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Why all the
SECRECY?

[1L | OTHING issoburdensome as a secret.” Or at
| ~~1 least soclaims a French proverb. Could this explain
A why we feel good when we know a secret but

sometimes frustrated when we cannot talk about it? Yet,

over the centuries many people have welcomed secrecy,
joining themselves together into
secret groups in pursuit of a
common goal.

Among the earliest of these
secret societies were the mystery
cults found in Egypt, Greece, and
Rome. Later some of these groups
wandered from their religious
background and took on political,
economic, or social overtones. For
example, when guilds were formed
in medieval Europe, their members
resorted to secrecy primarily for
economic self-protection.
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Secret %) in modern trmes have of-
ten been ed for urie on%aberea
Sons, Poss| (y for “socl enevolent
urbo es, acordrngtoteEnc lope ra
N annrca and carry out charitaole
an educationa programs.” Some frater
na organizations, youith clubs, social clubs
and ofher group sareasosecret or at least
semrsecr%t Genera y, these ?ro ps are rn
nocent, thejr members srmEy ;( ndrng
crecy exciting. Secret rites of Initi tron
have str n%emotronal apgeal and stren th-
% c derie and U try

Mem ers fgarnt e eerng of belon rn? d
asense 0 lburpose Secret societies of this
rn usua are no threat to nonmembers.
QOutsiclers dre none the worse off for not
knowing the secrets.

When Secrecy Srgnals Dan?er

Not all secret groups ﬁre secrel to the
same de%ree But those that have 'secrets
within secrets,” as the EncycIoPedra Bri-
tannica exPresses it, pose a particular dan-
ains that by the use of special

%er It e Ip
ames 0 dea S Or revelations,’ members of

tetoprnsmanae 0 settemeves
ﬁereb 1

afa( stimulatin vy]er
ran stot e effort necessarz? to reac
exalted d %rees " The dangér in erent In
I

suc IS 0 vrou? se in the | er
echelons \y e completely unaware of t
real objectives of t eor anization, not av
| ﬂ as yet rogresse to that Jeve] of reve-
atlo ecome rnvo ved In a
?rouRwoseg |5 angd met ods of achrev
8 m are y artiall ?co nrzeét and
H ger ﬁp even Tully share trh
B pers nw? as heen rné te INto Suc
ﬁ% ri”n ater find 1t difficult to free
i e 1s, as It were, bound by chains
Secrecy signals even greater danger,
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however, whena roup. pursyes illegal or
criminal Poa y and%hergfd)re tries to hrgde rts
VEry exis ence Or If Ifs existence an
era arms are gvvn rt ma[y trtynto ee rts
membership an ? %
cret. This IS trye o hl? Iy moti ate %r
rorist roubs that Per dica (yshoc t
world with their ter orrst attack
Yes, secrec can be d angerous both for
individuals for society as a whole.
Think of the secretteena%e an?s that vr
olent ay prey upon lnnoce t victims, cri
rnal ssoclations like the ecrﬁtrve Mafia
white sugremac roups like the Ku Klux
Klan,* not to ronfemancy terrorrst
ﬂrougs around the world that continue to
SeCurIrtyefforts to achieve world peace and

What Are They up to Now?

Dur the 1950',"as a by-product oJ
the C ar, secret groups were ordanrze
rn several Western Eurgpean countries to
serve as the hasis for resistance movements
should the Soviets ever tr[y tb con uer
Western Europe. Accor rng 0 tne “er
newsmagazing Focus, for Example, “79 se
cretwe on depo és were set ugrnAustrra
during this period. Not all European coun-
tries Were even aware qf these (Irroups A
ne smagazrne reﬂlrstkcallvyl repor ed in the
ear n are how many

these organizations are alive toda and
what they mhay have been up to lately.”

Yes, indeed. Who can really. know h ow
many secret ﬁroup?] may at this very
ment be osr gat rea greater tha any
of us might imagine?

menIs gfgasrh rmsugre IC%tbcre e Olffyﬂd%rhe“g H?nele

05 s ifS Sym epas arried on ni
i dajtyanent st antrhrhs
hoIrcs Bws orergn ando anized abor



CREC

OISON GAS attack Qn the
aan subway In_Marc

S
Nt

ed V) epeo
tho sands mor he e re-
vea 58 ret rer sset

kn Wn as A m S inriky Truth

ha secreth/ ujlt pan ars ha iarrngas

ouse In [) rsurto mysterious goals
mon ater a bomb blast shattered a

federal building in Oklahoma Ci
de sent 167gto their 8eath t%vrdence
seeme to Indicate that the attack was
N some way connected to the governrnent
stando with the Branch Davrd nrelrgroo
cult in Wacq, Texas, exact two %%ars r rt
erAgth%tt'mesome 0cé ﬁ ers
The bomb blast also revealed what wasase
cret to most people; Dozens of paramilitary
militia groups now oberﬁte In the United
States, al least some of which are susgected
of secretly planning antigovernment action
hater as 1995 drew to 3 close, the Fharreg
bodlies of 16 Persgits were oun n % or ste
area Bear(? nonle Fran% Y F
meme ? e rerﬁteSo r Tem
ﬁ wrous cult that In October 1 9§
been I the news In Switzerland an
Canaréa whe@ 53 of ItS mem ers rther com-
Itted suicide o were murd %re But eveg
after this trageay, the sect had continue

Name ot{the Lo

to function. To this galy its motivation and
0oals remain wrapped in Secrecy.

The Dangers of Religious Secrecy
In yiew of Sch occ rrences 1S it an won
qher at man%/f eoae cast awar

rrectro eliglous groups erarn
no one wou ant 1o su or asecreto
ﬂ]anrzatr n—reli rous or rous—t at
rsluses 1S t[]us a]nd causes f0 pur%ue
goaswr Y}/rcn e does not 9?
[peop? ot geh to_avoid Talling into
ab rnvove ntwrt secret soCleties
estrona enature

Ovrous nyone consrderrn member-
In.a ecre cret Woud e Wise to
asee]réarrérrtgcrealrot Ces s 0 [ﬁ Bure uarrT
(J asrnst a%lecﬁro ougHt 10 %egbase
nem tron Ut on facts. Remember, It
|vr Imse t oth-

upon to suffer any

ers owr eca
oss € Consequences,
%owrpg Brbe rinc I S Is the surest
method of Steering Clear %ero sgroug
WPOS ess than honoranl ga
lah 30:20) T Ing political
ity een to

S ar
msrnvo smarntarH
neutra gwrng }Eove 0, 0t i
and cultivating tne fruitage of odssrrr

enemref Vavor rnﬁ eworeks 0
Above a“ true’C rrstrans?nust be no pf t of



Jehovah's Witnesses are happy to reveal
who they are and what they are doing

the world, even as Jesus was no Ioart a ? nd this
course precludes artrcrpatrn nwor
cret socleties.—Galatians b:
14 16 18:36; Romans 12:17- 21 James 4
%ova s\/Vhtnes es are.ea rtest studenfs
of e Binle e their darth serrou
tr op eng ve accordin
-known as e%rous
y

Bt g 1 S T AR -

[
glesses—ProcIarmers of God’s Kingdom
correctlg notes: “Jehovah’s Witnes: %rer
B o e
hll ) Kggr

|cations
that are available to anyone tiona |y

o=
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se-

ut forth ecial effort to |nwtet e
u | toatte eetin ito see and hear for
emsel vesw at ta es place.’

