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K e e p  In t e g r it y  a n d  L iv e !
£ £  y*"^U R SE  God and die!” Our mag- 

■ azine cover depicts the wife 
V —^  of Job, who assailed him with 

those words. That was some 3,600 years 
ago. Yet that verbal attack on God’s faith­
ful servant highlights an issue that con­
fronts mankind down to this day. Faithful 
Job had suffered terrible losses—his live­
stock, his home, his ten children. Now his 
body was being tortured by a chronic dis­
ease, testing him to the limit. The reason? 
The archenemy of God and man, Satan the 
Devil, was pursuing a challenge that man 
cannot maintain integrity to God under se­
vere test.—Job 1:11, 12; 2:4, 5, 9,10.

tan, who is misleading the entire inhabited 
earth,” has been thrown out of the heavens 
down to this earth. (Revelation 12:9) This 
accounts for the intense woes that afflict 
mankind in our time. The first world war, 
erupting in 1914, marked “a beginning of 
pangs of distress” that have continued deep 
into this 20th century.—Matthew 24:7, 8.

In this cruel, degraded world, do you ever 
feel that you have come to the limit of hu­
man endurance? Do you ever wonder, ‘Is 
there any purpose to life?’ Job may have felt 
that way, but he never lost faith in God, 
though he made mistakes. He expressed his 
determination in these words: “Until I ex­
pire I shall not take away my integrity from 
myself!” He had confidence that God would 
‘get to know his integrity.’—Job 27:5; 31:6.

Jesus Christ, God’s own Son, also had to 
endure trials while here on earth. Satan 
attacked Jesus in various ways. He played 
on Jesus’ physical needs and tested His 
reliance on God’s Word, as at the moun­
tain of temptation. (Matthew 4:1-11) He ha­
rassed Jesus by having the apostate scribes 
and Pharisees and their dupes persecute 
him, accuse him of blasphemy, and conspire 
to kill him. (Luke 5:21; John 5:16-18; 10: 
36-39; 11:57) They did far worse to Jesus 

than the three false comforters did 
to Job.—Job 16:2; 19:1, 2.

In the garden of Gethsemane, as 
Jesus approached the climax of 
this testing, he told his disciples: 
“My soul is deeply grieved, even 
to death.” Then, “he fell upon 
his face, praying and saying: 
‘My Father, if it is possi­

ble, let this cup pass away 
from me. Yet, not as I

Today, as in Job’s day, “the whole world 
is lying in the power of the wicked one,” Sa-



will, but as you will.’ ” Finally, on the torture 
stake, in fulfillment of the prophetic words of 
Psalm 22:1, Jesus cried out: “My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?” But ultimately 
God did not forsake Jesus because Jesus main­
tained perfect integrity to Him, providing a 
model for all true Christians to follow. Jeho­
vah rewarded Jesus’ integrity keeping by res­
urrecting him and exalting him to the high­
est heavens. (Matthew 26:38, 39; 27:46; Acts 2: 
32-36; 5:30; 1 Peter 2:21) God will reward all 
others who similarly keep integrity to him.

Not only did Jesus’ integrity give a com­
plete answer to Satan’s challenge but the sacri­
fice of his perfect human life provided the ran­
som, on the basis of which integrity-keeping 
humans may gain everlasting life. (Matthew 
20:28) First, Jesus gathers an anointed “lit­
tle flock” who become joint heirs with him in 
the Kingdom of the heavens. (Luke 12:32) Af­
ter this, “a great crowd” are gathered to sur­
vive “the great tribulation,” coming out of it to 
inherit everlasting life in the realm of God’s 
Kingdom on earth.—Revelation 7:9, 14-17.

Integrity-keeping Job will be among the bil­
lions of dead ones who will then be resurrect­
ed to become part of that peaceful “new earth” 
society. (2 Peter 3:13; John 5:28, 29) As depict­
ed on the back cover of our magazine, integri­
ty had its reward in Job’s day when Jehovah 
“blessed the end of Job . . . more than his be­
ginning.” He had gained spiritual strength as 
one who “did not sin with his lips.” God extend­
ed his life an additional 140 years. Materially, 
he gave Job double of all that he had before, 
and Job “came to have seven sons and three 
daughters,” the daughters being considered the 
most beautiful in all the land. (Job 2:10; 42: 
12-17) But all of this prosperity was only a fore­
taste of the blessings that integrity keepers 
will enjoy in the Paradise of the “new earth.” 
You too can share in that joy, as the following 
pages will explain!
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T r iu m p h in g  o v e r  Sa ta n
AND HIS WORKS

“Subject yourselves, therefore, to God; but oppose the Devil, 
and he will flee from you. " — JAMES 4:7.

JOB correctly stated: “Earth itself has 
been given into the hand of the wicked 
one.” (Job 9:24) And now we face the 
most critical times in all human history. 

Why? Because these are “the last days” of 
Satan’s demonistic domination of the earth. 
It is no wonder that, under Satan’s prompt­
ing, ‘wicked men and impostors are advanc­
ing from bad to worse, misleading and being 
misled.’ (2 Timothy 3:1, 13) Moreover, per­
secutions, injustices, cruelties, crimes, eco­
nomic hardships, chronic illnesses, pangs of 
old age, emotional depressions—these and 
more may weigh heavily upon us.

2 The great adversary, Satan the Devil, is 
making a concentrated attack on mankind 
and on true worshipers of God in particu­
lar. His goal is to turn all potential integ­
rity keepers against God and bring them 
down to ruin along with him and his de­
mon angels. We are assured, though, that if 
we endure in integrity, the Devil will flee 
from us. Like Jesus, we can ‘learn obedi­
ence’ to God through the things we suffer, 
and by His undeserved kindness, we can at­
tain to everlasting life.—Hebrews 5:7, 8; 
James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:8-10.

3 The apostle Paul also was tested in many 
ways. Stating his credentials as a minis-

1. How has “the hand of the wicked one” affect­
ed mankind today?
2. How may we cope with Satan’s attacks today? 
3, 4. (a) What external trials did Paul have to 
contend with? (b) What was Paul’s concern as a 
Christian elder?

ter of Christ, he wrote: “I am more out­
standingly one: in labors more plentiful­
ly, in prisons more plentifully, in blows to 
an excess, in near-deaths often. By Jews I 
five times received forty strokes less one, 
three times I was beaten with rods, once I 
was stoned, three times I experienced ship­
wreck, a night and a day I have spent in the 
deep; in journeys often, in dangers from riv­
ers, in dangers from highwaymen, in dan­
gers from my own race, in dangers from the 
nations, in dangers in the city, in dangers in 
the wilderness, in dangers at sea, in dangers 
among false brothers, in labor and toil, in 
sleepless nights often, in hunger and thirst, 
in abstinence from food many times, in cold 
and nakedness.

4 “Besides those things of an external 
kind, there is what rushes in on me from day 
to day, the anxiety for all the congregations. 
Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is 
stumbled, and I am not incensed?” (2 Corin­
thians 11:23-29) Thus, Paul kept integrity 
when facing persecutions and trials from 
the outside, and as a Christian elder, he was 
deeply concerned with strengthening weak­
er brothers and sisters in the congregation, 
helping them to keep integrity. What a fine 
example for Christian elders today!

Integrity Under Persecution
5 What devices does Satan use to break 

down integrity? As indicated above, one

5. What is the answer to direct persecution?
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of Satan’s most vicious strategies is direct 
persecution, but there is an answer. Ephe­
sians 6:10,11 counsels us: “Go on acquiring 
power in the Lord and in the mightiness of 
his strength. Put on the complete suit of ar­
mor from God that you may be able to stand 
firm against the machinations [or, “crafty 
acts,” footnote] of the Devil.”

6 Often during these last days, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have had to contend with trials. 
Thus, we can say with Paul: “In all these 
things we are coming off completely victo­
rious through him that loved us.” (Romans 
8:37) This is proved by the record of integ­
rity of Jehovah’s Witnesses in the concen­
tration camps of Germany, Austria, Poland, 
and Yugoslavia during the Nazi era between 
1933 and 1945, under Communistic oppres­
sion in Eastern Europe between 1945 and 
1989, and during the persecutions that have 
racked parts of Africa and Latin America in 
more recent times.

7 Jehovah’s Witnesses in Ethiopia provid­
ed a stirring example of integrity between 
1974 and 1991. One of the politically minded 
captors told an imprisoned brother: “Better 
to release the lions from the zoo than to let 
you people go free again!” These cruel per­
secutors tortured Jehovah’s servants, and 
after some years an appeal court ordered 
executions. The body of one brother was 
put on public display as a warning exam­
ple. Other brothers who appealed the death 
sentence were released by a more liberal 
court, and some of these faithful ‘conquer­
ors’ had parts on the program at the “Di­
vine Teaching” District Convention in Addis 
Ababa early in 1994.*—John 16:33; com­
pare 1 Corinthians 4:9.

* See the 1992 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witness­
es, page 177.

6. How can it be shown that Jehovah’s Witness­
es have come off “completely victorious”?
7. What stirring examples of integrity are re­
ported from Ethiopia?

8 Satan has failed to crack the integrity of 
such loyal brothers and sisters by direct 
frontal attack. So, what other crafty devic­
es does he employ? Revelation 12:12 says of 
these last days: “Woe for the earth and for 
the sea, because the Devil has come down to 
you, having great anger, knowing he has 
a short period of time.” Having failed to 
annihilate God’s loyal people by persecu­
tions, in his anger he attempts to massacre 
entire populations, no doubt with a view 
to destroying Jehovah’s people along with 
the rest. Thus so-called ethnic cleansing has 
been carried out in parts of the former Yu­
goslavia, and genocides have been attempt­
ed in Liberia, Burundi, and Rwanda.

9 Often, though, Satan’s tactics boomer­
ang on him, for satanic affliction awakens 
honesthearted people to the realization that 
their only hope rests in God’s Kingdom, 
zealously proclaimed by Jehovah’s W it­
nesses. (Matthew 12:21) Indeed, interested 
ones flock to the Kingdom! For example, in 
strife-torn Bosnia and Herzegovina, at the 
March 26,1994, celebration of the Memori­
al of Jesus’ death, 1,307 attended, 291 more 
than in the previous year. Peak attendances 
were recorded in Sarajevo (414), Zenica 
(223), Tuzla (339), Banja Luka (255), and 
other towns. In neighboring Croatia there 
was a new peak attendance of 8,326. The vi­
olence taking place around them did not 
prevent Jehovah’s Witnesses in those lands 
from obeying the command to “keep pro­
claiming the death of the Lord, until he ar­
rives.”—1 Corinthians 11:26.

In Strife-Torn Rwanda
10 In 1993, Rwanda, with 2,080 King-

8. How has Satan tried to capitalize on “ethnic 
cleansing”?
9. Why do Satan’s tactics often fail? Give exam­
ples.
10. 11. (a) What has transpired in supposedly 
Christian Rwanda? (b) How have faithful mis­
sionaries expressed themselves?
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dom publishers, had 4,075 attend the “Di­
vine Teaching” District Convention, and 
230 were baptized. Of these, 142 imme­
diately applied for auxiliary pioneer ser­
vice. Home Bible studies being conduct­
ed climbed to 7,655 in 1994—evidently 
too many for Satan’s liking! Though the 
great majority o f the populace profess 
to be Christian, intertribal massacres 
were launched. The Vatican’s L ’Osserva- 
tore Romano admitted: “This is an out- 
and-out genocide, for which unfortunate­
ly even Catholics are responsible.” An 
estimated half million men, 
women, and children died, 
and some two million were 
made homeless or forced to 
flee. Maintaining their non­
violent Christian neutrality,
Jehovah’s Witnesses tried 
to stay together. Hundreds 
of our brothers and sisters 
were killed. But in one con­
gregation of 65 Kingdom 
publishers, where 13 were 
killed, meeting attendance 
increased to 170 by August 
1994. Relief supplies from 
Witnesses in other lands 
were among the first to ar­
rive. Our prayers ascend in behalf of the 
survivors.—Romans 12:12; 2 Thessalonians 
3:1, 2; Hebrews 10:23-25.

