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YOUR RELIGION
A  Ship That Should Never Be Abandoned?

A
 SHIP is in the 

midst of a tem­
pest. The crew, 

who are struggling des­
perately to save their 
vessel, are faced with a 
dramatic decision: either 
to stay aboard or to aban­
don ship and save them­
selves. Did you know that 
this terrifying scenario 
is used as a theological il­
lustration?

Theologians, especial­
ly Catholic scholars, of­
ten compare their church 
to a ship that is weath­
ering a storm. They say 
that this ship, with Jesus or Peter at the 
helm, represents the only means of salva­
tion. The position of the clergy is, ‘Nev­
er abandon the ship. The church has been 
through serious crises before, but it is a 
ship that has weathered all of history’s 
tempests.’ Some say, ‘Why abandon her? 
What alternatives are there? Why not stay 
and help steer her into calmer waters?’

In harmony with this figurative lan­
guage, many people, belonging to all man­
ner of religions, reason, ‘I know that my 
religion is wrong in many things, but I 
hope it will change. I don’t want to aban­
don it. I would like to have a part in help­
ing it overcome its difficulties.’ This kind 
of reasoning may be dictated by sincere

affection for one’s ances­
tral religion or even by 
the fear of “betraying” it.

A case in point is that 
o f Hans Kiing, a well- 
known Catholic dissident 
theologian, who mused: 
“Should I abandon the 
boat during the storm, 
leaving those with whom 
I have sailed until now 
to face the wind, to bail 
the water, and perhaps 
to fight for survival?” He 
replied: “I will not give 
up my e ffe ct iv e n e ss  
within the church.” An­
other alternative would 

be “breaking with this church, because of 
its defection, for the love of higher values, 
and perhaps, to be more authentic Chris­
tians.”—Die Hoffnung hewahren.

But can a person stay aboard the boat of 
his own church in the hope that God, in his 
mercy, will allow all religions an unlimit­
ed period of time to reform? That is a se­
rious question. As indicated by the illus­
tration, hurriedly leaving an endangered 
ship by taking to insecure lifeboats would 
be as dangerous as staying aboard a sink­
ing ship. Is it wise to stay in a church 
at all costs, whatever its condition? What 
prospects of reform do religions today of­
fer? How long will God allow them to work 
against his will?

Chesnot/Sipa Press
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Why Is It Time to Decide?

IN THE 16th century B.C.E., God chose 
the Israelites as his “special property 
out of all other peoples, . . .  a holy na­

tion.” (Exodus 19:5, 6) They soon lost their 
holiness, their religious purity, allowing 
themselves to be contaminated by the idol­
atry and corrupt practices of neighboring 
nations. They thus revealed themselves to 
be “a stiff-necked people.” (Deuteronomy 9: 
6, 13; 10:16; 1 Corinthians 10:7-11) Dur­
ing a period of more than three hundred 
years following the death of Joshua, Jeho­
vah raised up judges, faithful guides who 
should have led the Israelites back to true 
worship. The people, however, “did not re­
frain from their practices and their stub­
born behavior.”—Judges 2:17-19.

After that, God raised up faithful kings 
and prophets to induce the people to return 
to true worship. The prophet Azariah en­
couraged King Asa and his fellow country­
men to search for Jehovah: “If you search 
for him, he will let himself be found by you, 
but if you leave him he will leave you.” Asa 
implemented religious reform in the king­
dom of Judah. (2 Chronicles 15:1-16) Sub­
sequently, God had to renew the invitation 
through his prophet Joel. (Joel 2:12, 13) 
Later still, Zephaniah exhorted the inhab­
itants of Judah to “seek Jehovah.” Young 
king Josiah did so in a campaign of re­
forms to eliminate idolatry and corruption. 
—Zephaniah 2:3; 2 Chronicles 34:3-7.

Despite such episodes of repentance, the 
religious condition of the people was be­
coming more and more critical. (Jeremi­
ah 2:13; 44:4, 5) Jeremiah denounced the 
religious system contaminated with idola­

trous practices, describing it as irreform- 
able: “Can a Cushite change his skin? or 
a leopard its spots? You yourselves would 
also be able to do good, who are persons 
taught to do bad.” (Jeremiah 13:23) For this 
reason, God inflicted a grave punishment 
on the kingdom of Judah. Jerusalem and its 
temple were destroyed in 607 B.C.E., and 
the survivors were deported as slaves to 
Babylon, where they remained for 70 years.

When that period of time was over, God 
showed mercy. He induced King Cyrus to 
free the Israelites, a remnant of whom 
returned to Jerusalem to reconstruct the 
temple. Instead of learning a lesson from 
all of this, they deviated from true worship 
once again, causing Jehovah God to renew 
his invitation: “Return to me, and I will re­
turn to you.”—Malachi 3:7.

Why Israel Was Rejected
What was the religious condition of the 

Israelites in Jesus’ time? The hypocritical 
religious leaders were “blind guides” teach­
ing “commands of men as doctrines.” ‘They 
were overstepping the commandment of 
God because of their tradition.’ The people 
honored God “with their lips,” but their 
heart was far removed from him. (Matthew 
15:3, 4, 8, 9, 14) Were they as a nation to 
receive yet another opportunity to repent? 
No. Jesus said: “The kingdom of God will 
be taken from you and be given to a na­
tion producing its fruits.” He further said: 
“Your house,” the temple in Jerusalem, “is 
abandoned to you.” (Matthew 21:43; 23:38) 
Their error was too great. They rejected 
Jesus as Messiah and had him put to death,
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choosing the oppressive Roman Caesar as 
their king.—Matthew 27:25; John 19:15.

The Israelites did not want to understand 
that the period in which Jesus carried out 
his ministry was a time of judgment. To the 
unfaithful inhabitants of Jerusalem, Jesus 
said: “You did not discern the time of your 
being inspected.”—Luke 19:44.

At Pentecost 33 C.E., God formed a new 
nation, or people, the spirit-anointed disci­
ples of his Son, Jesus Christ, who would be 
chosen out of every race and nation. (Acts 
10:34, 35; 15:14) Was there any hope that 
the Jewish religious system would finally 
be reformed? The Roman legions provided 
the answer in 70 C.E., razing Jerusalem to 
the ground. God had totally rejected that 
religious system.—Luke 21:5, 6.

Christendom’s Great Apostasy
Spirit-anointed Christians also formed 

“a holy nation, a people for special posses­
sion.” (1 Peter 2:9; Galatians 6:16) But not 
even the primitive Christian congregation 
preserved its religious purity for very long.

The Scriptures foretold a great aposta­
sy, or falling away from the true faith. The 
symbolic weeds of Jesus’ parable, that is, 
counterfeit Christians, would try to choke 
out the symbolic wheat, or true Chris­
tians, those anointed with God’s spir­
it. The parable reveals that the spread 
of false Christianity, promoted by God’s 
archenemy, the Devil, was about to be­
gin, “while men were sleeping.” This took 
place after the death of Christ’s faith­
ful apostles, during a period of consequent 
spiritual drowsiness. (Matthew 13:24-30, 
36-43; 2 Thessalonians 2:6-8) As foretold 
by the apostles, many counterfeit Chris­
tians wormed their way into the fold. (Acts 
20:29, 30; 1 Timothy 4:1-3; 2 Timothy 2:

16-18; 2 Peter 2:1-3) John was the last 
of the apostles to die. In about the year 
98 C.E., he wrote that “the last hour,” the 
final part of the apostolic period, had al­
ready commenced.— 1 John 2:18, 19.

With the alliance of religion and politi­
cal power sealed by Roman emperor Con­
stantine, the spiritual, doctrinal, and mor­
al condition of Christendom plummeted. 
Many historians agree that “the triumph 
of the Church during the fourth century” 
was, from the Christian point of view, “a 
disaster.” ‘Christendom lost her high moral 
level’ and accepted many practices and phi­
losophies from paganism, such as “the cult 
of Mary” and the adoration of the “saints,” 
as well as the concept of the Trinity.

After her false triumph, the condition 
of Christendom deteriorated. Decrees and 
doctrinal definitions by popes and coun­
cils, not to mention the Inquisition, Cru­
sades, and “holy” wars between Catholics 
and Protestants, produced an irreformable 
religious system.

In his book A World Lit Only by Fire, 
William Manchester writes: “The popes 
in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 
lived like Roman emperors. They were the 
wealthiest men in the world, and they 
and their cardinals further enriched them­
selves by selling holy offices.” During the 
great apostasy, small groups or single in­
dividuals sought to rediscover true Chris­
tianity, displaying the characteristics of 
the symbolic wheat. They often paid a 
high price. The same book says: “At times 
it seemed that the true saints of Chris­
tianity, Protestant and Catholic alike, had 
become blackened martyrs enveloped in 
flames.” Others, so-called Reformers like 
Martin Luther and John Calvin, managed 
to create enduring religious systems that
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were separate from the Catholic Church 
but that still shared its basic doctrines. 
They were also deeply involved in political 
affairs.

In the Protestant field, efforts were made 
to effect a so-called religious reawaken­
ing. During the 18th and 19th centuries, 
for example, these efforts resulted in vig­
orous foreign missionary activity. However, 
by the admission of the shepherds them­
selves, today the spiritual condition of the 
Protestant flock is far from encouraging. 
The Protestant theologian Oscar Cullmann 
recently admitted that “within the church­
es themselves, there is a crisis of faith.”

Reforms and counterreforms have also 
been promoted within the Catholic Church. 
From the 11th to the 13th century, in the 
face of the widespread corruption and im­
mense wealth of the clergy, monastic or­
ders that strictly followed the vow of pov­
erty were formed. But they were watched 
closely and, according to scholars, were 
suppressed by the ecclesiastical hierar­
chy. Then came the 16th-century Counter- 
Reformation, promoted by the Council of 
Trent and largely directed at combating 
the Protestant Reformation.

