SEPTEMBER 1

s Kingdom



[-UT-rLTLrj

ms\Natchtower,

Announcing Jehovah'SKingdom

September 1, 1994 Average Printing Each Issue: 16,100,000 Vol. 115, No. 17

THE PURPOSE OF THEWATCHTOWER is to exalt Jehovah God as Sovereign Lc
universe. It keeps watch on world events as these fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peoples with
the good news that God’'s Kingdom will soon destroy those who oppress their fellowmen and that
it will turn the earth into a paradise. It encourages faith in God’s now-reigning King, Jesus Christ,
whose shed blood opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. The Watchtower, published by
Jehovah’s Witnesses continuously since 1879, is nonpolitical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

IN THIS ISSUE
3 Evolution on Trial 26  Kingdom Proclaimers Report
5 Science, Religion, 27 Do Restrictions Discourage You?

and the Search for Truth
29 Appreciate Your Sacred Service

8 Despite Being Made of Dust,

Push Ahead! 32 "Il Am Wonderfully Made"
13 Rejoice in Jehovah! WATCHTOWER STUDIES
19 Beware of Boasting OCTOBER 10-16: Despite Being Made of Dust, Push

Ahead! Page 8. Songs to be used: 123, 125.

22 Happy in a Genuine OCTOBER 17-23: Rejoice in Jehovah! Page 13.

Worldwide Brotherhood Songs to be used: 19, 206.

Now published in 117 languages. If you would like to learn about Jehovah's Witnesses or their publications,

I ite to Watch T tth iate address below.
SEMIMONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: please write to Watch Tower at the appropriate address below

Afrikaans, Albanian, Amharic, Arabic, Bicol, Bislama, Bul- America, United States of: Wallkill, N.Y. 12589. Australia: Box 280, Ingleburn, N.S.W.
garian, Cebuano, Chichewa, Chinese, Chinese (Simpli- 2565. Bahamas: Box N-1247, Nassau, N.P. Barbados: Fontabelle Rd., Bridgetown. Can-
fied!, Cibemba, Croatian, Czech, Danish,* Dutch,* Efik, ada: Box 4100, Halton Hills (Georgetown), Ontario L7G 4Y4. England: The Ridgeway, London
English** (also Braille), Estonian, Ewe, Fijian, Finnish™™ 7 1pp Germany: Niederselters, Am Steinfels, D-65618 Selters. Ghana: Box 760, Accra.
FrenCh" Ga, German, Greek’. H'I'gay."on' Hiri Mo, Guyana: 50 Brickdam, Georgetown 16. Hawaii 968 19: 2055 Kam IV Rd , Honolulu. Hong
Hungarlan_, Igbo, lloko, Indonesian, Itallan,*_ Japanese* Kong: 4 K India: 3 Ire-
(also Braille), Kannada, Korean* Macedonian, Mala- g: ent Road, Kowloon Tohg. ndia: Post Bag 10, L.onavla, Pune DIS.,‘ Mah. 410 401. Ire
gasy, Malayalam, Marathi, Myanmar, New Guinea Pidgin, land: 29A Jamestown Road, Finglas, Dublin 11. Jamaica: Box 180, Kingston 10. Japan:
Norwegian, Pangasinan, Papiamento, Polish, Portuguese* 1271 Nakashinden, Ebina City, Kanagawa Pref., 243-04. Kenya: Box 47788, Nairobi. Liberia:
Rarotongan, Romanian, Russian, Samar-Leyte, Samoan, P.O. Box 10-0380, 1000 Monrovia 10. New Zealand: P.O. Box 142, Manurewa. Nigeria:
Sepedi, Serbian, Sesotho, Shona, Sinhalese, Slovak, Slo- P.M.B. 1090, Benin City, Edo State. Philippines, Republic of: P.O. Box 2044, 1099 Manila.
venian, Spanish,* Swahili, Swedish,** Tagalog, Tahitian, South Africa: Private Bag X2067, Krugersdorp, 1740. Trinidad and Tobago, Republic

Tamil, Telugu, Thai, Tsonga, Tswana, Turkish, Twi, Ukrai- of: | ower Rapsey Street & Laxmi Lane, Curepe. Zambia: P.O. Box 33459, Lusaka 10101. Zim -
nian, Venda, Vietnamese, Wallisian, Xhosa, Yoruba, Zulu babwe: 35 Fife Avenue, Harare.

MONTHLY LANGUAGES AVAILABLE BY MAIL: Ar- X . .

menian, Bengali, Cambodian, Greenlandic, Gujara- The Bible translation used is the New World Changes of address should reach us 30 days be-
ti, Gun, Hausa, Hebrew, Hindi, Icelandic, Kinyarwanda, Translation of the Holy Scriptures— With fore your moving date. Give us your old and new
Kwanyama/Ndonga, Lithuanian, Luganda, Maltese, Mar- References, unless otherwise indicated. address (if possible, your old address label).
shallese, Moore, Nepali, Niuean, Palauan, Persian, Pona- oy you welcome more information or The Watchtower (ISSN 0043-1087) is published

$ean. SaTngi. Silo_f,i' s|°|°m°8 Idslangs Pidgin, Sranantongo,  , free home Bible study? Please send your semimonthly by Watchtower Bible and Tract So-
ongan, Trukese, Tuvaluan, Urdu, Yapese request to Watch Tower, using the appro- ciety of New York, Inc., 25 Columbia Heights,

* Study articles also available in large-print edition. priate address above. Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201-2483. Second-class post-
* Audiocassettes also available. o . age paid at Brooklyn, N.Y., and at additional mail-

Publication of “The Watchtower" is part of ing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes
© 1994 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylva- a worldwide Bible educational work sup- to Watchtower, W allkill, N.Y. 12589.

nia. All rights reserved. Milton G. Henschel, President ported by voluntary donations. Printed in U.S.A.



EVOLUTION ON TRIAL

Committed evolutionists are now clamoring
for afull reexamination oforganic origins

IMAGINE that you are a

jurist in a criminal trial.

The defendant avows his
innocence, and witnesses come forward to
testify in his behalf. While listening to
their testimony, however, you note that
each witness contradicts the others. Then,
when the defense witnesses are called back
to the stand, their stories change. As a ju-
rist, would you give weight to their testi-
mony? Would you be inclined to acquit the
accused? Likely not, for any inconsisten-
cies in the defense erode the credibility of
the defendant.

Such is the case with the theory of evo-
lution. A host of witnesses have come forth
to tell a variety of stories about the origin
of life, defending the theory of evolution.
But would their testimony hold up in court?
Do those who uphold the theory speak in
agreement?

Conflicting Testimony

How did life begin? Perhaps no other
qguestion has stirred more speculation and
ignited more debate. Yet, the controversy is
not simply over evolution versus creation;
much of the conflict takes place among the
evolutionists themselves. Virtual-
ly every detail of evolution—how
it happened, where it started, who
or what started it, and how
long the process took—is hot-
ly disputed.

The dogmatic statements of
some can be intimidating

For years evolutionists claimed that life
began in a warm pool of organic “soup.”
Some now believe that foam in the ocean
could have bred life. Undersea geysers
are another proposed site of life’s origin.
Some postulate that living organisms ar-
rived on earthbound meteors. Or perhaps,
say others, asteroids smashed into earth
and changed the atmosphere, stirring up
life in the process. “Plow a big iron asteroid
into earth,” says one researcher, “and you
will certainly get interesting things hap-
pening.”

The nature of life's beginning is also be-
ing reconsidered. “Life did not arise under
calm, benign conditions, as once assumed,”
suggests Time magazine, “but under the
hellish skies of a planet racked by volcanic
eruptions and menaced by comets and as-
teroids.” For life to evolve amid such chaos,
some scientists now say, the whole process
must have occurred within a narrower time
frame than previously thought.

Scientists also have differing views
about where God—“if he exists”—fits into
the picture. Some say that life evolved
without the intervention of a Creator,



while others suggest that God started the
process and let evolution take over.

After life began, how did evolution oc-
cur? Even here, stories conflict. In 1958,
a century after The Origin of Species was
published, evolutionist Sir Julian Hux-
ley stated: “Darwin’s great discovery,
the universal principle of natural se-
lection, is firmly and finally established
as the sole agency of major evolutionary
change.” Twenty-four years later, though,
evolutionist Michael Ruse wrote: “A grow-
ing number of biologists . . . argues that
any evolutionary theory based on Darwini-
an principles—particularly any theory that
sees natural selection as the key to evo-
lutionary change—is misleadingly incom-
plete.”

Time magazine, while saying that there
are “many solid facts” backing the evolu-
tion theory, nonetheless concedes that evo-
lution is a complex tale with “many holes
and no shortage of competing theories on
how to fill in the missing pieces.” Far from
suggesting that the case is closed, some of
the most committed evolutionists are now
clamoring for a full reexamination of or-
ganic origins.

Thus, the case for evolution—particu-
larly for the beginning of life according
to evolution—is not based upon consistent
testimony. Scientist T. H. Janabi observes
that those who advocate evolution “have
developed and abandoned many erroneous
theories over the years and scientists have
so far been unable to agree on any one the-
ory.”

Interestingly, Charles Darwin anticipat-
ed such conflict. In the introduction to
The Origin of Species, he wrote: “l am well
aware that scarcely a single point is dis-
cussed in this volume on which facts can-
not be adduced, often apparently leading
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to conclusions directly opposite to those at
which | have arrived.”

