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WE MUST
DREAM

ond. There are more elements in one hu­
man brain than there are people on earth. 
Some researchers estimate that it contains 
from 20 billion to more than 50 billion el­
ements. Its complexity confirms what the 
Bible writer David said about the human 
body: “I shall laud you because in a fear- 
inspiring way I am wonderfully made. Your 
works are wonderful.”—Psalm 139:14.

DO YOU have dreams? It is safe to as­
sume that you do, since all of us 
dream while sleeping, even if we 

may claim that we do not. It has been es­
timated that more than 95 percent of all 
dreams are not remembered. Which ones do 
you remember? Actually, those we usually 
remember are the ones we have just before 
awakening.

Dream investigators have found that 
sleep is a progressive process that is deep­
est in the first few hours and then becomes 
lighter later on. Dreaming occurs especial­
ly during periods of rapid eye movement, 
called REM sleep. This alternates with non- 
REM sleep. Each cycle of non-REM/REM 
sleep lasts about 90 minutes, and these cy­
cles are repeated five or six times during 
the night, with the last one occurring just 
before we awake.

It is a mistake to think that your brain is 
at a low level of activity during sleep. It has 
been found that the brain is more active in 
dreams than in some states of wakefulness, 
with the exception of certain neurons in the 
brain stem, which are related to attention 
and memory. These appear to rest during 
REM sleep. But in general the nerve cells 
in the brain have continuous intercellular 
communication.

Our brain is an amazingly complex part 
of the body with billions of elements that 
are generating signals at approximately 
one hundred to two or three hundred a sec­

The World o f  Dreams
During our waking hours, our five senses 

are constantly conveying information and 
images to the brain, but during sleep this 
is not the case. The brain generates images 
within itself without any external sensory 
input. Therefore, what we see in dreams 
and the actions we experience in them are 
at times like hallucinations. This makes it 
possible for us to do things that are viola­
tions of natural laws, such as flying like Pe­
ter Pan or falling from a cliff without inju­
ry. Time may be distorted so that the past 
is seen as if it were the present. Or if we 
are trying to run away, we do not seem to 
have control of our movements—our legs 
do not want to respond. Strong impressions 
and experiences that we may have during 
our waking hours can, of course, affect our 
dreams. Many who have experienced the 
frightful atrocities of war cannot easily for­
get them, nor can some forget the feeling of 
being attacked by a criminal. Such disturb­
ing experiences while we are awake can 
emerge in our dreams, causing nightmares. 
Common things that are on our minds when 
we go to sleep can surface in our dreams.
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Sometimes when we are trying to solve a 
problem, the solution comes to us during 
sleep. This may reflect that not all sleep 
consists of dreaming. A portion of it is 
thinking.

A book about dreams and our brain notes: 
“The most common form of mental activi­
ty in sleep is not dreaming but thinking. 
Sleep thinking is not accompanied by sen­
sory illusions and is not bizarre. It tends 
to be commonplace, often concerned with 
the real-life events of yesterday or tomor­
row, and is usually banal, uncreative, and 
repetitive.”

Some people feel that the subjects of 
their dreams have special messages for 
them. In order to have the dreams inter­
preted, they keep a notepad by their bed 
so that they can record them when they 
awaken. Regarding the usefulness of books

FROM ancient times, mankind has had 
intense interest in dreams. The Egyp­
tians prepared elaborate books for 

dream interpretation, and the Babylonians 
had their dream interpreters. Among the 
Greeks the custom was to have sick peo­
ple sleep in the shrines of Asclepius to re­
ceive health instructions in their dreams. 
In the second century of our Common Era, 
Artemidorus produced a book in which 
he gave interpretations of dream symbols.
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that try to give meaning to dream sym­
bols, The Dream Game, by Ann Faraday, 
says: “Dream books in which you look up 
the meanings of dream themes and symbols 
are equally useless, whether they be tradi­
tional or based on some modern psycholog­
ical theory.”

Since it seems that dreams originate 
principally within the brain, it is not rea­
sonable to think that they have special mes­
sages for us. We should view them as a 
normal function of the brain that helps 
maintain it in a healthful condition.

But what about those who say that they 
had dreamed of the death of a relative or a 
friend and learned the next day that the 
person had died? Does not that indicate 
that dreams can foretell the future? In the 
following article, we will consider what is 
behind prophetic dreams.

CAN DREAMS 
FORETELL 

THE FUTURE?
Many similar books produced since then 
have been based on his book. Down to this 
day, efforts are made to interpret dreams, 
but do they actually give insight into fu­
ture events?

For them to have a futuristic significance, 
they would have to be influenced by a supe­
rior force. In the Bible we find many in­
stances in which God supplied that very 
force. He gave prophetic dreams to his ser­
vants as well as to some who did not worship



him. In fact, Job 33:14-16 says: “God speaks 
. . .  in a dream, a vision of the night, when 
deep sleep falls upon men, during slumbers 
upon the bed. It is then that he uncovers the 
ear of men.”

God did this in the case of the Egyptian 
Pharaoh in the days of Joseph, who lived 
more than 1,700 years before the Common 
Era. Pharaoh’s dream is found at Genesis 
41:1-7, and in verses 25 to 32, Joseph in­
terprets it as foretelling seven years “with 
great plenty in all the land of Egypt,” fol­
lowed by seven years of famine. Joseph ex­
plained to Pharaoh: “What the true God is 
doing he has caused Pharaoh to see.” (Gen­
esis 41:28) The dream was prophetic of what 
actually occurred.

A prominent king of the Babylonians had 
a similar experience. Nebuchadnezzar had a 
dream that disturbed him greatly, but he 
could not remember it. So he called his sor­
cerers to make known to him the dream and 
its interpretation. This was a request im­
possible for them to fulfill.—Daniel 2:1-11.

Since God had given the dream to the 
king, He enabled the prophet Daniel to re­
veal the dream and its interpretation. Dan­
iel 2:19 says: “Then it was that to Daniel in a 
night vision the secret was revealed.” Daniel 
gave credit to God for this dream: “The se­
cret that the king himself is asking, the wise 
men, the conjurers, the magic-practicing 
priests and the astrologers themselves are 
unable to show to the king. However, there 
exists a God in the heavens who is a Reveal- 
er of secrets, and he has made known to 
King Nebuchadnezzar what is to occur in 
the final part of the days.”—Daniel 2:27, 28.

At times God gave instructions to his 
people by means of dreams, and at other 
times he gave assurance of divine favor or 
helped them to understand how he was aid­
ing them. In the case of Jacob, God revealed

his approval by means of a dream.—Genesis 
48:3, 4.

When Joseph, the adoptive father of Je­
sus, discovered that Mary was pregnant, he 
decided to divorce her. Then he received in­
structions in a dream not to do so. Mat­
thew 1:20 says: “After he had thought these 
things over, look! Jehovah’s angel appeared 
to him in a dream, saying: ‘Joseph, son of 
David, do not be afraid to take Mary your 
wife home, for that which has been begot­
ten in her is by holy spirit.’” Later he re­
ceived a warning in a dream: “Jehovah’s an­
gel appeared in a dream to Joseph, saying: 
‘Get up, take the young child and its moth­
er and flee into Egypt.’ ”—Matthew 2:13.

Dreams That Are Not From God
The fact that dream interpretation was 

common among those who were not God’s 
people indicates that dreams in general can­
not be considered to be reliable revealers of 
the future. In the days of God’s prophet Jer­
emiah, false prophets were saying: “I have 
had a dream! I have had a dream!” (Jeremiah 
23:25) Their intentions were to mislead the 
people into thinking that God was speak­
ing through them. Regarding these dream­
ers, Jeremiah was inspired to say: “This is 
what Jehovah of armies, the God of Israel, 
has said: ‘Let not your prophets who are in 
among you and your practicers of divination 
deceive you, and do not you listen to their 
dreams that they are dreaming. For “it is in 
falsehood that they are prophesying to you 
in my name . . . , ” is the utterance of Jeho­
vah.’ ”—Jeremiah 29:8, 9.

Since these false prophets were “practic­
ers of divination,” their dreams could have 
been influenced by wicked spirit forces for 
the purpose of deceiving the people. The 
same is indicated in what is stated at Zech- 
ariah 10:2: “The teraphim themselves have 
spoken what is uncanny; and the practicers 
of divination, for their part, have visioned
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falsehood, and valueless dreams are what 
they keep speaking.”

The Devil is the archdeceiver who for 
thousands of years has used religious lead­
ers to claim falsely that God has spoken to 
them through visions and dreams, just as 
the false prophets did in the days of Jere­
miah and Zechariah. Concerning such ones, 
the inspired Bible writer Jude wrote to the 
Christians of the first century: “Certain 
men have slipped in who have long ago been 
appointed by the Scriptures to this judg­
ment, ungodly men, turning the undeserved 
kindness of our God into an excuse for loose 
conduct and proving false to our only Owner 
and Lord, Jesus Christ.” These men, he said, 
were, so to speak, “indulging in dreams.” 
—Jude 4, 8.

Test the Claims
A person may claim that God spoke to 

him in a dream or that his dreams of future 
events proved true, yet that is not sufficient 
reason to believe him and blindly follow 
him. Note the instructions written to the Is­
raelites, found at Deuteronomy 13:1-3,5: “In 
case a prophet or a dreamer of a dream aris­
es in your midst and does give you a sign or 
a portent, and the sign or the portent does 
come true of which he spoke to you, say­
ing, ‘Let us walk after other gods, whom 
you have not known, and let us serve them,’ 
you must not listen to the words of that 
prophet or to the dreamer of that dream. . .  
And that prophet or that dreamer of the 
dream should be put to death.” God permit­
ted such ones to speak out falsely as a test 
of the loyalty of his people.

