
MA R C H  1, 199 5

s Kingdom



March 1, 1995

THE

|-Tjxru-ijr|

•WATCHTOWER,
A n n o u n c in g  J e h o v a h ’s K in g d o m

Average Printing Each Issue: 16,100,000 Vol. 116, No. 5

THE PURPOSE OF THE WATCHTOWER  is to exalt Jehovah G od as Sovereign Lord o f  the 
universe. It keeps watch on world events as these fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peoples with 
the good  news that G od ’s Kingdom will soon destroy those who oppress their fellowmen and that 
it will turn the earth into a paradise. It encourages faith in G od ’s now-reigning King, Jesus Christ, 
whose shed b lood  opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. The Watchtower, published by 
Jehovah’s Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpolitical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

IN TH IS  ISSUE

3 Jesus' Miracles— History or Myth? 

5 Lessons From the Miracles of Jesus

24 Kingdom Proclaimers Report

25 The Best Thing to Do W ith  My Life

9 Dedicated— To Whom?

14 Living Up to Our Dedication 
"Day After Day"

19 "O ld Testament" or 
"Hebrew Scriptures"— Which?

20 Maimonides— The Man Who  
Redefined Judaism

29 A Theological Dilemma

32 "Like the Days of a Tree"

WATCHTOWER STUDIES

APRIL 10-16: Dedicated— To Whom? Page 9. Songs 
to be used: 13, 196.

APRIL 17-23: Living Up to Our Dedication "Day Af­
ter Day." Page 14. Songs to be used: 152, 191.

Now published in 120 languages.

SEMIMONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL:
Afrikaans, Albanian, Amharic, Arabic, Bengali, Bicol, Bis- 
lama, Bulgarian, Cebuano, Chichewa, Chinese, Chinese 
(Simplified), Cibemba, Croatian, Czech, Danish,** Dutch,* 
Efjk, English** (also Braille), Estonian, Ewe, Fijian, Finn­
ish,** French,** Ga, German,** Greek,* Gujarati, Hiligay- 
non, Hindi, Hiri Motu, Hungarian,* Igbo, llolco, Indonesian, 
Italian,** Japanese* (also Braille), Kannada, Korean,* Lin- 
gala, Macedonian, Malagasy, Malayalam, Marathi, Myan­
mar, Nepali, New Guinea Pidgin, Norwegian, Pangasinan, 
Papiamento, Polish, Portuguese,* Rarotongan, Romanian,* 
Russian, Samar-Leyte, Samoan, Sepedi, Serbian, Sesotho, 
Shona, Sinhalese, Slovak, Slovenian, Spanish,** Swahili, 
Swedish,** Tagalog, Tahitian, Tamil, Telugu, Thai, Tshilu- 
ba, Tsonga, Tswana, Turkish, Twi, Ukrainian, Venda, Viet­
namese, Wallisian, Xhosa, Yoruba, Zulu

MONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: Arme 
nian, Cambodian, Georgian, Greenlandic, Gun, Hausa, He­
brew, Icelandic, Kinyarwanda, Kwanyama/Ndonga, Latvi­
an, Lithuanian, Luganda, Maltese, Marshallese, Moore, 
Niuean, Palauan, Persian, Ponapean, Sango, Silozi, Solo­
mon Islands Pidgin, Sranantongo, Tongan, Trukese, Tuva­
luan, Urdu, Yapese

* Study articles also available in large-print edition.
*  Audiocassettes also available.

©  1995 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylva­
nia. All rights reserved. Milton G. Henschel, President

If you would like to learn about Jehovah's Witnesses or their publications, 
please write to Watch Tower at the appropriate address below.

Am erica, U nited States o f: Wallkill, NY 12589. A u s tra lia : Box 280, Ingleburn, N.S.W. 
2565. Bahamas: Box N-1247, Nassau, N.P. Barbados: Fontabelle Rd., Bridgetown. C an­
ada: Box 4100, Halton Hills (Georgetown), Ontario L7G 4Y4. England: The Ridgeway, London 
NW7 1RP. Germ any: Niederselters, Am Steinfels, D-65618 Selters. G hana: Box 760, Accra. 
Guyana: 50 Brickdam, Georgetown 16. H a w a ii 9 6 8 1 9 : 2055 Kam IV Rd., Honolulu. Hong 
Kong: 4 Kent Road, Kowloon Tong. In d ia : Post Bag 10, Lonavla, Pune Dis., Mah. 410 401. Ire ­
land : 29A Jamestown Road, Finglas, Dublin 11. Jam aica: Box 180, Kingston 10. Ja pa n : 
1271 Nakashinden, Ebina City, Kanagawa Pref., 243-04. Kenya: Box 47788, Nairobi. L ib e ria : 
P.O. Box 10-0380, 1000 Monrovia 10. N ew  Zealand: P.O. Box 142, Manurewa. N ig e ria : 
P.M.B. 1090, Benin City, Edo State. Philipp ines, Republic o f: P.O. Box 2044, 1099 Manila. 
South A frica : Private Bag X2067, Krugersdorp, 1740. Trinidad and Tobago, R epublic o f: 
Lower Rapsey Street & Laxmi Lane, Curepe. Zam bia : Box 33459, Lusaka 10101. Z im ba b w e: 
35 Fife Avenue, Harare.

The Bible translation used is the New World 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures— With 
References, unless otherwise indicated.

Would you welcome more information or 
a free home Bible study? Please send your 
request to Watch Tower, using the appro­
priate address above.

Publication of " The Watchtower” is part of 
a worldwide Bible educational work sup­
ported by voluntary donations.

Changes of address should reach us 30 days be­
fore your moving date. Give us your old and new ad­
dress (if possible, your old address label).

The Watchtower (ISSN 0043-1087) is published 
semimonthly by Watchtower Bible and Tract So­
ciety of New York, Inc., 25 Columbia Heights, 
Brooklyn, NY 11201-2483. Second-class post­
age paid at Brooklyn, NY, and at additional mail­
ing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes 
to Watchtower, Wallkill, NY 12589.

Printed in U.S.A.



Jesus’ M iracles
history or m yth f

FOR millions around the world, the be­
lief that Jesus Christ worked miracles 
is almost as important as belief in 

God himself. The Gospel writ­
ers—Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John—describe some 35 
of Jesus’ miracles. Their ac­
counts suggest, however, that 
he performed many more su­
pernatural feats.—Matthew 
9:35; Luke 9:11.

These miracles were not 
performed for entertainment.
They were intrinsic to Jesus’ claim that 
he was the Son of God, the long-awaited 
Messiah. (John 14:11) Moses had performed 
miraculous signs when he presented him­
self to the enslaved nation of Israel. (Exo­
dus 4:1-9) Logically, the Messiah, the one 
prophesied to be greater than Moses, would 
also have been expected to produce some 
sign of divine backing. (Deuteronomy 18: 
15) The Bible thus calls Jesus “a man pub­
licly shown by God to [the Jews] through 
powerful works and portents and signs.” 
—Acts 2:22.

In times past, people generally accepted 
without question the Bible’s portrayal of 
Jesus as a miracle worker. But in recent de­
cades, the Gospel accounts have come under 
fire from critics. In his book Deceptions 
and Myths of the Bible, Lloyd Graham re­
fers to the Bible account of Jesus walking 
on the water and goes so far as to say: “It 
takes a lot of ignorance to believe this lit­

erally, yet, literally, millions do. And then 
we wonder what’s wrong with our world. 
What better world would you expect of such 

ignorance?”

Impossible?
Such criticisms are not rea­

sonable, however. The World 
Book Encyclopedia defines a 
miracle as “an event that can­
not be explained through the 
known laws of nature.” By that 
definition, a color TV, a cel­

lular phone, or a laptop computer would 
have been considered miracles just a cen­
tury ago! Does it make sense to be dog­
matic and call something impossible simply 
because we cannot explain it according to 
present scientific knowledge?

Another fact to consider: In the orig­
inal Greek language in which the “New 
Testament” was written, the word used for 
“miracle” was dy'na-mis—a word basically 
meaning “power.” It is also rendered “pow­
erful works” or “ability.” (Luke 6:19; 1 Co­
rinthians 12:10; Matthew 25:15) The Bible 
claims that Jesus’ miracles were a manifes­
tation of “the majestic power of God.” (Luke 
9:43) Would such works be impossible for 
an almighty God—One who has an “abun­
dance of dynamic energy”?—Isaiah 40:26.

Evidence of Authenticity
A close examination of the four Gos­

pels yields further evidence o f their

“In the fourth 
watch period o f  

the night he came 
to them, walking 

over the sea. ”
— Matthew 14:25.
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believability. For one thing, these accounts 
are markedly different from fairy tales and 
legends. Consider, for example, the false 
stories that circulated about Jesus in the 
centuries following his death. The apocry­
phal “Gospel of Thomas” relates: “When 
this boy Jesus was five years old . . . , he 
went through the village, and a lad ran and 
knocked against his shoulder. Jesus was ex­
asperated and said to him: ‘You shall not go 
further on your way’, and the child imme­
diately fell down and died.” It is not hard to 
see this story for what it is—a contrived 
piece of fiction. Furthermore, the capri­
cious, mean-spirited child portrayed here 
bears no resemblance to the Jesus of the Bi­
ble.—Contrast Luke 2:51, 52.

Now consider the authentic Gospel ac­
counts. They are free of exaggeration and 
fictitious overtones. Jesus performed mira­
cles in response to genuine need, not to sat­
isfy mere caprice. (Mark 10:46-52) Never 
did Jesus use his powers to benefit himself. 
(Matthew 4:2-4) And he never used them to 
show off. In fact, when curious King Her­
od wanted Jesus to perform a miraculous 
“sign” for him, Jesus “made him no an­
swer.”—Luke 23:8, 9.

Jesus’ miracles also stand in stark con­
trast to the work of professional illusion­
ists, magicians, and faith healers. His pow­
erful works always glorified God. (John 9:3; 
11:1-4) His miracles were free of emotion­
al rituals, magic incantations, showy dis­
plays, trickery, and hypnotism. When Jesus 
encountered a blind beggar named Barti- 
maeus who cried, “Rabboni, let me recov­
er sight,” Jesus simply said to him: “ ‘Go, 
your faith has made you well.’ And immedi­
ately he recovered sight.”—Mark 10:46-52.

The Gospel records show that Jesus per­
formed his powerful works without props,

specially planned staging, or trick lighting. 
They were performed out in the open, often 
in front of numerous eyewitnesses. (Mark 
5:24-29; Luke 7:11-15) Unlike attempts by 
modern faith healers, his efforts to heal 
never failed because some ailing one sup­
posedly lacked faith. Says Matthew 8:16: 
“He cured all who were faring badly.”

In his book “Many Infallible Proofs:” 
The Evidences of Christianity, Scholar 
Arthur Pierson says of Christ’s miracles: 
“Their number, the instantaneous and com­
plete character of the cures he wrought, and 
the absence of one failure in the attempt 
even to raise the dead, put infinite distance 
between these miracles and the pretended 
wonders of this or any other age.”

Secular Corroboration
Pierson offers yet another ar gument that 

backs the Gospel accounts when he says: 
“No confirmation of the miracles of scrip­
ture is more remarkable than the silence 
of enemies.” Jewish leaders had more than 
ample motive for wanting to discredit Je­
sus, but his miracles were so well-known 
that opponents dared not deny them. All 
they could do was attribute such feats to de­
monic powers. (Matthew 12:22-24) Centu­
ries after Jesus’ death, the writers of the 
Jewish Talmud continued to credit Jesus 
with miraculous powers. According to the 
book Jewish Expressions on Jesus, they 
dismissed him as being one who “followed 
the practices of magic.” Would such a com­
ment have been made if it was even re­
motely possible to dismiss Jesus’ miracles 
as mere myth?