In the first half of the 19th century, dur­
ing the period of ecclesiastical restoration, 
the Catholic Church assumed an authori­
tarian and conservative stance. It cannot be 
said, though, that any real reforms were 
made to restore true Christianity. Rather, 
these were mere efforts to consolidate the 
clergy’s authority in the face of world reli­
gious, political, and social change.

More recently, in the 1960’s, it seemed 
that the Catholic Church wanted to launch 
a process of profound change with the ec­
umenical council Vatican II. However, an 
abrupt halt to the so-called conciliar re-
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newal was imposed by the current pope to 
restrain the spirit of progressive members 
of the church. This phase, which some call 
the restoration of Wojtyla, has been de­
fined by one Catholic group as “a new form 
of Constantinism.” As pointed out in the 
Jesuit journal La Civilta Cattolica, the 
Catholic Church, like other religions, is fac­
ing “a radical and global crisis: radical be­
cause it involves the very roots of faith and 
Christian life; global because it involves all 
facets of Christianity.”

Christendom’s religions have not really 
undergone a process of reformation, nor 
could they, since true Christianity was only 
to be restored at the time of the “harvest,” 
with the gathering of the symbolic wheat 
into one pure congregation. (Matthew 13: 
30, 39) The long list of crimes and mis­
deeds perpetrated in the name of religion, 
whether claiming to be Christian or not, 
prompts the question, Is it realistic to ex­
pect true reform from Christendom?

Reform Impossible?
The book of Revelation, or Apocalypse, 

speaks of a symbolic great harlot bearing 
the mysterious name “Babylon the Great.” 
(Revelation 17:1, 5) For centuries Bible 
readers have sought to explain the mystery 
of this symbol. Many were disgusted by the 
wealth and corruption of the clergy. Some 
thought that Babylon the Great repre­
sented the ecclesiastical hierarchy. Among 
them were Jan Hus, a Bohemian Catholic 
priest burned alive in 1415, and Aonio Pa- 
leario, an Italian humanist who was hanged 
and burned in 1570. Both strove without 
success to reform the Catholic Church in 
the hope that it would return to “its prim­
itive dignity.”

In contrast, chapters 17 and 18 of Rev­
elation indicate that Babylon the Great



represents the world empire of all false 
religion.* This composite “great harlot” 
is irreformable because “her sins have 
massed together clear up to heaven.” In 
fact, in this 20th century, virtually all 
religions, not just those of Christendom, 
share responsibility for wars that con­
tinue to spill much blood and for the 
severe moral degradation that afflicts 
mankind. Consequently, God has de­
creed “Babylon’s” destruction.—Reve­
lation 18:5, 8.

salvation to be found? Is there not the dan­
ger of seeking refuge in the wrong place? 
How can the only religion that has God’s 
approval be identified? The only trust­
worthy answers can be found in the Word 
of God. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17) Jehovah’s

I f  your re lig ious ship is sinking, 
turn to the rescue ship o f true C hristian ity

Witnesses invite you to examine the Bible 
more closely. You will be able to understand 
who are the ones that God has chosen as 
“a people for his name,” whom he will pro­
tect during the impending day of his an­
ger.—Acts 15:14; Zephaniah 2:3; Revela­
tion 16:14-16.

Now Is the Time 
to “Get Out of Her”

Fulfillment of Bible prophecies re­
veals that our day corresponds to “the 
conclusion” of this wicked “system of 
things.” (Matthew 24:3) Anyone who 
sincerely wants to worship God cannot 
afford to follow his own ideas and pref­
erences. He must ‘search for Jehovah 
while he may be found,’ yes, right now, 
because the “great tribulation” foretold 
by Jesus is at hand. (Isaiah 55:6; Mat­
thew 24:21) As was true in the case of 
the people of Israel, God will not toler­
ate a religion’s corruption just because 
it boasts of its antiquity. Rather than 
strive to repair a ship that is destined 
to sink, all those who desire God’s ap­
proval and salvation must without de­
lay obey the inspired command of Revela­
tion 18:4: “Get out of [Babylon the Great], 
my people, if you do not want to share with 
her in her sins, and if you do not want to 
receive part of her plagues.”

But “get out” to go where? Where else is

* To identify symbolic Babylon the Great in a 
Scripturally correct way, see chapters 33 to 37 of the 
book Revelation— Its Grand Climax At Hand!, 
published in 1988 by the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society of New York, Inc.
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
The Good News of the Kingdom W ill Be Preached

FOR centuries God's chief enemy, Satan the Dev­
il, has craftily used the political governments and 
false religion in his efforts to impede the spread­
ing of true Christianity. But these methods will fail. 
Jesus foretold that the "good news of the 
kingdom will be preached [not, "might be 
preached" or, "could be preached"] in all the 
inhabited earth for a witness to all the na­
tions."— Matthew 24:14.

Satan's failure has been evident in Greece.
In that land the Greek Orthodox Church has 
attempted to restrict Jehovah's Witnesses 
from preaching the good news of the King­
dom. But, as highlighted by the following 
experience, in due time Bible truths reach 
honesthearted people despite opposition.

Some 30 years ago, a Greek Orthodox 
priest accepted the good news and even ex­
pressed a desire to become one of Jehovah's 
Witnesses. However, his relatives strongly 
opposed this step and pressured him into giv­
ing up his association with the Witnesses. To 
please his family, he continued to pursue his 
career as a priest; yet, he always recognized 
that Jehovah's Witnesses had helped him to learn 
the truth and that he had given it up in exchange 
for a position of prominence in a false religion.

Nonetheless, he sometimes spoke in favor of Je­
hovah's Witnesses when the opportunity arose. 
On several occasions he even admonished peo­
ple that if they wanted to learn Bible truths, they 
should study with the Witnesses. Over the years 
some actually followed his recommendation.

Recently the priest became very ill and realized 
that he might soon die. While in the hospital, he 
summoned his children, and they all gathered at his 
bedside.* He then explained to them that if he died, 
they might meet him again. He spoke to them about 
the Bible's teaching of humans' being resurrected 
by Jehovah to live in a paradise on earth, but if 
they really wanted to see that occur, they had to

*  The Greek Orthodox Church allows its priests to marry.

learn the truth from the Bible and disassociate 
themselves from false religion. He entreated them 
to associate with Jehovah's Witnesses and learn 
from them how to become genuine Christians.

Shortly afterward, the priest died. However, his 
parting counsel to his children reaped good results. 
His daughter, like most of his relatives, had been 
very much opposed to Jehovah's Witnesses and 
their work. But she could not ignore the sincere ap­
peal of her dying father, so she soon got in touch 
with Jehovah's Witnesses and began studying the 
Bible. Recently she herself became a Witness, ded­
icating her life to Jehovah God and symbolizing 
her dedication by water baptism.

In Greece and in over 230 other lands, Jeho­
vah's Witnesses rely on the power of God's holy 
spirit. It is with the full support of holy spirit that 
they share in the fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy: 
"You will receive power when the holy spirit ar­
rives upon you, and you will be witnesses of me 
both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria 
and to the most distant part of the earth."— Acts 
1:8.
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A  GREAT CROWD OF TRUE 
WORSHIPERS—FROM 

WHERE HAVE THEY COME?
“Look! a great crowd, . . . out o f all nations and tribes and peoples and 

tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. ’ — REVELATION 7:9.

TOWARD the end of the first centu­
ry C.E., the apostle John saw visions 
of marvelous events in connection 

with Jehovah’s purpose. Some of the things 
that he saw in vision are being fulfilled 
right now. Others are due to be fulfilled in 
the immediate future. All of these revolve 
around the dramatic culmination of Jeho­
vah’s grand purpose to sanctify his name be­
fore all creation. (Ezekiel 38:23; Revelation 
4:11; 5:13) Moreover, they involve the life 
prospects of each one of us. How is that so?

2 In the fourth of the series of Revela­
tion visions, John saw angels holding back 
winds of destruction until “the slaves of our 
God” are sealed in their foreheads. Then he 
saw a most exciting development—“a great 
crowd, which no man was able to num­
ber, out of all nations and tribes and peo­
ples and tongues,” united in worshiping Je­
hovah and honoring his Son. These, John 
was told, were people who would come out 
of the great tribulation. (Revelation 7:1-17) 
Who are the ones described as “slaves of our 
God”? And who will make up the “great 
crowd” of tribulation survivors? Will you be 
one of them?

1. Why are the prophetic visions in Revelation 
of great interest to us today?
2. (a) What did the apostle John see in his 
fourth vision? (b) What questions regarding this 
vision are we going to consider?

Who Are “the Slaves of Our God”?
3 About four months before his death, Je­

sus spoke of himself as “the fine shepherd” 
and his followers as “sheep” for whom he 
would lay down his life. He made special 
mention of sheep found by him within a fig­
urative sheepfold and thereafter given spe­
cial care by him. (John 10:1-18)* Lovingly, 
Jesus did surrender his soul in behalf of his 
sheep, providing the ransom price that was 
needed in order for them to be freed from 
sin and death.

4 Before doing that, however, Jesus as the 
Fine Shepherd personally gathered disci­
ples. The first ones were introduced to him 
by John the Baptist, the “doorkeeper” of Je­
sus’ illustration. Jesus was looking for peo­
ple who would respond to the opportuni­
ty to become part of the composite ‘seed 
of Abraham.’ (Genesis 22:18; Galatians 3: 
16, 29) He cultivated in their hearts ap­
preciation for the Kingdom of the heavens,

* For a comprehensive, up-to-date discussion of 
the sheepfolds of John chapter 10, see The Watch- 
tower, February 15, 1984, pages 10-20, 31.

