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OCTOBER 24, 1995, marks the 50th anniversary of the
United Nations. All 185 current member States are com-
mitted to the organization’soriginal principles and goals

as expressed in that charter: to main-
tain international peace and security; to
suppress acts of aggression that threaten
world peace; to encourage friendly rela-
tions among nations; to protect the fun-
damental freedoms of all peoples without
discrimination based on race, sex, lan-
guage, or religion; and to achieve inter-
national cooperation in solving economic,
social, and cultural problems.

For 50 years the United Nations or-
ganization has made notable efforts to
bring about world peace and security. Ar-
guably, it may have prevented a third
world war, and the wholesale destruction
of human life through the use of nuclear
bombs has not been repeated. The Unit-
ed Nations has provided millions of chil-

"W etre peopLES OF

THE UNITED NATIONS DETERMINED

tosave succeeding generations from the
scourge of war, which twice in our lifetime
has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human
rights, in the dignity and worth of the human
person, in the equal rights of men and
women and of nations large and small, ..."

— Preamble to the charter of the United Nations.

dren with food and medicine. It has contributed to improved health standards in many
countries, providing, among other things, safer drinking water and immunization
against dangerous diseases. Millions of refugees have received humanitarian assistance.

In recognition of its accomplishments, the United Nations organization has been
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize five times. Yet, the lamentable fact of life is that we still
do not live in a world without war.

Peace and Security— Unattained Goals
After 50 years of efforts, peace and security are still unattained goals. In a recent
speech to the United Nations General Assembly, the president of the United States ex-
pressed his frustration by saying that “this century so full of hope and opportunity and
achievement has also been an age of deep destruction and despair.”
As 1994 closed, The New York Times observed: “Nearly 150 wars or skirmish-
es are in progress in which thousands of people are dying—more civilians than



soldiers by most reckonings—and hundreds
of thousands are becoming refugees.” The
United Nations Department of Public Infor-
mation reported that since 1945 more than
20 million people have lost their lives as a
result of armed conflicts. U.S. ambassador
to the United Nations, Madeleine Albright,
noted that “regional conflicts are now in
many ways more brutal.” Violation of hu-
man rights and discrimination hit the news
on a daily basis. Many nations seem to tol-
erate rather than befriend one another.

Sir David Hannay, Britain's ambassador
to the United Nations, admitted that “the
United Nations has been, up to the 1980s,
fairly close to being an honorable failure.”
The secretary-general of the United Na-
tions, Boutros Boutros-Ghali, lamented that
there is a growing indifference and fatigue
among member States when it comes to
peacekeeping operations. He concluded that
to many of the members, “the United Na-
tions is not a priority number one.”

The Media’s Influence

As powerful as the United Nations may
appear to be, its efforts are often thwarted
by politics and the media. The United Na-
tions is powerless if it lacks the support
of its members. But without the public’s
approval, many UN members will not sup-
port the United Nations. For instance, ac-
cording to The
“spectacular failures in Somalia and Bosnia
have persuaded many Americans that the
organization isn’t just wasteful, but actual-
ly dangerous.” This attitude of the public
has, in turn, persuaded some American pol-
iticians to propose reducing U.S. financial
support of the United Nations.

News organizations are not shy when it
comes to criticizing the United Nations
severely. Terms like “total incompetence,”
“cumbersome,” “inefficient,” and “para-
lyzed” have been unreservedly used when
describing various aspects of UN opera-
tions. The Washington Post National

Frustrated Efforts

Peace and security cannot exist as long as there are war, poverty, crime, and
corruption. The United Nations recently released the following statistics.

Wars: "Of the 82 armed conflicts between
1989 and 1992, 79 were domestic, many
along ethnic lines,- 90 per cent of casu-
alties were civilian."— United Nations De-
partment of Public Information (UNDPI)

Weapons: "The ICRC [International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross] estimates more
than 95 manufacturers in 48 countries are
producing between 5 and 10 million anti-
personnel mines each year."— United Na-
tions High Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR)

"In Africa, there are about 30 mil-
lion mines scattered over 18 countries."
— UNHCR
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Poverty: "Worldwide, one out of every five
people— more than one billion in all- live
below the poverty line, and an estimat-
ed 13 million to 18 million die annually of
poverty-related causes."— UNDPI

Crime: "Reported crime has grown at a
world-wide average of 5 per cent each year
since the 1980s; in the USA alone, there
are 35 million crimes committed annually."
— UNDPI

Corruption: "Public corruption is becoming
commonplace. In some countries financial
frauds are estimated to cost the equivalent
of 10 per cent of the country's annual gross
domestic product."— UNDPI

WallStreet Jour



Weekly Edition recently stated that “the
United Nations remains a slow-motion bu-
reaucracy struggling to adapt to a real-time
world.”

Another newspaper quoted Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali as express-
ing his frustration with the Rwanda massa-
cres. He said: “It is a failure not only for the
United Nations; it is a failure for the inter-
national community. And all of us are re-
sponsible for this failure.” A popular televi-
sion news-special in 1993 stated that the
United Nations “has failed to stop the great-
est threat to peace—the spread of nuclear
weapons.” The TV program spoke of a Unit-
ed Nations that “for decades has been most-
ly talk.”

This widespread feeling of disappoint-
ment weighs heavily on the minds of Unit-
ed Nations officials and adds to their frus-
tration. Yet, despite the frustrations, at
the 50th anniversary of the United Nations,
many seem to have renewed optimism and
are hoping for a fresh start. Although ac-
knowledging the shortcomings of the Unit-
ed Nations, Ambassador Albright echoed the
sentiments of many when she said: “We have
to stop talking about where we've been, and
we need to talk about where we're going.”

Yes, where is the world going? Will there
ever be aworld without war? If so, what role
will the United Nations play in it? More-
over, if you are God-fearing, you should ask,
‘What role will God play in it?’

A World Without War— When?

iE Charter of the United Nations went
Tinto effect on October 24, 1945. It is
the most comprehensive strategy for world
peace ever to be designed by humans. With
its original 51 member States, the Unit-
ed Nations became the largest internation-
al organization in the history of the world.
Also, for the first time ever, an interna-
tional organization would have access to an
army to enforce peace and security and
bring about a world without war.

Today, with 185 member States, the Unit-
ed Nations is stronger than ever. Why, then,
has the most powerful international orga-
nization in history failed to accomplish its
noble objectives fully?

Religion— A Great Hindrance
One major complication is the role that
religion plays in world affairs. True, ever
since the inception of the United Nations,
the principal religions of the world have
pledged their support to that organization.

Referring to its 50th anniversary, Pope John
Paul Il spoke of the United Nations as “the
instrument par excellence for promoting
and safeguarding peace.” His sentiments
are shared by a global community of reli-
gious leaders. But this tactful liaison be-
tween religion and government cannot hide
the fact that religion has been a hindrance
and a nuisance to the United Nations.

For centuries religion has played a prime
role in promoting or supporting national-
istic hatred, wars, and genocides. In re-
cent years, under the cloak of religious
fervor, neighbors have killed one anoth-
er. The term “ethnic cleansing” has been
widely used in connection with the war in
the Balkans. However, the violent hatred
that many there have for one another is
based on religious affiliation rather than on
race, since most of them have the same eth-
nic roots. Yes, religion must accept much of
the responsibility for the bloodbath in the
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former Yugoslavia, and the United Nations
has not been able to stop it.

Appropriately, a college professor of reli-
gion recently stated that “in a post cold-war
world of increasing religious militancies,
an examination of religion and genocide
may be one of our more pressing priorities,
despite the discomfort it engenders.” A new
awareness of how religion is impeding the
efforts for world peace is evident today.

A 1981 UN declaration stated: “Con-
cerned by manifestations of intolerance
and by the existence of discrimination in
matters of religion or belief still in evidence
in some areas of the world, Resolved to
adopt all necessary measures for the speedy
elimination of such intolerance in all its
forms and manifestations and to prevent
and combat discrimination on the ground of
religion or belief.”

In harmony with their declaration, the
United Nations has declared 1995 to be the
Year for Tolerance. Realistically speaking,
though, will it ever be possible to achieve
peace and security in aworld divided by re-
ligion?

The Future of Religion
A prophecy in the Bible book of Rev-
elation provides the answer. It speaks of
a symbolic “great harlot” that sits as “a
gueen” and has “a kingdom over the kings
of the earth.” This harlot lives “in shame-
less luxury” and has relations with the
world’'s governments. These governments
are depicted as “a scarlet-colored wild
beast,” upon which the harlot rides in com-
fort. (Revelation 17:1-5,18; 18:7) Known as
“Babylon the Great,” this powerful and im-
moral woman is named after ancient Bab-
ylon, the cradle of idolatrous religion. Ap-
propriately, today the harlot represents all
the world’s religions, which have mingled

in with the affairs of governments.
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The account goes on to say that, in time,
God will put it into the hearts of militaris-
tic components of the wild beast to take ac-
tion. These “will hate the harlot and will
make her devastated and naked, and will
eat up her fleshy parts and will complete-
ly burn her with fire.” (Revelation 17:16)*
Thus Jehovah God himself will have taken
the initiative by maneuvering powerful na-
tions into a campaign to remove false reli-
gion. The worldwide religious system, with
its luxurious temples and shrines, will be
completely devastated. Religious hindrance
to establishing peace and security will then
be out of their way. But even then, will
there be real peace and security on earth?

