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ble individual and collective 
suffering . . . ? God is sup­

posed to be the embodiment of all meaning 
and yet there is so much that is pointless in 
this world, so much meaningless suffering 
and senseless sin. Is this God perhaps what 
Nietzsche accused him of being: a despot, 
impostor, swindler, executioner?”—On Be­
ing a Christian, by Hans Rung.

You can see that Catholic theologian 
Hans Rung is simply presenting a prob­
lem that perplexes many—why does an all- 
powerful, loving God allow so much suffer­
ing? Have you not heard people ask such a 
question? Anyone with compassion grieves 
at what Rung describes as “an endless 
stream of blood, sweat and tears, pain, sor­
row and fear, loneliness and death.” It is, in 
fact, more like a torrent, a flood of horror 
and anguish that has blighted the lives of 
millions throughout history.—Job 14:1.

Filled With“Trouble and Hurtful Things”
Think of the suffering that results from 

war, the pain felt not only by the im­
mediate victims but also by those left 
behind to grieve, such as the parents 
and relatives of child victims and oth­
ers who have been brutalized. “Over the 
last 10 years,” said the Red Cross recent­

ly, “1.5 million children 
were killed in armed 
conflicts.” In Rwanda 
in 1994, the Red Cross 
reports, “hundreds

of thousands of men, women and chil­
dren had been brutally and systematically 
slaughtered.”

We also should not overlook the pain 
caused by pedophile perverts. Stated one 
grieving mother, who said her son commit­
ted suicide after being abused by a child­
care worker: “The man who abused my son 
. . . destroyed him and a number of oth­
er boys in the most systematic, perverted 
way imaginable.” And what of the night­
mare of pain felt by the victims of cal­
lous murderers or serial killers, like those 
caught in Britain who “abducted, raped, 
tortured and killed with impunity for 25 
years”? Throughout history there seems to 
have been no limit to what men and wom­
en have inflicted on one another in the way 
of pain and suffering.—Ecclesiastes 4:1-3.

Add to this the suffering caused by emo­
tional and physical illnesses and the terri­
ble pain of grief that ravages families when 
loved ones die prematurely. There is also the anguish felt by the victims of famine or 
other so-called natural disasters. Few will 
argue with Moses’ statement that our 70 or 
80 years are filled with “trouble and hurt­
ful things.”—Psalm 90:10.
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Part of God’s Design?
Might it be, as some have claimed, that 

this incessant suffering is part of some in­
comprehensible design of God? Must we 
suffer now to appreciate life ‘in the next 
world’? Is it true, as French philosopher 
Teilhard de Chardin believed, that the 
“suffering that kills and decomposes, 
necessary to the being in order that it may 
live and become spirit”? (The Religion of

Teilhard de Chardin; italics ours.) Sure­
ly not!

Would a considerate designer deliberate­
ly create a deadly environment and then 
claim to be compassionate when he res­
cued people from its effects? Hardly! Why 
would a loving God do such a thing? So 
why does God permit suffering? Will suf­
fering ever end? The next article will dis­
cuss these questions.

IM#r îaMMjaaaaiiaaiyjff ;r; m  -m  m»:

SUFFERING was not part of God’s orig­
inal purpose for the human family. He 
did not design it, nor does he want it. 
‘If that is so,’ you may ask, ‘how did it start, 
and why has God allowed it to continue till 

now?’—Compare James 1:13.
The answer is found in the earliest rec­

ord of man’s history, the Bible, particular­
ly the book of Genesis. It says that our first 
parents, Adam and Eve, followed Satan the 
Devil in his rebellion against God. Their ac­
tions raised fundamental issues that struck 
at the very foundation of universal law and 
order. When they claimed the right to de­
cide for themselves what was good and what 
was bad, they challenged God’s sovereignty. They questioned his right to rule and to be 
the sole arbiter of “good and bad.”—Gene­
sis 2:15-17; 3:1-5.

Why Not Immediately Enforce His Will?
‘Why, then, did God not immediately en­

force his will?’ you may ask. To many, the

matter seems so simple. ‘God had the pow­
er. He should have used it to destroy the 
rebels,’ they say. (Psalm 147:5) But ask 
yourself this, ‘Do I unhesitatingly applaud 
all who use superior power to enforce their 
will? Do I not instinctively feel a sense of 
revulsion when a dictator uses death squads 
to eliminate his enemies?’ Most reasonable 
people recoil at such a thing.

‘Ah,’ you say, ‘but if God wielded that 
power, no one would question his actions.’ 
Are you sure? Is it not true that people 
do question God’s exercise of power? They 
question why he has not used it at times, 
as in his tolerance of evil. And they ques­
tion why he has used it at other times. Even 
faithful Abraham had a problem with God’s 
use of power against His enemies. Remem­
ber when God decided to destroy Sodom. 
Abraham mistakenly feared that good peo­
ple would die with the bad. He cried out: “It 
is unthinkable of you that you are acting 
in this manner to put to death the righ­
teous man with the wicked one.” (Genesis
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18:25) Even right-minded people like Abra­
ham need assurance that absolute power 
will not be abused.

Of course, God could instantly have de­
stroyed Adam, Eve, and Satan. But think 
how that could have affected the other an­
gels or future creations, who might later

UPl/Bettmann

become aware of his actions. Might this 
leave them with nagging questions about 
the rightness of God’s rule? Would it not 
expose God to the charge that he was, in 
fact, some kind of totalitarian despot, as 
Nietzsche described him, a God who ruth­
lessly eliminates anyone who opposes him?

Why Not Make People Do What Is Right?
‘Could not God just make people do what 

is right?’ some may ask. Well, consider this 
also. All through history, governments have 
tried to make people conform to their way 
of thinking. Some governments or individ­
ual rulers have practiced various forms of 
mind control, perhaps using drugs or sur­
gery, robbing their victims of the wonderful 
gift of free will. Do we not treasure being 
free moral agents, even if that gift is open

to abuse? Do we condone any government’s 
or ruler’s attempts to take that away?

What alternative was there, then, to 
God’s immediate use of power to enforce 
the law? Jehovah God determined that the 
rebellion would best be dealt with by al­
lowing a temporary period of independence 
from his rule for those who rejected his 
laws. This would allow the human family, 
descended from Adam and Eve, a limited

SOME RULERS HAVE PRACTICED 

MIND CONTROL, ROBBING 

THEIR VICTIMS OF FREE WILL

time in which to govern themselves without 
being subject to God’s law. Why did he do 
this? Because he knew that, in time, incon­
trovertible evidence would build up, prov­
ing that his way of ruling is always right 
and just, even when he uses his limitless 
power to enforce his will, and that any re­
bellion against him will result, sooner or 
later, in calamity.—Deuteronomy 32:4; Job 
34:10-12; Jeremiah 10:23.

What About All the Innocent Victims?
‘In the meantime, what about all the in­

nocent victims?’ you may ask. ‘Is it real­
ly worth their pain to prove some point of 
law?’ Well, God has not allowed evil to ex­
ist just to prove some obscure point of law. 
On the contrary, it is to establish once and 
for all the fundamental truth that he alone 
is sovereign and that obedience to his laws 
is essential for the continued peace and hap­
piness of all his creations.

One crucial thing to keep in mind is that
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God knows that he can undo completely 
any harm that this may bring to the hu­
man family. He knows that in the long term, 
the temporary period of pain and suffering 
will have a beneficial outcome. Think of the 
mother who holds her child firmly while the 
doctor inflicts the pain of injecting a vac­
cine to give protection against some dis­
ease that would otherwise kill the child. No 
mother wants her child to feel pain. No doc­
tor wants to cause distress to his patient. At 
the time, the child does not appreciate the 
reason for the pain, but later he will under­
stand why it was permitted.

Real Solace to Those Suffering?
Some may feel that just knowing these 

things may be of little solace to those who 
are suffering. Hans Rung makes the point 
that a rational explanation for the existence 
of suffering is “about as helpful to the suf­
ferer as a lecture on the chemistry of food­
stuffs to a starving man.” He asks: “Can 
all the shrewd reasoning really give new 
heart to man, almost overwhelmed by suf­
fering?” Well, all the “shrewd reasoning” of 
men who ignore God’s Word, the Bible, has 
not given heart to those who are suffering. 
Such human reasoning has only added to 
the problem by suggesting that God meant 
for man to suffer and that the earth was 
designed as a valley of tears or a testing 
ground for those who will eventually gain 
life in heaven. What a blasphemy!

Yet, the Bible itself does give real solace. 
It not only provides a consistent explanation 
for the existence of suffering but also builds 
confidence in God’s sure promise that he 
will undo all the harm that this temporary 
permission of suffering has caused.

The “Restoration of All Things”
Very soon now God will restore things 

to the way he meant them to be before

his first human creations rebelled. His ap­
pointed time for man’s independent rule 
has nearly run out. We are living at the 
time when he will send forth “Jesus, whom 
heaven, indeed, must hold within itself un­
til the times of restoration of all things of 
which God spoke through the mouth of his 
holy prophets of old time.”—Acts 3:20, 21.

What will Jesus Christ do? He will rid 
the earth of all God’s enemies. (2 Thessalo- 
nians 1:6-10) This will be no summary ex­
ecution, such as is meted out by human 
dictators. The mountain of evidence prov­
ing the catastrophic consequences of man’s 
misrule will show that God is fully justi­
fied in soon using his limitless power to en­
force his will. (Revelation 11:17,18) Initial­
ly this will mean “tribulation” such as the 
earth has never experienced before, sim­
ilar to but much greater than the Flood 
of Noah’s day. (Matthew 24:21, 29-31, 36- 
39) Those who survive this “great tribula­
tion” will experience “seasons of refresh­
ing” when they see the fulfillment of all 
God’s promises given “through the mouth 
of his holy prophets.” (Acts 3:19; Revelation 
7:14-17) What has God promised?

Well, God’s prophets of old say that there 
will be an end to the suffering caused by 
war and bloodshed. For example, Psalm 
46:9 tells us: “He is making wars to cease 
to the extremity of the earth.” No more in­
nocent victims and tragic refugees, those 
raped, crippled, and killed in cruel wars! 
Says the prophet Isaiah: “Nation will not 
lift up sword against nation, neither will 
they learn war anymore.”—Isaiah 2:4.

The prophets also foretell an end to the 
suffering caused by crime and injustice. 
Proverbs 2:21, 22 promises that “the up­
right are the ones that will reside in the 
earth” and that those who cause pain and 
suffering “will be torn away from it.” No
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longer will ‘man dominate man to his inju­
ry.’ (Ecclesiastes 8:9) All the wicked will be 
removed forever. (Psalm 37:10, 38) Every­
one will be able to live in peace and securi­
ty, free from suffering.—Micah 4:4.

