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ma ouha%l o mrndq ( sg gte assing rieashadow manorqras

tattheers otrme to redirect ef
ee wh )50Iomoncom aredthe  ward another human gan rrr %

IrveBsg ng %e to.animals. He wrote: “For  failure; nor can a man be erterrntvr(/9 a?eh?ﬁ
ever i % aan appornte\gtrme happen {0 his chularen afta i

atine forbirth an trmetodre "That lat-

ter eventua rty, eath, Is similar for man Time to Make a Good Name

dbeast (frst e one dies, so the other % _ Unlike animals, we humans ave the
res %d et/have all come to, be capacrt to onder What rst emeanuw
rom the dust, and the area returning ex| ten IS 1t qust a fixed ec rt
to the dust.’ —Ecclesra tes 3:1, 2,19, 20. ime to eaorn anh time t? g
Y“We need not find hrs tealrs IC eva! %ard recal Ahe truth rn Soomonswors
uation to be atrv think rn ranted,  aoout man and beast: °T %area return
Bomet toc t[tetesrtuatr n, suc 1 Ing tothedust Doesthat eant at death
wor ng eXtra 0Im rove therrmate]rla abs ends ones existence? Well, the
tuatron eyond what their parents es t at humans do not pos ess an
¥m%y rsu nr]ore g/earé qca lon rmmortal souI that survrve te% dgz
tOIOOVIeora | tangard rvrng esous nd the sou atsr drs
wh re I m& to broa ent elr unaerstan R&ze |ei 51 Solomon elabora eé] ?]
|n of life. Or the may concentrate OHEXF% Vm? are on(; us that they will die: bH
SOY[ﬁ t[ g enslt? gan tter ﬁ as for the dead, they are conscious of not
slignt onggr |f ﬁ ¢ OtS Ing at %II neither do they anymorg have
may rng ¢ rta]rn enels BUtW ocar]t wages, because the rementbrarice of them
suret A SUCBeP”ﬁW' [0 SUCCessful? hasJ)ee(hfor ften. All that ourh?nd inds
ow ng 0 dow

Even If they do, for our ver wer ort ere
BSoloman asked: “Because there exist IS no work nor devisin Pm nowledae nor

wisdom in_Sheol, the place to which you are
Tﬂ ﬁ/hat L oyfcome proves true for both animals qoing —Eccfesrastesp% il y

mon ﬁN C C[sorgej huomﬁﬂs trt’t (g piter the com- tshoulci]we] do éh tani aIs cannot?
A g@ l[<|ng th shoul

What YFHJ)( assessment ofe the lives of most ertru avea earing on
people 1S va
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d]YIn view of that ungvoidable fact, con-

r this st tem ‘A na etter
h 00 or the aX rFdeath than
the d oones |n bor Better IS 1t to
ot the house of m urnrnot ant%goto

Ianquet ouse, hecause

mankind: an the one aﬁrvetsﬁouq

take It to his heart I%c%lesr stes 7:
ustaTo e( (at death has heen ‘teen
% nkind ” No human has been ab

t rink any elixir, eat any vitamin mjx;

olloy_any. diet, or eitoageA Yr(tj p? ercrse
Or%)tten

resu trno In ete naI
heoTon aPtert %Jﬂatas B ame
bettergtﬁ %o 0|I and theZ geath
than the aay one’s’ being orn
BAs noted Solomon Was realrstrc Hg
kne ofhrs ancesﬁorﬁ braham. sa%c an
Jae% W ocertarn ad ma en good name
wrt o]ur e]ator Bern we %uarnt
|t bra gd Jehovah God promised
ess |m an hig seed. (Genesis 1818,
Abraham ha agood name
158 el 0
ham new thath Irfe and the %g Afbhrs
son Wwe fe not srmﬁo part 0 ﬁnever ending

cycle of birth aﬁ eagh TTeere]g(ouseqé/

was more to It t
sured rospecé Iving a an no ecagse
gn immortal Sou e-
raham

they possesse
cause they would be resurrected. A

as convinced that God Was a le to raise
\lwlsala%f gp even from the dead."—Hebrews
DThat is a key to understanding how “a
name Is hetter Phan good l% an tne day
17, (YVhat should Ecclesiastes 7:1, 2 cause us to
h% can we be> sure that Solomon believed