11 Amid all the horror, the three mis­
sionaries who were in Rwanda escaped. 
They write: “We realize that our brothers 
throughout the world have had to face up to 
similar situations or worse, and we know 
that it is all part of the sign of the last days 
of this wicked system. Still, when one is per­
sonally involved, it brings home the reality 
of things and makes one appreciate how pre­
cious life is. Certain scriptures have taken

on new meaning for us, and we look forward 
to the time when the former things will no 
longer come to mind. In the meantime we 
want to keep busy in Jehovah’s service.”

Youthful Integrity Keepers
12 Jesus indicated that those who are cut 

off by family members for the sake of the 
truth will be rewarded “a hundredfold.” 
(Mark 10:29, 30) This was true of Entel- 
lia, a ten-year-old girl in northern Africa, 
who loved God’s name—Jehovah—as soon 
as she heard it. She studied with Jehovah’s

Witnesses and walked 90 minutes each way 
to meetings, even though her opposed fam­
ily often shut her out of the home on her 
return. At 13 years of age, she started to 
preach from house to house, and the fami­
ly’s opposition intensified. One day relatives 
bound her hands and feet and had her lie in 
the broiling sun for seven hours, occasional­
ly throwing dirty water over her. They beat 
her viciously, destroying one of her eyes, and

12, 13. (a) What integrity-keeping course did a 
youngster take? (b) Where may our youths find 
encouragement today?
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finally drove her from her home. However, 
she found work in a hospital and eventual­
ly qualified as a nurse. At age 20 she was 
baptized and enrolled immediately as an 
auxiliary pioneer. Impressed by her integri­
ty, her family has welcomed her back into 
their home, and nine of them have accepted 
home Bible studies.

13Entellia gained much encouragement 
from Psalm 116, especially verses 1-4, which 
she has read over and over again: “I do love, 
because Jehovah hears my voice, my en­
treaties. For he has inclined his ear to me, 
and throughout my days I shall call. The 
ropes of death encircled me and the dis­
tressing circumstances of Sheol themselves 
found me. Distress and grief I kept finding. 
But upon the name of Jehovah I proceeded 
to call: ‘Ah, Jehovah, do provide my soul with 
escape!’ * Jehovah answers such prayers!

14 As in Jesus’ day, Satan has often used 
religious fanaticism to fan the flames of 
persecution—but without success. Out­
standing is the example of our brothers 
in Poland, as described in the 1994 Year­
book of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Even young­
sters were called upon to prove themselves 
integrity keepers. In 1946 one such was a 
15-year-old girl who was told: “Just make 
the Catholic sign of the cross. Otherwise a 
bullet awaits you!” Keeping integrity, she 
was dragged into a forest, horribly tortured, 
and shot.—Compare Matthew 4:9,10.

Other Crafty Devices of Satan
15 Satan’s demonic policy is indeed “rule 

or ruin”! He has many cruel weapons in 
his arsenal. It is no wonder, then, that the 
apostle Paul warns: “We have a wrestling, 
not against blood and flesh, but against

14. How have Polish Witnesses shown outstand­
ing integrity?
15, 16. (a) What is Satan’s demonic policy, and 
how may we resist him? (b) Why is there no need 
for our young people to stumble?

the governments, against the authorities, 
against the world rulers of this darkness, 
against the wicked spirit forces in the heav­
enly places. On this account take up the 
complete suit of armor from God, that you 
may be able to resist in the wicked day and, 
after you have done all things thorough­
ly, to stand firm.” (Ephesians 6:12, 13) Ma­
terialistic desires, degraded entertainment 
and propaganda, satanic music, peer pres­
sure at school, drug abuse, and drunkenness 
—any of these can wreck our lives. Hence, 
the apostle goes on to counsel: “Above all 
things, take up the large shield of faith, 
with which you will be able to quench all the 
wicked one’s burning missiles.”—Ephesians 
6:16.

16 This appears to be especially necessary 
today in view of the bizarre music with 
which Satan is drenching this world. In 
some cases there is a direct connection to 
Satanism. A report from the San Diego 
County (U.S.A.) sheriff’s office stated: “We 
had a concert down here where the band had 
15,000 kids chanting ‘Natas’—that is, Sa­
tan spelled backwards.” Satanism has been 
described as a hole into which adolescents 
stumble “because they have been wander­
ing desperate, angry and alone.” You young­
sters in the Christian congregation, there is 
no need for you to stumble! Jehovah pro­
vides you with spiritual armor that Satan’s 
darts will never pierce.—Psalm 16:8,9.

17 Satanic burning missiles are designed 
to play on the emotions. Through pres­
sures of life, such as physical sickness or a 
state of deep depression, our adversary may 
cause some to have a feeling of worthless­
ness. One may become discouraged because 
of not being able to spend many hours in 
God’s service or because of missing out on 
some of the congregation’s meetings. Lov­
ing care by elders and other kindhearted

17. How may emotional depression be overcome?
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brothers and sisters may help in overcoming 
difficult traumas. Always remember that 
Jehovah loves his faithful servants. (1 John 
4:16, 19) Psalm 55:22 states: “Throw your 
burden upon Jehovah himself, and he him­
self will sustain you. Never will he allow the 
righteous one to totter.”

18 Satan’s crafty “machinations” have re­
cently appeared in yet another form. In 
some lands many adults have experienced 
invasive thoughts conveying the over­
whelming impression that as children they 
were sadistically abused by satanic cults. 
Where do such ideas come from? Despite 
extensive research, secular opinions vary 
greatly. Some view such thoughts as actu­
al memories, others as fantasies—perhaps 
induced by questionable therapy—and still 
others as a kind of hallucination caused by 
some childhood trauma.

19 It is of interest that God’s servant Job 
had to contend with “disquieting thoughts” 
that Satan conveyed through Eliphaz and 
Zophar. (Job 4:13-18; 20:2, 3) Job thus suf­
fered “vexation,” resulting in his indulging 
in “wild talk” about the “terrors” afflicting 
his mind. (Job 6:2-4; 30:15, 16) Elihu lis­
tened quietly to Job and sincerely helped 
him see Jehovah’s all-wise view of matters. 
Likewise today, understanding elders show 
that they care for afflicted ones by not add­
ing more “pressure” to such ones. Rather, 
like Elihu, they patiently listen to them and 
then apply the soothing oil of God’s Word. 
(Job 33:1-3, 7; James 5:13-15) Thus anyone 
whose emotions are disturbed by traumas, 
real or fancied, or who is “terrified . . .  with 
dreams, and by visions” as Job was, may find 
soothing Scriptural comfort within the con­
gregation.—Job 7:14; James 4:7.

18. With what satanic machinations do some 
have to struggle?
19. (a) What thoughts did Job have to contend 
with? (b) How may elders follow Elihu’s exam­
ple?

20 At present a Christian can be certain 
that, in one way or another, Satan is be­
hind these horrible thoughts. If some in the 
congregation suffer in this way, they are 
wise to see such frightening mental impres­
sions as a direct attempt by Satan to up­
set their spiritual equilibrium. They need 
patient and understanding Scriptural sup­
port. By prayerfully turning to Jehovah and 
by benefiting from spiritual shepherding, 
those experiencing distress will avail them­
selves of power beyond what is normal. (Isa­
iah 32:2; 2 Corinthians 4:7,8) Thus they will 
be able to endure faithfully and refuse to 
allow evil intrusive thoughts to affect the 
peace of the congregation. (James 3:17, 18) 
Yes, they will be able to oppose the Devil, 
showing the same spirit that Jesus did when 
he said: “Go away, Satan!”—Matthew 4:10; 
James 4:7.

21 We know that Satan’s aim is some­
how to corrupt our minds, as the apos­
tle Paul warned at 2 Corinthians 11:3: “I 
am afraid that somehow, as the serpent se­
duced Eve by its cunning, your minds might 
be corrupted away from the sincerity and 
the chastity that are due the Christ.” The

20. How may distressed Christians be helped to 
maintain their spiritual equilibrium?
21. How do the Scriptures warn of Satan’s cun­
ning ways?

Questions in Review
□  What fine examples of integrity did 

Job, Jesus, and Paul set?

□  How have integrity keepers faced up 
to Satan?

□  How may youths resist Satan's 
crafty devices?

□  What can be done to cope with sa­
tanic machinations?
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present ruination of all flesh, or human so­
ciety alienated from God, reminds us of the 
degradation wrought by the corrupted and 
violent hybrid “Fellers” of Noah’s day. (Gen­
esis 6:4, 12, 13, footnote; Luke 17:26) It is 
not surprising, therefore, that Satan resorts 
to crafty acts and cunning means to vent 
his anger, especially against God’s people. 
— 1 Peter 5:8; Revelation 12:17.

22 Satan is not even mentioned in the con-

22. W ith Satan out of the way, what blessings 
may be expected?

eluding chapters of the Bible book of Job. 
His wicked challenge that humans cannot 
keep integrity to God had been proved false 
by Job’s integrity. Likewise, in the near 
future when “a great crowd” of integrity 
keepers “come out of the great tribulation,” 
there will be the abyssing of Satan. Men and 
women of faith, including faithful Job, will 
join that “great crowd,” to enjoy paradisa­
ic blessings, even grander than those that 
rewarded Job!—Revelation 7:9-17; 20:1-3, 
11-13; Job 14:13.

T h e  in t e g r it y -
KEEPING NATION
“Open the gates . . . that the righteous nation 

that is keeping faithful conduct may enter. " —ISAIAH 26:2.

TODAY, there are all kinds of nations. 
Some are democracies, some dicta­
torships. Some are wealthy, some 

poor. One thing they have in common: All 
are part of the world of which Satan is god. 
(2 Corinthians 4:4) In view of this, the words 
of Isaiah may come as a surprise to some 
when he says: “Open the gates, you men, 
that the righteous nation that is keeping 
faithful conduct may enter.” (Isaiah 26:2) A 
righteous nation? Yes, there is a righteous 
nation, since the prophecy points to its ex­
istence in our day. How can this unusual na­
tion be identified?

2 In the New World Translation ren-

1. Why may Isaiah’s statement about a “righ­
teous nation” be surprising?
2. What is “the righteous nation”? How do we 
know?

dition of Isaiah 26:2, the nation is said to 
be “keeping faithful conduct.” The King 
James Version (margin) renders the verse, 
“the righteous nation which keepeth the 
truths.” Both are apt descriptions. In fact, 
the righteous nation is easy to recognize be­
cause it is the only nation on earth that is 
subject to Christ the King, hence not part 
of Satan’s world. (John 17:16) As such, its 
members are known for ‘maintaining their 
conduct fine among the nations.’ They fol­
low a life-style that glorifies God. (1 Peter 
2:12) Moreover, wherever they are in the 
world, they are part of “the congregation 
of the living God, a pillar and support of 
the truth.” (1 Timothy 3:15) Supporting the 
truth, they reject the pagan philosophies 
taught by Christendom, and they champion
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“the unadulterated milk belonging to the 
word”—God’s Word, the Bible. (1 Peter 2:2) 
Further, they zealously preach the King­
dom good news “in all creation that is un­
der heaven.” (Colossians 1:23) Can there be 
any doubt that this nation is made up of the 
remaining ones of “the Israel of God,” the 
congregation of anointed Christians? Not at 
all!—Galatians 6:16.

The Nation Is Born
3 When was “the righteous nation” born? 