Instead of blindly believing the claims of 
charismatic dreamers, the wise course is for 
us to test their claims to avoid being misled 
by the invisible archdeceiver, who is “mis­
leading the entire inhabited earth.” (Reve­
lation 12:9) But how can they be reliably 
tested?

God’s written Word is our divinely giv­
en guide to the truth. Regarding it, Jesus 
Christ said: “Your word is truth.” (John 17: 
17) So we are admonished at 1 John 4:1: 
“Beloved ones, do not believe every inspired 
expression, but test the inspired expres­
sions to see whether they originate with 
God, because many false prophets have gone 
forth into the world.” When carefully com­
pared with the Bible, their claims, philoso­
phies, and actions will conflict with it. God’s 
Word is the authority as to what is truth.

Is the dreamer who claims special knowl­
edge actually using divination or other spir­
itistic practices? If so, he is condemned by 
God’s Word. “There should not be found in 
you anyone . . . who employs divination, a 
practicer of magic or anyone who looks for 
omens or a sorcerer, or one who binds oth­
ers with a spell or anyone who consults a 
spirit medium or a professional foreteller of 
events or anyone who inquires of the dead. 
For everybody doing these things is some­
thing detestable to Jehovah.”—Deuterono­
my 18:10-12.

If he claims to have a soul in him that 
does not die, he is contradicting God’s Word 
that plainly states: “The soul that is sinning 
—it itself will die.” (Ezekiel 18:4) Is he ex­
alting himself and drawing a personal fol­
lowing? Matthew 23:12 cautions: “Whoever 
exalts himself will be humbled.” And Acts 
20:30 warns Christians: “From among you 
yourselves men will rise and speak twist­
ed things to draw away the disciples after 
themselves.”

Does he advocate violent actions? James 
3:17, 18 condemns him: “The wisdom from 
above is first of all chaste, then peaceable, 
reasonable, ready to obey, full of mercy 
and good fruits, not making partial distinc­
tions, not hypocritical. Moreover, the fruit 
of righteousness has its seed sown un­
der peaceful conditions for those who are
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4$ Pharaoh's dream showed what was to 
come, God's Word sheds light on our future

making peace.” Does he seek political au­
thority or influence in the world? God’s 
Word denounces him emphatically, saying: 
“Whoever . . . wants to be a friend of the 
world is constituting himself an enemy of 
God.” Thus the Bible exposes what is false. 
—James 4:4.

If a person has a dream about the death 
of a family member or a friend, it is perhaps 
because he has been concerned about this 
person. That the person may have died on 
precisely the night of the dream does not in 
itself prove that the dream was prophetic.

For every dream of this type that appears 
to become a reality, there are hundreds that 
do not.

Although God did use dreams in the past 
to reveal prophetic events and give instruc­
tions while his written Word was being 
produced, he has no need to do so today. 
That written Word contains all the instruc­
tions from God that mankind needs at this 
time, and its prophecies concern events 
more than a thousand years into the future. 
(2 Timothy 3:16,17) So we can be confident 
that our dreams are not indications from 
God of future events but essential func­
tions of the brain for maintaining our men­
tal well-being.
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
Bible Truths Continue to Be Preached in Ireland

IN RECENT years the scenic 
country of Ireland has been the 
stage for considerable turmoil.
At the same time, Irish people 
have responded favorably to the 
Bible's message of hope brought 
to them by Jehovah's Witnesses.
The following experiences from 
Ireland bear this out.

■ In Dublin one of Jehovah's 
Witnesses and his young daugh­
ter were sharing in the door- 
to-door preaching work. They 
met a woman named Cathy who was very busy 
with her many children. The Witness asked if his 
daughter, who was learning how to preach, might 
share just a brief message with her. Cathy agreed, 
and the little girl gave a clear, well-thought-out 
presentation. Cathy was struck by the youngster's 
obvious sincerity and respectfulness, and she ac­
cepted the offer of a Bible tract.

Later Cathy reflected on her young visitor's 
good preparation and manners. "I was impressed 
that a small girl could share such an interesting 
message without being precocious," she said. "I 
decided that the next time Jehovah's Witnesses 
called, I would listen to them."

In the meantime Cathy moved to a small town in 
southwestern Ireland near the border of counties 
Cork and Kerry. Some time later Jehovah's Wit­
nesses called at her door, and she invited them in. 
She accepted a regular study of the Bible and now 
attends congregation meetings with several of her 
children. Cathy is grateful for the little girl's genu­
ine desire to share the good news with her.

■ In the area of Tullamore, the Witnesses had 
Bible discussions with a woman named Jean over 
a period of seven years. Sometimes she showed 
interest and accepted literature, but at other times

her interest waned. One day, 
when a Witness named Frances 
and a companion called on Jean, 
they found her in a very disagree­
able mood. "No matter what we 
said," the Witness reports, "she 
got worse. Finally, she told us to 
get lost and slammed the door."

Frances wondered if further vis­
its would only invite a similar 
reception. 'Perhaps it is no longer 
worthwhile to call on her if she is 
not really interested in the mes­

sage,' Frances thought. However, she discussed 
the matter with her husband, Thomas, and he was 
more hopeful. The next time they were in the 
area, another call was made on Jean. She was 
friendly and accepted copies of the Watchfov/er 
and Awake! magazines. Further calls were just as 
pleasant, and Thomas and Frances started a regu­
lar home Bible study with her.

Why the change? Jean explains that at the time 
that she was so impolite to the Witnesses, she had 
recently given birth and had just come out of the 
hospital. Because of breast-feeding her newborn 
and spoon-feeding her older baby, she was get­
ting only an hour and a half of sleep a night. "The 
last thing I wanted to do," Jean says, "was to talk 
about religion."

Within two months Jean was attending all con­
gregation meetings, and within four months she 
was sharing in the field ministry. Ten months from 
the time she began her Bible study, she was bap­
tized. Now Jean's own experience helps her in the 
ministry. She relates: "If I meet someone who is 
very rude, I try to be more understanding. I al­
ways make a note of it. Maybe the situation will 
change by the time I get back; the person may be 
feeling better and be more receptive."
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“Fo llo w  th e c o u r se
OF HOSPITALITY”

“Share with the holy ones according to their needs. Follow the course
o f hospitality.ROMANS 12:13.

TO WALK down a lonely street in a 
strange neighborhood late at night 
can be a harrowing experience now­

adays. But it can be just as stressful to be 
in a crowd and not know anyone or be rec­
ognized. Indeed, an integral part of human 
nature is the need to be cared for, wanted, 
and loved. No one likes to be treated as a 
stranger or an outsider.

2 Jehovah God, the Maker and Creator 
of all things, well knows the human need 
for companionship. As the Designer of his 
human creation, right from the beginning 
God knew that it was “not good for the man 
to continue by himself,” and he did some­
thing about it. (Genesis 2:18, 21, 22) The 
Bible record is filled with examples of acts 
of kindness expressed toward humans by 
Jehovah and by his servants. This enables 
us to learn how to “follow the course of hos­
pitality,” to the joy and delight of others and 
to our own satisfaction.—Romans 12:13.

Fondness of Strangers
3 The word “hospitality” as used in the 

Bible is translated from the Greek word 
phi-lo-xe-ni'a, which is made up of two 
root words meaning “love” and “stranger.” 
Thus, hospitality essentially means “love of

1. What is a basic human need, and how is it 
manifested?
2. How has Jehovah provided for our need of 
companionship?
3. Explain the basic meaning of hospitality.

strangers.” However, this is not just a for­
mality or a point of courtesy. It involves 
one’s feelings and affections. The verb 
le'o, according to James Strong’s Exhaus­
tive Concordance of the Bible, means “to 
be a friend to (fond o f [an individual or 
an object]), i.e. have affection for (denoting 
personal attachment, as a matter of senti­
ment or feeling).” Hence, hospitality goes 
beyond love based on principle, perhaps out 
of a sense of duty or obligation. It usually 
is an expression of genuine fondness, affec­
tion, and friendship.

4 The receiver of this fondness and af­
fection is the “stranger” (Greek, ).
Who might this be? Again, Strong’s Con­
cordance defines the word xe'nos as ‘for­
eign (literally alien, or figuratively nov­
el); by implication a guest or (vice-versa) a 
stranger.’ So hospitality, as exemplified in 
the Bible, can reflect kindness expressed to­
ward someone we are fond of, or it can be 
extended even toward a complete stranger. 
Jesus explained: “If you love those loving 
you, what reward do you have? Are not also 
the tax collectors doing the same thing? 
And if you greet your brothers only, what 
extraordinary thing are you doing? Are not 
also the people of the nations doing the 
same thing?” (Matthew 5:46, 47) Genuine

4. Toward whom should hospitality be ex­
pressed?
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hospitality transcends the division and dis­
crimination imposed by prejudice and fear.

Jehovah, the Perfect Host
5 After pointing out the deficiencies of 

the love expressed by humans toward one 
another, as cited above, Jesus added this re­
mark: “You must accordingly be perfect, 
as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Mat­
thew 5:48) Of course, Jehovah is perfect 
in every respect. (Deuteronomy 32:4) Je­
sus, however, was highlighting one partic­
ular aspect of Jehovah’s perfection, as he 
said earlier: “ [God] makes his sun rise upon 
wicked people and good and makes it rain 
upon righteous people and unrighteous.” 
(Matthew 5:45) When it comes to showing 
kindness, Jehovah knows no partiality.

