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Can the Dead See Us?
A WOMAN murders her husband. 

Seven years later she is terrified by 
a dream that she believes is a sign 

of her dead husband’s wrath. To appease 
his “spirit,” she sends her daughter to pour 
out drink offerings on his grave.

The daughter does not know how to 
speak to her father’s spirit, since the offer­
ing comes from her mother who killed him. 
From a place of concealment, her brother 
watches. He comes forward, and he and his 
sister offer a prayer to their father to help 
them avenge his murder.

This scene is from Libation Bearers, 
a Greek play written more than 2,400 years 
ago. In some parts of the world, especially

in Africa, similar graveside sacrifices are 
offered even today.

Consider, for example, the experience of 
Ibe, who lives in Nigeria. Having lost three 
children in death, he approaches the tradi­
tional native doctor, who tells Ibe that the 
deaths are not without reason—Ibe’s late 
father is angry because his burial has not 
been performed in the proper manner.

Acting on the native doctor’s advice, Ibe 
sacrifices a goat and pours an offering of 
gin and wine on his father’s grave. He calls 
out to his father’s spirit, begging forgive­
ness, affirming his love, and asking a bless­
ing.

Ibe does not doubt that his father can
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see and hear him. He does not believe that 
his father is lifeless but that at death he 
“crossed over” from the visible world to the 
invisible world. Ibe believes that his father 
has gone from the world of flesh and blood 
to the world of spirits, the domain of the 
ancestors.

Ibe reasons like this: ‘Though Father is 
no longer in this world, he still remembers 
me and is interested in my welfare. And 
since he is now a spirit with enhanced pow­
ers, he is in a far better position to help me 
than he was as a man on earth. Moreover, 
he can make direct approach to God in my 
behalf, since God is also a spirit. Father 
may be angry right now, but if I show him 
proper respect, he will forgive and bless 
me.’

In Africa the belief that the dead see 
people on earth and influence their lives 
is common among those who practice tra­
ditional religion. It is evident among pro­
fessed Christians also. For example, after a 
woman has been married in church, it is 
not unusual for her to go to the home of

her parents to receive a traditional bless­
ing. There the ancestors are invoked, and a 
drink offering is poured out to them. Many 
people believe that failure to do this brings 
disaster upon the marriage.

It is thought that the ancestors, or ances­
tral spirits, ensure the survival and pros­
perity of their families on earth. According 
to this view, they are powerful allies, able 
to bring good harvests, promote well-being, 
and protect people from harm. They inter­
cede in man’s behalf. If ignored or offend­
ed, however, they bring disaster— sick­
ness, poverty, even death. Consequently, 
through sacrifice and ritual, people strive 
to maintain good relations with the dead.

Do you believe that the dead play an ac­
tive role in the lives of the living? Have 
you ever stood at the grave of a loved one 
and found yourself speaking a few words, 
just in case he or she could hear you? Well, 
whether the dead see and hear us or not de­
pends on what happens at death. Let us ex­
amine what the Bible says about this im­
portant subject.

Where Are the Dead?
u n r  HE earth is a marketplace; heav­

en is our home,” say the Yoru- 
JL ba of West Africa. This idea is 

echoed in many religions. It conveys the 
notion that the earth is like a marketplace 
that we visit for a short time and then de­
part. According to this belief, at death we 
go to heaven, our true abode.

The Bible does teach that some go to 
heaven. Jesus Christ told his faithful apos­
tles: “In the house of my Father there are

many abodes___ I am going my way to pre­
pare a place for you. Also, if I go my way 
and prepare a place for you, I am coming 
again and will receive you home to myself, 
that where I am you also may be.”—John 
14:2, 3.

Jesus’ words do not mean that all good 
people go to heaven or that heaven is man­
kind’s home. Some are taken to heaven in 
connection with rulership over the earth. 
Jehovah God knew that human govern-
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ments would never successfully manage af­
fairs on earth. Therefore, he arranged for 
a heavenly government, or Kingdom, that 
would eventually take control of the earth 
and transform it into the Paradise he orig­
inally purposed it to be. (Matthew 6:9, 10) 
Jesus would be King of God’s Kingdom. 
(Daniel 7:13, 14) Others would be selected 
from among humankind to rule with him. 
The Bible foretold that those taken to heav­
en would be “a kingdom and priests to our 
God” and would “rule as kings over the 
earth.”—Revelation 5:10.

Who Go to Heaven?
Considering the great responsibility 

these heavenly rulers would have, it is not 
surprising that they would have to meet 
strict requirements. Those who go to heav­
en must have accurate knowledge of Jeho­
vah and must obey him. (John 17:3; Romans 
6:17,18) They are required to exercise faith 
in Jesus Christ’s ransom sacrifice. (John 
3:16) Yet, more is involved. They must be 
called and chosen by God through his Son. 
(2 Timothy 1:9, 10; 1 Peter 2:9) Further­
more, they must be baptized Christians who 
are “born again,” begotten by God’s holy 
spirit. (John 1:12, 13; 3:3-6) They also need 
to maintain integrity to God until death. 
—2 Timothy 2:11-13; Revelation 2:10.

Countless millions of people who have 
lived and died did not meet these require­
ments. Many have had little opportunity to 
learn about the true God. Others have nev­
er read the Bible and know little or nothing 
about Jesus Christ. Even among true Chris­
tians on earth today, few have been chosen 
by God for heavenly life.

Consequently, the number of those who 
go to heaven would be relatively small. Je­
sus referred to such ones as a “little flock.” 
(Luke 12:32) Later, it was revealed to the

apostle John that those “bought from the 
earth” to rule with Christ in heaven would 
number only 144,000. (Revelation 14:1, 3; 
20:6) When compared with the billions of 
people who have lived on earth, that is a 
small number indeed.

Those Who Do Not Go to Heaven
What happens to those who do not go to 

heaven? Are they suffering in a place of 
eternal torment, as some religions teach? 
Of course not, for Jehovah is a God of love. 
Loving parents do not throw their children 
into the fire, and Jehovah does not torture 
people in such a way.— 1 John 4:8.

The prospect for the vast majority of 
those who have died is a resurrection to an 
earthly paradise. The Bible says that Je­
hovah created the earth “to be inhabited.” 
(Isaiah 45:18) The psalmist declared: “As 
regards the heavens, to Jehovah the heav­
ens belong, but the earth he has given to 
the sons of men.” (Psalm 115:16) It is the 
earth, not heaven, that will be mankind’s 
permanent home.

Jesus foretold: “The hour is coming in 
which all those in the memorial tombs will 
hear his voice [that of Jesus, the “Son of 
man” ] and come out.” (John 5:27-29) The 
Christian apostle Paul affirmed: “I have 
hope toward God . . . that there is going 
to be a resurrection of both the righteous 
and the unrighteous.” (Acts 24:15) On the 
torture stake, Jesus promised a repentant 
evildoer life by means of a resurrection into 
an earthly paradise.—Luke 23:43.

What, though, is the present state of 
the dead who will be resurrected to life on 
earth? An event in the ministry of Jesus 
helps to answer this question. His friend 
Lazarus had died. Before Jesus went to 
resurrect him, He told His disciples: “Laz­
arus our friend has gone to rest, but I
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am journeying there to awaken him from 
sleep.” (John 11:11) Thus Jesus compared 
death to sleep, a deep sleep without dreams.

Sleeping in Death
Other scriptures harmonize with this 

thought of being asleep in death. They do 
not teach that humans have an immortal 
soul that passes on to the spirit realm at 
death. Rather, the Bible says: “The dead. . .  
are conscious of nothing at all . . . Their 
love and their hate and their jealousy have 
already perished . . . There is no work nor 
devising nor knowledge nor wisdom in She- 
ol [the grave], the place to which you are 
going.” (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 6, 10) Moreover, 
the psalmist declared that man “goes back 
to his ground; in that day his thoughts do 
perish.”—Psalm 146:4.

There will be great joy when the dead 
are resurrected on a paradise earth

These scriptures make it clear that those 
sleeping in death cannot see or hear us. 
They are unable to bring either blessing or 
calamity. They are not in heaven, nor do 
they dwell in a community of ancestors. 
They are lifeless, nonexistent.

In God’s due time, those now asleep in 
death and who are in his memory will be 
awakened to life in a paradise earth. It will 
be an earth cleansed of the pollution, trou­
bles, and problems mankind now experi­
ences. What a joyous time that will be! In 
that Paradise they will have the prospect of 
living forever, for Psalm 37:29 assures us: 
“The righteous themselves will possess the 
earth, and they will reside forever upon it.”

I QUIT WORSHIPING THE DEAD

"When I was a boy, I assisted my father dur­
ing his regular sacrifices to his dead father. 
On one occasion when my father recovered 
from a terrible illness, the oracle man told him 
that in appreciation for his recovery he should 
offer a sacrifice of a goat, yams, kola nuts, 
and liquor to his dead father. My father was 
also advised to appeal to his dead ancestors 
to ward off further sickness and calamity.

"My mother purchased what was required 
for the sacrifice, which was to be performed 
at the grave of my grandfather. The grave 
was right beside our house, in harmony with 
local custom.

"Friends, relatives, and neighbors were in­
vited to observe the sacrifice. My father, el­
egantly clad to fit the occasion, sat on a 
chair facing the shrine where several skulls of 
goats that had been used for previous sacri­
fices were lined up. My job was to pour wine 
from a bottle into a small tumbler, which I

handed to my father. In turn, he poured it out 
on the ground in sacrifice. My father called 
on the name of his father three times and 
prayed to him for deliverance from future ca­
lamity.

"Kola nuts were offered, and a ram was 
slaughtered, boiled, and eaten by all those 
present. I shared in the eating and danced to 
singing and the beating of drums. My fa­
ther danced beautifully and rigorously, even 
though age was telling on him. At inter­
vals he prayed for his ancestors to bless all 
those present, while the people, including 
me, answered /se, meaning 'May it be so.' 
I watched my father with keen interest and 
admiration and yearned for the day when I 
would be old enough to make sacrifices to 
dead ancestors.

"Despite the many sacrifices offered, 
peace still eluded the family. While there 
were three surviving sons of my mother, none
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of the three dough-
ters born to her lived very long; all died in 
childhood. When my mother became preg­
nant again, my father made elaborate sacri­
fices for the child to be born safely.

