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a friend told you that he

purchased for you—as a gift—a

and-new house amid beautiful,

quiet surroundings. ‘What does it look

?" you would wonder. No doubt you

be eager to see this house for your-

self, to walk through and inspect each
room. After all, this is your new home!

In 1473 B.C.E., Jehovah bequeathed to
the nation of ancient Israel a new home
—the Promised Land, a strip of territory
measuring about 300 miles from north to
south and 35 miles wide, on an average.*
Situated in what has been called the Fer-

*The use of “Promised Land” in these articles
views matters from the perspective of ancient times,
as presented in the Bible, and without involvement in
modern political/religious claims in the region.

tile Crescent, the Promised Land was a de-
lightful place to live, blessed with its own
unique characteristics.

But why should you today be interest-
ed in a “home” that was given to someone
else, especially someone living long ago?
Because a knowledge of this historic land
can enhance your appreciation of Bible ac-
counts. “In the land of the Bible,” wrote the
late Professor Yohanan Aharoni, “geogra-
phy and history are so deeply interwoven
that neither can be really understood with-
out the help of the other.” Furthermore, at
its height the Promised Land provided a
small-scale example of what Paradise un-
der God’s Kingdom will soon mean for man-
kind earth wide!—Isaiah 11:9.

During his earthly ministry, Jesus Christ
drew upon common sights in the Promised
Land to teach practical lessons. (Matthew
13:24-32; 25:31-46; Luke 13:6-9) We too can
learn much in a practical way from a con-
sideration of certain features of ancient Pal-
estine. Let us walk through some of its
rooms, so to speak, inspecting some distinct
characteristics of this land that served as
home to God’'s people for many centuries.



Practical Lessons
Fomntre

Promised

unique. In this relatively small area, we find a great

variety of geographic features. In the north, there
are snowcapped mountains; in the south, hot regions. There
are productive lowlands, desolate wilderness areas, and hill
country for orchards and for grazing flocks.

The diversity in altitude, climate, and soil allows for awide
variety of trees, shrubs, and other plants—including some
that thrive in the cold alpine regions, others that grow in
the torrid desert, and still others that flourish on the allu-
vial plain or the rocky plateau. One botanist estimates that
some 2,600 plant varieties can be found in the area! The
first Israelites who explored the land saw ready evidence
of its potential. They brought back from one torrent val-
ley a cluster of grapes so large that it had to be carried
on a bar between two men! The valley was appropri-
ately named Eshcol, meaning “Cluster [of Grapes].”*
—Numbers 13:21-24.

But let us now take acloser look at some of the geo-
graphic features of this unique strip of land, par-
ticularly of the southern section.

THE Promised Land of Bible record was certainly

*One grape cluster from this region was recorded as
weighing 26 pounds, and another, more than 44 pounds.
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The Shephelah was a barrier between
God's people and their enemies



The Shephelah

The western shore of the Promised Land
is its coast with the Mediterranean Sea.
About 25 miles inland is the Shephelah. The
word “Shephelah” means “Lowland,” but in
reality this is a hilly area and can only be
called low when compared with the moun-
tains of Judah to the east.

Look at the accompanying cross-section
map and note the relationship of the She-
phelah to its surrounding territories. To the
east are the mountains of Judah; to the west,
the coastal plain of Philistia. Thus, the She-
phelah served as a buffer zone, a barrier that
in Bible times separated God’s people from
their ancient enemies. Any army invading
from the west would have to get through the
Shephelah before it could move against Je-
rusalem, the capital city of Israel.

Such an incident occurred during the
ninth century B.C.E. King Hazael of Syria,
the Bible reports, “proceeded to go up and
fight against Gath [likely at the border of
the Shephelah] and capture it, after which
Hazael set his face to go up against Jerusa-
lem.” King Jehoash managed to stop Hazael,
buying him off with an assortment of valu-
ables from the temple and palace. Neverthe-
less, this account illustrates that the She-
phelah was of crucial importance to the
security of Jerusalem.—2 Kings 12:17,18.

We might draw a practical les-
son from this. Hazael wanted to
conquer Jerusalem, but first he

Hezekiah's tunnel: 1 feet
long, cut through solid rock

Tyropoeon Valley
Siloam

Kidron Valley ~Gihon

had to get through the Shephelah. Similar-
ly, Satan the Devil is “seeking to devour”
God'’s servants, but often he must first pen-
etrate a strong buffer zone—their adherence
to Bible principles, such as those regard-
ing bad associations and materialism. (1 Pe-
ter 5:8; 1 Corinthians 15:33; 1 Timothy 6:10)
Compromise of Bible principles is often the
first step toward committing serious sins.
So keep that buffer zone secure. Follow Bi-
ble principles today, and you will not break
God’s laws tomorrow.

The Hill Country of Judah

Further inland from the Shephelah lies
the hill country of Judah. This is a moun-
tainous area that produced good grain, olive
oil, and wine. Because of its high elevation,
Judah was also an excellent refuge. Thus,
King Jotham built “fortified places and tow-
ers” there. In times of trouble, people could

flee to these for safety.—2 Chronicles 27:4.
Jerusalem, also called Zion, was a promi-
nent part of the hill country of Judah. Jeru-
salem seemed secure since it was surround-
ed on three sides by steep valleys, and the
north side, according to first-century his-
torian Josephus, was protected by a triple
wall. But a refuge needs more than walls and
weapons to maintain its security. It must
also have water. This is essential during
a siege, for without water, en-
trapped citizens would quickly

be forced to surrender.

Jerusalem drew a supply of
water from the Pool of Silo-
am. However, during the eighth
century B.C.E., in anticipa-
tion of a siege by the Assyrians,
King Hezekiah built an outer
wall to protect the Pool of Silo-
am, enclosing it within the city.
He also stopped up the springs
outside the city, so that the
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besieging Assyrians would be hard-pressed
to find water for themselves. (2 Chronicles
32:2-5; Isaiah 22:11) That is not all. Hezeki-
ah found a way to divert an extra supply of
water right into Jerusalem!

In what has been called one of the great
engineering feats of antiquity, Hezekiah dug
a tunnel from the spring of Gihon all the
way to the Pool of Siloam.* Averaging 6 feet
in height, this tunnel was 1,749 feet long.
Just imagine it—a tunnel almost a third of
a mile long, cut through rock! Today, some
2,700 years later, visitors to Jerusalem can
wade through this masterpiece of engineer-
ing, commonly known as Hezekiah'’s tunnel.
—2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:30.

Hezekiah's efforts to protect and increase
Jerusalem’s water supply can teach us a
practical lesson. Jehovah is “the source of
living water.” (Jeremiah 2:13) His thoughts,
contained in the Bible, are life-sustaining.

* The spring of Gihon was located just outside the
eastern boundary of Jerusalem. It was hidden in a
cave; hence, the Assyrians likely did not know of its
existence.

That is why personal Bible study is essen-
tial. But opportunity for study, and the re-
sulting knowledge, will not simply flow to
you. You may have to ‘dig tunnels,” such as
through your hard-packed daily routine, to
make room for it. (Proverbs 2:1-5; Ephesians
5:15,16) Once you have begun, stick to your
schedule, giving high priority to your per-
sonal study. Be careful not to let anyone or
anything rob you of this precious water sup-
ply.—Philippians 1:9,10.

The Wilderness Areas

To the east of the mountains of Judah
is the Wilderness of Judah, also called Je-
shimon, meaning “Desert.” (1 Samuel 23:19,
footnote) At the Salt Sea, this barren re-
gion features rocky gorges and jagged cliffs.
Dropping some 3,900 feet in just 15 miles,
the Wilderness of Judah is shielded against
the rain-bearing winds from the west, and
thus it receives only a limited amount of
rainfall. This is no doubt the wilderness into
which the goat for Azazel was sent on the
annual Atonement Day. It is also where Da-
vid fled from Saul. Here Jesus fasted for
40 days and was thereafter tempted by the
Devil.—Leviticus 16:21, 22; Psalm 63, su-
perscription; Matthew 4:1-11.

In thewWilderness of Judah, David
sought refuge from Saul. Later Jesus
was here tempted by the Devil
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Approximately 100 miles southwest of the
Wilderness of Judah is the Wilderness of
Paran. Many of Israel's campsites during
their 40-year trek from Egypt to the Prom-
ised Land were located here. (Numbers 33:
1-49) Moses wrote of “the great and fear-
inspiring wilderness, with poisonous ser-
pents and scorpions and with thirsty ground
that has no water.” (Deuteronomy 8:15) It
is a wonder that millions of Israelites could
survive! Yet, Jehovah sustained them.

May this serve as a reminder that Jehovah
can sustain us too, even in this spiritually
barren world. Yes, we too walk about among
serpents and scorpions, even if not literal
ones. We may have to have daily contact with
people who have no qualms about spewing
out poisonous speech that could easily infect
our thinking. (Ephesians 5:3, 4; 1 Timothy
6:20) Those who strive to serve God despite
these obstacles are to be commended. Their
faithfulness is strong evidence that Jehovah
is indeed sustaining them.

The Hills of Carmel

The name Carmel means “Orchard.” This
fertile region to the north, some 30 miles
in length, is bedecked with vineyards, olive
groves, and fruit trees. The headland of this
hilly range is unforgettable in its grace and
beauty. Isaiah 35:2 speaks of “the splendor
of Carmel” as a symbol of the fruitful glory
of the restored land of Israel.

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

Several notable events occurred in Car-
mel. It was here that Elijah challenged the
prophets of Baal and that “the fire of Jeho-
vah came falling” in proof of His suprem-
acy. Also, it was from the top of Carmel
that Elijah called attention to the small
cloud that became a great downpour, thus
miraculously ending the drought on Israel.
(1 Kings 18:17-46) Elijah’s successor, Elisha,
was at Mount Carmel when the woman of
Shunem came seeking his help for her dead
child, whom Elisha thereafter resurrected.
—2 Kings 4:8, 20, 25-37.