Imperfect Human Nature

Is there any guarantee that eliminating
religion will really clear the way for a world
without war? No. The United Nations will
continue to face an ironic situation. On the
one hand, people want peace and security.
Yet, on the other hand, it is people who pose
the greatest threat to peace and security.
Hatred, pride, egotism, selfishness, and ig-
norance are human traits at the root of all
conflicts and wars.—James 4:1-4.

The Bible foretold that in our day people
would be “lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, self-assuming, haughty, blasphem-
ers, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
disloyal, having no natural affection, not
open to any agreement, slanderers, without
self-control, fierce, without love of good-
ness, betrayers, headstrong, puffed up with
pride.”—2 Timothy 3:1-4.

Secretary-General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
acknowledged that “the world is suffering
from a social and moral crisis which, in many

* For an in-depth study of the prophecy of Revela-
tion regarding Babylon the Great, see chapters 33 to
37 of the book Revelation— Its Grand Climax At
Hand!, published in 1988 by the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society of New York, Inc.



societies, is of immense proportions.” No
amount of diplomatic maneuvers can neu-
tralize the harmful traits of imperfect hu-
man nature.—Compare Genesis 8:21; Jere-
miah 17:9.

Jesus Christ— The Prince of Peace

Clearly, the United Nations does not have
the ability to bring world peace. Its mem-
bers and supporters are all imperfect hu-
mans, notwithstanding their lofty goals.
The Bible says that “to earthling man his
way does not belong. It does not belong to
manwho is walking even to direct his step.”
(Jeremiah 10:23) Furthermore, God warns:
“Do not put your trust in nobles, nor in the
son of earthling man, to whom no salvation
belongs.”—Psalm 146:3.

The Bible foretells what Jehovah will ac-
complish through his Son, the “Prince of

Peace.” Isaiah 9:6, 7 states: “There has been
a child born to us, there has been a son giv-
en to us; and the princely rule will come
to be upon his shoulder. And his name
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. To the
abundance of the princely rule and to peace
there will be no end.”

The nations of the world have been wea-
ried by 50 years of frustrated efforts. Very
soon they will destroy harlotlike religious
organizations. Then Jesus Christ, the “King
of kings and Lord of lords,” and his army
of heavenly warriors will dissolve all hu-
man governments and put to death all who
reject God’'s sovereignty. (Revelation 19:
11-21; compare Daniel 2:44.) By this means
Jehovah God will bring about a world with-
out war.

The Christian View of the United Nations

In Bible prophecy, human governments
are often symbolized by wild beasts.
(Daniel 7:6, 12, 23; 8:20-22) Hence, for
many decades the Watchtower magazine
has identified the wild beasts of Revelation
chapters 13 and 17 with today's world-
ly governments. This includes the United
Nations, which is depicted in Revelation
chapter 17 as a scarlet-colored beast with
seven heads and ten horns.

However, this Scriptural position does
not condone any form of disrespect to-
ward governments or their officials. The Bi-
ble clearly states: "Let every soul be in
subjection to the superior authorities, for
there is no authority except by God; the
existing authorities stand placed in their
relative positions by God. Therefore he
who opposes the authority has taken a
stand against the arrangement of God;
those who have taken a stand against

it will receive judgment to themselves."
— Romans 13:1, 2.

Accordingly, Jehovah's Witnesses, who
are maintaining strict political neutrality,
do not interfere with human governments.
They never foment revolution or partici-
pate in acts of civil disobedience. Rather,
they recognize that some form of govern-
ment is necessary to maintain law and or-
der in human society.— Romans 13:1-7;
Titus 3 1.

Jehovah's Witnesses view the United
Nations organization as they do other
governmental bodies of the world. They
acknowledge that the United Nations con-
tinues to exist by God's permission. In har-
mony with the Bible, Jehovah's Witness-
es render due respect to all governments
and obey them as long as such obedience
does not require that they sin against God.
— Acts 5:29.
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Does God come first

IN YOUR FAMILY?

“You must love Jehovahyour God withyour whole heart."—MARK 12:29, 30.

W W 7 HICH commandment is first
\ X / of all?” a scribe had asked
vV Jesus. Rather than give his
own opinion, Jesus answered his question
by quoting from God’s Word at Deuterono-
my 6:4, 5. He replied: “The first is, ‘Hear,
0 lIsrael, Jehovah our God is one Jehovah,
and you must love Jehovah your God with
your whole heart and with your whole soul
and with your whole mind and with your
whole strength.””—Mark 12:28-30.
2To obey what Jesus called the first com-
mandment—the most important one—re-
quires that we always do what pleases Jeho-
vah. Jesus did, even though on one occasion
the apostle Peter took exception to Jesus’
course, and on another his own close rel-
atives did too. (Matthew 16:21-23; Mark
3:21; John 8:29) What if you find your-
self in a similar situation? Say that fami-
ly members want you to cease your Bible
study and your association with Jehovah's
Witnesses. Will you put God first by do-
ing what pleases him? Does God come first,
even when family members may oppose
your efforts to serve him?

The Snare of Family Opposition
3Jesus did not minimize the hardship

1. How important is it that we love Jehovah?

2. (&) What opposition did Jesus have to face?
(b) What may at times make it difficult to please
Jehovah?

3. (&) What may the consequences of Jesus’
teachings be to the family? (b) How can family
members show whom they have greater affection
for?
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that may result when others in the family
oppose the member that accepts his teach-
ings. “A man’s enemies will be persons of
his own household,” Jesus said. Yet, despite
that sad consequence, Jesus showed who
should come first by saying: “He that has
greater affection for father or mother than
for me is not worthy of me; and he that has
greater affection for son or daughter than
for me is not worthy of me.” (Matthew 10:
34-37) We put Jehovah God first by follow-
ing the teachings of his Son, Jesus Christ,
who is “the exact representation of [God’s]
very being.”—Hebrews 1:3; John 14:9.

4 On another occasion when Jesus was

discussing what is really involved in being
his true follower, he said: “If anyone comes
to me and does not hate his father and
mother and wife and children and brothers
and sisters, yes, and even his own soul, he
cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:26) Jesus
obviously did not mean that his followers
should literally hate their family members,
since he commanded people to love even
their enemies. (Matthew 5:44) Rather, Je-
sus here meant that his followers must love
family members less than they love God.
(Compare Matthew 6:24.) In keeping with
that understanding, the Bible says that Ja-
cob “hated” Leah and loved Rachel, which
meant that he did not love Leah as much
as he loved her sister, Rachel. (Genesis 29:

4. (a) What did Jesus say was involved in being
his follower? (b) In what sense are Christians to
hate family members?



30-32) Even our own “soul,” or life, Jesus
said, should be hated, or loved less, than Je-
hovah!

real benefit to him? Would it be better to
keep the peace by giving in and not doing
anything about his problem? No, you prob-

6 As Creator and Life-Giver, Jehovah de-ably agree that it would be best to try to

serves complete devotion from all his ser-
vants. (Revelation 4:11) “I bend my knees
to the Father,” the apostle Paul wrote, “to
whom every family in heaven and on earth
owes its name.” (Ephesians 3:14, 15) Je-
hovah created the family arrangement in
such a marvelous way that family mem-
bers have natural affection for one anoth-
er. (1 Kings 3:25, 26; 1 Thessalonians 2:7)
Satan the Devil, however, cunningly ex-
ploits this natural family affection, which
includes a desire to please loved ones. He
fans the flames of family opposition, and
many find it a challenge to stand firm for
Bible truth in the face of it.—Revelation
12:9, 12.

Facing Up to the Challenge

6What will you do if you are forced to
make a choice between pleasing God or
pleasing a family member? Will you ratio-
nalize that God does not expect us to study
his Word and apply its principles if do-
ing so creates family dissension? But think
about it. If you give in and cease your Bible
study or association with Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, how will loved ones ever understand
that accurate knowledge of the Bible is a
life-and-death matter?—John 17:3; 2 Thes-
salonians 1:6-8.

7We might illustrate the situation this
way: Perhaps a family member has an ex-
cessive craving for alcohol. Would ignoring
or condoning his drinking problem be of

5. How does Satan cunningly exploit the family
arrangement?

6, 7. (a) How can family members be helped to
appreciate the importance of Bible study and
Christian association? (b) How can we demon-
strate that we truly love our family members?

help him overcome his drinking problem,
even if it means standing up to his wrath
and threats. (Proverbs 29:25) Similarly, if
you truly love your family members, you
will not give in to their efforts to stop you
from studying the Bible. (Acts 5:29) Only
by taking a firm stand may you help them
appreciate that living by Christ’'s teachings
means our very life.

8Putting God first may be very difficult
at times. But remember, Satan also made
it hard for Jesus to do God’s will. Yet Jesus
never gave up; he endured even the agony
of a torture stake for us. “Jesus Christ [is]
our Savior,” the Bible says. “He died for
us.” (Titus 3:6; 1 Thessalonians 5:10) Are
we not grateful that Jesus did not give in
to opposition? Because he endured a sacri-
ficial death, we have the prospect of ever-
lasting life in a peaceful new world of righ-
teousness by exercising faith in his shed
blood.—John 3:16, 36; Revelation 21:3, 4.