Indeed, such conflicting testimony rais-
es questions as to the credibility of the evo-
lution theory.

Is Evolution the Intellectual Choice?

From its beginning, notes the book Mile-
stones of History, the evolution theory “ap-
pealed to many people because it seemed
more truly scientific than the theory of spe-
cial creations.”

Moreover, the dogmatic statements of
some evolutionists can be intimidating. For
example, scientist H. S. Shelton asserts
that the concept of special creation is “too
foolish for serious consideration.” Biologist
Richard Dawkins bluntly states: “If you
meet somebody who claims not to believe in
evolution, that person is ignorant, stupid
or insane.” Similarly, Professor Rene Du-
bos says: “Most enlightened persons now
accept as a fact that everything in the
cosmos—from heavenly bodies to human
beings—has developed and continues to de-
velop through evolutionary processes.”

From these statements it would seem
that anyone with a measure of intelligence
would readily accept evolution. After all, to
do so would mean that one is “enlightened”
rather than “stupid.” Yet, there are highly
educated men and women who do not advo-
cate the theory of evolution. “I found many
scientists with private doubts,” writes
Francis Hitching in his book The Neck of
the Giraffe, “and a handful who went so far
as to say that Darwinian evolutionary the-
ory had turned out not to be a scientific the-
ory at all.”

Chandra Wickramasinghe, a highly ac-
claimed British scientist, takes a similar
position. “There’s no evidence for any of
the basic tenets of Darwinian evolution,”
he says. “It was a social force that took over



the world in 1860, and | think it has been
a disaster for science ever since.”

T. H. Janabi investigated the arguments
put forth by evolutionists. “I found that the
situation is quite different from that which
we are led to believe,” he says. “The evi-
dence is too scarce and too fragmented to
support such a complex theory as that of
the origin of life.”

Thus, those who object to the evolution
theory should not simply be brushed aside
as “ignorant, stupid or insane.” Regarding
opinions that challenge evolution, even the
staunch evolutionist George Gaylord Simp-
son had to admit: “It would certainly be
a mistake merely to dismiss these views
with a smile or to ridicule them. Their pro-
ponents were (and are) profound and able
students.”

A Matter of Faith
Some think that belief in evolution is
based upon fact, while belief in creation is
based upon faith. It is true that no man
has seen God. (John 1:18; compare 2 Co-
rinthians 5:7.) Yet, the theory of evolution

holds no advantage in this regard, since
it is founded upon events that no humans
have ever witnessed or duplicated.

For example, scientists have never ob-
served mutations—even beneficial ones—
that produce new life-forms; yet they are
sure that this is precisely how new species
arrived. They have not witnessed the spon-
taneous generation of life; yet they insist
that this is how life began.

Such lack of evidence causes T. H. Janabi
to call the evolution theory “a mere ‘faith.’””
Physicist Fred Hoyle calls it “the Gospel ac-
cording to Darwin.” Dr. Evan Shute takes
it further. “I suspect that the creationist
has less mystery to explain away than the
wholehearted evolutionist,” he says.

Other experts agree. “When | contem-
plate the nature of man,” admits astrono-
mer Robert Jastrow, “the emergence of this
extraordinary being out of chemicals dis-
solved in a pool of warm water seems as
much a miracle as the Biblical account of
his origin.”

Why, then, do many still reject the idea
that life was created?

SCIENCE, RELIGION,
AND THE SEARCH FOR TRUTH

“Thefact that manyfalse religions have spread. ..
had some weight with me. "—Charles Darwin

DURING the early 19th
century, science and reli-
gion enjoyed a compatible
relationship. “Even in scientific papers,”
says the book Darwin: Before and After,
“writers felt no hesitation in speaking of

God in a manner that was evidently natu-
ral and sincere.”

Darwin’s Origin of Species helped to
change that. Science and evolution
came to form a liaison that left religion
—and God—out of the picture. “In the
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evolutionary pattern of thought,” says
Sir Julian Huxley, “there is no longer ei-
ther need or room for the supernatural.”

Today the evolution theory is claimed to
be an indispensable foundation of science.
A key reason for the relationship is iden-
tified by physicist Fred Hoyle: “Orthodox
scientists are more concerned with pre-
venting a return to the religious excesses
of the past than in looking forward to the
truth.” What kind of excesses have made
religion so distasteful to science?

Religion Gives Creation a Bad Name

In a supposed attempt to uphold the Bi-
ble, the “creationists”—mostly allied with
fundamentalist Protestants—have insist-
ed that the earth and the universe are less
than 10,000 years old. This extreme view
has invited the ridicule of geologists, as-
tronomers, and physicists, for it contra-
dicts their findings.

But what does the Bible really say? “In
the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth.” (Genesis 1:1) The time involved
is not specified. The “first day” of creation

IGNORANT OF THE EVIDENCE?

"EVEN Jehovah's Witnesses have learned a
good deal of biology," wrote lawyer Nor-
man Macbeth in his 1971 book Darwin Re-
ried— An Appeal to Reason. Upon reading
n Awake! article on the subject of evolu-
ion, Macbeth notes: "I was amazed to find
hat it contained some shrewd criticism of
Darwinism." Noting the extensive research
and judicious quotes from authorities on the
subject, the author concluded: "It is no lon-
ger correct for Simpson to say: . those
ho do not believe in it [evolution] are, al-
Imost to a man, obviously ignorant of the sci-
ntific evidence."

6 the Watchtower— September 1,1994

is not even mentioned until Genesis 1:3-5.
“The heavens and the earth” already ex-
isted when this first “day” began. There-
fore, could the heavens and the earth be bil-
lions of years old, as scientists claim? They
may very well be. The Bible simply does not
specify the time covered.

Another excess of religion is the way some
interpret the six ‘days’ of creation. Some
fundamentalists insist that these days are
literal, restricting earthly creation to a pe-
riod of 144 hours. This provokes skepticism
in scientists, for they feel that this claim
conflicts with clear scientific observations.

However, it is the fundamentalist in-
terpretation of the Bible—not the Bible
itself—that is at odds with science. The Bi-
ble does not say that each creative “day” was
24 hours long; indeed, it includes all these
‘days’ in the much longer “day that Jeho-
vah God made earth and heaven,” showing
that not all Biblical ‘days’ contained just 24
hours. (Genesis 2:4) Some could have been
many thousands of years in length.*

Thus, the idea of creation has been giv-
en a bad name by creationists and fun-
damentalists. Their teachings on the age
of the universe and the length of the cre-
ative ‘days’ are in harmony neither with
reasonable science nor with the Bible. How-
ever, there are also other excesses that have
made religion distasteful to scientists.

Abuse of Power
Throughout history, religion has been re-
sponsible for much injustice. During the
Middle Ages, for example, the creation doc-
trine was twisted to justify the church’s

* See Awake!, November 8, 1982, pages 6-9, and In-
sight on the Scriptures, Volume 1, page 545, published
by the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of New
York, Inc. For more information on creationism and
its conflicts with science and the Bible, see Awake! is-
sues of March 8, 1983, pages 12-15, and March 22,
1983, pages 12-15.



Thefuture of mankind
has not been left to blind chance

support of Europe’s autocracy. The implica-
tion was that humans were placed in their
status, wealthy or poor, by divine decree.
The Intelligent Universe explains: “Youn-
ger sons of the wealthy were told it was
‘God’s system’ for them to receive little or
nothing of the family estate, and the work-
ing man was constantly being urged to re-
main content with ‘the station to which it
had pleased God to call him."”

Little wonder that many fear return-
ing to “the religious excesses of the past”!
Rather than fill man’s spiritual need, re-
ligion has often preyed upon it. (Ezekiel
34:2) Comments an editorial in the maga-
zine India Today: “With the kind of rec-
ord it has established through the ages, it
is a wonder that religion has retained any
credibility at all. ... In the name of the
Supreme Creator, . . . human beings have
perpetrated the most abominable atrocities
against their fellow creatures.”

The appalling record of false religion had

no small influence on Darwin’s thinking. “I
gradually came to disbelieve in Christiani-
ty as a divine revelation,” he wrote. “The
fact that many false religions have spread
over large portions of the earth like wild-
fire had some weight with me.”

The Triumph of True Religion

Religious hypocrisy is not new to this
world. Jesus said to the power-hungry reli-
gious leaders of his day: “You appear like
good men on the outside—but inside you
are a mass of pretence and wickedness.”
—Matthew 23:28, Phillips.

Genuine Christianity, however, is “no
part of the world.” (John 17:16) Its follow-
ers do not participate in corrupt religion
and politics; nor are they misled by philos-
ophies that deny the existence of a Creator.
“The wisdom of this world is foolishness
with God,” wrote the apostle Paul.— 1 Co-
rinthians 3:19.

Yet, this does not mean that real Chris-
tians are scientifically naive. On the con-
trary, followers of true religion are in-
trigued by science. “Raise your eyes high
up and see,” the ancient prophet Isaiah
was told. “Who has created these things?”
(Isaiah 40:26) Similarly, to understand the
Creator better, Job was invited to explore
the wonders of nature and the universe.
—Job, chapters 38-41.