"Mother gave birth to another girl. Two 
years later the child became sick and died. 
My father consulted the oracle, who said that 
an enemy was responsible for the death. The 
oracle said that for the 'soul' of the child to 
fight back, a burning piece of wood, a bottle 
of liquor, and a young dog were required for 
the sacrifice. The burning wood was to be 
placed on the grave, the liquor was to be 
sprinkled on the grave, and the young dog 
was to be buried alive near the grave. This 
was supposed to awaken the soul of the dead 
girl to avenge her death.

"I carried the bottle of liquor and the burn­
ing wood to the grave, and my father carried 
the puppy, which he buried according to the 
oracle's instructions. All of us believed that 
within seven days the soul of the dead girl

would destroy the person who caused her 
untimely death. Two months passed, and no 
death was reported in the neighborhood. I be­
came disillusioned.

"I was 18 years old at the time. Shortly 
thereafter I met Jehovah's Witnesses, who 
showed me from the Scriptures that the dead 
can work neither good nor evil to the living. 
As knowledge of God's Word took root in my 
heart, I told my father I could no longer ac­
company him to make sacrifices to the dead. 
At first he was angry with me for deserting 
him, as he put it. But when he observed that 
I was not willing to renounce my newfound 
faith, he did not oppose my worship of Jeho­
vah.

"On April 18, 1948, I symbolized my ded­
ication by water baptism. Since then, I have 
continued to serve Jehovah with much rejoic­
ing and satisfaction, helping others to get free 
from the worship of dead ancestors, who can 
neither help us nor harm us."— Contributed 
by J. 8. Omiegbe, Benin City, Nigeria.
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Jehovah's Witnesses Around the World

I
N THE fall of 1989, the 

Communist governments 

from the Baltic to the Black 

Sea began to crumble. As the 

Iron Curtain was being torn 

apart, nations in Eastern Eu­

rope began seeking their own 

directions. Among them was 

Poland, a country covered 

with rolling hills, flat plains, 

and rugged mountains.*

The Polish people are hard 

workers, and Poland has pro­

duced some of the world's 

noted artists and scientists. 

More than that, though, there 

now is a growing army of pro­

claimed of the good news of 

G od's Kingdom.

Bold in Exposing Falsehood
In Poland there are many 

who would like to learn the 

truth from the Bible. But some 

are deterred by their relatives 

or neighbors. For example, in 

the vicinity of W roclaw, an in­

terested woman stopped 

studying the Bible with Jeho­

vah's Witnesses when family 

and friends put pressure on 

her. Nevertheless, her teenage 

daughter read a series of 

Watchtower articles exposing 

false religion. These sparked 

her interest in the truth.

A fte r six months of Bible

* For additional information, see the 

19 9 4  Calendar o f Jehovah's Witnesses.

study, this young person decid­

ed to break all her ties with 

false religion. She visited the 

clergyman of her church to in­

form him of her decision. He 

told her to write the following:

"I, K-------P------- , renounce the

Catholic faith."

On the following Sunday, 

this statement was read in 

church. The girl's grandfather 

fainted, and her grandmother 

burst into tears. However, oth­

er parishioners were impressed 

and remarked: "A t last, some­

one is brave enough to say 

that there is a lot of falsehood 

in our church." This coura­

geous teenager is now a 

baptized spiritual sister and 

has started seven Bible studies 

in her village.

'By Their Fruits'
The weekly Kujawy i Po- 

morze published the report 

"You W ill Recognize Them by 

Their Fruit." In part, the article 

said that worshipers in Chris­

tendom "in reality do not treat 

very seriously the religious 

principles they have accepted. 

They stand in sharp contrast 

with Jehovah's Witnesses who 

act as they say, and they say 

what the Bible commands."

After contrasting the ap­

pearance of the Witnesses 

with that of nominal Christians,

the report continued: "The la t­

ter most likely do not know, 

and far too often do not ap­

ply, the essential truths and 

principles of their faith. . . .  By 

their attitude, Jehovah's W it­

nesses manifest the harmony 

of their words and actions, 

thus proving they are not the 

'false prophets,' rather, they 

can be recognized by their 

fruits. 'Never do people gath­

er grapes from thorns or figs 

from thistles, do they?' (M at­

thew 7:15-20)."

One woman wrote a letter 

to the Przyjociofko weekly, la­

menting that her son left the 

Catholic Church and became 

one of Jehovah's Witnesses. 

What was the editor's advice? 

"If your son came to associate 

with Jehovah's Witnesses, 

learned and accepted their 

faith, it is all his own decision, 

which is to be recognized and 

respected. . . . This religious 

group is characterized by 

many beautiful and socially 

desirable features, such as 

their unusual solidarity and 

profound group ties, great 

honesty and close following of 

the accepted rules of commu­

nity life, and finally, ability to 

live in harmony with their 

truth, accomplishing in prac­

tice the professed values. 

These are precious virtues."
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TOB ENDURED— SO CAN WE!
“Look! We pronounce happy those who have endured. ’ —JAMES 5:11.

Devil is after me! I feel just like 
Job!’ With such words A. H. Mac- 

JL millan expressed his feelings to 
a close friend at the headquarters of Je­
hovah’s Witnesses. Brother Macmillan fin­
ished his earthly course 
at the age of 89 on Au­
gust 26, 1966. He knew 
that credit for the faith­
ful service of anointed 
C h ristia n s  like him 
would “ go right with 
them.” (Revelation 14:
13) Indeed, they would 
con tin u e  right on in 
Jehovah ’ s service  by 
a resurrection  to im­
mortal life in heaven.
His friends rejoiced that 
Brother Macmillan ob­
tained that reward. In 
his declining years on 
earth, however, he was 
beset by various trials, 
including health prob­
lem s that made him 
keenly aware of Satan’s attempts to break 
his integrity to God.

2 When Brother Macmillan said he felt 
just like Job, he was referring to a man 
who had endured great tests of faith. Job 
lived in “the land of Uz,” likely in north­
ern Arabia. A descendant of Noah’s son 
Shem, he was a worshiper of Jehovah.

1. What did one elderly Christian say about his 
trials?
2, 3. Who was Job?

Job’s tests apparently occurred sometime 
between the death of Joseph and the time 
when Moses proved himself upright. Dur­
ing that period nobody on earth was equal 
to Job in godly devotion. Jehovah viewed 

Job as a blameless, up­
right, God-fearing man. 
—Job 1:1, 8.

3 As “the greatest of 
all the Orientals,” Job 
had many servants, and 
his livestock numbered 
11,500. But sp iritua l 
riches were of utmost 
importance to him. Like 
godly fathers today, Job 
most likely taught his 
seven sons and three 
daughters about Jeho­
vah. Even after they no 
longer lived in his home, 
he acted as family priest 
by offering sacrifices for 
them, just in case they 
had sinned.—Job 1:2-5.

4 Job is someone for persecuted Chris­
tians to consider in order to strengthen 
themselves for patient endurance. “Look!” 
wrote the disciple James. “We pronounce 
happy those who have endured. You have 
heard of the endurance of Job and have 
seen the outcome Jehovah gave, that Jeho­
vah is very tender in affection and merci-

4. (a) Why should persecuted Christians consid­
er the man Job? (b) Regarding Job, what ques­
tions will we consider?
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ful.” (James 5:11) Like Job, Jesus’ anoint­
ed followers and the present-day “great 
crowd” need endurance to cope with tests 
of faith. (Revelation 7:1-9) So, what trials 
did Job endure? Why did they occur? And 
how can we benefit from his experiences?

A Burning Issue
5 Unknown to Job, a great issue was 

about to be raised in heaven. One day “the 
sons of the true God entered to take their 
station before Jehovah.” (Job 1:6) God’s 
only-begotten Son, the Word, was present. 
(John 1:1-3) So were the righteous angels 
and the disobedient angelic ‘sons of God.’ 
(Genesis 6:1-3) Satan was there, for his 
ouster from heaven would not come un­
til after the Kingdom’s establishment in 
1914. (Revelation 12:1-12) In Job’s day, Sa­
tan would raise a burning issue. He was 
about to call into question the rightfulness 
of Jehovah’s sovereignty over all His crea­
tures.

6 “Where do you come from?” asked Je­
hovah. Satan replied: “From roving about 
in the earth and from walking about in 
it.” (Job 1:7) He had been seeking some­
one to devour. (1 Peter 5:8, 9) By breaking 
the integrity of individuals serving Jeho­
vah, Satan would try to prove that nobody 
would fully obey God out of love. Taking up 
the issue, Jehovah asked Satan: “Have you 
set your heart upon my servant Job, that 
there is no one like him in the earth, a 
man blameless and upright, fearing God 
and turning aside from bad?” (Job 1:8) 
Job met divine standards that took his im­
perfections into account. (Psalm 103:10-14) 
But Satan retorted: “Is it for nothing that 
Job has feared God? Have not you yourself

5. Unknown to Job, what was taking place in 
heaven?
6. What was Satan trying to do, and how did he 
slander Jehovah?

put up a hedge about him and about his 
house and about everything that he has all 
around? The work of his hands you have 
blessed, and his livestock itself has spread 
abroad in the earth.” (Job 1:9,10) The Dev­
il thus slandered Jehovah by implying that 
nobody loves and worships Him for what 
He is but that He bribes creatures to serve 
Him. Satan alleged that Job served God for 
selfish advantage, not out of love.

Satan on the Attack!
7 “But,” said Satan, “for a change, thrust 

out your hand, please, and touch every­
thing he has and see whether he will not 
curse you to your very face.” How would 
God respond to such an insulting chal­
lenge? “Look!” said Jehovah. “Everything 
that he has is in your hand. Only against 
him himself do not thrust out your hand!” 
The Devil had said that all Job possessed 
was blessed, increased, and hedged about. 
God would allow Job to suffer, though his 
body was not to be touched. Bent on evil, 
Satan left the assembly.—Job 1:11, 12.

8 Soon, the satanic attack began. One 
of Job’s servants gave him this bad news: 
“The cattle themselves happened to be 
plowing and the she-asses were grazing at 
the side of them when the Sabeans came 
making a raid and taking them, and the at­
tendants they struck down with the edge of 
the sword.” (Job 1:13-15) The hedge had 
been removed from around Job’s property. 
Almost immediately, direct demon power 
was applied, for another servant reported: 
“The very fire of God fell from the heav­
ens and went blazing among the sheep and 
the attendants and eating them up.” (Job

7. In what way did the Devil challenge God, and 
how did Jehovah respond?
8. (a) What material losses did Job experience? 
(b) What was the truth about “the very fire of 
God”?
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1:16) How diabolic it was to make it appear 
that God was responsible for such calami­
ty even upon his own servant! Since light­
ning is from heaven, Jehovah could easily 
have been blamed, but actually the fire was 
of demonic source.