Moreover, the prophets also promise that 
there will be an end to suffering caused 
by physical and emotional maladies. (Isa­
iah 33:24) Isaiah promises that the blind, 
the deaf, the disabled, and all those afflict­
ed with sickness and disease will be cured. 
(Isaiah 35:5,6) God will even reverse the ef­
fects of death. Jesus foretold that “all those 
in the memorial tombs will hear his voice 
and come out.” (John 5:28, 29) In his vision 
of “a new heaven and a new earth,” the 
apostle John was told that “God himself 
. . . will wipe out every tear from their 
eyes, and death will be no more, neither will 
mourning nor outcry nor pain be anymore.” 
(Revelation 21:1-4) Imagine that! No pain,

no tears, no outcry, no death—no suffering anymore!
Whatever tragedies may have occurred 

during this temporary toleration of evil 
will all be remedied. Even the memories 
of human pain and suffering—never pur­
posed by God—will be totally erased. “The 
former distresses will actually be forgotten 
. . .  The former things will not be called to 
mind,” Isaiah prophesied. (Isaiah 65:16,17) 
God’s original purpose for a perfect human 
family living in total peace and happiness 
on a paradise earth will be fully realized. 
(Isaiah 45:18) Confidence in his sovereign­
ty will be absolute. What a privilege to 
be living at the time when God will end 
all human suffering, a time when he shows 
that he is not some kind of “despot, impos­
tor, swindler, executioner,” as Nietzsche 
charged, but that he is always loving, wise, 
and just in his exercise of absolute power!
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YOUR LIFE-WHAT 
IS ITS PURPOSE?

*7 was leading my heart with wisdom until I  could see what
good there was to the sons o f mankind for the number o f the days 

o f their life. "—ECCLESIASTES 2:3.

YOU are in te rested  in 
yourself, are you 
not? That is nor­

mal. Thus we eat each day, 
we sleep when we are tired, 
and we like to be with friends 
and loved ones. At times we 
play games, swim, or do other 
things that we enjoy, reflecting 
a balanced interest in ourselves.

2 Such self-interest harmonizes 
with what God moved Solomon to write: 
“With a man there is nothing better than 
that he should eat and indeed drink and 
cause his soul to see good because of his 
hard work.” Based on experience, Solomon 
added: “This too I have seen, even I, that 
this is from the hand of the true God. For 
who eats and who drinks better than I do?” 
—Ecclesiastes 2:24, 25.

3 Yet you know that life is more than 
eating, drinking, sleeping, and doing some 
good. We have pains, disappointments, and 
worries. And we seem too busy to reflect 
on the meaning of our life. Is that not 
the case with you? Vermont Royster, for­
mer editor of The Wall Street Journal, 
after noting our expanded knowledge and
1, 2. Why is it not wrong to have a reasonable interest in oneself?3. What puzzling questions do most find un­answerable?

skills, wrote: “Here is a cu­
rious thing. In the contempla­
tion of man himself, of his di­
lemmas, of his place in this 
universe, we are little fur­
ther along than when time 
began. We are still left with 

questions of who we are and 
why we are and where we are 
sing.”

4 How would you answer the ques­
tions: Who are we? Why are we here? And 
where are we going? Last July, Mr. Roys­
ter died. Do you suppose that he had by 
then found satisfying answers? More to the 
point, Is there a way that you can do so? And 
how can this help you to enjoy a happier, 
more meaningful life? Let us see.

A Prime Source of Insight
5 If we were on our own looking for the 

purpose of our life, we might have little or 
no success, as has been true of most men 
and women, even those with vast learning 
and experience. But we are not left on our 
own. Our Creator has provided help. When 
you think about it, is he not the ultimate 
Source of insight and wisdom, being “from
4. Why should each of us want to be able to an­swer questions that involve us?5. Why ought we look to God when we are seek­ing insight into questions about the meaning of life?
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time indefinite to time indefinite” and hav­
ing complete knowledge of the universe and 
history? (Psalm 90:1, 2) He created humans 
and has observed the whole human experi­
ence, so he is the One to whom we should 
look for insight, not to imperfect humans, 
with their limited knowledge and percep­
tions.—Psalm 14:1-3; Romans 3:10-12.

6 While we cannot expect the Creator to 
whisper into our ear a revelation on the 
meaning of life, he has provided a source 
of insight—his inspired Word. (Psalm 32:8; 
111:10) The book of Ecclesiastes is particu­
larly valuable in this regard. God inspired 
its writer, so that “Solomon’s wisdom was 
vaster than the wisdom of all the Orien­
tals.” (1 Kings 3:6-12; 4:30-34) “The wisdom 
of Solomon” so impressed a visiting mon­
arch that she said that the half had not 
been told and that those listening to his 
wisdom would be happy indeed.* (1 Kings 
10:4-8) We too can gain insight and happi­
ness from the divine wisdom our Creator 
provided by means of Solomon.

7 Ecclesiastes reflects God-given wisdom, 
which affected Solomon’s heart and brain. 
Having the time, resources, and insight to 
do so, Solomon examined “everything that 
[had] been done under the heavens.” He saw 
that most of it “was vanity and a striving 
after wind,” which is an inspired assess­
ment that we should bear in mind when 
thinking about our purpose in life. (Ec-

* “The narrative about the Queen of Sheba em­phasizes Solomon’s wisdom, and the story has often been called a legend (1 K. 10:1-13). But the context indicates that her visit to Solomon was really con­nected with trade and as such is intelligible; its his­toricity need not be doubted.”—The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (1988), Volume IV, page 567.
6. (a) How has the Creator provided needed in­sight? (b) How is Solomon involved?7. (a) What did Solomon conclude about most activities under the heavens? (b) What illus­trates Solomon’s realistic evaluations?

clesiastes 1:13, 14, 16) Solomon was be­
ing frank, realistic. For example, reflect on 
his words found at Ecclesiastes 1:15, 18. 
You know that over the centuries men have 
tried various forms of government, some­
times sincerely attempting to solve prob­
lems and to better people’s lot. Have any, 
though, really straightened out all the 
“crooked” things of this imperfect system? 
And you may have seen that the greater a 
person’s knowledge, the more keenly he re­
alizes that in a short life span, it is impossi­
ble to correct things fully. Such awareness 
brings frustration to many, but not neces­
sarily to us.

8 Another point to consider is the repeti­
tious cycles affecting us, such as the rising 
and setting of the sun or the movements of 
wind and water. They existed in the days of 
Moses, Solomon, Napoleon, and our great­
grandfathers. And they continue. Similar­
ly, “a generation is going, and a genera­
tion is coming.” (Ecclesiastes 1:4-7) From a 
human viewpoint, little has changed. Peo­
ple ancient and modern have had compara­
ble activities, hopes, ambitions, and accom­
plishments. Even if in a human way, some 
individual made a notable name or was 
outstanding in beauty or ability, where is 
that person now? Gone and probably forgot­
ten. That is not being morbid. Most people 
cannot even name their great-grandparents 
or tell where they were born and buried. 
You can see why Solomon realistically saw 
vanity in human undertakings and efforts. 
—Ecclesiastes 1:9-11.

9 Rather than making us frustrated, this 
divine insight into mankind’s basic situa­
tion can have a positive effect, moving us 
to avoid attaching unwarranted values to 
goals or pursuits that will soon be gone and
8. What cycles have long existed?9. How may we be helped by gaining realistic in­sight into mankind’s situation?
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forgotten. It ought to help us evaluate what 
we are getting out of life and what we are 
trying to accomplish. To illustrate, rather 
than being ascetics, we can find joy in bal­
anced eating and drinking. (Ecclesiastes 2: 
24) And, as we shall see, Solomon reaches 
a very positive and optimistic conclusion. 
Briefly, it is that we should deeply appreci­
ate our relationship with our Creator, who 
can help us have an eternally happy, pur­
poseful future. Solomon stressed: “The con­
clusion of the matter, everything having 
been heard, is: Fear the true God and keep 
his commandments. For this is the whole 
obligation of man.”—Ecclesiastes 12:13.

Purpose in View of Life’s Cycles 
10 The divine wisdom reflected in Eccle­

siastes can further help us in considering 
our purpose in life. How so? In that Solo­
mon focused realistically on other truths 
that we may seldom think about. One in­
volves similarities between humans and an­
imals. Jesus likened his followers to sheep, 
yet people generally do not enjoy being com­
pared to animals. (John 10:11-16) Still Sol­
omon brought up certain undeniable facts: 
“The true God is going to select [the sons 
of mankind], that they may see that they 
themselves are beasts. For there is an even­
tuality as respects the sons of mankind and 
an eventuality as respects the beast, and 
they have the same eventuality. As the one
10. In what way did Solomon compare animals and humans?

dies, so the other dies; . . .  so that there is 
no superiority of the man over the beast, for 
everything is vanity.. . .  They have all come 
to be from the dust, and they are all return­
ing to the dust.”—Ecclesiastes 3:18-20.

“ Think of an animal that you enjoy 
watching, maybe a rock badger or a rabbit. 
(Deuteronomy 14:7; Psalm 104:18; Proverbs 
30:26) Or you may picture a squirrel; there 
are over 300 kinds around the world. What 
is its life cycle? After it is born, its moth­
er nurses it for some weeks. Soon it has 
fur and can venture outside. You may see 
it scampering about learning to find food. 
But often it seems just to be playing, enjoy­
ing its youthfulness. After growing for a 
year or so, it locates a mate. Then it must 
build a nest or den and care for offspring. 
If it finds enough berries, nuts, and seeds, 
the squirrel family may grow plump and 
have time to enlarge their home. But in just 
a few years, the animal becomes old and 
more prone to accident and disease. About 
age ten it dies. With slight differences be­
tween squirrel types, that is its life cycle.

12 Most people would not object to that cy­
cle for an animal, and they hardly expect a 
squirrel to have a thought-out purpose in 
life. However, the life of many humans does
11. (a) How may the typical life cycle of an an­imal be described? (b) How do you feel about such an analysis?12. (a) Realistically, why is the life cycle of many humans like that of the average animal? (b) What might we think about the next time we see the animal that we had in mind?
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not differ very much from that, does it? 
They are born and cared for as babies. They 
eat, grow, and play as youths. Before long 
they are adults, find a mate, and seek a 
place to live and a means to provide food. If 
they succeed, they may grow plump and ex­
pand their home (nest) in which to raise off­
spring. But the decades quickly pass, and 
they grow older. If not before, they may die 
after 70 or 80 years filled with “trouble and 
hurtful things.” (Psalm 90:9, 10, 12) You 
might think about these sobering facts the 
next time you see a squirrel (or other ani­
mal you had in mind).

13 You can see why Solomon compared the 
lives of people to animals. He wrote: “For 
everything there is an appointed tim e,. . .  
a time for birth and a time to die.” That lat­
ter eventuality, death, is similar for man 
and beast, “as the one dies, so the other 
dies.” He added: “They have all come to be 
from the dust, and they are all returning 
to the dust.”—Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2,19, 20.

14 We need not find this realistic eval­
uation to be negative thinking. Granted, 
some try to change the situation, such as 
by working extra to improve their material 
situation beyond what their parents had. 
They may pursue more years of education 
to provide for a higher standard of living, 
while trying to broaden their understand­
ing of life. Or they may concentrate on exer­
cise or diet regimens to gain better health 
and a slightly longer life. And these efforts 
may bring certain benefits. But who can be 
sure that such efforts will prove successful? 
Even if they do, for how long?

15 Solomon asked: “Because there exist
13. What outcome proves true for both animals and humans?14. How do some humans try to alter the com­mon life cycle, but to what effect?15. What frank assessment of the lives of most people is valid?

many things that are causing much vani­
ty, what advantage does a man have? For 
who is there knowing what good a man 
has in life for the number of the days of 
his vain life, when he spends them like a 
shadow? For who can tell man what will 
happen after him?” (Ecclesiastes 6:11, 12) 
Since death rather quickly ends a person’s 
efforts, is there really much advantage in 
struggling to gain more material things or 
in pursuing long years of schooling primar­
ily to get more possessions? And since life is 
so brief, passing like a shadow, many grasp 
that there is no time to redirect efforts to­
ward another human goal when they sense 
failure; nor can a man be certain what will 
happen to his children “after him.”

