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Do you
helieve In
reincarnation?

I VO YOU remember the
i
dia?” wroteyMukun%%nal oggg son, a unl-
versit stud%nt |nteUn|te States. “She
Hmﬁ emarne n a few weeks, |
i

9 you ou? ht to know.”
hIS f]o 7 After a

d|d the ﬂther ﬁhar #hts NEWS Wltg

Mukunabhal put an en

to that teenage romance hn no t#nce[)tatn

ferms years ago. Be3|e] heson een

In the States gursuing higher education or I|n Mumbaj, nd| Her robIe wasa
SiX Vears. He héen An toE \ﬁ/ eectlvevat(\!eln eart erwl
f(heérldunngt at time, and Mukundbh Farentsc not ca) 1o see the child suf-

er utte %eason “We have t0 acceg

9 ave done something In h
ﬁ%”ved’ W%? 8“%%” rewous”tlte to deserve this.” J
Qnance tne hnl

becauge thﬁ[l ng e?%og

e G
attraction between the two had been due
to tﬁelr bein partners in previous I|ve |t Ism ugdnlsm Janism, g]utlsm and other

ould he crug t0 keep th ‘Ra art no 10 or mat in India. Experienc-
vt/tey Were 0 marna eag eP% vté ﬁ f?aln ?e— om ? g O|0ve to Intense
hal just WanH aehls on aware of ring—are considere conf guenceso
t es\tuatton ore.the. girl became some- dee S Cor m|tted |na rewous Ife or lives
ong else’s wife |nth|s Ife. Many in esten an s also have a fasci-

er anoth r case. A four-vear-old  nation with the do tne 0 re|ncarnat|on
gtr? ad severa agonizing stastnahos American ctress S ”V% Eaalﬂ?

esse 10 be|eve In It ur Bé
g s St A e (o
\' |
i gt Rl ik dtt ol gl snde e &tttt ik
[] [5 310 Use sc,h nis rﬁ elnomenon more than 2 6 adu ?
e, §evervalf (Ect{oenn??ersng i [ahouRg e 955 0 o believe | Premcama* Ign. Be
WOrds Interchangeably reincarnation IS also a part of the New Age
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Is she being punished for sins
committed in a previous life?

Ht(f fment But what evidence supports this

“Memories of a previqus life!” s zi belhev
S In reincanation. Conse en
hree -year-olq Rat na in Ban o gan
ave memoneﬁ g past Tire as
gmuswomanw ied in'her f mostfo
eIVers acceﬁted her case as valid proof of
reincarnatio

S|< ’ftlusm %bounds hOWeVEr. Agd other

ations of memories ttri fo pr
VI us |ves e J)ossm[ Tn hig t)oo I-[f

uIsm: %ort e Liberatjon of
t eS |r|t H|n ug |Ioso?her(j\n llanan-
daeysthat expe[) nces after aeath cannot
onstrated by reason.’ Yet he asserts

ab?e haret ﬁ%ctrrag b?{ rebirth is more prob-

But th Bipl teachi
Ant Wha OGSQ%% ““é’p(? L s aghing?
spired Wor fG

szﬁgee pages 5-7 of the June 8, 1994, issue of

Should you believe
In reincarnation?

HE Greek philosopher Plato connect members and yearns fort ealm of forms.
Ted fallin IO|n IoveFeJ with the 1dea of Accorgln?toﬁato Fm?egq?é m(,oveéecause

reincarnation. He believed that after  they see Tn t enlf eeH orm of
the death of the body, the soul bemg| auty theyvagueyremem er and seek.

mortal, migrates o what has been cal ﬂ@lentlfylnq the Source and the Basis

the “realm of thepure forms.” Bodiless, it~ The teaching of relncarnatlon requires
remains. there for some time, contemplat-  that the soul %e Immort nam of

mg the forms, When it is later relncarnated reincaration, fhen, A%Ftrac%(?tott]os
Into another hody, the soul subconsciously re- - peoples or nations that held such a belie
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On this basis, somethf]nktha o’ ﬂrlpmated own %es‘lny T%e uIt|mﬁ %ehwever

In an(HentF %Ot ers_ho 9ot Is fo be liberateq from t rans-
e Bl r&'a o C.E%“%.B?“ 8@ i ?H"Pm%?e rea%n‘;”%.s R
Jvanceg the octr tra{]sm ﬂ{atlono Echleve b%/ strlvmq for souaILy ?cgegtab{e
esou eycou tusca|m at their  behavior and special Hindu know
re|||%|o sheﬁs weeremcarnatlonso no-  The teac m ﬁredncarnatlo thus USES
table, though long dead, ancestors. asnsforhatl nthe doct meotelmmt%r
NE T
W W
du %ages W?req (ﬁ)ﬁmg wit teumversa spire Wor(q] the B|bVe has to say regardmg
TR
Is the Soul Immortal?
ﬁCOﬂCﬁpt OE%neJ %e“‘?gé‘éwgr% for? on |t Toanswer th|s uest| n let us turn to the
etweenG S righteo sness gt% - etau esu ct—tem
0
res en caamltlsan In qH]aHes lP o ie reator In e ver f|rst
Wor f|me th el}/ ev| e lawofk 00k0 eBI ene5|f We learn.the ac-
ma, teawofca s? fect—‘whatever curate mfar}]ng of “sou er%ar?]m
aman ows, t qg erea Te Worked creatlon 0 t eflrst man, A
out a de Aalfed alanceﬁ eet"wher Iy sas e God proceede {0 ormt
ItS an ementsmone ife are rewarded o nouto dusl\ f) roun andto W
pumshed mtenex tion.” A Hi mto h!clsmnotsomealvm OTHO Inggerst%
Karm means. “action in-
Ui salg {0 [Hg\y rg?o d karma If he clg)n Cear tﬁesu IS Ot H
orms {Q s%ual and rligious norms and eis. T eh ?rew ot usem%ere for
armda e does. n(%t His action. or kar- SOU IS nglg es toccursfsome times
etermings his Tuture in each succes-  Inthe Bible, an It neve erstoase arate
sive rebirth. AI men are horn with an eth erea arto a uma but was
Fbuepnnt character, main toso et |nthan?| f §) -
repared b thelr ac ICEl — Psalm
ous ﬁ” T “SS.C'XFS VA I e ol
tra|tear1£e tem s S%l# v%gteﬁP"Congl(f
Kllost? Hey leﬁ}/ Adam a ﬁPs .Heatg.
Aman s When he sinned,
usr’] an archjtect
S.0WN faﬁ
te uilder of his TheHindu

wheel of life

THE WATCHTOWER- MAY 15, 1997 5



God's Personality and the Law of Karma

"The law of Karma," explained Mohandas K. Gandhi, "is inexorable and impossi-
ble of evasion. There is thus hardly any need for God to interfere. He laid down the
law and, as it were, retired.” Gandhi found this disturbing.

On the other hand, the resurrection promise reveals that God has a deep interest
in his creation. To bring a dead one back to life on a paradise earth, God has to
know and remember everything about that person. God indeed cares for each one
of us.— 1 Peter 5:6, 7.

God tgld him: “You %wrll return to the ]h4 20: Acts 3: ﬁ3 Revelation 163 Thus

round, for out of 1t you Were faken. For e doctrine of t m? alr%oft e soul
ust ou are and fo d fst ou wr return.” —the Ver foundatron t e-
e sis_3:19) Think of what that means Incarnation—dogs not rn anys g(vnort In

efore Goi created him from t él teScr \R/tures Without 1t, th
Adam drd not exist. After hi ?deat am gses nat, then explarnstesu rrng
returne to tthte same State 0 nonexrstetncet W See |nthe worla?
sae e teaches. tha
eat osrt fﬂb At Ecaesrastes D0 Peop Ie Suffer’)
We[ e |Ivina are ¢consclous Th eun er reason for human suffer-
that the W|f3 %e b tasg Ptne dea%L h%y n rst ectron that we all inhert
re conscious of nothing at a nert er 0 frms rou one an SIR
an more ave A sbe ause the r entere IntO ewor an eat roug
rance of t hv eée ?orﬁ;ottenAﬁ sin, and tus death spread to all men pe-
thatyotr andfrndstodo owré yourvery  cause they had all srnned Says éhe Brlfle
Eower or there |5 po work nor devising nor  (Romans 5:12 Berng born from Adam, al
rkonﬂedge nor wisaom in Sheol, the placeto  Us get sick, grow old, and dre—PsaIm 111,
which you are %orn Iip jans 2:25-27.
Thri means that t%e dead are unaqble todo  Further, the Creator’s n]exorghle moral
or fee anyt rn]gO ey no onger law states: “Do ot emrsle (500 1S 1ot one
h?u nor they remember anyt |n 0 be mocked, orw ateveramaR IS SOw-
mrst states: 0 earJtJUth/ our trust

rn thrshewr alsor P ausf ewho s
Inn es norrnt ESOP man,to  sowin wrt aview flesh will reap_cor-

0
h no savat on eongs H|s Spi hlt gg ru tion from hrsfesh gaatrans !, 83
ﬁ lgoes CK t0.his ground. tat Thus, a Eﬁromrseuous life- gle may lead t
rst hts do perish.”—Psaim em tional (listress, unw (5 dpre nancies,
eclear showsthat #the exualgtransmrtte Seases: Ant%s

soul SOESH OVE on to another Q Utll\\ tomsedngtat%g]sE%%nf)gfbﬂ%egagﬁ%?}gs%

g|es The sou that |ssrn |n —it ItSe
le,” the Brbleemphatrca tates (Eze smoking, and an equal numberon li
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Qtrces and |;
me Sclent

nsmrsmana emento e
ompare Revelation 1
lame for much ot hrs mis-
ot Immortal, however,
what you sow’ cannot be