9 As Satan pressed the attack, another 
servant reported that the Chaldeans had 
taken Job’s camels and had killed all the 
other attendants. (Job 1:17) Though Job 
thus experienced economic ruin, this did 
not destroy his relationship with God. 
Could you endure great material loss with­
out breaking your integrity to Jehovah?

Greater Tragedy Strikes
10 The Devil was not finished with Job. 

Still another servant reported: “Your sons 
and your daughters were eating and drink­
ing wine in the house of their brother the 
firstborn. And, look! there came a great 
wind from the region of the wilderness, 
and it went striking the four corners of the 
house, so that it fell upon the young people 
and they died. And I got to escape, only I 
by myself, to tell you.” (Job 1:18, 19) The 
misinformed might say that the devasta­
tion caused by that wind was ‘an act of 
God.’ However, demon power had touched 
Job at an especially tender spot.

11 Grief-stricken, Job ‘ripped his sleeve­
less coat apart, cut the hair off his head, 
fell to the earth, and bowed down.’ Yet, lis­
ten to his words. “Jehovah himself has giv­
en, and Jehovah himself has taken away. 
Let the name of Jehovah continue to be 
blessed.” The account adds: “In all this Job 
did not sin or ascribe anything improper 
to God.” (Job 1:20-22) Satan was defeated

9. How did economic ruin affect Job’s relation­
ship with God?
10, 11. (a) What happened to Job’s ten chil­
dren? (b) After the tragic death of Job’s chil­
dren, how did he view Jehovah?
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once again. What if we should experience 
bereavement and grief as God’s servants? 
Unselfish devotion to Jehovah and trust in 
him can enable us to endure as integrity 
keepers, just as Job did. Anointed ones and 
their companions who have an earthly hope 
can surely draw comfort and strength from 
this account of Job’s endurance.

The Issue Gets Hotter
12 Jehovah soon called another assembly 

in the heavenly courts. Job had become 
a childless, impoverished man, seemingly 
smitten by God, but his integrity was in­
tact. Of course, Satan would not admit that 
his charges against God and Job were false. 
Now the ‘sons of God’ were about to hear 
the argument and counterargument as Je­
hovah maneuvered the Devil so as to bring 
the issue to a showdown.

13 Calling Satan to account, Jehovah 
asked: “Just where do you come from?” 
The reply? “From roving about in the earth 
and from walking about in it.” Jehovah 
again drew attention to his blameless, up­
right, God-fearing servant Job, who was 
still holding fast his integrity. The Devil re­
plied: “Skin in behalf of skin, and every­
thing that a man has he will give in behalf 
of his soul. For a change, thrust out your 
hand, please, and touch as far as his bone 
and his flesh and see whether he will not 
curse you to your very face.” So God said: 
“There he is in your hand! Only watch out 
for his soul itself!” (Job 2:2-6) Hinting that 
Jehovah had not yet removed all protective 
barriers, Satan called for the touching of 
Job’s bone and flesh. The Devil would not 
be permitted to kill Job; but Satan knew 
that physical disease would pain him and 
make it appear that he was suffering pun­
ishment from God for secret sins.

12, 13. At another assembly in heaven, what did 
Satan call for, and how did God respond?



14 Dismissed from that assembly, Satan 
proceeded with fiendish delight. He struck 
Job with “a malignant boil from the sole of 
his foot to the crown of his head.” What 
misery Job endured as he sat in the ashes 
and scraped himself with a piece of pot­
tery! (Job 2:7, 8) No human physician could 
bring him relief from this terribly painful, 
loathsome, and humiliating affliction, for 
it was caused by satanic power. Only Je­
hovah could heal Job. If you are an ailing 
servant of God, never forget that God can 
help you to endure and can give you life in 
a disease-free new world.—Psalm 41:1-3; 
Isaiah 33:24.

15 Finally, Job’s wife said: “Are you yet 
holding fast your integrity? Curse God and 
die!” “Integrity” denotes blameless devo­
tion, and she may have spoken sarcastical­
ly to get Job to curse God. But he replied: 
“As one of the senseless women speaks, you 
speak also. Shall we accept merely what is 
good from the true God and not accept also 
what is bad?” Even this ploy of Satan did 
not work, for we are told: “In all this Job 
did not sin with his lips.” (Job 2:9,10) Sup­
pose opposing family members were to say 
that we were foolishly wearing ourselves 
out in Christian pursuits and urged us to 
renounce Jehovah God. Like Job, we can 
endure such a test because we love Jehovah 
and desire to praise his holy name.—Psalm 
145:1, 2; Hebrews 13:15.

Three Arrogant Frauds
16 In what turned out to be another sa­

tanic scheme, three “companions” came, 
supposedly to comfort Job. One was Eli-

14. With what did Satan strike Job, and why 
could no human give the sufferer relief?
15. What did Job’s wife urge him to do, and 
what was his reaction?
16. Who came, supposedly to comfort Job, but 
how did Satan manipulate them?

phaz, likely a descendant of Abraham 
through Esau. Since Eliphaz had priori­
ty in speaking, doubtless he was the old­
est. Present, too, was Bildad, a descendant 
of Shuah, one of Abraham’s sons by Ketu- 
rah. The third man was Zophar, called a 
Naamathite to identify his family or place 
of residence, perhaps in northwest Arabia. 
(Job 2:11; Genesis 25:1, 2; 36:4, 11) Like 
those who try to make Jehovah’s Witness­
es renounce God today, this trio was ma­
nipulated by Satan in an effort to make Job 
plead guilty to false charges and break his 
integrity.

17 The trio made a big show of sympathy 
by weeping, ripping their garments, and 
tossing dust upon their heads. But then 
they sat with Job seven days and seven 
nights without uttering one word of com­
fort! (Job 2:12, 13; Luke 18:10-14) These 
three arrogant frauds were so bereft of 
spirituality that they had nothing comfort­
ing to say about Jehovah and his promises. 
Yet, they were drawing wrong conclusions 
and getting ready to use them against Job 
as soon as they had complied with the for­
malism of public grief. Interestingly, be­
fore the seven-day silence ended, the young 
man Elihu took a seat within hearing dis­
tance.

18 Job finally broke the silence. Having 
drawn no comfort from the visiting trio, he 
cursed the day of his birth and wondered 
why his miserable life was being prolonged. 
He sought peace in death, not even imag­
ining that he could ever have real joy again 
before he died, now that he was destitute, 
bereaved, and gravely ill. But God would 
not let Job be touched to the point of death. 
—Job 3:1-26.

17. What did the visiting trio do, and what did 
they not do for seven days and seven nights?
18. Why did Job seek peace in death?
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Job’s Accusers Attack
19 Eliphaz spoke first in the three rounds 

of debate that further tested Job’s integ­
rity. In his first speech, Eliphaz asked: 
“Where have the upright ever been ef­
faced?” He concluded that Job must have 
done something evil to receive God’s pun­
ishment. (Job, chapters 4, 5) In his second 
speech, Eliphaz ridiculed Job’s wisdom and 
asked: “What do you actually know that 
we do not know?” Eliphaz implied that Job 
was trying to show himself superior to the 
Almighty. Ending his second assault, he 
painted Job as guilty of apostasy, bribery, 
and deceit. (Job, chapter 15) In his final 
speech, Eliphaz falsely accused Job of many 
crimes—extortion, withholding bread and 
water from the needy, and oppressing wid­
ows and orphans.—Job, chapter 22.

20 Taking the second turn in each of the 
three rounds of debate, Bildad usually fol­
lowed the general theme set by Eliphaz. 
Bildad’s speeches were shorter but more 
biting. He even accused Job’s children of 
doing wrong and thus of meriting death. 
With faulty reasoning, he used this illus-

19. In what respects did Eliphaz accuse Job 
falsely?
20. What was the nature of Bildad’s attacks 
upon Job?

How Would You Respond?
□  What great issue did Satan raise in 

Job's day?

□  By what means was Job tested to 
the limit?

□  Of what did Job's three "compan­
ions" accuse him?

□  As in Job's case, how may Satan 
try to break our integrity to Jeho­
vah?
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tration: As papyrus and reeds dry up and 
die without water, so it is with “all those 
forgetting God.” That statement is true, 
but it did not apply to Job. (Job, chapter 8) 
Bildad classified Job’s afflictions as those 
coming upon the wicked. (Job, chapter 18) 
In his short third speech, Bildad argued 
that man is “a maggot” and “a worm” 
and is therefore unclean before God.—Job, 
chapter 25.

21 Zophar was the third to speak in the 
debate. In general, his line of thought 
followed that of Eliphaz and Bildad. Zo­
phar accused Job of wickedness and urged 
him to put away his sinful practices. (Job, 
chapters 11, 20) After two rounds Zophar 
stopped talking. He had nothing to add in 
the third round. All along, however, Job 
courageously answered his accusers. For 
instance, at one point he said: “All of you 
are troublesome comforters! Is there an end 
to windy words?”—Job 16:2, 3.

We Can Endure
22 Like Job, we may face more than one 

trial at a time, and Satan may use discour­
agement or other factors in his efforts to 
break our integrity. He may try to turn us 
against Jehovah if we are having economic 
troubles. If a loved one dies or we experi­
ence ill health, Satan may seek to induce 
us to blame God. Like Job’s companions, 
someone might even accuse us falsely. As 
Brother Macmillan indicated, Satan may 
be ‘after us,’ but we can endure.

23 As we have observed so far, Job was en­
during his various trials. However, was he 
just barely enduring? Did he actually have 
a broken spirit? Let us see if Job had real­
ly lost all hope.

21. Of what did Zophar accuse Job?
22, 23. (a) As in Job’s case, how may the Dev­
il go about trying to break our integrity to Jeho­
vah God? (b) Though Job was enduring various 
tests, what might we ask about his attitude?



JOB’S REWARD 
— A SOURCE OF HOPE

“Jehovah . . . blessed the end o f Job afterward more than his beginning.
—JOB 42:12.