Further proof comes from fourth-century 
church historian Eusebius. In his book The 
History of the Church From Christ to 
Constantine, he quotes a certain Quadratus 
who sent a letter to the emperor in defense
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of Christianity. Quadratus wrote: “Our Sav­
iour’s works were always there to see, for 
they were true—the people who had been 
cured and those raised from the dead, who 
had not merely been seen at the moment 
when they were cured or raised, but were 
always there to see, not only when the Sav­
iour was among us, but for a long time af­
ter His departure; in fact some of them sur­
vived right up to my own time.” Scholar 
William Barclay observed: “Quadratus is 
saying that until his own day men on whom 
miracles had been worked could actually be 
produced. If that was untrue nothing would 
have been easier than for the Roman gov­
ernment to brand it as a lie.”

Belief in the miracles of Jesus is reason­

able, rational, and fully in harmony with 
the evidence. Nevertheless, Jesus’ miracles 
are not dead history. Hebrews 13:8 reminds 
us: “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and 
today, and forever.” Yes, he is alive in the 
heavens today, able to use miraculous pow­
ers in a far grander way than he did when 
on earth as a human. Furthermore, the 
Gospel accounts of his miracles (1) teach 
Christians practical lessons today, (2) re­
veal fascinating aspects of Jesus’ personal­
ity, and (3) point to a time in the near fu­
ture when even more spectacular events 
will take place!

The next article will focus on three well- 
known Bible accounts to illustrate these 
points.

Lessons From  the 
M iracles o f  Jesus

“n:”OW on the third day a mar­
riage feast took place in Cana 
of Galilee . . . Jesus and his 

disciples were also invited to the marriage 
feast. When the wine ran short the mother 
of Jesus said to him: ‘They have no wine.’ ” 
This incident set the stage for Jesus’ first 
miracle.—John 2:1-3.

Was not such a problem too insignificant, 
too trivial, to bring to the attention of Je­
sus? Explains one Bible scholar: “Hospital­
ity in the East was a sacred duty . . . Real 
hospitality, especially at a wedding feast, 
demanded a superabundance. If the sup­
plies had [run out] at a wedding feast, the

family and the young couple would never 
have lived down the shame.”

Jesus therefore took action. He observed 
“six stone water jars sitting there as re­
quired by the purification rules of the Jews.” 
Ritual washing before meals was customary 
among the Jews, and a good deal of water 
had been required to serve the needs of 
those present. “Fill the water jars with wa­
ter,” Jesus ordered those serving the guests. 
Jesus was not “the director of the feast,” but 
he spoke directly and authoritatively. Says 
the account: “When, now, the director of the 
feast tasted the water, [it] had been turned 
into wine.”—John 2:6-9; Mark 7:3.
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It may seem odd that something as com­
monplace as a wedding would be the set­
ting for Jesus’ first miracle, but the inci­
dent reveals much about Jesus. He was a 
single man, and on subsequent occasions 
he discussed the advantages of singleness 
with his disciples. (Matthew 19:12) How­
ever, his presence at a wedding feast re­
vealed that he was far from being anti­
marriage. He was balanced, supportive of 
the marriage arrangement; he viewed it as 
something honorable in the eyes of God. 
—Compare Hebrews 13:4.

Jesus was not the dour ascetic that church 
artists later made him out to be. He clearly 
enjoyed being around people and was not 
averse to socializing. (Compare Luke 5:29.) 
His actions thus set a precedent for his fol­
lowers. Jesus personally demonstrated that 
they were not to be unnecessarily solemn or 
glum—as if righteousness meant joyless­
ness. On the contrary, Christians were later 
commanded: “Always rejoice in the Lord.” 
(Philippians 4:4) Christians today exercise 
care to keep recreation within reasonable 
bounds. They find their joy in God’s service, 
but following Jesus’ example, they occasion­
ally find time to enjoy one another’s compa­
ny in a social setting.

Observe also the tenderness of Jesus’ 
emotions. He was under no obligation to 
perform a miracle. There was no prophe­
cy in this regard that had to be fulfilled. 
Evidently, Jesus was simply moved by his 
mother’s concern and the plight of the cou­
ple getting married. He cared about their 
feelings and wished to spare them embar­
rassment. Does that not build your confi­
dence that Christ has a real interest in you 
—even in your mundane problems?—Com­
pare Hebrews 4:14-16.

Since each jar was “able to hold two 
or three liquid measures” of water, Jesus’ 
miracle involved a great volume of wine

—perhaps 390 liters (105 gallons)! (John 
2:6) Why such a huge quantity? Jesus was 
not promoting drunkenness, something God 
condemns. (Ephesians 5:18) Rather, he was 
demonstrating godlike generosity. Since 
wine was a common beverage, any surplus 
could be used on other occasions.—Compare 
Matthew 14:14-20; 15:32-37.

Early Christians imitated Jesus’ example 
of generosity. (Compare Acts 4:34, 35.) And 
Jehovah’s people today are likewise encour­
aged to “practice giving.” (Luke 6:38) How­
ever, Jesus’ first miracle also has prophet­
ic import. It points to a future time when 
God will generously provide “a banquet of 
well-oiled dishes, a banquet of wine kept on 
the dregs,” completely eliminating hunger. 
—Isaiah 25:6.

What, though, of the many miracles Je­
sus performed that involved physical heal­
ing? What can we learn from them?

Doing Good on the Sabbath
“Get up, pick up your cot and walk.” Je­

sus spoke these words to a man who had 
been sick for 38 years. The Gospel account 
continues: “With that the man immediate­
ly became sound in health, and he picked up 
his cot and began to walk.” Surprisingly, not 
all were pleased by this turn of events. Says 
the account: “The Jews went persecuting 
Jesus, because he was doing these things 
during Sabbath.”—John 5:1-9,16.

The Sabbath was intended to be a day 
of rest and rejoicing for all. (Exodus 20: 
8-11) By Jesus’ day, though, it had be­
come a maze of oppressive, man-made rules. 
Scholar Alfred Edersheim wrote that in the 
lengthy Sabbath-law sections of the Tal­
mud, “matters are seriously discussed as of 
vital religious importance, which one could 
scarcely imagine a sane intellect would se­
riously entertain.” ( The and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah) The rabbis attached
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life-and-death importance to frivolous, ar­
bitrary rules that regulated virtually every 
aspect of a Jew’s life—often with cold­
blooded disregard for human feeling. One 
Sabbath rule decreed: “If 
a building fell down upon 
a man and there is doubt 
whether he is there or 
not, or whether he is alive 
or dead, or whether he 
is a gentile or an Israel­
ite, they may clear away 
the ruin from above him.
If they find him alive 
they may clear it away 
still more from  above 
him; but if [he is] dead, 
they leave him.”—Trac­
tate Yoma 8:7, The Mish- 
nah, translated by Her­
bert Danby.

How did Jesus view 
such legalistic hairsplitting? When criti­
cized for healing on the Sabbath, he said: 
“My Father has kept working until now, and 
I keep working.” (John 5:17) Jesus was not 
performing secular work in order to enrich 
himself. Rather, he was doing the will of 
God. Just as the Levites were allowed to 
continue their sacred service on the Sab­
bath, Jesus could rightfully carry out his 
God-assigned duties as the Messiah without 
violating God’s Law.—Matthew 12:5.

Jesus’ Sabbath-day cures also exposed 
the Jewish scribes and Pharisees as being 
“righteous overmuch”—rigid and unbal­
anced in their thinking. (Ecclesiastes 7:16) 
Certainly, it was not God’s will that good 
works be restricted to certain days of the 
week; nor did God intend the Sabbath to be 
an empty exercise in rule following. Jesus 
said at Mark 2:27: “The sabbath came into 
existence for the sake of man, and not man

for the sake of the sabbath.” Jesus loved peo­
ple, not arbitrary rules.

Christians today thus do well not to 
be overly rigid or rule oriented in their 

thinking. Those in au­
thority in the congrega­
tion refrain from burden­
ing others with excessive 
man-made rules and poli­
cies. Jesus’ example also 
encourages us to look 
for opportunities to do 
good. For instance, nev­
er would a Christian rea­
son that he will share Bi­
ble truths only when he is 
formally engaged in the 
house-to-house ministry 
or when he is on the pub­
lic platform. The Chris­
tian, says the apostle Pe­
ter, should be “always 

ready to make a defense before everyone 
that demands of you a reason for the hope 
in you.” (1 Peter 3:15) The doing of good has 
no time restrictions.

A Lesson in Compassion
Another outstanding miracle is recorded 

at Luke 7:11-17. According to the account, 
Jesus “traveled to a city called Nain, and his 
disciples and a great crowd were traveling 
with him.” To this day, burial sites can be 
seen to the southeast of the modern Arab 
village of Nein. “As he got near the gate 
of the city,” he encountered a noisy scene. 
“Why, look! there was a dead man being car­
ried out, the only-begotten son of his moth­
er. Besides, she was a widow. A consider­
able crowd from the city was also with her.” 
H. B. Tristram noted that “the mode of con­
ducting a burial has not changed” from an­
cient times, adding: “I have seen the women
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preceding the bier, led by the professional 
mourning women. They fling up their arms, 
tear their hair, with the wildest gesticula­
tions of grief, and shriek forth the name of 
the deceased.”—Eastern Customs in Bible 
Lands.

In the midst of such noisy chaos walked 
a grieving widow whose very visage must 
have been pain itself. Having already lost a 
husband, she viewed her son as, in the words 
of author Herbert Lockyer, “the staff of her 
age, and the comfort of her loneliness—the 
support and pillar of the home. In the loss 
of her only son, the last remaining prop 
had been swept away.” {All the Miracles of 
the Bible) Jesus’ reaction? In Luke’s elo­
quent words, “when the Lord caught sight 
of her, he was moved with pity for her, 
and he said to her: ‘Stop weeping.’ ” The ex­
pression “moved with pity” is drawn from 
a Greek word that literally means “intes­
tines.” It means “to be moved as to one’s in­
wards.” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of 
Old and New Testament Words) Yes, Jesus 
was moved to the depth of his very being.

Jesus’ own mother was likely a widow at 
this time, so he probably knew the pain of 
bereavement in losing his adoptive father, 
Joseph. (Compare John 19:25-27.) The wid­
ow did not have to implore Jesus. Spon­
taneously, “he approached and touched the 
bier,” in spite of the fact that under the Mo­
saic Law touching a corpse made one un­
clean. (Numbers 19:11) Through his mirac­
ulous powers, Jesus could remove the very 
source of uncleanness! “He said: ‘Young 
man, I say to you, Get up!’ And the dead man 
sat up and started to speak, and he gave him 
to his mother.”

What a stirring lesson in compassion! 
Christians are not to imitate the loveless, 
cold attitudes manifest during these “last 
days.” (2 Timothy 3:1-5) On the contrary, 
1 Peter 3:8 exhorts: “Finally, all of you be

like-minded, showing fellow feeling, hav­
ing brotherly affection, tenderly compas­
sionate.” When an acquaintance experienc­
es a death or a serious illness, we cannot 
perform a resurrection or heal the sick one. 
But we can offer practical aid and comfort, 
perhaps simply by being there and weeping 
with them.—Romans 12:15.

This dramatic resurrection performed by 
Jesus also points to the future—a time 
when “all those in the memorial tombs will 
hear his voice and come out”! (John 5:28,29) 
Earth wide, bereaved ones will personally 
experience Jesus’ compassion when depart­
ed mothers, fathers, children, and friends 
return from the grave!

The Lessons of the Miracles
Clearly, then, the miracles of Jesus were 

more than thrilling displays of power. They 
glorified God, setting a pattern for Chris­
tians who are urged to ‘glorify God.’ (Ro­
mans 15:6) They encouraged the doing of 
good, the showing of generosity, the dis­
playing of compassion. More important, 
they served as a preview of the powerful 
works to be performed during Christ’s Mil­
lennial Reign.