Time to Make a Good Name
16 Unlike animals, we humans have the 

capacity to ponder, ‘What is the meaning of 
my existence? Is it just a fixed cycle, with 
a time to be born and a time to die?’ In that 
regard, recall the truth in Solomon’s words 
about man and beast: “They are all return­
ing to the dust.” Does that mean that death 
absolutely ends one’s existence? Well, the 
Bible shows that humans do not possess an 
immortal soul that survives the body. Hu­
mans are souls, and the soul that sins dies. 
(Ezekiel 18:4, 20) Solomon elaborated: “The 
living are conscious that they will die; but 
as for the dead, they are conscious of noth­
ing at all, neither do they anymore have 
wages, because the remembrance of them 
has been forgotten. All that your hand finds 
to do, do with your very power, for there 
is no work nor devising nor knowledge nor 
wisdom in Sheol, the place to which you are 
going.”—Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10.
16. (a) What should we do that animals cannot? (b) What other truth should have a bearing on our thinking?
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17 In view of that unavoidable fact, con­
sider this statement: “A name is better 
than good oil, and the day of death than 
the day of one’s being born. Better is it to 
go to the house of mourning than to go to 
the banquet house, because that is the end 
of all mankind; and the one alive should 
take it to his heart.” (Ecclesiastes 7:1,2) We 
must agree that death has been “the end 
of all mankind.” No human has been able 
to drink any elixir, eat any vitamin mix, 
follow any diet, or engage in any exercise 
resulting in eternal life. And usually “the 
remembrance of them has been forgotten” 
not long after their death. So why is a name 
“better than good oil, and the day of death 
than the day of one’s being born”?

18 As noted, Solomon was realistic. He 
knew of his ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, who certainly had made a good name 
with our Creator. Being well acquaint­
ed with Abraham, Jehovah God promised 
to bless him and his seed. (Genesis 18:18, 
19; 22:17) Yes, Abraham had a good name 
with God, becoming his friend. (2 Chroni­
cles 20:7; Isaiah 41:8; James 2:23) Abra­
ham knew that his life and the life of his 
son were not simply part of a never-ending 
cycle of birth and death. There positively 
was more to it than that. They had the as­
sured prospect of living again, not because 
they possessed an immortal soul, but be­
cause they would be resurrected. Abraham 
was convinced that “God was able to raise 
[Isaac] up even from the dead.”—Hebrews 
11:17-19.

19 That is a key to understanding how “a 
name is better than good oil, and the day
17. What should Ecclesiastes 7:1, 2 cause us to ponder?
18. Why can we be sure that Solomon believed in the resurrection?
19. What insight can we gain from Job as to the meaning of Ecclesiastes 7:1?

of death than the day of one’s being born.” 
As Job before him, Solomon was convinced 
that the One who created human life can 
restore it. He can bring back to life humans 
who have died. (Job 14:7-14) Faithful Job 
said: “You [Jehovah] will call, and I my­
self shall answer you. For the work of your 
hands you will have a yearning.” (Job 14: 
15) Think of that! For his loyal servants 
who have died, our Creator has “a yearn­
ing.” (“You would want to see the work of 
your hands once more.”—The Jerusalem 
Bible.) Applying the ransom sacrifice of Je­
sus Christ, the Creator can resurrect hu­
mans. (John 3:16; Acts 24:15) Clearly, hu­
mans can differ from mere animals that die.

20 This means that the day of death can 
be better than the day of one’s being born, 
i f  one has by then built up a good name 
with Jehovah, who can resurrect faithful 
ones who die. The Greater Solomon, Jesus 
Christ, proved that. For instance, he raised 
back to life the faithful man Lazarus. (Luke 
11:31; John 11:1-44) As you can imagine, 
many of those who witnessed Lazarus’ com-
20. (a) When is it that the day of death is bet­ter than the day of birth? (b) How must Laza­rus’ resurrection have affected many?

Do You Recall?
□ In what ways are animals and hu­

mans comparable?
□ Why does death emphasize that 

much of human effort and activity is 
vanity?

□ How can the day of death be better 
than the day of birth?

□ Our having a meaningful purpose in 
life depends on what relationship?
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ing back to life were greatly affected, put­
ting faith in God’s Son. (John 11:45) Do 
you think that they felt without purpose 
in life, having no idea who they were and 
where they were going? On the contrary, 
they could see that they need not be mere 
animals that are born, live for a time, and 
then die. Their purpose in life was directly 
and intimately tied up with knowing Jesus’ 
Father and doing His will. What about you? 
Has this discussion helped you to see, or

to see more clearly, how your life can and 
should have real purpose?

21 Yet, having genuine and meaningful 
purpose in living means far more than 
thinking about death and living again 
thereafter. It involves what we are doing 
with our lives on a day-to-day basis. Solo­
mon also made that clear in Ecclesiastes, as 
we will see in the following article.
21. What aspect of finding meaning in our life do we yet want to examine?

“T h e  w h o l e
OBLIGATION OF MAN”

“Fear the true God and keep his commandments. For this is the 
whole obligation o f m an .ECCLESIASTES 12:13.

HAT is Jehovah asking back 
\  X /  from you?” An ancient proph- 
V  V  et posed that question. Then 

he specified what Jehovah required—exer­
cise justice, love kindness, and walk modest­
ly with God.—Micah 6:8.

2 In this day of individuality and inde­
pendence, many are uncomfortable with the 
idea that God requires something of them. 
They do not want to be obliged. But what of 
the conclusion that Solomon reached in Ec­
clesiastes? “The conclusion of the matter, 
everything having been heard, is: Fear the 
true God and keep his commandments. For 
this is the whole obligation of man.”—Ec­
clesiastes 12:13.
1, 2. Why is it appropriate to consider our obli­gation to God?

3 Whatever our circumstances and out­
look on life, we can be greatly benefited if 
we consider the background of that conclu­
sion. King Solomon, the writer of this in­
spired book, considered some of the very 
things that are part of our day-to-day life. 
Some might hastily conclude that his analy­
sis is basically negative. Yet it was divinely 
inspired and can help us to evaluate our ac­
tivities and priorities, with increased joy as 
a result.

Meeting Life’s Principal Concerns
4 Solomon profoundly examined ‘the occu­

pation of the sons of mankind.’ “I set my
3. Why should we give serious thought to the book of Ecclesiastes?4. What did Solomon examine and discuss in Ec­clesiastes?
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heart to seek and explore wisdom in rela­
tion to everything that has been done under 
the heavens.” By “occupation” Solomon did 
not necessarily mean a job, or employment, 
but rather the whole scope of what men 
and women are occupied with throughout 
their lives. (Ecclesiastes 1:13) Let us consid­
er some principal concerns, or occupations, 
and then compare our own activities and 
priorities.

5 Certainly money is at the core of many 
human concerns and activities. No one can 
justly say that Solomon had the noncha­
lant view of money that some wealthy peo­
ple have. He readily acknowledged the need 
for some money; having adequate finances is 
better than having to live austerely or in 
poverty. (Ecclesiastes 7:11,12) But you must 
have seen that money, with the possessions 
it buys, can become the prime goal in life 
—for the poor as well as the rich.

6 Recall Jesus’ illustration of the rich man 
who, never satisfied, worked to acquire 
more. God judged him unreasonable. Why? 
Because our ‘life does not result from the 
things we possess.’ (Luke 12:15-21) Solo­
mon’s experience—probably more extensive 
than ours—confirms Jesus’ words. Read the 
description at Ecclesiastes 2:4-9. For some 
time Solomon applied himself to gaining 
riches. He built exquisite homes and gar­
dens. He could afford and obtained beauti­
ful female companions. Did wealth and what 
it enabled him to do bring deep satisfac­
tion, a sense of true accomplishment, and 
meaning in his life? He answered frankly: 
“I, even I, turned toward all the works of 
mine that my hands had done and toward 
the hard work that I had worked hard to ac-
5. What is one of the chief occupations of hu­mans?
6. What can we learn about money from one of Jesus’ illustrations and from Solomon’s own ex­perience?

complish, and, look! everything was vanity 
and a striving after wind, and there was 
nothing of advantage under the sun.”—Ec­
clesiastes 2:11; 4:8.

7 That is realistic, a truth borne out in 
many lives. We must admit that having 
more money just does not solve all prob­
lems. It could solve some, such as making 
the obtaining of food and clothing easier. 
But a person can wear only one outfit at a 
time and enjoy only a certain amount of food 
and drink. And you have read of rich peo­
ple whose lives are plagued by divorce, alco­
hol or drug abuse, and feuds with relatives. 
Multimillionaire J. P. Getty said: “Mon­
ey doesn’t necessarily have any connection 
with happiness. Maybe with unhappiness.” 
For good reason, Solomon classed the loving 
of silver with vanity. Contrast that fact with 
Solomon’s observation: “Sweet is the sleep 
of the one serving, regardless of whether it 
is little or much that he eats; but the plen­
ty belonging to the rich one is not permit­
ting him to sleep.”—Ecclesiastes 5:10-12.

8 Money and possessions also do not bring 
a sense of contentment as to the future. If 
you had more money and possessions, you 
would likely have added anxiety about pro­
tecting them, and you still would not know 
what tomorrow will bring. Might you lose it 
all, along with your life? (Ecclesiastes 5:13- 
17; 9:11,12) This being so, it should not be 
difficult to see why our life, or occupation, 
should have a higher, more lasting meaning 
than money and possessions.

Family, Fame, and Power
9 Solomon’s analysis of life included the

7. (a) Experience proves what as to the value of money? (b) What have you personally seen that bears out Solomon’s conclusion?8. What reason is there not to overestimate the importance of money?9. Why did family life rightly come up in Solo­mon’s examination?
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matter of preoccupation with family. The 
Bible highlights family life, including the 
joy of having and rearing children. (Genesis 
2:22-24; Psalm 127:3-5; Proverbs 5:15, 18- 
20; 6:20; Mark 10:6-9; Ephesians 5:22-33) Is 
that, though, the ultimate aspect of life? It 
seems that many think so, given the empha­
sis in some cultures on marriage, children, 
and family ties. Yet Ecclesiastes 6:3 shows 
that even having a hundred children is not 
a key to satisfaction in life. Imagine how 
many parents have made sacrifices for the 
sake of their children in order to give them 
a good start and make their life easier. No­
ble as that is, surely our Creator did not 
mean that the central object of our exis­
tence is merely to pass life to the next gen­
eration, as animals instinctively do to con­
tinue the species.

10 Solomon perceptively brought up some 
realities of family life. For example, a man 
may focus on making provision for his chil­
dren and grandchildren. But will they prove 
to be wise? Or will they be foolish with what 
he strove to accumulate for them? If the 
latter occurs, what a “vanity and a big ca­
lamity” it would be!—Ecclesiastes 2:18-21; 
1 Kings 12:8; 2 Chronicles 12:1-4, 9.

11 At the other extreme, many have subor­
dinated normal family life to their determi­
nation to achieve fame or power over others. 
This may be a fault more common among 
males. Have you seen this in your school­
mates, workmates, or neighbors? Many
10. Why may undue focus on the family prove to be vanity?11, 12. (a) On what pursuits in life have some concentrated? (b) Why can it be said that seek­ing prominence is “a striving after the wind”?
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struggle desperately to be noticed, to be­
come somebody, or to wield authority over 
others. But how truly meaningful is this?

