RRRRRRRRRRRRRR

Announcing Jehovah's Kingdom

HOW CAN |
BE SAVED?.



pxuT-n-ri

™MWATCHTOWER.

Announcing Jehovah’'s Kingdom

February 1, 1996 Average Printing Each Issue: 18,950,000 Vol. 117, No. 3

THE PURPOSE OF THE WATCHTOWER is to exalt Jehovah God as Sovereign Lord of the
universe. It keeps watch on world events as these fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peoples with
the good news that God’s Kingdom will soon destroy those who oppress their fellowmen and that
it will turn the earth into a paradise. It encourages faith in God’s now-reigning King, Jesus Christ,
whose shed blood opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. The Watchtower, published by
Jehovah’s Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpolitical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

IN THIS ISSUE
3 Have You Been Saved? 27 My Lifelong Hope
4 What Must We Do — Never to Die
to Be Saved? 32 Irina's Favorite Songbook

9 Education

. WATCHTOWER STUDIES
— Use It to Praise Jehovah

MARCH 4-10: Education— Use It to Praise Jehovah

15 Kingdom Proclaimers Report Page 9. Songs to be used: 160, 113.
, . MARCH 11-17: God's Kingdom—Are You Getting
16 God's Kingdom— Are You the Sense of It? Page 16. Songs to be used:
Getting the Sense of It? 172, 21.
MARCH 18-24: Trust in Jehovah and His Word.
21 Trust in Jehovah and His Word Page 21. Songs to be used: 47, 41.
Now published in 125 languages. If you would like to learn about Jehovah's Witnesses or their publications,

SEMIMONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: please write to Watch Tower at the appropriate address below.

Afrikaans, Albanian, Amharic, Arabic, Bengali, Bicol, Biss America, United States of: Wallkill, NY 12589. Australia: Box 280, Ingleburn, N.S.W.
'(as"i"'max “f?:(gar(i;gém%zbué?g;iacnhi?;ﬁﬁ* CDEE?SS;;*%’J:?E 2565. Bahamas: Box N-1247, Nassau, NP. Barbados: Fontabelle Rd., Bridgetown. Can-
Efik, pEnglis’h** (also éraille), Iéstonian,’ Ewe, Fijian, Finr'1- ada: Box 4100, Halton Hills (Georgetown), Ontario L7G 4Y4. England: The Ridgeway, London
ish,** French,* Ga, German,** Greek,* Gujarati, Hebrew, NW7 IRN. Germany: Niederselters, Am Steinfels, D-65618 Selters. Ghana: Box 760, Accra.
Hiligaynon, Hindi, Hiri Motu, Hungarian,* Igbo, lloko,* Guyana: 50 Brickdam, Georgetown 16. Hawaii 96819: 2055 Kam IV Rd., Honolulu. Hong
Indonesian, Italian,** Japanese* (also Braille), Kannada, Kong: 4 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong. India: Post Bag 10, Lonavla, Pune Dis., Mah. 410 401. Ire-

Korean* (also Braille), Latvian, Lithuanian, Lingala, Mace- ) . L ) . R
donian, Malagasy, Malayalam, Marathi, Myanmar, Nepali, land: Newcastle, Co. Wicklow. Jamaica: Box 180, Kingston 10. Japan: 1271 Nakashinden,

New Guinea Piagin, Norwegian, Pangasinan, Papiamen- Ebina City, Kanagawa Pref, 243-04. Kenya: Box 47788, Nairobi. Liberia: P.O. Box 10-0380,
to, Polish,* Portuguese,* Rarotqngan, _Romanian," Russian,* 1000 Monrovia 10. New Zealand: P.O. Box 142, Manurewa. Nigeria: P.M.B. 1090, Benin City,
Samar-Leyte, Samoan, Sepedi, Serbian, Sesotho, Shona, Egqq state. Philippines, Republic of: PO. Box 2044, 1099 Manila. South Africa: Private

Sinhalese, Slovak, Slovenian, Solomon Islands Pidgin, Span- L . X
ish,* Swahili, Swedish,** Tagalog,* Tahitian, Tamil, Telugu, Bag X2067, Krugersdorp, 1740. Trinidad and Tobago, Republic of: Lower Rapsey Street &

Thai, Tshiluba, Tsonga, Tswana, Turkish, Twi, Ukrainian, LaxmiLane, Curepe. Zambia: Box 33459, Lusaka 10101. Zimbabwe: 35 Fife Avenue, Harare.
Venda, Viethamese, Wallisian, Xhosa, Yoruba, Zulu

The Bible translation used is the New World Changes of address should reach us 30 days be-
MONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: Arme-  1angation of the Holy Scriptures— With fore your moving date. Give us your old and new ad-
nian, Cambodian, Chitonga, Georgian, Greeniandic, GuN, - preronces, unless otherwise indicated. dress (if possible, your old address label).
Hausa, Icelandic, Isoko, Kinyarwanda, Kwanyama/Ndonga,
Luganda, Luvale, Maltese, Marshallese, Moore, Niuean, Would you welcome more information or The Watchtower (ISSN 0043-1087) is published
Palauan, Persian, Ponapean, Punjabi, Sango, Silozi, Sranan- a free home Bible study? Please send your semimonthly by Watchtower Bible and Tract So-
tongo, Tongan, Trukese, Tuvaluan, Urdu, Yapese request to Watch Tower, using the appro- ciety of New York, Inc., 25 Columbia Heights,

* Study articles also available in large-print edition. priate address above. Brooklyn, NY 11201-2483. Second-class post-
+ Audiocassettes also available. o . . age paid at Brooklyn, NY, and at additional mail-
Publication of “The Watchtower" is part of ing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes

© 1996 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylva- @ worldwide Bible educational work sup- to Watchtower, Wallkill, NY 12589.
nia. All rights reserved. Milton G. Henschel, President ported by voluntary donations. Printed in U.S.A.



OHNNY was ten years old when
a man stopped him at a fair and
asked: “Young man, do you ac-
cept Jesus Christ as your Lord and

one’s destiny is permanently settled.”
He claimed that the Bible says that sal-
vation depends on a single, one-time
“act of faith, not on the continuity of

Savior?” That sounded like a ratherfaith.” Another religion writer wrote:

strange question to Johnny, since he
had always believed in Jesus. So he an-
swered, “Of course | do.” “Praise the
Lord!” the man shouted for all to hear.
“Another soul saved for Christ!”

Is salvation really that simple? Was
Johnny “saved” from the moment he
said those words, regardless of what he
would do for the rest of his life? Many
sincere people would answer yes. Some
religious tracts say to write down the
date you were “saved” so that you can
remember it.

A clergyman wrote that at “the mo-
ment of simple faith in Christ . . .

“This is afinished work. It has already
been accomplished for you . . . Your
‘warfare has ended.’ Your ‘iniquity has
been removed.”” But even people who
are firmly convinced that this is true
may see a problem here. It is obvious
that many people who have been told
that they are “saved” do not live the way
the Bible says they should. A common
explanation is that perhaps they had
not really “accepted” Christ.

So, what does “accepting” Jesus real-
ly mean? Is it aone-time act of faith, or
is it a continuing way of life? Must our
belief be strong enough to motivate us
to action? Canwe really accept the ben-
efits of Jesus’ sacrifice without the re-
sponsibility of following him?

Many people want the blessings but
not the responsibility of following and
obeying Jesus. In fact, the word “obey”
often disturbs them. Yet Jesus said:
“Come be my follower.” (Luke 18:18-23)
And the Bible states: “Those who do not
obey the good news about our Lord Je-
sus . . . will undergo the judicial pun-
ishment of everlasting destruction.”
—2 Thessalonians 1:8, 9; Matthew 10:
38; 16:24.

The Bible says many things that raise
serious questions about what has been
taught about salvation. If you would
like to verify what the Bible actually
says on this subject, you will find the fol-
lowing pages to be particularly inter-
esting. Open your Bible, and read the
cited texts to see what Jesus and his
apostles taught about this vital matter.



MAN once asked Jesus: “Lord,
are those who are being saved
few?” How did Jesus reply? Did
he say: ‘Just accept me as your
Lord and Savior, and you will be saved’? No!
Jesus said: “Exert yourselves vigorously to
get in through the narrow door, because

many, | tell you, will seek to get in but will
not be able.”—Luke 13:23, 24.

Did Jesus fail to answer the man'’s ques-
tion? No, the man did not ask how hard it
would be to be saved; he asked if the num-
ber would be few. So Jesus merely indicated
that fewer people than one might expect
would exert themselves, vigorously to receive
this marvelous blessing.

‘That's not what | was told,” some readers
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may protest. These may quote John 3:16,
which says: “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting life.” (King James
Version) However, we reply: ‘What, then,
must we believe? That Jesus actually lived?
Of course. That he is the Son of God? By
all means! And since the Bible calls Jesus
“Teacher” and “Lord,” must we not also be-
lieve what he taught, obey him, and follow
him?—John 13:13; Matthew 16:16.

Following Jesus

Ah, here the problem arises! Many people
who have been told that they are “saved”
seem to have little intention of either follow-
ing or obeying Jesus. In fact, a Protestant
clergyman wrote: “Of course, our faith in
Christ should continue. But the claim that
it absolutely must, or necessarily does, has
no support at all in the Bible.”

On the contrary, the Bible lists immoral
practices that are common among some peo-
ple who think that they are “saved.” Re-
garding one who continued in such ways, it
instructed Christians: “Remove the wicked
man from among yourselves.” Surely God
would not want wicked people contaminat-
ing his Christian congregation!— 1 Corinthi-
ans 5:11-13.

