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G O D , the STATE, and Y O U

"Church and State Face 
in Referendum on Divorce in Ireland"

THIS headline in The N ew  York Tim es illus­
trates how people today may be confronted 
with a choice between what the State wants 
and what their church teaches.

The article stated: “With less than a month be­
fore a referendum on whether to abolish its con­
stitutional ban on divorce, overwhelmingly Ro­
man Catholic Ireland is witnessing a rare clash

between the leaders of its 
Government and those of its 
church.” The State pro­
posed the removal of the 
ban on divorce, whereas the 
Catholic Church strongly 
opposes divorce and remar­
riage. Irish Catholics had to 
choose between Church and 
State. As it turned out, the 
State won by a narrow 
margin.

More dramatically, for 
many years people in Northern Ireland have been 
faced with a bitter conflict over national sovereign­
ty. Many have been killed. Roman Catholics and 
Protestants have had opposing views on which
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State to submit to: continued British rule 
in Northern Ireland or a centralized gov­
ernment for the whole of Ireland.

Similarly, in what was Yugoslavia, the 
ruling authorities have required members 
of different faiths, including the Catholic 
and the Orthodox, to fight in a battle for 
territory. For average citizens, where did 
their first duty lie? Were they to follow 
those who claimed to represent the State, 
or were they to obey God, who says: “You

must not murder . . . You must love your 
neighbor as yourself”?—Romans 13:9.

You may think that this kind of situation 
may never affect you. But it could. In fact, 
it may concern you even now. In his book 
The State in the New Testament, theolo­
gian Oscar Cullmann speaks of “life-and- 
death decisions modern Christians must or 
may be called upon to make in desperate 
situations when threatened by totalitari­
an governments.” However, he also speaks 

of “the equally real and 
important responsibility 
of every Christian—also 
the Christian living un­
der so-called ‘norm al,’ 
‘everyday’ conditions—to 
face and answer a serious 
problem which confronts 
him simply because he is 
a Christian.”

So should the relation­
ship between relig ion  
and the State interest 
Christians today? It cer­
tainly should. From the 
earliest tim es, C hris­
tians have tried to culti­
vate a balanced view  
of secular authorities. 
T heir L eader, Jesus 
Christ, was judged, con­
demned, and executed 
by the Roman State. His 
disciples had to recon­
cile their Christian obli­
gations with their duties 
to the Roman Empire. A 
review of their relation­
ship with the authorities 
will, therefore, provide 
gu idelin es for  C h ris ­
tians today.
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EARLY C H RISTIA N ITY  
and the STATE

•.V ■sft

Musei Capitolini, Roma

Caesar N ero, o f whom  
Peter w rote: "H ave honor 
for the king"

A FEW hours before his death, Jesus told 
his disciples: “You are no part of the 
world, but I have chosen you out of the 
world, on this account the world hates 

you.” (John 15:19) Does this mean, though, that 
Christians would adopt a hostile attitude toward 
the authorities of this world?

Not Worldly but Not Hostile
The apostle Paul told Christians living in Rome: 

“Let every soul be in subjection to the superior au­
thorities.” (Romans 13:1) Similarly, the apostle 
Peter wrote: “For the Lord’s sake subject your­
selves to every human creation: whether to a 
king as being superior or to governors as being 
sent by him to inflict punishment on evildoers 
but to praise doers of good.” (1 Peter 2:13,14) 
Subjection to the State and its duly appointed 
representatives was clearly an accepted princi­

ple among the early Christians. They en­
deavored to be law-abiding citizens and to 

live peaceably with all men.—Romans 12:18. 
Under the topic “Church and State,” E n ­

cyclopedia o f  Religion  declares: “In the first 
three centuries AD the Christian church was
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largely isolated from official Roman soci­
e ty . .  . Nevertheless, Christian leaders . . . 
taught obedience to Roman law and loyalty 
to the emperor, within the limits set by the 
Christian faith.”

Honor, Not Worship
Christians were not hostile to the Roman 

emperor. They respected his authority and 
paid him the honor that was due his rank. 
During the rule of Emperor Nero, the apos­
tle Peter wrote to Christians living in vari­
ous parts of the Roman Empire: “Honor men 
of all sorts, . . . have honor for the king.” 
(1 Peter 2:17) The word “king” was used in 
the Greek-speaking world not only for local 
kings but also for the Roman emperor. The 
apostle Paul counseled Christians living in 
the capital of the Roman Empire: “Render 
to all their dues, . . .  to him who calls for 
honor, such honor.” (Romans 13:7) The Ro­

man emperor most certainly called for hon­
or. In time, he even called for worship. Here, 
though, the early Christians drew the line.

At his trial before a Roman proconsul in 
the second century C.E., Polycarp reported­
ly declared: “I am a Christian. . . . We are 
taught to give all due honour. . .  to the pow­
ers and authorities which are ordained of 
God.” Polycarp chose, however, to die rather 
than worship the emperor. Second-century 
apologist Theophilus of Antioch wrote: “I 
will rather honor the emperor, not indeed 
worshipping him, but praying for him. But 
God, the living and true God I worship.” 

Appropriate prayers concerning the em­
peror were in no way connected with emper­
or worship or with nationalism. The apostle 
Paul explained their purpose: “ I there­
fore exhort, first of all, that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, offerings of thanks, 
be made concerning all sorts of men, con­
cerning kings and all those who are in high 
station; in order that we may go on leading 
a calm and quiet life with full godly devo­
tion and seriousness.”— 1 Timothy 2:1, 2.

“On the Edge 
of Society”

This resp ectfu l 
conduct on the part of 

the early Christians did not 
bring them the friendship of 

the world in which they lived. 
French historian A. Hamman re­

lates that the early Christians “lived 
on the edge of society.” They actually 

lived on the edge of two societies, the 
Jewish and the Roman, encountering 
much prejudice and misunderstanding 
from both.

For example, when he was falsely ac­
cused by Jewish leaders, the apostle Paul 
stated in his defense before the Roman 
governor: “Neither against the Law of the
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Jews nor against the temple nor 
against Caesar have I committed 
any sin. . . .  I appeal to Caesar!”
(Acts 25:8, 11) Conscious that the 
Jews were plotting to kill him,
Paul appealed to Nero, thus rec­
ognizing the Roman emperor’s au­
thority. Subsequently, at his first 
trial in Rome, it appears that Paul 
was acquitted. But he was later 
imprisoned again, and tradition 
has it that he was executed at 
Nero’s orders.

Concerning the difficult posi­
tion of the early Christians in Ro­
man society, sociologist and theo­
logian Ernst Troeltsch wrote: “All 
offices and callings were barred 
which had any connection with 
idol-worship, or with the worship 
of the Emperor, or those which 
had anything to do with blood­
shed or with capital punishment, 
or those which would bring Chris­
tians into contact with pagan im­
morality.” Did this stance leave no 
place for a peaceful and mutually 
respectful relationship between Christians 
and the State?

Paying Caesar His “Dues”
Jesus provided a formula that would gov­

ern Christian conduct toward the Roman 
State or, for that matter, any other gov­
ernment, when he declared: “Pay back . . . 
Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s things 
to God.” (Matthew 22:21) This counsel to 
Jesus’ followers was in stark contrast with 
the attitude of many nationalistic Jews who 
resented Roman domination and contested 
the lawfulness of paying taxes to a foreign 
power.

Later, Paul told Christians living in Rome: 
“There is therefore compelling reason for

Early Christians w ere peaceful, honest, 
taxpaying citizens

you people to be in subjection, not only on ac­
count of that wrath but also on account of 
your conscience. For that is why you are also 
paying taxes; for they [governmental “supe­
rior authorities”] are God’s public servants 
constantly serving this very purpose. Ren­
der to all their dues, to him who calls for 
the tax, the tax; to him who calls for the 
tribute, the tribute.” (Romans 13:5-7) While 
Christians were no part of the world, they 
were duty-bound to be honest, tax-paying 
citizens, paying the State for services ren­
dered.—John 17:16.

But are Jesus’ words limited to paying 
taxes? Since Jesus did not define exactly
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what is Caesar’s and what is God’s, there 
are borderline cases that must be decid­
ed according to the context or according to 
our understanding of the entire Bible. In 
other words, deciding what things a Chris­
tian can pay Caesar would sometimes in­
volve the Christian’s conscience, as enlight­
ened by Bible principles.

A Careful Balance Between 
Two Competing Claims

Many people tend to forget that after 
stating that Caesar’s things should be paid 
back to him, Jesus added: “But [pay back] 
God’s things to God.” The apostle Peter 
showed where the priority lies for Chris­
tians. Immediately after counseling submis­
sion to the “king,” or emperor, and his “gov­
ernors,” Peter wrote: “Be as free people, 
and yet holding your freedom, not as a blind 
for badness, but as slaves of God. Honor men 
of all sorts, have love for the whole associa­
tion of brothers, be in fear of God, have hon­
or for the king.” (1 Peter 2:16,17) The apos­
tle showed that Christians are slaves of God, 
not of a human ruler. While they should 
show proper honor and respect for represen­
tatives of the State, they are to do so in the 
fear of God, whose laws are supreme.

Years earlier Peter had left no doubt as 
to the preeminence of God’s law over man’s. 
The Jewish Sanhedrin was an administra­
tive body to which the Romans had granted 
both civil and religious authority. When it 
ordered Jesus’ followers to stop teaching in 
Christ’s name, Peter and the other apostles 
replied respectfully but firmly: “We must 
obey God as ruler rather than men.” (Acts 
5:29) Clearly, the early Christians had to 
maintain a careful balance between obedi­
ence to God and proper submission to hu­
man authorities. Tertullian put it this way 
early in the third century C.E.: “If all is Cae­
sar’s, what will remain for God?”

