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Why Should We All Praise God?

LLELUJAH! ThIS word is well- to Eo his will, and en g %bles 83 that
known to mos cu goer?1 In e[%eo]o wnttoéﬂ man

ot | h(nstendom Some o m s ake, Tor exa \Be Adnana In Gugd-
ﬁ now wha

out
thelr Sun ) serwces Ho nﬁ) en Adriana was seven, her mot
[n ou%ﬂ g %/vor“ ranv ﬁ da ed. Sn h@a terwar ?ber fat er(m
eans fact 1tjs H rew Praise  home. W hens wstense eanwor mg
ah!” Itis a M\‘u nng|n ca afion of forallvm Since her motner ad told
the Creator 0S¢ name | ova to serve (0d an tecrwr Ad nan%aso
The word Ha% ah a ears fre uent clated with various Ca ug ut 24
n the Bible, W éP the time she was 12, s ew% nchant
%aﬂ reasons to praise Go Qe ova and{ lnedastreet rogn e nsmo

Creator an Sustalnero ast.unl- stealin wou
verse (Psalm 147:4,5; 148:3- )He originaf-  ayoung P fT(% that Want tog rais God

ed the ‘ecosystems that make’life on grth Adnﬁna sister started stud |ngt e Bi-
E alm 147:6, 9; 148718) AN g le with Jenovah’s Witnesses* but™Ad nana
L Inferest in mankind. [fwedo  Jaughed at her. Then the|r aunt d|ed

ssible. (P E

a

Fﬁe Td o% N5 10 SUppOTty s '”F“'S tr%rUGIiHés%uth?oﬁg (e naan go¥
even ?? ocome Psal § 14 ﬁSSGI eaven? |d she d;o a
IthsJa% SJe ovah ) Who inSp ?rgtewors hell? twas very conf usm§ n nan

righteous t seres WI 055eSS § nt to. the_cemeter el to a
eart R%ywﬁmeode forever upon It.” phu mg (is na ngn vah, & eyrs
sam ter had t

th hortat di tdt II Soon shewas studying the Bible with
“HaTme eex (r)erlﬁgelonas |rece oa JehovahsWnnesses)éogattenﬁfngg t etlr

gPsaml&SS fo tnoe) hao/p| tou Christian meetings, T f.opene H to her
of aver one Iee res ond| ogaz awhole new outliok on life; and she coura-
eople are s enn?nMan gre hungr %) r%/broe er fies with fhe streetganﬁ
E ef)ressi? ndure m ﬂ lef arta, now In her mi 203 says

ecause 0 %useo druas or alco alror love or eovahmdeme evesc a ha
t e results of their immorality or rebel |oi1d way of é ly Je ov reat mer-

sther&OaW reason why such ones shou mco%\ Palv% deesﬁltg herp I1ofIC tegt%lsrttml

praise
‘ has excellent teasons to praise God.
Only Jehovah Could Give Me Hope’ ™ Ap e o unpromlsm italon is

Yes,"there Is. Jehovah invites everyone
without exception o get to EﬂOWhlm %arn {ﬁiﬁhggn g%r[tﬂnkrag;(%aﬁwnan slshgl sgl]

Ityin Bpresse 0, quite on con-
o jath,e Bible, “Jehovah” is sometimes abbreviat- gHaVI ) recentw bgen contacted%
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Jehovah’s Wrtnesses an aned
some know eof ehova ease

Co tact er Now he 15 wrrt
ra ecause he as heard that theg ]o
Illed his request. He says uto
vrsrtrnﬂ other. |t Was the most |oyfu
news t at recelved |nt e last year,

S0 ea] %of hrmself a d the cellmates to
wh

has wit esse ewrrtes owvve

avin

have arhrn oda 0 act accordl

our tart "He cona \seghrsﬁetter Hgg
ou for e |n Us to rnw at san
ogarn sta rve Iwr p ou
t00; T an Go uexrst

are he prrﬁ] ot ers ove Go |eve
In him as ap ea |s death

sentence Butw ether he Se ecrited or he

8%10 r? tr(r)talérrya lggaé% oP prison, he clearly has

Ansh%lrj n]ov!r 'g‘mbBr!tlnrtdeelncae] Srele ho
Id v irl wi
U r? nlt%losesher sl h ‘risgw at hap-

Pﬁ oria w% entrna
orra went lin Whend Was

earso he never regaine ersv%
tage 29 een ered Into concubin |t
? nan soon ecame pre nant oW she
% hat er ha mean ut when
st herc e ean o ues
rmsSewn

mgetome What aveldo DoesGo ea

XIst?
At this ont rtnesses of Je ovah
meto e an fo st 3/
eand omise that In ﬁ
new wor n see again. Salft
355% atawon erfu rosg ct fo
he was ver hjapye ecl ¥When er
usband cons] te 1ZIng their
er hushan had an acchet
I confrnedgto awhee

“ag%ecahrretre an In
H z@md woman gs 10 wor

ﬁ Today this
ard to make ends meet. In addition, she
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does all the work at hﬁme as weII as grvrng
Personal attention to ef hu% and.
|% oratses Jehovah! With tehe}go er
stian rothers and sisters, she studies
the rarll(e Bible, and she Is greatl encour-
g 3{ hristian mteet(rjn altt tt e Klrn%
She sa Is difficult to explal
R o Bl 1 S
can see.’
Sometrmes ggople are Rersecuted when
rarse God. A woman In Cr atra Was
QB v(yen she learned about G o &rt er
ﬂooseEtoh r newfoun arg
and re ecte taking their one- yearo
augh nthe street aban}doned by hus-
and and amry without a home, a job, or
even her child” s he Waé at first devastat-
d But her love 0 suséarne her, aL

