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Is religious truth attainable?

N Sweden a spiritually inquisitive man
in the university town of Uppsala de-
cided to study the beliefs of the dif-

fins Historia (The History of Philosophy),
Swedish author AlIf Ahlberg wrote: “Many
philosophical questions are of such a nature

ferent religions in his town, even visiting that it is not possible to give a definite an-

their places of worship. He listened as their swer to them.

clergy preached, and he interviewed some
members. He noticed that only Jehovah's
Witnesses seemed convinced that they had
“found the truth.” Considering the variety
of religious opinions that exist, he wondered
how the Witnesses could make such a claim.

Do you personally think that it is possi-
ble to attain to the truth regarding reli-
gion? Would it even be possible to deter-
mine what might be called the ultimate
truth?

Philosophy and the Truth

Those who have studied philosophy have
developed the view that the ultimate truth
is not within mankind’s reach. You may
know that philosophy has been defined as
“the science that endeavors to explain the
origin of existence and life.” In actual fact,
though, it rarely goes that far. In Filoso-

. . . Many people are of the
opinion that all the metaphysical problems
[relating to first principles of things] be-
long to this ... group.”

Consequently, those who through philos-
ophy have endeavored to find an answer
to the vital questions of life have often
ended up dissatisfied or in anguish. In his
book Tankelinjer och (Lines of
Thought and Religious Faith), Swedish au-
thor Gunnar Aspelin said: “One thing we
see is that nature is no more interested in
man than in the butterfly and the mosqui-
to .. . We are powerless, absolutely power-
less, in the face of those forces that play
their game in the cosmos and in our inner
world. This is the outlook on life that has
so often appeared in literature toward the
end of a century in which men have put
their faith in progress and dreamed of a
better future.”
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Is a Revelation of Truth Needed?

It is obvious that human efforts alone
have not succeeded in finding the truth
about life, and it seems that they never
will. There is good reason, then, to conclude
that some kind of divine revelation is nec-
essary. What many call the book of nature
provides some revelation. Even if it does
not give conclusive details about the ori-
gin of life, it does show that there is some-
thing far more satisfactory than a purely
materialistic explanation of life. A blade of
grass that grows upward actually follows
laws other than those governing a pile of
rocks in a crumbling hole. Living things in
nature build and organize themselves in a
way that dead things do not. A noted stu-
dent of law and religion thus had a basis
for concluding: “[God’s] invisible qualities
are clearly seen from the world’s creation
onward, because they are perceived by the
things made.”—Romans 1:20.

But in order to find out who is behind
all this building and organizing, we need a
further revelation. Should we not expect
such a revelation to exist? Would it not be
reasonable to expect that the One who is
responsible for life on earth would reveal
himself to his creatures?

The Bible claims to be such a revelation.
In this magazine we have often presented
good reasons for accepting this claim, and
many thinking people have. That the men
who wrote the Bible were anxious to make
it clear that what they wrote was not their
own is in itself quite remarkable. More than
300 times, we find the prophets of the Bi-
ble using such expressions as, “This is what
Jehovah has said.” (Isaiah 37:33; Jeremiah
2:2; Nahum 1:12) You likely know that men
and women who write books or articles are
usually quite anxious to sign their works.
Yet, those who wrote the Bible kept them-
selves in the background; in some cases it

4 THE WATCHTOWER- APRIL 15, 1995

is difficult to determine who wrote certain
parts of the Bible.

Another aspect of the Bible that you may
find significant is its inner harmony. This
is really remarkable, considering that the
Bible's 66 books were written over a period
of 1,600 years. Suppose you went to a pub-
lic library and chose 66 religious books that
had been written over a period of 16 centu-
ries. Then you had those individual books
bound into one volume. Would you expect
that volume to have a common theme and a
harmonious message? Hardly. That would
require a miracle. Consider this: The books
of the Bible do have such a common theme,
and they do corroborate one another. This
demonstrates that there must be one mas-
termind, or author, who directed what the
Bible writers recorded.

However, you will find a feature that
proves the divine origin of the Bible more
than anything else. Prophecies—informa-
tion written in advance about what def-
initely would occur in the future. Expres-
sions such as, “It must occur in that day”
and, “It must occur in the final part of
the days” are unique to the Bible. (Isaiah
2:2; 11:10, 11; 23:15; Ezekiel 38:18; Hosea
2:21-23; Zechariah 13:2-4) Many hundreds
of years before Jesus Christ appeared on
earth, prophecies in the Hebrew Scriptures
gave details about his life—from his birth
to his death. No other reasonable conclusion
can be reached than that the Bible is the
source of the truth about life. Jesus himself
confirms this with the words: “Your word is
truth.”—John 17:17.

Religion and the Truth
Even many who profess faith in the Bi-
ble believe that absolute truth is not attain-
able. U.S. clergyman John S. Spong com-
mented: “We must... move from thinking
we have the truth and others must come to



SOME PHILOSOPHIES VERSUS THE TRUTH

POSITIVISM: The view
that all ideas of a religious na-
ture are unverifiable nonsense
and that the object of philos-
ophy is to unite the positive
sciences to form a whole.

EXISTENTIALISM: Its ad-
vocates were very much influ-
enced by the horrors of World
War Il and therefore came to

It stresses examining man's
anguish in the face of death
and the emptiness of life.
Existentialist author Jean-Paul
Sartre said that since there is
no God, man is abandoned
and exists in a universe that is
absolutely indifferent.
SKEPTICISM: Holds that it
is impossible through observa-
tion and reason to reach any

objective, universal knowl-
edge— any truth— about exis-
tence.

PRAGMATISM: Estimates
the true worth of our convic-
tions solely by their practical
bearing on human interests,
such as in reshaping educa-
tion, morals, and politics. It
does not consider that truth
has any value in itself.

have a pessimistic view of life.

our point of view to the realization that ul-
timate truth is beyond the grasp of all of
us.” A Roman Catholic author, Christopher
Derrick, gives one reason for such negative
views concerning finding truth: “Any men-
tion of religious ‘truth’ implies some kind
of claim to know ... You imply that some-
body else may possibly be wrong; and that
would not do at all.”

As a thinking person, however, you
would do well to consider some pertinent
questions. If truth were not attainable, why
would Jesus Christ say: “You will know the
truth, and the truth will set you free”? And
why would one of Jesus’ apostles say that
God’s will is that “all sorts of men should
be saved and come to an accurate knowledge
of truth”? Why does the word “truth” oc-
cur over a hundred times in the Christian
Greek Scriptures in connection with faith?
Yes, why, if truth is unattainable?—John
8:32; 1 Timothy 2:3, 4.

Actually, Jesus not only pointed out that
the truth is attainable but showed that
finding it is required if our worship is to be
approved by God. When a Samaritan wom-
an wondered what the true form of worship
was—the worship practiced by the Jews in
Jerusalem or that practiced by the Samar-

itans on Mount Gerizim—Jesus did not an-
swer by saying that truth is unattainable.
Rather, he said: “True worshipers will wor-
ship the Father with spirit and truth, for,
indeed, the Father is looking for suchlike
ones to worship him. God is a Spirit, and
those worshiping him must worship with
spirit and truth.”—John 4:23, 24.

Many people claim, ‘The Bible can be in-
terpreted in various ways, so one cannot
possibly be sure of what truth is.” But is
the Bible really written in such a vague
way that you cannot be certain how it is to
be understood? Granted, certain prophetic
and symbolic language may be difficult to
grasp. For example, God told the prophet
Daniel that his book, containing much pro-
phetic language, was not to be complete-
ly understood until “the time of the end.”
(Daniel 12:9) And it is evident that cer-
tain parables and symbols need to be inter-
preted.

It is clear, though, that as to basic Chris-
tian teachings and moral values essential to
worship of God in truth, the Bible is very
straightforward. It leaves no room for con-
flicting interpretations. In the letter to the
Ephesians, Christian faith is spoken of as
being “one,” showing that there were not to
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be several faiths. (Ephesians 4:4-6) Perhaps
you may wonder, ‘If the Bible cannot right-
ly be interpreted in many different ways,
why are there so many different “Christian”
denominations?’ We find the answer if we
look back to the time shortly after Jesus’
apostles had died and an apostasy from the
true Christian faith had developed.

‘The Wheat and the Weeds’

Jesus foretold this apostasy in his par-
able of the wheat and the weeds. Jesus
himself explained that “the wheat” repre-
sents true Christians; “the weeds” repre-
sent false, or apostate, Christians. “While
men were sleeping,” Jesus said, an “ene-
my” would sow weeds in the wheat field.
This sowing began after the apostles had
fallen asleep in death. The parable shows
that this confusing of true Christians with
false would continue until “the conclusion
of the system of things.” Thus, throughout
the centuries, the identity of true Chris-
tians has been obscured because the re-
ligious field has been dominated by those
who are merely nominal Christians. How-
ever, at “the conclusion of the system of
things,” a change would occur. “The Son of
man” would “send forth his angels” to sep-
arate false Christians from true Christians.
This meant that the Christian congregation
would then be easy to recognize, having the
status it had in the apostles’ time.—Mat-
thew 13:24-30, 36-43.

Both lIsaiah’s and Micah’s prophecies
foretell such a regathering of true worship-
ers “in the final part of the days.” Isaiah
says: “It must occur in the final part of the
days that the mountain of the house of Je-
hovah will become firmly established above
the top of the mountains, and it will cer-
tainly be lifted up above the hills; and to it
all the nations must stream. And many peo-
ples will certainly go and say: ‘Come, you
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people, and let us go up to the mountain of
Jehovah, to the house of the God of Jacob:;
and he will instruct us about his ways, and
we will walk in his paths.”” A clear-eyed
look at the facts shows that Isaiah’s proph-
ecy is being fulfilled in our time.—Isaiah 2:
2, 3; Micah 4:1-3.