3. (a) At John 10:1-18, how did Jesus illustrate 
his relationship to his followers? (b) What did 
Jesus make possible for his sheep by means of 
his sacrificial death?
4. Who are the first ones collected as sheep in 
line with what Jesus here said?
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and he assured them that he was going to 
prepare a place for them in the house of his 
heavenly Father. (Matthew 13:44-46; John 
14:2, 3) Fittingly he said: “From the days of 
John the Baptist until now the kingdom of 
the heavens is the goal toward which men 
press, and those pressing forward are seiz­
ing it.” (Matthew 11:12) These who followed 
him so as to attain that goal proved to be 
within the sheepfold of which Jesus spoke.

5 At Revelation 7:3-8, those who success­
fully press forward toward that heavenly 
goal are also referred to as “the slaves of our 
God.” (See 1 Peter 2:9,16.) Are the 144,000

5. (a) Who are “the slaves of our God” referred 
to at Revelation 7:3-8? (b) What shows that 
many more would join in worship with the spir­
itual Israelites?

there mentioned only nat­
ural Jews? Are those with­
in the figurative sheepfold 
of Jesus’ illustration only 
Jews? Definitely not; they 
are members of the spiritu­
al Israel of God, all of them 
associates with Christ in the 
spiritual seed of Abraham. 
(Galatians 3:28, 29; 6:16; 
Revelation 14:1, 3) The time 
would eventually come, of 
course, when the fixed num­
ber would be filled. Then 
what? As the Bible had fore­
told, others—a great crowd 
of them—would join with 
these spiritual Israelites in 
worshiping Jehovah.—Zech- 
ariah 8:23.

The “Other Sheep”— Are 
They Gentile Christians?

6 A fter m entioning one 
sheepfold at John 10:7-15, 
Jesus brought another group 

into the picture, saying: “I have other 
sheep, which are not of this fold; those also I 
must bring, and they will listen to my voice, 
and they will become one flock, one shep­
herd.” (John 10:16) Who are those “other 
sheep”?

7 Christendom’s commentators generally 
take the view that these other sheep are 
Gentile Christians and that those in the 
sheepfold referred to earlier are Jewish, 
those who were under the Law covenant, 
and that both groups go to heaven. But Je-

6. To what development does John 10:16 point?
7, 8. (a) Why is the idea that the other sheep 
are Gentile Christians built on a wrong premise? 
(b) What facts regarding God’s purpose for the 
earth should have a bearing on our understand­
ing of who the other sheep are?
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sus was born a Jew and was by birth un­
der the Law covenant. (Galatians 4:4) Fur­
thermore, those who view the other sheep 
as Gentile Christians who will be rewarded 
with heavenly life are failing to take into 
account an important aspect of God’s pur­
pose. When Jehovah created the first hu­
mans and put them in the garden of Eden, 
he made it clear that his purpose was that 
the earth be populated, that all of it be a 
paradise, and that its human caretakers en­
joy life forever—on the condition that they 
respect and obey their Creator.—Genesis 1: 
26-28; 2:15-17; Isaiah 45:18.

8 When Adam sinned, Jehovah’s purpose 
was not thwarted. God lovingly made pro­
vision for Adam’s offspring to have the op­
portunity to enjoy what Adam had failed to 
appreciate. Jehovah foretold that he would 
raise up a deliverer, a seed, through whom 
blessings would be made available to all na­
tions. (Genesis 3:15; 22:18) That promise 
did not mean that all good people on earth 
would be taken to heaven. Jesus taught his 
followers to pray: “Let your kingdom come. 
Let your will take place, as in heaven, also 
upon earth.” (Matthew 6:9,10) Not long be­
fore he spoke the illustration recorded at 
John 10:1-16, Jesus had told his disciples 
that it was only to a “little flock” that his 
Father had approved of giving the heaven­
ly Kingdom. (Luke 12:32, 33) So when we 
read Jesus’ illustration of himself as the 
Fine Shepherd who surrenders his soul in 
behalf of his sheep, it would be a mistake 
to exclude from the picture the majority of 
those whom Jesus brings under his loving 
care, the ones who become earthly subjects 
of his heavenly Kingdom.—John 3:16.

9 As early as 1884, the Watch Tower 
identified the other sheep as being people

9. As early as 1884, what did the Bible Students 
understand the identity of the other sheep to be?

who would be given opportunity to live on 
this earth under conditions that would ful­
fill God’s original purpose. Those early Bi­
ble Students realized that some of these 
other sheep would be people who had lived 
and died before Jesus’ earthly ministry. 
There were, however, some details that they 
did not understand correctly. For exam­
ple, they thought that the gathering of the 
other sheep would take place after all the 
anointed ones had received their heaven­
ly reward. Still, they did definitely realize 
that the other sheep were not simply Gen­
tile Christians. The opportunity to become 
one of the other sheep is open to both Jews 
and Gentiles, to people of all nations and 
races.—Compare Acts 10:34, 35.

10 To fit the description given by Jesus, 
the other sheep must be people who, re­
gardless of racial or ethnic background, 
recognize Jesus Christ as the Fine Shep­
herd. What does that include? They must 
manifest meekness and a willingness to be 
led, which qualities are characteristic of 
sheep. (Psalm 37:11) As is true of the little 
flock, they must “know [the fine shepherd’s] 
voice” and not allow themselves to be led off 
by others who may seek to influence them. 
(John 10:4; 2 John 9, 10) They must ap­
preciate the importance of what Jesus did 
in surrendering his soul in behalf of his 
sheep and exercise full faith in that provi­
sion. (Acts 4:12) They must “listen” to the 
voice of the Fine Shepherd when he urges 
them to render sacred service only to Je­
hovah, to keep on seeking first the King­
dom, to keep separate from the world, and 
to show self-sacrificing love for one another. 
(Matthew 4:10; 6:31-33; John 15:12,13, 19) 
Do you fit that description of those whom

10. In order for us to be those whom Jesus real­
ly views as his other sheep, what must be true 
of us?
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Jesus views as his other sheep? Do you want 
to? What a precious relationship opens up 
to all who truly become Jesus’ other sheep!

Respect for Kingdom Authority
11 Several months after he gave the above 

illustration, Jesus was again in Jerusalem. 
When seated on the Mount of Olives over­
looking the temple area, he provided his 
disciples with details of ‘the sign of his 
presence and of the conclusion of the sys­
tem of things.’ (Matthew 24:3) He again 
spoke of the gathering of sheep. Among 
other things, he said: “When the Son of 
man arrives in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit down on his glo­
rious throne. And all the nations will be 
gathered before him, and he will separate 
people one from another, just as a shep­
herd separates the sheep from the goats. 
And he will put the sheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on his left.” In this 
parable, Jesus showed that those thus giv­
en attention by the King would be judged 
on the basis of how they dealt with his 
“brothers.” (Matthew 25:31-46) Who are 
these brothers? They are spirit-begotten 
Christians who are therefore “God’s sons.” 
Jesus is God’s firstborn Son. Hence, they 
are Christ’s brothers. They are “the slaves 
of our God” mentioned at Revelation 7:3, 
the ones chosen from among humankind to 
share with Christ in his heavenly Kingdom. 
—Romans 8:14-17.

12 The way in which other humans deal 
with these heirs of the Kingdom is of vi­
tal importance. Do you view them as Jesus 
Christ does and as Jehovah does? (Matthew 
24:45-47; 2 Thessalonians 2:13) A person’s

11. (a) In the sign of his presence, what did Je­
sus say about the sheep and the goats? (b) Who 
are the brothers to whom Jesus refers?
12. W hy is the way that people deal with 
Christ’s brothers of great importance?

12 THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1995

attitude toward these anointed ones reflects 
his attitude toward Jesus Christ himself 
and toward his Father, the Universal Sov­
ereign.—Matthew 10:40; 25:34-46.

13 In its issue of August 1884, the Watch 
Tower correctly pointed out that the 
“sheep” in this parable are ones who would 
have set before them the prospect of perfect 
life on earth. It was also understood that 
the parable must have application when 
Christ is ruling from his glorious heavenly 
throne. Yet, at that time they did not clear­
ly discern when he would begin the sepa­
rating work there described or how long it 
would last.

14 However, in 1923, in a convention dis­
course, J. F. Rutherford, then president of 
the Watch Tower Society, clarified the time 
for the fulfillment of the parable of the 
sheep and the goats. Why? In part, because 
the parable shows that the King’s broth­
ers—at least some of them—would still be 
on earth. Among humans, only his spirit- 
begotten followers could truly be called his 
brothers. (Hebrews 2:10-12) These would 
not be on earth throughout the Millennium, 
affording opportunity for people to do good 
to them in the ways that Jesus described. 
—Revelation 20:6.

15 In that discourse in 1923, an effort was 
made to identify those who fit the Lord’s 
description of the sheep and of the goats, 
but other matters needed to be understood 
before the full import of the parable would 
be clear. During the following years, Jeho-

13. To what extent did the Bible Students in 
1884 understand the parable of the sheep and 
the goats?
14. How did a convention discourse in 1923 help 
the Bible Students to appreciate when Jesus’ 
prophetic parable was to be fulfilled?
15. (a) What developments helped the Bible 
Students to identify correctly the sheep of Je­
sus’ parable? (b) How have the sheep given evi­
dence of their appreciation for the Kingdom?



vah progressively drew these important de­
tails to the attention of his servants. These 
included clearly understanding, in 1927, 
that “the faithful and discreet slave” is the 
entire body of spirit-anointed Christians on 
earth; also appreciating, in 1932, the need 
to identify oneself fearlessly with Jeho­
vah’s anointed servants, as Jonadab did 
with Jehu. (Matthew 24:45; 2 Kings 10: 
15) At that time, on the basis of Revela­
tion 22:17, these sheeplike ones were spe­
cifically encouraged to share in taking the 
Kingdom message to others. Their appre­
ciation for the Messianic Kingdom would 
move them not merely to extend human­
itarian kindness to the Lord’s anointed 
ones but to dedicate their lives to Jeho­
vah through Christ and to become closely 
associated with his anointed ones, sharing 
zealously in the work that they are doing. 
Are you doing that? To those who do, the 
King will say: “Come, you who have been 
blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the founding of the 
world.” Before them will be the grand pros­
pect of everlasting life in perfection in the 
earthly realm of the Kingdom.—Matthew 
25:34, 46.