Compromise With the State
As time went by, the position adopted by 

the first-century Christians in relation to 
the State gradually weakened. The aposta­
sy foretold by Jesus and the apostles blos­
somed in the second and third centuries C.E. 
(Matthew 13:37, 38; Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Thes- 
salonians 2:3-12; 2 Peter 2:1-3) Apostate 
Christianity made compromises with the 
Roman world, adopted its pagan festivals 
and its philosophy, and accepted not only 
civil service but also military service.

Professor Troeltsch wrote: “From the 
third century onwards the situation grew 
more difficult, for the Christians became 
more numerous in the higher ranks of Soci­
ety and in the more eminent professions, 
in the army and in official circles. In sev­
eral passages in the [non-Biblical] Chris­
tian writings there are indignant protests 
against participation in these things; on 
the other hand, we also find attempts to 
compromise—arguments designed to quiet 
uneasy consciences . . . From the time of 
Constantine these difficulties disappeared; 
friction between Christians and pagans 
ceased, and all offices in the State were 
thrown open.”

Toward the end of the fourth centu­
ry C.E., this adulterated, compromising 
form of Christianity became the State reli­
gion of the Roman Empire.

Throughout its history, Christendom 
—represented by the Catholic, Orthodox, 
and Protestant Churches—has continued to 
compromise with the State, getting deeply 
involved in its politics and supporting it in 
its wars. Many sincere church members who 
have been shocked by this would doubtless 
be pleased to know that there are Chris­
tians today who hold to the position of the 
first-century Christians in their relation­
ship with the State. The following two arti­
cles will discuss the matter in more detail.
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G o d  a n d  Caesar
“By all  m e a n s ,then, pay back Caesar’s things to Caesar,

but G od’s things to God. " — LUKE 20:25.

WHEN Jesus Christ gave that in­
struction, there was no doubt 
in his mind that God’s claims 

on His servants take precedence over any­
thing that Caesar, or the State, may re­
quire of them. Jesus knew better than 
anyone the truthfulness o f the psalm­
ist’s prayer to Jehovah: “Your kingship 
is a kingship for all times indefinite, and 
your dominion [sovereignty]* is through-

* See Psalm 103:22, footnote.
1. (a) W hat is Jehovah's elevated position? 
(b) What do we owe to Jehovah that we can nev­
er give to Caesar?

out all successive generations.” (Psalm 145: 
13) When the Devil offered Jesus authori­
ty over all the kingdoms of the inhabited 
earth, Jesus replied: “It is written, ‘It is Je­
hovah your God you must worship, and it 
is to him alone you must render sacred ser­
vice.’ ” (Luke 4:5-8) Worship could never be 
given to “Caesar,” whether Caesar is the 
Roman emperor, some other human ruler, 
or the State itself.

2 Jesus did not deny that the kingdoms

2. (a) What is Satan’s position relative to this 
world? (b) With whose permission does Satan oc­
cupy his position?
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of the world were Satan’s to give. Later, 
he called Satan “the ruler of this world.” 
(John 12:31; 16:11) Toward the end of the 
first century C.E., the apostle John wrote: 
“We know we originate with God, but 
the whole world is lying in the pow 
er of the wicked one.” (1 John 
5:19) This does not mean that 
Jehovah has relinquished his 
sovereignty over the earth.
Remember that Satan, when 
offering Jesus rulership over 
the political kingdoms, stat­
ed: “I will give you all this au­
thority . . .  because it has been 
delivered to me.” (Luke 4:6) Sa­
tan exercises authority over the 
kingdoms of the world only by 
God’s permission.

3 Similarly, the State exercis­
es its authority only because God 
as Sovereign Ruler permits it to 
do so. (John 19:11) Thus, “the ex­
isting authorities” can be said to 
“stand placed in their relative 
positions by God.” Relative 
to Jehovah ’s suprem e 
sovereign  authority, 
theirs is by far a less­
er authority. However, 
they are “God’s min­
ister,” “God’s public 
servants,” in that they 
provide necessary ser­
vices, m aintain law 
and order, and punish 
evildoers. (Romans 13:
1, 4, 6) So Christians 
need to understand

that just because Satan is the invisible rul­
er of this world, or system, they are not 
subjecting themselves to him when they 
recognize their relative subjection to the 

State. They are obeying God. In 
this year, 1996, the political 

State is still a part of 
“ the arrangement of 

God,” a temporary 
arrangement that 
God permits to ex­
ist, and it should 
be recognized as 
such by Jehovah’s 
earthly servants. 
—Romans 13:2.

When Satan offered  
him political pow er, 
Jesus turned it down
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Jehovah’s Servants 
of Old and the State

4 In pre-Christian times, Jehovah per­
mitted some of his servants to occupy 
prominent positions in State governments. 
For example, in the 18th century B.C.E., 
Joseph became prime minister of Egypt, 
second only to the reigning Pharaoh. (Gen­
esis 41:39-43) Subsequent events made it 
evident that Jehovah maneuvered this so 
that Joseph could serve as an instrument 
in preserving the ‘seed of Abraham,’ his 
descendants, for the outworking of His pur­
poses. Of course, it should be borne in mind 
that Joseph was sold into slavery in Egypt, 
and he lived at a time when God’s servants 
had neither the Mosaic Law nor “the law of 
the Christ.”—Genesis 15:5-7; 50:19-21; Ga­
latians 6:2.

5 Centuries later the faithful prophet 
Jeremiah was inspired by Jehovah to tell 
Jewish exiles to submit to the rulers when 
in exile in Babylon and even to pray for the 
peace of that city. In his letter to them, he 
wrote: “This is what Jehovah of armies, the 
God of Israel, has said to all the exiled peo­
ple, . . .  ‘Seek the peace of the city to which 
I have caused you to go into exile, and pray 
in its behalf to Jehovah, for in its peace 
there will prove to be peace for you your­
selves.’ ” (Jeremiah 29:4, 7) At all times Je­
hovah’s people have reason to “seek peace” 
for themselves and the nation where they 
live, in order to have freedom to worship 
Jehovah.— 1 Peter 3:11.

6 During the Babylonian exile, Daniel

4. Why did Jehovah allow Joseph to become 
prominent in the government of Egypt?
5. Why were Jewish exiles commanded to “seek 
the peace” of Babylon?
6. Although given high governmental positions, 
in what ways did Daniel and his three compan­
ions refuse to compromise with regard to Jeho­
vah’s Law?

and three other faithful Jews who were 
captives in slavery to Babylon submitted 
to State training and became high-ranking 
civil servants in Babylonia. (Daniel 1:3-7; 
2:48, 49) However, even during their train­
ing, they took a firm position on dietary 
matters that could have led them to break 
the Law that their God, Jehovah, had pro­
vided through Moses. For this they were 
blessed. (Daniel 1:8-17) When King Neb­
uchadnezzar set up a State image, Dan­
iel’s three Hebrew companions apparent­
ly were compelled to attend the ceremony 
with their fellow State administrators. 
Nevertheless, they refused to “fall down 
and worship” the State idol. Again, Jeho­
vah rewarded their integrity. (Daniel 3:1-6, 
13-28) Similarly today, Jehovah’s Witness­
es respect the flag of the nation in which 
they live, but they will not perform an 
act of worship toward it.—Exodus 20:4, 5; 
1 John 5:21.

7 After the fall of the Neo-Babylonian 
dynasty, Daniel was given a high-ranking 
governmental post under the new Medo- 
Persian regime that replaced it in Babylon. 
(Daniel 5:30, 31; 6:1-3) But he did not allow 
his high position to lead him into compro­
mising his integrity. When a State law re­
quired that he worship King Darius rath­
er than Jehovah, he refused. For this he 
was thrown to the lions, but Jehovah deliv­
ered him. (Daniel 6:4-24) Of course, this 
was in pre-Christian times. Once the Chris­
tian congregation was established, God’s 
servants came “under law toward Christ.” 
Many things that were permitted under 
the Jewish system were to be viewed dif­
ferently, based on the way in which Jehovah

7. (a) What fine stand did Daniel take, despite 
having an elevated position in Babylon’s govern­
mental structure? (b) What changes came about 
in Christian times?
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was now dealing with his people.— 1 Corin­
thians 9:21; Matthew 5:31, 32; 19:3-9.

Jesus’ Attitude Toward the State
8 When Jesus Christ was on earth, he set 

higher standards for his followers, and he 
refused all involvement in political or mil­
itary matters. After Jesus had miraculous­
ly fed several thousand people with a few 
loaves of bread and two small fish, Jewish 
men wanted to seize him and make him 
a political king. But Jesus avoided them 
by quickly withdrawing to the mountains. 
(John 6:5-15) Regarding this incident, 
New International Commentary on the 
New Testament states: “There were fierce 
nationalistic longings among the Jews of 
that period, and doubtless many of those 
who saw the miracle felt that here was 
a divinely accredited leader, who was just 
the one to lead them against the Romans. 
So they set themselves to make him king.” 
It adds that Jesus “decisively rejected” 
this offer of political leadership. Christ 
gave no support to any Jewish insurrec­
tion against Roman domination. Indeed, he 
foretold what would be the result of the re­
volt that would take place after his death 
—untold woes for the inhabitants of Je­
rusalem and the destruction of that city. 
—Luke 21:20-24.

