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A Loving Provision for Families

Those in attendance on the second day of the "Messengers
of Godly Peace" District Convention were thrilled to receive the

new publication entitled

TheSecret of Family Happiness. This

book contains Scriptural information that will benefit all fami-

lies that love God.

An elder from Connecticut, U.S.A., comments: "On June 15,
we received our Family Happiness book. By June 16, | was halfway through read-
ing it. On the 17th, we had our first family study in it, and we were so encouraged!
On that same day, | completed reading the book. This fine publication shall no doubt
prove to be dear to all who avail themselves of it. The book's candor and up-to-
date information offer further proof that 'the faithful and discreet slave' is giving
'food at the proper time' and is very much aware of our needs in these trying
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A New Tool to Help People
Learn God's Requirements

[/ v TS simple, direct, and kind approach will
I produce results beyond expectations. The

1 subjects are presented in such an uncom-
plicated and pleasant manner that any sincere,
searching person will be moved to say, 'God
is really among you.™ (1 Corinthians 14:25)
So said one of Jehovah's Witnesses from Thai-
land when describing the new brochure, What
Does God Require of Us? It has been released
by the Watch Tower Society at the "Messen-
gers of Godly Peace" District Conventions dur-
ing 1996/97.

This 32-page, full-color brochure is designed
as a Bible study course. It covers the basic teach-
ings of the Bible. The wording is simple and con-
cise, explaining clearly what God requires of us.
Readers should have no difficulty understanding
it How may you conduct a Bible study in this
new brochure?

Use the questions. There are questions at the
beginning of each lesson. In parentheses af-
ter each question, you will find the numbers of
the paragraphs in which the answers are found.
These questions may be used both as a preview
and as a review teaching aid. For example, at
the beginning of a home Bible study, you might
ask the student the questions so as to get his
comments. Rather than correcting any wrong an-
swers immediately, you could proceed with the
study. At the end of the lesson, you could go
back to the questions to see if the student is now
able to answer them in harmony with the Bible.

Look up the scriptures. In each lesson, short
statements of Bible truths are accompanied by
supporting scriptures. Since most of the scrip-
tures are cited, not quoted, it is important to en-
courage the student to look these texts up in
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his own Bible. He needs to read and meditate
on God's Word before he can apply it in life.
— Joshua 1:8.

Highlight the pictures. The brochure is gener-
ously illustrated with photographs and paintings
— more than 50 pieces of artwork in all. These
are provided not only for visual appeal but also
as further teaching aids. For example, the last
two lessons (one page each, on facing pag-
es) are entitled "Helping Others to Do God's
Will* and "Your Decision to Serve God." The
photographs that spread across the two pages
trace the spiritual progress of the same person,
showing him witnessing informally, sharing in
the house-to-house work, making his dedication,
and finally getting baptized. By directing the stu-
dent's attention to these pictures, you help him
to see the steps that are required in order to
serve God.

What if an interested person does not read
well or is unable to read at all? The Society is
making this new brochure available on audio-
cassette in a number of languages. The cassette
contains the text of the brochure as well as many
of the cited scriptures. It is recorded as follows:
The first question is read, followed by the para-
graph (or paragraphs) answering it, along with
some of the cited scriptures. Then the next ques-
tion is read, followed by the text and scriptures
that answer it, and so on. The student can listen
to the recording as he prepares for the study.
The cassette can also be used when conducting
the study.

Those present at the convention were eager
to use this new brochure in their field ministry.
For example, just days after receiving the bro-
chure, two pioneers (full-time evangelizers) from



the United States placed it with a young couple
on whom they had been calling. When the cou-
ple looked at the table of contents, the lesson
"Practices That God Hates" caught their atten-
tion. "l was always taught that God could nev-
er hate— he's all love,” said the young wom-
an. "This is the one I'm going to read first."
When the two pioneers returned the following
week, the young woman said: "I was reading
the new brochure. It's so hard to do all the
things we should. Jehovah isn't pleased with us
— we aren't married. But we have made a de-
cision. We have made arrangements to get mar-
ried next Friday." Embracing the pioneer couple,
they added: "We apologize for not having the
regular study, but this is a big weight off of us."