|n the syrrect

meanrnatdpﬂ atesﬁ%@t\évse %rn from Job as to the

12 THE WATCHTOWER- FEBRUARY 15, 1997

of death than the day of one’s being born.”
As Jot% before him, Solomon was convinced
hatt t etol_rlte who' create hdman life can
restore 1t. He can bring back to life humans
who have |ed ?4 g arth utndob
said: You [Jeh ova ercII
sefshal answer g/ou For the wor o our
hands, you will hdve a Iyearnrng " (Joby 14:
15R Think of that! For his Iogal servants
who_have died, our Creator has “a year-
% AYou woudwant f0 s%e the work of
our ansonce more.”—The Jerusalem
| Ie App %lrn g the ransom sacrifice of Je-
sus Christ, the Creator can resurrect hu-
mans. gdohn3l Acts 24:15) Clearly hu
mans can differ from mere animals that die.
2D This means that the da% of death can
be better than the day ofones ern born,
If one has b%ten urtuE g name
with Jehovah, who can re urr ct faithful
ones who die, The Greater Solomon, Jesus
Christ, Froved that. For instance, he raised
back to [ife the faithful man Lazarys. (Luke
:3L; John 11:1-44) As you can imagine,
many of those who witnesSed Lazarus’com-

i A B P
rus’ resurrectro have affe many

Do You Recall?

O Inwhat ways are animals and hu-
mans comparable?

0 Why does death emphasize that
much of human effort and activity is

vanity?
[0 How can the day of death be better
than the day of birth?

[0 Our having a meaningful purpose in
life depends on what relationship?



ck to_life were reat ffected put- t learly, h lif d
?a}(th |nI G\év &Xoﬁ IOL[J)o soSSFdrtTt]aJ\Eg F:eg?gmpgsvgyour e e

}/t%hl that the feIt tnoutvdour 08 4 Vet tta\n enuine and meani ,QfUI
nli aV|n no Idea wh ere an ur ose i1 living’ means a[ more tha
where t ere om ntecon rary % lfout eat |V|n|geaia|n
theP[n uI seeth the nednot be me g tr |nvovsw
ni t%t are orn jve oratlme ar] Wlt ur IV na X asls.

T |r[purpose N Ilfewasdlrect mon a oma er|n 3|astes as

it Ryl Farehiekbal i
Ing Hi ut you?
Has this dtscusgton helped you to seg, or 5%‘w\e/vyheattﬁgﬂt(t%°efxgﬁa?ng.g meaning In our e

“Thewhole
OBLIGATION OF MAN
“Fear the true God and keep his commandments. For this is the
whole obligation OP Man ECCLESIASTES 12:13,

HAT IS Jehovah askin bak 3Whaever our cncumsta

\ x romg/o(&t An anclent r Iookon an be %regtotf ene ted |f
% th ﬁt questto(n We congl ert ack onclu

ova —exe

et po
he s ectfled wha? W sian. % omaon Wnter |s In-
fIS\J)UStICG love klnaness and walk modes streshn conmdereﬁ 50 eo tge ve/g/

— t t
4 thInGct(tjns |\d/lacaof indiyidu I|ty and |nde S(Jll[[]t%ml%]c é?%n ;cgnc?udet%tt%léagna

edafive. Yet It |V|neY

Fnence (En o Tealites Sor 0{}{1 en]nthte ?n%'?rgﬁ i us to evaluate our ac-
eay 3 notowaﬁtt%'rﬁg ggﬁ]edm towhae{gf t|vﬁ|es anH pnonUeE wﬂﬁ mcreased0 Joy &
ElRi il e
everyth haying been near e Fenr the Meetln Life’s Princi fal Concerns
1e°Go Ik % s commandmens. gl 4Solomo grofoundgyex m(ed the occ-
e e a0 ||gat|0n OP man. "¢ Pation of the sons 0 manking. | se my
cIeS|astes 1213, § %%t(t% ého Isd| \S/vgsglve serious thought to the
12 Wh |)tappropriate to consider our obli- cIesmstesgp d% olomon examine and discuss in Ec-

gation 06

THEWATCHTOWER- FEBRUARY 15, 1997 13



heart 0 seelmand xplore wisdom in reja-
on to everyt at has been ?ne under

e, e
But rather thh Who '] sco e otm vh ayt men

% women are occupied with troug out
their lives. F}Ecclesras es 1: 132)Let us copsid-
éorﬂe rincipal concerns roccuPatrons
ror t el compare our own activities and
loriti

5Certarn| money s af the core of manx
an concern gdactrvhtres oone a
s my that olomon had the c
lew of m t at some we(athg
ave He rear acknowledged t

or some moneg N vrng fadequa e rr]ances rs

etter than havin usterely or in

ﬁover SE chesras?es?ll I%But umust

e seen't tmone Wrth the po sy
It It puys, can ecome rime |goa i
the poor as well as_the ric

