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GIVING
IS IT EXPECTED?

YOU may well know that 
the giving of presents 
is frequently dictated 

by custom. In most cultures 
there are occasions when 
g ifts  are expected. Such 
gifts may be meant as to­
kens of respect or expres­
sions of love. Many of them 
are never used by the recip­
ient; others help to fill real 
needs and are deeply appre­
ciated.

In Denmark when a baby 
is born, friends and relatives will visit 
and bring along gifts that they hope will 
be useful for the infant. In other lands, 
friends may have a party at which such 
gifts are given in anticipation of the birth.

Occasions when gifts are expected are, 
in many instances, annual affairs. Though 
such celebrations were not a practice 
among early Christians, they have become 
very popular among most professed Chris­
tians and non-Christians alike. The prac­
tice of giving birthday gifts may fade in 
other cultures as children grow older, but 
custom among the Greeks dictates other­
wise. In Greece much attention is given 
to birthdays. They also give presents to a 
person on his “name day.” What is that? 
Well, religious custom attaches a different 
“saint” to each day of the year, and many

people are named after “saints.” When the 
“saint’s” day arrives, those who bear that 
name receive gifts.

In addition to birthday celebrations for 
their children, Koreans have a national 
holiday known as Children’s Day. It is a 
time when there are family outings and 
when presents are given to children no 
matter what the date of their birth. Ko­
reans also have a Parents’ Day, when chil­
dren give to their parents, and a Teachers’ 
Day, when students honor their teachers 
and give them gifts. According to Korean 
custom, when a person reaches 60 years of 
age, a big party is held. Family and friends 
join in extending wishes for longevity and 
happiness, and gifts are presented to the 
one who has reached that point in life.

A wedding is another occasion when
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popular custom may call for gifts. When a 
couple in Kenya get married, the groom’s 
family is expected to offer a gift to the 
bride’s family. The guests too bring gifts. 
If the bride and groom follow the dictates 
of custom, they will sit on a platform, while 
the guests bring forward their gifts. As 
each one is presented, an announcement 
will be made that “So-and-so has brought 
a gift to the couple.” Many of the givers 
would be sorely displeased if they did not 
receive such recognition.

Among the Lebanese, when someone gets 
married, friends and neighbors, even peo­
ple who do not know the couple well, come 
for days afterward with gifts. From child­
hood, they are taught that giving gifts is a 
responsibility, like paying a debt. “If you 
don’t do it, you don’t feel good,” said a Leb­
anese man. “It is tradition.”

Of all the occasions when giving is ex­
pected, however, in many lands Christ­
mas is foremost. Is that not so where you 
live? As recently as 1990, it was estimated 
that Americans annually spend upwards of 
$40 billion on Christmas gifts. With great 
fervor that holiday is also celebrated by 
Buddhists and Shintoists in Japan, and var­
ious forms of the celebration are found in 
Europe, South America, and parts of Africa.

Christmas is a season when people ex­
pect to be happy, but many are not. And 
not a few find that the frenzied shopping 
for gifts and anxiety over paying the bills 
incurred overshadow whatever moments of 
pleasure they experience.

Yet, the Bible says that there is happi­
ness in giving. Indeed there is, depending 
on the spirit in which the giving is done. 
—Acts 20:35.

DO YOU HAVE THE SPIRIT OF

GIVING?
HAVE you observed that there is more 

than one spirit that prompts people 
to give? A gift may be an expression 

of love, of generosity, of appreciation. Yet 
have you not noted that a gift may also 
come from a person’s desire to be viewed 
with favor? Or it may be given simply out 
of a feeling of obligation or because the giv­
er wants something in return.

The gift may be in a package tied with a 
pretty ribbon. But is it not true that a fine 
gift may also be a bouquet of flowers, a dish 
of food, or a kind act? In fact, the gifts that

are most deeply appreciated often involve 
giving of oneself.

Is There Someone 
Whose Favor You Seek?

It is not unusual for a person to give a 
gift to one whose favor is sought. In some 
lands a young man who is seeking to win 
the heart of a prospective bride may bring 
her flowers. The wise woman sees beyond 
the gift though. She considers whether the 
spirit behind the young man’s gift is a lov­
ing one that will also make him a good hus­
band. Such a gift, if it reflects a godly spir-
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it, can lead to much happiness for both the 
giver and the recipient.

The Bible tells of an occasion when Abi­
gail, the wife of Nabal, quickly prepared a 
generous gift for David, whom she recog­
nized to be the one chosen by God to be the 
future king of Israel. She too sought fa­
vor. Her husband had spurned David and 
had screamed rebukes at David’s men. At 
the head of a band of some 400 armed 
men, David had set out to bring Nabal and 
his household to ruin. Abigail intervened, 
quickly sending to David a generous gift of 
food supplies for his men. She herself ar­
rived following her gift, and after humbly 
apologizing for what her husband had done, 
she gave evidence of great discernment as 
she reasoned with David.

Her objective was noble, and the outcome 
was good. David accepted her gift and said 
to her: “Go up in peace to your house. See, 
I have listened to your voice that I may have 
consideration for your person.” Later, af­
ter Nabal died, David even proposed mar­
riage to Abigail, and she gladly accepted. 
—1 Samuel 25:13-42.

In some cases, however, the favor that 
a person seeks might involve the showing 
of partiality, even the perversion of jus­
tice. In such a case, the gift is a bribe. 
The giver thinks he will benefit, but he 
robs himself of peace of mind. There is al­
ways the danger that others will find out, 
that he will be called to account. Even if 
the desired favor is granted, the one who 
sought it may find that he now has a rep­
utation of one whose motives are open to 
question. Reflecting godly wisdom, the Bi­
ble warns against such gifts.—Deuterono­
my 16:19; Ecclesiastes 7:7.

Does the Gift
Come From a Willing Heart?

There is no doubt about it—giving to 
someone you love because you want to do it

brings much more joy than giving because 
others make you feel that you should.

Concerning the gathering of relief sup­
plies for fellow Christians who were in need 
materially, the apostle Paul set out some ex­
cellent principles of godly giving. “If the 
readiness is there first,” he wrote, “it is 
especially acceptable according to what a 
person has, not according to what a person 
does not have.” He added: “Let each one do 
just as he has resolved in his heart, not 
grudgingly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 8:12; 
9:7) Thus, much depends on you. Instead of 
going into debt on a gift-giving spree, do 
you stay within your means? Rather than 
feeling compelled to give mainly because 
of social or commercial pressure, do you 
do what you have resolved in your heart? 
Of early Christians who applied such godly 
principles, Paul wrote: “They of their own 
accord kept begging us with much entreaty 
for the privilege of kindly giving and for a 
share in the ministry destined for the holy 
ones.”—2 Corinthians 8:4.

In contrast with that, the Royal Bank 
Letter of November/December 1994 said 
concerning the weeks leading up to Christ­
mas: “The season may be seen as a state of 
artificial excitement whipped up by busi­
ness interests to hustle consumers into buy­
ing things they otherwise would not buy.” If 
the buying is done on credit, whatever sat­
isfaction comes from giving the gifts may 
well be quickly overshadowed when the bills 
fall due.

Your Main Concern— The Occasion?
Or an Expression of Love?

Do you find that your giving of gifts is 
done largely on occasions that seem to re­
quire it? If so, you may be missing much of 
the joy that spontaneous giving can bring.

There are many people who are not
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pleased with the results of gift giving on 
specified days. A mother who is also a writ­
er acknowledged that greed surfaced in her 
children as the day neared when gifts were 
expected. She admitted that her own enjoy­
ment of a lovely gift was marred because 
she had hoped for something else. Numer­
ous reports say that holidays that feature 
festivities and the exchanging of gifts are 
also times when there is much emotional de­
pression and alcohol abuse.

Having observed that the emphasis on 
gift giving at holiday time sometimes ad­
versely affects children, a professor of psy­
chology quoted in The New York Times 
recommends: “Consider giving some gifts 
on other days as a way of reducing the 
stress.” Do you think that would have a good 
effect?

Tammy, a 12-year-old in a household that 
does not celebrate Christmas and birthdays, 
wrote: “It’s more fun getting a gift when 
you’re least expecting it.” She said that in­
stead of giving presents just once or twice 
a year, her parents give such to her and her 
brother all year round. But there is some­
thing that is more important to her than 
those gifts. As she puts it, “I have a very 
happy family life.”

The book Secrets of Strong Families 
frankly states: “Most of us spend time and 
money several times a year selecting per­
fect gifts for birthdays, anniversaries, or 
holidays for the people we love. The very 
best gift of all would take nothing from 
the bank account. And you wouldn’t have to 
wrap it. If you believe, like most people, 
that your life is the most valuable posses­
sion you have, then a piece of your life is the 
most precious gift you have to offer. We 
give that precious gift in the chunks of our 
time we give to our loved ones.”

You can let that giving reach beyond your 
own family. Spontaneous giving to fill an

evident need that others have can bring 
special satisfaction. Jesus Christ urged us 
to show such loving concern for the poor, 
the lame, and the blind, adding: “You will 
be happy, because they have nothing with 
which to repay you.”—Luke 14:12-14.

The Rockland Journal-News (U.S.A.) 
recently reported an example of that sort of 
giving. When the home of an elderly blind 
woman collapsed, friends built her a new 
house. Donations were made by several local 
businesses, and a monetary grant was made 
by a local government agency. “Most impor­
tant, though,” said the newspaper, “the 150 
or so people, most of whom attend the Hav- 
erstraw Jehovah’s Witnesses congregation, 
donated time to construct the house.”

The article continued: “At the building 
site there were piles of materials next to 
tables filled with food. In two days the work­
ers raised a two-family home, three stories
high___Jehovah’s Witnesses are known for
their ability to build structures quickly.. . .  
Such quickness, though, is in contrast with 
the permanence of their mission: to provide 
durability in a work of love. Ms. Blakely may 
not be able to see her new home, but her 
hands can feel it, and her heart knows the 
depths to which it has been moved by this 
selfless action.”