The slopes of Carmel still contain or-
chards, olive groves, and vines. During the
spring, these slopes are carpeted with a
magnificent display of flowers. “Your head
upon you is like Carmel,” said Solomon to
the Shulammite maiden, perhaps alluding
to the luxuriousness of her hair or to the way
in which her shapely head rose majestically
from her neck.—Song of Solomon 7:5.

The splendor that was characteristic of
the hills of Carmel reminds us of the spir-
itual beauty Jehovah has bestowed upon
his modern-day organization of worship-
ers. (Isaiah 35:1, 2) Jehovah’s Witnesses
truly live in a spiritual paradise, and they
agree with the sentiments of King David,
who wrote: “The measuring lines themselves
have fallen for me in pleasant places. Real-
ly, my own possession has proved agreeable
to me.”—Psalm 16:6.

True, there are difficult challenges that
God'’s spiritual nation today must face, even
as the ancient Israelites met with continu-
al opposition from God’s enemies. Yet, true
Christians never lose sight of the bless-

ings that Jehovah has provided—includ-
ing the ever-increasing light of Bible

/Mount Carmel, where Elijah
humiliated the prophets of Baal



truth, a worldwide brotherhood, and the
opportunity to gain everlasting life on a
paradise earth.—Proverbs 4:18; John 3:16;
13:35.

“Like the Garden of Jehovah”

The ancient Promised Land was invit-
ing to the eye. It has well been described
as “flowing with milk and

honey.” (Genesis 13:10;

Exodus 3:8) Moses called

it “a good land, a land of

torrent valleys of water,

springs and watery deeps

issuing forth in the val-

ley plain and in the moun-

tainous region, a land

of wheat and barley and

vines and figs and pome-

granates, a land of oil olives and honey, a
land in which you will not eat bread with
scarcity, in which you will lack nothing, a
land the stones of which are iron and out of
the mountains of which you will mine cop-
per.”—Deuteronomy 8:7-9.

If Jehovah could provide such arich, beau-
tiful homeland for his ancient people, sure-
ly he can give to his modern-day faithful
servants aglorious paradise extending earth
wide—with mountains, valleys, rivers, and
lakes. Yes, the ancient Promised Land with
all its diversity was just a foretaste of the
spiritual paradise that his Witnesses enjoy
today and of the future Paradise of the new
world. There the promise recorded at Psalm
37:29 will be fulfilled: “The righteous them-
selves will possess the earth, and they will
reside forever upon it.” When Jehovah gives

that Paradise home to obedient man-
kind, how happy they will be to in-
spect all its “rooms” and to have for-
ever to do so!

“Jehovah your God

bringing you into a good land,
a land of torrent valleys of
water, springs and watery
deeps issuing forth in the valley
plain and in the mountainous
region."— Deuteronomy 8:7



PRESENCE—WHICH?

“ What

willbe the sign ofyour presence and of the conclusion

0fthe system ofthings? —mattHEW 243,

ESUS’ skillful use of questions made his
listeners think, even consider things
from new perspectives. (Mark 12:35-37;
Luke 6:9; 9:20; 20:3, 4) We can be thank-
ful that he also answered questions. His
answers illuminate truths that we might
not otherwise have known or understood.
-Mark 7:17-23; 9:11-13; 10:10-12; 12:18-27.

salem’s temple would be destroyed, mark-
ing the end of the Jewish system. Mat-
thew’s account adds: “While he was sit-
ting upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples
approached him privately, saying: ‘Tell us,
When will these things be, and what will be
the sign of your presence [“coming,” King
James Version] and of the conclusion of the

most important questions Jesus ever an-
swered. With the end of his earthly life
near, Jesus had just warned that Jeru-

1. What role did questions have in Jesus’ minis-

try?
2. Towhat question should we give our attention
now?

3 Millions of Bible readers have wondered,

‘Why did the disciples ask that question,
and how should Jesus’ reply affect me?’ In
his reply Jesus spoke of the appearance

3, 4. What significant difference is there in how
Bibles render a key word at Matthew 24:3?
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The Mount of Olives, which overlooks Jerusalem

of leaves showing that summer “is near.”
(Matthew 24:32, 33) Hence, many church-
es teach that the apostles were asking for
a sign of Jesus’ “coming,” the sign prov-
ing that his return was imminent. They be-
lieve that the “coming” will be the point
when he takes Christians to heaven and
then brings the end of the world. Do you be-
lieve that this is correct?

4Instead of the rendering “coming,”
some Bible versions, including the
World Translation of the Holy Scrip-
tures, use the word “presence.” Could it
be that what the disciples asked about
and what Jesus said in reply differ from
what is taught in churches? What real-
ly was asked? And what answer did Jesus
give?

What Were They Asking?
5In view of what Jesus said about the

5, 6. What can we conclude about the apostles’
thinking when they asked the question that we
read at Matthew 24:3?

10 THE WATCHTOWER— AUGUST 15, 1996

temple, the disciples likely were think-
ing of the Jewish arrangement when they
asked for ‘a sign of his presence [or,
“coming”] and the conclusion of the sys-
tem of things [literally, “age”].'—Compare
“world” at 1 Corinthians 10:11 and Gala-
tians 1:4, KJ.

6At this point the apostles had but a lim-
ited grasp of Jesus’ teachings. They had
earlier imagined that “the kingdom of God
was going to display itself instantly.” (Luke
19:11; Matthew 16:21-23; Mark 10:35-40)
And even after the discussion on the Mount
of Olives, but prior to being anointed with
holy spirit, they asked if Jesus was restor-
ing the Kingdom to Israel then.—Acts 1:6.

7Yet, they did know that he would leave,
for he had recently said: “The light will
be among you a little while longer. Walk
while you have the light.” (John 12:35;
Luke 19:12-27) So they might well have
wondered, ‘If Jesus is going to leave, how
will we recognize his return? When he ap-

7. Why would the apostles ask Jesus about his
future role?



peared as the Messiah, most did not recog-
nize him. And over a year later, questions
persisted about whether he would fulfill all
that the Messiah was to do. (Matthew 11:
2, 3) So the apostles had reason to inquire
about the future. But, again, were they ask-
ing for a sign that he would soon come or
for something different?

8Imagine that you were a bird listening
to the conversation on the Mount of Olives.
(Compare Ecclesiastes 10:20.) Probably you
would have heard Jesus and the apostles
speaking in Hebrew. (Mark 14:70; John 5:2;
19:17, 20; Acts 21:40) Yet, they likely also
knew the Greek language.

What Matthew Wrote— In Greek

9Sources back to the second century C.E.
indicate that Matthew first wrote his Gos-
pel in Hebrew. Evidently he later wrote it
in Greek. Many manuscripts in Greek have
come down to our time and have served as
the basis for translating his Gospel into to-
day’s languages. What did Matthew write
in Greek about that conversation on the
Mount of Olives? What did he write about
the “coming” or “presence” that the disci-
ples asked about and that Jesus comment-
ed on?

DIn the first 23 chapters of Matthew,
over 80 times we find a common Greek
verb for “come,” which is It of-
ten conveys the thought of approaching or
drawing near, as at John 1:47: “Jesus saw
Nathanael coming toward him.” Depending
on usage, the verb er'kho-mai can mean
“arrive,” “go,” “get to,” “reach,” or “be on

8. The apostles were likely speaking what lan-
guage with Jesus?

9. On what are most modern translations of Mat-
thew based?

10. (& What Greek word for “come” did Mat-
thew use often, and what meanings can it have?
(b) What other Greek word is of interest?

one’'s way.” (Matthew 2:8, 11; 8:28; John 4:
25, 27, 45; 20:4, 8; Acts 8:40; 13:51) But at
Matthew 24:3, 27, 37, 39, Matthew used a
different word, a noun found nowhere else
in the Gospels: pa-rou-si‘a. Since God in-
spired the writing of the Bible, why did he
move Matthew to choose this Greek word in
these verses when penning his Gospel in
Greek? What does it mean, and why should
we want to know?

11 Pointedly, pa-rou-si'a means “pres-

ence.” Vine's Expository Dictionary of
New Testament Words says: “PAROUSIA,
. . litferally], a presence, para, with, and
ousia, being (from eimi, to be), denotes
both an arrival and a consequent presence
with. For instance, in a papyrus letter a
lady speaks of the necessity of her parou-
sia in a place in order to attend to matters
relating to her property.” Other lexicons ex-
plain that pa-rou-si‘a denotes ‘the visit of a
ruler.” Hence, it is not just the moment of
arrival, but a presence extending from the
arrival onward. Interestingly, that is how
Jewish historian Josephus, a contemporary
of the apostles, used pa-rou-si‘a.*

* Examples from Josephus: At Mount Sinai light-
ning and thunder “declared God to be there present
[pa-rou-si‘a]” The miraculous manifestation in the
tabernacle “showed the presence [pa-rou-si‘a] Of
God.” By showing Elisha’s servant the encircling
chariots, God made “manifest to his servant his
power and presence [pa-rou-si'a].” When Roman of-
ficial Petronius tried to appease the Jews, Josephus
claimed that ‘God did show his presence [pa-rou-
si'‘a] to Petronius’ by sending rain. Josephus did
not apply pa-rou-si'a to a mere approach or mo-
mentary arrival. It meant an ongoing, even invisi-
ble, presence. (Exodus 20:18-21; 25:22; Leviticus
16:2; 2 Kings 6:15-17)—Compare Antiquities of the
Jews, Book 3, chapter 5, paragraph 2 [80]; chap-
ter 8, paragraph 5 [203]; Book 9, chapter 4, para-
graph 3 [55]; Book 18, chapter 8, paragraph 6 [284].