The growth of the Christian congrega-
tion, though, is not occurring through some
human effort. Jesus foretold that he would
“send forth his angels” to do a gathering
work. He also indicated a very special pur-
pose for it; “At that time the righteous ones
will shine as brightly as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father.” (Matthew 13:43)
This shows that an enlightening, or educa-
tional, work would be performed worldwide
by the Christian congregation.

Jehovah’s Witnesses see a fulfillment of
these prophecies in the educational work
that they are carrying out in 232 lands
today. By comparing the Witnesses' be-
liefs, standards of conduct, and organiza-
tion with the Bible, unbiased people can
clearly see that these harmonize with those
of the first-century Christian congregation.
The Witnesses speak of their faith as “the
truth” but not out of some presumption of
personal superiority. Instead, they do so be-
cause they have extensively studied God’s
Word, the Bible, and they follow it as the
only standard by which religion can right-
ly be measured.

The early Christians referred to their
faith as “the truth.” (1 Timothy 3:15; 2 Pe-
ter 2:2; 2 John 1) What was truth for them
must also be truth for us today. Jehovah's
Witnesses invite everyone to make sure of
that for themselves by studying the Bible.
We hope that by doing so you will also ex-
perience the joy that comes not only from
having found a religion that surpasses oth-
ers but from having found the truth!



Joy in store for
those who find the truth

N HIS attic, a Finnish man found the

book The Divine Plan of the Ages. He

started to read it on the spot, and before

long he said to himself, ‘This is the truth;

this is the truth.” Upon coming down from
the attic, he told his wife, “I have found the
true religion.”

This experience is unusual in the way this
man found the truth, but many of Jehovah's
Witnesses could relate a similar reaction.
All of them can tell you of the joy it brings

to find the truth. The following experiences
highlight this.

True Bible Teachings Bring Joy

Margarita Koniger grew up in Munich,
Germany, during World War Il. Bombed
and burning houses were a frequent sight.
Her brother died in the war. As she at-
tended Catholic church services, she heard
prayers said for the German soldiers
and the fiihrer, Hitler. After the war, she
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Many

received a scholarship to attend a college
in the United States as part of a student-
exchange program. She found that peo-
ple were friendly to her, so she wondered
what it was that seemed to push people,
whose natural desire is to live in peace, to
distrust and hate one another during war-
time. Back in Munich, she came in contact
with Jehovah’s Witnesses, and through a
study of the Bible with them, she found the
answers to her questions. She says: “lI was
shown from the Bible that wicked spirit
forces are involved ... The Bible calls them
‘world rulers,” and, in fact, says that Satan
‘is misleading the entire inhabited earth.’
... Judging by the ungodly, devilish actions
of nations and peoples, how reasonable and
satisfying this answer is!"—Ephesians 6:12;
Revelation 12:9.

Margarita continues: “It brought me
great joy to learn of God's provision for
solving earth’s problems. No, it will not be
by means of some human ideology or ad-
ministration, as proposed by worldly edu-
cators. Rather, the Bible shows that a new
heavenly government will take charge of
earth’s affairs.... Jesus Christ taught his
followers to pray: ‘Let your kingdom come.’
... I began to see that this kingdom is a real
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areimpressed by the joy and good organization at assemblies of Jehovah's Witnesses

government and that only by means of it
will genuine, worldwide peace be achieved.”
During almost 30 years, Margarita has
served as a missionary in some five African
countries—the last 19 years being spent in
proclaiming truth to the humble people of
QOuagadougou, Burkina Faso.

Margarita’'s experience is not unique.
Many have reacted just as positively when
they have found that Christendom’s cler-
gy on both sides of the battle lines pray
to God for victory. Honesthearted ones see
the reasonableness of the Bible’s explana-
tion that God has nothing to do with man’s
wars but that these develop because “the
whole world is lying in the power of the
wicked one.” These truth seekers learn that
true Christians are to be “no part of the
world” but are to remain neutral in its af-
fairs. Recognizing that Jehovah’'s Witness-
es have taken such a stand, these newly in-
terested ones become convinced that they
have found the truth. Such ones grow in
hope and joy as they gain increased knowl-
edge regarding why God has allowed wick-
edness and how he will shortly bring about
peace and righteous conditions on the earth
by means of his Kingdom.—1 John 5:19;
John 17:16; Matthew 6:9, 10.



True Bible Principles Bring Joy

Daniel Rosero of Ecuador felt that life was
meaningless, so he started to drink. The
church he attended taught him that the
only thing he had to look forward to was
death and a fiery hell. He responded, “I'm
going to burn, so let me drink!” He had
a family of eight that he was not provid-
ing for, and he was always fighting with
his wife, Delia. The turning point came one
Sunday morning when they were visited by
Jehovah's Witnesses and started studying
the Bible. The first time Daniel attended a
circuit assembly of Jehovah’s Witnesses, he
realized he had found the truth. He says:
“The organization overwhelmed me. People
got along, lots of them, together. You could
feel love in the crowd. No one smoked. No
dirty language. ... | remember thinking,
‘This is the truth!” It was not fear of death
or fear of the world’s end that moved me. It
was the cleanness of the organization.”

The entire Rosero family became Jeho-
vah’'s Witnesses. Their family life and their
economic situation improved as they ap-
plied Bible principles. Delia Rosero says:
“You know I owe it all to the truth of the Bi-
ble. Who knows where my children would be
without God’'s Word? All seven of them are
baptized and stable. The truth has meant a
completely new life, new happiness, for me.”

The experience of the Rosero family is not
unique. Many in our day are troubled by
problems. One reason is that the moral stan-
dards provided in the Bible are generally no
longer respected, as they were by earlier
generations. Most religions have followed
this trend, either in the name of tolerance or
because they feel that with changing times
old morals are out-of-date. So, like others,
the Roseros were left to grope without the
Bible's guidance. However, when such hum-
ble people come to understand God’s view
on morals and family life, they without de-

lay apply what they learn. From their sto-
ries we can see the good results of doing so.

Joy Must Be Cultivated

This does not mean, however, that a
Christian is in a constant state of eupho-
ria. Obviously, the difficulties that peo-
ple in general face, such as unemployment,
sickness, and death, affect Christians too.
Christians also have to put up a continual
fight against their own imperfections and
weaknesses. The Bible account says that Lot
was “greatly distressed by the indulgence of
the law-defying people in loose conduct” in
the city of Sodom. Faithful Christians can-
not avoid similar feelings when seeing wick-
ed conditions prevail.—2 Peter 2:7, 8.

However, those who have found the truth
have an advantage. For example, a believer
who is mourning over someone who has died
does not have to feel “sorrow just as the rest
also do who have no hope.” His grief will not
be boundless. This is true regarding other
problems too. The person who has found the
truth knows that present hardships are only
temporary. Hope makes it easier to bear up
under difficulties. A balanced life-style also
helps.—1 Thessalonians 4:13.

Paul gave Christians this exhortation: “Al-
ways rejoice in the Lord. Once more | will
say, Rejoice!” (Philippians 4:4) This shows
that while joy is within the reach of all of us,
it also is possible not to have it. The anxieties
of this old system of things could prove to be
an obstacle. In addition, the Bible tells us
that we need to cultivate joy, one of the fruits
of God'’s spirit. (Galatians 5:22) If you con-
tinually take in knowledge of the truth and
remind yourself of the spiritual riches it has
brought and still brings, your joy will not di-
minish. It will become stronger as we ap-
proach the time when God “will wipe out
every tear” from people’s eyes and when nei-
ther “mourning nor outcry nor pain” will be
anymore.—Revelation 21:4.
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A printer who left his mark

AVE you ever
wanted to locate
a passage in the

Bible but could not recall
where it was found? Yet,
by remembering just one
word, you were able to
find it by using a Bi-
ble concordance. Or per-
haps you have attend-
ed a Christian gathering
where hundreds, or even
thousands, in atten-
dance were able to open
their Bibles to read a
text just seconds after it
had been cited.

In either case, you owe
something to a man with
whom you may not be fa-
miliar. He made your Bible study easier,
and he also played a part in ensuring that
we today have accurate Bibles. He even in-
fluenced the way many Bibles look.

The man was Robert Estienne.* He was
a printer, born the son of a printer, in
Paris, France, near the beginning of the
16th century. It was the age of the Renais-
sance and the Reformation. The printing
press became a vehicle for both. Henri Es-
tienne, Robert’s father, was a printer of re-
nown, producing some of the finest book
editions to come out of the Renaissance. His
work included academic and Biblical works
for the University of Paris and its school of
theology—the Sorbonne.

But let us focus on the son, Robert Es-
tienne. Little is known of his formal educa-

* Also known his Latinized name, Stephanus,
and his Anglicized name, Stephens.
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Robert Estienne's efforts have
aided generations of Bible students

tion. Yet, from an early
age, he mastered Latin
and soon learned Greek
and Hebrew as well.
From his father, Robert
learned the art of print-
ing. When he took over
Henri's press in 1526,
Robert Estienne was al-
ready known as a scholar
of high linguistic stan-
dards. Though he pub-
lished critical editions of
Latin literature and oth-
er scholarly works, his
first and indisputable
love was the Bible. Ea-
ger to accomplish for the
Latin Bible what had al-
ready been done for the
Latin classics, Estienne set out to reestab-
lish as nearly as possible the original fifth-
century text of Jerome’s Latin Vulgate Bi-
ble.

Biblioth&que Nationale, Paris

A Refined Vulgate

Jerome had translated from the Bible’s
original Hebrew and Greek, but by Es-
tienne’s day, the Vulgate had been in exis-
tence for a thousand years. Many errors and
corruptions had slipped in as a consequence
of generations of transcribing the Vulgate.
Moreover, during the Middle Ages, the Bi-
ble’s divinely inspired words had become
overlaid with a tangled skein of medieval
legends, paraphrased passages, and spuri-
ous interpolations. These had become so
mingled with the Bible's text that they be-
gan to be accepted as inspired writings.