True reljgion in no Wa% practices dse]cre-
Bveness ors Iers éetrue ave
een Instructed not to hide thelr iaentit or
to obscure t err %trroeas Jehov f
nesssThe early.disci esofJesus I
[US em with therr eac I, Mere ou

|es N

rnt en as tot activi-
Hte IS t% Je ova sWrtneIsses
erst aI egt tatort
gnms ron restrict ree om of wor-
Christi ns ust cautiously and coura
elr activity,

g ﬁ carr ont\ X
Tr r rather than men,’ rjhuo tat
orced ti on them because o err coura
%eﬁrs bljc wit eig—Aeg 112
atthew 1

|t ever crossed r mind that Jeho
vas |tnesse easecr cult or

f tb ecause ou new too
tttea out t em ave een the
situation with many mte |rst century.

tW%h%mwwwh
cl enoteJews They said 10

e thin ro er to hear from yoy w
gour thou for trtr] as recards t ts
ect It I nown eve ere It

IS spoken garns tﬁc 0-22) Iny re-
se, Paul™explain ematter 10 them

earrn roug wrtnessc cernrn he
v%p Acts %23 IStorcnertare i sto
herr |aStin %en It t ett eactt/ra ?acts
concerning True Christianit

h%a@ﬁ%%ﬁ
?t\ﬁerr ctrth an helreesto aPt one who

Cares 10 Know e Tac mVGSI
B s



EHOVAH—A G o
WHO REVEALS SERRETS

“There exists a God in the heavens who 1S a Revealer o fsecrets. "—DANIEL 2:2.

OVAH, the ?]uéjreme and IPvrn God of hovah discloses details ﬁbout his purposes

eunrv rse, the one and qnly C ﬂtor IS about the fuurﬁ at have previous-

wrs én Jtr]strc as no een unknown to humans. In this sense

nee to rde his Identity ﬁrks or QIS FrsaGo W orevealﬁ secrets. Thus, peo
pur ose% thrsowntrmean at his own dis- Bew owent to serve him ?re Inyited
fers 1Qro reve IS himself, Inthrswaeme Wht rqed—to fearn such revealed information

H] Adversary, Satanthe D 994 survey of over 145,000 \Vjtnesses rn
trresto de rstruerdentrt and infentions. one Europea untr reveale Iat on an

Evenas Jeh OVﬁ an Sﬁtan are opposites, aver eheac erso Investl-
soaso ret errwors Hpers Those wh o ow edt eteach hova Itnesses
eea aanaﬁec racterized by d ort ree ars dpre choosrng to becomea
It ecelt T tr to prese tL Witness. ma Fthechorc accordin R

eves In agét gorn Herr OWn fr e WIL with oué COBrcion
on rnoq arkn ss orr C rrstrans ycontrnued to. have freedom of will an
Were nottr% e Surprise (5 ?t ﬁr act Qn For exarnpe ecause somefew ame
such men are false apostles, decertful work-  to d |s?gree wit gS standards, of mo-
ers, ranstormrn%he se ¥esrntoer)%stlesrn rall rChrrstrans these later decidedthat
Christ, And no rh r Sata ? th did not Wanttﬂcorhrnue as rtnesss
Mpstr éormh |mse£mt% 9 gnterestrng ough, that urrnrlrt
r tr fl['t S ﬁ Past IV Vears, a large proportion of these
ther hand, look to' rrst as their ~ Tormer \Vitnesses tog steps {o resume thelr

eader Whreon rth he er ec yreLecteét assocratron and activity as Witnesses.
ersona rt rs Fat r Jehova Ofcourse not all former Witnesses re-
erews ?rr XOIOY]VW? and amon them ar omewooce
hrhstransarer Ital ol ehoval e 0 H osrtronso [eS ons |t wit mtrh
truth, openness, an ﬁ t}etoo veno ran c?n re%atr n 1 rssou not
eedt etherr \deftity, t eo esu coses o

Ir W r S or r|s|n @
terr urposes —Ephesians 4:1 f sthge apostY as, ture a
t times that he knows to be best Je- Z ESBut ISt rsarey S nto
he about Christianit tse

distur
édverg%rydoztv)dﬁfo O dfer trom his grgat

fhisne ateg‘tesuccesswrt C e oya

e refute the charae that peoole.viho Witnesses are carrying ontherre catrona
ecome I?ah Wsthesses age COerce Ft)o jon" 4. What negd not disturb faithful Christians,
a "secret sec and why
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activity? Not af all, nomore sothan hetr% vate Lnformatl%n or “secrets,” held | coréas

torousacttonottu as Iscariot brought God’s — man by Jehovah, his Son, and their frie
pUrposes toastangstl J unites them In'gn unbreakabﬁj tt])ond of h])ve
Almight et '-OV'”ﬂ a”eTﬁX?HSan %O%hlgnr?ame ehovah, He
k] th)Vﬁ )137?1 Of |%V ares aboUt()auses 0 Beco eh mdlgateshls ahlht?/
P ”p nmakl aensl 5 yép Hecome whatever ﬁnee s t0 hecom
S ] er to accomplish his purpose
neho '3 ta Cle serv nis, hwe rga mans, Jehova snon %dto dehlsmten
ra am pu a| enovan, and | onsb ause of fearing that others mi
Eos e
James 2:2 2Cro clesZ salat]418 &
g\rﬁuman frlendssrh [) P h %Ie muchof hat ur osesto

are co f| entia
Eers rsecr ssoals Joes erhovah |tH]h|s tjmee |rt %Sterseu [ ut| vacenr(t Irneu
Hen |sr ga susnnlrt]ate hIS a hat inwhich [ Tave (%
te are sné%resr\'ﬁﬂ Stv‘é'ﬁq )S ave certamsugcess |nt orw IC have
does a0F” ﬂhe tol becau Ser7]S|hort_l Salflteerth rebellion in Eden, Jeho-
E%t\ﬁ tqg\?s a:Cae en(;w thendsh' Taaségr iave vah revea ea In out?me the P nat outcome of
ma_ known to yOU n 15 E“The p” '?i'oﬂ'?y has Jehovah no need to hide his inten-

7. (a) What did Jehovah foretell in Eden, and
5. How do we know that Jehovah and Jesus love  how did Satan prove God to be true? (b) How
humans, and how have they demonstrated this does the principle at 2 Corinthians 13:8 always
love? hold true?