Its beginning was prophesied in the book 
of Isaiah. At Isaiah 66:7, 8, we read: “Be­
fore she [Zion] began to come into labor 
pains she gave birth. Before birth pangs 
could come to her, she even gave deliver­
ance to a male child.. . .  Zion has come into 
labor pains as well as given birth to her 
sons.” Most unusually, Zion, God’s heaven­
ly organization, was to bring forth “a male 
child” before she suffered labor pains. In 
1914 the Messianic Kingdom was brought 
forth in the heavens. (Revelation 12:5) Af­
ter that, the first world war engulfed more 
and more nations, and anointed Christians 
suffered severe distress and persecution. Fi­
nally, in the year 1919, the spiritual na­
tion, the “male child,” was brought forth on 
earth. Thus Zion ‘gave birth to her sons’ 
—the anointed members of the new “righ­
teous nation”—and these were organized 
for an ever-expanding witness work.—Mat­
thew 24:3, 7, 8, 14; 1 Peter 2:9.

4 Since its inception, this nation has met 
up with severe tests of its integrity. Why? 
When the heavenly Kingdom was brought 
to birth, Satan and his demons were cast 
from heaven down to the earth. A loud 
voice proclaimed: “Now have come to pass 
the salvation and the power and the king-

3. Describe how “the righteous nation” came to 
be born.
4. Why has God’s righteous nation had to strug­
gle to maintain integrity?

dom of our God and the authority of his 
Christ, because the accuser of our brothers 
has been hurled down, who accuses them 
day and night before our God! And they 
conquered him because of the blood of the 
Lamb and because of the word of their wit­
nessing, and they did not love their souls 
even in the face of death.” Satan reacted to 
this turn of events with great anger “and 
went off to wage war with the remaining 
ones of [the woman’s] seed, who observe the 
commandments of God and have the work 
of bearing witness to Jesus.” Faced with 
the onslaughts of Satan, anointed Chris­
tians stood firm. To this day, zealous mem­
bers of God’s righteous nation exercise faith 
in Jesus’ ransoming blood and continue to 
give Jehovah an answer for the great taunt- 
er by keeping integrity “even in the face of 
death.”—Revelation 12:1, 5, 9-12, 17; Prov­
erbs 27:11.

5 In 1919, when the modern-day witness 
to God’s Kingdom got under way, the Bible 
Students, as Jehovah’s Witnesses were then 
called, were few in number but strong in 
faith. They became foundation members of 
‘a strong city, with salvation set for walls 
and rampart.’ Their trust was in “Jah Jeho­
vah [who] is the Rock of times indefinite.” 
(Isaiah 26:1, 3, 4) Like Moses of old, they 
proclaimed: “I shall declare the name of Je­
hovah. Do you attribute greatness to our 
God! The Rock, perfect is his activity, for all 
his ways are justice. A God of faithfulness, 
with whom there is no injustice; righteous 
and upright is he.”—Deuteronomy 32:3, 4.

6 Since then, the gates of God’s King­
dom arrangement have remained wide open 
as first the remaining ones of the 144,000 
anointed Christians were gathered and now 
a great crowd of “other sheep” are joining

5. What fine attitude of modern-day Witnesses 
has helped them to keep integrity?
6. In what way has Jehovah blessed his people 
in these last days?
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1994 SERVICE YEAR REPORT OF JEHOVAH'S W ITNESSES WORLDWIDE

1994 Ratio, 1994 % Inc. 1993 1994 Av. Av. Memorial
Peak One Pub- Av. Over Av. No. Pio. No. of Total Bible Atten­

Country or Territory Population Pubs. lisher to: Pubs. 1993 Pubs. Bptzd. Pubs. Congs. Hours Studies dance
Alaska 632,200 2,345 270 2,122 2 2,088 92 202 28 371,217 1,098 4,641
Albania 3,262,000 354 9,215 285 130 124 113 94 7 160,122 880 1,984
American Samoa 54,760 197 278 184 -8* 199 4 28 2 49,075 228 581
Andorra 65,227 154 424 144 -4* 150 4 18 2 32,308 70 372
Angola 9,400,000 23,859 394 22,069 21 18,254 1,923 2,143 318 6,024,665 59,607 101,295
Anguilla 7,000 24 292 23 0 23 4 1 7,412 40 100
Antigua 65,952 310 213 293 2 286 9 51 4 80,010 373 762
Argentina 33,180,171 105,650 314 102,200 3 99,069 6,602 12,093 1,547 22,375,038 92,000 236,010
Aruba 77,896 501 155 491 3 478 13 21 6 71,543 433 1,663Australia 17,803,300 59,774 298 57,780 3 56,345 2,326 5,501 720 11,592,599 29,713 107,491Austria 7,812,000 20,653 378 20,302 1 20,065 718 1,724 281 3,953,340 11,386 34,763Azores 234,740 542 433 506 -1* 509 20 45 18 100,080 475 1,171
Bahamas 254,685 1,334 191 1,287 2 1,262 46 186 23 331,138 1,762 3,462Bangladesh 121,008,427 46 2,630,618 37 0 37 8 6 1 9,901 60 143Barbados 258,000 2,041 126 1,997 4 1,925 84 223 21 412,443 2,108 5,071Belau 16,778 57 294 53 0 53 17 1 23,361 136 262Belgium 10,035,631 27,607 364 26,328 1 25,963 1,070 2,025 360 4,838,721 12,231 51,546Belize 190,000 1,067 178 1,022 5 977 68 144 22 248,718 1,375 4,519
Benin 4,900,000 3,858 1,270 3,490 18 2,961 280 500 87 975,354 6,183 16,786Bermuda 59,000 419 141 369 1 364 20 63 4 97,409 300 930Bolivia 7,100,000 10,518 675 9,759 7 9,146 986 1,950 149 3,164,554 16,615 39,829Bonaire 12,921 69 187 64 16 55 3 3 1 10,561 58 197
Bosnia & Herzegovina 4,516,000 456 9,904 331 31 253 110 60 6 122,081 589 1,307Botswana 1,471,042 886 1,660 770 9 704 61 92 21 183,878 1,045 2,580
Brazil 155,406,112 385,099 404 364,272 7 341,433 24,634 38,348 5,928 73,829,388 461,343 1,018,210Britain 56,960,428 129,852 439 123,194 1 122,245 4,764 11,849 1,388 22,967,537 60,912 226,298Brunei 285,000 20 14,250 16 100 8 1 1,744 12 47Bulgaria 8,500,000 555 15,315 495 43 347 96 102 7 182,922 953 1,656Burkina Faso 9,634,000 634 15,196 583 9 537 65 103 17 178,804 1,123 1,901Burundi 6,200,000 1,622 3,822 1,403 -4* 1,460 126 241 36 491,935 3,081 3,075
Cambodia 10,000,000 11 909,091 10 233 3 8 1 10,383 36 73Cameroon 13,145,600 21,356 616 20,301 15 17,715 2,790 1,407 468 4,462,982 27,091 72,447Canada 29,034,700 110,659 262 106,664 1 105,201 3,877 10,844 1,351 21,120,198 50,225 188,293Cape Verde 419,150 901 465 863 19 723 114 150 18 263,665 1,877 3,510Cayman Islands 17,000 103 165 93 0 93 4 12 1 21,353 107 249Central Afr. Rep. 3,200,000 1,834 1,745 1,758 9 1,612 175 278 45 500,071 3,184 11,640
Chad 6,288,261 383 16,418 358 11 322 47 91 14 146,553 776 2,119Chile 13,994,355 47,984 292 44,472 4 42,580 3,146 5,905 465 11,037,402 58,678 134,199Chuuk 64,871 49 1,324 42 -5* 44 14 3 21,813 163 455Colombia 35,886,280 65,324 549 61,494 8 57,179 8,606 8,464 784 15,393,559 104,945 254,944Comoros 450,000 6 75,000 4 0 4 1 1,687 17 20Congo 2,500,000 2,917 857 2,568 11 2,318 301 394 62 864,007 8,983 9,789
Cook Islands 20,000 158 127 137 -6* 145 4 14 3 25,672 115 327Costa Rica 3,234,133 14,516 223 13,977 3 13,553 847 1,484 230 2,958,059 16,890 39,048Cote d’Ivoire 12,180,122 4,530 2,689 4,393 5 4,164 510 838 120 1,435,374 8,997 19,039Croatia 4,784,265 4,245 1,127 4,072 7 3,799 342 536 68 1,000,133 2,836 8,326
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Curasao 146,920 1,496 98 1,476 2 1,443 46 112 18 260,551 1,624 3,849
Cyprus 602,000 1,571 383 1,540 6 1,457 56 205 16 346,081 860 3,141
Czech Republic 10,334,013 16,268 635 15,972 5 15,275 1,225 973 277 2,810,035 13,327 34,573
Denmark 5,196,642 16,191 321 15,587 -1* 15,786 388 1,070 223 2,382,470 5,238 24,621
Dominica 71,794 335 214 300 7 280 21 42 6 83,404 451 960
Dominican Rep. 7,089,041 17,038 416 16,354 6 15,415 1,254 3,479 259 5,103,738 35,329 61,833
Ecuador 11,000,000 26,741 411 25,704 7 24,019 2,331 4,492 416 7,232,849 45,535 111,373
El Salvador 5,332,050 21,803 245 20,658 4 19,942 1,432 2,043 369 4,600,410 26,872 65,042
Equatorial Guinea 372,540 253 1,472 230 16 199 22 44 4 83,155 856 1,686
Estonia 1,506,927 2,234 675 1,998 41 1,418 653 336 30 611,445 3,970 6,845
Ethiopia 55,000,000 4,446 12,371 4,144 18 3,525 794 983 48 1,550,349 4,834 13,246
Faeroe Islands 45,366 91 499 86 -13* 99 4 24 4 29,103 54 156
Falkland Islands 2,250 11 205 7 -13* 8 1 886 3 14
Fiji 735,985 1,571 468 1,496 8 1,390 65 216 38 379,338 1,758 5,207
Finland 5,078,519 18,913 269 18,432 2 18,119 687 2,232 295 3,557,822 10,082 29,056
France 57,747,000 123,718 467 121,783 2 119,730 5,170 8,520 1,643 22,033,739 61,995 238,445
French Guiana 142,303 1,226 116 1,119 13 986 130 136 17 278,469 1,867 4,127
Gabon 1,283,000 1,468 874 1,399 10 1,272 153 152 22 368,620 4,125 6,115
Gambia 1,050,000 54 19,444 44 33 33 1 11 1 19,884 95 145
Germany 81,338,093 167,878 485 163,327 1 161,685 5,682 10,793 1,986 28,623,020 92,771 291,797
Ghana 15,778,743 45,259 349 41,795 10 37,909 3,009 4,400 722 9,363,052 82,922 158,061
Gibraltar 25,081 122 206 109 -6* 116 3 6 2 18,113 39 201
Greece 10,256,464 25,705 399 25,053 1 24,760 835 2,640 338 4,789,459 8,695 43,267
Greenland 55,419 137 405 128 1 127 8 31 8 40,386 140 289
Grenada 92,000 514 179 486 2 476 32 70 7 121,750 617 1,343
Guadeloupe 387,000 7,264 53 7,137 3 6,957 391 402 86 1,238,473 8,503 18,111
Guam 150,000 512 293 494 6 467 29 101 7 156,315 797 1,616
Guatemala 9,750,000 14,461 674 13,957 2 13,632 957 1,473 220 3,030,891 15,955 50,184
Guinea 7,828,000 549 14,259 513 51 339 30 115 15 196,701 1,049 2,942
Guinea-Bissau 1,040,000 30 34,667 22 29 17 2 11 1 19,339 129 217
Guyana 767,077 1,949 394 1,859 6 1,754 107 237 33 398,728 2,160 6,806
Haiti 6,000,000 9,339 642 8,820 9 8,115 1,053 1,345 187 2,517,491 16,895 48,789
Hawaii 1,171,600 7,381 159 7,107 4 6,860 304 1,285 85 1,961,242 5,741 16,694
Honduras 5,347,298 7,465 716 7,000 7 6,571 488 895 115 1,774,282 11,101 30,245
Hong Kong 6,000,000 3,404 1,763 3,180 13 2,817 401 680 30 1,034,075 4,281 6,179
Hungary 10,278,340 15,290 672 14,556 9 13,373 1,550 1,053 220 2,804,603 12,101 35,213
Iceland 265,064 300 884 293 8 272 16 23 7 51,965 182 592
India 931,407,900 14,271 65,266 13,686 9 12,532 1,312 1,780 410 3,146,057 12,453 38,192
Ireland 5,104,000 4,307 1,185 4,252 4 4,106 202 714 111 1,193,454 2,598 7,812
Israel 7,275,000 520 13,990 488 10 444 31 59 7 121,810 577 1,081
Italy 57,103,000 208,016 275 203,307 4 196,206 10,157 30,508 2,690 52,918,278 112,883 403,207
Jamaica 2,300,000 9,890 233 9,370 3 9,071 479 1,005 173 1,792,971 10,680 25,643
Japan 124,322,801 194,608 639 189,586 7 177,611 12,158 85,075 3,365 95,777,051 235,882 375,131
Kenya 25,750,000 8,903 2,892 8,136 12 7,236 1,064 1,609 170 2,811,475 14,008 26,588
Kiribati 76,553 62 1,235 53 6 50 11 12 1 19,709 133 219
Korea, Republic of 44,453,000 77,542 573 76,026 4 72,839 4,740 30,517 1,445 34,107,764 70,524 135,998
Kosrae 8,271 22 376 19 6 18 1 5 1 8,584 47 106
Latvia 2,464,217 676 3,645 589 80 328 54 91 7 209,194 1,695 2,398
Lebanon 3,439,000 3,327 1,034 3,138 5 3,001 142 272 64 639,388 2,397 6,658
Lesotho 2,001,020 1,971 1,015 1,854 8 1,720 222 306 48 534,918 2,472 6,493
Liberia 2,500,000 1,385 1,805 1,324 -2* 1,349 145 297 25 505,334 3,633 5,995
Libya 4,350,000 8 543,750 3 -40* 5 972 9 11
Liechtenstein 30,310 64 474 59 -5* 62 6 1 13,912 46 129
Lithuania 3,739,000 1,139 3,283 978 37 714 173 68 9 214,661 1,031 3,633
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1994 Ratio, 1994 % Inc. 1993 1994 Av. Av. Memorial
Peak One Pub- Av. Over Av. No. Pio. No. of Total Bible Atten­