To clear away all that was not original,



Estienne applied the methods of textual
criticism that were used for the study of
classical literature. He sought out the old-
est and best manuscripts available. In the
libraries in and around Paris and in such
places as Evreux and Soissons, he uncov-
ered several ancient manuscripts, one ap-
parently dating from the sixth century.
Estienne carefully compared the different
Latin texts passage by passage, selecting
only the passages that seemed to have the
most authority. The work that resulted, Es-
tienne’s Bible, was first published in 1528
and was a significant step forward in refin-
ing the Bible’'s textual accuracy. Improved
editions by Estienne followed. Others be-
fore him had attempted to correct the Vul-
gate, but his was the first edition to pro-
vide an effective critical apparatus. In the
margins, Estienne indicated where he had
omitted certain doubtful passages or where
more than one reading was possible. He also
noted the manuscript sources that gave au-
thority for these corrections.

Estienne introduced many other features
quite novel for the 16th century. He made a
distinction between the Apocryphal books
and God’s Word. He placed the book of Acts
after the Gospels and before the letters of
Paul. At the top of each page, he supplied a
few key words to help readers locate specif-
ic passages. This was the earliest example
of what today is commonly called a run-
ning head. Instead of using the heavy Goth-
ic, or black letter, type that originated in
Germany, Estienne was one of the first to
print the entire Bible in the lighter and
easier-to-read roman type now in common
use. He also provided many cross-references
and philological notes to help clarify cer-
tain passages.

Many nobles and prelates appreciated Es-
tienne’s Bible, for it was better than any
other printed edition of the Vulgate. For

beauty, workmanship, and utility, his edi-
tion became the standard and was soon be-
ing imitated all over Europe.

The Royal Printer

“Have you beheld a man skillful in his
work? Before kings is where he will station
himself,” says Proverbs 22:29. Estienne’s
innovative craftsmanship and linguistic
ability did not escape the notice of Fran-
cis I, king of France. Estienne became the
king’s printer of Latin, Hebrew, and Greek.
As such, Estienne produced what still re-
main some of the masterpieces of French
typography. In 1539 he began to produce
the first and finest complete Hebrew Bible
printed in France. In 1540 he introduced il-
lustrations into his Latin Bible. But instead
of the usual fanciful depictions of Bibli-
cal events common to the Middle Ages, Es-
tienne provided instructive drawings based
on archaeological evidence or on the mea-
surements and descriptions found in the Bi-
ble itself. These wood-block prints depicted
in detail such subjects as the ark of the cov-
enant, the high priest’'s garments, the tab-
ernacle, and Solomon’s temple.

Using the special set of Greek type that
he had ordered for printing the King's
manuscript collection, Estienne went on
to produce the first critical edition of the
Christian Greek Scriptures. Although the
first two editions of Estienne’s Greek text
were little better than Desiderius Erasmus’
work, in the third edition of 1550, Estienne
added the collations and references from
some 15 manuscripts, including the fifth-
century-C.E. Codex Bezae and the Septu-
agint Bible. This edition by Estienne was
so widely accepted that it later became
the basis for the so-called Textus Recep-
tus, or Received Text, upon which many lat-
er translations were based, including the
King James Version of 1611.
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The Sorbonne Against
the Reformation

With the ideas of Luther and other Re-
formers spreading all over Europe, the
Catholic Church sought to control what the
people thought by regulating what they
read. On June 15,1520, Pope Leo X had is-
sued a bull ordering that no book contain-
ing “heresies” be printed, sold, or read in
any Catholic land and demanding that the
secular authorities enforce the bull with-
in their domains. In England, King Hen-
ry VIII left the task of censorship to Cath-
olic bishop Cuthbert Tunstall. However, in
most of Europe, the undisputed authority
in matters of doctrine, next to the pope,
was the faculty of theologians at the
University of Paris—the Sorbonne.

The Sorbonne was the voice of
Catholic orthodoxy. For centu-
ries it had been viewed as
the rampart of the Cath-
olic faith. The Sorbonne’s
censors opposed all criti-
cal editions and vernacu-
lar translations of the Vul-
gate, considering such as
being not only “useless
to the church but harm-
ful.” This was not sur-
prising at a time when
Reformers were call-
ing into question church
doctrines, ceremonies,
and traditions that were
not based on the authori-
ty of Scripture. How-
ever, many theologians
at the Sorbonne consid-
ered the church’s ven-
erated doctrines to be
more important than
an accurate reading of
the Bible itself. One
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theologian said: “Once the doctrines are ac-
quired, the Scriptures are like scaffolding
that is removed after a wall is built.” Most
of the faculty were ignorant of Hebrew
and Greek, yet they disdained the studies
of Estienne and other Renaissance scholars
who were delving into the original mean-
ings of the words used in the Bible. One
Sorbonne professor even ventured that “to
propagate a knowledge of Greek and He-
brew would operate to the destruction of all
religion.”

The Sorbonne Attacks
Although the early editions of Es-
tienne’s Vulgate passed the faculty’s
censors, it had not been without con-

troversy. Back in the 13th century,
the Vulgate had been enshrined as
the university’s official Bible, and to
many people its text was infal-
lible. The faculty had even con-
demned the respected scholar

Erasmus for his work on the

Vulgate. That a local layman

printer would have the audac-

ity to correct the official text
was alarming to some.

Perhaps more than anything,
it was Estienne’s marginal notes
that worried the theologians. The
notes cast doubt on the legiti-
macy of the text of the Vulgate.
Estienne’s desire to clarify cer-

tain passages resulted in
his being accused of in-
truding into the realm of
theology. He denied the
charge, claiming that his
notes were merely short
summaries or philologi-
cal in nature. For exam-

Estie n n e 'sinstructive illustrationsPle, his note on Genesis
were imitated for generations

37:35 explained that the

Biblioth&que Nationale, Paris



word “hell” [Latin, infernum] could not
there be understood to be a place where the
wicked are punished. The faculty charged
that he denied the immortality of the soul
and the intercessory power of the “saints.”

Estienne, however, had the favor and pro-
tection of the king. Francis | showed great
interest in Renaissance studies, particular-
ly the work of his royal printer. Reported-
ly, Francis | even visited Estienne and once
waited patiently while Estienne was mak-
ing some last-minute corrections to a text.
With the Kking’'s support, Estienne with-
stood the Sorbonne.

Theologians Ban His Bibles

In 1545, though, events caused the full
fury of the Sorbonne’s faculty to be focused
upon Estienne. Seeing the benefit of pre-
senting a united front against the Reform-
ers, the Catholic universities of Cologne
(Germany), Louvain (Belgium), and Paris
had earlier agreed to collaborate in the cen-
sorship of unorthodox teachings. When the
theologians of Louvain University wrote
the Sorbonne expressing their surprise
that Estienne’s Bibles had not appeared on
Paris’ list of condemned books, the Sor-
bonne lyingly replied that they would in-
deed have condemned them if they had seen
them. Estienne’s enemies within the facul-
ty now felt confident that the combined au-
thority of the faculties of Louvain and Par-
is would be sufficient to convince Francis |
of the errors of his printer.

Meanwhile, having been warned of his
enemies’ intentions, Estienne got to the
king first. Estienne suggested that if the
theologians would produce a list of any er-
rors they had found, he was quite willing
to print these along with the theologians’
corrections and to include them with each
Bible sold. This solution won the king’s fa-
vor. He asked Pierre du Chastel, his royal

lector, to see to the matter. In October 1546
the faculty wrote to Du Chastel protesting
that Estienne’s Bibles were “food for those
who deny our Faith and support the cur-
rent ... heresies” and were so full of errors
as to merit in their “entirety to be extin-
guished and exterminated.” Unconvinced,
the king now personally ordered the faculty
to produce the censures so that they could
be printed with Estienne’s Bibles. This they
promised to do, but actually they did all
they possibly could to avoid having to pro-
duce a detailed list of supposed errors.

Francis | died in March 1547, and with
him went Estienne’s most potent ally
against the power of the Sorbonne. When
Henry Il ascended the throne, he renewed
his father’'s command that the faculty pro-
duce their censures. Yet, observing how
the German princes were using the Ref-
ormation for political ends, Henry Il was
less concerned with the supposed advan-
tages or disadvantages of the royal printer’s
Bibles than with keeping France Catholic
and united under its new king. On Decem-
ber 10, 1547, the king’'s Privy Council de-
cided that sales of Estienne’s Bibles should
be prohibited until the theologians could
produce their list of censures.

Accused of Being a Heretic

The faculty now sought means to have
Estienne’s case turned over to the special
court that had newly been set up to try cas-
es of heresy. Estienne needed no reminder
of the danger he was in. Within two years
of its formation, the court became known as
the chambre ardente, or “burning room.”
Some 60 victims were sent to the stake, in-
cluding some printers and booksellers who
were burned alive at the Place Maubert,
just a few minutes’ walk from Estienne’s
front door. Estienne’s house was repeat-
edly searched for some thread of evidence
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against him. Over 80 witnesses were ques-
tioned. Informers were promised a fourth
of his goods if he could be convicted of her-
esy. Still, their only evidence was what Es-
tienne had openly printed in his Bibles.

Again the king ordered that the list of
the faculty’s censures be turned over to
his Privy Council. Intractable, the faculty
answered that ‘the theologians are not in
the habit of putting in writing the rea-
sons for which they condemn something as
heretical but answer by spoken word only,
which you must believe, or else there will
be no end of writing.” Henry acquiesced.
The final ban was imposed. Almost every
Biblical work Estienne had ever produced
was condemned. Although he had escaped
the flames of Place Maubert, he decided to
leave France in the face of a total ban on
his Bibles and the likelihood of further ha-
rassment.

The Expatriate Printer

In November 1550, Estienne moved to
Geneva, Switzerland. The faculty had made
it illegal in France to publish any Bible ex-
cept the Vulgate. Now at liberty to pub-
lish what he wished, Estienne reprinted
his Greek “New Testament” in 1551, with
two Latin versions (the Vulgate and Eras-
mus’) in parallel columns. This he followed,

In Our Next Issue

Soon, No One Will Be Poor!