The “Great Crowd”
— Where Are They Going?

16 For a time Jehovah’s servants believed 
that the great multitude (or, great crowd) 
of Revelation 7:9,10 was different from the 
other sheep of John 10:16 and the sheep of 
Matthew 25:33. Because the Bible says that 
they are “standing before the throne,” it 
was thought that they would be in heaven, 
not on thrones, ruling as joint heirs with 
Christ, but in a secondary place in front of

16. (a) What misconceptions did the early Bi­
ble Students have regarding the identity of the 
great multitude, or great crowd, of Revelation 
7:9? (b) When and on what basis was their view 
corrected?

the throne. They were viewed as less faith­
ful Christians, ones who did not show a spir­
it of true self-sacrifice. In 1935 that view 
was corrected.* An examination of Revela­
tion 7:9 in the light of texts such as Mat­
thew 25:31, 32 made it clear that people 
here on earth could be “before the throne.” 
Also it was pointed out that God does not 
have two standards of faithfulness. All who 
would have his approval must maintain in­
tegrity to him.—Matthew 22:37, 38; Luke 
16:10.

17 For many years Jehovah’s people had 
talked about God’s promises regarding the 
earth. Because of what they expected to 
occur back in the 1920’s, they proclaimed 
that “Millions Now Living Will Never Die.” 
But there were not millions who embraced

* The Watchtower, August 1 and 15, 1935.

17, 18. (a) What accounts for the great in­
crease, since 1935, in the number of those look­
ing forward to eternal life on earth? (b) In what 
vital work are those of the great crowd zealous­
ly sharing?

What Is Your Comment?
□  Why is the vision in Revelation 

chapter 7 of special interest?

□  Why are the other sheep of John 
10:16 not limited to Gentile Chris­
tians?

□  What must be true of those who fit 
the Bible's description of the other 
sheep?

□  How does the parable of the sheep 
and the goats highlight respect for 
Kingdom authority?

□  What shows when Jehovah's time 
came to gather the great crowd of 
Revelation 7:9?
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God’s provisions for life at that time. In 
the majority who did accept the truth, holy 
spirit engendered the hope of heavenly life. 
Especially after 1935, however, a marked 
change took place. It was not that The 
Watchtower had ignored the hope of eter­
nal life on earth. For decades Jehovah’s ser­
vants had talked about this and had looked 
for those who fit the Bible’s description. In 
Jehovah’s due time, though, he saw to it 
that these manifested themselves.

18 The available records show that for 
many years most Memorial attenders par­
took of the emblems. But within 25 years 
after 1935, the attendance at the annual

Memorial of Christ’s death soared to over 
one hundred times the number of those who 
were partaking. Who were these others? 
Prospective members of the great crowd. 
Clearly, Jehovah’s time had come to gath­
er them and to prepare them for surviv­
ing the great tribulation just ahead. As 
foretold, they have come “out of all nations 
and tribes and peoples and tongues.” (Rev­
elation 7:9) They are zealously sharing in 
the work that Jesus foretold when he said: 
“This good news of the kingdom will be 
preached in all the inhabited earth for a 
witness to all the nations; and then the end 
will come.”—Matthew 24:14.

______ A  GREAT CROWD
RENDERING SACRED SERVICE

“They are rendering him sacred service day and night in his temple. ”
— REVELATION 7:15.

ON May 31, 1935, there was great 
joy among the delegates at a con­
vention of Jehovah’s Witnesses in 

Washington, D.C. There, for the first time, 
the great multitude (or, great crowd) of 
Revelation 7:9 was clearly identified in har­
mony with the rest of the Bible and in ac­
cord with events that had already begun to 
unfold.

2 About six weeks earlier, at the celebra-

1. What milestone of spiritual understanding 
was reached in 1935?
2. What indicated that a growing number had 
realized that God had not called them to heav­
enly life?

tion of the Lord’s Evening Meal in congre­
gations of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 10,681 of 
those present (about 1 out of 6) had not par­
taken of the emblematic bread and wine, 
and 3,688 of these were active proclaim­
e d  of God’s Kingdom. Why did they re­
frain from partaking of the emblems? Be­
cause on the basis of what they had learned 
from the Bible, they realized that God had 
not called them to heavenly life but that 
they could share in Jehovah’s loving provi­
sions in another way. So at that convention, 
when the speaker asked: “Will all those 
who have the hope of living forever on the
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earth please stand,” what happened? Thou­
sands rose to their feet, followed by pro­
longed cheering on the part of the audi­
ence.

3 What the delegates learned at that con­
vention gave fresh impetus to their minis­
try. They came to appreciate that be­
fore the end of the old system, not just 
a few thousand but a great multitude of 
people would be given the opportunity to 
come within Jehovah’s arrangement for the 
preservation of life, with a view to liv­
ing forever on a paradise earth. What a 
heartwarming message was there present­
ed to lovers of truth! Jehovah’s Witness­
es realized that there was a great work to 
be done—a joyous work. Years later, John 
Booth, who became a member of the Gov­
erning Body, recalled: “That assembly gave 
us much to rejoice over.”

4 During the years that followed, the 
number of Jehovah’s Witnesses increased 
dramatically. In spite of the often vio­
lent persecution heaped upon them during 
World War II, their numbers nearly tri­
pled within a decade. And the 56,153 pub­
lishers who had been giving a public wit­
ness in 1935 increased, by 1994, to over 
4,900,000 Kingdom proclaimers located in 
more than 230 lands. The vast majority of 
these look forward with eager anticipation 
to being included among those whom Jeho­
vah favors with perfection of life on a par­
adise earth. Compared with the little flock, 
they truly have become a great crowd. They 
are not people who say they have faith and 
yet do not demonstrate it. (James 1:22; 2:

3. Why did the identifying of the great multi­
tude give fresh impetus to the field ministry, 
and how did the Witnesses feel about this?
4. (a) To what extent has there actually been a 
gathering of the great crowd since 1935? (b) In 
what way are those of the great crowd giving ev­
idence that theirs is a living faith?

14-17) All of them share with others the 
good news about God’s Kingdom. Are you 
one of that happy throng? Being an active 
Witness is an important identifying mark, 
but more is involved.

“Standing Before the Throne”
5 In the vision given to the apostle John, 

he saw them “standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb.” (Revelation 7:9) 
Their standing before the throne of God, 
as described in this context, indicates that 
they give full recognition to Jehovah’s sov­
ereignty. This includes much. For example: 
(1) They acknowledge Jehovah’s right to 
decide for his servants what is good and 
what is bad. (Genesis 2:16, 17; Isaiah 5: 
20, 21) (2) They listen to Jehovah as he 
speaks to them through his Word. (Deu­
teronomy 6:1-3; 2 Peter 1:19-21) (3) They 
appreciate the importance of submitting to 
those whom Jehovah has entrusted with 
oversight. (1 Corinthians 11:3; Ephesians 5: 
22, 23; 6:1-3; Hebrews 13:17) (4) Though 
imperfect, they earnestly endeavor to re­
spond to theocratic direction, not grudg­
ingly, but readily, from the heart. (Proverbs 
3:1; James 3:17, 18) They are before the 
throne to render sacred service to Jehovah, 
whom they profoundly respect and deeply 
love. In the case of this great crowd, their 
“standing” before the throne indicates the 
approval of the One seated on the throne. 
(Compare Revelation 6:16,17.) Approval on 
what basis?

“Dressed in White Robes”
6 The apostle John’s description of what

5. What is indicated by the fact that the great 
crowd are “standing before the throne”?
6. (a) What is meant by the great crowd’s being 
“dressed in white robes”? (b) How do the great 
crowd gain a righteous standing before Jehovah? 
(c) To what extent does faith in Christ’s shed 
blood influence the lives of the great crowd?
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he saw says that the members of this great 
crowd are “dressed in white robes.” Those 
white robes symbolize their clean, righ­
teous standing before Jehovah. How did 
they gain such a standing? We have already 
observed that in John’s vision they were 
standing “before the Lamb.” They recog­
nize Jesus Christ as “the Lamb of God that 
takes away the sin of the world.” (John 
1:29) John heard one of the elders who, in 
the vision, was present at God’s throne ex­
plain: “They have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
That is why they are before the throne 
of God.” (Revelation 7:14, 15) Figuratively, 
they have washed their garments by exer­
cising faith in Christ’s redeeming blood. 
They do not give mere mental assent to 
the Bible’s teaching about the ransom. Ap­
preciation for it affects the sort of person 
they are inside; thus, it is “with the heart” 
that they exercise faith. (Romans 10:9, 10) 
This has a far-reaching effect on what they 
do with their lives. In faith, they dedi­
cate themselves to Jehovah on the basis of 
Christ’s sacrifice, symbolize that dedication 
by water immersion, truly live in harmo­
ny with their dedication, and thus come to 
enjoy an approved relationship with God. 
What a fine privilege—one to be carefully 
safeguarded!—2 Corinthians 5:14, 15.