Country or Territory Population Pubs. lisher to: Pubs. 1993 Pubs. Bptzd. Pubs. Congs. Hours Studies dance
Luxembourg 468,518 1,766 265 1,738 3 1,693 81 154 30 354,651 1,165 3,615
Macao 400,000 71 5,634 65 20 54 1 14 2 20,009 80 169
Madagascar 12,092,157 5,802 2,084 5,462 13 4,813 662 858 90 1,530,329 15,930 29,091
Madeira 253,100 842 301 812 6 768 69 70 13 154,698 680 1,843
Malawi 8,805,470 33,142 266 30,607 15 26,501 4,247 3,053 542 6,426,149 25,219 88,903
Malaysia 19,549,800 1,533 12,753 1,493 4 1,433 79 204 24 388,745 2,204 4,185
Mali 10,440,000 143 73,007 131 9 120 14 58 2 86,066 454 508
Malta 365,000 523 698 509 9 468 39 67 6 116,176 284 911
Marquesas Islands 8,700 42 207 36 6 34 6 6 3 13,976 78 123
Marshall Islands 47,914 164 292 152 -2* 155 8 22 2 40,569 359 1,109
Martinique 359,570 3,615 99 3,536 6 3,345 219 359 37 794,483 3,826 9,355
Mauritius 1,071,351 1,109 966 1,091 5 1,043 73 113 13 253,853 1,245 2,804
Mayotte 94,484 41 2,304 37 16 32 3 9 1 15,715 76 no
Mexico 87,683,042 404,593 217 388,623 6 366,117 28,310 52,138 9,810 89,521,922 535,912 1,379,160
Montserrat 11,888 40 297 36 0 36 4 1 8,806 42 144
Mozambique 16,613,877 15,254 1,089 13,383 78 7,529 2,165 1,888 344 3,454,212 19,435 46,739
Myanmar 41,900,000 2,202 19,028 2,134 2 2,083 132 286 91 516,460 1,792 5,337
Namibia 1,409,920 795 1,773 688 7 645 55 64 18 147,790 726 2,171
Nauru 6,367 7 910 6 -14* 7 1 542 4 54
Nepal 21,373,215 159 134,423 139 36 102 32 28 2 46,392 365 580
Netherlands 15,341,553 32,298 475 30,892 0 30,905 1,036 2,037 400 4,841,295 11,893 54,659
Nevis 10,080 45 224 39 5 37 1 6 1 11,775 51 162
New Caledonia 182,017 1,557 117 1,403 4 1,348 95 125 18 291,322 1,418 3,941
New Zealand 3,493,100 12,867 271 12,332 2 12,144 568 1,386 158 2,537,394 7,519 24,436
Nicaragua 4,400,000 11,011 400 10,395 3 10,088 992 1,461 181 3,010,786 23,334 52,585
Niger 7,490,000 209 35,837 198 16 170 25 40 6 70,526 373 710
Nigeria 88,514,501 180,813 490 174,441 6 164,084 9,937 20,684 3,430 38,166,579 255,273 482,425
Niue 2,500 31 81 29 16 25 1 2 1 4,253 24 70
Norfolk Island 1,912 11 174 7 40 5 1 1 700 5 13
Norway 4,337,693 10,342 419 9,521 0 9,480 246 499 178 1,249,097 3,522 16,709
Pakistan 125,000,000 367 340,599 344 4 332 38 38 8 72,667 426 1,626
Panama 2,582,566 7,686 336 7,436 4 7,129 480 1,097 162 1,924,481 11,315 25,842
Papua New Guinea 4,094,000 3,163 1,294 2,937 3 2,847 296 407 105 792,319 4,586 15,128
Paraguay 4,383,173 4,722 928 4,168 4 3,997 344 584 72 1,036,118 5,686 11,083
Peru 23,870,867 49,507 482 45,470 5 43,141 5,335 9,343 869 14,451,656 71,375 164,130
Philippines 65,000,000 118,446 549 115,311 2 113,019 7,360 22,519 3,424 27,911,404 96,092 350,699
Pohnpei 36,661 72 509 67 5 64 6 19 1 25,142 136 428
Poland 38,520,578 117,958 327 115,778 5 110,770 8,131 8,242 1,494 18,910,843 79,261 245,208
Portugal 9,371,240 43,071 218 42,257 3 41,056 2,039 2,954 640 7,212,385 27,448 90,452
Puerto Rico 3,522,000 25,428 139 24,970 1 24,760 919 2,329 312 4,758,098 19,012 60,252
Reunion 643,634 2,317 278 2,258 5 2,146 144 217 28 495,850 2,143 5,609
Rodrigues 34,536 33 1,047 31 0 31 3 5 1 11,175 49 149
Romania 22,810,035 31,085 734 29,789 13 26,441 2,566 1,311 379 4,253,642 15,146 84,369
Rota 2,436 9 271 7 -30* 10 1 3 1 3,336 9 32
Rwanda 7,828,000 2,500 3,131 2,072 10 1,881 328 646 45 756,998 7,655 9,834
Saba 1,000 2 500 1 New 1 1,281 9 9St. Eustatius 1,500 16 94 14 17 12 4 1 4,608 34 47St. Helena 5,302 145 37 135 -1* 137 3 2 15,591 78 283St. Kitts 31,880 152 210 143 -3* 148 5 11 2 30,403 169 328St. Lucia 142,000 616 231 572 8 532 46 107 9 173,676 879 1,689
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St. Maarten 24,000 222 108 210 11 190 15 26 3 49,662 330 804
St. Pierre & Miquelon 6,300 10 630 10 11 9 1 1 1,484 7 25
St. Vincent 107,598 273 394 265 6 251 14 63 6 95,837 458 976
Saipan 50,339 188 268 169 8 157 13 38 3 55,765 271 498
San Marino 23,000 151 152 145 3 141 10 18 2 36,014 56 267
Sao Tome & Principe 124,206 123 1,010 116 27 91 20 12 1 35,330 456 549
Senegal 8,120,000 709 11,453 674 8 623 41 155 16 265,003 1,435 2,110
Seychelles 72,698 115 632 101 4 97 6 9 2 19,838 130 431
Sierra Leone 4,769,000 743 6,419 677 9 621 39 137 23 227,978 1,367 3,324
Slovakia 5,347,307 11,714 456 11,423 5 10,874 844 596 193 1,890,042 6,865 25,010
Slovenia 1,988,307 1,658 1,199 1,604 6 1,517 97 148 34 329,181 859 3,075
Solomon Islands 361,433 936 386 862 -5* 908 64 73 38 161,223 998 4,464
South Africa 40,284,634 58,729 686 55,983 4 53,665 4,027 6,493 1,199 12,668,731 60,138 146,979
Spain 39,143,000 99,632 393 95,411 3 92,404 4,708 12,837 1,201 23,549,362 51,936 180,826
Sri Lanka 17,750,000 1,866 9,512 1,760 14 1,540 228 279 40 507,874 2,551 6,930
Suriname 400,000 1,810 221 1,712 2 1,683 176 252 24 414,386 2,227 5,702
Swaziland 879,081 1,710 514 1,605 5 1,529 106 204 56 410,415 2,145 5,166
Sweden 8,779,079 24,246 362 23,433 1 23,312 850 2,509 358 4,196,496 11,306 40,372
Switzerland 6,968,600 18,204 383 17,894 1 17,646 715 1,300 320 3,284,463 11,092 32,987
Tahiti 198,900 1,745 114 1,691 5 1,605 144 132 31 325,256 1,865 4,554
Taiwan 21,000,000 2;515 8,350 2,439 9 2,238 201 709 35 978,687 3,813 7,016
Tanzania 28,113,850 5,132 5,478 4,494 3 4,376 439 765 115 1,381,330 6,048 15,896
Thailand 58,336,072 1,487 39,231 1,426 7 1,338 94 234 42 377,771 1,581 3,455
Togo 3;928;000 1,673 512 7,133 6 6,744 888 1,192 119 2,157,836 21,091 31,444
Tokelau 1,700 3 567 3 50 2 1 488 1
Tonga 98,161 66 1,487 57 -5* 60 6 10 1 18,098 88 176
Trinidad & Tobago 1,246,877 6,601 189 6,491 3 6,272 359 1,069 67 1,581,458 9,228 20,658
Turkey 60,000,000 1,156 51,903 1,118 7 1,043 92 133 18 282,130 948 2,170
Turks & Caicos Isis. 12,600 75 168 70 21 58 7 15 2 27,785 214 478
Tuvalu 9,043 61 148 45 -2* 46 3 8 2 9,361 63 359
Uganda 19,096,200 1,311 14,566 1,212 12 1,084 158 222 24 415,699 2,786 4,810
Ukraine 52,625,500 51,069 1,030 46,575 23 37,835 17,042 2,643 472 9,354,912 35,223 131,224
U.S. of America 258,892,000 936,264 277 889,570 1 878,841 39,106 103,917 10,194 180,835,756 578,730 1,994,485
Uruguay 3,030,000 9,331 325 9,071 3 8,788 519 840 121 1,593,908 9,302 22,573
Vanuatu 142,630 217 657 182 -1* 184 10 18 3 43,773 357 534
Venezuela 22,000,000 65,662 335 61,942 4 59,825 4,636 10,785 891 17,571,317 98,778 223,743
Virgin Isis. (Brit.) 17,000 132 129 126 -10* 140 2 21 3 28,426 170 451
Virgin Isis. (U.S.) 101,800 638 160 621 2 608 16 73 9 139,394 754 2,052
Wallis & Futuna Isis. 15,000 19 789 13 160 5 3 1 5,477 23 111
Western Samoa 161,298 321 502 290 4 278 53 47 7 86,570 381 1,106
Yap 10,239 34 301 30 11 27 2 8 1 13,615 83 168
Yugoslavia, F.R. 10,394,026 2,726 3,813 2,529 18 2,151 408 463 36 785,060 3,031 7,761
Zaire 43,500,000 83,679 520 76,964 7 71,770 9,048 12,248 1,529 23,782,228 176,609 300,780
Zambia 8,850,790 82,926 107 80,847 6 76,189 3,552 10,713 2,027 17,648,936 108,948 363,372
Zimbabwe 10,713,820 22,362 479 21,290 6 20,038 2,301 2,654 728 5,019,939 31,907 63,279
195 Countries 4,779,743 4,574,086 4 4,383,230 293,426 620,778 73,881 1,065,619,771 4,506,575 11,918,372
11 Countries of Former U.S.S.R. 236,099,500 62,158 3,798 52,953 40 37,891 16,686 3,264 521 12,495,045 72,492 204,131
#26 Other Countries 72,193 68,072 8 62,779 4,706 12,160 1,171 17,950,538 122,290 166,414
GRAND TOTAL (232 countries) 4,914,094 4,695,111 5 4,483,900 314,818 636,202 75,573 1,096,065,354 4,701,357 12,288,917
During the 1994 service year the Watch Tower Society spent MEMORIAL PARTAKERS WORLDWIDE: 8,617
$50,126,004.05 in caring for special pioneers, missionaries, * Percentage of decrease # Work banned and reports are incomplete
and traveling overseers in their field service assignments.