Yes map) is to
of reaping

"Time and unforeseen
occurrence befall them all.”
— Ecclesiastes 9:11

USG { c&m

sm g states the Brble Romans b:
8ea(hf sin 1S ot carrie

Satan the De

J ratr ;

auses much
e
swould be ob ects [
ple on account of h
Asa result, the n
ften ace more problems than th

IS world some events

e Causes are not rea
he fastest runner ma stum

Ee re | ?et/r to/rce ayF(\; wr
noer,” Pep ewr

ecause of circumstance
tthelr knowled eto wo

|duaIs ma InC rt
07 “Because trme an

Ient un erstandr

occurrence befall them, all.” answers wise
King SoIomon —Ecclesrastes 9:11.
Su ermg Was mankm s lot Ion? before
Hind usag ere to ex amWL?/ exists.
e

But Is there hope of a bett And
h%t promise does the Brb? hh for tR
dead?
A Peaceful Future
The Creator has rtaromrsed that soon he
will brm? an end to the present world soci-
ety that sundfr Satan’s control. (Proverbs
2:21, 22, Daniel 2:44) A i Rhteou? ﬁ
2‘?2 ttc"“t pete’t‘*tvfarh Tt the”uh’g
| r
rer ent/vrh srck ﬁlsgra 3
Eve teaonyo death will be done
%wa with, for God wrlwrpe?uteverytear
their eyes and death will be no‘more
nerther will‘mourning nor_outcry nor pain
be anymare. The former things have passed
away."—Revelation 21
e ardin fhe nhabr ants of God's prom
ised fiew world mrst foret%Id The
rr ﬁoust emse ve wr | possess eeart
e will reside forever upon it.” (Psa
? 2 oreover themeekones ‘Wil 1 %eed
ind their exquisite de ght In the anun-
dance ofpeace —Psalm 37:1L,
Mukundbhai, mentioned in the Rrece
mlﬂﬁrtrcle haqs fallen as#ee In death with-
nowm the wondertul promises of (od.
ut mil |onsw 0 have die |thout know
ng God have the praspect of being, awak-
en In such ape ceful new world, for the
Bible romrg There Womg to(heares
urrec lon of both terr eous and the un-
rrtheous —Acts u

he Word res rrectr n"is here tran%l h
‘ﬁ from the Greg WoréJ

tera ﬁans “a stan meq again. F%s
Frrectront %mvovesar activating of the
Ife pattern of the indiviaual.
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God's Word teaches resurrection

The Crea orofheaven and earth is mﬂm%
Inwiscom. Jb12133 Jemem ermgthell
ﬁatternso ead ones IS not a problem for
im ECom are [salah 40: 26) Jehovan God
also abqunds ?Iove 1John'4:8 HenCﬁ
canél Eg ctmemo ?/nott Bum
ol] fortk theg ave (lone, butto nRg
them baf tolife on %artad|seearthW|
persona ItY they ore the

For mil ‘ons |eMukund a| arfsur
rection will mean being wit their loved
?nes again. But |magjne what it can mean
or those who are lIVing now. Take, for ex-
ample, Mukundbhar’s son, who has come to

8 THEWATCHTOWER- MAY 15, 1997

know the wonderful truth about God %nd his
ﬁurposes How comforting it 1S for him to
now that his father is ot trapped in an
al moa éendless cgcle of reglrth each Sur-
roungled by wickedness and suffering! He 1s
S|mp¥|as ee In.death, awaiting a resurrec-
t|on owthnlllil It |sforh| to conte -
Ratet e J)osm | %40 one day sh armg

|sfathe what he himself has learned from

3 Gods WI|| that “all sorts of men
should be saved and come to an ac urate
%Ied eoftruth.” ( 1T|mot|1)y (;
|5t ef] %to earnhow ou, a ngn m|
lions of others alread g oing God's will, can
live forever ona paradise earth.—John 173,



When Tesus comes in
Kingdom glory

“Some o fthose standing here . .

. Will not taste death at all untilfirst

they see the Son ofman coming in his kingdom. "—MATTHEW 16:28,

?RTLYafter Penteco t 32 CE, three
Jesus rrstsa ost B SaW @ memo-
able vision. Acco drn%tot e Inspired
%or% Jesus took

|s brother along an brou?
rnto a loft

Was ansfrgured
—Ma thew 1

mountarn g themselves,
efore them.”

Peter rﬂes angon 0
t thenthew 16:27, 28; 24:3; 25:31-32,

ther stated: “TruIy | say to rr]ou that there
are some of those standing here that wr
not ta?te death at all untrI rrst éhex seet

man coming in his Kin |

anre

12:4) The transfrquratron took place In ful-
fillment of these atter words,
AExactly what did the three apostles see?

The transflgbhraélon Vision ca e at aThe foIIowrng Is Luke’s description of the

?rr |caI time. Jesu started tot
ollowers that he was orntg to suffer an
|1e_r|n erusaem but t o s words
rcuttog Matt ew 21 23 The
vrsron stre d the fart esus’
ree apost es nlprepar tion or rs ﬁom
rng death and als ort? ﬁr {
rk an testrngt at wouldfo ow or e
Christian congr gatron anweto learn
somethi gf m the vision?. Yes ecause
what |t reshadowed actually takes place

In OUI' time,

sus told his followers: f'man s
estrned to co e In éhe %Iorh/ of h{s Father
with ﬁ | recom-
prnse each one afg%drn? tﬁ IS behavior.”

ese wards would be futfilled at “the gon
clusion of the system o thrngs " Jesus fur-

1, 2. What happened shortly after Pentecost
32 C.E., and what was the purpose of the event?
3, 4. (a) What did Jesus say six days before
the transfiguration? (b) Describe what happened
during the transfiguration.

Six da%/s before the transfr uratron Je-

event: “As [J&sus] was pra rng the apgear
ance of his face eca e different and his
(n arel became |tterrngg/ white, Also,
I'two men were conversing with h rm
who were Moses and E na hese aFR eared
with gl began talk rraga out his de-
art ret hewas es to qurIatJe
usaem Then, acou orme an ean
to overshad% Tthe art)ost es|. As th eg/

tered Into t ){ b came fe rtuI
And 3 voice came outo ecou say mg
‘This Is my Son, the one that nas been'ch
sen. Listen to him.”™—Luke 9:20-31 34, 3,

Farth Strengthened y
The agoste Peter Nad alread 3/ nti-
Ped esus as “the Christ, the rl]o tne
|vrn God gat thew 161(? ehovan’s
wor from heaven, confrrme that |dentr
frcaéron and ft e vision ? esus transf Ir?
ured was a foretaste of Christ’s coming

—_a>

5. What effect did the transfiguration have on
the apostle Peter?
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The transfiguration has strengthened the
faifh of christians past and present

in |

i
hotb artfulP ly contrived fﬁlse sto-
rles Pﬁatwea mte you with tne rﬁ)
er an presenceo our Lord Jesus Christ,

tchtower— may |5,1997

owevland lory eventuaII to

10 the wat

but it was by having become e ewrtnesses
of his magnificence. For he e erve from
God the Father honor and glory, wh enwor S
such as these were borne t0 hrm the

ma nrfrcent ory IS Is my son,
sef have agProved Yes

ov wom

these words We ear borne rom heaven
while we were with him in the h oly moun-
tain."—2 Peter 1:16-18: 1 Peter 4:17.



6Today, our faith too is streng t}ened b
what tﬁe three apostles saw. our(sev
fvents ave move on sdnce 32 CE The

I

ther. (Acts 2:79-35) A Peﬂtecost of thﬁ
ear]te ew “Israel. of God”™ was b[)ou
ort e
startin

reachin cam aign
rn Je aIem nd la rs rea rn6q
to the the eart (ﬁa fl
Actsl?AImost Immediat t] art of
Jesus” Tollowers was teste ostles
were arreste and severey beaten ecause
te refused to st%p prreac rnr% Soon Ste-
enwas murdered. Then James, E?X
tness qf the transfr uration was killed
ﬁes 1740 6876 12:1, ) Pet rang
wver survived to Serve Jehova
alt fu g or man more Years In fact, to-
ward the close of the first century CE
John recordﬁd furt]her visionar qlrmpses
Jesus4rn eaven fgory—R elation 1.

12-20; 14:1
I 71%'%‘* tghﬁt jh”'” s‘tf?r‘{%“?e%ﬁrd R
e e ol elon 40U
ther s foresha owe sr ua
Eonﬂ rsvrgron} r]t be fu
eavenly Kin dom rn 914
When Jesus, Irkeada tar, rose on th eunr
versal Scene_as a ne enthr ned K
hat was, as it were te awn of a ne a
2 Peter '1:19: Revelation 11:15: 22:16) D
esusa that ti erecom ens some accord-
to thejr behavior There (S stron
dencet at shortgtherea r,.the
nointed C

R/ resurrection o ristians B
—2 Timothy 4:8; Revelation 14:13,

6. How did events unfold after the transfigura-
tion?

7. (a) When did the transfiguration vision begin
to be fulfilled? (b) When did Jesus recompense
some according to their behavior?

8Soon th?u h, Jesus will arrive “In his
8 an all eaneswrthh " 1n or-
er Jud ge mankin asawhole Matthew
13 ﬁttattrm he will reveal him
Il his ma ni rcent Ior and rveto
e% oS t‘éét e°6”n%%” O o,
Vi r will Inherit ev
Iastrn Irfe rnpthe Kingd om re arer? teor
them, an goatlike on swr epart rn
“averlastin cuttrn of "What Tas%pen rd
?nclusron hat wr the ulfl ment
the transri h%uratron r att ew 25
ar , essalonians
34 41 46; Mark 8:38; 2 Th I

Jesus’ Glorified Com anrons
9Jesus was not alone In the transfi th
ration, Moses and Eljjah were se f
nim. Matthew 172 3 Wer they rteral
greéet for both nren on srnce
led and were aslee nt ustaw Ifing a
resurrection. (Ecc esrastes Hebrews
11:35) Wil the rfear wrth Jesus When
he comes In heavenly g ¥ because
Moses and Elrbah Irv% efo ethe heaanI
hooe Qpened umans. T eg wil
P t ofthe eartnly “res rrectron
rhteous Acts'24:15) So their agpear

arice In the ransfrgura jon vision 1S sym-
bolic. Of what?