While on earth, Jesus performed his 
powerful works within a relatively small 
geographic area. (Matthew 15:24) As glori­
fied King, his jurisdiction will extend earth 
wide! (Psalm 72:8) Back then, those who re­
ceived his miraculous cures and resurrec­
tions eventually died. Under his heavenly 
kingship, sin and death will be removed en­
tirely, opening the way for everlasting life. 
(Romans 6:23; Revelation 21:3, 4) Yes, Je­
sus’ miracles point the way to a glorious fu­
ture. Jehovah’s Witnesses have helped mil­
lions to develop a real hope of being a part 
of it. Until that time comes, what a marvel­
ous foretaste of what will soon take place is 
provided by the miracles of Jesus Christ!
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D e d ic a t e d —t o  w h o m ?
“A ll that Jehovah has spoken we are willing to do and be obedient. ”

— EXODUS 24:7.

IN February 1945, the Zero-fighter pi­
lots of Japan’s Yatabe Flying Corps were 
gathered in an auditorium. Each was 

handed a piece of paper on which to write 
whether he would volunteer to be a member 
of the kamikaze attack force. “I thought 
it was my calling to sacrifice myself at a 
time of national crisis,” says an officer who 
was present at that time. “Emotionally com­
pelled to make myself available, I offered 
myself for the commission.” He was trained 
to operate and pilot an Ohka (a suicide rock­
et plane) and crash it into an enemy war­
ship. However, the war ended before he had 
an opportunity to do so and thus to die for 
his country and his emperor. When Japan 
lost the war, his faith in the emperor was 
shattered.

2 At one time, many in Japan were de­
voted to the emperor, whom they believed 
to be a living god. In other lands, there 
have been and still are other objects of de­
votion. Millions are devoted to Mary, Bud­
dha, or other divinities—often represent­
ed by idols. Swayed by sensational oratory, 
some pour their hard-earned money into the 
pockets of TV evangelists in wholehearted 
support that amounts to devotion. After the 
war, disappointed Japanese sought a new 
object to which they could dedicate their 
lives. For some, work became that object. 
East or West, many dedicate themselves 
to the accumulating of riches. Young peo-

1, 2. (a) To what are some people devoted? (b) Is 
dedication limited to those with religious affilia­
tions?

pie center their lives on musicians, whose 
life-styles they imitate. A large number to­
day have become worshipers of self, making 
their own desires the object of their devo­
tion. (Philippians 3:19; 2 Timothy 3:2) But 
are such things or people really worth a per­
son’s whole-souled devotion?

3 When faced with reality, idol worship­
ers often become disillusioned. Devotion to 
idols results in frustration when the wor­
shipers realize that their idols are no more 
than “the work of the hands of earthling 
man.” (Psalm 115:4) When scandals involv­
ing prominent evangelists are exposed, sin­
cere people feel let down. When the “bub­
ble” economy burst, workers experienced 
mental disorders as they found themselves 
on the list of those being laid off. Recent 
recessions delivered a severe blow to wor­
shipers of Mammon. Debts incurred in the 
hope of making a lot of money became a 
burden with little prospect of being paid 
off. (Matthew 6:24, footnote) When idolized 
rock stars and other entertainers die or fade 
away, their worshipers are left abandoned. 
And those who have walked in a path of 
self-gratification often reap bitter fruitage. 
—Galatians 6:7.

4 What moves people to dedicate them­
selves to such futility? To a great extent, it is 
the spirit of the world under Satan the Dev­
il. (Ephesians 2:2, 3) The influence of this

3. How have some objects of devotion proved 
worthless?
4. What moves people to dedicate their lives to 
worthless things?
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spirit is seen in various ways. 
An individual may be controlled 
by fam ily tradition  that has 
been passed down from his ances­
tors. Education and upbringing 
may strongly influence thinking. 
The atmosphere of the workplace 
may push “corporate warriors” 
to workaholism that may be life- 
threatening. A desire for more is 
engendered by the materialistic 
attitude of the world. The hearts 
of many are corrupted, moving 
them to devote themselves to 
their own selfish desires. They fail 
to examine whether these pur­
suits deserve such devotion.

Israel in S ina i dedicates itse lf to Jehovah

that the Israelites’ forefathers had never 
known.—Exodus 6:2, 3.

7 The Israelites witnessed the affliction of 
the land of Egypt and its people by the 
Ten Plagues. (Psalm 78:44-51) Then, possi­
bly more than three million of them, in­
cluding women and children, packed up and 
moved out of the land of Goshen in one 
night, which in itself was a remarkable feat. 
(Exodus 12:37, 38) Next, at the Red Sea, Je­
hovah disclosed himself as “a manly person 
of war” when he saved his people from Pha-

7, 8. What evidences did the Israelites have that 
Jehovah was a God worthy of their devotion?

A Dedicated Nation
5 Over 3,500 years ago, one na­

tion of people found a far wor­
thier object of devotion. They 
dedicated themselves to the sov­
ereign God, Jehovah. As a group, 
the nation of Israel declared its 
dedication to God in the wilder­
ness of Sinai.

6 What moved the Israelites to 
act in this way? When they were in slavery 
in Egypt, Jehovah commissioned Moses to 
lead them to freedom. Moses asked how he 
should identify the God who had sent him, 
and God revealed himself as “I shall prove 
to be what I shall prove to be.” He directed 
Moses to say to the sons of Israel: “I shall 
prove to be has sent me to you.” (Exodus 3: 
13,14) This expression indicated that Jeho­
vah becomes whatever is needed in order to 
accomplish his purposes. He would reveal 
himself as the Fulfiller of promises in a way

5. What dedication to Jehovah was made over 
3,500 years ago?
6. What was to be the significance of God’s 
name to the Israelites?
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raoh’s military forces by dividing the sea 
to let the Israelites pass and later by clos­
ing it to drown the pursuing Egyptians. As 
a result, “Israel also got to see the great 
hand that Jehovah put in action against the 
Egyptians; and the people began to fear Je­
hovah and to put faith in Jehovah.”—Exo­
dus 14:31; 15:3; Psalm 136:10-15.

8 As though still lacking evidence for 
what God’s name means, the Israelites mur­
mured against Jehovah and his representa­
tive Moses about shortages of food and wa­
ter. Jehovah sent quail, rained down manna, 
and caused water to gush out of a rock at 
Meribah. (Exodus 16:2-5, 12-15, 31; 17:2-7) 
Jehovah also rescued the Israelites from the 
Amalekites’ attack. (Exodus 17:8-13) In no 
way could the Israelites deny what Jehovah 
later declared to Moses: “Jehovah, Jehovah, 
a God merciful and gracious, slow to an­
ger and abundant in loving-kindness and 
truth, preserving loving-kindness for thou­
sands, pardoning error and transgression 
and sin.” (Exodus 34:6, 7) Indeed, Jehovah 
proved himself to be a worthy object of their 
devotion.

9 Although Jehovah had the right to own­
ership of the Israelites because he had re­
deemed them out of Egypt, he, as the kind 
and merciful God, gave them the opportu­
nity voluntarily to express their desire to 
serve him. (Deuteronomy 7:7, 8; 30:15-20) 
He also set out the conditions for the cove­
nant between him and the Israelites. (Exo­
dus 19:3-8; 20:1-23:33) When these condi­
tions were related by Moses, the Israelites 
declared: “All that Jehovah has spoken we 
are willing to do and be obedient.” (Exodus 
24:3-7) Of their own free will, they became 
a nation dedicated to the Sovereign Lord Je­
hovah.

9. Why did Jehovah give the Israelites the op­
portunity to express their dedication to serve 
him, and how did they respond?

Appreciation Leads to Dedication
10 Jehovah, the Creator, continues to be 

worthy of our whole-souled devotion. (Mal- 
achi 3:6; Matthew 22:37; Revelation 4:11) 
However, our dedication should not be based 
on credulity, fleeting emotions, or coercion 
from others—even parents. It must be based 
on an accurate knowledge of truth about Je­
hovah and an appreciation for what Jehovah 
has done for us. (Romans 10:2; Colossians 1:
9. 10; 1 Timothy 2:4) Just as Jehovah gave 
the Israelites the opportunity voluntarily to 
express their dedication, so he gives us a 
chance voluntarily to dedicate ourselves and 
to make that dedication public.— 1 Peter 
3:21.

11 Through a study of the Bible, we come 
to know God as a person. His Word helps us 
to discern his qualities as reflected in cre­
ation. (Psalm 19:1-4) We can see from his 
Word that he is not a mysterious Trinity 
who cannot be understood. He does not lose 
wars and thus does not have to renounce his 
Godship. (Exodus 15:11; 1 Corinthians 8: 
5, 6; Revelation 11:17, 18) Because he has 
fulfilled his promises, we are reminded of 
what his beautiful name, Jehovah, stands 
for. He is the Grand Purposer. (Genesis 2:4, 
footnote; Psalm 83:18; Isaiah 46:9-11) By 
studying the Bible, we come to understand 
clearly how faithful and trustworthy he is. 
—Deuteronomy 7:9; Psalm 19:7, 9; 111:7.

12 What especially attracts us to Jehovah 
is his loving personality. The Bible demon­
strates how loving, forgiving, and merci­
ful he is in dealing with humans. Think of 
how he prospered Job after Job faithfully

10. On what should our dedication to Jehovah be 
based?
11. What has our study of the Bible revealed 
about Jehovah?
12. (a) What attracts us to Jehovah? (b) How do 
real-life experiences recorded in the Bible move 
one to want to serve Jehovah? (c) How do you feel 
about serving Jehovah?
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kept his integrity. Job’s experience high­
lights that “Jehovah is very tender in af­
fection and merciful.” (James 5:11; Job 42: 
12-17) Think of how Jehovah dealt with Da­
vid when he committed adultery and mur­
der. Yes, Jehovah is ready to forgive even se­
rious sins when the sinner approaches him 
with “a heart broken and crushed.” (Psalm 
51:3-11,17) Think of the way Jehovah dealt 
with Saul of Tarsus, who was at first a de­
termined persecutor of God’s people. These 
examples highlight God’s mercy and gener­
ous willingness to use repentant ones. (1 Co­
rinthians 15:9; 1 Timothy 1:15,16) Paul felt 
that he could stake his very life on serving 
this loving God. (Romans 14:8) Do you feel 
the same way?

13 For the Israelites, Jehovah provided sal­
vation from bondage in Egypt, and he has 
prepared a means to save us from bondage 
to sin and death—the ransom sacrifice of Je­
sus Christ. (John 3:16) Paul says: “God rec­
ommends his own love to us in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Ro­
mans 5:8) This loving arrangement compels 
righthearted ones to dedicate themselves to 
Jehovah through Jesus Christ. “For the love 
the Christ has compels us, because this is 
what we have judged, that one man died for 
all; so, then, all had died; and he died for all 
that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died for them 
and was raised up.”—2 Corinthians 5:14,15; 
Romans 8:35-39.

14 Still, having knowledge of Jehovah’s 
personality and his dealings with mankind 
is not enough. Personal appreciation for Je­
hovah must be cultivated. How can that be 
done? By applying the Word of God in our

13. What great expression of love on the part of 
Jehovah compels righthearted ones to dedicate 
themselves to him?
14. Is the mere knowledge of Jehovah’s dealings 
enough to move us to dedicate our lives to him? 
Explain.

lives and seeing for ourselves that the prin­
ciples found in it really work. (Isaiah 48:17) 
We have to feel that Jehovah has saved us 
from the mire of this wicked world under 
Satan’s rule. (Compare 1 Corinthians 6:11.) 
In our struggle to do what is right, we learn 
to rely on Jehovah, and we experience for 
ourselves that Jehovah is the living God, the 
“Hearer of prayer.” (Psalm 62:8; 65:2) Soon 
we feel very close to him and are able to 
confide our innermost feelings to him. The 
warm feeling of love for Jehovah grows in 
us. This will no doubt lead us to dedicate our 
lives to him.

