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WHY ARE THESE TIMES SO BAD?

HEN vou sit down to fead anewsgaé)er or  bomp de fd troyed t e| home
atc the TV news or listen t% J News nans at as ata shot ya
roadcast, you expect some a news snl Just monts ater as

not sur rlse to earyvdligtt down a street ogD
eftore

? |ater

rlenat 8
onot const nt ee overly dystress nan’for trau afoundpt ﬁ
fera ocanaor 0y Was num, e\t0|df eeI
su ferm masss Ven so, |t |s er f- —even ur05| ears and
|cutt reman moved when we ashbacks h|
ering af ects |nd| - oursofnaﬂ trest i

ace-to-Tace with the sU
?s noterwrswhylettlsoe

0 rea
gou t a war and ponder statlsttc at%lltles It m
uu] Enother bo read about I|tt el(nn a nine- ?I
yea d Bosnian boy whose mother was ed whena  for

ou not? YO)G are ¥
non 0| War is t| ra n that lolent crime Histalster bled to deat
a pant, or thaf a mme IS still's gthe strengt IS £Yes ustaﬁ
0 a eveIopmg victim of an artiller
ome dtstance [0 hese ha ﬁenms school yard. Doctors w

uness dnan
statistic. He 15 a su fergnq
Imwe cannot help but fee
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Soitis alsowith otherworldmaladrqe |t is one thin Cg Sadly, elr%rons todaZ rarel

0 read ab ut famine; It 1S qu %an% ert eapr offer satisfymg answer

ture o a r\re ear-old |rII oate Xand you firs ?]awt eguestron onthe

mato stick limbs, a ar rvrn victim of starvati Cover of t O[n vr9 l7arne e}/ou ma

trsone%rn tp rea frrmesa Istics; |trsirurean have rea(f J ticis

other to near'of an elderly widow being bruta Y eél —an understandable. reaction.

en robbeg, a drape tisonet rnﬁto reado 6- Fun a%nent ISt 1 |g|on? fh
amily: 1t Is quite another to learn t fry fo orc romteBr e what

mot rlé fberate¥y starv r! vrcrous?y a useh |t srn(]g yz 0es not rLon ain— Qe

own chi rh nd hour of this wor

It rs ainful to read bout s ch ihrnags Bu % Ise. (See Ma
mu orsewen oneo these es a cts ourna
us |rectI>/e er ona

to ett Br e arn
re ene scan econ%e r ?% rrs
?errnﬁer rsterrr{ In to efactthatsu ear t[att sc ssro

omc ime, war (J €, an rsease 1511 rea? d’i
%2 o caeun recedente reason 0€S

itht lﬁe un}atn]lsrst8rx cenfu more arn In
can be ro? rgd rndeede—g rldserment %ear and Jey are so baa It)th)o grow )e/saho%
pressro are common. or the uture, one. that is tr

Peo le of man relrﬁrons ar% seekrng;I answersé cyo com ortrno e Invite E/ou 0

ﬁ oublin eﬁtrosas Why are things so bad? ?]rder he Tollowing articles to
Where IS mankind heading? see now this 1s 0.

ARE THESE REALLY THE LAST DAYS?

Uaernte owofacane it ntersa Reallg/ all of us are |n sim-
rou tretc rrvr Huge bou ders oomup il ?]rcam nt. We our
t r u casca oam an ra(Y Yoy trsy selves, throu au F
tem erson e up N, rn aro hstretc
ﬁteer the cra bu he asr ee erenoean |st%3/ ost Peo le avri
U W

5 et e nomap, 0 ou venor eawh wil
erthes ran Ids wi Iendrn%calrh P00 orrnawater B hrsvva w %%er cor(tértrons
Not a pleasant scenario, IS it? So(!et ua change it. er |mprove or ow est to sur
tliwg H Ehat ou]have an, ex erienced quide wit ytll_tlt vive In the meanwh re Jre

this rrverse rock, Bvery ?O no ha to teel lost or

that tt]s Jut at rwasa roach ess reator has rov
q nows Wit ekno sh to ne- M a uide—one t a ore
g rate ISWay t roug It Wou you not teel far more I t A ark v\Perroo| ISt0-
ecure? 1y, predicts how it will end, and
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oﬁers us the 9U|dance]we need  clusion of the wholeworl system of thlngs Nonethe-

In o[) er to su VJve That l%]me less, Jn |s(! 9 ganswer Jesn artfull ad

f}ﬁ Of%k tva Gog cas | re_s\gem!# enne ensﬁeﬁt% ?nt ev% %‘
People are

stlrrUgEortaen Gtrapodu [ seeking answers hke 3e%§rfdﬁeurnavmtsoee%%%??ﬁe

[saiah he says reassyr-  to such troubling duri Bsence
ars questions as, Why ﬂen he ou (?

In P
ﬁyear awordgfnnd are things so bad? heavena wou be on B ver 1

us This Is the ~ VWhere is mankind — }yynqin ntire worl sste
?//\ra Walk in It eyti - heading? thlngsgto(‘\]senée Y
I casem]u oD ase, you The End of Jerusalem
hou(i §1 { EsalahB Consider first what Jesus said abé)utJer salfe r]g
2 oul yon wel ome such  Its.tem eOvte% gieca £ manan\ce reto
%u ce7Ter] % (ionmﬂer atime qrterri 3 i ships oroneotﬁ reateétcn
e Bible reetly oretold what 'c%srde”dtatewr g '”nn”'waf s JVXPJsiéFn
our ays Would be fie surr un e k‘? armies, tn/ wt at the
us’ o# Yva eso (irawn near, Ten ttose In
eanlnP UES |0n Judea am eeing to the mountains, ettose In
Jesus’ foJ owers must ag the mlds of her tdraw an ett ose in the o
een amazed. Jesus had just t tr pacg otente[ dnto er.’ | grusaem Was to%
them, In no uncertain terms, LKrroun <}£ene|rce encame armies, how co

that J ru? lem’s | lr)esswe “fhose Int emlgst of fer” simply “with rai/v "as Je-
temple butldin swou e com-  sushad commanded? Clearly, I]sswas |n[1}ndyjn7gthat
et IX destroyed! Such a awmdowo opportunity openu

Ictl wasa onlshln% S ort In 66 C. P ﬁo narm| s under the cogn
terwar 8 they Sat ypon 8f estius Ga us (?%at the Jewish rebe,? rees
e Mount eg Ives, four oithe Jerusalem an

the
%CI Ies Jesys: “Tel

Inned wit

us TR Romans even made a t rnPst |nto the CI'[ 1{-
\ hese thin sb and [ reachg as far.as the tem%ewa BLit e
what wi teS| our |us necé IS armles {0 doso ething tru %
presence an o teconcl 3|on ing. He ordered them to yet feat Elated Jew
of t esystem t|n a}t |essetout In pursyit and inflictea damage ont e|r
the\ﬁ/ ,\/lar Wheth- Tee|n oman nemies. Thus, Jesus’ foret dwm
er they reall |torntJess of 0 ortun opened. True Chnstlan? |s
ans er wou ave a multiple  warfi ot uto Jerusalem W|seXB or ush
ancamn our ers gne omanamles Werg back, Wit
he destrucnon] of Jerinaqa Gene | Titus leading them. T is fime no escape was

lem’s temple and $he end o 033|b
JeW|sh spstem o# mgs were i RRomaP armies surrounded Jern(salem a 8a
e days

t the same as the time o uilf a cation of poinfed st U
E%nstspresence anhoftnecon Sess ad propneswa regard?ng Jterusa?em @ﬂa
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aroun Ication with pointed sta} sandwill - —mere harbmgersofwhat ne

will cgme uapPort%Ou when %our enemies will UIIﬂ submarine also came into Iag
enurg gfou and distress ou ro every side.™ (Luke  were to becom

19:43 orelon rusalem fell; 1ts glorious temple World War [1 djd the unima
was reduced ? ﬂq ermg runs. {esus |nable—|t actu \){ dwarfed 9
oyt were iflec ineery el prgeeesor eomeg soures of
Tod il Uge al
thou% than tﬁéxt deftrucu nof over 900p§r)(/:ent of  Craft carriers, |othuapﬂoat
%grtésalelrpn I;h% S%e es ha so Warcasu?ltles are IPI?CIS“%Sd Igerdthneeget%sr%nﬂ
civilians U W |
BLetset(Ecg [Tet}e H PoOte} %Pn Ie<n\(l>vw é}] e dee%t E%r?m § ﬁesu ?n en-
Wou}1 he IS Pifed to reign as King in heaven. What ar[g(? Ssanlkj erHSF,%”eve‘ééQ
i he Toretll églma}%omthgﬁ]sasn\(livsergf Irloegﬁl
War in the Last Days
fypures Matthewcha%ters 2% ar%/ﬂ % Markhep cath %3 g bI(%werJeu%t & fe-
a%re evu{encléu A J%sﬂesrwas ki ask?gu%nomu;sg\i/vn o] ge” ‘feartul si b 1o
oret? a {Ime of wars—not Just the “wars Zmark th|s warring age.—Luke

% p%rtso Wars' t]hat have always marred huma
Elst J ut wars |Evovm nation against nation ana
|9 mst wgdo —yes, great Internationa

Thmk for a mom nt about how warfare has chan ed

|n our century. When war meant, merel the? h de%aétlﬁetglltm tr}ggmfll_ﬁﬁsm/gn
of armlﬁs r%)resentm two opposmg nta lons, s s T s heer 2 chance wars

plari i e en el

b k N m %vd he dedmam soldiers.. Toda

ﬂt ar rQeoHt atlo? e?atlon mtci f )
t & corflagration In 2 GominD effeci—ine |Lsigo al  most e eg' v]yarh—m acl,
wa. Automatic weapons were e5|?ne to kilFmore ~ over. 90" percent of them—are

