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The Spread of
FUNDAMENTALISM

amentalism—a few short de-  sure. gs and gubhc bonfires of books
I:éa es aqo, this was no .more than a cons(! ere Iasg Mous e%re constani. re-
minori movgment withi rotes In erﬁot cuo‘ws of Fn mentalists.
tantism.”How things have c arwed BrucEe Italian |n ncla week ondo Eco-
B. LawLence a comme ta][or on rF on, P cosale at Just ?] ut eve(r e]re
rote tah ars ag e}ww} ave &ta Ism 1S “on the attack ‘i t
or?see ata] the en H) Ot centu- nameo
% undamentalism* ecome SFC an Fundamentfa Ists are often portra ed as
portant.an gveno esswet emﬁ or the ext eme and fanatic, hatchm rau
mass me 2 an umversn researc clarr Ing ou terronsf1 %Peop
Yet, that IS\?/at has ggene WS- areaar edat the growt s% n%ro%o
Paper reports o woleBt street demonstra- s?omum ne e razmne a-
urders, antiabortion movements, OI% sfk unirn, in udﬂsw angd
tlca r|st|an oalIfjon .1 mer|

political manetiverings by religious pres-

*Aandament list is one who oIds tledI totra- gaPegé?e Isrgm IS un L‘%’ﬂe” i
s R R e P R
e T ATECE llles Kep# stiggests?

THE WATCHTOWER—- MARCH 1, 1997 3



Fundamen jsm.
‘ ht/hatls t

HERE did fundamentalism
%tart? At the etrhd olfthe |ast cen-
ury, liberal theologians were
chan mg the¥r theEt {0 accommodate
| er C |t|(:|sm of the Blbe and scientif-
Tortes fsuc as, evolution. As a result,
Eeo e’s con |dence In the Blble Was shaken.
servative re| lous |ead ers in the Un|t
tates reacted yttxmﬁ]w at th ey cal ed
the undamentals of fai in the
20th century, they ubhshedadls ssmnof
these fun mentas Ina serles of volumes
entitled The Funaamentals: A Testimony
to the Truth. From this title comes the term
“fundamentalism.”

In the first half of the 20th century, fun-
damentalism made news from time to time.
For example, In 1925 rehﬁlous fungamen-
ta Ists took a schoolteac er named John

%om ennessee USA., to court_ In
what became known' as the Scopes trial.

His crime? He was teachin evo utton and
that Wa? agajnst state Ia 0se as
some believeq that undamenta ism wolld
be shgrt {IVQ[d tIn 1926, Chrlstla]n Ctentu-

rotestant ma azme said that it was
h? 3 tificial” and ‘WEtI [Iackmg?
in qua |t|es of constructive achievement 0
survwal How wrong that assessment wes!

ghes §glled FIV§ é&tso Fundamenta Lsm, de-
fing

?&rﬁgﬁx %?rghns on (@ Ira Ig]faqd

resur I’GC%
I

e hegt On e eartEh rﬂ gca iy |a
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Since the 1970%, fundamentalism has
constantly been in the news. Professor Mi-
roslav \olf, of FuIIer Theolo |caI Semma
Calornla 3% ﬂment Sl

as not on survgye utaci ourtse

ord “fundamentalism” applies
not nI to Protesta { movemﬁnts hut alf
tq those in other e |g|oné such as Catho
cism, Islam, Judaism; and Hinduism.

A Reaction to Qur Times

Why the spread of fundamentahsm?
Those who study It attrlpute It, at least In
art to.the moral apd religious uncertalhty

gr times. In ear]ier years moFt socletles
Ived in an afmosphere’ of moral certainty
based on traditional beliefs. Now those be
liefs are challenged or retected Many 1
tellectuals asser that there Is no Go and
that man 1 alone in n|Hd|f ere tuglvere
Man smenttsts teaf at mankind 1s.t
%su tofch ance evolution, not of the actli)ns

OV'n.([l Creator, A ermts ve menta |t(¥
revats he world 1s pla %%J ed with a loss of
ora vaIues onall levels of society.—2 Tim-

of
Fyundamentahsts ha her after the old cer-
tlntles and some 0 temsrg)ve 0 rhn
etre thumttes and nations gc to whd
% % eel are ropgr moral an octrina
ou dathons T all In therr power to
force others to |ve accor mg t0.a cor[%
?ral code anﬁt splstem 0 f ctrinal be |
undamenta é stronpyconvmce that
e IS rlght and others are”wrong. Profe ?
sor James Barr, in his book Fundamenta



ism,says that fundamentalism “is often felt
to be a hostile and oBPro rous term, sug-
gestm narrowness, dlgotry, scurantis
nd sectarianism.

Smc(? nob0d¥ likes to be called narrow,
bigoted, or sectarjan, not all agree on who
I5°a fundamentalist and who 13 not, There
are, nowever, certain aspects that charac-
terize religios fundamentalism.

Identlfrmg a Fundamentalist
Religious fun amentallsm |s usuall %
attempt to preserve what I3 e|eve? ?
the or ? gmal éradltlons or Lellglous Deliers of
a culture and to oppose what |s perce|ve as
the secular splrlt f the world. That |s not
{0 say that fundamentalists or{)posea that
|s modern. Some use modern communica-
Pn verye ectwelr f0 promote their cimt

of view, Bt they fight against the secular-
|zat|ono Soclety.

n]e fundamentahst are determmgd
not only to preserve for themselves a tra
t|ona tructureo doctrines or wa of life
ut to Impose these onot ers, to? nes%
C|a stru tures so that t ey con orm Wlt
he fun amen‘allst beliefs. The C
Ic fu ?amen |stt refqre, W|IInot “
|mse to rejfctha ortlan ma we
ressure the”leqisfators of his counr
romote laws ou awmg abortion. |n oagl
ccordlng to the newspaper La ReP
ca, In order to have an antiabortion law ap-
proved, the Catholic Church conducted "3
war’ in wh|ch (Jt (deployed all |ts owe%and
Influence.” In doing so; th ? ? authorl-
tlaswere actmg very much like fundamen-

Ists. The Protestant Christian Coalition
In the United States fights similar Wars

Fundamentalists are dlstlngmshed above
* Se(w rization” m?ans stre%s [ﬁllethe selcular

OB A it O SRF et bt

all by their deep-rooted religious convic-
tIOﬁ Thus, a Protestant fu a entalls

eaconvmg gromnem e|t
mterpretaﬂono Including
fltera lef that the ealxrth Wﬁ Créate I|n SIX

o doubte‘.y gbout t%e m? an ?tryg? %esgo%aes

Itis un erstan Jable, then, why the term
Tunda.men} ism” evokes the imiage of un-
reasomn? anaticism_and why tnose who
re not P mentalllsts are uHeasy When

?/ f“ amentalsms rea mg In-
dividuals % a%/ ﬁlgree Ith fundamen-
talists and be appalled by their political

In 1926
aProtestant magazine
describedfundamentalism
as  ‘hollowand
and “wholly lacking the
qualities o fconstructive
achievement orsurvival”

maneuverings and their sometimes violent

act|ons ngged fungamentnhsts o? one re-
am] orrified at eact|osof

seo other reli |on|St alqng/

H pe%oear concerned apouf t t|
voke the spread of damenta
gerowm moafllaxn¥ eossof Ith,

zsagu eth rejection of spiritlality n mo em

IS undamentallsm the_ only response to
these trends? If not, what |sth)e/ alt F%natlve
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A BETTER WAY

oV SWITNESSES are concerned  he appealed.to their mind and hearts. H
‘Jlg é erosronofsorrrtualrt In.the Dneve[t)hatﬁréheaveng jh oodﬁg
wor and the immora |t an eligious  upright” Go ecrg owad en
unﬁertarntyt at_pervad cre Asaret emrna false oog n ég stice from
sut they are soHtetr es catW trndarn gaceo f{eearth g% ence, hg
talists. Buf are they? No. W ave ﬂsee to repress those wh %rsar
trong re grous canvictions, t}e{y are not  with Im nthe contr ?W éwast e ort
undamental l)StS in éhe sense that'the term dox religious eadef]so IS aywhotrre to
?come to De used. They do not pressyre  repress Jesus.—Jonn
po itical lea ehs t0 romoeacertargpornt Je o%ahsthesses ave stron convrc
0T View, and they do not resort {0 emon tions anout _religious octrrnes
st"]atrorhs and vroIence a %rnst thos(e with manlfests lid value mthe atter
omt e¥ ave found abet- ~ als. L eaéposteP they ar con
ter way hey |tatet elr Leader, Jesus ¥c]e B e I8 Onhf “one L0 one
Christ: ith, one esians 4 Thely

IS
JehovahsWrtnesses are convinced that re also aw%g {nJESéS words; “Nafrow

crampe l‘he road Iea ing o

religious truth exists, that it is found In gle an
otk (o 831740 Bit i Mq e 00 i o
eaghes Christians to fe and ggo mrri orgeto?tltvers ﬂo tih HOfQOH
Jeoneble_qualites oL Qo poba - jeimtat Baulan ﬁﬁos i oso
OW,S,SSa”a |crﬁntrheGalgfrar%sog of 3anahé (Pes 110 qEec Mg 16con |9 10 G
i R
ReIr jous fundamentaljsm, as the word
bl o) 0 S usec?toda i S i
O(J frutts.” James gddelct The fr [a ISts Use many strate |es—|nclud|n Vio-
rf]ngﬁteous s has It seed sown U ence—tormp et e"an“nc ESOHSCIE
oin become an | te
Pneacpegéecon_ajetlrr%rgsé tsortsno%e who are maﬁ ‘f] él Qg% dlsugt EHA
%ehovahsWrtnesses re ember that tUS‘r‘r (“owe U enOnPes oft
U 1S reat| 1y concered 2 bou truth, He harmo vyrth t]hose wor& Jehovah s
f)rn o I%te o thrsrlnha\(]et il Teses haintain st neutraIrtX in no i
orh, ang Tar fhis have come Into te 3 con roversies. And, s the |t | e
o e oy e '”e‘evsr%sté’ntre peDeT “O“t} agina ecknope ddyq g
trelord advocate of trutpt d not see Foree e o any every L
to Impose his convictions on others Rather,  wmsuemso+s
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free to a%cept or redect What theg/asa " The

result? The peaceable Bible ele ¢ of the
Wltnessesatracts eo eofa f fs, even
Iarosze gvho were once fundamentalists.—Isa-