15 Many have come to know this loving 
God, Jehovah, and have dedicated their lives 
to serving him. Take for example an electri­
cian who had a thriving business. There 
were times when he would start working 
in the morning and work through the day 
and on into the night, coming home at five 
o’clock the next morning. After resting for 
about an hour, he would go out to the next 
job. “I was dedicated to my work,” he recalls. 
When his wife started to study the Bible, he 
joined her. He says: “All the gods I had 
known up until that time were just waiting 
to be served, doing nothing to benefit us. 
But Jehovah took the initiative and sent his 
only-begotten Son to earth at great person­
al sacrifice.” (1 John 4:10, 19) Within ten 
months, this man was dedicated to Jehovah. 
After that, he concentrated on serving the 
living God. He took up the full-time minis­
try and moved to serve where the need was 
greater. He, like the apostles, ‘left all things 
and followed Jesus.’ (Matthew 19:27) After 
two months, he and his wife were called to 
serve at the branch of the Watch Tower Bi­
ble and Tract Society in the country where 
they lived, so that he could help with elec­
trical work. For over 20 years, he has been

15. What motivated one man, formerly dedicat­
ed to work, to serve Jehovah?
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working at the branch, doing the work he 
loves—not for himself but for Jehovah.

Make Your Dedication Public
16 After studying the Bible for a while, 

young and old alike will come to appreciate 
Jehovah and what he has done for them. 
This should move them to give of themselves 
to God. You may be one of these. How can 
you dedicate yourself to Jehovah? After tak­
ing in accurate knowledge from the Bible, 
you should act on that knowledge and exer­
cise faith in Jehovah and Jesus Christ. (John 
17:3) Repent and turn around from any past 
sinful course. (Acts 3:19) Then you will come 
to the step of dedication, expressing it in sol­
emn words of prayer to Jehovah. This prayer 
no doubt will leave a lasting impression on 
your mind, for it will be the starting point 
of a new relationship with Jehovah.

17 Just as Moses explained to the Israelites 
the conditions for entering a covenant rela­
tionship with Jehovah, elders in the congre­
gations of Jehovah’s Witnesses help those 
who have recently made a dedication to ex­
amine just what is involved. They use pre­
pared questions to confirm that each one ful­
ly understands the basic teachings of the 
Bible and is aware of what is involved in be­
ing a Witness of Jehovah. Then, a ceremony 
to make the dedication public is most appro­
priate. Naturally, a newly dedicated one is 
eager to let others know that he has come 
into this privileged relationship with Jeho­
vah. (Compare Jeremiah 9:24.) This is prop­
erly done by undergoing water baptism in 
symbol of dedication. Being immersed in 
water and then being raised up symboliz­
es that he dies to his former self-seeking

16. What are some steps one would take in mak­
ing a dedication to Jehovah?
17. (a) Why do the elders review prepared ques­
tions with newly dedicated ones? (b) What im­
portant step should be taken soon after one’s 
dedication, and for what purpose?

course of life and is raised to a new way of 
life, that of doing God’s will. It is not a sac­
rament, nor is it a ritual like the Shinto rite 
of misogi in which a person is supposed to 
be cleansed by water.* Rather, baptism is 
the public declaration of a dedication that 
has already been made in prayer.

18 This solemn occasion is an unforget­
table experience, reminding the new ser­
vant of God of the lasting relationship he 
now has with Jehovah. Unlike the dedica­
tion that the kamikaze pilot made to his 
country and emperor, this dedication to Je­
hovah will not be in vain, for he is the eter­
nal almighty God who accomplishes all that 
he sets out to do. He, and he alone, is wor­
thy of our whole-souled devotion.—Isaiah 
55:9-11.

19 However, more is involved in dedica­
tion. For example, how does dedication af­
fect our day-to-day life? This will be dis­
cussed in the next article.

* See Mankind's Search for God, published by 
the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New 
York, Inc., pages 194-5.

18. Why can we be confident that our dedication 
will not be in vain?
19. What will be discussed in the next article?

Do You Recall?
□  W hy has dedication as seen in the 

world ended in disappointment?

□  What moved the Israelites to dedi­
cate themselves to Jehovah?

□  W hat moves us to dedicate our­
selves to Jehovah today?

□  How do we dedicate ourselves to 
God?

□  W hat is the significance of water 
baptism?
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L iv in g  u p t o
OUR DEDICATION 
“DAY AFTER DAY”

“I f  anyone wants to come after me, let him disown himself and pick up his 
torture stake day after day and follow me continually. LUKE 9:23.

£ £ " \ T 7 "  TERE we truly men of dedi- 
\ X /  cation?” The answer to this 
V V question, according to John 

F. Kennedy, the 35th President of the Unit­
ed States, is a factor in measuring the suc­
cess of those in public office. The question 
could serve with deeper significance as a 
test for our success as Christian ministers.

2 What, though, is dedication? Webster’s 
Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary defines 
it as “an act or rite of dedicating to a divine 
being or to a sacred use,” “a devoting or set­
ting aside for a particular purpose,” “self- 
sacrificing devotion.” John F. Kennedy was 
apparently using the word to mean “self- 
sacrificing devotion.” For a Christian, dedi­
cation means much more.

3 Jesus Christ told his disciples: “If any­
one wants to come after me, let him disown 
himself and pick up his torture stake and 
continually follow me.” (Matthew 16:24) Be­
ing set apart for divine use does not sim­
ply involve performing an act of worship on 
Sunday or when visiting some place of wor­
ship. It involves one’s whole life-style. To be 
a Christian means to disown oneself or to 
deny oneself while serving the God whom

1. What is one way we can measure our success 
as Christians?
2. How does a dictionary define the word “dedi­
cation”?
3. What is Christian dedication?

Jesus Christ served, Jehovah. In addition, a 
Christian picks up his “torture stake” by 
bearing up under any suffering that may be 
incurred for being a follower of Christ.

The Perfect Example
4 While on earth, Jesus demonstrated 

what dedicating oneself to Jehovah involves. 
His sentiments were: “Sacrifice and offering 
you did not want, but you prepared a body 
for me.” Then he added: “Look! I am come (in 
the roll of the book it is written about me) 
to do your will, 0  God.” (Hebrews 10:5-7) As 
a member of a dedicated nation, he was ded­
icated to Jehovah at birth. Still, at the com­
mencement of his earthly ministry, he of­
fered himself for baptism as a symbol of the 
presentation of himself to do Jehovah’s will, 
which for him would include offering his life 
as a ransom sacrifice. He thus set an exam­
ple for Christians to do whatever it is that 
Jehovah wills.

5 After his baptism Jesus followed a life 
course that ultimately led to a sacrificial 
death. He was not interested in making 
money or in living a life of ease Rather, his 
life revolved around his ministry. He ad­
monished his disciples to “keep on . . .  seek­
ing first the kingdom and his righteous-

4. For what did Jesus’ baptism stand?
5. How did Jesus demonstrate an exemplary 
view of material things?
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ness,” and he himself lived up to these 
words. (Matthew 6:33) Why, once he even 
said: “Foxes have dens and birds of heaven 
have roosts, but the Son of man has nowhere 
to lay down his head.” (Matthew 8:20) He 
could have tailored his teachings in order to 
squeeze money from his followers. Being a 
carpenter he could have taken time off to 
make a beautiful piece of furniture to sell 
so that he would have a few extra pieces of 
silver. But he did not use his skills to seek 
material prosperity. As dedicated servants 
of God, are we imitating Jesus in having 
the right perspective of material things? 
—Matthew 6:24-34.

6 In putting his service to God first, Jesus 
did not seek his own interests. His life dur­
ing the three and a half years of his public 
ministry was one of self-sacrifice. On one oc­
casion after a busy day, without even taking 
the time to eat a meal, Jesus was willing to 
teach people who were “skinned and thrown 
about like sheep without a shepherd.” (Mat­
thew 9:36; Mark 6:31-34) Although “tired 
out from the journey,” he took the initiative 
in talking with a Samaritan woman who 
came to Jacob’s fountain in Sychar. (John 4: 
6,7,13-15) He always put the welfare of oth­
ers ahead of his own. (John 11:5-15) We can 
imitate Jesus by generously sacrificing our 
own interests to serve God and others. (John 
6:38) By thinking in terms of how we can 
truly please God rather than do only the 
minimum required, we will be living up to 
our dedication.

7 Jesus was in no way trying to attract at­
tention to himself by helping people. He was 
dedicated to God to do His will. So he al­
ways made sure that Jehovah, his Father, 
received all the glory for whatever was ac­
complished. When a certain ruler addressed

6. How can we imitate Jesus in being self- 
sacrificing, dedicated servants of God?
7. How can we imitate Jesus in always giving 
honor to Jehovah?

him “Good Teacher,” using the word “good” 
as a title, Jesus corrected him by saying: 
“Nobody is good, except one, God.” (Luke 18: 
18, 19; John 5:19, 30) Are we, like Jesus, 
quick to direct honor away from ourselves 
toward Jehovah?

8 Throughout his dedicated life course on 
earth, Jesus demonstrated that he had set 
himself aside for divine service. He kept 
himself clean so that he could offer himself 
as “an unblemished and spotless lamb” to be 
the ransom sacrifice. (1 Peter 1:19; Hebrews 
7:26) He observed all the precepts of the 
Mosaic Law, thus fulfilling that Law. (Mat­
thew 5:17; 2 Corinthians 1:20) He lived up 
to his own teaching on morals. (Matthew 5: 
27, 28) No one could rightfully accuse him 
of bad motives. Indeed, he “hated lawless­
ness.” (Hebrews 1:9) As slaves of God, let us 
imitate Jesus in keeping our lives and even 
our motives clean in Jehovah’s eyes.

Warning Examples
9 In contrast with Jesus’ example, we have 

the warning example of the Israelites. Even 
after they declared that they would do all 
that Jehovah told them to do, they failed to 
do his will. (Daniel 9:11) The apostle Paul 
encouraged Christians to learn from what 
befell the Israelites. Let us examine some 
incidents that Paul referred to in his first 
letter to the Corinthians and see what pit- 
falls need to be avoided by dedicated ser­
vants of God in our time.— 1 Corinthians 10: 
1-6, 11.

“ First, Paul warned us not to be “de­
siring injurious things.” (1 Corinthians

8. (a) As a dedicated man, how did Jesus set 
himself apart from the world? (b) How should we 
imitate him?
9. To what warning example did Paul refer, and 
why should we consider this example?
10. (a) How did the Israelites ‘desire injurious 
things’? (b) Why were the Israelites more ac­
countable tne second time they murmured about 
food, and what can we learn from this warning 
example?
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10:6) That may remind you of the occa­
sion when the Israelites complained about 
having only manna to eat. Jehovah sent 
quail to them. Something similar had hap­
pened about a year earlier in the wilder­
ness of Sin, just before the Israelites de­
clared their dedication to Jehovah. (Exodus 
16:1-3, 12, 13) But the situation was not 
exactly the same. When Jehovah provided 
quail the first time, he did not call the Isra­
elites to account for their murmuring. This 
time, however, things were different. “The 
meat was yet between their teeth, before 
it could be chewed, when Jehovah’s anger 
blazed against the people, and Jehovah be­
gan striking at the people with a very great 
slaughter.” (Numbers 11:4-6, 31-34) What 
had changed? As a dedicated nation, they 
were now held accountable. Their lack of ap­
preciation for Jehovah’s provisions led them 
to complain against Jehovah, despite their 
having promised to do all that Jehovah had 
spoken! Complaining about Jehovah’s table 
today is similar. Some fail to appreciate Je­
hovah’s spiritual provisions through “the 
faithful and discreet slave.” (Matthew 24: 
45-47) Remember, though, that our dedica­
tion requires us gratefully to keep in mind 
what Jehovah has done for us and accept the 
spiritual food that Jehovah supplies.