A Possible Rich Reward

9Did you realize that you too can have
a share in saving others, including dear-
ly loved relatives? The apostle Paul urged
Timothy: “Stay by these things [that you
have been taught], for by doing this you
will save both yourselfand those who lis-
ten toyou.” (1 Timothy 4:16) Timothy lived
in adivided household, his Greek father be-
ing an unbeliever. (Acts 16:1; 2 Timothy
1:5; 3:14) Although we do not know wheth-
er Timothy’s father ever became a believ-
er, the possibility that he may have was

8. How do we benefit from the fact that Jesus
faithfully did God’s will?

9. (@) How can Christians share in saving oth-
ers? (b) What was Timothy’s family situation?
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greatly enhanced by the faith-
ful conduct of his wife, Eu-
nice, and of Timothy.

10The Scriptures reveal
that husbands and wives who
steadfastly uphold Bible truth
can contribute to saving their
non-Christian mates by help-
ing them become believers.

The apostle Paul wrote: “If

any brother has an unbeliev-

ing wife, and yet she is agree-

able to dwelling with him, let

him not leave her; and a wom-

an who has an unbelieving

husband, and yet he is agree-

able to dwelling with her, let

her not leave her husband.

For, wife, how do you know

but that you will save your

husband? Or, husband, how do

you know but that you will

save your wife?” (1 Corinthi-

ans 7:12, 13, 16) The apostle

Peter described how wives, in

effect, could save their hus-

bands, urging: “Be in subjec-

tion to your own husbands, in

order that, if any are not obedient to the
word, they may be won without a word
through the conduct of their wives.”—1 Pe-
ter 3:1.

NIn recent years many thousands have
become Jehovah’'s Witnesses after months
and even years of opposing the Christian
activity of their Witness relatives. What a
reward this is for Christians who have re-
mained steadfast, and what a blessing to

10. What can Christians do in behalf of their un-
believing mates?

11, 12. (a) What reward have thousands of
Christians received, and what did they do to re-
ceive it? (b) Relate an experience of a family
member being rewarded for faithful endurance.
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didSarah contribute to the success
of her marriage?

How

the onetime opposers! With emotion in his
voice, a 74-year-old Christian elder related:
“l often thank my wife and children for
sticking with the truth during the years
that | opposed them.” He said that for three
years he stubbornly refused even to allow
his wife to speak to him about; the Bible.
“But she used psychology on me,” he said,
“and began witnessing to me as she rubbed
my feet. How grateful | am that she did not
give in to my opposition!”

2 Another husband who opposed his



family wrote: ‘I was the worst enemy of
my wife because after she got the truth,
I threatened her, and we quarreled every
day; that is to say, | always started the
quarrel. But all in vain; my wife stuck to
the Bible. Twelve years thus passed in my
wild fight against the truth and against my
wife and child. For both of them, I was the
Devil incarnate.’ Eventually the man began
to analyze his life. ‘I saw how mean | had
been,” he explained. ‘I read the Bible, and
thanks to its instruction, | am now a bap-
tized Witness.” Think of the wife’s grand
reward, yes, having helped ‘save her hus-
band’ by faithfully enduring his opposition
for 12 years!

Learning From Jesus

1BThe main lesson husbands and wives
should learn from Jesus’ life course is that
of obedience to God. “l always do the things
pleasing to him,” Jesus said. “I seek, not
my own will, but the will of him that sent
me.” (John 5:30; 8:29) Even when Jesus
once found a particular aspect of God’s will
distasteful, he was obedient. “If you wish,
remove this cup from me,” he prayed. But
he quickly added: “Nevertheless, let, not
my will, but yours take place.” (Luke 22:42)
Jesus did not ask God to change His will;
he showed that he truly loved God by obe-
diently submitting to whatever was God’s
will for him. (1 John 5:3) Always putting
God’s will first, as Jesus did, is vitally im-
portant to success not only in single life but
also in married and family life. Consider
why this is so.

M4 As noted before, when believers put
God first, they seek to remain with their

13. (@) What is the main lesson husbands and
wives should learn from Jesus’ life course?
(b) How can people who find it difficult to sub-
mit to God’s will benefit from Jesus’ example?
14. How do some Christians reason improperly?

unbelieving mates and are often able to
help them come into line for salvation.
Even when both mates are believers, their
marriage may be far from ideal. Because of
sinful inclinations, husbands and wives do
not always have loving thoughts toward one
another. (Romans 7:19, 20; 1 Corinthians
7:28) Some even go so far as to pursue get-
ting a different mate, though they have no
Scriptural grounds for divorce. (Matthew
19:9; Hebrews 13:4) They reason that for
them this is best, that God’s will for hus-
bands and wives to stay together is too dif-
ficult. (Malachi 2:16; Matthew 19:5, 6) This
is without question another case of think-
ing human thoughts rather than those of
God.

BWhat a protection it is to put God first!
Married couples who do so will try to stick
together and work out their problems by
applying the counsel of God’s Word. They
thus avoid all sorts of heartaches that re-
sult when his will is ignored. (Psalm 19:
7-11) This is illustrated by a young couple
who, when on the verge of divorce, decided
to follow the Bible’s counsel. Years later
when the wife reflected on the joy she had
had in her marriage, she said: “I must sit
down and sob when | consider the possibil-
ity that | might have lived separate from
my husband all these years. Then | pray to
Jehovah God and thank him for his coun-
sel and guidance that brought us together
in such a happy relationship.”

Husbands, Wives— Imitate Christ!

1B6Jesus, who always put God first, set a
marvelous example for both husbands and
wives, and they do well to pay careful at-
tention to it. Husbands are urged to imi-
tate the way that Jesus exercises tender

15. Why is putting God first a protection?

16. What example did Jesus set for both hus-
bands and wives?
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headship over the members of the Christian
congregation. (Ephesians 5:23) And Chris-
tian wives can learn from Jesus’ flawless
example of subjection to God.— 1 Corinthi-
ans 11:3.

17 The Bible commands: “Husbands, con-
tinue loving your wives, just as the Christ
also loved the congregation and delivered
up himself for it.” (Ephesians 5:25) An im-
portant way that Jesus showed his love for
his congregation of followers was by be-
ing their close friend. “I have called you
friends,” Jesus said, “because all the things
I have heard from my Father | have made
known to you.” (John 15:15) Think of all
the time Jesus spent talking with his dis-
ciples—the many, many discussions that he
had with them—and of the confidence he
placed in them! Is that not an excellent ex-
ample for husbands?

18Jesus took a real interest in his disci-
ples and had a genuine fondness for them.
(John 13:1) When his teachings were un-
clear to them, he patiently took time in pri-
vate to clarify matters. (Matthew 13:36-43)
Husbands, is the spiritual welfare of your

17, 18. In what ways did Jesus set a fine exam-

ple for husbands?

Do You Remember?

O What may be the consequences of
Jesus' teachings to many families?

O What reward have thousands of
steadfast Christians received?

O What will help mates avoid immoral-
ity and divorce?

O What can husbands learn from the
example of Jesus?

0O How can wives contribute to a hap-
py marriage?
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wife of the same importance to you? Do
you spend time with her, making sure that
both of you have Bible truths clear in mind
and heart? Jesus accompanied his apostles
in the ministry, perhaps training each of
them individually. Do you accompany your
wife in the ministry, sharing in house-to-
house visitations and in conducting Bible
studies?

DOEspecially in dealing with his apos-
tles’ imperfections did Jesus provide a ster-
ling example for husbands. During his last
meal with his apostles, he could detect a
recurring spirit of rivalry. Did he harshly
criticize them? No, but he humbly washed
the feet of each one. (Mark 9:33-37; 10:
35-45; John 13:2-17) Do you show such pa-
tience with your wife? Rather than com-
plain about a recurring weakness, do you
patiently try to help her and reach her
heart by your example? Wives are likely to
respond to such loving compassion, as the
apostles eventually did.

DWives too need to consider Jesus, who
never forgot that “the head of the Christ
is God.” He always submitted to his heav-
enly Father. Similarly, wives should not
forget that “the head of a woman is the
man,” yes, that their husband is their
head. (1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5:23)
The apostle Peter urged Christian wives
to consider the example of “holy women”
of earlier times, especially that of Sarah,
who “used to obey Abraham, calling him
‘lord.’”—1 Peter 3:5, 6.

21 Sarah evidently gave up a comfortable

19. How does the way Jesus dealt with his apos-
tles’ recurring weaknesses set an example for
husbands?

20. What should Christian wives never forget,
and who is provided as an example for them?
21. Why was the marriage of Abraham and Sa-
rah a success but that of Lot and his wife a fail-
ure?



home in a prosperous city to live in tents
in a foreign land. Why? Because she pre-
ferred that life-style? Not likely. Because
her husband asked her to go? No doubt this
was a factor, since Sarah loved and respect-
ed Abraham because of his godly qualities.
(Genesis 18:12) But the main reason that
she went along with her husband was her
love for Jehovah and her heartfelt desire to
follow God’s direction. (Genesis 12:1) She
found delight in obedience to God. Lot's
wife, on the other hand, hesitated to do
God’s will and thus looked back longingly
at the things left behind in her hometown
of Sodom. (Genesis 19:15, 25, 26; Luke 17:

32) What a tragic end to that marriage—all
because of her disobedience to God!

2 So as a husband or awife, it is vital that

you ask yourself, ‘Does God come first in our
family? Do | truly endeavor to fulfill the
family role that God has granted to me? Do
I make a genuine effort to love my mate and
help that one gain or maintain a good re-
lationship with Jehovah?’ In most families
there are also children. We will next consid-
er the role of parents and the need for both
them and their children to put God first.