7 With loving concern for their lasting 
welfare, Jehovah’s organization has repeat­
edly pointed out attitudes and conduct that 
could spot, or defile, one’s garments of 
identification so that, in spite of outward 
professions, the person would not really fit 
the prophetic description at Revelation 7: 
9, 10. (1 Peter 1:15, 16) Reinforcing what 
had been published earlier, Watch- 
tower, in 1941 and thereafter, repeatedly

7, 8. How has Jehovah’s organization helped the 
great crowd to keep their garments undefiled?

showed that it would be grossly improper 
to preach to others and then, in off-hours, 
to engage in such conduct as fornication 
or adultery. (1 Thessalonians 4:3; Hebrews 
13:4) In 1947 it was emphasized that Jeho­
vah’s Christian marriage standards apply 
in all lands; regardless of what local cus­
tom might approve, those who continued to 
practice polygamy could not be Witnesses 
of Jehovah.—Matthew 19:4-6; Titus 1:5, 6.

8 In 1973, Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide 
were shown that all of them must refrain 
from having anything to do with undeni­
ably defiling practices, such as misuse of to­
bacco, no matter where they might be—not

16 Th e  w a t c h t o w e r — February  i ,  1995



Their sacred service reflects regularity, 
diligence, and earnest e ffo rt

only in the Kingdom Hall or in the field ser­
vice but also at secular work or in some se­
cluded spot out of public view. (2 Corin­
thians 7:1) In 1987 at district conventions 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian youths 
were strongly counseled that in order to 
maintain a clean standing before God, 
they must guard against leading a double 
life. (Psalm 26:1, 4) Again and again, The 
Watchtower has warned against various 
aspects of the spirit of the world because

“the form of worship that is clean and un­
defiled from the standpoint of our God and 
Father” includes keeping oneself “without 
spot from the world.”—James 1:27.

9 It is those whose faith moves them to 
live in such a way as to remain spiritually 
and morally clean who will still be “stand­
ing before the throne” as approved servants 
of God after the coming great tribulation. 
These are people who not only make a start 
in Christian living but loyally persevere in 
it.—Ephesians 4:24.

“Palm Branches in Their Hands”
10 Among the outstanding features of 

the great crowd, as observed by the apos­
tle John, is that “there were palm branch­
es in their hands.” Of what significance 
is that? No doubt those palm branches re­
minded John of the Jewish festival of tab­
ernacles, the most joyful festival on the 
Hebrew calendar, held following the sum­
mer harvest. In harmony with the Law, 
palm fronds, along with the branches of 
other trees, were used to make booths in 
which to dwell during the festival. (Leviti­
cus 23:39-40; Nehemiah 8:14-18) They were 
also waved by the worshipers at the temple 
during the singing of the Hallel (Psalms 
113-118). The waving of palm branches 
by the great crowd doubtless also remind­
ed John of the occasion when Jesus rode 
into Jerusalem while a crowd of worshipers 
joyfully waved palm branches and shout­
ed: “Blessed is he that comes in Jehovah’s 
name, even the king of Israel!” (John 12: 
12, 13) So the waving of palm branches in­
dicates that the great crowd joyfully hail 
Jehovah’s Kingdom and his anointed King.

9. Who will actually stand approved before 
God’s throne after the great tribulation?
10. Of what significance are the palm branches 
that were seen by John in the hands of the great 
crowd?
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11 It is such a spirit of joy that the great 
crowd manifest even now as they serve Je­
hovah. This does not mean that they face 
no hardships or that they experience no 
grief or pain. But the satisfaction that 
comes from serving and pleasing Jehovah 
helps to offset those things. Thus, a mis­
sionary who served with her husband for 45 
years in Guatemala told about the primi­
tive conditions that surrounded them, the 
hard work and hazardous travel that was 
part of life as they reached out to the In­
dian villages with the Kingdom message. 
She concluded: “It was the time of our lives 
when we were supremely happy.” Though 
she was feeling the effects of advanced age 
and illness, among the last entries in her 
diary were the words: “It was a good life, 
so rewarding.” Earth wide, Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses feel the same about their ministry.

“Sacred Service Day and Night”
12 These joyful worshipers render to Je­

hovah “sacred service day and night in 
his temple.” (Revelation 7:15) Around the 
globe, millions are sharing in this sacred 
service. When it is nighttime in some lands 
and people are asleep there, in other lands 
the sun is up and Jehovah’s Witnesses are 
busy witnessing. As the globe turns, con­
stantly, day and night, they are singing Je­
hovah’s praises. (Psalm 86:9) But the day- 
and-night service referred to at Revelation 
7:15 is even more personal.

13 Individuals who make up the great 
crowd render sacred service day and night. 
Does this mean that everything that they 
do is viewed as sacred service? It is true 
that no matter what they are doing, they

11. Why do servants of God truly find joy in 
serving Jehovah?
12. Whether during the day or at night, what 
does Jehovah observe here on earth?
13. How do the Scriptures indicate what is 
meant by serving “day and night”?

learn to do it in a way that honors Jehovah. 
(1 Corinthians 10:31; Colossians 3:23) How­
ever, “sacred service” applies only to what 
directly involves one’s worship of God. En­
gaging in an activity “day and night” im­
plies regularity or consistency as well as 
earnest effort.—Compare Joshua 1:8; Luke 
2:37; Acts 20:31; 2 Thessalonians 3:8.

14 As they serve in the earthly court­
yard of Jehovah’s great spiritual temple, 
those who make up the great crowd endeav­
or to share regularly and consistently in 
the field ministry. Many have made it their 
goal to have some part in the field min­
istry every week. Others exert themselves 
as regular pioneers or auxiliary pioneers. 
Often these are busy witnessing on the 
streets and in shops early in the morning. 
To accommodate interested ones, some W it­
nesses conduct Bible studies late at night. 
They witness when shopping, when trav­
eling, during lunch periods, and by tele­
phone.

15 Sharing in congregation meetings is 
also part of our sacred service; so is the work 
involved in building and caring for places of 
Christian assembly. Efforts put forth to en­
courage and help one’s Christian brothers 
and sisters, spiritually and materially, to 
keep alive in Jehovah’s service are included. 
This includes the work of our Hospital Liai­
son Committees. Bethel service in all its 
various forms, as well as volunteer service 
at our conventions, is all sacred service. Tru­
ly, when our lives revolve around our rela­
tionship with Jehovah, they are filled with 
sacred service. As the scripture says, Jeho­
vah’s people render “sacred service day and 
night,” and they find great joy in doing so. 
—Acts 20:35; 1 Timothy 1:11.

14. What would make our personal field service 
fit the description of “day and night” service?
15. Apart from the field ministry, what is in­
cluded in our sacred service?
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‘Out Of All Nations,
Tribes, Peoples, and Tongues’

16 Out of all nations, those of the great 
crowd are coming. God is not partial, and 
the ransom provision made through Je­
sus Christ is ample to cover all of them. 
When the great crowd was first Scriptur- 
ally identified in 1935, Jehovah’s Witness­
es were active in 115 lands. By the 1990’s, 
the search for sheeplike ones had reached 
out into more than twice as many lands. 
-M a rk  13:10.

17 In locating prospective members of the 
great crowd, Jehovah’s Witnesses have giv­
en attention not only to national groups but 
also to the tribes and peoples and language 
groups within those nations. In order to 
reach these people, the Witnesses publish 
Bible literature in over 300 languages. This 
involves training and maintaining teams 
of qualified translators, providing comput­
er equipment able to process all these lan­
guages, as well as doing the actual print­
ing. During just the past five years, 36 
languages, spoken by some 98,000,000 peo­
ple, have been added to the list. In addition, 
the Witnesses endeavor to call personally 
on these people to help them to understand 
God’s Word.—Matthew 28:19, 20.

“Out Of the Great Tribulation”
18 When the angels release the winds of 

destruction referred to at Revelation 7:1, 
not only will the anointed “slaves of our 
God” experience the loving protection of 
Jehovah but so will the great crowd who 
have joined them in true worship. As the

16. How is it proving true that the great crowd 
come “out of all nations”?
17. What is being done to help people of all 
‘tribes, peoples, and tongues’ to be included in 
the great crowd?
18. (a) When the great tribulation breaks out, 
who will be safeguarded? (b) What happy proc­
lamations will then be made?

apostle John was told, those of the great 
crowd will “come out of the great tribula­
tion” as survivors. What a shout of grati­
tude and praise they will give then as they 
declare: “Salvation we owe to our God, who 
is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb”! 
And all of the loyal servants of God in the 
heavens will add their voices in declaring: 
“Amen! The blessing and the glory and the 
wisdom and the thanksgiving and the hon­
or and the power and the strength be to our 
God forever and ever. Amen.”—Revelation 
7:10-14.

19 What a happy time that will be! All 
who live will be servants of the only true 
God! The greatest joy of all of these will 
be in serving Jehovah. There will be much 
work to be done—joyful work! Earth is to 
be transformed into Paradise. Thousands of 
millions of the dead are to be resurrect­
ed and then educated in Jehovah’s ways. 
What a joyful privilege it will be to share 
in it!

19. In what joyful activity will the survivors be 
eager to share?

What Is Your Comment?
□  What effect did events in 1935 have 

on the field ministry of Jehovah's 
Witnesses?

□  What is indicated by the fact that 
the great crowd are shown "stand­
ing before the throne"?

□  How should appreciation for the 
blood of the Lamb affect lives?

□  What is signified by their waving of 
palm branches?

□  How do the great crowd render 
sacred service day and night?
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“Sin c e  w e  h a v e  t h is
M IN ISTRY...,W E DO  

NOT GIVE UP”
AS TOLD BY RONALD TAYLOR

In the summer o f  1963,1 found myself fighting for my life.
W hile I was wading along the shore, I stepped into a treacherous hollow 

and was suddenly thrown into very deep water. A  nonswimmer, I was 
at the point o f  drowning just a few yards from the shore. I had already 

gone under three times and had gulped down large quantities o f  seawater 
when a friend noticed my plight and dragged me to the shore. 

Thanks to prompt artificial respiration, I survived.