9 Shortly before his death, Jesus told the 
special representative of the Roman em­
peror in Judea: “My kingdom is no part of 
this world. If my kingdom were part of this 
world, my attendants would have fought 
that I should not be delivered up to the 
Jews. But, as it is, my kingdom is not from

8. What incident shows that Jesus was deter­
mined to avoid political involvement?
9. (a) How did Jesus describe the relationship of 
his Kingdom to the world? (b) What guidance 
did Jesus give his followers as to their dealings 
with the governments of the world?

this source.” (John 18:36) Until his King­
dom puts an end to the rule of political 
governments, Christ’s disciples follow his 
example. They render obedience to those 
established authorities but do not inter­
fere in their political undertakings. (Dan­
iel 2:44; Matthew 4:8-10) Jesus left guide­
lines for his disciples, stating: “Pay back, 
therefore, Caesar’s things to Caesar, but 
God’s things to God.” (Matthew 22:21) Ear­
lier, in his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
had said: “If someone under authority im­
presses you into service for a mile, go with 
him two miles.” (Matthew 5:41) In the con­
text of this sermon, Jesus was illustrating 
the principle of willing submission to le­
gitimate demands, whether in human rela­
tions or in governmental requirements that 
are in harmony with God’s law.—Luke 6: 
27-31; John 17:14, 15.

Christians and Caesar
10 These brief guidelines were to govern 

the relationship between Christians and 
the State. In his book The Rise of Chris­
tianity, historian E. W. Barnes wrote: 
“Whenever, for centuries to come, a Chris­
tian was in doubt as to his duty towards 
the State, he turned to Christ’s authorita­
tive teaching. He would pay taxes: the dues 
levied might be heavy—they became in­
tolerable before the collapse of the West­
ern Empire—but the Christian would en­
dure them. He would likewise accept all 
other State obligations, provided he was 
not called upon to render unto Caesar the 
things that belonged to God.”

11 It was in line with this that, a lit-

10. According to one historian, what conscien­
tious position did the early Christians hold with 
regard to Caesar?
11. How did Paul counsel Christians to deal with 
worldly rulers?
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Russell w rote that true Christians 
"should be found amongst the most 

law-abiding o f the present tim e"

tie over 20 years after Christ’s death, the 
apostle Paul told the Christians in Rome: 
“Let every soul be in subjection to the su­
perior authorities.” (Romans 13:1) About 
ten years later, shortly before his second 
imprisonment and his execution in Rome, 
Paul wrote to Titus: “Continue reminding 
them [Cretan Christians] to be in subjec­
tion and be obedient to governments and 
authorities as rulers, to be ready for every 
good work, to speak injuriously of no one, 
not to be belligerent, to be reasonable, ex­
hibiting all mildness toward all men.”—Ti­
tus 3:1, 2.

Progressive Understanding 
of “the Superior Authorities”

12 As early as 1886, Charles Taze Rus­
sell wrote in the book The Plan of the 
Ages: “Neither Jesus nor the Apostles in­
terfered with earthly rulers in any way. 
. . . They taught the Church to obey the 
laws, and to respect those in authority be­
cause of their office, . . .  to pay their ap­
pointed taxes, and except where they con­
flict with God’s laws (Acts 4:19; 5:29) to 
offer no resistance to any established law. 
(Rom. 13:1-7; Matt. 22:21) Jesus and the 
Apostles and the early church were all law- 
abiding, though they were separate from, 
and took no share in the governments of 
this world.” This book correctly identified 
“the higher powers,” or “the superior au­
thorities,” mentioned by the apostle Paul, 
as human governmental authorities. (Ro-

12. (a) What did Charles Taze Russell view as 
the proper position of a Christian relative to the 
governmental authorities? (b) Regarding serving 
in the armed forces, what varied positions did 
anointed Christians take during World War I?

mans 13:1, King James Version) In 1904 
the book The New Creation stated that 
true Christians “should be found amongst 
the most law-abiding of the present time 
—not agitators, not quarrelsome, not fault­
finders.” This was understood by some to 
mean total submission to the powers that 
be, even to the point of accepting service 
in the armed forces during World War I. 
Others, however, viewed it as contrary to 
Jesus’ statement: “All those who take the 
sword will perish by the sword.” (Matthew 
26:52) Obviously, a clearer understanding 
of Christian submission to the superior au­
thorities was needed.

13 In 1929, at a time when laws of var­
ious governments were beginning to for­
bid things that God commands or demand 
things that God’s laws forbid, it was felt 
that the higher powers must be Jehovah

13. What change in understanding of the iden­
tity of the higher powers was presented in 1929, 
and how did this prove beneficial?
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God and Jesus Christ.* This was the un­
derstanding Jehovah’s servants had during 
the crucial period before and during World 
War II and on into the Cold War, with 
its balance of terror and its military pre­
paredness. Looking back, it must be said 
that this view of things, exalting as it did 
the supremacy of Jehovah and his Christ, 
helped God’s people to maintain an uncom­
promisingly neutral stand throughout this 
difficult period.

Relative Submission
14 In 1961 the New World Translation 

of the Holy Scriptures was completed. 
Its preparation had required an in-depth 
study of the textual language of the Scrip­
tures. The precise translation of the words 
used not only in Romans chapter 13 but 
also in such passages as Titus 3:1, 2 and 
1 Peter 2:13, 17 made it evident that the

* The Watchtower, June 1 and 15, 1929.

14. How was increased light shed on Romans 13: 
1, 2 and related scriptures in 1962?

Can You Explain?
□  W hy does subjection to the superior 

authorities not mean subjection to 
Satan?

□  What was Jesus' attitude toward the 
politics o f his day?

□  W hat counsel did Jesus give his 
followers as to their dealings with 
Caesar?

□  How did Paul counsel Christians to 
deal with the rulers of the nations?

□  How has the understanding of the 
identity o f the superior authorities 
developed over the years?

term “superior authorities” referred, not 
to the Supreme Authority, Jehovah, and to 
his Son, Jesus, but to human governmen­
tal authorities. In late 1962, articles were 
published in The Watchtower that gave 
an accurate explanation of Romans chapter 
13 and also provided a clearer view than 
that held at the time of C. T. Russell. These 
articles pointed out that Christian subjec­
tion to the authorities cannot be total. It 
must be relative, subject to its not bring­
ing God’s servants into conflict with God’s 
laws. Further articles in The Watchtower 
have emphasized this important point.*

15 This key to the correct understand­
ing of Romans chapter 13 has enabled Je­
hovah’s people to balance due respect for 
the political authorities with an uncompro­
mising stand on vital Scriptural principles. 
(Psalm 97:11; Jeremiah 3:15) It has allowed 
them to have a proper view of their rela­
tionship with God and their dealings with 
the State. It has ensured that while they 
pay back Caesar’s things to Caesar, they 
do not neglect to pay back God’s things 
to God.

16 But just what are Caesar’s things? 
What legitimate claims can the State make 
on a Christian? These questions will be con­
sidered in the following article.

* See The Watchtower, November 1 and 15, De­
cember 1,1962; November 1,1990; February 1,1993; 
July 1, 1994.

Interestingly, in his commentary on Romans chap­
ter 13, Professor F. F. Bruce writes: “It is plain from 
the immediate context, as from the general context 
of the apostolic writings, that the state can rightly 
command obedience only within the limits of the 
purposes for which it has been divinely instituted 
—in particular, the state not only may but must be 
resisted when it demands the allegiance due to God 
alone.”

15, 16. (a) What better balance did the new 
understanding of Romans chapter 13 lead to? 
(b) What questions remain to be answered?
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Paying  back  Caesar ’s 
th in g s to  Caesar

“Render to a ll their dues. " — RO M AN S 13:7.

A  CCORDING to Jesus, there are things
i-\  we owe to God and things we owe to 

JL JL Caesar, or the State. Jesus said: “Pay 
back Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s 
things to God.” In these few words, he con­
founded his enemies and neatly summed up 
the balanced attitude we must have in our 
relationship with God and in our dealings 
with the State. No wonder that his listeners 
“began to marvel at him”!—Mark 12:17.

2 Of course, the first concern of Jehovah’s 
servants is that they pay back God’s things 
to God. (Psalm 116:12-14) In doing so, how­
ever, they do not forget that Jesus said that 
they must render certain things to Cae­
sar. Their Bible-trained consciences require 
that they consider prayerfully to what ex­
tent they can pay back what Caesar calls 
for. (Romans 13:7) In modern times, many 
jurists have recognized that governmental 
power has limits and that people and gov­
ernments everywhere are bound by natu­
ral law.

3 The apostle Paul referred to this nat­
ural law when he wrote about people of 
the world: “What may be known about God 
is manifest among them, for God made it 
manifest to them. For his invisible qualities

1, 2. (a) According to Jesus, how should Chris­
tians balance their obligations to God and to 
Caesar? (b) What is the first concern of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses?
3, 4. What interesting comments have been 
made about natural law, revealed law, and hu­
man law?

are clearly seen from the world’s creation 
onward, because they are perceived by the 
things made, even his eternal power and 
Godship, so that they are inexcusable.” If 
they will respond to it, natural law will even 
move the consciences of these unbelievers. 
Thus, Paul further said: “Whenever peo­
ple of the nations that do not have law do by 
nature the things of the law, these people, 
although not having law, are a law to them­
selves. They are the very ones who demon­
strate the matter of the law to be written in 
their hearts, while their conscience is bear­
ing witness with them.”—Romans 1:19, 20; 
2:14, 15.