AWorld With Solid Values

The thnesses refo nize that humans
cannot so |ve the that concern fun-
amenta |sts U cannot Torce a Person to
eteve In Go o(to accept %ur ersonal set
trehe 3 Thin mgt t's gtsgos
to some “of the worst hofrors of

hlstor such as the Crusades, the medieval
In uigl t|ons and the * conver lons” of the
erican | Fans \-Ioweverl ou trust |n

God XOU WI eW| ling to Ieav matters in
Accordl tothe Bll%e God has set a lim-
emw IC

tt;t’téath A 00 1 G s
WS § Cause sufterl
ain That t|merhas alimost ex |re Iq
ready JesUs 1S ruhn% as King In G sheav
enly Kingdom. and Soon tha Klngdom will
act'to re ove human overnmen an tae
Zverte a to a é} vermn man |n

t velation 1151&
esu th be %Wor wide v|%a1rad|se in Jt
neace an gteousness | be abun

tthat |m there will be no uncertaln
% bout owthe true God should be wor
SIE “Th eng teoHst nifeveswg
5ess t ee rth. “and they will reside for ver
?on it.” (Psalm 37:29 Such eternal values
a owq mdneas truth, justice, and gbo%d
nessw Iétmp for the tood of all 0
ent mankin

Lookln% forward fo that time, the psalm-
l(st éas poetic fashion: © s for foving-
Indness ﬁnd frueness, they ave met ea
ﬁther f teousHess and geace—t ey e
I5sed ﬂt er. Trueness itself
sprout out oft e very earth, and rlghteous

Jehovah's Witnessesinvite
acquainted with the good news of the
Kingdom of God

Y
Fvew a oo1u ang our ownﬁand wt
Yte melﬂ ore him i teousn%ss If-
stee V\nn ! —P%ra]tﬂnt W|IIma e away by his
h|Ie o(auanot chan e the (Yvorld WWe

sl fhs b 65 ¥u¥ i

Us, We C

nat God wi nt ash
shtEer In that new world Y)\/e |It
a nﬂ]the%meekre erre to t}tNe samtﬁ

eek ones themsel esém Hjoesst
elr ex-
ance o eace.

XX S5 >

O D

a ?\]te%P d? tmt&eséh rts and Besses
o? n 0 SWh 58% rorrﬁtseswon-
Al ] i
0 |tsée3|r but ethe{)ﬁ% sgthe Il
0d remains orever —1
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
"Let Your Light Shine Before Men"

IN HIS Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus said to his dis-
ciples: "You are the light of
the world." He went on to
urge them: "Let your light
shine before men, that they
may see your fine works
and give glory to your Fa-
ther who is in the heavens."
— Matthew 5:14-16.

In Italy the fine works of
Jehovah's Witnesses have
not gone unnoticed. For ex-
ample, their good conduct
when attending their annual
conventions brings praise to
God, as the following re-
ports bear out:

1 For years a woman in
Terni, Italy, helped her daughter run a cafe that
was located near the stadium in that city. She re-
lates: "I noticed a huge difference between those
who came for soccer games and the delegates at
the conventions of Jehovah's Witnesses there.
The Witnesses were more modest in their dress,
and they were honest and respectful. | often used
to ask myself how people of various races could
get along so well.

"One day a Witness stopped me on the street
and asked if | knew God's name. | did not, and
since | knew that Jehovah's Witnesses are good
people, | agreed to have her visit me. | had ques-
tions about the condition of the dead, which she
answered from the Bible. Without hesitation, |
accepted a Bible study, and two weeks later | be-
gan attending meetings.

"My daughter at first opposed me, but my con-
duct and determination changed her attitude.
| began to study nine months ago. Today my
daughter and her husband make appreciative

8 THE WATCHTOWER—- MARCH 1, 1997

comments to the Witnesses
who patronize their cafe. As
for me, | was baptized at a
convention in this stadium."

1 After a convention in
Roseto degli Abruzzi, a
campsite manager observed:
"I have noticed that Jeho-
vah's Withesses are very
honest in all they do. Last
week, | had 40 of them at
my campsite, and they did
not create any problems. On
the contrary, they are the
only ones who come and tell
you if they have an extra
person staying in their trail-
er or tent. As far as | am
concerned, they are the best

customers you can have."

1 After the same convention, a hotel manag-
er stated: "Jehovah's Witnesses are all peaceful.
They are not rowdy, and they go to bed early.
They are really kind, honest, and well behaved.
It would be wonderful if everybody were like
them. Others steal everything— vases, ashtrays,
even toilet paper and sugar! Nothing like that has
ever happened with you. When your children take
ice creams from the refrigerator in the evening, |
don't bother to go and check what they have tak-
en. They figure out what they owe me and come to
pay immediately. | have the utmost trust in them.
How wonderful it would be if others were like that!
I wish all my guests were Jehovah's Witnesses."

Jehovah's Witnesses are well-known in Italy, as
in many other parts of the earth. They 'maintain
their conduct fine among the nations' and thus
bring praise to the true God, whose name they
bear.— 1 Peter 2:12.



Are ﬁ% gd y for
VAH'S day?
“The great day ofJehovah is near. It is near,

and there is a hurrylng ofit very ZEPHANIAH 114,

OV S reat and fear-ins |r 18-20) Yes, God will then destroy his ene-
soo comg_upan this m|es nd saveh|s eo le.

em o thlns he crlptures sattached asense of ur-
r| hed Jehovah ne of attle en to Je For instance, Z
ark ess stre nquish, alarm, a Nia wrote T tday Jehova IS
S il el o iy
Y ? &oer e?h”h LPr 33

| det away safe 2:30-32; Amos 5: the mote Urgent today because Go

. Why should we h f
ho I-le);v do the Scriptures describe the day of Je- ﬁehova S (?” gwe ave a sense of urgency about
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Chr%f Executrone SthSeN (t)(r(n% Jesus |sCthrfS
SR L
ready(Tlor?t 3

aghh detefeat I e
el B B 0 o’ e

n
\}ehsd ?s ﬁere 2Thessaon|arﬁ22 But
there re 0_basic reafs Hese

q%tPae}uP%ad sard
g Sac'ttqn dt%:ﬁ S t Qo0
1jlnessaonrar]s wlnﬁr ﬁeo?the
na,” we Ves awalt t ent of
thos Wor§ g einrel 1242)The essamonrans
?LSO eke %t fevr cef f
ova rea ad arrrve or Pau tod
mes frr g TCR ssaT)on?estsst%e i 5
%u?t\ravro etﬁose Wogﬁ ﬁ t%lnttg ?% |et
i
?0 Istendom esprt%t elr |

ed e pectatron tho 1 tFuI
ol el )
F%ven %rewa fgveve al] onh

!Eé? asentrg%vvgart Jeerq%vagj e stay art

B “th t
hovahewrlt?re“érn Sreseltec refa ogdaﬁg Tj
sus(f sé ; Fﬁsaonra 5 he
??%Omldﬁ huscrh uat] share\éarcrgusr as

ousand Vear errgne eat?on 268] In
z‘hhnshr%t senﬁt“%tt%”tordn%at‘)t”vto Ie“a%%ddd‘ear%‘

gﬁ{%s onre\nai |32,] tl)Veltl)hsatd\é}t/ews gnrrsts

C rc ersh regardin
relurn anH ate matters garding
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line

It Wes
i e |
N securri then sH et/r

the second century CE., Papias ler-

orsentet Ine xectatros f ous
||t earth_durin t

|gno hrist. Justan

gsrrn L Gl err?nﬁ

OE fen uso ons tal

ter e Roman rreJ 2 gest Jests
would Apeat vrsrb atan, it reign
In earthly J Srusaler

5H|st0L|an Phili rP Schaff noted Jhat “the
LRI B e
? avrsrﬁe reign of Christ In ﬁ]or
on earth with errsnsarns ora d/

Sﬁ”dég s, EIofe e gencral T ”%%
Flt ames astrn ates e{r tr
1an, lrenaeus, an E yéd] s sfill look for
%s e gvent of Jesus rrst but with
t % gan rine Fa renwﬁeene an,evr/crr
e
IS postpone toa |stant uture.”
Jehovah’s Da and Jesus Presence
6Mrsonc tions hav ektd 'f g
81 ¥ ntusn Hﬁlsnu rn%/tr EF re
o i pilbe
an req te d cations of Jsehovft W
Hesses ﬁave often Erovrded f tura ew
encegit hrist’s pres nce(ﬁg& nint
ear So, then, what esus say
bout IS presence’

er dllo ebo Ie
ch owgrgérbev%rrd S‘Frat ocr o rt]\?e\% He

Q%E%t vt FERAID, nolars, S abau
fhould we f?nt conclude that Jehovah’s

ay i ong way



TJesus’ senc becameat0| for dis-  God can strengthen you to have ew rd-
cuss on shgrt %re tys death. R te hear mi;g %aretln tﬁe wor)h ahead. —Pﬁ |pp?ans
ny es ruction of Jeru- |m0