By all means, use the new Require brochure.
It is a fine tool to help others learn God's
requirements.

How will you use the new

brochure?
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e VIeWs as unclean.
Blt is not en ug{h hgwever to refrai P
God views as sinfu
kno Iedﬁe of God)

from practices t
SR As we take
aé (;t es do we nee e ouE lives
: 0 rgg grre)s that we re rarn rom what un-
Wt% d re ents | v |ve b)oth the

S requ
Way we treat Ot ers a whnat we reve



voIve the Wa

andt ewrfe to ave Iov and re
ch other. God.r -

|ona needs

Godsre uireme ts
etot s, I

terra SpIrity
thelr chil |[r)en He te
ent to f err

s and customs
r that are co

|ans 6 14 17

or us to me
or Il ht con

ts—ma rra es in whr
e love an trust each other |nstea

e cear trut
teronom 189 13 2Corint

- ItIsita
acea cons

ase Surey Jeho an'’s

req |rements eus of an%rorng

We need |n or

Show Respect for Life and Blood
our Irfe Into harmon
wit Godsstand

S ow respe

I| e of an unbor
recious to Jeh

thwn

ow does ehovah view life and blood?

sacred in God's eyes. ( evrtrcus
soudcomeasno rpr o
expects us to view life d)nd'ﬁ d hdoes
W tdoes Ies ect or |fe and blood re-
ulre of us? As Chrjstians, we do naf take
nnecessa risks with our'lives ust for ex-
L S
t”td Ctéronomy 225 rr dd G 10
chew bet nut flve or
|n ‘war |n rugsf easure Corin-
thians 7:1) Because we Ji toGo hen
fays to st |n rom " \We onoé
blood t trait I6S,

h 5 1808 A A h%“deh v'dd(’?(d”rrﬁg s
not r}iaOS

Ve our present Ji 0ybreak
gC Yv L#S Jeqpardize our gros
toeverastrng el—Matthew 16
dsrta urden or us to tre Leand

blood as s%cre eans |n about
ur reeo un cancer
causedb SmMo 'P%ntdb CC0? burden
t]o escal menta % ca a ctro to
armful.drugs? s 1t a rento ee
- contract%ng DS, hepatitis, or s ot er
disease J ma Ioci transfusion? Ieart(
our avoi mg hurtful ha |ts]and practices 1s
In our best Tnterest.—Isal
DConsider this ex erhence nge ears
ﬂo aW”ness oma owgsa out hree
a halt mont rdant e (5 e
Rrr age one evenrn Was rushed to the
osrr) a fteraﬂ ctor examined her, s
heard him tell one. o te]nursest at

R HhavteehO teaF\I/Teavtvestt el

unoorn, da a Omoﬂtere -

Sr}?eﬂdgn(doncd(e)d t0 suffer some Ydeedrng at

18, What doe)s Jehovah’s view of life and blood
1%% \nf Y)v benefit from showing re-

ecl-l Ordd p ramrly benefit from having
%Bodsvrew of Prt]
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B mes, but seve[al mor}ths |ater she gave
Irt dL

rematurely lthy boy who 1S
oW ? ?rs oiay ?re yur son

AT
knous NGt o se[\an Je ova i tﬁ% O
[€ason J’\ TJS evenalive,” Sure

navin
view of life Was no burden 10 thrs t rﬁrly?

With Jehovah %r anl ed People

Weaen%t anne |n akin the han
es. needeq to rrng our |Iives into harmo
wrt (0 sstanda EJe ovah asapeo
this earth XE cts us to se
|m a}loneg ththem T rrngs us tot\he

ourt Lﬁurrement We must Serve Je
va with AIS sprrrt drrected organrzatron
can God sor anized

Iez)bl-mr/t/entr Accordrngt and

et out In t e crr ture t ve rea
Ove amon temeves

sect or the ods Rt
they preach a out |s Krng om and they
%als % %} o OB JRyen exppe s
ple erdentrfre

Do You Recall?

O Why are God's commandments not
burdensome?

O How do we take in knowledge of
God?