11. (a) What is the sense of pa-rou-si‘a?
(b) How do examples from Josephus’ writing
bear out our understanding of pa-rou-si‘a? (See
footnote.)
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12The meaning “presence” is clearly
borne out by ancient literature, yet Chris-
tians are particularly interested in how
God’s Word uses
the same—presence. We see that from ex-
amples in Paul’s letters. For instance, he
wrote to the Philippians: “In the way that
you have always obeyed, not during my
presence only, but now much more readily
during my absence, keep working out your
own salvation.” He also spoke of abiding
with them that they might exult “through
[his] presence [pa-rou-si‘a] again with
[them].” (Philippians 1:25, 26; 2:12) Other
versions read “my being with you again”
(Weymouth; New International Version);
“when | am with you again” (Jerusalem Bi-
ble; New English Bible); and “when you
once more have me among you.” (Twentieth
Century New Testament) At 2 Corinthians
10:10, 11, Paul contrasted “his presence in
person” with being “absent.” In these ex-
amples he plainly was not speaking of his
approach or arrival; he used pa-rou-si‘a in
the sense of being present.* (Compare 1 Co-
rinthians 16:17.) What, though, about ref-
erences to Jesus’ pa-rou-si‘a? Are they with
the sense of his “coming,” or do they indi-
cate an extended presence?

BSpirit-anointed Christians in Paul's day
were interested in Jesus’' pa-rou-si‘a. But
Paul warned them not to be ‘shaken from
their reason.’ First there must appear “the
man of lawlessness,” which has proved to be

*In ACritical Lexicon and Concordance to the

English and Greek New Testament, E. W. Bulling-
er points out that pa-rou-si’'a means ‘the being or
becoming present, hence, presence, arrival, a com-
ing which includes the idea of a permanent dwell-
ing from that coming onwards.’

12. How does the Bible itself help us to confirm
the meaning of pa-rou-si‘a?

13, 14. (&) Why must we conclude that a pa-
rou-si‘a extends over time? (b) What must be
said about the length of Jesus’ pa-rou-si‘a?
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the clergy of Christendom. Paul wrote that
“the lawless one’s presence is according to
the operation of Satan with every powerful

pa-rou-si'Thevankvaedibying signs.” (2 Thessalonians 2:2,

3, 9) Plainly, the pa-rou-si‘a, or presence, of
“the man of lawlessness” was not just a mo-
mentary arrival; it would extend over time,
during which lying signs would be produced.
Why is this significant?

MConsider the verse immediately before
that: “The lawless one will be revealed,
whom the Lord Jesus will do away with by
the spirit of his mouth and bring to noth-
ing by the manifestation of his presence.
Just as the presence of “the man of lawless-
ness” would be over a period of time, Je-
sus’ presence would extend for some time
and would climax in the destruction of that
lawless “son of destruction.”—2 Thessalo-
nians 2:8.

Hebrew-Language Aspects

BAs noted, Matthew evidently wrote his
Gospel first in the Hebrew language. So,
what Hebrew word did he use at Matthew
24:3, 27, 37, 39? Versions of Matthew trans-
lated into modern Hebrew have a form of
the verb boh’, both in the apostles’ question
and in Jesus’ reply. This could lead to read-
ings such as: “What will be the sign of your
[boh’] and of the conclusion of the system
of things?” and, “As the days of Noah were,
so the [boh’] of the Son of man will be.”
What does boh’ mean?

16Though having various senses, the He-
brew verb boh’ basically means “come.” The
Theological Dictionary of the Old Testa-
ment says: ‘Occurring 2,532 times, boh' is
one of the most frequently used verbs in
the Hebrew Scriptures and is at the head

15, 16. (a) What particular word is used in
many translations of Matthew into Hebrew?
(b) How is boh’ used in the Scriptures?



of verbs expressing motion.” (Genesis 7:1,
13; Exodus 12:25; 28:35; 2 Samuel 19:30;
2 Kings 10:21; Psalm 65:2; Isaiah 1:23; Eze-
kiel 11:16; Daniel 9:13; Amos 8:11) Had Je-
sus and the apostles used a word with such
arange of meanings, the sense might be de-
batable. But did they?

IBAt Matthew 24:3, 27, 39, Shem-Tob’s
Matthew does not use the verb boh’. In-
stead, it uses the related noun That
noun appears in the Hebrew Scriptures
only at Ezekiel 8:5, where it means “en-
tranceway.” Instead of expressing the ac-
tion of coming, bi-ah' there refers to the

7 Bear in mind that modern Hebrew ver-start of a building; when you are in the en-

sions are translations that may not pre-
sent exactly what Matthew penned in He-
brew. The fact is that Jesus could well have
used aword other than boh’, one that fitted
the sense of
the 1995 book Hebrew Gospel of Matthew,
by Professor George Howard. The book fo-
cused on a l1l4th-century polemic against
Christianity by the Jewish physician Shem-
Tob ben Isaac Ibn Shaprut. That document
set out a Hebrew text of Matthew’s Gos-
pel. There is evidence that rather than
being translated from Latin or Greek in
Shem-Tob’s time, this text of Matthew was
very old and was originally composed in He-
brew.* It thus may bring us closer to what
was said on the Mount of Olives.

* One evidence is that it contains the Hebrew ex-
pression “The Name,” written out or abbreviated, 19
times. Professor Howard writes: “The reading of the
Divine Name in a Christian document quoted by a
Jewish polemist is remarkable. If this were a He-
brew translation of a Greek or Latin Christian doc-
ument, one would expect to find adonai [Lord] in
the text, not a symbol for the ineffable divine name
YHWH. . . . For him to have added the ineffable
name is inexplicable. The evidence strongly suggests
that Shem-Tob received his Matthew with the Di-
vine Name already within the text and that he prob-
ably preserved it rather than run the risk of being
guilty of removing it.” The New World Translation
of the Holy Scriptures—With References uses
Shem-Tob’s Matthew (J2) as support for using the
divine name in the Christian Greek Scriptures.

17. (@) Why may modern Hebrew translations
of Matthew not necessarily indicate what Jesus
and the apostles said? (b) Where else may we
find a clue as to what word Jesus and the apos-
tles may have used, and for what other reason is
this source of interest to us? (See footnote.)

tryway or on the threshold, you are in the
building. Also, non-Biblical religious docu-
ments among the Dead Sea Scrolls often use
bi-ah' regarding the arrival or commence-

pa-rou-si‘a.We see thi®apgf priestly courses. (See 1 Chronicles

24:3-19; Luke 1.5, 8, 23.) And a 1986 trans-
lation into Hebrew of the ancient Syriac (or,
Aramaic) Peshitta uses bi-ah' at Matthew
24:3, 27, 37, 39. So there is evidence that in
ancient times the noun bi-ah’ may have
had a sense that differed somewhat from
the verb boh’ used in the Bible. Why is this
of interest?

OThe apostles in their question and Je-
sus in his reply may have used this noun bi-
'ah." Even if the apostles had in mind sim-
ply the idea of Jesus’ future arrival, Christ
may have used bi-ah’ to allow for more than
what they were thinking. Jesus could have
been pointing to his arrival to commence a
new office; his arrival would be the start of
his new role. This would match the sense of
pa-rou-si‘a, which Matthew subsequently
used. Such a use of bi-ah' would, under-
standably, have to support what Jehovah's
Witnesses have long taught, that the com-
posite “sign” Jesus gave was to reflect that
he was present.

Awaiting the Climax of His Presence
D0ur study of Jesus’ presence should

18. What interesting Hebrew word does Shem-
Tob use, and what does it mean?

19. If Jesus and the apostles used bi-'ah," what
might we conclude?

20. 21. What can we learn from Jesus’ comment
about the days of Noah?
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have a direct bearing on our life and our
expectations. Jesus urged his followers to
stay alert. He provided a sign so that his
presence could be recognized, though most
would take no note: “As the days of Noah
were, so the presence of the Son of man will
be. For as they were in those days before
the flood, eating and drinking, men marry-
ing and women being given in marriage,
until the day that Noah entered into the
ark; and they took no note until the flood
came and swept them all away, so the pres-
ence of the Son of man will be.”—Matthew
24:37-39.

2l During the days of Noah, most people

of that generation just carried on with their
normal affairs. Jesus foretold that it would
be the same with “the presence of the Son
of man.” The people around Noah might
have felt that nothing would happen. You
know differently. Those days, which spread
over time, led to a climax, “the flood came
and swept them all away.” Luke presents a
similar account in which Jesus compared
“the days of Noah” with “the days of the
Son of man.” Jesus admonished: “The same

How Would You Answer?

O Why is it important to see the dif-
ference between how Bibles render
Matthew 24:3?

O What is the meaning of pa rou si'a,
and why is this of concern?

O What possible parallel might exist at
Matthew 24:3 in Greek and in He-
brew?

O What key regarding time do we
need to know in understanding Mat-
thew chapter 24?
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way it will be on that day when the Son of
man is to be revealed.”—Luke 17:26-30.

2All of this takes on special meaning for
us because we are living at a time when
we recognize the events that Jesus fore-
told—wars, earthquakes, pestilences, food
shortages, and persecution of his disciples.
(Matthew 24:7-9; Luke 21:10-12) Such have
been in evidence since the history-changing
conflict significantly named World War I,
though most people treat these as nor-
mal parts of history. True Christians, how-
ever, sense the meaning of these momen-
tous events, just as alert people understand
from the leafing of a fig tree that summer is
near. Jesus advised: “In this way you also,
when you see these things occurring, know
that the kingdom of God is near.”—Luke
21:31.

2ZBJesus directed much of his reply on the
Mount of Olives to his followers. They were
the ones to share in the lifesaving work of
preaching the good news in all the earth
before the end would come. They would be
the ones who could discern “the disgusting
thing that causes desolation... standing in
a holy place.” They would be the ones to re-
spond by “fleeing” before the great tribula-
tion. And they would be the ones particu-
larly affected by the added words: “Unless
those days were cut short, no flesh would be
saved; but on account of the chosen ones
those days will be cut short.” (Matthew 24:
9, 14-22) But just what do those sobering
words mean, and why can it be said that
they provide abasis for us to have increased
happiness, confidence, and zeal now? The
following study of Matthew 24:22 will pro-
vide the answers.