I)In other contexts, Moses and Elj Hah are
hetrc lgures. As mediator of the Law
nant es foresha owed Jesus the
ra or of t e “new covenant. euterono

%/ ft8 18: Galati ns319 Hebrew386

jr oresh ﬂowe n the Baptist afore
Anner of he Messtah, (VEthew 17-11- -13)

8. What events will mark the culmination of the
fulfillment of the transfiguration vision?

9. Should we expect Moses and Elijah to be with
Jesus in the fulfillment of the transfiguration vi-
sion? Explain.

10. 11. Whom do Elijah and Moses picture in
different contexts?
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Further, in the conéext LReveIaHon
chapter |11, Moses and E ha foresha
the ‘anointed remnant in the time of the
end. How do we know that?

UWell, turn to Revelatron 1116 In

Verse 3 we rea1 “I will causg M
nessesto pro e(f a thousand two hup e
?u essed In sackcloth.” hrs

IXty
grophec Was.f a onthe rF nanto
nointe Chrrstrans uring Wor

Why two witnesses? Because the anornte
reminant perform works that, Ina s |r|tu
al way, are |ike those of M “oses and g

Verses Hand 6 go onto say: “If anyone wants
to harm [the two witnesses|, fire issues
orth from their mouth and evourst elr
enemies:; and I anyone spould wa tto ﬁ(m
them |n th |s m nner e must ille
These have th e]aut or()\ytos utﬂug eave

nnoransoud duri da
thelr veau nty

p esying, and the

over the watefs t turn them into bloo d
ague

re re

to strike the eart wrth every sort o
as. th%h s they wish,” THus, we
mrn edo mrr%c es oerformed b?éEI ijah and
oses umpers 16:31-3 Ings 17:1:

3
]2\/\%10 then do Moses and EIHah fore-
shadow In the context of the tra sfrgura
tign? Luke sa statte aogeare on
Su

?Itthjeesufsores adg Or%hl e

trans WNo have
een dnointed with ho p|r| as gornA

herrs wdt f)es sand Bot eret%? Ve
ewon ertul oﬁe ein Ifled to-
9et er” with him. (Romans 8:17) Resur-
ected anomnted ones will be with Jesus

* See the books “Let Your Name Be Sanctified,”
pages 313 14, and Revelatron [ts Grand Climax
At Hand!, pages 164-5, published by the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

12. In the context of the transfiguration, who
are pictured by Moses and Elijah?

12 Thewatchtower— May i5, i997

when he comes in the glory of his Fahher to
‘recompense each one accor ing to his be-
havior,"—Matthew 16:27

\Witnesses ere Moses and Eln
BThere are notab efeatures that mark
Moses d Ja as Tittin roro}n etic %
ureso esu rhorntedj erL o]
[s<es and E l]ah served as Jenhova
spokesmen for anz years. Both faced the
wrath of a ru er) atrme 0 nefd eac
Was supporte dy oreign fami ot
boda/ ophesie to kings and stood irm
gga]s gse proP hets. oseﬁ an Elrgah
Saw demanst onsci ova %‘%
er on Mountgrnar also called Horen)
co missione succe3ﬂors on the east srde
the ordarh the times of Roh
S€S wrth Joshua andErgah (wit Elrsha{
? reatestnumber T miracle oa
romt e that occurred during the
time of Jesus.*
14Doefs not aII of hat mind uso he
Israelo 7 Yes, |n ed. fJesust
farthfu fo#owers 5 r}ore an mae
drscr eso people of all enatrons baro
%R them In ameoteFat era

Son and oF tH spirit. teach ing
them to observe all thﬁt mﬁ | have com-

m]ang%(s o I al Wrth ou all

(econc usion, 0 g
tem orthings.” (Matthew 28:19, 20r)] n ole-
nstrans

drence to these W%rds anoint dC
have serve as Je 59D o esman

Ph’}éﬁ“‘)hey have tiancteE tﬂw Wrath o) ?fr Fenrs

* Exodus 2:15-22; 3:1-6; 5:2; 7:8-13; 8:18; 19:16-19;
Deuteronomy 31:23; 1 Kings 17:8-16; 18:21-40; 19:1,
2, 8-18; 2 Kings 2:1-14.

13. What features mark Moses and Elijah as fit-
ting prophetic pictures of Jesus’ anointed joint
heirs glorified with him?

14. How have the anointed served as Jehovah’s
spokesman, like Moses and Elijah?



and have witnessed to them. Jesus told his
12 apostles “You erI be hal ed before 0ov-
ermnors an kings, for mg sake, for a Wit-
ness to them and the nati n ” Matthew 10
18) His words have been ful rIIed rep eatedley
during the history of the Ch rrstran congr

gation.—Acts 25,0, 11, 12, 24-2/

Further, anointed Chrrstrans have heen
as fearless as Moses and Elija Lh In stand-
Ing for truth against religiols falsehood.
Rﬁm mber how Paul dendunced the J?
Ish false prophet Bar-Jesus and tactful-
ly but firmly exposed the falseness of the

A v R
[
ern trmes the anornted remnanthas bn]dij
xpose 0Hsten om and such Wrtnessrn
aspN qued her.—Revelation 8:
hen Moses fled the wrath of Pha-
raoh, he found refuge in the nome of a
cin -Israelite, Reuel also called J t]hro At
ater trme oses recelved valua e orga-
nrzatrona go nsel from Reue whose on
Hobah quide srae throu% tewrl
ness.* xo us 2 nr a
10:29) Have members of the Israe of G
been "helped srmrlar% by rndrvrduas who
are not anointed members of the | rae of
(007 Yes, t ey ave been supporte by the
reat crow o “other é eedp Kvor]ave
a tescene uring these last
ys eve atron g, John Isaiah
615) Foretelling the warm, Iovrng support

* See 6)ages 133- 41 rn the book Revelation— Its
Grand limax At Hand

"See the hook You May Survive Armageddon
Into God’s New World, published by the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Socrety of New York, Inc.,
pages 281-3.

15, 16. What parallels are there between the
anointed on the one hand and Moses and Elijah
on the other in the matter of their (a) fearless-
ly standing for truth? (b) receiving help from
non-lsraelites?

that these “Sheep’ would]offer his anointed
rters Jesus said tot em prophetically:

ecame v 0U gave me Somie-
thrng {0 eat: I(ﬁo thirs and ou gave m
someth %

0 récé” edme)wo taii W 0
U recel Spi
Iothed me. | fell sic ndy L}/ou ooked at/ter
BT, '”t%“sé’d aTno the e e
|¥too eoft ¢ least of thesem brg?tu
ers ou did it to me."—Matthew 25
TFurther, the |srael of God had an ex
R/? lence compara,be to. that of Err%h on
ount Horeb.* Like IrAah at the tr
8 runnrng from Queen Jezebel, the ear
ul anointe remn nt th u?htf at therr
workws onea een
so ke the had an enoo -
ter Wrt Je ovah, woh come 10 Ju
hhose organizafl ns carmrng f0 be “ e
ouse of God.” (1 Peter 4:17: Malachi 3:
i e T
g“the farthfu\ d (T screet s ave abr?d was
a[pétorrzte vera esu§ ear |yb E? -

neard acam vaore that proved tO

ne that of Jehova rvrng him more work
to do. In.the quiet Eerro of the ostwar
ted servants Jeho

Xe rf] farthful anol
ea[]d IS voice fromt epaﬂ %te
They 100 lpercerve that they ha
commrssro tof Ifill. —1 Kings 194 9-18;
Re]\ée:a i tstandi ifest
inally, have outstanding manifesta-
tions 01@1 Jyehovahs power begn channeled

+see “Let Your Name Be Sanctified,”
es 317-20.

17. How did the anointed have an experience
similar to that of Elijah on Mount Horeb?

18. How have outstanding manifestations of Je-
hovah's power been channeled through the Isra-
el of God?
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t rngh the Isr[ael of God? After Jesus’
eath, the apostes er formed many mira-
cles, ut t ese gradua Ig/ ceased. (I Corin-
thranﬁ a S, We do not seg
nac 85 1N a Jtnsrca [t e. On the other
esussa 0 his followers: “Most try-
r%/ ?]ag/ goit He that exercises faith In
¢, that oné alsowill dothe works that | do;
and he WI do works greater than these
John 14 gThrs had an rnrtral fqurIIment
sJesus ] %pes reached %oo NeWs
cen(tuP nout rnaensR 09 Emenlrereater orrlg
I V Wi
have been 8 one toda g the egnornted rem-
nant has spearhea edt grea hranr of the
good news “In all the innabited earth for a
witness to all the nations.” (Matthew 24:14
The result? The 20th century has witnesse
the rndatherrnﬁ of the greatest number of
dedrcae faithful servants of Jehovan in
|stor¥ %Revearon What
maggtl gh nt evidence of Jehovah's’ power!
Jesus’ Brothers Come in Glory

during, reat tribylation” when he

vyrote es 10 e rg;lorrfred in connec
on |thh|s XO es.and to bere%ar ﬂ
that %wrthw N er in.connection wit

tho ?exercrsed ith’ ﬂMatthew 42

T essa mans Wha ama%n]r |cenJ

gro fectt at Is for Peter, James, John, an

A) tﬁm sE’;)ke of he revelgtion of Jesus

irit-anointed Christians! The transf |
uratlon s enothened Peter’s faith, S %re g
readi 9 out 1t strenathens our fait o
and fajtifies our confi ence that Jesys er
spon ' recompense. each one accord ?
hrs behavior.” FarthfuLanornted Christians
¥vohave sdrvrve {0t hsd \WE erroon
dencecon Irmed that t ey od ;
Jesus. QOther sheep-have théir fait
strenﬂthene |nthe nowle gethath l(”
emtrolurd the e Etrswrc
sstmot gsrnoter{rorrousnew
Word Revelation n encour-
Pemen fo stand firm 10 the end! An thrﬁ
VISIQn ch us mug