11 Next, Paul warned: “Neither become 
idolaters, as some of them did.” (1 Corinthi­
ans 10:7) Here the apostle was evidently re­
ferring to the calf worship that took place 
right after the Israelites concluded the cov­
enant with Jehovah at Mount Sinai. You 
may say, ‘As a dedicated servant of Jehovah, 
I will never get involved in idolatry.’ Note, 
however, that from the point of view of the 
Israelites, they did not cease to worship Je­
hovah; yet, they brought in a practice of

11. (a) How did the Israelites pollute their wor­
ship of Jehovah with idolatry? (b) How could we 
be affected by a kind of idolatry?

calf worship—something disgusting to God. 
What did this form of worship involve? The 
people made sacrifices in front of the calf, 
and then they “sat down to eat and drink. 
Then they got up to have a good time.” (Ex­
odus 32:4-6) Today, some may claim that 
they worship Jehovah. But their lives may 
be centered, not on worship of Jehovah, but 
on enjoyment of the things of this world, 
and they try to fit their service to Jehovah 
around these. True, this is not as extreme as 
bowing down to a golden calf, but it is not 
too different in principle. Making a god of 
one’s own desire is far from living up to 
one’s dedication to Jehovah.—Philippians 
3:19.

12 A kind of entertainment was also in­
volved in the next warning example that 
Paul mentioned. “Neither let us practice for­
nication, as some of them committed forni­
cation, only to fall, twenty-three thousand 
of them in one day.” (1 Corinthians 10:8) The 
Israelites, enticed by immoral pleasure of­
fered by the daughters of Moab, were led 
into worshiping the Baal of Peor in Shit- 
tim. (Numbers 25:1-3, 9) Disowning our­
selves to do Jehovah’s will includes accept­
ing his standards for what is morally clean. 
(Matthew 5:27-30) In this age of deteriorat­
ing standards, we are reminded of the need 
to keep ourselves clean from all sorts of im­
moral conduct, submitting to Jehovah’s au­
thority to decide what is good and what is 
bad.— 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.

13 While many fell into the trap of for­
nication in Shittim, some lived up to the 
national dedication to Jehovah. Of them, 
Phinehas was outstanding in zeal. When he 
caught sight of an Israelite chieftain bring-

12. From the experience of the Israelites with 
Baal of Peor, what do we learn about disowning 
ourselves?
13. How does Phinehas’ example help us to un­
derstand what dedication to Jehovah includes?
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Dedicated Christians do "not give up in 
doing what is fine "

ing a Midianitess into his tent, Phinehas at 
once took a lance in his hand and pierced 
them through. Jehovah told Moses: “Phine­
has . . .  has turned back my wrath from upon 
the sons of Israel by his tolerating no rival­
ry at all toward me in the midst of them, so 
that I have not exterminated the sons of Is­
rael in my insistence on exclusive devotion.” 
(Numbers 25:11) Tolerating no rivalry at all 
toward Jehovah—that is what dedication 
means. We cannot allow anything to take 
the place that dedication to Jehovah should 
occupy in our hearts. Our zeal for Jehovah 
also moves us to keep the congregation clean 
by reporting gross immorality to the elders, 
not tolerating it.

14 Paul referred to another warning exam­
ple: “Neither let us put Jehovah to the test,

14. (a) How did the Israelites put Jehovah to the 
test? (b) How does a complete dedication to Je­
hovah help us not to “tire out”?

as some of them put him to the 
test, only to perish by the ser­
pents.” (1 Corinthians 10:9) Paul 
here was talking about the time 
when the Israelites complained 
against God to Moses when they 
“began tiring out because of the 
way.” (Numbers 21:4) Do you 
ever make that mistake? When 
you dedicated yourself to Jeho­
vah, did you think Armageddon 
was just around the corner? Has 
Jehovah’s patience been longer 
than you expected? Remember, 
we did not dedicate ourselves to 
Jehovah just for a certain peri­
od of time or merely until Arma­
geddon. Our dedication contin­
ues forever. So, then, “let us not 
give up in doing what is fine, for 

in due season we shall reap if we do not tire 
out.”—Galatians 6:9.

15 Finally, Paul warned about becoming 
“murmurers” against the appointed ser­
vants of Jehovah. (1 Corinthians 10:10) The 
Israelites murmured vehemently against 
Moses and Aaron when 10 of the 12 spies 
sent out to search the land of Canaan 
brought back bad reports. They even talked 
about replacing Moses as their head and 
going back to Egypt. (Numbers 14:1-4) To­
day, do we accept the leadership that is giv­
en to us through the action of Jehovah’s holy 
spirit? From seeing the bountiful spiritual 
table that is provided by the faithful and 
discreet slave class, it is clear whom Jesus is 
using to dispense “food at the proper time.” 
(Matthew 24:45) Whole-souled dedication to 
Jehovah requires us to show respect for his 
appointed servants. May we never become 
like some modern-day murmurers who have

15. (a) Against whom did the Israelites mur­
mur? (b) How does our dedication to Jehovah 
move us to respect theocratic authority?
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turned to a new head, so to speak, to lead 
them back into the world.

Is It My Utmost?
16 The Israelites would not have fallen into 

such grievous errors if they had remem­
bered that their dedication to Jehovah was 
unconditional. Unlike those faithless Israel­
ites, Jesus Christ lived up to his dedication 
to the finish. As Christ’s followers, we imi­
tate his example of whole-souled devotion, 
living our lives “no more for the desires 
of men, but for God’s will.” (1 Peter 4:2; 
compare 2 Corinthians 5:15.) Jehovah’s will 
today is that “all sorts of men should be 
saved and come to an accurate knowledge of 
truth.” (1 Timothy 2:4) To that end, we are 
to preach “this good news of the kingdom” 
before the end comes. (Matthew 24:14) How 
much effort do we put into this service? We 
may wish to ask ourselves, ‘Is it my utmost?’ 
(2 Timothy 2:15) Circumstances differ. Je­
hovah is pleased to be served “according to 
what a person has, not according to what a 
person does not have.” (2 Corinthians 8:12; 
Luke 21:1-4) No one should judge the depth 
and sincerity of the dedication of another. 
Each should personally evaluate the extent 
of his own devotion to Jehovah. (Galatians 
6:4) Our love for Jehovah should move us to 
ask, ‘How can I make Jehovah happy?’

17 Our devotion to Jehovah deepens as we 
grow in our appreciation for him. A 14-year- 
old boy in Japan dedicated himself to Jeho­
vah and symbolized this dedication by water 
baptism. Later, he wanted to pursue higher 
education and become a scientist. He never 
thought of the full-time ministry, but as a 
dedicated servant, he did not want to leave 
Jehovah and his visible organization. To re­
alize his career goal, he attended a universi-

16. What questions may dedicated servants of 
God wish to ask themselves?
17. What is the relationship between devotion 
and appreciation? Illustrate.

ty. There he saw graduates of the university 
being forced to dedicate their entire life to 
their companies or to their studies. He won­
dered, ‘What am I doing here? Can I really 
pursue their way of life and dedicate myself 
to secular work? Am I not already dedicated 
to Jehovah?’ With renewed appreciation, he 
became a regular pioneer. His understand­
ing of his dedication deepened and moved 
him to determine in his heart to go wherever 
he was needed. He attended the Ministeri­
al Training School and received an assign­
ment to serve as a missionary overseas.

18 Dedication involves our whole life. We 
must disown ourselves and “day after day” 
follow Jesus’ fine example. (Luke 9:23) Hav­
ing disowned ourselves, we do not ask Jeho­
vah for a leave of absence, a furlough. Our 
lives conform to the principles Jehovah sets 
forth for his servants. Even in areas where 
we can make a personal choice, we do well 
to see whether we are doing our best to live 
a life dedicated to Jehovah. As we serve him 
day after day, doing our utmost to please 
him, we will succeed as Christians and will 
be blessed with a smile of approval from Je­
hovah, the One worthy of our whole-souled 
devotion.

18. (a) How much is involved in our dedication 
to Jehovah? (b) What reward can we reap from 
our dedication to Jehovah?

Can You Explain?
□  What did dedication involve for 

Jesus Christ?

□  W hy should we avoid murmuring 
against Jehovah?

□  In what way can we avoid letting 
idolatry subtly infiltrate our lives?

□  Remembering what will help us not 
to "tire out" in doing G od' s will?

18 THE WATCHTOWER— MARCH 1, 1995



"Old Testament" or 
"Hebrew Scriptures"—Which?

TODAY it is a common practice in Christen­
dom to use the terms "Old Testament" 
and "New Testament" to describe the 

Hebrew/Aramaic and Greek language parts of 
the Bible. But is there any Biblical basis for 
using these terms? And for what reasons do Je­
hovah's Witnesses generally avoid using them 
in their publications?

True, 2 Corinthians 3:14, according to the 
King James Version as well as some other older 
translations, such as the German September- 
testament, M artin Luther's first translation 
(1522), may appear to support this practice. 
In the King James Version, this verse reads: 
"But their minds were blinded: for until this day 
remaineth the same veil untaken away in the 
reading of the old testament; which veil is done 
away in Christ."

However, is the apostle speaking here about 
the 39 books that are commonly called the 
"Old Testament"? The Greek word here trans­
lated "testament" is d ia the 'ke . The famous 
German theological encyclopedia Theolo- 
gische R ealenzyklopad ie , commenting on 
2 Corinthians 3:14, says that 'the reading of 
the old di a the'ke' in that verse is the same as 
'reading Moses' in the following verse. Hence, 
it says, 'the old di a the'ke' stands for the Law 
of Moses, or at most, the Pentateuch. It certain­
ly does not stand for the entire pre-Christian 
body of inspired Scripture.

The apostle is referring to only a part of 
the Hebrew Scriptures, the old Law cove­
nant, which was recorded by Moses in the 
Pentateuch; he is not referring to the Hebrew 
and Aramaic Scriptures in their entirety. Fur­
thermore, he does not mean that the inspired

Christian writings of the first century C.E. 
constitute a "new testament," since this term 
occurs nowhere in the Bible.

It is also to be noted that the Greek word d i­
athe'ke that Paul here used actually means 
"covenant." (For further information see New 
W orld Translation o f the Holy Scriptures 
— With References, Appendix 7E, page 1585, 
published by the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society of New York, Inc., 1984.) Many mod­
ern translations therefore correctly read "old 
covenant" rather than "old testament."

In this connection, the "National Catholic 
Reporter" stated: "The term 'O ld Testament' 
inevitably creates an atmosphere of inferiority 
and outdatedness." But the Bible is really one 
work, and no part is outdated, or "o ld ." Its 
message is consistent from the first book in the 
Hebrew part to the last book in the Greek part. 
(Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17) So we 
have valid reasons to avoid these terms that 
are based on incorrect assumptions, and we 
prefer to use the more correct terms "Hebrew 
Scriptures" and "Christian Greek Scriptures."

In O u r N ext Issue

How Can You Enrich Your Prayers?

Benefits of Fearing the True God

"Watch Out for the Leaven 
of the Pharisees and Sadducees"
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MAIMONIDES
The m an who redefined Judaism

C C T ?  ROM Moses to Moses, there was 
*  W r  no one Moses.” Many Jews 

J L  will recognize this cryptic say­
ing as an expression of admiration for 
the 12th-century Jewish philosopher, cod­
ifier, and commentator on the Talmud and 
the Scriptures, Moses Ben Maimon—also 
known as Maimonides and as Rambam.* 
Today many are unfamiliar with Maimon­
ides, yet his writings had a deep impact 
on Jewish, Muslim, and church thinking 
in his day. In a fundamental way, he re­
defined Judaism. Who was Maimonides, 
and why do many Jews see him as “the 
second Moses”?