22. Why should we be particularly interested in
Jesus’ prophecy in Matthew chapter 24?

23. To whom do Jesus’ words in Matthew chap-
ter 24 have special meaning, and why?



Will you be saved
WHEN GOP ACTS®

- Unless those days were cut short, noflesh would he saved; but on account of
the chosen ones those days will be cut short. —matTHEW 24:22.

OW interested are you in yourself?
Many today carry self-interest to
extremes, being egocentric. Yet, the
Bible does not condemn appropriate inter-
est in what affects us. (Ephesians 5:33) That
includes being interested in our future. So
it would be normal for you to want to know
what your future holds. Are you interested?

be, and what will be the sign when all
these things are destined to come to a con-
clusion?” (Mark 13:4) Jesus did not ignore
natural interest in the future—their inter-
est and ours. Time and again he highlight-
ed how his followers would be affected and
what the final outcome would be.

3 Jesus’ reply set out a prophecy with a

2 We can be sure that Jesus’ apostles had major fulfillment in our time. We can see

such an interest in their future. (Matthew
19:27) Likely that was a factor when four of
them were with Jesus on the Mount of OI-
ives. They asked: “When will these things

1, 2. (@) Why is it normal to be interested in
our future? (b) Natural interest may have been
involved in what vital questions?

this from the world wars and other conflicts
in our century, the earthquakes that snuff
out countless lives, the food shortages that
bring sickness and death, and the plagues
—from the Spanish influenza pandemic of

3. Why do we link Jesus’ reply to our time?
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1918 to the current AIDS scourge.
However, much of Jesus’' reply also

had a fulfillment leading to and in-
cluding the destruction of Jerusalem

by the Romans in 70 C.E. Jesus warned
his disciples: “Look out for yourselves;
people will deliver you up to local courts,
and you will be beaten in synagogues and
be put on the stand before governors and
kings for my sake, for a witness to them.”
—Mark 13:9.

What Jesus Foretold,
and What Occurred
4Jesus went beyond foretelling how oth-
ers would treat his disciples. He alerted
them as to how they themselves should
act. For example: “When you catch sight of
the disgusting thing that causes desolation
standing where it ought not (let the read-
er use discernment), then let those in Ju-
dea begin fleeing to the mountains.” (Mark
13:14) The parallel account at Luke 21:20
says: “When you see Jerusalem surrounded
by encamped armies.” How did that prove
accurate in the first instance?

5 Thelnternational Standard Bible En-

cyclopedia (1982) tells us: “The Jews were
increasingly restive under Roman control
and the procurators were increasingly vio-
lent, cruel, and dishonest. Open rebellion
broke out in A.D. 66. . . . The war began
when the Zealots seized Masada and then,
under Menahem, marched on Jerusalem. Si-
multaneously Jews in the gubernatorial city
of Caesarea were massacred, and news of
this atrocity spread throughout the coun-
try. New coins were marked Year 1 through
Year 5 of the revolt.”

6The Roman Twelfth Legion under Ces-

4. What are some warnings included in Jesus’
reply?

5. What happened among the Jews in Judea in
66 C.E.?

6. The Jewish revolt produced what Roman re-
sponse?
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Jewish coin struck after the revolt.
The Hebrew lettering says uYear two,"
meaning 67 C.E., the second year of
their autonomy

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

tius Gallus marched from Syria, ravaged
Galilee and Judea, and then attacked the
capital, even occupying the upper section of
“Jerusalem the holy city.” (Nehemiah 11:1;
Matthew 4:5; 5:35; 27:53) Summarizing de-
velopments, the volume The Roman Siege
of Jerusalem says: “For five days the Ro-
mans attempted to scale the wall, being re-
pulsed time after time. At length the de-
fenders, overpowered by the hail of missiles,
gave way. Forming a testudo— the devise of
locking their shields over their heads to pro-
tect themselves—the Roman soldiers un-
dermined the wall and attempted to set fire
to the gate. A terrible panic seized the de-
fenders.” Christians inside the city could re-
call Jesus’ words and discern that a disgust-
ing thing was standing in a holy place.* But
with the city surrounded, how could such
Christians flee, as Jesus had advised?

7Historian Flavius Josephus relates: “Ces-
tius [Gallus], aware of neither the despair of
the besieged nor the feelings of the people,
suddenly called off his men, abandoned hope
though he had suffered no reverse, and fly-
ing in the face of all reason retired from the
City.” {The Jewish War, Il, 540 [xix, 7])
Why did Gallus retreat? Whatever the rea-
son, his retreat allowed Christians to obey
Jesus’ command and flee to the mountains
and to safety.

80bedience was lifesaving. Before long
the Romans moved to crush the revolt. The

* See The Watchtower of June 1, 1996, pag-
es 14-19.

7. When victory was within reach in 66 C.E.,
what did the Romans do?

8. What was the second phase of the Roman ef-
fort against Jerusalem, and what did the survi-
vors experience?



Roman coin struck in 71 C.E. On
the left is an armed Roman/ on
the right a Jewess in mourning.
The words *IVDAEA CAPTA"
mean uCaptive Judea"

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

campaign under General Titus climaxed

in a siege of Jerusalem from April to Au-
gust 70 C.E. It chills one’s blood to read
Josephus’ description of how the Jews suf-
fered. Besides those Killed fighting the Ro-
mans, other Jews were slaughtered by rival
bands of Jews, and starvation led to canni-
balism. By the time of the Roman victory,
1,100,000 Jews had died.* Of the 97,000 sur-
vivors, some were promptly executed; oth-
ers were enslaved. Josephus says: “Those
over seventeen were put in irons and sent to
hard labour in Egypt, while great numbers
were presented by Titus to the provinces to
perish in the theatres by the sword or by
wild beasts.” Even as this sorting out took
place, 11,000 prisoners starved to death.

9  Christians could be thankful that they
had obeyed the Lord’s warning and had fled
the city before the Roman army returned.
Thus they were saved from part of what Je-
sus termed ‘great tribulation such as had
not occurred since the world’'s beginning
until then, nor would occur again’ on Je-
rusalem. (Matthew 24:21) Jesus added: “In
fact, unless those days were cut short, no
flesh would be saved; but on account of the
chosen ones those days will be cut short.”
(Matthew 24:22) What did that mean then,
and what does it mean now?

* Josephus says: “When Titus entered he was as-
tounded by the strength of the city... He exclaimed
aloud: ‘God has been on our side; it is God who
brought the Jews down from these strongholds; for
what could human hands or instruments do against
such towers?'”

9. Why did the Christians not experience the
outcome that the Jews did, but what questions
remain?

0 In the past it was explain
that the ‘flesh to be saved' re-
ferred to Jews who survived the
tribulation on Jerusalem in 70 C.E.
The Christians had fled, so God

could let the Romans bring a swift
destruction. In other words, account
of the fact that the “chosen ones” were
out of danger, the days of the tribulation
could be cut short, allowing some Jewish
“flesh” to be saved. It was felt that the sur-
viving Jews foreshadowed those who would
survive the great tribulation coming in our
day.—Revelation 7:14.

1 But is that explanation consonant with
what happened in 70 C.E.? Jesus said that
the human “flesh” was to be “saved” out
of the tribulation. Would you use the word
“saved” to describe the 97,000 survivors, in
view of the fact that thousands of them
soon died of starvation or were slaughtered
in a theater? Josephus says about one the-
ater, at Caesarea: “The number of those who
perished in combats with wild beasts or in
fighting each other or by being burnt alive
exceeded 2,500.” Though they did not die in
the siege, they were hardly “saved.” And
would Jesus consider them as being simi-
lar to happy survivors of the coming “great
tribulation”?

Flesh Saved— How?
2By 70 C.E., God no longer viewed the
natural Jews as his chosen people. Jesus
showed that God had rejected that nation
and would let its capital city, temple, and
system of worship come to an end. (Mat-
thew 23:37-24:2) God chose a new nation,

10. How have we previously explained Matthew
24:22?

11. Why does it seem that the explanation of
Matthew 24:22 should be reconsidered?

12. Who were the first-century “chosen ones” in
whom God was interested?
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spiritual Israel. (Acts 15:14; Romans 2:28,
29; Galatians 6:16) It was composed of men
and women chosen out of all nations and
anointed with holy spirit. (Matthew 22:14;
John 15:19; Acts 10:1, 2, 34, 35, 44, 45)
Some years before the attack by Cestius
Gallus, Peter wrote to “the ones chosen ac-
cording to the foreknowledge of God the Fa-
ther, with sanctification by the spirit.” Such
spirit-anointed ones were “a chosen race, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation.” (1 Peter 1:
1, 2; 2:9) God would take such chosen ones
to heaven to reign with Jesus.—Colossians
1:1, 2; 3:12; Titus 1:1; Revelation 17:14.

BThis identifying of the chosen ones is
helpful, since Jesus foretold that the days of
tribulation would be cut short “on account
of the chosen ones.” The Greek word trans-
lated “on account of” can also be rendered
“for the sake of” or “for ... sake.” (Mark 2:
27: John 12:30; 1 Corinthians 8:11; 9:10, 23;
11:9; 2 Timothy 2:10; Revelation 2:3) So Je-
sus could have been saying, ‘Unless those
days are cut short, no flesh will be saved;
but for the sake of the chosen ones those
days will be cut short.'* (Matthew 24:22)
Did something occur that benefited or was
‘for the sake of’ the Christian chosen ones
trapped in Jerusalem?

A Recall that in 66 C.E., the Romans
moved through the land, occupied upper Je-
rusalem, and began undermining the wall.
Josephus comments: “If only he had perse-
vered with the siege a little longer he would
have captured the City at once.” Ask your-
self, ‘Why would the powerful Roman army

* Interestingly, Shem-Tob’s text of Matthew 24:22
uses the Hebrew word 'a-vur', which means “for the
sake of, on account of, in order that.”—See preced-
ing article, page 13.