T e e

gurnedpéormerkted mmr% d, an ﬁr Lol sy the Ovtvhaerrlngre]lltug%s gg tgcet (?1! h
Ihousan s: tanks rum ; merci essythroug g I sign gt A
Ines, their great quns blazing. The airplang and 't wamed that there wouﬁ e
j1nd here. Noneth Ies “foqd s ortagHes ¥ gl\/ltt W

aeo rS i ggradoxmai? 1 oo

ers@‘ﬂ%f&% o o
p

ﬂ% i 2 Hctl(?%ee aII(r)r(1)an In I%h%ue%

C
hat the g are \h WS Hurred ¢ ?(T K
i B
agrlcultural SCIence is more
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advanced than ever in human

history, though speedy

e rcre ttransg rtatr n IS aﬁarl
It

totrangp oo amrv ere
the world, Despjte 3

aboui one fifth f this worlds
popu ation Qoes hungry every

esvs also foretold that “
one place after another there
Woul be estr ences,” (Luke
2011 Agar Ur age has el
asrang aradox—hetter
ical care than ever, techno oP
Ical breakt roughs vaccrnes 0
revent many common diseas-
estrlen(!ral diseases have
mae nprecedented strides. as
well. The Soanrsh Influe]nz? fol-
lowed swittly on eels of
World War | andcarmed more
lives than the war did. So cop-
ta%%uss J’gﬁSt IS \rlaeasgrthat In
Ple could. be fsrner? or arIed ust
or Sneezing! Tooay, cancer and
eart di ease claim mrIIrons of
rveseac ear—verrta e estl-
en 3 f wn lives, Ca(t)srrlcla esuh‘)
ecke(h medica scrence/
Whereas Jesus discussed the
last days largely in terms of
sweep fdhrst rrcal and oIrtrcaI
c}ond tions, the apostle ng
ocas more n social pro
ems an preva ent attrtH es
Wrote, II] A “Know, t sthat
n the last scrrtlf% tlr]mes
1ar to dea“ |th Wi ere
For men wi eover% them
avin

selves, al
natural affectrony not ope to

Jesus' prophecy about the destruction of Jerusalem
was fulfilled in every detail

any agreement,... without self- control fierce, with-
0y Iove gf goodness betragers ne stroRg . puffed lg)
wrt i erlmoehrs of pIea ures rather than lovers of

Dothose Words strrke a familjar chord with you?
Consider just one aspect of social gecay in today’s
Wo[)ld—the drsrntegratron of the family. §“ﬁ 0a trde
roken homes, Battered spouses, apused children
and maltreated elderly |oar nits—how thes showthaé
eogle nave “no natyra ectron are “fierce,” an
betrayers,” “without love 0 eg‘oodness Yes, we

see these traits on an epidemic level today

Is Our Generation the One Foretold?
You ma wonder though Have not these condrtrons
awagspaﬂue ‘mankind? Ho owt at our
modern generation Is the one fo reto these ancient

o
—

('D_O
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Prort)hecresw Let us consider three lines of evidence
hat prove that Jesus was talkrnlg about our time.
First, while there was a partial, early fqurIIment In,
the eétructron of Jerysalem and |tsbtemnpe Jesus’
Words efrnrtegldpornte]dtoteutur evond that da g
AboF ears after t ecatacysmt at destroyed
%saem esu gavet)e age apostle John z%vrsron
Ing thatt eproP esie con Itions—wa, amrri
estilence, an resultant death—were to arrive ord
ide in the utur s these %rstress s, woul
race, r]ot any one 0ca ty, but “the earth’ asawhole
—FStevearon 6”%8 : e f
econd, In this_century some features of Jesu
%n are berng fuffrled |n)\/rvhat Wﬁmrght ca?l ﬁ of
ate degre For exam le, I t ere an room or
warsto eCome muc worethante\z been since
19147 If there wa aWorIdWarIII ith a %ftodag
nuclear gw an thelr eragons the aftér-
mat qu IS earA cha[dwaste
—and manki etrnctasthe odo. Srn}]ar Rev-
glation 1118 oretol at In these e na-
tions are “wratful,” mankina would e “ruining the
eartn, Forthefrrsttrmernhrstory oIIutronan dg
ra atr n.of the environment now threaten the ve
“t% of thrs lanet! So t‘tts featu Je t00 1S See-
mg etrno near its ulfimate degree. Cou
rs and des utron S|mp conJrnue to rsen untr

0 se and th
% [ dye rees that the eart vb)tﬁqastforever
WI'[ rl?thte eaErtEe humans living upon it.—Psa
W
Thrrd tne S| Ltofthe last days Foeraallyconvrn
|n? entaken asawhoe | tol
0 account the features Jesus menti (m]ed inthe th rF
ospels, those nPau swrrt P s, and those In Revela-
tion, tlrs sign has dozens of Teatures. Rersonmrﬂt
g e ahout them one atatrme ar%n ﬂthat other
es aveseen srmrlﬁ rprobe s, but Whef we con Fl
e all of them togethe eg \A}%ornt an unmistakable
inger at only ong"age—our
hat, thouqh does all of this r&tean’) Tha%the Bi-
esrmgly sour age as a Oesperate, hopeless
time? Far from it!
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One of t % most noteworth
eatureso tesrgno the last
ys IS recorded Matthew
; Thrs %oo newso the
|ng omwr eprﬁace |na
the™In atirte eartn for a wit-
ness {0 all the nations; ar]td then
the end will come.” In this cen
tury, ehovahs |tnesses
carried outawor u%uern
a

an |tor¥n e 1aKen
Br es essae

out Jeho-
om—w atrt 1S,
owr[ es a ﬂwhatrtw ac-
com |s Ve sgrea that
mes a%%fr overt e earth
have shed Iterature on thrs
subject In well over 300 |a
ua FS and have brought |t to
int ehr homes on the
treets or at therr places of busi-
ness In virtually every land on

ealrth 0 doipg, they have been
| v
T e,

fr Fy \ érce thsatnoesus calle
How cgo ? rnat be In tRese gari
t| es Because the Bipl eSﬁen

Message_ IS not apout how

When we take bad thrn% erI be at the end of

|s old World. | ts cengral
nvolves (? S Km?n
hat Krnlg 0 1565

somet Ing d? e hearts of

ever edce- ovrng uman—de

Iverance,
Just what is Hhat deIrverTnce

é)WC nr% urs? Please
con (e |ng artrces
on this supject.



Take
DELIVERANCE DRRWS NEAR

“1°am  withyou,3isthe utterance of 1o
—JEREMIAH 1:19,

D%M.Ejféwe M e

resclje setfree rom aha % EW Ptso the|r OWN cmzens
Bg sityation, This Includes t tOthdm 03 million rigeope in th |? century.”
ing brought Into a much better, hdppiefurther says: “The. dead cou Congey-
COﬂ IIOH anly be nearly 360 million ee |t1S as
ges perately th human famllythough ours CIES has heen d eastate b
eds suc eliverance’ at t ds time! dﬂO Emoe ck Plague. And indeed It has,
eever re urde own and t 2 PJa ue of Power, not germs. ”Wgter
our Qe Y lcult ms—ecor]omh Rlcha arvvood observed” “The barbar-
soma 3cal megta an otlogad Jan wars of cenfuries Pﬁstwere alleyﬁ Ws
vas ?ﬁ yaer(\e/valst Oen\}\?g |sa§0mglsar$ﬂ I comparion. "_Matthew 24:6, 7, Revela
lon
!a(ehae\?v e Yor e bttt 5 Adding to the distressing conditions of

recent years |s the hu emcrfas In violent

“Cntlcal Times Hard to Deal With” crlme Immoralit fami reakdown

3 Since this 20th century has experienced Former U nlt6d gtates ecretr
? tner t ereﬂ cation William Bennett note %at In 30

reater suffering than an
b e sy
E |ve|nd|re (ye ﬂ(y Latn mbeP mate births 400 percent, dR/orces 300 per-

reases by some 2 ion annually. Each  cent, and the teenage sujcide rate 200
X}eﬁr a oﬁt 13 mhhon C |I3ren (J}/e From cent. Princeton Un?versny Professor J %ﬁ

nutriti norot er Opov(f t}/ e ?aus D|IuI|o J, warneéi of the growin ranksof
?—moret a &/ ﬁ millions  young super ators, \%/ %rder as-

of older people Iﬁepﬁ T ault P rape, rot? Eur ?anze nd create seri-
ous se ses—Lu ﬂ

Revelaton 6.
et eeat|on ouscmmun disorders. They do not_fear

orgers. have caused e st ma o aest, e pains o mprisor-
o SUafrf%“ng e b00i< Déalh by G ment, or the (fangs of cgnscience.” [n that

lang,” homicicee 1S now the second-leadin
1 2 Why does the human family need deliver- CaLse o?deat among those 15 10 19 year%

is there a greater need for deliver-
V\fy 5 there 2 greater need for celive 5, 6. What makes our time so distressing?

ahce no
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Abraham was among those who had full
confidence in Jehovah

? rge And mo[)e children under the age of
dre rom aouse than from disease.
6Such crime .and violence are not con-
flned to one nation. Most lands rehort sim-
 trends. Contri u tot IS 1S hefur
|Iea dr uset corru ts A 3
usr |as de ornrn% erald sal
Intern g traffrckr .has become
r}e wor ssecond mogt |ucr |ve busIness
ter the arms trade.” Another factor Is
the violence and immorality that now
aturate teIevrsron In many countries
%e time a child rea hes the age of
18 he asseentensot Lisans
olent acts on TV and countless |mmor
al ?nes Thatisa srgnrfrcant corfu trn%
Lnf nce, since our {ona lit 'SQ
atwe re ularl eed ou minds.—Ro-
ans 12:2; Ephesians
7B| e [Procﬁthec accuratel foretold this
%wfu S in our entury 1 sald
ere e global wars |sease
f emrcs sorta es, and mcreasrn
wessnes?1 Matthew 4712 Luke 21
2 d’tg When we consider th egrof() ecg/
at2T|mot 315, 1t ten
mg tonr%ht new re orts It iden fresour
ast % "and descrl ?
the seres overso

gleérssolog/ |re5n0fto arents. disloyal avrn
0 natur ffection, without self=con
lerce, with pride veso
sures, at ert an lovers of (o ha rs
exactly what the world is, li

e foday. As
Weﬁram Bennett acknowleda{

ust to0 many signs o TGt i
jrotten ! Itahgs y

L hzatron one
tion ended with tﬁ ?rrst Wor

é at civiliza-
Walr,

7. [ow did Biple prophecy foretel the present
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be?The situation ow ah ev(en Worse th

ore theFoo
earth beca]me IIed with vidlence.’ Bac

when t
tpen B pern eneral reﬂusegto repent
thelr $ Y hus, Go a heart
hs full of violence as a result of t ew
ere [ am rrndm? them to ryin.” The D

urie ended tha olent world.—Genesis 6

No DeIrveranceb Humans
artgumah endeavor deljver us from
these conditions? Go sWor answer}s
a{)bh your trust in nobles, nor In the

sono edrthfing man, to whom no salvation

‘YX“ dGo ri gthe Flood in, Noah’s day,
8“ G\Q(/ s re
eliv

d we not oo to ﬁtﬁmans to pro-
vide rance



ot belong to m
|rect hrsgste

ry ave ver
mans av tried eve

and socra system Infa
trons worsen Ha there

|t|ca economrc
nabIe hut cong-
een ahuman solu-
dh ve hecome evident by now.