JEHOVAH “becomes the rewarder of those 
earnestly seeking him.” (Hebrews 11:6) 
He also motivates his devoted people to 

witness courageously, even if trials have 
made them as weak as dead ones. (Job 26:5; 
Revelation 11:3, 7, 11) That proved true in 
the case of suffering Job. Though maligned 
by three false comforters, he was not si­

1. What does Jehovah do for his people, even 
when trials weaken them greatly?

lenced by fear of men. Rather, he gave a 
bold witness.

2 Many present-day Witnesses of Jeho­
vah have suffered such great persecution 
and hardship that they have been near 
death. (2 Corinthians 11:23) Like Job, how­
ever, they have shown love for God and have

2. Though they have suffered persecution and 
hardship, how have Jehovah’s Witnesses come 
out of their trials?
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practiced righteousness. (Ezekiel 14:14, 20) 
They have also come out of their trials de­
termined to please Jehovah, strengthened 
to give a bold witness, and filled with gen­
uine hope.

Job Gives a Bold Witness
3 In his final speech, Job gave an even 

greater witness than he had previously giv­
en. He fully silenced his false comforters. 
With biting sarcasm, he said: “0  how much 
help you have been to one without pow­
er!” (Job 26:2) Job extolled Jehovah, whose 
power hangs our earthly globe on nothing 
in space and suspends water-laden clouds 
above the earth. (Job 26:7-9) Yet, Job said 
that such wonders ‘are but the fringes of 
Jehovah’s ways.’—Job 26:14.

4 Certain of his innocence, Job declared: 
“Until I expire I shall not take away my in­
tegrity from myself!” (Job 27:5) Contrary 
to the false charges hurled against him, he 
had done nothing to merit what had befall­
en him. Job knew that Jehovah does not 
hear the prayers of apostates but will re­
ward integrity keepers. This may well re­
mind us that soon Armageddon’s storm 
will hurl the wicked out of their place of 
power, and they will not escape God’s un­
sparing hand. Until then, Jehovah’s people 
will walk in their integrity.—Job 27:11-23.

5 Imagine the worldly-wise trio listening 
as Job showed that man has used his skills 
to find gold, silver, and other treasures in 
the earth and in the sea. “But,” said he, 
“a bagful of wisdom is worth more than 
one full of pearls.” (Job 28:18) Job’s false 
comforters could not buy true wisdom. Its 
source is the Creator of the wind, the rain,

3. What kind of witness did Job give in his final 
speech?
4. What did Job say about integrity, and why 
could he express himself in that way?
5. How did Job define true wisdom?
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the lightning, and the thunder. Indeed, the 
reverential “fear of Jehovah—that is wis­
dom, and to turn away from bad is under­
standing.”—Job 28:28.

6 Despite his sufferings, Job did not stop 
serving Jehovah. Instead of turning away 
from the Most High, this man of integri­
ty yearned for his former “intimacy with 
God.” (Job 29:4) Job was not bragging 
when he recounted how he ‘rescued the af­
flicted, clothed himself with righteousness, 
and was a real father to the poor.’ (Job 
29:12-16) Rather, he was citing the facts 
of his life as a faithful servant of Jeho­
vah. Have you built up such a fine record? 
Of course, Job was also exposing the falsi­
ty of the charges made by the three pious 
frauds.

7 Job was laughed at by younger men 
‘whose fathers he would not even have 
placed with the dogs of his flock.’ He was 
detested and spit upon. Gravely afflicted as 
he was, Job was shown no consideration. 
(Job 30:1, 10, 30) Because he was whol­
ly devoted to Jehovah, however, he had a 
clean conscience and could say: “He will 
weigh me in accurate scales and God will 
get to know my integrity.” (Job 31:6) Job 
was not an adulterer or a schemer, and he 
had not failed to help the needy. Though he 
had been rich, he never trusted in materi­
al wealth. Moreover, Job did not engage in 
idolatry by giving devotion to inanimate 
things, such as the moon. (Job 31:26-28) 
Trusting in God, he set a fine example as 
an integrity keeper. Despite all his suffer­
ings and the presence of false comforters, 
Job made a masterful defense and gave a 
splendid witness. His words having come to 
an end, he looked to God as his Judge and 
Rewarder.—Job 31:35-40.

6. Why did Job speak about his earlier life?
7. What kind of person had Job been?



Elihu Speaks
8 Nearby was the young man Elihu, a de­

scendant of Nahor’s son Buz and thus a dis­
tant relative of Jehovah’s friend Abraham. 
(Isaiah 41:8) Elihu showed respect for old­
er men by listening to both sides of the de­
bate. Yet, he spoke courageously concern­
ing matters about which they were wrong. 
For instance, his anger blazed at Job’s 
“declaring his own soul righteous rather 
than God.” Especially was Elihu’s wrath di­
rected against the false comforters. Their 
statements seemed to exalt God but really 
reproached him by taking Satan’s side of 
the controversy. “Full of words” and moved 
by holy spirit, Elihu was an impartial wit­
ness of Jehovah.—Job 32:2, 18, 21.

9 Job had become more concerned with 
his own vindication than with God’s. In 
fact, he had contended with God. As Job’s 
soul drew close to death, however, there 
was a hint of restoration. How so? Well, 
Elihu was moved to say that Jehovah fa­
vored Job with this message: “Let him off 
from going down into the pit! I have found 
a ransom! Let his flesh become fresher than 
in youth; let him return to the days of his 
youthful vigor.”—Job 33:24, 25.

10 Elihu corrected Job for saying that 
there is no profit in taking pleasure in God 
by maintaining integrity. Said Elihu: “Far 
be it from the true God to act wickedly, and 
the Almighty to act unjustly! For according 
to the way earthling man acts he will re­
ward him.” Job acted rashly in emphasiz­
ing his own righteousness, but he did so 
without adequate knowledge and insight. 
Elihu added: “Let Job be tested out to the

8. Who was Elihu, and how did he display both 
respect and courage?
9. How did Elihu hint at restoration for Job?
10. To what extent was Job to be tested, but of 
what can we be sure in view of 1 Corinthians 
10:13?

limit over his replies among men of hurt­
fulness.” (Job 34:10, 11, 35, 36) Similarly, 
our faith and integrity can be fully proved 
only if we are ‘tested to the limit’ in some 
way. Nevertheless, our loving heavenly Fa­
ther will not let us be tempted beyond what 
we can bear.— 1 Corinthians 10:13.

11 As Elihu continued, he again showed 
that Job was laying too much stress on 
his own righteousness. Attention should 
be focused on our Grand Maker. (Job 35:2, 
6, 10) God “will not preserve anyone wick­
ed alive, but the judgment of the afflicted 
ones he will give,” said Elihu. (Job 36:6) 
No one can call God’s way to account and 
say that he has been unrighteous. He is 
more exalted than we can know, and his 
years are unsearchably endless. (Job 36: 
22-26) When sorely tested, remember that 
our ever-living God is righteous and will re­
ward us for our faithful activities to his 
praise.

12 While Elihu spoke, a storm was brew­
ing. As it drew near, his heart began to leap 
and tremble. He spoke of great things done 
by Jehovah and said: “Do give ear to this, 
0  Job; stand still and show yourself atten­
tive to the wonderful works of God.” Like 
Job, we need to consider God’s wonder­
ful works and fear-inspiring dignity. “As 
for the Almighty, we have not found him 
out,” said Elihu. “He is exalted in power, 
and justice and abundance of righteousness 
he will not belittle. Therefore let men fear 
him.” (Job 37:1, 14, 23, 24) Elihu’s conclud­
ing expressions remind us that when God 
soon executes judgment on the wicked, he 
will not belittle justice and righteousness 
and will preserve those fearing him as his

11. When sorely tested, what should we remem­
ber?
12. What do Elihu’s concluding expressions in­
dicate about God’s execution of judgment on the 
wicked?
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reverential worshipers. What a privilege to 
be among such integrity keepers who ac­
knowledge Jehovah as the Universal Sov­
ereign! Endure as Job did, and never let 
the Devil draw you away from your blessed 
place among these happy throngs.

Jehovah Answers Job
13 How amazed Job must have been when 

Jehovah spoke to him out of the windstorm! 
That storm was an act of God, unlike the 
great wind Satan used to collapse the house 
and kill Job’s children. Job was speechless 
as God asked: “Where did you happen to be 
when I founded the earth? . . .  Who laid its 
cornerstone, when the morning stars joy­
fully cried out together, and all the sons of 
God began shouting in applause?” (Job 38: 
4, 6, 7) Jehovah plied Job with one ques-

13, 14. (a) Concerning what did Jehovah begin 
to question Job? (b) What points can be drawn 
from other questions that God asked Job?

Jehovah's statements about Behemoth 
and Leviathan helped to humble Job

gates of death, light and darkness, and 
the constellations. Job could say nothing 

when asked: “Have you come to know the 
statutes of the heavens?” 

-J o b  38:33.
14 Other questions indi­

cated that before man was 
created and given dominion 

over the fish, fowl, beasts, and creep­
ing things, God was providing for them 

—without any human help or advice. 
Jehovah’s further questions cited 

such creatures as the wild bull, 
the ostrich, and the horse. Job



was asked: “Is it at your order that an ea­
gle flies upward and that it builds its nest 
high up?” (Job 39:27) Of course not! Imag­
ine Job’s reaction when God asked him: 
“Should there be any contending of a fault­
finder with the Almighty?” No wonder Job 
said: “Look! I have become of little ac­
count. What shall I reply to you? My hand 
I have put over my mouth.” (Job 40:2, 4) 
Since Jehovah is always right, if we should 
ever be tempted to complain against him, 
we should ‘put our hand over our mouth.’ 
God’s questions also magnified his superi­
ority, dignity, and strength, as displayed in 
creation.

Behemoth and Leviathan
15 Jehovah next mentioned Behemoth, 

generally considered to be the hippopot­
amus. (Job 40:15-24) Remarkable for its 
huge size, great weight, and tough hide, 
this herbivorous animal ‘eats green grass.’ 
Sources of its power and energy are in its 
hips and the tendons of its belly. The bones 
of its legs are as strong as “tubes of cop­
per.” Behemoth does not panic in torrential 
waters but easily swims against the tide.