Yes, those who believe in a Creator view
the creation with respectful awe. (Psalm
139:14) Furthermore, they trust what the
Creator, Jehovah God, says about a won-
derful hope for the future. (Revelation 21:
1-4) Through a study of the Bible, millions
are learning that neither the origin of man
nor his future depends on blind chance. Je-
hovah had a purpose in making man, and
that purpose will be realized—to the bless-
ing of all obedient humans. We invite you
to investigate the matter for yourself.
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Despite bein
UST PUSH AHEAD!

made of

“He himself well knows theformation of us, remembering that we are dust. ”
—PSALM 103:14.

dust. “Jehovah God pro-

ceeded to form the man
out of dust from the
and to blow into his
trils the breath of life, and
the man came to be a liv
ing soul.” (Genesis 2:
This simple descrip-
tion of man’s creation
is in harmony wi
scientific truth,
the elements of
the human body is
composed are to
found in the “dust
the ground.” A
once claimed that an
man body is 65 percent oxygen, 18 per-
cent carbon, 10 percent hydrogen, 3 per-
cent nitrogen, 1.5 percent calcium, and
1 percent phosphorus, with the remainder
being made up of other elements. Wheth-
er these estimates are wholly accurate is
unimportant. The fact remains: “We are
dust”!

2Who, apart from Jehovah, could create
such intricate creatures out of nothing
more than dust? God’'s works are perfect

IN A physical way, we are

1. Is the Bible scientifically correct in saying
that humans are made of dust? Explain.

2. What response does the way God created hu-
mans produce in you, and why?

8 THE WATCHTOWER— SEPTEMBER 1, 1994

and without blemish, so his
choosing to create man in this
way is certainly no cause for
complaint. Indeed, that the
Grand Creator was able to
create man from the dust
of the earth in a fear-
inspiring and won-
derful way increases
our appreciation for
His unlimited power,
skill, and practical
wisdom.—Deuteron-
omy 32:4, footnote;

Psalm 139:14.

A Change of

Circumstances
3Creatures of dust have limitations. God
never intended, however, that these be bur-
densome or overly restrictive. They were
not meant to cause discouragement or to
result in unhappiness. Still, as the con-
text of David’s words at Psalm 103:14 indi-
cates, limitations to which humans are sub-
ject can cause discouragement and result
in unhappiness. Why? When Adam and
Eve disobeyed God, they brought about a
changed situation for their future family.

3, 4. (&) In creating man out of dust, what did
God not intend? (b) To what was David referring
at Psalm 103:14, and how does the context help
us reach this conclusion?



Being made of dust then took on new con-
notations.*

4David was speaking, not about the nat-
ural limitations that even perfect humans
made of dust would have had, but about
human frailties caused by inherited imper-
fection. Otherwise he would not have said
of Jehovah: “Him who is forgiving all your
error, who is healing all your maladies,
who is reclaiming your life from the very
pit, [who] has not done to us even ac-
cording to our sins; nor according to our
errors has he brought upon us what we
deserve.” (Psalm 103:2-4, 10) Despite be-
ing made of dust, had perfect humans re-
mained faithful, they would never have
erred, sinned, so as to need forgiveness;
nor would they have had maladies requir-
ing healing. Above all, they would never
have had to descend into the pit of death
from which they could be reclaimed only
by means of a resurrection.

5Being imperfect, all of us have expe-
rienced the things of which David spoke.
We are constantly aware of our limitations
due to imperfection. We are saddened when
they at times seem to impair our relation-
ship with Jehovah or with our Christian
brothers. We regret that our imperfections
and the pressures of Satan’s world occa-
sionally push us into despondency. Since
Satan’s rule is rapidly drawing to a close,
his world is exerting ever greater pressure
on people in general and on Christians in
particular.—Revelation 12:12.

* The Bible commentary Herders Bibelkommentar,
commenting on Psalm 103:14, notes: “He well knows
that he created humans from the dust of the ground,
and he knows the weaknesses and the transient na-

ture of their life, which weigh heavily upon them
since the original sin.”— Italics ours.

5. Why is it not difficult for us to understand
David’s words?

6Do you feel that leading a Christian life
is getting more difficult? Some Christians
have been heard to remark that the longer
they are in the truth the more imperfect
they seem to become. More likely, however,
it is simply that they have become increas-
ingly aware of their own imperfections and
their inability to conform to Jehovah'’s per-
fect standards in the way that they would
like. Actually, though, this is likely a conse-
guence of continuing to grow in knowledge
and appreciation of Jehovah'’s righteous re-
quirements. It is vital that we never al-
low any such awareness to discourage us to
the point of playing into the Devil's hands.
Throughout the centuries he has repeatedly
tried to capitalize on discouragement in or-
der to cause Jehovah's servants to abandon
true worship. Nevertheless, genuine love of
God, as well as “complete hatred” for the
Devil, has prevented most of them from do-
ing so.—Psalm 139:21, 22; Proverbs 27:11.

7Still, Jehovah’'s servants may at one
time or another feel discouraged. Dis-
satisfaction with our own achievements
could also be a reason. Physical factors or
strained relations with family members,
friends, or workmates may be involved.
Faithful Job became so discouraged that
he pleaded with God: “0 that in Sheol you
would conceal me, that you would keep me
secret until your anger turns back, that you
would set a time limit for me and remember
me!” Now, if difficult circumstances could
push Job, “a man blameless and upright,
fearing God and turning aside from bad,”
to have bouts of discouragement, it is small
wonder that the same thing can happen to
us.—Job 1:8, 13-19; 2:7-9, 11-13; 14:13.

6. Why may some Christians feel discouraged,
and how may Satan take advantage of this kind
of feeling?

7. In what respect may we at times be like Job?
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Christians imitate

the faith of fellow
worshipers, but they
follow the Perfecter of
their faith, Jesus

8How consoling to
know that Jehovah
looks into hearts and
does not overlook good
motives! He will nev-
er cast off those who
strive in all sinceri-
ty to please him. Occa-
sional discouragement,
in fact, may be a posi-
tive sign, indicating
that we are not taking
our service to Jehovah
lightly. Viewed from
this standpoint, the
one who never strug-
gles with discourage-
ment may not be as
spiritually aware of
his weaknesses as oth-
ers are of theirs. Re-
member: “Let him that
thinks he is standing
beware that he does not fall.”—1 Corinthi-
ans 10:12; 1 Samuel 16:7; 1 Kings 8:39;
1 Chronicles 28:9.

They Too Were Made of Dust
9Hebrews chapter 11 lists a number of
pre-Christian witnesses of Jehovah who ex-

8. Why can occasional discouragement be a pos-
itive sign?

9, 10. (a) Whose faith do Christians do well to
imitate? (b) How did Moses react to his assign-
ment?

10 THE WATCHTOWER— SEPTEMBER 1, 1994

ercised strong faith. Christians of the first
century and those of modern times have
done likewise. The lessons to be learned
from them are invaluable. (Compare He-
brews 13:7.) For example, whose faith could
Christians better imitate than that of Mo-
ses? He was called upon to proclaim mes-
sages of judgment to the most powerful
world ruler of his time, Pharaoh of Egypt.
Today, Jehovah's Witnesses must declare
similar judgment messages against false



religion and other organizations that are
in opposition to Christ’s established King-
dom.—Revelation 16:1-15.

O Fulfilling this commission is no easy
assignment, as Moses showed. “Who am |
that | should go to Pharaoh and that | have
to bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?”
he asked. We can understand his feelings
of inadequacy. He also worried about how
fellow Israelites would react: “Suppose they
do not believe me and do not listen to my
voice?” Jehovah then explained to him how
he could prove his authorization, but Mo-
ses had another problem. He said: “Excuse
me, Jehovah, but I am not a fluent speak-
er, neither since yesterday nor since before
that nor since your speaking to your ser-
vant, for 1 am slow of mouth.”—Exodus
3:11; 4:1, 10.

1 Occasionally, we may feel as Moses did.
Although recognizing our theocratic obli-
gations, we may wonder how we can ever
fulfill them. ‘Who am 1 that | should ap-
proach people, some of higher social, eco-
nomic, or educational rank, and presume
to educate them in the ways of God? How
will my spiritual brothers react when |
make comments at Christian meetings or
offer presentations from the platform in
the Theocratic Ministry School? Will they
not see my inadequacies? But remember,
Jehovah was with Moses and equipped him
for his assignment because Moses exer-
cised faith. (Exodus 3:12; 4:2-5, 11, 12) If
we imitate the faith of Moses, Jehovah will
be with us and equip us for our work as well.

2Anyone who feels frustrated or dis-
couraged because of sins or shortcomings

11. Like Moses, how might we react to theocrat-
ic obligations, but by exercising faith, of what
can we be confident?

12. How can David’'s faith encourage us in the
face of discouragement over sins or shortcom-
ings?

can certainly relate to David when he said:
“My transgressions | myself know, and my
sin is in front of me constantly.” Plead-
ing with Jehovah, David also said: “Conceal
your face from my sins, and wipe out even
all my errors.” Never, though, did he allow
discouragement to rob him of his desire to
serve Jehovah. “Do not throw me away from
before your face; and your holy spirit 0 do
not take away from me.” David was clearly
“dust,” but Jehovah did not turn away from
him, for David exercised faith in Jehovah’s
promise not to despise “a heart broken and
crushed.”—Psalm 38:1-9; 51:3, 9, 11, 17.

1B3Note, however, that while we are to
view this “so great a cloud of witnesses” as
an encouragement to “run with endurance
the race that is set before us,” we are not
told to become their followers. We are told
to follow the steps of “the Chief Agent and
Perfecter of our faith, Jesus,” not imperfect
humans—not even the faithful apostles of
the first century.—Hebrews 12:1, 2; 1 Pe-
ter 2:21.