%an ‘t zi\ more, as we Wi
see In the following article.

h remnant 0{ \]eSUS p| Omted 20. (a) Regarding what prospect did the trans-

brothers frnrs thelr earthly course, the
are dlorrfred with him g omans 2:6, 7
1C |nth| ns %5 H3; 1Th ssalon(ans414
17) Thus the 3/ ecomrf |mmorta mrlas]and
Er ests In t eaven King om ?
us, they will then shepﬂer tqe d)e%
wrth an’iron ro(d s? thatte P
ken to pieces |i f vessels.” (Revel atron
21; 20:4-b; sm10 6) rh eskr
he twelve
82 Groaning

t wrgsrton” one %

trines of Israel Matt ew O:

creat on has ea gfer % awaiteq th e events
Thrc afe part erevearnﬂ of the sons
God —Romans 8:19-21: 2 Thessalonians

19. When are Jesus’ anointed brothers seen with
him in glory?
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figuration strengthen Peter’s faith? (b) How does
the transfiguration strengthen Christians to-
day?

Do You Recall?

O Who appeared with Jesus in the
transfiguration?

O How was the faith of the apostles
strengthened by the transfiguration?

O When Moses and Elijah appeared
"with glory" along with Jesus in the
transfiguration, whom did they rep-
resent?

O What parallels are there between
Moses and Elijah on the one hand
and the Israel of God on the other?



Theocratic
ADI\/IINISTRATION

in the Christian era

1t Isaccording to his.qood pleasure ... togather all things together again in
the Chrtstg the th|%gs In the heavens angd the things or? thegearth &
-EPHESIANS 1.9, 10.

HIS atherm of “the thmgs inthe  vah's| udgmdents on mankind, Aust as Moses
heavens” aan in 3 When rougtt paq_uesu on ancient %t{pt
“the Israel of Goa” was bor. gGa Revélation 15:1 6212 The remna of
Iatlans 6:16; Isaiah 43:10;_1 Peter 2:9, thse apointed Christians are tod%yt e nu-
After the first century. CE., the ﬁat eripleus of the new world society of Jehovan's
g!/(\)/ edtdgwrjt as genuine Chrlstlan ed  Witnesses.
tate eﬁ,vee%j’s esé%sv%rwg;e ggearﬁrown ap?]s A Governlng Body in Action
um? féhe en Eproached thetrue lsra- . 3 From the B egmnm Jesus’ anointed
el of God came bac mtohumanwewand In foIIowers were organized ASt ne_number

919 was a Fomted over all Jesus’ eon9 OdeSCIﬁa%S nhulé qled Ié)ca Congregatlons

mgs*—M tthew 13:24-30, 36-43; 24:45-47;  WErE £ an elders werg appoint-
D2n|eI|%24 the first world tdtles acted as anA atuetrhorttatlvetcgntlra sov
uring the first world war, anointe

Chrlstlans (?rfe rrheﬂ aPowerfu orks {ust f dnﬂ] %g As such, they ook a ear ess
a5 Moges a { d done.* ?evel on t2 WI}]HGSS work t d
1155)S|nce9 ‘te alve ache %f %)Teg anize e |str|u
00d News In a hosty é)omg sown ttono ood to néedy ones, and sent
ﬂ]e courade o Ef| aﬁ g Peter and John fo Samaria to

And smceg1922 they hav proclalmed Jho Q0 reports Oéémer%%t tt(t](ﬁgePatﬁCtt(S) ?hle r?t g
tov’;?S:;ep Etlhe ﬁ%tl 1981, issue of The Watch- hgyev\;g C%%Uvrrget? ‘ 0% etrhlgforgaesr persecu
amao% AR ftlfi el rFe)Qti)(tg 2, Gﬁfdﬂans 1118, 19 Andég fer P te@ﬁ?

ese aton—w s shQwn 10 audliences In pac ed reached to Cornelius and his h lse
he Ers mughOU?ﬁwgsemWOng ﬁereturne t0 (fer safem an explalneg 0

1, 2. (a) How did the gathering of “the things Ot er \]Udean brOt ers hOW
in the heavens” proceed, starting in 33 C.E.?

(b) How have anointed Christians demonstrated 3. What events show that the early Christian
the spirit of Moses and Elijah since 1914? congregation was well organized?

the apostles an
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holy splrlt had indicated God’s will in this
case— cts 11:1-18,
came under

4Then the governing bod
Rrua attaigP ter as rlsoned and

Was save N I\Y v\y an(fe Ic Jnterven-
tion. §Acs %% 0 f? he first time,
someone other than one of the. 12 a IEostles

aﬁf%ﬁnzr%v 'Qnap%igﬂ'v%%”rtef%%s'é ?LomJSrrlls

told a grou ﬂat ere mtehouse

of the mother of J Maqr Eie fhese

tlngs tﬁ James esug alf brother] and
12:11.

the Brothers,"—A
hPreviously, after Judas Iscariof, the
traitorous apostle committed . sui de. a
need WaS”dI cerned to g|ve is office 0
ov r% ht" as an apostle to someone who
en Wdth Jesus LH hi mlglstr
alwnness IS Jeat %
urreenop] Owever, w réames the

oth-

0 sex ne re Irace

ﬁ[ as one of t S Acsl% -06: 1p212§
Rather, th next Cri Lhral reference to th

governing hody shows that It had been en-

4. What attempt was made to kill Peter, but how
was his life saved?

5. How was the makeup of the governing body
changed after the martyrdom of James?

16 The watchtower— May i5, i997

Evenwhen
longer in Jerusalem, a governing body
continued to operate there

Iar%ed When a ?IS d;e arose over whether
t|Ies Wno foI % Jesus should su mit
o the Mosaic Law, the matter was submjt-
ted for decision to “the a ostles and older
men who Were In Jerusalem.” (Acts 15:2, 6,

Whywere older men” now
eV| dently'on th overnln bodg The Bible
?esnos(a ut erewasa bvious ben-
efit ]e ath of James an Im rlse

ment of Pet rhad shown thad}t eao&t

%ht one day be imprisoned or k

SUC 8ont|ntr;enc;/< Hpre ence of oth er
qualified elders, experienced in governing
body [Procedur S, Would ensure the orderly
contl anceo oversigh

When Paul came to Jerusalem a oHt the
eaf 5% CE, he rep?rted to James and, the
b esa s a | the'0 dermen Were present.”
Acts 2 %was here ng mention ?f
postles at thls eeting? Again, the Bib

6. How did the governing body continue to func-
tion in Jerusalem, even when its original mem-
bers were no longer in that city?

itsoriginal members were no



does not say. But the hrstonaB %usebrus |at-
er reporteq that some time before b6 CE.,
“the_remaining apostles, in constant dan-
ger from murderaus plots, were driven out
% But to teach thejr message the
tr%ve Into every and in the p
Eusebius” Book I, V ZJ rue
Euse IUB wor]dsar not part of the | r]
ﬁcor é 0 harmon ze wrt
tat recor sag or exa X
eterwasrnB on—ar oerus
51 ﬁeterSlﬁ | in 5 CE. a

arll)L} L ?erusal%overnlng Eody Was

Administration in Modern Times
7From 3CE. untrltrhe t(rrbulaArononJe
rusalem, the %vernrn 00y evl enw con-
sisted of Jewish Christians. During his vis-
It |n5 C.E., Paul earne that man e 1S

t%e”fsatms “?d?r”%arff Jesues i °w'e”r%
still “zealous for t ucﬁg“(jews i %m\e/g
ﬁad drgrc%gr rmagrnrn a Gent e ont

%overnrng y In"modern times, thou h

ere hﬁs beeg anotger change in the make-

P anornted(g ntrle %rs!ttra:nsnsaSté Je[ntlreatr

Qr%rsn grzeat y glessed their oversight —Ephe-

8From the mcorporatron of the Watch
Tower Bible and T. riact Society of Pennsyl-
vania in 1884 unti 1972 the' president”of

*For ossrbe re son some Jewish Ch |s
% L
c? gocre@/ RF ¥0H< Inc. ume

7. Compared with the governing body of the
first century, what outstanding difference is
there in the makeup of the Governing Body to-
day?

8, 9. What developments have occurred in the
Governing Body in modern times?

wer f

t]he Socret exercised gr %at a thorrt in Je-
ovahso nr ation, |Ie %ernrn
was assocrateH n{)f e Socl-
Irectors. The |ngs en

unn tose ears rovet at*Jeho-
acc tat rrang ment Between
19723 1975t e Goveriing Body was en-

([] to 18 members. Things moved clos-
er 10 the first- centurg/ arranggmenh Wwhen
Preatgra thori invest Jnt IS en-
ﬁrge yrso e of whom are directors o{
the Waich ower Bible and Tract Soclety 0
Penns vania.