Who Was Maimonides?
Maimonides was born in Cordoba, 

Spain, in 1135. His father, Maimon, who 
provided much of his early religious train­
ing, was a renowned scholar from a dis­
tinguished rabbinical family. When the 
Almohads conquered Cordoba in 1148, the 
Jews faced the choice of converting to Is­
lam or fleeing. This began a long period 
of wandering for Maimonides’ family. In 
1160 they settled in Fez, Morocco, where 
he received training as a physician. In 
1165 his family had to flee to Palestine.

However, the situation in Israel was 
unstable. The small Jewish community 
faced danger from Christendom’s Crusad­
ers and Muslim forces alike. After less 
than six months in the “Holy Land,” Mai-

* “Rambam” is a Hebrew acronym, a name 
formed from the initial letters of the words “Rabbi 
Moses Ben Maimon.”

monides and family found refuge in Fus- 
tat, the Old City of Cairo, Egypt. It was 
here that Maimonides’ talents were fully 
recognized. In 1177 he became the head of 
the Jewish community, and in 1185 he was 
appointed physician to the court of the 
famous Muslim leader Saladin. Maimon­
ides retained both of these positions un­
til his death in 1204. His medical exper­
tise was so renowned that it is said that 
from as far away as England, King Rich­
ard the Lion-Hearted made attempts to 
obtain Maimonides as his personal physi­
cian.

What Did He Write?
Maimonides was a prolific writer. While 

fleeing Muslim persecution, in hiding and 
on the run, he compiled much of his first 
major work, Commentary on the 
nah* Written in Arabic, it elucidates 
many of the concepts and terms in the 
Mishnah, at times digressing into expla­
nations of Maimonides’ philosophy on Ju­
daism. In the section explaining the trac­
tate Sanhedrin, Maimonides formulated 
13 fundamental principles of the Jewish 
faith. Judaism had never defined a formal 
creed, or declaration of beliefs. Now, Mai­
monides’ 13 Principles of Faith became a

* The Mishnah is a collection of rabbinical com­
mentaries, based on what the Jews consider the 
oral law. It was put into writing in the late second 
and early third centuries C.E., forming the begin­
ning of the Talmud. For more information, see the 
brochure Will There Ever Be a World Without 
War? page 10, published by the Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society of New York, Inc.
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prototype of a succession of formulations 
of the Jewish creed.—See box, page 23.

Maimonides sought to define the logical 
order of all things, whether physical or 
spiritual. He rejected blind faith, demand­
ing explanations for everything on the ba­
sis of what he viewed as ra­
tional proofs and logic. This 
natural inclination led to 
the writing of his magnum 
opus—Mishneh Torah. *

In Maimonides’ day the 
Jews viewed “Torah,” or 
“Law,” as applying not only 
to the written words re­
corded by Moses but to all 
the rabbinical interpreta­
tion of this Law throughout 
the centuries. These ideas 
were recorded in the Tal­
mud and in thousands of 
rabbinical decisions and 
writings about the Talmud.
M aim onides recogn ized  
that the sheer size and dis­
organization of all this information left 
the average Jew at a loss in making de­
cisions that affected his daily life. Most 
were not in a position to make a lifelong 
study of all rabbinic literature, much of 
it written in difficult Aramaic. Maimon­
ides’ solution was to edit this informa­
tion, highlighting the practical decisions, 
and to organize it into one orderly system 
of 14 books, divided according to subject 
matter. He wrote it in masterfully clear, 
flowing Hebrew.

Mishneh Torah was such a practical 
guide that some Jewish leaders feared

* The name Mishneh Torah is a Hebrew term 
derived from Deuteronomy 17:18, that is, a copy, or 
repetition, of the Law.

that it would completely replace the Tal­
mud. Yet, even those who objected ac­
knowledged the overwhelming scholar­
ship of that work. This highly organized 
code was a revolutionary achievement, 
giving new life to a system of Judaism 

that the average man could 
no longer relate to or assim­
ilate.

Then, Maimonides set 
out to write another major 
work— The Guide for the 
Perplexed. With the trans­
lation of Greek classics 
into A rabic, more Jews 
were becom ing fam iliar 
with A ristotle and oth ­
er philosophers. Some were 
perplexed, finding it hard 
to recon cile  the litera l 
meaning of Biblical terms 
with philosophy. In The 
Guide for the Perplexed, 
Maimonides, who greatly 
admired Aristotle, sought 

to explain the essence of the Bible and 
Judaism in a way that harmonized with 
philosophic thought and logic.—Compare 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5,11-16.

In addition to these major works and 
other religious writings, Maimonides 
wrote authoritatively in the fields of med­
icine and astronomy. Another aspect of his 
prolific pen is not to be overlooked. The 
Encyclopaedia Judaica comments: “The 
letters of Maimonides mark an epoch in 
letter writing. He is the first Jewish let­
ter writer whose correspondence has been 
largely preserved. . . . His letters found 
their way to the mind and heart of his cor­
respondents, and he varied his style to 
suit them.”

Jewish Division /  The New York Public Library /  Astor, 
Lenox, and Tilden Foundations
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What Did He Teach?
In his 13 Principles of Faith, Maimon- 

ides provided a clear outline of belief, 
some of it rooted in Scripture. However, 
principles seven and nine contradict the 
essence of the Scripturally based faith in 
Jesus as the Messiah.* Taking into ac­
count the apostate teachings of Christen­
dom, such as the Trinity, and the blatant 
hypocrisy exemplified by the bloodbath 
of the Crusades, it is not surprising that 
Maimonides did not delve further into 
the question of Jesus’ Messiahship.—Mat­
thew 7:21-23; 2 Peter 2:1, 2.

Maimonides writes: “Can there be a 
greater stumbling block than [Christian­
ity]? All the prophets spoke of the Messi­
ah as the redeemer of Israel and its savior 
. . .  [By contrast, Christianity] caused the 
Jews to be slain by the sword, their rem­
nants to be scattered and humbled, the To­
rah to be altered, and the majority of the 
world to err and serve a god other than the 
Lord.”—Mishneh Torah, “The Laws of 
Kings and Their Wars,” chapter 11.

Yet, for all the respect shown him, 
many Jews prefer to ignore Maimonides 
on certain issues about which he spoke 
most forthrightly. With the growing in­
fluence of mystical Judaism (Kabbalah), 
astrology was becoming more popular 
among Jews. Maimonides wrote: “Who­
ever is involved in astrology and plans his 
work or a trip based on the time set by 
those who examine the heavens is liable to 
be whipped . . .  All these matters are lies 
and deceit. . .  Whoever believes in these 
matters . . .  is but a fool and lacking in 
sense.”— Mishneh Torah, “Laws of Idol-

* For more information on the evidence of Je­
sus as the promised Messiah, see the brochure 
Will There Ever Be a World Without War? 
pages 24-30, published by the Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

atry,” chapter 11; compare Leviticus 19: 
26; Deuteronomy 18:9-13.

Maimonides also sharply criticized an­
other practice: “[Rabbis] fixed for them­
selves monetary demands from individu­
als and communities and caused people to 
think, in utter foolishness, that it is oblig­
atory and proper . . . All this is wrong. 
There is not a single word, either in the 
Torah or in the sayings of the [Talmu­
dic] sages, to lend credence to it.” ( 
mentary on the Mishnah, Avot 4:5) In 
contrast with these rabbis, Maimonides 
worked strenuously to support himself as 
a physician, never accepting payment for 
religious services.—Compare 2 Corinthi­
ans 2:17; 1 Thessalonians 2:9.

How Were Judaism and
Other Beliefs Affected?

Professor Yeshaiahu Leibowitz of He­
brew University, Jerusalem, stated: “Mai­
monides is the most powerful image in 
the history of Judaism, from the age of 
the Patriarchs and the Prophets to the 
present age.” Encyclopaedia Judaica re­
marks: “The influence of Maimonides on 
the future development of Judaism is in­
calculable. . . .  C. Tchernowitz . . .  goes so 
far as to maintain that were it not for Mai­
monides Judaism would have broken up 
into different sects and beliefs . . .  It was 
his great achievement to unite the vari­
ous currents.”

By reorganizing Jewish thought to fit 
his own ideas of order and logic, Maimon­
ides redefined Judaism. The scholars and 
the masses alike found this new defini­
tion practical and appealing. Even his op- 
posers eventually accepted much of Mai­
monides’ approach. Although his writings 
were intended to free Jews of the need 
to turn to endless commentaries, lengthy
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MAIMONIDES' 13 PRINCIPLES OF FAITH*
1. God is the Creator and Ruler of 

all things. He alone has made, does 
make, and will make all things.

2 . God is one. There is no unity that is 
in any way like His.

3 . God does not have a body. Physical 
concepts do not apply to Him.

4 . God is first and last.

5 . It is proper to pray to God only. One 
may not pray to anyone or anything 
else.

6 . All the words of the prophets are 
true.

7 . The prophecy of Moses is absolutely

true. He was the chief of all proph­
ets, both before and after him.

8. The entire Torah that we now have is 
that which was given to Moses.

9 . The Torah will not be changed, and 
there will never be another given by 
God.

10. God knows all of man's deeds and 
thoughts.

11. God rewards those who keep His 
commandments, and punishes those 
who transgress against Him.

12. The Messiah will come.

13. The dead will be brought back to life.

* Maimonides defined these principles in his Commentary on the Mishnah, (Sanhedrin 10:1). Judaism later adopted them 
as an official creed. The above text is condensed from how they appear in the Jewish prayer book.

commentaries were soon written about 
his works.

Encyclopaedia Judaica comments: 
“Maimonides was . . . the most signif­
icant Jewish philosopher of the Middle 
Ages, and his Guide of the Perplexed 
is the most important philosophic work 
produced by a Jew.” Although w rit­
ten in Arabic, The Guide for the Per­
plexed was translated into Hebrew with­
in Maimonides’ lifetim e and shortly 
thereafter into Latin, making it avail­
able for study throughout Europe. As 
a result, Maimonides’ unique synthe­
sis of Aristotle’s philosophy with Ju­
daic thought quickly found its way into 
the mainstream of Christendom’s think­
ing. Christendom’s scholars of that peri­
od, such as Albertus Magnus and Thom­
as Aquinas, often refer to Maimonides’

views. Islamic scholars were also in­
fluenced. Maimonides’ philosophical ap­
proach influenced later Jewish philoso­
phers, such as Baruch Spinoza, to make a 
complete break with orthodox Judaism.

Maimonides might be considered a Re­
naissance man who lived before the Re­
naissance. His insistence that faith be 
consistent with reason is still a valid prin­
ciple. This principle led him to speak 
out vehemently against religious super­
stition. Yet, Christendom’s bad example 
and Aristotle’s philosophic influence often 
prevented him from reaching conclusions 
fully in harmony with Bible truth. Though 
not all would agree with the comment 
inscribed on Maimonides’ grave—“From 
Moses to Moses, there was no one like 
Moses”—it must be admitted that he re­
defined the course and content of Judaism.
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
God's People O ffer Themselves Willingly

HIS name was Joseph, and he was a native of the 
island of Cyprus. He was among the first-century 
Christians who sold fields and houses in order 
to contribute financially to the advancement of 
Christianity. Because of his warmheartedness and 
generosity, he became known as Barnabas, mean­
ing "Son of Comfort."— Acts 4:34-37.

Such genuine interest in others has always been a 
trademark of true worshipers of Jehovah. Jehovah's 
Witnesses today are no different, as is highlighted 
by the following experience from the 
Solomon Islands.