22. (a) What self-examination will family mem-
bers wisely make? (b) What will we consider in
our next study?

Parents and children:

put God FIRST!

“Fearthe true
PROPHECY regarding Jesus Christ
A said that there would “be enjoyment

by him in the fear of Jehovah.” (Isa-
iah 11:3) His fear was essentially a profound
reverence and awe of God, a fear to dis-
please God because he loved him. Parents
and children need to cultivate such Christ-
like fear of God, which will bring them en-
joyment as it did Jesus. They need to put
God first in their lives by obeying his com-
mandments. According to one Bible writer,
“this is the whole obligation of man.”—Ec-
clesiastes 12:13.

1. What fear do parents and children need to
cultivate, and what will it bring them?

Godand keep his

2 The most important commandment
the Law, namely, that we should ‘love Je-
hovah with all our heart, soul, and vital
force,” was given primarily to parents. This
is shown by the further words of the Law:
“You must inculcate [these words about
loving Jehovah] in your son and speak of
them when you sit in your house and when
you walk on the road and when you lie
down and when you get up.” (Deuterono-
my 6:4-7; Mark 12:28-30) Parents were thus
commanded to put God first by loving him
themselves and by teaching their children
to do the same.

2. What was the most important commandment
of the Law, and to whom was it primarily given?
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A Christian Responsibility

3Jesus demonstrated the importance of
giving even young children attention. On
one occasion toward the end of Jesus’ earth-
ly ministry, people began bringing their in-
fants to him. Evidently believing that Jesus
was too busy to be bothered, the disciples
tried to stop the people. But Jesus repri-
manded his disciples: “Let the young chil-
dren come to me, and do not try to stop
them.” Jesus even “took the children into
his arms,” thus showing in a touching way
the importance of giving attention to young
ones.—Luke 18:15-17; Mark 10:13-16.

4Jesus also made it clear that his fol-
lowers had the responsibility to teach oth-
ers besides their own children. After his
death and resurrection, Jesus “appeared
to upward of five hundred brothers at one
time”—including some parents. (1 Corin-
thians 15:6) Apparently this occurred at a
mountain in Galilee where his 11 apostles
were also gathered. There Jesus urged all of
them: “Go therefore and disciples of
people ofall the nations,... teaching them
to observe all the things | have commanded
you.” (Matthew 28:16-20) No Christian can
rightly neglect this command! For fathers
and mothers to carry it out requires that
they care for their children as well as share
in the public preaching and teaching work.

5Significantly, even the apostles had to
balance their family responsibilities with
the obligation to preach as well as shepherd
the flock of God. (John 21:1-3, 15-17; Acts
1:8) This is because most, if not all, of them

3. How did Jesus demonstrate the importance of
giving attention to children?

4. Who were given the command to “make dis-
ciples of people of all the nations,” and what
would this require them to do?

5. (@) What shows that most, if not all, of the
apostles were married and so possibly had chil-
dren? (b) What counsel did family heads need to
take seriously?

14 the watchtower—October i, 1995

were married. Thus the apostle Paul ex-
plained: “We have authority to lead about a
sister as awife, even as the rest of the apos-
tles and the Lord’s brothers and Cephas, do
we not?” (1 Corinthians 9:5; Matthew 8:14)
Some apostles may also have had children.
Early historians, such as Eusebius, say that
Peter did. All early Christian parents need-
ed to heed the Scriptural counsel: “Certain-
ly if anyone does not provide for those who
are his own, and especially for those who are
members of his household, he has disowned
the faith and is worse than a person with-
out faith.”—1 Timothy 5:8.

The Primary Responsibility

6Christian elders who have families today
are in a situation similar to that of the apos-
tles. They must balance their responsibility
to care for the spiritual and physical needs of
their families with their obligation to preach
publicly and to shepherd the flock of God.
Which activity should take priority? The
Watchtower of March 15,1964, noted: “[The
father’s] first obligation is to his family, and
he could not, in fact, properly serve if he did
not take care of this obligation.”

7So fathers must put God first by heed-
ing the command ‘to go on bringing up
their children in the discipline and mental-
regulating of Jehovah.” (Ephesians 6:4)
That responsibility cannot be handed over
to someone else, even though a father may
also have an assignment to oversee activi-
ties in the Christian congregation. How can
such fathers care for their responsibilities
—providing for family members physical-
ly, spiritually, and emotionally—and at the
same time, preside and provide oversight in
the congregation?

6. (@ What challenge do Christian elders with
families have? (b) What is an elder s primary re-
sponsibility?

7. How do Christian fathers put God first?



Providing Needed Support

Often
woman can provide a
younger woman with
needed help

9 However,

Christian elders are not
the only ones who can
share in activity that sup-
ports an overseer who
must both “shepherd the
flock of God” and care for
his own household. (1 Pe-
ter 5:2) Who else can? The
apostle Paul urged the
brothers in Thessalonica
to have regard for those
“presiding over” them.
Yet, going on and address-
ing these same brothers
—specifically those not
presiding—Paul wrote:
“We exhort you, brothers, admonish the

8 Clearly, elders with family responsibili-disorderly, speak consolingly to the de-

ties can benefit from support. The above-
quoted Watchtower noted that a Christian
wife can be of support to her husband. It
said: “She can make it as convenient as pos-
sible for him to prepare his various assign-
ments, and help to save precious time for
him and for herself by having a good sched-
ule in the home, having meals on time, be-
ing ready to leave for congregation meet-
ings promptly. . Under the direction
of her husband, the Christian wife can do
much to train up the children in the way
they should go to please Jehovah.” (Prov-
erbs 22:6) Yes, the wife was created to be “a
helper,” and her husband will wisely wel-
come her assistance. (Genesis 2:18) Her sup-
port can enable him to care more effective-
ly for both his family and his congregational
responsibilities.

8. How can the wife of an elder support him?

pressed souls, support the weak, be long-
suffering toward all.”—1 Thessalonians 5:
12-14.

D How fine when the brothers in a congre-

gation have the love that moves them to
comfort the depressed, to support the weak,
to admonish the disorderly, and to be long-
suffering toward all! The brothers in Thes-
salonica, who had recently embraced Bible
truth despite suffering great tribulation,
applied Paul's counsel to do this. (Acts 17:
1-9; 1 Thessalonians 1:6; 2:14; 5:11) Think
of the fine effect their loving cooperation
had of strengthening and uniting the whole
congregation! Similarly, when the brothers

9. Who in the Thessalonica congregation were
encouraged to help other congregation mem-
bers?

10. What fine effect does the loving help of all
the brothers have on the congregation?

the watchtower—October i, 1995 15

amature Christian



today comfort, support, and admonish one
another, it makes the shepherding respon-
sibilities of elders, who often have families
to care for, much easier to handle.

IWere women included among the
“brothers” that the apostle Paul was ad-
dressing? Yes, they were, since many women
became believers. (Acts 17:1,4; 1 Peter 2:17,;
5:9) What kind of help could such women
render? Well, there were younger women in
the congregations who had a problem con-
trolling their “sexual impulses” or who be-
came “depressed souls.” (1 Timothy 5:11-13)
Some women today have similar problems.
What they may need most is simply a lis-
tening ear or a shoulder to cry on. Often a
mature Christian woman is the best person
to provide such help. She can, for exam-
ple, discuss personal problems with anoth-
er woman that a Christian man by himself
could not appropriately handle. Highlight-
ing the value of providing such help, Paul
wrote: “Let the aged women be ... teachers
of what is good; that they may recall the
young women to their senses to love their
husbands, to love their children, to be sound
in mind, chaste, workers at home, good, sub-
jecting themselves to their own husbands,
so that the word of God may not be spoken
of abusively.”—Titus 2:3-5.

P2What a blessing humble sisters are in a
congregation when they cooperatively sup-
port both their husbands and the elders!
(1 Timothy 2:11,12; Hebrews 13:17) Elders
with family responsibilities especially ben-
efit when all cooperate to help one another
in a spirit of love and when all are submis-
sive to the direction of the appointed shep-
herds.—1 Peter 5:1, 2.

11. (a) Why is it reasonable to conclude that
women were included in the term “brothers”?
(b) What help can a mature Christian woman
render to younger women today?

12. Whose direction is it vital that all in the
congregation follow?
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Parents, What Do You Put First?

BYears ago a prominent entertainer ob-
served: “I see successful men running com-
panies with hundreds of men; they know
how to deal with every situation, how to dis-
cipline and reward in the business world.
But the biggest business they are running
is their family and they fail it.” Why? Is it
not because they put business and other in-
terests first and neglect God’s counsel? His
Word says: “These words that I am com-
manding ..., you mustinculcate... in your
son.” And this was to be done daily. Par-
ents need to give unstintingly of their time
—and especially of their love and deep con-
cern.—Deuteronomy 6:6-9.

UThe Bible reminds us that children are
an inheritance from Jehovah. (Psalm 127:3)
Do you care for your children as God's
property, a gift that he has entrusted to
you? Your child will likely respond if you
take him or her into your arms, thus dem-
onstrating your loving care and attention.
(Mark 10:16) But to ‘train up achild accord-
ing to the way for him’ requires more than
simply providing it hugs and Kkisses. To be
equipped with the wisdom to avoid life's pit-
falls, achild needs loving discipline as well.
A parent shows genuine love by ‘looking
for his child with discipline.’—Proverbs 13:
1, 24; 22:6.