6 As the Creator, Jehovah is the owner of 
everything. “To me belongs every wild ani­
mal of the forest, the beasts upon a thou­
sand mountains. I well know every winged 
creature of the mountains, and the animal 
throngs of the open field are with me,” says 
Jehovah. (Psalm 50:10,11) Yet, he does not 
selfishly hoard anything. In his generosity, 
he provides for all his creatures. The psalm­
ist said of Jehovah: “You are opening your

5, 6. (a) What did Jesus have in mind when he 
said, “Your heavenly Father is perfect”? (b) How 
is Jehovah’s generosity seen?

hand and satisfying the desire of every liv­
ing thing.”—Psalm 145:16.

7 Jehovah gives people what they need 
—even people who do not know him, who 
are strangers to him. Paul and Barnabas re­
minded the idol worshipers in the city of 
Lystra that Jehovah “did not leave himself 
without witness in that he did good, giving 
you rains from heaven and fruitful seasons, 
filling your hearts to the full with food and 
good cheer.” (Acts 14:17) Especially toward 
those in need, Jehovah is kind and gener­
ous. (Deuteronomy 10:17,18) There is much 
that we can learn from Jehovah in show­
ing kindness and generosity—being hospi­
table—to others.

8 In addition to providing abundantly for 
the material needs of his creatures, Jeho-

7. What can we learn from the way in which Je ­
hovah treats strangers and those in need?
8. How has Jehovah shown his generosity in car­
ing for our spiritual needs?
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vah cares for their needs in a spiritual way. 
Jehovah acted in the most magnanimous 
way for our spiritual welfare, even before 
any of us realized that we were in a desper­
ate state spiritually. We read at Romans 5:
8, 10: “God recommends his own love to us 
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us. . . . When we were enemies, 
we became reconciled to God through the 
death of his Son.” That provision makes it 
possible for sinful humans to come into a 
happy family relationship with our heaven­
ly Father. (Romans 8:20, 21) Jehovah also 
saw to it that we are provided with proper 
guidance and direction so that we can make 
a success of life in spite of our sinful and 
imperfect state.—Psalm 119:105; 2 Timo­
thy 3:16.

9 In view of this, we can say that Jehovah 
is truly the perfect host in so many ways. 
He does not overlook the needy, the hum­
ble, and the lowly. He shows genuine inter­
est in and concern for strangers, even his 
enemies, and he does not look for any ma­
terial return. In all of this, is he not the ul­
timate example of a perfect host?

10 As a God of such loving-kindness and 
generosity, Jehovah wants his worshipers to 
imitate him. All through the Bible, we see 
outstanding examples of this kindly quali­
ty. The Encyclopaedia Judaica observes 
that “in ancient Israel, hospitality was not 
merely a question of good manners, but a 
moral institution . . . The biblical customs 
of welcoming the weary traveler and of re­
ceiving the stranger in one’s midst was the 
matrix out of which hospitality and all its 
tributary aspects developed into a highly 
esteemed virtue in Jewish tradition.” More 
than being a trademark of any particu-

9, 10. (a) Why can we say that Jehovah is the 
perfect host? (b) How should true worshipers im­
itate Jehovah in this respect?

lar nationality or ethnic group, hospitality 
should be a characteristic of all true wor­
shipers of Jehovah.

A Host to Angels
11 One of the best-known Bible accounts 

of the display of hospitality is that of Abra­
ham and Sarah when they were camping 
among the big trees of Mamre, near He­
bron. (Genesis 18:1-10; 23:19) The apostle 
Paul no doubt had this event in mind when 
he provided this admonition: “Do not for­
get hospitality, for through it some, un­
known to themselves, entertained angels.” 
(Hebrews 13:2) A study of this account will 
help us to see that hospitality is not simply 
a matter of custom or upbringing. Rather, 
it is a godly quality that brings marvelous 
blessings.

12 Genesis 18:1, 2 indicates that the visi­
tors were unknown to and unexpected by 
Abraham, as much as to say just three 
strangers passing through. The custom 
among the Orientals, according to some 
commentators, was that a traveler in a 
strange land had the right to expect hos­
pitality even if he did not know anyone 
there. But Abraham did not wait for the 
strangers to exercise their prerogative; he 
took the initiative. He “began running” to 
meet these strangers who were some dis­
tance from him—all of this in “the heat 
of the day,” and Abraham was 99 years of 
age! Does this not show why Paul alluded 
to Abraham as a model for us to imitate? 
That is what hospitality is all about, the 
fondness or love of strangers, the concern 
for their needs. It is a positive quality.

11. What outstanding example shows that hos­
pitality brought unexpected blessings? (See also 
Genesis 19:1-3; Judges 13:11-16.)
12. How did Abraham demonstrate his love of 
strangers?
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13 The account also tells us that after 
meeting the strangers, Abraham “proceed­
ed to bow down to the earth.” Bowing to 
perfect strangers? Well, a bow, as per­
formed by Abraham, was a way of greeting 
an honored guest or someone of high posi­
tion, not to be confused with an act of wor­
ship, which is reserved only for God. (Com­
pare Acts 10:25, 26; Revelation 19:10.) By 
bowing, not just a tipping of the head but a 
bowing “down to the earth,” Abraham ac­
corded these strangers the honor of being 
important. He was the head of a large, pros­
perous patriarchal family, yet he regarded 
these strangers as worthy of greater hon­
or than himself. How different this is from 
the customary suspicion of strangers, the 
wait-and-see attitude! Abraham truly dem­
onstrated the meaning of the statement: 
“In showing honor to one another take the 
lead.”—Romans 12:10.

14 The rest of the account shows that 
Abraham’s feelings were genuine. The meal 
itself was extraordinary. Even in a large 
household having much livestock, “a ten­
der and good young bull” is not everyday 
fare. Regarding the prevalent customs of 
the area, John Kitto’s Daily Bible Illustra­
tions notes: “Luxuries are never indulged in 
except on some festivals, or on the arrival 
of a stranger; and it is only on such occa­
sions that animal food is ever eaten, even 
by the possessors of numerous flocks and 
herds.” The warm climate did not permit 
any perishable food to be stored, so to serve 
up such a meal, everything had to be done 
on the spot. It is no wonder that in this 
short account, the word “hurry” or “hurry­
ing” occurs three times, and Abraham lit­
erally “ran” to get the meal ready!—Gene­
sis 18:6-8.

13. Why did Abraham “bow down” to the visi­
tors?
14. What effort and sacrifice were involved in 
Abraham’s showing hospitality to the strangers?

15 The purpose, however, is not just to 
come up with a big feast to impress some­
one. Even though Abraham and Sarah went 
to all that effort to prepare and present the 
meal, note how Abraham earlier referred to 
it: “Let a little water be taken, please, and 
you must have your feet washed. Then re­
cline under the tree. And let me get a piece 
of bread, and refresh your hearts. Following 
that, you can pass on, because that is why 
you have passed this way to your servant.” 
(Genesis 18:4, 5) That “piece of bread” 
turned out to be a banquet of fattened calf 
along with round cakes of fine flour, butter, 
and milk—a feast fit for a king. What is 
the point? When hospitality is shown, the 
important thing, or what is to be empha­
sized, is not how sumptuous the food and 
drinks will be, or what elaborate entertain­
ment will be provided, and so on. Hospital­
ity does not depend on whether one can af­
ford expensive things. Rather, it is based on 
a genuine concern for the welfare of others 
and on a desire to do good to others to the 
extent that one can. “Better is a dish of veg­
etables where there is love than a manger- 
fed bull and hatred along with it,” says a 
Bible proverb, and therein lies the key to 
genuine hospitality.—Proverbs 15:17.

16 We must note, however, that there was 
also a spiritual overtone to the entire event. 
Abraham somehow discerned that these vis­
itors were messengers from Jehovah. This 
is indicated by his addressing them with 
the words: “Jehovah, if, now, I have found 
favor in your eyes, please do not pass by 
your servant.”* (Genesis 18:3; compare Ex-

* For a fuller discussion of this point, see the ar­
ticle “Has Anyone Seen God?” in The Watchtower 
of May 15, 1988, pages 21-3.

15. What is the proper view of material provi­
sions in showing hospitality, as exemplified by 
Abraham?
16. How did Abraham show appreciation for 
spiritual things in what he did for the visitors?
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odus 33:20.) Abraham did not know before­
hand if they had a message for him or if 
they were just passing through. Regardless, 
he appreciated that an outworking of Jeho­
vah’s purpose was taking place. These indi­
viduals were engaged in some mission from 
Jehovah. If he could do something to con­
tribute to that, it would be his pleasure. He 
realized that Jehovah’s servants deserve the 
best, and he would provide the best under 
the circumstances. By doing so, there would 
be a spiritual blessing, whether for him­
self or for someone else. As it turned out, 
Abraham and Sarah were greatly blessed 
for their sincere hospitality.—Genesis 18:9- 
15; 21:1, 2.

A  Hospitable People
17 The outstanding example of Abraham 

was not to be forgotten by the nation that 
came forth from him. The Law that Je­
hovah gave the Israelites included provi­
sions for showing hospitality to the strang­
ers among them. “The alien resident who 
resides as an alien with you should become 
to you like a native of yours; and you must 
love him as yourself, for you became alien 
residents in the land of Egypt. I am Jeho­
vah your God.” (Leviticus 19:34) The people 
were to give special consideration to those 
in need of material support and not to dis­
miss them lightly. When Jehovah blessed 
them with abundant harvests, when they 
rejoiced in their festivals, when they rest­
ed from their labors during Sabbath years, 
and on other occasions, the people were to 
remember those less fortunate—the wid­
ows, the fatherless boys, and the alien resi­
dents.—Deuteronomy 16:9-14; 24:19-21; 26: 
12, 13.