4 F T

S woman teFe Oggr roewu
This Wi hi
va ue and’j1 Wo&dn tr]et oP atth
% ow did she arntarn er
hrofu% se difficylt times? %tesa}/ og
IS fr |to GO ssgrrrt It can be cultivate
e
eveFr the Weathger IS like oUtside,”
In Fiplang, srx ear %P Markns was di-
agnosed with éa emua ISease.
on ewas con Ined to a wheelchair. A
BW Years ater nis mother. took hrm to
F Penteco?ta Who Was %arnrng wide pub-
hcrt bycarmrn? to cur srcIr dpeo le. But
f( ewas nomi acquHs hea 8
us. lost_Interest in God and pu 5) t{g
Ies in science and other secular Tields. T en
fubon e
ﬁh ere MertYsthn They were
Jehova sWrtnesses Markus was now an
atheist, but he had no otﬂectron to discuss-
ing religion and invited them in



Later, a married couPIe visited him, aHd
a Bible Tstuqﬁ){ Was sta}r] ed. Eventually. t
s B B
gl ol e s
Eause I hav ?oumf the truth %mf pﬁg o{
ﬂam ation that. Jenovah I using.

ow has direction and me nlng Another
lost shee'oh een fou ﬁ does not

want to leave ehovahs ock!"—Compare
Matthew 10:6.

Let All “Praise Jah”
These ar Aust a [)ew of the countless ex-
Renencest t can be re a%ed 0 show that
umans today, no matter what thelr circum-
stances can nave reason to ﬁralse God, I nje
F %e e Paul, explaimed |t this. w;
Y evotion Is. benefn‘h ?r all t ms as
hoI Fromlse of the [

hIS ome. O%nowa 3
SWI eW|I|]fum ep?omlseo

}]hoe I”‘]etoyg/ SOg‘cour%e te|\r’1w”
il Qo
nat the

e owwn %0
ind + Yand content—
ment whaever their e terpa
snuatl n. YeS, evenln 1

the sick, eh ppressed,

an tepgor can have reason
to praise

ut what gf the Ilfe] Which

the ver

IS t0 com
noughto it S o [d make U
g se .God wit tegre%te
nt usiasm! We thrill Yo thin
the time w en overty Wi
C o Jine acvf i
ferlot e
and death WIH be o more, elther
ournln no outcr nor am more
e for ert ave sse a
|ah3 24 Reve |0n 213 4 P
How o you view these prom|ses rom Go
oun an in E| Salvador acc ed
tra t t at alned 50 eo tese
|n s tot Witness whq gave It to
%g this tract sah/s |s ust too
ood to be true,” Man react t
ese are roml]ses of he Onew 0C eate(i
the universe, whq set in ot|on e natura
cycles of our earth, and who help se\Ben the
Bvor nd the S|ckto Ind |0 4 . We'can helieve
es enhone

man stud ﬁ the § Jenov ?13/ nan

nesses ang found thlS t0 lae true. I? 0U are
otﬁlrea 0|Rg this, we en oura you to
s, Doy o
il\l\ﬂ ai eatlonjomsmtnf P [a
flgizlah - 1ra|se Jah, "you people —Psa



T

“In- theregion of light they must glorify Jehovah.  ISAIAH 24:15.

EHOVAH—the strrous name [GodI that he was their mighty Savior. That cap-

JHow the farh pro hets of. old rri trvrt was o last from 607 to 537 B.CE. Isa-
olced t se r that ame! With exul- 1ah dlso wrote: |, Jehovah, am doing every-
atront ey orr ied thelr Soverer n Lord,thing, . . . the One saying of Cyrus, He is

Jehovan, whase n§me ldentrfres im.as t h my Shepherd, and all'thdt 1 delight in he

Great Puroer ala Jere will completely carry out” even I my sa
6, 10; EzeIPre 36: 2Even the s0-ca cntlled In o ePusa gm S¥re will be reburIty an)d

nor etswere os{voca in grvrn of etempe Youwrll aye our founda-

x ﬂ r(ah One of. these w tion [aid.”™ Who was this %y s? Remark-

00 J gr%al made (1B ot St ably, he proved to be Krng rus of Persia,

verses e Is use who conquered Babylon if 539 B.C.E—Isa-
cy sounds Jifel ess W %nt iah 44:24

CIO S IE Me Jehovah 1S re lace 3True to Jehovahs words recorded b
Pﬁ (? esuRerre R)?St s of Isaiah, Cyrus Issued to captive Israel i

rrstendom render it 1 therr e frans-
ations—Compare 2 Corinthians 1 decree noever there IS among you of

2At Isaiah 12:2 a double form of the 'S eople, may fis GOd prove 19 e
garéte IS use(pI te roébetldectatresdlﬁoom Wltrc ﬁrngh}gah Yang regur?d tehrgSﬁEeurQe
0 'Sa’HYFaVah o ngt] frust an e of Jehovah the God of sragl—he is the

no dread” for Ja IS my stren
ang Ty ighE and e came t t;e theg true God—whrch was In Jerusalem "A SU-

|-
vatron e (Bee also Isaiah 2? %Thus Pﬁg“ﬁ%%lsarggwew's remnant along with

Ite Nethinim and the sons of
’Be 200 years before 'ﬂaj%lh%\r,%ﬁat Al teservants of SoIomon returned to Jeru-

lonish captivity, J
S >|dropﬁet Rata i giving assuran ,%aeng arrre rntrmeto cEe gnr tﬁdﬂ