What does it mean, then, to follow Jesus,
and how can we do that? Well, what did Je-
sus do? Was he immoral? a fornicator? a
drunkard? a liar? Was he dishonest in busi-
ness? Of course not! ‘But,’ you may ask, ‘do |
have to clean all those things out of my
life?” For the answer, consider Ephesians
4:17 through 5:5. It does not say that God
will accept us no matter what we do. Instead,
it tells us to be different from the worldly
nations who have “come to be past all moral
sense, . .. but you did not learn the Christ
to be so . . . Put away the old personality



which conforms to your former course of
conduct... Let the stealer steal no more ...
Let fornication and uncleanness of every
sort or greediness not even be mentioned
among you, just as it befits holy people ...
For you know this, recognizing it for your-
selves, that no fornicator or unclean person
or greedy person—which means being an
idolater—has any inheritance in the king-
dom of the Christ and of God.”

Are we following Jesus if we do not at least
try to live in harmony with his example? Do
we not have to work on making our lives
more Christlike? That vital question is rare-
ly, if ever, considered by people who say, as
one religious tract does: “Come to Christ
now—just as you are.”

One of Jesus’ disciples warned that un-
godly men were “turning the undeserved
kindness of our God into an excuse for loose
conduct and proving false to our only Own-
er and Lord, Jesus Christ.” (Jude 4) How
might we, in fact, turn God's mercy “into an
excuse for loose conduct”? We could do so by
assuming that Christ's sacrifice covers de-
liberate sins that we intend to keep on com-
mitting rather than sins of human imper-
fection that we are trying to put behind us.
Surely we would not want to agree with one
of America’s best-known evangelists, who
said that you do not have to “clean up, give
up, or turn around.”—Contrast Acts 17:30;
Romans 3:25; James 5:19, 20.

Belief Prompts Action

Many people have been told that “believ-
ing on Jesus” is a single act and that our
faith does not have to be strong enough to
prompt obedience. But the Bible disagrees.
Jesus did not say that people who begin the
Christian course are saved. Instead, he said:
“He that has endured to the end is the one
that will be saved.” (Matthew 10:22) The Bi-
ble likens our Christian course to a race,

with salvation being the prize at its end.
And it urges: “Run in such a way that you
may attain it.”— 1 Corinthians 9:24.

Thus, “accepting Christ” involves far
more than just accepting the blessings that
Jesus’ superlative sacrifice offers. Obedi-
ence is required. The apostle Peter says that

judgment starts “with the house of God,”
and adds: “Now if it starts first with us, what
will the end be of those who are not obedi-
ent to the good news of God?” (1 Peter 4:17)
So we must do more than simply hear and
believe. The Bible says that we must “be-
come doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving [ourselves] with false reasoning.”
—James 1:22.
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Jesus’ Own Messages

The Bible book of Revelation contains
messages from Jesus, transmitted through
John to seven early Christian congregations.
(Revelation 1:1, 4) Did Jesus say that since
the people in these congregations had al-
ready “accepted” him, that was sufficient?
No. He praised their deeds, their labor and
their endurance and spoke of their love,
faith, and ministry. But he said that the Dev-
il would put them to the test and that they
would be rewarded “individually according
to [their] deeds.”—Revelation 2:2,10,19,23.

Thus Jesus described a far greater com-
mitment than most people have understood
when they were told that their salvation
was a “finished work” as soon as they “ac-
cepted” him at a religious meeting. Jesus
said: “If anyone wants to come after me, let
him disown himself and pick up his torture
stake and continually follow me. For who-
ever wants to save his soul will lose it; but
whoever loses his soul for my sake will find
it.”—Matthew 16:24, 25.

Disown ourselves? Follow Jesus continu-
ally? That would require effort. It would
change our lives. Yet, did Jesus really say
that some of us might even have to ‘lose our
souls'—to die for him? Yes, that kind of
faith comes only with knowledge of the mag-
nificent things you can learn from studying
God’s Word. It was evident on the day Ste-
phen was stoned by religious fanatics who
“could not hold their own against the wis-
dom and the spirit with which he was speak-
ing.” (Acts 6:8-12; 7:57-60) And such faith
has been demonstrated in our time by the
hundreds of Jehovah's Witnesses who died
in Nazi concentration camps rather than vi-
olate their Bible-trained consciences.*

*In her book The
ligions: Five Case Studies in Non-Conformity,
Dr. Christine E. King reported: “One out of every two
German [Jehovah’s] Witnesses was imprisoned, one
in four lost their lives.”
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Christian Zeal

We must hold firmly to our Christian
faith because, unlike what you may hear
in some churches or on religious television
programs, the Bible says we can fall away.
It tells of Christians who abandoned “the
straight path.” (2 Peter 2:1, 15) We thus
need to ‘keep working out our own salva-
tion with fear and trembling.’—Philippians
2:12; 2 Peter 2:20.

Is this how first-century Christians, the
people who actually heard Jesus and his
apostles teach, understood the matter? Yes.
They knew that they had to do something.
Jesus said: “Go therefore and make disciples
of people of all the nations, . . . teaching
them to observe all the things | have com-
manded you.”—Matthew 28:19, 20.

Some weeks after Jesus said that, 3,000
people were baptized in just one day. The
number of believers quickly grew to 5,000.
Those who believed taught others. When
persecution scattered them, it only served to
spread their message. The Bible says that
not just a few leaders but “those who had
been scattered went through the land de-
claring the good news of the word.” Some 30
years later, the apostle Paul could there-
fore write that the good news had been
“preached in all creation that is under heav-
en.”—Acts 2:41; 4:4; 8:4; Colossians 1:23.

Paul did not make converts, as some TV
evangelists do, by saying: ‘Accept Jesus
right now, and you will forever be saved.” Nor
did he have the confidence of the American
clergyman who wrote: “As a teenage boy,...
I was already saved.” More than 20 years af-
ter Jesus personally chose Paul to carry the
Christian message to people of the nations,
this hardworking apostle wrote: “I pummel

NaziState amy BRdMeaNddead it as a slave, that, after |

have preached to others, | myself should not
become disapproved somehow.”—1 Corinthi-
ans 9:27; Acts 9:5, 6,15.



Study the Bible, and be
motivated by it

Salvation is a free gift
from God. It cannot be
earned. Yet it does re-
quire effort on our part.

If someone offered you
a very valuable gift and
you did not show enough
appreciation to pick it up
and take it with you, your
lack of gratitude might
prompt the giver to pre-
sent it to someone else.
Well, how valuable is the
lifeblood of Jesus Christ?
It is a free gift, but we must demonstrate
deep appreciation for it.

True Christians are in a saved condition in
that they are in an approved position before
God. As a group, their salvation is sure. In-
dividually, they must meet God’'s require-
ments. However, we can fail, for Jesus said:
“If anyone does not remain in unionwith me,
he is cast out as a branch and is dried up.”
—John 15:6.

WHY

The Bible book of Jude is addressed to "called ones .

‘God’s Word Is Alive’

The conversation mentioned at the begin-
ning of the preceding article occurred near-
ly 60 years ago. Johnny still believes that
salvation comes only through Jesus Christ,
but he realizes that we have to reach out
for it. He remains convinced that the Bi-
ble points to the only real source of hope
for mankind and that we must study that
marvelous book, be moved by it, and let it

"PUT UP A HARD FIGHT FOR THE FAITH"?

. ., preserved for Jesus Christ."

Does it say that because they had 'accepted Jesus,' their salvation was sure? No, Jude told
such Christians to "put up a hard fight for the faith." He gave them three reasons for do-
ing so. First, God "saved a people out of the land of Egypt,” but many of them later fell
away. Second, even angels rebelled and became demons. Third, God destroyed Sodom
and Gomorrah because of the gross sexual immorality practiced in those cities. Jude pre-
sents these Biblical accounts "as a warning example." Yes, even believers "preserved for
Jesus Christ" have to exercise care not to fall away from the true faith.— Jude 1-7.
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motivate us to acts of love, faith, kindness,
obedience, and endurance. He has reared his
children to believe the same things, and now
he is delighted to see them in turn rearing
their children the same way. He wishes that
everyone had that kind of faith, and he does
whatever he can to instill it in the hearts and
minds of others.

The apostle Paul was inspired to write
that “the word of God is alive and exerts
power.” (Hebrews 4:12) It can change lives.

WHICH

It can motivate you to heartfelt acts of love,
faith, and obedience. But you must do more
than just “accept” mentally what the Bible
says. Study it and let your heart be motivat-
ed by it. Let its wisdom guide you. Some
5,000,000 willing Witnesses of Jehovah in
more than 230 lands offer free home Bible
studies. To see what you can learn from such
a study, write to the publishers of this mag-
azine. The faith and spiritual strength you
gain will delight you!

IS RIGHT?

The Bible says: "A man is declared righteous by faith apart from works of law." It also

says: "A man is to be declared righteous by works, and not by faith alone." Which is right?

Are we declared righteous by faith or by works?— Romans 3:28; James 2:24.

The harmonious answer from the Bible is that both are correct.

For centuries the Law that God gave through Moses had required Jewish worshipers to
make specific sacrifices and offerings, to observe festival days, and to conform to dietary

and other requirements. Such "works of law," or simply "works," were no longer neces-

sary after Jesus provided the ultimate sacrifice.— Romans 10:4.

But the fact that these works performed under the Mosaic Law were replaced by Jesus'
superlative sacrifice did not mean that we can ignore the Bible's instructions. It says: "How

much more will the blood of the Christ. . . cleanse our consciences from [the older] dead
works that we may render sacred service to the living God?"— Hebrews 9:14.

How do we "render sacred service to the living God"? Among other things, the Bible

tells us to combat the works of the flesh, to resist the world's immorality, and to avoid its
snares. It says: "Fight the fine fight of the faith," put off "the sin that easily entangles us,"
and "run with endurance the race that is set before us, as we look intently at the Chief
Agent and Perfecter of our faith, Jesus." And the Bible urges us not to 'get tired and give
out in our souls.'— 1 Timothy 6:12; Hebrews 12:1-3; Galatians 5:19-21.