8 The watchtower— June 1, 1997



ﬁhe oggom controvers getween him ang and for the sea because the DeV|I has, come
IS Adversary, Satan. Prom|sed Seed  downtoyou, havin %reatanger nowm%
would be painfully, butnotlehall brmsed asas ort period Of time.” Yet, does the
Whereas atanwou ut|mate 8 i era fa-  kno ed%et ath|st|me |sshortc se Sata
taI brmse ((1 enesis 3: g the Dev-  to.changg his course? Th ahwou %n -
il actuall |d brmseth %eed ChnstJesu? mlssmn on Satan’s part that Jehovah is a
PI){ 3u3| his death. In this way, Satan ful- Godoftruth and tha asthe Supreme Rulﬁ
led Scripture and inthe proces rove Je- one 1S Wof ny Wgrs Ip. However, t
hovah 10 ea God of truth, although th|s eV| IS notW| i gtoa mit defeat, not even
was certainly not Satan’s intent. HIS atre lnthefaceo nowledge.
for truth arid nghteousness as well as_ his %ovahopenl revealswhatwnlhappen
proud, unrepentant attitude, led him info ~ wh en Christ comes to r nder é %men on
dom(%exal\f tly what Gop foretold hewould do. ~ Satan’s world system, (M
es 10 all 0 oserso truth even to Satan ~ 20.31- 46) Inthis regrard |sW rdannounces
hlmse telormct{)e ol sgue ‘We can do conce[]nmg world Tulers: enever If |s
nothing ag nst t etruth ut only for the tatt e&/ are sa¥ (C] Peace and secunt%/
truth.”™—2 Corinthians 13:8. then sudden destryction 1s t be Instantl
ﬁ Since Gods mgdomwasmwsml}/ atab uponthem ust as the aq% \SWGSSU 0
lished in 1914 Rev aton 1212hasa le regnah (iman ess(?omans
“On this account b a ou eavens and  Tflose" who fol ow Satan’s Ieg gnoret
you who reside in them! arwarmn% hey are ecause of
helr wicked ear}s and thys rventst n&

kho?/elé?i)ge\/\j/ehoaga?g iezse St%tear(]:alr(p)?mg bclxjutt doc:‘eiemls Fgrnq éﬁgenlhng”?e” ﬁlarngv a|Cn strczﬁgrse t?]n
bosers of Jehovah lgnore. and whys 0 % attemptto% Wart ehovah spurpose(s]y

oe for the earth
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DPar rcuIar!}/ since 1986 hen a Int r
natron Year of Peace s clare
United Nations, the Wor has en u o
alk about acean security. Definite ste
S R
Mrs tﬁg entrre/ %N ” |a ent o this prop
~0r can We ex ect a uture st rtrn la
ouncement of some sort? eova
thatmatter In nis due time. eanw e
|rrtuaII wake awar rnge%rar1

ussta
0 rnmrnt resence o
QL ; 2Peter 3 ﬁf Pme contrgueg

ass wrth 11| mare talk of peace a se
H/n some ' IVIcu&lagewgor nnrg)rW r? a

eom more er%rntrna ﬁt rﬂoy

vahwill nat, or cannot, fultill his word.

Pare ﬁclesrasts8111 eter 3:3.4.) But

rue Christians nowthafJehovahwrﬁgarry
out his purpose!

Proper Respect for
the A e%cres%se[?rova Uses
1\When P% uchadn 7Z4r, ruI

eNeo Ba ra rre atru rpg
am tpsat ”%Sctou gorp]ourgr%a an sorcere(r)s
corﬁdn tf[r) % hrmjwhat his gream was
nor e arnw at 1t eant (o ssErvarH
anie owgverwsa e to do so, alt OUH
ereadrlxéa mitted that the revealin o‘t
ream a tsmanrnP asntarsuto
(? ISclom anr% sal hereexr?tsa
rnte avens who IS a eveaero se
et and he has made nowntoh rp

ne zar\ry trst the i apart

anre ev ra ea

rresear rJo eph, anot erprop eto od,

10. (a) To what extent may 1 Thessalonians 5:3
have had fulfillment, but how should Jehovah's
people react? (b) Why may people without faith
grow more bold in the future in opposing God’s
people?

11. What did Daniel and Joseph learn about Je-
hovah?

10 THE WATCHTOWER- JUNE 1, 1997

had srmrla ly experienced that Jehovah is a
Revea er orQlecr ts.—Genesis 40:8 82 Amos
Serve on

ﬁehovah 5 %rea f to
F aaras Jes 4 Pau ex
aine P
ccas ns an rnmn our ore
means of t b hasatt
n o ese aysspoe
om he aB ohnted err t rn s

ﬂ?r(?r 9 i) j_rlre o erga ethe systems i
ehoY\ah spoke to ea}r] 3/ Christians (?P/

means of his Son, Jesus, w de hnown
vine.secrets to them. Jesus to

gourrt IS gr nte rro un erfstan i sa(ere
1%§ Saulolatees I OF] ofa ornteg ristians
ashein nate rrst and stew-
ar sof acre secre " (LCorinthians
1) Today. jnorn}W< hrrstrfan Hrtrn %to

sere maxin
cre t slave cfass t arqh{%)%ro%ﬁ Its Governing

LR
daﬁ an artrculr‘ pdpg on, sh r}f

H sorsectt umanaa t H
o e
tﬂese critical times?—2 ¥|mothy3 50

O enness or Secrecy?

Dogs J enness in revealin
trr]rm ; eerag rc%hrf%“acness Srhe(\)/lef% jve %
ﬂrrn (E]ae an eﬂéprrrstrans ollow Je-
SuS aavice t rsaﬁos les to be “cautious as
serpents and et 1hnocent as doves.” (JMat

12, 13. (@) Who was God’s greatest prophet,
and why do you so answer? (b) Who today serve
as “stewards of sacred secrets of God,” and how
should we view them?

14. When do Christians carry on activities in se-
cret, thereby following whose example?



the 1016% If told they cannat worship God
e o T dex&)r %ﬂeC“F'eSat 75 that
no human agenc % Sa rlg t 10 restrict
Jeno ah's w shdg fActsS 9 Je s him
read: ; 8Vr\1ls§]rcage threseptrolﬁng eg t 'SmV.Ke
\l/JveanwaA walk E)%tumleaill gga reﬁau%g 'Et
]}ews Wer? %eekl Vgto Pnﬁ‘um However, t
estlvalo S efgstlval oftaberna
?éanVE ehevi ﬂes O e R e
G J; it
this fefnva %aus? as not
Eﬁltnu % Omeame In f]e 9 %utmetni’j%
fot%ers% (@OHET totﬁ Sf?twa then
sowent S notopenybutasmse
cret."=Jonn /:1,

0 Tell or Not tq Te
To Tell or Not to Tell?
Bin some mstance kee,omP amatter pri-
vate |sHot (()p dyW|se h 80vm (), FOr ex-
%ose%h E e adoptiv %the[)of
Jgac When he learne 3
trot ea brige, Mehry waﬁpregnémb We re
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15. How did Joseph indicate that keeping a se-
cret is sometimes the loving thing to do?