O Why is it not a burden to measure
up to God's standards for right con-
duct and to accept his truth?

O What does God's view of life and
blood require of us?

O With whom does God expect us to
serve him, and how can they be
identified?
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Jehovah Ionﬂ

are n arto this wicked world. (M
6% io n13:3435 17:16,17) T
only one religious 0
ta hesem rks 0
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ZE]I |taburden to se
with his organized No Indeeal
the ontra rtrsa ecous rrvrle%etohae
the ovea sup rto orldwite tam
o ristjan brot ers and sisters. 1P§ e
ma?mesur |vrngashr wreo and find-
ourself In the water, stru grn tosta
afotWhenyufeItht ou cannot
|taP Ionger a and reache outto ou rom
tehe ooat Yes, there are other survivors! In

eboat, you and the othe []s take turns
?wrnd to sh re, picking up other survivors

alon
AAre We n tina srmrlar srtuatron7 We

haveb rom the dan er

ters”o Phg wrcliedworldW |ntothge “ boat”

of Jehova sea lZ [ganizatiqn. Wrg In It
serve sjde |eas We

shores” of a rgé eous new word
Bvressures of u] caHse uts grow
ear aong ny ktul we are
for trfe assi ance and oonl)fort of true Chris-
tian companions!—Prover
ZWhat ahout others—honesthearted
Reoge wh o are st % “Water™ We
an obrzg lon to heIpt em mto Jeho-
va sor%anr ation, oweinot Timotny 2
need help to Pht God're-
ur s, T |s rrn sus tot e urre
ento ust t?]e or}/]a proc ?
go S mo} m. What this nvolves wil
be discussed i the following article.

égg Té B I
9 i oblrgatron do we h,ave

rjtttﬁ b htt

toward thos
h]a;rlret urrementeof Cand Wﬂl %/ nd 8
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el B R AE R

‘Necessrtr{ Is laid upon me. Really, woe is me if I did not
declare the good news!”—\ CORINTHIANS 9:16.

HOVAH has good news for mankind.  volves helping them to learn God’s requrre
He has a Krnrgdom and he wants pe 8 megts Honesthearted P IpIe must ‘meet
pIe everzw nere to hear about it! qrrrreme tsrno er to hecome sub-

learn thi vr? ews, God requires tﬁa ecso hrs rn

f(are It With ot ers TNIS, IS 3Wh atlr o]sKr dom? And what will
Wor g emus groc arrn e oo rtaccomﬁ Ish that ma estge Kin d(ommes
new ﬂ ng iS P ge srr ood news? God’s Ki Og om IS a
clxa out ‘t e conc sron of the sy ste f eav vernment Ithrs vergr ar to Je-

things,’ u%sar rgoodnewsote oval’s ar t. Tor.It 1S the medns by whic

eg Wvll ePreache \ all the Inhabit-~ he wi sanctrfy IS name, cleanng rto a

art or awitness to al fr

wil

the nations: and ~ reproa ingdom is the In
thent e endwi come —Matthew 24:3,14 the‘ttovan wrl

ment
e.to cause his er toE
The second aspect of t rs work 'nvolves one on eat}h as It1s In heav n Tha tIsw

teaching those who respond favora JesUS taugnt us to pray for rtt

the Krn%dom Broclama‘pon A?ter rs¥e3 0 come d urged us to ut It fsrrst r?r our

urrectro Jests told a are groy o his  lIves. (Mattnew’d h PO O See W

sCip Ies otewe and % discl-  1LIS S0l J)ortanttoteo at we teac
ns,

daarnreoa AT " ) e N
A Challenge but Not a Burden
Son et of (1 pirit, teac In 4|srt burg er?to reac this good news?