6Reca|| Jesus 1l usO‘ratron 0 Jhe rich man
who, nev aatrgh worked to ac |r
more. Go He Im unreasonia
ecauseor e does not result rom

things we possess.” 15 e121521 So
onsexge lence anly more ex r(tisrve
than ours—congir Jesus WOI’%S ead the

escrl tron at EcC es stes ? For some
trme ngm apé) self to grnrng
rch es He m X( |s|t§ 0mes
eps ecou afford an tam]e eauti-
ema e cowanrons Didwea andw at
It enabled to do rrnr% %psatrs ac-
tron asens ue acco prsHt an
meaning rn IS Ire He ns rank
Ieve Iture ovKa t orso

at m owar
te ard wor hatlha Wor ed ar to ac-

b, What is one of the chief occupations of hu-
9 Whaf can we learn ?out olherh from one of

esus” lllustrations and'from 0N’ OWN ex-
perience’

14 THE WATCHTOWER- FEBRUARY 15, 1997

complish, .and, Io kl ever dthrnnqolw€s vanit
ang a strrvrgg ater Wi there was
not mr[r of aavantage un er the sun.—Fc-
clesiastes 2:11: 4:8.

7Thait is realistic, a tr th b me out in
many lives. We must admit

aving
[ﬂﬁms rrtto(rroey JUSII does not sot%e aIP [h

the obtarnrng 0? ¥e S me(i Sli i neasrerg
But a person”can wear on

tﬁ"r%ra’?ﬁrvrrr b

Osﬁfhlv sugee hhh P ud?s)ththorrecl(atrves
M{trmr onaire J. P. Getty said: “Mon-

ey clogsn't. necessarily have n connection,
wrt happiness. Maybe wi g gpess
? 00 reason Solo moncassg { ovrnﬂ
gf er witn vanity. Congrast that actwrt
?monsoserva jon; weet r see
e One Servin %ar essg W ete
IS Btteormuc hat ﬁeats ut the P
v elonging o the rich one is not
ting him'to Sleep."—Eccleslastes 5: 012
oney and ossessrons also do pot brrn
“etje et 2 e ‘éttt
oul tﬁq}%have adherp hhet h ero
tectrn andvust Iwo not
morrowwrl TJn ou Iose rt

a anngwrt thmhernu%h hc shou otlbe
iffic to se Ife, or occupation,
should have a higher, more [asting meaning
fhan money ana™possessions.

Family, Fame, and Power
9So|omons analysis of life mcluded the

ce roves What as to he value1
ave sonaly seen t
ol omon us on’

Wyat reas n IS t e)re not to overestimate the

h’/\(tarhpd amily h‘e rightly come up in Solo-
mon's xam nato



Ite o r%‘%é’%“arﬁ‘fl‘)”n%““né?u I WS
120¥o avmglan rea3r|5 g.ch n e&e}g Gen e3|s
EPOG hes}/ans

att the Itlm te as ecto
seemstha man think so, giventh eermo
SIS |n some cultres on m ma e, children,
n family ties. Ye%Eche?asthshows

Et even aw{]% undred children Is not

ey to sat|sat|onr(1}| F]g;q %w
& P%rents helxve made sacrifices for t
Sake'or t elrchédre In order to |vethem
ggood start and make e|r life e S(f

|2 as that hs sure [) Creator did no
mean that the centa 0 Ject of our exis-
tence is merely gass |ife'to the next gen-

erat|on as anim mstmctlvely do to Ton-
tinue the speues

SEma s
le % 0CUS 0N H]c% @? Rr vision Eelspeh\l/ ;

%ewwe l be rocyhﬁ P(] %N?’w
e Strove to aciumu ate or the

atter qceurs, what a “vani b a
R e

1At the other extre have subor-
dinated nor ? nifﬁfetot eir determi-

HLtlonto ag EV afm XOF OWer ver others.
I|S m a fault more common a OnP

males. Have you. seen tnis I‘hB/OUT S

mates, workmates, or nelg ors? Many

[ilo Wh}/ may undue focus on the family prove to

é})&)p ursun |n life hﬁv
cohcentr e %? %canl said t sgg
Ing prommenc s “a tnvmgater e win
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struggle d%speratel to bf notrﬁed to be-
someho % owredauft orrt%oer
others. But how trul meanran] ul 1s thi
2Think how some strquIe 0 become fa-
mous, wWnether ﬂ sma oraIarge scalg
We see it In schaol, In our nergh orhoo
anﬂrnvnoussocrﬁtg ups. [t also IS an im-
E orce In t anting to gcome
nowrt in the arts, entertalnment. an ﬁm]l
Pcs IS it not, thou ane entral vain.e
Solomon or cthae It "4 strivin
ter tﬂ wind. hEcc esiastes 4:4 Even
a yout ecame ominent In a on a
orts team, orr am srca lgeroup—orsome