16. What responsibility do elders, as well as all
other members of the congregation, have as re-
gards confidential matters?
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Tiose ngf rﬁ%fvae' ety o
Iovm gertan\v memli)ers ofsthe C?] é|an
cong ation Inot* {0 Py corﬂllI

tial |n n]anon out 0 %qers twi

spec ers resgon Ity t0 keep confi-
e M
o% ot reveaI econFeIg tial tahio an-

sprmu Ieasoh |ds't ueW|th|nthe
famllycwceoramnc nens Kee mg
some “matters confi é|a IS vital to avol
misungerstandings an stra|ﬂ% rela#lo
ships. “[he win rchenort ort
asvylth anor pains adownpour; an
IVIng away a Secret a enource
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or ot er authqrized ones even con

matters BUtIn Most cases, ChI’IS'[IanSR ﬁ!

Watc ower %r% ee'rnlg]e 8{%5 of Others”in The

17. Why do Christians in most cases keep confi-
dential matters secret, but why can they not al-
ways do so?

How Would You Answer?

0 Why does Jehovah not need to hide
his intentions?

0 Towhom does Jehovah reveal his
Secrets?

[0 What responsibility do Christians
have as regards confidential
matters?

O What three qualities will help
Christians know what to tell and
what not to tell?
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18. What three Christian qualities can help us
determine what we should tell and what we 19. What course of action helps to identify true
should not? Christians, and in what does it result?

secret Christians

DARE NOT KEEP!

“T have spoken to the world publicly 1 spoke nothing in secret.- —sorn 1s:20

orId ranslation  verse.
eHo Ser

Htures 25 times aS , 2 Ving’s Expository Dictionary of Old
Sacred sec et”and 3 times as."mystery."ad New Testament Words confirns that
secret called sacr(;d must e|m orta i most cases “sacreq| secret” |samore ap-
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since he has heen counte wo to share Gy J? %”*Sl ? S, N B ngSter'OS
1, 2. What is the significance of the Greek word E It ﬁls jword Utt tWhIC
My=ste'ri-0N as used in the Scriptures? eing outside tfie range of unasmsted natu-

T 11areel}]w&rdm -ste' r| Nis frans-  a secret with the Supreme God of the uni-
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The “Sacred Secret Identified
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3. How did the Christian congregation of the
first century differ from certain mysterious re-
ligious groups?

4. Onwhom does the “sacred secret” center, and
how?

whe herornted to the need for “an acea
rate know dge of the sacred secret of Go
namely, Cnrist."—Colossians 2:2
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Designate in 29 C % %a
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[10 8 ears. (See page {
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tereve atrono fsacr? secret whic
tn sr ence for long- astrng
Hms ut ha now been made manffest an
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esians 3
7In contrast Wrth humans, who have

5. What is involved in the “sacred secret”?

6. (&) Why is it correct to say that the “sacred
secret” was “kept in silence for long-lasting
times”? (b) How was it progressively revealed?
7. Why can we have utmost confidence in the
faithful and discreet slave class?
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8. How do we know that the “sacred secret” is to
be made known?
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9. What proves that Jesus was no revolutionary,
as some claim?

10. Why should Christians not keep their iden-
tity secret?

11. 12. (a) Why does Jehovah desire Christian-
ity to be made known? (b) How did Jesus set the
proper example?



Like their Leader, Jesus, Jehovah's Witnesses
publicly declare Jehovah's Kingdom

]2True Ch |3L|an|t IS not to be hidden: it
|s to be made know |n everg to]ropnate
way ossme esus nimselt Set the prap-
ere am le. When questioned Ly the ch|ef
ﬂnes out his d|s é)les and h|s each |n%
e sald: “I have spoken to the world publfc-
Iy. | always taughtinas nagogue and in the
temple, whereall the Jews come %ogether
and I spoke nothln% in secret.” (Jonn 18:19,
In"view of thi é)recedent what God
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nowle ge "that Ieadf {0 eternal life? Dom
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Kingdom message secret! Whether the mes-
els aceepte or rejeeted peo§e must

d
i E‘ytl at 1t has been DFEﬁC eid 0 epare

Ezekiel 2.5; 33:33.) Let us therefor

13. Why should we preach at each and every op-

portunity?

vanti%of each and every op zﬂ?rt nity to
speﬂ e message of truth to all. wheréver
WWe happen to meet them,

Puttln Hooks in Satan’s Jaws
In mang gla es Jeh vah sW|tn sses are
ecomm MOre an moret e cent ero me-
la atte ion. Similar t% what h%prtt)ened |0
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tlgg ateption tﬁe recent ?ratl In

sponse getuth mEa fe ngand
so Arlca as artlal een alse

e Increas nness with WhICh
truth can now epeac ed there.

14. Why should we not be hesitant about being
open in our worship?
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A "SACRED SECRET" PROGRESSIVELY REVEALED

0O After 4026 B.C.E.: God promises to raise up a
Seed to destroy Satan.— Genesis 3:15

0O 1943 B.C.E.: The Abrahamic covenant isvalidat-
ed, promising that the Seed will come through Abra-
ham.— Genesis 12:1-7

0 1918 B.C.E.: Birth of Isaac as heir to the cove-
nant— Genesis 17:19; 21:1-5

O c. 1781 B.C.E.: Jehovah confirms that the Seed
will come through Isaac's son Jacob.— Genesis
28:10-15

O 1711 B.C.E.: Jacob indicates that the Seed will
come through his son Judah.— Genesis 49:10

00 1070-1038 B.C.E.: King David learns that the
Seed will be his descendant and will rule forever as
King.— 2 Samuel 7:13-16; Psam 89:35, 36

0 29-33 C.E.: Jesusisidentified as the Seed, the
Messiah, the future judge, and the King-Designate.
— John 1:17; 4:25, 26; Acts 10:42, 43; 2 Corinthi-
ans 1:20; 1Timothy 3:16

O Jesus reveals that he will have fellow rulers and
judges, that the heavenly Kingdom will have earthly
subjects, and that all his followers are to be Kingdom

Bltis true that the OJoen ess with whrcrl
Jeho(\{ahs Witnesses a the s nrtva

h he enoy, errnP rrt
oth In human esourc(e aterla
ﬁets 0 not o unnoti hrle attractrn
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e orr)]ﬁ)osers %2Crwnthrans 2:14-17) In’fact,
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oudthrs beacause ogconc m?
ccr to Jeh ova ) ec% n
76 |e apter. 38 oret IL a o