13. What sense might Jesus’ words at Matthew
24:22 have had?

14. How was “flesh” saved when the Roman
army unexpectedly retreated from Jerusalem in
66 C.E.?
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suddenly abandon the campaign and “flying
in the face of all reason” retreat?’ Rupert
Furneaux, a specialist in interpreting mili-
tary history, comments: “No historian has
succeeded in supplying any adequate rea-
son for Gallus’s strange and disastrous deci-
sion.” Be that as it may, the effect was that
the tribulation was cut short. The Romans
retreated, with the Jews savaging them as
they went. What of the anointed Christian
“chosen ones” who had been trapped? The
lifting of the siege meant that they were
saved from any slaughter that threatened
during the tribulation. Hence, those Chris-
tians who benefited from the cutting short
of the tribulation in 66 C.E. were the saved
“flesh” mentioned at Matthew 24:22.



What Does Your Future Hold?

55Someone might ask, ‘Why should I be
especially interested in this clarified under-
standing of Jesus’ words?’ Well, there is am-
ple reason to conclude that Jesus’ prophe-
cy was to have a larger fulfillment, beyond
what happened up to and including 70 C.E.*
(Compare Matthew 24:7; Luke 21:10, 11,
Revelation 6:2-8.) For decades, Jehovah's
Witnesses have preached that the major ful-
fillment occurring in our time proves that
we can expect a large-scale “great tribula-
tion” just ahead. During it, how will the pro-
phetic words at Matthew 24:22 be fulfilled?

BSome two decades after the tribulation
on Jerusalem, the apostle John wrote the
book of Revelation. It confirmed that great
tribulation lay ahead. And, being interest-
ed in what affects us personally, we may be
relieved to know that Revelation propheti-
cally assures us that human flesh will live
through this coming great tribulation. John
foretold “a great crowd . . . out of all na-
tions and tribes and peoples and tongues.”
Who are they? A voice from heaven an-
swers: “These are the ones that come out of
the great tribulation.” (Revelation 7:9, 14)
Yes, they will be survivors! Revelation also
offers us insight into how things will devel-
op in the coming great tribulation and how
Matthew 24:22 will be fulfilled.

7The opening phase of this tribulation
will be an attack on a symbolic prosti-
tute called “Babylon the Great.” (Revelation
14:8; 17:1, 2) She represents the worldwide

* See The Watchtower of February 15,1994, pag-
es 11 and 12, and the chart on pages 14 and 15,
which sets in parallel columns Jesus’ Erophetic re-
ply found in Matthew chapter 24, Mark chapter 13,
and Luke chapter 21.

15. Why would you say that Matthew chapter 24
should be of particular interest in our day?

16. What encouraging fact does Revelation pro-
vide about the approaching great tribulation?
17. The opening phase of the great tribulation
will include what?

empire of false religion, with Christendom
being most reprehensible. According to the
words of Revelation 17:16-18, God will put
it into the heart of the political element
to attack this symbolic harlot.* Think how
it could appear to God’'s anointed “cho-
sen ones” and their associates, the “great
crowd.” As this devastating attack on reli-
gion advances, it might seem that it will
wipe out all religious organizations, includ-
ing Jehovah's people.

BThis is where Jesus’ words found at
Matthew 24:22 will be fulfilled on a large
scale. As the chosen ones in Jerusalem ap-
peared to be at risk, Jehovah’s servants
might seem in danger of being eliminat-
ed during the attack on religion, as if that
attack would wipe out all “flesh” of God's
people. Yet, let us bear in mind what hap-
pened back in 66 C.E. The tribulation caused
by the Romans was cut short, allowing
God’s anointed chosen ones ample opportu-
nity to escape and remain alive. Thus, we
can rest assured that the destructive attack
on religion will not be allowed to kill off
the global congregation of true worshipers.
It will proceed quickly, as if “in one day.”
Somehow, though, it will be cut short, will
not be allowed to complete its objective, so
that God’s people can be “saved.”—Revela-
tion 18:8.

BOther elements of Satan the Devil's
earthly organization will thereafter contin-
ue for a time, mourning the loss of dealings
with their old religious paramour. (Revela-
tion 18:9-19) At some point, they will notice

* See Revelation—Its Grand Climax At Hand!,
pages 235-58, published in 1988 by the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

18. Why might it seem that no “flesh” will be
saved through the opening part of the great
tribulation?

19. (a) After the first part of the great tribula-
tion, what will be evident? (b) To what will this
lead?
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that God’s true servants remain, “dwelling
in security, all of them dwelling without
wall” and appearing to be easy prey. What
a surprise is in store! Responding to a real
or threatened aggression against his ser-
vants, God will rise up in judgment of his
enemies in the final part of the great tribu-
lation.—Ezekiel 38:10-12, 14, 18-23.

D  This second phase of the great tribula-

tion will parallel what happened to Jerusa-
lem and its inhabitants in the second attack
by the Romans in 70 C.E. It will prove to be
“great tribulation such as has not occurred
since the world’s beginning until [then], no,
nor will occur again.” (Matthew 24:21) We
can rest assured, though, that God's chosen
ones and their associates will not be in the
danger zone, at risk of being killed. Oh, they
will not have fled to one geographic location.
First-century Christians in Jerusalem could
flee from that city to the mountainous re-
gion, such as Pella across the Jordan. In the
future, however, God’s faithful Witnesses
will be located all over the globe, so safe-

20. Why will the second phase of the great trib-
ulation not put God’s people in danger?

How Would You Answer?

O What two phases were there to the
Roman army's attack on Jerusalem?

O Why is it unlikely that the 97,000
Jewish survivors in 70 C.E. made up
the "flesh" mentioned at Matthew
24:227

O How were the days of Jerusalem's
tribulation cut short, and how was
"flesh" thus saved?

O In the approaching great tribulation,
how will the days be cut short and
"flesh" be saved?
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ty and protection will not be based on geo-
graphic location.

2L The destruction will not be by the forces
of Rome or any other human agency. In-
stead, the book of Revelation describes the
executional forces as being from heaven.
Yes, that final part of the great tribula-
tion will be carried out, not by any hu-
man army, but by “The Word of God,” the
King Jesus Christ, assisted by ‘the armies
that are in heaven, including resurrected
anointed Christians. The “King of kings and
Lord of lords” will carry out an execution
far more thorough than the Romans did in
70 C.E. It will eliminate all human opposers
of God—kings, military commanders, free-
men and slaves, small ones and great. Even
human organizations of Satan’s world will
meet their end.—Revelation 2:26, 27; 17:14;
19:11-21; 1 John 5:19.

2Recall that “flesh,” both of the anoint-
ed remnant and of the “great crowd,” al-
ready will have been saved when Babylon
the Great goes down swiftly and completely
in the first part of the tribulation. Likewise
in the final part of the tribulation, “flesh”
that has fled to Jehovah'’s side will be saved.
How this will contrast with the outcome for
the rebellious Jews in 70 C.E.!

BThinking of the possibilities for your
own future and that of your loved ones,
note what is promised at Revelation 7:16,
17 “They will hunger no more nor thirst
anymore, neither will the sun beat down
upon them nor any scorching heat, because
the Lamb, who is in the midst of the throne,
will shepherd them, and will guide them to
fountains of waters of life. And God will
wipe out every tear from their eyes.” Sure-
ly, that is really being “saved” in a wonder-
ful, lasting sense.

21. Who will do the fighting in the final battle,
and with what result?

22. In what further sense will “flesh” be saved?

23. Towhat can surviving “flesh” look forward?



DO YOU REMEMBER?

Have you appreciated reading the recent issues of The
Watchlower? Well, see if you can answer the following
questions:

0O Do Jesus' words, "If you forgive the sins of any
persons, they stand forgiven," mean that Christians
can forgive sins? (John 20:23) There is no Scriptural
basis for concluding that Christians in general, or even ap-
pointed elders in the congregation, have divine authority
to forgive sins. The context of Jesus' words seems to show
that the apostles had provided to them through an oper-
ation of the spirit a unique authority to forgive or retain
sins. (See Acts 5:1-11; 2 Corinthians 12:12.)— 4/15,
page 28.

0O What is outstanding about J. J. Stewart Perowne's
translation of the book of Psalms, first published in
18647 In his translation Perowne tried to adhere "closely
to the form of the Hebrew, both in its idiom and in the struc-
ture of the clauses." In doing so he favored the restoration
of the divine name in the form "Jehovah."— 4/15, page 31.

O What guidance did Jesus give his followers as to
their dealings with the governments of the world?
Jesus said: "Pay back, therefore, Caesar's things to Cae-
sar, but God's things to God." (Matthew 22:21) He also
said: "If someone under authority impresses you into ser-
vice for a mile, go with him two miles." (Matthew 5:41)
Jesus was here illustrating the principle of willing submis-
sion to legitimate demands, whether in human relations
or in governmental requirements that are in harmony
with God's law. (Luke 6:27-31; John 17:14, 15)—5/1,
page 12.

0O What does it mean to 'walk in the truth'? (Psalm
86:11) This includes abiding by God's requirements and
serving him in faithfulness and sincerity. (Psalm 25:4, 5;
John 4:23, 24)— 5/15, page 18.

0O What was acconplished by Jehovah's sending
Jonah to Nineveh? As things worked out, Jonah's
preaching activity in Nineveh showed up the contrast
between the repentant Ninevites and the stiff-necked Is-
raelites, who were sorely lacking in faith and humility.
(Compare Deuteronomy 9:6, 13; Jonah 3:4-10.)— 5/15,
page 28.

0O Who is the Serpent and who is "the woman" re-
ferred to at Genesis 3:157? The Serpent is not the lowly
snake but the one who used it, Satan the Devil. (Rev-
elation 12:9) "The woman" is not Eve but Jehovah's
heavenly organization, the mother of his spirit-anointed
servants on earth. (Galatians 4:26)— 6/1, page 9.

O How can a person get out of Babylon the Great
and find safety? (Revelation 18:4) He must complete-
ly separate himself from false religious organizations and
also from their customs and the spirit they engender, and
then he should find safety within Jehovah's theocratic or-
ganization. (Ephesians 5:7-11)— 6/1, page 18.