AR LR fgsttoetg i s aFr fleei
ume
Yundatron of the second temple, am| Ioud

Jehovah' ded by hi —
i AL | TS 1 0700 s 0 g —e2

gér:ra] aﬁHrgwlgvass ane rematk rlle ;o(gw 4Jehovah's restoration prophecy was to

ewrs remnant and thel compan 4, Horrv did Isaiah chapters 35 and 55 become a
reality’
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Heavenly armies of
Jehovah direct and sustain
his Witnesses on earth

e orlo ygfuh‘llled N Isral TQe W|Igerness nd

\t/v gter reﬁ oq wg!)l rr(]ex% tt anSa ! esert am
I]IB {ﬂ §ew owjf See g fo Jehovah ﬁL
p?n or of our Go Ith ocmﬁ Peo e

HO forth, an Wl(s Hp ? Sy(ﬁgj Wi b(ﬂlﬁt
in. T ur]gr}s an te?k ]er?selves will e-

come cheerful before you with a joyful outcry. .. And
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it must become for Jeho¥ah somethrnﬁ fa-
mous, a sian to time Indefinite that will not
be cut off,"—Isaiah 351 2: 5512 13,
5 QWever, tha Wﬁs shart-live oL
ghboring’ eo{oe ou ta]n Inter ar
nce for e fem f he ews
t Irst stood their roun dcagn
ave nothing to dﬁ with us n

e%ﬁe t%uhtd i 0r We ourse

htheGg
st as |n C rus tY'te kin o? Persia has
commane

ose neighbors now be-
ero oer% ey ereconrnu
the han

nrn soft eoe
Jugahv earenrn them Ir rg

mogn so misrep esente the srt 2-
to (‘[yrus SLCCessor, ABtaxgrxes Wwho

|ssue a ban on the tem I Ezra
ears thr? worﬂ Er (

a ne Jews fell Into a ma enalrstrc
zﬁpo%h e during that time,

“Jehovah of Armres Sloeaks
6Even s0, Jeh ov%
stren t and rh)rs rené ntotlan I rﬁasaea%g
|
Z%chanah a\ﬁaken the Je S to%ﬂerr re-
sponsl ]ItIeS Hag gats name has a festal
connectton or It P(oears fo mean “Born
ona Festival. Arr) |ate eeaR t0
rophes onte a e]
eFes Ival 0 Booths t whic %me the
Jews were required to ecome not
0;}[ eut nomy hrou
Jehova |vere our essae overa
eriod of 112 atﬁ —HagP gal L1

t“tmd gl 2

IS IS What
was l eIs short lived?
S)r res ond fo the srtuatror}
a Eialesn |s he pparent meaning 0

ro rlat
vrrs ould gg I’ openrng words encour-
8 THE WATCHTOWER- JANUARY 1, 1997

s

|srael

EHa ai 1.2a) Who mr ht ihoe ‘armies”

areJ ovah?] ngelic osts ?ome
|mesrferre to In t e ble as militar
ICes, 1:6; 2.1 Psalm 103:20, 21: Mat-
tewﬁ Doesrt not epcour us toﬁay
tattﬁ Verelan Llordf ova |mse
using these EVI cible celestial Torces to dr
rect U wor restonn true worshrp In
the earth?—Compare 2

8Wha sthec nen Jgag“%rsfrrst
messae e eo %a trme
Nas Not come, o Puseo Je
tovah for 1t obe uilt.” No_longer was

[[)Je COP sruction, reﬁresenttngr e res-
tora |ono Ivine Worship herr irst cqn-
cern. They had turned to bu drnﬁ Palatral

N0 eﬁ emselves. A materiafistic o]u-

% dimi shed therretusraf or
% avan’s worsni ﬁs es Ing

heenrmove T dsnferﬁno o -
er rurﬂu and_ they, acke ot |n%

e harsh wintertime:; T errrncgme be-
come meager, and It. wa as][ ﬁug hegr
welrlea “ett' g néoneytn abag full of ho

9Tw(i]ce Jehoub Ejﬁ]ave the stronvg admonr

tdpentl ! HH[) Hponﬁ%trrﬁoraarfs Jeo[e ;

salem’ an riest Joshua® res
e
jlrh Y h therr(g h-lab %ent |$t %

e beg ecause of Je

7
R/eloteovere aﬂaté) a?athe messenger ofO Jatﬁt1

va went on to"say to the geop accor

tot & Messengers co mission from Je
vah, sa |ng0 am with you eoP S the
utterarice of Jehovah.™™—Haggal L5, 714

* Jeshua in Ezra and other Bible books.

éghat H)tlook had affected Israel, and with
g a str(ong upbuilding admonition did Je-
ovah provide



Some old-timers in Jerusalem might DThe trést and fecond tem Iefsorn%er 53-

D
have reck?ned that the glory of the re-
built temple would be *nothing”in compar-
Ison with that oJ the former emgf]e OW-
ever, about 51 days later, Jehov moved
Ha gdar to declaré a second message. He
Proc aimed: Be stron \;] OZeru babel” 15

he_utterance of Jehovah, ‘and be strong,
0 Joshua the son of Jehozadak the hrg

riest. And be strong, U peo eof
Phe fand |s the ut eragnce 0 Jehd)
work. ou people,’ |st eut

teran&eo Je ova 0 al (fu Donot b f

afr Jehovah whoin urse wou
use |sam|? t}/ % er t? k heaven an
earth,” saw Yo it that all opposition, eyen

an imperial ban, was overcome. Within five
ears, the temple burldrnzg was brought to
rand success.—Haggal
okt TR 1
hlgnsse mutsht oy Ine gngg 0 lintc Bs tﬂa'é
Use Wi hov |
said.” (Ha gg ¥% Those “desrra]%lethrn ¥
prove to e non-Israelites who came to
Worshr at that temple, as it retlected the
ﬂqory nis malestrc presence ow did
t|s rte urttem ecomﬁ)are wrt that Cﬁnt
sru]ce In o mon’s_gay? God spr?pe
- “‘Greater wi Ye ry_of this
F t] h use become than that o?t?ndl former
ehqvan of armies has said, g
In the |n|t|aI fqurIIment of the Iphec
the rebuilt temi)e remarned 0 than
the frrthouse Was strI stanﬂ h
fessian a Eeare in29 CE. Furt er be ore
IS apost enemies ad im mur ered
% % essrh |ms If brought 1t glory
when epreac trut there.