anor woman |ne §< Wn}y
ost g808 e OH e 0t er the

or communrty
ﬂ]obe or even Of the samec unt know
atthe son exsts Ordothey |
|nufe etot yunaware o
f) ame eorsehas An tesame can
e said of an épower or aut Ority a person
aotgheares on the job, in a town, or among a
BWhat does su%h
rtP/ amount to rg f
ation (oes a anot comesft epr
negt or oweru pe% g)asso tesene
and are for odtten That IS true of urit ers,
musrcrans and other artists, social re orn]
ers, and so on, lust as It strug 0f most g
|t|cransa}ndmrrta lea ers ftho ?c
qatrons ow n}]an sggcr Ic |nd|vr uals do

ou kno Y between the year
/00 and 18007 § be ass ssea

ohton J
atters S)(rn ve od 1s”hetter. 0
éh |? Fort eliyin are Co scrous
atte r u]tas or e ea
are con crous not Rg at all
membrance of them nas been forgotten
a) How does E clesrastes 9:4, 5 help us to
ave f t£

L

P!
Rl thg Sh
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romrnence or author
onlg run? one

ers 99 00tno

Ecclesiastes 94 5) Anq if this life is all
ere IS, [ en srwrng or prominence or
power really Is vanity.

Our Focus and Oblroatron
4Sol omor] did not comment on rna
trvrtre% anri pleasyres on whic
mans focUs their lives, Yet W the
IS SléffICIent Our consideration of t

not see rrm or negative, or we
ve realrst] rfw oohofthe Bl-
ethatJ ova elberate leorred
or our benefit, | tcan hep a wse

strar ouroutoo onli eang
. (Eccl esrnstes [:2: 2T|mot 316, ]]p
gv the con
olomon reac

IS especia so nve
srojrgst at Jel (tvth ! g :
One point that Solomon repeate
rse wa% that servants of[h Pr%}g
oz/ In the actr rtres efore
fo that there r

no[hrn bett rP?heom nto re| |ce
i rfun one’s |i fe ancfl a(f
eveG@r{(P Cetan Indee H rg

|s ard wor It 1St
Ecc eslastes 2:24: 3:12,13: 5:18: 8;
*The

chtower once mae t s insi g{htttul
shou no wast eo v 16S
here |s ere rs no

com t
rtant |e|s I|e baI row[t |not earr
soon a ar is ern
ow, a T3 rn ower a s
soonwrt er Ont eso ernr our
es an rsane [es §'1
o even a er arh u¥n omon |s
rr wen he re rew esm co;\rg
activities and . nounc m van are
%o o e We mr pave ever €o one
I0rs fo come h 0. ew ever h
we were here af all. vewr

i
ber Or Morose or rbr trs
g%rcset ap 6‘&? cal vrew(,] his ﬁfe 15 all Heré S, —Au

14 Wh should the hook of Ecclesiastes help us
t was Solomon’s vi \fvca{ enrgY

g]oqom %Dt on enJgerFfr equa o



S not encourag-

rever HOT orse an attrtu e

Vz“s% %ttét”s'ta%tevsv'ta
]680Iomonw0te “Go, eat
ecause a regg

ur food wrt

Ecc?e |ats
rwomanw orea
|f 1S aCtiVe In wo

|n speas re,
|m Intq consigeration constant-
erentt 1S utoo 15 from that
orrt 0f peo ewho approach life I|
uman reasanings!

Though some religions teach about a

hereafter many people beIreve that this

aI]t8es fIr \% ﬂ% Wna}/t esuts

Irfe %reall all thnt/ can be sur FOf You
ve seen thent react as Solomon de-
scr Because sentence a arns a pad
as not eene xecuted spe e y, that
L ehearto e S0nS. 0 men as
F e fully set in them to dogad
eslastes 8:11 Eve 0S¢
come steeped 1n vile deeds S W at theg
a OanHer concernedyt/ the here an
That'Is one reﬁsonw %// rm/ POSSES-
frons restrge authority over othérs, fami-
her Such mteL ests ta eoneagger
ted |m ortance to them. Solomon 8
aY hou htthere, o ever He adde
as nermeltPr hada LW
trmes an contin n? on trme as he
geases yet | am also aware t % it will turn
ut well wrth those earrng the true. Go
ecauseteY [e n ear But | dtwrl
%urne we Y]vrc
net Wi heproonclrS aP{st