A Year-Round Spirit of Generosity
Those who are truly generous in spirit do 

not wait for special days. Their lives are not 
built simply around self. When they receive 
something good, they enjoy sharing it with 
others. This does not mean that they are 
compulsive gift givers. It does not mean 
that they give to such an extent that their 
families are deprived. It does not mean that 
they give without thought as to the effect 
on the recipient. Yet, they are people who 
“practice giving,” as Jesus taught his disci­
ples to do.—Luke 6:38.
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Some o f the most precious 
g ifts cost no money

They are aware of the circumstances of 
friends and neighbors who are elderly, ill, 
or otherwise in need of encouragement. 
Their “gift” may be a trip to the store or 
help with housework. It may be the chop­
ping of wood or the shoveling of snow. It 
may be a bowl of prepared food or an hour 
of time in which to visit and read together. 
Their own lives may be busy but not too 
busy to help. They have learned from expe­
rience that there truly “is more happiness 
in giving than there is in receiving.”—Acts 
20:35.

The greatest Giver of all, of course, is our 
Creator, Jehovah God. He “gives to all per­
sons life and breath and all things.” (Acts 
17:25) In the Bible, he also provides us 
with insight as to his purpose to put an 
end to wickedness, sickness, and death, and 
to make this earth a paradise. (Psalm 37: 
10, 11; Revelation 21:4, 5) Upon learning 
about this, those who are generous of spir­
it do not keep that good news to themselves. 
One of their greatest pleasures is to share 
it with others. Theirs truly is a godly spir­
it of giving. Is that the spirit that you are 
cultivating?
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THE AM M ONITES
A People That Repaid Kindness 

W ith Hostility

THE modern city named Amman, cap­
ital of the Hashemite kingdom of 
Jordan, preserves the memory of a 

people who have vanished from the earth­
ly scene. They were called the Ammonites. 
Who were they, and what lessons can we 
learn from their downfall?

The Ammonites were descendants of the 
righteous man Lot. (Genesis 19:35-38) Since 
Lot was a nephew of Abraham, you might 
say that the Ammonites were cousins to the 
Israelites. Lot’s offspring, however, turned 
to the worship of false gods. Still, Jehovah 
God maintained an interest in them. As the 
nation of Israel approached the Promised 
Land, God warned them: “Do not molest 
[the Ammonites] or engage in strife with 
them, because I shall not give you any of the

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

land of the sons of Ammon as a holding, for 
it is to the sons of Lot that I have given it 
as a holding.”—Deuteronomy 2:19.

Did the Ammonites appreciate such kind­
ness? On the contrary, they refused to ac­
knowledge that Jehovah had given them 
anything. They repaid God’s kindly inter­
est in them with relentless hostility toward 
God’s people, the Israelites. Though the Is­
raelites honored Jehovah’s command and 
made no aggressive moves against them, the 
Ammonites and their Moabite brothers felt 
threatened. True, the Ammonites made no 
military attack, but they did hire a prophet 
named Balaam and asked that he curse Isra­
el!—Numbers 22:1-6; Deuteronomy 23:3-6.

Something strange then happened. The 
Bible reports that Balaam was unable to ut-
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ter his curse. He could pronounce only bless­
ings upon them, saying: “Those blessing you 
are the ones blessed, and those cursing you 
are the ones cursed.” (Numbers 24:9) Those 
involved, including the Ammonites, should 
have learned a powerful lesson from this: 
When God’s people were involved, he was 
well prepared to intervene in their behalf!

The Ammonites, though, continued look­
ing for ways to oppose Israel. During the 
era of the Judges, Ammon teamed up with 
Moab and Amalek and invaded the Promised 
Land, advancing as far as Jericho. Victory 
was short-lived, however, as Israelite Judge 
Ehud drove the invaders back. (Judges 3: 
12-15, 27-30) An uneasy truce lasted until 
the days of Judge Jephthah. By then the na-

Ro man ru ins in Amman, site o f
the Am monites' capital

tion of Israel had fallen into idolatry, so Je­
hovah withdrew his protection. For some 18 
years, God had thus “sold them . . .  into the 
hand of the sons of Ammon.” (Judges 10:6-9) 
Again the Ammonites suffered a bitter de­
feat as the Israelites renounced idolatry and 
rallied under the leadership of Jephthah. 
—Judges 10:16-11:33.

Israel’s era of rule by judges ended with 
the coronation of its first king, Saul. No 
sooner had Saul begun to rule than Am­
mon’s hostility again erupted. King Nahash 
made a surprise attack on the Israelite city 
of Jabesh-gilead. When the men of that city 
sued for peace, Nahash the Ammonite made 
this outrageous demand: “On this condition 
I shall conclude it with you, on the condi­
tion of boring out every right eye of yours.” 
Historian Flavius Josephus claims that this 
was done partially as a defensive measure,

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.
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so that “when their left eyes were covered 
by their shields, they might be wholly use­
less in war.” Yet, the real purpose of this 
heartless ultimatum was to make a humili­
ating example of these Israelites.—1 Samu­
el 11:1, 2.

Again the Ammonites had repaid Jeho­
vah’s kindness with hostility. Jehovah did 
not ignore this vicious threat. “The spirit 
of God became operative upon Saul on his 
hearing these words [of Nahash], and his an­
ger got very hot.” Under the direction of 
God’s spirit, Saul mustered a force of 330,- 
000 fighting men that so thoroughly routed 
the Ammonites that “there were not left 
over among them two together.”—1 Samu­
el 11:6, 11.

The Ammonites’ selfish preoccupation 
with their own interests, their ruthlessness, 
and their greediness eventually led to their 
complete ruin. As Jehovah’s prophet Zepha- 
niah had foretold, they became “like Gomor­

The A m m onites  liv e d  in th is a rea

rah . . .  a desolate waste, even to time indef­
inite . . .  because they reproached and kept 
putting on great airs against the people of 
Jehovah of armies.”—Zephaniah 2:9, 10.

World leaders today should take notice of 
what happened to Ammon. God has similar­
ly shown the nations a measure of kindness 
in allowing them to live on his footstool, 
the earth. But instead of caring for the 
earth, selfish nations are ruining it, even 
having threatened the planet with nuclear 
destruction. Rather than show kindness to 
worshipers of Jehovah on earth, often the 
nations show hostility, subjecting them to 
harsh persecution. The lesson of the Am­
monites therefore is that Jehovah does not 
take lightly repaying his kindness with hos­
tility. And in his due time, he will take ac­
tion, just as he did in ancient times.—Com­
pare Psalm 2:6-12.
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___ T h e y  “D id  J u s t  So ”____
“This is what the love o f  God means, that we observe his commandments.

—1 JOHN 5:3.

QQ > ^ 0 D  IS LOVE.” All who come to 
f  _  know God and obey his com- 

mandments gain a deep appre­
ciation for the depth of that love. “The love 
is in this respect, not that we have loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent forth his 
Son as a propitiatory sacrifice for our sins.” 
As we exercise faith in Jesus’ precious ran­
som sacrifice, we ‘remain in God’s love.’ 
(1 John 4:8-10, 16) Thus we may enjoy a 
wealth of spiritual blessings now and in the 
system of things to come, everlasting life. 
—John 17:3; 1 John 2:15,17.

2 The Bible record abounds with exam­
ples of those who have observed God’s com­
mandments and have been richly blessed as 
a result. These include pre-Christian wit­
nesses, concerning some of whom the apos­
tle Paul wrote: “In faith all these died, al­
though they did not get the fulfillment of 
the promises, but they saw them afar off 
and welcomed them and publicly declared 
that they were strangers and temporary 
residents in the land.” (Hebrews 11:13) Lat­
er, devoted Christian servants of God ben­
efited from “the undeserved kindness and 
the truth [that] came to be through Jesus 
Christ.” (John 1:17) Throughout some 6,000 
years of human history, Jehovah has re­
warded faithful witnesses who have obeyed 
his commandments, which truly “are not 
burdensome.”— 1 John 5:2, 3.

1. What can be said as to the extent of God’s 
love?
2. How has observing God’s commandments 
benefited his servants?

In the Days of Noah
3 The Bible record states: “By faith Noah, 

after being given divine warning of things 
not yet beheld, showed godly fear and con­
structed an ark for the saving of his house­
hold; and through this faith he condemned 
the world, and he became an heir of the 
righteousness that is according to faith.” 
As “a preacher of righteousness,” Noah 
obeyed God implicitly, warning the violent 
pre-Flood world about the impending di­
vine judgment. (Hebrews 11:7; 2 Peter 2:5) 
In building the ark, he carefully followed 
the divinely provided blueprint. Then he 
brought in the designated animals and food 
supplies. “Noah proceeded to do according 
to all that God had commanded him. He did 
just so.”—Genesis 6:22.

4 Noah and his family had to contend with 
the sinister influence of disobedient angels. 
These sons of God materialized and co­
habited with women, producing a super­
human hybrid offspring that bullied man­
kind. “The earth came to be ruined in the 
sight of the true God and the earth became 
filled with violence.” Jehovah sent the Del­
uge to wipe out that wicked generation. 
(Genesis 6:4, 11-17; 7:1) Since Noah’s day 
demonic angels have not been permitted 
to materialize in human form. Neverthe­
less, ‘the whole world continues to lie in the

3. In what ways did Noah do “just so”?
4, 5. (a) How has a sinister influence affected 
mankind to this day? (b) Why should we do “just 
so” in obeying divine instructions?
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power of the wicked one,’ Satan the Devil. 
(1 John 5:19; Revelation 12:9) Prophetical­
ly, Jesus compared that rebellious genera­
tion of Noah’s day to the generation of man­
kind that has rejected him since the sign of 
his “presence” began to become evident in 
1914.—Matthew 24:3, 34, 37-39; Luke 17: 
26, 27.