Benefiting From Daily Bible Reading

What Will Your Business Cost You?
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in 1552, with a French translation of the
Greek Scriptures in parallel with Erasmus’
Latin text. In these two editions, Estienne
introduced his system for dividing the Bi-
ble’s text into numbered verses—the same
system as is universally used today. Al-
though others had previously tried differ-
ent schemes for verse division, Estienne’s
became the accepted form. His French Bi-
ble of 1553 was the first complete Bible to
provide his verse divisions.

Estienne’s two-version Latin Bible of
1557 is also noteworthy for his use of God's
personal name, Jehova, throughout the He-
brew Scriptures. In the margin of the sec-
ond psalm, he noted that the substitution
of 'Adho-nai' for the Hebrew Tetragram-
maton (mrr) was based solely on Jewish su-
perstition and should be rejected. In this
edition, Estienne used italics to indicate the
Latin words that were added to complete
the sense of the Hebrew. This convention
was later adopted in other Bibles, a legacy
that has often puzzled today’s readers ac-
customed to the modern use of italics to
show emphasis.

Determined to put his learning at the
disposal of others, Estienne devoted his life
to the publication of the Holy Scriptures.
Those today who value the Word of God can
be grateful for his efforts and for the labor
of others who painstakingly strove to un-
cover the words of the Bible as originally
written. The process they started contin-
ues as we gain a more accurate knowledge
of the ancient languages and discover old-
er and more accurate manuscripts of God'’s
Word. Shortly before his death (1559), Es-
tienne was working on a new translation of
the Greek Scriptures. He was asked: “Who
will buy it? Who will read it?” He confident-
ly answered: ‘All learned men of godly de-
votion.’



JEHOVAH'’S
FEAR-INSPIRING DAY IS NEAR

“A booko f remembrance began to be written up before himfor those infear of

Jehovah andfor those thinking upon his name.

AR-INSPIRING! As day dawned on
ugust 6, 1945, a great city was de-
molished in an instant of time. Some
80,000 dead! Tens of thousands mortally in-
jured! Raging fire! The nuclear bomb had
done its work. How did Jehovah’'s Witness-
es fare during that catastrophe? There was
only one Witness in Hiroshima—confined
within the protective walls of a prison be-
cause of his Christian integrity. The prison
collapsed into rubble, but our brother was
not hurt. As he put it, he was atom-bombed
out of prison—perhaps the only good thing
that the bomb accomplished.
2Fearsome as that bomb blast was, it
fades into insignificance when compared to
“the great and fear-inspiring day of Jeho-
vah* that lies just ahead. (Malachi 4:5) Oh,
yes, there have been fear-inspiring days in
the past, but this day of Jehovah will sur-
pass all of them.—Mark 13:19.
3In Noah's day “all flesh had ruined its
way on the earth,” and God declared: “The
earth is full of violence as a result of them;
and here | am bringing them to ruin to-
gether with the earth.” (Genesis 6:12, 13)
As recorded at Matthew 24:39, Jesus said
that people “took no note until the flood

1, 2. Of what fear-inspiring day does Malachi
forewarn?

3. What contrast is to be noted between “all
flesh” and Noah’s family leading up to the Del-
uge?

MALACHI 3:16.

came and swept them all away.” But faith-
ful Noah, “a preacher of righteousness,”
along with his God-fearing family, survived
that Deluge.—2 Peter 2:5.

4“So too,” Jude 7 relates, “Sodom and
Gomorrah and the cities about them, after
they . . . had committed fornication exces-
sively and gone out after flesh for unnatu-
ral use, are placed before us as a warning
example by undergoing the judicial pun-
ishment of everlasting fire.” Those ungod-
ly people perished because of their dis-
gustingly filthy life-style. Let sex-oriented
communities of this modern world be
warned! Note, however, that God-fearing
Lot and his daughters were preserved alive
during that catastrophe, even as Jehovah'’s
worshipers will be protected during the
fast-approaching great tribulation.—2 Pe-
ter 2:6-9.

5Then consider the warning examples
provided when Jehovah used invading ar-
mies to wipe out Jerusalem, the glorious
city that had once been “the exultation of
the whole earth.” (Psalm 48:2) These trag-
ic events took place, first in 607 B.C.E.
and again in 70 C.E., because God’s pro-
fessed people abandoned true worship. Hap-
pily, loyal servants of Jehovah survived.

4. What warning example is provided by Sodom
and Gomorrah?

5. What can we learn from the judgments exe-
cuted on Jerusalem?
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The disaster of 70 C.E. (depicted below) is
described as “a tribulation such as has not
occurred from the beginning of the cre-
ation which God created until that time.” It
removed once and for all the apostate Jew-
ish system of things, and certainly in that
respect it “will not occur again.” (Mark 13:
19) But even this execution of divine judg-
ment was merely a shadow of “the great
tribulation” that now threatens the entire
world system of things.—Revelation 7:14.

6Why would God permit terrible calam-
ities, with loss of so many lives? In the cas-
es of Noah, of Sodom and Gomorrah, and
of Jerusalem, Jehovah was executing judg-
ment on those who had ruined their way
upon the earth, who had sullied this beau-
tiful planet with literal pollution and moral
degradation, and who had apostatized from,
or rejected, true worship. Today we stand
on the brink of an all-inclusive execution of
judgment that will engulf the entire world.
—2 Thessalonians 1:6-9.

“In the Last Days”

7Those destructions of ancient times
were prophetic of the fear-inspiring great
tribulation described at 2 Peter 3:3-13.
The apostle says: “You know this first, that
in the last days there will come ridicul-
ers with their ridicule, proceeding accord-
ing to their own desires.” Then, focusing
on Noah’s day, Peter writes: “The world of
that time suffered destruction when it was
deluged with water. But by the same word
the heavens and the earth that are now
are stored up for fire and are being re-
served to the day of judgment and of de-
struction of the ungodly men.” In the wake
of that greatest of all tribulations, the long-

6. Why does Jehovah permit calamities?

7. (a) Of what were ancient divine judgments
prophetic? (b) What glorious prospect lies
ahead?
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awaited Kingdom rule of Messiah will take
on new dimensions—“new heavens and a
new earth ..., and in these righteousness
is to dwell.” What a joyful prospect!

8 During our 20th century, world events

have moved progressively toward a climax.
Though the devastating of Hiroshima was
no divine visitation, it may be included in
the “fearful sights” that Jesus prophesied
for the time of the end. (Luke 21:11) It
launched a nuclear threat that still hangs
like a storm cloud over mankind. Thus, a
headline in
vember 29, 1993, reads: “The Guns May Be
a Bit Rusty but the Nuclear Arms Are Still
Polished.” In the meantime, international,
interracial, and intertribal wars continue to
reap a horrifying harvest. In former ages
the vast majority of casualties were among
the soldiers. Today, 80 percent of war casu-
alties are reported to be civilians, not to
mention the millions who flee their home-
lands as refugees.

8. How are world events moving to a climax?

TheNew York Times of N



9 Religious leaders have often shown,

and continue to show, “friendship with the
world” by getting actively involved in wars
and bloody revolutions. (James 4:4) Some
have collaborated with greedy barons of the
commercial world as these mass-produce
armaments and build up drug empires. For
example, in reporting the assassination of a
South American drug lord, The New York
Times stated: “Hiding his drug dealing be-
hind claims of legitimate business wealth
and the image of a benefactor, he had his
own radio show and was often accompa-
nied by Roman Catholic priests.” The Wall
Street Journal reported that in addition to
ruining the lives of millions who became
drug addicts, this drug lord personally di-
rected the murder of thousands. The Times
of London noted: “The killers often pay for
a special Mass to give thanks ... at the
same time as the victim’s funeral mass is
taking place elsewhere.” What wickedness!

9. How have religious leaders displayed friend-
ship with the world?

DWho knows what havoc demon-inspired
men may yet inflict on this earth? As
1John 5:19 states, “the whole world is lying
in the power of the wicked one,” Satan the
Devil. Today it is “woe for the earth and for
the sea, because the Devil has come down
to you, having great anger, knowing he has
a short period of time.” (Revelation 12:12)
Happily, though, Romans 10:13 assures us
that “everyone who calls on the name of Je-
hovah will be saved.”

God Comes Near in Judgment

N As to the immediate future of man-
kind, the prophecy of Malachi throws light
on what is about to happen. Malachi is
listed last in the long line of ancient He-
brew prophets. Israel had experienced the
desolating of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E. But
70 years later Jehovah had displayed mer-
ciful loving-kindness in restoring that na-
tion to its land. Within a hundred years,
however, Israel was again drifting into
apostasy and wickedness. The people were
dishonoring Jehovah’s name, ignoring his
righteous laws, and polluting his temple by
bringing blind, lame, and sick animals for
sacrifice. They were divorcing the wives of
their youth so that they could marry for-
eign women.—Malachi 1:6-8; 2:13-16.

P2A purifying work was needed. It is de-
scribed at Malachi 3:1-4. Like ancient Isra-
el, Jehovah’s modern-day Witnesses needed
to be cleansed, so the purifying work de-
scribed by Malachi can be applied to them.
As the first world war drew toward its close,
some of the Bible Students, as the Wit-
nesses were then known, did not maintain

10. How should we view the worsening of world
conditions?

11. What conditions in Israel called forth Mala-
chi’s prophecy?

12. 13. (@) What purifying has been necessary
for the anointed priestly class? (b) How do the
great crowd also benefit by cleansing?
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clear-cut neutrality in worldly affairs. In
1918, Jehovah sent His “messenger of the
covenant,” Christ Jesus, to His spiritual
temple arrangement to cleanse the small
group of His worshipers from worldly blem-
ishes. Prophetically, Jehovah had asked:
“Who will be putting up with the day of
[the messenger’s] coming, and who will be
the one standing when he appears? For he
will be like the fire of a refiner and like
the lye of laundrymen. And he must sit as
a refiner and cleanser of silver and must
cleanse the sons of Levi [anointed priest-
ly group]; and he must clarify them like
gold and like silver, and they will certain-
ly become to Jehovah people presenting a
gift offering in righteousness.” As a puri-
fied people, they have done just that!