UThe apostles Paul and Peter, pillars
in the Christian congregation, stumbled at
times. “The good that | wish | do not do,
but the bad that I do not wish is what |
practice,” wrote Paul. “Miserable man that
I am!” (Romans 7:19, 24) And Peter in a
moment of overconfidence told Jesus: “Al-
though all the others are stumbled in con-
nection with you, never will I be stumbled!”
When Jesus warned Peter that he would
disown Him three times, Peter presump-
tuously contradicted his Master, boasting:
“Even if | should have to die with you, | will
by no means disown you.” Yet disown Jesus
he did, a mistake that caused him to weep
bitterly. Yes, Paul and Peter were made of
dust.—Matthew 26:33-35.

13, 14. (a) Why should we not become followers
of men? (b) How do the examples of Paul and Pe-

ter show that even they were made of dust?
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5 Despite their frailties, however, Moses,
David, Paul, Peter, and others like them
came off victorious. Why? Because they
exercised strong faith in Jehovah, trusted
him implicitly, and stuck close to him de-
spite setbacks. They relied upon him to pro-
vide “the power beyond what is normal.”
And he did, never letting them fall beyond
recovery. If we keep on exercising faith, we
can be sure that when judgment is ren-
dered in our case, it will be in harmony with
the words: “God is not unrighteous so as to
forget your work and the love you showed
for his name.” What an incentive this gives
us to push ahead despite the fact that we
are made of dust!—2 Corinthians 4:7; He-
brews 6:10.

What Does Being Made of Dust
Mean for Us Individually?
6Experience has taught many parents
and teachers the wisdom of judging chil-
dren or students according to individual

15. Despite the fact that we are made of dust,
what incentive do we have to push ahead?

16, 17. When it comes to judging, how does Je-
hovah apply the principle explained at Galatians
6:4?

Can You Explain?

O How do Genesis 2:7 and Psalm
103:14 differ in referring to humans
as being made of dust?

O Why is Hebrews chapter 11 a

source of encouragement for Chris-
tians today?

O Why are we wise to apply the prin-
ciple set out at Galatians 6:4?

O How can Hebrews 6:10 and 1 Co-
rinthians 15:58 help ward off dis-
couragement?

12 THE WATCHTOWER— SEPTEMBER 1, 1994

ability, not on the basis of comparisons
with siblings or classmates. This is in har-
mony with a Bible principle that Chris-
tians have been told to follow: “Let each one
prove what his own work is, and then he
will have cause for exultation in regard to
himself alone, and not in comparison with
the other person.”—Galatians 6:4.

I7In harmony with this principle, al-
though Jehovah deals with his people as an
organized group, he judges them as individ-
uals. Romans 14:12 says: “Each of us will
render an account for himself to God.” Je-
hovah well knows the genetic makeup of
each of his servants. He knows their phys-
ical and mental makeup, their abilities,
their inherited strengths and weakness-
es, the possibilities they have, as well as
the extent to which they take advantage
of these possibilities to produce Christian
fruitage. Jesus’ comments about the widow
who dropped two small coins into the tem-
ple treasury and his illustration of the seed
sown on fine soil are encouraging exam-
ples for Christians who may feel depressed
because of unwisely comparing themselves
with others.—Mark 4:20; 12:42-44.

BIt is vital that we determine what be-
ing dust means in our own individual case
so that we can serve to our fullest potential.
(Proverbs 10:4; 12:24; 18:9; Romans 12:1)
Only by being keenly aware of our personal
frailties and weaknesses can we stay alert
to the need and possibilities of improve-
ment. In making a self-examination, let us
never overlook the power of holy spirit in
helping us to improve. By means of it, the
universe was created, the Bible was writ-
ten, and, in the midst of a dying world,
a peaceful new world society has been

18. (a) Why should we determine what being
dust means for us individually? (b) Why should
a frank self-examination not cause us to despair?



brought into existence. So God’s holy spir-
it is certainly powerful enough to give those
who ask for it the wisdom and strength
needed to maintain integrity.— Micah 3:8;
Romans 15:13; Ephesians 3:16.

as a slave, so as to avoid “grieving God’s
holy spirit.”—Ephesians 4:30; 1 Corinthi-
ans 9:27.

2D  Now, during the concluding years
Satan’s world system, is not the time to

1©  How comforting to know that Jehovah slow down—not as far as Kingdom preach-

remembers that we are dust! Never should
we reason, however, that this is a legiti-
mate excuse for slacking the hand or per-
haps even for doing wrong. Not at all!
That Jehovah remembers that we are dust
is an expression of his undeserved kind-
ness. But we do not want to be “ungodly
men, turning the undeserved kindness of
our God into an excuse for loose conduct
and proving false to our only Owner and
Lord, Jesus Christ.” (Jude 4) Being made
of dust is no excuse for being ungodly. A
Christian strives to combat wrong tenden-
cies, pummeling his body and leading it

19. For what is our being made of dust no ex-
cuse?

Rejoice in

ing is concerned and not as far as develop-
ing more fully the fruitage of God'’s spirit
is concerned. In both areas we have “plen-
ty to do.” Now is the time to push ahead be-
cause we know our “labor is not in vain.”
(1 Corinthians 15:58) Jehovah will sustain
us, for of him David said: “Never will he al-
low the righteous one to totter.” (Psalm 55:
22) What a joy to know that Jehovah is
permitting us personally to share in the
grandest work imperfect human creatures
have ever been assigned to do—and this de-
spite our being made of dust!

20. (a) In what two aspects do we have “plenty
to do in the work of the Lord”? (b) Why do we
have reason for optimism?

Jehovah!

“‘Always rejoice in the Lord. Once more | will say, Rejoice!”— priLippians a:4.

Men of dust, even genuine Chris-
tians, encounter situations that cause sor-
row—unemployment, ill health, the death
of loved ones, personality problems, or op-
position from unbelieving family members
or former friends. So how are we to un-
derstand Paul's admonition, “Always re-

OWADAYS, reasons for rejoicing
N may seem few and far between.

1. Why may we wonder what Paul meant when
he said that Christians should always rejoice?

joice”? In view of the unpleasant and
trying circumstances with which all of us
must contend, is this even possible? A dis-
cussion of the context of these words will
help clarify the matter.

Rejoice— Why and How?

of

2  “Always rejoice in the Lord. Once more

I will say, Rejoice!” This may remind us of

2, 3. What is the importance of joy, as illustrat-
ed in the cases of Jesus and the ancient Israel-
ites?
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the words directed to the Israelites some
24 centuries ago: “The joy of Jehovah is
your stronghold,” or according to the Mof-
fatt translation: “To rejoice in the Eternal
is your strength.” (Nehemiah 8:10) Joy pro-
vides strength and is like a stronghold into
which one can withdraw for comfort and
protection. Joy was instrumental in helping
even the perfect man Jesus to endure. “For
the joy that was set before him he endured
a torture stake, despising shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.” (Hebrews 12:2) Clearly, being able to
rejoice in the face of difficulties is vital for
salvation.

3Prior to entering the Promised Land,
the Israelites had been commanded: “You
must rejoice over all the good that Jehovah
your God has given you and your household,
you and the Levite and the alien resident
who is in your midst.” The consequences
of failing to serve Jehovah with rejoicing
would be severe. “All these maledictions will
certainly come upon you and pursue you
and overtake you until you have been anni-
hilated . . . due to the fact that you did
not serve Jehovah your God with rejoicing
and joy of heart for the abundance of every-
thing.”—Deuteronomy 26:11; 28:45-47.

41t is imperative, therefore, that the
anointed remnant of today and their “oth-
er sheep” companions rejoice! (John 10:16)
Paul, by repeating his counsel, “once more |
will say,” stressed the importance of rejoic-
ing over all the good that Jehovah has done
for us. Do we? Or do we get so caught up in
the everyday routine of life that we some-
times lose sight of our many reasons for re-
joicing? Do problems pile up so high that
they block our view of the Kingdom and its
blessings? Do we allow other things—dis-
obeying God’s laws, ignoring divine princi-

4. Why might we fail to rejoice?
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pies, or neglecting Christian duties—to rob
us of our joy?

5“Let your reasonableness become known
to all men. The Lord is near” (Philippians
4:5) An unreasonable person lacks balance.
He may fail to care for his health properly,
needlessly subjecting his body to undue ten-
sion or anxiety. Perhaps he has not learned
to accept his limitations and to live accord-
ingly. He may set his goals too high and
then try to reach them regardless of the
cost. Or he may use his limitations as an ex-
cuse for slowing down or slacking the hand.
Lacking balance and being unreasonable,
he finds it difficult to rejoice.

6Even if opposers view us as fanatics, fel-
low Christians should always be able to see
our reasonableness. And they will if we are
balanced and do not expect perfection ei-
ther from ourselves or from others. Above
all, we must refrain from imposing bur-
dens on others that go beyond what God’s
Word demands. The apostle Paul said: “Not
that we are the masters over your faith,
but we are fellow workers for your joy.”
(2 Corinthians 1:24) As a former Pharisee,
Paul well knew that rigid rules laid down
and imposed by those in authority stifle joy,
whereas helpful suggestions offered by fel-
low workers increase it. The fact that “the
Lord is near” should remind the reason-
able person that we are not ‘to judge the
house servant of another. To his own mas-
ter he stands or falls."—Romans 14:4.