16 God also asked Job: “Can you draw 
out Leviathan with a fishhook, or with a 
rope can you hold down its tongue?” The 
description of Leviathan fits the crocodile. 
(Job 41:1-34) It will not conclude a cove­
nant of peace with anyone, and no wise hu­
man is so audacious that he would arouse 
this reptile. Arrows do not chase it away, 
and “it laughs at the rattling of a javelin.” 
Raging Leviathan makes the depths boil

15. Behemoth is generally considered to be what 
animal, and what are some of its characteristics?
16. (a) The description of Leviathan fits what 
creature, and what are some facts about it? 
(b) The power of Behemoth and Leviathan may 
suggest what about fulfilling assignments in Je­
hovah’s service?

like a brewing pot of ointment. The fact 
that Leviathan and Behemoth were much 
more powerful than Job helped to humble 
him. We too must humbly acknowledge that 
we are not mighty in ourselves. We need 
God-given wisdom and strength to elude 
the fangs of Satan, the Serpent, and to ful­
fill our assignments in Jehovah’s service. 
—Philippians 4:13; Revelation 12:9.

17 Completely humbled, Job acknowl­
edged his wrong viewpoint and admitted 
that he had spoken without knowledge. Yet, 
he had expressed faith that he would “be­
hold God.” (Job 19:25-27) How could that 
happen, since no human can see Jeho­
vah and live on? (Exodus 33:20) Actually, 
Job saw the manifestation of divine power, 
heard God’s word, and had his eyes of un­
derstanding opened to see the truth about 
Jehovah. Job therefore ‘made a retraction 
and repented in dust and ashes.’ (Job 42: 
1-6) The many questions that he had been 
unable to answer had proved God’s suprem­
acy and had shown the smallness of man, 
even one as devoted to Jehovah as Job was. 
This helps us to see that our interests are 
not to be put above the sanctification of Je­
hovah’s name and the vindication of his 
sovereignty. (Matthew 6:9, 10) Our prime 
concern should be maintaining integrity to 
Jehovah and honoring his name.

18 What, though, about the self-righteous 
false comforters? Jehovah could rightly 
have killed Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar for 
not speaking the truth about him, as Job 
had. “Take for yourselves seven bulls and 
seven rams and go to my servant Job,” 
said God, “and you men must offer up a 
burnt sacrifice in your own behalf; and Job

17. (a) How did Job “behold God”? (b) What was 
proved by the questions Job was unable to an­
swer, and how can this help us?
18. What did Job’s false comforters need to do?
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my servant will himself pray for you.” The 
trio had to humble themselves to comply. 
Integrity-keeping Job was to pray for them, 
and Jehovah found his prayer acceptable. 
(Job 42:7-9) But what about Job’s wife, who 
had urged him to curse God and die? It ap­
pears that she was reconciled to him by 
God’s mercy.

Promised Rewards Give Us Hope
19 As soon as Job quit worrying about 

his sufferings and was revived in God’s 
service, Jehovah changed matters for 
him. After Job prayed for the trio, God 
‘turned back his captive condition’ and 
gave him ‘all that had been his in dou­
ble amount.’ Jehovah showed His superior­
ity over the Devil by turning back Satan’s 
disease-infecting hand and miraculously 
healing Job. God also pushed back the de­
mon hordes and held them at bay by again 
putting a hedge about Job with His angel­
ic encampment.—Job 42:10; Psalm 34:7.

20 Job’s brothers, sisters, and former ac­
quaintances kept coming to eat with him,

19. In connection with Job, how did Jehovah 
show His superiority over the Devil?
20. In what ways did Jehovah reward and bless 
Job?

How Would You Respond?
□  What were some points made by 

Job in his final reply to his false 
comforters?

□  How did Elihu prove to be an impar­
tial witness of Jehovah?

□  What were some of God's ques­
tions to Job, and what effect did 
they have?

□  How have you benefited from the 
Scriptural account regarding Job?

sympathize with him, and comfort him over 
the calamity Jehovah had allowed to come 
upon him. Each of them gave Job money 
and a gold ring. Jehovah blessed the end 
of Job more than his beginning, so that 
he came to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 cam­
els, 1,000 spans of cattle, and 1,000 she- 
asses. Job also came to have seven sons and 
three daughters, the same number he pre­
viously had. His daughters—Jemimah, Ke- 
ziah, and Keren-happuch—were the pretti­
est women in the land, and Job gave them 
an inheritance among their brothers. (Job 
42:11-15) Moreover, Job lived another 140 
years and saw four generations of his off­
spring. The account concludes: “Gradually 
Job died, old and satisfied with days.” (Job 
42:16, 17) The extension of his life was the 
miraculous work of Jehovah God.

21 The Scriptural account regarding Job 
makes us more aware of Satan’s devices 
and helps us to see how universal sover­
eignty is related to human integrity. Like 
Job, all who love God will be tested. But we 
can endure as Job did. He emerged from 
his trials with faith and hope, and his re­
wards were many. As Jehovah’s servants 
today, we have true faith and hope. And 
what a grand hope the Great Rewarder has 
set before each of us! Keeping in mind the 
heavenly reward will help anointed ones to 
serve God loyally for the rest of their life 
on earth. Many with earthly prospects will 
never die at all, but those who do will be re­
warded with a resurrection in Paradise on 
earth, along with Job himself. With such 
genuine hope in heart and mind, let all who 
love God prove Satan a liar by standing 
firmly on Jehovah’s side as integrity keep­
ers and staunch supporters of his univer­
sal sovereignty.

21. How are we helped by the Scriptural account 
regarding Job, and what should we be deter­
mined to do?
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T h r o w  a l l  y o u r  a n x ie t y  
u p o n  Je h o v a h

“Humble yourselves . . . under the mighty hand o f  God, 
that he may exalt you in due time; while you throw a ll your anxiety 

upon him, because he cares l PETER 5:6, 7.

ANXIETY can affect our life dramat­
ically. It can be likened to the stat­
ic that sometimes disrupts a beau­

tiful melody heard on the radio. If there is 
no interference with the radio waves, sweet 
strains can be enjoyed and can produce 
a state of calmness. However, the raspy 
noise of static can distort even the loveli­
est tune, causing us irritation and frustra­
tion. Anxiety can have a similar effect on 
our serenity. It can weigh us down so much 
that we cannot attend to vital matters. In­
deed, “anxious care in the heart of a man 
is what will cause it to bow down.”—Prov­
erbs 12:25.

2 Jesus Christ spoke about the danger of 
being distracted by excessive anxiety. In 
his prophecy regarding the last days, he 
urged: “Pay attention to yourselves that 
your hearts never become weighed down 
with overeating and heavy drinking and 
anxieties of life, and suddenly that day be 
instantly upon you as a snare. For it will 
come in upon all those dwelling upon the 
face of all the earth. Keep awake, then, all 
the time making supplication that you may 
succeed in escaping all these things that 
are destined to occur, and in standing be­
fore the Son of man.” (Luke 21:34-36) Just

1. How can anxiety affect us, and how might 
this be illustrated?
2. What did Jesus Christ say about the “anxi­
eties of life”?

as overeating and heavy drinking can pro­
duce a sluggish mental state, so becoming 
weighed down with the “anxieties of life” 
can cause us to lose mental perspective, 
with tragic results.

What Anxiety Is
3 “Anxiety” is defined as “painful or ap­

prehensive uneasiness of mind usu[ally] 
over an impending or anticipated ill.” It is 
“fearful concern or interest” as well as “an 
abnormal and overwhelming sense of ap­
prehension and fear often marked by phys­
iological signs (as sweating, tension, and 
increased pulse), by doubt concerning the 
reality and nature of the threat, and by 
self-doubt about one’s capacity to cope with 
it.” ( Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictio­
nary) So anxiety can be a complex problem. 
Among its many causes are sickness, ag­
ing, fear of crime, loss of employment, and 
concern for the welfare of one’s family.

4 Clearly, there are degrees of anxiety, 
just as there are various conditions or cir­
cumstances that can give rise to it. Not 
all people react to a situation in the same 
way. Hence, we need to realize that even if 
something does not trouble us, it may be 
the cause of severe anxiety to some of our

3. How has “anxiety” been defined, and what are 
some of its causes?
4. (a) What is it good to remember about people 
and their anxieties? (b) If we are experiencing 
anxiety, what can be done?
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fellow worshipers of Jehovah. What can be 
done if anxiety reaches such a point that 
we cannot concentrate on the harmonious 
and delightful truths of God’s Word? What 
if we become so smitten with anxiety that 
we are unable to keep in focus the issues of 
Jehovah’s sovereignty and Christian integ­
rity? We may not be able to change our cir­
cumstances. Instead, we need to look for 
Scriptural points that will help us to cope 
with undue anxiety caused by life’s thorny 
problems.

Help Is Available
5 When Christians need spiritual assis­

tance and are burdened with anxieties, 
they can draw comfort from God’s Word. 
It provides reliable guidance and gives us 
many assurances that we are not alone as 
Jehovah’s loyal servants. For instance, the 
psalmist David sang: “Throw your burden 
upon Jehovah himself, and he himself will 
sustain you. Never will he allow the righ­
teous one to totter.” (Psalm 55:22) How can 
we act in harmony with these words? By 
throwing all our anxieties, worries, fears, 
and disappointments upon our loving heav­
enly Father. This will help to give us a feel­
ing of security and a calmness of heart.

6 Regular heartfelt prayer is essential 
if we are to throw our burden, includ­
ing all our anxiety, upon Jehovah. This 
will bring us inner peace, for the apostle 
Paul wrote: “Do not be anxious over any­
thing, but in everything by prayer and sup­
plication along with thanksgiving let your 
petitions be made known to God; and the 
peace of God that excels all thought will 
guard your hearts and your mental powers 
by means of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:

5. How may we act in harmony with Psalm 
55:22?
6. According to Philippians 4:6, 7, what can 
prayer do for us?

6, 7) The incomparable “peace of God” is an 
unusual tranquillity enjoyed by Jehovah’s 
dedicated servants even in the most trying 
situations. It results from our close per­
sonal relationship with God. As we pray 
for holy spirit and let it motivate us, we 
are not relieved of all life’s problems, but 
we do enjoy the spirit’s fruitage of peace. 
(Luke 11:13; Galatians 5:22, 23) We are 
not overwhelmed by anxiety, for we know 
that Jehovah makes all of his faithful peo­
ple “dwell in security” and will let nothing 
happen that will cause us permanent harm. 
—Psalm 4:8.