in the declaring of Jehovah’s Kingdom pur­
poses. (John 10:16) Thus, it can be an­
nounced joyfully: “You have added to the 
nation; 0  Jehovah, you have added to the na­
tion; you have glorified yourself. You have 
extended afar all the borders of the land.” 
(Isaiah 26:15) As we survey the world field 
today, we see how true those words are! By 
power of holy spirit, the witness to Christ’s 
incoming Kingdom has been given “to the 
most distant part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 
The extent of that expansion may be gauged 
from the 1994 Service Year Report of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses Worldwide, appearing on 
pages 12 to 15.

A New Peak of Publishers
7 Consider some of the highlights of this 

report. The peak of Kingdom publishers 
in the field reached 4,914,094! How thrill­
ing to observe the constant ingathering of 
the “great crowd . . . out of all nations 
and tribes and peoples and tongues, stand­
ing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
dressed in white robes”! Yes, these too have 
proved to be integrity keepers. “They have 
washed their robes and made them white in

7, 8. (a) What evidence is there that God’s peo­
ple have ‘lengthened their tent cords’? (b) Look­
ing at the 1994 Service Year Report, what areas 
do you see that are ‘extending their borders’ 
outstandingly?

In O u r N ext Issue

How Precious Is Life to You?

The Joy of Jehovah 
Is Our Stronghold

Have You Encouraged 
Anyone Lately?

the blood of the Lamb,” being counted righ­
teous because of exercising faith in Jesus’ 
ransom sacrifice.—Revelation 7:9,14.

8 Particularly since 1919, the call has gone 
forth to Jehovah’s organization: “Make the 
place of your tent more spacious. And let 
them stretch out the tent cloths of your 
grand tabernacle. Do not hold back. Length­
en out your tent cords, and make those 
tent pins of yours strong.” (Isaiah 54:2) 
In response, the preaching work goes on 
unabated, even in the icy Yukon, border­
ing on Alaska, where a hardy group of pio­
neers endure temperatures that can sink to 
50 or 60 degrees below zero Fahrenheit for 
weeks at a time. In recent years crowds are 
flocking ever faster to Jehovah’s integrity­
keeping nation. The gates have opened wid­
er to receive these from Asian lands out­
side Christendom, from former Communist 
strongholds, from many African lands, and 
from Catholic domains, such as Italy, Spain, 
Portugal, and South America. Displaced 
persons have opened up another field. In 
England, for example, Witnesses are caring 
for the needs of 13 foreign-language ethnic 
groups.

“Keep Doing This”
9 Another highlight of the annual report 

is the attendance at the Memorial. Short­
ly before he died, Jesus instituted the Me­
morial commemorating his death and told 
his followers: “Keep doing this in remem­
brance of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:24) It was 
thrilling in 1994 to see 12,288,917—much 
more than twice the number of active pub­
lishers—come together to obey that com­
mand, either as partakers or as observers. 
In some lands the ratio of Memorial attend- 
ers to publishers was even higher. The 4,049 
publishers in Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania

9. (a) What does the 1994 Memorial attendance 
indicate? (b) Which are some of the countries 
with unusually high Memorial attendances?
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were delighted to have 12,876 attend the 
Memorial, more than three times the num­
ber of publishers. And in Benin, the 16,786 
Memorial attenders represented almost five 
times the number of publishers. One con­
gregation of some 45 publishers had 831 in 
attendance!

10 Jehovah’s Witnesses are happy that so 
many interested persons joined with them 
on that auspicious occasion. Now they want 
to help these ones make further progress in 
their understanding and love of the truth. 
Some may respond the way Alla in Rus­
sia did. Alla was studying with a special- 
pioneer sister but made little progress, so 
the study was discontinued. Nevertheless, 
Alla accepted an invitation to attend the 
Memorial. That meeting, which has so much 
significance, made a deep impression on her. 
Upon returning home, she threw away all 
her icons and prayed to Jehovah for help. 
Two days later the pioneer sister called on 
Alla to see how she had enjoyed the Me­
morial. A fruitful discussion ensued. Alla’s 
study was restarted. Soon she was sharing 
in the witness work. This experience shows 
the value of follow-up calls on those who at­
tend the Memorial. Many will likely respond 
as Alla did.

“Not Forsaking the
Gathering of Ourselves Together”
11 The Memorial is the most important 

meeting on the calendar of Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses, but it is by no means the only one. 
Each week Jehovah’s Witnesses gather to­
gether in obedience to the apostle Paul’s 
words: “Let us consider one another to in­
cite to love and fine works, not forsaking

10. (a) What responsibility does the high Me­
morial attendance place upon us? (b) Describe 
what can happen when one who attended the 
Memorial receives further help.
11-13. (a) What is part of the faithful conduct 
of the righteous nation? (b) Why do true Chris­
tians need to attend meetings?

the gathering of ourselves together, as some 
have the custom, but encouraging one an­
other, and all the more so as you behold 
the day drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24, 25) 
They are associated with Jehovah’s righ­
teous nation that is identified by its faith­
ful conduct. Faithful conduct includes faith­
fully attending meetings.

12 This is evidently well understood in 
the Philippines, where the average country­
wide attendance at the Sunday meetings is 
125 percent of the number of publishers. It 
is well understood, too, by a group of Wit­
nesses and interested persons in Argentina. 
They live about 12 miles from the Kingdom 
Hall. Nevertheless, the circuit overseer re­
ports that except in cases of sickness, not 
one of them ever misses the meetings. They 
travel for four hours by buggy or on horse­
back, and during winter they make the jour­
ney home through the darkness of night.

13 As the end of this system draws closer, 
life gets harder, problems mount, and at­
tending meetings regularly may be more of 
a challenge. But under such circumstances, 
we have more need than ever for the spiri­
tual food and warm fellowship that can be 
found only at such gatherings.

“Be at It Urgently”
14 Last year, the Catholic Church in Italy 

referred to the work of Jehovah’s Witness­
es as “savage proselytism.” Really, though, 
there is nothing savage about what the Wit­
nesses do. Rather, their ministry is an ex­
pression of deep love for their neighbors. 
It is also evidence of obedience to Paul’s 
words: “Preach the word, be at it urgent­
ly in favorable season, in troublesome sea­
son.” (2 Timothy 4:2) A sense of urgency 
moves Jehovah’s Witnesses to be zealous in 
their ministry, as seen in their spending a

14. Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses have a sense of 
urgency about their ministry, and what results 
demonstrate this?
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total of 1,096,065,354 hours in 1994 preach­
ing to their neighbors, making return vis­
its, and conducting 4,701,357 Bible studies. 
Many were able to share in the pioneer ser­
vice, which shows that the pioneer spirit is 
alive and active. The average of 636,202 pio­
neers worldwide proves this.

15 Among those pioneers are many young

15, 16. (a) How have both young and old dem­
onstrated the pioneer spirit? (b) Looking at in­
dividual countries in the 1994 Service Year Re­
port, where do you see outstanding numbers of 
pioneers?

In teg rity  keepers in Jehovah's righteous 
nation w ill a tta in to everlasting life  
in perfection

ones. Some in the United States are now 
serving as regular pioneers during high 
school, with classmates being their primary 
territory. These youths have found that pio­
neering is the very best way of protecting 
themselves from the drugs, immorality, and 
violence that pervade many schools in that 
land. Many other young ones have pioneer­
ing as their goal when they leave school. 
Irina, in Ukraine, auxiliary pioneered all 
through high school in order to prepare her­
self for pioneering after graduation. When 
she finished school, her family offered to 
cooperate as far as secular work was con­
cerned so that she could represent them 
in the regular pioneer work. Economically,



things are not easy in Ukraine. But Irina 
says: “I know that I am doing a work that 
means life not just for me but also for those 
to whom I preach.” It is truly a delight to 
see so many young ones today thinking like 
Irina. What better way is there for them to 
‘remember their Grand Creator in the days 
of their young manhood and womanhood’? 
—Ecclesiastes 12:1.

16 A good number of pioneers are ad­
vanced in age. One reports that during the 
second world war, her father and brother 
were killed as they fought in the war, and 
her mother and sister were shot in a ghet­
to. Later she lost her son. Now, in her declin­
ing years and suffering from poor health, 
Jehovah has given her, in the Christian con­
gregation, a much larger family than the 
one she lost. And she finds her joy in help­
ing others as a regular pioneer.

17 Of course, not everyone can be a pio­
neer. Jehovah is pleased to accept our whole 
tithe, the best that we can offer, whatever 
this may be in our particular case. (Malachi 
3:10) Indeed, all of us can cultivate the spir­
it of these zealous pioneers and do what­
ever our circumstances allow to further the 
preaching of the good news.

18 For example, in Australia, April 16 was 
set aside as a special day for street witness­
ing. It was well supported by publishers and 
pioneers alike, as was evident in the new 
publisher peak of 58,780 for that month. 
Further, 90,000 more magazines were dis­
tributed than in the same month last year. 
During the special day, a sister placed mag­
azines with a man, and while taking down 
his name and address to follow up on the in­
terest, she discovered that they were relat­
ed! It turned out that they were cousins who 
had not seen each other for 30 years. That

17, 18. How can each of us, whether a pioneer 
or not, show the pioneer spirit?

surely made for some very happy return vis­
its!

Keep Integrity to the End
19 It is urgent that all in God’s righteous 

nation keep integrity as Satan’s world goes 
into its death throes. Soon, Jehovah’s holy 
nation will hear the call: “Go, my people, en­
ter into your interior rooms, and shut your 
doors behind you. Hide yourself for but a 
moment until the denunciation passes over.” 
This bloodguilty world will inevitably meet 
up with divine judgment. “For, look! Jeho­
vah is coming forth from his place to call 
to account the error of the inhabitant of 
the land against him, and the land will cer­
tainly expose her bloodshed and will no lon­
ger cover over her killed ones.” (Isaiah 26: 
20, 21) May each one of us stand firm as an 
integrity-keeping Christian associated with 
Jehovah’s righteous nation. Then we will 
rejoice to attain to everlasting life in the 
earthly or heavenly realm of Christ’s King­
dom.

19. Why is it urgent that Jehovah’s righteous 
nation keep integrity right to the end?

Do You Remember?
□  When was "the righteous nation" 

born?