13That anointed priestly group numbers
only 144,000. (Revelation 7:4-8; 14:1, 3)
What, though, of other dedicated Chris-
tians today? Now increasing into the mil-
lions, these form “a great crowd” that also
has to be cleansed of worldly ways, ‘wash-
ing their robes and making them white in
the blood of the Lamb.’ (Revelation 7:9,14)
Thus, by exercising faith in the ransom
sacrifice of the Lamb, Christ Jesus, they
are able to maintain a clean standing be-
fore Jehovah. They are promised survival
through the entire great tribulation, the
fear-inspiring day of Jehovah.—Zephaniah
2:2,3.

U Together with the priestly remnant,
this great crowd must heed God's further
words: “l will come near to you people for
the judgment, and | will become a speedy
witness against the sorcerers, and against
the adulterers, and against those swear-
ing falsely, and against those acting fraud-
ulently with the wages of a wage worker,
14. What words should God’s people heed today
as they continue to cultivate the new personal-
ity?
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with the widow and with the fatherless boy,
and those turning away the alien resident,
while they have not feared me ... For | am
Jehovah; | have not changed.” (Malachi 3:
5,6) No, Jehovah'’s standards do not change,
so in fear of Jehovah, his people today must
shun idolatry of all kinds and be truthful,
honest, and generous as they continue to
cultivate the Christian personality.—Colos-
sians 3:9-14.

BJehovah extends an invitation to any
who may have turned aside from his righ-
teous ways, saying: “Return to me, and |
will return to you.” If these ask: “In what
way shall we return?” he replies: “You are
robbing me.” And in answer to the fur-
ther question: “In what way have we robbed
you?” Jehovah states that they have robbed
him by failing to bring their very best as
offerings for his temple service. (Malachi 3:
7, 8) Having become part of Jehovah'’s peo-
ple, we should indeed want to devote the
best part of our energies, abilities, and ma-
terial assets to the service of Jehovah. Thus,
rather than rob God, we ‘keep on seeking
first the kingdom and his righteousness.’
—Matthew 6:33.

BThere is a grand reward for all who put
the self-serving, materialistic ways of the
world behind them, as Malachi 3:10-12 in-
dicates: “‘'Test me out, please, in this re-
spect,’ Jehovah of armies has said, ‘whether
I shall not open to you people the flood-
gates of the heavens and actually empty out
upon you a blessing until there is no more
want.” To all appreciative ones, Jehovah
promises spiritual prosperity and fruitful-
ness. He adds: “All the nations will have
to pronounce you happy, for you yourselves

15. (a) What merciful invitation does Jehovah
extend? (b) How may we avoid “robbing” Jeho-
vah?

16. What encouragement do we find at Malachi
3:10-127?



will become a land of delight.” Has that not
proved to be so among the millions of God's
thankful people throughout the earth to-
day?

Integrity Keepers in the Book of Life
17 At this point, we may comment on the
integrity of our Rwandan brothers and sis-
ters. They have always brought the finest
of spiritual offerings to Jehovah's spiritual
house of worship. For example, at their “Di-
vine Teaching” District Convention in De-
cember 1993, their 2,080 Kingdom pub-
lishers reaped a total attendance of 4,075.
There were 230 new Witnesses baptized,
and of these, nearly 150 enrolled in auxil-
iary pioneer service the following month.
BWhen ethnic hatred burst forth in
April 1994, at least 180 Witnesses, includ-
ing the city overseer in Kigali, the capital,
and his entire family, were Kkilled. The six
translators at the Watch Tower Society’s
office in Kigali, four of them Hutu and two
Tutsi, continued working for several weeks
under heavy threats, until the Tutsi had to
flee, only to be killed at a checkpoint. Fi-
nally, carrying what was left of their com-
puter equipment, the remaining four fled to
Goma, in Zaire, where they loyally contin-
ued to translate The into the
Kinyarwanda language.—Isaiah 54:17.
OThese refugee Witnesses, though in
dire circumstances, always asked for spiri-
tual food ahead of material provisions. At
great sacrifice, loving brothers from sever-
al lands were able to get supplies through
to them. By word of mouth and by their or-
derliness under stress, these refugees have
given a marvelous witness. They have in-
deed continued to bring of their best to Je-
hovah's worship. They have demonstrated a

17-19. (a) How has the turmoil in Rwanda af-
fected our brothers there? (b) With what convic-
tion have all these faithful ones moved onward?

conviction like Paul's expressed at Romans
14:8: “If we live, we live to Jehovah, and if
we die, we die to Jehovah. Therefore both if
we live and if we die, we belong to Jeho-
vah.”

DJehovah keeps record of all who serve
him in integrity. Malachi’s prophecy contin-
ues: “At that time those in fear of Jehovah
spoke with one another, each one with his
companion, and Jehovah kept paying atten-
tion and listening. And a book of remem-
brance began to be written up before him
for those in fear of Jehovah and for those
thinking upon his name.”—Malachi 3:16.

2LlHow important it is today that we show
godly fear in honoring Jehovah’s name! Do-
ing so, we will not suffer adverse judg-
ment, as will those who admiringly sup-
port this world’s systems. Revelation 17:8
relates that “their names have not been
written upon the scroll of life.” Logically,
the preeminent name written in Jehovah'’s
book of life is that of the Chief Agent of
life, God’s own Son, Jesus Christ. Matthew
12:21 declares: “Indeed, in his name nations
will hope.” Jesus’ ransom sacrifice guaran-
tees everlasting life for all who exercise

20, 21. (a) Whose names are not written in Je-
hovah'’s book of remembrance? (b) Whose names
appear in the book, and why?

Do You Recall?

O What judgments did Jehovah
execute in Bible times?

O How do conditions today parallel
those of ancient times?

O What purifying has taken place in
fulfillment of Malachi's prophecy?

O Whose names are written in God's
book of remembrance?
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faith therein. What a privilege it is to have
our individual names added to Jesus’ name
in that scroll!

again certainly see the distinction between
a righteous one and a wicked one, between
one serving God and one who has not served

2 How will God’s servants fare in thehim.” The division will be plain to all: the

judgment? Jehovah answers at Malachi 3:
17, 18: “I will show compassion upon them,
just as a man shows compassion upon his
son who is serving him. And you people will

22. What distinction will be apparent when Je-
hovah executes judgment?

wicked, separated for everlasting cutting-
off, and the righteous, approved for ever-
lasting life in the realm of the Kingdom.
(Matthew 25:31-46) Thus a great crowd of
sheeplike persons will survive the great and
fear-inspiring day of Jehovah.

The day that
‘BURNS LIKE A FURNACE’

“Look! the

dayis coming that is burning like thefurnace.”

—MALACHI 4.1.

URING these last days, happy are

those whose name Jehovah choos-

es to write in his book of remem-
brance. But what of those who fail to qual-
ify for that privilege? Whether they are
rulers or simply common people, how will
they fare if they treat the proclaimers of
God’s Kingdom and their message with dis-
dain? Malachi speaks of a day of account-
ing. At chapter 4, verse 1, we read: “‘For,
look! the day is coming that is burning like
the furnace, and all the presumptuous ones
and all those doing wickedness must be-
come as stubble. And the day that is com-
ing will certainly devour them,’ Jehovah of
armies has said, ‘so that it will not leave to
them either root or bough.’”

1. What questions arise in connection with Mal-

achi 4:1?
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2  Other prophets also compare Jehovah's

judging of the nations to the torrid heat of
a furnace. How aptly Ezekiel 22:19-22 ap-
plies to God’'s judging the sects of apos-
tate Christendom! It reads: “This is what
the Sovereign Lord Jehovah has said, ‘For
the reason that all of you have become as
much scummy dross, therefore here I am
collecting you together ... As in collecting
silver and copper and iron and lead and
tin into the midst of a furnace, in order
to blow upon it with fire to cause a lique-
fying, so I shall collect them together in
my anger and in my rage, and | will blow
and cause you people to liquefy. And | will
bring you together and blow upon you with
the fire of my fury, and you must be lique-

2. What graphic description of Jehovah’'s judg-
ment is given by Ezekiel?



fied in the midst of her. As
in the liquefying of silver in
the midst of a furnace, so
you people will be liquefied
in the midst of her; and you
will have to know that | my-
self, Jehovah, have poured
out my rage upon you.'”

3A powerful illustration
indeed! The clergy who have
begged off from using Jeho-
vah’'s name, even blasphem-
ing that holy name, must
meet up with that day of
reckoning. Presumptuous-
ly, they claim that they and
their political allies will es-
tablish the Kingdom of God
on earth, or at least make
the earth a fit place for the
Kingdom.

4Apostate Christendom
has joined with political rul-
ers in fighting terrible wars. History re-
cords the Crusades of medieval times, the
forced conversions of the Spanish Inquisi-
tion, the Thirty Years’ War that decimated
Europe in the 17th century, and the Span-
ish Civil War of the 1930’s, fought to make
Spain safe for Catholicism. The greatest
bloodletting came with the two world wars
of our century, when Catholics and Protes-
tants engaged in a free-for-all, indiscrimi-
nately slaughtering fellow believers as well
as those of other religions. More recent-
ly, there has been murderous fighting be-
tween Catholics and Protestants in Ireland,
between religious factions in India, and be-
tween the religious groups of the former
Yugoslavia. The pages of religious histo-
ry are also bloodied by the martyrdom of

3, 4. (&) What hypocritical claim have the cler-
gy made? (b) What is religion’s sordid record?

The Complete Encyclopedia of lllustration/J. G. Heck

During the Spanish Inquisition many were
forced to convert to Catholicism

thousands of faithful witnesses of Jehovah.
—Revelation 6:9, 10.