ﬁems § Peter a es, fo etod K| dom chln work
rew as henW| these andot er eatur esu res
”‘rte’és ean teV%Ionc usn?nsh ntogysour nceeraaelgertg Port OWslel e
E or} Mathew 5413 ark )[3 }e Lrue Jesu Conc ntl nhat
”hw ?Jess retold wars, nnn% rnobo Rws nelf ertﬂ a}n
ana ot er atures 0 e o te eavens ort e Son. but only t
3|n sence and econc u3|on of at er (Mat % 30) But ¥
sey Wgs ea 0 sald: “He th a] H %canmp s to be ready ¥or 1 at
as ndure tot] § eone hat w av and hour
save ﬂ %V\{]ewﬂ Ve
endure 0 t

tf] £, €00 of our The}/ Were Ready
resent Ife or to the end of this wicked ~ DTo survive the great. da){ of Jehovah

y8Befor the end, an es ecially s t ¥ve mosrt tsrtt’il \avvga etﬁ]m{m@ n/nﬁtntanssta?dd
e RallE JW e gdansga i
h ﬁm”d%mwf% reachlesd |(r)t0 lnhws gw g éydestroyy W|c?<d] umans tn
tal & th totra ! esﬁlto : re73ence esusngg?t]r n%utshtagseri d S(
Jhons %a fle% %n[]orej tn omacn%m E)X“’ 0ah eree seothaes rese\rltv%eeolft osgga
ergéa In 7 EeP%YtVIScd’X t§5“ %ﬁgt tﬁs H]e%ore the roo eattn%/an drpn[qn

news “was preached In. all creation arryln fln women etng ﬂtven Iﬂ mar

ﬁtat IS under heaven ?Co osstan3123j To- Ffage E (héhea ttgtOzE Inlo éﬂfeéttgtﬁdl trhto

é e\{gr &nardj eebEXt%rhSoI\\;aet s W ood came and swept them al] away S0t
ses ntal thegt Qdearth unn? H]resence of the Son of man W"I%vay, —Mat-
oW

e
e last ars Go aso enedt e Wa
9reat ltness to pe \ge ? |ke us oah and is famil J|ved in
ern H(et Wit Jotntenes other facl ent Wor lﬁls(?be lent an
|t|esw \ide, Jehovah's organization Is oftetrue God” maenahz
or mcrease act|V|t faken wives

s}?n
0IS ven In “un- ey fat ereda
Pouc%W territory.” (Romans n)Does miamous Ne Jm—bul Q/ w
éour eartggutoo uruto LF M?

sh BVer,

ving awitne ore he el comes’| st D es@/ énlg "Beter 18 emo

1. (a What are me features. of t %lgn of Je- \What M d|d Jesus make as recorded at
resenee g the conc usion 0 ,{NE system g
z 0 ow ow that it is possible to stay

of 2y, We De save
8 E]%Pogée ace mqls?nt}g b Wﬁat |¥Sbe|ng Qﬁ‘é ﬂ/n@ gtl |u se/ dd Nﬁah (5) 7sue despite the vi-

ano |soay ce that XS'[G
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“Noah wal ﬁd wi the rue God” Ih faith.  years.” (Genesi 633 gah ?ut total copfi-
He “proved himse auIt ess amon? iscon-  Oence |n tprs 6 iclal decree. After
tm rarres —the wicked generation o h reachmrﬁt e ag eo became ather
eesrs6 11 (Y\/% pra erfu] rer % am an Jap peth and_custom
nce od, we car) do the same th of to(ﬁ) faoy estst at 50 to (?0 \Xﬁ]ars
this vrolent and wicked world as wea art asse er I(tj of ma rle
the day of Jehovan. 0ah was todto utl teark or preserva
PNoah is well-known as tpe bHdderofan tion throu teFIood those sonsan terr
ark tor the preservatronof etrou hthe ere evr dtxassf] lr(n at end eél
eluge. He'was also “a preach ero tL | the ark like corncr %d
teou ness ut his contemporaries ‘to Wlt Noa sse 08 as %preac ero [
no note” of his God-given essa% teousness,” ke g (IJ OIyort e last4
te and drank, got miarrieq, rzirsdfam 0502% ars e % he Floo esrs 32
|es and Cﬁrrre og the normal affairs of %ose ears, he an hrs am-
e until tne Foo swe t t em a érvvag |I acted m art us also 15pI3 farth
gv eter Genesis 6 h as we Hreac the go e(_rNod NEWs an awar Jeho-
ant to hear a Ht U r| ht dspeec and van's ¥
conduct, even as to che neration UAs the ark neared comFriJetron Npah

cIoses Its eqrs to what Jehovan's Jtnesses ma havet ou Rt that 00d was m
out r entance tow étrd Go minent, although he |dnt now exa M
rrst eousn §S, an ent wenrtwoud oceur. Jehova eventua l<

ocome ts 202 o 44 5 ere him; ndustsven asmore dlasan

P n?vgd/acn e%rtﬁcr?vrher? 1tNocaYtias deg %);tntamts ? ene(aé,rse%r th
%o smefsae Butoethmd 1S Ce tarn gfa dust enou l|< (’3 %
eartn’s popu atr nwas rprastrca re uced jle an %ﬁsr fo the a ter do

In 37OBC e ge Wi emseges eorehe loo %
V%Itcopic sparrng ¥ theesre?/ae oth)Erts ?n ”Oatrt‘%e tttrs noglt/emesd%st?r?ctronursfr?\rmpal
ﬁrsfam y—Genesrs71923 2 Peter 3:5,6. %anrmﬁs IS ot entrusted to us nd ro

BGod"did not grve Noah gears of ad- s ective human survivors are already enter-
vance notrce aboutth eexact A and our thhg mbdhc ark, the spiritual paradise
for the Ioi)(d Oweyer, wh eg Noa Was s?;eop

480 s old, Jehovan gecree Spir- “ "
h/a? tact tow %man mh@fn?te Keep an the Watch

\ e|saso cord gar in hrs resene Jesu
LB (R

hFoa dgesmt}wj-tbu"%lrﬁg a]rkreac Oh}da(rtlﬁ 1?1 What did Jehovah eventually tell Noah, and

freaching, @ at weeteconsequences or ly | i |
what dicial ee did t\t]ah put tot B%r)ﬁ ! Otlrjv[)rmév o\(rvﬁrrd Satrh%attﬂgyvdzd/% Zf49

I
on gence a how eactm armon wrtéh ot kno e exact time of Jesu In
%h IJ Y 0 executeg ogs vengeance has what e%tecm J
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Bhe oth (et be_abandoned; two women WIH FMatthew 24:45-47 Rtght down to the end
I %ratn Into ﬂourij éthehn ot us serve God with “love out ofagean
e taken anneg ﬁaa d.out of a good conscience aH out

rn
?onevv
e abandoned. Ke watch, there th without hypocrisy."—1 Timotny L5,
Enre%ecase ouggnotﬁowonwh Ja T WHROUL RYPOCTIY. Imoty
our to s comin }nowone g Holy Acts Essential

hat | hn 1ot3$e OPderH t

nowWn IW The apostle et r wrote; “Jehovah’s
e wascﬁ)mtng e would have  wiJ| come asat nW|chte a
his house to he

Ee t awake and not allowe VY ass Wa th sm n0Is u
keq into. On thts account you too pr rpﬂ ? ents |ntene e
oursevesr ){( e%ause at ‘an hour t B\é% |n|
ou do,hot t |n e It the Son of man tscovered gz Peterﬁ SY/ ﬂ
scomtn% 244044 Luke 17:34 c ea ens an arth wi tsu \E dt
nowi ? eexact time of Jesug* eato qo%s urning anger. So Peter a (F
oming to e>iecue Go svengeaqceten 510 Stnciea ese th saethuEttg)lobetO (}]

eﬁ/itg rg“eh:tS a?\r/]vege\r/\%ﬁjgho%/an%ﬁt?% i hol Vt\tlcta tts)?rcto% et ad deks 0 00

evoé jon!’ fz Peter 3112 Among these act%
]% Ind [v als aba neg to destruction and ceeds a ae requl arpesence tC rtsttan
| the WIC eq will |nc Se Onee e))- meettn S, omnp d to others, ﬂ a}v
tened et sw owe ase n eanin share in prea% Ing {
wayo amoné) %ones go o nevis Mattew 5414 Ferens 15
‘taken ong, th tt]lg/ evotedto Jehovah 24, 25; 1316,
N truy% tet ISspiritual provisions “Holy acts ofconﬁluct and deeds ofgiod
through ait uI and discreet slave.” Wevotlsnotr?‘ggt!nettttga\}v\gﬁ & ar%térsselv%
What W|” hap en tO nd|\/]?dua|5 aban' ut W at | We are eveo n an atac
t]toned and to those ptaken a'ong Ereé to this world? Perhags vie a

f—F

atch t

ein
ntoada erous position be{ore 8

See In unc nenterta ment orb
How Would You Answer? m 10 USIC n SOﬂ t I'Om

O What expectations have some ungo SpIrit 0 t IS W 2C0r|n IanS
had regarding Jehovah's day and 8>S that is he Case, l tus seek God's

Christ's presence? ]I IN"prayer s eWI not ass
O Why can we say that Noah and his t% h gV\X)rl’ %Ut tan d rove v?ey
family were ready for the Flood? OrE UKE 2]-3 Cat|0 {0

O What will happen to those who ack 8 dgo our est

re? We WI want {0
"keep on the watch" and to those
e 1 bLild and maintain & warm relationship