□  Why have God's people needed en­
durance during these last days?

□  What is demonstrated by the high 
number of publishers and the hours 
spent in the ministry seen in the 
1994 Service Year Report?

□  Why is attendance at meetings so 
important as this world draws nearer 
to its end?

□  Why must all associated with God's 
righteous nation keep integrity?

Th  e w a t c h t o w e r — Ja n u a r y  i , i 995 19



A PRICELESS 
TREASURE TO SHARE

AS TOLD BY GLORIA MALASPINA

W h e n  the shoreline o f  Sicily disappeared, my husband and I 
began to focus our attention on our destination, the Mediterranean 

island o f  Malta. What a thrilling prospect! As the ship crossed the sea, 
we thought o f  the apostle Paul’s experience on Malta 

during the first century.—ACTS 28:1-10.

THE year was 1953, and Malta did not 
then recognize the preaching activi­
ty of Jehovah’s Witnesses. The year 

before, we had graduated from the Watch- 
tower Bible School of Gilead and were as­
signed to Italy. After just a short time of 
studying Italian, we were eager to see what 
awaited us on Malta.

How did I, a young woman, come to be a 
foreign missionary? Let me explain.

Mother’s Inspiring Example
In 1926, when our family was living in 

Fort Frances, Ontario, Canada, my moth­
er accepted the booklet Millions Now Liv­
ing Will Never Die from a Bible Student 
(as Jehovah’s Witnesses were then known). 
She read it with keen interest, and that 
very week she attended a group Bible study, 
using the Watch Tower magazine. Mother 
was an avid Bible reader, and she accepted 
the message about God’s Kingdom as the 
treasure she had been seeking. (Matthew 
6:33; 13:44) Despite violent opposition from 
Father, and although she had three small 
girls to care for, she took her stand for what 
she was learning.

Mother’s unwavering faith during the 
next 20 years kept me and my two older sis­

ters, Thelma and Viola, aware of the won­
derful hope of life eternal in a new world 
of righteousness. (2 Peter 3:13) She faced 
many difficult trials, but we never doubted 
the rightness of her chosen course.

In 1931, when I was only ten, we moved to 
a farm in northern Minnesota, U.S.A. There 
we were cut off from regular association 
with Jehovah’s Witnesses but not from Bib­
lical instruction from Mother. Her devoted 
service as a colporteur, or full-time minis­
ter, inspired me to want to join her in that 
work. In 1938 my two sisters and I symbol­
ized our dedication to Jehovah by being bap­
tized at an assembly in Duluth, Minnesota.

After I graduated from high school in 
1938, Mother encouraged me to take a busi­
ness course so that I could support myself 
as a pioneer (the new name for colporteur). 
This proved to be good advice, especially 
since Father decided to go his own way and 
left us on our own.

Sharing Our Treasure Full-Time
Eventually I moved to California, and in 

1947, I began in the pioneer work in San 
Francisco. While engaged in preconvention 
work for the “All Nations Expansion” As­
sembly in Los Angeles, I met Francis Mala-
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spina. Our mutual goal of missionary work 
led to the start of a loving relationship. We 
were married in 1949.

In September 1951, Francis and I were in­
vited to the 18th class of Gilead. On grad­
uation day, February 10, 1952, after five 
months of intensive training, the countries 
to which we were to be sent were called out 
in alphabetical order by the president of the 
school, Nathan H. Knorr. When he said, “It­
aly, Brother and Sister Malaspina,” we were 
already traveling in our minds!

A few weeks later, we boarded the ship in 
New York for the ten-day voyage to Genoa, 
Italy. Giovanni DeCecca and Max Larson, of 
the Brooklyn headquarters staff, were there 
on the dock to see us off. In Genoa we were 
met by missionaries who were familiar with 
the intricacies of entry into the country.

Excited by everything around us, we 
boarded a train to Bologna. Our view on ar­
rival was that of a city still disfigured by 
the bombings of World War II. But there 
were also many pleasant things, such as the 
irresistible aroma of roasting coffee that 
filled the morning air and the spicy smell of 
superb sauces being prepared for countless 
types of pasta.

Fulfilling a Goal
We started out in the ministry with a 

memorized presentation, and we delivered 
it until the message was accepted or the 
door was closed. The desire to express our­
selves moved us to study the language dili­
gently. After four months, we were assigned 
to a new missionary home in Naples.

This huge city is notable for its marvel­
ous views. We enjoyed our service there, but 
after another four months, my husband was 
assigned to the circuit, or traveling, work 
visiting congregations from Rome to Sicily. 
In time, we also visited Malta and even Lib­
ya in Northern Africa.

The train trips from Naples to Sicily dur­
ing those years were a test of physical en­
durance. We would board a packed train and 
stand in crowded passageways, sometimes 
for six to eight hours. However, it gave us 
a fine opportunity to study those around 
us. Many times a large demijohn of home­
made wine served as a seat for its owner, 
who would occasionally use its contents to 
satisfy his thirst during the long journey. 
Friendly passengers often offered to share 
their bread and salami with us, a hospita­
ble, heartwarming gesture that we appreci­
ated.

In Sicily we would be met by friends 
who carried our suitcases up the mountain 
on a three-and-a-half-hour steady climb to 
the congregation at the top. The warm wel­
come of our Christian brothers made us 
forget our weariness. Sometimes we rode 
surefooted mules, but we never looked to 
the depths below where a single misstep by 
the mule would have taken us. Our broth­
ers’ firm stand for Bible truth despite their 
hardships strengthened us, and the love we 
were shown made us thankful to be with 
them.

Malta and Libya
Filled to the brim with memories of our 

brothers in Sicily, we sailed for Malta. The 
apostle Paul had found kindly people there, 
and so did we. A storm in St. Paul’s Bay 
made us realize the danger that small ships 
faced in the first century. (Acts 27:39-28: 
10) Yet ahead was Libya. How would we fare 
in this African land where our work was 
banned?

Once again we experienced a totally dif­
ferent culture. The sights and sounds of 
the city of Tripoli caught my attention as 
we walked through the pillared streets of 
the downtown area. Men used woven camel- 
hair garments to protect themselves from
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the burning heat of the Sahara Desert by 
day and from the coolness of the night. We 
learned to appreciate and respect the way 
people adapt to climatic conditions where 
they live.

The cautious zeal of the brothers taught 
us much about relying heavily on Jeho­
vah and following the instructions of those 
who are more knowledgeable about preach­
ing under such circumstances. Our Chris­
tian brothers were of many nationalities; 
yet they worked harmoniously in their ser­
vice to Jehovah.

A New Assignment
Because of opposition to our preaching 

work, we had to leave Italy, but we happily 
accepted a new preaching assignment in 
Brazil in 1957. Francis and I adapted to the 
life and customs, and after eight months, 
Francis was invited to do circuit work. We 
traveled by bus, by plane, and on foot. This 
immense, beautiful country opened up be­
fore us like a lesson in geography.

Our first circuit took in ten congregations 
in the city of Sao Paulo, as well as ten small 
towns in the interior and along the south­
ern coastal area of the state of Sao Pau­
lo. There were no congregations in those 
towns at the time. We would locate a place 
to stay, and after getting settled, we would 
call from house to house with the Kingdom 
message. We also left invitations to a show­
ing of one of the Watch Tower Society’s ed­
ucational films.

Getting on a bus with films, projector, 
transformer, files, literature, invitations, 
and equipment to handstamp the location of 
the film showing on the invitations was no 
small task. By comparison, our small suit­
case of clothing was not a big item. The pro­
jector had to be cushioned on our laps so 
that it would not shake apart from travel 
over the rough roads.
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After locating a place to show the film, 
we would go from door to door and leave in­
vitations to the film showing. Sometimes we 
obtained permission to project the film in a 
restaurant or a hotel. At other times we 
stretched a sheet between two poles in the 
open air. The appreciative audience, many 
of whom had never seen a motion picture, 
would stand and listen attentively as Fran­
cis read the narration. Afterward, we would 
distribute Bible literature.

To reach villages, we traveled by bus. 
Some of the rivers were not spanned by a 
bridge, so the bus would be put on a large 
raft and floated to the other side. We were 
advised to get off the bus and, if we saw the 
bus slipping off into the river, to jump off 
the other side of the raft to avoid getting 
sucked down. Thankfully, we never lost a 
bus to the river—a good thing, especially 
since the river was noted for having flesh­
eating piranha fish!

After attending the international con­
vention in New York in 1958, we returned to 
Brazil, where we soon afterward were back 
in the traveling work. Our district took us 
to the Uruguayan border on the south, Par­
aguay on the west, the state of Pernambu­
co in the north, and the Atlantic Ocean on 
the eastern side of Brazil.

The Leper Colony
In the mid-1960’s, we accepted an invita­

tion to show one of the Society’s films in 
a leper colony. I have to admit that I was 
somewhat fearful. We had little knowledge 
of leprosy, except what we had read about it 
in the Bible. Upon entering the compound, 
which was painted white, we were directed 
to a large auditorium. A section had been 
roped off in the middle for us and our equip­
ment.

The electrician who was helping us was a 
40-year resident of the colony. He had lost



When my husband and I were  
m issionaries in Ita ly

his hands at the wrists and some other parts 
of his body, badly disfiguring him. I was 
startled at first, but his cheerful demean­
or and dexterity in handling his work put 
me at ease. We were soon conversing about 
many things as we completed the necessary 
preparations. Of the one thousand afflicted 
persons housed in the facility, over two hun­
dred attended. As they limped in, we noted 
many different stages of the disease they 
were suffering from. What a moving, emo­
tional experience for us!

We thought of what Jesus said to the lep­
er who begged, “Lord, if you just want to, 
you can make me clean.” Touching the man, 
Jesus assured him, “I want to. Be made 
clean.” (Matthew 8:2, 3) After the program 
ended, many approached us to thank us for 
coming, their damaged bodies a vivid testi­
mony to mankind’s great suffering. Later, 
local Witnesses studied the Bible with those 
desirous of learning more.

In 1967 we returned to the United States 
to take care of some severe health prob­
lems. As we continued to deal with these, we 
were again privileged to serve in the circuit 
work. For the next 20 years, I shared with 
Francis in the traveling work in the United 
States. During this time he also taught the 
Kingdom Ministry School.

What a source of encouragement it 
was to me to have a loving husband 
and faithful companion who cared for 
whatever assignment he was given! 
Together we were privileged to share 
the treasure of Bible truth on parts of 
four continents.

Sustained by the Treasure
Back in 1950, Mother married Da­

vid Easter, a faithful brother who 
was baptized in 1924. They served togeth­
er many years in the full-time ministry. 
However, during the final portion of Moth­
er’s life, Alzheimer’s disease began to man­
ifest itself. She required much care as the 
disease took over her power to reason. My 
supportive sisters and David shouldered 
the heavy responsibility of caring for her, 
since they did not want us to leave our spe­
cial privileges of full-time service. Mother’s 
faithful example right down to her death in 
1987 did much to help us chart our course 
in life, and the hope she cherished of a heav­
enly reward consoled us.

By 1989,1 could tell that Francis was not 
as energetic as he used to be. We were un­
aware that snail fever, a disease well-known 
in many parts of the world, was taking its 
toll. In 1990, this unrelenting enemy took 
over, and I lost my beloved partner with 
whom I had shared over 40 years in Jeho­
vah’s service.

Adjustments are a part of life. Some are 
easy, and some are difficult. But Jehovah, 
the Giver of the priceless treasure of Bible 
truth, sustained me by means of his orga­
nization and the love and encouragement of 
my family. I am still finding contentment as 
I look forward to the fulfillment of all of Je­
hovah’s unfailing promises.
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"Out of the Mouth of Babes"

WHEN Samuel was a young boy, he 
stood firm for right principles de­
spite the wickedness of the sons 

of High Priest Eli. (1 Samuel 2:22; 3:1) In 
the days of Elisha, a little Israelite captive 
in Syria gave a courageous witness to her 
mistress. (2 Kings 5:2-4) When Jesus was 
12 years old, he spoke boldly to the teach­
ers of Israel, asking questions and giving 
answers that astounded onlookers. (Luke 
2:46-48) Throughout history Jehovah has 
been served faithfully by his young wor­
shipers.