SCr trve atant

a

gr?g%asemettot e Vi Mvo ee rt
sesta& Istiment In }

wr Iea ana on (0d's people. {Reve

15, 16. (a) What purposes are served by our
openness and spiritual prosperity, but is this a
cause for concern? (b) Why does Jehovah put
hooks into Satan’s jaws?
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preachers.— Matthew 5:3-5; 6:10; 28:19, 20; Luke
10:1-9; 12:32; 22:29, 30; John 10:16; 14:2, 3

0O Jesus reveals that the Kingdom will be established
at a definite time, as corroborated by world events.
— Matthew 24:3-22; Luke 21:24

O 36 C.E.: Peter learns that non-Jews will also be
Kingdom joint heirs.— Acts 10:30-48

O 55 C.E.: Paul explains that the Kingdom joint
heirs will be resurrected to immortality and incor-
ruption during Christ's presence.— 1 Corinthians
15:51-54

0 96 C.E.: Jesus, already ruling over his anointed
followers, reveals that their final number will be
144,000.— Ephesians 5:32; Colossians 1: 13-20;
Revelation 1:1; 14:1-3

0O 1879 C.E.: Zion's Watch Tower points to 1914
as a year of great significance in the outworking of
God's "sacred secret”

O 1925 C.E.: The Watch Towerexplains that the
Kingdom was born in 1914, the "sacred secret"
about the Kingdom must be publicized.— Revelation
12:1-5, 10, 17
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% ti ng the &/ord 0% truth!—p overl) How Would You Answer?
Dlehoyah’s P]eoﬁ) thave |0ng understood O What isthe "sacred secret"?

their obligation In this regard. At anote- O How dowe know that it should be
publicized?

17. How should we view Gog’s imminent attack? . ,

18. (a) To what realization are many people now 0 What brings about Gog's attack on

coming, and why? (b) How does the reaction to Jehovah's peop|e, and how should

E:)r:]g)dom preaching serve as a powerful motiva- we view this?

19. 20. (a) What determination did Jehovah'’s 00 What should each of ws be deter-

people express in 1922, and do these words still ined to do?

apply? (b) How should we view Jehovah'’s “sacred mined to 00’

secret”?
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Fleeing to Jehovah's Theocratic Organization

LONG ago the prophet
Isaiah was moved to de-
clare: 'They must glorify
Jehovah in the islands of
the sea.' (Isaiah 24:15)
Jehovah's Witnesses view
the islands of the sea as
part of "the inhabited
earth" to which Jesus said
"the good news has to
be preached."— Matthew
24:14; Mark 13:10.

The Marquesas Is-
lands are located some
900 miles northeast of Ta-
hiti. They are part of a
remote group of islands in the South Pacific
called French Polynesia. With rich, volcanic soil
and a warm, humid climate, vegetation thrives
in these islands. However, the Marquesas are
also bearing another type of fruit. Consider the
case of one family who responded to the King-
dom message on the island of Hiva Oa.

Jean and his wife, Nadine, were unhappy with
the so-called civilized society of Western Europe
in which they lived. So they decided to leave that
hectic life-style behind and move with their child
to the Marquesas Islands. Their new house, con-
structed of bamboo, was nestled in a remote
valley. To reach their nearest neighbors, they had
to hike along a rugged mountain path for two
hours. The closest village with a doctor, school,
and general store was three hours away by jeep.

Jean and Nadine were not interested in reli-
gion. They did, however, engage in discussions
about the origin of life. Often, they would elab-
orate on complex theories of evolution. But none
of their theories brought them satisfaction.

After living in seclusion for six years, they
were surprised to receive a visit by two of
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Jehovah's Witnesses. The
Witnesses had learned of
Jean and Nadine's where-
abouts from the nearby
villagers. Naturally, the
conversation led to a dis-
cussion of the theory of
evolution. To the couple's
delight, the Witnesses
were carrying a copy of
the book Life— How Did It
Get Here? By Evolution or
by Creation?, published
by Jehovah's Witnesses.
Jean and Nadine were
pleased to have a book
that presented a thorough examination of how
life got here.

A short time later, a Bible study was started.
Over a period of about three years, Jean and
Nadine made steady progress. They became
convinced that soon the entire earth would be
made a paradise. After their family increased to
three children, traveling for four hours to attend
Christian meetings at the Kingdom Hall became
a real challenge. That did not stop them from at-
tending, however. Eventually Jean and Nadine
symbolized their dedication to Jehovah by wa-
ter baptism. This they did at a convention held
in the main village, where the peak attendance
was 38 people!

In order to help the small group of Kingdom
publishers, the family decided to leave their iso-
lated home. They moved to a village of about a
thousand inhabitants, where Jean now serves as
a ministerial servant in the local congregation of
Jehovah's Witnesses. This family, who formerly
fled to the islands to escape civilization, counts
it a privilege to have found the only true sanc-
tuary, Jehovah's theocratic organization.

- -V yla.
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sen tonorther France. en Germagarr
t attacked us, we oung{Na s almed our

tr es and shot af them. It asascaJ
lstence We retreated pefore the a anc-
|n erman armr s an | was am Pnsqt 0se
cuated at D un ” mte week
une 1940, | st ref mhorror the
sr t of a whole battalion of dead strewn
ac sst egeach I surwved that nr% tmarg
B rrve tlHarw|r] In eastern Englan

a oar asma frei

The foll owrnglr ear |n "March 1941 1was
sent to India ﬁlrecer¥ed frainin as

anrﬂstrum nt mec anrc Perro
? Prta a5 a result of an.in ecthon Was
trans toan%rnrwunré in Delhi #nc'ras
ca(ﬁlta Far e and still not feelin
3nt mﬁrn%1 out%he uture. ES-
Becrahley | wonder about what happens to
nwe die,
Exercising a New Loyalty
A fellow En I| man, Bgrt ale, was m
roommate In Defhi. One day he Said tha
relrgron Was, oft e Devil,” acomgt nt that
arou ed Interest, His' wrfeg ecome
one o Jeh va sWrtnesse rom fime
to time, she sent hr Ircatrons
One o tese teboo et ehcapt
my interest. Its |s srono
resurrection provr me Wit ar sense
ofcalm
rimetr 16 ear \}rrn 1943 erts oketo
Anglo-In %ncr Ia]n Te 3/ ert w
worked with us nt tr %s - Toour
amazementY]v earne tat Te asa
|tho een

Itness. A in 1% laban
VYaced onthe pu |cart1|ons of Jehova sWrt
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esses, he took us o the meetings held b
the Wrtnesses |n Delhi.. In that %maﬁ cort-

re atro enuine, warm com an
P orte |rs fime. in gp
Tsaos an older rrs ian brother
reece took me under |s wing. a
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415 Romans512 Peter 3:1
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it 3 %Otlﬁg apter 7kverse 1, of Reve-
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h S W rrsle argarn more han
three Ltat ds xac What oc
curre w en the United Nations organiza-
tlon was formeq!
Durrng the bha H It on Wrt ness Iderature

I as able 10 m rlends,
booin acartor& P e)a an |t Last?

tumegtS woul arrrvor Sa?%lge%n?regatrﬁ

tovert e
%r%gntrgleg Irterjt?rrr\em%aat fime tma? e(na B
In Our Next Issue

How Did God Inspire the Bible?