THIS was not the first time that I came 
to appreciate the importance of nev­
er giving up—even though things 

look hopeless. From an early age, I had to 
fight for my spiritual life.

It was during the dark days of the second 
world war that I first came into contact with 
Christian truth. I was one of the thousands 
of children who were evacuated from Lon­
don to escape the dangers of the bombing 
raids. Since I was only 12 years old, the war 
did not really mean much to me; it was al­
most like an adventure.

An elderly couple in Weston-super-Mare, 
southwest England, looked after me. Soon 
after I arrived at the couple’s home, some 
pioneer ministers began visiting us. It was 
the Hargreaves family; all four of them 
—Reg, Mabs, Pamela, and Valeri—were 
special pioneers. My foster parents accept­
ed the truth, and after studying the book 
The Harp of God, I also made the decision

to serve Jehovah. Just six weeks later, I was 
invited to share in the preaching work.

I can still remember that first day out in 
field service. Without further ado, I was 
given some booklets and told: “You work 
down that side of the street.” And that was 
how I passed my first day of preaching. At 
that time, we often preached by using pho­
nograph records containing powerful ser­
mons. My happiest moments were when I 
could carry the phonograph from house to 
house and play recorded lectures. I consid­
ered it a real privilege to be used in that 
way.

I did quite a lot of witnessing at school, 
and I remember placing a set of books on 
Bible themes with the headmaster. At the 
age of 13,1 was baptized at a nearby assem­
bly in Bath. Another wartime convention I 
will never forget was the one held in Leices­
ter in 1941 at the De Montfort Hall. I went 
up to the platform to receive my copy of the
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book Children, which contained a personal 
message from Brother Rutherford, who was 
then president of the Watch Tower Society. 
The stirring talk given to all the young ones 
present reinforced my desire to serve Jeho­
vah forever.

Thus I spent two happy years growing 
up in the truth with my foster parents. 
But at the age of 14, I had to return to 
London and begin working for my living. 
Although I was reunited with my family, 
I now had to stand on my own feet spiri­
tually, since no one at home shared my be­
liefs. Jehovah soon provided the help that 
I needed. Just three weeks after my arriv­
al in London, a brother called at my home 
to ask for my father’s permission to take 
me to the local Kingdom Hall. The broth­
er was John Barr, who is now a mem­
ber of the Governing Body of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. He became one of my spiritual 
“fathers” during those critical teen years. 
—Matthew 19:29.

I began attending the Paddington Con­
gregation, which met in Craven Terrace 
alongside the London Bethel Home. Since 
I was a spiritual orphan, an elderly anoint­
ed brother, “Pop” Humphreys, was as­
signed to take a special interest in me. It 
was certainly a great blessing to be able to 
associate with the many anointed brothers 
and sisters who served in that congrega­
tion. Those of us who had the earthly hope 
—called Jonadabs—were in the minority. 
In fact, I was the only “Jonadab” in the 
Congregation Book Study that I attended. 
Although I did not have much association 
with ones my own age, that precious fel­
lowship with mature brothers taught me 
many useful lessons. Perhaps the most im­
portant one was that of never abandoning 
Jehovah’s service.

In those days, we used to dedicate the

whole weekend to the preaching activity. 
I was assigned to take care of the “sound 
car,” which was really a tricycle fitted out 
to hold sound equipment and a car bat­
tery. Every Saturday, I set out on the tri­
cycle and went to different street corners, 
where we put on some music and then 
played one of Brother Rutherford’s talks. 
Saturdays were also used for doing street 
work with our magazine bags. Sundays we 
devoted to house-to-house work, offering 
booklets and bound books.

My association with zealous older broth­
ers kindled in me the desire to pioneer. 
This desire was strengthened when I lis­
tened to pioneer talks at the district con­
ventions. One convention that had a pro­
found effect on my life was the one held at 
Earl’s Court, London, in 1947. Two months 
later, I enrolled in the pioneer service, 
and I have striven to maintain the pio­
neer spirit ever since. The joy I derived 
from conducting progressive Bible studies 
served to reaffirm that this was the right 
decision.

A Spanish Bride and 
a Spanish Assignment

In the year 1957, while still pioneering 
with the Paddington Congregation, I met a 
lovely Spanish sister named Rafaela. After 
a few months, we got married. Our goal 
was to pioneer together, but first we went 
to Madrid so that I could meet Rafaela’s 
parents. It was a visit that changed my 
life. While we were in Madrid, Brother Ray 
Dusinberre, the branch overseer of Spain, 
asked me if we would consider serving in 
Spain, where there was an enormous need 
for experienced brothers.

How could we refuse such an invitation? 
Thus, in 1958 we began our full-time ser­
vice together in Spain. At that time the

THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1995 21



country was under Franco’s rule, and our 
activity was not legally recognized, which 
made the preaching work very difficult. 
Furthermore, I had to struggle with the 
Spanish language for the first couple of 
years. Once again, it was a case of not giv­
ing up, even though I wept on more than 
one occasion as a result of sheer frustration 
at not being able to communicate with the 
brothers in the congregation.

The need for overseers was so great that 
even though I could hardly speak any Span­
ish, within a month I was looking after a 
small group. Because of the clandestine na­
ture of our work, we were organized into 
small groups comprising from 15 to 20 pub­
lishers, which functioned more or less like 
small congregations. At first, it was nerve- 
racking to conduct the meetings, since I 
could not always understand the answers 
from the audience. However, my wife sat at 
the back, and if she noticed I was confused, 
she would give me a discreet nod to confirm 
that the answer was correct.

I do not have a natural gift for languages, 
and more than once I felt like returning to 
England, where I could do everything much 
more easily. Nevertheless, from the outset, 
the love and friendship of our dear Spanish 
brothers and sisters compensated for my 
frustrations with the language. And Jeho­
vah blessed me with special privileges that 
made all of it seem worthwhile. In 1958, I 
was invited to attend the international con­
vention in New York as a delegate from 
Spain. Then in 1962, I received invaluable 
training at the Kingdom Ministry School 
organized for us in Tangier, Morocco.

Another problem I faced, apart from the 
language, was the constant concern over be­
ing picked up by the police. As a foreigner, 
I knew that being arrested would mean au­
tomatic deportation. To minimize the risk,

we worked in pairs. While one was wit­
nessing, the other would be listening for 
any signs of danger. After visiting one or 
two doors, often at the top of an apart­
ment building, we would go two or three 
blocks away and call at another two or three 
homes. We used the Bible extensively, and 
we carried only a few booklets tucked away 
in our overcoats to offer to interested per­
sons.

After a year in Madrid, we were as­
signed to Vigo, a large city in northwest 
Spain, where there were no Witnesses at 
all. For the first month or so, the Soci­
ety recommended that my wife do most of 
the witnessing—to give the impression we 
were visiting as tourists. Despite the low- 
profile approach, our preaching attracted 
attention. Within a month Catholic priests 
began denouncing us over the radio. They 
warned their parishioners that a married 
couple were going from house to house talk­
ing about the Bible—almost an outlawed 
book at that time. The “wanted couple” con­
sisted of a foreigner and his Spanish wife, 
who did almost all the talking!

The priests decreed that merely speak­
ing to this dangerous couple was a sin 
that would be pardoned only if it was im­
mediately confessed to a priest. And sure 
enough, at the close of an enjoyable conver­
sation we had with one lady, she told us apol­
ogetically that she would have to go and con­
fess. When we left her house, we saw her 
hurrying off toward the church.

Expulsion
Just two months after our arrival in 

Vigo, the police pounced. The policeman 
who arrested us was sympathetic and did 
not handcuff us for the trip to the police sta­
tion. At the station, we saw a familiar face, 
a typist to whom we had witnessed recent­
ly. She was clearly embarrassed to see us
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treated like criminals and hastened to as­
sure us that she had not incriminated us. 
Nevertheless, we were accused of endanger­
ing the “spiritual unity of Spain,” and six 
weeks later we were deported.

It was a setback, but we had no intention 
of giving up. There was still much work to 
do on the Iberian Peninsula. After three 
months in Tangier, we were assigned to Gi­
braltar—another virgin territory. As the 
apostle Paul says, if we value our ministry, 
we will keep going and will be rewarded. 
(2 Corinthians 4:1, 7, 8) This proved to be 
true in our case. At the very first home we 
visited in Gibraltar, we began a Bible study 
with an entire family. Before long, we were 
conducting 17 studies each. Many of the in­
dividuals we studied with became Witness­
es, and in two years there was a congrega­
tion of 25 publishers.

But, as in Vigo, the clergy began to 
campaign against us. The Anglican bish­
op of Gibraltar warned the chief of po­
lice that we were “undesirables,” and his

lobbying eventually brought 
results. In January 1962 we 
were expelled from Gibral­
tar. W here would we go 
next? The need was still 
great in Spain, so back we 
went, hoping that our previ­
ous police record would by 
now have been filed away.

The sunny city of Seville 
was our new home. There we 
had the joy of working close­
ly with another pioneer cou­
ple, Ray and Pat Kirkup. Al­
though Seville was a city of 
half a million inhabitants, 
there were only 21 publish­
ers, so there was much work 
to do. Now there are 15 con­

gregations with 1,500 publishers. A year 
later we had a pleasant surprise; we were 
invited to serve in the traveling work in the 
Barcelona area.

Circuit work in a country where our 
work was not legally recognized was some­
what different. Each week we visited small 
groups, the majority of which had very 
few capable brothers. These hardworking 
brothers needed all the training and sup­
port that we could give them. We loved 
this assignment! After having spent several 
years in areas where there were few if any 
Witnesses, we were delighted to be visit­
ing so many different brothers and sisters. 
Furthermore, the preaching work in Barce­
lona was easier, and many people wanted to 
study the Bible.