We do not earn salvation by doing these things, for no human could ever do enough to
merit such an astounding blessing. We are not worthy of this magnificent gift, though, if

we fail to demonstrate our love and obedience by doing the things that the Bible says God
and Christ want us to do. Without works to demonstrate our faith, our claim to follow Je-

sus would fall far short, for the Bible clearly states: "Faith, if it does not have works, is

dead in itself."— James 2:17.
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Education—use it to
praise lehovah

“He

thatspeaks o f his own originality is seeking his own glory; but he that

seeks the glory o fhim that sent him, this one is true.” —OHN 7:18.

DUCATION began a long, long time
Eago. It was soon after Jehovah God,

the Great Educator and Instructor,
created his firstborn Son that the process
of education had its beginning. (Isaiah 30:
20; Colossians 1:15) Here was One who
could learn from the Great Educator him-
self! During countless millenniums of inti-
mate association with the Father, that Son
—who came to be known as Jesus Christ—
received a priceless education in the quali-
ties, works, and purposes of Jehovah God.
Later, as a man on earth, Jesus could say:
“l do nothing of my own initiative; but
just as the Father taught me | speak these
things.”—John 8:28.

2 How did Jesus use the education
had received? Throughout his three-and-
a-half-year earthly ministry, he tirelessly
shared with others what he had learned.
This, however, was with a primary purpose
in mind. And what was that? Let us exam-
ine Jesus’ words in John chapter 7, where
he explained both the origin and the pur-
pose of his teaching.

baptism. The Jews were gathered in Jeru-
salem for the Festival of Tabernacles. Dur-
ing the first few days of the festival, there
had been a lot of talk about Jesus. When
the festival was half over, Jesus went to
the temple and began teaching. (John 7:2,
10-14) As always, he proved himself to be a
great Teacher.—Matthew 13:54; Luke 4:22.

4Verse 15 of John chapter 7 says: “There-
fore the Jews fell to wondering, say-
ing: ‘How does this man have a knowl-
edge of letters, when he has not studied
at the schools?”” Do you understand why
they were puzzled? Jesus had not attended
any of the rabbinic schools, so he was un-
educated—or so they thought! Yet, Jesus

he could locate and read sections in the Sacred

Writings with ease. (Luke 4:16-21) Why,
this Galilean carpenter even instructed
them in the Law of Moses! (John 7:19-23)
How was this possible?

5Jesus explained, as we read inverses 16
and 17: “What | teach is not mine, but be-
longs to him that sent me. If anyone de-
sires to do His will, he will know concern-

3 Consider the setting. It was the autumning the teaching whether it is from God or

of 32 C.E., nearly three years after Jesus’

1. When and how did the process of education
have its beginning?

2-4. (a) According to John chapter 7, what were
the circumstances surrounding Jesus’ atten-
dance at the Festival of Tabernacles in 32 C.E.?
(b) Why were the Jews puzzled about Jesus’
teaching ability?

I speak of my own originality.” They want-
ed to know by whom Jesus was educated,
and he told them plainly that his education
was from God!—John 12:49; 14:10.

5, 6. (a) How did Jesus explain the source of his
teaching? (b) In what way did Jesus use his ed-
ucation?
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6How did Jesus use his education? As re-
corded at John 7:18, Jesus said: “He that
speaks of his own originality is seeking
his own glory; but he that seeks glo-
ry of him that sent him, this one is true,
and there is no unrighteousness in him.”
How fitting that Jesus used his education
to bring glory to Jehovah, “the One perfect
in knowledge”!'—Job 37:16.

7We thus learn a valuable lesson from
Jesus—education should be used, not to
glorify ourselves, but to bringpraise to Je-
hovah. There is no better way to utilize ed-

7, 8. (a) How should education be used?

(b) What are four basic objectives of a balanced
education?

10 THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1996

In ancient Israel
education was held in high esteem

ucation. How, then, can you use education
to bring praise to Jehovah?

8 To educate means “to train by formal

instruction and supervised practice espe-
cially] in a skill, trade, or profession.” Let
us now consider four basic objectives of a
balanced education and how each of these
can be used to praise Jehovah. A balanced
education should help us (1) to read well,
(2) to write clearly, (3) to develop mentally
and morally, and (4) to acquire the practi-
cal training needed for day-to-day living.



Learning to Read Well

9Listed first is learning read well.
Why is it so important to be a good reader?
The World Book Encyclopedia explains:
“Reading ... is basic to learning and one
of the most important skills in everyday
life___ Skilled readers contribute to creat-
ing a prosperous, productive society. At the
same time, they themselves enjoy fuller,
more satisfying lives.”

DIf reading in general can help us to
enjoy “fuller, more satisfying lives,” how
much more so is this true of reading God’s
Word! Such reading opens up our minds
and hearts to Jehovah's thoughts and pur-
poses, and a clear understanding of these
gives meaning to our lives. In addition,
“the word of God is alive and exerts pow-
er,” says Hebrews 4:12. As we read God'’s
Word and meditate on it, we are drawn
to its Author, and we are moved to make
changes in our lives to become more pleas-
ing to him. (Galatians 5:22, 23; Ephesians
4:22-24) We are also impelled to share with
others the precious truths we read. All of
this brings praise to the Great Educator,
Jehovah God. Surely there is no better way
to use our ability to read!

I Whether young or old, we are encour-
aged to learn to read well, for reading
plays an important part in our Christian
life. In addition to the regular reading of
God's Word, a balanced program of per-
sonal study would include considering
the Bible text from Examining the Scrip-
tures Daily, perusing The Watchtower
and Awake!, and preparing for Christian
meetings. And what about the Christian

9. Why is it important to be a good reader?

10. How does reading God’s Word help us to en-
joy fuller, more satisfying lives?

11. What should be included in a balanced pro-
gram of personal study?

ministry? Clearly, preaching publicly, mak-
ing return visits on interested persons, and
conducting home Bible studies all require
good reading ability.

Learning to Write Clearly

2A second objective is that a balanced
education should help us learn to write
clearly. Not only does writing convey our
words and ideas but it also preserves them.
Many, many centuries ago, some 40 Jew-
ish men inscribed on papyrus or parch-
ment the words that came to form the in-
spired Scriptures. (2 Timothy 3:16) Surely
this was the greatest writing ever done! Je-
hovah no doubt guided the copying and re-
copying of those sacred words through the
centuries, so that they have reached us in
reliable form. Are we not thankful that Je-
hovah committed his words to writing, in-
stead of relying on transmission by word of
mouth?—Compare Exodus 34:27, 28.

BIn ancient times, only certain privi-
leged classes, such as the scribes in Meso-
potamia and Egypt, were literate. In sharp
contrast with the nations, in Israel every-
one was encouraged to be literate. The
command at Deuteronomy 6:8, 9 for the
Israelites to write upon the doorposts of
their houses, though apparently figurative,
implies that they knew how to write. At
an early age, children were taught how to
write. The Gezer Calendar, one of the old-
est examples of ancient Hebrew writing, is
thought by some scholars to be a school-
boy’s memory exercise.

14But how can we in a positive and

12. (@) Why is it important to learn to write
clearly? (b) What was the greatest writing ever
done?

13. What indicates that the Israelites knew how
to write?

14. 15. What are some positive and wholesome
ways to use the ability to write?
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wholesome way use the ability to write?
Certainly by taking notes at Christian
meetings, assemblies, and conventions. A
letter, even if written “in few words,” can
offer encouragement to one who is ill or can
say thank-you to a spiritual brother or sis-
ter who was kind or hospitable to us. (1 Pe-
ter 5:12) If someone in the congregation
has lost a loved one in death, a brief letter
or card can “speak consolingly” to that per-
son for us. (1 Thessalonians 5:14) A Chris-
tian sister who lost her mother to cancer
explained: “One friend wrote me a nice let-
ter. That really helped because | could read
it over and over again.”

BANn excellent way of using the ability
to write is to bring praise to Jehovah by
writing a letter to give a Kingdom witness.
Sometimes it may be necessary to keep in
contact with newly interested people living
in isolated areas. lllness may temporarily
make it difficult for you to go from house
to house. Perhaps a letter can say in writ-
ing what you would normally say in person.

B6Consider one experience. Many years
ago a Witness wrote a letter giving a King-
dom witness to the widow of a man whose
death had been announced in the local
newspaper. There was no reply. Then, in
November 1994, over 21 years later, the
Witness received aletter from the woman’s
daughter. The daughter wrote:

7“In April 1973, you wrote to my moth-
er to comfort her after the death of my
father. | was nine years old at the time.
My mother did study the Bible, but as yet
she is not a servant of Jehovah. However,
her study eventually led to my association
with the truth. In 1988,1started my Bible
study— 15 years after receiving your let-

16, 17. (a) What experience exemplifies the val-

ue of writing a letter to give a Kingdom witness?
(b) Can you relate a similar experience?
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ter. On March 9,1990,1was baptized. | am
so thankful for your letter of many years
ago and so happy to let you know that
those seeds you planted did grow, with Je-
hovah’s help. My mother gave me your let-
ter to keep, and | would like to know who
you are. | do hope that this letter reaches
you.” The daughter’s letter, which includ-
ed her address and phone number, did in-
deed reach the Witness who had written
so many years before. Imagine the young
woman’s surprise when she received a
phone call from the Witness—who still
writes letters to share the Kingdom hope
with others!

Developing Mentally,
Morally, and Spiritually

1BA third objective is that a balanced ed-
ucation should help us to develop mental-
ly and morally. In Bible times the mental
and moral educating of children was re-
garded as one of the primary duties of par-
ents. Children not only were taught to read
and write but, more important, were edu-
cated in God’s Law, which involved all their
activities of life. Thus, education includ-
ed instruction about their religious obli-
gations and the principles governing mar-
riage, family relationships, and sexual
morality, as well as their obligations to-
ward their fellowman. Such education
helped them to develop not just mentally
and morally but spiritually as well.—Deu-
teronomy 6:4-9, 20, 21; 11:18-21.

PBWhat about today? A good secular ed-
ucation is important. It helps us to devel-
op mentally. But where can we turn for ed-
ucation that will show us the best moral

18. In Bible times, how did parents care for the
mental and moral education of their children?
19. Where can we find education that shows us
the best moral values to live by and that helps
us to develop spiritually?