A group of over 60 Witnesses 
from Australia and New Zealand 
traveled to Honiara, the capital of 
the Solomon Islands on Guadalca­
nal. They came to assist with the 
construction of an Assembly Hall for 
large Christian gatherings. It took 
them only about two weeks to erect 
a hall with a seating capacity of 
some 1,200!

build us an Assembly Hall in two weeks, then we 
can surely assist our brothers in Munda and build 
them a Kingdom Hall in two weeks."

That is what happened. One doy a ferryboat 
loaded with happy and eager Witness volunteers 
arrived in Munda. Men and women, old and young, 
all busied themselves in unloading their cargo and 
got ready to start building with the timber, cement, 
roofing iron, and other materials that had arrived 
in Munda ahead of them.

S o u t h  
P a c i f i c  

O c e a n  

SOLOMON ISLANDS

Munda
Hdniarâ

GUADALCANAL

About the same time, the local au­
thorities of the small town of Munda, 
on the island of New Georgia, grant­
ed the congregation of Jehovah's Witnesses a plot 
of land right in the center of town. They wanted to 
build a Kingdom Hall, a place of worship. And they 
truly needed one. They had been meeting in the liv­
ing room of a small leaf house, but they had no 
resources to build a Kingdom Hall.* The congre­
gation was made up of mostly elderly and infirm 
people and children, and there was no one with ex­
perience in the construction trade.

About 235 miles away, on the island of Guadal­
canal, the Witnesses in the city of Honiara offered 
themselves willingly. (Psalm 110:3) They reasoned: 
"If our brothers in other countries were willing to

* A leaf house is made from materials cut from the bush or 
jungle. The frame is made of sticks and poles, and the roof 
and walls are covered with panels made from palm leaves 
folded over sticks and stitched with vines.

Soon after the work started, a severe electrical 
storm cut off the town's water supply. However, this 
did not prove to be an insurmountable problem. The 
Witnesses dug a well that supplied water during the 
entire building operation. What about food for all 
the workers? That was not a problem either. The vol­
unteers from Honiara had been sent on their way 
with plenty of food provided by the Honiara con­
gregations. They even brought their own cooks!

The neighbors watched the progress of the proj­
ect with disbelief. One of them said: "Things don't 
happen in days here. They take years." Anoth­
er neighbor, a religious leader, admitted that his 
church has been under construction lor the past 20 
years and that it is still not finished. In contrast, the 
new Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses in Mun­
da was finished in just ten days!
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T h e  b e s t  t h in g  t o  d o
W ITH  M Y LIFE

AS TOLD BY BOB ANDERSON

A b o u t ten years ago, some friends asked me: 
“W hy have you kept going so long as a pioneer, Bob?” 
“Well,” I smiled and said, “ can you think o f  anything 

better to do than pioneer?”

I WAS 23 years old in 1931 when I en­
tered the pioneer service. Now I am in 
my 87th year and still pioneering. I 

know I could have done nothing better with 
my life. Let me explain why.

In 1914 a tract was left at our home. 
It was published by the International Bi­
ble Students, as Jehovah’s Witnesses were 
then called. When the Witness returned, 
my mother questioned him closely about 
hellfire. She had been brought up as a strict 
Wesleyan Methodist but could never recon­
cile this doctrine of eternal torment with a 
God of love. As soon as she learned the 
truth of the matter, she said: “I feel happi­
er than I have ever felt in my life!”

My mother immediately stopped teach­
ing at the Methodist Sunday school and 
joined the small group of Bible Students. 
She started preaching in our hometown of 
Birkenhead, which faces the port of Liv­
erpool across the Mersey River, and was 
soon regularly cycling to many neighboring 
towns. She witnessed in this extensive ter­
ritory for the rest of her life and became 
very well-known, setting a fine example for 
her children. She died in 1971 at the ripe 
old age of 97, an active Witness to the end. 

My sister, Kathleen, and I were tak­

en from the Methodist Sunday school to 
accompany Mother to her meetings with 
the Bible Students. Later, when my father 
came along too, my parents arranged for a 
regular family Bible study in the book The 
Harp of God. Such a study was an innova­
tion in those days, but this early grounding 
in basic Bible truth paid a rich dividend, 
since my sister and I both entered the pio­
neer service in the course of time.

Mother maintained that seeing the 
“Photo-Drama of Creation” in Liverpool in 
1920 was the spiritual turning point for us 
children, and she was right. Young as I was, 
that showing left vivid impressions on my 
mind. Outstanding in my memory is the sec­
tion portraying the life of Jesus, especially 
as it showed him walking to his death. The 
whole experience helped me focus on the 
most important work in life—preaching!

Early in the 1920’s, I started to distrib­
ute tracts with my mother on Sunday after­
noons. At first we were instructed to leave 
them at the homes; later we were told to 
hand them to the householders and then 
call back on those who were interested. I 
have always viewed this as the early foun­
dation for our return visit and Bible study 
activity, which is so productive today.
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Bob and O live Anderson

Into the Pioneer Service!
Kathleen and I were baptized in 1927.1 

was working as an analytical chemist in 
Liverpool when, in 1931,1 heard the reso­
lution to embrace the name Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses. I had often seen the Society’s col­
porteurs (now called pioneers) working the 
businesses in Liverpool, and their example 
impressed me very much. How I longed to 
be free of worldly association, to spend my 
life in Jehovah’s service!

During the summer of that same year, 
my friend Gerry Garrard told me that 
he had accepted an assignment from the 
Watch Tower Society’s second president, 
Joseph F. Rutherford, to preach in India. 
Just before sailing, he came over to see 
me and talked about the privilege of full­
time service. As he said good-bye, he en­
couraged me further by saying, “I’m sure 
you will soon be a pioneer, Bob.” And so it 
was. I enrolled that October. What joy, what 
freedom, cycling through country lanes, 
preaching to isolated communities! I knew

then that I was embarking on the most im­
portant work I could ever do.

My first pioneer assignment was in 
South Wales where I joined Cyril Sten- 
tiford. Cyril later married Kathleen, and 
they pioneered together for several years. 
Their daughter, Ruth, also subsequently en­
tered the pioneer service. By 1937,1 was in 
Fleetwood, Lancashire—Eric Cooke’s part­
ner. Up to that time, pioneers worked only 
the rural areas of Britain, outside congre­
gation territory. But Albert D. Schroeder, 
who was then responsible for the work of 
the Society’s London branch office, made 
the decision to move us to the city of Brad­
ford, Yorkshire. This was the first time pio­
neers in Britain had been assigned to help 
a specific congregation.

In 1946, Eric went to the Watchtower Bi­
ble School of Gilead and was assigned to 
Southern Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, and he 
and his wife are still faithfully serving as 
missionaries in Durban, South Africa.

The year 1938 saw me in another assign­
ment, this time as zone servant (now called 
circuit overseer) for northwest Lancashire 
and the beautiful Lake District. There I met 
Olive Duckett, and after we married, she 
immediately accompanied me in the circuit 
work.

Ireland During the War Years
Soon after Britain declared war against 

Germany in September 1939, my assign­
ment was changed to Ireland. Conscription 
to the army had started in Britain but not 
in the southern Republic of Ireland, which 
remained a neutral country for the dura­
tion of the war. The Republic of Ireland and 
Northern Ireland were to become one cir­
cuit. Restrictions were in force, however, 
and it was necessary to obtain travel per­
mits in order to leave Britain for any part
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of Ireland. The authorities told me I could 
go, but I would have to agree to return to 
England immediately when my conscrip­
tion age group was called. I agreed verbally, 
but to my surprise, when my permit came 
through, there were no conditions at all at­
tached to it!

At that time, there were just over 100 
Witnesses in the whole of Ireland. Upon our 
arrival in Dublin in November 1939, Jack 
Corr, a longtime pioneer, met us. He told 
us that there were two more pioneers in a 
nearby town and a few interested persons 
in Dublin, about 20 altogether. Jack hired 
a room in Dublin for a meeting at which all 
agreed to meet regularly each Sunday. This 
arrangement continued until the congrega­
tion was established in 1940.

Northern Ireland, as part of the United 
Kingdom, was at war with Germany, so as 
we moved north to Belfast, we had food ra­
tion books and the blackout at night to con­
tend with. Although Nazi aircraft had to fly 
well over 1,000 miles to get to Belfast and 
back to their bases in Europe, they man­
aged to bomb the city effectively. During 
the first raid, our Kingdom Hall was dam­
aged and our apartment destroyed while we 
were visiting brothers in another part of 
the city, so we had a remarkable escape. 
That same night, a Witness family ran to a 
communal shelter. When they got there, 
they found it full and had to return to their 
home. The shelter received a direct hit, and 
all in it were killed, but our brothers sur­
vived with a few cuts and bruises. During 
these difficult war years, not one of our 
brothers was seriously hurt, for which we 
thanked Jehovah.

Spiritual Food Supplies
As the war progressed, restrictions grew 

tighter, and eventually mail censorship was 
imposed. This meant that Watchtower

was intercepted and not allowed into the 
country. Although we wondered what we 
could do, Jehovah’s hand was not short. One 
morning I received a letter from a “cousin” 
in Canada who was writing to me about 
family matters. I had no idea who he was, 
but in a postscript he said he was enclosing 
“an interesting Bible article” for me to read. 
It was a copy of The Watchtower, but be­
cause it was in a plain cover, it had not been 
removed by the censor.

Immediately my wife and I, with the 
help of local Witnesses, including Maggie 
Cooper who had been in the “Photo-Drama” 
work, started to duplicate the articles. We 
soon organized ourselves to dispatch 120 
copies across the country, as plain-cover 
Watchtower magazines arrived regularly 
from many new friends in Canada, Austra­
lia, and the United States. Thanks to their 
diligence and kindness, we never missed an 
issue during the entire war period.

We were able to have assemblies too. Out­
standing was the 1941 convention when the 
new publication Children was released. It 
seemed that the censor did not object to a 
book that he thought to be about children, 
so we managed to get our supply into the 
country without any trouble! On another oc­
casion, we had the booklet Peace— Can It 
Last? printed locally because it was impos­
sible to import copies from London. Despite 
all the restrictions imposed upon us, we 
were well cared for spiritually.

Overcoming Opposition
A clergyman staying in a Belfast nurs­

ing home run by one of Jehovah’s Witness­
es sent a copy of the book Riches to his 
wife in England. She was opposed to the 
truth, and in her reply she made that point 
clear. She also asserted that we were “an 
unpatriotic organization.” The mail censor 
picked this up and reported the matter to
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the Criminal Investigation Department. As 
a result, I was called to the police barracks to 
give an explanation and was asked to bring 
a copy of Riches. Interestingly, when the 
book was eventually returned, I noticed that 
the parts underlined were all about the Ro­
man Catholic Church. I felt that this was sig­
nificant, since I knew the police were on 
guard against IRA (Irish Republican Army) 
activity.

I was questioned closely about our neu­
trality in times of war, for the police found it 
difficult to understand our position. But the 
authorities never took any action against us. 
Later, when I sought permission to hold an 
assembly, the police insisted on sending two 
police reporters. I said, “We will welcome 
them!” So they came and sat through the af­
ternoon meeting, taking shorthand notes. 
At the end of the session, they asked, “Why 
were we sent here? We are enjoying it all!” 
They came again the next day and gladly 
accepted a free copy of our booklet Peace 
— Can It Last? The rest of the assembly 
passed without incident.

As soon as the war ended and travel re­
strictions were eased, Pryce Hughes from 
the London Bethel came to Belfast. He was 
accompanied by Harold King, who was later 
assigned to China as a missionary. After six 
years of isolation from the London branch 
office, all of us were greatly encouraged by 
the talks these brothers gave. Shortly af­
terward, Harold Duerden, another faithful 
pioneer, was sent across from England to 
strengthen the Kingdom work in Belfast.