0, 1;Iowdrd Jehovah use his power in Israel’s be-

;blreaHtow drd %od fill the second temple with

iﬁ@“ |Sn(?rvoertazrirtvtgatrzPrlegor()JfS Vigssiansp ﬁ sl

d?hd%rh%d.d”t e ot unl dem(tvhess?hre

actual appearance.—Henrews 1

The GIorrous SIprrrtuaI Tem Ie
BDoes. Haggal’s restoration

Fg'\(‘l;p‘%égl eani ? ater Imes? Ptce

he redul t tﬁ
em hecame.the focus o ue worship on

eIn Je]rusa
earth. But ||t Pretr ured]a ar more dPon
us sprrrt a emp This began to unc
flon In_ 2 when, at Jesus’ épdt
In the Jor an Rrver Jehovah anoint

sus as, Hig h 0(3 |t descend |n

rlesd[

upon him’li ove. (Matthew Fln)
B S arhe s e
dv o rEbythe MotHoI of

Vee”an%'“‘ét% e
vaht e merit %hhts sa trce Teh#s served
Ft ransom, Cove IW e SI?S o h
CIDIES, an Og ft g way 10r anorntrn
them, on the day o Pente ost 33 CE, @
12, \/yhat purpose did the first two temples

e R b

g8 rol sus” ransom sacrific Iayrn
these developments’

In Our Next Issue

Messengers of Peace
— Who Are They?

What Does God Require of Us?

Enoch— Fearless Against All Odds
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nder rig nJehovahss iritual temp number down.to the year 19%5 when 50-
herr art %su| nrstr t e ortv(mre?d ce. Inthat year, 52 -
%emJ)ecourt ar on @arﬂr Wou da lea to 465n d partaken ofrthe emb[lemsy?i'El bfread
rel heave Igresurrectron for contrnue and wrn at the anpual Memorial o
prres ServIC us’ death, tussm ﬁ] errhoReo
% qusan or epent ntJ s—andlat ecomr,n rrest? f1 CNrist Jesus PI
er entr B5— tot at rrst an con- eave art of Jehovah's ﬂm P rrtua
ﬂre atren an sared |n ec grrngt egood tem X arg t servew lm alS0 as
eartﬁ (T}%rssgr%mrg% g rule ove ass crae gs In rI)?n anesssralnrcﬂ Kingdom.
au coulrs st te \ r§ne sﬁﬁ ]6H wev%r Revelatro 748 and 14:1-4
reac cre ha | un-  showthat.the total num ero ese anoin
t that the tot fth {-
aven o ssrans ut fo low- g Christians Is hmrte ol n}ané/
mgte death tes a re]ataep o whomwereg ered in durrn%the IIst
¥set In and tof t centur ore e}grega%a(nost yset In.
(!rcker GenurneC Istignit Wasoer From the end of t %t Entur and on
by Christendom's secfarianism, has een complet

%a gwed F]
ased on padan teachings and philosophies.
—Acts 20:29, 30.

]5Cen}urres ass ﬂ Then in the 1870%, a
roup ot sincere Ghristians be z%n t% e{n
g In enetr%trn study of the Bible.

rom Scripture, t ¥ ere etonrn orn|t
the year 1914 § marking the conelysron o
he a&pornte trmes tena fions, twas
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Harvesting "From the Extremity of the Earth"

AT Isaiah 43:6, we read Jehovah's com-
/' \ " mand: "Do not keep back. Bring my
# % sons from far off, and my daughters
from the extremity of the earth." This scrip-
ture is having exceptional fulfilment today in
Eastern Europe. Take for example, the for-
merly Communist country of Moldova. There
are villages where up to half the population
are now Witnesses. They have to travel long
distances to find territory for preaching, but
they are making the effort! Many publishers in
these congregations are the offspring of par-
ents who were exiled to Siberia in the early
1950's. Now their families are spearheading
the harvest work. Of the 12,565 publish-
ers, 1,917 were baptized this past year. Forty-
three of the congregations have about 150
publishers each, and circuits have increased
from four to eight in the new service year.
Remarkable, too, is the expansion in Alba-
nia. There a handful of loyal Witnesses en-
dured the cruelest of dictatorships through
some 50 years. A number of them were Kkilled.
This brings to mind Jesus' promise: "Do not be
afraid of the things you are about to suffer.
Look! The Devil will keep on throwing some of
you into prison that you may be fully put to the
test. . . Prove yourself faithful even to death,
and | will give you the crown of life." (Revela-
tion 2:10; see also John 5:28, 29; 11:24, 25.)
What do we now see in Albania? Truly a strik-
ing fulfillment of Jehovah's promise found at
Isaiah 60:22: "The little one himself will be-
come a thousand"! In 1990 only one publish-
er reported service in Albania. However, more
"workers" from lItaly and other lands answered
Jesus' call: "Go therefore and make disciples
of people . . ., baptizing them." (Matthew
28:19; Luke 10:2) By the time of the Memori-
al of Jesus' death in 1996, 773 publishers
were active in the field, and these gathered

6,523 persons to their Memorial meetings,
more than eight times the number of publish-
ers! Amazing attendances were reported from
isolated areas. Although there were no lo-
cal publishers, the cities of Kukes and Divjake
had attendances of 192 and 230 respective-
ly. Kruje, with just one publisher, had 212 pres-
ent. The 30 publishers in Korge rented facili-
ties for upwards of 300. After that number
had packed into the auditorium, another 200
had to be turned away since there was no
more space. Truly a field ripe for harvesting!