n has domi-
rnrg —Ecc esrastes89

IS, 400, ormer US nation-
lgnjew rzezrns

Proverbs 29:2: Jere

A few ye
al. securrt ?t

said: Theunavordablec
tached analy srs ot g oba trends rst
clal tur or nrest econ
IS, an rnter rona

ecome mor

" That asséssme
IS even more valid to a
1S era of Increased. viofence, an edrto
he New Haven, Con
ter declared: “We seem 0
to be able to halt it
a halt to this wo
ec about t

a 0] WOTS

Commentrn

. No, there. will
terroratron for t

seadrng an

these trends
of this system f
h n 44 Yes, “t
e powWer oftewrc

seeaso on 14:
Ies sofo

scome OW tO ou,

]1Humans cann
because Satan 15 't

are about to end,
n ng conditions not be re-

he is like “a roaring lion, seeking to devour
SOMeone. —13 %% J

Deliverance Near—F rWhom’)
DThe increasin Iy difficu t c ndrtrons on
ﬁrth are strr Ny~ evi nce t at a vast
ange—rn ran verance—rs
near’at For hom? Dellverance IS
t se who

nearing for ? ay ttention to the
trrrr*rva e
done. “Teviorld h tanss st moﬁh

s
assing awa S0 1S IS desire, qni
thgt doeg h vkrlrﬂ Goa remains forever
—eeaso eter :10-13.
Jesus foretold Bhat the corrupt soclet
a |ss swept away In a tim

F rou SUC[}]taS ﬁasn occarrea Sing
i L it

gcgauatgoned Pay attent on o yourselve
B e e e g
ndanxr wsoﬁ# gcpsug Yvh oﬂa%
erns an upon ouas sn re or it

ome Oig ﬁ
CGO a : Ieart eei en 'cl

etrm making suppl ont
suceeed .in scaqgrnga ese g
are estrne to occlr."— uke

UThose ay attentio
awake wrlt/vs%ar %ut the WH|O od anH
01t gProver :1-5; Romans 2 These
are ones who will' “succee ﬁcaé)
estructron so nto be rou N
anss ve com-

te on §en ethat the%vi% elivered.
sam3 § Proverbs 10:28 50

The Principal Deliverer
BFor God’s servants to be delivered,

%g plgr g{}h‘)m 1 MBS e need o
aré vlve cer%arn'shtris%tpc[ rncrﬂa DeI|II eer?tgrh’é%dt?y
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atan and his e tire Worlgwrote system of
things need fo eremove This reg urrei
a solrce of deliverance far more eower U
than_humans. That source is Jehovah God,
the Su %me Sovereign, theamrﬁ ty C re
afor of the awesome universe. He Is ta
Brrncrpa Deliverer: “1—I am Jehovah an
esides me there 1s no savior. —Isaiah 43:
1: Proverns 18:10.

]6In Jehovah there is the ultimate gegree
of 9ower wisdom jUStICG and love. (Psalm

roverbs 2% Isaiah 61:8: 1 John
£9) So when he execut]es his (])udgme E)
We can bec rtahn that aactr s will e
rrig ‘ am aske Ist
all ¢ e eart not om to ow at |s
% ht? g enesis, 18 u exclaimed:
“ er mrustrce Wrt N%ver ma
that become Rom ns % N WIOte;
“Yes, Jehova the Al Ighty, true
and rrg teous are your judicial de Isions.’
R]](t/\\// hatron %67 h i
en_Jehovah. promises erverance

he will wrt out ?arlpaccom Ira It, Josh
a sard Not a promrse a%
te%oo riromrset at Jehovan h mae
S a SSogmo ftaed Tere s
ot failed one word of all his good gromrse
that he has promrsed ( |n38 0) The
atséttnptttc”"tet inet Abpem it 4
vrnced that W at Go% had |gom|s¥ (h
was also a ewrse es-
teeme LGo arth quoha rfromrsed
—Romans 4:20, 21: Hebrews 1

BUnlike Pumans Jepovah 3 |ate-
ly trustworthy, true to his wor eova
f armies has' sworn, sayrng ureP/ JUSA
as | have figured, so 1t'mist occu

17, Hrir haye Jehovah]s servants |g the past ex-
confi ence I his promises

resse
Sentv¥ha/t tehey AR Vantj%today be: confi-

e de Ivere
12 THE WATCHTOWER- APRIL 1, 1997

Just as | have counseled, that ﬁ]wh%t will
cometrue (Isaiah 1424 S0 when the BI-
ble sa s that “Jehovah k nows how to deliv-
er people of g odh( devotion out oftrral but
0] reserveunh% eous Peope orthe a¥

oment to be cyt off.” we can have Tull
confidence that this will (apvr\)/ Peter
9 Even when threatene ith estruc
tlo Y owertul enemies, eova ss(e
vants a ecoura?e because hrs attituce,
ref egte In hrspomrseto one gf nis proph
ets: “The wr be certain to fight aoarnst
ou, but will not evarla ains fyou
Zor amwih ou,” 1S eutter nce of J
ovah er you, —Jeremrah 119,
Psalm' 33:18, 19; Titus 1:2.

DeIrverances in the Past
DWe can he greaty encouraged by re-
countrng some 0f Jehovah's previous” sav-
Ing, acts. For instance, Lot was ‘great-
3/ grstressed by the wickedness of Sodom
nd Gomorrah.“But Jehovan took note of
“the cry 0 comI[[J]Iarrh %arnst those cities.
At the rrg1 h nt messengers 0
urge Lot and his famr Iy to get out tat
ft a o tavvaﬁ ne result? Jenovah
[vered rrghteo s Lot reducrng the crtres
Sodom anid Gomorrah to ashes.” (2 Peter
2:0-8; Genesis 18:20, 21) Today, too, Jeho
natices the cry of com arnt re a
rng this world’s goss wic e ness.
e e °m{xté%
he Want% he erqact af ajnst ttars world ano‘
eliver nis servants a edr Lot —Mat-
thew 24:14,

DlIn ancient Egypt millions of God’s peo-
ple were ensla\% Jehovah said about

ﬁ |'|9W did Jehogah deliver Lot, with what par-
| for our time"

escrrEe Jehovah’s deliverance of ancient Is-
raeI rom



hem: “| haveheﬁrd thel outcr IweII Youvwllnotneedtofrﬂht Stand still
<nowt e pains the su er | am an see the salvation of JeRovah in your be-
ceed rngg to go dowr to erver them Ex alf.” Jenovah delivered his People by pro-

odus How ver after Iettrn? G dé ceedrn to strike confusion Into the Tanks

neopl (? hara %a his mind and  of the nemr{:sothat thegsaughtered one
Our tie them WJ'[ 1S |ht army another.—2 Chronicles

srae Ites seeme trap[t) tt e Re 2Wh en the As%rran World Power came
et (55 Do riot be a faeStand against Jerus m% Sennacherib

m aH t e sa vatron of Jehguan ntefl Jehovaﬁ ysau 0 the Peo eon
e Wl f orm OVYOUtO ﬁewal “Who are there among al thj]?ods

r

48-14 ?tovah ar ed he these Jan s[ahat | have con uered
H he Isrde #93 esc é arao?ks ar-  have delivered their a flouto nd so
mres are aterth u]tehov g tatJehovah shouId verJeruaem out

ECte ?(l’Sﬁ at “the sea Ccovi red od’s servants h esa|
hem, ”} san Ike lead rn ajestic wa not Iet Hezekra?t ause 0 to trust in Jeho-
ter A oses exulted f son ah. savin Jehov d
J ovah W 0'3 (?YOV'”%XO i/veru ”’gThen Heze |ah Praye ervent@r
tg in 0'”933 89 t% eare for deliverance, thata he Kingdoms of
I o prarse e N doing mar-— the earth may know that you, 0 eovah
ves — 0 us 1 are God alone.” sehovah struck down 185,-

nanother 0C asron the enemy na-000 Assyrian soldiers, and Gods servants
hons OP mthH Pd err]r Q(Wt were del¥vered Later, as Sennacherih wor-
treate& eova S EOEEW!} spruc- rh) his fals g hrs sons assassinated

:(/)

[)0” enovan said: % ou be afrald o _|Sa|a ters nd 37,
creo\}r? riyie Ca?tltfee |gfnrtJt ouarggg e We ca) surey take couraﬁe When we
y ?e %w eoa/a] mtepast as wond er
ere vah's people saved from Am- elivered nis people. What aboy
monklw gwelrél Peop ntowhat dan@erorus situat |onwrli hrs
thfuI servants soon come t a will re-
ﬂurre nIsS mrraculous deIrveran g7 WhY has
ewarted untr n?wtot rrn%h eir de ver
: - ance? Wha urmenwr ere he of J
= Why isthere a great need for dellv- - guc¥ worgs: “As inese Ihings siat 1o "
' cur raise yourselves er ct and lift our

Review Questions

0 Why should we not look to humans ea S up, fecause vour e|V ance 15 g
for deliverance? [ gr . nth\]j( ¥ 52 ‘] SILr?e
01 For whom is deliverance near? ance cope for God servantsw Q nave
- already died? The following article will ex-
O Why can we be confident in Jeho- amine these questrons

vah's deliverance?

