesr{)rcrert
tE)etheerforeevve gtraerttedetg] ean SSE avar
rerP cr}/ sine—from raw fishto é res.
Bright Prospects

|t seems clear tr}at éhrs Is the time for the
foreign-language field to lf]ossom In man
areas. h/Ior and more ub cations are no
avalla b In i erent anguages. You can

*
cretr%?l thh Watchtower Bible and Tract So-



sense Jehovah’s bIessrngi as new congre a
tr ns ag ﬁ?alnrzed Brothers wrthfa ?
%ei) other languages come from far afie
An outstandrn exa le has een the
Ies onse to prea hrngF Krn
ne srr% Fren Marrt]y nch- SP %
gees rom Zaire aqd, other African toun-
ﬁ a\]/e ometo rrt In In recent ears
When the Tirst rench ngu ecgn
(Jonwa orme In Lon on some
nhpu lishers were.assoc (?te A ear
eﬁ e number afdlrume an of
these, 48 erved fufl-ti sre uIarP
neers. Be h ong a second Co %a
to care for the %r g
o
whom atten

was establi
i r8
ration. Former G

8@ raduates wno had served in Benin, Cote
IVoire, Marocco, aq %rre now use% e J
exaerrence to_care for this growing fie
an the response |s amazing
On one visit to th Frenc coN reytron

ﬁre?ﬁgeNrgStergorefanj

the 19 5MemoHa cele

| went afon ona Bl estu Wit Hg
African womman. W eny to eave t

oung \woman crie ease( dont 80 tﬁ
onger, geust anted to know more. S
re rnde rst-century Lydra—Acts

Hr rnr fial Iwork has been to helg the
St”eaaué’t%'tah%tgtﬁgeg gr“t'tsﬁ T t
E
prr]ess (hemse v(ejs |eI n he%seg i i) rt/

j/ %a Ua % work towar E

Ve weekly congregation. meeHnPs A
WE NaVe new regatr ns that spea

a
@eqse es%r([(dar&teosneessin 2bi TamHJ %rr?é \Welsh
tenttrngarrarrar Qe ilete o |

Watching the brothers srn with therr
ands 15°quite movrn eaI Zin th
errmrn IStry they s mea so
tures a ecr e herr erIr eff rts
to share | m reac e are
eve | e or t oaebt deaf
N tseemst atJe ovah makes sure
t at no one IS left out.
USRS
Master ot t?reaﬂarv st t sen t Wogk
Into his harvest.”
R a%e “P %“%t o u s
rnttternrgcon e aqru territory, Nrg p
are not miracufously gifte rt tea rIrt
to.speak di erent nquages, Jenovah Is cer-
AL
Vestin Xo n4_%
Seymo r

gyt bope o
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS

What does the Bible indicate about capital
punishment, the death penalty, for criminals?

Understandably, each of us might have our
own personal feelings on this, based on our
experience or situation in life. Yet, as Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, we should try to conform to
God's thoughts about capital punishment, while
remaining neutral regarding the political stands
that many take on this issue.

To put it pointedly, in his written Word, God
does not indicate that capital punishment is
wrong.

Early in human history, Jehovah shared his
thoughts on the matter, as we read in Genesis
chapter 9. This involved Noah and his fami-
ly, who became ancestors of the entire human
family. After they came out of the ark, God
said that they could eat animals— that is, ani-
mals could be killed, drained of their blood,
and eaten. Then, at Genesis 9:5, 6, God said:
"Besides that, your blood of your souls shall |
ask back. From the hand of every living crea-
ture shall | ask it back; and from the hand of
man, from the hand of each one who is his
brother, shall | ask back the soul of man. Any-
one shedding man's blood, by man will his own
blood be shed, for in God's image he made
man." So Jehovah authorized capital punish-
ment in the case of murderers.

While God dealt with Israel as his people,
various other serious offenses against divine
law were punishable by death. At Numbers 15:
30, we read this broad statement: "The soul
that does something deliberately, whether he is
a native or an alien resident, he speaking abu-
sively of Jehovah, in that case that soul must be
cut off from among his people.”

But what about after the Christian congrega-
tion was set up? Well, we know that Jehovah
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authorized human governments to exist, and he
called them the superior authorities. In fact, af-
ter advising Christians to be obedient to such
governmental authorities, the Bible says that
such serve as "God's minister to you for your
good. But if you are doing what is bad, be in
fear: for it is not without purpose that it bears
the sword; for it is God's minister, an avenger
to express wrath upon the one practicing what
is bad."- Romans 13:1-4.