; ] What was foretold at 2 Peter 3:10?
O Why are holy acts essential, espe- étg\@ g some o o{ {he acts and2 deeds encour-
cially as we get closer to Jehovah's

great day? worIIJ We]aatrghglerg nfe"n%.an attachment to the
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g\ﬁléhfe]ap]|ﬁgﬁr|ﬂlésdge 5? 3‘3 o]:/%r e great h S s%eg} wt?iolmls rc%cﬁwﬁgfrf 43nTﬁg8X
0 his family lived ollvd; rou ﬂle Co c|u3|ono the present
mga htTa ¥Io 't atdaes el I an. - Wie

right Indivi ua/ urvwed IeS a|o into the ew world
the en ofd the% \%lshs stem ?? ﬁwrgs n be%re us i%e zealous . preac ers o?
70CE For |nst nce, thé a goste 0 was fl hteous ess r|v le e It |s to
%IJ: ctwg 00'S sgw In a Si serve (od In these ast nd what a

When e ennedt oko evela It Is o d|rect the resgt
lon, his oape ccoun and ree inspired ark hes |r| ra IS¢ ¢
etter? Qfthe housan sw o mb '%CG t e

d’s pe I0ns o mgy
true lth at Pent coto Ike E %It ul, Sg #H%ng wae an;v ran

reat day of Je But what will
many |ved througn t eend eJeV\y o ail feus ekt el

19 Wh can thron S of K|n roclaimers ‘
s?/stc\rlﬁ otptﬁ l‘?g the ¢ msi% ? %Pgh%é/hdsnsersg%ld we be zealous ‘preachers of

H th
WHOSTAY AWAKE

‘Look! | amcoming as a thief. Happy is the one that stays awake
and keeps his OUEEr §-REVELATION 16:15,

HOVAHSg eatd near, ath at  political elemem to destroy. Bahy I(in the
mea qvmo IeaPoste o reat, the wor em Ir Ly alse Te |1g|on
%xpreSﬂo nspired Revelation 1 7 il ]bj en
emOPS 0 tht S, orr Satan th VI de [h %{lcmlt
ers oft eear 0 ow %e ear WI| m rsha rdes an
5109 ert tgvy %re e an all- utata onJehova Epa{
gre a_{ 0 t%t aece hate 5“- se%mmg ((ije eqfe ess people. ;ze
gew agedﬁo evela- - %0 W!( ctio r% cu
'0” Breat and fear-In aﬁw

EeT%atvig mar J
3 So, ohovah will ove i systems L a0, Tear | P'“”ﬂg %VO ehov
1 ince Jehovah's day is near, what canwe ex- 3 YES, JehOV&h will rescue his people and

i SRR 1 0 Sl gy e Sl
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Are you determined to
stay awake spiritually and
keep on your figurative
outer garments?

? suuearuon
cae arMaeo or Ar-
mha ted on. R aft e FI)JOI
0 zf%swgﬁﬁsv%uaﬁee \?
scene. Jehovah Wle
Power to rmg about oo

dtestr Xﬂeve /| |ast Y]esu

udbur ts, devastat-
} (ftones streakin

| esfl (ence Part-
hc rej ns Wide.as Gog’s
orde %ret rown into con-
u3|on t|n against one
another. Iving foes

fAIm|%ht od are execut
ed as l1 hovah uses super
natura meﬁns f0 s?ve a
servants..When the Toreto
reat trib uatlon has ru)n
|t course nothin
f Satan’s ungo ysys

(IMat ewﬁ :21)" Even

m the eath throes, how-
ever, the chked will learn
who |s responsible for their
caamw urwctououls God
y Ve

{0 Know t % V\f]OV&

Tt ese extraor nélry gvents
occur In our gay, auring
Jesus presence,

Coming as a Thief
4 The glorified Lord Jesus
4. In vvréat manner WI esus

ome estrqy this WIC Sys-
em ort 0)' Y
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Christ said: “Look! | am coming as a thief.”
Athieflike comrng would be stidgen, at an
unexpecte time, when most people are
asleep. When Les(us Comes Irke a] href to de-
stro thrs wicked system, ne will Preserve
those who are truly awake. He tolq Joh
% IS the one that stﬁ yS awake and
e IS outer garments that he m%y not
naked and people ook%on IS Shame-
fulness (Revelatron nat Is the im-
Eort of those woras? And how can we stay
prrrtuaIIy awake?
SG n fa Iy gu rd would]not be strrp[%ed
naked | fe as eep ont
didha pen atthe em IernJe salem when
Jesus Was on eart wrsrons of ”prrests
and Levites served att e tem eru
salem. It was_in the 11th ce tuP/
that Krng David arranged Israel’s undreds
of priests and their troysands of Levitica
assrstants Into an organization made up o
24 divisions. $1 Chronicles 241 léa I(Eiach
vision of over one_thousand trained work-
ers took Its turn in handIr the eatures
of temPeserwce at least twice a year for
one full week at a time. At the Festival
of ooths t ough all 24 divisions were on
hand for du tra help was also needed
atg’va\srs]ovejr StlVad “H the one thaf
en Jesus said, “Happy is the one tha
tays awake and ke shrgoute
h ht Vhave aﬂu egrtJoa roce uget en%ot
owed that |nvoIved ﬁua d duty at the fem-
P e e M ta“cétytn ML
ph ham%er of |%rnas at t he rﬂg
ber oft e Flame and at the Chamber of
the Hearth; and the Tevites at twenty-one

5., What arrangement for_temple service existed
when j’lesusw% (h P

Towhat ma Jesus have alluded when he said
outepr%'?r%he% Xn,e)that stays awake o keepsah

16 THE WATCHTOWER- MARCH 1, 1997

Rﬂaces hve at the fgve gates of the, Je
ount our at Its our corners Insice
at five ]o the gates of the Tem IeCourt four
a |ts ourc rners outsre nd one ahthe
ber of Offerings, and %ne1 éﬁ
berotheCurtarn ndor&e ga
the Mercheat outsicle the rear w of
t : noussel-| ry hgroﬁno tocgrgrf tw(atcThem th
I (hted torches eforeﬂrm andyrt an watch
r notstitn up and sayt% |cero
the Temple Mount, peace be to'th eeI and |(5
was manifest that he was asleep, he woul

Christians have God’s
holy spirit to help them stay awake

and carry out their duties
R

surements”), 1, paragraphs 1-2,
translgteg y Herbert an§ e

7The nsy Levites and prrefts of the
ervr on stayed awake all nrrd tto
ar and to revent anyone unclean

fro nterin thetm cou ards. Since
the offrcro the Te p ount,” or “the
ﬁptarno eteP aeterounsof
24 stations t watc es o te
tht each watchma a aWaK %
uapgstr he notwant to ecaug to
8Anornted Christians and their fellow
ervants need to stay s rrrtuall¥ awake and

p on t elr fi ua ute rments
ese are the ou EVI ences OUY ap-

|d rig is and Lev a}es 0N guard duty at

aret ristian’s guratrve outer gar-
AR



piritual temple. In reeo(gr on of this, we ovahsda hen ewl ndlcate IS SOV-

omtment to the m|n|stryI at Jehqvah's Hear Thatdt\tzmn wneeitr indeed, Ihls Je-
Ea e God's holy SP active force, 10 ereign W IS rea V\y |mporant 0
nges perfornrou utlesaha Carry out our s—anélts out e—we will _ﬁke

gr\e/:e €S as t%gtgdaosm groscr%m%rerslz&véqu e al erln%o ouersgtves together

E pS n in er of caueg Y ]1Who ehearted participation in the
g ‘st a\tﬁtamo t% g[ at prltu Christian ministry | essenépal tgs Iritua
temple. [T we Were spiritudlly asleep a Wa[;efuf1 esshA g(!ar and zealous share

t tH ewew If| at|ve estr| In reacﬂm eg news keesus aIer
nd wou aeoursmom Our minjst isus manéo n|

ments |urhed S0 how can we stay awa e tlest talk t gqopeabout

spiritua om, and nis purpoges, I 1S sat| mg

Kin i
to \/9|tness romshoueto house
How\NeCan Stay Awake furp visi conduict home (%ee% uat

9D|I ent study of the “Scriptures with Sﬁfjcau nsas no P
&llylstla %ICp'[IOHS IS leS”(] SUC% Ver|| 0 \Aideer
shmuf ttos Iritu Iw efu Iness. Suc C|en esus co ?esu hat T had
study will equip us for the ministry, will t |cyan rom ouse 0
help'us to meef %hses and hglllshoggsus the t% course, spme

cts
way to eternal happiness. (Prover h have Ser
y B FrOfeIDs t?tor Len ig Wi nesse of Jelt)t(gva ave ser |ous

357 James 1:5-8) Our stu roblems tha erttelr Inistr
%t]t ? prog?esswe (II-Yebrews 0:14-6:3)  somewhat, but them wastot oth
d food a hregu arly can ept0|< anout Je‘hovah and his kmg;ihlp and ra

us aw Iéet%]na qbert Itcafr revent the leth- great joy from doing s0.—P

g anuthtlon We ~ DAvoiding overindu enceW|II heI s
haeno ree\son t0 smtua gﬁmanour stay s m?uaY awa WenseaEm
IShed and See% Irr]r?aun %out |£ resence, Jesus Urge hlsao
ant rov|s|on [ H tualfoo e?nsof 6tes Pay attention'to your R/es that or
L bee iy b e oo b
Ltlrltu%i,vf%gd \At/hrougtst?gerg\tl)vr; qeaa?pt%m?e &V@Ee% eanJ1 \(%en Fm (fla Panxl
ea¥t (l)n the%t?t itus 1:13 stantx ?Ph%“sgsthté‘ﬁ gt%c;hvtlh ?Ia
hnshanmeetmgs assembhes and of alrfthg artEenSLuke 217 A ?r

con entloHs i V|t(?e Hourge ntuallg tonx BI erpurn%c IeezsslsgaDrgutoe%noomy Zniolt%/

awa [pr encouragement la
ﬁgortunltle%i 0 ‘Incite neﬁ C%er {0 B Proverh S 0 not'come to
? orks.” Es euafi ?] %V € amoggo heavy drln es o1 WIne, farfn Ihg
er regularly as we "behold the day drawing  those who are gluttonous eaters of fles
Why is study of the Bible vvlth the help of 1Why can it be said tha the C |st|a min-
(hﬁt ang up]l attons S0 |migor ant? 1sﬁry § Essent al tos It ?é@une
|'\I’IS lan meetings assembhesk gnd t ﬁ 8”(? %u we avoid over-
conventions elp us to stay sﬂlrltua ly awake? indulgence in food and drin
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Enggear&runga i 2 hhr Jothe e
€re rags rover