BB The necessity of parental discipline can
be seen from a school counselor’'s descrip-
tion of children who come to her office:
“They are pitiable, laden-hearted, and lost.
They are crying as they talk about how
things really are. Many—many more than
one might think—have attempted suicide,

13. How do many fathers fail their families?

14. (@) How should parents care for their chil-
dren? (b) What does proper training of children
include?

15. What shows the necessity of parental disci-
pline?



not because they are so happy they just can’t
stand it; it's because they feel so unhappy,
uncared about, and stressed out because at
such a young age they are ‘in charge’ and
it's just too much to handle.” She added: “It
is a scary thing for a young person to feel
that he is running things.” True, children
may balk at discipline, but they actually
appreciate parental guidelines and restric-
tions. They are happy that their parents
care enough to set limits for them. “It’s tak-
en a terrific load off my mind,” said one
teenager whose parents did.

16 Yet, despite having parents who love

them and who provide fine training, some

16. (a) What happens to some children reared

in Christian homes? (b) Why does the wayward
course of a child not necessarily mean that the
training given by the parents was not good?

What comfort can parents
with wayward children get
from the Scriptures?

youngsters, like the prodi-
gal son in Jesus’ illustra-
tion, reject parental guid-
ance and go astray. (Luke
15:11-16) That in itself,
however, may not mean
that the parents did not
fulfill their responsibili-
ty to train up their child
properly, as Proverbs 22:6
directs. The statement
about ‘training up a child
according to the way for
him and he will not de-
part from it’ was given as a
general rule. Sadly, like the
prodigal, some children
will ‘despise obedience to a
parent.'—Proverbs 30:17.
irg A father of aw
son lamented: “I have tried
and tried to reach his heart. I do not know
what to do because | have tried so many
things. Nothing has worked.” Hopefully,
such wayward children will, in time, recall
the loving training they received and re-
turn as did the prodigal. The fact remains,
though, that some children rebel and do im-
moral things to the great hurt of their par-
ents. Parents may draw comfort from know-
ing that even the greatest teacher to live on
earth saw his longtime student Judas Iscar-
iot betray him. And Jehovah himself was no
doubt saddened when many of his own spirit
sons rejected his counsel and proved rebel-
lious through no fault on His part.—Luke
22:47, 48; Revelation 12:9.

17. From what may parents of wayward children
draw comfort?
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Children—Whom Will You Please?

18Jehovah urges you young ones: “Be obe-
dient to your parents in union with the
Lord.” (Ephesians 6:1) Young people put
God first by doing this. Do not be fool-
ish! “Anyone foolish disrespects the disci-
pline of his father,” God’s Word says. Nei-
ther should you arrogantly presume that
you can do without discipline. The fact is
that “there is a generation that are pure
in their own eyes, and yet are not washed
from their filthiness.” (Proverbs 15:5; 30:
12, American Standard Version) So heed
the divine direction—*“listen” to, “treasure
up,” “do not forget,” “pay attention” to, “ob-
serve,” and “do not forsake” the command-
ments and discipline of parents.—Proverbs
1:8; 2:1; 3:1; 4:1; 6:20.

OYou have powerful reasons for obeying
Jehovah. He loves you, and he has given his
laws, including the law for children to obey
their parents, to protect you and to help you
enjoy a happy life. (Isaiah 48:17) He has
also given his Son to die for you so that

18. How can children show that they put God
first?

19. (@) What powerful reasons do children have
for obeying Jehovah? (b) How can young ones
show that they are grateful to God?

Can You Answer?

O What responsibilities did Jesus'
early followers need to balance?

O What responsibility must Christian
parents fulfill?

O What help is available to Christian
elders with families?

O What valuable service may sisters
perform in the congregation?

O What counsel and direction is it vital
that children heed?
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you can be saved from sin and death and
enjoy everlasting life. (John 3:16) Are you
grateful? God is watching from the heav-
ens, examining your heart to see if you tru-
ly love him and appreciate his provisions.
(Psalm 14:2) Satan is also watching, and he
is taunting God, claiming that you will not
obey Him. You make Satan glad and Je-
hovah “feel hurt” when you disobey God.
(Psalm 78:40, 41) Jehovah appeals to you:
“Be wise, my son, and make my heart rejoice
[by being obedient to me], that | may make
a reply to him that is taunting me.” (Prov-
erbs 27:11) Yes, the question is, Whom will
you please, Satan or Jehovah?

Dltis not easy to do God's will in the face
of pressures that Satan and his world exert
upon you. It can be scary. One youth noted:
“Being scared is like being colcl. You can do
something about it.” She explained: “When
you're cold, you put on a sweater. If you're
still cold, you put on another one. And you
keep on putting something on until the cold-
ness goes away and you're no longer cold. So
praying to Jehovah when you're scared is
like putting on a sweater when you're cold.
If after one prayer I'm still scared, | pray
again, and again, and again, until | don't
feel scared anymore. And it works. It has
kept me out of trouble!”

2L 1f we really try to put God first in
our lives, Jehovah will back us up. He will
strengthen us, providing angelic help when
it is needed, even as he did for his Son. (Mat-
thew 18:10; Luke 22:43) Be courageous all
you parents and children. Have Christlike
fear, and it will bring you enjoyment. (Isa-
iah 11:3) Yes, “fear the true God and keep
his commandments, for this is the whole ob-
ligation of man.”—Ecclesiastes 12:13.

20. How has one youth maintained the courage
to serve Jehovah even when she gets scared?
21. How will Jehovah back us up if we really try
to put him first in our lives?



following

iIN my

PARENTS FOOTSTEPS

AS TOLD BY HILDA PADGETT

“My life is dedicated to the service of the Most High,”
read the press report, “and | cannot serve two masters.” Those words
from my statement to the British Ministry of Labour and National
Service authorities in 1941 presented my reason for refusing their
direction to do hospital work during World War Il. Shortly thereafter |
was convicted and sentenced to three months in prison for my refusal.

HAT had landed me in this pre-
W dicament? No, it was not some
youthful whim or rebellious be-

havior. Rather, the reasons date back to
when | was just a child.

Dad’s Zeal for the Kingdom

I was born on June 5, 1914, in Horsforth
near Leeds, in the north of England. My
parents, Atkinson and Pattie Padgett, were
Sunday-school teachers and choir members
at the Primitive Methodist Chapel where
Dad played the organ. When | was a baby,
our home was a happy one except for one
thing. World conditions worried Dad. He
hated war and violence and believed the Bi-
ble command: “Thou shalt not kill.”—EXxo-
dus 20:13, King James Version.

In 1915 the government urged all young
men to join the army voluntarily and thus
avoid conscription. With some misgivings
Dad stood all day in the rain waiting his
turn to register as a soldier. The very next
day, his whole life changed!

While working as a plumber at a big
house, he talked with other workmen about
world events. The gardener handed him a
small tract, Gathering the Lord’s Jewels.

Dad took it home, read it, and reread it. “If
that’'s the truth,” he said, “then everything
else is wrong.” The next day, he request-
ed more information, and for three weeks
into the early hours of the morning, he
studied the Bible. He knew he had found the
truth! Sunday, January 2, 1916, his diary
says: “Went to Chapel in morning, went to
1.B.S.A. [International Bible Students Asso-
ciation, as Jehovah’'s Witnesses were then
known in England] at night—studying He-
brews 6:9-20—my first visit to the breth-
ren.”

Opposition soon arose. Our relatives and
chapel friends thought Dad was crazy. But
he had made up his mind. He lived for
the meetings and study, and by March he
had symbolized his dedication to Jehovah
by water baptism. After a few weeks of
Dad’s going alone to the meetings, Mother
had had enough. She put me into my pram
and walked the five miles to Leeds, arriving
just as the meeting finished. You can imag-
ine Dad’s joy. From then on, our family was
united in Jehovah’s service.

Dad’s position was very difficult—a vol-
unteer in the army and then within a
few weeks, a conscientious objector. When
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called up he refused to handle a gun, and by
July 1916 he faced the first of five court-
martials, being sentenced to 90 days in pris-
on. After serving the first sentence, Dad
had a fortnight’s leave, followed by another
court-martial and 90 more days in prison.
Following his second term of imprisonment,
he was transferred to the Royal Army Med-
ical Corps, and on February 12,1917, he set
sail by troop ship for Rouen, France. His
diary relates that there he became more dis-
gusted each day with his position. He real-
ized that he was simply patching soldiers up
for them to go back and fight.

Again he refused to cooperate. This time
the court-martial sentenced him to five
years in the British military prison in
Rouen. When Dad kept asking to be trans-
ferred to acivil prison as a conscientious ob-
jector, he was punished with three months
on bread and water, followed by regular
prison diet until his weight increased; then
the whole process was repeated. He was
handcuffed with his hands behind his back
by day and with his hands in front during
the night and at mealtimes. All his life, he
bore scars on his wrists where the handcuffs
that were too small had been clipped into
his flesh, resulting in festering sores. He
also had leg chains connected to his waist.