17. What did Jehovah require of the Israel­
ites regarding strangers and needy ones among 
them?

18 The importance of kindness, generosi­
ty, and hospitality toward others, especial­
ly toward those in need, can be seen in 
the way Jehovah dealt with the Israelites 
when they neglected to exercise these qual­
ities. Jehovah made it clear that kindness 
and generosity toward strangers and needy 
ones are among the requirements for his 
people to receive his continued blessings. 
(Psalm 82:2, 3; Isaiah 1:17; Jeremiah 7:5-7; 
Ezekiel 22:7; Zechariah 7:9-11) When the 
nation was diligent in carrying out these 
and other requirements, they prospered and 
enjoyed material and spiritual abundance. 
When they became wrapped up in their self­
ish personal pursuits and neglected to show 
these kindly qualities to those in need, they 
received Jehovah’s condemnation, and even­
tually adverse judgment was meted out to 
them.—Deuteronomy 27:19; 28:15, 45.

19 How important it is, then, for us to ex­
amine ourselves and see if we are living 
up to Jehovah’s expectations in this regard! 
This is especially so today in view of the 
selfish and divisive spirit in the world. How 
can we show Christian hospitality in a di­
vided world? That is the subject discussed 
in the next article.

18. How important is hospitality in relation to 
receiving Jehovah’s favor and blessing?
19. What must we further consider?

Do You Remember?
□  W hat is the meaning of the Bible 

word translated "hospitality"?
□  In what ways is Jehovah the perfect 

example in showing hospitality?
□  To what length did Abraham go to 

be hospitable?
□  W hy must all true worshipers 

"fo llow  the course of hospitality"?
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C h ristia n  h o spitality
IN A DIVIDED WORLD

“We, therefore, are under obligation to receive such persons hospitably, 
th a t w e m ay become fe llo w  workers in the truth. 3 JOHN 8.

( ( " I  JTANKIND have nothing better
| \ / |  under the sun than to eat and 

JL V  JL drink and rejoice, and that it 
should accompany them in their hard work 
for the days of their life, which the true 
God has given them under the sun.” (Eccle­
siastes 8:15) With those words the ancient 
Hebrew congregator tells us that Jehovah 
God not only wants his human creation 
to be joyful and happy but also provides 
the means for them to be so. Throughout 
human history one common desire among 
people everywhere appears to be to enjoy 
themselves and to have a good time.

2 Today we live in a hedonistic society in 
which people are preoccupied with the pur­
suit of pleasures and good times. Most peo­
ple have become “lovers of themselves,. . .  
lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of 
God,” as the Bible foretold. (2 Timothy 3: 
1-4) This, of course, is a gross distortion of 
what Jehovah God purposed. When the pur­
suit of good times becomes an end in itself, 
or when self-gratification becomes the sole 
objective, there is no true satisfaction, and 
‘everything becomes vanity and a striving 
after wind.’ (Ecclesiastes 1:14; 2:11) On this 
account the world is filled with lonely and 
frustrated people, which, in turn, leads to

1. What most desirable gifts has the Creator 
given mankind?
2. (a) How have mankind abused what Jehovah 
purposed for them? (b) What is the result?

many of the problems in society. (Proverbs 
18:1) People become suspicious of one an­
other and become divided racially, ethnical­
ly, socially, and economically.

3 How different things would be if peo­
ple imitated Jehovah’s way of dealing with 
others—being kind, generous, hospitable! 
He made it clear that the secret to true hap­
piness does not lie in our trying to satisfy 
our own desires. Rather, this is the key: 
“There is more happiness in giving than 
there is in receiving.” (Acts 20:35) To find 
true joy and satisfaction, we must overcome 
barriers and divisions that might hem us 
in. And we must reach out to those who 
are serving Jehovah along with us. It is 
essential that we heed the counsel: “We, 
therefore, are under obligation to receive 
such persons hospitably, that we may be­
come fellow workers in the truth.” (3 John 
8) Showing hospitality to deserving ones, 
to the extent that our circumstances al­
low, pays dividends in two ways—it bene­
fits both the givers and the receivers. Who, 
then, are among the deserving ones whom 
we should ‘receive hospitably’?

“Look After Orphans and Widows”
4 Stable families and happy marriages 

are a rarity today. Rising divorce rates and

3. How can we find true joy and satisfaction?
4. What change in family relations is seen even 
among some of Jehovah’s people?
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the increasing number of unwed mothers 
around the world have drastically changed 
the traditional family. As a result, many 
who have become Jehovah’s Witnesses 
in recent years are from broken fami­
lies. They are either divorced or separated 
from their marriage mates, or they live in 
single-parent families. In addition, as Je­
sus foretold, the truth he taught has re­
sulted in divisions in many families.—Mat­
thew 10:34-37; Luke 12:51-53.

5 It warms our heart to see new ones 
take a firm stand for the truth, and we 
often comfort them with Jesus’ encourag­
ing promise: “Truly I say to you men, No 
one has left house or brothers or sisters 
or mother or father or children or fields 
for my sake and for the sake of the good 
news who will not get a hundredfold now in 
this period of time, houses and brothers 
and sisters and mothers and children and 
fields, with persecutions, and in the coming 
system of things everlasting life.”—Mark 
10:29, 30.

6 Who, though, are these ‘brothers and 
sisters and mothers and children’? Just 
seeing a large number of people at a King­
dom Hall, often a hundred or more, who 
call themselves brothers and sisters does 
not automatically make a person feel that 
these are his brothers, sisters, mothers, 
and children. Consider this point: The dis­
ciple James reminds us that for our wor­
ship to be acceptable to Jehovah, we must 
‘look after orphans and widows in their 
tribulation and keep ourselves without 
spot from the world.’ (James 1:27) That 
means that we must not allow worldly at-

5. What did Jesus say that can be a source of 
encouragement to those in divided families?
6. How can we become ‘brothers, sisters, moth­
ers, and children’ to the “orphans and widows” 
in our midst?

titudes of economic pride and class superi­
ority to shut our door of compassion to­
ward such “orphans and widows.” Rather, 
we must take the initiative to extend to 
them our fellowship and hospitality.

’ Showing hospitality to “orphans and 
widows” does not always involve mak­
ing up for what they may lack materi­
ally. Single-parent families or religious­
ly divided households are not necessarily 
financially strapped. However, the whole­
some association, the family atmosphere, 
the fellowship with persons of various ages, 
and the sharing of spiritual good things 
—these are aspects of life that are treasur- 
able. Thus, remembering that it is, not the 
elaborateness of the occasion, but the spirit 
of love and unity that counts, how fine it is 
that, at times, even “orphans and widows” 
can share in showing hospitality to fellow 
Christians!—Compare 1 Kings 17:8-16.

Are There Foreigners Among Us?
8 We live in a time of massive population 

movement. “More than 100 million peo­
ple around the world are living in coun­
tries of which they are not citizens, and 
23 million are displaced in their own coun­
tries,” says World Press Review. A di­
rect result of this has been that in many 
areas, especially in larger cities, congrega­
tions of Jehovah’s people that were once 
made up mostly of one race or nationali­
ty now contain people from different parts 
of the world. Perhaps this is true where 
you are. How, though, should we view these 
“aliens” and “foreigners,” as the world may

7. (a) What is the real purpose of being hospi­
table to “orphans and widows”? (b) Who also may 
be able to share in showing Christian hospital­
ity?
8. What change is seen in many congregations 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses?
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call them, whose language, customs, and 
life-style may be different from ours?

9 Simply put, we must not allow any xe­
nophobic tendencies to make us feel that 
we are somehow more deserving of the 
privilege of knowing the truth than are 
those who came from a strange or so- 
called pagan land; nor should we feel as 
though these newcomers are infringing on 
the use of the Kingdom Hall or other prop­
erties. The apostle Paul had to remind some 
first-century Jewish Christians, who har­
bored such views, that really no one was de­
serving; it was God’s undeserved kindness 
that made it possible for anyone at all to 
gain salvation. (Romans 3:9-12, 23, 24) We

9. What serious pitfall can ensnare us regard­
ing our view of the “aliens” and “foreigners” 
coming into the Christian congregation?

should rejoice that God’s undeserved kind­
ness is now reaching so many people who 
had, in one way or another, been denied the 
opportunity to hear the good news. (1 Tim­
othy 2:4) How can we show that our fond­
ness for them is genuine?

10 We can follow Paul’s admonition: “Wel­
come one another, just as the Christ also 
welcomed us, with glory to God in view.” 
(Romans 15:7) Appreciating that people 
from other lands or backgrounds are often 
disadvantaged, we should show them kind­
ness and concern when it is within our pow­
er to do so. We should welcome them into 
our midst, treat each one of them “like a 
native of yours,” and “love him as your-

10. How can we show that we are genuinely hos­
pitable to the “foreigners” among us?
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On festive occasions we 
can be hospitable to foreigners, 
fatherless children, those in  
fu ll-tim e  service, and other guests

self.” (Leviticus 19:34) This may not be 
easy to do, but we will succeed if we re­
member the counsel: “Quit being fashioned 
after this system of things, but be trans­
formed by making your mind over, that 
you may prove to yourselves the good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God.”—Ro­
mans 12:2.