5 We cannot but appreciate the justice of

Jehovah’s approaching execution of Bab-
ylon the Great, the world empire of false
religion, together with its supporters. This
execution is described at Revelation 18:
21,24: “A strong angel lifted up a stone like
a great millstone and hurled it into the sea,
saying: ‘Thus with a swift pitch will Bab-
ylon the great city be hurled down, and she
will never be found again. Yes, in her was
found the blood of prophets and of holy
ones and of all those who have been slaugh-
tered on the earth.””

5. What judgment awaits false religion?
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6In time, all enemies of righteousness,
and those who adhere to them, “must be-
come as stubble.” Jehovah's day will burn
among them like a furnace. “It will not
leave to them either root or bough.” In
that day of accounting, young children, or
boughs, will be dealt with justly accord-
ing to Jehovah's assessment of their roots,
their parents, who have oversight of these
children. Wicked parents will have no pos-
terity to perpetuate their wicked ways. But
those who exercise faith in God’s Kingdom
promises will not be shaken. Hebrews 12:
28, 29 therefore exhorts: “Let us contin-
ue to have undeserved kindness, through
which we may acceptably render God sa-
cred service with godly fear and awe. For
our God is also a consuming fire.”

Is Jehovah a Cruel God?

7Does this mean that Jehovah is a cruel,
vindictive God? Far from it! At 1 John 4:
8, the apostle states a fundamental truth:
“God is love.” Then, in verse 16 he adds em-
phasis, saying: “God is love, and he that re-
mains in love remains in union with God
and God remains in union with him.” It is
because of his love for mankind that Jeho-
vah purposes to cleanse this earth of all
wickedness. Our loving, merciful God de-
clares: “As | am alive, ... | take delight,
not in the death of the wicked one, but in
that someone wicked turns back from his
way and actually keeps living. Turn back,
turn back from your bad ways, for why is
it that you should die?”—Ezekiel 33:11.

8John refers to a-ga'pe, principled love,

6. (@ Who must become as stubble, and why?
(b) What assurance is there for those who fear
Jehovah?

7. How does Jehovah’s love enter into his judg-
ment?

8. How did John emphasize love, yet also show
himself to be a Son of Thunder?
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more often than the other three Gospel
writers combined, yet at Mark 3:17, John
himself is described as a ‘Son of Thunder.’
It was by inspiration from Jehovah that
this Son of Thunder penned the apocalyp-
tic messages of the Bible’s final book, Rev-
elation, which portrays Jehovah as the God
who executes justice. This book is full of
judgmental expressions, such as “the great
winepress of the anger of God,” “the seven
bowls of the anger of God,” and “the wrath
of God the Almighty.”—Revelation 14:19;
16:1; 19:15.

90ur Lord Jesus Christ, who is “the im-
age of the invisible God,” boldly declared
Jehovah'’s judgments while here on earth.
(Colossians 1:15) For example, there are
the seven woes of Matthew chapter 23 that
he forthrightly proclaimed against the re-
ligious hypocrites of his day. He conclud-
ed that condemnatory judgment with these
words: “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the Killer
of the prophets and stoner of those sent
forth to her,—how often | wanted to gather
your children together, the way a hen gath-
ers her chicks together under her wings!
But you people did not want it. Look! Your
house is abandoned to you.” Thirty-seven
years later, judgment was executed by the
Roman army under General Titus. It was a
fearful day, prophetic of what will prove
to be the most fear-inspiring day in all
human experience—Jehovah’s day, soon to
break forth.

“The Sun” Shines Forth
DJehovah makes known that there will
be survivors of his day. He refers to these at
Malachi 4:2, saying: “To you who are in fear

9. What expressions did Jesus make on Jeho-
vah’s judgments, and how were his prophecies
fulfilled?

10. How does “the sun of righteousness” bring
joy to God’s people?



of my name the sun of righteousness will
certainly shine forth, with healing in its
wings.” That sun of righteousness is none
other than Jesus Christ himself. He is the
spiritual “light of the world.” (John 8:12)
How does he shine forth? He rises with
healing in his wings—first spiritual heal-
ing, which we can experience even today,
and then, in the new world to come, phys-
ical curing of people out of all the nations.
(Matthew 4:23; Revelation 22:1, 2) Figura-
tively, as Malachi said, the healed ones will
“go forth and paw the ground like fattened
calves” just released from the stall. What
joy will also be experienced by resurrected
ones who are raised with the prospect of
attaining to human perfection!

11 However, what of the wicked? At Mal-
achi 4:3, we read: “*You people will certain-
ly tread down the wicked ones, for they will
become as powder under the soles of your
feet in the day on which I am acting,’ Je-
hovah of armies has said.” While guard-
ing those loving him, our Warrior-God will
have swept the earth clean of those tyran-
nical enemies, annihilating them. Satan
and his demons will have been restrained.
—Psalm 145:20; Revelation 20:1-3.

2God’s people take no part in destroy-
ing the wicked. How, then, do they “tread
down the wicked ones”? This they do figu-
ratively by sharing in a great victory cele-
bration. Exodus 15:1-21 describes such a
celebration. It followed the destruction of
Pharaoh and his hosts in the Red Sea. In
fulfillment of Isaiah 25:3-9, the removal of
“the tyrannical ones” is to be followed by a
victory banquet linked with God’s promise:
“He will actually swallow up death forever,
and the Sovereign Lord Jehovah will cer-

11, 12. (a) What fate awaits the wicked?

(b) How do God’s people “tread down the wick-

ed ones”?

tainly wipe the tears from all faces. And
the reproach of his people he will take away
from all the earth, for Jehovah himself has
spoken it. And in that day one will certain-
ly say: ‘Look! This is our God. . . . This
is Jehovah. We have hoped in him. Let us
be joyful and rejoice in the salvation by
him.”” There is in this joy, not vindictive-
ness or gloating, but exultation at seeing
Jehovah’s name sanctified and the earth
cleansed for peaceful habitation by a unit-
ed mankind.

A Grand Educational Program

1BAt Malachi 4:4, the Jews were admon-
ished to “remember . . . the law of Mo-
ses.” So today we need to follow “the law
of the Christ,” as mentioned at Galatians
6:2. Armageddon survivors will no doubt be
provided with further instructions based
on this, and these may well be written in
“the scrolls” of Revelation 20:12 that will
be opened at the time of the resurrection.
What a grand day that will be as the res-
urrected dead are educated to follow the
life-style of the “new earth”—Revelation

MUThat will be an extension of the edu-
cational work referred to by Jehovah, as re-
corded at Malachi 4:5: “Look! I am sending
to you people Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and fear-inspiring day
of Jehovah.” Who is that modern-day Eli-
jah? As shown at Matthew 16:27, 28, in re-
ferring to his “coming in his kingdom,” Je-
sus said: “The Son of man is destined to
come in the glory of his Father with his
angels, and then he will recompense each
one according to his behavior.” Six days

13. What education will take place in the “new
earth”?

14, 15. (a) How is the modern-day Elijah identi-
fied? (b) What responsibility does the Elijah
class fulfill?
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later, on a mountain with Peter, James, and
John, “he was transfigured before them,
and his face shone as the sun, and his out-
er garments became brilliant as the light.”
Was he alone in this vision? No, for “look!
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah,
conversing with him.”—Matthew 17:2, 3.

earth with a devoting of it to destruction.”
Thus “Elijah” is identified as the faithful
and discreet slave class of anointed Chris-
tians on earth, to whom the Master, Je-
sus, has entrusted all His belongings. This
includes providing the household of faith
with needed spiritual “food at the proper

5  What could this mean? It pointed totime."—Matthew 24:45, 46.

Jesus as the prophesied Greater Moses at
the time of his coming for judgment. (Deu-
teronomy 18:18,19; Acts 3:19-23) He would
be associated then with a modern-day Eli-
jah in order to accomplish a vital work, that
of preaching this good news of the King-
dom in all the earth before the great and
fear-inspiring day of Jehovah strikes. De-
scribing the work of this “Elijah,” Mala-
chi 4:6 states: “He must turn the heart of
fathers back toward sons, and the heart
of sons back toward fathers; in order that
I may not come and actually strike the

6 Worldwide today, we can see the hap-

py results of that feeding program. The
Watchtower magazine, with a printing of
16,100,000 each issue in 120 languages, 97
of these published simultaneously, is flood-
ing the earth with “this good news of the
kingdom.” (Matthew 24:14) Other publica-
tions in many languages are used in vari-
ous facets of the preaching and teaching
work of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The Elijah
class, the faithful and discreet slave, is

16. What happy results have attended the work
of the Elijah class?



alert to providing bountifully for all “those
conscious of their spiritual need.” (Mat-
thew 5:3) Moreover, those who accept this
Kingdom hope and act upon it are bound
into a marvelous worldwide unity. It em-
braces the great crowd “out of all nations
and tribes and peoples and tongues.” (Rev-
elation 7:9) When this work has been ac-
complished to the extent that Jehovah re-
quires, then the end will come in his great
and fear-inspiring day.

17 Just when will that fear-inspiring day
break upon us? The apostle Paul answers:
“Jehovah’s day is coming exactly as a thief
in the night. Whenever it is that they are
saying [perhaps in a unique way]: ‘Peace
and security!” then sudden destruction is to
be instantly upon them just as the pang of
distress upon a pregnant woman; and they
will by no means escape.”—1 Thessalonians
5:2, 3.

1BWho are “they” in this prophecy? They
are political leaders who claim that they
can build a united new order out of the
fragmented elements of this violent world.
Their grandiose products, the League of
Nations and the United Nations, have failed
in this. As Jehovah’'s prophet foretold,
they are even now “saying, ‘There is peace!
There is peace!” when there is no peace.”
—Jeremiah 6:14; 8:11; 14:13-16.