[0 What examples of past deliverances

é hat iraculou sde |veriance from Assyria
are encouraging?

ova rovide Tor [srae
g ugstions need answering about deliv-
erance to V'
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|ver§nce INto a

RIGHTEOU NEW WORLD

" Theywill indeedfind their exquisite delight in the abundance ofpeace. ”
—PSALM 37:11.

FHOVAH is a Go fdehvea ce Inaiw ItS endi“l? aﬁ Jesus foretold, ihe follow-
cient times, lyere % I ta Eace There will b %reat
on man occasmps T 0se de |v rances tH ulat 8” such as has n t occurred mc
weret orary, for Jehovah did not In anythe wor sbeg

HOYWI
0se Instances permanent: gt e his ~ Qccur aga &j %We
e (‘no%“fvve%m%naken st

%andest ellverilnce of all for his serv%nts time s fast approaching!

t bulat I ith
ML I U e R

tS Int t riaht % aton 18 zltsenonue@)s H\J/Ullggra ed
IS Sefvants Into a permanent. righteou
newwor?d—ZPeer8931013 J %? non Q

0d% exe |8n
[0 |ses Jutallttle whller%/“gﬁon whie

v regt.” Reve il n171
B waaja i

o em Babylon s cient

%ﬁsesirt eiq%aglte %’& 7gthte|nWt|rT1e";hb(a?uianc ounte F% fsteapa X res Hts tS VY 1?1 t
IEeace (Psalm (fll F? ow on Rﬁ [ |sm Wit thpe g ﬂma

T ”a%d; %us themselves wil gossesste P etgl gthassu grted elrwrsan
art ek/ﬂwi reside orevruan It. ﬁ Pesse dam; B 0sing Sides, e
fﬁ%%’ﬁa%ns e bl oo |ﬂ g In et of 1 e eon
greatesPleeotroub? It aseverirgown % ﬁ{'”%pon $O§ er W.nevéi %
The * GreatTrlbuIatlon Co”ugutgeﬁct'ce&h o erents %S

true Christians, eveatlon

d3 In 19%10 IS World jn\t/%egrgt%o fast Eerse
Ti W

£y earg mto Al it penod ard are neanng o R, Y] %gﬁ}eﬁt‘bl‘sﬁ q?” i Dedins \(/)vnhent °
vv|II ehovahsde iverance jn ou gF({]% reat. ea/ Yh e the h ra

Ijerances of 4t wnﬁqt mes: WII make her evastate and nake
ntow at wor Wl Jehoveh Dring m/dcges dis dgment come upon “Bab-

ju u
? 9w d|d Jesus descrlbe the “great tribula- gloplow does ﬁe “great tribulation” begin?
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and will eat her fleshy parts and will
comVYetelv%urﬁ erwrth t{rrIO iRevga\tlryon
E T ereg ormer, upPorters
selves in grlef over

her Fgeereeiatron 1§ %1 J Ehut Jehg ﬁh S Sey-

vans ave 0ng ex ﬁcte S 2
or he ase]ecut

écadn rare
(9 entu great arlot ocor
eea vr{)f ger ornr atron

saven eolthe 0od gf |ssavesat
."—Revelation 19

God’s Servants Attacked
ro]destro ed false reIr ion, the

v
tra i
ydrsturb nce, wenrn rnn secunt
e
toea'w%m i |
tac& \)vdf arY%ecaBseFt ey trust.in Jehova
V\ha Gog' gasoerv%rrhdshtlrS aEmregtft Itetggé
2 o el B
gdu@ 147 @Dt)r/rein ﬂr thtrr
| nvaN hsenet()eenfargo% et va%‘(re
fous(t com%ﬁ gthe e%cue “In h

grrgewr euptrnoprv ?e]ﬂﬁétrn
r, Inthe fire of my

bt b e
.acﬁ‘ra;%rrs R

|s U Ron the rest of {
pe at ra events will occur. Note t eeffect

6 7 Wh ap dJuerrIrrov ,3epergrtI Bec frclgnt

ﬂ%tatasu ernat eﬂt Taceqt? efore
eho>v executes tHe wrc& an wr hwhate

h will_have Thlen the sr%n of the So(rJ

an [Christ] wi ear | heaven an
nenalthe tnlbeso e earth will beal
te selves n amentatjon, and the
the Son o manco I onthe o
eavenwrt Wer an gS
2429 “There || regsr ih
00N an ars men
come aintouto ear ndex ec fation of

th |n%s comrng upon the abrted eart

You/&t[t)elrtveratnceI IstGettrrrt] Near f
hat particular time, the prophecy o
u?<e 2128 aB les. Jesus sardﬁ Ks ey
thin sstartt occ(vr rars% ourselves er ct
frnd Ift your he é/ cause your

rnce IS gfttrn%v r ods enemies
e fre Hg Ith Tear because t ev
now that t superna%ural events t
9 ace come from ﬂ)ehova Eut e ovan’s
antsw rejoice because they will know
t at their erance IS getting near.
Jehovah then delrv i%the deatr\ hlow

o atansss Lwill bring myself into
ﬁ ood ndT(ao?Joovr{Jt dgﬂén?i(r %Hﬂ
allstones, re and su ut ané aI rarg

own UHPH him ario upon

now that | athova
o §ar3ror1 tt'ge“r‘tée
fﬁ gy?t at 19 thI rﬁaé)r?gon c’r ax
r]eat trrbu ation.” —ere la
3 2 essa onians 1:6-8: Revelation 16 14

Ivered throu reat tribyla-
tion” w[f Ihe the mrl?ro%s o? Wogshrpers o¥
Wr% rr]:an Jghrovalrjhs seeré/a ts Irft therr heads
68 Wloo{ escrr%e the climax of

th ea ” uaro h seryants delivered
the great trr% fatrony7a
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The whole earth will be
transformed into a paradise

Jehovah earth wide. Thge
mﬁe]u the “great fro
aecgme out 0
nabons, ac tihes ang
W@E a]re the r{e?vered
C ana t(bns pIring
ecause they rende
e%vaEh sacg ?ervrceo
aq (s 0 they survive
|svv ld%s end and are ush-
ered Into a rghteous ne
world. (Revelation /:9- 5
mus thev |tnes the ul-
ment 0 Je |se
Hoe Je o a
g/ exa
ff |on oft e ear
ones re cuto youwr see
sam

]2Whatatrr|l| |metha |II e—the
limination of wickedness awn ot
em st Qrious.era in al n history!
eve atro 0:1-4) How rate eh vah

Armage ons rvrv IS, Wi aye
ent red abri tc ncrvrlrzatrn Go

B% | |n%fane d\f\h% ] oanraadtseart at wr
JH ever dto t?e lt héh

e rom.that orntonward the
tllrvrnveats foﬁmgélg ova Vervcelsj prospe
BJesus WhomJ hovah ha ap pinted as

versee vacH 0us

ave ﬁv
|vere Ones
en on earth e openedeblrhd eyes

12 what can Armageddon survivors look for-

ow does J JESUS resume the healing work he
egan on earth’
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and deaf ears and cured “every sort of dis-
Sagg an ever rt frnfrrmr é atthe
?] 2 enew I e Wl

et at

W scale.. 4 earnﬁ brt OFu
ﬂ? ﬁfe dpro ISe; i&o&l W}eo fever
tear fr terrﬁ nd death will be n
mare, neither wil mourping nor qutcry nor

ain he anymore. The forme thrngs have
hfrtﬁarf o Ll
Ners or un ertakers ?saraﬁ 8 pﬁ%

e(!rv%red W Jl be all those fajthful
servantso W F Int he Intne
wwor tt]ey wil erescH romt
1Lﬁches of ?r ve. Jehova uararf] pes:
ere 15 going to be a resurrection of bot

14, What eIrver nce will come to Jehovah’s ser-
vants who avearead (! oQ;n



the rrghteous and the unnghteous " (Acts
Iarkel |gaht(fous oges wil b]e res-
urrecte eatlier and contribute to the ex-
Pandrn Paradise. How fascin trnlghtwrlbe
or Arma on?urvr {sto eart i%)
ng

[IENces o?t ose falth b ones of
a00, now returned to i —John 5:28 29
]SAII those living will then experrence
what the. psalmist said of Jehovan: “You
are_opening your hand and satrsf mg the
desire ofeve[]y livin % %
16 No more unger rthw be fe-
Ere to an co r%rca baIance and produce
undant ,Z 7 mor ome
ess he Wi cet mcybur ?
esa ave oceupancy, an each one will sit
“under pis vine and un er his fig tree, ad
there will be no one making the tremb
|saiah 65:21, 22; Micah 4:2) No more fear.
here will he no war, vroIence rcr me
Psalm 46:8, 9; Proverb 2223

arth has come to re}s] B come free o[
disturbance. eopIe aye hecome cheerfu
Wrt6 | jothul Cries. — Isé'laraS %47

N enew world, Satan’s propagan-

da medra will have been removedp h)stg
rrg hteousness sw at e Inha |te]rnts of

teprW trve n wr [tarny earn.”
e R
erll certarn? be Illed WI[¥] ehe know? |%1
of Jehova s the waters are coverrn f

Iy sea. glsa h119gU buildi thon] hts
an action WI erm at man |nd

lans 4:8) Ima |ne a worldwide socret f

eoRefee frmcrme eotr
mterpatr%,nal rother oo

rurtage of G It |s

Indeed, even now such qu |t|es are erng

15. De dscrrb some of tt](ej conditions to be expe-
rienced 1n the new world.

16, IV\[>hy will righteousness permeate the new

%uzlgrvated by the great crowd—Galatians

Why So Lon%

THowever, wh {2 5 Jeh va Waited S0
long to_remove lsgag eliver his
eaple into the newwr onsider what
ad'to (be accom‘p |sR Most |mgortan IS
t evrn ication of Jehovah’s Soverei

nty, IS
LR D ol o
0 t at uma rueousreof oe
er nty has turne ea oos
re lah 10:2 nowJe va
us nre crn uanruewrtt
% eaven e 8m gn der C