Share With the Holy Ones
11 Among those who are truly deserv­

ing of our consideration and hospitality 
are mature Christians who work hard for 
our spiritual welfare. Jehovah made special 
provisions for the priests and the Levites in 
ancient Israel. (Numbers 18:25-29) In the

11, 12. What special consideration was given to 
certain servants of Jehovah in (a) ancient Israel 
(b) the first century?

first century, Christians were also urged to 
care for those who served them in special 
capacities. The account at 3 John 5-8 gives 
us a glimpse of the close bond of love ex­
isting among the early Christians.

12 The aged apostle John highly valued 
the kindness and hospitality that Gaius 
had shown toward certain traveling broth­
ers sent to visit the congregation. These 
brothers—including Demetrius, appar­
ently the bearer of the epistle—were all 
strangers or unknown to Gaius formerly. 
But they were received hospitably because 
it was “in behalf o f [God’s] name that they 
went forth.” John put it this way: “We, 
therefore, are under obligation to receive 
such persons hospitably, that we may be­
come fellow workers in the truth.”—3 John 
1, 7, 8.
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13 Today, within Jehovah’s organization, 
there are many who are exerting them­
selves vigorously in behalf of the whole 
association of brothers. These include the 
traveling overseers, who spend their time 
and energy week after week in building up 
the congregations; the missionaries, who 
leave behind families and friends to preach 
in foreign lands; those serving in Beth­
el homes or branch offices, who volunteer 
their services to support the worldwide 
preaching work; and those in the pioneer 
service, who spend the major part of their 
time and energy in the field ministry. Ba­
sically, all of these work hard, not for any 
personal glory or gain, but out of love for 
the Christian brotherhood and for Jehovah. 
They are worthy of our imitation because 
o f their whole-souled devotion and are de­
serving of being ‘received hospitably.’

14 When we “receive such persons hospi­
tably,” the apostle John pointed out, we 
“become fellow workers in the truth.” In 
a sense we become better Christians as 
a result. This is because Christian works 
include doing good to fellow believers. 
(Proverbs 3:27, 28; 1 John 3:18) There are 
rewards in another way too. When Mary 
and Martha received Jesus into their home, 
Martha wanted to be a good hostess by 
preparing “many things” for Jesus. Mary 
showed hospitality in a different way. She 
“sat down at the feet of the Lord and kept 
listening to his word,” and Jesus commend­
ed her for having chosen “the good por­
tion.” (Luke 10:38-42) Conversations and 
discussions with those having long years of

13. Who among us today especially deserve be­
ing ‘received hospitably’?
14. (a) How is it that we become better Chris­
tians when we show hospitality to faithful ones? 
(b) Why did Jesus say that Mary chose “the good 
portion”?

experience are often the highlights o f an 
evening spent in their company.—Romans 
1:11, 12.

On Special Occasions
15 Though true Christians do not fol­

low popular customs or observe world­
ly holidays and festivals, there are occa­
sions when they do get together to enjoy 
one another’s company. For example, Je­
sus attended a marriage feast in Cana and 
contributed to the joy of the occasion by 
performing his first miracle there. (John 2: 
1-11) Likewise today, Jehovah’s people have 
happy times together on similar special oc­
casions, and appropriate celebration and 
festivity add much to such events. What, 
though, is appropriate?

16 From our study of the Bible, we learn 
what is appropriate conduct for Christians, 
and this we follow at all times. (Romans 
13:12-14; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5: 
3-5) Social gatherings, whether in connec­
tion with weddings or for any other rea­
son, do not give us license to abandon our 
Christian standards or to do something 
that we would not ordinarily do; nor are we 
obligated to follow all the customs of the 
land in which we live. Many of such are 
based on false religious practices or super­
stitions, and others involve conduct clearly 
unacceptable to Christians.— 1 Peter 4:3, 4.

17 Reading John 2:1-11, it is not difficult 
for us to see that the occasion was an elab­
orate one and that quite a large number of 
guests were there. However, Jesus and his

15. What special occasions may prove to be hap­
py times for Jehovah’s people?
16. What guidelines do we have as to proper 
conduct even for special occasions?
17. (a) What factors show that the wedding 
feast in Cana was well organized and properly 
supervised? (b) What indicates that Jesus ap­
proved of that occasion?
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disciples were “invited” guests; they did 
not just drop in, even though at least some 
of them likely were related to the host. We 
note also that there were those “minister­
ing” as well as a “director,” who would give 
directions as to what was served or done. 
All of this indicates that the affair was well 
organized and properly supervised. The ac­
count closes by stating that by what he did 
at the feast, Jesus “made his glory mani­
fest.” Would he have chosen that occasion 
to do that had it been a rowdy and wild par­
ty? Undoubtedly not.

18 What, then, about any special occa­
sions that we may host? We want to re­
member that the purpose o f receiving 
others with hospitality is that we might 
all “become fellow workers in the truth.” 
Thus, it is not enough to label an event a 
“Witness” gathering. The question may be 
asked, Is it in fact a witness to who we 
are and what we believe? We should never 
view such occasions as opportunities to see 
how far we can go in rivaling the world in

18. What serious thought must be given to any 
social event?

Can You Explain?
□  What must we not overlook if we 

want to find true joy and satisfac­
tion?

□  Who are the "orphans and 
widows," and how should we "look 
after" them?

□  How should we view the "aliens" 
and "foreigners" among us?

□  Who are deserving of particular 
consideration today?

□  How should special occasions reflect 
the true spirit o f hospitality?

its devices, in indulging in “the desire of 
the flesh and the desire o f the eyes and 
the showy display of one’s means of life.” 
(1 John 2:15, 16) Rather, these occasions 
must properly reflect our role as Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, and we should be sure that what 
we do brings glory and honor to Jehovah. 
—Matthew 5:16; 1 Corinthians 10:31-33.

‘Be Hospitable Without Grumbling’
19 As world conditions continue to de­

teriorate and people become ever more 
divided, we need to do all that we can 
to strengthen the close bond that exists 
among true Christians. (Colossians 3:14) To 
this end we must have “intense love for 
one another,” as Peter urged us. Then, in 
practical terms, he added: “Be hospitable 
to one another without grumbling.” (1 Pe­
ter 4:7-9) Are we willing to take the initia­
tive to be hospitable to our brothers, to put 
ourselves out to be kind and helpful? Or 
do we grumble when such an opportunity 
arises? If we do, we nullify the joy we could 
have and also lose out on the reward of 
happiness for doing good.—Proverbs 3:27; 
Acts 20:35.

2° Working closely with our fellow Chris­
tians, being kind and hospitable to one 
another, will bring boundless blessings. 
(Matthew 10:40-42) To such ones Jehovah 
promised that he would “spread his tent 
over them. They [would] hunger no more 
nor thirst anymore.” To be in Jehovah’s 
tent is to enjoy his protection and hos­
pitality. (Revelation 7:15, 16; Isaiah 25:6) 
Yes, just ahead is the prospect of enjoy­
ing Jehovah’s hospitality forever.—Psalm 
27:4; 61:3, 4.

19. Why do we need to “be hospitable to one an­
other without grumbling”?
20. What blessings await us if we practice being 
hospitable in today’s divided world?
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A n eloquent proclaimer o f Christian truthS

W HETHER they have been mem­
bers of the Christian congrega­
tion for many years or for just a 

few, all Kingdom proclaimers should be in­
terested in making progress as preachers 
o f the good news. That implies increasing 
our knowledge of God’s Word and our abil­
ity to teach it to others. For some, it may 
mean facing challenges, overcoming dif­
ficulties, or making themselves available 
for increased activity.

The Bible contains several examples of 
devoted men and women of ancient times 
who, in different ways, succeeded in mak­
ing great spiritual progress and reaped re­
wards for their efforts. One of them was 
Apollos. When the Scriptures introduce 
him to us, he is an individual with an im­
perfect understanding of Christian teach­
ings; just a few years later, however, he is 
acting as a traveling representative of the 
first-century congregation. What enabled 
him to make such progress? He possessed 
qualities that all of us would do well to 
imitate.

“Well Versed in the Scriptures”
In about the year 52 C.E., according 

to the Bible writer Luke, “a certain Jew 
named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, an 
eloquent man, arrived in Ephesus; and he 
was well versed in the Scriptures. This 
man had been orally instructed in the way 
of Jehovah and, as he was aglow with the

spirit, he went speaking and teaching with 
correctness the things about Jesus, but be­
ing acquainted with only the baptism of 
John. And this man started to speak bold­
ly in the synagogue.”—Acts 18:24-26.

Alexandria, Egypt, was the second- 
largest city in the world after Rome and 
was one of the most important cultural 
centers of the time both for Jews and for 
Greeks. Likely, Apollos acquired his sound 
knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures and a 
certain eloquence as a result of an educa­
tion in the large Jewish community of that 
city. Where Apollos had learned of Jesus is 
more difficult to surmise. “He was evident­
ly a traveller—perhaps an itinerant mer­
chant,” suggests scholar F. F. Bruce, “and 
he could have met Christian preachers in 
any one of a number of places which he vis­
ited.” In any case, even though he spoke 
and taught with correctness about Jesus, 
it seems that he had been witnessed to pri­
or to Pentecost of 33 C.E., since he was “ac­
quainted with only the baptism of John.”