The army authorities did everything in
their power to break his spirit but to no
avail. His Bible and books were taken from
him. He had no letters from home, nor could
he send any. After two years he decided to
demonstrate his sincerity by going on a hun-
ger strike. For seven days he kept his re-
solve, neither eating nor drinking, result-
ing in his transfer to the prison hospital,
seriously ill. He proved his point although
he almost lost his life as a result. In later
years he admitted he had been wrong to
jeopardize his life in this way, and he would
never take such a course again.
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The war ended in November 1918 with
Dad still in prison in Rouen, but early the
next year, he was moved to a civil prison
in England. Imagine his joy to receive all
Mother's letters and parcels that had accu-
mulated, together with his precious Bible
and books! He was taken to Winchester Pris-
on, where he met up with a young brother
whose wartime experiences had been simi-
lar to his own. His name was Frank Platt,
who later served in London Bethel for many
years. They made arrangements to meet the
next day, but by then Frank had been trans-
ferred elsewhere.

On April 12,1919, Mother received a tele-
gram: “Hallelujah! Coming home—calling
London.” What a time of rejoicing after
three years of test, trial, and separation!
Dad's first thought was to call in and meet
the London Bethel brothers. At 34 Craven
Terrace, he received aloving welcome. After
a bath and a shave and dressed in a bor-
rowed suit and hat, Dad returned home. Can
you imagine our reunion? | was then near-
ly five, and I did not remember him.

The first meeting Dad attended after
gaining his freedom was the Memorial.
Upon climbing the steps to the hall, whom
should he meet but Frank Platt, who had
been moved to a military hospital in Leeds.
What joy they had in sharing their experi-
ences! From then on until his release, Frank
made ours his second home.

Mother’s Faithful Service

All the time Dad was away, Mother took
in washing to supplement her meager in-
come from the authorities. The brothers
were so kind to us. Every few weeks one of
the congregation elders handed her a lit-
tle envelope containing an anonymous gift.
Mother always said it was the love of the
brothers that brought her close to Jehovah
and helped her endure through those trying



times. She faithfully attended the congre-
gation meetings throughout Dad’'s absence.
Her most severe test was when, for over a
year, she had no idea whether Dad was alive
or dead. As an added burden, in 1918 both
Mother and | caught the Spanish flu. People
were dying all around us. Neighbors who
went to help neighbors caught the disease
and died. No doubt the food shortages at
that time helped to lower people’s resis-
tance to infection.

The words of the apostle Peter proved so
true for our family: “After you have suffered
alittle while,... God... will make you firm,
he will make you strong”! (1 Peter 5:10) My
parents’ suffering built into them an un-
shakable faith in Jehovah, an absolute as-
surance that he does care for us and that
nothing can separate us from God’s love. |
was especially blessed to have such an up-
bringing in the faith.—Romans 8:38, 39;
1 Peter 5:7.

Youthful Service

Following Dad’s release, Kingdom service
became the center of our lives. | cannot
remember ever missing a meeting, except
for sickness. Soon after his return home,
Dad sold his plate camera and Mother’s gold
bracelet to get money to attend a conven-
tion. Though we could not afford vacations,
we never missed these gatherings, includ-
ing those in London.

The first two or three years after the war
were times of refreshing. Dad and Mother
took full advantage of all opportunities to
fellowship and associate. | can recall how we
would visit other brothers and sisters, and
I, as a little girl, would sit painting and
drawing while my seniors talked together
for hours and hours about new understand-
ings of truth. Talking together, having song
sessions around the organ, enjoying sweet

fellowship, made them very happy and re-
freshed.

My parents were very strict with my
training. At school | stood out as differ-
ent, even at five years of age, taking my
“New Testament” to read while the class
learned the catechism. Later | was paraded
before the whole school as a “conscientious
objector” because | would not take part in
Remembrance Day celebrations.* | do not
regret my upbringing. In fact, it was a pro-
tection and made it easier to stay on the
‘narrow road.” Wherever my parents went,
to meetings or in the service, | was there.
—Matthew 7:13,14.

I especially remember that Sunday morn-
ing when | first began preaching on my
own. | was just 12 years old. When in my
teens, | can remember announcing one Sun-
day morning that | was going to stay at
home. No one criticized me or made me go
out, so | sat in the garden studying my Bi-
ble and feeling thoroughly uncomfortable.
After a week or two of this, | said to Dad:
“I think I'll come with you this morning!”
From then on I never looked back.

What a wonderful year 1931 was! Not
only did we receive our new name, Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, but | was immersed while
at a national convention at Alexandra Pal-
ace, London. | shall never forget that day.
We wore long, black robes, and mine hap-
pened to be awet one that had already been
used by another candidate!

My ambition as a child always was to be
a colporteur, as full-time preachers were
then known. As | grew older, | felt | ought
to do more in Jehovah’s service. So in March
1933, at the age of 18,1joined the ranks of
full-time servants.

A special joy for us were “Pioneer Weeks”

* In commemoration of the end of hostilities in
1918 and, later, 1945.
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in certain big cities, when up to adozen full-
time servants would come together, stay
with local brothers, and work as a team. We
delivered booklets to the religious leaders
and other prominent men. It took courage
to approach them. Mostly we were received
with scorn, and not a few of us had doors
slammed in our face. Not that this worried
us, for so great was our enthusiasm that we
rejoiced to be reproached for Christ's name.
—Matthew 5:11,12.

In Leeds we converted a pram, a tricycle,
and Dad’s motorcycle and sidecar, and lat-
er his car to carry transcription machines.
Two brothers would go into a street with the
machine, put on a musical record to alert
people and bring them to their doors, then
follow this with a five-minute talk recorded
by Brother Rutherford. They would thereaf-
ter move on to the next street while we, the
publishers, followed and offered Bible liter-
ature.

For years, every Sunday evening after
the meeting, we would go to the Town Hall
Square where there was a Speaker’s Cor-
ner and give support by listening to one
of the hour-long talks of Brother Ruther-
ford, handing out leaflets and contacting
any who showed interest. We became well-
known there. Even the police respected us.
One evening we gathered as usual when, in
the distance, we heard the sound of drums
and a band. Soon a parade of about a hun-
dred Fascists came down the road. They
marched around behind us and came to a
halt with their flags held high. The band
stopped, and silence reigned just as Broth-
er Rutherford’'s voice boomed: “Let them sa-
lute their flags and heil men if they wish.
We shall worship and heil only Jehovah our
God!” We wondered just what would happen
next! Nothing happened, except that they
got a good witness, and the police made
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them keep quiet so that we could hear the
rest of the public lecture.

By now the phonograph was coming into
use to help us give a grand witness. On the
doorstep, we carefully kept our eyes on the
record to encourage people to listen for a
full five minutes to the recorded Bible ser-
mon. Householders often invited us in and
were glad for us to come back and play more
records.

The year 1939 was very busy and tough,
with outbreaks of opposition and violence.
Prior to one of our conventions, the broth-
ers experienced quite a bit of street mob-
bing and shouting. So during the assem-
bly, they made plans for a special squad of
brothers in cars to preach in the troubled
areas while the sisters and the other broth-
ers went where it was safer. Working with
agroup on one street, | went down a passage
to visit the houses behind. While at a door,
I heard acommotion starting up—there was
shouting and crying out in the street. | just
continued talking to the person at the door,
prolonging the conversation until I could
hear that things had quietened down. Then
I walked up the passage and out onto the
street to find that the other brothers and
sisters had panicked when they could not
find me! Later in the day, though, the troub-
lemakers tried to disrupt our meeting, but
they were escorted out by the brothers.

World War Il Strikes

By now conscription was in force, and
many young brothers were imprisoned for
from 3 to 12 months. Dad then received
an added privilege, that of prison visitor.
Every Sunday he conducted the Watch-
tower Study in the local jail. Wednesday
evenings he visited the brothers in their
cells. Having had such along and hard pris-
on experience himself during the first world
war, he was especially glad to serve those



going through similar trials. This he did for
20 years, right up until his death in 1959.
By 1941 we were getting used to the
bitterness and hostility that many peo-
ple expressed over our position of neutrali-
ty. It was not easy to stand on the streets
with the magazines and face this. At the
same time, we rejoiced to help the refugees
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during World War Il. Locked in my cell
for 19 hours out of every 24, | found pris-
on life tough. The first three days were
the hardest, for | was alone. On the fourth
day, | was called to the governor’s office
where | found two other girls standing. One
of the girls whispered to me: “What are
you in for?” | said: “You'd be surprised if
you knew.” She asked

in a tense whisper:

“Are you a JW?” The

other girl heard her

and asked us both:

“Are you JWs?” and

all three of us threw

our arms round one

another. We were no

longer alone!

Delightful
Full-Time Service

Released from
prison, | continued
my full-time service,
and a young girl of
16 who had just left
school joined me. We
moved to llkley, a
beautiful town on
the edge of the York-
shire Dales. For a full
six months, we tried
hard to find a suitable place for our meet-
ings. Finally we rented a small garage,
which we converted into a Kingdom Hall.
Dad came to our rescue, providing lighting
and heating. He also decorated the build-
ing for us. For years the nearby congrega-
tion supported us, assigning brothers every
week to give public talks. With Jehovah's
blessing we prospered and grew, and even-
tually a congregation was established.