BEven |fovere andha drinki ng
have not reached ornt eert
L
rheqregwﬁ% h rnvofvrr&%agr”fy
Hea th, and so (fdrt Yet, we eﬁ/ %
Fentl heed i e
er rovrﬂe f(g Us. ( attheWXZS 34) (5

erwise tﬁ ay” i come %{dusa
sna er aps as a camou Ia% frap t at
will cateh Lhnawares or as a baite traR
suchast hoset at attr%ct ang then seize u
SUSpectin anrma? IS will not ha Pen If
Westayﬁ aKe uwawa(et at we e liv-
mghrn e time of the end."—Daniel 1
Far estrfra eris hother ald to sg
rtuarv efulness. In rs retpro Ce}f
Jesus further urged: f( wake, t h |
the time. making sup ont at | umay
succeed in escagrng a hese thrr&ds that are
destrned t? occur, and In stan % efore
Son of man.’ (Eh UKe 2 368Ye et US
Er(ag/ t we ma was n Jehovah’s
an enrsg amo standrn%wen
Jesus, .t n of ?n comes to destr
this wic ?ds stem 0 tfh]Jr]P Eo[ our 0
gv%od an goodg ow elievers 1o
om We pray, WE need to emarnawaern
prayer. —Colossians 4:2; Ephesians 6:18-20.

Time Is Running Out
ﬁs we await the rataa ofJehov%

?éh?c O D gy o cah I i
this, Qa \are 00r th ple%ds {0 actrvr |

% L Aol e, AU b

£ vﬁ%ﬁ“?“'dcvdhe'iﬂh%%?'hyeaédress T as
preachers ot righteousness
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repder judgment and separate. righteous
R? \rv?tha/ ofeverlaf1 % J %gomun
}/] 5q ts” eservrnqeternl estruction.
Jonn 5:2 Wearenﬁteoneswosea
ate the she rp oats. But our ser-
rceas reac er f ht 0usness nowrsa
ording peo et unr to choose a
eof emvi etoG %avethe Oe{)

H‘ew ﬁsus [-

of being se arate to
rvesrnngsg %( e ortness.of the time

system of things heightens the
L R

for nose * rrge Fard?gp%%tel rrase\%erlsaes%rrﬁg

N atthiw 538 Ack 13
]6T| e ran ?ut for the wor%d of Noahs

da and it wil soonrnod trs
1 of things. Let ust ere ore ezea us

|n dom clarmers ur In

0 eac d
ousa e berng d |n s oI o
thelr atr to o e ar ecom
rnngarto ova sb#esse Pr}qanrzatron

a SFpsa?ﬁae an te%teaeﬁ It stg share
r?the Kin BPeacnrn d/rkthat rrns
hoeto 50 ¥efore tegreatah fear-
InSpiring day of Jehovah

Liké Noah, we have Go%s su gorﬁ an
grotectron Yes the eP le, the materiali
gNs and the Nephilim must ave SC0 e
ﬁt oah’s message, put that aid not stop
Im. Today, some sco When we point ote

o erwh ? in ev dence th atwege livjn
Ias days.” (2 Timath 15 Suc

rcu S| erI ent of o

gar |n hr tspesehce or e
melarrst ere Wi dI come rrdrcu ers

bl Sy, Whete

E?Wh should we be zealous Kingdom pro-
i As We #]re)a B VJrat reaction should

rNheeXrPdcu o

hat IS sure to over-



promised presence of his? Why, from the
day our forefathers fell asleep in geath, all
things are continuing exactly as from Cre-
ation’s beginning,”™—=2 Peter 1:16; 33 4,
BPresent-day ridiculers may think: Noth-
mq has changed since creation. Life goes on,
with people. eatln? drinking, getting mar-
ried, and raising Tamilies. Even If Jesus is
present he will not execute #udgment In my
owwron teY are! If the do not die
rom other causgs inthe meantlme the fear-
Inspiring day of Jehovah will deflnltel /OVer-
take them JUst as cataclysmic destruction in
the Flood brought an end to a wicked gener-
ation in Noah's day—Matthew 24:34,

By All Means, Stay Awake!

BIf we are dedicated to Jehovah, may we
never be lulled to sleep by improper reason-
ing. This is a time to stay awake, to exercise
faith in divine prophec , and to carry out
our commission to “make disciples of people
of all the nations,” gMatthew 28:19 0% As
this system faces Its final end we could have
no gréater privilege than that of serving Je-

19. How should we view our disciple-making ac-

tivities?

How Would You Answer?

0O How would you define our figurative
outer garments, and how can we
keep them?

O What are some ways to stay awake
spiritually?

0O Why should we expect ridiculers,
and how should we view them?

O How should we view our disciple-
making work in these last days?

h God under the |ead fl
pa s i

e wor
reﬁ t 1S goo News 0 thwe kmg
ekoreteen comes.—Matthew 2

Z{)Some of Jehovah's BeoRIe have bee

serving him for decades, pernaps for a life
Ime. Jn even |fC We have rh)ore Lecpnt
Kem rape true worship, may e be
tpl,, ite Caleb, who “followed Jehova]h
I Deuteronom 1:34-36) He and Jos
a ep ed toe ter the Prom-
'tSmE nan[b et el getance
generag OWeVer, Iac?<ed faith and hag

end 40 Y:ears in the wilderness, Where
fne dl? aled and oshH ﬁndured ag
shi sa?qwnh hem all that t|me A
¥ntua 0se two men entered the lan

oml mbers 14: Joshua 14
61% n?we%ﬁow eoYa:]h ﬂ 3fstat/
sntualgawaewe I aveteo ofe
nng d’s promised new world.

VI ence cIearIp R]roves éhat (Yve are h
% time of {he en
P attda of Jehovah IS near. ThiS is not tdhe
Ime to hecome Slee ent in do-
méqthedlw ewﬁ V{} wﬂ?beti gse(! only If
We stay avy es |r|tua yan eep our %var
ments ot Identifi catlon as Christian minis-
ters and servants of Jehovah. May It be our
etermtnatlon t0 “stay awake, stand firm in
the faith, carry on as men grow mighty.”
1Corinthians 16:13) As Jeh vahss rVarits,
apeac one of us stea fast coura
greurseaT e\nv veve] reeaitma] eova
strikes ¥a|thful se |n |n the ranks of
the happy ones who stay wae

20. What example was set by Caleb and Joshua,
and what does their course indicate for us?

21. What will be our experience if we stay
awake spiritually?
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Hhbe

AS TOLD BY MICHALIS KAMINARIS

After five years in South Africa where | had

gone in search of gold, I was returning home with

somethm(]; much more valuable. Let me tell you about the
wealth that | now possessed and desired to share.

| AR SR
parents dled soon (?ter al’d S0 | ﬁ’:rl fures, One eai%era

?r?g\r/] ?Xe c?hg@ed o tHOHgX l | have found whatlgave !)?en foo mg

ﬁ fnese Meatrs came to Africa fi dbut
n o\ ree H] A Instead of gold, | found djamonds
as In total ignorance of t eB|bIe | Toun 0(5 Was W|th 8”1“ jO%bthat | Ie%rn d that

no consolatior, S a Pers ¢, Jehovah, that his
In %929 1F?CIdedt0 emigrate and Sjam K|n om has aPreaHy een established In

fora ef av arren isjan avens, and that we are [iving In the
Al BRI e

own, Sou H) frla where | was Im e XU oth 315 Revel tion 12:7-12
ateIP/ Ié 10WC untr man -Iow rmm Was t0 [eamn t atJe%ova
eve consoano In matenal ﬂhrm F%Ssbegsmﬂs t0,al

el h P rar(ég%s ?]mngavr&glsn% H]Oetse [eclous tr th
|haa3%2%%t.h” ”*Afrﬁ%%'% ot two PN %e. 2 o

}{[ s when n of Je (fvﬁhsd |tne§ f ere nﬁqgmel\?l%tthew 24: 14 Reve'atlon
e}falg %or ree anﬁ]%%e%emj Inc 1 Isoon located the addgess of the Watch
ke\N gg ﬁJ g oweB oclef sbranéh 1Ce In CaPe Town

pression, | we and obtained more Bible literature. Twas es-
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Ha"?é%" edt obt mag(ersonal cop n¥

‘ rea eow
o veawrtness ﬁared Sen rn
rcatronstoruyre atives, Triends ndac
uarntancesb ome vrﬂr IXOU-
romnR/stu ies, | gradually came to
un erstand tha og ease’ Jehovan. one (as
F cate one’s [ife to him. So | immed
ately did so In prayer,

none OCCWJH | attended a meet a

e(hova |tnefses but srng
not oW ”ﬁ rlsr] not understan
awor earne that tﬁer were

man eek |vr Po
mov{ ere |Iedto {rnjdE ézreek
Bea It Wrtnesses ence, L eclaed t
tirn to reeern order t0 ecomea
trme evan elizer, | recall say anq se
kwr reP N to (Greece even'if Fhave 0 get
there half naked.’
Full- Trm? Ministry in Greece
The Prrn 0 1934tfou Fonthe ecg
of the Jalian ocean rner Creac
arserls rance, and, ter e]n a sta
there.left for reﬁce aboar g
ers | Patrr While we were at sea, the
d.mechanica rob ems, and dur
t Te night the ore W rver' tol ower
ebo ts r to the s ecahled
E% out efting, to Greece
vgever an falian tuglgo tevent
arnv d towed us. to-Napes, tag