12 Think how some struggle to become fa­
mous, whether on a small or a large scale. 
We see it in school, in our neighborhood, 
and in various social groups. It also is an im­
pelling force in those wanting to become 
known in the arts, entertainment, and poli­
tics. Is it not, though, an essentially vain ef­
fort? Solomon correctly called it “a striving 
after the wind.” (Ecclesiastes 4:4) Even if 
a youth became prominent in a club, on a 
sports team, or in a musical group—or some 
man or woman gained repute in a company 
or community—how many really know of 
it? Do most people on the other side of the 
globe (or even of the same country) know 
that the person exists? Or do they just con­
tinue in life totally unaware of what lit­
tle fame he or she has? And the same can 
be said of any power or authority a person 
achieves on the job, in a town, or among a 
group.

13 What does such prominence or author­
ity amount to in the long run? As one gen­
eration goes and another comes, the promi­
nent or powerful people pass off the scene 
and are forgotten. That is true of builders, 
musicians and other artists, social reform­
ers, and so on, just as it is true of most pol­
iticians and military leaders. Of those occu­
pations, how many specific individuals do 
you know of who lived between the years 
1700 and 1800? Solomon rightly assessed 
matters, saying: “A live dog is better off 
than a dead lion. For the living are conscious 
that they will die; but as for the dead, they 
are conscious of nothing at all, . . . the re­
membrance of them has been forgotten.”
13. (a) How does Ecclesiastes 9:4, 5 help us to have a proper view of striving for prominence or power? (b) What facts should we face if this life is all there is? (See footnote.)

(Ecclesiastes 9:4, 5) And if this life is all 
there is, then striving for prominence or 
power really is vanity.*

Our Focus and Obligation
14 Solomon did not comment on many ac­

tivities, goals, and pleasures on which hu­
mans focus their lives. Yet, what he wrote 
is sufficient. Our consideration of the book 
need not seem grim or negative, for we 
have realistically reviewed a book of the Bi­
ble that Jehovah God deliberately inspired 
for our benefit. It can help each of us set 
straight our outlook on life and what we fo­
cus on. (Ecclesiastes 7:2; 2 Timothy 3:16,17) 
That is especially so in view of the conclu­
sions that Jehovah helped Solomon reach.

15 One point that Solomon repeatedly 
raised was that servants of the true God 
should find joy in their activities before 
Him. “I have come to know that there is 
nothing better for them than to rejoice and 
to do good during one’s life; and also that 
every man should eat and indeed drink and 
see good for all his hard work. It is the gift 
of God.” (Ecclesiastes 2:24; 3:12,13; 5:18; 8:

* The Watchtower once made this insightful comment: “We should not waste this life on vanities . . .  If this life is all there is, there is nothing im­portant. This life is like a ball thrown into the air that soon falls into the dust again. It is a fleeting shadow, a fading flower, a blade of grass to be cut and soon withered. . . .  On the scales of eternity our life span is a negligible speck. In the stream of time it is not even a healthy drop. Certainly [Solomon] is right when he reviews life’s many human concerns and activities and pronounces them vanity. We are so soon gone we might as well have never come, one of billions to come and go, with so few ever know­ing we were here at all. This view is not cynical or somber or morose or morbid. It is truth, a fact to face, a practical view, if this life is all there is.”—Au­gust 1, 1957, page 472.
14. Why should the book of Ecclesiastes help us personally?15, 16. (a) What was Solomon’s view of enjoy­ing life? (b) What appropriate qualification did Solomon put on enjoying life?
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15) Notice that Solomon was not encourag­
ing revelry; nor did he endorse an attitude 
of ‘Let’s eat, drink, and be merry, for tomor­
row we die.’ (1 Corinthians 15:14, 32-34) He 
meant that we should find enjoyment in nor­
mal pleasures, such as eating and drinking, 
as we ‘do good during our life.’ That unques­
tionably focuses our life on the will of the 
Creator, who determines what is truly good. 
—Psalm 25:8; Ecclesiastes 9:1; Mark 10:17, 
18; Romans 12:2.

16 Solomon wrote: “Go, eat your food with 
rejoicing and drink your wine with a good 
heart, because already the true God has 
found pleasure in your works.” (Ecclesiastes 
9:7-9) Yes, the man or woman who really has 
a rich and fulfilling life is active in works in 
which Jehovah finds pleasure. That calls on 
us to take him into consideration constant­
ly. How different this outlook is from that 
of the majority of people, who approach life 
based on human reasonings!

17 Though some religions teach about a 
hereafter, many people believe that this
17, 18. (a) How do many people react to the realities of life? (b) What result should we al­ways bear in mind?

life is really all they can be sure of. You 
may have seen them react as Solomon de­
scribed: “Because sentence against a bad 
work has not been executed speedily, that 
is why the heart of the sons of men has 
become fully set in them to do bad.” (Ec­
clesiastes 8:11) Even those who do not be­
come steeped in vile deeds show that they 
are principally concerned with the here and 
now. That is one reason why money, posses­
sions, prestige, authority over others, fami­
ly, or other such interests take on exagger­
ated importance to them. Solomon did not 
leave the thought there, however. He added: 
“Although a sinner may be doing bad a hun­
dred times and continuing a long time as he 
pleases, yet I am also aware that it will turn 
out well with those fearing the true God, 
because they were in fear of him. But it will 
not turn out well at all with the wicked one, 
neither will he prolong his days that are like 
a shadow, because he is not in fear of God.” 
(Ecclesiastes 8:12, 13) Clearly, Solomon was 
convinced that it will turn out well for us if 
we ‘fear the true God.’ How well? We can 
find the answer in the contrast he drew. Je­
hovah can ‘prolong our days.’
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18 Those who are still relatively young es­
pecially ought to ponder the absolutely re­
liable fact that it will turn out well with 
them if  they fear God. As you personal­
ly may have seen, the fastest runner may stumble and lose the race. A powerful army 
may go down in defeat. A smart business­
man may find himself in poverty. And many 
other uncertainties make life quite unpre­
dictable. But you can be absolutely certain 
of this: The wisest and surest course is to 
enjoy life while you do good within God’s 
moral laws and according to his will. (Ec­
clesiastes 9:11) This includes learning from 
the Bible what God’s will is, dedicating 
one’s life to him, and becoming a baptized Christian.—Matthew 28:19, 20.

19 The Creator will not force youths or 
others to follow his guidance. They can 
immerse themselves in education, perhaps 
even becoming life-long students of books of 
human learning without number. That will 
eventually prove wearisome to the flesh. Or they can walk in the ways of their imper­
fect human heart or follow what appeals to 
the eyes. That will assuredly bring vexa­
tion, and a life thus spent will in time prove 
to be mere vanity. (Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:12; 
1 John 2:15-17) So Solomon makes an appeal 
to youths—an appeal that we should seri­
ously consider, whatever our age: “Remem­
ber, now, your Grand Creator in the days of 
your young manhood, before the calamitous 
days proceed to come, or the years have ar­
rived when you will say: ‘I have no delight 
in them.’”—Ecclesiastes 12:1.

20 What shall we conclude, then? Well, what about the conclusion that Solomon 
reached? He saw, or examined, “all the 
works that were done under the sun, and, 
look! everything was vanity and a striving 
after wind.” (Ecclesiastes 1:14) We do not
19. How can youths use their lives, but what is the wise course?20. What is the balanced view of the message in Ecclesiastes?

find in the book of Ecclesiastes the words of 
a cynic or a disgruntled man. They are part 
of God’s inspired Word and worthy of our 
consideration.

21 Solomon surveyed human to iling, 
struggles, and aspirations. He reflected on 
how things turn out in the normal course of 
affairs, the frustrating and empty outcome 
that so many humans experience. He consid­
ered the reality of human imperfection and 
resulting death. And he factored in God- 
given knowledge of the state of the dead 
and the prospects for any future life. All 
this was evaluated by a man who had divine­
ly enhanced wisdom, yes, one of the wisest 
humans who ever lived. Then the conclusion he reached was incorporated in the Holy 
Scriptures for the benefit of all who want a 
truly meaningful life. Should we not agree?

22 “The conclusion of the matter, every­
thing having been heard, is: Fear the true 
God and keep his commandments. For this 
is the whole obligation of man. For the true 
God himself will bring every sort of work 
into the judgment in relation to every hid­
den thing, as to whether it is good or bad.” 
—Ecclesiastes 12:13,14.
21, 22. (a) What aspects of life did Solomon take into consideration? (b) What wise conclu­sion did he reach? (c) How has examining the contents of Ecclesiastes affected you?

Do You Recall?
□ What is the wise evaluation of the 

place of possessions in your life?
□ Why should we not put undue em­

phasis on family, on fame, or on au­
thority over others?

□ What divine attitude toward enjoy­
ment did Solomon encourage?

□ How have you benefited from con­
sidering the book of Ecclesiastes?
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RECENT years have 
seen unprecedent- 
ed progress in the 

field of medicine. How­
ever, while solving med­
ical problems, some ad­
vances have created 
ethical ones.

Doctors have to ponder 
such dilemmas as: Should 
aggressive medical treat­
ment sometimes be aban­
doned so that a patient 
can die with dignity?
Should a doctor overrule 
a patient’s decision if he feels it is in the 
patient’s best interests? How should health 
care be rationed when expensive treatment 
is not available for everyone?

Such complex issues have brought into 
focus the medical discipline called bioeth­
ics. This speciality aims to help doctors and 
scientists to deal with the ethical impli­
cations of biological research and medical 
advances. Since many of the most difficult 
decisions arise in hospitals, many hospi­
tals have established bioethical committees. 
Usually the committee members—including 
doctors and lawyers—attend seminars on 
bioethics, where ethical problems in medi­
cine are analyzed.

Some questions frequently raised in such 
seminars are: To what extent should doc­
tors respect the beliefs of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses who, primarily for religious reasons, 
refuse to accept blood transfusions? Should 
a doctor transfuse a patient against the pa­

tient’s will if that seems medically “advis­
able”? Would it be ethical to do so without 
the patient’s knowledge, as if ‘what the pa­tient doesn’t know won’t hurt him’?

To handle such issues appropriately, doc­
tors need an objective understanding of the 
Witnesses’ viewpoint. On their part, Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses are eager to explain their po­
sition to doctors, realizing that mutual un­derstanding can serve to avoid confrontation.

A Meeting of Minds
Professor Diego Gracia, a prominent Span­

ish authority in bioethics, wanted his class 
to have such a dialogue. “It is only right that you [Jehovah’s Witnesses] be given an op­
portunity to express your concerns . . .  in 
view of the difficulties you have had in con­
nection with blood transfusions,” the profes­
sor said.

Thus, on June 5, 1996, three representa­tives of Jehovah’s Witnesses were invited to the Complutense University in Madrid,
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Spain, to explain their viewpoint. Some 
40 doctors and other professionals were 
present.

After the Witnesses made a brief presen­
tation, the session was opened to questions. 
All present concurred that an adult patient 
should have the right to refuse a partic­
ular medical treatment. The class also be­
lieved that a transfusion should never be ad­
ministered without the patient’s informed 
consent. Yet some aspects of the Witnesses’ 
stand concerned them.

One question concerned money. Some­
times bloodless surgery involves special 
equipment, such as laser surgery, as well as 
costly drugs, such as erythropoietin, used 
to stimulate red blood cell production. One 
doctor wondered if by refusing a less expen­
sive option (homologous blood), the Witness­
es might be expecting public-health services 
to give them special privileges.