Practical Help for Educators

At the "Joyful Praisers" District Conven-
tions during 1995/96, the Watch Tower
Society released a new brochure entitled
Jehovah's Witnesses and Education. This
32-page, full-color brochure has been pub-
lished especially for educators. Thus far it
has been translated into 58 languages.

Why a brochure for educators? To help
them better understand the beliefs of stu-
dents who are children of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses. What does the brochure contain?
In a clear and positive tone, it explains our
views on such issues as supplementary ed-
ucation, birthdays and Christmas, and the
saluting of the flag. The brochure also re-

values to live by and that will help us to
develop spiritually? Within the Christian
congregation, we have access to a program
of theocratic education that is not avail-
able anywhere else on earth. By means of
our personal study of the Bible and Bible-
based publications as well as the instruc-
tion provided at congregation meetings, as-
semblies, and conventions, we can receive
this priceless, ongoing education—divine
education—free of charge! What does it
teach us?

assures educators that we want our children
to make the most of their schooling and that
we are committed to cooperating with ed-
ucators, taking an active interest in our chil-
dren's education.

How may the Education brochure be
used? Since it was prepared for educators,
let us share it with teachers, principals, and
other school officials. May this new bro-
chure help all such educators to understand
our views and beliefs and why we at times
claim the right to be different. Parents are
encouraged to use the brochure as a basis
for personal discussion with their children's

educators.

that, though, we learn godly principles
that teach us how to live as God wants us to
live. For example, we learn to avoid habits
and practices that ‘defile the flesh’ and to
have respect for authority and for the per-
son and property of others. (2 Corinthians
7:1; Titus 3:1, 2; Hebrews 13:4) In addition,
we come to appreciate the importance of
being honest and industrious in our work
and the value of living by Bible commands
on sexual morality. (1 Corinthians 6:9, 10;
Ephesians 4:28) As we make progress in

D When we begin to study the Bible, we applying these principles in our lives, we

learn basic Scriptural teachings, ‘the pri-
mary doctrines.” (Hebrews 6:1) As we con-
tinue, we take in “solid food”—that is,
deeper truths. (Hebrews 5:14) More than

20. What does divine education teach us, and
what results therefrom?

grow spiritually, and our relationship with
God deepens. Moreover, our godly conduct
makes us good citizens, no matter where we
live. And this may move others to glorify
the Source of divine education—Jehovah
God.— 1 Peter 2:12.
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Practical Training
for Day-to-Day Living

21A fourth aim of a balanced education
is to provide a person with the prac-
tical training needed for day-to-day
living. Parental education in Bible times
included practical training. Girls were
taught household skills. The last chapter
of Proverbs shows that these must have
been many and varied. Thus, girls be-
came equipped to do spinning, weaving,
and cooking and to care for general house-
hold management, trading, and real-estate
transactions. Boys were usually taught
their father’s secular occupation, either
agriculture or some trade or craft. Jesus
learned carpentry from his adoptive fa-
ther, Joseph; thus, he was called not only
“the carpenter’s son” but also “the carpen-
ter.”—Matthew 13:55; Mark 6:3.

2  Today, too, a well-balanced education

includes preparation to care for the needs
of a family some day. The apostle Paul’s

words found at 1 Timothy 5:8 indicate that
21. What practical training did children receive
in Bible times?

22, 23. (a) For what should education prepare
children? (b) What should be our motive in

choosing further education when that may ap-
pear necessary?

What Is Your Answer?
O How did Jesus use his education?

O Why isit important to learn to read
well?

O How may we use the ability to write
to bring praise to Jehovah?

O How does divine education help us to
develop both morally and spiritually?

O What practical training should a
balanced education include?
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providing for one’s family is a sacred obli-
gation. He wrote: “Certainly if anyone does
not provide for those who are his own, and
especially for those who are members of his
household, he has disowned the faith and is
worse than a person without faith.” Educa-
tion, then, should prepare children for the
responsibilities that they will take on in
life as well as equip them to become hard-
working members of the community.

ZBHow much secular education should
we pursue? This may vary from country
to country. But if the job market calls for
training in addition to the minimum re-
quired by law, it is up to parents to guide
their children in making a decision about
supplementary education or training,
weighing both the potential benefits and
the drawbacks of such additional studies.
What, though, should be one’s motive in
choosing further education when that may
appear necessary? Certainly not riches,
self-glory, or praise. (Proverbs 15:25; 1 Tim-
othy 6:17) Remember the lesson we learned
from Jesus’ example—education should be
used to bring praise to Jehovah. If we
choose further education, our motivation
should be the desire to support ourselves
adequately so that we can serve Jehovah as
fully as possible in the Christian ministry.
—Colossians 3:23, 24.

2L et us, therefore, be diligent in our ef-
forts to acquire a balanced secular educa-
tion. May we take full advantage of the
ongoing program of divine education that
is provided within Jehovah's organization.
And may we never forget the valuable
lesson we learned from Jesus Christ, the
best-educated man ever to walk this earth
—education should be used, not to glorify
ourselves, but to bring praise to the great-
est Educator of all, Jehovah God!

24. What lesson learned from Jesus ought we
never forget?



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Shining as Illuminators in the World

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES stand out as unique
and often receive bad publicity because
of their not accepting blood trans-
fusions. This position, however,
is solidly based on the Bible.
It shows that God condemns
the misuse of blood, since
blood is precious in his eyes.
(Genesis 9:3, 4; Leviti-
cus 17:14) As a result of
examining the Scriptures
on this subject, Jehovah's
Witnesses conclude that
the Bible's directive
to 'abstain from blood'
would clearly include the
modern practice of trans-
fusing blood.— Acts 15:
19, 20, 28, 29.
In recent years members
of the medical community,
as well as the courts in some
countries, have come to support
Jehovah's Witnesses on this issue.
For example, in Denmark a young
mother who was acquainted with the Bi-
ble's view of blood died as a result of an
automobile accident. Because of her refusal to
accept a blood transfusion, her doctors fueled
a month-long campaign of hostility by the me-
dia against Jehovah's Witnesses.

The young woman's parents requested an
inquiry, and in April 1994 a decision was an-
nounced by Denmark's Commission of Patients'
Complaints. It stated that the patient died, not
because she refused blood, but because of med-
ical malpractice. The decision was based on
investigations by the Board of Forensic Medicine
and the health authorities. In a circular to all
health-care facilities in Denmark, the Nation-
al Board of Health stated that doctors have

an obligation to give Jehovah's Witnesses the
best available alternative treatment, taking
into consideration their refusal to ac-

cept blood.

Another case involved Dan, a
15-year-old Witness who died
of leukemia. In this case doc-
tors respected Dan's brave
decision to reject a blood
transfusion. This result-
ed in a widespread press
campaign in which the
media blamed the doc-
tors for Dan's death.
Many, however, did not
agree with the negative
propaganda.
For example, the head-
master at the school that
Dan had attended was pres-
ent at the Kingdom Hall for
the funeral. He expressed shock
over the unfair news coverage
of Dan's death. After approach-
ing a Witness coworker with several
guestions about Jehovah's Witnesses, he
accepted a copy of the video Jehovah's Wit-
nesses— The Organization Behind the Name.
The video so impressed him that he arranged for
all the teachers in the school to view it. Later,
the video was shown to all the students, one
class at a time.

Denmark’'s minister of health also disagreed
with the bad publicity Dan's doctors received.
He stated that the doctors had done the right
thing in respecting Dan's mature decision and
well-founded faith.

There are millions of Kingdom proclaimers
who render obedience to God's laws. Because
of their obedience, they stand out, "shining as il-
luminators in the world."— Philippians 2:12, 15.
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God’'s Kingdom
—ARE YOU GETTING THE
SENSE OF IT?

“Asfor

theone sown upon thefine soil, this is the one hearing the word

and getting the sense of it. "—MATTHEW 13:23.

AVE you ‘got the sense of' what

God'’'s Kingdom is? Concepts of ‘the

kingdom of the heavens’ have dif-
fered widely over the centuries. A com-
mon belief among some church members to-
day is that the Kingdom is something God
puts within a person’s heart at conversion.
Others feel it is a place where good peo-
ple go after death to enjoy eternal bliss.
Still others claim that God has left it to hu-
mans to bring about the Kingdom on earth
by their working to instill Christian teach-
ings and practices into social and govern-
mental affairs.

end to all these [human] kingdoms, and it
itself will stand to times indefinite.”—Dan-
iel 2:44; Revelation 11:15; 12:10.
3Historian H. G. Wells wrote: “This doc-
trine of the Kingdom of Heaven, which was
the main teaching of Jesus, and which plays
so small a part in the Christian creeds, is
certainly one of the most revolutionary doc-
trines that ever stirred and changed hu-
man thought.” Right from the start, the
theme of Jesus’ ministry was: “Repent, you
people, for the kingdom of the heavens has
drawn near.” (Matthew 4:17) He was there
on the scene as anointed King, and joy of

2  However, the Bible clearly shows that joys, the way was now being opened up for

the Kingdom of God is not an institution on
earth. It is neither a condition of heart nor
the Christianizing of human society. True, a
correct understanding of what this King-
dom is leads to great changes in the lives of
those who exercise faith in it. But the King-
dom itself is a divinely instituted heavenly
government that brings about God's will,
eliminating the effects of sin and death and
restoring righteous conditions on earth. Al-
ready this Kingdom has taken power in the
heavens, and soon “it will crush and put an

1. What are some common beliefs regarding ‘the
kingdom of the heavens’?

2. How does the Bible explain the Kingdom of
God, and what will it accomplish?
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humans not only to share in the blessings of
that Kingdom but also to be corulers and
priests with Jesus in that Kingdom!—Luke
22:28-30; Revelation 1:6; 5:10.