5 Today, as in Noah’s day, Satan is trying 
to bring mankind and our planet to ruin­
ation. (Revelation 11:15-18) Hence it is ur­
gent that we heed the inspired command: 
“Put on the complete suit of armor from 
God that you may be able to stand firm 
against the crafty acts of the Devil.” (Ephe­
sians 6:11, footnote) In this, we are fortified 
by studying God’s Word and applying it in 
our lives. Further, we have Jehovah’s car­
ing organization, with its anointed “faith­
ful and discreet slave” and its loving elders, 
to shepherd us patiently in the way that we 
should go. We have a global preaching work 
to accomplish. (Matthew 24:14, 45-47) Like 
Noah, who so carefully obeyed divine in­
structions, may we always do “just so.”

Moses— The Meekest of Men
6 Consider another man of faith—Moses. 

He could have enjoyed a self-sparing life 
amid the luxuries of Egypt. But he chose 
“to be ill-treated with the people of God 
rather than to have the temporary enjoy­
ment of sin.” As Jehovah’s commissioned 
servant, “he looked intently toward the pay­
ment of the reward [and] continued stead­
fast as seeing the One who is invisible.” 
—Hebrews 11:23-28.

7 At Numbers 12:3, we read: “The man 
Moses was by far the meekest of all the men 
who were upon the surface of the ground.”

6, 7. (a) W hat rewarding choice did Moses 
make? (b) What courageous pattern did Moses 
leave for us?

Conversely, Pharaoh of Egypt acted like the 
proudest of all men. When Jehovah com­
manded Moses and Aaron to declare his 
judgment on Pharaoh, how did they re­
spond? We are told: “Moses and Aaron went 
ahead doing as Jehovah had commanded 
them. They did just so.” (Exodus 7:4-7) 
What a courageous pattern for us who de­
clare God’s judgments today!

8 Did the Israelites lend Moses loyal sup­
port? After Jehovah had afflicted Egypt 
with nine of the ten plagues, he gave Is­
rael detailed instructions on celebrating 
the Passover. “Then the people bowed low 
and prostrated themselves. Subsequently 
the sons of Israel went and did just as Je­
hovah had commanded Moses and Aaron. 
They did just so.” (Exodus 12:27, 28) At 
midnight of that eventful day, Nisan 14, 
1513 B.C.E., God’s angel proceeded to slay 
all of Egypt’s firstborn but passed over the 
Israelite homes. Why were the firstborn 
of Israel spared? Because they had found 
protection under the blood of the Passover 
lamb, splashed on their doorways. They 
had done just as Jehovah had commanded 
Moses and Aaron. Yes, “they did just so.” 
(Exodus 12:50, 51) At the Red Sea, Jeho­
vah performed a further miracle in saving 
his obedient people while destroying Pha­
raoh and his mighty military machine. How 
the Israelites exulted! Likewise today, many 
who have obeyed Jehovah’s commandments 
will rejoice to be eyewitnesses o f his vin­
dication at Armageddon.—Exodus 15:1, 2; 
Revelation 15:3, 4.

9 When Jehovah commanded Israel to

8. How were the Israelites required to do “just 
so,” and how will the rejoicing that resulted be 
paralleled in the near future?
9. What modern-day privileges are foreshad­
owed by the Israelites’ doing “just so” in connec­
tion with the tabernacle?
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take up a contribution and build a taber­
nacle in the wilderness, the people gener­
ously gave their full support. Then, even 
to the minutest detail, Moses and his will­
ing coworkers followed the architectural 
plans provided by Jehovah. “So the work for 
the tabernacle of the tent of meeting all 
came to its completion, in that the sons 
of Israel kept doing according to all that 
Jehovah had commanded Moses. They did 
just so.” Similarly, at the inauguration of 
the priesthood, “Moses proceeded to do ac­
cording to all that Jehovah had commanded 
him. He did just so.” (Exodus 39:32; 40:16) 
In modern times, we have the opportunity 
to give wholehearted support to the preach­
ing work and to programs for Kingdom ex­
pansion. It is our privilege thus to unite in 
doing “just so.”

Joshua— Courageous and Very Strong
10 When Moses commissioned Joshua to 

lead Israel into the land of promise, likely 
Jehovah’s inspired written Word was avail­
able only in the five books of Moses, one 
or two psalms, and the book of Job. Mo­
ses had instructed Joshua to congregate 
the people when they reached the Prom­
ised Land and to “read this law in front 
of all Israel in their hearing.” (Deuteron­
omy 31:10-12) Moreover, Jehovah himself 
commanded Joshua: “This book of the law 
should not depart from your mouth, and you 
must in an undertone read in it day and 
night, in order that you may take care to do 
according to all that is written in it; for 
then you will make your way successful and 
then you will act wisely.”—Joshua 1:8.

11 The daily reading of Jehovah’s “book” 
equipped Joshua to handle the trials ahead,

10, 11. (a) What equipped Joshua for success? 
(b) How may we be strengthened to cope with 
modern-day trials?

just as daily reading of Jehovah’s Word, the 
Bible, strengthens His modern-day W it­
nesses to cope with the trials of these crit­
ical “last days.” (2 Timothy 3:1) Surrounded 
as we are by a violent world, let us also take 
to heart God’s admonition to Joshua: “Be 
courageous and strong. Do not suffer shock 
or be terrified, for Jehovah your God is 
with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) A f­
ter conquering Canaan, Israel’s tribes were 
richly rewarded when settling into their in­
heritance. “Just as Jehovah had command­
ed Moses, so the sons of Israel did.” (Josh­
ua 14:5) A similar reward awaits all of us 
today who read God’s Word and apply it in 
our lives, obediently doing “just so.”

Kings— Faithful and Disobedient
12 What of the kings in Israel? Jehovah 

had laid upon the king this requirement: 
“When he takes his seat on the throne of 
his kingdom, he must write in a book for 
himself a copy of this law from that which 
is in the charge of the priests, the Levites. 
And it must continue with him, and he must 
read in it all the days of his life, in order 
that he may learn to fear Jehovah his God so 
as to keep all the words of this law and these 
regulations by doing them.” (Deuteronomy 
17:18,19) Did Israel’s kings obey that com­
mand? For the most part, they failed miser­
ably, so that they suffered the maledictions 
foretold at Deuteronomy 28:15-68. Finally, 
Israel was scattered “from the one end of 
the earth to the other end of the earth.”

13 However, David—the first faithful hu­
man king in Israel—showed exceptional de­
votion to Jehovah. He proved to be ‘a lion

12. (a) What command was given to the kings 
in Israel? (b) The kings’ failure to obey resulted 
in what?
13. How may we be benefited, as was David, by 
showing love for Jehovah’s Word?

THE WATCHTOWER—DECEMBER 15, 1995 13



cub in Judah,’ foreshadowing Christ Jesus, 
the conquering ‘lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the root o f David.’ (Genesis 49:8, 9; Reve­
lation 5:5) Wherein did David’s strength 
lie? He had deep appreciation for Jehovah’s 
written Word and lived by it. In Psalm 19, 
“a melody of David,” we read: “The law 
of Jehovah is perfect.” After referring to 
the reminder, orders, commandment, and 
judicial decisions of Jehovah, David goes 
on to state: “They are more to be desired 
than gold, yes, than much refined gold; and 
sweeter than honey and the flowing honey 
of the combs. Also, your own servant has 
been warned by them; in the keeping of 
them there is a large reward.” (Psalm 19: 
7-11) If daily reading of Jehovah’s Word 
and meditating on it were rewarding 3,000 
years ago, how much more this is so today! 
—Psalm 1:1-3; 13:6; 119:72, 97, 111.

14 Still, it is not sufficient simply to gain 
knowledge. It is also essential for God’s ser­
vants to act upon that knowledge, to ap­
ply it according to the divine will—yes, to 
do “just so.” This can be illustrated in the 
case of David’s son Solomon, whom Jehovah 
chose “to sit upon the throne of the king- 
ship of Jehovah over Israel.” Solomon re-

14. In what way does Solomon’s course show the 
need for more than knowledge?

Do You Recall?
□  What should "the love of God" 

mean for us?

□  What do we learn from the exam­
ples of Noah, Moses, and Joshua?

□ To what extent did the kings in Israel 
obey God's "word"?

□  How is Jesus our Exemplar in doing 
"just so"?

ceived the assignment to build the temple, 
using the architectural plans that David re­
ceived “by inspiration.” (1 Chronicles 28:5, 
11-13) How could Solomon accomplish this 
tremendous task? In answer to a prayer, Je­
hovah granted him wisdom and knowledge. 
With these, and by adhering to the divine­
ly provided plans, Solomon was able to con­
struct that magnificent house, which came 
to be filled with Jehovah’s glory. (2 Chron­
icles 7:2, 3) Later, though, Solomon failed. 
In what respect? Jehovah’s law had stated 
concerning the king in Israel: “He should 
also not multiply wives for himself, that his 
heart may not turn aside.” (Deuteronomy 
17:17) Yet Solomon “came to have seven 
hundred wives, princesses, and three hun­
dred concubines; and his wives gradually... 
inclined his heart to follow other gods.” In 
his later years, Solomon turned aside from 
doing “just so.”— 1 Kings 11:3, 4; Nehemi- 
ah 13:26.