7"“Do not be anxious over anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication along

5. Why does an unreasonable person find it dif-
ficult to rejoice?

6. (@) What should fellow Christians see in us,
and when only will this be the case? (b) How do
Paul's words at 2 Corinthians 1:24 and Romans
14:4 help us to be reasonable?

7. 8. Why must Christians expect to have prob-
lems, yet how is it possible for them to continue
rejoicing?



with thanksgiving let your petitions be made
known to God.” (Philippians 4:6) We are to-
day experiencing the “critical times hard
to deal with” of which Paul wrote. (2 Tim-
othy 3:1-5) So Christians must expect to
be faced with problems. Paul’'s words “al-
ways rejoice” do not rule out the possibility
that a loyal Christian may have occasional
bouts of despondency or discouragement.
In Paul’'s own case, he realistically admit-
ted: “We are pressed in every way, but
not cramped beyond movement; we are per-
plexed, but not absolutely with no way out;
we are persecuted, but not left in the lurch;
we are thrown down, but not destroyed.”
(2 Corinthians 4:8, 9) A Christian’s joy,
however, mitigates and eventually over-
rides temporary periods of anxiety and sor-
row. It imparts the necessary strength to
keep pushing ahead, never losing sight of
the many reasons for rejoicing.

8When problems arise, whatever their
nature, the joyful Christian humbly begs
for Jehovah’s help by means of prayer. He
does not give in to extreme anxiety. Af-
ter doing what he himself reasonably can
do to solve the problem, he leaves the out-
come in Jehovah’s hands in harmony with
the invitation: “Throw your burden upon
Jehovah himself, and he himself will sus-
tain you.” Meanwhile, the Christian contin-
ues to thank Jehovah for all His goodness.
—Psalm 55:22; see also Matthew 6:25-34.

9“The peace of God that excels all thought
willguardyour hearts and your mental pow-
ers by means of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians
4:7) A knowledge of Bible truth frees the
Christian’s mind of falsehood and helps him
develop healthy thinking patterns. (2 Tim-
othy 1:13) He is thus helped to avoid wrong

9. How does a knowledge of the truth impart
peace of mind, and what good effect does this
have upon a Christian?

or unwise behavior that could jeopardize
peaceful relations with others. Instead of
being frustrated by injustice and wicked-
ness, he places his trust in Jehovah to solve
mankind’s problems through the Kingdom.
Such peace of mind guards his heart, keeps
his motives pure, and guides his thinking
in the way of righteousness. Pure motives
and right thinking, in turn, provide count-
less reasons for rejoicing, despite problems
and pressures brought about by a chaotic
world.

10 “Finally, brothers, whatever things are
true, whatever things are of serious con-
cern, whatever things are righteous, what-
ever things are chaste, whatever things are
lovable, whatever things are well spoken
of, whatever virtue there is and whatever
praiseworthy thing there is, continue con-
sidering these things.” (Philippians 4:8) A
Christian finds no pleasure in speaking or
thinking about bad things. This automati-
cally eliminates much of the entertainment
the world supplies. No one can maintain
Christian joy if he fills his mind and heart
with lies, foolish jesting, and matters that
are unrighteous, immoral, without virtue,
hateful, and detestable. Plainly stated, no
one can find true joy by filling his mind and
heart with filth. In Satan’s corrupt world,
how upbuilding it is to know that Chris-
tians have so many good things to think
about and discuss!

Countless Reasons for Rejoicing
1LWhen speaking of reasons for rejoicing,
let us not forget our international brother-
hood. (1 Peter 2:17) While worldly national
and ethnic groups express intense hatred

10. True joy can be experienced only by speak-
ing or thinking about what?

11. (a) What should never be taken for granted,
and why not? (b) What effect did attendance at
an international convention have on a delegate
and his wife?
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Russian and German Witnesses rejoice to be
part of an international brotherhood

for one another, God’'s people draw clos-
er together in love. Their unity is especial-
ly in evidence at international conventions.
Of the one held in 1993 in Kiev, Ukraine,
a delegate from the United States wrote:
“The joyful tears, the beaming eyes, the
constant flow of familylike hugs, and the
greetings sent across the playing field by
groups waving colorful umbrellas and hand-
kerchiefs clearly spoke of theocratic unity.
Our hearts swell with pride in what Jeho-
vah has miraculously accomplished in the
worldwide brotherhood. This has touched
my wife and me deeply and has added new
dimensions to our faith.”

12 How faith strengthening it is for Chris-

12. How is Isaiah 60:22 being fulfilled before our
very eyes?

16 THE WATCHTOWER— SEPTEMBER 1, 1994

tians today to see Bi-
ble prophecies ful-
filled before their
very eyes! Consid-
er, for example, the
words of Isaiah 60:
22: “The little one
himself will become
a thousand, and the
small one a mighty
nation. | myself, Je-
hovah, shall speed it
up in its own time.”
At the Kingdom's
birth in 1914, only
5,100—a little one—
were actively preach-
ing. But during the
past five years, the
size of the worldwide brotherhood has been
increasing at the average rate of 5,628 new-
ly baptized Witnesses each week! In 1993,
a peak of 4,709,889 active ministers was
reached. Just imagine! This means that
“the little one” of 1914 is literally close to
becoming “a thousand”!

13  Since 1914 the Messianic King has gone

forth subduing in the midst of his ene-
mies. His rule has been supported by will-
ing human followers who contribute time,
strength, and money to carry on the world-
wide preaching work as well as an interna-
tional construction campaign. (Psalm 110:
2, 3) Jehovah’s Witnesses rejoice that mon-
etary contributions are being made to see
these activities through to completion, even
though money is scarcely ever mentioned
13. (a) What has been happening since 1914?

(b) How do Jehovah’'s Witnesses observe the
principle of Paul’s words at 2 Corinthians 9:7?



at their meetings.*

(Compare 1 Chron-

icles 29:9.) True

Christians do not

have to be prodded

into giving; they con-

sider it a privilege to

support their King to

the extent their cir-

cumstances permit,

each one “just as he

has resolved in his

heart, not grudging-

ly or under compul-

sion.”—2 Corinthi-

ans 9:7.

U The foretold res-

toration of true wor-

ship among God’s

people has resulted in the creation of a spir-
itual paradise. Since 1919 it has progres-
sively extended its borders. (Psalm 14:7;
Isaiah 52:9,10) The result? True Christians
experience “exultation and rejoicing.” (Isa-
iah 51:11) The resultant good fruitage is ev-
idence of what God’s holy spirit is capable
of accomplishing by means of imperfect hu-
mans. All credit and honor go to Jehovah,
but what greater privilege could there be
than to become God’s fellow worker? (1 Co-
rinthians 3:9) Jehovah is powerful enough

* At conventions and once a month in congre-
gations, a brief statement is read indicating the
amount of voluntary contributions received as well
as the expenses incurred. Occasionally letters are
sent out advising how such donations are being
used. Everyone is thus reminded of the financial sit-
uation of the worldwide work of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses.

14. What condition among God’s people has be-
come apparent since 1919, giving them what rea-
son for rejoicing?

Sharing the truth with others is a cause
for rejoicing

to cause the stones, if need be, to cry out the
message of truth. Nevertheless, he has seen
fit not to resort to this method but, rather,
to motivate willing creatures made of dust
to carry out his will.—Luke 19:40.

5B Full of awe, Jehovah’'s servants now

watch world events as these relate to out-
standing Bible prophecies. The nations are
trying hard—but in vain—to achieve a
stable peace. Events are forcing them to
call on the United Nations organization to
act in the world’s trouble spots. (Revelation
13:15-17) Meanwhile, God’s people are al-
ready looking ahead with great anticipation
to one of the most joyful events ever to take
place, one that is getting nearer by the day.
15. (a) What modern events do we follow with
interest? (b) To what event do we look forward
with rejoicing?
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“Let us rejoice and be overjoyed, and let us
give him the glory, because the marriage of
the Lamb has arrived and his wife has pre-
pared herself.”—Revelation 19:7.

Preaching— A Burden or a Joy?

16 “The things that you learned as well as
accepted and heard and saw in connection
with me, practice these; and the God ofpeace
will be with you.” (Philippians 4:9) By prac-
ticing what they have learned, Christians
can expect to receive God'’s blessing. One of
the most important things they have learned
is the necessity of preaching the good news
to others. Indeed, who could enjoy peace of
mind or be joyful if he withheld informa-
tion from honesthearted persons whose very
lives depend upon hearing it?—Ezekiel 3:
17-21; 1 Corinthians 9:16; 1 Timothy 4:16.

I7YWhat ajoy it is to find sheeplike persons
willing to learn about Jehovah! Indeed, those
serving with the right motive will always
find Kingdom service to be a source of joy.
This is because the main reason for being a
Witness of Jehovah is to praise His name
and to uphold His position as Sovereign Rul-

16. lllustrate how failing to practice what he has
learned could rob a Christian of his joy.

17. Why should our preaching activity always be
a source of joy?

How Would You Answer?

O Why, according to Nehemiah 8:10,
should we rejoice?

0O How do Deuteronomy 26:11 and
28:45-47 show the importance of
rejoicing?

O How can Philippians 4:4-9 help us
always to rejoice?

O What reason does the 1994 year-
text give us to rejoice?

18 THE WATCHTOWER- SEPTEMBER 1, 1994

er. (1 Chronicles 16:31) The person who rec-
ognizes this fact will rejoice even when peo-
ple unwisely reject the good news he brings.
He knows that preaching to unbelievers will
one day come to an end; praising Jehovah's
name will go on forever.