1 Yet, what if our anxiety persists, even 
though we are meditating on the Scrip­
tures and persevering in prayer? (Romans 
12:12) The appointed elders in the congre­
gation are also Jehovah’s provision to help 
us spiritually. They can comfort and as­
sist us by using God’s Word and by pray­
ing with us and for us. (James 5:13-16) 
The apostle Peter urged his fellow elders to 
shepherd the flock of God willingly, eager­
ly, and in an exemplary way. (1 Peter 5:1-4) 
These men have our best interests at heart 
and want to be helpful. Of course, to bene­
fit fully from the help of the elders and to 
fare well spiritually in the congregation, all 
of us need to apply Peter’s counsel: “You 
younger men, be in subjection to the older 
men. But all of you gird yourselves with 
lowliness of mind toward one another, be­
cause God opposes the haughty ones, but he 
gives undeserved kindness to the humble 
ones.”— 1 Peter 5:5.

8 Peter added: “Humble yourselves, there­
fore, under the mighty hand of God, that 
he may exalt you in due time; while you 
throw all your anxiety upon him, because he

7, What role can Christian elders play in help­
ing us to cope with anxiety?
8, 9. What comfort may be drawn from 1 Peter 
5:6-11?
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cares for you. Keep your senses, be watch­
ful. Your adversary, the Devil, walks about 
like a roaring lion, seeking to devour some­
one. But take your stand against him, solid 
in the faith, knowing that the same things 
in the way of sufferings are being accom­
plished in the entire association of your 
brothers in the world. But, after you have 
suffered a little while, the God of all unde­
served kindness, who called you to his ever­
lasting glory in union with Christ, will him­
self finish your training, he will make you 
firm, he will make you strong. To him be the 
might forever. Amen.”— 1 Peter 5:6-11.

9 How comforting to realize that we can 
‘throw all our anxiety upon God because 
he cares for us’ ! And if some of our anx­
iety results from the Devil’s attempts to 
destroy our relationship with Jehovah by 
bringing persecution and other sufferings 
upon us, is it not wonderful to know that 
everything will turn out well for integrity 
keepers? Yes, after we have suffered a lit­
tle while, the God of all undeserved kind­
ness will finish our training and will make 
us firm and strong.

10 First Peter 5:6, 7 alludes to three qual­
ities that can help us to cope with anx­
iety. One is humility, or “lowliness of 
mind.” Verse 6 ends with the expression 
“in due time,” suggesting a need for pa­
tience. Verse 7 shows that we can confi­
dently throw all our anxiety upon God ‘be­
cause he cares for us,’ and those words 
encourage implicit trust in Jehovah. So let 
us see how humility, patience, and implic­
it trust in God can help to allay anxiety.

How Humility Can Help
11 If we are humble, we will admit that 

God’s thoughts are vastly superior to our

10. First Peter 5:6, 7 alludes to what three qual­
ities that can help to allay anxiety?
11. How may humility help us to cope with anx­
iety?

own. (Isaiah 55:8, 9) Humility helps us to 
recognize our limited mental range in com­
parison with Jehovah’s all-encompassing 
perspective. He sees things we do not dis­
cern, as shown in the case of the righteous 
man Job. (Job 1:7-12; 2:1-6) By humbling 
ourselves “under the mighty hand of God,” 
we are acknowledging our lowly position in 
relation to the Supreme Sovereign. In turn, 
this helps us to cope with circumstances he 
permits. Our hearts may yearn for imme­
diate relief, but since Jehovah’s qualities 
are in perfect balance, he knows precisely 
when and how to act in our behalf. Like 
young children, then, let us humbly hold on 
to Jehovah’s mighty hand, confident that 
he will help us to cope with our anxieties. 
—Isaiah 41:8-13.

12 Humility includes willingness to apply 
counsel from God’s Word, which can often 
lessen anxiety. For example, if our anxi­
ety has resulted from deep involvement in 
material pursuits, we might well reflect on 
Paul’s counsel: “Let your manner of life 
be free of the love of money, while you 
are content with the present things. For 
[God] has said: ‘I will by no means leave you 
nor by any means forsake you.’ ” (Hebrews 
13:5) By humbly applying such counsel, 
many have freed themselves of great anxi­
ety about material security. While their fi­
nancial condition may not have improved, 
it does not dominate their thoughts to their 
spiritual detriment.

The Role of Patience
13 The expression “in due time” at 1 Pe­

ter 5:6 suggests the need for patient

12. How might anxiety about material security 
be affected if we humbly apply the words of He­
brews 13:5?
13, 14. (a) As to patient endurance, what exam­
ple did the man Job provide? (b) Patiently wait­
ing on Jehovah can do what for us?
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endurance. Sometimes a problem persists 
for a long time, and that can height­
en anxiety. Especially then do we need to 
leave matters in Jehovah’s hands. The dis­
ciple James wrote: “We pronounce happy 
those who have endured. You have heard of 
the endurance of Job and have seen the out­
come Jehovah gave, that Jehovah is very 
tender in affection and merciful.” (James 
5:11) Job experienced economic ruin, lost 
ten children in death, suffered from a 
loathsome disease, and was wrongly con­
demned by false comfort­
ers. At least some anxiety 
would be normal under 
such circumstances.

14 At any rate, Job was 
exemplary in patient en­
durance. If we are un­
dergoing a severe test of 
faith, we may have to wait 
for relief, even as he did.
But God did act in his be­
half, eventually relieving 
Job of his suffering and 
rewarding him abundant­
ly. (Job 42:10-17) Patient­
ly waiting on Jehovah de­
velops our endurance and reveals the depth 
of our devotion to him.—James 1:2-4.

Trust in Jehovah
15 Peter urged fellow believers to ‘throw 

all their anxiety upon God because he cares 
for them.’ (1 Peter 5:7) So we can and 
should have implicit trust in Jehovah. Prov­
erbs 3:5, 6 says: “Trust in Jehovah with all 
your heart and do not lean upon your own 
understanding. In all your ways take no­
tice of him, and he himself will make your 
paths straight.” Because of past experienc­
es, some who are filled with anxiety find it

15. Why should we trust implicitly in Jehovah?
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difficult to trust other humans. But we have 
every reason to trust our Creator, the very 
Source and Sustainer of life. Even if we do 
not trust our own reaction in a certain mat­
ter, we can always rely on Jehovah to de­
liver us out of our calamities.—Psalm 34: 
18, 19; 36:9; 56:3, 4.

16 Trusting in God includes obeying his 
Son, Jesus Christ, who taught what he 
learned from his Father. (John 7:16) Jesus 
urged his disciples to ‘store up treasures 
in heaven’ by serving Jehovah. But what

about material needs in­
volving food, clothing, 
and shelter? “Stop being 
anxious,” counseled Je­
sus. He pointed out that 
God feeds the birds. He 
clothes the flowers beau­
tifully. Are not God’s hu­
man servants worth more 
than these? Of course 
they are. Hence, Jesus 
urged: “Keep on, then, 
seeking first the kingdom 
and [G od’s] righteous­
ness, and all these oth­
er things will be added to 

you.” Jesus continued: “So, never be anx­
ious about the next day, for the next day 
will have its own anxieties.” (Matthew 6: 
20, 25-34) Yes, we need food, drink, cloth­
ing, and shelter, but if we trust in Jehovah, 
we will not be unduly anxious about these 
things.

17 To seek first the Kingdom, we must 
trust in God and keep our priorities in 
proper order. A diver with no breathing 
apparatus may plunge beneath the water’s

16. What did Jesus Christ say about anxiety 
over material things?
17. How might we illustrate the need to seek 
first the Kingdom?

Do you know why Jesus said, 
“Stop being anxious"?



surface in search of an oyster with a pearl 
inside it. This is his means of providing 
for his family. A high priority, indeed! But 
what is more important? Air! He must sur­
face regularly to refill his lungs. Air is 
a higher priority. Likewise, we may have 
to be somewhat involved in this system of 
things in order to obtain the necessities of 
life. However, spiritual matters must come 
first because the very life of our house­
hold depends on these things. To avoid un­
due anxiety over material needs, we must 
have implicit trust in God. Moreover, ‘hav­
ing plenty to do in the Lord’s work’ may 
help to allay anxiety as “the joy of Jehovah” 
proves to be our stronghold.— 1 Corinthi­
ans 15:58; Nehemiah 8:10.

Keep On Throwing 
Your Anxiety Upon Jehovah

18 To remain clearly focused spiritually, 
we must keep on throwing all our anxiety 
upon Jehovah. Always remember that he 
really does care for his servants. To illus­
trate: Because of her husband’s unfaithful­
ness to her, one Christian woman’s anxiety

18. What evidence is there that throwing all our 
anxiety upon Jehovah can really help us?

How Would You Respond?

□  How may anxiety be defined?

□  What are some ways we can cope 
with anxiety?

□  How can humility and patience help 
to allay anxiety?

□  In coping with anxiety, why is it vi­
tal to have implicit trust in Jehovah?

□  Why should we keep on throwing 
all our anxiety upon Jehovah?

increased to the point that it was impossi­
ble for her to sleep. (Compare Psalm 119: 
28.) In bed, however, she would throw all 
her anxiety upon Jehovah. She would pour 
out her heart to God, telling him of the pain 
that she and her two small daughters were 
suffering. After she cried out for relief in 
fervent prayer, she would always be able 
to fall asleep, for she trusted that Jehovah 
would take care of her and her children. 
This Scripturally divorced woman is now 
happily married to an elder.

19 As Jehovah’s people, we have vari­
ous ways of coping with anxiety. Apply­
ing God’s Word is especially helpful. We 
have the rich spiritual food provided by God 
through “the faithful and discreet slave,” 
including helpful and refreshing articles 
published in The Watchtower and Awake! 
(Matthew 24:45-47) We have the assis­
tance of God’s holy spirit. Regular and fer­
vent prayer benefits us greatly. Appointed 
Christian elders are ready and willing to 
provide spiritual help and comfort.

20 Our own humility and patience are 
highly beneficial in dealing with anxiety 
that may beset us. Especially important 
is implicit trust in Jehovah, for our faith 
is built up as we experience his help and 
direction. In turn, faith in God can keep 
us from becoming unduly troubled. (John 
14:1) Faith prompts us to seek first the 
Kingdom and to keep busy in the Lord’s 
joyful work, which can help us to cope with 
anxiety. Such activity makes us feel secure 
among those who will sing God’s praises to 
all eternity. (Psalm 104:33) Let us there­
fore keep on throwing all our anxiety upon 
Jehovah.