As the forerunner of Jesus, John the 
Baptist had given a powerful witness to 
the whole Israelite nation, and many were 
baptized at his hands as a symbol of repen­
tance. (Mark 1:5; Luke 3:15,16) According 
to a number of historians, among the Jew­
ish population of the Roman Empire, many 
people’s knowledge of Jesus was limited 
to what had been preached on the banks 
of the Jordan. “Their Christianity was at

2 0  THE WATCHTOWER— OCTOBER 1, 1996



the same point at which it had stood at 
the commencement of our Lord’s minis­
try,” say W. J. Conybeare and J. S. How- 
son. “They were ignorant of the full mean­
ing of the death of Christ; possibly they 
did not even know the fact o f His resur­
rection.” It seems that Apollos was also 
ignorant of the outpouring of holy spirit 
at Pentecost 33 C.E. Nevertheless, he had 
acquired some correct information about 
Jesus, and he did not keep it to himself. 
In fact, he boldly sought opportunities to 
speak of what he knew. However, his zeal 
and enthusiasm were not yet according to 
accurate knowledge.

Zealous but Humble
Luke’s account continues: “When Pris­

cilla and Aquila heard him, they took him 
into their company and expounded the way 
of God more correctly to him.” (Acts 18:26) 
Aquila and Priscilla must have recognized 
that Apollos’ faith had much in common 
with their own, but wisely they did not 
attempt to correct his incomplete under­
standing in public. We can perhaps imag­
ine that they had a number of personal 
conversations with Apollos, with the aim 
of helping him. How did Apollos, a man 
“powerful . . .  in the Scriptures,” react? 
(Acts 18:24, Kingdom Interlinear) In all 
probability, Apollos had been preaching 
his incomplete message in public for some 
time before meeting Aquila and Priscilla. 
A proud person could quite easily have re­
fused to accept any correction, but Apollos 
was humble and grateful to be able to com­
plete his knowledge.

The same unpretentious attitude of 
Apollos is evident also in his willingness 
to accept a letter of recommendation from 
the Ephesian brothers to the congregation

in Corinth. The account continues: “Fur­
ther, because he was desiring to go across 
into Achaia, the brothers wrote the disci­
ples, exhorting them to receive him kind­
ly.” (Acts 18:27; 19:1) Apollos did not de­
mand to be accepted on his own merits but 
modestly followed the arrangement of the 
Christian congregation.

In Corinth
The initial results of Apollos’ ministry 

in Corinth were excellent. The book of Acts 
reports: “When he got there, he greatly 
helped those who had believed on account 
of God’s undeserved kindness; for with in­
tensity he thoroughly proved the Jews to 
be wrong publicly, while he demonstrat­
ed by the Scriptures that Jesus was the 
Christ.”—Acts 18:27, 28.

Apollos put himself at the service of 
the congregation, encouraging the broth­
ers by his preparation and zeal. What was 
the key to his success? Apollos certainly 
had natural ability and was courageous in 
sustaining a public debate with the Jews. 
But more important, he reasoned using the 
Scriptures.

Though Apollos had a powerful influ­
ence among the Corinthians, unfortunate­
ly his preaching produced unexpected 
negative effects. How so? Both Paul and 
Apollos had done much good in planting 
and watering the seed of Kingdom truth in 
Corinth. Paul had preached there in about 
50 C.E., some two years before the arrival 
of Apollos. By the time Paul wrote his first 
letter to the Corinthians, in about 55 C.E., 
factions had developed. Some were viewing 
Apollos as their leader, while others fa­
vored Paul or Peter or held only to Christ. 
(1 Corinthians 1:10-12) Some were saying: 
‘I belong to Apollos.’ Why?
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The message preached by Paul and Apol- 
los was the same, but they had different 
personalities. By his own admission, Paul 
was “unskilled in speech” ; Apollos, on the 
other hand, was “eloquent.” (2 Corinthians 
10:10; 11:6) He had abilities that enabled 
him to get a hearing among some of the 
Jewish community in Corinth. He succeed­
ed in ‘thoroughly proving the Jews to be 
wrong,’ whereas Paul, not long before, had 
left the synagogue.—Acts 18:1, 4-6.

Could this have been the reason for a 
leaning toward Apollos on the part of 
some? A number of commentators theo­
rize that the innate passion for philosoph­
ical discussion among Greeks may have led 
some to favor the more stimulating ap­
proach of Apollos. Giuseppe Ricciotti sug­
gests that “ [Apollos’] colorful language 
and his high-flown allegories had won him 
the admiration of many who preferred him 
to Paul, an unpretentious and unrefined 
orator.” If, indeed, certain ones wrongly al­
lowed such personal preferences to create 
divisions among the brothers, it is easy to 
understand why Paul scathingly criticized 
the exaltation of “the wisdom of the wise 
men.”— 1 Corinthians 1:17-25.

Such criticism implies no friction be­
tween Paul and Apollos, however. Though 
some have fancifully imagined that these 
two preachers were bitter opponents fight­
ing to win the affections of the Corinthi­
ans, the Scriptures say no such thing. Far 
from trying to set himself up as the leader 
o f a faction, Apollos had left Corinth, had 
returned to Ephesus, and was with Paul 
when he wrote the first letter to the divid­
ed congregation.

There was no disunity or rivalry be­
tween them; rather, the two were evident­
ly cooperating to resolve the problems in

Corinth with mutual confidence. Perhaps 
Paul had his misgivings about some in Cor­
inth but certainly not about Apollos. The 
work of the two men was in complete har­
mony; their teachings were complemen­
tary. To quote Paul’s own words: “I planted, 
Apollos watered,” for both were “God’s fel­
low workers.”— 1 Corinthians 3:6, 9, 21-23.

Like Paul, the Corinthians held Apollos 
in great esteem, desiring to receive anoth­
er visit from him. But when Paul invited 
Apollos to return to Corinth, the Alexan­
drian declined. Paul says: “Now concerning 
Apollos our brother, I entreated him very 
much to come to you . . . ,  yet it was not his 
will at all to come now; but he will come 
when he has the opportunity.” (1 Corinthi­
ans 16:12) Apollos may have been reluc­
tant to return because of fears of stirring 
up further division, or simply because he 
was busy elsewhere.

The last time Apollos is mentioned in the 
Scriptures, he was journeying to Crete and 
perhaps beyond. Again Paul shows particu­
lar regard for his friend and fellow work­
er, asking Titus to provide Apollos and his 
traveling companion, Zenas, with every­
thing they might need for their trip. (Titus 
3:13) By this time, after some ten years of 
Christian training, Apollos had made suf­
ficient progress to be acting as a traveling 
representative of the congregation.

Godly Qualities That 
Facilitate Spiritual Growth

The Alexandrian preacher set a fine ex­
ample for all modern-day publishers o f 
the good news and, indeed, all who de­
sire to make spiritual progress. We may 
not be as eloquent as he was, but we can 
certainly strive to emulate his knowledge 
and ability in the use of the Scriptures,
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thus helping sincere seekers of 
truth. By his example of zealous 
activity, Apollos “greatly helped 
those who had believed.” (Acts 
18:27) Apollos was humble, self- 
sacrificing, and willing to serve 
others. He well understood that 

there is no room for rivalry 
or ambition in the Chris- 

\ tian congregation, for
” we are all “God’s fel­

low workers.”— 1 Corinthians 3: 
4-9; Luke 17:10.

We, like Apollos, can make 
spiritual progress. Are we will­
ing to improve or expand our sa­
cred service, putting ourselves in 
a position to be used more ful­
ly by Jehovah and his organiza­
tion? In that case we will be zeal­
ous students and proclaimers of 
Christian truth.
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Se r v in g  
J eh o v a h  a s

a  UNITED 
FAMILY

A s  t o l d  b y  A n t o n i o  Sa n t o l e r i

M y  father was 17 when he left Italy in 1919.
He moved to Brazil in search of a better life. In time, he 

came to have a barbershop in a small town in the 
interior o f the state o f Sao Paulo.

ONE DAY in 1938, when I was seven, 
Father obtained the Brasileira 
version of the Bible from a man 

who passed by his shop. Two years later 
Mother became seriously ill and remained 
an invalid until her death. Father also be­
came sick, so all of us—Mother, Father, my 
sister Ana, and I—went to live with rela­
tives in the city of Sao Paulo.

During my schooling in Sao Paulo, I be­
came an avid reader, especially of histori­
cal writings. I was impressed that the Bi­
ble was occasionally mentioned in them. A 
book of fiction, which I had borrowed from 
the Sao Paulo public library, mentioned the 
Sermon on the Mount several times. That 
is when I decided to obtain a Bible to read 
that sermon for myself. I searched for the 
Bible that Father had acquired years be-
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fore and finally found it in the bottom of a 
trunk, where it had lain for seven years.

Our family was Catholic, so I had never 
been encouraged to read the Bible. Now, 
on my own, I learned to look up the chap­
ters and verses. I read with great pleasure 
not just the Sermon on the Mount but the 
whole book of Matthew as well as other Bi­
ble books. What impressed me the most 
was the tone of truth with which Jesus’ 
teachings and miracles were presented.

Realizing how different the Catholic re­
ligion was from what I read in the Bible, I 
began to attend the Presbyterian Church, 
and Ana joined me. Yet, I still felt a vacu­
um in my heart. For years I had been av­
idly searching for God. (Acts 17:27) One 
starry night, when I was in a pensive mood, 
I wondered, ‘Why am I here? What is the



purpose of life?’ I sought an isolated spot 
in the backyard, knelt down, and prayed, 
‘Lord God! Who are you? How can I get to 
know you?’ An answer came shortly there­
after.