BTrue religion motivates those who prac-
tice it to do the things required by Jehovah,
not because they have to, but because they
want to. (Psalm 40:8; John 4:34) Many peo-
ple find this difficult to understand. A lady
once told a Witness calling on her: “You
know, | must give you credit. | would cer-
tainly never go from house to house preach-
ing about my religion as you are doing.”
With a smile the Witness replied: “l can
understand how you feel. Before | became
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, you could not
have made me go to other people to talk
about religion. But now | want to.” The lady
thought for a moment and then concluded:
“Obviously your religion has something to
offer that mine does not. Perhaps | should
investigate.”

©The 1994 yeartext, prominently dis-
played in our Kingdom Halls, regularly re-
minds us: “Trust in Jehovah with all your
heart.” (Proverbs 3:5) Could there be a
greater reason for rejoicing than being able
to put our trust in Jehovah, our stronghold
in whom we take refuge? Psalm 64:10 ex-
plains: “The righteous one will rejoice in Je-
hovah and will indeed take refuge in him.”
This is no time to waver or give up. Each
passing month brings us closer to the reali-
ty of what servants of Jehovah have yearned
to see since the days of Abel. Now is the time
to trust in Jehovah with all our heart, know-
ing that never before have we had so many
reasons to rejoice!

18. What motivates a Christian to do Jehovah'’s
will?

19. Why is it now the time to rejoice as never
before?



Beware dff Boasting

boasting as a virtue.

H Showing off one’s
strengths, skills, and accomplishments
has become fashionable. Some believe that
boasting is necessary to achievement. Oth-
ers feel that it raises one’s self-esteem. Ob-
serves Time magazine: “The ideal of mod-
esty, though hardly dead, has begun to
seem almost quaint.” Writer Jody Gay-
lin comments: “Unfortunately, unabashed
boasting ... is the latest fashion. Conver-
sation with a friend or acquaintance has a
new accompaniment: horn-tooting.”

Role models have set the standard. You
may have heard the words of a former box-
ing champion: “It ain't no accident that
I'm the greatest man in the world at this
time in history.” The statement of a mem-
ber of the music group the Beatles is also
well-known: “We’'re more popular than Je-

sus Christ now.” While some

viewed such comments as having

been said innocently, others saw
those who uttered them as role models of
self-promotion worthy to be followed.

The prevalence of boasting raises the
guestion: Is it healthy to brag of one’s own
assets and abilities? It is natural, of course,
to take pride in one’s accomplishments and
even to share these with close friends and
relatives. But what of those who live by the
saying, “If you've got it, flaunt it”? Fur-
ther, what of those who, while not open-
ly boasting, subtly make sure that oth-
ers come to know of their strengths and
achievements? Is such self-advertising
healthy, even necessary, as some claim?

Effect on Relationships
Consider the effect that others’ boasting
has on you. For example, how do you re-

spond to the following statements?
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“The books | haven't written are better
than the books other people have.”—Well-
known author.

“Had | been present at the creation, |
would have given some useful hints for the
better ordering of the universe.”—Medi-
eval king.

“There cannot be a God because, if there
were one, | would not believe that | was not
He.”— 19th-century philosopher.

Are you drawn to these individuals by
their comments? Do you think you would
enjoy their company? Likely not. As a
rule, boasting—in earnest or even in jest—
causes others to feel tense, annoyed, per-
haps envious. This is the effect it had on
the psalmist Asaph, who confessed: “I be-
came envious of the boasters.” (Psalm
73:3) Surely, none of us want to be the
cause of bad feelings in our friends and
associates! First Corinthians 13:4 states:
“Love . . . does not brag.” Godly love and
sensitivity to others’ feelings will move
us to refrain from flaunting our supposed
skills and assets.

When a person controls himself and
speaks modestly, he makes others around
him feel comfortable and good about them-
selves. This is a priceless ability. Perhaps

In Our Next Issue

Why Be Forgiving?

Take as a Pattern
the Prophets of God

Do Not Let Loneliness
Blight Your Life
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British statesman Lord Chesterfield had
this in mind when he advised his son: “Be
wiser than other people if you can; but do
not tell them so.”

People do not have the same gifts. What
comes with relative ease to one person is
simply not another’s strength. Love will
move a person to deal sympathetically with
those who are not gifted in areas where he
has abilities. Likely, the other individual
has gifts in other fields. The apostle Paul
told us: “Through the undeserved kindness
given to me | tell everyone there among
you not to think more of himself than it
is necessary to think; but to think so as
to have a sound mind, each one as God
has distributed to him a measure of faith.”
—Romans 12:3.

Boasting Stems From Weakness

While some may withdraw from brag-
garts, feeling inferior in their presence,
others react differently. They conclude
that boasters are insecure. Writer Frank
Trippett explains why the person who
blows his own horn may, ironically, lower
his esteem in the eyes of others: “Every-
body knows at heart that boasting usually
signals some pathetic private weaknesses.”
Since many see right through the boaster’s
mask, is it not wiser to refrain from windy
self-praise?

“But It's True!”

This is how some try to justify self-
glorification. They feel that since they tru-
ly are gifted in certain respects, to pretend
otherwise would be hypocritical.

But is their boasting true? Self-
estimation tends to be subjective. What
we perceive as an outstanding strength in
ourselves may appear ordinary to others.



The fact that a person feels compelled to
show off his ability could even suggest that
he is not so strong after all—not strong
enough to stand on his own without adver-
tisement. The Bible acknowledges the hu-
man tendency toward self-deception when
it admonishes: “Let him that thinks he
is standing beware that he does not fall.”
—1 Corinthians 10:12.

Even if a person is unusually talent-
ed in a particular area, does this justi-
fy bragging? No, because bragging glori-
fies humans, whereas any talents we have
come from God. He should receive the glo-
ry. Why should we receive credit for some-
thing we were born with? (1 Corinthians
4:7) Besides, just as we have strengths,
we also have weaknesses. Does honesty re-
quire that we attract attention to our faults
and flaws? Few boasters seem to think so.
King Herod Agrippa | may have been a
truly gifted speaker. Yet his lack of mod-
esty led to a very unpleasant death. That
ugly incident reflects how distasteful con-
ceit is to God, as it is also to many humans.
—Acts 12:21-23.

Talents and strengths generally become
known without undue self-advertisement.
When others recognize and commend one’s
qualities or accomplishments, it reflects
more graciously on the receiver. Proverbs
27:2 wisely says: “May a stranger, and not
your own mouth, praise you; may a for-
eigner, and not your own lips, do so.”

Needed for Accomplishment?
Some feel that confident self-promotion
is necessary for achievement in today’s
competitive society. They worry that if
they do not speak up and advertise their
strengths, they will go unnoticed, unap-
preciated. Representative of their concern

is this comment from Vogue magazine:
“Where once we were taught that modesty
is a virtue, now we're learning that reti-
cence can be a handicap.”

For those who wish to make progress by
this world’s standards, the concern may be
a valid one. But the Christian’s situation is
different. He knows that God cares for and
chooses to use the abilities of those who
are humble, not haughty. Therefore, the
Christian has no need to resort to egotisti-
cal tactics. True, an overconfident individ-
ual may gain temporary prestige by being
forceful or manipulative. Yet in time he is
exposed and humbled, even humiliated. It
is as Jesus Christ stated: “Whoever exalts
himself will be humbled, and whoever hum-
bles himself will be exalted.”—Matthew 23:
12; Proverbs 8:13; Luke 9:48.

Advantages of Modesty

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote: “Every
man | meet is my superior in some way. In
that, | learn of him.” His comment is in
agreement with the apostle Paul’s divine-
ly inspired exhortation that Christians do
“nothing out of contentiousness or out of
egotism, but with lowliness of mind consid-
ering that the others are superior.” (Philip-
pians 2:3) This modest viewpoint puts one
in a position to learn from others.

So watch that your strength does not
become your weakness. Do not detract
from your abilities and accomplishments
by boasting. Add to your virtues the qual-
ity of modesty. This is what truly raises
one’s esteem in the eyes of others. It helps
one to enjoy better relationships with fel-
low humans and brings the approval of
Jehovah God.—Micah 6:8; 2 Corinthians
10:18.
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AS to1d by W illie Davis

In 1934 the Great Depression was gripping the world, and the United
States was in the throes of economic turmoil. Outside the Prospect Relief
Station in Cleveland, Ohio, there was a struggle between a policeman and

an avowed Communist. The policeman shot and killed the Communist
and a bystander, my grandmother, Vinnie Williams.

HE Communists tried to turn these
deaths into a racial incident, since

I my grandmother was black and the
policeman was white. They distribut-
ed newsletters with titles such as “Racist
Cleveland Police” and “Avenge These Kill-
ings.” The Communists arranged and cared
for my grandmother’s funeral. | have a pic-
ture of the pallbearers—all of them white
and all party members. Each has a clenched
fist held high in the manner that was later
adopted as the Black Power symbol.

When my grandmother died, her daugh-
ter was carrying me in her womb, and four
months later | was born. | grew up with a
speech impediment. | could not speak with-
out stuttering, so my early schooling in-
cluded speech therapy.

My parents separated when | was five,
and my sister and | were reared by our
mother. When | was ten, | began to deliver
groceries after school to help with family
expenses. Two years later | began working
both before and after school, becoming the
family's main wage earner. When Mother
was hospitalized and needed a series of op-
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erations, | quit school and started working
full-time.