10 observeeg he tnlrn ve ¢0 f}? Absrﬁlute not! Tor Hstr ter A at%

ed you. A ou a
da guntr | t econc usrono t sstem 0 ?erhg igg QPqu Eé"vé 50 isr ?%Irsrtamlfntn tao

things.” (Matthew 28
e Gt iC
with him; he taugnt others to o serve GO not pro rde?or hosew oare hi own an
Commamegae e bl ‘- L L el
t%aet ings Christ has commanded t?rus in- Ousehold sonned 1e 1

-

D U\ (D

Er ha fv\ﬂ]work dosJeh vah re- com ﬁ;gtorqagk}emﬁado%nagnor\r’rwn%les\évalglelgu%%

Ire US to share’ at must rt

opl egrn Inorder'to become su Jecso s ow a it be illustrated that our obligation
to preach the good news 1S not a burden’
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Our preaching
and disciple-making
work is no burden -

P] But IS that obl) a%ona ur-  thew 223733 Ityglves h l’i
or the Chri Han man? he loves  the future, God’s Kin d? will spon cor
s eagnrlly for In that case he wants to pro- ~ rect |njust|ces re ove all o

[estore eace and unity—a
SlmlLarIg the (frk of preachln?e and 1as

E{]d IS Worset;an Eersonwlthoutfagh " ﬁfor them t8 hear the goggn News g

ﬁpressmn and
to the ever-

% less ng X 0S€ Who SH Wlt {0 ItS
dISCI le making is an 0 |gat|on arequl eous I L eno gtg yES
ment, on which our very [ives deqen  Paul ed tos are suc good news with oth-
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ERe Rea y, woe is me If | dlid not declare At t e same ime, this reachl %and
ei/vgl 7?1 Corinth |ans916 com- |sc Iem WOr resen real chal
Pare Ezekle However, 0 rmotlve Peo er. A donot ave he same
reaching 1s Ioe not mer (Lh |nt %S‘IS rab| es ome re wel| educat-
mar? We Po (f but we afsoWe our eothers vevegy ttlee ucation.
nelgh ors, and we know how important it Rﬁgnlﬂ —ONCe a Tavoritd pastime—is now

viewed as a chore. APteracy, fnch 15
ﬁlthou the reachin anﬁi disciple-ma ng

tos ae|b“ n why houdwe e delight wor ggr% 5hFe reﬁcqmr%a,pd disciple-making
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defined as “the quality or state of being able
to read%ut ug?nter sted’ d)ornd %

rowing problem. even |n co tries hat
oast a high literac Late then, can

e With such diverse b%ck roun

St
and interests to learn what Go qurres
—Compare 1 Corinthians 9:20-23.

Properly Equered to Help Others
7A chaIIe ask i eftsrer to LPerform
¥ %vet roertoo?ore P P
A oItatrsa g gora f
ob toda rEag ed or eve gg aced
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0 coples ere pu |s%
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the Bible with rnteretste ones. Previo s
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Jehovah’s Witnesses year after ?]/ear with-
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Wwas “designed to Invi ethe student en-
coura |n§ toar)%v hat ewslearn
esuI e e ova sWrt-

ne ses—Proc ar ers o
states; “For t et ree servrce years %
nrnrtr September 1 and ending Au-
1 1971, a tota of 434,906 ersons
% aPtrz ~_more than dqubl e% e num-
r baptizeg during the IJorevroust ree ser-
vrcek%ears Srnc Its release, t Truh
as achreve astai]d?rrn circulation
—over 1 ages.
ngp'tdg %é“dnbé’%h“’“e%a”e tVS P
f)oo useolrnconductrngi ihrt]estu Pes hry
tool has (iver 150 visual 1l ust]ratrons ea(i
|t Iwet ¥vor eeac “0”8, h at ¢ necrseI
es grhegctoh %j ueofoéurKrl?r-
omMrnrstrystate “Int esome20 ea
(5 ethd e TTue’ Was our pr
study ook (from 1946 to the mi 1960
over 1000,0 0 new Krngdom proclaimer
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"Let GodBe True"
(1946, revised 1952):
19,250,000in

13& 3 tm 54 languages

P m 3
FA.WBmMW tNEUM

“The Truth That
Leads to Eternal
Life" (1968):
107,000,000 in
117 languages

| (French shown)

Thi MOSKenib

%
(;E ﬁ BemlQ
0

"Knowledge
That Leads to
Everlasting Life"
(1995):
45,500,000 in
125 languages
(German shown)