Does that mean that governments are au-
thorized even to take the lives of those who
commit serious crimes? From the words at 1 Pe-
ter 4:15, we would have to conclude, yes. In
that passage the apostle exhorted his brothers:
"Let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief
or an evildoer or as a busybody in other peo-
ple's matters." Did you note, "let none of you
suffer as a murderer"? Peter did not suggest
that governments had no right to make a mur-
derer suffer for his crime. On the contrary, he
indicated that a murderer might rightly receive
due punishment. Would that include punishment
by death?

It could. This is clear from Paul's words found
in Acts chapter 25. Jews had accused Paul of
offenses against their Law. In sending his pris-
oner, Paul, to the Roman governor, the military
commander reported, as noted at Acts 23:29:
"I found him to be accused about questions of
their Law, but not charged with a single thing
deserving of death or bonds." After two years
Paul found himself before Governor Festus. We
read at Acts 25:8: "Paul said in defense: 'Nei-
ther against the Law of the Jews nor against the
temple nor against Caesar have | committed
any sin.™ But now focus on his remarks about
punishment, even capital punishment. We read
at Acts 25:10, 1L



"Paul said: 'l am standing before the judg-
ment seat of Caesar, where | ought to be
judged. | have done no wrong to the Jews, as
you also are finding out quite well. If, on the
one hand, | am really a wrongdoer and have
committed anything deserving of death, | do
not beg off from dying; if, on the other hand,
none of those things exists of which these men
accuse me, no man can hand me over to them
as a favor. | appeal to Caesar!™

Paul, standing before a duly constituted au-
thority, admitted that Caesar had the right to
punish wrongdoers, even to execute them. He
did not object to punishment in his case if he
were guilty. Furthermore, he did not say that
Caesar could use capital punishment only for
murderers.

Admittedly, the Roman judicial system was not
perfect; nor are human court systems today.
Some innocent people back then and today

have been convicted and punished. Even Pilate
said about Jesus: "I found nothing deserving of
death in him; | will therefore chastise and re-
lease him." Yes, even though the governmental
authority admitted that Jesus was innocent, this
innocent man was executed.— Luke 23:22-25.

Such injustices did not move Paul or Peter to
argue that capital punishment is fundamentally
immoral. Rather, God's thought on the matter
is that as long as the superior authorities of
Caesar exist, they 'bear the sword to express
wrath upon the ones practicing what is bad.'
That includes applying the sword in the sense
of employing capital punishment. But when it
comes to the controversial question of whether
any government of this world should exercise
its right to execute murderers, genuine Chris-
tians remain carefully neutral. Unlike the clergy
of Christendom, they keep out of any debate
on this subject.
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"Slave for the Master, Christ"

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.
HROUGHOUT history, millions of people
Thave endured the burden of slavery. Thou-
sands of years ago, the Israelites, for
example, suffered greatly at the hands of Egyp-
tian overseers. As the Bible says, they "put
slave-drivers over the Israelites to wear them
down under heavy loads," particularly at mak-
ing bricks.— Exodus 1:11, The Jerusalem Bible.
In many countries today, people may not slave
in a literal sense, but many have to
work long hours under demanding
— sometimes hostile— conditions.
They are under the heavy burden
of what might be called economic
slavery.
There is, however, one form of slav-
ery that is not burdensome. The
apostle Paul urged fellow believers:
"Slave for the Master, Christ." (Co-
lossians 3:24) Those who choose to
become slaves of Christ find relief from their
heavy loads. Jesus himself said: "Come to me,
all you who are toiling and loaded down, and |
will refresh you. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for 1 am mild-tempered and low-

ly in heart, and you will find refreshment for
your souls. For my yoke is kindly and my load
is light."— Matthew 11:28-30.

Accepting Christ's yoke does not free one
from the obligation to provide materially for
one's family. (1 Timothy 5:8) It does, however,
offer freedom from many of the entanglements
of materialistic pursuits. Rather than making ma-
terial comfort their main goal in life, Christians
find contentment with basic necessities.— 1 Tim-
othy 6:6-10; compare 1 Corinthians 7:31.

Christians also find refreshment in fulfilling
their responsibility of preaching the "good
news" of God's Kingdom. (Matthew 24:14) This
brings real joy and satisfaction!

We should be thankful that we can "slave for
the Master, Christ"!