Jerusalem in Bible Times
— What Does Archaeology Reveal?

"Male and Female
He Created Them"
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When th ) I%njrteb%Alnnou cers’ Agsem-
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dat tf in soh |dor |t%rres werewe%ang Eagt Arrca I 1056, é)

ne o t ese
trangpipws%nESDatTrrnentFXt conveR lon|

[)_ EastArra untrres our Wit-

an sharina in the reaching wi ESSES, w heewere we eb24000
orthern esia. Vera and | be
i i b s o e o i
teneed was rea er.
FuIITrme Ministry in England Then, unexgef gly I recewed another
returned to En I nd rnl 6and soon invitation School this time for
an 0 assoc te W? verton a ten-mont course Lor over se s, eavrn
regation. A o]ug we ad onya Ve behrn |n ort er sra tha
en In dom ubrs sthesemademe eel eledto Ne %Were %c ol
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gregatr nasa enu Ane warm ea]rte per-  this'time Kenya ha over a hundred Wit-
on” W earned that she ared my  nesses.
desire to oneer as full-time mrn Onm return to Northern Rhodesja t
ter areca evveremarrred% X meetVra Was Suppose to avE rie
|>§e u\Bacaravan or mo me, ggv \n abrobr e]ga é [-
an the OWing year, we recerv our  rived, Bill Nishet, a Gilead graduate of the
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25th class, metmev%rthne thattherewas to be available intheir land as e(marka]ble

an ornpe?rtuenrr i t%'vrr]ra 0 Vc\r/g germrs%og We | ntéenyawere happy to help keep them
t immi ra dﬂ i san ﬁ Ano rcral banon r work in Kenya was
W min o arne ear %m 0Se cﬁt emi sronanes wer8

Pth% t.S01 neverdr

to ort ern ced to Ie veB en we had over 1,20
esia; rather, Vera ornea i h {

mern Nairobl. -~ Witnesses In Kefya, and many tese

After an rmprovrse wahili Janquage  wereatt arr ortto IVe US an Un or
course, we joined with. the small Narogi — ble send- esence prompted a
conqrecati |nthe tnrstr ometimesar-  fowtr ve erto as Wewee e bntrso
er e Tead qur Swanili se man, the house- some |nd era and | returned to En
olaer wouI exclaim, “T dont understand  and were offered an assignment there
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lexes with su thL)Jle names, as Jer Thus, a few months later._we received
b ench Interest was quick devefopeg] our new oSSl 1o the Bethel in Ac-
nd from { ese are scamg man Cra, t e Ca '[ e west A rrcan coun-
30 publi t a remar a'tﬁeetn % [ ere ne o Yas ents
me truth ad on ese ople! Feell Othrhtme aﬁeto ace wit Q 3
ttrrbal superiorjty d eaer? asf rﬁ otners there encountere car
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: l\tlﬁWKt gzdom rocIarm?rs embra?ed the brgrrr r?r?tea d%lfé dtrg Sé?r%fs(?“y of spare parts
EJueagvelrI eartnrsr?tqt t%r er)e(ﬁet?atevh | Came to | earn the importance

ome areat] tas] |oneers trene 0 et |n that our anaran

t he sen ct eh exten-  ers

og lt Was so encouragrng
sion onto his ouser teUl;am anr region to seg the cheerfu Ottrt}u e the marn
to grovrde accommodations for them. . Soon % ?theg rejected the tempration o
anew co %ge dt no Krngdomproclarmers otarn I c |t|es hrou bnberg
wasesta shed there. e It Je ?va spe ern ra etame
eral times | visited ? he[|5 nown for therr onesty a Fme 0]
the ast African country of Ethiop 8 he en 0y a qood name with many officials
were spending an.average of qver.2 hou espite material shorta ?s however,

a month In thge mrn Istry. despite imprison- ere Was mt% rosperity.
ents, eat)n S, stan[t) survem nee. lt%h H%he ang ﬁ blrgatro a
nce two oas of Ethiopian brothers were nain ractr e(Y oe An

ﬁ Asters traveled for a wee crossdng Wes%wt enu ero %o ES)rocwmers
azardous mountain passes, o attend a dis- (ha agrow %715 ét Whenwe

trrct convention Jn Kenya, Thelr resource-  arrived to OVﬁ 000N 191(] hat year
uInessrnarrangrng or Kingdom literature  my bouts with skin cancer, no doubt aggra-
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We pioneered in
England from 1947
to 1955

First time in the
ministry during a
convention in India

wmsmm
. 3

I® kingdom
i

When we were missionaries in
Northern Rhodesia
In 1985, with friends we had not
seen for 12 years

vated by vears of exposure to the sun in In-  served fpgether tLo don Bethe| up to the
dia angyA rica ?orc %I us to )eave Ghanaand  time fI ﬁgr deat in ﬁe tember 19%R at tRﬁ
return to England or regular treatment. %fartw?) |t has not been ea suc

New Circumstances in England Side Wi w comﬁa o VYn(r)stIra Oeeraso?dng %
For me our return meant a consideraple ear Imrssenerternq1 ¥a paf%
“tme Inm anrstr | Was S0 use tg ( irne ort | rec ve ¥rom our Bogt e[
?n § { ree Byb | teclr IE (\)rﬁg% nre?pr%crté amr g 50 members.

SuC

e, | el o he S the b ”n%v'terﬁ AR O %Xge”enﬁﬁ

at
Verance omr i)ro ers In dBrrl]arn T shas  zafion and to see so manw |ng
ma es%etenf %o evelo morgem- trmemrnrstryterrwa # N assure
y for the people who are “skinne ou, fhere 1§ o better way of life than this
rown about” spiritually —Matthew 9: or “Je ova will not leave his loyal
After our return from Africa, Vera and | ones.”—Psalm 37:28.
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Human Weakness Magnifies

JEHOVAH'S POWER

"Everyone thought | was this happy and vivacious full-time
minister. | was always the one to help others with their problems.
At the same time, though, | felt as if | were dying inside.
Disquieting thoughts and mental anguish were taking a toll on me.
| started to feel alienated from people. | just wanted to stay home

in bed. For months, | begged Jehovah to let me die."- Vanessa.