While recognizing that money is neces­
sarily a factor that doctors have to consid­
er, a Witness representative referred to pub­
lished studies that analyze the hidden costs 
of homologous blood transfusions. These in­
clude the cost of treating transfusion- 
related complications, as well as the loss of 
income resulting from such complications. 
He quoted a comprehensive study from the 
United States that indicated that the aver­
age unit of blood, although initially costing 
only $250, actually generated expenses of 
over $1,300—more than five times the orig­
inal sum. Hence, he pointed out, when all 
factors are taken into account, bloodless sur­
gery is cost-effective. Furthermore, much of 
the so-called extra cost of bloodless surgery 
is equipment that is reusable.

Another question on the minds of sever­
al doctors related to group pressure. What 
would happen, they wondered, if a Wit­
ness wavered and accepted a blood transfu­
sion? Would he be ostracized by the Witness 
community?
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The response would depend on the actu­
al situation, for disobeying God’s law cer­
tainly is a serious matter, something for the 
congregation’s elders to examine. The Wit­
nesses would want to help any person who 
has undergone the traumatic experience of 
life-threatening surgery and who has ac­
cepted a transfusion. Doubtless such a Wit­
ness would feel very bad and be concerned 
about his relationship with God. Such a per­
son may need help and understanding. Since 
the backbone of Christianity is love, the el­
ders would want, as in all judicial cases, to 
temper firmness with mercy.—Matthew 9: 
12, 13; John 7:24.

“Won’t you be reassessing your ethical 
stand before long?” asked a professor in 
bioethics, who was visiting from the United 
States. “Other religions have done that in re­
cent years.”

The stand of the Witnesses respecting the 
sanctity of blood is a doctrinal belief rather 
than an ethical viewpoint subject to periodic 
review, he was told. The clear Biblical com­
mand leaves no room for compromise. (Acts 
15:28, 29) Violating such a divine law would 
be as unacceptable to a Witness as condon­
ing idolatry or fornication.

Jehovah’s Witnesses appreciate very 
much the willingness of doctors—like the 
ones present at the bioethics seminar in Ma­
drid—to respect their decision to seek al­
ternative treatment that accords with their 
Bible-based convictions. Doubtless, bioeth­
ics will play an important role in improv­
ing doctor-patient relationships and foster­
ing greater respect for the wishes of the 
patient.

As a famous Spanish physician is report­
ed to have said, doctors must always remem­
ber that they “work with imperfect instru­
ments and fallible means.” They therefore 
need the “conviction that love should always 
extend to where knowledge cannot reach.”



Bringing Spiritual Freedom to 
Those in Prison

( ( T y r E  HAVE been waiting for 
\  X /  you.” “These past few nights, 
V V  I have dreamed about your 

coming.” “Thank you for assigning some­
one to visit us regularly.” “We want to 
express our gratitude for each and every 
blessing that we undeservedly receive from 
Jehovah and his organization and for the 
spiritual food given at the right time.” 

What was the reason for these expres­
sions of gratitude? These are some expres­
sions from inmates confined in different 
prisons in Mexico. They appreciate the at­
tention they are receiving from Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, which has brought them spiri­
tual freedom even while in prison. In Mex­
ico there are 42 jails where Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses regularly minister to the spiritual

needs of inmates. These places are called 
Centro Readaptacion Social (Social Reha­
bilitation Center). In some of these pris­
ons, Christian meetings are even being held 
regularly with very good results. For ex­
ample, at one recent count, some 380 per­
sons were attending the meetings in these 
places. At that point an average of 350 Bible 
studies were being conducted. Thirty-seven 
had qualified to begin preaching, and 32 
had dedicated their lives to Jehovah, sym­
bolizing this by water baptism.

How the Work Is Done
How do Jehovah’s Witnesses carry on 

their preaching work in these places? First 
they go to the officials in charge to request
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written authorization to enter the prison, 
explaining the purpose of the visits—to 
teach the prisoners how to improve their 
quality of life and serve God in a way pleas­
ing to him.

In each case the authorities have given 
their permission. These officials appreciate 
the Bible instruction that is being offered 
to the inmates. The prison authorities have 
observed that Jehovah’s Witnesses obey the 
security regulations established for these 
places. They have allowed these visiting 
ministers to use offices, dining rooms, and 
shops to hold their meetings. In one place 
the Witnesses were even permitted to build 
a small Kingdom Hall, as shown in the fol­
lowing experience related by a traveling 
overseer in southeastern Mexico.

“Early in 1991 we began visiting the pris­
on in Tehuantepec, Oaxaca, where we found 
great spiritual hunger. We soon started 
27 Bible studies. In view of the interest 
of the prisoners, five congregation meet­
ings were scheduled. One of the prisoners, 
who showed great love for Jehovah, decid­
ed to build a small Kingdom Hall inside 
the confine so as to have a place to hold 
meetings. He went to the prison director 
and asked for permission, and the authori­
ties were very cooperative. At the begin­
ning of December 1992, six prisoners quali­
fied as publishers of the good news. Because 
of the progress shown, arrangements were 
made to hold the Memorial inside the pris­
on. We asked the prison director for permis­
sion to bring in the emblems—the bread 
and the wine—and after a four-hour discus­
sion, permission was given.

“It so happened that on April 3, 1993 
(three days before the Memorial celebra­
tion), some prisoners were released. When 
one who was a publisher received his re­
lease papers, he asked to speak to the prison

director to obtain permission to stay until 
after the Memorial celebration. This really 
surprised the director, as this is not a very 
common request, but in view of the prison­
er’s great interest in attending the Memo­
rial there in prison, he granted the request. 
The Memorial was attended by 53 persons, 
who shed tears of joy at the end of the pro­
gram. We have agreed to call this group 
‘Freedom Cereso,’ because they are free in 
a spiritual sense.”

The work of Jehovah’s Witnesses is very 
much appreciated in these places. In one of 
these penitentiaries, the person in charge 
openly recommends attending the meet­
ings of Jehovah’s Witnesses as “therapy” 
for a speedy rehabilitation of inmates.
A Successful Rehabilitation Program

The activity of Jehovah’s Witnesses has 
resulted in the complete rehabilitation 
of many prisoners. While it is often true 
that those who have been in prison re­
turn to a life of crime once they are re­
leased, those who have truly accepted the 
message of God’s Word have changed com­
pletely. Their transformation reminds us of 
the words of the apostle Paul: “Neither for­
nicators . . . , nor thieves, nor greedy per­
sons, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor­
tioners will inherit God’s kingdom. And yet 
that is what some of you were. But you have 
been washed clean, but you have been sanc­
tified, but you have been declared righteous 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
with the spirit of our God.”—1 Corinthians 
6:9-11.

The outstanding change in their person­
ality is evident when they express their 
feelings. Miguel, who is in the Campeche 
prison in Campeche City, put it this way: 
“Today I can say with joy that I count my-
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Manybenefited from the Christian 
truths they learned in prison

self among the other sheep who have the 
hope recorded at 2 Peter 3:13 and Matthew 
5:5.” Jose, who is in the Koben, Campeche 
prison, commented: “Although I am a pris­
oner and my crime may be very serious, I 
understand that Jehovah is very merciful 
and listens to my prayers and supplications. 
He can pardon my transgressions and give 
me the opportunity to spend the rest of my 
life sharing the good news about the King­
dom of God. Thanks go to our elders for the 
time they take visiting us in jail so that we 
may benefit from God’s Kingdom promises. 
What pleasant blessings! Can I say that I 
am a prisoner? No, Jehovah has given me 
the spiritual freedom that I needed.”

What is it that makes murderers, rap­
ists, arsonists, thieves, and others change to 
become right-living Christians? According 
to these same men, it is the transforming

power of God’s Word and the good asso­
ciation with truly devout people. The case 
of Tiburcio, confined to the penitentiary in 
Mazatlan, Sinaloa, illustrates the success of 
this rehabilitation program. He had been in 
the jail in Concordia, Sinaloa, where he had 
problems because of his violent temper. His 
wife was one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, and 
he used to treat her very badly, even when 
she came to visit him in the jail. She was 
patient and kept coming to visit him, so he 
asked her to bring him the book You Can 
Live Forever in Paradise on Earth, which 
he began studying by himself.* Then he 
asked for somebody to come to the jail to 
study with him. He started to make spiri­
tual progress, and his relations with oth­
ers began to change for the better. He was

* Published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract So­ciety of New York, Inc.
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transferred to the prison in Mazatlan where 
there is a group studying the Bible, and 
now he is a publisher. He comments: “Now, 
along with my wife and children and my in­
mate companions, I am very grateful to be 
able to listen to Bible truths in this place, 
with the hope that in the near future, I will 
be released and be able to attend all the as­
semblies and congregation meetings.”

Also, there is Conrado, who is very grate­
ful for the changes he has been able to make 
in his life. He had such marital problems 
that his wife left him. So he sought refuge 
in drugs. In time he became a drug dealer. 
He was arrested and sentenced to prison 
for transporting a shipment of marijuana 
and cocaine. In prison there was a group 
studying the Bible with Jehovah’s Witness­
es, and he was invited to study with them. 
He expresses his feelings this way: “I was 
impressed with the orderly way the meet­
ings were conducted, the program of inves­
tigation by means of the publications, and 
the fact that everything was based on the 
Bible. I immediately asked for a Bible study 
and began to attend meetings.” That was in 
January 1993. Now Conrado is out of pris­
on and continues progressing in the Chris­
tian congregation.

The Islas Marias
In Mexico there is a dreaded prison con­

sisting of four islands called the Islas Ma­
rias. The prisoners can travel about the 
penal islands on which they are incarcerat­
ed. Some live there with their wives and 
children.

A small congregation has been estab­
lished. Three brothers from Mazatlan travel 
there once a month, helping to conduct the 
meetings, provide literature, and give en­
couragement. Sometimes the circuit over­

seer goes over to visit them. The average 
attendance is between 20 and 25. There 
are four baptized and two unbaptized pub­
lishers. The traveling overseer reports that 
“some walk 17 kilometers [10 miles] to at­
tend meetings on Sunday and have to leave 
the meeting in a hurry in order to get back 
for roll call. Walking quickly, it takes over 
two hours to get back.” One of the broth­
ers, who learned the truth in that prison, 
recently said: “I used to be interested in 
getting out soon, but now it can be when­
ever Jehovah wills, as in any case I have a 
lot of work to do here on the inside.”

We are happy to see that the truth is 
exercising its power to free sincere ones 
who are looking for a way to please Jeho­
vah. Over a dozen of these, who learned the 
truth in prison, have been released, got bap­
tized, and now lead honorable lives as God’s 
servants, some even becoming congregation 
elders. The power that the Bible has to heal 
hearts and reform people has been dramat­
ically demonstrated. Once these men who 
were incarcerated for committing misdeeds 
enter the path of the light of God’s Word, 
they experience the true freedom that Je­
sus promised when he said: “You will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
—John 8:32; Psalm 119:105.

In Our Next Issue

Fundamentalism— What Is It? 
Why Is It Spreading?

Are You Ready for Jehovah's Day?

Are You Afraid to Trust Others?

2 4  THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 15, 1997



Betw een “Go d ’s Idols in  Greece?
Agreement

TEMPLE” AND

ON THIS very hot summer day, the sun 
beats down on the glittering stones. 
The extreme heat, however, does not 
seem to dampen the spirits and fierce determi­
nation of a throng of devout Greek Orthodox 

pilgrims who head for the chapel at the top of 
the hill.