19, 20. (a) What are some ways we may cope 
with anxiety? (b) What should we keep on doing 
with all our anxiety?
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“ I f y o u  OWE TAXES, PAY TAXES”

CCT N THIS world nothing is certain 
I but death and taxes.” So said 18th- 

JL century American statesman and 
inventor Benjamin Franklin. His words, so 
often quoted, reflect not only the inevitabil­
ity of taxes but also the dread that they 
invoke. For many, paying taxes has little 
more appeal than dying.

Unpleasant though the paying of taxes 
may be, this is an obligation that genuine 
Christians take very seriously. The apostle 
Paul wrote to the Christian congregation at 
Rome: “Give everyone what you owe him: 
If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, 
then honor.” (Romans 13:7, New Interna­
tional Version) And Jesus Christ was refer­
ring specifically to taxes when he said: “Pay 
back Caesar’s things to Caesar, but God’s 
things to God.”—Mark 12:14, 17.

Jehovah has permitted governmental 
“superior authorities” to exist and requires 
that his servants be in relative subjection 
to them. Why, then, does God insist on 
his worshipers’ paying taxes? Paul men­
tions three basic reasons: (1) the “wrath” 
o f the “superior authorities” in punishing 
lawbreakers; (2) a Christian’s conscience, 
which will not be clean if he cheats on his 
taxes; (3) the need to pay these “public 
servants” for providing services and main­
taining a degree of order. (Romans 13:1-7) 
Many may not like to pay taxes. Yet, they 
would undoubtedly like even less living in 
a land with no police or fire protection, 
no road maintenance, no public schools, 
and no mail system. American jurist Oliver 
Wendell Holmes once put it this way: “Tax­
es are what we pay for civilized society.”

Payment of taxes is nothing new for ser­
vants of God. Residents of ancient Israel 
paid a form of taxes to support their kings, 
and some of those rulers burdened the peo­
ple heavily through unreasonable taxation. 
The Jews also paid tributes and taxes to the 
foreign powers that dominated them, such 
as Egypt, Persia, and Rome. So Christians 
in Paul’s day knew well what he was talk­
ing about when he mentioned the paying of 
taxes. They knew that whether the taxes 
were reasonable or not, and regardless of 
how the government might spend this mon­
ey, they had to pay whatever tax they owed. 
The same applies to Christians today. How­
ever, what principles might offer us guid­
ance while paying our taxes in these com­
plex times?

Five Guiding Principles
Be orderly. We serve and imitate Jeho­

vah, who is “a God, not of disorder, but 
of peace.” (1 Corinthians 14:33; Ephesians 
5:1) Being orderly is crucial when it comes 
to paying taxes. Are your records complete, 
accurate, and organized? Usually, an ex­
pensive filing system is not needed. You 
might have one folder labeled for each type 
of record (such as receipts itemizing your 
various expenses). It might suffice to group 
these in larger folders for each year. In 
many lands it is necessary to keep such 
files for a number of years in the event that 
the government decides to examine past 
records. So do not throw anything away 
until you are certain that it is no longer 
needed.

Be honest. Paul wrote: “Carry on prayer 
for us, for we trust we have an honest con-
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science, as we wish to conduct ourselves 
honestly in all things.” (Hebrews 13:18) A 
heartfelt desire to be honest should guide 
every decision we make when paying our 
taxes. First, consider taxes to be paid on re­
portable income. In many lands, addition­
al income—from tips, odd jobs, sales—is 
subject to taxation as soon as it exceeds 
a specified amount. A Christian with an 
“honest conscience” will find out what con­
stitutes taxable income where he lives and 
will pay the applicable tax.

Second, there is the matter of deduc­
tions. Governments commonly allow tax­
payers to deduct certain expenses from 
their taxable income. In this dishonest 
world, many see no harm in being “cre­
ative” or “imaginative” when claiming such 
deductions. One man in the United States 
reportedly bought his wife an expensive fur 
coat, then hung it in his place of business 
for a day so that he could deduct it as a 
form of “decoration” for the workplace! An­
other man claimed his daughter’s wedding 
expenses as business deductions. Still an­
other tried to deduct the expenses of hav­
ing his wife travel with him for months in 
the Far East, although she was really there 
mainly for social and recreational purpos­
es. There seems to be no end of such cases. 
Put simply, calling something a business 
deduction when it really is nothing of the 
kind is a form of lying— something that our 
God, Jehovah, utterly despises.—Proverbs 
6:16-19.

Be cautious. Jesus urged his followers 
to be “cautious as serpents and yet inno­
cent as doves.” (Matthew 10:16) That ad­
vice could well apply to our taxpaying prac­
tices. Particularly in developed countries, 
more and more people these days pay an ac­
counting firm or some professional to pre­
pare their taxes. Then they simply sign the 
forms and send in the check. This would be

a good occasion to observe the caution re­
corded at Proverbs 14:15: “Anyone inexpe­
rienced puts faith in every word, but the 
shrewd one considers his steps.”

More than a few taxpayers have en­
countered trouble with the government be­
cause they ‘put faith in every word’ of 
some unscrupulous accountant or inexperi­
enced tax preparer. How much better to be 
shrewd! Consider your steps by carefully 
reading any document before you sign it. If 
some entry, omission, or deduction strikes 
you as odd, have it explained—repeatedly 
if necessary—until you are satisfied that 
the matter is honest and legal. Granted, in 
many lands tax laws have grown exceed­
ingly complex, but to the extent possible, 
it is the course of wisdom to understand 
anything you sign. In some cases, you may 
find that a fellow Christian who is familiar 
with tax law can offer some insight. One 
Christian elder who deals with tax matters 
as a lawyer said succinctly: “If your accoun­
tant proposes something that sounds too 
good to be true, then it probably is!”

Be responsible. “Each one will carry his 
own load,” wrote the apostle Paul. (Gala­
tians 6:5) When it comes to paying taxes, 
each Christian must shoulder the responsi­
bility of being honest and law-abiding. This 
is not a matter in which the congregation 
elders supervise the flock under their care. 
(Compare 2 Corinthians 1:24.) They do 
not involve themselves in tax matters un­
less some case of serious wrongdoing, per­
haps involving scandal in the community, 
comes to their attention. In general, this 
is an area wherein the individual Chris­
tian is responsible for using his proper­
ly trained conscience in applying Scriptur­
al principles. (Hebrews 5:14) This includes 
being aware that signing a tax document 
—regardless of who prepared it—may well
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constitute a legal statement that you have 
read the document and believe that what it 
contains is true.*

Be irreprehensible. Christian overseers 
must be “irreprehensible” in order to qual­
ify for their office. Similarly, the whole 
congregation should be irreprehensible in 
God’s sight. (1 Timothy 3:2; compare Ephe­
sians 5:27.) They therefore strive to main­
tain a good reputation in the community, 
even when it comes to paying taxes. Jesus 
Christ himself set the example in this re­
gard. His disciple Peter was asked if Jesus 
paid the temple tax, a small matter of two 
drachmas. Really, Jesus was exempt from 
this tax, since the temple was his Father’s 
house and no king imposes a tax on his 
own son. Jesus said as much; yet he paid 
that tax. In fact, he even used a miracle 
to produce the needed money! Why pay a 
tax from which he was properly exempt? 
As Jesus himself said, it was “that we do 
not cause them to stumble.”—Matthew 17: 
24-27 /

Maintain a God-Honoring Reputation
Jehovah’s Witnesses today are likewise 

concerned that they do not stumble oth­
ers. Not surprisingly, then, as a whole, 
they enjoy a good reputation worldwide as 
being honest, taxpaying citizens. For in­
stance, the Spanish newspaper El Diario 
Vasco commented on widespread tax eva­
sion in Spain, but noted: “The only excep­
tion [is] Jehovah’s Witnesses. When they

* This may present a challenge to Christians who 
file a joint tax return with an unbelieving mate. The 
Christian wife would make a conscientious effort to 
balance the headship principle with the need to obey 
Caesar’s tax laws. She should be aware, though, of the 
possible legal consequences of knowingly signing a fal­
sified document.— Compare Romans 13:1; 1 Corinthi­
ans 11:3.

# Interestingly, Matthew’s is the only Gospel to re­
cord this event in Jesus’ earthly life. As a former tax 
collector himself, Matthew was no doubt impressed 
with Jesus’ spirit in this matter.

buy or sell, the [property] value they de­
clare is the absolute truth.” Similarly, the 
U.S. newspaper San Francisco Examiner 
remarked some years ago: “You might re­
gard [Jehovah’s Witnesses] as model citi­
zens. They pay taxes diligently, tend the 
sick, battle illiteracy.”

No true Christian would want to do any­
thing that might taint this hard-won rep­
utation. If faced with a choice, would you 
risk being known as a tax cheat for the 
sake of saving some money? No. Surely you 
would rather lose money than sully your 
good name and cast your values and even 
your worship of Jehovah in a bad light.

In truth, maintaining a reputation as a 
just, honest person may well cost you mon­
ey at times. As the ancient Greek philoso­
pher Plato noted some 24 centuries ago: 
“When there is an income tax, the just man 
will pay more and the unjust less on the 
same amount of income.” He might have 
added that the just man never regrets pay­
ing the price for being just. Even having 
such a reputation is worth the cost. This 
is certainly true of Christians. Their good 
reputation is precious to them because it 
honors their heavenly Father and can help 
to draw others to their way of life and to 
their God, Jehovah.—Proverbs 11:30; 1 Pe­
ter 3:1.

Most of all, though, true Christians value 
their own relationship with Jehovah. God 
sees everything that they do, and they de­
sire to please him. (Hebrews 4:13) There­
fore, they reject the temptation to try to 
cheat the government. They recognize that 
God takes delight in honest, upright con­
duct. (Psalm 15:1-3) And since they want to 
make Jehovah’s heart rejoice, they pay all 
the taxes they owe.—Proverbs 27:11; Ro­
mans 13:7.
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She Was Highly 
Favored by Jehovah

£  £  X ” ""> OOD DAY, highly favored one, 
I  _  Jehovah is with you.” What a 
V f c J  salutation! The speaker is none 

other than the angel Gabriel. He is ad­
dressing a young woman of humble heart 
—Mary, the daughter of a man named Heli. 
The year is 3 B.C.E., and the place is the 
city of Nazareth.—Luke 1:26-28.