Introduction to a Brotherhood

In 1944 one of Jehovah’'s Witnesses left
the book “The Truth Shall Make You Free”
with my cousin’s wife, and | got involved
in the Bible study that was started with
her. That same year | began attending the
Theocratic Ministry School in the Eastside
Congregation. The school instructor, Albert
Cradock, had the same speech problem that
I had, but he had learned to control it. What
an encouragement he was to me!

Our neighborhood was largely Italian,
Polish, Hungarian, and Jewish, and the
congregation was made up of people from
these and other ethnic groups. My cousin’s
wife and | were among the first African
Americans to associate with this otherwise
white congregation, but the Witnesses nev-
er showed racial bias toward us. In fact,
they regularly had me as a guest in their
homes for meals.

In 1956, | moved to the southern part of
the United States to serve where the need
for ministers was greater. When | returned



north one summer for the district conven-
tion, many of the brothers in Cleveland
looked me up and expressed warm inter-
est in my activities. Their concern taught
me a vital lesson: Always keep “an eye,
not in personal interest upon just your own
matters, but also in personal interest upon
those of the others.”—Philippians 2:4.

Expanded Full-Time Ministry

After serving three years in the full-time
preaching work as a pioneer, in Novem-
ber 1959,1was invited to work at Brooklyn
Bethel, the world headquarters of Jehovah's
Witnesses in New York. | was assigned
to the Shipping Department. My depart-
ment overseer, Klaus Jensen, and my room-
mate, William Hannan, both of them white,
became spiritual fathers to me. Each had
served nearly 40 years at Bethel by the time
| arrived.

In the early 1960’s, there were about 600
members of the Bethel family, and about
20 were African Americans. By then, the
United States had begun to seethe with ra-
cial strife, and race relations were strained.
Nevertheless, the Bible teaches that “God
is not partial,” and neither should we be.
(Acts 10:34, 35) The spiritual discussions

we had at the Bethel table each morning
served to strengthen our determination to
accept God'’s view on such matters.—Psalm
19:7.

While serving at Brooklyn Bethel I met
Lois Ruffin, a pioneer from Richmond, Vir-
ginia, and we were married in 1964. Our
determination was to remain in the full-
time ministry, so after our wedding we re-
turned to the southern part of the United
States. First we served as special pioneers,
and then in 1965, | was invited to take up
the circuit work. For the next ten years, we
visited congregations in the states of Ken-
tucky, Texas, Louisiana, Alabama, Georgia,
North Carolina, and Mississippi.

A Test for Our Brotherhood

Those were years of great change. Before
our moving to the South, the races had been
segregated. Blacks were forbidden by law
to go to the same schools, eat at the same
restaurants, sleep in the same hotels, shop
at the same stores, or even drink from the
same drinking fountains as whites. But in
1964 the United States Congress passed the
Civil Rights Act that banned discrimina-
tion in public places, including transporta-
tion. So there was no longer any legal basis

for racial segregation.
Therefore the question was,
Would our brothers and sisters in
all-black and all-white congrega-
tions integrate and show love and
affection for one another or would
pressure from the community and
deep-seated feelings from the past
cause them to resist integration? It
was a challenge to heed the Scrip-
tural command: “In brotherly love
have tender affection for one an-
other. In showing honor to one
another take the lead.”—Romans

12:10.
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For as long as anyone could remember,
the prevailing view, particularly in the
South, had been that blacks were inferi-
or. This view had been deeply ingrained in
people’s minds by practically every facet of
society, including the churches. So it was
not easy for some whites to view blacks as
equals. Indeed, that was a time of testing
for our brotherhood—for both blacks and
whites.

Happily, on the whole, there was a won-
derful response to the integration of our
congregations. Centuries of carefully indoc-
trinated views of racial superiority were
not quickly erased. Yet when integration
was begun, it was received very well by our
brothers, most of whom rejoiced to be able
to meet together.

Interestingly, even non-Witnesses often
went along with the integration of our con-
gregations. For example, in Lanett, Ala-
bama, neighbors near the Kingdom Hall
were asked if they objected to blacks com-
ing to the meetings. An elderly white lady
shook a black brother’s hand, saying: “You
come here to our neighborhood and worship
your God as you like!”

Faithful Brothers in Ethiopia

In 1974 we were delighted to receive five
and a half months of missionary training at
the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead in
New York City. We were assigned then to
the African country of Ethiopia. Haile Se-
lassie, the emperor, had just been deposed
and placed under house arrest. Since our
preaching work was under ban, we appreci-
ated the warm closeness of our Christian
brotherhood.

We lived and served with many of those
who later were imprisoned because of their
adherence to true worship. Some of our
dear friends were even executed. Adera
Teshome was my fellow elder in a congre-
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gation in Ethiopia’s capital, Addis Ababa.*
After three years in prison, he was execut-
ed. Naturally, his wife was deeply saddened.
What a pleasure years later to see her radi-
ating joy as she serves as a pioneer!

Worku Abebe, another faithful brother,
was sentenced to death eight times.* But
he was never intimidated! When | last saw
him, he showed me his ears that prison
guards had smashed with rifle butts. He
jokingly said that he had rifle butts for
breakfast, lunch, and supper. Though he
has since died, he is still lovingly remem-
bered by the brothers.

Hailu Yemiru is another brother | remem-
ber fondly.* He showed exemplary love for
his wife. She was arrested, but since she
was pregnant and would soon give birth,
Hailu asked the prison authorities if he
could take her place in jail. Later, when he
would not compromise his faith, he was ex-
ecuted.—John 15:12, 13; Ephesians 5:28.

Because of the deteriorating political sit-
uation in Ethiopia, we moved to Kenya
in 1976. For seven years we served in the
traveling work, visiting brothers in many
countries of East Africa—including Kenya,
Ethiopia, Sudan, the Seychelles, Uganda,

*The pictures of Adera Teshome and Hailu Ye-
miru appear on page 177 of the 1992 Yearbook
of Jehovah's Witnesses; the experience of Worku
Abebe is told on pages 178-81.

Tutsi and Hutu Witnesses work
together in peace



With mywife, Lois

and Tanzania. | also traveled to Burundi
and Rwanda on several occasions as part of
a delegation to talk with officials regarding
legal registration of our work in those coun-
tries.

It was a pleasure to return to Ethiopia
in January 1992 to attend the first district
convention held there after the removal of
the ban on our work. Many of the more than
7,000 present did not know one another,
since the brothers previously had met only
in small groups. Each day of the conven-
tion, most were present two hours before
the program began and remained late into
the evening, enjoying our loving brother-
hood.

Tribalism Defeated

For centuries tribalism has been rampant
in Africa. In Burundi and Rwanda, for ex-
ample, the major ethnic groups, the Hutu
and the Tutsi, have long hated each other.
Since these countries gained independence
from Belgium in 1962, members of the two
ethnic groups have periodically slaughtered
one another by the thousands. What a de-
light, therefore, to see members of these
ethnic groups who have become Jehovah's
Witnesses work together in peace! The gen-
uine love they show for one another has

encouraged many others to listen to Bible
truths.

Similarly, ethnic groups in Kenya have
had their differences. What a contrast there
is within the Christian brotherhood of Je-
hovah's people in Kenya! You can see peo-
ple of different ethnic groups unitedly wor-
shiping at the Kingdom Halls. It has been
my pleasure to see many of these put away
their tribal hatreds and show genuine love
for their brothers and sisters of other eth-
nic groups.

Happy for Our Brotherhood

As | look back over 50 years of associa-
tion with God’s organization, gratitude to
Jehovah and his Son, Jesus Christ, fills my
heart. It has truly been amazing to observe
what they have brought about on earth!
No, conditions have not always been per-
fect among God’'s people, nor are they to-
day. But it cannot be expected that hun-
dreds of years of racist teachings by Satan’s
world can be erased overnight. After all, we
are still imperfect.—Psalm 51.5.

As | compare Jehovah's organization
with the world, my heart swells in appre-
ciation for our genuine, worldwide brother-
hood. 1 still remember with fondness those
brothers in Cleveland, all white, who nur-
tured me in the truth. And as | saw our
brothers in the southern United States,
both whites and blacks, replace their feel-
ings of bias with heartfelt brotherly love,
my heart rejoiced. Then, going to Africa
and seeing firsthand how Jehovah’'s Word
can erase tribal hatreds has made me ap-
preciate even more our worldwide brother-
hood.

Indeed, King David of old expressed it
well when he said: “Look! How good and
how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell to-
gether in unity!”—Psalm 133:1.
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KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

"Oppose the Devil, and He Will Flee From You"

IN THE first century, a group of "magical arts"
devotees in Ephesus responded to the Christian
message by publicly burning their books of mag-
ic. (Acts 19:19) The calculated cost of these books
was 50,000 pieces of silver. If the Bible account
refers to the denarius, a Roman silver coin, it
would have amounted to at least $37,000!

Today there are many who at one time owned lit-
erature dealing with the occult but who displayed
a determination similar to that of the ancient
Ephesians. Consider the following experience from
Canada.

About five years ago, one of Jehovah's Witness-
es was preaching from house to house when at one
door a woman named Nora literally pulled her
into the house. Over many long years of spiritual
search, Nora had collected hundreds of religious
and spiritistic books, but she wanted to know what
the Bible had to say about the hope for the dead.
The Witness offered her the tract What Hope for
Dead Loved Ones? Nora's questions were an-
swered, and she accepted subscriptions for the
Wafchfower and Awake! magazines.
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Later she moved away and lost contact with
Jehovah's Witnesses. However, she continued to
receive the magazines in the mail at her new ad-
dress. She also ordered some of the Bible-based
publications mentioned in the magazines. After
some time, one of Jehovah's Witnesses came to
her door. Impressed that the Witness went direct-
ly to the Bible when answering questions, Nora
welcomed her and invited her to come back for
further discussions.