4While multitudes heard the thrilling
“good news of the kingdom,” only a few
believed. This was partly because the reli-
gious leaders had “shut up the kingdom of
the heavens before men.” They “took away
the key of knowledge” by their false teach-
ings. Because most people rejected Jesus as

3. When Jesus began his ministry, what was
opened up for humans?

4. In the first century, how did the multitudes
respond to the “good news of the kingdom,”
leading to what judgment?



the Messiah and the anointed King of God’s  but the last one was “fine soil” that pro-
Kingdom, Jesus said to them: “The kingdom duced good fruitage. The short illustration
of God will be taken from you and be given ended with the exhortation: “Let him that
to anation producing its fruits.”—Matthew has ears listen.” (Matthew 13:1-9) Most of
4:23; 21:43; 23:13; Luke 11:52. those present heard him, but they did not
5 When teaching a large crowd on one oc- “listen.” They had no motivation, no real
casion, Jesus, according to his custom, used  interest in knowing how seed sown under
a series of illustrations to test the crowd Vvarying conditions was like the Kingdom of
and weed out those who had no more than  the heavens. They went back home to their
a superficial interest in the Kingdom. The  day-to-day lives, likely thinking that Jesus’
first illustration involved a sower whosowed  illustrations were no more than good stories
seed in four types of soil. The first three ~ With moral themes. What richness of under-
types were unfavorable for growing plants, ~ Standing and what grand privileges and op-
portunities they lost out on because their

5. How did most of those who heard Jesus’ illus- hearts were unresponsive!
trations show they did not hear with under- 6

standing?
granted to understand the sacred secrets of

6. Why was understanding of “the sacred se-

Jesus' disciples ‘got the sense o f the crets of the kingdom” granted only to Jesus’ dis-
Kingdom and produced good fruit ciples?
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Jesus told his disciples: “To you it is



the kingdom of the heavens, but to those
people it is not granted.” Quoting Isaiah, he
added: “ For the heart of this people has
grown unreceptive, and with their ears they
have heard without response, and they have
shut their eyes; that they might never see
with their eyes and hear with their ears

and getthe sense of it with their hearts

and turn back, and I heal them.” However,
happy are your eyes because they behold,
and your ears because they hear.”—Mat-
thew 13:10-16; Mark 4:11-13.

“Getting the Sense of” the Kingdom

7Jesus put his finger on the problem. It
had to do with “getting the sense of” the
Kingdom message. To his disciples he said
privately: “You, then, listen to the illustra-
tion of the man that sowed. Where anyone
hears the word of the kingdom but does not
get the sense of it, the wicked one comes
and snatches away what has been sown in
his heart.” He went on to explain that the
four types of soil represented various condi-
tions of the heart into which “the word of
the kingdom” would be sown.—Matthew 13:
18-23; Luke 8:9-15.

8The “seed” was good in each case, but
fruitage would depend upon the condition
of the soil. If the soil of the heart was
like a busy, packed-down road, hardened
by many unspiritual activities, it would be
easy for the one hearing the Kingdom mes-
sage to excuse himself, saying that there
was no time for the Kingdom. The neglect-
ed seed could easily be snatched away before
it could take root. But what if the seed was
sown in a heart resembling rocky soil? The
seed might sprout, but it would have dif-
ficulty sending its roots down to any depth

7. Why is it important to “get the sense of” the
Kingdom?

8. What prevented the “seed” sown in the first
three types of soil from producing fruitage?
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for nourishment and stability. The prospect
of being an obedient servant of God, partic-
ularly in the heat of persecution, would pre-
sent anoverwhelming challenge, and the in-
dividual would stumble. And again, if the
soil of the heart was so full of thornlike anx-
ieties or the materialistic desire for riches,
the spindly Kingdom plant would be choked.
In these three typical situations in life, no
Kingdom fruitage would be produced.

9However, what about the Kingdom seed
sown in good soil? Jesus answers: “As for
the one sown upon the fine soil, this is
the one hearing the word and getting the
sense of it, who really does bear fruit and
produces, this one a hundredfold, that one
sixty, the other thirty.” (Matthew 13:23) In
“getting the sense of” the Kingdom, they
would produce good fruitage according to
their individual circumstances.

Responsibility Comes

With Understanding
DAfter giving six further illustrations
to explain various aspects of the King-
dom, Jesus asked his disciples: “Didyou get
the sense of all these things?” When they
answered “yes,” he said: “That being the
case, every public instructor, when taught
respecting the kingdom of the heavens, is
like a man, a householder, who brings out
of his treasure store things new and old.”
The teachings and training provided by Je-
sus would build his disciples into mature
Christians who could bring forth from their
‘storehouse’ an endless supply of rich spir-
itual food. Much of this related to God’s
Kingdom. Jesus made it clear that “getting

9. Why was the seed sown in good soil able to
produce good fruit?

10. (@) How did Jesus show that “getting the
sense of” the Kingdom brings both blessings
and responsibility? (b) Did Jesus’ commission to
go and make disciples apply only to the first-
century disciples?



the sense of” the Kingdom would bring not
only blessings but also responsibility. He
commanded: “Go therefore and make disci-
ples of people of all the nations,... teach-
ing them to observe all the things | have
commanded you. And, look!  amwith you all
the days until the conclusion of the system
of things.”—Matthew 13:51, 52; 28:19,20.

N As promised, Jesus has continued to be
with his true disciples down through the
centuries until this day. In these last days,
he has progressively given them under-
standing, and he has also held them respon-
sible for the use of the increasing light of
truth. (Luke 19:11-15,26) In 1914, Kingdom
events began to unfold quickly and dramat-
ically. In that year, not only did the “birth”
of the long-hoped-for Kingdom occur but
the “conclusion of the system of things” be-
gan. (Revelation 11:15; 12:5, 10; Daniel 7:
13, 14, 27) True Christians, discerning the
meaning of current events, have conducted
the greatest Kingdom-preaching and teach-
ing campaign in history. Jesus foretold this,
saying: “This good news of the kingdom will
be preached in all the inhabited earth for a
witness to all the nations; and then the end
will come.”—Matthew 24:14.

P2 This vast Kingdom witness has reached
into more than 230 lands. Already, over five
million true disciples are sharing in this
work, and still others are being gathered.
But if we compare the number of disciples
with earth’s 5.6 billion inhabitants, it is ev-
ident that as in Jesus’ day, the vast majori-
ty of mankind do not “get the sense of” the
Kingdom. Many, as predicted, ridicule and
say: “Where is this promised presence of

11. When 1914 arrived, what events related to
the Kingdom took place?

12. (a) What has been the result of the exten-
sive modern-day Kingdom witness? (b) In this
doubting world, what danger is there for Chris-
tians?

his?” (2 Peter 3:3, 4) The danger for us as
Christians is that their complacent, doubt-
ing, materialistic attitude could gradually
affect how we view our Kingdom privileges.
Surrounded by people of this world, we eas-
ily can begin to adopt some of their atti-
tudes and practices. How vital it is that we
“get the sense of” God’'s Kingdom and hold
fast to it!

Examining Ourselves
in Relation to the Kingdom

BJesus said of the harvest period in
which we live: “The Son of man will send
forth his angels, and they will collect out
from his kingdom all things that cause
stumbling and persons who are doing law-
lessness ... At that time the righteous ones
will shine as brightly as the sun in the king-
dom of their Father. Let him that has ears
listen.” (Matthew 13:41,43) Are you contin-
uing to ‘hear’ with obedient responsiveness
the command to preach the Kingdom and
make disciples? Remember, “the one sown
upon the fine soil” ‘heard the word and got
the sense of it’ and produced good fruitage.
—Matthew 13:23.

UWhen doing personal study and attend-
ing Christian meetings, we have to ‘incline
our hearts to discernment.’ (Proverbs 2:1-4)
When counsel is given regarding conduct,
dress, music, and entertainment, we must
allow it to sink into our hearts and move us
to make any adjustments needed. Never ra-
tionalize, make excuses, or otherwise fail to
respond. If the Kingdom is real in our lives,
we will live by its standards and zealously
proclaim it to others. Jesus said: “Not every-
one saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord, will enter

13. As to the commission to preach the Kingdom
good news, how can we test whether we are con-
tinuing to ‘hear’ with discernment?

14. When instruction is given, how do we show
that we “get the sense of” the counsel given?
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into the kingdom of the heavens, but the one
doing the will of my Father who is in the
heavens will.”—Matthew 7:21-23.

is how we should feel about God's King-
dom. We should imitate Paul not Demas,
who forsook the ministry “because he loved

5 The human tendency is to be anxious the present system of things.”—2 Timothy

about needed food, clothing, and shelter,
but Jesus said: “Keep on, then, seeking first
the kingdom and his [God’s] righteousness,
and all these other things will be added to
you.” (Matthew 6:33, 34) In setting priori-
ties, put the Kingdom first in your life. Keep
your life simple, being satisfied with neces-
sities. It would be folly to fill our lives with
unessential activities and acquisitions, per-
haps rationalizing that doing this is accept-
able, since these things are not necessarily
bad in themselves. While that may be true,
what would the acquiring and using of such
nonessentials do to our scheduling personal
study, attending Christian meetings, and
engaging in the preaching work? Jesus said
that the Kingdom is like a merchant who
found one “pearl of high value [and] away he
went and promptly sold all the things he had
and bought it.” (Matthew 13:45, 46) This

15. Why is it important to ‘seek first the King-

dom and God’s righteousness’?

How Would You Answer?
What is the Kingdom of God?

O Why did most of Jesus' hearers not
"get the sense of" the Kingdom?

O How does "getting the sense of" the
Kingdom bring both blessings and
responsibility?

O As to preaching, what indicates
whether we have 'got the sense of’
the Kingdom?

0O How do we show by our conduct
that we have 'got the sense of'
counsel given?

20 THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1996

4:10, 18; Matthew 19:23, 24; Philippians 3:
7, 8,13,14; 1 Timothy 6:9,10,17-19.