Do young people today show that same 
faithful spirit? Yes, indeed! Reports from 
branch offices of the Watch Tower Soci­
ety show that many, many believing young­
sters “offer themselves willingly” in Jeho­
vah’s service. (Psalm 110:3) The fine results 
of their endeavors encourage all Chris­
tians, young and old, “not [to] give up in do­
ing what is fine.”—Galatians 6:9.

A good example is Ayumi, a little Jap­
anese girl who became a publisher when 
she was six years old and made it her goal 
to witness to everyone in her class. She 
got permission to place several publications 
in the classroom library, preparing herself 
to answer any questions that her school­
mates might ask. Almost all her classmates 
as well as the teacher got to know the publi­
cations. During her six years of elementary 
school, Ayumi arranged for 13 Bible stud­
ies. She was baptized while in the fourth 
grade, and one of her friends with whom 
she had studied was baptized in the sixth 
grade. Moreover, the mother and two older 
sisters of this Bible student also studied 
and were baptized.

Good Conduct a Witness
“Maintain your conduct fine among the 

nations,” said the apostle Peter, and young 
Christians take this command seriously. 
(1 Peter 2:12) As a result, their good con­
duct often gives a fine witness. In the Af­
rican country of Cameroon, a man came for 
the second time to a congregation meeting 
of Jehovah’s Witnesses and happened to sit 
beside a small girl. When the speaker in­
vited the audience to look up a passage in 
the Bible, the man noticed that the little 
girl quickly found the verse in her own Bi­
ble and attentively followed the reading. 
Her attitude so impressed him that at the 
conclusion of the meeting, he went to the 
speaker and said: “This small girl has made 
me want to study the Bible with you.”

In South Africa there is a school where 
25 students are children of Jehovah’s W it­
nesses. Their good conduct has resulted in 
a fine reputation for Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
One teacher confided to a Witness parent 
that she did not understand how the W it­
nesses manage to train their children so 
well, especially since her own church had 
proved incapable of helping young ones. A 
new teacher came to assist in the school 
and immediately noticed the good conduct 
of the Witness children. She asked one of 
the Witness boys what she would have to 
do to become one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. 
He explained that she should have a Bible 
study, and he arranged for his parents to 
follow up on the interest.

In Costa Rica, Rigoberto recognized the 
ring of truth when two classmates used 
the Bible to answer his questions about the
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Trinity, the soul, and hellfire. What they 
said carried weight with him not only be­
cause of their ability to use the Scrip­
tures but also because their excellent con­
duct was so different from what he had 
witnessed in the churches of Christendom. 
In spite of family opposition, Rigoberto is 
making good progress in his Bible study.

In Spain two Witnesses of Jehovah—one 
of them nine years old—visited a man 
named Onofre. While the adult Witness 
did most of the talking, the young Witness 
followed along in the Scriptures and quot­
ed some Bible texts from memory. Onofre 
was impressed. He decided that he wanted 
to study the Bible at the same place where 
that young boy had learned to handle the 
Scriptures so well. Hence, early the follow­
ing Sunday morning, he went to the King­
dom Hall. He had to wait outside until mid­
afternoon, when the Witnesses came for 
their meeting. From then on, he made fine 
progress and recently symbolized his dedi­
cation by water baptism.

Effective Young Witnesses
Yes, Jehovah uses young ones as well as 

adults to reach the meekhearted. Such was 
further seen in an experience from Hun­
gary. There, a hospital nurse noticed that 
whenever visitors came to see a certain 
ten-year-old patient, they would bring her 
reading matter as well as food. Intrigued, 
she wondered what a young girl would be 
reading about and found that it was the 
Bible. The nurse talked to her and later 
said: “From the first moment, she was real­
ly teaching me.” When the young girl left 
the hospital, she invited the nurse to at­
tend a convention, but the nurse turned her 
down. Later, though, she agreed to attend 
the “Pure Language” District Convention.

Soon after, she started a Bible study, and 
one year later she was baptized—all as a 
result of a little girl using her time in the 
hospital to read Bible literature.

Ana Ruth, in El Salvador, was in her sec­
ond year in high school. She had the habit 
of leaving Bible literature on her desk for 
others to read if they wanted to. Noticing 
that the literature disappeared and then 
reappeared after some time, Ana Ruth dis­
covered that a schoolmate, Evelyn, was 
reading it. After a while, Evelyn accepted 
a study and began attending congregation 
meetings. Eventually, she was baptized, 
and now she serves as a regular auxiliary 
pioneer. Ana Ruth is a regular pioneer.

In Panama a sister started a study with 
a woman whose husband began to oppose 
the truth to the point that the study al­
most stopped. However, gradually the hus­
band’s attitude softened. Some time later, 
his fleshly brother, a Witness, asked him to 
install a burglar alarm in his house. While 
he was installing the alarm, his nine-year- 
old niece came home looking very sad. He 
asked her what was wrong, and she said 
that she and her older sister had gone to 
conduct a Bible study but the person was 
not at home, so she had not been able to do 
anything for Jehovah that day. Her uncle 
said: “Why not preach to me? Then you will 
do something for Jehovah.” His niece ran 
happily to get her Bible, and a study was 
started.

Her mother (the man’s sister-in-law) 
was listening. She thought that the whole 
thing was just a joke, but every time the 
man went to her house, he asked his niece 
for a Bible study. When the mother saw 
that her brother-in-law was serious and had 
some difficult questions, she decided to con­
duct the study herself with her daughter
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present. He began to study twice a week and 
made rapid progress. Finally, he reached 
the point of dedication and was baptized at 
the same assembly as his wife—thanks to 
the fine attitude of his young niece.

Courage of the Young
Gives a Fine Witness

The Bible says: “Be courageous and let 
your heart be strong. Yes, hope in Jeho­
vah.” (Psalm 27:14) These words apply to 
all o f God’s servants, and young as well as 
adult applied them during the past year. In 
Australia, when a five-year-old girl start­
ed in a new school, her mother went to 
the teacher to explain the beliefs of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses. The teacher said: “I al­
ready know what you believe. Your daugh­
ter has explained everything to me.” This 
young girl had not been too timid to ap­
proach her teacher on her own to explain 
her faith.

Five-year-old Andrea in Romania also 
showed courage. When her mother left the 
Orthodox faith to become a Witness, her 
neighbors refused to listen to her. One day 
at the Congregation Book Study, Andrea 
heard the service overseer stress the need 
to preach to one’s neighbors. She thought 
seriously about this, and back home she 
said to her mother: “After you leave for 
work, I will get up, arrange my bag with 
literature just as you do, Mommy, and I will 
pray to Jehovah to help me talk about the 
truth with the neighbors.”

The next day Andrea did what she had 
promised. Then, mustering up her courage, 
she rang the bell of a neighbor. When the 
neighbor answered the door, this little girl 
said: “I know that since my mother became 
a Witness, you don’t like her. She has tried 
to talk to you several times, but you did 
not want to listen to her. This is upsetting

to her, but I want you to know that we 
love you.” Then, Andrea went on to give a 
fine witness. In one day, she distributed six 
books, six magazines, four booklets, and 
four tracts. Since then, she has been regu­
lar in the field service.

In Rwanda our brothers have had to show 
great courage in view of the strife there. 
On one occasion a family of Witnesses was 
put in a room where soldiers prepared to 
kill them. The family asked permission to 
pray first. This was granted, and all ex­
cept the daughter, Deborah, prayed silent­
ly. According to a report, Deborah prayed 
out loud: “Jehovah, this week Papa and I 
placed five magazines. How are we going to 
get back to these people to teach them the 
truth and help them get life? Besides, how 
am I going to be a publisher now? I want­
ed to get baptized in order to serve you.” 
Upon hearing this, a soldier said: “We can­
not kill you because of this little girl.” Deb­
orah responded: “Thank you.” The family 
was spared.

When Jesus made his triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem near the end of his earth­
ly life, he was greeted by vast, cheering 
crowds. The crowds were made up of chil­
dren as well as adults. According to the 
record, young boys “were crying out in the 
temple and saying: ‘Save, we pray, the Son 
of David!’ ” When the chief priests and the 
scribes protested at this, Jesus retorted: 
“Did you never read this, ‘Out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings you have furnished 
praise’?”—Matthew 21:15, 16.

Is it not thrilling to see that even today 
Jesus’ words are true? “Out of the mouth 
of babes and sucklings”—and, may we add, 
teenagers and young men and women—Je­
hovah has furnished praise. Indeed, when 
it comes to praising Jehovah, there is no 
minimum age.—Joel 2:28, 29.
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Determining Weakness, 
Wickedness, and Repentance

SIN is something that Christians hate 
—a falling short of Jehovah’s righ­
teous standards. (Hebrews 1:9) Un­

happily, all of us sin from time to time. All 
of us struggle with inherent weakness and 
imperfection. In most cases, though, if we 
confess our sins to Jehovah and earnestly 
try not to repeat them, we can approach 
him with a clean conscience. (Romans 7: 
21-24; 1 John 1:8, 9; 2:1, 2) We thank Jeho­
vah that, on the basis of the ransom sacri­
fice, he accepts our sacred service despite 
our weaknesses.

If someone falls into serious sin because 
of fleshly weakness, he urgently needs shep­
herding in harmony with the procedure 
outlined at James 5:14-16: “Is there anyone 
[spiritually] sick among you? Let him call 
the older men of the congregation to him.. .  
If he has committed sins, it will be forgiven 
him. Therefore openly confess your sins to 
one another and pray for one another, that 
you may get healed.”

Hence, when a dedicated Christian com­
mits gross sin, something more than per­
sonal confession to Jehovah is needed. The 
elders must take certain steps, since the 
cleanness or the peace of the congregation 
is threatened. (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corin­
thians 5:9-11; 6:9, 10) Elders may have 
to determine: Is the individual repentant? 
What led up to the sin? Was it the result 
of an isolated moment of weakness? Was it 
a practice of sin? Such determination is 
not always simple or clear-cut and demands 
considerable discernment.

What, though, if the sin is because of 
pursuing a course of wrongdoing and wick­
ed conduct? Then, the elders’ responsibili­
ty is clear. When directing the handling 
of a serious matter in the Corinthian con­
gregation, the apostle Paul said: “Remove 
the wicked man from among yourselves.” 
(1 Corinthians 5:13) Wicked people have no 
place in the Christian congregation.

Weighing Weakness, 
Wickedness, and Repentance

How can elders know when someone is 
repentant?* This is not a simple question. 
Think, for example, of King David. He com­
mitted adultery and then, in effect, mur­
der. Yet, Jehovah allowed him to keep liv­
ing. (2 Samuel 11:2-24; 12:1-14) Then think 
of Ananias and Sapphira. They lyingly 
tried to deceive the apostles, hypocritical­
ly pretending to be more generous than 
they really were. Serious? Yes. As bad as 
murder and adultery? Hardly! Yet, Ananias 
and Sapphira paid with their lives.—Acts 
5:1-11.

Why the different judgments? David fell 
into serious sin because of fleshly weak­
ness. When confronted with what he had 
done, he repented, and Jehovah forgave 
him—although he was severely disciplined 
with regard to problems in his household. 
Ananias and Sapphira sinned in that they 
hypocritically lied, trying to deceive the 
Christian congregation and thus ‘play false

* For further information, see The Watchtower of 
September 1, 1981, pages 24-6; Insight on the Scrip­
tures, Volume 2, pages 772-4.
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to the holy spirit and to God.’ That turned 
out to be evidence of a wicked heart. Hence, 
they were judged more severely.