O Why is the eadle frequently mentioned in the
Scriptures? Bible writers alluded to characteristics of the
eagle to symbolize such things as wisdom, divine protec-
tion, and swiftness.— 6/15, page 8.

O Do God's servants today who have the earthly
hope have as much of God's spirit as do spirit-
anointed Christians? Fundamentally, the answer is yes.
God's spirit is available in equal portions to both classes,
and knowledge and understanding are equally attainable
by both.— 6/15, page 31.

O Why is it beneficial for us today to examine the
sacred service performed by Israel's priests in the
temple in Jerusalem? By doing so we can come to ap-
preciate more fully the merciful arrangement whereby
sinful humans today become reconciled with God. (He-
brews 10:1-7)— 7/1, page 8.

O How did the second temple built in Jerusalem at-
tain a greater glory than the one built by Solomon?
The second temple lasted 164 years longer than Solo-
mon's temple. More worshipers from many more lands
flocked into its courtyards. More important, this second
temple enjoyed the great distinction of having the Son
of God, Jesus Christ, teach within its courtyards.— 7/1,
pages 12, 13.

0 When did God bring forth his spiritual temple?
This was in 29 C.E. when God showed his approval of
Jesus' baptismal prayer. (Matthew 3:16, 17) God's ap-
proval of the presentation of Jesus' body meant that, in
a spiritual sense, an altar greater than that in Jerusalem's
temple had come into operation.— 7/1, pages 14, 15.

o Why should we be forgiving? Forgiving an offend-
er who has apologized is essential if we are to maintain
Christian unity. Animosity and nursing a grudge will rob
us of peace of mind. If we are unforgiving, we run the
risk that some day Jehovah will no longer forgive our sins.
(Matthew 6:14, 15)— 7/15, page 18.

O How could the Israelites become holy? Holiness
was possible only by their having a close relationship with
Jehovah, the holy God, and by their pure worship of him.
They needed accurate knowledge of “the Most Holy One"
in order to worship him in holiness, in physical and spir-
itual cleanness. (Proverbs 2:1-6; 9:10)— 8/1, page 11.
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A "WITNESS HEAP”
IN THE LAND OF THE
"MOUNTAIN OF GOD"

N A map of the continent, if you
Ofollow the coastline of West Afri-

ca and move east along the Gulf of
Guinea, at the point where the coast turns
south, you will find Cameroon. If you contin-
ue south down the coast, you will come to
a vast stretch of black sandy beaches. The
black sand is the result of volcanic activities
of Mount Cameroon.

This conical, 13,353-foot mountain peak
completely dominates the area. When the
setting sun bathes the slopes of Mount Cam-
eroon in light, it gives a spectacular show
of vivid colors—mauve, orange, gold, and
crimson. The sea and nearby swamps reflect
all these tints like a mirror, making it al-
most impossible to separate the sky from the
earth. It is easy to understand why the ani-
mist tribes of the region named the moun-
tain Mongo Ma Loba, which is translated
“Chariot of the gods,” or more commonly,
“Mountain of God.”

Farther south, there are miles of white
sandy beaches, lined with coconut trees.
Apart from the idyllic coastline, much of the
country is covered with dense equatorial for-
est, stretching to the border with Congo and
Central African Republic and north to Nige-
ria and sub-Saharan Chad. The western part
of the country is mountainous, reminding
the traveler of parts of Europe. The hot cli-
mate, however, will not let you forget that
you are just a stone’s throw from the equa-
tor. The diversity of its countryside leads
many tourist guides to describe Cameroon
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as a replica of Africa

in miniature. This impres-

sion is reinforced by the dif-

ferent ethnic groups and the more than 220
registered languages and dialects.

Were you to visit Cameroon, you might
stay in one of the big hotels in the seaport of
Douala, or the capital city, Yaounde. But you
could miss out on the opportunity of getting
to know something about the lives of the peo-
ple, especially of the more than 24,000 Wit-
nesses of Jehovah, who have been busy build-
ing up a “witness heap” throughout this land
of the “Mountain of God.”* Why not take
a trip across the country to meet some of
them? Your exploration of this West African
land will certainly be richly rewarded.

By Dugout Canoe,
Bush Taxi, or Bicycle?

Where the Sanaga, the longest river in
Cameroon, reaches the ocean, it forms a
large delta. To reach all the inhabitants of
this vast region, Jehovah’'s Witnesses of-
ten have to travel in dugout canoes. This is
what the nine Kingdom publishers in the
small group at Mbiako do. Two of them
live 16 miles away, in the village of Yoyo.
For them to reach Mbiako requires vigor-
ous paddling, yet they are always present at
the Christian meetings. While visiting this

* “Witness Heap” is the probable meaning of the
Hebrew word translated “Gilead.” Since 1943, the
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead has been sending
out missionaries to open up the preaching work
worldwide, including in Cameroon.

Map: Mountain High Maps® Copyright © 1995 Digital Wisdom, Inc.



group, a traveling overseer suggested show-
ing the video Jehovah's Witnesses— The
Organization Behind the Name. But that
is easier said than done. In such a remote vil-
lage, where would he find avideocassette re-
corder, a television set, and the electricity to
run them?

During the week of the visit, some publish-
ers called on the pastor of a local church. To
their surprise the pastor warmly welcomed
them, and they had a spirited Bible dis-
cussion with him. Noticing that the pastor
owned not only a VCR but also an electric
generator, the brothers plucked up the cour-
age to ask if they could borrow his equip-
ment. Having enjoyed the Bible discussion
earlier, the pastor agreed to help. Saturday
evening 102 persons came to the showing, in-
cluding the pastor and most of the members
of his church. The two Witnesses from Yoyo
brought a number of interested ones in two
canoes. They thought little of having to pad-
dle against the current of the rising tide. Af-
ter seeing the video, they were deeply moved
and encouraged, and they were proud to be-
long to such a great organization whose aim
is to honor Jehovah.

To go where dugout canoes cannot reach,
one can use the bush taxi. The parking areas
where these taxis wait for passengers are al-
ways buzzing with life. Between the cold-
water vendors, banana sellers, and bus boys,
it is easy to become totally confused. The bus
boys’ job is to get passengers into the waiting
bush taxis, which are all, according to them,
“ready to go.” However, “ready” should be
taken only in the loosest sense of the word.
Travelers have to spend hours, sometimes
even days, waiting. Once all the passengers
have been crammed inside and the driver has
stowed the luggage, bags of produce, and
sometimes even live chickens and goats, on
the roof rack, the bush taxi moves onto the
bumpy, dusty tracks.

One traveling minister, tired of this form
of transport, opted for independence. He now
makes all his trips by bicycle. He says: “Ever
since | decided to use a bicycle to travel
from congregation to congregation, | always
arrive on time for the visit. True, the trip
may take several hours, but at least I do not
have to spend a day or two waiting for the
bush taxis. During the rainy season, some
roads almost completely disappear because
of flooding. You have to take your shoes off
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to cross these stretches of mud and water.
One day one of my shoes fell into a stream
and was not recovered until several weeks
later, when the daughter of one of the Wit-
nesses caught it quite by accident while fish-
ing! I am happy to be able to wear this pair
of shoes again, after one of them spent some
time with the fish. At times | go through
areas where Jehovah’s Witnesses have never
preached before. The villagers always ask me
what I've got. So | keep magazines and bro-
chures handy. Each time | stop, | offer these
Bible-based publications and give abriefwit-
ness. | believe Jehovah will make these seeds
of truth grow.”

Deep in the Interior
Jehovah’s Witnesses strive to share the
Kingdom good news with others even deep
in the heart of Cameroon, in the villages hid-
den in the depths of the forest. This requires
a great deal of effort, but the results are
heartwarming.

Marie, a full-time minister, started a Bi-
ble study with ayoung girl called Arlette. At
the end of the first study, Marie asked Ar-
lette if she would accompany her to the door,
as it is the custom in this part of Africa.
However, the young girl explained that she
could hardly walk because of pain in her
feet. Arlette’s feet were infected by atype of
flea of which the female burrows into the
flesh, causing abscesses. Marie bravely re-
moved the fleas one by one. Later, she also
learned that at night this young girl was be-
ing tormented by demons. Marie patiently
explained how to place one’s trust in Jeho-
vah, notably by calling upon his name out
loud in prayer.—Proverbs 18:10.

Arlette made rapid progress. At first her
family saw nothing wrong with the study be-
cause of the remarkable progress she was
making both physically and intellectually.
But when they realized that she wanted to
become one of Jehovah's Witnesses, they for-
bade her to continue the study. Three weeks
later Arlette’s mother, realizing how dis-
tressed her daughter was, contacted Marie
and asked her to resume the study.

When the time came to attend acircuit as-
sembly, Marie paid a driver to take Arlette
on both days. The driver, however, refused to
go up to Arlette’s home, having decided that
the track leading to the road was impassable.
So Marie managed to bring the girl to the
road. Jehovah certainly blessed these efforts.



Today Arlette attends all congregation meet-
ings. To help her do this, Marie tirelessly
comes to fetch her. Together they make the
75-minute walk each way. Since the Sunday
meeting starts at 8:30 a.m., Marie has to
leave home at 6:30; yet they manage to ar-
rive on time. Arlette hopes to symbolize her
dedication by water baptism shortly. Marie
states: “Anyone who did not see her when she
started to study cannot imagine how much
she has changed. | thank Jehovah very much
for the way he has blessed her.” Marie is cer-
tainly a fine example of self-sacrificing love.

Far Up North

Northern Cameroon is full of contrasts
and surprises. During the rainy season, it is
transformed into a huge, lush garden. But
when the scorching sun takes over, the grass
withers away. At noon, when the sun is at
its zenith and shade is hard to find, sheep
will squeeze themselves against the red-mud
walls of houses. Amid the sand and dry grass,
the only vestiges of greenery are the few
leaves of the baobab trees. Even though these
are not as large as their cousins in the equa-
torial forest, they are just as hardy. Their
ability to endure the harsh environment well
illustrates the zeal and courage of the few
Witnesses who have gone to live in this re-
gion in order to let the light of truth shine.