Learning Bible Truth
One day in 1949, a young woman ap­

proached Father as he got off a street­
car. She offered him the Watchtower and 
Awake! magazines. He subscribed to the 
Watchtower and asked her to visit our 
home, explaining that he had two children 
who attended the Presbyterian Church. 
During the woman’s visit, she left the 
book Children with Ana and began a Bible 
study with her. Lat­
er I joined the study.

In November 1950 
we atten ded  our 
first convention o f 
Jehovah’s W itness­
es. There the book 
“Let God Be True” 
was released, and 
we continued our Bi­
ble study using that 
book as our guide.
Soon afterward we 
discerned that we 
had found the truth, 
and in April 1951 we were baptized in sym­
bol of our dedication to Jehovah. Father 
made his dedication some years later and 
died faithful to God in 1982.

Happy in Full-Time Service
In January 1954, when I was still only 22, 

I was accepted for service at the branch 
office o f Jehovah’s Witnesses, which is 
called Bethel. On arriving there, I was sur­
prised to find that a man only two years old­
er than me, Richard Mucha, was the branch

overseer. In 1955, when a need arose for 
circuit servants, as traveling overseers 
were then called, I was among five men who 
were invited to share in this service.

My assignment was the state of Rio 
Grande do Sul. There were only 8 congrega­
tions of Jehovah’s Witnesses when I began, 
but within 18 months 2 new congregations 
and 20 isolated groups were established. 
In this area today, there are 15 circuits 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, each with about

20 congregations! 
At the end of 1956, 
I was advised that 
my c ir cu it  had 
been divided into 
four smaller ones 
that would be 
served by four cir­
cuit servants. At 
that time I was di­
rected to return to 
Bethel for a new 
assignment.

To my surprise 
and delight, I was assigned to northern 
Brazil as a district servant, a traveling 
minister who serves a number of circuits. 
Brazil then had 12,000 ministers of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses, and the country had two 
districts. Richard Wuttke served in the 
south, and I had the district in the north. 
At Bethel we were trained to operate a pro­
jector for showing the films produced by 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, The New World So­
ciety in Action and The Happiness of the 
New World Society.

In those days travel was quite differ­
ent. None of the Witnesses had an automo­
bile, so I traveled by canoe, rowboat, ox­
cart, horseback, wagon, truck, and once by 
airplane. It was thrilling to fly over the
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Antonio Santo leri w ith  his immediate family

Amazon forest to land in Santarem, a city 
halfway between Belem at the mouth of the 
Amazon and Manaus, the capital of Ama­
zonas State. District servants then had few 
circuit assemblies to serve, hence I spent 
much of my time showing the Society’s 
films. In larger cities, hundreds attended.

What most impressed me in northern 
Brazil was the Amazon region. While I was 
serving there in April 1957, the Amazon 
River and its tributaries overflowed their 
banks. I had the privilege of showing one of 
the films in the forest, extending an impro­
vised screen between two trees. The power 
for the projector came from a motorboat 
anchored in the nearby river. It was the

first film that most of the audience had ever 
seen.

Soon afterward I returned to Bethel ser­
vice, and the following year, in 1958, I 
had the privilege of attending the histor­
ic “Divine W ill” International Assembly 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, in New York City. 
Delegates from 123 lands were among the 
253,922 who filled Yankee Stadium and the 
nearby Polo Grounds on the concluding day 
of that eight-day convention.

Enjoying Changes in My Life
Shortly after returning to Bethel, I be­

came acquainted with Clara Berndt, and in 
March 1959 we were married. We were as-
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signed to the circuit work in the state of 
Bahia, where we served for about a year. 
Clara and I still recall with joy the humili­
ty, hospitality, zeal, and love of the brothers 
there; they were poor materially but rich 
in Kingdom fruitage. Then we were trans­
ferred to Sao Paulo State. It was there, in 
1960, that my wife became pregnant, and 
we had to leave the full-time ministry.

We decided to move to a place in the 
state of Santa Catarina, where my wife was 
born. Our son, Gerson, was the first of our 
five children. He was followed by Gilson in 
1962, Talita in 1965, Tarcio in 1969, and 
Janice in 1974. Thanks to Jehovah and the 
fine counsel he provides, we were able to 
face the challenge of raising them in “the 
discipline and mental-regulating of Jeho­
vah.”—Ephesians 6:4.

We consider each of our children pre­
cious. The psalmist so well expressed our 
feelings: “Look! Sons are an inheritance 
from Jehovah.” (Psalm 127:3) Despite prob­
lems, we have cared for our children as 
we would any “inheritance from Jehovah,” 
keeping in mind the instructions found in 
his Word. The rewards have been many. 
It gave us unspeakable joy when all five 
in turn, separately, and of their own voli­
tion expressed their desire to be baptized 
in symbol of their dedication to Jehovah. 
—Ecclesiastes 12:1.

Our Children’s Choices
We were overjoyed when Gerson, soon af­

ter completing a course in data process­
ing, said he wanted to serve at Bethel, thus 
choosing the full-time ministry instead of 
a professional career. Yet Bethel life at 
first was not easy for Gerson. After visit­
ing him when he had been in Bethel only 
four months, I was struck by the sadness 
reflected in his face as we left. In our car’s

rearview mirror, I saw him watching us un­
til we passed the first curve in the road. My 
eyes were so full of tears that I had to stop 
on the side of the road before proceeding 
on our 430-mile trip home.

Gerson really came to enjoy Bethel. Af­
ter being there nearly six years, he mar­
ried Heidi Besser, and they served togeth­
er in Bethel for another two years. Heidi 
then became pregnant, and they had to 
leave. Their daughter, Cintia, now six years 
old, accompanies them in their Kingdom 
activities.

Not long after we first visited Gerson at 
Bethel, Gilson, who had recently completed 
his first year in business administration, 
said that he too wanted to serve there. His 
plans were to resume his business course 
after serving a year at Bethel. But his plans 
changed, and he remained in Bethel ser­
vice. In 1988 he married Vivian Gonsalves, 
a pioneer, as full-time ministers are called. 
Ever since, they have been serving togeth­
er at Bethel.

Our joys continued when our third child, 
Talita, chose to enter the pioneer service 
in 1986 after taking a course in drafting. 
Three years later she too was invited to 
Bethel. In 1991 she married Jose Cozzi, who 
had been serving at Bethel for ten years. 
They continue there as a married couple.

My wife and I were again delighted when 
Tarcio, the next in line, repeated the same 
phrase that we had heard three times al­
ready, “Father, I want to go to Bethel.” His 
application was accepted, and in 1991 he too 
began Bethel service, where he stayed un­
til 1995. We are happy that he used his 
youthful vigor to promote Jehovah’s King­
dom interests in this way for over three 
years.

Our youngest, Janice, made her decision 
to serve Jehovah and was baptized at age
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13. During her schooling, she served for a 
year as an auxiliary pioneer. Then, on Sep­
tember 1,1993, she began as a regular pio­
neer in our congregation here in the city of 
Gaspar.

The Way of Success
What is the secret to keeping a family 

united in the worship of Jehovah? I do not 
believe there is some magical formula. Je­
hovah has provided counsel in his Word 
for Christian parents to follow, so all cred­
it should go to him for the fine results that 
we have enjoyed. We have simply tried to 
follow his directions. (Proverbs 22:6) All 
our children inherited a Latin sentimental­
ity from me and a practical Germanic spirit 
from their mother. But the most important 
thing they received from us was a spiritu­
al inheritance.

Our homelife revolved around Kingdom 
interests. Keeping these interests foremost 
was not easy. For instance, we had difficul­
ty always maintaining a regular family Bi­
ble study, yet we never gave up. From their 
first days of life, each child was brought to 
Christian meetings as well as to assemblies 
and conventions. Only illness or some oth­
er emergency kept us from attending. In 
addition, at a young age, the children ac­
companied us in the Christian ministry.

In Our Next Issue
Is There Life A fte r Death?

Husband and Elder 
— Balancing the Responsibilities

The "House of David"
— Fact or Fiction?

When they were about ten, the children 
began to give talks in the Theocratic Min­
istry School. We helped them prepare their 
first talks, encouraging them to use an out­
line rather than a manuscript. Later on, 
each one prepared his own talk. Also, when 
they were between the ages of 10 and 12, 
they each began to share regularly in the 
ministry. This was the only way of life they 
knew.

My wife, Clara, played a vital role in 
the rearing of our children. Every night, 
when they were very young—the time a 
child absorbs like a sponge all that he is 
taught—Clara read a Bible story to them 
and prayed with each one. She used to good 
advantage the books F Paradise Lost 
to Paradise Regained, Listening to the 
Great Teacher, and My Book of Bible Sto­
ries.* When they became available, we also 
used the audio and visual aids provided by 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Our experience as Christian parents con­
firms that children need daily attention. 
Intense love, personalized interest, and 
abundant time are among the basic needs 
of young ones. We not only viewed it as 
our parental responsibility to satisfy these 
needs to the best of our ability but reaped 
great pleasure from doing so.

Truly, it is gratifying for parents to re­
alize the fulfillment of the words at Psalm 
127:3-5: “Look! Sons are an inheritance 
from Jehovah; the fruitage of the belly is 
a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a 
mighty man, so are the sons of youth. Hap­
py is the able-bodied man that has filled 
his quiver with them.” Serving Jehovah as 
a united family has indeed caused us to 
rejoice!

* All published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society of New York, Inc.
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‘Providing for One’s Household’
Meeting the Challenge in Developing Lands

✓ ' ’ "'CERTAINLY if  anyone 
I  does not provide for 

those who are his own, 
and especially for those who are 
members of his household, he has 
disowned the faith and is worse 
than a person without faith.” So said the 
apostle Paul. (1 Timothy 5:8) While raising a 
family has become increasingly difficult in 
affluent countries, doing so in a developing 
land often presents an even more formida­
ble challenge.