OIn the meantime, Jehovah'’s people en-
dure the pressures and persecutions of
this godless world. But soon, as stated at
2 Thessalonians 1.7, 8, they will find relief
“at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from
heaven with his powerful angels in a flam-
ing fire, as he brings vengeance upon those

17. When will Jehovah’s fear-inspiring day
break forth?

18, 19. (a) How is “peace and security” de-
clared? (b) When will Jehovah’s people find re-
lief?

who do not know God and those who do not
obey the good news about our Lord Jesus.”
2DHow soon will that be? Many of us have
been waiting a long time. Meanwhile, great
numbers of meek ones who will survive are
answering the call found at Zephaniah 2:
2, 3: “Seek Jehovah . . . Seek righteous-
ness, seek meekness. Probably you may be
concealed in the day of Jehovah's anger.”
Then, Zephaniah 3:8 contains the exhorta-
tion: “‘Therefore keep yourselves in expec-
tation of me,’ is the utterance of Jehovah,
‘till the day of my rising up to the booty,
for my judicial decision is to gather na-
tions, for me to collect together kingdoms,
in order to pour out upon them my denun-
ciation, all my burning anger; for by the
fire of my zeal all the earth will be de-
voured.”” The end is close! Jehovah knows
that day and hour and will not change his
timetable. Let us endure patiently. “For the
vision is yet for the appointed time, and it
keeps panting on to the end, and it will not
tell a lie. Even if it should delay, keep in ex-
pectation of it; for it will without fail come
true. It will not be late.” (Habakkuk 2:3)
Jehovah’s fear-inspiring day hastens ever
closer. Remember, that day will not be late!

20. (&) What do Zephaniah and Habakkuk
prophesy about the day that ‘burns like a fur-
nace’? (b) What counsel and encouragement do
these prophecies give?

By Way of Review:

O How will rulers and the ruled fare in
Jehovah's fear-inspiring day?
O What kind of God is Jehovah?

O What sort of education is described
for God's people?

0O How do God's prophets exhort us in
view of the closeness of the end?
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A Mountain That "Moves"

N THE west of Ireland, the unique coni-

cal shape of Croagh Patrick stands out

from the surrounding mountains. Each
year, on the last Sunday of July, the moun-
taintop appears to be moving when as
many as 30,000 people, young and old alike,
climb to the summit (2,510 feet) on an an-
nual pilgrimage.

On this day, pilgrims ascend and descend
on a pathway that is narrow, rough, and,
in places, precarious. In fact, the final as-
cent (approximately a thousand feet) is ex-
tremely steep and consists almost entirely
of loose rock, thus making the climb haz-
ardous as well as exhausting.

Some will make this climb barefoot, and
a few will even complete some parts on
their knees. In times past, the pilgrimage
began in the dark of night.

Why is Croagh Patrick such an impor-
tant experience for so many?

Long Established
as a Place of Pilgrimage

In the early part of the fifth centu-
ry C.E., the Roman Catholic Church sent
Patrick as a missionary bishop to Ireland.
His main objective was to convert the Irish
to Christianity, and during his years of
preaching and working among the peo-
ple, Patrick is credited with hav-
ing laid the foundation for
the Catholic Church

His work took him to a number of loca-
tions throughout the country. One was the
west of Ireland where, according to some
sources, he spent 40 days and nights on top
of a mountain that came to be named af-
ter him—Croagh Patrick (meaning “Hill of
Patrick™). There he fasted and prayed for
the success of his mission.

Over the years many legends have devel-
oped about his exploits. One of the most fa-
mous is that while on that mountain, Pat-
rick banished all the snakes from Ireland.

Tradition has it that he built a small
church on the summit. Although that
building is long since gone, the original
foundation still exists, and the site as
well as the mountain has been a place of
pilgrimage through the years.

Features of the Pilgrimage
For someone advanced in years or who
is not used to mountain climbing, just to
complete the three-mile uphill trek and de-
scend safely is an accomplishment in itself.



At strategic places along the path, emer-
gency teams stand ready to deal with an
assortment of injuries.

There are three places, or stations, en
route where the pilgrims perform various
penitential exercises. These are fully ex-
plained on a notice board at the start of the
climb.—See box.

Why Do They Climb?

Why do so many make this arduous pil-
grimage? Why do some go to such extremes
when they make the climb?

Well, some believe that by praying dur-
ing the pilgrimage, their petitions for per-
sonal benefit are more likely to be heard.
Others do it in pursuit of forgiveness for
some wrongdoing. For others, this is a way
of saying thanks. Certainly, many go for
the social aspect of it. One authority re-
marked that it was ‘an expression of com-
munity spirit and communal love.’ He also

said that climbing Croagh Patrick “was
their way of following in St. Patrick’s foot-
steps and of recognising the debt they owed
him in faith.” He added that, most impor-
tant, the climb is “a form of penance be-
cause the physical exertion involved is a
real penitential exercise. The slow climb to
the top is a long act of contrition.”

One man stated proudly that he had
made the climb 25 times! He did it, he said,
“to do a bit of penance!” Another man ex-
plained simply, “No pain, no gain!”

Although it is not essential, many climb
the mountain barefoot. Why do that? First,
they consider the ground to be “holy” and
so remove their shoes. Second, it is in keep-
ing with their objective of ‘doing a bit of

Main Features of Pilgrimage — -

Every pilgrim who ascends the mountain on
. Patrick's Day or within the octave, or any
time during the months of June, July, August &
September, & PRAYS IN OR NEAR THE CHAP-
B for the intentions of the Pope may gain a
plenary indulgence on condition of going to
Confession and Holy Communion on the Sum-
mit or within the week.

THE TRADITIONAL STATIONS

There are three "stations" (1) At the base of
the cone or Leacht Benain, (2) On the summit,
(3) Railig Muire, some distance down the Le-
canvey [a town] side of the mountain.

1st Station - LEACHT BENAIN

The pilgrim walks seven times around the mound
of stones saying 7 Our Fathers, 7 Hail Marys
and one Creed

2nd Station - THE SUMMIT
(@) The pilgrim kneels and says 7 Our Fa-
thers, 7 Hail Marys and one Creed
(b) The pilgrim prays near the Chapel for the
Pope's intentions
(c) The pilgrim walks 15 times around the
Chapel saying 15 Our Fathers, 15 Hail
Mary's and one Creed
(d) The pilgrim walks 7 times around Leaba
Phadraig [Patricks' Bed] saying 7 Our Fa-
thers, 7 Hail Marys and one Creed
3rd Station - ROILIG MUIRE
The pilgrim walks 7 times around each mound
of stones saying 7 Our Fathers, 7 Hail Marys
and one Creed at each [there are three mounds]
and finally goes around the whole enclosure of
Roilig Muire 7 times praying.
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penance.’ This also explains why some even
perform the stations on their knees.

Moved to Appreciate the Creator

But what if someone did not share the re-
ligious sentiments of pilgrims who climb
on a special day? With good weather condi-
tions and a strong pair of shoes, the moun-
tain can be climbed at any time. We did not
climb on a day when a moving mass of pil-
grims was making the ascent. During our
frequent pauses to rest, we were able to
reflect on the climb itself and the effect
it has had on so many. Imagining thou-
sands of pilgrims making this strenuous
climb and performing the various peniten-
tial exercises, we felt impelled to wonder,
‘Is this what God requires? Does the ritu-
al of climbing or walking around certain
monuments while reciting prayers repeti-
tiously really draw anyone closer to God?’
What about Jesus’ counsel on repetitious
prayers at Matthew 6:6, 7?

Certainly, we did not climb the moun-
tain to have a religious experience. Still,
we did feel closer to our Creator because
we could appreciate his creation, moun-
tains anywhere being a part of earth’s won-
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ders. From the summit we were able to
enjoy an unhindered view of the beauti-
ful landscape, even seeing where the land
met the Atlantic Ocean. The small islands
shimmering in the bay below us on one side
contrasted vividly with the rugged and bar-
ren mountainous region on the other.

We thought of the three stations. The
words of Jesus himself came to mind, when
he told his true followers: “When praying,
do not say the same things over and over
again, just as the people of the nations do,
for they imagine they will get a hearing for
their use of many words.”—Matthew 6:7.

We realized that the mountain had be-
come part of a tradition that has bound
thousands of people in laborious ritual.
We considered how that contrasted with
the freedom spoken of by the apostle John
when he said: “We observe his [God’s] com-
mandments; and yet his commandments
are not burdensome.”—1 John 5:3.

We enjoyed our outing, including the
climb up Croagh Patrick. It moved us to
look forward to the time when all mankind
will be freed from nonbiblical traditions
and be able to worship earth’s loving Cre-
ator “with spirit and truth.”—John 4:24.



“Selling Salt” in Mozambique

ancisco coana, a member

of the country committee of

Mozambique, spent ten years in
“reeducation camps.” He tells his ex-
perience: “I knew we were going to be
here for some time, so | asked the circuit
overseer if | could continue as a regular
pioneer. But how would I be able to devote
enough time to the public ministry, since
almost everyone in the camps was one of
Jehovah's Witnesses? | said that | would go
out to Milange, a town 29 miles away, to
find people to preach to.

“Although we were not officially allowed
to leave the camp, this rule was not strict-
ly enforced. | can remember going into the
bush, kneeling down, and praying for a way
to preach to the local people. Jehovah soon
answered.

“l contacted a man who owned a bicycle,
and | struck a deal with him. He agreed
that if | cultivated his two acres of land be-
fore the rains came, he would pay my wag-
es with this bicycle. So | spent each morn-
ing cultivating his fields. Jehovah blessed
this arrangement, since | finally obtained
my bicycle.

“The result was that | was able to get to
the large town of Milange and carry on my
pioneering effectively in this fruitful field.
Since our work was under ban, | had to de-
vise a plan to introduce people to the truth.
With books and magazines tucked under
my shirt, 1 took some salt in a bag and
went about the business of selling salt. In-
stead of selling it for 5 meticais, |
charged 15 meticais. (If it was too
cheap, people would buy it all, and
I wouldn’t have any salt to use for

preaching anymore!) My conversations
went something like this:
“‘Good day! I'm selling salt today.’
“‘How much?’