“Unrighteous Persons Will Not
Inherit God’s Kingdom”

BWhen the Corinthian congregation was
tolerating immorality, Paul frankly said:
“What! Do you not know that unrighteous
persons will not inherit God’s kingdom? Do
not be misled. Neither fornicators, nor idola-
ters, nor adulterers, nor men kept for unnat-
ural purposes, nor men who lie with men,
nor thieves, nor greedy persons, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will in-
herit God’s kingdom.” (1 Corinthians 6:
9, 10) If we “get the sense of” God’s King-
dom, we will not deceive ourselves by think-
ing that Jehovah will tolerate some form of
immorality as long as he sees us busy in
Christian service. Uncleanness should not
even be mentioned among us. (Ephesians 5:
3-5) Do you detect that some of this world’s
foul thinking or practices are beginning to
creep into your life? Cut them out of your
life immediately! The Kingdom is far too
precious to lose for the sake of such things.
—Mark 9:47.

17Jesus’ disciples asked: “Who really is
greatest in the kingdom of the heavens?”
Jesus answered by setting a young child
in their midst and saying: “Truly | say to
you, Unless you turn around and become as
young children, you will by no means en-
ter into the kingdom of the heavens. There-
fore, whoever will humble himself like this

16. How will “getting the sense of” God’s King-
dom help us avoid wrong conduct?

17. In what ways will appreciation for God’s
Kingdom promote humility and take away caus-
es for stumbling?



young child is the one that is the greatest
in the kingdom of the heavens.” (Matthew
18:1-6) The proud, the demanding, the un-
caring, and the lawless will not be in God'’s
Kingdom, nor will they be subjects of the
Kingdom. Does your love for your brothers,
your humility, your godly fear, move you to
avoid stumbling others by your conduct? Or
doyou insist on your “rights” no matter how
this attitude and conduct may affect others?
—Romans 14:13,17.

time, “the king will say to those on his right,
‘Come, you who have been blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the founding of the world.”” The
goats “will depart into everlasting cutting-
off, but the righteous ones into everlast-
ing life.” (Matthew 6:10; 25:31-34, 46) “The
great tribulation” will clear away the old
system and all who refuse to “get the sense
of” the Kingdom. But the millions of “great
tribulation” survivors and the billions who

18 Our heavenly Father, Jehovah, willwill be resurrected will inherit Kingdom

soon answer fully the fervent prayer: “Let
your kingdom come. Let your will take
place, as in heaven, also upon earth.”
Very soon the ruling King, Jesus Christ,
will come in the sense of sitting down on
his throne for judgment, to separate the
“sheep” from the “goats.” At that appointed

18. What will result to obedient mankind when
God’'s Kingdom causes His will to take place “as
in heaven, also upon earth”?

blessings without end in the restored earth-
ly Paradise. (Revelation 7:14) The Kingdom
is earth’s new government, ruling from the
heavens. It will carry out to completion Je-
hovah’s purpose for the earth and human-
kind, all to the sanctification of his most
holy name. Is that not an inheritance well
worth working for, sacrificing for, and wait-
ing for? This is what “getting the sense of”
the Kingdom should mean for us!

Trust in lehovah
and his Word

“Those knowingyour name will trust

trust in God and his Word, the Bible,
may seem impractical and unrealistic.
Yet, God's wisdom has stood the test of
time. The Creator of man and woman is the
Originator of marriage and the family, and
he knows our needs better than anyone else

IN THIS modern world, the invitation to

1. Why can we still have confidence in Jehovah

and his Word in our modern day?

PSALM 9:10.

does. Just as basic human needs have not
changed, so the fundamental ways of meet-
ing those needs have remained the same.
The Bible’s wise counsel, though written
down centuries ago, still provides the best
guidance for success in living and in solv-
ing problems. Heeding it results in a good
measure of happiness—even in the sophis-
ticated, scientific world in which we live!
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2Trusting in Jehovah and applying the
Bible's principles bring practical benefits
every day. Proof of this lies in the lives of
the millions of Jehovah's Witnesses around
the world who have had the conviction and
courage to apply the Bible's counsel. For
them, trust in the Creator and his Word
has proved to be well placed. (Psalm 9:9,10)
Obeying God’'s commandments has made
them better people when it comes to clean-
liness, honesty, industriousness, respect
for the life and possessions of others, and
moderation in food and drink. It has led to
proper love and training within the family
circle—being hospitable, patient, merciful,
and forgiving—as well as to a host of other
things. They have been largely able to avoid
the bad fruitage of anger, hatred, murder,
envy, fear, laziness, pride, lying, slander,
promiscuousness, and immorality. (Psalm
32:10) But God does more than promise a
good outcome for those keeping his laws.
Jesus said that those who follow the Chris-
tian way would receive “a hundredfold now
in this period of time,... mothers and chil-
dren and fields, with persecutions, and in
the coming system of things everlasting
life.”—Mark 10:29, 30.

Avoid Trusting in Worldly Wisdom

3A problem for imperfect humans is that
they tend to minimize or forget what God
requires. They easily begin to think that
they know best or that wisdom from the
intelligentsia of this world is superior to
God’s, that it is more up-to-date. Servants
of God can also develop this attitude, living

2. (&8 What good fruitage has obeying God’s
commandments produced in the lives of Jeho-
vah’s people? (b) What more does Jehovah prom-
ise for those who are obedient to him and his
Word?

3. In continuing to put trust in Jehovah and his
Word, with what problems are Christians some-
times faced?
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as they do in the midst of this world. Thus,
in extending the loving invitation to listen
to his counsel, our heavenly Father also in-
cludes appropriate warnings: “My son, my
law do not forget, and my commandments
may your heart observe, because length
of days and years of life and peace will
be added to you. Trust in Jehovah with all
your heart and do not lean upon your own
understanding. In all your ways take no-
tice of him, and he himself will make your
paths straight. Do not become wise in your
own eyes. Fear Jehovah and turn away from
bad.”—Proverbs 3:1, 2, 5-7.

4The wisdom of this world is available in
abundance and from many sources. There
are many institutions of learning, and “to
the making of many books there is no end.”
(Ecclesiastes 12:12) Now the so-called in-
formation superhighway of the computer
world promises to provide unlimited data
on almost any subject. But having all this
knowledge available does not make the
world smarter or solve its problems. Rath-
er, the world situation gets worse every day.
Understandably, the Bible tells us that “the
wisdom of this world is foolishness with
God.”—1 Corinthians 3:19, 20.

5During this final part of the last days,
it is only to be expected that the arch-
deceiver, Satan the Devil, would launch an
avalanche of lies in an effort to undermine
confidence in the Bible's truthfulness.
Higher critics have produced a prolifera-
tion of speculative books that challenge the
authenticity and reliability of the Bible.
Paul warned his fellow Christian: “O Tim-
othy, guard what is laid up in trust with
you, turning away from the empty speech-
es that violate what is holy and from the

4. How pervasive is “the wisdom of this world,”
and why is it “foolishness with God”?

5. What warnings does the Bible give as to “the
wisdom of this world”?



Christians turn to Jehovah and his Word
while rejecting as foolish "the wisdom
of this world"

contradictions of the falsely called ‘knowl-
edge.” For making a show of such knowl-
edge some have deviated from the faith.”
(1 Timothy 6:20, 21) The Bible further
warns: “Look out: perhaps there may be
someone who will carry you off as his prey
through the philosophy and empty decep-
tion according to the tradition of men, ac-
cording to the elementary things of the
world and not according to Christ.”—Colos-
sians 2:8.

Fight the Tendency to Doubt

“Is it really so that God said you
must not eat from every tree of
the garden?” Once the Tempt-
er had planted doubt in her
mind, the next step was to tell
her a lie, which she believed.
(Genesis 3:1, 4, 5) To avoid
having our faith destroyed by
doubt as Eve's was, we need
to be vigilant. If some tinge
of doubt about Jehovah, his
Word, or his organization has
begun to linger in your heart,
take quick steps to eliminate
it before it festers into some-
thing that could destroy your
faith.—Compare 1 Corinthians
10:12.
7What can be done? Again, the answer
is to trust in Jehovah and his Word. “If any
one of you is lacking in wisdom, let him
keep on asking God, for he gives generous-
ly to all and without reproaching; and it
will be given him. But let him keep on ask-
ing in faith, not doubting at all, for he who
doubts is like a wave of the sea driven by
the wind and blown about.” (James 1.5, 6;
2 Peter 3:17, 18) So earnest prayer to Je-
hovah is the first step. (Psalm 62:8) Then,
do not hesitate to ask for help from loving
overseers in the congregation. (Acts 20:28;
James 5:14,15; Jude 22) They will help you
trace the source of your doubts, which may
be due to pride or some wrong thinking.
8Has the reading or listening to apos-

6  Another sly tactic of the Devil is thetate ideas or worldly philosophy introduced

sowing of doubts in the mind. He is ever
alert to see some weakness in faith and
exploit it. Any who experience doubts
should remember that the one behind
such doubts is the one who said to Eve:

6. Why is vigilance necessary to prevent doubts
from taking root in the heart?

poisonous doubts? Wisely, the Bible coun-
sels: “Do your utmost to present yourself
approved to God, a workman with nothing
to be ashamed of, handling the word of

7. What can be done to eradicate doubts?
8. How does apostate thinking often get start-
ed, and what is the remedy?

the watchtower—February i, i996 23



the truth aright. But shun empty speech-
es that violate what is holy; for they will
advance to more and more ungodliness,
and their word will spread like gangrene.”
(2 Timothy 2:15-17) It is of interest that
many who have become victims of aposta-
sy got started in the wrong direction by
first complaining about how they felt they
were being treated in Jehovah’s organiza-
tion. (Jude 16) Finding fault with beliefs
came later. Just as a surgeon acts quickly
to cut out gangrene, act quickly to rout
out of the mind any tendency to complain,
to be dissatisfied with the way things are
done in the Christian congregation. (Colos-
sians 3:13, 14) Cut off anything that feeds
such doubts.—Mark 9:43.