La er we rna yreached Piraievs (Piraeu

From th re I hea}ded or ns where
vrsrt tiranc Ice 0 \/Xahc
Ower ocret n.aco vetr)satronrth
aﬁsrs Karahassios, the branch overseer, |
asked to r R e full-time preachin as
sr nment. ollowing da Ihwas 0
?/to the Pelogo nisos, 1 the souther
P of mainland Greece. This entire dis-
rrct was assigned to me as my personal
territory!

r u ounded enthusiasm | started in
p s i or
ownIO 0 ﬁaget \(71?II trom ar t
£ il
nta%sro ou? d tize me mih
mer of 1935 [et N 0ne Vear a er d
started In the full-time, str r
transpartatio was availa we wa
everywhere. eatest ro Was the
tron ofthe ergg owouddo any-
resy weecou
tere muc reu Ice. Yet, aespjte ¢
stacles, witnessin done a ehova
name was advertised far and wide.
Endurin (P osrtron
One mornr reaching in th
ountainous strrcto readia, I'reache
tevr eof agouliana. teranhuro
ess eard churc esan 30
rea Iz6 tatte wer tolling f rme
ath re dert er ip of a
ree c rman r a churh
: tar et e
iy o chmnrt
acr re oI win
ﬁ gr orﬂte He began s utr ats

The thren formed at ht crrcle ar ung
me, an§ manﬁ % orwar an
started to pus %}: h rr{r protrug rIn
G
naterr] ta screamd |gnr

Wl e g g
ﬂ}/ an Was ral Lor Ins

rou
and wastQ gd3 0drac masp%s c0 rt
ex enses Iwas Set free.
hen we arrve ina warea e mad
? arger‘ townt ase ractrvrt
rom: there Wﬁ cover rtro]rg
within a four ourwa mg stance t
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meant. 'at e left in the morning while it
\[r]vlart]sgstr élar a ome%tereve

gl
|n he Dase town %n% thengmovFg gn %)F a

We Were arrested because the ¢ ergI)é III’I’G

eoleaarntus In t ﬁ
Ep asu ce tra waﬁ ougt
}/éﬂg atc?te or \montrn]se owever, they nev
erge dayhB other Trra tafrIo Qulos . nd I
2 dtrict of B'Beatav'w‘ege 1 d”d” the vr
Tk
nta '] ouqos?aht)t?n i Sgtte E%\{h rS:rr e
ﬁ Ft)hered In the ﬁ)ca? eeR Lrse aﬁg a
rle Wastq grneq rﬂdownl e anan-
5@/ opeca us ‘the seed of
erpent,” ewass houting.
 The Erresé read oken a
wc ro rra own ouI é

r
ter cea oﬁ ewerea\eto
vrg ewa ree ours unti
eac thec ere, inaclin-

e W un tten e reported
t pl-f etotﬁ |ce and awsurtwas
0 eVﬁr t
an was acquitt

nrredst had connections

e we erewor Ing the town of Ley-
a]s In tol\izow]ers lto e og ﬁg pollrtr
%a ers of t ﬁrea aH ste Us and

oqrt stothe village correehquse, whﬁre
w]e d [Selves errh eg accuse ,nama

t peo court olitical leader an
en too rns ho errng ovrus an
rn eec —rantin

eatn serh ]t rcIec ftsts
eérwerea run herrttra es agarnst

ontinued from noon until sunset,. bu
we remained unperturbed and kept smrlrng
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as We rofe sed our 'H focence and silently
praX toJ ehova or hel

t dusk tw]o pol\cemen rescued US. Theg
tookti fo t Ice station anﬂ freate
us we T0 Just rs actlons, t # litI-
cal Igader me the followin dgya
CUSed. us or sprea |n ﬁ a aaﬂarnst

thethq%/tw(c3)r$teecne t% tne té)wn fS amra ?or

?urtﬁ r examination. Wi were e? In cua
togy for seven days,an ter}ta en.han
cutfed to the town'of Larissa for trial.
lf)r Christjan rothgrs In Larissa, who
ha een notified In_advance, aWﬁrted our
arrva Theqreata ction t [e showed us
wasafrnewr ness %ot crruar uattor
neg ?neo ehovas messeia<
mer |euhenant colonel, was well nown In
towH en eaepp ared In court and ar-
g Hr cae| ar es agarns][ US Were
xpyose se and We wers set ree
Henera success of the preachin
ehova %Wrtnesses ed to an intensi ca
|ono osrtorb dL(aws were passed
ﬁi aselytism,
rf]d Mrchae and | were |nvov In dozens
8co rt cases on this issue. Afterward, the
ranc ceal vised us fo work separate
50 as t réwfyf esF attentrﬂn t0 our activty.
| found it difficult Hott ave a co panro
et érus mg ? ovan, | covereq on foot
Istrict Attrca Boegtia. Phthiotis
uoea etoTJ Acarnania, Eurytania, and
tedrs rrcto e eo onnrsos

s{Jlt mer t% brgg t”frul] rds poe ItorusAt/errﬁ

o ygr canrnaParnsta

an b my God cancrm
heO grr

ose wrt vrta nergy, m eR

tac

U% rse gft(t)hee er(f;ectanrﬁ

n%e gg keeps me stand g —Psa



Miehalis andEleftheria
(Right) The printeryon Lombardou Street

In 1940, I%a ey declared war on Gre Lompardou Streehto a fatitorg beIon% ?
soon therea rGerman ar e Inva éite a Witness some three mi &/
country artral AW Was cared an de time w werF running bac and forth be

tween three focations.

VY)atc Towe cre% fo Were banne
Those were ard times for Je vahsWrt | can remember Ieavmgoofur Ing vraquar
NesSes In reece ne erth esst rewin ters Pn ene ou Street e r nand
number ramatr —from dB rtnes t%aven mte v\y After wor
es In l tol the en Wor there until 10 en} to Lombaré
War Il In 1 Street wherete ﬁts 0 ga er we fl
S t Bethel rinted were taken T [1 h Were fo
erving g edeto eserve it the drr]ntodma azInes, 4 stitc ﬁnd rrm{nt
branc% Lﬁmeo\%eho sWrtnefs srnAtrn anm S Otr]war e %8 ca |e(?'ﬂpm?0

meanin USE 0 ‘Was et oor, e th sta¥ rtte

Ef cated In a regted ﬂouse 0 Eo bar-

} H treet.. Offices were on] the ?rrstrﬂoor %]”51 ||%Ut J]e stamr? s On the enve 0pes P&r
e prl te% Wwas In t e asement I 54 the number Of W”n

H§n8 anH

consrstedo a small press and a trimmin

ma nine. rhe prmterr starf at {rrst Wﬁ% S’nr arcejar%c L%WQ \tArl)enerorrgetérea%

ma eu 50“3 bu% so0n ﬁt move t0anewt reesorg Bethel In own
ﬁr volu teers an ﬂmmutf(ng rom their  town Athens on Kartali Street. In 19
omes to assist With the wor Waé a]ske {0 take chare fthe 8@

Contact with the Watch Tower Societ s W spo

hea gga ers rn rooﬂyn W YOrk, r%eanwanleaS mf9% marrre Ie therra

reest nd ear We
again starte rrntr atcthrl)wer on hor?a ass errr\)/\lr(egto eanythe pmate in Je-

arrreTqu ar as eec
ved Qurbranc tg 1 Tene ou treet Endurrnrﬁ Pposrtron Agarn

gutteprmtery remained on Lombaydol oP itary junta seized power,
treet. Later the printery was moved from  an restrrctronswereo ce again Impased o
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our preaching work. However, becaHse of
our previouys xpenencemco Ing Wit ans
on Qur activities, we mck}}J auste and
carrled on successfull unde roun

We e our meet| am ?rlvate homes
and used caution In our door-to-door minis-
[r Neverthefess Lbrot ers were requ
arl arrersﬁa gps tec?urt Scaosrestne]ur tln
1ed. Qu W U
Pehandle th\ev){rlals%ld’jl arqus parts
of th ecount Despltet eop osmon the

major itnesses kepf re Belr
reachmg act|V|t esp ema[l gnwee ends

Onat 3/ ical aturda or S%mda after
égga Ing Was com%ete d for the day,

Was “made to see Who Was mjss-
|n from our groups, Generally, those miss-
no were being detain dﬁtt nearest po
ICE station. SO we took t lan ets nd
food and offered them encouraﬁement
We notlfled our lawyers, who thien aIppeared

on ﬁnday tﬁefore the  prosecuto %
r} sewowerebmg eld. We Eﬁ]l
y faceg th |E5|tuat|o? ecause wewere
er[|)n Ortth e sake of the ttruth fonsat
uring the han our printing operations
Bet eI| v\gere cqose Mgoug mw |c
|efth er|a and | I|ved m he sub urfs
tens ecame a kind of printery. Elefthe-
r|a tg%ed co;tales of Watchtower articles us-
eavy typewrjter, %e ut ten sheets
a era a Ime Into the typewriter and

t ress very hard so tiat the Ietters
Wma bl i

went on untjl mi I|cemn |ved
on the floor beow agd We SP Won%er why
he never became suspicious.

Rejoicing in Continued Expansion

Democo[acz Was r%stored to Greece in
1974 “ana oUr preaching Wark was again
carried on more openly. Yet, during the Sev-
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a marve ous mcrease of more than

0 new Witnesses, rea hing a total of
over 17,000 King om proclaimers.