[t 197? a_number of theﬁe 18 indi-
tr ave Tinished t erreart Xcon]rse
ey ave conﬂuered the Wﬂ nd
E own With, Jesus on his, hea en

throne. gReveIatron 3:21) For thrs a
er reasons, th Governrn od now sten

MEMDETS, rncu In as ad drn
1994, Most are urt nce |nae H
ever, these anoint ters are |ne

support as the | terr el utres
Rgre IS th tysu port founv@X % Od(ance

modem eve ents among Go speop
answers that g estron

Support for the Israel of God

DBac n}t]884 al ost all of those asso-

C (fteﬂ Isr(a od were ano|nt-

Lstrans Gra uaIIly ever anot er
ﬁ |n 1935

rou 0 ﬁo
rou a rde tified as the “great crow?
velation chapter /. Havr an earthly
% ese represent thet s on the
earth” tnat J eovah p%oe%egto atherto

9et erinthe C (s 2 eP/

nrese twt e ot %

t]e sn]eep (tJI

ﬁS ot ersee ve oce |nt fi
va sorganrzatro ey have “come yrng
10. Who have joined the anointed in Jehovah's
service in these last days, and how was this
prophesied?
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M. G. Henschel
199

Mature anointed Christians have
been a blessing to Jehovah's people

Lust like a cloud, and like doves to their
irdhouse holes,” (Isaiah 60: 8& Because of
the | mcreatshe in the rOleatI crowd and the deh
crease In the anointed class as many fini
thelr eartth course In death, ?rerd

er sheeg ave come to play a mcreasrng
role in Christian activities.”In what ways?

18 THE WATCHTOWER- MAY 15, 1997

il eclarrn broad Jehovahs exceIIen
cres asawa eenas ecra ob qatrono
i ¥atron Palil spoke 0 |t3sa
tem fac jfice, and fo those who would be
rlest oo esus gave th com

mrssron opreac an teac (xo us

Peter 2 atthew
19 20 Hebrews 13 1516 1% vertl%el s t?he
ISSUE 0

&
%%%WWWW%

vity."In
man of such other sheep were aBLrea
aImost aI t?re preacnin zvork

oTo
|s done b eot [ Shee as nent
art of t err rent errnE acr% l
| and naht n evela
tron7f{5?15|mr q int ar art ¥
moderp nist ry of Jehovah's o le. con-
gregation elders rrs ans

stars” In t ne “gv%er%angrn} esus rIst.
Revelation 1:16, 29? X %3
| sue 0 dongatc tow rannou ced 't

oy o O g
gg ﬁp ere a%ar ab?e o{her sheern H
s g e

renrossﬁeaeil)congregatro P ers arle of t ey oﬁr

2Is 1t wrong to give such werh
?8 nsrbrlrtres lgo theg other s ee 9 I\Yo
I nisto rcal recede eorer
Prose ytes (a srdent g3 po
srae

na cren

emrigb 792 At eBab ?nran exr
qualified Ne hrnrm non Isrerte temple
Servants were |ve Yre eg of temple
service that pre ous elonged only to Le

11. What privileges, originally limited to
anointed Christians, have been given to other
sheep?

12. What Scriptural precedents are there for
qualified other sheep receiving weighty organi-
zational responsibilities?



vites. (Ezra 8:15-20; Nehemiah 7:60) In ad-
?ltreon(Moses who' as seen Qn t?te) trans-

uration vision with Jesus, .accepted the
r?e counsY f% i) %he MraranPte Jeth-
10, ater ease J rosson Hobab to

ur et emt rorlr\ﬁJ tbewr erness.—Exo-
mbers 1

Toward the end of the 40 ears rnt
wrFerness Moses, OLnowrn ) Jt% rae WOU

not&o hntothe Promised L ed that

% would rovr ea cce sor. (Num-

ers27% 1behov toI toc mrs-

ston Joshua hefore al epeopean s
d <0, even tho he was strl|
stron ot |mmedrate

rr he anornt

serve Is ae Deuter nom
Wlhvaesal rea gx% Increased
g fter s% es to qd/a ﬁeg men?rontJ among the
14Th rowrn or nrza onalr le of he
other snée ec Of proppe-
,{.echarr oretoI ﬂ nIsra te
ilistine would Ike a sheik In
Zechara 96 Sherkhs ere tri aI
chrefs 50 Zec aria a a a for-
mer ene of Israe o ttr ew
me obelr eatrr al ch
rmrse ther, w ena ressrn
45 God

Israel ehovah Ip?ltler ; trt(reaﬂa &

srca
ase t

wﬁ actual? stan n]
dloturp %dtefo ners wi
rfarmers and your vinedressers. A
Xgu e priests of Jehovah you wi
E |n|sters ofor od you wi e
sar sar,ah
ﬁ orerggr aretheohersqeeg Bse
een oate responsrb |t|sso as
tos oulder more and more work as the ag-

13. In humbly delegating responsibility to qual-

ified other sheep, whose fine spirit have the
anointed been imitating?

14. What prophecies point to the growing orga-

nizational role of the other sheep?

The “strangers”

Ing anointed remnant frnrsh therlr earthly
cog}rwrse angd qo o serve d]m et sense
as heaven X g estso% ovan,” surround-
o e
eve?atron 41? 0-11: g

“The Generation ... to Come”
]5Tea orn ed remnant has Heen ea er
E rarnot or rncrease res?
I1t1es. Psam 71 8saey d“
edn ss 0 no
e out your arm

ae and gray: |nea
ave me, unti
those_wo are 1o

0 rt]he g?enetratronrt Entn o ar
g op TS e égoécgﬁ?be )
tc tower pol t%%outt he con
geagr r% (of?nor tea rrr]strannsOS rgaH%y
nocrnt dqn FE?? llooﬁgorward |ar¥ tn hgrht
1e ane
tron 0" whom gar |cu aryrst re er-

f eW tc wer sard “Jesus spoke
Pﬂtem asnrs ot er eep evcaen rvs

tro to come’re erst ans,wh
un e t enew ear |nstrat|on 0ov-
er%Th BteKdrn t eavens
€ Biple dpes no Whe
anol te]d Ctr)trrstrans er ea et%r% Ot?t
rso eeratron ocome and go onto
orr le onﬁ; wit esos Christ. But
ee norH 0nes are con
Pme
oreto

[ tNIs 1S, approac Idenﬁ)e S‘tetdg
el 0& Jes Pepat ro&ﬂg%m out ‘the
srnce 19 owrng a estr ctr
sy t”%?tz

e]hovahwr errnanew 4Zd% |crn

the generation to come” wi rnherrt the

15. In this time of the end, which group of
Christians have reached “old age,” and which
group represent “the generation ... to come”?

16. Towhat blessings do those of ‘the generation
to come’ eagerly look forward?
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hd?r%‘ t“h% faroln “tt BreRareR
They are thr 0 antic ate
t “ﬁft?t? o e fttr%” A Tk
Patrrgn 201% eﬁ anosrnted onesB there
{0 weJcome c tese resurrecte 0nes?
Bacr 31 t\/la?/ atc owersrd
ou not trarr y what
will or will not % eare
that th e so t e
egorr

{0 thec ne usro
%:h I janornte Chrrstran
le eancrent

e re urrection. 0

Bh ointed ang to we
ackt ereerrected ongs t % ee&
1989, Watc “This

be necessary.™

0me
tOWGI’ Sal

en 'ﬂ the case of each anointed Christian.
ut the presence of Moses and Elijan WI

6 38e1e Do %trcqgo%t) AUBUS oo 1990, pag-

17. What wonderful privileges will the anoint-

ed, as a group, share with the enthroned King,
Jesus Christ?

Can You Explain?

O How did God's organization move
forward in the first century?

O How has the Governing Body devel-
oped in the modern history of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses?

O What Scriptures authorize the giv-
ing of authority to the other sheep in
Jehovah's organization?

O How have "the things in the heav-
ens" and "the things on the earth”
been gathered together in the
Christ?
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th
w i wsia ithful pre-Christian witness-
1 |m| tcvou t%srn W éersoge of

7. Trué, we do not know WgrtWtII hap- Chrjst.”

Jesus in the tran éfrguratron vr%on Indicates
that resurrecte nointed rrsHans are
exp ecte to be with Jesus when he comes
|n gow recompen e eac one accord-
ehavior’ as gment IS ren-
executed. Furt er eremem
rJesus promr h]at anornt Chrrs lans
ocon uer’ wr share im mseg
er |n%t e nations wrt an Iron, ro
Arma \When Jesus comes in v%
the || sr th Im I{Ud ing t he
tribes of Israel. Jasus, th ez/
crush Satan un ert e, eet— fthe
9:19:28: Revelation 2:26, 2 t6
14 16 ﬁoma s 16:20: Genesrs 315 Psa
29 2T essa onransi

In ee ing. wrth hrs admrnrstratron of

ary,
elr\ye

thrns Je h.1S progressively. movi
“toa her aj mgsptoiet er aﬁyhmﬂ Rg
As far as te Ings | eav-

ens” are concernd Fur o?ea roach-
af completion, T nrt nr%r wit
the %44000 |n eave or e mar-
rraw e Lamb” |snegr Hence, mﬁreand
er Saegngtrmeergature g teh%r?nmcst oenOthh
eart ha Rtﬁ J]e{eg(fatedtont r%wer
ler responsr Hities ‘I suploort of their
irnornted brot erﬁ What exc w&tr eswe
Ive In! How thri |n(]r osee
Eose movrng on to ts fulfi]lment! (
lans 1 ﬁl evelation 141 19
9{)An 'how the ofher eepreorcetosu
E ttherraﬂornted rothers as oth grou
ﬁ toetergs one (h unde
erd” Jn subjectjon toteKrng, esus
hrisf, and tq the gkowo th 8 gréat
versa!] Foverer n, Jehovah God!l=John 10
16; Philippians 29-1

18. (a) What is the situation as regards ‘the
gathering of the things in the heavens together
in the Christ’? (b) What can we say about ‘the
gathering of the things on the earth together in
the Christ’?



HONESTY

By chance
or by choice?

"THOUGH | am not naturally honest, | am
so sometimes by chance." So says the rogue
Autolycus in The Winter's Tale by William
Shakespeare. This illustrates a basic human
weakness— our inclination toward wrongdo-
ing, which results from a ‘'treacherous heart.'
(Jeremiah 17:9; Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12)
But does this mean that we have no choice
in the matter? Is virtuous behavior simply a
matter of chance? By no means!