15 There were a few obedient kings in Ju­
dah, the last of whom was Josiah. In the 
year 648 B.C.E., he started to clean idola­
try out of the land and to renovate Jeho­
vah’s temple. It was there that the high 
priest found “the book of Jehovah’s law by 
the hand of Moses.” What did Josiah do 
about this? “The king now went up to the 
house of Jehovah with all the men of Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the 
priests and the Levites and all the people, 
the great as well as the small; and he be­
gan to read in their ears all the words of 
the book of the covenant, which had been 
found at the house of Jehovah. And the king 
kept standing in his place and proceeded 
to conclude the covenant before Jehovah 
to go following Jehovah and to keep his 
commandments and his testimonies and his

15. How did Josiah do “just so”?
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regulations with all his heart and 
with all his soul, to perform the 
words of the covenant that were 
written in this book.” (2 Chroni­
cles 34:14, 30, 31) Yes, Josiah “did 
just so.” As a result of his faith­
ful course, the execution of Jeho­
vah’s judgment on faithless Judah 
was stayed until the days of his de­
linquent sons.

Living by God’s Word
16 Of all the men who ever lived, 

the finest example of meditating 
on God’s Word and living by it is 
the Lord Jesus Christ. God’s Word 
was as food to him. (John 4:34) He 
told his listeners: “The Son cannot 
do a single thing of his own initia­
tive, but only what he beholds the 
Father doing. For whatever things 
that One does, these things the Son 
also does in like manner.” (John 5: 
19,30; 7:28; 8:28,42) Jesus “did just 
so,” declaring: “I have come down 
from heaven to do, not my will, but 
the will of him that sent me.” (John 
6:38) We who are dedicated W it­
nesses of Jehovah are called upon to 
do “just so” by following in Jesus’ 
footsteps.—Luke 9:23; 14:27; 1 Pe­
ter 2:21.

17 Doing God’s will was always up­
permost in Jesus’ mind. He was 
thoroughly fam iliar with God’s 
Word and was thus equipped to 
give Scriptural answers. (Matthew 
4:1-11; 12:24-31) By paying con­
stant attention to God’s Word, we 
too can become “fully competent,

16, 17. (a) In what respects must we 
follow in Jesus’ footsteps? (b) What oth­
er faithful servants of God provide ex­
amples for us?
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completely equipped for every good work.” 
(2 Timothy 3:16,17) Let us follow the exam­
ple of faithful servants of Jehovah in an­
cient times and in later times and above all 
that of our Master, Jesus Christ, who said: 
“ In order for the world to know that I love 
the Father, even as the Father has given me 
commandment to do, so I am doing.” (John 
14:31) May we also show our love for God by 
continuing to do “just so.”—Mark 12:29-31.

18 As we meditate upon the obedient 
course of God’s servants in Bible times, 
are we not encouraged to perform faithful 
service during the closing days of Satan’s 
wicked system? (Romans 15:4-6) We should 
indeed be stimulated to “become doers of 
the word” in the fullest sense, as the follow­
ing article will discuss.—James 1:22.

18. What should stimulate us to “become doers 
of the word,” and what will be discussed next?

To yfu l  “D o er s o f th e  Wo r d ”
“ Accept with mildness the implanting o f the word which is able to save your 

souls. However, become doers o f the word, and not hearers only. ”
— JAMES 1:21, 22.

C C T ) EC()ME DOERS OF THE 
WORD.” This simple statement 
carries a powerful message. It is 

taken from “The Letter of James” in the Bi­
ble, and it will be displayed in Kingdom 
Halls as the yeartext of Jehovah’s Witness­
es throughout 1996.

2 James, a half brother of the Lord Jesus, 
was prominent in the early Christian con­
gregation. On one occasion after Jesus’ res­
urrection, our Lord appeared personally to 
James and then to all the apostles. (1 Corin­
thians 15:7) Later, when the apostle Peter 
was miraculously released from prison, he 
told an assembled Christian group: “Report 
these things to James and the brothers.” 
(Acts 12:17) It appears that James, though 
not himself an apostle, presided at the gov-

1. How is our yeartext for 1996 to be regarded?
2, 3. Why was it appropriate that James should 
write the letter that bears his name?

erning body meeting in Jerusalem when 
the apostles and elders decided that Gentile 
converts need not be circumcised. James 
summed up matters, and the decision con­
firmed by holy spirit was sent to all the con­
gregations.—Acts 15:1-29.

3 Obviously, James’ mature reasoning 
carried much weight. However, he humbly 
acknowledged that he himself was mere­
ly “a slave of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (James 1:1) His inspired letter con­
tains a wealth of sound counsel and encour­
agement for Christians today. It was com­
pleted about four years before the initial 
Roman attack on Jerusalem by General Ces- 
tius Gallus, after the good news had been 
preached extensively “in all creation that is 
under heaven.” (Colossians 1:23) They were 
critical times, and Jehovah’s servants were 
fully aware that His judgment was about to 
be executed on the Jewish nation.
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M ay w e  to o  open ou r hearts  
to  d iv in e  teach ing

4 Those C hristians a l­
ready had the entire He­
brew Scriptures and much 
of the Greek Scriptures. As 
indicated by their numer­
ous references to the ear­
lier writings, the Christian 
Bible writers obviously had 
great confidence in God’s 
Word. Likewise, we today 
need to study God’s Word 
earnestly and apply it in our 
lives. In order to endure, we 
need the spiritual strength 
and courage that the Holy 
Scriptures provide.—Psalm 
119:97; 1 Timothy 4:13.

5 Today mankind stands 
at the brink of “great tribu­
lation such as has not oc­
curred since the world’s be­
ginning until now, no, nor 
will occur again.” (Matthew 
24:21) Our survival depends 
on having divine guidance.
How may we find this? By 
opening our hearts to the 
teachings of God’s spirit-inspired Word. 
This will lead us to “become doers of the 
word,” like loyal servants of Jehovah in for­
mer times. We must read and study God’s 
Word diligently and use it to Jehovah’s 
praise.—2 Timothy 2:15; 3:16,17.

Endurance With Joy
6 In opening his letter, James mentions

4. What indicates that the early Christians had

freat confidence in God’s Word?
. Why do we need special guidance today, and 

where will we find it?
6. Why should we find joy in meeting up with 
trials?

joy, the second fruit of God’s spirit. He 
writes: “Consider it all joy, my brothers, 
when you meet with various trials, know­
ing as you do that this tested quality of your 
faith works out endurance. But let endur­
ance have its work complete, that you may 
be complete and sound in all respects, not 
lacking in anything.” (James 1:2-4; Gala­
tians 5:22, 23) How may it be said that it 
is “all joy” to meet up with many trials? 
Well, even Jesus said in his Sermon on the 
Mount: “Happy are you when people re­
proach you and persecute you and lyingly
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Job 's  in te g r ity  was re w a rd e d  by 
his be ing  re s to re d  to  a fu ll,  happy 
li fe  w ith  lo v e d  ones

dying system. How may 
we be assured of finding 

such wisdom? James tells us: “If any one of 
you is lacking in wisdom, let him keep on 
asking God, for he gives generously to all 
and without reproaching; and it will be giv­
en him. But let him keep on asking in faith, 
not doubting at all, for he who doubts is like 
a wave of the sea driven by the wind and 
blown about.” (James 1:5,6) We should pray 
earnestly, with unwavering confidence that 
Jehovah will hear our petitions and that he 
will answer them in his own good time and 
way.

9 Godly wisdom is a gift from Jehovah. 
Describing such gifts, James says: “Every 
good gift and every perfect present is from 
above, for it comes down from the Father of 
the celestial lights, and with him there is

9. How does James describe godly wisdom and 
its application?

say every sort of wicked thing 
against you for my sake. Rejoice 
and leap for joy, since your reward 
is great in the heavens.” (Matthew 
5:11, 12) There is joyful satisfac­
tion in seeing Jehovah’s blessing 
on our efforts as we press on to­
ward the goal of everlasting life.
—John 17:3; 2 Timothy 4:7,8; He­
brews 11:8-10, 26, 35.

7 Jesus himself endured “for the 
joy that was set before him.” (He­
brews 12:1, 2) Looking intent­
ly at Jesus’ courageous exam­
ple, we too can endure! As James 
mentions toward the end of his 
letter, Jehovah richly rewards in­
tegrity keepers. “Look! We pro­
nounce happy those who have endured,” 
says James. “You have heard of the endur­
ance of Job and have seen the outcome Je­
hovah gave, that Jehovah is very tender in 
affection and merciful.” (James 5:11) Recall 
how Job’s integrity was rewarded when he 
was restored to good health and to the en­
joyment of a full, happy life with loved ones. 
Endurance in integrity can bring you simi­
lar rejoicing in the promised Paradise of 
God’s new world, as a climax to the joy of 
serving Jehovah right now.

Seeking Wisdom
8 Our diligent study of God’s Word, to­

gether with its practical application, will 
result in godly wisdom, enabling us to en­
dure trials amid the corruption of Satan’s

7. (a) How may we be helped to endure? (b) Like 
Job, how may we be rewarded?
8. How may we find true, practical wisdom, and 
what part does prayer play in this?
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not a variation of the turning of the shad­
ow.” Later in his letter, James explains the 
result of gaining true wisdom when he says: 
“Who is wise and understanding among 
you? Let him show out of his fine conduct 
his works with a mildness that belongs to
wisdom___ The wisdom from above is first
of all chaste, then peaceable, reasonable, 
ready to obey, full of mercy and good fruits, 
not making partial distinctions, not hypo­
critical.”—James 1:17; 3:13-17.

10 In the world empire of false religion, 
whether in Christendom or in other lands, 
it is often the custom for worshipers to sing 
some hymns, listen to repetitious prayers, 
and perhaps hear a discourse. No encour­
agement is given toward proclaiming a 
message of hope, for most religions see no 
bright prospect for the future. The glori­
ous hope of God’s Messianic Kingdom ei­
ther is never mentioned or is completely 
misunderstood. Jehovah says prophetical­
ly of Christendom’s adherents: “There are 
two bad things that my people have done: 
They have left even me, the source of liv­
ing water, in order to hew out for them­
selves cisterns, broken cisterns, that cannot 
contain the water.” (Jeremiah 2:13) They 
have no waters of truth. Heavenly wisdom 
is lacking.