Fighting Depression
Just six months later, however, my life 

changed dramatically. Our first holiday at 
the seaside nearly became a tragedy when 
I had the accident described earlier. Phys­
ically I recovered quite quickly from the
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shock of nearly drowning, yet the incident 
left an indelible mark on my nervous sys­
tem.

For a few months, I struggled to contin­
ue in the circuit work, but I finally had to re­
turn to England to get medical treatment. 
After two years I recovered sufficiently to 
enable us to return to Spain, where we took 
up the circuit work once more. Neverthe­
less, it was only for a short time. My wife’s 
parents became seriously ill, and we left 
full-time service in order to care for them.

Life became more difficult when, in 1968, 
I suffered a complete nervous breakdown. 
There were times when Rafaela and I both 
thought I would never recover. It was as if 
I were drowning again, but in a different 
way! Apart from causing me to be over­
whelmed by negative feelings, the depres­
sion robbed me of all my strength. I suf­
fered from bouts of extreme exhaustion, 
which forced me to rest almost constantly. 
At the time not all the brothers understood 
this sort of problem; of course I knew that 
Jehovah did. It has been a great satisfaction 
to me to read the wonderful articles in the 
Watchtower and Awake! magazines that 
have been very understanding and helpful 
for those who are depressed.

Throughout this difficult time, my wife 
was a constant source of encouragement. 
Coping with problems together really does 
strengthen the marriage bond. Rafaela’s 
parents died, and after 12 years, my health 
improved to the extent that we felt we could 
return to full-time service. In 1981, to our 
surprise and delight, we were again invited 
to serve in the circuit work.

Enormous theocratic changes had taken 
place in Spain since our previous experi­
ence in the traveling ministry. The preach­
ing was now free, so I had to bring myself 
up-to-date. Nevertheless, serving as a cir-
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cuit overseer once more was a great privi­
lege. Our having pioneered despite difficult 
circumstances enabled us to encourage pio­
neers who were having problems. And fre­
quently we were able to help others join the 
pioneer ranks.

After 11 years of traveling work in Ma­
drid and Barcelona, once again our failing 
health made it necessary to change assign­
ments. We were assigned as special pio­
neers to the city of Salamanca, where I 
could be useful as an elder. The brothers in 
Salamanca made us feel at home right away. 
A year later another crisis would put our 
endurance to the test.

Rafaela became inexplicably very ane­
mic, and tests revealed that she had cancer

Meeting under ban in Spain (1 9 6 9 )



of the colon. Now I had to be the strong one 
and give my wife all the support I could. 
Our first reaction was disbelief, followed by 
fear. Would Rafaela come through this? At 
moments like these, complete trust in Jeho­
vah is what helps us continue. I am happy

to say that Rafaela had a successful opera­
tion, and we hope that the cancer will not 
recur.

Although we have had our ups and downs 
during the 36 years we have spent in Spain, 
it has been heartwarming to live through 

this time of spiritual growth. We 
have seen the small band of some 
800 publishers in 1958 grow to an 
army of over 100,000 publishers 
today. Our difficulties have been 
eclipsed by our many joys—help­
ing others accept the truth and 
mature spiritually, working to­
gether as husband and wife, and 
feeling that we have used our 
lives in the best possible way.

Paul says in his second let­
ter to the Corinthians: “Since we 
have this ministry according to 
the mercy that was shown us, 
we do not give up.” (2 Corinthi­
ans 4:1) Looking back, I believe 
there were several factors in my 
life that prevented me from giv­

ing up. The example of faithful anointed 
brothers who took an interest in me during 
my formative years provided a fine founda­
tion. Having a mate who shares the same 
spiritual goals is a wonderful help; when I 
was feeling down, Rafaela would lift me up, 
and I have done the same for her. A sense 
of humor is also a great asset. Being able 
to laugh with the brothers—and laugh at 
ourselves—somehow makes problems seem 
less overwhelming.

But above all, endurance in the face of 
trials requires Jehovah’s strength. I always 
remember Paul’s words: “For all things I 
have the strength by virtue of him who im­
parts power to me.” With Jehovah on our 
side, there is no need for us ever to give up. 
—Philippians 4:13.
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Whose fault is it?
Financial Hardship

“It’s not my fault—it ’s the economy, 
crooked business people, the high cost 
of living,” some may say when they find 
themselves in deep financial trouble. But 
are these factors really to blame? Perhaps

when she said: “The ser­
pent—it deceived me 
and so I ate.”—Genesis 3:
12, 13.

Thus the stage was set 
in the garden of Eden 
for humans’ refusing to 
accept responsibility for 
their own actions. Have 
you ever been guilty of 
th is? W hen problem s 
come up, do you quickly 
blame others? Or do you 
analyze the situation to 
see whose fault it real­
ly is? In daily life, it is 
so easy to fall into the 
trap of blaming others 
for our mistakes and to 
say, “It is not my fault!”
Let us look at common 
situations and see what 
some people tend to do.
More important, reflect 
on what you would 
do under the same 
circumstances.

T3E first man, Adam, started the trend. 
After he sinned he said to God: “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, 

she gave me fruit from the tree and so I 
ate.” In effect, he was saying: “It is not my 
fault!” The first woman, Eve, did the same
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uncertain conditions led them into ques­
tionable or speculative business ventures. 
Sometimes greed overshadows objectivity, 
and people find themselves swimming in 
unknown waters, becoming easy prey for 
the sharks. They forget the adage, “If it 
looks too good to be true, it usually is.” 
They shop for advice that they want to 
hear, but when economic hardship raises its 
ugly head, they look for someone else to 
blame. This, unfortunately, at times occurs 
even in the Christian congregation.

Some have been caught up in unwise or 
even phony investment schemes, such as 
buying diamonds that did not exist, financ­
ing hit television programs that quickly 
fizzled, or supporting real-estate develop­
ments that went bankrupt. An inordinate 
desire for wealth may have blurred their 
memory of the Bible counsel: “Those who 
are determined to be rich fall into tempta­
tion and a snare . . .  and have stabbed them­
selves all over with many pains.”—1 Timo­
thy 6:9, 10.

Undisciplined spending can also lead to fi­
nancial ruin. Some feel that they have to look 
like people in the latest fashion magazines, 
take expensive vacations, eat out at fancy 
restaurants, and buy the latest adult “toys” 
—recreation vehicles, boats, cameras, stereo 
equipment. Of course, in time some may be 
able to have these things through shrewd 
planning and saving. Yet those who are in a 
hurry to have them may find themselves 
heavily in debt. If they do, whose fault is it? 
Obviously they have ignored the sound ad­
vice o f Proverbs 13:18: “The one neglecting 
discipline comes to poverty and dishonor.”

Disappointment With Children
“It is the elders’ fault that my children 

left the truth,” some parents may say. “They 
did not pay enough attention to my chil­
dren.”

The elders do have the responsibility to 
shepherd and care for the flock, but what 
about the parents themselves? Are they ex­
emplary in displaying the fruitage of God’s 
spirit in all their dealings? Was the family 
study of the Bible conducted with regular­
ity? Did the parents show zeal in Jehovah’s 
service and help the children prepare for it? 
Were they careful about their children’s as­
sociates?

Similarly, it is easy for a parent to say 
regarding schoolwork: “It is the teachers’ 
fault that my son did not do well in school. 
They did not like my son. And that school 
has a very low scholastic rating anyway.” 
But did the parent communicate closely 
with the school? Was the parent interest­
ed in the child’s curriculum and studies? 
Was his homework scheduled, and was as­
sistance offered when needed? Could the 
underlying problem be a matter of attitude 
or laziness on the part of the child or the 
parent?

Instead of parents’ blaming the school 
system, it is far more productive if they 
take positive action to make sure that their 
children have the right attitude and that 
they take advantage of the learning oppor­
tunities available to them at school.

Failure to Thrive Spiritually
Occasionally we hear someone say: “I 

would be spiritually stronger, but it’s not 
my fault that I’m not. The elders don’t pay 
enough attention to me. I don’t have any 
friends. Jehovah’s spirit is not on this con­
gregation.” Meanwhile, others in the con­
gregation have friends, are happy, and make 
fine spiritual progress; and the congrega­
tion is blessed with growth and spiritual 
prosperity. So why do some have problems?

Few people want to be close companions 
with those who display a negative and com­
plaining spirit. A sharp, cutting tongue and
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Parents can do much to help the ir 
children thrive sp iritua lly

ments in the Watchtower Study, hos­
pitality for his opening up his home for 
a Congregation Book Study and meet­
ings for field service, and so on. By 
making it your aim to peer beneath the 
veneer of imperfection, you will cer­
tainly discover noble qualities in your 
Christian brothers and sisters. This

constant complaining can be most discour­
aging. Not wanting to be dragged down 
spiritually, some may limit their social as­
sociation with such persons. Taking this to 
be coolness on the part of the congregation, 
one may begin a migration, moving first to 
one congregation, then to another, and an­
other. Like the migratory herds of Africa’s 
plains that are always looking for greener 
pastures, these “migratory” Christians are 
always looking for the right congregation. 
How much happier they would be if they 
would look, instead, at the good in other 
people and strive to manifest more fully the 
fruitage of God’s spirit in their own lives! 
—Galatians 5:22, 23.

Some do so by making a special effort to 
speak to a different person at each meet­
ing at the Kingdom Hall and to commend 
him sincerely on a good point. It could be 
about his well-behaved children, regularity 
at Christian meetings, well-prepared corn-

will endear you to them, and you will find 
that you have no shortage of loyal friends.

The Ultimate Excuse
“It is God’s will.” “Blame it on the Dev­

il.” Probably the ultimate excuse is to blame 
either God or the Devil for our own failures. 
It is true that God or Satan may influence 
some events in our lives. However, some be­
lieve that practically everything, good or 
bad, in their life is the result of interven­
tion by God or by Satan. It is as if nothing 
that happened to them was a consequence 
of their own actions. “If God wants me to 
have that new car, he will see to it that I 
get it.”