From Romania comes this report: "While we
were doing house-to-house work, we met a
person who said that he was one of Jehovah's
Witnesses and lived in a small town in which,
according to our knowledge, there were no
Witnesses. He told us that besides him there
were 15 other persons who for many years
had been holding meetings on Thursdays and
Sundays and that they had started preaching
from house to house. The following day we
went to that town. Waiting for us in two rooms
were 15 men, women, and children who ac-
cepted 20 books and 20 of the latest maga-
zines. We showed them how to conduct Bible
studies. We sang together and answered their
most urgent questions. The one taking the lead
in the group confessed: 'A few days ago, |
prayed with tears to Jehovah to send us a
shepherd, and my prayer has been answered.’
We were extremely happy, and upon our de-
parture, like an orphan who finally found a fa-
ther, he said: 'Please do not forget us. Come
and see us again!" We did that, and now sev-
en Bible studies are being conducted in that
town. In many virgin territories, the work starts
in a wonderful way with Bible literature, which
is much appreciated, and this shows that the
work is of divine source."

i997
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arlier. Once again_Jehovah saw fit to
auc[(a%ea s?g% Prelests an% [l ad

CKened o t : upc g Je o
¥g §S|e 5 s\ac eenea tﬁowehgn(f
da ve mvovm themse 8S, |nt

world’s permissive aterialistic was
|s ur ent ata US Set our pedrts
a orward” oq r|n

or hova name, con

(1 |se From this

%to11 12essmg —Haggal 2.1 19 He rews
On that same day, the word of “Jeho-
P armlhes came toy %%ﬁ af%urtlh
al time, emade]k
Volv the

—h

il
er
iwn eac one bg esworgﬁ
g}agﬁ the na¥|ons will have come In

what 1 h
eart& Irs]aH||r? rocl} ? cert ?ﬁl ensvangs
thet (ﬁé{ gklng san ? |% Fattelt

Ihovertﬁrowg e cﬁarloJ aneP alﬁ 3
Ee{fnl? e orses and thelr ri ﬁrs wi
H/ \?vﬁ\ thuHaggaﬁ Its c]hmai\ahenz
0 a ompIeteI ean es the.eart

ﬁ esira etm%
16” Wh% rocking” is near at hand, and what
result?

Can You Explain?
O How, today, is Jehovah's house be-
ing ‘filled with glory'?
O Why has it never been more urgent
to preach the good news?

0O What incentive to preach urgently
does the 1996 Service Year Report
give?

O How is Christ serving as Jehovah's
"seal ring"?

forH\ £ Wﬁleus of hum?n society for thg new

at reasons for rejol V-
moqnprs ge {0 Jeﬁol\l/aﬁ —Hadga| 20 Rev%\

onc his pro hec |wrifes:
g
Snd shaI certal

set yoH asa eal np]%
ecause ou are t ? ave ¢
en, |s %terﬁnceo Jehova ahmleﬁ
Ha Christ Jesus 1s now. %ova
nt| plca e53|ac Kin rﬁd I’I%S'[
omninin ave offices t
overnor; fi abe nd

Prle
ua ccup|e separgfely In tﬂe ear
%%eﬁ‘ th hgnd (jﬁ }élf]t e”on w%g/epgs
ecome ﬁeva S Instrument I
ol 1 %FFnalX {4 B 3

mleaee'am"e 0 el heac

o e

i

i Ma L i
anlcse po?cie%sva%noil rsnae ee%C g Plesaceaer%%:] igesgl
b¥ Jeﬁovaﬁsg'se e p&?ms Hesus tﬁ
rince of Peace oL omﬂ,swrtten
the a t%ndance rlnce yrru e and te

G

rea IS un| ers SOV

Out WW FEAEL i hat house!

ow ha sus be n set as g “seal ri
iéhE R e
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As told by Julius Owo Bello

For 32 years | was an Aladura.* | believed that

faith healing.and prayers would solve all my problems

and cure all'illnesses. | never bought any drugs, not even

pain relievers, During those Years, no one in my family was ever

admitted to the hospital. Whenever any of my children fell sick
rayed for them day and night until they recovered. | believed tnat
0d was answering my prayers and blessing me.

BELONGED to E he the most
romlnent soclal; cn\% Ak re, a town
nwesgern Nigeria. My frien sweret e
richest an os goweru Peope In our
communi | h'?ﬁ Akure, often

VISited wi hme In My nome.

R, e |

%Ee ke aetng g ?rch%nt nJesis -

Ingcrl%tdgnogttne eeau oeun sometv Ing 50
Eoncublnes chu cn gma\f W %
%o4rglrhe6nce n exchange or it atthe

How | Became an Aladura
| first heard of the Aladuras in 1936,

* From a Yoruba word meaning “one who prays.”
It refers to a member of an African church that
practices spiritual healing.

Whe as 13 vears old, A friend named Ga-
{ F Yéme yfa 0 \Hsn the hnstkApos-
icC urch ear God spea
“How d oes od speak?”laske him.