HS'[

anre
BWhat has talien Place durjng all these
centuries IS similar to what (a Rne In
Abraham’s time. ehovah t% raha
hat IS descen antswob erit the lan
o Canaan utnotrtrour undr ears
becausethe error of the Amarites. not
t[e om o co etron eNesi
term “Amo |tes dom
manttn re resents epeo Ies of
Can nas e 0 Some org ce turhes
Wou pass eore Je CQvah woul e]nab
anaan. In

P g ﬁotaeovg eme%
r]t %Qva let the nations in anaan -
Ve oprt elr socretres With wha t result?

he Bible Handboak, by Henry H. Hal-
Hf tﬁst at at Megiad ar?ha ologrsts
u erurnsofa geo Ashtoeh

esswre of Baal. He writes: “Just a
ew steps from this tem Ie Was a ceme-

WIEre m nxfjars Were fo % contain-

Fﬁ emains ot 1 nts W i een Sacrl-

|nt 1S temp rop ets of Baal

17, Wh as Jehovah Warted s0 long before end-

#J? IWﬁen W0 d tge descgndants of Abraham in-

é) at krn rﬂa societies did the Canaan-
|tes evelop
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nd A h[oreth were fficial murderers_of
|ttec dren (ier hornbeﬁractrce
Was [what| t g foun aro cn
TICES, Whe ah uewa to% utlt, a chi
t’ﬁ%mdatl)le sacrrfrce and its boay built |nto
W
DHalley comments: “The worship of Baal
Ashtoret and other Canaanite gods con-
sisted in the most extravagant orgles; their
\t/sgrrgrl]es Were cern]tne]r)sré)f |\r{ ?r naanrtes
ten gthr ering. their Wt orn C?t
dren, a asacrrfrce to these same qos %
seemst at In Iarge measnre he Tand 0
R
| id a civi-
[natron o? sucﬁ abomrna %e filth an B
tali ave any n% é onger to exist? .
Archiaeo ?sts wh |n the rurns of
naanite cities won er g did not d
sroytsezrn Sgogert an He did.’ —Compare
ﬂT%e wickedness of the Amorites had
“come to completion.” Sq Jehovah was now
fuIIy justified in exterminating them. The

G 0f e Canaantes ant thatof oot

Review Questions

[0 What is the "great tribulation,”" and
how does it begin?

0 Why will Gog's attack on Jehovah's
servants fail?

[0 How does the "great tribulation™
end?

O What marvelous benefits will the
new world provide?

00 Why has Jehovah waited so long
before bringing this system's end?

18 THE WATCHTOWER- APRIL 1, 1997

same is true today. Thrs W((J{|d is filled w#th
VIO ene Immo asrln : arr:eonjem;f

E(ﬁj at t?te hraeous hVYS sacy r[ge?t/t R
|et anaan, w atofﬁnesacrr Ice of t

ot B i
Certain ha rt ﬂ? J tr?ne

ehova
system t0 an end

bringin thrs WICKe
Accomplrshrng SomethrnP Else
2Jeh atience in these ast? SIS
accom n et |n else. He s al |n]g
tl(n % tet e reat Cr?
e{a um rrng moret |emrlb|on
er ova Irection, te3/ ave heen
orme Into a forward- movrn(rr r%anrzatro
Men, wo nan ou%saretﬁrn toteac
thelr de[tos

others rut
an Br |cat| nst
Ways. gJ srans 321

H rewsl 425 Ina |t|on tf are
sr ructron electronics
rén e’car o(t tereeo noervgrgrtgsgﬁ)tﬁev&
2litp \Re sych tegac Inq and "bul ntrng
ski sw e'wigely used In the new world
AYes, tod a Jhova IS Rreparrn his er-
Yants {0 pass roug rettrr
ﬁtron r”o a rightedus O(tew OL e
there wi eno atan arl( his wicked wor
teconten with, no sickness, sgrrow ag
eath. With great enthusiasm and jo Go%
Beo e Wi geed wrth the hap f

M el

are to live at this ﬁﬁmax of the ages
e
dgzrlvnera%e IS getting nearylp—Lu e 21:26;

22. 0What |s7 accomplished by Jehovah's patience
% V/Vhy IS it aprivilege to be alive at this time?



THE "HOLY COAT OF TRIER"

TRIER, with a history stretching back 2,000 years,
is the oldest city in Germany.* For centuries Trier
has had strong connections with the Catholic
Church. In 1996 the cathedral in Trier put a relic
on display that supposedly is almost as old as the
city itself It is called the Holy Coat of Trier.

The coat is 62 inches long and 43 inches wide
and has sleeves of half-length. It is made of cot-
ton and, according to Hans-Joachim Kann in his
book Wallfahrtsfuhrer Trier und Umgebung (Pil-
grimage Guide to Trier and Surroundings), was
probably worn as an outer garment. Some esti-
mates date the original garment— much of which
has been repaired and reinforced with other tex-
tiles over the centuries— back to the second or
even the first century C.E. If correct, that would
make it a rare item of clothing, an interesting mu-
seum piece.

However, some maintain that the garment is not
only rare but also holy— hence the name Holy
Coat. This is because it is seamless, as was the in-
ner garment worn by Jesus Christ. (John 19:23,
24) Some claim that the "Holy Coat" actually be-
longed to the Messiah.

How the coat came to Trier is uncertain. One
reference work states that it was "presented to
the city by the empress Helena, mother of Con-
stantine the Great." Kann points out that the first
reliable report of the tunic's presence in Trier is
from 1196.

The coat, which is stored in the cathedral, has
been put on display at irregular intervals since the
16th century. For instance, this was done in 1655,
shortly after the Thirty Years' War, which had
been very costly for Trier. The sale of pilgrim-
age mementos has on occasion generated much
income.

There have been three "Holy Coat" pilgrimages
this century— in 1933, 1959, and 1996. In 1933
the pilgrimage was announced the same day that

* see Awake! of April 22, 1980, pages 21-3.

Hitler was appointed chancellor of the German
Reich. Kann points out that this coincidence of
the two occurrences on the same date highlights
the circumstances surrounding the pilgrimage. Uni-
formed Nazi troopers formed a guard of honor
for pilgrims outside the cathedral. Two and a half
million people viewed the robe that year.

Herbert, a resident of Trier for many years,
compared the pilgrimages of 1959 and 1996. "In
1959 the streets were crowded, with stalls selling
souvenirs on almost every street corner. This year
the whole thing is much quieter." Indeed, only
700,000 viewed the robe in 1996, a million short
of the 1959 figure.

Why Do They Go to View the Robe?

The church emphasizes that the robe should not
be seen as an object of veneration. The seam-
less robe is seen as symbolic of church unity. The
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung reports that when
announcing the pilgrimage, Bishop Spital said:
"The unusual situation in our world challenges us
Christians to have unusual answers. We have to
stand against the swelling wave of hatred, bru-
tality, and violence." The bishop explained that
viewing the robe would remind one of unity.

But why does anyone need the "Holy Coat" to
be reminded of church unity? What if the robe
should be damaged or disintegrate or be exposed
as a fake? Would church unity then be in danger?
What about people unable to make a pilgrimage
to Trier? Are they less conscious of any unity with-
in the church?

The Holy Scriptures make no mention of early
Christians' needing objects to remind them of the
need for Christian unity. Indeed, the apostle Paul
encouraged Christians with the words: "We are
walking by faith, not by sight." (2 Corinthians 5:7)
The unity that true Christians enjoy is thus de-
scribed as a "oneness in the faith."— Ephesians 4:
11-13.
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BIB I_ETA 1
AR

AS TOLD BY GOLDIE ROMOCEAN

I\EIPI
A

IN

In 1970,1visited family members in Romania for the first
time in nearIy 50 years. Peaple lived under an oppressive
Communist regime, and | was continually cautioned to be
careful of what | said. Then, as | stood in the government
office in our home village, the official urged me to leave the
country immediately. Before | explain why, let me tell
how I learned Bible truth in Romania.

e of Ortelec in n?rthwestern 0ma-

near the town of Zalau. We lived In

beautr surroundmgé ewae{ Hd alr

r(e lean. We rais our owWn n

not ing materially. In my early
ears the country was at peace.

e were Very religjous. In fact, our
elon edtoYh |f¥erentre1

Pp

B e s B
ent Were ?%)US'[ £cause | |] reg
Wlt ot thelr religions, m ami

W U ecome an at eﬁlsﬂ U\dt Ere 15 one

ought, ‘ther e |ust one
? |on—no?three In one?amrl 2

ings | saw in religion drsyurbed me.
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I WAS Porn rfn March 3,1903, in the vil-

For examBIe the Enest visited hom s to

coIIectc rch dues. When Peop \
ave mone to Ve, he tok est woo
blan et In the Catholic church I

watche ran mother kneel to pray efore

ahrcturheo Mary. ‘Why pray to a picture?’
ought

Troublous Times

Father went to the U ed States |n 19
to earn mone IQJ a et Not long a
terward war ut, and th emenf our
village Jeft to frght—only women, children,
and old men remained.” Our vr Ia e me
under Hungarran rule for a hr e &(t

? anian Soldiers reéurn d too
village back. They ordered us to leave |m



medratelw However, in the haste and con-
fusion of packing beIon?Ings and little ones
Into an oxcart I"Was left behind. You see, |
was the oldest of five children.

ran fo a neighbor, an old man who

had sta%/ed behind, and he sard “Go home,
ur doors ang don’t et anyone In.
Iqurc y obeyed. After | had eafen some
hrcken soup and stuffed cabba e that had
been [eft in th asteoJ epartpe I
I;snlgletby my bed and prayed. Soon'| fell fast
WIFr)en I opened my eyes, it was daylight,
and | sajd: “Oh, thank you, Godll 1'm aljve!”
Thg walls’ were full of buIIet hoIes as there
been shootin When Mother
rea rzed that | was not rth them |n the
next vi age she sent oung eorge omo
cean, who found me dnd t0ok mé back.
Was not Ion% before we could return to our
home village and resume living there.