4 In the 18th century, the renowned En­
glish jurist William Blackstone wrote: “This 
law of nature [natural law], being co-eval 
with [the same age as] mankind and dic­
tated by God himself, is of course supe­
rior in obligation to any other. It is bind­
ing over all the globe, in all countries, and 
at all times: no human laws are of any va­
lidity, if contrary to this.” Blackstone went 
on to speak of “revealed law,” as found in 
the Bible, and he commented: “Upon these 
two foundations, the law of nature and the 
law of revelation, depend all human laws; 
that is to say, no human laws should be suf­
fered [allowed] to contradict these.” This 
is in harmony with what Jesus said about 
God and Caesar, as recorded at Mark 12:17. 
Clearly, there are areas where God limits 
what Caesar can require of a Christian. The 
Sanhedrin strayed into just such an area
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The apostles told the Sanhedrin: "W e must 
ob ey  G od as ruler rather than

when they commanded the apostles to stop 
preaching about Jesus. Hence, the apostles 
correctly responded: “We must obey God as 
ruler rather than men.”—Acts 5:28, 29.

“God’s Things”
5 Especially since 1914, when Jehovah 

God, the Almighty, began ruling as king 
through Christ’s Messianic Kingdom, have 
Christians had to be sure not to give God’s 
things to Caesar. (Revelation 11:15, 17) As 
never before, God’s law now calls on Chris­
tians to be “no part of the world.” (John 
17:16) Being dedicated to God, their Life- 
Giver, they must demonstrate clearly that 
they no longer belong to themselves. (Psalm 
100:2, 3) As Paul wrote, “we belong to Jeho­
vah.” (Romans 14:8) Moreover, at a Chris­
tian’s baptism, he is ordained as a minister 
of God, so that he can say with Paul: “God 
. . .  has indeed adequately qualified us to be 
ministers.”—2 Corinthians 3:5, 6.

6 The apostle Paul also wrote: “I glori­
fy my ministry.” (Romans 11:13) Surely we 
should do likewise. Whether we share in the 
ministry full-time or part-time, we keep 
in mind that Jehovah himself assigned us 
to our ministry. (2 Corinthians 2:17) Since 
some may challenge our position, every ded­
icated, baptized Christian must be ready to 
furnish clear and positive proof that he tru­
ly is a minister of the good news. (1 Peter 3: 
15) His ministry should also be evidenced in 
his conduct. As a minister of God, a Chris­
tian should advocate and practice clean 
morals, uphold family unity, be honest, and 
show respect for law and order. (Romans 
12:17, 18; 1 Thessalonians 5:15) A Chris-

5, 6. (a) In view of the Kingdom’s birth in 1914, 
what should Christians bear more closely in 
mind? (b) How does a Christian give evidence 
that he is a minister?

tian’s relationship with God and his divine­
ly assigned ministry are the most impor­
tant things in his life. He cannot give these 
up at the behest of Caesar. Clearly, they are 
to be counted among “God’s things.”

“Caesar’s Things”
7 Jehovah’s Witnesses know that they owe 

“subjection to the superior authorities,” the 
governmental rulers. (Romans 13:1) Hence, 
when Caesar, the State, makes legitimate

7. What is the reputation of Jehovah’s Witness­
es as to paying taxes?
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demands, their Bible-trained consciences al­
low them to satisfy these demands. For ex­
ample, true Christians are among the most 
exemplary taxpayers on earth. In Germany 
the newspaper Munchner Merkur said of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses: “They are the most 
honest and the most punctual tax payers in 
the Federal Republic.” In Italy the news­
paper La Stampa observed: “They [Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses] are the most loyal citizens 
anyone could wish for: they do not dodge 
taxes or seek to evade inconvenient laws for 
their own profit.” Jehovah’s servants do this

‘on account of their consciences.’—Romans 
13:5, 6.

8 Are “Caesar’s things” limited to paying 
taxes? No. Paul listed other things, such as 
fear and honor. In his Critical and
ical Hand-Book to the Gospel of Matthew, 
German scholar Heinrich Meyer wrote: “By 
[Caesar’s things] . . .  we are not to under­
stand merely the civil tax, but everything 
to which Caesar was entitled in virtue of 
his legitimate rule.” Historian E. W. Barnes, 
in his work The Rise of Christianity, ob­
served that a Christian would pay taxes if he 
owed them and “likewise accept all other 
State obligations, provided he was not called 
upon to render unto Caesar the things that 
belonged to God.”

9 What things might the State require 
without encroaching on the things that 
rightfully belong to God? Some have felt 
that they could legitimately give Caesar 
money in the form of taxes but nothing else. 
They certainly would not feel comfortable 
giving Caesar anything that might take up 
time that could be used for theocratic activ­
ities. Nevertheless, while it is true that we 
should ‘love Jehovah our God with our whole 
heart, soul, mind, and strength,’ Jehovah 
does expect us to spend time in things oth­
er than our sacred service. (Mark 12:30; Phi- 
lippians 3:3) For example, a married Chris­
tian is counseled to devote time to pleasing 
his or her marriage mate. Such activities 
are not bad, but the apostle Paul states that 
they are “the things of the world” not “the 
things of the Lord.”— 1 Corinthians 7:32- 
34; compare 1 Timothy 5:8.

“ Further, Christ authorized his follow­
ers to “pay back” taxes, and this certainly

8. Is what we owe to Caesar limited to monetary 
taxes?
9, 10. What hesitation might a Christian have 
about paying back Caesar his due, but what facts 
should be kept in mind?
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involves using time that is dedicated to Je­
hovah—since our entire lives are dedicat­
ed in this way. If the average taxation in a 
country is 33 percent of income (it is high­
er in some countries), this means that each 
year the average worker pays to the State 
Treasury four months’ worth of his earn­
ings. Put another way, at the end of his 
working life, the average worker will have 
spent about 15 years earning the tax mon­
ey that “Caesar” requires. Consider, too, the 
matter of schooling. In most countries the 
law requires that parents have their chil­
dren attend school for a minimum number 
of years. The number of years of school­
ing varies from country to country. In most 
places it is a substantial length of time. 
True, such schooling is usually beneficial, 
but it is Caesar who decides what portion 
of a child’s life must be spent in this way, 
and Christian parents comply with Caesar’s 
decision.

Compulsory Military Service
11 Another demand made by Caesar in 

some countries is compulsory military ser­
vice. In the 20th century, this arrange­
ment has been instituted by most nations in 
times of war and by some in times of peace 
as well. In France this obligation was for 
many years called blood tax, meaning that 
every young man had to be willing to lay 
down his life for the State. Is this something 
that those dedicated to Jehovah can consci­
entiously render? How did the first-century 
Christians view this matter?

12 While the earliest Christians endeav­
ored to be good citizens, their faith pre­
vented them from taking the life of anoth­
er or from sacrificing their own lives for 
the State. The Encyclopedia of Religion

11, 12. (a) What demand does Caesar make in 
many lands? (b) How did the early Christians 
view military service?

states: “The early church fathers, including 
Tertullian and Origen, affirmed that Chris­
tians were constrained from taking human 
life, a principle that prevented them from 
participating in the Roman army.” In his 
book The Early Church and the World, 
Professor C. J. Cadoux writes: “Up to the 
reign of Marcus Aurelius at least [161- 
180 C.E.], no Christian would become a sol­
dier after his baptism.”

13 why do members of the churches of 
Christendom not view things this way to­
day? Because of a radical change that took 
place in the fourth century. The Catholic 
work A History of the Christian Councils 
explains: “Many Christians, . . . under the 
pagan emperors, had religious scruples with 
regard to military service, and positively re­
fused to take arms, or else deserted. The 
Synod [of Arles, held in 314 C.E.], in consid­
ering the changes introduced by Constan­
tine, set forth the obligation that Christians 
have to serve in w ar,. . .  because the Church 
is at peace (in pace) under a prince friend­
ly to Christians.” As a result of this aban­
donment of Jesus’ teachings, from that time 
until now, the clergy of Christendom have 
encouraged their flocks to serve in the ar­
mies of the nations, although some individ­
uals have taken a stand as conscientious ob­
jectors.

14 Are Christians today obliged to follow 
the majority in this matter? No. If a dedi­
cated, baptized Christian lives in a coun­
try where exemption from military service 
is granted to ministers of religion, he may 
avail himself of this provision, for he is in

13. Why do most in Christendom not view mili­
tary service as the early Christians did?
14, 15. (a) On what grounds do Christians in 
some places claim exemption from military ser­
vice? (b) Where exemption is not available, what 
Scriptural principles will help a Christian to 
make a correct decision in the matter of military 
service?
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fact a minister. (2 Timothy 4:5) A number 
of countries, including the United States 
and Australia, have granted such exemption 
even in wartime. And during peacetime, in 
many lands that maintain compulsory mili­
tary service, Jehovah’s Witnesses, as min­
isters of religion, are granted exemption. 
Thus they can continue helping the people 
by their public service.

15 What, though, if the Christian lives 
in a land where exemption is not grant­
ed to ministers of religion? Then he will 
have to make a personal decision follow­
ing his Bible-trained conscience. (Galatians 
6:5) While taking the authority of Caesar 
into account, he will weigh carefully what 
he owes to Jehovah. (Psalm 36:9; 116:12- 
14; Acts 17:28) The Christian will remem­
ber that the mark of a true Christian is love 
for all his fellow believers, even those who 
live in other lands or those belonging to oth­
er tribes. (John 13:34, 35; 1 Peter 2:17) Fur­
ther, he will not forget the Scriptural prin­
ciples found in texts such as Isaiah 2:2-4; 
Matthew 26:52; Romans 12:18; 14:19; 2 Co­
rinthians 10:4; and Hebrews 12:14.

Civilian Service
16 However, there are lands where the 

State, while not allowing exemption for 
ministers of religion, nevertheless acknowl­
edges that some individuals may object to 
military service. Many of these lands make 
provision for such conscientious individuals 
not to be forced into military service. In 
some places a required civilian service, such 
as useful work in the community, is regard­
ed as nonmilitary national service. Could a 
dedicated Christian undertake such service? 
Here again, a dedicated, baptized Christian 
would have to make his own decision on the 
basis of his Bible-trained conscience.