11 How different it is among Jehovah’s 
Witnesses today! With God-given dynamic 
energy, they are flooding the earth with the 
good news of His incoming Kingdom. The 
wisdom that they speak is based solidly on 
the Word of God. (Compare Proverbs 1:20; 
Isaiah 40:29-31.) Indeed, they make practi­
cal use of true knowledge and understand­
ing in proclaiming the grand purposes of 
our God and Creator. It should be our desire

10. How does false religion contrast with the 
true?
11, 12. (a) How should divine wisdom motivate 
us? (b) Concerning what does divine wisdom 
warn us?

that all in the congregation “be filled with 
the accurate knowledge of [God’s] will in all 
wisdom and spiritual comprehension.” (Co- 
lossians 1:9) Having this foundation, both 
young and old will be motivated always to 
“become doers of the word.”

12 “The wisdom from above” warns us 
about sins that could result in divine dis­
approval. “Know this, my beloved broth­
ers,” says James. “Every man must be swift 
about hearing, slow about speaking, slow 
about wrath; for man’s wrath does not work 
out God’s righteousness.” Yes, we must be 
swift, eager, to listen to divine counsel and 
apply it. However, we must guard against 
the misuse of that “little member,” the 
tongue. Through bragging, unwise gossip, 
or self-opinionated talk, the tongue can fig­
uratively set a ‘great woodland’ afire. We 
therefore need to cultivate pleasantness 
and self-control in all of our associations. 
—James 1:19, 20; 3:5.

13 “Hence,” writes James, “put away all 
filthiness and that superfluous thing, bad­
ness, and accept with mildness the implant­
ing of the word which is able to save your 
souls.” (James 1:21) This greedy world, 
with its showy, materialistic, me-first life­
style and degraded morals, is about to pass 
away. “But he that does the will of God re­
mains forever.” (1 John 2:15-17) How im­
portant it is, then, that we accept “the im­
planting of the word” ! The wisdom provided 
by God’s Word stands in clear contrast to 
the badness of this dying world. We want 
none of that badness. (1 Peter 2:1, 2) We 
need to have love of the truth and strong 
faith implanted in our hearts, so that we 
will be determined never to deviate from 
Jehovah’s righteous ways. But is it enough 
to hear God’s Word?

13. Why is it important that we accept “the im­
planting of the word”?
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Becoming “Doers of the Word”
14 At James 1:22, we read: “Become do­

ers of the word, and not hearers only, de­
ceiving yourselves with false reasoning.” 
“Become doers of the word”! This theme 
is certainly highlighted in James’ letter. 
We must listen, then do “just so”! (Genesis 
6:22) Many people today claim that it is suf­
ficient to hear a sermon or share in some 
formalistic worship occasionally, but they 
leave it at that. They may think that as 
long as they live a ‘good life’ according to 
their standards, that will suffice. Yet Jesus 
Christ stated: “If anyone wants to come af­
ter me, let him disown himself and pick 
up his torture stake and continually fol­
low me.” (Matthew 16:24) Self-sacrificing 
action and endurance in following Jesus’ 
pattern of doing God’s will are clearly re­
quired of true Christians. For them, God’s 
will today is the same as it was in the first 
century when the resurrected Jesus com­
manded: “Go therefore and make disciples 
of people of all the nations.” (Matthew 28: 
19) How are you doing in this respect?

15 If we keep peering into God’s Word, it 
can be like a mirror in reflecting to us just 
what kind of persons we are. James says: 
“He who peers into the perfect law that be­
longs to freedom and who persists in it, this 
man, because he has become, not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, will be hap­
py in his doing it.” (James 1:23-25) Yes, he 
will be a happy ‘doer of the word.’ Moreover, 
it is important to be a “doer” in every de­
tail of our Christian lives. We should never 
deceive ourselves into thinking that mere 
formal worship is enough. James counsels

14. How can we become both “hearers” and “do­
ers” of the Word?
15. (a) What illustration does James give, show­
ing how we may become happy as “doers of the 
word”? (b) Why is mere formal worship not 
enough?

us to observe some aspects o f true worship 
that even zealous Christians may have ne­
glected. He writes: “The form of worship 
that is clean and undefiled from the stand­
point of our God and Father is this: to look 
after orphans and widows in their tribula­
tion, and to keep oneself without spot from 
the world.”—James 1:27.

16 It is not sufficient just to say, ‘I be­
lieve in God,’ and leave matters at that. 
As James 2:19 notes: “You believe there is 
one God, do you? You are doing quite well. 
And yet the demons believe and shudder.” 
James emphasizes that “faith, if it does not 
have works, is dead in itself,” and refers to 
Abraham, saying: “His faith worked along 
with his works and by his works his faith 
was perfected.” (James 2:17, 20-22) Abra­
ham’s works included providing relief for 
his kinsfolk, showing hospitality, preparing 
to sacrifice Isaac, and ‘publicly declaring’ 
unshakable faith in God’s promise of “ the 
city having real foundations,” the future 
Messianic Kingdom. (Genesis 14:16; 18:1-5; 
22:1-18; Hebrews 11:8-10, 13,14; 13:2) Ap­
propriately, Abraham “came to be called 
‘Jehovah’s friend.’ ” (James 2:23) We too 
may be counted as ‘friends of Jehovah’ as 
we actively proclaim our faith and hope in 
his incoming Kingdom of righteousness.

17 Those who “become doers of the word” 
are indeed “declared righteous by works, 
and not by faith alone.” (James 2:24) Rahab 
was one who added works to her faith in the 
“word” that she had heard concerning Je­
hovah’s mighty acts. She concealed the Is-

16. In what ways did Abraham become “Jeho­
vah’s friend,” and how may we gain His friend­
ship?
17. (a) Why was Rahab “declared righteous,” 
and how was she rewarded? (b) What long list 
does the Bible provide of those who ‘became do­
ers of the word’? (c) How was Job rewarded, and 
why?
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raelite spies and helped them to escape, 
and then she gathered her father’s house­
hold for preservation. In the resurrection, 
how she will rejoice to learn that her faith, 
backed up by works, led to her becoming an 
ancestress of Messiah! (Joshua 2:11; 6:25; 
Matthew 1:5) Hebrews chapter 11 provides 
a long list of others who ‘became doers’ in 
demonstrating their faith, and they will be 
richly rewarded. Nor must we forget Job, 
who under severe trial said: “Let the name 
of Jehovah continue to be blessed.” As we 
have already noted, his faith and works re­
sulted in a grand reward. (Job 1:21; 31:6; 
42:10; James 5:11) Likewise, our endurance 
today as “doers of the word” will bring Je­
hovah’s smile of approval.

18 Among those who have endured much 
over the years are our brothers in Eastern 
Europe. Now that many restrictions have 
been removed, these have truly “become do­
ers of the word” in their new environment. 
Missionaries and pioneers from neighbor­
ing lands have moved in to assist in teach­
ing and organizing. The Finland branch 
and other nearby branches of the Watch 
Tower Society have sent in expert builders, 
and the generous worldwide brotherhood 
has financed construction of new branch of­
fices and Kingdom Halls.—Compare 2 Co­
rinthians 8:14,15.

19 How zealously those long-oppressed 
brothers have responded in the field! They 
‘are working hard and exerting themselves’ 
to catch up, as it were, on opportunities 
not available during the “troublesome sea­
son.” (1 Timothy 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:2) For ex­
ample, this past April in Albania, where 
suppression had been very cruel, the en­
tire supply of the Kingdom News enti­
tled “Why Is Life So Full of Problems”

18, 19. How have long-oppressed brothers “be­
come doers of the word,” and what blessing has 
their activity brought?

was distributed in only three days. This 
was a splendid follow-up to the Memorial 
of Jesus’ death, attended by 3,491 persons 
—many more than their 538 active publish­
ers.

20 Other lands too have made a significant 
contribution to Memorial attendances, 
which have increased in recent years to well 
over 10,000,000. In many places new ones, 
their faith strengthened by attending and 
observing the Memorial, are ‘becoming do­
ers of the word.’ Can we encourage more 
new associates to qualify for that privilege?

21 Like those zealous Christians in the 
first century, and so many since then, let us 
be determined to exert ourselves in “pursu­
ing down toward the goal” of everlasting 
life, whether that is to be in the heavenly 
Kingdom or in its earthly realm. (Philippi- 
ans 3:12-14) It is worth our every effort to 
attain that goal. This is no time to relapse 
into being hearers only, but the time of all 
times to ‘be strong and work.’ (Haggai 2:4; 
Hebrews 6:11,12) Having ‘accepted the im­
planting of the word,’ may we ‘become joy­
ful doers of the word’ now and on into the 
eternity to come.

20. What do recent Memorial attendances indi­
cate, and how may many be helped?
21. In line with our yeartext, what course 
should we pursue, and with what goal?

How Would You Answer?
□ How may we endure with joy?

□ What is "the wisdom from above," 
and how may we pursue it?

□ Why must we "become doers of the 
word, and not hearers only"?

□ What reports should stimulate us to 
be "doers of the word"?
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Lo o k ! A Kingdom Hall in Niue

NIUE is a small coral island in the 
South Pacific, 1,340 miles north­
east of New Zealand. According 

to a travel brochure, the name Niue comes 
from two words, Niu, meaning “coconut 
tree,” and e, meaning “behold,” or “look.” 
The brochure says: “Legend has it that the 
first Polynesian settlers uttered these words 
upon their arrival when seeing the coconut 
trees growing on the land.”

Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses in Niue are 
proud to tell visitors, “Fale he Kautu ha 
mautolu!” meaning, “Look! Our Kingdom 
Hall!” Why do they have such deep feelings 
about this hall? Jehovah’s Witnesses every­
where are proud of their Kingdom Halls, es­
pecially if they themselves were the build­
ers. But to build a Kingdom Hall on a remote 
island in the middle of the vast South Pa­
cific is quite another matter. After all, Niue 
covers only 100 square miles, and there are 
only 2,300 people on the entire island.

There was the question of who would 
build the Kingdom Hall. The one congrega­
tion in Niue has only 32 Witnesses. All the 
major equipment needed, such as trucks, 
bulldozers, and cranes, is owned by the gov­
ernment. Furthermore, virtually all the es­
sential building materials—steel, concrete 
blocks, roofing, electrical and plumbing 
materials, sound equipment, and chairs— 
would have to be shipped in from New Zea­
land on a service that operates only once 
every five weeks. Finally, the island’s rocky 
surface would make construction difficult, 
and the hall would have to be built to with­
stand tropical hurricanes. Indeed, a formi­
dable task for anyone!

There was, however, a major difference 
here. For Jehovah’s Witnesses, a Kingdom 
Hall is the center of true worship local­

ly, and they look to Jehovah God for direc­
tion and help. (Psalm 56:11; 127:1) Christian 
brothers in New Zealand, including mem­
bers of a Niuean congregation in Auckland, 
came to the aid of the small group of Wit­
nesses in Niue, lending wholehearted sup­
port to the building project.

The Decision to Proceed
In June 1994 at a Kingdom Hall construc­

tion site in Rotorua, New Zealand, a call 
went out for those interested in sharing 
in the Niue project. Amazingly, 200 Chris­
tian brothers and sisters volunteered. From 
these, 80 persons were selected, including 
carpenters, steel workers, plumbers, roof­
ers, plasterers, painters, electricians, sound 
technicians, concrete workers, bricklayers, 
and laborers.

The brothers drew up plans and moved 
ahead, trusting in Jehovah. One of the two 
congregation elders in Niue, a local busi­
nessman, started on the arrangements for 
shipping in all needed materials. A spe­
cial air-travel/accommodation fare was ne­
gotiated for the overseas workers, who vol­
unteered to pay their own expenses, and 
the building dates were set. The project was 
to be completed in 20 days, from March 4 
to March 23, 1995, when the Kingdom Hall 
would be dedicated.

“I had my first-ever panic attack when 
I saw the site,” said the project director, 
who came over from New Zealand one week 
ahead to set things up. “The ground is all 
rock. It will take two weeks just to dig 
the footings.” But he had underestimated 
the local Witnesses, he later admitted. “The 
Niuean brothers can read rocks,” he said. 
“They know where to hit a rock so that big 
pieces will fall off.” The footings were com­
pleted in two days!
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On March 4 the first planeload of New 
Zealand Witnesses arrived, and the con­
crete work was done. As successive groups 
of workers came, various phases of the proj­
ect were completed. Workdays began at 
7:00 a.m. with a brief discussion of the dai­
ly Bible text. Some brothers worked 12-hour 
days in temperatures up to 97 degrees Fahr­
enheit. Finally, by March 23, the grounds 
had been landscaped. An attractive sign 
made from a mango tree identified the 
building as the “Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.”

Spirit of Cooperation and Hospitality
A vital factor that contributed to the suc­

cess of the project was the cooperation of 
the people of Niue. Local villagers, caught 
up in the spirit of the occasion, donated 
food and money. Many viewed the hall con­
struction as their project. Government of­
ficials and businessmen rendered services 
that went beyond the call of duty. Need­
ed equipment was made available, as was 
a woodwork factory. The shipping company 
even rerouted its ship to make sure that 
needed materials would arrive at just the 
right time.

The visitors truly appreciated the hard 
work and hospitality of the Niuean Witness­
es, who shared their homes and possessions. 
“Local sisters were wonderful,” said one

construction worker. 
In addition to the hot 
noon meal every day, 

the sisters served a cooked breakfast each 
morning at 6:30. Some got up at 4:30 a.m. 
to prepare the food. Said one construction 
worker: “I think we have lived better over 
here in Niue than we do in our own homes.” 

On March 10 the Niue Star reported 
on the event in a front-page story with 
the headline “The First Kingdom Hall in 
Niue” and a picture of New Zealanders and 
Niueans working at the site. It related that 
the hall is 3,000 square feet in size and seats 
from 70 to 100 people. The article added: 
“The task can actually be completed in two 
[weeks], but in this case it will be extended. 
At this stage, only two days after work com­
menced, the foundation, frames, rafters and 
roof have been erected, ahead of time.”

A local businessman expressed the wish 
that all on Niue Island have a look at the 
project and learn a lesson from it. He said 
that he hoped it would show everyone what 
can be done with love and cooperation.

A crowd of 204 came to the dedication. 
What proved to be a very moving experience 
for all in attendance was a special presenta­
tion in which the Niuean brothers, sisters, 
and children depicted in song and dance the 
building of the Kingdom Hall. Expressions 
of thanks were made to the construction 
team and to Jehovah, whose spirit moved 
minds, hearts, and hands to accomplish the 
task.—Isaiah 40:28-31.
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“I Am  Precio u s to  tehovah!”

IN THESE “critical times hard to 
deal with,” many faithful ser­
vants of Jehovah endure a con­

stant battle with feelings of worth­
lessness. (2 Timothy 3:1) This is not 
surprising, for one of Satan’s “crafty 
acts” is to make us feel that we are 
unloved, even by our Creator! (Ephe­
sians 6:11, footnote) Appropriately, 
the April 1,1995, issue of The Watch- 
tower contained two articles for con­
gregation study entitled “You Are 
Precious in God’s Eyes!” and “In­
cite to Love and Fine Works—How?”
These articles were designed to re­
mind us that Jehovah treasures our 
efforts. Following are some comments of ap­
preciation that were received:

“Never in my 27 years as one of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses has a magazine so affected 
me. I couldn’t help but cry—these articles 
brought me such relief. I now feel so loved 
by Jehovah. It is as if a huge burden is re­
moved from my shoulders.”— C. H.

“I went over this magazine four times in 
one day. I enjoyed the way the article said 
that you were taught a lie if you believe you 
are of no worth. I’m going to use this article 
for shepherding and door-to-door preach­
ing.”—  M. P.

“Satan has done an excellent job of mak­
ing even those who love Jehovah feel worth­
less and unlovable. To be reminded by the 
‘faithful slave’ class that Jehovah loves us. 
deeply and that he appreciates all the small 
things we do for him is one of the most 
encouraging things I have read. For many 
years I have had the feelings you spoke of 
in these articles. I never felt worthy of Je­
hovah’s love, so I tried to do more and more

in his service 
as a way of earning that love.
But I was motivated by guilt and shame. So 
no matter how many hours I spent in the 
ministry, or how many people I helped, I felt 
it was not enough. I saw only the lack in 
me. Now when I serve Jehovah out of love, I 
imagine he is smiling and that he is proud 
of me. This makes my love for him swell 
even more and makes me want to do more. 
Now I experience tremendous joy from my 
service to Jehovah.”— R. M.

“These are absolutely the finest, most up­
building, yes, outstanding articles to touch 
our hearts that I have ever read! I have been 
reading The Watchtower for 55 years, and 
there have been many landmark issues. But 
this issue surpasses anything we have ever 
had to allay our misgivings, apprehensions, 
and fears that we are ‘worthless’ and ‘un­
loved’ and can never do enough to ‘earn’ Je­
hovah’s love. This Watchtower contains the 
kind of spiritual help our brothers desper­
ately need. It is my intention to use these
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articles over and over again when shepherd­
ing.”— F. K.

“For those of us who struggle with low 
self-esteem, or even with feelings of self- 
loathing, it can be so difficult to gather our 
strength to continue in the truth. This arti­
cle reflected such a depth of compassion and 
understanding, it was like an application of 
soothing, healing balm, right to the heart. 
How comforting to read such words in The 
Watchtower and to know without a doubt 
that Jehovah does understand! Thank you 
for reminding us that Jehovah doesn’t try 
to motivate his people through guilt, shame, 
or fear. Even though my contribution to 
the preaching work has been severely limit­
ed recently by financial troubles and health 
problems in our family, I am still finding 
fulfillment in what I am able to do. I find I 
am much happier in service when I try to let 
love be my compelling force.”— D. M.

“I have just finished reading ‘You Are 
Precious in God’s Eyes!’ Every paragraph 
brought tears to my eyes. I came from a 
family that showed little love. I was belit­
tled, teased, and laughed at. So, early in 
life I felt worthless. I still carry entrenched 
feelings from my past that beat me down 
when I experience calamity. When I stopped 
serving as a congregation elder, I felt like 
a failure as usual—to God, my family, and 
my brothers in the congregation. These feel­
ings don’t go away overnight, but this time­
ly article has helped me regain a measure 
of balance. It has brightened my outlook.” 
— D. L.

“Thank you for the article ‘You Are Pre­
cious in God’s Eyes!’ I deal with intense self- 
hatred and deep feelings of worthlessness, 
which have their roots in childhood abuse. It 
is definitely appropriate to view this distort­
ed thinking as a crafty act of Satan himself. 
It can even crush one’s will to live. I truly 
must work every day to resist the lie that I

am unlovable. This article means more to 
me than you could possibly know.”— C. F.

“Today the brothers especially respond to 
the thought that Jehovah appreciates deeds 
motivated by love rather than by compul­
sion or pressure. A consideration of Jeho­
vah’s warm and affectionate personality, his 
interest in his people as individuals, and 
the loving manner in which he extends him­
self is refreshing and motivating. In view 
of this, as soon as we received the article 
‘You Are Precious in God’s Eyes!’ many ex­
pressed appreciation. It seems to be opening 
the way for many to develop a more person­
al relationship with Jehovah. My wife and I 
wish to express appreciation for the tone 
and sensitivity expressed in recent Watch- 
tower magazines. We are working to apply 
many of these points as we visit the congre­
gations.”— From a traveling overseer.