ﬁttvfttt .333‘.% 7 Sqt“e”at““tth% A
much to do..In some fa eope(haveé
et on a waiting list rBtE Ulef

g et ol o o8 S

e fath
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Leads™to Everlasting LI e ThIS aIuab
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e 10 printed. publiat
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11, What effective tﬂol was roTTded t&)ﬁhelrp

teach 0S€ Wno. are I|Iterate 0re
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90 the fatt ful sl ve' ha
row res o re esprea
udience?
eos in ou

8W ma(]/stre,}JSF OCI?CVS )[/I |
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vided us with a means of instruction dthat Vided to asmsttnourdtsmple maktng work.
offers a fresh way to reach awid spre% al-  Why was it published? How may it be used?

dlence—wdeoca settes. In Octo ero that Examining a New Too

%%Eets*f?% ThE XI?S%SS %\é ind te UThe new ubhcatton What Does God
Name was 1 Ieasg —he first vuJeo ever  Require of Us? Is de3|gneét or people who

Bro uge ftOeWatch Tower Society. The aIread?/ believe in Godan

rmative ﬁrese fation, ‘avall-

res[oect the BI-
ows t equ wide  traine mtss%narteswn manzsyearso?ex

veling overseers, as well as Gilead-

5|an ja
|zat|on Jge?tova devote Och erlence.in eveo |n Iandsa isted in the
[ﬂ Jesu comman to proclaim the &re aratto oc ure. tcontamsa
ma he earth. TheV| mse roune ch%ursee coveertn rtﬁ a-
| word
akin warm SIm ean irect Att esamett

eC|a ne {0 a33|st m ur disc SIC teachtn 50
%WOA? In ublis fted

g(tem [ﬁ) ?rs wa
0 tim miouttmgt IS new ool tq use In tetext S IS not |m |§ t presents not
[) ministry.” Some carried it In ther — Just "milk butaso soh food” from Gods
00k Dags, ever ready to show or lend It frd In a way that most Ipeogeshou

0 |nter ste [oeople Shortly after its re-  able to understand.—Hebrews 5

ease, a trave F Soverseer wrote: ‘theos Elnrecegt years Kthiggom publisher |n

avehe come a tcer}turt(mean?to reach Va[)IQUS ands“have asked for Just suc
the.minds an heartﬁ iflions 0 perms g lication, For e amRe the Watch Tow
so It lt]s Qur hope |3\?eo Wi rSouetysbranc 1apua ew Tt
the |rst| g Ine of videos t a ea wrote; “People are confused gcont Ct-
t eSOCIetg uset It e the world-  ing religious feach ings They need concise
Wle Iﬂ% ét 3 more videos  stateme sof truth up%ore y a num-
have Dee provid ed, |nc mgLethree ber of Bible E)exts thatte can ?heck in
ag serte?] be— fFact  their own Bibles, T ¥ d a clear and
e% an Jeh ovahs W{tne 3£S specific presentation of what God requires

StandFrm
Sclety’s videos are aval u
?ua em #ﬁ\s/eryou made use of them In your g

ainst Nazi Assault. | te
PR o W 141 Evn st Sy oo

E Recent a new to?I the brochure

What DoesG Require of Js?, was pro- In Our Next Issue
ahg b%akt hovahsvt{) esses—ProcIa mers

of God’s om Says eoca e fes are no

meaitst ktn P % é Set Free by the Truth

es Pa(_i ome ications contin-

tﬁ]% roe In's JX heg{od NEWs.

maetn ouse oue e 8r| eature OT thetr "This Is How God Loved Us®
|n|s |d oca eﬁnﬁn

va ua etb ols for ¢ ttva ngvt/attlﬁ) P

S re 0 1565 an |mu [eCla- ic' i ;
Jon OKI)’ IS aving one on ?ﬁpm our Music's Place in Modern Worship