SIN the instance cited ab

|t IS, On e expecte
fn] erva S o Je ova
ee e effects o v %

these cntlcal times har
el WI'[H 2T|mo hy S0me ma even

be%ome nhe rtg %Ph l glanSZ g
V¥ gro onﬂ]e gcan 9
ot our Stren (ﬁ eB|b afes: gve
?us OWn Yourse |scouraﬂf In the ay
distress? Your gowgr will be scanty.
Proverhs 24:10 Ye when we are discolr-
ed We need power—perhaps even WRat
fie & osile Paul caIIe?] “Dowe beyondw at
IS normal."—2 Connt

Jehovah God Js the sourqﬁ of unI|m|t-
ed power. This is evident exa
H e his ¢ Treanon om ns 1 onsider
the sun, ?r exa art mte[]ce ts
ao\s&g? ornomeosusomeett tr\ IOP e e-
g i | th ot

ents onl abonta afofgl% e

syn’s output o enerﬂ e sun is smal
When compared Wlt stars known as super-

%lants A orn; ese 1S Rigel, a star |n'the
rion constelfation that IS 50 times arger
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tha%our sun and emits 150,000 times a5 personal problems. Indeed, so e(h(a étshlels
muc eneru Plu htvncoeasaresutoa e
The Crea or ﬂjsuch heaveanpo erhous §2Corm lans 11: 24Id27 211 0t

s,
es must himse osesan hungance of 18 event, aulw simply hav to
i pgsa?a r] endureHs “thorn mte Py

he(art-

dynamic enerﬂy

ndee tt) Phet Isatah stated that }/ 0 means, though, Wasteho%ah
Jehovah © oesh tteoutoggrowwearu essyaban oning, PAul. Rathe ?
An God |swd g%o share hiS power wit er ec

j—

t] ower-is bein J
wwo because hum n weakness, fee Weales ZCOtlnthla es, Jeno
t%e are tulng ?F Isaiah 40728, 29g Vi wod vm IWIth
Pttt o Sl 'S Suaa“ i
esson tta ht Im 1o rely gn eov s
Coping With Trials stre ngth ra ngthan h|s? ﬁ/ Pauf evident-
eul told the] orinthigns about ob y learned this lesson well, Tor some years
stacle that he had fo endure, He ca ed |t ater ewrohe to the. Phlll@ lans: “I”have
atever circumstances | am, to

%horn In fhe esh 2C0r| thi r]s earned, inw
T IS ‘thﬁrn ma hav een artaj

perng stmjatre VISIO

il n e e auasuu

c?ta? 8(htsa ostlesh andS work. (2 é

rinth mﬁ 9, 0, 12-15; Galafians 1: 95

fllgsh deatet/etrhsttre,\slggd thatﬁ atﬂ h ”Fa“é
h) agensfpt)hat It would be removed B2)60

However, J ovatmhd ni) rant Paul’s re-
ﬂueét Instead, he fola P undeserved
In nes 1S SU (CItent or corl t |
ans 12:9) What d meanb

Well, w enWe consiaer Pau spa? 0 rse
Eerse utmg Chrtsttanh it waf only by unge-

QJ('DO
—_— D

erved. K P]GSSA at ne could pavea re
thﬂShI WI 00 af all—muc essgerve as

a rﬂparthecha\t\tlg Ea eRevnen
“ 9v auI atteprrmege dlupe
;ﬁ as B Icient.” It wotld not Ee -

companied by a miraculous removal of life’s

cour e “all have sinned_and fall short 0
%Od]glt |sev ence dG smer {

the
an ns Can come In 0 a relationsni WI
o s i :
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S

ero o bout 0glans 0 en ring some
sort o? “ﬁrorun n%her[ UP? ! Isga?r

ness or a crrcumstance In life that ¢ F

nxrety If 50, take coin ort.

v?et JeHgvta | ﬁy n%t rrnrracu ortrs i

rq]oomeanée fo rtsrfaucdee Joecr(:)a aR gg You ?05

tinue t%g tr%rgg om nterests firstin Irfe.

If |IIness of ﬁdvancr rﬂ He hinders (ﬁ
rom accomsp IS mrIr as you wou
|ke|n hristian activity, oncitdsarr In-
stead of view "{Paﬁ/olu f(ra as |m|t|ng our
service to Jehovah, look upon it asan por
tunity to incre se ye\ur re |anc on

mem er too uTe a C |st|
ﬂ% % actrvrt
an ove re Mar

12? 44 Lovrn Jehovah wit }}g)urw ole

meastht ou serve Im ?the est

g/our own ty—not that of someone

else. —Matthew 22 7, Galatians 6:4, 5.

If vour “thorn in the ersP Invol esadr]

tes &cr cumstancer| ife, such as t cf
ved one, fo Iow the Bible’ feﬁ

va?rnwr(r)r[r]se ﬂq\g K%uﬁrmsa?nvﬁﬁogustam

ou. Never Wi gvt 5 ﬁ heous one
0 totter.” Psalm5 z strar}wom

nnamed viadid this. [n a span o
earss Josther uslb Ffndea{H %ta
ter(g ears of marriage drpalsonrneot

ndc }/Jne mp efrrtwere not %{ lwg'

Vla says, Iwould leye uncontro a
Btlfrng reat comr%rt In prayer. | |§/
conver%atron with J

ﬁnavrrt ?ruRnrn
ovah Ifmow e gives me the strength to

make It.
0 assur trs to know that “the
Golﬂ Icom " can give tRose who are
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The preaching work is accomplished only
by Jehovah's power

rrevrng th%ga er toed | (2 Corinthi-
ns 1:371 Thessalonians 4 rA reclatrn%
this, We can un erstand clusio
on the matter. He wrote: Ita e pleasure
In weaknesses, in Ins |P cases 0 p]eed
s o S B
— Corinthians 12: 10 P

Co ing With Imperfections
ve inherited imperfection

mour ?rrs uman aren omans b:
]h aresh e ar ttle against
t desrreso aIIen esh ow disheart-



er ing an be to discover that the traits o[ allow what humans say or do to interfere
‘t ersona |th]eamor Eo werful - with our serving etha We are fervrng
[ gn than we'had t aesr a umans. Bes]J s, ou[< ot ersmus%ovete
43 tsuc trmes we e as ovah too, 1t we'loo go%d A tem We
stle Pau w wrote ‘| really de-  soonsee that they are not ter all.”