Before the sons of Israel entered the Prom-
ised Land, Moses spoke to them while they
were encamped on the plains of Moab. He
placed before them two clear choices. They
could obey God's commandments and re-
ceive his blessing or reject them and reap the
bitter fruitage of sin. (Deuteronomy 30:15-
20) The choice was theirs.

As free moral agents, we too have a
choice. No one-— including God- forces us
to do good or to do bad. However, some
may rightly ask, 'If our hearts are inclined to-
ward badness, how can we practice what is
good?' Well, a dentist carefully inspects the
teeth in order to detect erosion or decay be-
fore it progresses too far. Similarly, we need
to probe our figurative heart in search of
weaknesses and moral decay. Why? Because
"out of the heart come wicked reasonings,
murders, adulteries, fornications, thieveries,
false testimonies, blasphemies," said Jesus.
— Matthew 15:18-20.

As in David’'s case, prayer to Jehovah can
help us to do good

To preserve a tooth, a dentist must thor-
oughly root out any decay that is found.
Likewise, decisive action is needed to purge
"wicked reasonings" and wrong desires from
the heart. By reading and reflecting on God's
Word, the Bible, not only do we come to
know our Creator's ways but we also learn
to do what is right.— Isaiah 48:17.

Israel's King David availed himself of a fur-
ther necessary help in the fight to do what is
right. He prayed: "Create in me even a pure
heart, O God, and put within me a new spir-
it, a steadfast one." (Psalm 51:10) Yes, by
prayerfully relying on Jehovah God, we too
can overcome our inclination to do what is
bad and cultivate a "new spirit" to do good.
In this way, we will not leave honesty to
chance. It will be a matter of choice.
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MAGINE that you were to have the fol-
lowing experiénces: All our material
iFossessrons are wrFed out, eavrng ou

estitute. Your children—the
vou moral su%nort Your health has [ite
coIIapsed very day is an agonizing or-

If that came to be your lot in life, could
you find a reason to’ keep on living? O
Wwould you succumb to despair?

The "sad plight gust described was  the
true-life experience of Job, a manwho lived
In Bible times. gJob chapters 1, 2) Atavery
Iowpornt Jop lamented. “M)( S0l certarnly
feels a loathing toward my Tife.” He would
have welcomed death as arelief, (Job 10:1;
Linsple B TONMETI A, ¢

Wev Infained his Integri
God. Jehovah thereflore “blessed thg r%l dof

ob afterward. more than js begrnnrng
He thus died in peace, oId and" satisfied
with days."—Joh 42:12, 1

J?b set an examplﬁ in ndurance that is

ccar ed down tlot IS cay. His trdals [e-
Ined his personality and motivated others
to qood works, gJame5510 11) Mostim or
tant of all, Job’ flawlessrnte r|t2v7mad
hovah's heart rejoice. (Proverbs ort
was that a nig tmareo on eve tuag
ec%meatremen ous triumph %gér dlines
aith, and rnter]rrrt that brou gt essrng
0 Job and to alf those who have been movid
by his example.
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gO OUF
fe—are no more. Your Sg %ser Otfq Ing ee Ere |

Hope Desprte Various Trials
You may suffe trrals frmrlar to those e
errenced hy Job. ossrf a love one
a ave |gft you emotronal devastated.
Ines ?ve mae our exrs
cea ain ulo?]ea Your whol vvaly
eem to ave drsrnte rated M a
earrW rea |vorce Economlic reverses
may nav et ou destitute. YouRr Zrb th e
object 0 vrcro Eersecutron at
a/oserso true srp trl
ith your trials m have eft u ee
that vour future | rs opeless. —1 Peter 1

ST o
rrn ecause ouarelrvrn maworldthat
IS yrn In_thé power of tfe wicked on
Satant e DevrI 1John519 As a result,
rvh su fers, In some way all of us are
%e ed ! the Devil- |ns Iurﬁ?ovrerlrtrewor

the Kin 53
of ogwerg or the 1o rgendous acts of 3ngod%/
conduct that 3¢ S0 comon In these “cri

Ical times."—2 |mot%/
as occurred} our

If somethrng?]trarg!)een A vrci our

life W ave | ?
and Unforeseen occurr n%e Ecclesiastes
911 On the otrber hand, t sometimes

0 wrong In 1Ime ecause Or} our. OWn 1n-
el T 0 2

XOH Eougrg sprrr%ual f éo ?r\r/)% rgiertrteat
een anandon AX Psalm
03 ]]01 ore tha

James 5:13- 15?
one else, ne cares for us. (L Peter 5:6, 7) You



Be likeJob.

can be confident that “Jehovah Is near to
those that are broken, at heart; and those
Who re crushed in spirit he SAVES. %Psalm

No matter how tra IC Or Sever your
trjal ‘ma eova an give éou the

wisdom fo B \Ar]rth It SJa esl gA|
wasremem er t at Jehovah can I
wolinds. When you have his favor, nothrn%
can prevent you from garnrng the prize 0
|ife. —Romaris 8:38, 3

Never lose hope

Can Anythrng Good Come From Trials?

T‘rere s anold sEyrnP “Every cloud hag
a sllver mrng That Is a s Ie Way of
sayrncg tha atte how ba gf] et,
%u anaw areﬁon 0r” nape.
gurpose rnd everrx writfen'in
ordr ave hope.
Romans 154 No matt w severe our
Ir&htt omises an rrncrpea I the
ecan gyou renewed joy'and hope.
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Trust in Jehovah with all your heart

iptures show that “tribulation Is

tau%ht you that lesson and yo %
have made needed changes, It
Wt 1 the pas, of
at if, in the others
found it hard to deal h you be-
cause you had d|ff|cult¥ncontrol
ling your spirit? This ay even
have “caused Yoy some dstress
In connection"with your healtn.
Proverbs 14:29, 30) Now; how-
ver, the situation may be much
better because you are relying on
God’s spirtt 10 helo 0U exercise
self- control —Galatidns 5:22, 23,
lee ot ers, gou possibly at one
time | ac ked thé compassion to be
merC| ul toward tnose who err.
But if Kou yourself fe Into a
S|tuat| where yod< eta reat
need for mercy,” likely you are
now more |ncI|ned to be meruful
toward others. The heartwarm-
Ing sympathy concern, and mer-

ou were Shown have made you. realize
ou should d|spIay similar dualities to-

and light” when compared to
the eterna blessm s set before those who
Corinthians 4:16-18) The Bi-

ble aIso indlicates that godly qu Iltles de

rep entant wrongdoers. If your pain
d you to correct these weaknesses

|n your personality, this is one benefit you
have drawn from your experience. You have
leamed that “mercy exults tnum’o ant| 5/
over judgment."—James 2:13; Matthew 5

at If discipline by the Christian con-
regation has cost you cherished an|

loped amid trials are of far greater val-
an fame or material weafth. (
2:15-17) Thus, even suffenn
good purpose. (Hebrews, 5:8

What |s Iearned dunng

Can serve a

Adlfflcult tr|aI ma mak you more meI 0 des air. Discl

and the respect ﬂtrhaerrs ath?on h d

to keep the congregaPlon Iean but |ts

Youmay admit tfat in the
a personahy trait th

a causd Ir tat|on
to ot ers and even hin

d your splntu
S It Was overcon idence.

?ﬁtew\?vsr (l)rrt]%f (dgleerthe srﬁmtga restorgtlon
|ne Seems

dmitte ISCI-
or the present 10 ejoyous

ut grievous; yet afterward, to those who

have been trained by it it yields

eaceable

fruit, namely, righteousniess. ?Hebrews

you need others Ify urtnal has
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12 11? Thqugh disci J)hne can be a devastat
blow, 1t does nat leave the humb
Pr]tant ﬁerson ithout ho ncient
aesKrg avi wsseveel ISCI neg
for wron orng ut ewasr entatan
eventually received si)ecra commendation
as a man of outstand % faith,—2 Samuel
-12: Psalm 32:5; Hebrews 11:32-34.
Atrial ¢ o(uld have a dprofound effect on
your outoo In the our attentron
have centered o mat rra listic goals
an achievements that brought yo vh ecoo-
nition an soora status In this wor -
naps a trial associated with a financial re-
verse or material losses has focused your
thoughts on more important thrng S om-
Eare hilip ransllO Now you realize that
prrrhualvlues and ﬂ % sacred servrcg
Fret e onl thrngst at bring true joy an
asting satisfacti

Trust in Jehovah
Rendering sacred service to Jehovah may
resuIt rn ersecutron and suffering at the
an so osewooggose our Christian
eres You may feel downtrodden because
of this trial, d can come from It.
T IS test ma sitre %t en Iyourtarth More
over, others ‘surteri ecution maz
encoura ed and strenEq enedb obs rving
¥our perfeverance %]wrtnesses of 8/ u
rne conauct mag otivated to %I rrg
Even your POSers may get ashame
and acknowledge your good worksi—1 Pe-
terT 2:12: % 153 h :
0 avoid despair when persecu
need to tr1ust r ehova Elrs Worg sh ws
that_ relief from a trial is sure to come
Et it may not arrive as soon s you would
e. In.the meantjme, “do not give up In
dorn rr ht 2Thessa|onrans 133 B
sear S an

ays t0 cope with trial
0 endur Even \ulhen th h)gs |ook hopeless,

“throw your burden upon Jehovah him-
self, and'he himself will sustain r(ou Never
will he allow the rrghteous one o totter.”
( salm Rather than rmmersrng your-
self in seIf ity, think about how Iessed
you are {0 know Jehovah to have a rﬁace
among his people, and to possess the hope
of endless life.—John 3:16; 3
Keep your mind focused on the essen-
trals o to Jehovah every day In prayer,
ask rn7g for strength to endure, (Philippians
6, 7, 13) Dismiss anﬁ thought of retalrat
ing against those ca srng our sy ferrng
| éave'matters in Jehovah’s hands. (Romans
12:19) Keep looking for ways to refine your
personalrty cultivating Christian qualities.
;2 Peter 1:5-8) Appreciate everythrnrrr done
or. oub others Including the" elders who
ovrng ucare for your spiritual needs, (He-
brew 3717 Bé faithfu] to God, and Keep
your eye on tf e rize of life, confident that
not even death can rob you of it.—John 5

tf you are now experiencing. great sad-
ness or severe trials, “trust’in Jehovah
Wrthtal our heart "and abundgnht joy will
eventually replace your grief and hardshi
) eplace your it endarcin