Some of the congregations in this area are
separated by 300 to 500 miles, and the feel-
ing of isolation is very real. But there is a

great deal of interest. Witnesses from other
areas move here to help. To be effective in
the ministry, they have to learn Foufoulde, a
local dialect.

A Witness from Garoua decided to spend
a few days preaching in his native village,
about 100 miles away. He found some in-
terest, but the high cost of transport pre-
vented him from returning regularly. A few
weeks later, the Witness received a letter
from one of the interested persons begging
him to come and visit again. Still lacking
the money for the fare, he was not able to
go. Imagine how surprised the Witness was
when the person showed up at his home in
Garoua to inform him that ten people in the
village were waiting for his visit!

In another village, near the border with
Chad, a group of 50 interested people have
organized their own Bible study. They ar-
ranged for three of their number to at-
tend meetings in the nearest congregation in
Chad. On returning, these would then con-
duct the Bible study with the whole group.
Indeed, Jesus’ words can well apply here:
“The harvest is great, but the workers are
few. Therefore, beg the Master of the harvest
to send out workers into his harvest.”—Mat-
thew 9:37, 38.

Witnessing in the Cities
After many years of shortage, about two
years ago, the Watchtower and Awake!



magazines became freely available in Cam-
eroon. There is much enthusiasm for and in-
terest in these magazines as many people are
reading them for the first time. A young spe-
cial pioneer couple assigned to one of the cit-
ies placed 86 magazines on their first morn-
ing preaching in their new territory. Some
publishers place up to 250 magazines in a
single month! What is the secret of their suc-
cess? Offer magazines to everyone.

A Witness working in an office open to the
public always leaves magazines out on dis-
play. One woman looked at the magazines
but did not take any. The Witness discerned
her interest and offered her a copy, which she
accepted. He was surprised to see her come
back the following day. She not only wanted
to contribute for the magazine she had tak-
en but also asked for more. Why? Having
been a victim of rape, she had chosen the
magazine on that subject. She had spent the
whole night reading and rereading the ad-
vice given. Feeling much relieved, she want-
ed to know more about Jehovah's Witnesses.

Even small children can share in spread-
ing the Bible's message of hope. When a
six-year-old Witness girl was asked by her
teacher to sing a Catholic hymn, she refused,
stating that she was one of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses. The teacher then asked her to sing
one of her own religion’s songs so that he
could grade her on it. She chose the song en-
titled “God’s Promise of Paradise” and sang
it from memory. The teacher questioned her,
saying: “You mention a paradise in your
song. Where is this paradise?” The girl ex-
plained God’s purpose to establish Paradise
on earth very soon. Surprised by her answer,
he asked her parents for the book she was
studying. He was willing to grade her on this
rather than on what she was being taught
during the lessons on religion. The parents
suggested to the teacher that if he wanted
to grade her correctly, he should first study
himself. A Bible study was started with him.
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Planning a Visit?

In many parts of the world today, people
are indifferent to the Kingdom good news.
Neither God nor the Bible interests them.
Others are paralyzed by fear and simply re-
fuse to respond to any stranger at the door.
All of this is a real challenge to Jehovah's
Witnesses in their ministry. But what a dif-
ference in Cameroon!

Preaching from door to door is a delight
here. Instead of knocking, it is customary to
call out, “Kong, kong, kong.” Then from
inside a voice replies, “Who is it?” after
which we introduce ourselves as Jehovah's
Witnesses. Usually, the parents ask their
children to fetch benches and place them in
the shade of a tree, perhaps a mango tree.
A pleasant time is then spent explaining
what God's Kingdom is and what it will do
to relieve mankind’s woeful condition.

Following just such a discussion, a lady
poured out her heart, saying: “I am dis-
tressed to see that the truth | have been
searching for is not to be found in the
religion I was born into and in which I
have grown old. | thank God that he has
shown me the truth. | was a deacon in
my church. The statue of the Virgin Mary
spends one week in the home of each dea-
con so that each can make requests to her.
As for me, | always asked Mary to help
me to know the truth. Now God has shown
me that the truth is not with her. | thank
Jehovah.”

So if some day you feel the need to ex-
perience the intense joy that can be had
in preaching the good news of God’'s King-
dom, why not visit this part of West Africa?
Besides discovering “Africa in miniature,”
whether by canoe, bush taxi, or bicycle, you
will also be contributing to the “witness
heap” that is being built up in the land of
the “Mountain of God.”



Epaphroditus
Evoy of the Philippiars

IVE him the customary welcome in the

m _  Lord with all joy; and keep holding men of

V »J that sort dear,” wrote Paul to the Philippi-

ans. No doubt we would be happy if a Christian over-

seer were to speak about us in such glowing terms.

(Philippians 2:29) But who was Paul talking about?

And what had the person done to deserve such awarm
recommendation?

The answer to the first question is Epaphroditus. To
answer the second, let us consider the circumstances
that motivated Paul to write these words.

In about 58 C.E., the Philippians heard that Paul
had been dragged outside the temple and beaten by a
vicious mob in Jerusalem, had been arrested by the
authorities, and, after an inconclusive detention, had
been transferred to Rome in chains. (Acts 21:27-33; 24:
27; 27:1) Worried about his well-being, they must have
asked themselves what they could do for him. They
were materially poor and far away from Paul, so the
help they could give was limited. Yet, the warm senti-
ment that moved the Philippians to support his min-
istry in the past was still motivating them; even more
so, since he was in a critical situation.—2 Corinthians
8:1-4; Philippians 4:16.

The Philippians must have considered whether one
of them could visit Paul with a gift and assist him
should he need anything. But it was a long and fatigu-
ing journey, and assisting him might be dangerous!
Joachim Gnilka notes: “Courage was needed to visit a
prisoner, and what is more, one whose ‘crime’ must
have appeared extremely ill-defined.” Writer Brian
Rapske says: “There was the additional danger of sim-
ply being too intimately associated with or sympathet-
ic toward the prisoner or his views.... A chance word
or act might lead not only to the prisoner’s but also the

Map: Mountain High Maps® Copyright © 1995 Digital Wisdom, Inc.; Traveler: Da
originale del Museo della Civiltd Romana, Roma

Atraveler in Roman times
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helper’'s doom.” Who could the Philippians
send?

We may well imagine that a journey of
this kind could have aroused worry and un-
certainty, but Epaphroditus (not to be con-
fused with Epaphras of Colossae) was willing
to carry out that difficult mission. Judg-
ing by his name, which incorporates that of
Aphrodite, he may have been a Gentile con-
vert to Christianity—the son of parents de-
voted to that Greek goddess of love and fer-
tility. When Paul wrote to the Philippians to
thank them for their generosity, he could
rightly describe Epaphroditus as “your en-
voy and private servant for my need.”—Phi-
lippians 2:25.

From what the Bible says about Epaphro-
ditus, we are able to understand that despite
his praiseworthy readiness to use himself in
this service for Paul and his own congre-
gation, Epaphroditus had the same kind of
problems that we might have. Let us consid-
er his example.

“Private Servant for My Need”

We do not know the details, but we can
imagine that Epaphroditus arrived in Rome
tired from his journey. He probably traveled
along the Via Egnatia, a Roman road that
traversed Macedonia. He could have crossed
the Adriatic to the “heel” of the Italian pen-

In Our Next Issue
Is Your Life Controlled by Fate?
The Law Before Christ

Living by the Law of the Christ
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insula and then gone up the Appian Way to
Rome. It was atiring journey (750 miles one
way) that likely took more than a month.
—See box on page 29.

With what spirit did Epaphroditus set
out? He had been sent to render a “pri-
vate service,” or lei-tour-gi‘a, to Paul. (Phi-
lippians 2:30) This Greek word originally
referred to work for the State undertaken
voluntarily by a citizen. Later, it came to
mean that kind of service the State compul-
sorily required of citizens who were particu-
larly qualified to perform it. On the use of
this word in the Greek Scriptures, one schol-
ar says: “The Christian is a man who works
for God and men, first, because he desires to,
with his whole heart, and second, because he
is compelled to, because the love of Christ
constrains him.” Yes, what an excellent spir-
it Epaphroditus showed!

‘He Exposed His Soul to Danger’

Using aword borrowed from the language
of gambling, Paul says that Epaphroditus
had ‘exposed [matnlug his
soul to danger,’ or literally, “gambled” his
life for the service of Christ. (Philippians 2:
30) We need not think that Epaphroditus did
anything foolish; rather, the fulfillment of
his sacred service involved acertain risk. Did
he perhaps attempt the relief mission dur-
ing a harsh time of the year? Did he perse-
vere in the attempt to complete it after fall-
ing ill somewhere along the way? In any case,
Epaphroditus “fell sick nearly to the point of
death.” Perhaps he was to have stayed with
Paul to serve him, so the apostle apparently
wanted to excuse his returning earlier than
expected.—Philippians 2:27.

Nonetheless, Epaphroditus was a coura-
geous person who was willing to expose him-
self altruistically in order to bring aid to
those in need.



The Discomforts of the Journey

These days a journey between two important European cities, similar to that undertaken by
Epaphroditus, might not take great effort. The trip could be comfortably completed in a jet airliner
in an hour or two. It was a completely different story to make such a journey in the first century.
Back then, moving from place to place meant discomfort. A traveler on foot could cover between 18
and 22 miles a day, while exposing himself to the weather and various dangers, including "highway-
men."— 2 Corinthians 11:26.

What about the overnight stops and supplies of provisions?

Historian Michelangelo Cagiano de Azevedo points out that along the Roman roads, "there were
mans/ones, full-fledged hotels, with stores, stables, and accommodations for their staff; between two
successive mans/ones, there were a number of mutationes, or stopover points, where one could
change horses or vehicles and find supplies." These taverns had a terrible reputation since they were
frequented by the lowest of social classes. Besides robbing travelers, innkeepers often supplement-
ed their takings with earnings from prostitutes. The Latin satiric poet Juvenal commented that any
who found themselves constrained to stay in a tavern of that kind may have found themselves "lying
cheek-by-jowl beside a cut-throat, in the company of bargees, thieves, and runaway slaves, beside
hangmen and coffin-makers . . . One cup serves for everybody; no one has a bed to himself, nor
a table apart from the rest." Other ancient writers lamented the bad water and the rooms, which
were overcrowded, dirty, humid, and flea-infested.