He said: “Come, and you will see.”
Iwasea ertollstentoG d Sothat ni ht
ntW|t Ga eItothe]c urch, The small
Was |Ied with worshi é)ers T
Dg ion egan tocant ome, you
urin

|s IS where Jesus Is!”
th |s C antln someone yeII?d
‘Come ﬁ h%gsdp ntr” e(we else
ran)gabe ndt nHanon |ent
awoman began ?m%excne
astranqe fonque. Su en ecne ou:
Llsﬁeng S mes agPe you eople! This
od has sal rﬁnfor he unters
so atthey onot ll hu ans " The atmo-
sphere was ¢ ar%e with emotion.

| believed that God had spoken through
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her, so the following year | was ba
a member o tlre C rtst Apostolrlr): Enurc

With JE %or//a% Enesses

In 1951, 1accep ted a co%of the Watch
tower ma azine_ from a Witness named
A ededr O%b% The magazin Wasmterest

H cribed t re(a é
In 1952 1 tenr%dafour ay dist
?(n ention of Jehovan’s Witnesses at A o

Whtlswat the co vention impressed
Tten ou t rious| rEout econing one

rtness uth rnrsse the
pro emwas ad thre WIVﬁ
né concubine tt tr[n
tere was no way cou Ive With 0 Iy
one wife.
When | returned to Akure I t |d Ade-
rNto stogl vrsrtrnegr % not re-
3/ tchtow SU ﬁcr Rtron became
more ctrvg chur ter all, | rea-
soneg les
R hrrstA to rc

il §
irne ) :

duced man cqr ren, |
dt ousg never bgen
mitte toahos ital. Since (od f]eeme to

8 answering my’ prayers, why change m
relrgror\r% g my pray y Change my
Gr r inence
Alon Brsr usionment
e]ga t0 ¢ ntrrbut much moner[q a J

chure onte emeacurﬁ
ewoosrtron tha see the rnner
o[) tecurc at saw dis-
tur e The atora ephets loved
maney; their re

For exa Ie rn 67 three chrI
dren were rn 10 me rent wrve

Was the custom In o ha ea

gﬁgndrenga% %ottqu fsoofttoéj rrnq<stim t?re pas
tor in'preparation for the ceremony.
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Ont ged ofth? %h %h fervrce the pas-
tor said in front %congre atjon:
rch eo rntrs chure ave surprised
nt to have a na c(e orlr\){
andall’\te rrnr%rssoft rrns 1sh. No
0 40 agrne arno rare
sacrrfrceo are ms, et 00
cent that sacrificg since er%was no
In It odwantstrngnwrt I drnte
Abel brou%ht an animal, and his sacrrfice
Was acce
With that, Igotu stor}me out.
However | still atten t e church, In-

cr]e Sl?t%ln/d | S enttlrmore trrrrr]re focra rzrng
e TR IETS A, R

all %nd renewe rﬁ%subscr v!r/)tronﬂ
T eWatc tower. Nevertneless, I was sti

not ready to hecome one of Jehovah’s Wit-
NEsses.

The Decision to Serve Jehovah

Th tur n oint for me came In 8
One ga an tq read an article 1

Watc, ow at sl edtebruta [-

secutron or J ov sWr esse ala-

It told o Svr{)o Was

red toatree an : rgsrx t?rrf]e ause
ere n{sed to com g ISe her faith. %
Be ppe azine utI

ttﬁrnr ?RwoutlI rr(e)az hatn

my chiurch would show t sort
9arth'l é%rth t evening, too up tlhe mag-
azrne and rea te pag a ain,

| b e nser eyt%stu the Bible. As |
rewr ow see o much
e church a énm eadin S Was
trye In ancre]nttr s, ourprresswer car-

6y§ nothin ut Ioosec ? Hos

men Were among t e] 0
t t at sus warneq ahout! ([ att

It helr vrs;fons

ut
?romp ?VY e?relrgron ana Hp oﬂrerseado trterg

Same.



Efforts to Keep Me in the Church
When the church elders realized thﬁt I
was determined to eavet e church, they
sent a deleg atron to plead with me. They did
notwa t10 ?? Q #]o[(tant sourceo rev-
enue x ered to make me Baha ?
e patron of one of the Christ Apostolic
churches In Akure,
| turned them %own and told them whg
mg ctsrérrch gasa een | |neoto us,” | s(arto
heaven. E?/uhl have gg pr?e andg\ am
convinced that on M ers?ns nY”
0 heaven Other f]g teous people will live
?aro [Para ise earth."—Matthew 5:5; Reve-

The \})astor of the church tried to turn
m sagarnst me. He todthem to pre-
Vent Je oV sWrtnesses rom comra to
?ur home. H ly IVES poisone

L waedme aoolt thvttt‘e’ﬁ
leoulrf 8 ? Htthe churcﬂ Insp |te
an kept Wrtnessrn to my Wiy s

(em 1o come to etrnswrt
frndoh ?tus

dthere " sard
How ver none of them showed any Interest,

and the ycontrnued trying to disc urage me.

Frna on Fe ruarY , 1970, wh en | re-
turned fome from a trip fo a neigh orrn
town, Iton]nd that the hous Wase dy
my wives had run away with the children.

Sticking to One Wife

‘| can now strarghten ouJ my marital sr
uation, | thought.”| hnvrte Senior wife
]]anet to come™hack rpe Shé a

amily, howeyer, stron oea7 eglhégr
[h]eh Y Othet wives Eeaph)e at I(had
sked Japet to come bac t)e went to her
athershome and tried to beat her up. Her
amily then summoned me 0 a meetrn?

There were about 80 persons present for

the [neetrn Janet’s, uncle, who was the
amily head said: “If you want to remar-
r% daug hter, then ou must take back
the other women Xou want to prac
tice your new rernrgna %ay with on
wret rl)oumus nd anothef woman.
XOT k Janet, your other wives wi
her and we do not want our daughter

After ch talking, the famrly realized
tat ws etermrne to have only one wite.
Fin [a ey relented, The uncle”said; “We

l( not ta% our wife from you. You can
take her wit

On Ma 21 1970 Jar]et and | were Iegal
aymarrte % days later | was baptized
s one of Jehov Itnesses. In December
of the same year, Janet was also baptized.