Proverb n) rsen{
Ve Wa to hauo%rness Whe blesses
you as ob. Present- da sufferrng
donotamounttoa gthrn g wWhén compargd
With }/our reward. g ompare Romans
Your rthfuI endurance can encoura e ot
ers and R ou to cultivate the eautr
ful Christian qualities that come wrth “the
it ersonar y Eg s]ans 3, 24 Oo
ossr ns3 0, then drawcoura 0e
romt aostIe eterswrseavrce Let
tose oare su fering In harmgny with
the will of God keep on”commending their
souls to a farthful Creator while they are
doing good."—1 Peter 4:19.
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BEWARE
of Imputing
Wrong Motives

AP OMINENT television. evahgelr?t]

sue as?at Ing denunciation 0
reacher or committing a uter rt ma
ear, however, t eacc srng evag elist was

caught with a prostitute.

In another. case, a leadin worId oyver
sent out mrssarres to rin war a}c
tions to the peace table rt rtms

i enatr overtI drspatc
de ffto orer aronstoped rI onS

ollars wort wea NS,
Since blatant h pocr has become so
that skepticism

om on, is rt won
dtr st? For man)é ues
ecome

as drs
ronrné]g tWe m%trves of others has
second nature.

AsC rstrans e must be careful notto
owsu attit] fs[oa ect our reatro
farth el evers Thou

Jes sC rttur ed ustohe" cautro]us(as
ﬁwhrea ria our enemies not
Y at we should e sus rcrouso rstrue
ollo argMatt ew 10:14 R 0, then, what
are the a ers.of Imput wrong motrves
{0 thers tl what areas swePe espe
clally care to avoid such an Inc rratrn

Aty o e it e

A Lesson From the Past
ImButrn wrong motives to others (wrth
o]ut rrt stcuse hs tantamount o u g
t t 15 as though we are ju

How doyou view others
who faithfully worship God?

the conclus on tPat their words or deeds are
mereXdasu terfuge hrnqsomethrnlg F
iausa malicious. Otten the real proble
Ies 1 a mistaken view of matgers, as can be
seen from thf Bible account found In Josh-
uaTcha erIt had ted

e Israelites had completed their con-
uesto e Prom ed d)n d'h d Just
cerve eir tripa terrrt rreﬂ The ribes

Reuben an Ga and the nalf tribe of
Manasse uilt an alta reat In cons iC-
uousness the Joraa rver The other
trib es wrong| assume that ths was an
to aost twass pose tatte
ree tr ere. qoin ue hrs ﬂrea
structure or sacrifice [e
thetent meetr In hr he
terdl egc%]a#ewéors atr%tngn gr tmrIrtarUSIa
tlon.—Joshua 2 %péb y
To their ﬁredr the 00 mugtcated With
their Israe rte rothers (){ rsgatc

Krictl delegation head w
e eagon et Y e



Hess reﬁellron ang o?ta dy qar st Je-
ova tesupPose ly ofren n% rIDes ex-
Rarﬁed %herr eason” for this %e a%ar
ather than being. an altar for Sacrifice
It was to “he a witness” t] 0 the unity of
the tribes of Isragl In wors |prnﬁ Jehovah,
I§|Joshua 22:26 221 The delegatio returned
ome sat fled th tnothrnrq a5 amiss wr\
merr rothers. Thusagrvr war and terrible
oodshed were averte

What a lesson for us never to be &rrck
IR oo O
r 0 sep atron IS found to be entrrel rcirffer
entu on closer texamrnatron This 1§ true In
many aspects of the life of a Christian.

| d(%urVrewﬂofthe EIderBIt )
n discharging their respansihility “to
shepherd the %ong reg atron 0 GodI "at t/mes
elaers find It necessary to counsel various

individyals in the con regatron FActs 30
28 Forrnstance how d VY react I an elder
Spea sL HS about our children on such mat
ters as pad assocl tron or rmpropercon duct
Wit someoneo t eo é) site sex? owe as-
sumet at he has a h otrve n sa
oours Ives Hern}/ our mryv
nfealowsuct\ eelin sto rn |uenceus e
? sorr ater, hes inu IweJare
L1 drnmam r] OPart”
soudapJ%r%crate elpful "Scriptural coun-

When a\ o{nigregatron elder counsels us,
let FS not r Some velled motive. Rath
er, et us ask urse ve? If the]re IS | o %
that wecn ene |E rom his Bible-base

wrote: Tre

counsel, The apostle Pa
no Qrscrplrne se%ms for tHe present to

Trust and respect make Jehovah'’s
Witnesses one happy family
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(kR atrr.r;rrrdepr@ae
grews 1UI11 g@%yusf) e eSSdt |n?<

ate
mat%ers OVEY 0 ¢ectrve

emem ber that It
IS0 teir as_harq for the elders to gIve us
counsel as it Is

or us to receive it.
FeeIrr\r/?s About Parents
tro\r/r\éhen faecedOu r:th cee(rt In r$fuaersetrlréal restrrg
trves ofowa MspSo e ouqr nrr
Y arents ma e som
es7Jh mus not want me t enAoy ITe.
Instea drawrn sucgaconcfusr oW-
ever, R/ognger one need to analyze the sit-
Uatio ectively.

e e
ce materia lX la hherwrse there aérg/
clu arg now

reason tg a
rmrne t maf he Ife of their teenage
children miserable? Is 1t not more reason-
able to think that love Pérvates these p?
ents ;)o rotect their chi en and care Tor
ould not the same love he prompt-
R the]m to place certarn restr trons on
f r I|dren, Wno now Tace new.c %ea
Ln ife? How unkind an ungratefu |tw

e to |m8ute wrongl motives to loving par-

entsl—Ephesians

In Our Next Issue
Jehovah
— A God Who Reveals Secrets
Jehovah Acts in Loyalty

Human Weakness
Magnifies Jehovah's Power
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Our Attrtude Toward FeIIow Christians
tend t f r e others and stergo-
%ﬁtem What ourselves have had
D
?P uence B tlhe worlg mtprt]hrs reg a]rd
r example, suppose that one of qur spir
rtua? brothej s ha %?rne ﬁome ang an, pe>i
Pensrvea tomobile. Should we atitoma Ica
concu e that he Is.a materi |stwors
tnoué Krng om nterests rr?r in Iife?
% e ag eabIe to afford Tine
uttatd s not mean that the
motives or are not “see IBH Irst
S mtua? actrvrtrer;ey eTr@(oug | dZ/rn err
HEneroudl ang et

aterra assestopo ote K %v
eﬁ . per Lapg In an'unobtrusive —Mat

The frrs -centyr nghrrstran congregatron
1

made ople of all types—icn
1 ok (;cts d oels nloT%tv Iuat3e 4eg
(eonnhe hasls o therrfrnancra Handl?ng

Prove art rd IW?eIYVW SbgllrjeverosVe %o

nglnom(r) a cor Ing to a biased leaning.”
In this World thgt lies in Satan’s pow-
er stereotypin a susprcron take va oua
or S Forexa eag soirmay e Viewe
ein vrolent OL terra stic shmpY

cause his bac %rofu Christians,
how Ver, We must not fall vrctrm fosuch at-

S

[
tra‘\ns ee {0, Imitate Jﬁhovah (Lalod Wit

is no LInrighteousness or par-
tra |ty — (%hron?cr]es [, Acts 10:34, gS

Be Motivated by Love

The Scripjures plainly say that “gll haye
?rnned anér ]I“” sh%rtlo tﬁy [or of God,”

Romans 36380 WE Need ToViAw out el



low Worshlpers 85 those aqlted With US_in

ﬁg\l/\éﬁw q fto er gsgraﬂ V%; e Sevice to Je-

é susplmop Qr other
ne%?tlve eelings to a ect our relationsni
asplrlttia g

roth GTOFSIStﬁr let us, g
(God's e

?Hwbat such an attlu
sot atw not gre to }S]atan h
JN 3) He convinced Eve that Jdeh
a otIves, was n tc?gcern %out
erwe eﬁ [L as withholding freedoms
N aine wion mpopve%t%n%slﬁ
brotﬂers servé%s ends. g2Cor|nt lans 2.
* 1 Peter 5:8.
|f we find that we have a tendenc to |w
gute ron? MOtIves ho others, considey the
xamﬁe o Jesus C |t Event q
as t perfect Son% he di no 00
or ba élves H 1S %’sclples Instead,
}l]esu(i ooked for t In them, Wher}
IS disciples were vy g for a position o

Rro inence, he (did no(lj assrme %hat the%
%?gsvrrat‘i?:@oste%tlvesa %g em wit

N nilueerl{ég |n
o? da-

ger ect, they ma fl

ome way by the cuture Pstate JuI

Ism, with Its_em a3|soEP nd class

|st|nct|or}s Jei*, knew that the hasic mo-

tlvatl N o, i owerﬁ a5 Iovg or Jehp-
ordlsBI yh such love aP or St(!