The watchtower— January is, 1997 27



of trye Christians and whic custprrhs and terrrtor who mrght benefit from the Re-
ractices are unacceptable to him TeRe quire brochure?
urhe rochure I just what we need to help %cond in man Iand% the brochyre
stch ones learn Go sreourrements may e use uIrnsar g le st |eswdth
B Howmay ouuse hrsnewrnstrument”God fearrn €0 ere less of how edu-
First it can Tb sed to stu Ith cated the ae curse eff rt hou
whoh ve qrfficult readrngo W ay ot m de tﬂ tartastuE nowI
Ing to read. Fuc indivi uasmg edge That Leads to verastrn ere But
ene It from the sim eexplanzﬁrons Inthe In some case srt may e gasier to start a
[0 hure fter reviewin anavncer:ﬂg stud rochure,” Then at an e%,ooro fl-
of this ﬁatron Wahc To ranf tetme qwe stu gs(hould betransere to
wrotete ollowin ebro urewr the Knowle g ok, our primary and 1Jo
ehrg useful In maumrts é) ountr ferred stud Id. Re\%larrdr this useo te
WNEre p %Pazr%re n0 cline to rea exte Require brochure, Watch Tower branches

SV here are quite a.numper
?%/ nt/mr q(! Wr%te “Starting Bibl estudresrgdrﬁrcult

rants wh ocann?]t rea therrntrve E the chancesobstartrn a study seem to

anguage and who stil. nave some diffic etter when publishers begin wjth a bro-
P Frenc JL rocjture ma %e chure ermaﬁ Erochgre ogt IS Na-
se asa aid In st %’ Wlt such ones. ture will he most effective in starting new
France) Can you t f people in your ueg SV ftUdtteeskvulgrlruP §0g|goto el Itea ¢ ntrr]
ﬁ_%or arr‘rgxﬁla”ﬁﬂ?g %%] ﬁet%rt?ud“tt toug the J ag nese ﬁaveal q {ve of
t0 eople Cearn God's Requirements, on pag equc tron mot aveaver ed knowl-
%eo the Bible and its asrcteac Ings.
16 artrcularlru may benefit fram the The brochure should be a fine stepping-
it') EXp alonSI e new broenures” - stone to the Knowledge book."Japan.
LA uwe o o y BThe Societ sbranches around the

world requested this brochurf and ao
Brov? has been h%rven fo trans ate 1tin
anqua es ay trs new publication
grove Vil uable |n he gr u]s 0 assrst oth-
1S to learn what J va God req urres
_ A of them. For our part, let us remem er
O Why is our obligation to preach and that meeting God’s requirements, |nclud-
make disciples not a burden for us? n the Com and tO %aCh and mal( él
O "The faithful and discreet slave" @ %VES U?] a pr uﬁus OP rtumt
has provided what tools for use in Vah ow much we jove |m
our preaching and disciple-making % (? qI |reS Of Us f no burden |t |S
work? the best way to livel—Psalm 19:7-11.

O For whom is the Require brochure

Can You Explain?

O In what twofold work does Jehovah
require his servants to share?

designed, and how may we use it in J[ |Inn nwgﬁt r%sma%d[he ”’?W brochure be use-
our ministry? é \What s ould remelmber about meeting
od’s requrrements
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ENOCH
Fearless AgainstA 11 Odds

R a good man, |twast sob willfully murdering_his
wors?of t|med§ ng c11 eoushgther Age[—gG
ness saturat tﬁh art
Lere Wa?astea ecling In 6b Iha couragesous ey
e moral conditl nq man- on ova 1de” Sinc
<|nd In tac It Woud S000) Integrity ha ure
%atg ova saw Ehat Wor IP tan
the nesso nwa aoun- Was ghte to see amvent
r] In. the eart ever mur us rage u h
ne hnatlon of t e h) th f rp é thtlm tg S,
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ﬂent cre étrt]teg \AéOétAdS d?regtterr] | St taé %N“erg Sa Venth nt?] hISh BvICes! —Gefne3|s
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am is wite EVE, and their first son,  walking WI% Jehovah pursumg 3 h)g
or a con3|dera Ie

are noto ou for 3|d|h W|th atan
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God's Name Profaned

About four centuries before Enoch, Adam's grandson Enosh was born. "At that time a start was
made of calling on the name of Jehovah," says Genesis 4:26. Some Hebrew-language scholars be-
lieve that this verse should read "began profanely” to call on God's name or, "then profanation be-
gan." Concerning that period in history, the Jerusalem Targum says: "That was the generation in
whose days they began to err, and to make themselves idols, and surnamed their idols by the name
of the Word of the Lord."