9Stick closely to Jehovah and his organi-
zation. Loyally imitate Peter, who resolute-
ly stated: “Lord, whom shall we go away
to? You have sayings of everlasting life.”
(John 6:52, 60, 66-68) Have a good pro-
gram of study of Jehovah’'s Word so as to
keep your faith strong, like a large shield,
able “to quench all the wicked one’s burn-
ing missiles.” (Ephesians 6:16) Keep active
in the Christian ministry, lovingly sharing
the Kingdom message with others. Every
day, meditate appreciatively on how Jeho-
vah has blessed you. Be thankful that you
have a knowledge of the truth. Doing all
these things in a good Christian routine
will help you to be happy, to endure, and to
remain free of doubts.—Psalm 40:4; Philip-
pians 3:15, 16; Hebrews 6:10-12.

Following Jehovah’s
Direction in Marriage
DIn arranging for man and woman to
live together as a married couple, Jehovah

9. How will a good theocratic routine help us
keep healthy in the faith?

10. Why is it especially important to look to Je-
hovah for guidance in Christian marriage?
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purposed not only to fill the earth com-
fortably but also to enhance their happi-
ness. However, sin and imperfection have
brought serious problems into the mar-
riage relationship. Christians are not ex-
empt from these, since they too are im-
perfect and experience the pressures of
modern-day living. Still, to the extent that
they trust in Jehovah and his Word, Chris-
tians can have good success in marriage
and in raising their children. There is
no place in Christian marriage for world-
ly practices and behavior. God’s Word ad-
monishes us: “Let marriage be honorable
among all, and the marriage bed be with-
out defilement, for God will judge fornica-
tors and adulterers.”—Hebrews 13:4.

T Marriage that is fulfilled according to
the Bible’s counsel has a climate of love,
commitment, and security. Both husband
and wife understand and respect the prin-
ciple of headship. When difficulties devel-
op, often they are due to some neglect
in applying the Bible’s counsel. In solving
a lingering problem, it is vital that both
mates focus honestly on what the problem
really is and deal with causes rather than
symptoms. If recent discussions have led to
little or no agreement, the couple may ask
for impartial help from a loving overseer.

12Does the problem involve communica-
tion, respect for each other’s feelings, re-
spect for headship, or how decisions are
made? Does it have to do with the raising
of children, or the balancing out of sexual
needs? Or is it the family budget, recre-
ation, association, whether the wife should
be employed, or where you are to live?

11. In solving marital problems, what should be
recognized by both mates?

12. (@) On what common problems in marriage
does the Bible provide counsel? (b) Why is there
a need on the part of both mates to do things
Jehovah’s way?



Whatever the problem, the Bible gives prac-
tical advice either directly by means of laws
or indirectly by means of principles. (Mat-
thew 19:4, 5, 9; 1 Corinthians 7:1-40; Ephe-
sians 5:21-23, 28-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:
18-21; Titus 2:4,5; 1 Peter 3:1-7) When both
mates refrain from making selfish demands
and let love have its full expression in their
marriage, greater happiness results. There
has to be an overwhelming desire on the
part of both marriage mates to make need-
ed changes, to do things Jehovah’s way. “He
that is showing insight in amatter will find
good, and happy is he that is trusting in Je-
hovah.”—Proverbs 16:20.

Youths— Listen to God’s Word

13 It is not easy for Christian youths
grow up strong in the faith when the wick-
ed world is all around them. One reason is
that “the whole world is lying in the power
of the wicked one,” Satan the Devil. (1 John
5:19) Youths are under attack by this vi-
cious enemy who can make the bad look

13. Why is it not easy for Christian youths to
grow up with strong faith in Jehovah and his
Word?

Families that trust in Jehovah and his Word
have good success and happiness

good. The me-first attitudes, the selfish
ambitions, the cravings for what is immor-
al and cruel, and the abnormal pursuit of
pleasures—all of these come together into
one common, dominant pattern of thinking
described in the Bible as “the spirit that
now operates in the sons of disobedience.”
(Ephesians 2:1-3) Satan has craftily pro-
moted this “spirit” in school textbooks, in
much of the available music, in sports, and
in other forms of entertainment. Parents
need to be alert to offset such influences by
helping their children grow up trusting in
toJehovah and his Word.

u
associate Timothy: “Flee from the desires
incidental to youth, but pursue righteous-
ness, faith, love, peace, along with those
who call upon the Lord out of a clean
heart.” (2 Timothy 2:22) While not all
“desires incidental to youth” are bad in

14. How can young ones “flee from the desires
incidental to youth”?

THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1996 25

Paul gave fatherly advice to his young



themselves, youths should “flee from” them
in that they should not let these things be a
preoccupation, leaving little, if any, time
for godly pursuits. Bodybuilding, sports,
music, entertainment, hobbies, and travel,
while not necessarily wrong, can be a snare
if they become the big things in life. Flee
completely from aimless conversation, from
hanging out, from abnormal interest in sex,
from just sitting around and being bored,
and from complaining about not being un-
derstood by your parents.

5 Even in the privacy of the home, dan-

ger may lurk for youths. If immoral or vi-
olent TV shows and videos are watched, the
desire to do bad things could be implanted.
(James 1:14,15) The Bible counsels: “0 you
lovers of Jehovah, hate what is bad.” (Psalm
97:10; 115:11) Jehovah knows if anyone is
attempting to live a double life. (Proverbs
15:3) Christian youths, look around your
room. Do you display wall posters of im-
moral stars of the sports or music world, or
do you display wholesome things that are
good reminders? (Psalm 101:3) In your clos-
15. What things can happen in the privacy of

the home that can contribute to youths’ leading
a double life?

How Would You Answer?
O Why should Christians not put their
trust in "the wisdom of this world"?
O What should be done if one is expe-
riencing doubts?

O How does doing things Jehovah's
way bring success and happiness in
marriage?

O How does the Bible help youths to
"flee from the desires incidental to
youth"?
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et, do you have modest clothing, or do some
of your garments reflect the extreme cloth-
ing styles of this world? In subtle ways the
Devil can ensnare you if you give in to the
temptation to sample what is bad. The Bi-
ble wisely counsels: “Keep your senses, be
watchful. Your adversary, the Devil, walks
about like a roaring lion, seeking to devour
someone.”—1 Peter 5:8.

16The Bible tells you to watch your asso-
ciation. (1 Corinthians 15:33) Your compan-
ions should be those who fear Jehovah. Do
not give in to peer pressure. (Psalm 56:11;
Proverbs 29:25) Be obedient to your God-
fearing parents. (Proverbs 6:20-22; Ephe-
sians 6:1-3) Look to the elders for direc-
tion and encouragement. (Isaiah 32:1, 2)
Keep your mind and eyes on spiritual val-
ues and goals. Look for opportunities to
make spiritual advancement and to par-
ticipate in congregation activities. Learn
how to do things with your hands. Grow up
strong and healthy in the faith, and then
you will prove that you really are some-
body—somebody worthy of life in Jeho-
vah's new world! Our heavenly Father will
be proud of you, your earthly parents will
delight in you, and your Christian brothers
and sisters will be encouraged by you. That
is what counts!—Proverbs 4:1, 2, 7, 8.

I7In poetic phrase the psalmist was in-
spired to write: “Jehovah himself will not
hold back anything good from those walk-
ing in faultlessness. 0 Jehovah of armies,
happy is the man that is trusting in you.”
(Psalm 84:11, 12) Yes, happiness and suc-
cess, not disappointment and failure, are
what will come to all of those who trust in
Jehovah and his Word, the Bible.—2 Tim-
othy 3:14, 16, 17.

16. How can the Bible’'s counsel help a youth
make everyone who counts be proud of him?
17. What benefits come to those who trust in Je-
hovah and his Word?



my lifelong hope
—NEVER TO DIE

AS TOLD BY HECTOR R. PRIEST

<sThe cancer is incurable,” the doctor said.
“There is nothing more we can do for you.” That diagnosis was made
over ten years ago. Yet | still entertain the Bible-based hope
of living forever on earth without ever dying.—John 11:26.

church in a small country town,
not far from our family farm. | was born
in the lovely farming valley of the Waira-
rapa, about 80 miles northeast of Welling-
ton, New Zealand. There we enjoyed a view
of snowcapped mountains, clear mountain
rivers, rolling hills, and fertile plains.

In the Methodist Church, we were taught
that all good people go to heaven but that
the bad go to hell, a place of fiery torment. |
could not understand why if God had want-
ed humans to live in heaven, he did not
put them there to begin with. | had always
feared death and often wondered why we
have to die. In 1927, when | was 16 years
old, our family suffered a tragedy. That is
what led me on a quest for answers to my
guestions.

Y PARENTS were sincere Meth-
M odists who regularly attended

Why Did Reg Die?

When my brother Reg was 11 years old,
he became seriously ill. The doctor could
not determine what was wrong and was un-
able to help him. Mother called the Meth-
odist minister. He prayed over Reg, but

this failed to comfort Mother. In fact, she
told the minister that his prayers were in-
effectual.

When Reg died, Mother would talk to
anyone and everyone to try to satisfy her
thirst for truthful answers regarding why
her young son had to die. While talking to a
businessman in town, she asked if he knew
anything about the condition of the dead.
He had no idea, but he said: “Someone left
abook here that you are welcome to have.”

Mother took the book home and began to
read it. She could not put it down. Gradual-
ly her whole disposition changed. She told
the family, “This is it; this is the truth.” The
book was
first volume of Studies in the Scriptures. |
was skeptical at first and tried to argue
against the book’s presentation of the Cre-
ator’s purpose. Eventually my arguments
dried up.

Embracing Bible Truth
I thought, ‘Imagine living forever, never
having to die!” Such a hope is what one
would expect of a loving God. A paradise
earth! Yes, this was for me.
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After learning these wonderful truths,
Mother and three Christian sisters from
Wellington—Sisters Thompson, Barton,
and Jones—would be away for days at a
time, spreading Kingdom seed far and wide
in country places. Although Father did not
have Mother’s missionary spirit, he sup-
ported her in her activity.