In both cases Jehovah made the judg­
ment, and his judgment was correct be­
cause he can examine hearts. (Proverbs 
17:3) Human elders cannot do that. So how 
can elders discern whether a serious sin is 
evidence of weakness more than of wicked­
ness?

In fact, all sin is wicked, but not all sin­
ners are wicked. Similar sins may be evi­
dence of weakness in one person and wick­
edness in another. Indeed, sinning usually 
involves a measure of both weakness and 
wickedness on the part of the sinner. One 
determining factor is how the sinner views 
what he has done and what he intends to 
do about it. Does he show a repentant spir­
it? Elders need discernment to perceive 
this. How can they get that discernment? 
The apostle Paul promised Timothy: “Give 
constant thought to what I am saying; the 
Lord will really give you discernment in 
all things.” (2 Timothy 2:7) If elders hum­
bly give “constant thought” to the inspired 
words of Paul and the other Bible writers, 
they will get the discernment needed to 
view properly those who sin in the congre­
gation. Then, their decisions will reflect Je­
hovah’s thinking, not their own.—Proverbs 
11:2; Matthew 18:18.

How is this done? One way is to examine 
how the Bible describes wicked people and 
see whether the description applies to the 
individual being dealt with.

Taking Responsibility and Repenting
The first humans who chose a course of 

wickedness were Adam and Eve. Despite 
being perfect and having full knowledge 
of Jehovah’s law, they rebelled against di­
vine sovereignty. When Jehovah confront­
ed them with what they had done, their
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reactions were worthy o f note—Adam 
blamed Eve, and Eve blamed the serpent! 
(Genesis 3:12, 13) Compare this with the 
deep humility of David. When faced with 
his grave sins, he accepted responsibility 
and begged for forgiveness, saying: “I have 
sinned against Jehovah.”—2 Samuel 12:13; 
Psalm 51:4, 9, 10.

Elders do well to consider these two ex­
amples when handling cases of serious sin, 
especially on the part of an adult. Does the 
sinner—like David when he was convinced 
of his sin—forthrightly accept the blame 
and repentantly look to Jehovah for help 
and forgiveness, or does he seek to mini­
mize what he has done, perhaps blaming 
someone else? True, the person who sins 
may wish to explain what led up to his 
acts, and there may be circumstances, ei­
ther past or present, that elders may need 
to consider when deciding how to help him. 
(Compare Hosea 4:14.) But he should accept 
that he is the one who sinned and that he 
is responsible before Jehovah. Remember: 
“Jehovah is near to those that are broken 
at heart; and those who are crushed in spir­
it he saves.”—Psalm 34:18.

Practicing What Is Bad
In the book of Psalms, there are many 

references to wicked people. Such scrip­
tures can further help elders to discern 
whether a person is basically wicked or 
weak. For example, consider the inspired 
prayer of King David: “Do not draw me 
along with wicked people and with practic­
e s  of what is hurtful, those who are speak­
ing peace with their companions but in 
whose hearts is what is bad.” (Psalm 28:3) 
Notice that wicked people are mentioned in 
parallel with “practicers of what is hurt­
ful.” A person who sins because of fleshly 
weakness is likely to stop as soon as he 
comes to his senses. If, though, someone



Ananias and Sapphira  
hypocritically played false  
to the holy sp ir it, showing  
wickedness o f heart

refusing to confess ful­
ly, this could well be evi­
dence of a wicked heart.

‘practices’ what is bad so that it becomes a 
part of his life, this could be evidence of a 
wicked heart.

David mentioned another characteristic 
of wickedness in that verse. Like Anani­
as and Sapphira, the wicked person speaks 
good things with his mouth but has bad 
things in his heart. He may be a hypocrite 
—like the Pharisees of Jesus’ day who ‘out­
wardly indeed appeared righteous to men 
but inside were full of hypocrisy and law­
lessness.’ (Matthew 23:28; Luke 11:39) Je­
hovah hates hypocrisy. (Proverbs 6:16-19) 
If someone hypocritically tries to deny 
his serious sins even when speaking with 
the judicial committee, or grudgingly ad­
mits only what is already known by others,

Haughty Disregard 
for Jehovah

Other things that char­
acterize a wicked person 
are outlined in Psalm 10. 
There we read: “In his 
haughtiness the wicked 
one hotly pursues the 
afflicted one; . . .  he has 
disrespected Jehovah.” 
(Psalm 10:2, 3) How are 
we to view a dedicated 
Christian who is haughty 
and disrespects Jehovah? 
Surely, these are wicked 
mental attitudes. A per­
son who sins out of weak­
ness will, once he realizes 

his sin or has it drawn to his attention, 
repent and strive hard to turn his life 
around. (2 Corinthians 7:10,11) In contrast, 
if a man sins because of a fundamental 
disrespect for Jehovah, what will stop him 
from returning again and again to his sin­
ful course? If he is haughty despite being 
counseled in a spirit of mildness, how can he 
have the humility needed to repent sincere­
ly and truly?

Consider now David’s words a little lat­
er in the same psalm: “Why is it that the 
wicked one has disrespected God? He has 
said in his heart: ‘You will not require an 
accounting.’ ” (Psalm 10:13) In the setting 
of the Christian congregation, the wicked 
man knows the difference between right
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and wrong, but he does not hesitate to do 
wrong if he thinks he can get away with it. 
As long as there is no fear of exposure, he 
gives full rein to his sinful inclinations. Un­
like David, if his sins do come to light, he 
will scheme to avoid discipline. Such a man 
is highly disrespectful of Jehovah. “There is
no dread of God in front of his eyes___What
is bad he does not reject.”—Psalm 36:1,4.

Harming Others
Usually, more than one person is affected 

by a sin. For example, an adulterer sins 
against God; he victimizes his wife and chil­
dren; if his partner in sin is married, he vic­
timizes her family; and he stains the good 
name of the congregation. How does he view 
all of that? Does he show heartfelt sorrow 
along with genuine repentance? Or does he 
manifest the spirit described in Psalm 94: 
“All the practicers of what is hurtful keep 
bragging about themselves. Your people, 0  
Jehovah, they keep crushing, and your in­
heritance they keep afflicting. The widow 
and the alien resident they kill, and the fa­
therless boys they murder. And they keep 
saying: ‘Jah does not see; and the God of Ja­
cob does not understand it’ ”?—Psalm 94: 
4-7.

Likely, the sins handled in a congregation 
will not involve murder and killing. Yet the 
spirit manifested here—the spirit of be­
ing ready to victimize others for personal 
benefit—may become obvious as the elders 
investigate wrongdoing. This too is arro­
gance, the mark of a wicked man. (Proverbs 
21:4) It is totally the opposite of the spirit of 
a true Christian, who is willing to sacrifice 
himself for his brother.—John 15:12,13.

Applying Godly Principles
These few guidelines are not intended to 

set rules. They do, however, give an idea 
of some things that Jehovah views as tru­

ly wicked. Is there a refusal to accept re­
sponsibility for the wrong committed? Has 
the one who sinned brazenly ignored pre­
vious counsel on this very matter? Is there 
an entrenched practice of serious wrong­
doing? Does the wrongdoer manifest a 
blatant disregard for Jehovah’s law? Has 
he made calculating efforts to conceal the 
wrong, perhaps corrupting others at the 
same time? (Jude 4) Do such efforts only 
intensify when the wrong comes to light? 
Does the wrongdoer show total disregard 
for the harm he has done to others and to 
Jehovah’s name? What about his attitude? 
After kindly Scriptural counsel is given, 
is he haughty or arrogant? Does he lack 
a heartfelt desire to avoid repeating the 
wrong? If the elders perceive such things, 
which strongly indicate a lack of repen­
tance, they may conclude that the sins com­
mitted give evidence of wickedness rather 
than merely weakness of the flesh.

Even when dealing with a person who 
seems to have wicked inclinations, elders 
do not cease to exhort him to pursue righ­
teousness. (Hebrews 3:12) Wicked individ­
uals may repent and change. If that were 
not the case, why did Jehovah urge the Is­
raelites: “Let the wicked man leave his way, 
and the harmful man his thoughts; and let 
him return to Jehovah, who will have mer­
cy upon him, and to our God, for he will 
forgive in a large way”? (Isaiah 55:7) Per­
haps, during a judicial hearing, the elders 
will perceive a marked change in his heart 
condition as reflected in a repentant bear­
ing and attitude.

Even at the time of disfellowshipping an 
individual, the elders, as shepherds, will 
urge him to repent and try to make his 
way back into Jehovah’s favor. Remember 
the “wicked man” in Corinth. Evidently 
he changed his way, and Paul later recom­
mended his reinstatement. (2 Corinthians
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2:7, 8) Consider also King Manasseh. He 
was very wicked indeed, but when he final­
ly repented, Jehovah accepted his repen­
tance.—2 Kings 21:10-16; 2 Chronicles 33: 
9, 13, 19.

True, there is a sin that will not be for­
given—sin against the holy spirit. (He­
brews 10:26, 27) Jehovah alone determines

who has committed that sin. Humans have 
no authority to do so. The responsibility of 
the elders is to keep the congregation clean 
and to help to restore repentant sinners. If 
they do so with discernment and humili­
ty, letting their decisions reflect Jehovah’s 
wisdom, then Jehovah will bless this aspect 
of their shepherding.

KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
Jehovah Is Stronger Than His Enemies

THE Devil and his demons have long tried to hin­
der the preaching of the good news by means 
of false religion and spiritism. The Bible speaks 
about Satan's evil intent at 2 Corinthians 4:4 
where it states that "the god of this system of 
things has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, 
that the illumination of the glorious good news 
about the Christ, who is the image of God, might 
not shine through."

But Jehovah God is stronger than Satan. There 
is nothing that Jehovah's enemies can do to stop 
the accomplishment of his divine will, which is 
that "all sorts of men should be saved and come 
to an accurate knowledge of truth." (1 Timothy 
2:4) The following reports from Kingdom pro- 
claimers in Australia highlight this.

□ After a 20-year break with religion, a wom­
an began to read the Bible again. This renewed 
interest in the Bible caused her to have numerous 
questions, so she prayed to God for help to find 
the answers. She wanted to search for the truth, 
but she knew that going back to her old religion 
would not solve her problem. Instead, she start­
ed her search by visiting a used-book store and 
asking if they had any books on religion.

The storeowner remembered that she had a re­
ligious book, not in the store, but at home. The 
title of the book was You Can Live Forever in 
Paradise on Earth, published by Jehovah's W it­
nesses. The woman eagerly read the book and 
found the answers to many of her Bible ques­

tions. After searching for Jehovah's Witnesses in 
the telephone book, she finally contacted them 
and began a regular study of the Bible.

□ A young woman hired the services of a lo­
cal newspaper to advertise the sale of an amulet. 
The advertisement referred to it as a 'medieval 
amulet that is very powerful.' One of Jehovah's 
Witnesses noticed the ad. She decided to call the 
telephone number given and talk to the woman 
about the source of the amulet's alleged pow­
er. A discussion on the Bible's view of demonic 
activity followed. The young woman with the 
amulet revealed that just one day earlier, she had 
prayed to God for help with her problems with 
demons. The Witness made arrangements for an­
other discussion over the telephone.

When she called, the young woman was not at 
home. The mother answered the telephone and 
said: "I don't know what you told my daugh­
ter, but what has happened is a miracle!" She 
related that after the initial call, her daughter 
threw away all her satanic pictures and books 
and started reading the Bible.

Soon after, arrangements were made for a 
personal visit to the young woman. She immedi­
ately accepted a regular study of the Bible with 
Jehovah's Witnesses. She also began associating 
with the Witnesses by attending their Christian 
meetings. Again, Jehovah defeated the demons 
by making the accurate knowledge of Bible truths 
shine forth.
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