“I have been a faithful reader for nearly 
30 years, but I have never read anything so 
inspiring, so uplifting. The powerful, skill­
fully applied scriptures have helped me to 
root out the lies concealed in my own feel­
ings, allowing me to draw closer to Jeho­
vah. For many years I served Jehovah out 
of guilt. I had only a cerebral understand­
ing of the ransom and God’s love. Thank 
you for such insightful and thoughtful arti­
cles. I hope to read many more like them.” 
— M. S.

“In all my 29 years of being in the truth, 
I cannot remember when an article has 
caused in me such a reaction of gratefulness 
and deep emotion. Though I was reared with 
great love and by a caring family, I have nev­
er felt worthy of being alive, let alone wor­
thy of serving Jehovah. After this article, I 
got down on my knees, and with deep sob­
bing I thanked Jehovah. I will cherish this 
article forever. I will look at myself differ­
ently because now I have the understanding 
that I am precious to Jehovah.”— D. B.
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Garo Nalbandian

AFTER days of rain, what a pleasure it 
is to wake up and see the sun shin- 

l ing in a cloudless sky! The earth has 
been refreshed, and now the vegetation can 
grow luxuriantly. Jehovah God once used 
such a picture to illustrate the blessings 
of righteous rule. To King David he said: 
“When one ruling over mankind is righ­
teous, ruling in the fear of God, then it 
is as the light of morning, when the sun 
shines forth, a morning without clouds. 
From brightness, from rain, there is grass 
out of the earth.”—2 Samuel 23:3, 4.

God’s words proved true during the righ­
teous rule of David’s son, King Solomon. 
The Bible reports: “Judah and Israel contin­
ued to dwell in security, everyone under his 
own vine and under his own fig tree, from 
Dan to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon.” 
— 1 Kings 4:25.

Ancient Israel was God’s chosen nation. 
He gave them his laws and told them that if 
they obeyed his voice, he would place them 
“high above all other nations of the earth.” 
(Deuteronomy 28:1) It was not Israel’s own 
righteousness but Jehovah’s righteousness 
that exalted them. The commandments that 
God gave them were far superior to the laws 
of the nations around them. As a people, 
they were just as imperfect as all those na­
tions. Hence, to Jehovah’s superior Law and 
their strict adherence to it go the credit 
for their being lifted up above the nations. 
When they obeyed Jehovah’s laws, they en­
joyed his favor and blessing. King Solomon 
experienced this during his reign. He could 
say: “Righteousness is what exalts a nation, 
but,” he warned, “sin is something disgrace­
ful to national groups.”—Proverbs 14:34.

Sadly, through frequent acts of disobedi-
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ence, the nation of Israel was brought to 
a low standing. They suffered national dis­
grace. This eventually led to their perma­
nent rejection in favor of a new spiritual na­
tion.—Matthew 21:43.

Spiritual Israel
At a meeting of the Christian govern­

ing body in Jerusalem, James, born a Jew, 
said under inspiration that God had “turned 
his attention to the nations to take out 
of them a people for his name.” (Acts 15: 
14) The apostle Paul called this new Chris­
tian nation “the Israel of God.” (Galatians 
6:16) Respecting the purpose of their call­
ing, Peter wrote: “You are ‘a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peo­
ple for special possession, that you should 
declare abroad the excellencies’ of the one 
that called you out of darkness into his won­
derful light.” (1 Peter 2:9) As God’s chosen 
people, they were to shine as illuminators 
in the world. Jehovah’s righteousness would 
set them on high.—Philippians 2:15.

The selection of these spiritual Israel­
ites can be compared to diamond mining. 
When rich diamond-bearing ore is brought 
to the surface, it may yield only 1 carat 
(.007 ounce) per 3 tons of earth. A method 
once used to separate the diamonds involved 
mixing the ore with water and flowing the 
mixture over tables of grease. Diamonds 
are water-repellent, and they stuck to the 
grease while the unwanted material was 
washed away. At this stage the diamonds 
were rough. However, when cut and pol­
ished, they reflected light in all directions.

Like water-repellent diamonds that are 
no part of the matter around them, Jeho­
vah’s people have been separated from the 
world. (John 17:16) When first drawn to the 
light, they may have lacked luster. But Je­
hovah’s Word and spirit create within them 
a new personality, and they shine as illumi­

nators in this world. It is because of Je­
hovah’s righteousness that they are set on 
high and reflect the glorious light of King­
dom truth in all directions, not because of 
their own righteousness.

Yet, from the latter part of the first cen­
tury C.E., apostasy crept into the congre­
gations and affected many. So-called Chris­
tians became integrated with the nations of 
the world and could not be distinguished 
from the world around them.

Today a faithful remnant of spiritual Is­
raelites have been restored to Jehovah’s fa­
vor. They have separated themselves from 
the world and have cleansed themselves “of 
every defilement of flesh and spirit.” (2 Co­
rinthians 7:1) Being clean and upright be­
fore Jehovah, they uphold his righteous­
ness. This has elevated them to a high 
position of favor above the nations of the 
world. Through their zealous preaching of 
the good news of the Kingdom, a great in­
ternational crowd has been drawn to Je­
hovah and has become part of his people. 
—Revelation 7:9, 10.

The World Can See the Difference
Worldly authorities at times praise the 

conduct of God’s servants. Some time ago, 
the chief security officer of the Pretoria 
Show Grounds, South Africa, commented on 
the behavior of Jehovah’s Witnesses, from 
all races, who use those facilities for their 
annual conventions. Among other things, he 
wrote: “Everyone was and is courteous, peo­
ple speaking nicely to one another, the atti­
tude displayed the past few days—it all tes­
tifies to the calibre of the members of your 
society, and that all live together like one 
happy family.”

Jehovah’s people can contribute to the 
righteousness of his nation not only at such 
large gatherings but also in their private 
lives. For example, the South Africa branch 
of the Watch Tower Society received a letter
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from a lady in Johannesburg, saying: “Last 
week I drove away with my purse on top of 
my car. It fell off in Jan Smuts Avenue and 
was picked up together with all its contents 
by a member of your congregation, Mr. R—,
who phoned and returned it to me___I very
much appreciate this honesty which has be­
come a rare commodity in present times 
and commend your congregation for setting 
down the principles which your members 
adhere to.”

Yes, by adhering to Jehovah’s righteous 
principles, his people are made to stand out 
as different from the world. Because these 
exhibit Jehovah’s righteousness, honest- 
hearted ones are drawn to the Christian 
congregation. It is natural to be attracted to 
something clean and pure. For example, a 
stranger once came to a meeting of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses in Zurich, Switzerland, and 
said that he wanted to become a member 
of the congregation. He explained that his 
sister had been disfellowshipped for immo­
rality and added that he wanted to join an 
organization that “does not tolerate bad con­
duct.” Even the New Catholic Encyclope­
dia acknowledges that Jehovah’s Witness­
es are known as “one of the best-behaved 
groups in the world.”

While righteousness uplifts, sin can 
bring disgrace upon one’s good name, espe­
cially if serious wrongdoing becomes known 
in the community. The Christian congrega­
tion at times has to bear the shame heaped 
upon it when individual members com­
mit gross sin. Understandably, the faith­
ful members of the congregation can de­
fend the good name of the congregation by 
showing that the wrongdoer has been disci­
plined in a merciful way, that is, in harmo­
ny with Scriptural principles. If someone 
practices sin and will not repent, he will be 
excluded from the congregation—disfellow­
shipped.— 1 Corinthians 5:9-13.

Why Some Are Disfellowshipped
Though some thousands are disfellow­

shipped from the Christian congregation 
each year, it is only a small percentage 
of the nearly five million Witnesses in the 
world. Why should such a drastic step be 
taken against anyone in the Christian con­
gregation? The nature of the wrongdoing is 
one of the determining factors. But a more 
important factor is whether the wrong­
doer is genuinely repentant over the seri­
ous wrong committed. If he truly has been 
cut to the heart, has turned to Jehovah 
in heartfelt prayer, begging forgiveness for 
the sin committed against Him, and has 
sought the help of the responsible men in 
the congregation, he may be assisted to 
regain God’s favor and remain a part of 
the congregation.—Proverbs 28:13; James 
5:14, 15.

When a child who has a good, healthy re­
lationship with his father does something 
that grieves the father, both should be quick 
to restore that precious relationship. Like­
wise, when we dedicate our lives to Jehovah, 
we enter into a most precious relationship 
with him. Hence, when we do something 
that grieves him, we should act quickly in 
seeking to restore that relationship with 
our Heavenly Father.

Happily, some who were in a disfellow­
shipped state have taken to heart the il­
lustration of the prodigal son. Jehovah is 
there likened to a loving Father ready to re­
ceive a repentant sinner back if that one 
turns around and seeks God’s forgiveness. 
(Luke 15:11-24) Genuine, heartfelt repen­
tance and a turning away from what is bad 
has been a way to return to Jehovah’s favor 
and the Christian congregation. Some re­
pentant wrongdoers who have felt crushed 
under the burden of their guilt have been 
moved to repent and take steps to return 
to the loving environment of the Christian
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congregation. Thus they have come to ap­
preciate Jehovah’s words at Isaiah 57:15.