We also resume o reqular prmtm% a-
vﬂg tp branch premises.. As a result,
E ete aC|I|t|es n Kartali Street ?oog
ecame too small. Soa 2 5-acre ecgof an
Was urc ase mte Athens subur ?fMa
rous %ew ﬁ]eml eswere mtthaé
mcluded 27 edrooms, a factor g 1Ces, an
otBer acilities. These were dedicated in Oc-
tober 1979,

In time We needed even more sgac%
acreso En were purchased apout
4? miles nort of Athens. The sm IS In
Eleona, 0 m Imdevxg awewo moup-
tains an We fere vaIes There, m
r|I caedam har %
CI |t thatmcudes ouses eacho whic
can accommo date eight eo le.
After sPen Ing over. ){ears in the full-
str mstl blessed with good

”“Tﬁ“'“a | rlvm urin
ea(fe?nesgp iPsaﬁ % gn]espge Wy
Rk ulto Je ovan at I'have lived fo see
Wlt my own eyes the grand mcreﬁse In the
numbef of his trye worshipers. The proph-
et Isalah foretold SUC an' Increase: “Your
ates will actual yPe Iﬁept open constantly:
will not be “closed eve dag or g
q t, In arder o brin gnto a/out e resource
fthe nations.”—lsai
How ]marve| us it is o see millions of
om a

s or%anlzatle]r?gﬁg e gl WD

gars Of [es l'lCtIQﬂS onour ¥\/0I'k We en-
o

P t how to
SUrvIve hroqute reat tripufation Info
?? s new world! (2 Peter 3:13 lcantruth

t atf { -time_Mministry has
Prove gre valuable to me th n anythin
his world has to offer. Yi Ve ‘found,

ottreasures of gold, |r|tua?d|amon
that have ennc‘w%d my%fe%eyond measure



ARE YOU AFRAID TO TRUST OTHERS?

| HERE is no one | can talk to. Peo-

Ble wont understand. The 3/re too
| H |th elr own‘p blems.
I Y}e |[p or ming.’
Man feelth twa ?]ot ee t|n 510
the sefves. When ot Frs ask arg
they %ften want to tell them ut th 0
not T }( ust cannot open up.

e, “S{Eerasrevte“t“n?anwm do ot pant
waﬁt hT b&lt are afra*dyto rgvea(! t%en
most persona thought? eeIm%]s an exp?
iences. Are you ong of them? fs there re

a
y Nno One whom you can trust?

Understanding the Fear
In todaysworlo\th rels a? imate of mis-
trust. Young people r\tta fot e|r ar-
ents. Pareqsca not[< with each other.
Fewarew mg to talk to those In authorl-

I]J ?] onfide In Phers some turn
{0 alcohol, ru s, or a wild Iife-style to t
10 escag their pro lems.—Proveros
23:29-35: 1saiah 56:12.

Conﬁdence In auth r|t fl res, dsuch%
cler n doctors, % s and teac
ers, een rocked less revelanons

IS onest and Im ora For exam-

p[e one estimate says that over 10 percent

The watchtower— March i, 1997 25



of c(!errlr en are rnv%lved in sexual mis-
conauc ese “trust-breakers,” HO es one
Wr ter fyons, crevasaesa ISsyres
H uman ons 0es this arfect
terrcongregatrons It destroys trust,
r] (¥v espread breakdown ofm%rals as
Iso e t? r1SIS |n the family, tot h
that dystunctiona famr les dre aImott
norm tht e exception. Home was, once
a nurturrng environment. Toda rtﬁ of-
ten not much mor 5aname tme rlrng
ftatr n. When a child grows ug rna ami-
R T e
ersin adu(ithoo S |mot|!n¥ 33,
Further, as érorld condrérons WOrSen,

are Increasingly expose otentiall
[]aumatrc ex nce@ In all P gSItU&tIOV}/

usw afee ﬂcrfentra %eren%p” ?MD ca%y"“S

U ma Besamea gramrnor rsag
pointmeént, a broken confidence, or a major

retreat ning episode. You find it har
life-th d find it hard
t0 tr S ot ersa |n and row emotionall
num Ir\)/rlr'r]garegc a%/l nd nermeotrsonl
ana tue a rsre youtofncrjon
our eart robs you of an a
Prover31513T trut s
src ‘rrﬁ] eorona menta

Z atwa mustco e
own an goumustl arn to trust people. 1S
that possible

Why Must the Wall Come Down?
nfréirng In others rrn}gs r lief to a
trou hea] anna d this expe-
rrenc?] oo majriage, as
ﬂme utse as eepP/ stressed,
% she was “brt er of soul,” ewrse
ah rﬁ 0 e?va "With an rnte
er sl nt r Hrver Yes

S|t
X confrde (fehova e opend
er heart to God’s representatrve Eli Wrth

Any Christian may be called upon to assist a relative, a
friend, or a spiritual brother with a personal problem.
Do you know how to help?

AN EFFECTIVE COUNSELOR

is approachable: Matthew 11:28, 29; 1Peter 1:22; 5:2, 3
chooses the right setting: Mark 9:33-37

seeks to understand the problem: Luke 8:18; James 1:19

does not overreact: Colossians 3:12-14

helps with painful emotions: 1 Thessalonians 5:14; 1 Peter 3:8

knows his limitations: Galatians 6:3; 1 Peter 5:5

gives specific counsel: Psalm 19:7-9; Proverbs 24:26

maintains confidentiality: Proverbs 10:19; 25:9
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seIf -C0 cerned no more —1 amue
I\/Iost cultures. have known the ben
|sc|osure Fore

ne ude “Emotion-

Rese rc ers.c
ness—we ne d

roauces SIC
Screntr IC resear

ra |ca WIS om ewrl
i ar Orrr /)

oo ”rf’vofve

yma es |t

etrs ho can

g d matter on

he benefits o confrdr
ot es ar out er
cou se t at

18 24 Warns utt

er.” W ere can you

Trust in Your Famrly
roblem, have you tried dis-
our marria

0 fove tf o
5 ves "Wives who are “in su jectrontotherr

uspands,” and ents Wh serro sl
L oty s 5

oolasr e res onsib

P rcnr nin th ment Euatrn

Jehova w Il work Qard tI comrn
emp& tic. |sten rs help HJ| couns
ﬁ Pesran tn

ad erwrengrc |Idre int esh
sense, what & wonerfu examEeJesus 5@
|5n2t5 |25 regard!—Mark 10:13-16; Ephesians

X et i e Bt o 1 s

trarhcon regation, We nee nev eaone
Who s and | am rrotwea "Said t
a ostl Pau 52 Corinthians 11%“4
onrs r?] on carr |%g th rens of
one another.’ Gaatl Romans 15:1)
ro&hers ant SIsters,

mon%our o rrtaa more than oné

rotﬁer tﬂat | oorx for when there 1s dis-
tress."—Proverhs 17:17.

Trust in the Congregatron
In the more than 80,000 Congregations
of Jeho hsWrt £35eS earth de; the Le
arepum emen ser as ‘fellow wor
ers or o 2 rrn |an3124 These

are th ch one, Isar notes,
“must, Rrove obEIak |d|n ace from
ne wind an rface o concealment from
the rainstorm, Tike streams of water In

In Our Next Issue

Faith in God— Should
It Call for a Miracle?

Do You Long to Serve More Fully?

Ehud— A Man of Faith and Courage
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ﬁ Waterless country, Irke the S Oadow of a
gav (t om an exh aus% "That IS
what elders endeavor to be.—lsaiah 32:2:
€4| 1ThessatI%mans .
ders meet Scripgura| requirements be-
fore berng a pornte)rtlh h?tgs rrrt Know-
mgt IS wil strenglth our onr ence rn
hem. (Acts 20 Tim thg rtus
5-0) What ou 1S usswrh n.elder will re-
mam Stric 0y%on rden ra Being trustwor-
y IS one uall rcatrons —Compare
Exodus 18:21: Nehemiah
~The elders In the congre?atron re “kee’o
qwatc over your Souls as those w
| render an account Hebrews 1317
Does this not move?/ e our trus
In these men? Natu altJ nota ders ex-
cel In the sa eiru 1118, Some may seem
more aP roachable, kind, or understanding
thfm 0 ers 2Co inthians 12:15; d1Thes
salonians 2.7, 8, 11 \/¥ notconfrem an
derwrth whom you Te at ease?

Tpese en are not rRro essrona]a
Rat er, the are q rovi
Je ah o epyoug esr ns 4

(f atransG How? Sk ti usrg\o

Brbe the?/ wrl Iy its 0

er to ourg sona sr tron sa
20: Proverh 1218 Hehrews 4 F y
will pray with jol and for you. (Philippians
1.9; James 5:13-18) Help from Such | vrng
counselors can do much to heal a trouble
spirit and restore peace of mind.

How to Build Trusting Relatronshr
Askmo for help, advroe ordusta IS r]
gear snot a srg ness 8

rg. 1t is only a realistic ac %we%ment
Aat e are rm erfect and t one
as a the answers. Certainly, rTrreat
est coulhse or and confidant have S our

heaveng Father, Jehova Gd We agree
with the psalmist who wrote: “Jehovah Is
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my strength and my shield, In him m
eyart has%usted anot |'have been heIPed
saIm %rager We can unreserved-
ur rt’to him at any. time,

0 rentt at ehears us and cares for us,
—Psalm 62:7, 8; 1 Peter 5:7,

But how can P{OU learn to trust the elders
and oth ers rnt e conqre atron First, Iook
at yourse Are your eassor ly I%roun

d? Are you suspiclous of ot\ ers’ motives?