16. In some lands, what nonmilitary service 
does Caesar demand of those who do not accept 
military service?

17 It seems that compulsory service was 
practiced in Bible times. One history book 
states: “In addition to the taxes and dues ex­
acted from the inhabitants of Judea, there 
was also a corvee [unpaid labor exacted by 
public authorities]. This was an ancient in­
stitution in the East, which the Hellenistic 
and Roman authorities continued to main­
tain. . . . The New Testament, too, cites 
examples of corvee in Judea, showing how 
widespread it was. In accordance with this 
custom, the soldiers pressed Simon of Cyre- 
ne into carrying Jesus’ cross [torture stake] 
(Matthew 5:41; 27:32; Mark 15:21; Luke 
23:26).”

18 Similarly, citizens in some countries to­
day are required by the State or by local au­
thorities to participate in various forms of 
community service. Sometimes this is for a

17. Is there a Biblical precedent for nonmilitary 
civilian service?
18. With what nonmilitary, nonreligious types 
of community service do Jehovah’s Witnesses 
frequently cooperate?

Can You Explain?
□  In balancing his relationships with 

Caesar and Jehovah, what is a 
Christian's first concern?

□  What do we owe to Jehovah that 
we can never give to Caesar?

□  W hat are some things that we prop­
erly give back to Caesar?

□  W hat scriptures help us to make a 
correct decision in the matter of 
compulsory m ilitary service?

□  W hat are some things to keep in 
mind if we are called for nonmilitary 
national civilian service?

□  Regarding Jehovah and Caesar, 
what do we keep on doing?
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specific task, such as digging wells or build­
ing roads; sometimes it is on a regular basis, 
such as weekly participation in cleaning up 
roads, schools, or hospitals. Where such ci­
vilian service is for the good of the commu­
nity and is not connected with false religion 
or is not in some other way objectionable 
to the consciences of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
they have often complied. (1 Peter 2:13-15) 
This has usually resulted in an excellent 
witness and has sometimes silenced those 
who falsely accuse the Witnesses of being 
antigovernment.—Compare Matthew 10:18.

19 What, though, if the State requires a 
Christian for a period of time to perform ci­
vilian service that is a part of national ser­
vice under a civilian administration? Here 
again, Christians must make their own de­
cision based on an informed conscience. “We 
shall all stand before the judgment seat of 
God.” (Romans 14:10) Christians faced with 
a requirement of Caesar should prayerfully 
study the matter and meditate on it.* It 
may also be wise to talk the matter over 
with mature Christians in the congregation. 
After this a personal decision must be made. 
—Proverbs 2:1-5; Philippians 4:5.

20 While engaged in such research, Chris­
tians would consider a number of Bible prin­
ciples. Paul said that we must “be obedient 
to governments and authorities as rulers, 
. . .  be ready for every good work . . .  be rea­
sonable, exhibiting all mildness toward all 
men.” (Titus 3:1,2) At the same time, Chris­
tians would do well to examine the pro­
posed civilian work. If they accept it, will 
they be able to maintain Christian neutral-

* See The Watchtower of May 15,1964, page 308, 
paragraph 21.

19. How should a Christian approach the matter 
if Caesar asks him to perform nonmilitary na­
tional service for a period of time?
20. What questions and Scriptural principles 
help a Christian to reason on the matter of non­
military national civilian service?

ity? (Micah 4:3, 5; John 17:16) Would it in­
volve them with some false religion? (Rev­
elation 18:4, 20, 21) Would performing it 
prevent or unreasonably limit them from 
fulfilling their Christian responsibilities? 
(Matthew 24:14; Hebrews 10:24, 25) On the 
other hand, would they be able to contin­
ue to make spiritual progress, perhaps even 
sharing in the full-time ministry while per­
forming the required service?—Hebrews 6: 11, 12.

21 What if the Christian’s honest answers 
to such questions lead him to conclude that 
the national civilian service is a “good work” 
that he can perform in obedience to the 
authorities? That is his decision before Je­
hovah. Appointed elders and others should 
fully respect the conscience of the brother 
and continue to regard him as a Christian 
in good standing. If, however, a Christian 
feels that he cannot perform this civilian 
service, his position should also be respect­
ed. He too remains in good standing and 
should receive loving support.— 1 Corinthi­
ans 10:29; 2 Corinthians 1:24; 1 Peter 3:16.

22 As Christians we will not cease to ren­
der “to him who calls for honor, such honor.” 
(Romans 13:7) We will respect good order 
and seek to be peaceful, law-abiding citi­
zens. (Psalm 34:14) We may even pray “con­
cerning kings and all those who are in high 
station” when these men are called upon to 
make decisions that affect our Christian life 
and work. As a result of our paying back 
Caesar’s things to Caesar, we hope that “we 
may go on leading a calm and quiet life with 
full godly devotion and seriousness.” (1 Tim­
othy 2:1, 2) Above all, we will continue to 
preach the good news of the Kingdom as 
mankind’s only hope, conscientiously pay­
ing back God’s things to God.

21. Whatever his decision, how should the con­
gregation view a brother who is handling the 
matter of nonmilitary national civilian service?
22. Whatever situation faces us, what will we 
continue to do?
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IMAGINE a small plane flying into dif­
ficult weather conditions. The pilot can 
no longer make out landmarks. Thick 

clouds envelop him. He cannot see beyond 
his windscreen, yet he feels sure that he can 
complete his journey safely. What is the rea­
son for his confidence?

He has accurate instruments that enable 
him to fly through clouds and land in dark­
ness. Along his route, especially near the 
airport, beacons guide him electronically, 
and he has radio contact with air-traffic con­
trollers on the ground.

In a comparable way, we can face the fu­
ture with confidence, even though world 
conditions get gloomier day by day. Our 
journey through this wicked system may be 
taking longer than some expected, but we 
can be confident that we are on course and 
on time. Why can we be so sure? Because 
we have guidance that enables us to detect 
what human vision cannot.

God’s Word is a ‘light to our roadway,’ 
and it is “trustworthy, making the inexpe­

rienced one wise.” (Psalm 19:7; 119:105) Like 
beacons that indicate the pilot’s flight path, 
the Bible accurately outlines future events 
and gives us clear instructions in order to 
ensure that we arrive safely at our destina­
tion. To benefit from divine guidance, how­
ever, we must trust it.

In his letter to the Hebrews, Paul urged 
Jewish Christians to ‘make fast their hold 
on the confidence they had at the beginning 
firm to the end.’ (Hebrews 3:14) Trust may 
be shaken if our hold on it is not ‘made fast.’ 
So the question arises, How can we sustain 
our confidence in Jehovah firm to the end?

Exercise Your Faith
Before a pilot can fly blind, depending to­

tally on his instruments and ground control, 
he needs adequate training and many hours 
of flying time. Similarly, a Christian needs 
to exercise his faith continually so as to 
maintain his confidence in Jehovah’s guid­
ance, especially when difficult circumstanc­
es arise. The apostle Paul wrote: “Because
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we have the same spirit of faith as that 
of which it is written: ‘I exercised faith, 
therefore I spoke,’ we too exercise faith and 
therefore we speak.” (2 Corinthians 4:13) 
Thus, when we speak about the good news 
of God, we are exercising and fortifying 
our faith.

Magdalena, who spent four years in a con­
centration camp during the second world 
war, explains the value of the preaching ac­
tivity: “My mother taught me that to main­
tain strong faith, it is essential to be con­
cerned about the spiritual welfare of others. 
I remember one incident that illustrates 
how we felt. After our release from Ra- 
vensbriick concentration camp, my mother 
and I reached our home on a Friday. Two 
days later, on Sunday, we joined the broth­
ers in preaching from house to house. I firm­
ly believe that if we concentrate on help­
ing others to trust in God’s promises, those 
same promises will become more real to us.” 
—Compare Acts 5:42.

Maintaining our confidence firm to the 
end requires spiritual activity in other 
fields. Personal study is another splendid 
faith-strengthening exercise. If we imitate 
the Beroeans and industriously examine the 
Scriptures daily, it will help us “to have the 
full assurance of the hope down to the end.” 
(Hebrews 6:11; Acts 17:11) True, person­

ln Our Next Issue
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Jonah Learns 
About Jehovah's Mercy

al study requires time and determination. 
Possibly, that is why Paul warned the He­
brews about the danger of being “sluggish,” 
or slothful, in such matters.—Hebrews 6:12.

A slothful attitude may have dire conse­
quences in many areas of life. Solomon ob­
served that “through the letting down of 
the hands the house leaks.” (Ecclesiastes 
10:18) Sooner or later rain starts dripping 
through a roof that is not cared for. If we 
let down our hands spiritually and fail to 
maintain our faith, doubts may creep in. On 
the other hand, regular meditation on and 
study of God’s Word will nourish and pro­
tect our faith.—Psalm 1:2, 3.

Building Trust Through Experience
Of course, a pilot learns through expe­

rience as well as through study that his 
instruments are trustworthy. Likewise, our 
confidence in Jehovah grows when we in our 
own lives see evidence of his loving care. 
Joshua experienced that, and he reminded 
his fellow Israelites: “You well know with 
all your hearts and with all your souls that 
not one word out of all the good words that 
Jehovah your God has spoken to you has 
failed. They have all come true for you.” 
—Joshua 23:14.