I was convinced of the truth, but for a
time | did little about my beliefs. In 1935,
I married Rowena Corlett, and in time we
were blessed with a daughter, Enid, and
a son, Barry. | worked as a stock buyer,
purchasing thousands of head of livestock
from surrounding farmers. When these
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farmers would discuss politics, | would feel
good when | told them: “None of these ef-
forts of men will succeed. God’s Kingdom
is the only government that will work.”

Sadly, | became addicted to tobacco; I
constantly had acigar in my mouth. In time
my health deteriorated, and | was hospital-
ized with painful stomach problems. I was
told that I had acute gastroenteritis, caused
by my smoking. Although I quit the hab-
it, it was not uncommon for me to dream
that |1 was smoking an everlasting cigar or
cigarette. What a terrible addiction tobac-
co can be!

After quitting tobacco, | made other im-
portant adjustments. In 1939, when | was
28, 1 was baptized in the Mangatai Riv-
er near our home in the country. Robert
Lazenby, who later had oversight of the
preaching work in New Zealand, traveled
all the way from Wellington to give the
talk in our home and baptize me. From
that time on, | became a bold Witness of
Jehovah.

Organizing the Preaching Work

Following my baptism | was appointed
overseer of the Eketahuna Congregation.
My wife, Rowena, had not yet embraced
Bible truth. However, | let her know that
I was going to invite AIf Bryant to come
down from Pahiatua to show me how to wit-
ness properly from house to house. | want-
ed to organize the preaching work and cov-
er our territory systematically.

Rowena said: “Hector, if you go witness-
ing from house to house, I will not be here
when you get back. I'm leaving you. Your
responsibility is here—at home with your
family.”

I did not know what to do. Hesitantly, |
got dressed. ‘I've got to do it,’” | kept think-
ing to myself. ‘My life depends on it, and

so do the lives of my family.” So | assured
Rowena that | did not want to hurt her in
any way. | told her | loved her dearly, but
because Jehovah’'s name and sovereignty,
as well as our own lives, were involved, |
just had to preach in this way.

Alf and | went to the first door, and he
took the lead in speaking. But then I found
myself taking over the conversation, tell-
ing the householder that what happened
in Noah’s day is a parallel of what is hap-
pening in our day and that we have to do
something about making sure of our salva-
tion. (Matthew 24:37-39) | left some book-
lets there.

Upon our leaving, Alf said: “Where did
you get all that knowledge? You do not need
me. You go on your own, and we will cover
twice the territory.” So that's what we did.

As we made our way home, I did not know
what would await us. To my surprise and
joy, Rowena had a cup of tea ready for us.
A fortnight later my wife joined me in the
public ministry and became a fine example
of Christian zeal.

Among the first ones to become Jeho-
vah’'s Witnesses in our farming valley were
Maud Manser, her son William, and her
daughter Ruby. Maud’'s husband was an
abrasive man with a rough exterior. One
day Rowena and | arrived at their farm to
take Maud out in the ministry. Young Wil-
liam had arranged for us to use his car, but
his father had other ideas.

The situation was tense. | asked Rowena
to hold our baby daughter, Enid. | climbed
into William’s car and roared out of the
garage while Mr. Manser hurried to try
to shut the garage door before we could
get out. But he failed. After going up the
drive a way, we stopped, and | got out of
the car to meet an infuriated Mr. Manser.
I told him: “We are going into the field
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ministry, and Mrs. Manser is coming with
us.” | appealed to him, and his anger sub-
sided somewhat. Looking back, | probably
should have handled it differently, but lat-
er he became more favorable toward Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, although he never became
a Witness.

There were only a few of Jehovah’s peo-
ple in those years, and we truly enjoyed
and benefited from the visits of full-time
ministers who stayed with us on our farm.
These visitors included Adrian Thomp-
son and his sister Molly, both of whom at-
tended early classes of the Watchtower Bi-
ble School of Gilead for missionaries and
served in foreign assignments in Japan and
Pakistan.

Wartime Experiences

In September 1939, World War Il began,
and in October 1940, the New Zealand gov-
ernment banned the activity of Jehovah's
Witnesses. Many of our Christian brothers
were haled before the courts of the land.
Some were put into work camps and isolat-
ed from their wives and children. As the
war raged on, even though we had a dairy
farm, | wondered if | would be called up for
military service. Then the announcement
was made that no more farmers would be
taken off the land for military service.

Rowena and I continued on in our Chris-
tian ministry, each of us devoting over 60
hours a month to the preaching work. Dur-
ing this time, | had the privilege of help-
ing young Witnesses who were maintain-
ing their Christian neutrality. | appeared
on their behalf before the courts of Wel-
lington, Palmerston North, Pahiatua, and
Masterton. Usually there was a member of
the clergy on the draft board, and it was a
delight to expose their unchristian support
of the war effort.—1 John 3:10-12.
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One night while Rowena and | were
studying
by detectives. A search turned up Bible lit-
erature in our home. “You can go to jail
for this,” we were informed. When the de-
tectives got into their car to leave, they
discovered that the brakes had locked and
the car would not move. William Manser
helped fix the car, and we never heard from
the men again.

During the ban, we would hide Bible lit-
erature in a building on a remote part of
our farm. In the middle of the night, I
would visit the New Zealand branch office
and load up my car with the literature.
Then 1 would bring it home and store it
in our isolated place. One night as I ar-
rived at the branch to pick up a secret
shipment, the whole place suddenly lit up!
The police yelled: “We caught you!” Sur-
prisingly, though, they let me go without
too much fuss.

In 1949, Rowena and | sold the farm and
decided to pioneer until our money ran out.
We moved to a house in Masterton and pio-
neered with the Masterton Congregation.
Within two years the Featherston Congre-
gation was established with 24 active pub-
lishers, and | served as the presiding over-
seer. Then, in 1953,1enjoyed the privilege
of traveling to the United States to attend
the eight-day international convention of
Jehovah’s Witnesses at Yankee Stadium in
New York City. Rowena was unable to ac-
company me because she needed to care for
our daughter, Enid, who suffered from ce-
rebral palsy.

After | returned to New Zealand, | had
to take up secular work. We moved back to
the Masterton Congregation, where | was
appointed presiding overseer. About this
time William Manser purchased the Lit-
tle Theater in Masterton, and this became
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the first Kingdom Hall in the Wairarapa.
During the 1950's, our congregation en-
joyed fine spiritual and numerical growth.
Therefore, when the circuit overseer visit-
ed, he would often encourage mature ones
to move to other parts of the country to
help out with the preaching work there,
and a number did so.

Our family remained in Masterton, and
during the following decades, | not only
had many privileges in the congregation
but enjoyed assignments at both nation-
al and international conventions. Rowena
zealously shared in the field service, con-
stantly assisting others to do the same.

Enduring Tests of Faith

As noted at the outset, in 1985,1was di-
agnosed as having incurable cancer. How
much my faithful wife, Rowena, and I, to-
gether with our children, wanted to be
among the millions now living who will
never die! But the doctors sent me home to
die. First, though, they asked me how I
viewed the diagnosis.

“l am going to keep a calm heart and
be optimistic,” | replied. Indeed, the Bi-
ble proverb became my stabilizer: “A calm
heart is the life of the fleshly organism.”
—Proverbs 14:30.

The cancer specialists praised that Bible
advice. “That mental outlook is 90 percent
of the cure in cancer patients,” they said.
They also recommended seven weeks of ra-
diation treatment. Happily, | was eventual-
ly successful in combating the cancer.

During this very difficult time, I was
struck a terrible blow. My beautiful, loyal
wife suffered abrain hemorrhage and died.
I found comfort in the examples of faith-
ful ones recorded in the Scriptures and in
how Jehovah worked things out for them as
they maintained their integrity. Thus, my

hope in the new world remained bright.
—Romans 15:4.

Nevertheless, | became depressed and
wanted to stop serving as an elder. The lo-
cal brothers encouraged me until | again
had the power to carry on. As a result, |
have been able to serve continuously as a
Christian elder and overseer for the past
57 years.

Facing the Future With Confidence

Serving Jehovah all these years has been
an inestimable privilege. How many bless-
ings | have had! It does not seem long ago
that, as a 16-year-old, | heard my moth-
er exclaim: “This is it; this is the truth!”
My mother remained a faithful, zealous
Witness right up to the time of her death
in 1979, when she was over 100 years of
age. Her daughter and six sons also became
loyal Witnesses.

My burning desire is to live to see Jeho-
vah’sname cleared of all reproach. Will I re-
alize my lifelong hope of never dying? That,
ofcourse, remains to be seen. However, | am
confident that many, yes, millions will even-
tually experience that blessing. So as long
as | continue to live, I will treasure the pros-
pect of being counted among those who will
never die.—John 11:26.

In Our Next Issue

The Permanent End of Violence
— How?

Joyful Now and Forever

Look Beyond the Things You See!
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Irina’s
favorite
songbook

OT long ago, Irina, a nine-year-old girl

from Sofia, Bulgaria, was baptized as

one of Jehovah's Witnesses. She loves
to sing and particularly enjoys the songs in the
book Sing Praises to Jehovah. Irina therefore
made it a goal to learn a few songs by heart
every month.

One of Irina's favorite subjects in school is
music. So her music teacher was perplexed
when Irina turned down an offer to sing in the
school choir. Why did Irina refuse? She realized
that much of the music she would be required
to sing glorifies national heroes and holidays
that are of pagan origin. Some songs even ad-
vocate rebellion and violence to promote na-
tional ideals. The teacher could not understand
Irina's position on this matter. Irina resorted to
writing her teacher a letter setting forth her re-
ligious convictions— but to no avail.

Irina's father had an idea. He gave the teach-
er a copy of the book Sing Praises to Jehovah,
containing the songs that Irina loves to sing. A
few days later, the teacher called Irina into the
music room. She asked Irina to sing some of her
favorite songs from the book— in the presence
of her classmates— while the teacher accompa-
nied her on the piano. The performance lasted
for over an hour! The teacher had to admit that
Irina's favorite songbook had some beautiful
melodies.