1 Corinthians 134, /) s tnere a wa to
mrmrze t e risk ‘of "getting h rt
r et acquajnted” wit ers
ersona m
at con%reﬂatron meetmgt%es are m

spiritual setting. T
0USe-to %Wor togetner. Trust,
r eres ect, must eeameE 0 be patjent
For example, as you_get to know a spiritual
she;)f ourconfr encern |mw# %row

eveal yodr concerns gradually. | -
sponds nanagro rlate, sym ahet(! imd
mscrregteway, ight then try  disclos-
%ellow worshrgers of Jehovah, espeoral
% hrrdstran elders, work hard aﬁ |mrta
Sen earrng %ua Ities in their re
tionships with one &nother. gMa tthew 5:48
Thrs results In an_atmosphere of trust r
C nror ﬁ%atr n. Sagso e ongtrﬂree er:
g ave t0 know ong t
gar less of what ﬁ Person doe% th ee er
losst Io% s nitan Jove for . £
ike what w; [
Iov% hrs brother and wants to heTp nim.”
So there s EO need to feel, %Ione with
a problem. Talk to someone with “spjritu-
I"gualifications’ who can help you shoul-
er our hurden. (Ga ra561 emember
“anxlous care In the hear %amim 1S
whatwr | cause It to bow own,”but * Peas
ant S%ngh are a honeycomb, sweet to the
s&ul 4ealmg to the bones."—Proverbs



Only one of the many lives that you touched"

BACK in January 1996, Carol was sick with a brain tumor. She was in her 60's and
until then had always been a happy, robust woman with a positive word for
everybody. But now the doctors were striving to overcome the deadly growth.

In the midst of her struggle, Carol received the following letter:

“Dear Carol:

“l-am so sorry. about your failing health. Fortunately, we have the real
hope that the Bible helps us to know and love. This hiope s for Jehovah’s
Kingdom to rule the earth so that we can live in a paradise condition, a
timé that we all look forward to. _

“I want you to know that your personal preaching work saved many
people from everlasting death. , lamone 0f these people. 1am nc
If you remember the first time we met. At that time | was 20 years old.
| had long hair, was selll_ng drugs, and was han(ilng around with a bunch
of hoodlums. We all carried gunis and had no real love except for ourselves.

“You knocked on my door with another Witness and offered me The
Watchtower and Awake! [ tried to give you a dollar and said that I did
not want the magazines. You let me know that you were not out mere-
ly to obtain donations. You told me that you were doing a work to help
Eleople read the Bible. 1 am not sure if | todk the magazinies or read them.

owever, you planted the seed of truth in my life.

“Some years later another Witness, G_ark/, came to my mother’s house
when | was present. | told him of the visit you had made some years be-
fore, Gary studied the Bible with me for a Iongi time until | was finally
bKaptléed In 1984, Now | am teaching my children the truth of Gods

Ingdom.

“I"'am sure that 1am only one of the many lives that you touched in
Kour years of faithful service. However, through this loving kindness, you

ave enabled me and my famllY to come to know the Great God, Jeho-
vah, and his Son, Christ"Jesus. 11ook forward to the day when | can see

ou in the new system of thmgs when Jehovah will W|ge out every tear
rom our eyes, and death will be no more.—Revelation 21:4.

“As for me and m¥ family, we are glad that we had the chance to know

you and to be a part of your witnessing work. Thank you.
“With Br(t)th,grly love,
eter

After an illness of six months, Carol died in March 1996, having sown many seeds of
truth in the course of her 35 years as a zealous evangelizer. She learned that one
never knows when a seed will bear fruit, even years later— Matthew 13:23.
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THEY DID

Jesus Is Hailed as

san 9, 33 C.E., took many Judeans by sur-
prise. Though it was not unusual to see
people streaming into the city before the Passover,
these visitors were different. The central figure
among them was a man riding upon the colt of an
ass. The man was Jesus Christ, and the people
were spreading out garments and palm branches
before him as they shouted: "Save, we pray, the
Son of David! Blessed is he that comes in Jeho-
vah's name! Save him, we pray, in the heights
above!" Upon seeing the crowd, many who were
already in Jerusalem were moved to join the pro-
cession.— Matthew 21:7-9; John 12:12, 13.
Even though he was now being hailed, Jesus
knew that trials awaited him. Why, in just five
days, he would be put to death in this same city!
Yes, Jesus knew that Jerusalem was hostile terri-
tory, and he staged his conspicuous entry into the
city with that very thought in mind.

An Ancient Prophecy Fulfilled

In 518 B.C.E., Zechariah foretold Jesus' trium-
phal entry into Jerusalem. He wrote: "Shout in tri-
umph, O daughter of Jerusalem. Look! Your king
himself comes to you. He is righteous, yes, saved;
humble, and riding upon an ass, even upon a full-
grown animal the son of a she-ass. . . . And he
will actually speak peace to the nations; and his
rulership will be from sea to sea and from the Riv-
er to the ends of the earth."— Zechariah 9:9, 10.

So Jesus' entry into Jerusalem on Nisan 9 ful-
filled Bible prophecy. It was no random event but
was carefully planned. Earlier, while just outside
Jerusalem, Jesus had instructed two of his disci-
ples: "Be on your way into the village that is with-
in sight of you, and you will at once find an ass
tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring

T HE noisy crowd entering Jerusalem on Ni-
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Messiah and King!

them to me. And if someone says anything to you,
you must say, 'The Lord needs them.' At that he
will immediately send them forth." (Matthew 21:
1-3) But why did Jesus want to ride into Jerusa-
lem on an ass, and what was the significance of
the crowd's reaction?

A Message Regarding Kingship

A visual image is often more powerful than
the spoken word. Thus, at times Jehovah had his
prophets enact their message to reinforce their
prophetic message. (1 Kings 11:29-32; Jeremiah
27:1-6; Ezekiel 4:1-17) This highly visual means
of communication left an indelible impression on
the mind of even the most hardhearted observer.
In a similar way, Jesus enacted a powerful mes-
sage by riding an ass into the city of Jerusalem.
How?

In Bible times the ass was used for noble pur-
poses. For example, Solomon rode to his anoint-
ing as king on his father's "she-mule," a hybrid
offspring of a male ass. (1 Kings 1:33-40) So for
Jesus to ride into Jerusalem on an ass would mean
that he was presenting himself as a king.* The ac-
tions of the crowd reinforced this message. The
group, no doubt largely composed of Galileans,
spread out their garments before Jesus— a ges-
ture reminiscent of the public announcement of Je-
hu's kingship. (2 Kings 9:13) Their reference to
Jesus as "the Son of David" underscored his le-
gal right to rulership. (Luke 1:31-33) And their use
of palm branches evidently showed their submis-
sion to his kingly authority.— Compare Revelation
7:9, 10.

* Mark's account adds that the colt was one "on which
none of mankind has yet sat." (Mark 11:2) Evidently, an an-
imal that had not yet been put to use was especially suitable
for sacred purposes.— Compare Numbers 19:2; Deuterono-
my 21:3; 1 Samuel 6:7.



So the procession that came into Jerusalem on
Nisan 9 sent out the clear message that Jesus was
God's appointed Messiah and King. Of course,
not all were happy to see Jesus presented in this
way. The Pharisees in particular thought it gross-
ly inappropriate for Jesus to be showered with
such royal honor. "Teacher," they demanded, no
doubt with anger in their voices, "rebuke your dis-
ciples." Jesus replied: "I tell you, If these remained
silent, the stones would cry out." (Luke 19:39, 40)
Yes, God's Kingdom was the theme of Jesus'
preaching. He would boldly proclaim this message
whether people accepted it or not.

Lesson for Us

It took great courage for Jesus to enter Jerusa-
lem in the manner foretold by the prophet Zech-
ariah. He knew that in doing so he was incurring

the wrath of his enemies. Before his ascension
to heaven, Jesus commissioned his followers to
preach the good news of God's Kingdom and to
"make disciples of people of all the nations."
(Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20) To accomplish this
work also takes courage. Not all are happy to
hear the message. Some are indifferent to it, while
others oppose it. Some governments have placed
restrictions on the preaching work or have banned
it outright.

Still, Jehovah's Witnesses realize that the good
news of God's established Kingdom must be
preached, whether people listen or refrain from
doing so. (Ezekiel 2:7) As they continue to per-
form this lifesaving work, they are reassured by
Jesus' promise: "Look! | am with you all the
days until the conclusion of the system of things."
— Matthew 28:20.
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me V\Bre orld’?" FEI

A
\' f \ f question, how woul you re-

Y pM ~ost religious people
'Y might say "God" or "Jesus."
An article appearing in The Freeport News, a Ba-
hamian newspaper, gave an answer that few would
expect.

"l found a tract on my doorstep,” the writer of
the article begins. "Normally I'll ignore such a
communication, but this time | decided to read
it. The headline asked the question, 'Who Really
Rules the World?™ By reading the Bible-based
tract, this woman learned that the ruler of this
world is neither God nor Jesus but Satan the Dev-
il.— John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 1 John 5:19.

"Consider the cold-blooded excesses in mon-
strous cruelty," the tract explains. "Humans have
used gas chambers, concentration camps, flame-
throwers, napalm bombs, and other heinous
methods to torture and slaughter one another
mercilessly. . . . What forces drive men to such
loathsome deeds or maneuver them into situations
where they feel compelled to commit atrocities?
Have you ever wondered whether some wicked, in-
visible power is influencing people to commit such
acts of violence?" Is it surprising that the Bible calls
Satan "the god of this system of things"?— 2 Co-
rinthians 4:4.

Happily, the time is near when Satan and his de-
mons will be no more. "The world is passing away
and so is its desire, but he that does the will of
God remains forever." (1 John 2:17) Yes, the Bi-
ble promises that those who do God's will have
the hope of living forever in a righteous new world.

(Psalm 37:9-11; 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:3, 4)
What a relief it will be to have the evil influence
of Satan and his demons removed!

After summarizing the contents of this small tract,
the writer of The Freeport News article conclud-
ed: "I am really glad | read that tract. . . because
| too have been concerned about the state of the
world, and who is in control."