Josefina, a married sister from the Phil­
ippines, learned the same lesson. She ex­
plains what life was like before she knew 
the truth: “My husband used to drink a lot, 
and when he got drunk, he would get an­
gry and hit me. Our unhappy marriage was 
also affecting our son. My husband and I 
were both working, earning quite good mon­
ey, but we gambled away most of our wag­
es. My husband had many friends, yet most 
of them sought his friendship so that he 
would pay for the drinks, and some even 
tried to get him drunk just to laugh at him.

“Things changed when we got to know 
Jehovah and took his counsel to heart. My
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husband no longer drinks, we have stopped 
gambling, and we have true friends who 
love and help us. Our marriage is a hap­
py one, and our son is growing into a fine 
young man. We work fewer hours, but we 
have more money. Experience has taught us 
that Jehovah is like a loving Father, who al­
ways leads us in the right direction.”

As a result of radioed instructions or an 
instrument check, pilots sometimes realize 
that they need to correct their course. We 
may likewise have to change direction ac­
cording to Jehovah’s instruction. “Your own 
ears will hear a word behind you saying: 
‘This is the way. Walk in it, you people,’ in 
case you people should go to the right or in 
case you should go to the left.” (Isaiah 30: 
21) Through his Word and through his or­
ganization, we receive counsel alerting us to 
spiritual dangers. One of these concerns as­
sociations.

Associations Can Blow Us Off Course
A small plane can easily be blown off 

course if needed corrections are not made. 
Likewise, outside influences constantly buf­
fet Christians today. We live in a fleshly- 
minded world where many scoff at spiritu­
al values, attaching much more importance 
to money and pleasure. Paul warned Timo­
thy that the last days would be “hard to 
deal with.” (2 Timothy 3:1-5) Teenagers, 
who yearn for acceptance and popularity, 
are especially vulnerable to bad associa­
tions.—2 Timothy 2:22.

Amanda, who is 17 years of age, explains: 
“For a while my faith was weakened to a 
certain extent by my classmates. They kept 
saying that my religion was restrictive and 
unreasonable, and this began to discour­
age me. My parents, however, helped me to 
understand that Christian guidelines serve 
to protect rather than restrict. Now I real­
ize that these principles are helping me to

have a more satisfying life than that of my 
former school companions. I have learned 
to trust the ones who really care for me 
—my parents and Jehovah—and I am enjoy­
ing pioneer service.”

Whichever age-group we belong to, we 
will encounter people who make disparag­
ing remarks about our beliefs. They may 
appear sophisticated, but to God they are 
physical, unspiritual. (1 Corinthians 2:14) 
An influential group in the Corinth of Paul’s 
day were the worldly-wise Skeptics. The 
teachings of these philosophers likely led 
some Corinthian Christians to lose faith in 
the resurrection hope. (1 Corinthians 15: 
12) “Do not be misled,” warned the apostle 
Paul. “Bad associations spoil useful habits.” 
— 1 Corinthians 15:33.

On the other hand, good associations 
strengthen us spiritually. Within the Chris­
tian congregation, we have the opportuni­
ty to mingle with people who live a life of 
faith. Norman, a brother who learned the 
truth in 1939, is still a source of great en­
couragement to all. What has kept his spiri­
tual perspective sharp? “Meetings and close 
friendships with faithful brothers are vi­
tal,” he replies. “This sort of association has 
helped me to see clearly the difference be­
tween God’s organization and Satan’s.”

The Deceptive Power of Riches
Brian, an experienced pilot, explains that 

“a pilot sometimes may find it difficult to be­
lieve his instruments—simply because his 
instincts disagree. Experienced military pi­
lots have been known to fly upside down be­
cause lights on the ground looked just like 
stars—even though their instruments told 
them otherwise.”

Similarly, our selfish instincts can mis­
lead us in a spiritual sense. Jesus said that 
riches have “deceptive power,” and Paul 
warned that ‘the love of money has led
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many away from the faith.’—Mark 4:19; 
1 Timothy 6:10.

Like deceptive twinkling lights, glitzy 
material goals can point us in the wrong di­
rection. Rather than rejoicing in the “expec­
tation of things hoped for,” we can get side­
tracked by the showy display of the world 
that is passing away. (Hebrews 11:1; 1 John 
2:16, 17) If we are “determined” to have an 
affluent life-style, we will likely have little 
time left for spiritual growth.—1 Timothy 
6:9; Matthew 6:24; Hebrews 13:5.

A young married man named Patrick ad­
mitted that he and his wife sacrificed spir­
itual goals for the sake of enjoying a better 
standard of living. He explains: “We were 
influenced by those in the congregation with 
big cars and luxurious homes. Though we 
never lost sight of the Kingdom hope, we 
felt that we might as well be comfortable 
along the way. In time, however, we realized 
that true happiness comes through serving 
Jehovah and from growing spiritually. Now 
our lives once again are simple. We have re­
duced our working hours, and we have be­
come regular pioneers.”

Faith Depends 
Upon a Receptive Heart

A receptive heart also plays an important 
role in building confidence in Jehovah. True, 
“faith is the assured expectation of things 
hoped for, the evident demonstration [or, 
“convincing evidence,” footnote] of realities 
though not beheld.” (Hebrews 11:1) But un­
less we have a receptive heart, it is unlike­
ly that we will be convinced. (Proverbs 18: 
15; Matthew 5:6) For this reason the apostle 
Paul said that “faith is not a possession of 
all people.”—2 Thessalonians 3:2.

How, then, can we keep our hearts respon­
sive to all the convincing evidence available? 
By cultivating godly qualities, qualities that 
enrich and stimulate faith. Peter urges us to

‘supply to our faith virtue, knowledge, self- 
control, endurance, godly devotion, brother­
ly affection, and love.’ (2 Peter 1:5-7; Gala­
tians 5:22, 23) On the other hand, if we lead 
a self-centered life or render Jehovah only 
token service, we cannot reasonably expect 
our faith to grow.

Ezra “prepared his heart” to read Jeho­
vah’s Word and to put it into practice. (Ezra 
7:10) Micah likewise had a receptive heart. 
“As for me, it is for Jehovah that I shall keep 
on the lookout. I will show a waiting atti­
tude for the God of my salvation. My God 
will hear me.”—Micah 7:7.

Magdalena, quoted earlier, also waits pa­
tiently for Jehovah. (Habakkuk 2:3) She 
says: “We already have the spiritual par­
adise. The second step, the physical Para­
dise, will come soon enough. In the mean­
time hundreds of thousands are joining the 
great crowd. It thrills me to see so many 
flocking to God’s organization.”

Looking to the God of Our Salvation
Maintaining our confidence firm to the 

end requires exercising our faith and lis­
tening carefully to the guidance we receive 
from Jehovah and his organization. It is cer­
tainly worth the effort. A pilot feels deep 
satisfaction when after a long, difficult jour­
ney, he descends and finally breaks through 
the thick clouds. There spread out before 
him lies the earth—green and welcoming. 
The airport runway is below, waiting to re­
ceive him.

A thrilling experience awaits us too. This 
gloomy, wicked world will give way to a 
new earth of righteousness. A divine wel­
come awaits us. We can arrive there if we 
heed the words of the psalmist: “You are my 
hope, 0  Sovereign Lord Jehovah, my confi­
dence from my youth.. . .  In you my praise 
is constantly.”—Psalm 71:5, 6.
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Ser v in g  u n d er
JEHOVAH’S LOVING HAND

A S TOLD BY LAMBROS ZOUMBOS

I faced a crucial choice: accept the offer o f my 
rich uncle to become the manager o f his extensive real-estate 

holdings—thereby solving the financial problems o f my family—or 
become a full-time minister o f Jehovah God. Let me explain what 

factors shaped the decision I finally made.

I WAS born in the town of 
Volos, Greece, in 1919. My 
father sold menswear, and 

we enjoyed material prosperi­
ty. But as a result of the eco­
nomic depression of the late 
1920’s, Father was forced into 
bankruptcy and lost his store.
I felt sad every time I saw the 
desperate look on my father’s 
face.

For a while my family lived 
in sheer poverty. Every day I 
took an hour off from school to 
wait in line for food rations. Still, despite 
our poverty we enjoyed a calm family life. It 
was my dream to become a doctor, but in 
my mid-teens I had to quit school and start 
working in order to help my family survive.

Then, during World War II, the Germans 
and the Italians occupied Greece, and there 
was severe famine. I often saw friends and 
acquaintances dying of starvation in the 
streets—a horrible sight that I will nev­
er forget! Once, our family went 40 days

without bread, a staple food in 
Greece. To survive, my elder 
brother and I went to nearby 
villages and obtained potatoes 
from friends and relatives.

An Illness 
Becomes a Blessing

Early in 1944, I became 
very ill with a form of pleu­
risy. During my three-month 
stay in the hospital, a cousin 
brought me two booklets and 
said: “Read these; I am sure 
you will like them.” The book­

lets, Who Is God? and Protection, were 
published by the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society. After reading them, I shared 
their contents with fellow patients.

Upon leaving the hospital, I started asso­
ciating with the Volos Congregation of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses. For a month, though, I was 
confined to my house as an outpatient, and 
from six to eight hours a day, I read early 
issues of The Watchtower, as well as other 
publications published by the Watch Tower
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Lambros Zoumbos and 
his wife, Niki

Society. As a result, my spiritual growth 
was quite rapid.

Near Escapes
One day in mid-1944, I was sitting on a 

park bench in Volos. Suddenly a paramili­
tary group that supported the German oc­
cupation army surrounded the place and ar­
rested everyone present. About two dozen 
of us were led through the streets to the 
Gestapo headquarters, located in a tobacco 
storage house.