I
Ecaesratescgufze )CTgar fe rOonw
gonv nce t at |tw1ﬁéurn oﬁt TII? or usaﬁ

ar the true How well? We can
nd e answey In the contrast he drew, Je-
ovah can prolong our days.
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Bzmrose WEO alre (s)tnr derel trvebg 03{ T}%
'Iy trtpw furn out We Tt
em t ear éo As you persona

dumtle 3 i ¢ e Apoer am)
ma}{ﬁ] i }I]fltmsee at art usInes

AN man
rtarntres m ur e un
rcﬁ ut ou can e so te ceram
of t |sest a d suretco
eno fe Wh Wrthr
m cor to hrsw
C esr&s rnc Iearnr
thees rleett\)N am and he IS (rjaeba %Izeg
rrs%an at hew 58%19 P
not force yr%uths or

e \ﬂ” r%]UI ance. eyEC%%

ohers to follo
IMMerse thems Ves i education

i
ventua e

ﬁven omrnﬂl ITe-| n%studentso 00

umaniearnr withqQut number t}
can)h})& ﬁarrs%mse ti nerr Imper-

H/ humanfqeart fr\)li/IoYrvgJ %ealsto

the eyes. [hat wr assuredly. bring vexa-
tro hus mt %ro\ée
e] resva}rgv esraste -1
1 o 050 on ma an gpgeal
s—an ap that wes erl-
consrder t atever our a% mem-
er now r?/our ran atorr th ays of
ore the ca am [tous

MOUY ou

{0 CO e or ears [
ae r ity e o Bt

we c ncJude the Well
Wha a o e conc usion t o, nrt])n
rea e saw or ex mm

0 St at Were done un ert sun an
OfO ever I as vanit strrvrn
after wind.” (Ecclesiastes don
é%e How can l%or)tths use their Irves but what is

C

course
t 1.the balanced view of the message in
Clesiastes?
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find in the b ok Of&j sraste he words of

af%ndaor"as 2 are art

ord an wor y of our
consideratio

21Sqlomon surveyed human_ toili
tru ?es and aspirations. erelflecteot1 8

qu% m utmthe orma course o?
Eh airs ustratm emgt}rl outcom
f um errenc e consid-
ere ere |t n m erfe tron an
resul | actore

eo the stae of thy

E?.s e %

S w

enhanced wisd one Oft IS£st

et

umans who ever Jived. Then éhe coHe ti_lri

e reache Wa?] cor rat In i

crrptures for t Ie OIa |l who want

trul Zy meanmg We not agree’
econ usron o em tter every-
een hear IS;

A

IS commnme orthrs
fion of man. ort
el o
—EcclleSQastes 1¥V 1§ ﬁr 115 good orbad.”
B R A

contents OF gC(?]CeSIaS S alfe thteié )?())(S';mnmg

Do You Recall?
0 What is the wise evaluation of the
place of possessions in your life?
[0 Why should we not put undue em-

phasis on family, on fame, or on au-
thority over others?

0 What divine attitude toward enjoy-
ment did Solomon encourage?

[0 How have you benefited from con-
sidering the book of Ecclesiastes?



CENT vears have
seenu rece ent

rogress In the
field o? %lne How-
ever whi esovm mevg-
|ca problems, some ad-
vances have created
et [t)cal oneﬁ :
octors have to
suchd| emmas s gﬁ f
resswe medical treat-
0n some |mes be aban-

nea sotltaht E/%tlltent
o, octar .0 eﬁl
a patlents decision If he feels it g
Eattentsbestt terests? How should hea
are e ratlI r] H(When extr)]egswe treatment
|sgotﬁtva|a| orever% b
uch complex Jssues have brou
focus the mgdlca (SleCIpll : caj aggtoetft
's%tetn'stép%“; 1y i 1 help cocors ad
tlons OfthOO Ical res ch and gtéa
gl s i
taﬁ iﬁtve esta ﬁtshed ?ttcal conYn\ttt(e
sua the Ctimmtttee memb rs—inclu mg
ch awyehs ttend semjnars

cfr?gtatgsanvgrezrgdet

Some quesYtons fr %uentl raised | \B
seminars are: To w H
t]oersserse\sN%ect the b F
refuse o a¢ ePt E1ood transfusions? Shou
a doctor transfuse a patient against the pa-

problems in medi-

siich
it
or I'EJ](S]IOUS e SOHEd

tien |II th tse ms.me VIS
ét?legt\?\Znts novSIee ecalst?f% thtte o%t
|enP oesn’t Ssoqrets?tur htma’ P

Issu

e S Gy fhghf
\R[h esawevt/ oInt. %]n EII‘ g/ﬁl
I'[HESSES € Et’il erto Xg? r
altlon {0..octors, rea ﬁa { mutual U
erstanding can Serve '[0 a 010 con I’OH'[atIOH