We might ask ourselves, ‘To what extent
would I go out of my way to assist my spiritu-
al brothers who are in difficult circumstanc-
es? Such a spirit of readiness is not option-
al for Christians. Jesus said: “l am giving
you a new commandment, that you love one
another; just as | have loved you, that you
also love one another.” (John 13:34) Epaph-
roditus carried out his service “nearly to the
point of death.” Epaphroditus, then, was an
example of a person who had the “mental at-
titude” that Paul encouraged the Philippians
to have. (Philippians 2:5, 8, 30, Kingdom
Interlinear) Would we be prepared to go
that far?

Still, Epaphroditus became depressed.
Why?

His Depression
Put yourself in Epaphroditus’ place. Paul
reported: “He is longing to see all of you and
is depressed because you heard he had fallen

sick.” (Philippians 2:26) Epaphroditus knew
that the brothers in his congregation were
aware that he was ill and had not been able to
assist Paul in the way that they had hoped.
Infact, it might seem that Epaphroditus had
created more worries for Paul. Did physi-
cian Luke, Paul's companion, have to neglect
other matters to take care of Epaphroditus?
—Philippians 2:27, 28; Colossians 4:14.
Likely as a consequence, Epaphroditus be-
came depressed. Perhaps he imagined that
brothers in his congregation were consider-
ing him incompetent. Maybe he was feeling
guilty and was “longing” to see them to re-
assure them of his faithfulness. Paul used a
very strong Greek word, a-de-mo-ne'o, “to be
depressed,” to describe Epaphroditus’ condi-
tion. According to scholar J. B. Lightfoot,
this word can indicate “the confused, rest-
less, half-distracted state, which is produced
by physical derangement, or by mental dis-
tress, as grief, shame, disappointment, etc.”
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The only other use of this word in the Greek
Scriptures relates to Jesus’ acute agony in
the garden of Gethsemane.—Matthew 26:37.

Paul concluded that the best thing would
be to send Epaphroditus back to the Philippi-
ans with a letter explaining the unexpected
return of their envoy. In saying, “I consider it
necessary to send to you Epaphroditus,” Paul
is assuming the responsibility for his return,
thus dispelling any possible suspicion that
Epaphroditus had failed. (Philippians 2:25)
On the contrary, Epaphroditus nearly lost
his life in order to complete his mission! Paul
warmly recommends that they “give him the
customary welcome in the Lord with all joy;
and keep holding men of that sort dear, be-
cause on account of the Lord’s work he came
quite near to death, exposing his soul to dan-
ger, that he might fully make up for your not
being here to render private service to me.”
—Philippians 2:29, 30.

“Keep Holding Men
of That Sort Dear”

Men and women of the same mental atti-
tude as Epaphroditus are truly to be appre-
ciated. They sacrifice themselves in order to
serve. Think of those who have offered them-
selves to serve far away from home as mis-

*

*

sionaries, traveling overseers, or at one of
the branch offices of the Watch Tower Soci-
ety. If age or declining health now prevents
some from doing what they once did, they de-
serve respect and esteem for their years of
faithful service.

Nonetheless, a debilitating illness may be
a source of depression or guilt feelings. One
would like to do more. How frustrating! Any
who find themselves in such a situation can
learn from Epaphroditus. After all, was it
his fault that he had fallen sick? Certainly
not! (Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 5:12) Epaph-
roditus desired to serve God and his broth-
ers, but sickness limited him.

Paul did not reprove Epaphroditus because
of his indisposition but told the Philippi-
ans to stay close by his side. Likewise, we
should comfort our brothers when they are
downhearted. Usually we can praise them
for their faithful example of service. That
Paul appreciated Epaphroditus, speaking so
well of him, must have consoled him, alle-
viating his depression. We too can be sure
that ‘God is not unrighteous so as to forget
our work and the love we have showed for
his name, in that we have ministered to the
holy ones and continue ministering.'—He-
brews 6:10.

*

QUESTIONS FROM READERS

The reports for some years show that
the number partaking of the Memorial
emblems increased slightly. Does this
suggest that many new ones are being
anointed with holy spirit?

There is good reason to believe that the num-
ber of 144,000 anointed Christians was complete
decades ago.

At Acts 2:1-4, we read about the first ones in
that limited group: "Now while the day of the fes-
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tival of Pentecost was in progress they were all
together at the same place, and suddenly there
occurred from heaven a noise just like that of a
rushing stiff breeze, and it filled the whole house
in which they were sitting. And tongues as if of
fire became visible to them and were distributed
about, and one sat upon each one of them, and
they all became filled with holy spirit and started
to speak with different tongues, just as the spirit
was granting them to make utterance."



After that, Jehovah selected
others, and he anointed them
with his holy spirit Thousands
were added in the very ear-
ly years of Christianity. At the
Memorial celebration in our
time, the speaker often calls
attention to the apostle Paul's
words at Romans 8:15-17,
which mention that the anoint-
ed 'receive a spirit of adoption
as sons." Paul added that the
holy spirit they receive 'bears
witness with their spirit, that they are God's chil-
dren, joint heirs with Christ.' Those who truly have
this spirit-anointing know it with certainty. It is not
a mere wish or a reflection of an emotional and
unrealistic view of themselves.

We understand that this heavenly calling con-
tinued down through the centuries, though during
the so-called Dark Ages, there may have been
times when the number of anointed ones were
very few.* With the reestablishment of true Chris-
tianity near the end of the last century, more
were called and chosen. But it seems that in the
mid-1930's, the full number of the 144,000 was
basically completed. Thus there began to appear
a group of loyal Christians with the earthly hope.
Jesus termed such "other sheep,” who unite in
worship with the anointed as one approved flock.
— John 10:14-16.

The facts over the decades reflect both the
completion of the calling of the anointed and Je-
hovah's blessing on the growing "great crowd,"
who hope to survive "the great tribulation." (Rev-
elation 7:9, 14) For example, at the Memorial
celebration in 1935, attended by 63,146, those
partaking of the emblems in evidence of their
profession to be anointed numbered 52,465.
Thirty years later, or in 1965, the attendance
was 1,933,089, while the partakers decreased
to 11,550. Moving 30 years closer, in 1995
the attendance jumped to 13,147,201, but only

* See Tre Watchtower of March 15, 1965, pages 191-2.

8,645 partook of the bread
and the wine. (1 Corinthians
11:23-26) Clearly, as the de-
cades passed, the number of
those professing to be of the
remnant greatly decreased
—some 52,400 in 1935; 11,-
500 in 1965; 8,600 in 1995.
However, those with earthly
hopes have been blessed, and
their number has increased
abundantly.

The most recent published
report is for the year 1995, and it shows 28 more
partakers than in the preceding year though the
ratio of partakers to those attending did actually
drop. On balance, that a few more chose to par-
take of the emblems is no cause for concern. Over
the years some, even ones newly baptized, have
suddenly begun to partake. In a number of cases,
after a while they acknowledged that this was an
error. Some have recognized that they partook as
an emotional response to perhaps physical or
mental strain. But they came to see that they real-
ly were not called to heavenly life. They asked for
God's merciful understanding. And they continue
to serve him as fine, loyal Christians, having the
hope of everlasting life on earth.

There is no need for any of us to be concerned
if a person begins to partake of the emblems or
ceases to do so. It really is not up to us whether
someone actually has been anointed with holy
spirit and called to heavenly life or not. Recall Je-
sus' solid assurance: "I am the fine shepherd,
and | know my sheep." Just as assuredly, Jehovah
knows those whom he has chosen as spiritual sons.
There is every reason to believe that the number
of anointed ones will continue to decline as ad-
vanced age and unforeseen occurrences end their
earthly lives. Yet, even as these truly anointed
ones prove faithful till death, in line for the crown
of life, the other sheep, who have washed their
robes in the blood of the Lamb, can look for-
ward to surviving the impending great tribulation.
— 2 Timothy 4:6-8; Revelation 2:10.

The Watchtower—August i5, 996 31



to by P. Almasy

Alternatives to Blood

A PPROXIMATELY 200 specialists from around
X \ the United States met in Cleveland, Ohio,
AN on Saturday, October 7, 1995, to discuss
a subject of increasing interest to the medical
field: bloodless medicine and surgery.

Several challenging circumstances were dis-
cussed. For example, what if a patient suffers
from acute anemia? How can a baby that is
born extremely prematurely be treated without
blood? Can heart surgery be performed success-
fully without transfusions? Interestingly, bloodless
surgery— often employing techniques that help
the body to build up its own blood supply— has
already been applied in all these situations with
good results.*

Why is there a need for alternatives to blood
transfusions? "We have learned that blood trans-
fusions often pass along diseases, especially
hepatitis," says Sharon Vernon, director of the

* See Awake! issues of November 22, 1993, pages 24-7, and
January 22, 1996, page 31.

Center for Bloodless Medicine and Surgery at
St Vincent Charity Hospital in Cleveland. She
continues: "Even when blood doesn't pass an
infection it can suppress the patient's immune re-
sponse." Although transmission of AIDS has been
reduced through screening, there are still many
diseases that can go undetected by such tests.
And in spite of the need for greater preparation,
bloodless surgery proves cost-effective for hospi-
tals, as it eliminates the legal problems that may
result when patients receive tainted blood.

To Jehovah's Witnesses, there is a more im-
portant reason for avoiding taking in blood:
God's law forbids it (Acts 15:29) Still, they want
to receive the best medical treatment possible.
Thus, they have cooperated with doctors who
are spearheading research into nonblood medical
treatment. Such benefits not only Jehovah's Wit-
nesses but also many others who are concerned
about the dangers of blood transfusions.