After a few minutes, I heard someone 
calling my name and the name of the per­
son with whom I had been talking in the 
park. A Greek army officer summoned us 
and told us that when one of my relatives 
saw us being escorted away by soldiers, he 
told him that we were Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
The Greek officer then said that we were 
free to go home, and he gave us his official 
card to use in case we were arrested again.

The following day we learned that the 
Germans had executed most of those ar­
rested as a reprisal for the killing of two 
German soldiers by Greek resistance fight­

ers. Besides possibly being de­
livered from death, I learned on 
that occasion the value of Chris­
tian neutrality.

In the fall of 1944, I symbol­
ized my dedication to Jehovah by 
water baptism. During the fol­
lowing summer, the Witnesses 
made arrangements for me to 
associate with the Sklithro Con­
gregation up in the mountains, 
where I could fully regain my 
health. The civil strife that fol­
lowed the end of the German oc­

cupation was then raging in Greece. It hap­
pened that the village where I was staying 
served as a sort of base for guerrilla forces. 
The local priest and another vicious man ac­
cused me of spying for governmental forces 
and had me interrogated by a self-appointed 
guerrilla martial court.

Present at the mock court trial was the 
leader of the guerrilla forces of the area. 
When I finished explaining the reason why 
I was staying in the village and showing 
that as a Christian, I was completely neu­
tral in the civil strife, the leader told the 
others: “If anybody touches this fellow, he 
will have to deal with me!”

Later I returned to my hometown of Vo­
los even stronger in my faith than in my 
physical health.

Spiritual Progress
Soon afterward I was appointed the ac­

counts servant in the local congregation. 
Despite the hardships created by the civ­
il war—including the numerous arrests be­
cause of clergy-inspired charges of prose- 
lytism—sharing in the Christian ministry
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brought me and the rest of our congregation 
great joy.

Then, early in 1947, we received a visit 
from a traveling overseer of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses. This was the first such visit follow­
ing World War II. At that time our thriv­
ing congregation in Volos was divided to 
make two, and I was appointed presiding 
overseer of one of the congregations. Para­
military and nationalistic organizations 
were then spreading fear among the people. 
The clergy took advantage of the situation. 
They turned the authorities against Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses by spreading the false ru­
mor that we were Communists or support­
ers of leftist groups.

Arrests and Imprisonments
During 1947, I was arrested about ten 

times and had three court trials. Each time 
I was acquitted. In the spring of 1948, I 
was sentenced to four months’ imprison­
ment for proselytism. I served the time in 
the Volos prison. In the meantime the num­
ber of Kingdom proclaimers in our congre­
gation doubled, and joy and happiness filled 
the hearts of the brothers.

In October 1948, while I was having a 
meeting with six others who were taking 
the lead in our congregation, five police­
men burst into the house and arrested us at 
gunpoint. They took us to the police station 
without explaining the reason for the ar­
rest, and there we were beaten. I was pum- 
meled in the face by a policeman who had 
been a boxer. Then we were thrown into 
a cell.

Afterward the officer in charge called me 
into his office. When I opened the door, he 
threw at me an ink bottle, which missed its 
mark and broke on the wall. He did this to 
try to intimidate me. He then presented me 
with a piece of paper and a pen and ordered: 
“Write down the names of all of Jehovah’s

Witnesses in Volos, and bring me the list in 
the morning. If you don’t, you know what is 
in store for you!”

I didn’t answer, but upon my return to 
the cell, the rest of the brothers and I 
prayed to Jehovah. I wrote only my own 
name on the paper and waited to be called. 
But I heard nothing further from the of­
ficer. During the night, opposing military 
forces had come, and he had led his men 
against them. In the skirmish that followed, 
he was seriously injured, and one of his legs 
had to be amputated. Eventually, our case 
came to trial, and we were charged with 
holding an illegal meeting. All seven of us 
were sentenced to five years in prison.

Since I refused to attend Sunday Mass in 
prison, I was sent to solitary confinement. 
On the third day, I asked to speak with the 
prison director. “With all due respect,” I 
said to him, “it seems senseless to punish 
someone who is willing to spend five years 
in prison for his faith.” He thought serious­
ly about that, and finally he said: “As of to­
morrow, you will be working here next to me 
in my office.”

Eventually, I received work as a doctor’s 
assistant in prison. As a result, I learned a 
lot about health care, something that has 
proved very useful in later years. While in 
prison, I had many opportunities to preach, 
and three persons responded and became 
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

After serving almost four years in pris­
on, I was finally released on probation in 
1952. Later, I had to appear in court in 
Corinth on the neutrality issue. (Isaiah 2:4) 
There I was held for a short time in a mili­
tary prison, and another round of abuse be­
gan. Certain officers were quite innovative 
with their threats, saying: “I will extract 
your heart in pieces with a dagger,” or, “Do 
not count on a quick death with only six 
bullets.”
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A Different Sort of Test
Soon, however, I was back home, serv­

ing again with the Volos Congregation and 
working part-time secularly. One day, I re­
ceived a letter from the Watch Tower Soci­
ety’s branch office in Athens, inviting me 
to receive training for two weeks and then 
begin visiting congregations of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses as a circuit overseer. At the 
same time, a paternal uncle, who was child­
less and had extensive real-estate holdings, 
asked me to manage his assets. My fami­
ly was still living in poverty, and this em­
ployment would have solved their economic 
problems.

I visited my uncle to express my grati­
tude for his offer, but I informed him that I 
had decided to accept a special assignment 
in the Christian ministry. At that he rose, 
gave me a sober glance, and abruptly left 
the room. He returned with a generous gift 
of money that could support my family for 
some months. He said: “Take this, and do as 
you like with it.” Until this day, I cannot de­
scribe the feelings I had at that moment. It 
was as if I heard the voice of Jehovah tell­
ing me, ‘You made the right choice. I am 
with you.’

With my family’s blessing, I left for Ath­
ens in December 1953. Although only my 
mother became a Witness, the other mem­
bers of my family did not oppose my Chris­
tian activity. When I went to the branch 
office in Athens, another surprise awaited 
me. There was a telegram from my sister, 
announcing that Father’s two-year struggle 
to secure a welfare pension had on that day 
reached a successful outcome. What more 
could I ask for? I felt as if I had wings, ready 
to fly high in Jehovah’s service!

Exercising Caution
In my early years in the circuit work, I 

had to be very careful because Jehovah’s

Witnesses were being severely persecuted 
by the religious and political authorities. 
To visit our Christian brothers, particular­
ly those who lived in small towns and villag­
es, I walked many hours under the cover 
of darkness. The brothers, who had risked 
arrest, gathered and waited patiently at a 
house for my arrival. What a fine inter­
change of encouragement those visits pro­
vided for all of us!—Romans 1:11, 12.

To avoid detection, I at times used dis­
guises. Once, I dressed like a shepherd in or­
der to pass a roadblock to reach a gather­
ing of brothers who sorely needed spiritual 
shepherding. On another occasion, in 1955, 
a fellow Witness and I pretended to be sell­
ers of garlic to avoid arousing the suspicion 
of the police. Our assignment was to contact 
some Christian brothers who had become in­
active in the small town of Argos Orestikon.

We laid our merchandise out in the town’s 
public market. However, a young police­
man patrolling the area became suspicious, 
and each time he passed, he stared curious­
ly at us. Finally, he said to me: “You don’t 
look like a seller of garlic.” At that mo­
ment, three young women approached and 
expressed interest in buying some garlic. 
Pointing to my products, I exclaimed: “This 
young policeman eats garlic like this, and 
look at how strong and handsome he is!” 
The women looked at the policeman and 
laughed. He too smiled and then disap­
peared.

When he left I seized the opportunity to 
go to the store where our spiritual brothers 
worked as tailors. I asked one of them to 
sew on a button that I had torn from my 
jacket. While he did this, I leaned over and 
whispered: “I have come from the branch 
office to see you.” At first the brothers were 
afraid, since they had not had contact with 
fellow Witnesses for years. I encouraged
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them as best I could and made arrange­
ments to meet them later in the town’s cem­
etery to talk further. Happily, the visit was 
encouraging, and they again became zeal­
ous in the Christian ministry.

Gaining a Faithful Partner
In 1956, three years after beginning the 

traveling work, I met Niki, a young Chris­
tian woman who had great love for the 
preaching work and desired to spend her life 
in the full-time ministry. We fell in love and 
were married in June 1957.1 was wondering 
if Niki would be able to meet the demands of 
the traveling work under the hostile condi­
tions that then prevailed for Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses in Greece. With Jehovah’s help she 
managed, thus becoming the first woman to 
accompany her husband in the circuit work 
in Greece.

We continued together in the traveling 
work for ten years, serving most of the con­
gregations in Greece. Many a time we wore 
disguises and, with suitcase in hand, walked 
under cover of darkness for hours on end to 
reach a congregation. Despite the great op­
position we often faced, we were thrilled to 
see firsthand the spectacular growth in the 
number of Witnesses.

Bethel Service
In January 1967, Niki and I were invited 

to serve at Bethel, as the branch office of Je­
hovah’s Witnesses is called. The invitation 
took both of us by surprise, but we accept­
ed it, confident that Jehovah was directing 
matters. As time passed, we came to appre­
ciate what a great privilege it is to serve at 
this center of theocratic activity.

Three months after we entered Bethel 
service, a military junta seized power, and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses had to continue their 
work in a less visible manner. We began 
meeting in small groups, held our assem­

blies in the woods, preached discreetly, and 
printed and distributed Bible literature se­
cretly. It was not difficult to adapt to these 
circumstances, since we simply revived the 
methods of carrying on our activities that 
we had used in years past. Despite the 
restrictions, the number of Witnesses in­
creased from fewer than 11,000 in 1967 to 
more than 17,000 in 1974.