3
[ % tP ut | be o| fr?rnql r%to he Man The Power to Preach

. Before ascending to heaven, Jesus told his
g(rjrlrnn at';QBt veetjagt/nOfS{n Xh Pes “You il receive power wher te

cIp
at |srnm me bers —Romans / 1%8 s'éétoagh%t.?oth’ gruu an Ouwmaﬁ
o i t’n arnrtr'arrétn;ft 'l S rla_anctso 1 Tt
n

Hlerrnsorﬁap\r/ge/%rneesgmggver Sete gfor True 0 Je us’ words, this work lS now

wenes no matter ho oten ave to bern out by Jenova
roacjahrm a}outm PG obIth trve 3agl‘%nesdarrn)orreJthana i ét(t)ours
cuseo his un eserve kindn ?]s Je ovah ryhe Pn Others some 1 [Lnow
wo “is makin an estr at garts” and h i ﬂ N
can see OUr SINcerity, OV ccomplisning t hSWO[ IS
wi rt/crence H same ands the King-
om reac rng jork is banned or ref(tn?

ert?W %rarb oumaegnesa o% | hon rrrh Je - Consider. to0,“who is doing the wor
vah can upg you with f\ re k {0 re- hm er?ectﬁuman? roh? qhas his of

sume the Tigrit against eshyw NeSSes, wn'share o ems and anxretres
ft ewor continues, and as.a result, in

We also need strength from Jehovah ¢

when dealing w |th ther Iceﬁtrons othth f] Jdtcéte ytar?r q\r/\%satg]ﬁJeRof PhrS 8

ers. For exdmple a fe hSthan ”‘BZ symbolized ter tign ater ap-
neakto us " h ess % with the sta r/sm 2 he % swork |s
asw rd Pr ;Thscoul cut ern %oco sstre

Lo tr o htttow i te iy

mi ht eome otrt |stur Some have m sawnnI I_ ech’h?ah or6ypower

USed suc 5€S as ustt Ication

Feawn Jehovaﬂr—t ebrg{t[r Jtmrs a eo aﬂ o{rf X?é] ﬁ%ew%ﬁ upli he{eﬂgewgﬁ%r“hws
Howevr a aanoeda tude will ﬁ eeming| a atqtrand acc P

tovrewot ers’ weaknes esrnaPror%er § ment. gﬁar ess of t ornst you

cﬁtnnot exper% er ection from ImPer-  must en ou c%n hfoaﬁs\bryriﬂ( (H]

no man that (oes Fova ?P
Ise man olomon remol }s]us e Vou showed o' his name.” (Hebrew; Ts £
;ocontrnuet? reﬁonthe urce of al

notsn 'the

gl Rings ?4€§ Arthur, an anointed Chris-

lan wﬂ oyally served Jehova&for some nnnc ener]g vaﬁ rgortthRﬁ?ngerr\tAheerc alrtr
X Pns power 1S magg

?e en Oecades, observed: “Wea nes?es n 8
ellow servants creatg for us an area o% - en perfect In our
tegrity, testing our Christian mettle. 1f we ~ weaknesses.
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QUESTIONS

“The Watchtower" of November 1, 1995,
focused on what Jesus said about “this
generation/' as we read at Matthew 24:34.
Does this mean that there is some question
about whether God's Kingdom was set up in
heaven in 19147

That discussion in The Watchtower offered
no change at all in our fundamental teaching
about 1914. Jesus set out the sign to mark his
presence in Kingdom power. We have ample
evidence that this sign has been in course of
fulfilment since 1914. The facts about wars,
famines, plagues, earthquakes, and other evi-
dences bear out that since 1914, Jesus has been
active as King of God's Kingdom. This indicates
that since then we have been in the conclusion
of the system of things.

What, then, was The Watchtower clarifying?
Well, the key was the sense in which Jesus used
the word "generation" at Matthew 24:34. That
passage reads: "Truly | say to you that this gen-
eration will by no means pass away until all
these things occur." What did Jesus mean by
"generation," both in his day and in ours?

Many scriptures confirm that Jesus did not use
"generation" with regard to some small or dis-
tinct group, meaning only the Jewish leaders or
only his loyal disciples. Rather, he used "gener-
ation" in condemning the masses of Jews who
rejected him. Happily, though, individuals could
do what the apostle Peter urged on the day
of Pentecost, repent and "get saved from this
crooked generation."— Acts 2:40.

In that statement, Peter was clearly not being
precise as to any fixed age or length of time,
nor was he tying the "generation" to any cer-
tain date. He did not say that people should get
saved from the generation that was born in the
same year Jesus was or the generation that was
born in 29 C.E. Peter was speaking about the
unbelieving Jews of that period— some perhaps
being rather young, others being older— who
had been exposed to Jesus' teaching, had seen
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FROM READERS

or heard of his miracles, and had not accepted
him as Messiah.

That evidently is how Peter understood Jesus'
use of "generation” when he and three other
apostles were with Jesus on the Mount of OlI-
ives. According to Jesus' prophetic statement,
Jews of that period— basically, Jesus' contem-
poraries— were going to experience or hear of
wars, earthquakes, famines, and other evidenc-
es that the end of the Jewish system was near.
In fact, that generation did not pass before the
end came in 70 C.E.— Matthew 24:3-14, 34.

It must be acknowledged that we have not al-
ways taken Jesus' words in that sense. There is
a tendency for imperfect humans to want to
be specific about the date when the end will
come. Recall that even the apostles sought more
specifics, asking: "Lord, are you restoring the
kingdom to lIsrael at this time?"— Acts 1:6.

With similar sincere intentions, God's servants
in modern times have tried to derive from what
Jesus said about "generation" some clear time
element calculated from 1914. For instance, one
line of reasoning has been that a generation can
be 70 or 80 years, made up of people old
enough to grasp the significance of the first
world war and other developments; thus we can
calculate more or less how near the end is.

However well-meaning such thinking was, did
it comply with the advice Jesus went on to give?
Jesus said: "Concerning that day and hour no-
body knows, neither the angels of the heavens
nor the Son, but only the Father. . . . Keep on
the watch, therefore, because you do not know
on what day your Lord is coming."— Matthew
24:36-42.

So the recent information in The Watchtower
about "this generation" did not change our un-
derstanding of what occurred in 1914. But it did
give us a clearer grasp of Jesus' use of the
term "generation," helping us to see that his
usage was no basis for calculating— counting
from 1914— how close to the end we are.
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102nd Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back, and names are listed from left to right in each row.
(1) Duffy, C.; Alexis, D.; Harff, R.; Lee, J.; Corey, V.; Nortum, |; Mora, N.; Journet, F
(2) Djupvik, L.; Singh, K.; Hart, B,; Kirkoryan, M.; Lee, S.; Rastall, S.; Zoulin, K.; Kollat, K
(3) Singh, D.; Pitteloud, J.; Pitteloud, F; Bokoch, N.; Torma, C.; Muxlow, A.; Richardson, C.; Nortum, D
(4) Harff, J.; Journet, K.; Barber, A.; Loberto, J.; Loberto, R;; Muxlow, M.; Mora, R; Hart, M.
(5) Torma, S.; Rastall, A.; Diaz, R,; Diaz, H.; Weiser, M.; Weiser, J.; Kirkoryan, G.; Zoulin, A.
(6) Alexis, R.; Barber, D.; Djupvik, H.; Duffy, C.; Kollat, |; Richardson, M.; Bokoch, S.; Corey, G.
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