A Meetlngﬁof Minds

Prof ssor Dteng Gracla, a rom| ent Span
|s aut orttyt ?{toet ane hIS %ess

aI/e L(J)(\:/ré]lfzti’dl\?\lo[(‘%teSSGS) an 0
éort COﬂ

il
|ew0 T t|e uhave mc-
necttonwnh oo tran usions, tepro es-

sor
Tﬁ %n June 5,.1996, three regresenta—
ttveﬁ of ehovah's' Witnésses wer Mt J
toteCompIutense niversity In- Maarid,
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B e S

After the Wrtnesses made 8 brief presen-

tafjon, the session Was pene to questions,
rsent cochrre ata adutpatrent
sh ou re use a partic-
Iarm caI frea ent ass also
leved tha atr nstusion shoul never e ad-
mrnrster without the patjent’s informed
consant et sogre aspects o te Itnesses’
Some-

stand concerned t
One oues on concerned mone

trmes boo ess su aqserly Invo ve s |aI
rlmn SUC srg

st rus syc ase f o(o |et.|n ue

t(foSt mula ere ctron

ctor won ere e%ex en
SIVe 0 trn omo fness-
es m x ec th Services
tems ecra ees _
hile recoP hzrngo| that mone IS neces-
sarily a facto octors have to. cons

et 0 t%!ttt*tt“z“iti’tittt;t’n
poe theg cost 0 treatrnq fra tisron
related com |cat|ons as Wﬁ as the loss of
H“’metesa cog reDelsive t°m e
nrqe(? gt f the a\er-

ood a't'h ;hernd 2 B/ costin

o iy R

Ve trmest e onagi
sum orn ed hen dll

actors are ta nrnto

ery |sc ective.

co nt, oo ess ur

rm Ie, muc of

eso cae tra costo 000/1ess surgery
1S €q ur mentt at Is reusable.

alﬁ est (in on the minds of
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The response woul% de en% he actu
tuatrn or diso od’s
tar |sasenou matter, smet |n1gh
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Brinaing Spirifual Freedom to
: 1qho|%e In Prison

((TyrE HAVE been Waltlng for  needs of in ates These aic S are caI|1ed
\ X/ ou Tese at%wm hts, Centro ea aP cion Socla C|a Rena-
vV have dreamed about Your  bilitat hon Center). In some of these %rls

coming.” “Thank you olr ass| n|n some- 0ns, |st|anm etings are eveq elng
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express our aﬂtu(&]J eve%/ t one recet ount, some 380 per-
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wrr‘ten authorrzatron to eFter the orrson
arnrng urpose of the Visits—0
(i eorso ders how to Improve therr
ua |(t)y(|)m e and serve God in away pleas-
ol st g
ne BPbIe mstructron ?tat ?Aern%p ??ere
% e ates rrson aut orifi a\]/e
oDserve atile ov sWrtn ssso%
ecurrty[] ations stab(!rs Bse
Pnaces TheV have aI ow(f these vrsrtrn
Inisters t use Offices, dining roomsla
shops 10 hold their meetrngs In qne B a?e
theWrtnesseswereevenf mitted t F
iasmal Krngdom Hall, a (fhown int efo-
owrng rience related by a traveling
overséer In southeastern Mexico.
“Earle%rn 1991 we be a>?anvrshtrng the grrs
onin T uantePec Oaxaca, wheré we f
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Ible studies. |n"view of the interest
o the rrsone five con re atron meet-
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(ﬁ Wh (ﬁ reatrve or Je ov decid-
sma |n dom Hall Insi 8

e con ne 50 as t0 IJoace dto ho
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nlnjg f t9% SIX prisoners quall
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and the Wrne—an after a four-hour discus-
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“It"so happened that on April 3, 1993
athreed IOBetore the Me oPaI cele%ra
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one who waps a{)swrl éj
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rector to obtain permission to_stay until
tter t(he Mem ral ce hraﬂon Th ¥ reaIlI
surprised the director, as this ts not a ver
co mon request, but |nvrewo the prison-
f reat | terestr atten In tel\/lemo
rrﬁ ere in rrson nﬁ) th ere Uest.
The Memorial e}s atte sons
who shed tears o oyadt eeol%
q:ram We have agree tog trsp R
reedom Cereso ecause they are free |
a spiritual sense.”

he work of Jeho s Wrtnesses IS ver
much ap reciateq | ese places..In one
these pe |tent|ar|es the rson hncare
openl recommensatte g %met
9 Jehovan % Itnesses, ds “therapy”
o a Speedy rehabilitation of Inmates.