Mary is promised in marriage to Joseph 
the carpenter. According to Jewish law and 
custom, she is viewed as his espoused wife. 
(Matthew 1:18) Like her, he is of humble 
station in life. Why, then, does the angel 
greet her as one who is highly favored?

God no declaration will be an impossibili­
ty.”—Luke 1:34-37.

Mary immediately accepts this marvel­
ous privilege of service. Willingly, but in 
humility, she responds: “Look! Jehovah’s 
slave girl! May it take place with me accord­
ing to your declaration.” At that, Gabri­
el departs. Mary hastens to a city in the 
mountainous region of Judah. Arriving at 
the home of the priest Zechariah and his 
wife, Elizabeth, she finds conditions exact­
ly as the angel described them. What joy 
fills Mary’s heart! Her lips bubble forth in 
words of praise to Jehovah.—Luke 1:38-55.

Her Wonderful Privilege
Gabriel adds: “Have no fear, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God; and, look! 
you will conceive in your womb and give 
birth to a son, and you are to call his name 
Jesus. This one will be great and will be 
called Son of the Most High; and Jehovah 
God will give him the throne of David his 
father, and he will rule as king over the 
house of Jacob forever, and there will be no 
end of his kingdom.”—Luke 1:29-33.

Amazed and perplexed, Mary asks: “How 
is this to be, since I am having no in­
tercourse with a man?” Gabriel answers: 
“Holy spirit will come upon you, and power 
of the Most High will overshadow you. For 
that reason also what is born will be called 
holy, God’s Son.” To remove any doubts, 
the angel adds: “Look! Elizabeth your rela­
tive has also herself conceived a son, in her 
old age, and this is the sixth month for her, 
the so-called barren woman; because with

She Becomes Joseph’s Wife
A virgin is to supply Jesus’ human body, 

for such a birth was foretold. (Isaiah 7:14; 
Matthew 1:22, 23) But why is a betrothed 
virgin required? In order to provide an 
adoptive father who can convey to the child 
the legal right to King David’s throne. Both 
Joseph and Mary belong to the tribe of Ju­
dah and are descendants of King David. So 
the heirship rights of Jesus will be dou­
bly established. (Matthew 1:2-16; Luke 3: 
23-33) This is why the angel later assures 
Joseph that he should not hesitate to take 
Mary as his legal wife, although she is preg­
nant.—Matthew 1:19-25.*

A taxation decree issued by Augustus 
Caesar obligates Joseph and Mary to regis­
ter in Bethlehem. While there, she gives

* If Mary had not been a virgin, who would have 
wanted to marry her? The Jews insisted on a girl’s be­
ing a virgin.— Deuteronomy 22:13-19; compare Gene­
sis 38:24-26.
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birth to her firstborn son. Shepherds come 
to see the infant, and they give praise to his 
Father, Jehovah. After 40 days of purifica­
tion according to the Mosaic Law, Mary 
goes to the temple in Jerusalem to make 
atonement for her sins. (Leviticus 12:1-8; 
Luke 2:22-24) Yes, since she was not im­
maculately conceived, and so not free from 
the stain of sin, her natural imperfec­
tions must be covered by atoning sacrifices. 
—Psalm 51:5.

While Mary and Joseph are at the tem­
ple, elderly Simeon and the aged prophet­
ess Anna are privileged to behold the Son 
of God. Mary is not the center of attention. 
(Luke 2:25-38) Later, Magi do obeisance 
not to her but to Jesus.—Matthew 2:1-12.

After fleeing to Egypt and remaining 
there until wicked Herod dies, Jesus’ par­
ents return and settle in the little village 
of Nazareth. (Matthew 2:13-23; Luke 2:39) 
It is there that Joseph and Mary rear Jesus 
under godly family conditions.

Mary Had Other Children
In time, Mary and Joseph provide Jesus 

with natural brothers and sisters. When 
Jesus’ ministry brings him to his home­
town of Nazareth, his childhood acquain­
tances recognize him. “Is this not the car­
penter’s son?” they ask. “Is not his mother

In O u r N ext Issue
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Fulfilling a Basic Human Need 
Through Recognition

called Mary, and his brothers James and 
Joseph and Simon and Judas? And his sis­
ters, are they not all with us?” (Matthew 
13:55, 56) The Nazarenes are referring to 
the physical family of Joseph and Mary, in­
cluding her sons and daughters whom they 
know as Jesus’ natural brothers and sis­
ters.

These brothers and sisters are not Je­
sus’ cousins. Neither are they his disciples, 
or spiritual brothers and sisters, for John 
2:12 makes a clear distinction between the 
two groups by stating: “He [Jesus] and his 
mother and brothers and his disciples went 
down to Capernaum.” Years later in Jeru­
salem, the apostle Paul saw Cephas, or Pe­
ter, and added: “I did not see any of the oth­
er apostles; I only saw James, the brother 
of the Lord.” (Galatians 1:19, The Jerusa­
lem Bible) Moreover, the statement that Jo­
seph “had no intercourse with [Mary] un­
til she gave birth to a son” indicates that 
Jesus’ adoptive father did have relations 
with her afterward and fathered her oth­
er children. (Matthew 1:25) Accordingly, 
Luke 2:7 calls Jesus her “firstborn” son.

A God-Fearing Mother
As a God-fearing mother, Mary cooper­

ates with Joseph in instructing her chil­
dren in righteousness. (Proverbs 22:6) 
That she is an ardent student of the Scrip­
tures is seen from her spiritually rich ex­
pression when greeted by Elizabeth. At 
that time Jesus’ mother repeats senti­
ments from Hannah’s song and displays 
knowledge of the psalms, historic and pro­
phetic writings, and books of Moses. (Gen­
esis 30:13; 1 Samuel 2:1-10; Proverbs 31: 
28; Malachi 3:12; Luke 1:46-55) Mary has 
committed prophetic events and sayings to 
memory, treasured them up in her heart, 
and pondered over them in her mind. She 
is therefore well equipped to share in giv-
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ing parental instruction to the lad Jesus. 
—Luke 2:19, 33.

Well-taught 12-year-old Jesus mani­
fests Scriptural knowledge that astonish­
es learned men at the temple. Because he 
has become separated from his parents dur­
ing that Passover season, his mother says: 
“Child, why did you treat us this way? 
Here your father and I in mental distress 
have been looking for you.” Jesus responds: 
“Why did you have to 
go looking for me? Did 
you not know that I 
must be in the house of 
my Father?” Unable to 
grasp the significance of 
this reply, Mary stores 
it in her heart. Return­
ing to Nazareth, Jesus 
goes on “progressing in 
wisdom and in physical 
growth and in favor with 
God and men.”—Luke 2:
42-52.

Mary as 
Jesus’ Disciple

How fitting it is that 
Mary should eventual­
ly become Jesus’ devoted 
disciple! She is meek and 
has no ambition to shine 
in spite of her unique God-given assign­
ment. Mary knows the Scriptures. If you 
search them yourself, you will not find her 
described with a halo, seated on a throne as 
“mother-queen” and bathed in the reflect­
ed glory of Christ. Rather, you will find her 
far in the background, out of the spotlight. 
—Matthew 13:53-56; John 2:12.

Jesus nipped in the bud any such thing 
as Mariolatry among his followers. While 
he was speaking on one occasion, “a wom­
an from the crowd called out, ‘Blest is

the womb that bore you and the breasts 
that nursed you!’ ‘Rather,’ he replied, ‘blest 
are they who hear the word of God and 
keep it.’ ” (Luke 11:27, 28, New Amer­
ican Bible, translated by members of the 
Catholic Biblical Association of Ameri­
ca) At a wedding feast, Jesus told Mary: 
“What have I to do with you, woman? My 
hour has not yet come.” (John 2:4) Other 
translations read: “Leave the matter in my 

hands.” ( ) “Do
not try to direct me.” 
(An American Transla­
tion) Yes, Jesus respect­
ed his mother, but he did 
not place her on a pedes­
tal.

Eternal Privileges
What privileges Mary 

enjoyed! She gave birth 
to Jesus. Then she moth­
ered and trained the 
young child. Finally, she 
exercised faith, becom­
ing Christ’s disciple and 
spiritual sister. In our 
last Scriptural glimpse 
of Mary, we see her in 
an upper chamber in Je­
rusalem. She is there to­
gether with Jesus’ apos­

tles, her other sons, and some faithful 
women—all worshipers of Jehovah.—Acts 
1:13, 14.

In time, Mary died and her body re­
turned to the dust. Like other early anoint­
ed followers of her dear son, she slept in 
death until God’s due time to resurrect her 
as a spirit creature with immortal life in 
heaven. (1 Corinthians 15:44, 50; 2 Timo­
thy 4:8) How delighted this “highly favored 
one” must now be in the presence of Jeho­
vah God and Jesus Christ!

Mary was highly favored 
as the mother of Jesus
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“That Is the Way True Christians Should Behave”

a t -  —

N HIS 1990 book Arbeit macht tot— Eine 
Jugend in Auschwitz (Work Kills You 
—Young Manhood in Auschwitz), Ausch­

witz survivor Tibor Wohl documents a con­
versation he overheard between two fellow 
prisoners. One, an Austrian, claimed to be 
a “nonbeliever.” Yet, he praised the pris­
oners who wore the purple-triangle in­
signia—the Bible Students, as Jehovah’s 
Witnesses were called in the camp.

“They do not go to war,” said the Aus­
trian to his companion. “They would 
rather be killed than kill anyone else. In 

my view that is the way true Christians 
should behave. I must tell you about a very 

pleasant episode I had with them. We were together with both 
Jews and Bible Students in one block in the camp of Stutt- 
hof. In those days the Bible Students had to do hard labor, 
outdoors in the bitter cold. We could not understand how they 
survived. They said Jehovah gave them strength. They need­

ed their bread desperately, since they were famished. But what 
did they do? They collected all the bread they had, took half of 

it and gave the other half to their brothers, their spiritual broth­
ers, who came in ravenous from other camps. And they welcomed 

them and kissed them. Before they ate, they prayed, and afterward 
their faces beamed with happiness. They said that nobody was hun­
gry anymore. So, you see, then I thought to myself, ‘These are true 
Christians.’ That was how I always imagined they should be. How 
nice it would have been to give starving comrades such a welcome 
here in Auschwitz!”