MI( Desire for Bible Truth
My mather wanted me to be baptized as
aBa tist, Iiutldrd not want tod 0 that be-
causg | could not helieve that a ovrnp God
would burn people forever in hell. Try g
explain, Mother said: “Well, if they’re bad.”
But | replred “If they're bad, kill them off
but dont torture them. T wouldn't even tor-
ture a dog or a cat.”

| rememper that on a beautiful spnng
day, when | was 14 years old, Mother ha
me take the cows out'to pasture, As | lay on

igrass Side nver wrhh a forest In the

p | Tooked jrto t esm a

now you're there; but I don't Tike
any of these religions. You must have one

I realh( believe that God heard my pra er
because that very summer of 1917, two
ble Students (s Jehovan's Witnesses were

then called) came to our village. They were
colporteurs, or full-time ministers, and
they came tq the Baptist church while a ser-
Vicé was being held

Bible Truth Spreads in Romania
A few years before, in 1911, Carol Szabo
and Josif Kiss, who had become Bible Stu-
dents in the United States, returned to Ro-
marirato Infroduce BrbIe truth the[]e Theg
settled in Tirgu-Mures, less than a hundre
miles southedst of our village. Within a few
years, literally hundreds of people respond-
ed to the Kingdom megsage and took up the
Chrrstran ministry. —Maithew 24.14.
Well, when the two goun Bible Students
%me tp the_Baptist Church in our wl o
Ortelec, George Romocean, thou
18 years old, was conducting the servrce
and'was attemptrn to explarn the meanrng
of Romans 12:1, X one o th eyoun
c0 porteurf] stood up nd said: “Brathers,
fnends what s the apostle Paul trying {0
tell us here?”
When | heard that, | was so excited! |
thought, ‘These men must know how to x-
plain’the Bible.” But most of those present
shouted False prophets! We know who you
are!” An uproar followed. But then Georpes
father stood. up and said; “Shut up
What kind of sprrrt IS this—the kind
hat comes from a bottle? It these men have
something fo tell us and You don’t want to
listen, 1'nY inviting them fo my home. Any-
one who wants 0 come IS welCome.”
crte . | ran home and told Mother
what ag happened. | was one of those who
accepted th |nvrtat|on to the Romocean
home. How thrill dlwas that evening to
Iearn from the Bible that there is no birn-
g Il and to see in mg own Romanian BI-
blg God’s name, Jehovah! The colporteurs
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arranged for a Bible Student to visit Rom-

o ean’s home every Sunday to teach us,
The following summer aftt ea%

Was baRtrzed in sympol of my dedication to

Jenova

In trme practrcally the entire Prodan

fami ante cenamr accept-
dﬂ Bgte frut ed?c ted their 7\?65
a?so

ah. Man ters om our Vi aole
10 0, h oung couple
whose ome
Baptrstc urc

erve
terwar teg converte
It mto P ce for the Prble tud ents to
n(]e or stu Serrptura truth srea raP
In near YV'”aﬁ étndb 20 the
wg nearalbout Ingdom  pub |shers In

To the United States

ere eage to share what we had
earne |thm at er, Peter Prodan. But,
amazrngY fore we coud Write, we re-
celved a fetter rom hrm telling usthat he
eomea a |ze servgnto (eova
e( %udre Ith the Bd F 1tu ents (n
Akron, Onio, an hewante | of US to JoIn
|m in the United States. other OWeVer,
re used 10 Ieave Romanra So, In 1921 us-
temone at er had sent me, | Aorned

in Akron. George Romocean and his
brother had aIready Igrated to the States
the year before.

New York the Immiqrat noffrcral didn’t
Know how otrans emy name, Aurelia,
Into ng Ls 50 he said:”“You're Goldre
That has peen m name ever srnce Short-
ly thereafter, on eorg} Rom
cean %nd Iwerem rrre A ear or so lat
er Fa Breturne to Romania and in 1925
rou Akron mg youﬂ%er srster
man|

E/lea%th Motﬁgr aenrdrtthrPest o? the famr?y
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hen | arrived bY shrio at Ellis Island
9 0

e of 15,1

Our Early MrnrstrY in the States

George was a very fo a evote gg
vant 0 Jt]ovah Betwe ? nd 1 ﬁ
we were hlessed with 8 o d]au
ters—Esther, Anne, Goldie Elizabietn, and

Ir(ene A r%rrr]ranraa con%egegronl r\r/\r/ﬁh star1
eetr ngs \were he drnourhonge Eve% ual-

eve months a representative from
%e WQ Id he ri uarters Fr%(ft[l |biee Stu-
ents In Broo [] visited our
congregation an stae Wit
an Su aswe devotedthe hole)
Bo rea Work \We packed our o
[a ut the ql srno rMo
ord an ntt reac |n
rural ter |tory en In the \ nrrvr\?
tended the Watcht erSt X
came t0 ove the preaehr work,
wasP sent 1N Columbus Oro wen
the Brbe] tudents adopted t errdrstrnotrve
name Jenovan’s Witnesses.

i TN

W

JoseghF uther[}ord th (en resﬁde%tyoﬁh
Tower Bibl ract o e

el S
Imout, | ﬁ tha Brodt er Rut erfor wa

wrn W ge Sun sister M
h%r usband, Dan Pegtru came to vrs
er Inner Dan sal etsget ready

%'th emeetrn i
meeti 0
ere a at rother utﬁetltn rde’
anc(a |s ans ehind his bac
ace Epac and fort ant?1 ge Sﬁ
wBrot er'Rut er ord when

o
ou X ptized?
cours not.” | re Ired “You know |
Was baptrze in oman
“Why did VOU et baptized?” he asked.
Because leafned that Jehovah is the



My sister Mary and Father standing,
and me, George, and our daughters
Esther and Anne

true Gorth and I wanted t(? dedicate my life

to‘s‘lelrve r]c tanﬁ;welr,e g At
eerore at!” he replie

If Bro erRu ertord‘le{t theptrugh WOU(S

you leave it?

“Never, nev r"’I%ard Thatbbré) ught me J
Fr}/senses and | said: “Ever ot reag
he meetrn% 'And we tfoop
Brnc How raefu WastoJe ovah rmy

rother-In- aws Iovrng correction!

Managrng During the Depressron
urrn the 5)e ression in the 1930's
times w re hard. One cay George arrrved

home from work very dejected, rnformrng
me that he had been Iard off his Job at
runber actorg orr?/ | 'said, “we
Pe%r\(/% aj Srrch Father | rn hea and he won'
That same dag George m%t a frrend who
hadaiarag daeto tr EQ
eorge ledrned where h ad rc%
tem ecamehomewrt a otmus
rooms. Then he spent our last three

llars
::]I?Ergg : \t/)v?rsekner/?/e h'§3¥V l |Ct(t)tjeI dg t/?s Who?need

“Never mind,” he replied, “gust do s |
? For the next few weeks, w hgdali(ttle
actor rn our ouse ceanrn ac g
g shrooms. We sold the totenr

re taurants and brought home 30 to 4 oI
arsa ay, a fortune tQ us then The ar

erwh o? Ve us permrssronto prckt e mush-
rooms from his pasture said that he had
lived there for 25 X}ears aP had never seen
B mus rog re Jong the rub-
er ac ory called George back to'work,

Maintaining Our Faith _

In 1943 we moved To Los Anqeles Calj-
fornia, and four Xe rs later we settled | rn El-
sinore. \We ?g)ee gﬁcer store there
an ourwho amrlsyt ok turns working i
ttetrme norewash]utas a
towno ah out2 0, and we to frave
0 miles to ano er own for our Christia
meetings nt)épdy Was 10 see.a sma
con regatron formed in Elsinore in 190!
Nowth re are 13 congregations in the same

area.
Ln 1950 our daughter GoI e Elréabetg
¥ 0m most now nowag Rg F
éJmthe atc towerB le Schodl of G
ad In South Lansing, ewYork andwasas
sr ne toVeneéueI asamrssrona .In 1955
oUT youngest daughter, Irene, was happy
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that her hushand was mvrted t0 serve as a
traveIrng minister in the circuit work, Then
In 191, afterattendm_the KrngNdom In-
istry School in South Tansing, New Yor
they were sent fo Thailand, ﬂmetrmesl
missed m ){ ughters so much that | cried
but then 1 tho 9ht Thgtswhatlwanted
them to do.” So I'grabbe zv bag and
went ouf In the reachrng ork. | always

returned home h
n(1966m ea sband Ge ehada
stroe eth W returne me%neeg|

Zuela hec useo eath 1) ﬁem
care for ﬂrm Geor?e dr'g t ?ol owrn

e, ad Was com ort gte fact th ag
ﬁ remgrned arthu t0 Jehovah an
ad recerve hiS heaven reward. After-

war Bet went t)o Serve where
tenee or Krng om reac ers was great-

Myol estda hter, E sther be ame srck
whtnecanc r ied In 1 1 een ]
faithfu servant ofJ ova er life,

By the time of Anne’s death Beth and
Irreer;%hhnad arestur]nneedmgrometherer orel n
r r
preachIng, assqnments, e r.et

care for Thelr Sisters, a gwea
eep% teratrmetto %%
that’s, enoug IWe[)tve co rte ot
ers with precious Br Now we

gromrse?

must allow ourselves to be comforted. Sa-
fan wants to rob us ofour r%y In Serving Je-
hovah, but we can't let hi

Our Faithful Famrly in Romania

M srster Mary and | nade that memora-
ble trip to visit our family (n Romania in
197 Pe of our srst rs ad drﬁd butwe
were able to visit our fh an
fISteeE) Oﬂ%Ye'Ea o Sttrlm IVteoulrnvrsrt Fa
th rang) MotherEW gred Ftavrnﬂ remained
faithful to Jehovah. Many told Us that Fa-
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With my daughters Beth and Irene and
Irene's husband and their two boys, who are
all faithfully serving Jehovah

ther had been a pillar in the conaregation.
Even some of Fs reat- ranrm%1 u%en In
e T T R
the f enr?/ I%who ad rerh/arneg steadfast Iin
Bible tru

In 1970, Romania was under the cru-
el C or(rjt u]nrst regwre of Nicolae Ceauges-
Cll, an Jehovah s |tnesses were eing V-
crous persecute g/ brother John's'son,
Flore, as well as othér relatives of ming,
Bpent many Vears In concentratrun camps
eause 0 terr hristian, Taith, and o
did my hushands first cousin, Gabor Rom-
ocean. No wonder that when we were en-
t[]usted With deIrven co[]respondence 0

the headquarters of Jefiovan’s Witnesses In



New York. our Romanian.br P %thers sarét nat
theuvwoul r]ot rest untr e hear
ere safely out of the country!