A Successful Rehabilitation Program
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ﬁelf amon He other shee? who have the Bower of. God’s Word and the gogd asso-
0pe reco 12Pe%er3 3and Matthew  Ciation wit truh/ vout J)eope Tecase

" Jose, who IS Jn the Koben, Campeche  of Tiburcio, contine tot penitentiary
Ilustrate thesg%ces of

grlson commented: Atou 1amaBr|s- ?é Mlmaan%% Pmsgna%a een|

ner and my crime ma Serio this
ungerstand%hat ehO\)/ his ve mercn‘u' the | In Concord where he h a
|stenséom rayers and su Ehc%}mns ems ecauseo |svmen1temper H|
He can pardon ? ansg ressm I\ %e 8

sone ova ven me as come to the jail to
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ansferredtotheprrs nin azatI where
erehrsa rou[o St | ean
elsapu o ments
ongwrth wrean chilar enan
te compariions, | am very grat u o
Irsent Bible trut sr this Iac
Itease 3 that In the near turle will

be able oatteant the as-
sem lies and con regatron megtings.”

50, there Is ora ho |sver¥ te
fu or hechan es eenalfeo ake
ad suc marita Rro ems

In his li t
refyge
%d Tr
He was arreste
ipment 0
rou
ovah’'s Wi

studx J\ﬂtheB ewréhte Hes-
es, and Ne was Jnvited to study with them
He exEresses IS feelin s thrs way: “l was
Impressed with the orderl Xtemeet-
In swer%conducted the pro rmofrnves-
th atgon meanso the pu !)catrons and
%actt at everyt rlgearvta qont
%Irmme lately as oraB estu%/
eantoatten meetrggs That was |
Janua 3. Now Conragd 15 oyt 0 ﬁrrs-
on an contrnues progressing In the Chris-
tian congregation.

hadt his wrfe left nrm S0 he so %
In arugs. Intrmg ecane a

sentence Prrson
for transPortrng as marljuana
and cocaine. | Prrsontﬁre Was,

The Islas Marias

In Me |oo therf IS & drﬁ 3 rrson con-
sisting of four islands calle Las Ma-
ras. The prrsonerW % trave out the
penal is ar]ds onwhic t ey arg incarcerat-
eI roerrr]re Ive there with their wives and

mall ¢ n re ation has been estab-
sﬁerf hree% th IS {om Mazaﬁa tra\r]el
ere once a mogth he mg to conauct t
meetrng Rrovr e literature, and qive en-
couragement. Sometimes the circuit over-
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seer 8oes over to visit them. The averarT;
attendance 15 between 20 and 25. The
frre four_baptized and two unbaptrzed pub
IShers. Tne traveling overseer reports that
“some walk 17 kilg eAersLl mrIesJ to at-
ﬁ meetings on Sunday and have to leave
the meetrnP In a hurry 1 order to Eet back
for roll call! Walkin %qurcklg ttﬁ es over
two hou ?toge(] ack.” Ong of the broth-
ers, wno learned the truth in that prison,
recently said: “1 used to he Interested In
ettin out soon Ut now It can be when-
verf] ovah wills, as In any case I have a
ot of work to do here on the inside.”
We._are ha é)p to see hat the truth is
exercrsrn ower to reg srncere ones
woare oo In or%wayt%pease eho-
ah. Qver a dozen of Lese 0 learned te

truthrnprrson ave been re eased, got bap-
tized, and now lead honorable lives as God’s
servants Some even hecoming congregation
e ders. Thg Powerthat the BI Ie has t0 heal

zitrts (a eform eog been dramat-
ically demonstrated. Once these men who
Were incarcerate orcommrttrn gusdeed
enter the Patho the I|ghtt 0d’s Wor
they experience the trug freedom that Je-
SUS Pro Ised when he said: “You will know
the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
—John 8:32: Psalm 119:105.

In Our Next Issue

Fundamentalism— What Is It?
Why Is It Spreading?

Are You Ready for Jehovah's Day?

Are You Afraid to Trust Others?
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Daphni monastery— an alternative place
OW of worship for the pagans of ancient Athens
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Unlikely Use of the Parthenon

"Christian" Emperor Theodosius I, with edicts pertaining to the city of Ath-
ens (438 C.E.), abolished the pagan rites and mysteries, closed the pagan tem-
ples. They could thereafter be converted into Christian churches. The only requirement for a successful
conversion of a temple was to purify it by installing a cross in it!

One of the first temples to be converted was the Parthenon. Major renovation took place in order to
make the Parthenon suitably fit for use as a "Christian" temple. From 869 C.E., it served as the cathe-
dral of Athens. Initially it was honored as the church of "Holy Wisdom." This could have been a pur-
poseful reminder of the fact that the original "owner" of the temple, Athena, was the goddess of wis-
dom. Later it was dedicated to "Our Lady the Athenian." After eight centuries of Orthodox usage, the
temple was converted into the Catholic church of & Mary of Athens. Such religious "recycling" of the
Parthenon continued when, in the 15th century, the Ottoman Turks converted it into a mosque.