_%\A((t Jesus, they were greatly rewarde

at things through a distorted lens.
Wou|d“appear s If rea Let

u thergfore loo the len I
ere IS plenty of evidénce that lo aI fe
Christians Tove us n eserveo rkind
con3| eration. (1 Corin d; lans 13:4-8) So maa/

we show them Tove and beware of imputin
Wrong motives.

|ow bmﬁe\\/,g%esutsogllctngtl}sle%t1 ?Hsr v{/%ﬁm §e Ilﬁe

‘They Abide by Their Religious Training'

A WOMAN from Miami, Florida, U.S.A.,
sent the following letter to a local newspa-
per: "On Dec. 10 my son's wallet was picked
out of his pocket at a flea market. It con-
tained his driver's license, Social Security
card, etc., as well as $260.

"After reporting the loss to the manager,
he came home. In the early evening he had a
call from a Spanish-speaking lady who, with
a [telephone] operator acting as interpreter,
told him that she had found his wallet.

"She gave him her address. . . . She gave
him the wallet, which was intact, including
the $260.

"She had seen the thief lift his wallet and
yelled. The thief dropped the wallet and ran.
By that time my son had disappeared from

her view, so she took the wallet home and
called.

"She and her family are Jehovah's Witnesses.
They evidently abide by their religious training."

Jehovah's Witnesses do not display hones-
ty in order to receive praise from men. (Ephe-
sians 6:7) Rather, they earnestly desire to
bring praise to their heavenly Father, Jeho-
vah. (1 Corinthians 10:31) Their love for God
and for neighbor impels them to proclaim the
"good news" about God's Kingdom. (Mat-
thew 24:14) By means of the Kingdom, God
promises to transform the earth into a beau-
tiful paradise. Then the earth will be a place
not only of physical beauty but also of moral
excellence where honesty will prevail forever.
— Hebrews 13:18; 2 Peter 3:13.
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EFPAPHRAS

“A Faithful Minister ofthe

HO founded the Christian con-

gregations in Corinth, Ephe-

Sus, and Philippi? Perhaps you
would have no hesitation in_answering:
Paul, the “apostle to the nations.” (Ro-
mans 11:13) You would be ngiht.
. However, who establisheq the conﬁrega-
tions In Colossae, Hierapolis, and [aodi-
cea? Although we cannot be sure, it may
have heen a man named Epaphras. At any
rate, perhaps you would like to know some-
thing more atjout this evangelizer, since he
IS called “a faithful minister of the Christ,
—(Colossians 1.7.

Evan%ellzer of the. Lycus Valley
The name Epaphras is an abbreviation
of Epaphrogitus. But Epaphras is not to
be contused with the Epaphroditus from
Philippi. Epaphras was from. Colossae, one
of the three centers of Christian congr_e-
ations In the Lycus River vaIIeY, In Asia

inor. Colossae was situated just 11 miles
from Laodicea and 12 miles ffom Hierapo-
lis,_in the ancient region of Phrygia.

The Bible does not explicitly”say how
the good news of God’s Kingdom reached
Phrygia. However, Phrygians were present
In Jerusalem on the ady of Pentecost in
33 CE., perhaps some of them being from
Colossae. gﬁct,s 2.1, % 10) During "Paul’s
Epnesian ministry (about 52-55 CE.), the
witness given in that area was so vigorous
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and effective that not only the Ephesians
but also “all those inhabiting the district of
Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews
and Greeks.” (Acts 19:10) It would seem
that Paul had not preached the good news
throyghout the Lycus Valley, since many
who became Christians in that region had
never seen him.—Colossians 2:1.

According to Paul, the one who taught
the Colossians about “the undeserved kind-
ness of God in truth” was Epaphras, The
fact that Paul calls this coworker “a faith-
ful minister of the Christ on qur hehalf
shows that Epaphras was an active evange-
lizer In the area,—Colossians 1.6, 7.

Both the apostle Paul and the evangeliz-
er Ef)aphras had grea concern for the spir-
itual welfare of“their fellow believers in
the Lycus Valley. As the “apostle to the na-
tions,” Paul must have rejoiced to receive
news of their progress. It was from none
other than Epaphras that Paul heard about
the_spiritual condition of the Colossians.
—Colossians 1:4, 8.

Epaphras’ Report _
The Colossians faced problems serious
enough to persuade Epaphras to make
the 10ng (!our_ney to Rome for the specific
Burpose fdlsc_ussmtg these matters with
aul. The detailed report made be/ Epa-
phras was evidently what moved Paul to
Write two letters td those brothers other-



wise unknown to him. One was the letter
to the Colossians. The other letter, which
apparently has not been preserved, was
sent to the Laodiceans. %olossrans 416
It IS reasonable to think that the contents
of those letters were intended to respond
to the needs of those Christians as per-
ceived b Epaﬁhras What necessities did
he see? And what does this tell us about his
personalrtY

The letter to the Colossians seems to
indicate that Epaphras was worried that
Christians In, Colossae were endangered
Y pagan Phrlosophres Involving asceti-
cism, ‘Spiritism, and idolatrous Superst-
tign. Moreover the Jewish teaching of ab-
stinence from' foods, and the obsBrvance
of certarn da)As may have influenced some
gtgmg ers of the congregation.—Colossians

The fact that Paul writes about these
subjects shows us how alert and sensifive
Eﬁaphras was to the needs of his fellow
Christians, He showed loving concern for
their spiritual welfare, being conscious, of
the dangers of the environment In which
they livéd. Epaphras sought Paul’s counsel,
and this reveals that he was humble. May-
be he felt the need to receive advice from
someone With more experience. In any case,
Epaphras acted wisely.—Proverbs 15:22.

A Man Who Valued Prayer
In the canclusion of the letter he sent to
the CoIo%sran Christians, Paul says; “Epa-
hras, who Is from among you, 4 slave”of
hrist Jesus, sends ?/ou fls oreetrn s, al-
Ways exertrn[thmsefrn your behalfin his

rdyers 0 inally stand com-
B eandi wrth turm onvrctr%n rnaIthe
erI of God. | Indeed

bear him witness that
he puts himself to great effort in behalt of

you and of those at Laodicea and of those
at Hierapolis."—Colossians 4:12.13,

Yes, even while he was Paul “fellow
captrve” in Rome, Epaphras was think-

g about his beIoved brothers |n Colos-

Lao icea, and Hierapolis. and praK
P for them Ehrlemon 3) Literally, e
gﬁ; hem In I_Pra er. Accord mE
o stfola D ‘Edmong lelert, the Gree
term used here denotes “a strenuous and
costly activity,” something similar to
the mental “agony” experienced by Jesus
Christ as he Era ed in the garden of Geth-
semane Luke "22:44). Epdphras earnest
desired that his sprrrtual brothers and
srsters attarn stabrlr and full Christian
maturity. What a blessing for the congre-
gations such a sprrrtuaIIy -minded brother
must have been!

Since Epaphras was called a “beloved fel-
low slave,” there can lfe no_doubt that he
endeared himself to fellow Christians. (Co
lossians 1:7) When circumstances allow, all
members of the congreﬁatron should give
ot) trheen;selves freeert gvrt warmth an]dto ge

X | r
srstrnq rﬂe sick, the ei]deﬂ %Yterswrt
specidl needs. There may e different re-
s onsibilities to care for in the congrega-
tjon, or It may be possible to contribUte™to
theacratic butlding projects.

Prayrn? for others, as Epaphras did, is
a form o sacred service that all can per-
form. prayers may include expres-
srons]of con(t;ern for worshipers of Jeh vah

aveto acevarrousda [qersor Ifficul-
ties of asprrrtual or ysrca nature By ex-
erting ourseves Vi rous |nt |swa We

can be |e g of us can ve
[eprrvr £ge an oyo rovrn io
Oved eowsav efar ofJeho

vah’s faithful servants
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'In God | Shall Take Refuge'

IN THESE “critical times hard to deal with,"
temptations and pressures are ever increas-
ing. Our honesty, for example, may be tested
in the workplace. Our chastity may be tested
among schoolmates. And our integrity is of-
ten put to the test by a morally corrupt world.
— 2 Timothy 3:1-5.

The Bible writer Asaph also lived at a time
when wickedness flourished. Some of his con-
temporaries even boasted about their ungodly
conduct. "Haughtiness has served as a necklace
to them," wrote Asaph. "Violence envelops them
as a garment. They scoff and speak about what
is bad; about defrauding they speak in an ele-
vated style." (Psalm 73:6, 8) Does this attitude
sound familiar?

For those who desire to do what is right, such
conduct is very distressing, even discouraging. "l
came to be plagued all day long," Asaph lament-
ed. "It was a trouble in my eyes." (Psalm 73:14,
16) You may feel similarly, but do not despair!
Asaph was able to cope with the wickedness of
his day, and you can do likewise. But how?

Asaph came to realize that true justice is near-
ly impossible to find under the imperfect rule of
man. (Psalm 146:3, 4; Proverbs 17:23) So rath-
er than squander his precious time, energy, and
resources trying to do away with all the wicked-
ness around him, he focused on his relationship
with God. Asaph declared: "As for me, the
drawing near to God is good for me. In the Sov-
ereign Lord Jehovah | have placed my refuge."
— Psalm 73:28.

Today, those who engage in corrupt busi-
ness practices often enjoy material advantages.

God's moral laws. But they will not prevail indef-
initely. "Surely on slippery ground is where you
place them," observed Asaph. "You have made
them fall to ruins."— Psalm 73:18.

Yes, in God's due time, trickery, violence, and
corruption, as well as all the other ungodly prac-
tices that true Christians must avoid, will be done
away with. The Bible promises: "Evildoers them-
selves will be cut off, but those hoping in Jehovah
are the ones that will possess the earth." (Psalm
37:9) In the meantime, may we echo the words
of the psalmist who said: "Jehovah is my crag
and my stronghold and the Provider of escape
for me. My God is my rock. | shall take refuge
in him."— Psalm 18:2.