After nearly 30 years in Bethel service, 
Niki and I continue to enjoy our spiritu­
al blessings, despite health and age limita­
tions. For over ten years, we lived at the 
branch premises located on Kartali Street 
in Athens. In 1979 a new branch was dedi­
cated in Marousi, a suburb of Athens. But 
since 1991 we have enjoyed the spacious new 
branch facilities in Eleona, 40 miles north 
of Athens. Here I serve in our Bethel infir­
mary, where the training I received as an 
assistant to the prison doctor has proved 
very useful.

During my well over four decades in the 
full-time ministry, I, like Jeremiah, have 
come to realize the truth of Jehovah’s prom­
ise: “They will be certain to fight against 
you, but they will not prevail against you, 
for ‘I am with you,’ is the utterance of Jeho­
vah, ‘to deliver you.’ ” (Jeremiah 1:19) Yes, 
Niki and I have enjoyed a cup overflowing 
with blessings from Jehovah. We constant­
ly rejoice in his abundant loving concern and 
undeserved kindness.

My encouragement to young ones in Jeho­
vah’s organization is to pursue the full-time 
ministry. In this way they can accept Je­
hovah’s invitation to test whether he will 
be true to his promise ‘to open the flood­
gates of the heavens and actually empty out 
a blessing until there is no more want.’ (Mal- 
achi 3:10) From my own experience, I can as­
sure you young ones that Jehovah will in­
deed bless all of you who thus trust fully 
in him.
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
The Transforming Power of God's Word

BY HIS own admission, he used to be "a blas­
phemer and a persecutor and an insolent man." 
(1 Timothy 1:13) But he changed! The apostle 
Paul's transformation was so great that he was 
later able to declare: "Become imitators of me, 
even as I am of Christ." — 1 Corinthians 11:1.

Today, hundreds of thousands of sincere wor­
shipers all over the world are making similar 
changes. What enables them to do so? They 
are taking in knowledge of God's Word and 
are applying it to their lives. The following ex­
perience highlights the transforming power of 
God's Word.

In Slovenia an older couple lived alone out­
side a village. The husband, Joze, was about 
60 years of age and had a severe problem with 
alcoholism. Still, he took care of his sick wife, 
Ljudmila. One day Joze was approached by 
two Kingdom proclaimers. He invited the W it­
nesses into his home, where they met his wife. 
Upon hearing the Kingdom message, tears of 
joy streamed down Ljudmila's face. Joze too 
enjoyed what he heard and asked many ques­
tions. After placing some Bible literature with 
the couple, the Witnesses left.

One month later the Witnesses were able to 
return, and they noticed the book You Can 
Live Forever in Paradise on Earth sitting on 
the table. When asked where he got it from, 
Joze said: "I saw an advertisement on the back 
page of one of the magazines that you left 
with me. So I wrote your office in Zagreb and 
requested the book." In view of his interest, he 
was invited to attend the upcoming Memori­
al of Christ's death that was to be held at 
the Kingdom Hall. To the Witnesses' joy, he 
showed up!

Soon a Bible study was started, and good 
progress was made. For example, when Joze

was shown from the Bible that "you must not 
make for yourself a carved image o r . . . bow 
down to them nor be induced to serve them," 
he promptly gathered up all the religious im­
ages that were in the house, including pictures, 
and threw them away.— Exodus 20:4, 5.

Joze's thirst for spiritual truth was being 
satisfied. Unfortunately, though, he still had 
another thirst. For some 18 years, he had con­
sumed about seven quarts of wine each day. 
Because of his drinking problem, he did not 
pay much attention to his personal appear­
ance. But after learning God's view of the 
misuse of a lcohol, he was determ ined to 
change.

He endeavored to overcome his drinking 
problem gradually, keeping track of how much 
he was drinking on a daily basis. Soon he 
was no longer enslaved to wine. In the course 
of his Bible studies, he also learned that true 
Christians are required to maintain good per­
sonal hygiene. Hence, he gave money to the 
Witnesses and said: "Well, go and buy what­
ever clothing items I need to be presentable at 
Christian meetings and in field service!" The 
Witnesses returned with underwear, socks, 
shoes, shirts, suits, ties, and a briefcase.

After studying the Bible for one year, Joze 
and Ljudmila qualified to accompany the W it­
nesses in the house-to-house preaching work. 
Three months later they symbolized their dedi­
cation to God by water baptism at a district 
convention of Jehovah's Witnesses. Despite 
old age and poor health, Joze shared regular­
ly in preaching the good news and later, until 
his death in May of 1995, faithfully served as 
a ministerial servant in the congregation. The 
positive fruitage produced in the lives of this 
humble man and his wife gives testimony to the 
transforming power of God's Word!
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS
What did the apostle Paul mean when he 
said that he was “forgetting the things 
behind and stretching forward to the things 
ahead"?  (Philippians 3:7 3 ) Can a person  
deliberately forget som ething?

No, in most cases we cannot deliberately remove 
a memory from our mind. The fact is, we forget 
much that we would like to remember and remem­
ber many things that we would sooner forget. What, 
then, did Paul mean when he penned the words of 
Philippians 3:13? The context helps us to under­
stand.

In Philippians chapter 3, Paul describes his 
"grounds for confidence . . .  in the flesh." He 
speaks of his impeccable Jewish background and his 
zeal for the Law— things that could have given him 
many advantages in the nation of Israel. (Philippi­
ans 3:4-6; Acts 22:3-5) Still, he turned his back on 
such advantages, writing them off as a loss, as it 
were. Why? Because he had found something bet­
ter— "the excelling value of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus."— Philippians 3:7, 8.

Paul's major goal was to attain, not a position in 
this world, but "the earlier resurrection from the 
dead." (Philippians 3:11, 12) Thus, he writes: "For­
getting the things behind and stretching forward to 
the things ahead, I am pursuing down toward the 
goal for the prize of the upward call of God by 
means of Christ Jesus." (Philippians 3:13, 14) When 
Paul said that he was "forgetting the things be­
hind," he did not mean that he had somehow erased 
"the things behind" from his mind. He evidently still 
remembered them, since he had just listed them. Be­
sides, in the original Greek, he uses a form of the 
verb indicating an action in progress, not complet­
ed. He says "forgetting," not "having forgotten."

The Greek word translated "forget" (epilantha 
nomai) has different shades of meaning, one of 
which is "be unconcerned about," or "neglect." Ac­
cording to the Exegetical Dictionary of the New 
Testament (edited by Horst Balz and Gerhard 
Schneider), this is what "forgetting" means at Phi­
lippians 3:13. Paul did not constantly think of the 
things he had given up. He had learned to view 
them as of little concern. They were as "a lot of

refuse" compared with the heavenly hope.— Philip­
pians 3:8.

How can Paul's words apply today? Well, a Chris­
tian may, like Paul, have made sacrifices to serve 
God. He may have given up a lucrative career 
for the full-time service. Or he may belong to a 
wealthy family that has cut him off financially be­
cause they disapprove of the truth. Such sacrifices 
are commendable, but they are not something to be 
constantly dwelt on. A Christian 'forgets,' ceases to 
be concerned about, "the things behind" in view of 
the glorious future that awaits him.— Luke 9:62.

The principle behind Paul's words can perhaps be 
applied in another way. What of a Christian who 
engaged in wrong conduct before learning about 
God? (Colossians 3:5-7) Or suppose that after be­
coming a Christian, he committed a serious sin and 
was disciplined by the congregation. (2 Corinthi­
ans 7:8-13; James 5:15-20) Well, if he is truly 
repentant and has changed his ways, he has been 
"washed clean." (1 Corinthians 6:9-11) What hap­
pened is past. He may never literally forget what he 
did— indeed, he would be wise to learn from the 
experience so as not to repeat the sin. Still, he 'for­
gets' in the sense of not constantly berating himself. 
(Compare Isaiah 65:17.) Having been forgiven on 
the basis of Jesus' sacrifice, he strives to put the 
past behind him.

At Philippians 3:13, 14, Paul describes himself as 
a runner in a race, "stretching forward" to reach 
the goal. A runner looks forward, not back. Like­
wise, a Christian should look to the blessings ahead, 
not to the things left behind. Paul also says: "If you 
are mentally inclined otherwise in any respect, God 
will reveal the above attitude to you." (Philippians 
3:15) Hence, pray to God to help you cultivate this 
point of view. Fill your mind with God's thoughts as 
found in the Bible. (Philippians 4:6-9) Meditate on 
Jehovah's love for you and on the blessings you en­
joy because of it. (1 John 4:9, 10, 17-19) Then, 
through holy spirit Jehovah will help you not to be 
concerned about what you left behind. Rather, like 
Paul, you will look to the glorious future ahead. 
— Philippians 3:17.
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1996
MESSENGERS OF GODLY PEACE

IN  ANCIENT times Jehovah’s people 
celebrated three major festivals annual­
ly. Rather similarly, in modern times Je­

hovah’s name people meet three times a year 
for festive occasions. They enjoy gathering 
for the one-day special assembly day, the 
two-day circuit assembly, and the three- or 
four-day district convention. This year, the 
theme o f  the district convention is “Messen­
gers o f  Godly Peace.”

How fitting that theme is! Our God, Je­
hovah, is “ the God o f  peace,” yes, “ the God 
who gives peace.” Our Leader, Jesus Christ, 
is the “Prince o f  Peace,” and the message

that servants o f  Jehovah bring is a message 
o f  godly peace. (Philippians 4:9; Romans 15: 
33; Isaiah 9:6; Nahum 1:15)