Today the Parthenon, the ancient Doric temple of Athena Parthenos ("Virgin"), the Greek goddess
of wisdom, is visited by thousands of tourists as simply a masterpiece of Greek architecture.
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS

“The Watchtower"™ of August 15, 1996,
said: “In the final part of the tribulation,
'flesh' that has fled to Jehovah's side will
be saved." Is that suggesting that after the
first phase of the great tribulation, many
new ones will come over to God's side?

That was not the point being made.

Jesus' words found at Matthew 24:22 will pri-
marily be fulfilled in the future by a salvation
through the first part of the coming great trib-
ulation, the attack on religion. The article said:
"Recall that ‘flesh," both of the anointed remnant
and of the 'great crowd,' already will have been
saved when Babylon the Great goes down swiftly
and completely in the first part of the tribulation.”

Such faithful ones will be in no danger when Je-
sus and his heavenly army act in the final part
of the tribulation. But who will thus pass through
that phase of the tribulation? Revelation 7:9, 14
shows that a great crowd having an earthly hope
will survive. What of spirit-anointed Christians?
"Questions From Readers" in The Watchtower of
August 15, 1990, discussed why we cannot be
dogmatic about when the remnant of anointed
ones will be taken to heaven. So the recent article
(August 15, 1996) left the matter open, making
the general comment: "Likewise in the final part of
the tribulation, ‘flesh' that has fled to Jehovah's
side will be saved."

As to whether any new ones may be able to
learn the truth and come over to God's side after
the great tribulation begins, note Jesus' words re-
corded at Matthew 24:29-31. After the outbreak
of the tribulation, the sign of the Son of man will
appear. Jesus said that all the tribes of the earth
will beat themselves and lament. He did not say
anything about people waking up to the situation,
repenting, taking God's side, and becoming true
disciples.

Similarly, in the parable of the sheep and the
goats, the Son of man appears and judicially sep-
arates people on the basis of what they had done
or not done in the past. Jesus said nothing about
people who long displayed goatlike attributes sud-
denly turning around and becoming like sheep. He
comes to judge on the basis of what people had
already proved to be.— Matthew 25:31-46.

But, again, there is no reason to be dogmatic on
this point. God's people, both of the anointed and
of the great crowd, know what they have to do
now— preach and make disciples. (Matthew 28:
19, 20; Mark 13:10) Right now is the period for
us to take to heart the exhortation: "Working to-
gether with him, we also entreat you not to accept
the undeserved kindness of God and miss its pur-
pose. For he says: 'In an acceptable time | heard
you, and in a day of salvation | helped you."' Look!
Now is the especially acceptable time. Look! Now
is the day of salvation."— 2 Corinthians 6:1, 2.
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The Truth About He

REPORT by the Church of England's doc-

trine commission states that hell is not a

fiery furnace after all; rather, it is an ab-
stract place of nothingness. "There are many
reasons for this change," the report explains.
"But amongst them have been the moral protest
from both within and without the Christian faith
against a religion of fear, and a growing sense
that the picture of God who consigned millions
to eternal torment was far removed from the rev-
elation of God's love in Christ."

This discomfort with the traditional view of hell
is not exclusive to the Church of England. Peo-
ple from various denominations find it difficult to
worship a vengeful God who incinerates sinners.
"People want a God who's warm and fuzzy,"
says Jackson Carroll, professor of religion and
society at Duke University's Divinity School. "It's
counter to the culture of today to talk about sin
and guilt."

Jehovah's Witnesses have long held that hell,

as the Bible teaches it, is simply the common
grave of dead mankind— not a place of fiery
torment. They hold this view, not because it is
popular, but because of what the Bible says: "As
for the dead, they are conscious of nothing at all
... There is no work nor devising nor knowledge
nor wisdom in Sheol ["hell," Catholic Douay Ver-
sion]."— Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10.

With this clear understanding regarding the
condition of the dead, Charles Taze Russell, first
president of the Watch Tower Society, wrote
back in 1896: "We find [in the Bible] no such
place of everlasting torture as the creeds and
hymn-books, and many pulpits, erroneously
teach. Yet we have found a 'hell," sheol, hades,
to which all our race were condemned on account
of Adam's sin, and from which all are redeemed
by our Lord's death; and that 'hell' is the tomb
— the death condition."”

Thus for more than a century, Jehovah's W it-
nesses have taught the Biblical truth about hell.