In January 1959, Dad suddenly fell ill. |
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was called home, and he died in April. The
years that followed were hard ones. Moth-
er’'s health failed and with it her memory,
making it a struggle for me. But Jehovah's
spirit kept me going, and | was able to care
for her right up to her death in 1963.
I have had so many blessings from Jeho-
vah over the years. There are too many to
recount. | have seen
my home congrega-
tion grow and di-
vide four times, send-
ing out publishers
and pioneers, some as
missionaries to coun-
tries as far apart as
Bolivia, Laos, and
Uganda. The pros-
pect of marriage and
settling down never
worked out for me. It
has not made me sad;
I've been too busy.
Although | have no
fleshly relatives of
my own, | have many
children and grand-
children in the Lord,
even a hundredfold.
—Mark 10:29, 30.

I often invite
young pioneers and
other youths to my home to enjoy Chris-
tian fellowship. We prepare together for the
Watchtower Study. We also relate experi-
ences and sing Kingdom songs, just as my
parents used to do. Surrounded by a cheery
group of young people, | keep a young
and happy outlook. There is no better life
for me than pioneer service. | am grateful
to Jehovah that | have had the privilege
of following in my parents’ footsteps. My
prayer is that I may continue serving Jeho-
vah throughout eternity.



GUARD YOUR
SENSE OF URGENCY

HAT is one sure, God-approved
W way to keep on serving Jeho-

vah whole-souled? It is to have
a genuine sense of urgency deep in our
hearts. To serve God in a whole-souled
manner means to serve him with the
whole of our being, and it requires ear-
nest, implicit obedience to everything he
asks us to do.

The prophet Moses stressed this need
when he instructed the nation of Israel:
“You must love Jehovah your God with all
your heart and all your soul and all your
vital force.” (Deuteronomy 6:5) Centuries
later that same command was repeated
by Christ Jesus: “You must love Jeho-
vah your God with your whole heart and
with your whole soul and with your whole
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mind.” (Matthew 22:37) The apostle Paul
alluded to this same requirement when he
told the Ephesians to do “the will of God
whole-souled,” and when he urged the Co-
lossians: “Whatever you are doing, work at
it whole-souled as to Jehovah, and not to
men.”—Ephesians 6:6; Colossians 3:23.

It is difficult, however, to put our heart
and soul into our service to God if we do
not have a feeling of urgency deep within
ourselves or if the sense of urgency we once
had has now become dull—perhaps lost al-
together. Today, we live in a time of ur-
gency unparalleled by any other period in
man’s history.

Specific Periods of Urgency

In pre-Christian times there were sever-
al periods of urgency. Noah's day and the
period leading up to the destruction of Sod-
om and Gomorrah certainly were times of
real urgency. (2 Peter 2.5, 6; Jude 7) The
pre-Flood years were undoubtedly filled
with urgent activity. Even though Noah
and his family did not know precisely when
the Deluge would begin, their “godly fear”
would have ensured that they did not pro-
crastinate.—Hebrews 11:7.

Similarly, before the destruction of Sod-
om and Gomorrah, the angels “became ur-
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gent with Lot” and told him: “Escape for
your soul!” (Genesis 19:15, 17) Yes, on that
occasion too, urgency saved righteous lives.
Centuries later Jewish captives in Babylon
were exhorted: “Turn away, turn away, get
out of there, touch nothing unclean; get out
from the midst of her.” (Isaiah 52:11) In
537 B.C.E., about 200,000 exiles hastened
out of Babylon in obedience to that urgent
prophetic command.

The sense of urgency in each of those sit-
uations resulted in whole-souled service by
those who felt and kept alive a conviction
that they were living in urgent times.

Urgency in Christian Times

Echoes of urgency can also be heard
throughout the Christian Greek Scrip-
tures. “Keep looking,” “keep awake,” “keep
on the watch,” “prove yourselves ready”
—all these are expressions used by Christ
Jesus to instill a proper sense of urgency
in his followers. (Matthew 24:42-44; Mark
13:32-37) Additionally, his illustrations re-
garding the ten virgins, the wicked slave,
the talents, and the separating of the sheep
from the goats all incite anticipation and
generate a feeling of urgency.—Matthew
25:1, 14, 15, 32, 33.

Not only did Jesus speak about urgency
but he also backed up the realism of his
words by working with urgency. On one oc-
casion he told the crowds when they tried
to detain him: “Also to other cities | must
declare the good news of the kingdom of
God, because for this | was sent forth.”
(Luke 4:42, 43) Further, he encouraged his
disciples to beg the Master of the harvest to
send out more workers into His harvest be-
cause “the harvest is great, but the workers
are few.” (Matthew 9:37, 38) Such a prayer-
ful request to God indeed breathes a spir-
it of urgency.



Was Such Urgency Misplaced?

Some might raise the logical question,
Why was a sense of urgency needed back
then if the foretold “great tribulation” was
centuries away?— Matthew 24:21.

We can be certain that it was not just a
ruse used by Jesus to keep his followers
busy in the preaching and teaching work.
No, it was Christ’s love for his disciples, as
well as his perfect understanding of Jeho-
vah’'s view of time, that was the basis for
his counsel on urgency. Yes, Christ Jesus
knew that a spirit of urgency was needed
to accomplish Jehovah’s will according to
God’s purpose. Furthermore, he knew that
his disciples would themselves benefit spir-
itually by maintaining a sense of urgency
until his return.

Jesus Christ had clearly indicated that
there was a worldwide witness work to be
accomplished and in a limited time. (Mat-
thew 24:14; Mark 13:10) The progressive
stages of this assignment were revealed
only as the work unfolded. But urgency was
needed to fulfill each step. Jesus indicated
the progression of this assignment when he
said: “You will be witnesses of me both in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria
and to the most distant part of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8) And that is how the assignment
has unfolded down to the present. It has
meant some surprises for God’s servants
along the way, necessitating adjustments
in understanding at times.

The Christian sense of urgency has
served Jehovah’'s purpose. It has helped
Christ’s disciples to carry out the pro-
gression of their assignment according to
Jehovah’s unerring schedule. And so to-
day, looking back over nearly 2,000 years,
we understand that divine schedule more
fully.

Christian urgency helped the disciples to

give a thorough witness in Jerusalem, Ju-
dea, Samaria, and to the dispersed Jews be-
fore 36 C.E. when special favor toward Is-
rael came to a close. (Daniel 9:27; Acts 2:
46, 47) Similarly, Christian urgency aid-
ed the early congregation in giving aclear
warning to all Jews that shortly their sys-
tem would end. (Luke 19:43, 44; Colossians
1.5, 6, 23) And after it ended unexpected-
ly in 70 C.E., urgency helped Christ’s first-
century witnesses to proclaim the heavenly
hope to many before the foretold apostasy
spread its morbid shroud. (2 Thessalonians
2:3; 2 Timothy 4:2) Then, through the cen-
turies of the Dark Ages, the few wheatlike
Christians kept the Kingdom hope alive,
as Christ Jesus had foretold. (Matthew 13:
28-30) Finally, at his appointed time, Je-
hovah raised up a vigorous, modern-day
congregation, spurred along by his urgent
message of judgment for those living in
this final generation.—Matthew 24:34.

Like Daniel of old, God’s faithful modern-
day Witnesses would never dare to question
Jehovah, to ask him: “What have you been
doing?” (Daniel 4:35) They are confident
that Jehovah knows exactly what is neces-
sary to get his work done right on sched-
ule. So rather than question Jehovah’s way
of arranging matters, they are happy that
God has given them the opportunity to
work along with him in these momentous
times.— 1 Corinthians 3:9.

A Further Encouragement to Urgency

Another reason for urgency is our in-
ability to pinpoint the exact day and hour
for the sudden outbreak of the great trib-
ulation. Christ Jesus was definite that no-
body on earth knows the predetermined
day and hour of the start of that crucial
event. (Matthew 24:36) On another occa-
sion he told his eager apostles: “It does not
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belong to you to get knowledge of the times
or seasons which the Father has placed in
his own jurisdiction.” (Acts 1:7) Yes, the
outcome is clear, but all the details are sim-
ply not ours to know.

The apostle Paul had the right attitude
of urgency. Perhaps he had Jesus’ words in
mind when he wrote to the Thessalonians
about Christ’'s presence: “Now as for the
times and the seasons, brothers, you need
nothing to be written to you.” (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:1) He wrote this letter some 17
years after Jesus had said: “You will be wit-
nesses of me ... to the most distant part of
the earth.” (Acts 1:8) At that time no more
could be written because no more had been
revealed. Even so they could be confident
that Jehovah's day would definitely come
“as a thief in the night” when Christians
would still be urgently preaching.—1 Thes-
salonians 5:2.

It would seem unlikely that with these
words in mind, first-century Christians
thought that Jehovah’s day was centuries
off. True, they knew of Jesus’' parables
about the king who went to a distant land
and about the man who traveled abroad.
They knew, too, that the parables showed
that the king would return “eventually”
and the traveler “after a long time.” But
undoubtedly they puzzled over such ques-
tions as, When is “eventually”? And what
is meant by “after along time”? Ten years?
Twenty years? Fifty years? Or longer?
(Luke 19:12, 15; Matthew 25:14, 19) Jesus’
words would continue to ring in their ears:
“You also, keep ready, because at an hour
that you do not think likely the Son of man
is coming.”—Luke 12:40.