You see an exhausted old woman, who jour­
neyed from the other end of the country, 
struggling to keep her tired feet going. A lit­
tle farther up, an eager man is heavily per­
spiring as he anxiously tries to make his way 
through the jostling crowd. And a young girl, 
obviously in pain and with a desperate expres­
sion on her face, crawls on her badly bleeding 
knees. The goal? To reach on time, to pray j



before and, if possi­
ble, to touch and kiss 
the icon of the cele­
brated “saint.”

Scenes similar to 
this one are repeat­
ed all over the world 
at places devoted 
to the veneration of 
“saints.” Apparently, 
all these pilgrims are 
convinced that in this 
way they are follow­
ing God’s way for ap­
proaching him, thus expressing their de­
votion and faith. The book Our Orthodox 
Christian Faith states: “We commemorate 
[the “saints”], and ascribe glory and hon­
our to their holy personages . . . , and we 
ask their prayers before God on our behalf 
and their supplications and aid in the many 
needs of our lives. . . . We recourse to the 
wonder-working Saints . . .  for our spiritual 
and bodily needs.” Also, according to syn­
odic canons of the Roman Catholic Church, 
“saints” are to be invoked as intercessors 
with God, and both the relics and the images 
of the “saints” are to be venerated.

The primary concern of a genuine Chris­
tian should be to worship God “with spir­
it and truth.” (John 4:24) For this reason 
let us consider some facts about the way in 
which the veneration of “saints” was intro­
duced as part of the religious practices of 
Christendom. Such an examination should 
be very enlightening for everyone desiring 
to approach God in a way acceptable to Him.

How “Saints” Were Adopted
The Christian Greek Scriptures desig­

nate as “holy ones,” or “saints,” all those 
early Christians who were cleansed by the 
blood of Christ and who were set apart for 
God’s service as prospective joint heirs with

Christ. (Acts 9:32; 
2 Corinthians 1:1; 13: 
13)* Men and women, 
prominent and low­
ly ones in the con­
gregation, all were 
described as “holy 
ones” while living 
here on earth. Rec­
ognition of their be­
ing saints Scriptural- 
ly was obviously not 
deferred until after 
they had died.

After the second century C.E., though, 
while apostate Christianity was taking 
shape, the tendency was to try to make 
Christianity popular, a religion that would 
appeal to pagan peoples and be readily ac­
ceptable to them. These pagans worshiped 
a pantheon of gods, and the new religion 
was strictly monotheistic. So a compromise 
would be possible through the adoption of 
“saints,” who would take the place of the an­
cient gods, demigods, and mythical heroes. 
Commenting on this, the book Ekklisiastiki 
Istoria (Ecclesiastical History) states: “For 
those being converted from paganism to 
Christianity, it was easy to recognize their 
abandoned heroes in the person of the mar­
tyrs and to start rendering them the honor 
they previously gave to the former ones.. . .  
Very often, however, the rendering of such 
honor to the saints came to be pure idolatry.”

Another reference work explains how 
“saints” were introduced into Christendom: 
“In the rendering of honor to the saints of 
the Greek Orthodox Church, we find ob­
vious traces of the strong influence that pa­
gan religion had. Qualities that were attrib­
uted to the Olympian gods before [people] 
were converted to Christianity were now as-

* Some Bible translations render the Greek word ha'gi-os as “holy one,” others as “saint.”

Daphni monastery— an alternative place 
of worship for the pagans of ancient Athens
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cribed to the saints. . . . From the early 
years of the new religion, we see its adher­
ents replacing the sun-god (Phoebus Apollo) 
with the Prophet Elijah, building church­
es on, or next to, the ruins of ancient tem­
ples or shrines of this god, mostly on the 
top of hills and mountains, at every place 
where the ancient Greeks honored the light- 
giver Phoebus Apollo. . . . They even iden­
tified the Virgin-goddess Athena with the 
Virgin Mary herself. Thus, the gap that 
was created when the idol of Athena was 
torn down was eliminated within the soul of 
the converted idolater.”—Neoteron Enkyk- 
lopaidikon Lexikon (New Encyclopedic Dic­
tionary), Volume 1, pages 270-1.

Examine, for instance, the situation ex­
isting in Athens as late as the end of the 
fourth century C.E. The majority of the in­
habitants of that city were still pagans. One 
of their most sacred rituals was the Eleu- 
sinian mysteries, a double event,* held an­
nually in February in the town of Eleusis, 
14 miles northwest of Athens. To attend 
these mysteries, the pagan Athenians had to 
follow the Sacred Way (Hi-e-ra' Ho-dos'). 
Attempting to provide an alternative place 
of worship, the leaders of the city proved to 
be quite ingenious. On the same road, about 
six miles from Athens, the Daphni monas­
tery was built to attract the pagans and to 
prevent them from attending the mysteries. 
The church of the monastery was built on 
the foundation of the ancient temple devot­
ed to the Greek god Daphnaios, or Pythios 
Apollo.

Evidence of the integration of pagan dei­
ties into the veneration of “saints” can be 
found also on the island of Kithira, Greece. 
On one of the island’s summits, there are 
two small Byzantine chapels—one of them 
dedicated to “Saint” George, the other to

* The Greater Eleusinia was held every year in September in Athens and Eleusis.

the Virgin Mary. Excavations revealed that 
this was the site of a Minoan summit shrine 
that served as a place of worship almost 
3,500 years ago. During the sixth or seventh 
century C.E., “Christians” built their chap­
el to “Saint” George on the exact site of 
the summit shrine. The move was highly 
symbolic; that advanced center of Minoan 
religion commanded the sea routes of the 
Aegean Sea. The two churches were built 
there to secure the favor of Our Lady and 
“Saint” George, the latter being celebrat­
ed on the same day as the “seamen’s pro­
tector,” “Saint” Nicholas. A newspaper re­
porting on this discovery said: “Today the 
[Greek Orthodox] priest will ascend the 
mountain, just as in ancient times the Mi­
noan priest would,” in order to perform re­
ligious services!

Summing up the extent to which apostate 
Christianity was influenced by pagan Greek 
religion, a historical researcher points out: 
“The paganistic substratum of the Christian 
religion often remains unchanged in popu­
lar beliefs, thus testifying to the enduring 
nature of tradition.”

‘Worshiping What We Know’
Jesus said to the Samaritan woman: “We 

worship what we know.. . .  The true worship­
ers will worship the Father with spirit and 
truth, for, indeed, the Father is looking for 
suchlike ones to worship him.” (John 4:22, 
23) Notice that worship with truth is a must! 
It is therefore impossible to worship God ac­
ceptably without accurate knowledge of and 
a deep love for the truth. The true Christian 
religion must be founded on truth, not on 
traditions and practices borrowed from pa­
ganism. We know how Jehovah feels when 
people attempt to worship him in the wrong 
way. The apostle Paul wrote to the Chris­
tians in the ancient Greek city of Corinth: 
“What harmony is there between Christ and 
Belial? . . . What agreement does God’s
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Unlikely Use of the Parthenon
"Christian" Emperor Theodosius II, with edicts pertaining to the city of Ath­

ens (438 C.E.), abolished the pagan rites and mysteries, closed the pagan tem­
ples. They could thereafter be converted into Christian churches. The only requirement for a successful 
conversion of a temple was to purify it by installing a cross in it!

One of the first temples to be converted was the Parthenon. Major renovation took place in order to 
make the Parthenon suitably fit for use as a "Christian" temple. From 869 C.E., it served as the cathe­
dral of Athens. Initially it was honored as the church of "Holy Wisdom." This could have been a pur­
poseful reminder of the fact that the original "owner" of the temple, Athena, was the goddess of wis­
dom. Later it was dedicated to "Our Lady the Athenian." After eight centuries of Orthodox usage, the 
temple was converted into the Catholic church of St. Mary of Athens. Such religious "recycling" of the 
Parthenon continued when, in the 15th century, the Ottoman Turks converted it into a mosque.

Today the Parthenon, the ancient Doric temple of Athena Parthenos ("Virgin"), the Greek goddess 
of wisdom, is visited by thousands of tourists as simply a masterpiece of Greek architecture.

temple have with idols?” (2 Corinthians 6:15, 
16) Any attempt to harmonize God’s temple 
with idols is repulsive to him.

Furthermore, in a very clear way, the 
Scriptures rule out the idea of praying to 
“saints” in order for them to act as inter­
cessors with God. In his model prayer, Je­
sus taught that prayers are to be addressed 
to the Father only, since he directed his 
disciples: “You must pray, then, this way: 
‘Our Father in the heavens, let your name 
be sanctified.’ ” (Matthew 6:9) Jesus further 
stated: “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father ex­
cept through me. If you ask anything in my 
name, I will do it.” And the apostle Paul stat­
ed: “There is one God, and one mediator be­
tween God and men, a man, Christ Jesus.” 
—John 14:6, 14; 1 Timothy 2:5.

If we truly want our prayers to be heard 
by God, it is essential that we approach him 
in the way that his Word directs. Stress­
ing the only valid way to approach Jehovah, 
Paul also wrote: “Christ Jesus is the one who 
died, yes, rather the one who was raised up 
from the dead, who is on the right hand of 
God, who also pleads for us.” “He is able also 
to save completely those who are approach­

ing God through him, because he is always 
alive to plead for them.”—Romans 8:34; He­
brews 7:25.

‘Worshiping With Spirit and Truth’
Apostate Christianity had neither the 

spiritual strength nor the support of God’s 
holy spirit to motivate the pagans to aban­
don their false worship and follow the truth­
ful teachings of Jesus Christ. It absorbed 
pagan beliefs and practices in its quest for 
converts, power, and popularity. For this 
reason it produced, not sound Christians, ac­
ceptable to God and Christ, but counterfeit 
believers, “weeds” unfit for the Kingdom. 
—Matthew 13:24-30.

During this time of the end, however, un­
der Jehovah’s direction there is a momen­
tous movement in restoring true worship. 
Jehovah’s people worldwide, regardless of 
their cultural, social, or religious back­
ground, try to conform their lives and be­
liefs to the standards of the Bible. If you 
want to learn more about how to worship 
God “with spirit and truth,” please contact 
Jehovah’s Witnesses where you live. They 
will be more than happy to help you offer ac­
ceptable sacred service to God, based on your
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power of reason and an accurate knowledge 
of his Word. Paul wrote: “I entreat you by 
the compassions of God, brothers, to present 
your bodies a sacrifice living, holy, accept­
able to God, a sacred service with your pow­
er of reason. And quit being fashioned after 
this system of things, but be transformed by 
making your mind over, that you may prove 
to yourselves the good and acceptable and 
perfect will of God.” And to the Colossians

he said: “We, from the day we heard of it, 
have not ceased praying for you and ask­
ing that you may be filled with the accurate 
knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spir­
itual comprehension, in order to walk wor­
thily of Jehovah to the end of fully pleasing 
him as you go on bearing fruit in every good 
work and increasing in the accurate knowl­
edge of God.”—Romans 12:1, 2; Colossians 
1:9, 10.

jyynyyyyn^

QUESTIONS FROM READERS
“The Watchtower" of August 15, 1996, 
said: “In the final part of the tribulation,
'flesh' that has fled to Jehovah's side will 
be saved." Is that suggesting that after the 
first phase of the great tribulation, many 
new ones will come over to God's side?

That was not the point being made.

Jesus' words found at Matthew 24:22 will pri­
marily be fulfilled in the future by a salvation 
through the first part of the coming great trib­
ulation, the attack on religion. The article said: 
"Recall that 'flesh,' both of the anointed remnant 
and of the 'great crowd,' already will have been 
saved when Babylon the Great goes down swiftly 
and completely in the first part of the tribulation."