En oy mthehovahs BIessrn
Qur ormerc urch members ha Wgrv\)o f
sied thatr we became Witnesses, we would
8 hatwafamosgitokjearsao Even |ft
%now would 1t be becalse | became one o

Jehovah's Wrtneﬁses my wife dies n

can angone sag at It was ecause she be

carlne ne (t)fJ hovat S / |tnesses17 ild
have strugaled to_show my 17 children
the wa ofthg(tlruth Though many of them
were adlults Hythe time Ib Ca ea |tness
| encouraged them. to stu ible ang
fook the tﬂ meetrngs N conventrons It
IS my joy to have five of them serving Jeho-
vah With me. One serves alongsjde me as an
elder in the congregation. Another isa min-
! An a nearhy cong egatron

|sterrat servant
Twoo my children serve ‘as reqular pio-

When I(H< ack, ] marvel at Jeh)ovahs
Hndeserve Inaness In heI gme ecome
IS servant. How true are 0
man can come t% me un esst e Fat er Who
sent me, draws him"=John 6:44.
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Let Us Abhor What Is Wicked

%HOVAH sahoyGodI ancr nttr es 52 Trmotha/ 31 John 10:16) Aﬁ a res u
eo sra a5  anointed hnstrans ana othersep a
suc tha srae bec a Clean and who esome people, able to
suI sam89 18) He todh osenc rry the name of their God as Jehovah’s
n roVe our Witnesses.—Isaiah 43:10.
e am {Leviticus 14 An
onew owante cend into the moup- Keeping the ConPregatron Clean
t]arn of Jehovah’ tﬂ e "In ocent In Incontrast the Wor condonesaII kinds
|s a sandcean In heart.”

fat]meant more than me
ha% sin rorhecrs lt meant “the
#%Wh%%%%m%%

YWTM%%%%OWS

gurdelrnes
on'mora rty Ad ter(ﬁ omosexydl

ﬁ|s .avoIQ-

ting of

cestyous relationships, and.be tra A vaepe
g I

entified as un S{)Irlttha polldtants
Leercus (lj8 3 20T uilty of
uch deqraded acts were cut off from the
nation 0 Israel

When the con re ation of anojn ed
hrrst?an beca ’ |Srae h rh) t

iar moral sta Irqarrhs were own or
them %:Gaa ans616g @ns{rans 100 we5§

to “abhor what Is wick Romani;
Jﬁhova \?o\hvorhdusstob srael a 3sgcau led t
h? " (1 Peter 1h5 16 %frch umoh Erac
trcs a fornrﬁatron omo

qulter exu-

al acts. hestiality, and incest were not to

R S i

mahmhﬁgosmth
126 202 % 1C?rmt lans,

Rom
OHe re (1134) In thes day<};] the
same standar sapplytote ‘Other sheep
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of Immoralit rue Christians
are drfferentythe sh %Id not forget that
man w 0 NOW serve Jehovah were once In
orld. here are many who, before the
fwourgoy od, saw o reason not to -
?F h] esires and- antagles ofttLerr fall-
en Tlesh, wal owrnrr‘; in a_“low sin
auchery. 1Pete 44) The apostle PauI
after escri mP fe |s%ustrng practrce:‘h
egraced people of the nations, said: “T
IS What some of ou were.” Still. h ewent
onto say: “But you have b eenwashe d clean,
a/ou have been sanctified, but you have
bee decl are gteous inthe name of our
or Jesus Christ and with the spirit of our
"—1 Corinthians 6:11,
What a comfortin statement that is!

Whatever a rEJerson |d earlier In life, he
changes Whe the orrous %ood news about

the. g has an effect on his eaﬁt He ex-
ercises |th an gedrcate%hrlnse toJeha
va God. From then on ves a mora

ure life, washed clean in God sees
brews 9:14) The s(r;n that he c%m

ted thwh)hjrsnhhrﬂetdp the things aheag

—P hppran5313 14; Roman$ 4:7, 8.
1995 ISSUE 0 Sth) htih% Ofliveea}ders in the May 1



Jehovah for zive re entant David for 13 173 The% realize that the elders ar(e con-
murder and adultery, and ef??ge sulte any Intimate matters an gave
entant a 5% or Immor atr%/ tohﬁn e sensitiye situations. | WouI be
much shed. (2 Samue neither lovin WIS 0r reasona eofione

hronct?]aBZ g, 10- 13§We can etru wa elsﬁacon% ant?%twn unclean flesh

rate red t

the i |spreg £s 0 reach o
It we reBen and a? roach him In sjn- e osition, —Proverbs 14:16; John 15:12,
% Stll esphte Jehovan’s omans

F or(Tnveus

?ent |n Davi assen, these fwo l: hild molester b
of @ ma $ 2 child molester e

l”'ta d Israel wnN?Qem—haH to W\V/e fore Le was%aptlz ﬁere may be anoth

t for such d [ESPONS|-

the onse ugnees of th ersmfu acts. g conse uence When he leams the truth,
mue ]h 12 Jefemltaohr :39) I fe repen an turns around, not_bring-

m|arvva while Jehovah forgives re en
ant s tﬂeaﬁ%’a‘na:? Copsgences o mgf ﬁte%gﬁesfmg&%th'engo re%astéo%om
lete lg/overcome his wron |m ulses, and
e Inclined to ‘reach outfrare spon-

IneV|tabIe Consequences even

Fore amanw o lives a Ife of im- osition |n the congregation. What,
E i ?

If he still has to

moral ery an contractsAID ma tfgoug the AL A A A \(/)$ dg\rNC rlotorl
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THEY DID

JEHOVAH'S

WILL

Finding a Wife for Isaac

hausted. He and his attendants along with

their ten camels had trekked all the way
from the vicinity of Beer-sheba to northern Mes-
opotamia— a distance of more than 500 miles.*
Now that they had reached their destination, this
weary traveler paused to reflect on his difficult
mission. Who was this man, and why had he un-
dertaken this arduous journey?