‘When we reaIrzed t\hat our visas had ex
Prre e went 0 t gove nment 0 c
HOrte ec. It was a Frid rnoon, an
fhere was onI oneo Icial_on quty. Learn
In whowe d been vrsrtrn% and that our
He hew had heen in a con ﬁ tration camp,
e sald: “Ladles, get out of here!’

“But there 5 1o train leaving today,” my
sister replied.
‘ “t d esnt atter,” he said urgenthé
Ta e abus, Take a train. Ta e a tax1. Walk
Just get out 0 ereasqurc y as you can!

Aswe started to Ie]ave Viie were called
back and Informed that an uﬂsche uled
mr Itar trarn was comrn rou\g

Pr ow |provrdentra at proe
bﬁ aregula tran our papers wou

ked te eated utlsrne rstrarncr
rle mrrt\)rg sonnel and we we['(et
only two cIvilians apoard, no one asked to
see our passports. T eg %have assumed
that we were the grandmothers of some of
the officers.

We arrived at Timisoara the foIIowrng

ornrng and with the help of a friend oL
relative” we were able to et our visas. T
ext r%a[y ere ouf of the countr trt/ g
rou bc ome with us mang/ ?d a
unogrett1 le memories of our | glac ris-
tian brotners and sisters in Romania

In the years foll wrn our visit to Rom-
nia, we hear few etalsa out the preach-
rneq actrvrt rom hrndte [ron Curtain.

wew con ntt tourCrrs an
brothe srsters wou remarn oa]
ur Go —comew at may. And surel eey
avel W atagog It wa to earn that
ovah’ ﬁ Witnesses were lega y recognized
as a, rell %orgﬂnrzatro In"Romania In
April 19901 The following summer we were

delighted with, the reports about the con
ventions held. in Romania. dyover
000 attended in erght cities, and 2.260 were
b tized! Nwtheeare more th
rrng reachrn% work In Romanra
It Prear 6,034 attBnded the Memori-
of Christ’s death.

The Truth Still Precrous to Me
Fora ew years Isto ,oarta rnR/
the emblems’ at th rial. | ohse e

al ‘t”a(!'“e?e?sr&teérs iy ‘tt%ui‘ i

vah grant me the privil aJol
errgwr rﬂ Pt ﬁtgeavenwen otH
ers are such 1uent Tsﬁea kers?’ But When I

did not parta t very disturbed, |
Was asr Iwere reéectrn somethrn After

much stud ravertul su rcatron
began art%krn gc

ain. M e and [0
ret rned and they Ehave never left me. jy
AIthou?h

Ican no longer see to read, |
listen every da totaPeso the Bible and'of
the atchtoweran Awake magazines.
1 also strII share In the_preaching work.
Usually | place between 60 anle aga-
Ztt‘etthc“at“(’“h.tb“t e e e b
Ea P? %]ace 323. With hetgfrrgJ h

qr ers. |'am also.able to deliver arl]
heocratrc Ministry School. |
pyt at | can continug to encgura eot ef
AImost eve Xone In the Kingdom Hall calls
me Grandm
Looking back quer nearlr Xe rs of ded-
(fate%serwc%totehovah thank rmevw
at he has a{roemrtted me to now
E clous truth use my i
ervice. It}m fs rateu that’| haye rved
h? see the IMent o ge marvelqu
(grop ecrest at foretold the rnoat errng

od’s sheeplike ones in these Tast days.
—Isarah 60:22: Zecharigah823 Y
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Spreading Kingdom Seed on Every Occasion

GOD'S Word, the Bible, encourages industri-
ousness. King Solomon said: "In the morning
sow your seed and until the evening do not let
your hand rest; for you are not knowing where
this will have success, either here or there, or
whether both of them will alike be good."— Ec-
clesiastes 11:6.

On every appropriate occasion, Jehovah's
Witnesses sow "seed" by preaching the good
news of God's Kingdom. In over 230 lands
and island groups, they continue "without letup
teaching and declaring the good news about the
Christ, Jesus." (Acts 5:42) The following experi-
ences illustrate how Jehovah's Witnesses are 'not
letting their hands rest' in the preaching work.

O Inthe Republic of Cape Verde, one of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses was walking by a prison while
engaged in the field ministry. In the prison's
courtyard, some prisoners were perched in a
tree. Observing the Witness down be
low, the prisoners cried out for some
magazines. The Witness tied a number
of Watchtower and Awake! maga-
zines to a stone and threw them
over the prison wall. As a result
of this initial interest, 12 Bible studies
were started. Three of the prisoners
have dedicated their lives to God
and have presented themselves for
water baptism. One of the prisoners
has been serving as a full-time evan-
gelizer, or pioneer, for over a year
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now. How, though, do they conduct field service

activities in prison? First the prison is divided into

territories. Then the territory is distributed among

the three Witnesses and worked from

cell to cell. These Kingdom pro-

claimed follow up on interest in

much the same way as Jehovah's

Witnesses around the world do— by

making return visits. One difference, however, is

the frequency with which Bible studies are con-

ducted. Rather than study the Bible just once or

twice a week for an hour or so, some prison-

ers study every day! Additionally, the Witnesses

have been given permission by the general di-

rector of the prison to conduct all congregation
meetings inside the prison.

O A woman in Portugal inherited a number
of Watch Tower publications following her
grandmother's death. Since she was not one
of Jehovah's Witnesses, she had no interest in
keeping the books. However, she did not want
to destroy them. One day she told one of Je-
hovah's Witnesses who called on her in the
door-to-door ministry about the library. The
Witness asked her if she had any idea of the li-
brary's real value. The woman replied: "As

a matter of fact, | don't know their

real value, but how can | find

out?" The woman accepted

a Bible study, and soon

she came to treasure

her grandmother's li-

brary. Now she too

is a baptized Witness

of Jehovah. Moreover,

her daughter and a close

friend of the family are also

studying the Bible. What a

valuable inheritance this col-
lection of books proved to bel



QUESTIONS FROM READERS

What should a Christian do when called for
jury duty?

In some lands, the judicial system uses juries se-
lected from the citizenry. Where this prevails, a
Christian must decide how to respond when di-
rected to report for jury duty. Many Christians
have in good conscience concluded that Bible
principles do not rule out appearing, even as Sha-
drach, Meshach, and Abednego complied with
the directive of the Babylonian government to ap-
pear on the plain of Dura and as Joseph and
Mary went to Bethlehem at the direction of the
Roman authorities. (Daniel 3:1-12; Luke 2:1-4)
There are, though, factors that sincere Christians
can consider.

The use of juries is not universal. In some lands,
civil and criminal cases are decided by a pro-
fessional judge or a panel of judges. Elsewhere,
what is known as common law prevails, and juries
are part of the judicial process. Still, most people
have only a vague idea of how juries are select-
ed and what they do. So getting an overview will
be helpful whether you face jury duty or not.

God's people recognize Jehovah as the Su-
preme Judge. (Isaiah 33:22) In ancient Israel,
experienced men who were upright and impartial
served as judges to resolve disputes and decide
questions of law. (Exodus 18:13-22; Leviticus 19:
15; Deuteronomy 21:18-21) By the time Jesus
was on earth, the judicial function was handled by
the Sanhedrin, the Jewish high court. (Mark 15:1;
Acts 5:27-34) There was no provision for the av-
erage Jew to be on a civil jury.

Other lands used juries made up of citizens.
Socrates was tried by 501 jurors. Trial by jury ex-
isted also in the Roman Republic, though this was
abolished under the emperors. Later, King Hen-
ry lll of England provided for the accused to be
judged by his neighbors. It was felt that since they
knew the accused, their judgment would be fairer
than procedures in which he tried to prove his
innocence by combat or by surviving some or-

deal. As time went by, the jury system changed
into an arrangement whereby a group of citizens
were to hear a case and reach a verdict based on
evidence. A professional judge guided them on
points of evidence.

There is variety in the types of juries, the num-
ber of jurors, and what is involved in reaching a
verdict. For example, in the United States, a grand
jury of from 12 to 23 members decides whether
there is enough evidence for a person to be indict-
ed for a criminal offense; it does not determine
guilt or innocence. Similarly, in a coroner's jury
(jury of inquest), the jurors weigh evidence to de-
cide whether a crime was committed.

When most people think of a jury, they have in
mind a panel of 12 citizens at a trial— either a
civil dispute or a criminal case— who hear testi-
mony to decide guilt or innocence. This is a petit
(small) jury, in contrast with a grand jury. Gener-
ally, the court sends notices to appear for jury
duty to individuals selected from lists of voters,
licensed drivers, or the like. Some may automat-
ically be disqualified, such as convicted felons
and the mentally incompetent. Depending on local
law, others— such as doctors, clergymen, law-
yers, or owners of small businesses— may claim
exemption. (Some may be exempted because they
have strong personal, conscientious objections
to jury service.) Yet, authorities are increasingly

In Our Next Issue
True Peace— From What Source?
Weddings That Honor Jehovah

Do You Remember?
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eliminating exemptions so that all are obliged to
report for jury duty, perhaps repeatedly over the
years.

Not all reporting for jury duty necessarily sit as
jurors in a trial. From a pool of persons called
for jury duty, some are selected at random as
potential jurors for a particular case. Then the
judge identifies the parties and their attorneys and
describes the nature of the case. He and the at-
torneys examine each potential juror. This is the
time to speak up if one has a conscientious reason
for not serving because of the nature of that case.