The time of Enosh saw widespread misuse of Jehovah's name. It is possible that men applied the
divine name to themselves or to certain people through whom they pretended to approach Jehovah
God in worship. Or they may have applied the divine name to idols. In any case, Satan the Devil
had the human race securely entangled in the snare of idolatry. By the time of Enoch's birth, true
worship was rare. Anyone like Enoch, who lived the truth and preached it, was unpopular and there-

V?e the object of persecution.— Compare Matthew 5:11, 12.
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Did Enoch Go to Heaven?

"By faith Enoch was transferred so as not to see death." In their rendering of this portion of Hebrews
W.S, some Bible translations indicate that Enoch did not really die. For example, A New Translation of
the Bible, by James Moffatt, states: "It was by faith that Enoch was taken to heaven so that he never died."

Some 3,000 years after Enoch's day, however, Jesus Christ stated: "No man has ascended into heav-
en but he that descended from heaven, the Son of man." (John 3:13) The New English Bible reads: "No
one ever went up into heaven except the one who came down from heaven, the Son of Man." When
Jesus made that statement, even he had not ascended to heaven.— Compare Luke 7:28.

The apostle Paul states that Enoch and others making up the great cloud of pre-Christian witnesses ‘all
died' and "did not get the fulfillment of the promise." (Hebrews 11:13, 39) Why? Because all humans,
including Enoch, have inherited sin from Adam. (Psalm 51:5; Romans 5:12) The only means of salvation
is through the ransom sacrifice of Christ Jesus. (Acts 4:12; 1 John 2:1, 2) In Enoch's day that ransom had
not yet been paid. Therefore, Enoch did not go to heaven, but he is asleep in death awaiting a resurrec-
tion on earth.— John 5:28, 29.
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A #OULD God's spirit, which inspired the Holy
Bible, also be responsible for other books
that some consider to be holy? (2 Timo-

thy 3:16) This question was raised by an Italian

Jesuit journal (La Civilta Cattolica), published

"under the supervision of the [Vatican] Secretar-

iat of State" and thus considered authoritative

in Catholic circles.

"God, by means of the action of Holy Spirit,
scattered the seed of the Word even in some
holy books of a non-Jewish and non-Christian
tradition," said the Jesuit journal. For the Je-
suits, "holy" books, such as the Zoroastrian
Avesta or the Confucian Four Books, were writ-
ten "not without some particular influence of
Holy Spirit, and therefore, in some measure they
contain a 'divine revelation."

However, the article makes a clarification.
"Not all that such holy books contain is the
word of God," it states, adding that those who
wrote these books may have "suffered the influ-
ence of a polytheistic environment or the
philosophical context" in which they lived and
acted. According to Marco Politi, Vatican af-
fairs correspondent for the Italian newspaper
La Repubblica, this stand "opens previous-

ly unthinkable possibilities in relations betwee
the Catholic Church and the great historical
religions," returning to the spirit of various inter-
confessional prayer meetings like that in Assisi
in 1986, vigorously promoted by John Paul II.

Jehovah is not a God of disorder and confu-
sion. (1 Corinthians 14:33) So we cannot rightly
conclude that his holy spirit, or active force,
would inspire even a portion of any books that
are not in full harmony with his Word, the Bible.
Rather than encouraging ecumenical approach-
es between different "religious traditions,” the
Christian apostle Paul wrote that there is "one
hope . . ., one Lord, one faith, one baptism."
— Ephesians 4:4, 5.

That "one hope" hinges upon putting faith
in Jesus Christ. The Bible appropriately states:
"There is no salvation in anyone else, for there
is not another name under heaven that has been
given among men by which we must get saved."
(Acts 4:12) No other "holy book" presents Je-
sus as the central figure in the outworking of
God's purposes. Only if we accept the Bible as
the Word of God can it teach us about Jeho-
vah God's loving provision for salvation.— John
17:3; 1 Thessalonians 2:13.