In Africa, for example, economic hardship 
is often the rule, not the exception. Jobs are 
scarce, and when they are available, hus­
band and wife may both need to work in 
order to provide mere sustenance. Family 
heads may have to travel long distances to 
find work, leaving their mates and children 
alone for months—or years. Adequate hous­
ing may also be hard to come by. Many Afri­
can families are large; living quarters thus 
tend to be cramped, lacking basic amenities. 
Unhealthy conditions often prevail.

In addition, local customs, long-standing 
traditions, and popular viewpoints may run 
counter to the spirit of God’s Word, the 
Bible. Consider some prevailing attitudes 
about marriage and children. Some family 
heads believe that they are responsible only 
for paying the rent and the obligatory school 
fees. Their wives—and sometimes even old­
er children—are left with the job of provid­
ing such basics as food and clothing.

Furthermore, some husbands have the

view that “my money is my mon­
ey, but your money is my money 
too.” This often stirs resentment 
among income-producing wives. 
Complained one Tanzanian wom­
an: “The money is spent on drink­

ing, not on us or on the children. We share 
the work, or do more of it, but he takes 
all the money telling us it is his—that he 
earned it.”

Christians, however, place God’s Word 
ahead of local culture or popular opinion. 
The Bible gives helpful direction on the mat­
ter of caring for one’s family. For example, it 
says that “children ought not to lay up for 
their parents, but the parents for their chil­
dren.” (2 Corinthians 12:14) Therefore, God­
fearing men who are able to work do not out 
of laziness leave it to their wives or older 
children to provide food and clothing for 
the family; that responsibility falls square­
ly upon the shoulders of the family head. 
—1 Corinthians 11:3.

True, a husband’s income may not be ad­
equate to care for all his family’s needs. 
But if his wife earns money outside the 
home, a Christian man will not be resent­
ful. Rather, he will treat her as a respected 
“partner.” (Malachi 2:14) Thus, he will not 
callously take her hard-earned money and 
squander it with little regard for her feel­
ings. On the contrary, he and his wife will 
‘consult together’ and determine how their 
funds can best be used for the benefit of 
the entire family. (Proverbs 13:10) Where
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possible, a husband even allows his wife a 
measure of economic freedom, as was en­
joyed by the “capable wife” in Bible times. 
(Proverbs 31:10, 11, 16) Following the Bi­
ble’s counsel in such matters promotes fam­
ily happiness and contentment.

Facing the
Challenges of Unemployment

Consider the problem of unemployment. 
When jobs are few and pay is low, many Af­
rican family heads have sought work far 
away from home—in mines, in factories, on 
farms, and on plantations. If a Christian 
man were in this situation, he might well 
find himself isolated from fellow worshipers 
and exposed to very bad association. (Prov­
erbs 18:1; 1 Corinthians 15:33) While his 
family might endeavor to make the most of 
the situation, they likely would suffer be­
cause of not having a father at home to take 
the lead spiritually or to render emotional 
support. Ironically, the long absence may 
also result in the very thing it was supposed 
to prevent—financial hardship.

One mother says: “My husband went to 
dig for gold. He planned to be back af­
ter a month or at the most after two. It 
turned out to be a year! I was left with six 
children to take care of. Then there was 
the rent to pay. Since my health was not 
good, I had to pay hospital bills. We needed 
clothes, and we had to eat every day. I had 
no job. It was hard. The most difficult part 
was taking care of the children spiritually 
—family study, meetings, and the preach­
ing work. With Jehovah’s support, somehow 
we pulled through.”

Even some mothers have felt obliged to 
leave their families behind for months on 
end in order to work. Some make their liv­
ing as traveling merchants and are rare­
ly seen at home. Older children are thus 
forced to take on a parental role and care for

meals, household chores, and even discipline 
of younger siblings. Participation in spiritu­
al activities suffers. Yes, the strain on the 
family can be enormous!

Of course, when economic conditions are 
severe, a parent may have no other way to 
provide for his family than to seek distant 
employment. In Bible times the sons of Ja­
cob evidently had to leave their families be­
hind in order to obtain provisions in Egypt. 
(Genesis 42:1-5) So when similar situations 
arise today, family heads must weigh what­
ever material benefits a distant job might 
bring against the spiritual and emotional 
damage of a long separation. Many families 
prefer to endure economic hardship rath­
er than to separate for a lengthy period 
of time. They bear in mind Paul’s words 
found at 1 Timothy 6:8: “Having sustenance 
and covering, we shall be content with these 
things.”—Compare Proverbs 15:17.

Oftentimes there are alternatives to trav­
eling. By demonstrating initiative and inge­
nuity, some have been able to create em­
ployment by providing useful services.* 
(Compare Proverbs 31:24.) Or it may be a 
matter of accepting humble jobs that are 
viewed by others as menial. (Ephesians 4: 
28) The apostle Paul himself ‘labored and 
toiled night and day’ so as to avoid being 
a financial burden to others. (2 Thessalo- 
nians 3:8) Christian men today can follow 
that example.

The Problems of Schooling
Another problem involves schooling. In 

some remote areas, it is common for parents 
to send their children away to live with rela­
tives for extended periods of time to give 
the children adequate schooling. Separated 
from their parents, such children often have

* See the article “Creating Jobs in Developing 
Countries” in the October 22, 1994, issue of our com­
panion journal, Awake!
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difficulty attending meetings or participat­
ing in the field ministry. Deprived of needed 
discipline, they easily fall prey to bad asso­
ciations. As a result, a number have left the 
Christian way of life.

There is no question that secular educa­
tion has its advantages. But the Bible places 
a higher value upon a spiritual education, 
and God has given parents the responsibili­
ty to provide such instruction. (Deuterono­
my 11:18, 19; Proverbs 3:13, 14) Sending a 
child away for long periods of time, however, 
will likely undermine a parent’s efforts to 
raise him “in the discipline and mental­
regulating of Jehovah.”—Ephesians 6:4.*

When local opportunities for education 
seem inadequate, parents may have no 
choice but to do what they themselves can 
to teach their children basic skills. Help is 
also provided by our “Grand Instructor,” 
Jehovah. (Isaiah 30:20) Local congre­
gations of Jehovah’s Witnesses offer 
a number of educational provisions.
Many congregations conduct lit­
eracy classes. The Theocratic 
Ministry School is likewise a 
helpful provision that can sharp­
en a child’s ability to read and 
speak clearly.

A Balanced
View of Childbearing
Providing for children can 

be particularly difficult 
when there are many. Af­
rican parents will often 
say that they love children; 
hence, they have as many 
as they can! While children 
may be viewed as an eco­
nomic resource, many par-

* For further details, see “Ques­
tions From Readers” in The Watch- 
tower of August 15,1982.

ents are unable to provide adequately for a 
large number of them.

Of course, the Bible says that “sons are 
an inheritance from  Jehovah.” (Psalm 
127:3) Note, however, that those words were 
penned during a period of favorable condi­
tions in Israel. Later on, severe famine and 
war made childbearing trialsome. (Lamen­
tations 2:11,20; 4:10) In view of the difficult 
situation that prevails in many developing 
lands, responsible Christians should give se­
rious thought to how many children they can 
realistically feed, clothe, house, and train. 
Having calculated the expense, many cou­
ples decide it would be best to go against tra­
dition and limit the number of children they 
have.*—Compare Luke 14:28.

Clearly, these are “critical times hard to 
deal with.” (2 Timothy 3:1-5) As this sys­

tem of things plummets toward its 
inevitable end, no doubt pres­
sures upon families in develop­
ing lands will increase. Yet, by 

adhering closely to the prin­
ciples of God’s Word, fam­

ily heads can succeed in 
caring for both the physi­
cal and the spiritual needs 

n  of their families, for Je­
hovah makes this promise 
to those who loyally serve 
him: “I will by no means 
leave you nor by any means 
forsake y ou .” (H ebrews 

13:5) Yes, even in impov­
erished lands, Christians 

can successfully meet the 
challenge of providing for 

their households!

* Helpful information was 
provided in the series “Family 
Planning—A Global Issue,” 
which appeared in Awake! 
of February 22,1993.
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it Touches 
the Heart

COUNTLESS magazines are published around the globe to satisfy the reader's hunger for 
information or entertainment.

What makes the magazine in your hand so exceptional? The following letter, which was 
received by the branch office of the Watch Tower Society in Germany, may provide an answer: 

"Thank you very much, dear brothers, for your efforts and work. When my two sons and I re­
turned from the^meeting, although it was 9:30 p.m., I simply had to listen to the latest Watchtower 
[on audiocassette]. As I washed the dishes, I began listening to the first study article (April 1, 
1995). I felt that I had to listen to it once more, so I interrupted my work in the kitchen and read 
the article ["You Are Precious in God's Eyes!"] in The Watchtower along with the tape. It touched 
my heart, especially the fourth and fifth paragraphs. And then the tears began to flow— but not 
for long. I am grateful to Jehovah that I am alive and belong to his people and that I, along with 
so many others, can make his name known. There is indeed no reason to feel worthless. Jeho­
vah's spirit is with his people. May all of us endure and stand solid in the faith, as one man. W ith 
Christian affection, your sister in the faith."

The Watchtower gives more than information. It touches the hearts of its readers and satisfies 
their desire for spiritual nourishment and timely encouragement. Yes, The Watchtower provides 
"food at the proper time."— Matthew 24:45.
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