The group needs to be reduced to the number
who will actually sit through the trial of that case.
The judge will dismiss any whose impartiality may
be questioned because of possible interest in the
case. Also, the attorneys for each side have the
prerogative to dismiss a few jurors. Any who are
dismissed from that jury panel return to the jury
pool to await random selection for other cases.
Some Christians in this situation have used the
time to do informal witnessing. After a number of
days, a person's jury duty is fulfilled, whether he
has actually sat as a juror or not.

Christians strive 'to mind their own business,’
not getting involved in "other people's matters."
(1 Thessalonians 4:11; 1 Peter 4:15) When a Jew
asked Jesus to judge a matter about inheritance,
he responded: "Man, who appointed me judge or
apportioner over you persons?” (Luke 12:13, 14)
Jesus came to declare the Kingdom good news,
not to arbitrate legal matters. (Luke 4:18, 43) Je-
sus' response may have moved the man to use the
method for settling disputes that was set out in
God's Law. (Deuteronomy 1:16, 17) Valid as such
points are, responding to a direction to report for
jury duty is different from involving oneself in the
business of others. It is closer to the situation of
Daniel's three companions. The Babylonian gov-
ernment commanded them to report to the plain
of Dura, and their doing so did not violate God's
Law. What they did thereafter was another mat-
ter, as the Bible shows.— Daniel 3:16-18.

After God's servants ceased to be under the
Mosaic Law, they had to deal with secular courts
in various lands. The apostle Paul urged "holy
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ones" in Corinth to settle differences within the
congregation. While referring to the judiciary of
secular courts as "unrighteous men," Paul did not
deny that such had a place in handling secular
affairs. (1 Corinthians 6:1) He defended himself
in the Roman judicial setting, even appealing his
case to Caesar. It is not as if secular courts are fun-
damentally wrong.— Acts 24:10; 25:10, 11.

Secular courts are a function of "the superior
authorities.” Such "stand placed in their relative
positions by God," and they make and enforce
laws. Paul wrote: "It is God's minister to you for
your good. But if you are doing what is bad, be
in fear: for it is not without purpose that it bears
the sword; for it is God's minister, an avenger to
express wrath upon the one practicing what is
bad." Christians do not 'oppose the authority' as
it carries out such legal functions, for they do not
want to 'take a stand against it' and receive judg-
ment— Romans 13:1-4; Titus 3:1.

In balancing factors, Christians should consider
whether they can submit to certain demands made
by Caesar. Paul counseled: "Render to all [the su-
perior authorities] their dues, to him who calls for
the tax, the tax; to him who calls for the trib-
ute, the tribute; to him who calls for fear, such
fear." (Romans 13:7) That is straightforward as to
a monetary tax. (Matthew 22:17-21) If Caesar
says that citizens must give of their time and ef-
forts to clean roads or perform other work that is
among Caesar's functions, each Christian must
decide whether to submit— Matthew 5:41.

Some Christians have viewed jury service as
rendering to Caesar what belongs to Caesar.
(Luke 20:25) In jury duty the task is to hear
evidence and offer an honest opinion on points
of fact or law. For example, on a grand jury,
the jurors decide whether the evidence warrants
someone's being brought to trial; they do not de-
termine guilt. What of a common trial? In a civil
case, the jury might award damages or compen-
sation. In a criminal case, they are to determine
whether the evidence supports a guilty ver-
dict. Sometimes they recommend which sentence
stipulated by law should be applied. Then the gov-
ernment uses its authority "to express wrath upon



the one practicing what is bad," or "to inflict pun-
ishment on evildoers."— 1 Peter 2:14.

What if a Christian does not feel that his con-
science permits him to serve on a particular jury?
The Bible does not mention jury duty, so he can-
not say, 'lt is against my religion to serve on any
jury/ Depending on the case, he might state that
serving on the jury for a particular case is against
his personal conscience. That might be so if a
case involves sexual immorality, abortion, man-
slaughter, or another issue on which his thinking is
shaped by Bible knowledge, not by mere secular
law. In reality, though, it is quite possible that the
trial he is selected for does not involve such issues.

A mature Christian would also reflect on wheth-
er he would share any responsibility for the
sentence rendered by judges. (Compare Genesis
39:17-20; 1 Timothy 5:22.) If a guilty verdict is
in error and the death penalty is imposed, would
a Christian on the jury share bloodguilt? (Exodus

22:2; Deuteronomy 21:8; 22:8; Jeremiah 2:34;
Matthew 23:35; Acts 18:6) At Jesus' trial Pilate
wanted to be "innocent of the blood of this man."
The Jews readily said: "His blood come upon us
and upon our children."— Matthew 27:24, 25.

If a Christian reported for jury duty, as directed
by the government, but because of his personal
conscience declined to serve on a particular case
despite the insistence of the judge, the Christian
should be prepared to face the consequences— be
that a fine or imprisonment.— 1 Peter 2:19.

In the final analysis, each Christian faced with
jury duty must determine what course to follow,
based on his understanding of the Bible and his
own conscience. Some Christians have reported
for jury duty and have served on certain juries.
Others have felt compelled to decline even in the
face of punishment. Each Christian has to decide
for himself what he will do, and others should not
criticize his decision.— Galatians 6:5.

Jehovah's Witnesses to Hold International Conventions

The Governing Body of Jehovah's Witness-
es is planning to hold international conventions
during 1998. This announcement met with an
enthusiastic response at the annual meeting of
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of
Pennsylvania, held at the Jersey City Assembly
Hall on Saturday, October 5, 1996.

Along with the usual district conventions, a
number of international conventions will be held
in North America during the middle of 1998. It
is expected that these gatherings will bring to-
gether hundreds of thousands of Witnesses from
many parts of the earth. To allow as many
lands as possible to be represented, each of the
more than 100 branch offices of the Watch Tow-
er Society will have an allotment of delegates
for a designated international convention city in
North America.

Obviously, not all who would like to travel to
North America will be able to do so. However,

it may be possible for thousands to attend an
international convention closer to their home.
Arrangements are being made for international
conventions to be held in two or three coun-
tries in Europe and others in Africa, Asia, Latin
America, the South Pacific, and the Caribbean.

At an appropriate time, the Society's branch
offices will advise congregations in their respec-
tive territories about the convention city or cities
to which they are invited. Information will be
given concerning convention dates and the ar-
rangements for selecting delegates. Those who
have in mind filling out applications for delegate
selection may wish to start saving some of their
funds in anticipation of these special events.

All of Jehovah's Witnesses worldwide can
look forward to what is in store at these interna-
tional gatherings for 1998. District conventions
in all countries will carry a similar program.
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N Sweden, Church
and State have en-
joyed a close relation-
ship for more than

In recent years the Lu-
theran Church has contin-
ued to lose its grip.in Swe-
den. This was inevitable,

400 years. Now the mar- - since 10 percent of Sne-
riage between religion and den’s inhabitants are non-
government is weakening. Lutheran immigrants, in-

~ Lutheranism was estab-
lished as the State religion
In 1593, and all Swedgs
had to be haptized mem-
bers. Ifears later, during
the 1850's, an adjustment
was made. It was no lon-
([;er necessary for Swedes

0 be baptized; neverthe-
less, they were still consid-
ered members of the Lu-
theran Church, As such,
they were reguired to pay
1 percent of their taxed in-
come to support the

cluding Jews, Catholics,
and. Muslims. Thus, at the
beginning of 1996, only
86 percent of Swedes he-
longed to the Lutheran
Church, and the number
continues to_decline,
The growing apathy is
forcing a rift between
Church and State. Already,
It has been declared that
the king need not be a
Lutheran, and children
born to a Lutheran parent
are not automatically con-

?et, most of which is col-
ected through taxes.” Af-
ter the turn of the ce_nturY,
the church will appoint s
own bishops. _
While apathy and falling
membershlﬁ plague Chris-
tendom, Jehoval's Witness-
es in Sweden continug to
flourish. The Year-
hook 0fJehovah’ Witnesses
reports that there are 24,-
487 publishers of God’s
Kingdom in that land, and
close to 10 percent are
preaching as full-time pio-
neer ministers. Many of
these are reaching ot for
(F{reater privileges of service.
or example, during the
1995 district conventions
ofJehovah’s Witnesses, 20

A 403-Year Marriage

Isin Trouble

church and to pay for cer-
tain civil services rencered
by the church. More re-
céntly another change oc-
curred. Begllnnln in 1952,
Swedes could withdraw le-

ally from the church and

ereby be exempt from
paying a major part of the
church tax.
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Sidered members of the

Lutheran State Church.

Furthermare, according

to The Dallas Mornin

News, by the year 2000,

“local parishes and the state

must appraise and divide

up vast amounts of proFer-
. The church must cut its
168 hillion annual bug-



married.couples submitted  sionary service in different Thus, as Christendom’s
applications for missionary ~ parts of the world. Un- millions are suffering break-
training at theWatchtower  doubtedly, their fine exam-  down of spirit, Jehovah's
Bible School of Gilead. At~ ple and eéncouraging letters  Witnesses “cry out Aoyfully
that time, there were about ~ and visits have a stimulating  because of thé good ¢ondii-
75 Swedish graduates of past  effect on those now conteni-  tion of the heart.”—Isaiah
classes who were out inmis-  plating this grand privilege. ~ 65:13,14.
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WILL WE EVER BE RID OF SCENES LIKE THIS?

WHEREVER we turn these days, we see images of tension, conflict, and
war. But it is not the purpose of this magazine to add to all the bad news
that you already know. Rather, this special issue will introduce to you at
least two comforting truths. First, that ancient prophecies in the Bible ac-
tually foretold much of the shocking bad news of our era; second, that
this same book of prophecy foretells a day when such scenes as the one
pictured here will belong to the past. No more wars. No more bombings,
snipers, land mines, or terrorism. No more anguished orphans or home-
less refugees. A world of genuine, heart-soothing peace. Would you like
to see such a time? We urge you to consider what the Bible has to say.
You may find more comfort there than you ever thought possible.