To keep individuals from returning to Je­
hovah’s loving care, Satan would like to pre­
tend that there is no forgiveness for sins 
that have been committed. But the ransom 
sacrifice of Christ Jesus is adequate to cov­
er the sins of any who repent—yes, even 
“the whole world’s” inherited sinfulness. 
(1 John 2:1, 2) The one sin that is not cov­
ered by the ransom is sin against God’s holy 
spirit, which amounts to deliberate rebel­
lion against the operation of God’s spirit, 
such as the gross sins of Judas Iscariot and 
many scribes and Pharisees.—Matthew 12: 
24, 31, 32; 23:13, 33; John 17:12.

Upholding Jehovah’s Righteousness
Since the remnant of spiritual Israelites 

were restored to Jehovah’s favor in 1919, 
they have become more and more elevat­
ed from the surrounding world. This is not 
because of any goodness on their part but 
because of their willing submission to Je­
hovah’s laws and standards. As a result, mil­
lions of Christ’s “other sheep” have been 
drawn into association with spiritual Israel 
as loyal companions. (John 10:16) These peo­
ple bring glory and honor to Jehovah in a 
world that is far removed from God’s righ­
teous standards. It is as the South African 
magazine Personality once observed: “Je­
hovah’s Witnesses seem to be bursting with 
good qualities and to be almost free from 
the bad.”

To maintain this elevated position in an 
ungodly world, each individual member of 
the Christian congregation needs to live a 
clean, upright life before Jehovah. In the Bi­
ble, Jehovah’s heavenly organization is pic­
tured by clean things. It is seen as a beauti­
ful woman arrayed with the sun and having 
the moon under her feet. (Revelation 12:1) 
The New Jerusalem is described as a holy

city, beautiful in appearance. (Revelation 
21:2) The faithful members of the bride of 
Christ are given “bright, clean, fine linen.” 
(Revelation 19:8) Those of the great crowd 
are seen “dressed in white robes.” (Revela­
tion 7:9) People inclined toward righteous­
ness are drawn to a clean organization. By 
contrast, Satan’s organization is unclean. 
His religious system is pictured as a harlot, 
and those outside the holy city are described 
as dirty, unclean.—Revelation 17:1; 22:15.

Everlasting life is promised to righteous 
ones. The congregated people upholding Je­
hovah’s righteousness have the prospect of 
surviving the end of this wicked system. 
“The one listening to me . . . will reside in 
security and be undisturbed from dread of 
calamity,” God promises at Proverbs 1:33.

How exhilarating it will be when the 
Greater Solomon, Christ Jesus, rules over 
that new world in righteousness, in the fear 
of Jehovah! (2 Peter 3:13) It will be as the 
light of morning when the sun shines forth, 
a morning without clouds. All earth’s in­
habitants will dwell in security, each one sit­
ting under his own vine and fig tree, as it 
were. Righteous human society will beauti­
fy the earth and occupy its rightful place in 
the universe to the everlasting praise of our 
God, Jehovah.—Micah 4:3, 4; see also Isaiah 
65:17-19, 25.

IN  OUR NEXT ISSUE

Finding Peace in a Troubled World

Jehovah Gives Peace 
and Truth in Abundance

"Handling the Word 
of the Truth Aright"
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D O  Y O U  REM EM BER?

H ave you  g iven care fu l thought to  recent issues o f The 
W a tch to w er?  You m ay find it in teresting to  recall the 

fo llo w in g :

□ How does one 'come to Jesus' in harmony with 
his invitation at Matthew 1 1:28? Jesus said: " If  an y­

one w ants to  com e a fte r me, let him d isow n himself and 

p ick up his to r tu re  stake and con tinua lly  fo llo w  m e." 

(M a tth e w  1 6 :2 4 ) Hence, to  come to  Jesus implies sub­

m itting  one 's  ow n w ill to  the w ill o f G od  and Christ, 

accepting  a ce rta in  load  o f re spons ib ility  and do ing so 

co n tin u a lly .— 8 /1 5 ,  page 17.

□ Why do only a "few " find the 'cramped road 
leading off into life' that Jesus mentioned at Mat­
thew 7s 13/ 14? The n a rro w  ro a d  is restric ted by 

G o d 's  laws and princip les. Hence, it w ou ld  appeal on ly 

to  som eon e  s incere ly  desiring to  con form  his life  to  

G o d 's  standards. A lth oug h ap pe a rin g  re s tric tive , the 

'c ra m p e d  ro a d ' sets a person fre e  in eve ry  im portan t 

respect. Its boundaries a re  set by  "the  pe rfe c t law  that 

be longs to  fre e d o m ." (James 1 :2 5 )— 9 /1 ,  page 5.

□ How can discernment be cultivated? Discernment 

does not come easily  o r n a tu ra lly . But w ith  patience, 

p ra y e r, earnest e ffo rt, w ise associa tion, study o f and 

m e d ita tio n  on the B ible, and re liance  on Jehovah's holy 

sp ir it, d iscernm ent can be cu ltiva te d .— 9 /1 ,  page 21.

□ How can human jealousy be a force for good? 
It can m ove a person to  p ro te c t a loved one from  bad 

influences. M o re o v e r, humans can p ro p e rly  show jea l­

ousy fo r  Jehovah and his w orsh ip . (1 Kings 1 9 :1 0 ) 

— 9 /1 5 ,  pages 8, 9.

□ What is meant by the expression at Gene­
sis 50 :23  concerning Joseph's grandsons: "They 
were born upon Joseph's knees"? This could sim ply 

mean tha t Joseph acknow le dge d  the children as his de ­

scendants. It cou ld also ind icate  tha t he a ffec tiona te ly  

p la ye d  w ith  the ch ildren , dand ling  them upon his knees. 

Fathers to d a y  do  w e ll to  show th e ir children sim ilar a f­

fe c t io n .— 9 /1 5 ,  pages 2 0 , 21 .

□ What is vitally important to a successful mar­
riage and family life? To ach ieve  such de s irab le  

results, m a rria g e  pa rtne rs must a lw ays put G o d 's  w ill 

firs t. D oing so, m a rria g e  mates try  to  stick toge the r and 

w o rk  ou t the ir problem s by ap p ly in g  the counsel o f 

G o d 's  W o rd . They thus a vo id  a ll sorts o f heartaches 

tha t result when G o d 's  w ill is igno red . (Psalm 1 9 :7 -1 1 ) 

— 1 0 /1 ,  page 11.

□ How crucial today is a godly sense of urgency?
A godly sense of urgency is an integral part of whole- 
souled service to Jehovah. It wards off and helps thwart 
the Devil's attempts to cause God's servants to 'get tired 
and give out in their souls.' (Hebrews 12:3) It protects 
them from unnecessary involvement with the world and 
its materialism, keeping their minds on the things above 
—"the real life." (1 Timothy 6:19)—10/1, page 28.
□ In the parable of the sheep and the goats, when 
does Jesus sit down on his throne and w hy? (Mat­
thew 25:31 -33) The parable does not show him sitting 
down in the sense of becoming King. Rather, he sits 
down as Judge. That judging is not something extending 
over a period of many years. Instead, the parable points 
to the future when Jesus will in a limited time pronounce 
and execute judgment on the nations.—10/15, pag­
es 22, 23.
□ What is the "generation" so frequently re­
ferred to by Jesus? Jesus applied the term "this 
generation" to the contemporary masses with their 
"blind guides" who made up the Jewish nation. (Mat­
thew 11:16; 15:14; 24:34)—1 1/1, page 14.
□ In the final fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy at 
Matthew 24 :34-39 , to what does the expression 
"this generation" refer? Jesus apparently refers to 
the peoples on earth who see the sign of Christ's pres­
ence but fail to mend their ways.— 11/1, pages 19, 31.
□ How did the arrangement of refuge cities and 
their restrictions benefit the people in ancient Isra­
el? It impressed upon the Israelites that they should not 
be careless or indifferent about human life. It also em­
phasized the need to show mercy when doing so is 
warranted. (James 2:13)—11/15, page 14.
□  What is the antitypical city of refuge? This is 
God's provision for protecting us from death for vio­
lating his commandment about the sanctity of blood. 
(Genesis 9:6)—11/15, page 17.
□ How can the Christian brotherhood help us to 
"regain power"? (Isaiah 40 :31) Among our Chris­
tian brothers and sisters, there are some who may be 
facing similar pressures and trials and who may be ex­
periencing feelings much like our own. (1 Peter 5:9) It 
is reassuring and faith strengthening to know that what 
we are going through is not uncommon and that our feel­
ings are not unusual.—12/1, pages 15, 16.
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Case Against 
Jehovah’S Witnesses Decided

AFTER repeated postponements, the 
Court of Appeals in Thessalonica, 

L Greece, finally met on June 8,1995, to 
hear the case against four female Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. The charge brought against them? 
Proselytism, which Greek law has prohibited 
for more than five decades.

However, by the time the court convened, 
the prime witness for the prosecution—the 
priest who instigated the case against the 
four women—was no longer living. Another 
priest tried to testify in his place, but the 
court did not accept his plea. Thus, it is not 
surprising that the hearing lasted only 15 
minutes! The judge examined the other pros­
ecution witnesses and found the defendants 
not guilty of practicing unlawful proselytism. 
This decision indicates that the Greek courts 
are willing to respect and abide by the deci­

sion reached in 1993 by the European Court 
of Human Rights.

It was especially surprising to see the three 
women who testified for the prosecution ap­
proach the Witness defendants, wholeheart­
edly congratulating them. “We apologize for 
all these things that happened,” said one of 
them. She added: “It wasn’t our fault. The 
priest forced us to prosecute you. Now that he 
is no longer living, we want you to come to our 
village and to our homes.”

Thus, Jehovah has once again granted a 
wonderful victory to his people in Greece. 
Proselytism laws were passed in Greece in 
1938 and 1939. In 1993 the European Court 
of Human Rights ruled that using this law 
to persecute Jehovah’s Witnesses is wrong. 
—See The Watchtower, September 1, 1993, 
pages 27-31.