Urgency’s Positive Effect
Yes, the God-stimulated sense of ur-
gency had a wonderfully encouraging ef-
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fect on the first-century Christians, help-
ing them to keep busy in the all-important
work of preaching and teaching. It contin-
ues to encourage us today in many ways.
It keeps us from becoming complacent or
‘weary of well doing.’ (Galatians 6:9, King
James Version) It protects us from over-
involvement with the world and its insidi-
ous materialism. It keeps our minds on “the
real life.” (1 Timothy 6:19) The Lord Jesus
said that his disciples would be like “sheep
amidst wolves,” and he knew the need for
us to keep a determined, fixed view in or-
der to combat the world. Yes, we have been
safeguarded, protected by our Christian
sense of urgency.— Matthew 10:16.

Jehovah God in his infinite wisdom has
always given his servants enough informa-
tion for them to keep their sense of urgen-
cy alive. He has kindly assured us that we
are in “the last days” of this corrupt system
of things. (2 Timothy 3:1) We are continu-
ally reminded that we must shine as illu-
minators until the generation in which we
live passes away in the great tribulation, its
climax being at Har-Magedon.—Philippi-
ans 2:15; Revelation 7:14; 16:14, 16.

Yes, a godly sense of urgency is an in-
tegral part of whole-souled service to Je-
hovah. It wards off and helps thwart the
Devil's attempts to cause God’s servants to
“get tired and give out in [their] souls.”
(Hebrews 12:3) For all eternity, whole-
souled devotion will cause Jehovah's ser-
vants to obey him, but now, in these pre-
Armageddon days, a deep, genuine sense of
urgency is an essential part of whole-souled
devotion.

May Jehovah our God help all of us to
guard our sense of urgency while we con-
tinue to echo the words of the apostle John:
“Amen! Come, Lord Jesus.”—Revelation
22:20.



SINGAPORE

Tramples on Freedom of Worship

N THE evening of February 24, 1995,

four homes in the city of Singapore
were raided by police. A total of 69 people
were arrested.* Among them were a 71-year-
old woman and two 15-year-old girls. Why?
Was it because of criminal or subversive ac-
tivity? No. Not one of them was engaged in
anything that could even in the remotest sense
be considered dangerous, immoral, or antiso-
cial. They posed no threat to the moral values,
safety, and well-being of their fellow Singapor-
eans. Yet, after ransacking the four homes, the
police took the 69 people, who had come to-
gether to study the Bible and enjoy a social
gathering, to the police station. There they were
held overnight, interrogated, fingerprinted, and
photographed— yes, treated like common crimi-
nals! During this time— as long as 18 hours in
substandard conditions— they were denied ac-
cess to legal counsel and were even forbidden
to make a phone call to tell family members
where they were. One can only imagine how
such summary action affected these peaceable,
law-abiding citizens!

The scenario is reminiscent of conditions dur-
ing the dark days of Nazi Germany and the
Communist era in the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe. It is not what a casual visitor to Singa-
pore would expect to find in that pristine and

*Inthe months since these 69 were arrested. another 11

Witnesses have been arrested and charged with possession
of illegal literature,

affluent modern city-state. Singapore has built a
reputation as a 20th-century wonder of eco-
nomic and social advancement. It is a declared
democracy that has a constitution guaranteeing
its citizens basic human rights, including freedom
of speech, religion, and assembly.

Yet, those arrested in February were targeted
solely because they were Jehovah's Witnesses
meeting together to study the Bible and share
Christian fellowship. The charge against them
was "attending a meeting of an unlawful soci-
ety."

In fact, Jehovah's Witnesses have been denied
legal recognition in Singapore since 1972 when
the Singapore Congregation was deregistered
and the literature, including Bibles, published
by the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society
was placed under ban. No opportunity was al-
lowed to challenge the assumptions on which
that action was taken. Recently, the legality
of this official discrimination was challenged in
Singapore's courts in the case of four Witness-
es who had been convicted in February 1994
of possession of prohibited Bible literature.
The appeal against their convictions was heard
in August 1994 and was summarily dismissed.
Chief Justice Yong Pung How of the High Court
released his opinion the following month. He
held that there was no violation of religious free-
dom and that the convictions were justified on
the basis that Jehovah's Witnesses were a threat
to national security because members would not
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participate in military service.
On February 17, 1995, the
four Witnesses sought leave
to appeal this adverse deci-
sion to the Singapore Court
of Appeal. The application was
denied.

This last decision was given
prominence in the government-
controlled Singapore press. No
doubt this court decision and
the resulting publicity fore-
shadowed the events that
followed. Within a week the
arrest of the 69 Witnesses took
place. The charges against four
of these— citizens of Britain,
France, and Luxembourg—
were subsequently dismissed.
Even for these, however, the
experience was terrifying. One
man had lived and worked in
Singapore for years with his
wife. They lost their jobs and
their rented home and were
forced to say good-bye to
many close friends.

The 63 remaining adults
were charged with belonging
to a banned society, and some
were also charged with pos-
session of prohibited literature.
They face a maximum of three
years in prison or a S$3,000
($2,100, U.S)) fine or both.
The two 15-year-old girls ap-
peared separately in juvenile
court.
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WAICH TONER

Goh ChokTong BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA

Prime Minister
Istana Annexe

March 21,1995

Singapore 0923
Republic of Singapore
Lee Kuan Yew

Senior Minister

Prime Minister’s Office
460 Alexandra Road
37-00 PSA Bldg
Singapore 0511
Republic of Singapore

Dear Sirs:

A recent Reuters dispatch from Singapore dated February 25, 1995, was most dis-
turbing. It reported that Bible study meetings of Jehovah's Witnesses had been broken
up by police and 69 people were arrested. This report has focused world attention on
the situation of Jehovah's Witnesses in Singapore, where their activities and literature
have been banned for over 20 years.

It is difficult to understand why a religious organization which functions openly with
full protection of the law in more than 200 countries should be banned in Singapore,
a country which espouses the principles of democracy. It is all the more disturbing in
view of Singapore’s constitutional guarantee of freedom of worship for its citizens.

Jehovah's Witnesses have never posed any threat to national security anywhere.
Indeed, throughout the world they have the reputation of being peaceable, hardwork-
ing, morally upright, and law abiding—qualities which | am sure you promote in your
country.

It is true that in their strict adherence to Bible standards for Cliristians, the position
ofJehovah's Witnesses has sometimes been misunderstood or misrepresented. But, was
that not true of the founder o f Christianity who also wes misrepresented as being against
“Caesar,” the government of his day? Jehovah's Witnesses simply follow the example
of Jesus and the early Christians. They respect the government where they live, pay
their taxes, and promote good morals. They are conscientious and upright citizens.
Never have Jehovah's Witnesses taken part in any kind of subversive activity in any
country and | can assure you that their presence in Singapore poses no threat to your
country’s national interests.

Due to recent media reports, the repressive measures taken against Jehovah's Witness-
es in Singapore by your government are now common knowledge. It is especially a
matter of concern to their 12 million associates around the world. 1 ask you to use your
good office to remedy the situation and afford Jehovah's Witnesses in your country the
freedom of worship and conscience guaranteed by the Constitution.

I believe a frank discussion with representatives of Jehovah's Witnesses would help
dispel any misunderstandings about our organization and activity and would reassure
you that the government of Singapore has nothing to fear from Jehovah's Witnesses. |
would be happy to arrange for such a meeting.

I look forward to your reply.

Yours respectfully,

Milton G. Henschel
President
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No Threat to National Identity and Unity

Around the world, in the more than 200 lands
where they reside, Jehovah's Witnesses are
known as decent, honest, law-abiding people.
They are recognized for their staunch refusal
to take part in any kind of subversive, anti-
government activity— unchristian action that can
result in their being disfellowshipped, or excom-
municated. Truly, the Singapore government has
nothing to fear from them. They are in no way a
threat to Singapore's national security or sense
of national identity and unity. (Romans 13:1-7)
This was plainly stated in a letter
dated March 21, 1995, from Milton
G. Henschel, president of the Watch
Tower Bible and Tract Society, to
Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong of
Singapore. This letter is reproduced
here for the benefit of our readers.

Nik Wheeler/H. Armstrong Roberts

Liberty-loving people in business, government,
and the private sector will be watching with in-
terest to see how this situation in Singapore
develops. Will the government of Singapore act
in harmony with the basic human rights and free-
doms espoused by its own constitution and the
international community of nations? Certainly,
Jehovah's Witnesses around the world are deep-
ly concerned about their fellow worshipers in
Singapore. They remember them in their prayers
and bear in mind the assurance found in the Bi-
ble: "Jehovah is a lover of justice, and he will not
leave his loyal ones."— Psalm 37:28.
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f/\A /ntN a man does not know what
V'V harbor he is making for, no
wind is the right wind." These words,
attributed to, first-century Roman' phi-
losopher Lucius Annaeus Seneca, bear
out a long-recognized truth: For life to
have direction, goals are essential.
Often, however, life is an aimless
drift. Many are content simply to avoid
the rocks and whirlpools of every-
day life. With no fixed bearing, they
become like waves that are "carried
forward by the wind one moment and
driven back the next." (James 1:6,
"Phillips") For such people, "no wind is
the right wind."
The Bible provides examples of those
who were goal oriented, thus serving

as role models for Christians today.

Moses "looked intently toward the
payment of the reward." (Hebrews 11
26) Paul wrote: "I run straight toward

the goal in order to win the prize." He
encouraged fellow believers to "have
this same attitude."— Phifippians 3:
14, 15, "Today's English Version."
With our eyes intently fixed on the
Bible's promises, may we
the faith of such goal-oriented men.
— Compare Hebrews 13:7.

imitate