“'Fifteen meticais.’

“*No, no. That is much too expensive!

“Yes, | agree it is expensive. But if you
think it is expensive now, just wait awhile
because it will be much more expensive in
the future. Did you know this was predict-
ed in the Bible?

“‘I've never read that in my Bible.’

“‘Yes, it's there. Bring your Bible, let me
show you.’

“With that a conversation would en-
sue using his Bible, so mine could remain
tucked under my shirt. I would refer to
Revelation chapter 6, concerning critical
conditions and food shortages. If | sensed a
favorable response, |1 would take out The
Truth That Leads to Eternal Life or
Good News to Make You Happy and start
a proper Bible study.

“The result was that | was able to start
a group of 15 interested ones in Milange.
But it was not long before the authorities
caught up with us. One day while I was con-
ducting a Bible study, the police burst in
and arrested us. All of us, including the
small children of the family, were taken to
the local prison. After spending a month
there, all of us were sent back to the camp
again.”

These experiences did not diminish our
brothers’ zeal. On the contrary, Francisco

and his family, along with thousands
of their brothers who were in the
camps, now worship and preach un-
der conditions of freedom in Mo-
zambique.
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DO YOU REMEMBER?

Have you appreciated reading the recent issues of The
Watchtower? Well, see if you can answer the follow-
ing questions:

OWhy did early Christians not celebrate Jesus'
birthday? According to The World Book Encyclope-
diai, "the Early Christians did not celebrate [Jesus']
birth because they considered the celebration of any-
one's birthday to be a pagan custom."— 12/15,
page 4.

O Should prayers be directed to Jesus? No, be-
cause prayers are a form of worship that belongs
exclusively to Almighty God. By addressing all our
prayers to Jehovah God, we indicate that we have
taken to heart Jesus' direction to pray: "Our Father
in the heavens." (Matthew 6:9)— 12/15, page 25.

OWhy was a different judgment rendered for
the serious sin of King David as compared with
the sins of Ananias and Sapphira? (2 Samuel 11:
2-24; 12:1-14; Acts 5:1-11) King David's sin was
due to fleshly weakness. When confronted with what
he had done, he repented, and Jehovah forgave him
— although he had to live with the results of his sin.
Ananias and Sapphira sinned in that they hypocriti-
cally lied, trying to deceive the Christian congregation
and thus to 'play false to the holy spirit and to God.'
(Acts 5:3, 4) That turned out to be evidence of a wick-
ed heart, so they were judged more severely.— 1/1,
pages 27, 28.

OWhat can help us to serve Jehovah with a
joyful heart? We should cultivate a positive and
appreciative view of our blessings and God-given
privileges of service, and we ought never forget
that by following God's Word, we are pleasing him
— 1/15, pages 16, 17.

OWhat two things must we keep in mind if we
are to give effective encouragement? First, think
about what to say so that the encouragement is spe-
cific. Second, look for the opportunity to approach a
person who deserves commendation or who needs to
be built up.— 1/15, page 23.

OWhy do the "great crowd" have "palm
branches in their hands"? (Revelation 7:9) The
waving of palm branches indicates that the "great
crowd" joyfully hail Jehovah's Kingdom and his
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anointed King, Jesus Christ. (See Leviticus 23:39, 40.)
— 2/1, page 17.

OWhat valuable lessons are found in the book
of Job? The book of Job shows us how to handle
problems. It provides striking examples of how some-
one who is facing trials should— and should not— be
counseled. Furthermore, Job's own experience can
help us to react in a balanced way when we find
ourselves buffeted by adverse circumstances.— 2/15,
page 27.

O What do the miracles of Jesus teach us? Jesus'
miracles glorify God, setting a pattern for Christians
to glorify God. (Romans 15:6) They encourage the
doing of good, the showing of generosity, and the
displaying of compassion.— 3/1, page 8.

O What purpose is served by the elders' review-
ing prepared questions with newly dedicated
ones? This confirms that each candidate fully under-
stands the basic teachings of the Bible and is aware
of what is involved in being a Witness of Jehovah.
— 3/1, page 13.

OHow can Biblical prayers benefit us? By look-
ing closely at Scriptural prayers, we can identify
those said in situations similar to our own. Finding,
reading, and meditating on such prayers can help to
enrich our own communication with Jehovah.— 3/15,
pages 3, 4.

OWhat is godly fear? Godly fear is an awe of Je-
hovah, a profound reverence for him, coupled with a
wholesome dread of displeasing him. (Psalm 89:7)
— 3/15, page 10.

O What are three ways in which the Bible shows
that we are precious in God's eyes? The Bible
teaches that each of us has worth in God's eyes (Luke
12:6, 7); it clarifies what Jehovah values in us (Mal-
achi 3:16); and it relates what Jehovah has done
to demonstrate his love for us. (John 3:16)— 4/1,
pages 11, 12, 14.

OWhy is Hebrews 10:24, 25 more than just a
command that Christians meet together? These
words of Paul set a divinely inspired standard for all
Christian meetings— really, for any occasion when
Christians associate together.— 4/1, page 16.



QUESTIONS FROM READERS

Technically speaking, is there a difference
between the Biblical terms "other sheep”
and "great crowd"?

Yes, though we should not be unduly sensitive
about word usage or be upset if someone uses the
terms interchangeably.

Most Christians are familiar with the passages
where we find these terms. John 10:16 is one.
There Jesus said: "I have other sheep, which are
not of this fold; those also | must bring, and they
will listen to my voice, and they will become one
flock, one shepherd.” The other expression, "great
crowd," appears at Revelation 7:9. We read: "Af-
ter these things | saw, and, look! a great crowd,
which no man was able to number, out of all na-
tions and tribes and peoples and tongues, standing
before the throne and before the Lamb, dressed in
white robes; and there were palm branches in their
hands."

Let us consider John 10:16 first. Who are the
sheep? Well, it would be good to fix in mind that
all of Jesus' loyal followers are referred to as
sheep. At Luke 12:32, he called those of his disci-
ples who would be going to heaven the "little
flock." A flock of what? Of sheep. The "sheep" of
the "little flock" will be part of the Kingdom in
heaven. However, there are others, those with a
different hope, whom Jesus also views as sheep.

We can see this in John chapter 10. After speak-
ing about sheep such as his apostles whom he would
call to life in heaven, Jesus added in verse 16: "I
have other sheep, which are not of this fold; those
also | must bring." Jehovah's Witnesses have long
recognized that in this verse Jesus was speaking
of people having the prospect of life on earth.
Many faithful ones in pre-Christian times, such as
Abraham, Sarah, Noah, and Malachi, had such
prospects. So we can rightly include them as part
of the "other sheep" of John 10:16. During the Mil-
lennium, such faithful pre-Christian witnesses will
be resurrected and will then learn of and accept
Christ Jesus, becoming "other sheep" of the Fine
Shepherd.

We also know that since the general call of the
heavenly class ended, millions have become true
Christians. These too are rightly termed "other
sheep," since they are not part of the "little flock."
Rather, the other sheep today look forward to liv-
ing right on into an earthly paradise.

Now, what can be said about the identity of the
"great crowd" mentioned at Revelation 7:9? Well,
look at verse 13 and the question, "Who are they
and where did they come from?" We find the an-
swer at Revelation 7:14: "These are the ones that
come out of the great tribulation." So the "great
crowd" is composed of those who come out of, or
survive, the great tribulation. As verse 17 says,
they will be 'guided to fountains of waters of life’
on earth.

Understandably, though, for these to survive
the approaching great tribulation, they must earli-
er have washed their robes in the blood of the
Lamb, becoming true worshipers. Hence, though
Revelation 7:9 is describing this crowd after the
tribulation, we may apply the term "great crowd"
to all with earthly hopes who are rendering Jehovah
sacred service now, just before the great tribulation
breaks out with the nations' attack on false religion.

In summary, we might remember "other sheep"
as the broader term, encompassing all of God's
servants having the hope of living forever on earth.
It includes the more limited category of sheeplike
ones today who are being gathered as a "great
crowd" with the hope of living right through the
impending great tribulation. Most of those loyal
Christians alive today are of the "other sheep," and
they are part of the "great crowd" as well.

It is worth repeating that, fine as it is to be clear
on these specifics, there is no need for any Christian
to be overly word conscious— what might be called
word critical. Paul warned about some who were
"puffed up with pride" and involved in "debates
about words." (1 Timothy 6:4) If we personally rec-
ognize certain distinctions between terms, fine. Yet,
we need not, either outwardly or inwardly, be crit-
ical of another who may not use Biblical terms quite
as precisely.
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|\Iew World [ ranslation
mpresses a Scholar

CCORDING to classical Greek schol-
A ar Dr. Rijkel ten Kate, Dutch Bible

translations fail to render certain words
accurately. For example, in Luke chapter 2, we
find three different Greek words ( , pai-
di‘on, and pais) employed to describe the suc-
cessive stages of Jesus' growth. Each of these
words has a different shade of meaning. How-
ever, in many Bibles, two or all three of these
words are vaguely rendered “child.” What is
the correct translation?

Dr. ten Kate explains that in verse 12 the
Greek word bre'phos means "a newborn,
or baby.” Pai-di‘on,used in verse 27,
means “litde boy or child,” and pais,
found in verse 43, should be rendered “boy.”
“As far as | know,” wrote Dr. ten Kate in the
March 1993 issue of Bijbel en (Bi-
ble and Science), “not one Dutch translation
has rendered this adequately, that is to say, com-
pletely in harmony with the original text.”

Later, Dr. ten Kate was shown the New
World Translation o fthe Holy Scriptures, which
is available in 12 languages, including Dutch.
His reaction? “lI am very surprised,” he said,
“that there is actually one Dutch Bible in which
the different use of the three Greek words bre'-
phos, pai-di‘on, and pais is rightly taken into ac-
count.” Does the New World Translation trans-
late these verses in harmony with the original
Greek text? “Completely in agreement,” re-
sponds Dr. ten Kate.