Return to England
We had grown to love the Irish brothers, 

and it was difficult to return to England. 
But my wife and I were assigned back to 
Manchester and later moved to Newton-le- 
Willows, another Lancashire town where 
the need was greater. Lois, our daughter,

was born in 1953, and it was heartwarming 
to see her enter the pioneer ministry at the 
age of 16. After her marriage to pioneer Da­
vid Parkinson, they continued their full­
time service in Northern Ireland, in many 
ways retracing the steps Olive and I had 
taken. Now, with their children, they are 
back in England, and all of us are serving 
in the same congregation.

Despite the changes in our circumstanc­
es, I never stopped pioneering—Olive nev­
er wanted that, nor did 1.1 have always felt 
that my pioneer record is properly shared 
with my wife because without her constant, 
loving support, I could never have contin­
ued in full-time service. We both get tired 
more quickly now, of course, but witnessing 
is still a joy, especially when we are togeth­
er, conducting Bible studies wit h our neigh­
bors. Over the years, we have been privi­
leged to help some one hundred individuals 
become dedicated, baptized servants of Je­
hovah. What a joy that has been! And I 
guess this number must by now be multi­
plied many times over as families extend­
ing to the third and fourth generations have 
become Witnesses too.

Olive and I often talk about our many 
privileges and experiences over the years. 
What happy years they have been, and how 
quickly they have flown by! I know I could 
have found nothing better to do with my life 
than to serve my God, Jehovah, as a pioneer 
all these years. Now, whether looking back 
with gratitude or looking forward in antic­
ipation, I find that Jeremiah’s words have 
much meaning: “It is the acts of loving­
kindness of Jehovah that we have not come 
to our finish, because his mercies will cer­
tainly not come to an end. They are new
each morning___‘That is why I shall show a
waiting attitude for him.’ ”—Lamentations 
3:22-24.
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A  Theological D ilem m a
u n r  HE idea of the immortality of 

the soul and faith in the resur- 
JL rection of the dead . . . are two 

concepts on completely different planes, be­
tween which a choice needs to be made." 
These words of Philippe Menoud sum up the 
dilemma faced by Protestant and Catholic 
theologians over the condition of the dead. 
The Bible speaks of the hope of a resurrec­
tion “at the last day.” (John 6:39,40, 44, 54) 
But the hope of many believers, says theo­
logian Gisbert Greshake, “rests in the im­
mortality of the soul, which separates from 
the body at death and returns to God, while 
hope in the resurrection has largely, if not 
completely, disappeared.”

In that case, a thorny problem arises, 
explains Bernard Sesboue: “What is the 
condition of the dead during the ‘interval’ 
between their bodily death and final resur­
rection?” That question seems to have been 
at the center of theological debate in the 
last few years. What led to it? And more 
important, what is the real hope for the 
dead?

Origin and Development 
of a Dilemma

The first Christians had clear ideas on 
the matter. They knew from the Scriptures 
that the dead are not conscious of anything, 
for the Hebrew Scriptures say: “The living 
are conscious that they will die; but as for 
the dead, they are conscious of nothing at 
all . . . There is no work nor devising nor 
knowledge nor wisdom in Sheol, the place to 
which you are going.” (Ecclesiastes 9:5,10) 
Those Christians hoped for a resurrection 
to take place during the future “presence of 
the Lord.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17) They

did not expect to be conscious somewhere 
else while they awaited that moment. Jo­
seph Ratzinger, present prefect of the Vat­
ican Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, says: “No doctrinal affirmation exist­
ed in the ancient Church on the immortal­
ity of the soul.”

However, Nuovo dizionario di teologia, 
explains that when reading Church Fa­
thers, such as Augustine or Ambrose, “we 
become aware of something new with re­
spect to Biblical tradition—the emergence 
of a Greek eschatology, fundamentally dif­
ferent from that of Judeo-Christians.” This 
new teaching was based on “the immortal­
ity of the soul, on individual judgment with 
reward or punishment immediately after 
death.” Thus, a question was raised about 
the “intermediate state”: If the soul sur­
vives the death of the body, what happens 
to it while it awaits the resurrection at the 
“last day”? This is a dilemma theologians 
have struggled to resolve.

In the sixth century C.E., Pope Greg­
ory I argued that at death souls go im­
mediately to the place o f their desti­
ny. Pope John XXII of the 14th century 
was convinced that the dead would re­
ceive their ultimate reward on Judgment 
Day. Pope Benedict XII, however, refuted 
his predecessor. In the papal bull Benedic- 
tus Deus (1336), he decreed that “the souls 
of the deceased enter a condition of bliss 
[heaven], purging [purgatory], or damna­
tion [hell] immediately after death, only to 
be reunited with their resurrected bodies 
at the end of the world.”

Despite controversy and debate, this 
has been the position  o f churches o f
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Christendom for centuries, although the 
Protestant and Orthodox churches in gen­
eral do not believe in purgatory. However, 
from the end of the last century, an increas­
ing number of scholars have pointed out the 
non-Biblical origin of the doctrine of the 
immortality of the soul, and as a conse­
quence, “modern theology now often tries 
to view man as a unity that is totally dis­
solved in death.” (The Encyclopedia of Re­
ligion) Bible commentators, therefore, find 
it difficult to justify the existence of an 
“intermediate state.” Does the Bible speak 
about it, or does it offer a different hope?

Did Paul Believe in an
“Intermediate State”?

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
says: “To rise with Christ, we must die with 
Christ: we must ‘be away from the body 
and at home with the Lord’. [2 Corinthians 
5:8] In that ‘departure’ which is death the 
soul is separated from the body. [Philippi- 
ans 1:23] It will be reunited with the body 
on the day of resurrection of the dead.” But 
in the texts here quoted, does the apostle 
Paul say that the soul survives the death of 
the body and then awaits the “Last Judg­
ment” to be reunited with the body?

At 2 Corinthians 5:1, Paul refers to his 
death and speaks of an “earthly house” that 
is “dissolved.” Was he thinking of the body 
deserted by its immortal soul? No. Paul be­
lieved that man is a soul, not that he has a 
soul. (Genesis 2:7; 1 Corinthians 15:45) Paul 
was a spirit-anointed Christian whose hope, 
like that of his first-century brothers, was 
‘reserved in the heavens.’ (Colossians 1:5; 
Romans 8:14-18) His ‘earnest desire,’ there­
fore, was to be resurrected to heaven as an 
immortal spirit creature at God’s appointed 
time. (2 Corinthians 5:2-4) Speaking of this 
hope, he wrote: “We shall all be changed 
. . .  during the last trumpet. For the trum­

pet will sound, and the dead w ill be raised 
up incorruptible, and we shall be changed.” 
—1 Corinthians 15:51, 52.

At 2 Corinthians 5:8, Paul says: “We are 
of good courage and are well pleased rath­
er to become absent from the body and 
to make our home with the Lord.” Some 
believe that these words refer to an in­
termediate state of waiting. Such ones re­
fer also to Jesus’ promise to his faithful 
followers that he was going to prepare a 
place in which to ‘receive them home to 
himself.’ But when would such prospects 
be realized? Christ said that it would be 
when he ‘came again’ in his future pres­
ence. (John 14:1-3) Similarly, at 2 Corinthi­
ans 5:1-10, Paul said that the hope com­
mon to anointed Christians was to inherit a 
heavenly dwelling. This would come about, 
not through some presumed immortality of 
the soul, but through a resurrection dur­
ing Christ’s presence. (1 Corinthians 15:23, 
42-44) Exegete Charles Masson concludes 
that 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 “can be well un­
derstood then without having to resort to 
the hypothesis of an ‘intermediate state.’ ”

At Philippians 1:21,23, Paul says: “In my 
case to live is Christ, and to die, gain. I 
am under pressure from these two things; 
but what I do desire is the releasing and 
the being with Christ, for this, to be sure, 
is far better.” Does Paul here refer to an 
“intermediate state”? Some think so. How­
ever, Paul says that he was put under pres­
sure by two possibilities—life or death. 
“But what I do desire,” he added, mention­
ing a third possibility, “is the releasing and 
the being with Christ.” A “releasing” to be 
with Christ immediately after death? Well, 
as already seen, Paul believed that faithful 
anointed Christians would be resurrected 
during the presence of Christ. Therefore, he 
must have had in mind the events of that 
period.
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This can be seen from his words found at 
Philippians 3:20, 21 and 1 Thessalonians 
4:16. Such a “releasing” during the pres­
ence of Christ Jesus would enable Paul to 
receive the reward that God had prepared 
for him. That this was his hope is seen in 
his words to the young man Timothy: “From 
this time on there is reserved for me the 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give me as a reward 
in that day, yet not only to me, but also to 
all those who have loved his manifestation.” 
—2 Timothy 4:8.

The Resurrection 
— A Splendid Bible Truth

The first Christians considered the res­
urrection an event that would begin dur­
ing Christ’s presence, and they 
received strength and comfort 
from this splendid Bible truth.
(Matthew 24:3; John 5:28, 29; 11:
24, 25; 1 Corinthians 15:19, 20;
1 Thessalonians 4:13) They faith­
fully awaited that future joy, re­
jecting apostate teachings of an 
immortal soul.—Acts 20:28-30;
2 Timothy 4:3, 4; 2 Peter 2:1-3.

Of course, the resurrection is
not limited to Christians with 
a heavenly hope. (1 Peter 1:3-5)
The patriarchs and other ancient 
servants of God exercised faith 
in Jehovah’s ability to bring the 
dead back to life on the earth.
(Job 14:14, 15; Daniel 12:2; Luke 
20:37, 38; Hebrews 11:19, 35)
Even those billions who over the 
course of centuries never knew 
God have the opportunity of com­
ing back to life in an earthly par­
adise, since “there is going to be 
a resurrection of both the righ­
teous and the unrighteous.” (Acts

24:15; Luke 23:42, 43) Is this not a thrill­
ing prospect?

Rather than have us believe that suf­
fering and death will always be, Jehovah 
points to the time when “the last enemy, 
death,” will be eliminated forever and faith­
ful humankind will live eternally on an 
earth restored to Paradise. (1 Corinthians 
15:26; John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:13) How marvel­
ous it will be to see our loved ones come 
back to life! How much better this sure 
hope is than the hypothetical immortality 
of the human soul—a doctrine based, not on 
God’s Word, but on Greek philosophy! If you 
base your hope on God’s sure promise, you 
too can be sure that soon “death will be no 
more”!—Revelation 21:3-5.
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OVER three thousand years ago, Moses 
wrote: "The days of our years are seven­

ty years; and if because of special mightiness 
they are eighty years, yet their insistence is on 
trouble and hurtful things."— Psalm 90:10.

Despite medical advances, man's life span is 
still the same as it was in Moses' day. Never­
theless, humans will not always be condemned 
to such a fleeting existence. In the Bible book of 
Isaiah, God said: "Like the days of a tree will 
the days of my people be; and the work of their 
own hands my chosen ones will use to the full." 
— Isaiah 65:22.

One of the longest-living trees in Bible lands 
is the olive tree. The tree pictured here is one 
of many thousand-year-old olive trees that still 
thrive in Galilee. When will humans get to live 
so long? The same prophecy explains that it will 
be when God creates "new heavens and a new 
earth."— Isaiah 65:17.

The book of Revelation also prophesies the 
establishment of "a new heaven and a new 
earth"— a new heavenly government and a new 
human society when God "will wipe out every 
tear from their eyes, and death will be no more, 
neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain be 
anymore."— Revelation 21:1, 4.

This divine promise will soon be fulfilled. Then, 
even the days of an olive tree will seem like a 
mere 24-hour day. And we will have ample time 
to enjoy to the full the work of our hands.