The man was Abraham's servant, "the oldest
one of his household." (Genesis 24:2) Though
not named in the account, apparently this was
Eliezer, whom Abraham at one time referred to
as 'a son of his household' and whom he spoke
of as being in line to 'succeed him as heir.' (Gen-
esis 15:2, 3) Of course, that was when Abra-
ham and Sarah were childless. Now their son,
Isaac, was 40 years old, and although Eliezer
was no longer Abraham's principal heir, he was
still his servant. So he complied when Abraham
made a challenging request. What was it?

T HE elderly man sitting by the well was ex-

A Challenging Mission

In Abraham's day a marriage affected not only
the family but also the entire tribe, or patriar-
chal community. Therefore it was customary for
the parents to select a mate for their children. In
searching for a wife for his son Isaac, however,
Abraham was faced with a dilemma. The un-
godly ways of the local Canaanites made mar-
riage to one of them out of the question. (Deu-
teronomy 18:9-12) And while it was customary
for a man to marry within his own tribe, Abra-
ham's relatives lived hundreds of miles away
in northern Mesopotamia. He could not simply
have Isaac relocate there, for Jehovah had prom-

* Considering the average speed of camels, it may have
taken more than 25 days to complete the journey.
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ised Abraham: "To your seed | am going to give
this land," the land of Canaan. (Genesis 24:7)
Hence, Abraham said to Eliezer: "Go to my
country and to my relatives, and you will certain-
ly take a wife for my son, for Isaac."— Genesis
24:4.

Upon completing the long journey, Eliezer rest-
ed by the well as he contemplated his mission.
He realized that soon the women would be com-
ing to the well to fetch the night's supply of wa-
ter. So he implored Jehovah: "The young wom-
an to whom | shall say, 'Let your water jar down,
please, that | may take a drink," and who will in-
deed say, 'Take a drink, and | shall also water
your camels,' this is the one you must assign to
your servant, to Isaac; and by this let me know
that you have performed loyal love with my mas-
ter."— Genesis 24:14.

While he was still praying, an attractive young
woman named Rebekah approached. "Give me,
please, a little sip of water from your jar," Elie-
zer said to her. Rebekah did so, and then she
said: "For your camels too | shall draw water
until they are done drinking." This was quite
an offer, since a thirsty camel can drink up to
25 gallons of water in just ten minutes! Whether
Eliezer's camels were that thirsty or not, Rebek-
ah must have known that the service she of-
fered to perform would be strenuous. Indeed,
she "quickly emptied her jar into the drinking
trough and ran yet again and again to the well
to draw water, and kept drawing for all his cam-
els."— Genesis 24:15-20.

Sensing Jehovah's direction, Eliezer gave Re-
bekah a gold nose ring and two gold bracelets,
worth about $1,400 in today's values. When Re-
bekah told him that she was the granddaughter
of Nahor, Abraham's brother, Eliezer offered a



prayer of thanks to God. "Jehovah has led me
to the house of the brothers of my master," he
said. (Genesis 24:22-27) Eliezer was brought
to Rebekah's family. In time, Rebekah became
Isaac's wife, and she had the privilege of be-
coming an ancestress of the Messiah, Jesus.

Lessons for Us

Jehovah blessed Eliezer's prayerful effort to
find a God-fearing mate for Isaac. Remember,
VhougVi, that Isaac's marriage was directly tied
in with God's purpose to produce a seed through
Abraham. So this account should not lead us to
conclude that everyone who prays for a mate
will miraculously be given one. Still, if we ad-
here to Jehovah's principles, he will give us the
strength to endure the challenges that come with
either circumstance in life— marriage or single-

ness.— 1 Corinthians 7:8, 9, 28; compare Phi-
lippians 4:11-13.

Eliezer had to put forth much effort to do things
Jehovah's way. We too may find that conform-
ing to Jehovah's standards is not always easy.
For example, it may be hard to find employment
that does not stifle theocratic activity, a mate
that is God-fearing, associates that are upbuild-
ing, entertainment that is not debasing. (Mat-
thew 6:33; 1 Corinthians 7:39; 15:33; Ephe-
sians 4:17-19) Yet, Jehovah can sustain those
who refuse to compromise Bible principles. The
Bible promises: "Trust in Jehovah with all your
heart and do not lean upon your own under-
standing. In all your ways take notice of him, and
he himself will make your paths straight."— Prov-
erbs 3:5, 6.
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Who Is to Blame for War?

God to blame for the wars fought by humankind?
"No, God does not want war." That is how Martin
Niemoller, a well-known German Protestant clergyman,

answered this question shortly after the end of World
War Il. His comments were published in 1946 in a book
called Ach Gott vom Himmel sieh dorein— Sechs Predig-
ten (O God, Look From Heaven— Six Sermons).* The
book states:

"Whoever wants to blame God for [wars] does not
know, or does not want to know, God's Word. Of
course, it is a different question whether or not we Chris-
tians bear a good measure of guilt for the incessant
wars. And we cannot escape this question so easily. . . .
It can also be accurately recalled that Christian churches
have, throughout the ages, repeatedly given themselves
to blessing wars, troops, and weapons and that they
prayed in a very unchristian way for the destruction of
their enemies at war. All this is our fault and the fault of
our fathers, but by no means is God to blame. And we
Christians of today stand ashamed before a so-called sect
like the Earnest Bible Students [Jehovah's Withesses],
who by the hundreds and thousands went into concentra-
tion camps and [even] died because they declined service
in war and refused to fire on humans."

Today, some 50 years after World War Il, Niemoller's
words provide peace-loving people with food for thought.
No, God is not to blame for the bloodshed of the na-
tions! Indeed, through his true worshipers, who keep out
of the conflicts of the world, God is declaring the immi-
nent end of all war.— Psalm 46:9; John 17:16.

* Martin Niemoller's sermons were later published in English in the book
of Guilt and Hope. However, the English version differs from the original
German text, hence this quotation is translated directly from the German.
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