Such ones often live their lives reckless­
ly, making financial and other decisions on 
the assumption that God will save them. If 
their imprudent actions result in some di­
saster, economic or otherwise, they blame 
the Devil. To do something rash without
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first ‘counting the cost’ and then to blame 
Satan for the failure, or worse yet, to expect 
Jehovah to intervene, would be not only pre­
sumptuous but also contrary to Scripture. 
—Luke 14:28, 29.

Satan attempted to get Jesus to think 
that way and not take responsibility for 
His actions. Regarding the second temp­
tation, Matthew 4:5-7 reports: “The Devil 
took him along into the holy city, and he 
stationed him upon the battlement of the 
temple and said to him: ‘If you are a son of 
God, hurl yourself down; for it is written, 
“He will give his angels a charge concern­
ing you, and they will carry you on their 
hands, that you may at no time strike your 
foot against a stone.” ” ’ Jesus realized that 
he could not expect Jehovah to intervene if 
he were to take a clearly foolhardy, even 
suicidal, course. Hence, he replied: “It is 
written, ‘You must not put Jehovah your 
God to the test.’ ”

Those with the propensity for blaming 
the Devil or God for their own questionable 
actions have much in common with followers 
of astrology, who merely substitute the stars 
for God or the Devil. Thoroughly convinced 
that almost everything that happens is be­
yond their control, they overlook the simple 
principle stated at Galatians 6:7: “Whatever 
a man is sowing, this he will also reap.”

Facing Up to Reality
No one will dispute that we are living in 

an imperfect world. The problems discussed 
here are real enough. People will take ad­
vantage of us financially. Some employers 
will be unfair. Acquaintances may influ­
ence our children wrongly. Some teachers 
and schools need improvement. Elders at 
times could be more loving and concerned. 
But we have to acknowledge the effect of 
imperfection and that, as the Bible points 
out, “the whole world is lying in the power

of the wicked one.” So it is not realistic 
to expect that our pathway through life is 
going to be smooth all the time.— 1 John 
5:19.

In addition, we must recognize our own 
imperfections and limitations and realize 
that many times our problems are the re­
sult of our own folly. Paul admonished the 
Christians in Rome: “I tell everyone there 
among you not to think more of himself 
than it is necessary to think.” (Romans 
12:3) That advice applies with equal force 
to us today. When something goes wrong in 
our lives, we will not immediately follow 
our ancestors Adam and Eve and say: “It 
is not my fault!” Instead, we will ask our­
selves, ‘What could I have done different­
ly to have avoided this unhappy outcome? 
Did I exercise good judgment in the matter 
and seek counsel from a wise source? Did I 
give the other party or parties involved the 
benefit of the doubt, imputing dignity to 
them?’

If we follow Christian principles and ex­
ercise sound judgment, we will have more 
friends and fewer problems. Many of the 
unnecessary rough spots in our daily lives 
will be smoothed out. We will find joy in 
our dealings with others and will not be 
plagued with the question: “Whose fault is 
it?”

In O u r N ext Issue

Has God A lready 
Fixed O ur Destiny?

Saved A live
Through the G reat Tribulation 

A  Lesson in How to Handle Problems
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" I 'v e  Never Seen Anything Like Th is!"

IN 1993 the Watch Tower Society's office in 
Argentina was invited to send a thousand 

delegates to Santiago, Chile, for the four-day 
"Divine Teaching" District Convention of Jeho­
vah's Witnesses. This was the first time that 
Argentine Witnesses had been invited to travel 
as a large group to a foreign convention.* The 
response? Over 8,500 applications streamed 
in, from which 1,039 delegates were chosen.

A total of 14 buses were chartered to make 
this 870-mile trip from Buenos Aires to San­
tiago. The 26-hour journey was enhanced 
by spectacular scenery. Crossing the Andes 
Mountains, the delegates passed near Acon­

* Governmental restrictions in Argentina from 1949 to 
1982 made such an undertaking impossible.

cagua, at 22,834 feet the highest peak in 
the Western Hemisphere. Especially memora­
ble was the steep, winding descent into Chile. 
The drivers received a generous round of ap­
plause for their skill in handling the challenging 
terrain!

The most beautiful sight, however, was to be 
found at the convention itself. In a world of na­
tional strife and racial tension, how refreshing 
it was to see a united throng of 80,000 from 
24 countries in attendance— truly an interna­
tional brotherhood! Having seen firsthand the 
unity among the conventioners, some of the 
bus drivers expressed interest in learning more 
about Jehovah's Witnesses. "I've never seen 
anything like this!" one of them exclaimed.
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS
Who  were the P h ilis tin e s mentioned in 
the B ib le?

The Bible often refers to a people known as the 
Philistines, who lived in Canaan when God's an­
cient people took possession of the Promised Land. 
For a long time, these ancient Philistines opposed 
God's people, as is highlighted in the account of 
David's encounter with the giant Philistine champi­
on named Goliath.—  1 Samuel 17:1-3, 23-53.

The Bible indicates that the ancient Philistines mi­
grated from Caphtor to the southwestern coast 
of Canaan. (Jeremiah 47:4) Where was Caph­
tor? The International Standard Bible Encyclope­
dia (1979) notes: "Although the evidence does 
not permit a definitive solution, current scholarship 
points to the island of Crete (or perhaps Crete plus 
the Aegean Isles, which culturally belong togeth­
er) as by far the most probable site."— Volume 1, 
page 610.

In line with this, the New World Translation of 
the Holy Scriptures reads at Amos 9:7: '"Are you 
not like the sons of the Cushites to me, O sons of 
Israel?' is the utterance of Jehovah. 'Did I not bring 
Israel itself up out of the land of Egypt, and the 
Philistines out of Crete, and Syria out of Kir?'"

It is not known when this ancient sea people mi­
grated from Crete to the section of Canaan that 
came to be called Philistia, the southwestern coast­
line between Joppa and Gaza. They seem to have 
already been in this region of low coastal plains 
in the days of Abraham and Isaac.— Genesis 20: 
1, 2; 21:32-34; 26:1-18.

The Philistines continued to be a potent force in 
the area long after Israel entered the land that God 
had promised them. (Exodus 13:17; Joshua 13:2; 
Judges 1:18, 19; 3:3, 4; 15:9, 10; 1 Samuel 4: 
1-11; 7:7-14; 13:19-23; 1 Kings 16:15) As late 
as the reign of Judean king Uzziah, Philistines re­
mained in their cities Gath, Jabneh, and Ashdod. 
(2 Chronicles 26:6) Others of their cities promi­
nent in Biblical accounts were Ekron, Ashkelon, 
and Gaza.

Alexander the Great conquered the Philistine 
city of Gaza, but in time, the Philistines apparent­
ly ceased to be a separate people. Professor Law­
rence E. Stager wrote in Biblical Archaeology Re­
view (May/June 1991): "The Philistines too were 
exiled to Babylon. . . .  No record exists, however, 
as to what happened to the exiled Philistines. Those 
who may have remained in Ashkelon after Nebu­
chadrezzar's conquest apparently lost their ethnic 
identity. They simply disappear from history."

The modern name Palestine is derived from Lat­
in and Greek words, which leads further back to 
the Hebrew word for "Philistia." Some Bible trans­
lations in the Arabic language use a word for 
"Philistines" that is easily confused with the word 
for modern Palestinians. However, Today's Arabic 
Version uses a different Arabic word, thus distin­
guishing between the ancient Philistines and mod­
ern Palestinians.

Some ru ins at Ashkelon

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.
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musician and
a composer, but also a developer 
of new musical instruments. (2 Chronicles 7:6; 
Psalm 7:17; Amos 6:5) Miriam may have 
choreographed the jubilant dancing that cele­
brated the Israelites' miraculous deliverance 
through the Red Sea.— Exodus 15:20.

Creativity is often an asset in promoting true 
worship. Jesus creatively employed illustrations 
and object lessons to communicate his mes­
sage. His followers are likewise urged to "work 
hard in speaking and teaching." (1 Timothy 
5:17) Yes, their preaching work is not a mere 
routine. It is an art that requires creative teach­
ing methods. (Colossians 4:6) This is especially 
vital when teaching one's children.— Deuteron­
omy 6:6, 7; Ephesians 6:4.

Thus, Jehovah shares with others the joy that 
creating gives him. What a generous gift!

CREATIVITY
a generous 

gift from God

J
EHOVAH rejoices in his creative works. 
(Psalm 104:31) The deep satisfaction 
he derives from the act of creating is 

expressed at Genesis 1:31: "God saw every­
thing he had made and, look! it was very 
good."

Jehovah did not keep this joy to himself. He 
gave Jesus the privilege of being the agent, 
or instrumentality, through whom all other 
things were created. (John 1:3; Colossians 
1:16, 17) As "a master worker," Jesus was 
also "glad before [Jehovah] all the time." 
— Proverbs 8:30, 31.

But creative ability does not exist only in 
heaven. "It is built into the human species," 
writes Eugene Raudsepp in his book How Cre­
ative Are You? This is no coincidence, for man 
was made in God's image. (Genesis 1:26) 
Jehovah has thus endowed mankind with satis­
fying creative abilities.— James 1:17.

Not surprisingly, therefore, the Bible speaks 
highly of singing, dancing, weaving, cooking, 
craftsmanship, and other creative endeavors. 
(Exodus 35:25, 26; 1 Samuel 8:13; 18:6, 7; 
2 Chronicles 2:13, 14) Bezalel, a craftsman, 
used his talent in "designing devices" to assist 
in building the tabernacle. (Exodus 31:3, 4) 
The shepherd Jabal may have been the inventor 
of the tent, a creative convenience for nomad­
ic living. (Genesis 4:20) David was not only a

’