Such faithful ones will be in no danger when Je­
sus and his heavenly army act in the final part 
of the tribulation. But who will thus pass through 
that phase of the tribulation? Revelation 7:9, 14 
shows that a great crowd having an earthly hope 
will survive. What of spirit-anointed Christians? 
"Questions From Readers" in The Watchtower of 
August 15, 1990, discussed why we cannot be 
dogmatic about when the remnant of anointed 
ones will be taken to heaven. So the recent article 
(August 15, 1996) left the matter open, making 
the general comment: "Likewise in the final part of 
the tribulation, 'flesh' that has fled to Jehovah's 
side will be saved."

As to whether any new ones may be able to 
learn the truth and come over to God's side after 
the great tribulation begins, note Jesus' words re­
corded at Matthew 24:29-31. After the outbreak 
of the tribulation, the sign of the Son of man will 
appear. Jesus said that all the tribes of the earth 
will beat themselves and lament. He did not say 
anything about people waking up to the situation, 
repenting, taking God's side, and becoming true 
disciples.

Similarly, in the parable of the sheep and the 
goats, the Son of man appears and judicially sep­
arates people on the basis of what they had done 
or not done in the past. Jesus said nothing about 
people who long displayed goatlike attributes sud­
denly turning around and becoming like sheep. He 
comes to judge on the basis of what people had 
already proved to be.— Matthew 25:31-46.

But, again, there is no reason to be dogmatic on 
this point. God's people, both of the anointed and 
of the great crowd, know what they have to do 
now— preach and make disciples. (Matthew 28: 
19, 20; Mark 13:10) Right now is the period for 
us to take to heart the exhortation: "Working to­
gether with him, we also entreat you not to accept 
the undeserved kindness of God and miss its pur­
pose. For he says: 'In an acceptable time I heard 
you, and in a day of salvation I helped you.' Look! 
Now is the especially acceptable time. Look! Now 
is the day of salvation."— 2 Corinthians 6:1, 2.
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MAY 23-25
LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Cen­ter, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
MAY 30-JUNE 1
LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Cen­ter, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
JUNE 6-8
KANSAS CITY, MO, Kemper Arena, 1800 Genes- see St.NEW HAVEN, CT, Veterans Memorial Coliseum, 275 S. Orange St.
TUCSON, AZ, Convention Center,260 S. Church St.
JUNE 13-15
BILLINGS, MT, MetraPark Arena, Hwy. #  10.
CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th & Cic­ero Ave.
COLUMBIA, SC, Carolina Coliseum, Assembly & Blossom Sts.
COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Convention Center, 400 N. High St.
JACKSON, MS, Mississippi Coliseum, 1207 Missis­sippi St.
KANSAS CITY, MO, Kemper Arena, 1800 Genes- see St.
MADISON, WI, Dane County Memorial Coliseum, 1881 Expo Mall East.
MEMPHIS, TN, Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-South Fairgrounds.NEW HAVEN, CT, Veterans Memorial Coliseum, 275 S. Orange St.
PONTIAC, MI, Silverdome, 1200 Featherstone Rd.
RENO, NV, Lawlor Events Center, 15th & Virginia Sts.
SAN DIEGO, CA, Jack Murphy Stadium, 9449 Friars Rd.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.TUCSON, AZ, Convention Center,260 S. Church St.
JUNE 20-22
BEAUMONT, TX (Spanish only), Civic Center Are­na, 701 Main St.
CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th & Cic­ero Ave.
COLUMBIA, SC, Carolina Coliseum, Assembly & Blossom Sts.
COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Convention Center, 400 N. High St.
FORT WORTH, TX, Tarrant County Convention Center, 1111 Houston St.
HIALEAH, FL (Spanish only), Hialeah Park Race Track, E. 32nd St. at E. 2nd Ave.
JACKSON, MS, Mississippi Coliseum, 1207 Missis­sippi St.
LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Cen­ter, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.
MADISON, WI, Dane County Memorial Coliseum, 1881 Expo Mall East.MEMPHIS, TN, Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-South Fairgrounds.
NEW HAVEN, CT, Veterans Memorial Coliseum, 275 S. Orange St.
PORTLAND, ME, Cumberland County Civic Cen-'  ter, 1 Civic Center Square.
PROVIDENCE, RI, Civic Center, One LaSalle Sq.RENO, NV, Lawlor Events Center, 15th & Virginia Sts.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center, 400 1st St. S.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.WEST PALM BEACH, FL, Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.
JUNE 27-29
ALBANY, GA, Civic Center, 100 West Oglethorpe Ave.
ALBUQUERQUE, NM, University of New Mexico - University Arena, 1414 University Blvd. S.E.AMARILLO, TX, Civic Center Coliseum, 3rd & Buchanan Sts.

AMHERST, MA, The Mullins Center, University of Massachusetts, Commonwealth Ave.
BEAUMONT, TX (Spanish only), Civic Center Are­na, 701 Main St.
CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th & Cicero Ave.COLUMBIA, SC, Carolina Coliseum, Assembly & Blossom Sts.
COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Convention Center, 400 N. High St.
DAYTON, OH, Ervin J. Nutter Center, Wright StateUniversity, Colonel Glen Hwy.
FORT WORTH, TX, Tarrant County Convention Center, 1111 Houston St.
HIALEAH, FL (Spanish only), Hialeah Park Race Track, E. 32nd St. at E. 2nd Ave.
JACKSON, MS, Mississippi Coliseum, 1207 Missis­sippi St.
LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Cen­ter, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.
MADISON, WI, Dane County Memorial Coliseum, 1881 Expo Mall East.
MEMPHIS, TN, Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-South Fairgrounds.
NEW HAVEN, CT (Spanish only), Veterans Memo­rial Coliseum, 275 S. Orange St.
PHILADELPHIA, PA, Veterans Stadium, S. Broad &PattisonAve.
PORTLAND, ME, Cumberland County Civic Cen­ter, 1 Civic Center Square.
PROVIDENCE, RI, Civic Center, One LaSalle Sq.
RENO, NV, Lawlor Events Center, 15th & Virginia Sts.
RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St.
ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Arena,30 2nd Ave. S.E.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center, 4001st St.S.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.
TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. “D” St.
TUCSON, AZ, Convention Center, 260 S. Church St.
JULY 4-6
ALBANY, GA, Civic Center, 100 West OglethorpeAve.
ALBUQUERQUE, NM, University of New Mexico - University Arena, 1414 University Blvd. S.E.
AMARILLO, TX (Spanish only), Civic Center Coli­seum, 3rd & Buchanan Sts.
AMHERST, MA, The Mullins Center, University of Massachusetts, Commonwealth Ave.
BEAUMONT, TX (Spanish only), Civic Center Are­na, 701 Main St.
BELLEVILLE, MI (Greek only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 43777 Ecorse Rd.
BIRMINGHAM, AL, Civic Center Coliseum, One Civic Center Plaza.
CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th & Cicero Ave.
COLUMBIA, SC, Carolina Coliseum, Assembly & Blossom Sts.
DAYTON, OH, Ervin J. Nutter Center, Wright StateUniversity, Colonel Glen Hwy.
DENVER, CO, McNichols Sports Arena,1635 Clay St.
FORT WORTH, TX, Tarrant County Convention Center, 1111 Houston St.
HIALEAH, FL (Spanish only), Hialeah Park Race Track, E. 32nd St. at E. 2nd Ave.
JACKSON, MS, Mississippi Coliseum, 1207 Missis­sippi St.
JERSEY CITY, NJ (American Sign Language only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2932 Ken­nedy Blvd.
KENNEWICK, WA, Tri-Cities Coliseum, 7100 W. Quinault.
LINCOLN, NE, Devaney Sports Center, 16th St. & Military Rd.
MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.
NAMPA, ID, The Idaho Center, 5000 Garrity Blvd.

OGDEN, UT, Dee Events Center, 4600 South 1400 E.PEORIA, IL, Peoria Civic Center Arena, 201 S.W. Jefferson St.RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St.ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Arena,30 2nd Ave. S.E.ST. PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center, 400 1st St. S.SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Portuguese sessions also), Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.
SPRINGFIELD, IL, Prairie Capital Convention Center, One Convention Center Plaza.
SYRACUSE, NY, Onondaga County War Memorial Arena, 515 Montgomery St.
TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. “D” St.
UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memorial Col­iseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.
WEST PALM BEACH, FL, Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.
WICHITA, KS, Kansas Coliseum, 1-135 at 85th St. N.
JULY 11-13
BAKERSFIELD, CA, Bakersfield Convention Cen­ter Arena, 1001 Truxtun Ave.BISMARCK, ND, Civic Center Arena, 601E. Sweet Ave.CICERO, IL (Spanish only), Hawthorne Race Track, 35th & Cicero Ave.
DAYTON, OH, Ervin J. Nutter Center, Wright StateUniversity, Colonel Glen Hwy.
DENVER, CO, McNichols Sports Arena, 1635 Clay St.
FORT WORTH, TX (Spanish only), Tarrant Coun­ty Convention Center, 1111 Hou&ion St.
HIALEAH, FL (Spanish only), Hialeah Park Race Track, E. 32nd St. at E. 2nd Ave.
HOUSTON, TX, Astrodome, Loop 610 at Kirby Dr.
HUNTSVILLE, AL, Von Braun Civic Center Arena, 700 Monroe St.JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum, Gator Bowl Sports Complex.JERSEY CITY, NJ (French only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy Blvd.
KENNEWICK, WA, Tri-Cities Coliseum, 7100 W. Quinault.LOUISVILLE, KY, Freedom Hall Coliseum, Ken­tucky Fair & Expo Center, 937 Phillips Ln.
MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.
MONROE, NY (Portuguese only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mountain & Forest Rds.
PHILADELPHIA, PA, Veterans Stadium, S. Broad &PattisonAve.RICHMOND, CA (Tagalog only), Richmond Me­morial Convention Center Arena, 2544 Barrett Ave.
RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St.ST. PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center, 400 1st St. S.SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Vietnamese only), Cow Palace - South Exhibit Hall, Geneva Ave.SPRINGFIELD, IL, Prairie Capital Convention Center, One Convention Center Plaza.SYRACUSE, NY, Onondaga County War Memorial Arena, 515 Montgomery St.
TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. “D” St.TUCSON, AZ (Spanish only), Convention Center, 260 S. Church St.UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memorial Col­iseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.
JULY 18-20
CICERO, IL (Spanish only), Hawthorne Race Track, 35th & Cicero Ave.FORT WORTH, TX (Spanish only), Tarrant Coun­ty Convention Center, 1111 Houston St.HAMPTON, VA, Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum Dr.HIALEAH, FL (French only), Hialeah Park Race Track, E. 32nd St. at E. 2nd Ave.HUNTSVILLE, AL, Von Braun Civic Center Arena, 700 Monroe St.



JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum, Gator Bowl Sports Complex.
JERSEY CITY, NJ (French only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy Blvd.
JOHNSON CITY, TN, Freedom Hall Civic Center Arena, Liberty Bell Blvd.KENNEWICK, WA, Tri-Cities Coliseum, 7100 W. Quinault.RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St.
ROCKFORD, IL, Metrocentre Arena, 300 Elm St.ST. PETERSBURG, FL (Spanish only), Bayfront Center, 4001st St. S.SAN ANTONIO, TX, Freeman Coliseum Arena, East Houston & Coliseum Rd.SAN DIEGO, CA (Spanish only), Jack Murphy Sta­dium, 9449 Friars Rd.SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Spanish only), Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. “D” St.TUCSON, AZ (Spanish only), Convention Center, 260 S. Church St.UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memorial Col­iseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.WEST PALM BEACH, FL, Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.
JULY 25-27
BAKERSFIELD, CA, Bakersfield Convention Cen­ter Arena, 1001 Truxtun Ave.
ESCONDIDO, CA (Japanese only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 1873 Iris Ln.
HAMPTON, VA, Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum Dr.JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum, Gator Bowl Sports Complex.JERSEY CITY, NJ (Korean only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy Blvd.
JOHNSON CITY, TN, Freedom Hall Civic Center Arena, Liberty Bell Blvd.ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Arena,30 2nd Ave. S.E.ST. PETERSBURG, FL (Spanish only), Bayfront Center, 4001st St. S.SAN ANTONIO, TX, Freeman Coliseum Arena, East Houston & Coliseum Rd.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Spanish only), Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.
SPRINGFIELD, IL, Prairie Capital Convention Center, One Convention Center Plaza.
SYRACUSE, NY, Onondaga County War Memorial Arena, 515 Montgomery St.UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memorial Col­iseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.
AUGUST 1-3
BAKERSFIELD, CA, Bakersfield Convention Cen­ter Arena, 1001 Truxtun Ave.CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State University Convocation Centre, Prospect & E. 21st Sts.ESCONDIDO, CA (American Sign Language only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 1873 IrisLn.JACKSON, MS, Mississippi Coliseum, 1207 Missis­sippi St.LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Cen­ter, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.ROANOKE, VA, Civic Center, 710 Williamson Rd. N.E.
ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Arena,30 2nd Ave. S.E.SYRACUSE, NY, Onondaga County War Memorial Arena, 515 Montgomery St.
UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memorial Col­iseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.WEST PALM BEACH, FL, Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.WOODLAND HILLS, CA (Korean only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 20600 Ventura Blvd.
AUGUST 8-10
BAKERSFIELD, CA, Bakersfield Convention Cen­ter Arena, 1001 Truxtun Ave.
CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State University Convocation Centre, Prospect & E. 21st Sts.
CORPUS CHRISTI, TX (Spanish only), Memorial Coliseum, 402 S. Shoreline Blvd.JACKSON, MS, Mississippi Coliseum, 1207 Missis­sippi St.LONG BEACH, CA, Long Beach Convention Cen­ter, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.LONG ISLAND CITY, NY (Japanese only), Assem­bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 44-17 Greenpoint Ave.OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, Myriad, One Myriad Gar­dens.ROANOKE, VA, Civic Center, 710 Williamson Rd. N.E.

SAN ANTONIO, TX (Spanish only), Freeman Col­iseum Arena, East Houston & Coliseum Rd.
TOLEDO, OH, University of Toledo - Savage Hall, 2801W. Bancroft.UNIONDALE, NY (Spanish only), Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.
AUGUST 15-17
BAKERSFIELD, CA (Spanish only), Bakersfield Convention Center Arena, 1001 Truxtun Ave.CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State University Convocation Centre, Prospect & E. 21st Sts.CORPUS CHRISTI, TX (Spanish only), Memorial Coliseum, 402 S. Shoreline Blvd.
LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Convention Center, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.LONG ISLAND CITY, NY (Italian only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 44-17 Greenpoint
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, Myriad, One Myriad Gar­dens.TOLEDO, OH, University of Toledo - Savage Hall, 2801W. Bancroft.
UNIONDALE, NY (Spanish only), Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.
AUGUST 22-24
BAKERSFIELD, CA (Spanish only), Bakersfield Convention Center Arena, 1001 Truxtun Ave.
CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State University Convocation Centre, Prospect & E. 21st Sts.CORPUS CHRISTI, TX (Spanish Only), Memorial Coliseum, 402 S. Shoreline Blvd.LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Convention Center, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.LONG ISLAND CITY, NY (Chinese only), Assem­bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 44-17 Greenpoint Ave.UNIONDALE, NY (Spanish only), Nassau Veterans Memorial Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.
AUGUST 29-31
LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Convention Center, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.NAMPA, ID (Spanish only), The Idaho Center, 5000 Garrity Blvd.
SEPTEMBER 5-7
LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Convention Center, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.
SEPTEMBER 12-14
LONG BEACH, CA (Spanish only), Long Beach Convention Center, 300 E. Ocean Blvd.

JUNE 13-15
GUERNSEY, C.I., Beau Sejour Leisure Centre,St. Peter Port.
JUNE 20-22COVENTRY, Highfield Road Stadium, King Rich­

ard St.NEWCASTLE, Newcastle Arena, Arena Way.
SOUTHAMPTON, Southampton Football Club, The Dell.
JUNE 27-29
LONDON (Italian only), Edgware Kingdom Hall Complex, Avion Crescent.PLYMOUTH, Plymouth Argyle Football Club, Home Park.
JULY 4-6
BRISTOL, Bristol City Football Club, Ashton Gate.LEEDS, Leeds United Football Club, EUand Rd.LONDON (Greek only), North London Assembly Hall, 174 Bowes Rd.
JULY 11-13NOTTINGHAM, Notts County Football Club, Meadow Ln.PERTH, St. Johnstone Football Club, McDiarmid Park, Crieff Rd.
JULY 18-20
LONDON (CRYSTAL PALACE), National Sports Centre, Norwood.MANCHESTER, Manchester Arena, Hunts Bank.
NORWICH, Norwich City Football Club, Car- row Rd.WOLVERHAMPTON, Wolverhampton Wanderers Football Club, Molineux Ground.
JULY 25-27LONDON (Spanish only), North London Assembly Hall, 174 Bowes Rd.LONDON (TWICKENHAM), Rugby Union Ground, Whitton Road, Twickenham, Middx.
AUGUST 1-3
BRIGHTON, The Brighton Centre, Kings Rd.

Ireland
JULY 11-13
NAVAN, CO. MEATH., Navan Exhibition Centre, Trim Rd.
JULY 18-20NAVAN, CO. MEATH., Navan Exhibition Centre, Trim Rd.
JULY 25-27NAVAN, CO. MEATH., Navan Exhibition Centre, Trim Rd.

C anada
JUNE 20-22KITCHENER, ONT., Kitchener Memorial Audito­rium Complex, 400 East Ave.MONCTON, N.B., Coliseum Agrena, Killam Dr.PENTICTON, B.C., Penticton Trade & Convention Centre, 273 Power St.WINDSOR, ONT., St. Denis Athletic & Community Centre, University of Windsor, College Ave. & Huron Church Rd.
JUNE 27-29
BRANDON, MAN., Keystone Centre, #1 -1175 Eighteenth St.DARTMOUTH, N.S., Dartmouth Sportsplex,110 Wyse Rd.HAMILTON, ONT. (Sign language also; Greek ses­sions also), Copps Coliseum, 101 York Blvd.KITCHENER, ONT. (Spanish only), Kitchener Memorial Auditorium Complex, 400 East Ave.LETHBRIDGE, ALTA., Canada Games Sports­plex, 2510 Scenic Dr.SHERBROOKE, QUE. (French only), Palais des sports, 360, rue Parc.VANCOUVER, B.C. (Sign language also), Pacific Coliseum, P.N.E. Grounds, Hastings St. E. & Ren­frew St.
JULY 4-6HAMILTON, ONT., Copps Coliseum, 101 York Blvd.KAMLOOPS, B.C., Riverside Coliseum, 300 Lome St.MOUNT PEARL, NFLD., Mount Pearl Glacier, Olympic Dr.QUEBEC CITY, QUE. (French only), Colis6e de Quebec, 2205, avenue du Colis6e.RED DEER, ALTA. (Spanish sessions also), Cen- trium, Westerner Park, 4900 Delbume Rd.SASKATOON, SASK. (Sign language also), Sas­katchewan Place, 3515 Thatcher Ave.SHERBROOKE, QUE. (French only), Palais des sports, 360, rue Parc.VICTORIA, B.C., Victoria Memorial Arena, 1925 Blanshard St.
JULY 11-13MONTREAL, QUE. (Arabic only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 12700, boul. M&ropoli- tain Est, Pointe-aux-Trembles.NANAIMO, B.C., Frank Crane Arena, Beban Park Recreation Centre, 2300 Bowen Rd.NORTH BAY, ONT., Memorial Gardens Sports Arena, 100 Chippewa St. E.PRINCE GEORGE, B.C., Prince George Multi­plex Arena, 2188 Ospika Blvd.RED DEER, ALTA., Centrium, Westerner Park, 4900 Delburne Rd.SHERBROOKE, QUE. (French only; sign lan­guage also), Palais des sports, 360, rue Parc.
JULY 18-20BRAMPTON, ONT. (Portuguese only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Hwy. 7,1 mile W. of Mississauga Rd., Norval.GRANDE PRAIRIE, ALTA., Canada Games Are­na, 10017 99 Ave.MONTREAL, QUE. (Spanish only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 12700, boul. M6tropoli- tain Est, Pointe-aux-Trembles.NORTH BAY, ONT. (French only), Memorial Gar­dens Sports Arena, 100 Chippewa St. E.SHERBROOKE, QUE., Palais des sports, 360, rue Parc.SURREY, B.C. (Chinese only), Assembly Hall of Je­hovah’s Witnesses, 15577 82nd Ave.
JULY 25-27BRAMPTON, ONT. (Polish only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Hwy. 7,1 mileW. of Missis­sauga Rd., Norval.MONTREAL, QUE. (Italian only), Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 12700, boul. M6tropoli- tain Est, Pointe-aux-Trembles.SHERBROOKE, QUE., Palais des sports, 360, rue Parc.SURREY, B.C. (Spanish only), Assembly Hall of Je­hovah’s Witnesses, 15577 82nd Ave.

Britain



The Truth A bout He

REPORT by the Church of England's doc­
trine commission states that hell is not a 
fiery furnace after all; rather, it is an ab­

stract place of nothingness. "There are many 
reasons for this change," the report explains. 
"But amongst them have been the moral protest 
from both within and without the Christian faith 
against a religion of fear, and a growing sense 
that the picture of God who consigned millions 
to eternal torment was far removed from the rev­
elation of God's love in Christ."

This discomfort with the traditional view of hell 
is not exclusive to the Church of England. Peo­
ple from various denominations find it difficult to 
worship a vengeful God who incinerates sinners. 
"People want a God who's warm and fuzzy," 
says Jackson Carroll, professor of religion and 
society at Duke University's Divinity School. "It's 
counter to the culture of today to talk about sin 
and guilt."

Jehovah's Witnesses have long held that hell,

as the Bible teaches it, is simply the common 
grave of dead mankind— not a place of fiery 
torment. They hold this view, not because it is 
popular, but because of what the Bible says: "As 
for the dead, they are conscious of nothing at all 
. . . There is no work nor devising nor knowledge 
nor wisdom in Sheol ["hell," Catholic Douay Ver­
sion]."— Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10.

With this clear understanding regarding the 
condition of the dead, Charles Taze Russell, first 
president of the Watch Tower Society, wrote 
back in 1896: "We find [in the Bible] no such 
place of everlasting torture as the creeds and 
hymn-books, and many pulpits, erroneously 
teach. Yet we have found a 'hell,' sheol, hades, 
to which all our race were condemned on account 
of Adam's sin, and from which all are redeemed 
by our Lord's death; and that 'hell' is the tomb 
— the death condition."

Thus for more than a century, Jehovah's W it­
nesses have taught the Biblical truth about hell.