The Witness, however, found it difficult to con-
tact Nora again. Repeated visits were made at
different times of the day and at different times of
the week without success. In time, though, her per-
sistence paid off, and she reaped good results. A
regular Bible study was started, which at Nora's
insistence often was held three times a week. The
things she was learning motivated her to talk to
friends and family members, resulting in three of
them requesting Bible studies with Jehovah's W it-
nesses.

Through her study Nora came to appreciate that
there are many false religions and false prophets
but only one road leading to life. For many years
she had been looking for answers to her questions
in false religions, but after learning what the Bible
has to say about demons, she acted like the ancient
Ephesians mentioned at Acts 19:19. She cleaned
out her library and, over the course of several
days, destroyed more than a thousand books deal-
ing with the occult and false religious teachings.
Among the publications destroyed, one set of four
books was worth more than $800!

Evidently displeased with Nora's actions, the
demons harassed her for about two weeks. How-
ever, these wicked spirits were not able to dissuade
her from continuing her Bible study and her asso-
ciation with Jehovah's modern-day organization.

Such experiences well illustrate the truth of the
Bible's words: "Subject yourselves, therefore, to
God; but oppose the Devil, and he will flee from
you."— James 4:7.



Do Restricti

S

Discourage You?

ESTRICTIONS! No one really likes
Rthem; yet all of us have to put up

with them to some extent. Are you,
though, sometimes discouraged because
your life seems to be too limited? Perhaps
you would feel better if you changed your
point of view. Instead of fretting about
what you cannot do, why not take the full-
est advantage of whatever freedoms you do
enjoy?

For example, many who are economical-
ly poor wish they were wealthy. However,
while poverty limits what we can do in
this system of things, the important things
in life are available to all. Poor people
as well as rich fall in love, get married,
raise children, enjoy good friendships, and
so forth. More important, poor people as
well as rich know Jehovah and look forward
to the promised new world. Poor people
as well as rich progress in Christian wis-
dom and knowledge, which are better than
riches. (Proverbs 2:1-9; Ecclesiastes 7:12)
All—rich and poor—can make an excellent
name for themselves with Jehovah. (Eccle-
siastes 7:1) In Paul’s day the Christian con-
gregation was largely made up of people of
lowly station—some of them slaves—who
made wise use of whatever freedom their
circumstances permitted.—1 Corinthians
1:26-29.

Scriptural Headship
In a Christian marriage, the wife is sub-
ject to her husband—an arrangement de-

signed to benefit the whole family. (Ephe-
sians 5:22-24) Should a wife feel demeaned
because of this? By no means. Husband
and wife are a team. The man’s headship,
when handled in a Christlike manner, puts
relatively few restrictions on his wife and
leaves her many opportunities to realize
her potential. (Ephesians 5:25, 31) The “ca-
pable wife” of Proverbs chapter 31 was oc-
cupied with many interesting and chal-
lenging undertakings. Clearly, subjection
to her husband was not frustrating for her.
—Proverbs 31:10-29.

Similarly, there is no provision for a
woman to take the lead over qualified men
in the Christian congregation. (1 Corin-
thians 14:34; 1 Timothy 2:11, 12) Should
Christian women chafe under that restric-
tion? No. Most are grateful to see that as-
pect of Christian service cared for in a
theocratic manner. They are happy to ben-
efit from the shepherding and teaching of
appointed elders and concern themselves
with the vital work of preaching and mak-
ing disciples. (Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20)
Christian women accomplish much in this
field, and this brings them honor in the
sight of Jehovah God.—Psalm 68:11; Prov-
erbs 3:35.

Restrictions on the Young
The young also at times complain that
their life is too restricted, often because
they are under the authority of their par-
ents. Yet this too is Scriptural. (Ephesians
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Do you feel that your parents
fence you in?

6:1) Instead of being irritated by restric-
tions their parents impose on them, wise
young Christians focus on enjoying the
freedoms they do have—including, usual-
ly, freedom from weighty responsibilities.
Thus they can take advantage of their
youthful strength and circumstances to
prepare themselves for adult life.

A former circuit overseer in Brazil well
remembers a 12-year-old boy in a small iso-
lated group who was restricted in what he
could do. The one in charge of the records
was busy in secular work and could not give
much attention to the group, but he ar-
ranged for this young man to help him. He
learned where all the forms were and was
always around to give a hand. His inter-
est was encouraging, and he was a faithful
companion in the field service. That young
man is now an appointed elder.

There are many situations that may lim-
it a person’s freedom. Some are restricted
by sickness. Some live in divided house-
holds and find their freedom limited by
the demands of an unbelieving mate. While
those living with restrictions may wish
things were different, they can still live
satisfying lives. This magazine has car-
ried many accounts of such individuals who
have been most encouraging to others be-
cause they rely on Jehovah and make the
most of their circumstances.

Speaking of a common situation in his
own day, the apostle Paul said: “Were you
called when a slave? Do not let it worry
you; but if you can also become free, rath-
er seize the opportunity.” (1 Corinthians
7:21) What a balanced view! Some situa-
tions change. Young people grow up. Op-
posed mates sometimes accept the truth.
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Economic situations have been known to
improve. Sick people may get better. In oth-
er cases, things may not change until Je-
hovah’'s new world is here. Nevertheless,
what is to be gained from fretting because
one cannot do what others can?

Have you ever watched birds soaring in
the sky above the earth and admired the
beauty and freedom of their movements?
Perhaps you wished that you could fly like
that. Well, you cannot and you never will
be able to fly as the birds do! But likely you
do not complain. Rather, you rejoice in your
God-given abilities. You manage very well
walking around on the surface of the earth.
Similarly, whatever our situation in life, if
we concentrate on what we do rather
than fret about what we cannot do, life will
be satisfying, and we will find joy in Jeho-
vah's service.—Psalm 126:5, 6.



Appreciate v om Sacred Service

O ACHIEVE any worthwhile goal, we

must be prepared to pay a price. To

become a doctor takes years of study
and determination, as well as money. A
successful gymnast has spent most of his
youth working on progressively more dif-
ficult routines in arelentless pursuit of per-
fection. A skilled pianist can similarly look
back on years of dedicated practice.

There is, however, one goal that brings
returns far in excess of any price that has
to be paid. What is that? It is the privilege
of being a servant of the Most High, Jeho-
vah God. Whatever sacrifices we make in
the way of time, money, or energy, the priv-
ilege of rendering sacred service to our Cre-
ator brings rewards beyond compare. The
words of the apostle Paul are true: “God-
ly devotion is beneficial for all things, as
it holds promise of the life now and that
which is to come.” (1 Timothy 4:8) Let us
see how that is true.

When We First Learn About God

Most who respond favorably to the good
news and begin to study the Bible like-
ly do not realize the extent of the chang-
es that will result in their lives. First, the
new Bible student may lose some friends
who cannot understand why he no longer
goes along with them in pursuits he now
recognizes to be God-dishonoring. (1 Peter
4:4) Some may experience family opposi-
tion and may be hurt to see those they love
manifest a dislike, even a hatred, for Jeho-
vah. (Matthew 10:36) That can be a difficult
price to pay.

At work or at school, there will also be a
price to pay. The new Bible student will in
time stop sharing in worldly parties and

other celebrations. He will no longer lis-
ten to the unclean talk of his workmates or
schoolmates, nor will he swap obscene jokes
with them. Rather, he will try to put into
practice the admonition found at Ephe-
sians 5:3, 4: “Let fornication and unclean-
ness of every sort or greediness not even
be mentioned among you, just as it befits
holy people; neither shameful conduct nor
foolish talking nor obscene jesting, things
which are not becoming, but rather the giv-
ing of thanks.”

Such changes may make the Bible stu-
dent an outsider. That can be difficult, par-
ticularly for a youth still in school. Having
one holiday after another to contend with,
as well as anti-God teachings, such as evo-
lution, and constant pressure to go along
with the crowd, young Christians must put
up a constant fight for the faith. Following
God’'s ways will make them different and
may result in ridicule from classmates and
teachers. This is particularly difficult to ac-
cept during the sensitive teen years, but
God's approval is worth that price.

Are They Really Sacrifices?

Other things that at first appear to be
sacrifices turn out to be blessings. Some
have to give up the tobacco habit. (2 Co-
rinthians 7:1) This can be a struggle, but
what a blessing when that obnoxious vice
is finally overcome! The same can be said
about overcoming addiction to other drugs
or to alcohol. How much better life is with-
out such destructive habits! Others have to
get their marital affairs straightened out.
Those living together without the benefit of
marriage must either marry or cease living
together. (Hebrews 13:4) Those living with
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anumber of wives must retain only the wife
of their youth. (Proverbs 5:18) Such ad-
justments involve sacrifice, but they bring
peace to the home.

Think of the Rewards

Indeed, anyone who obeys Jehovah's laws
truly benefits. For the first time in his life,
the Bible student starts to address his Cre-
ator by His name, Jehovah. (Psalm 83:18)
The student comes to love Jehovah as he
learns about the wonderful things He has
done and will yet do for mankind. In coun-
tries where fear of the dead is common, he
loses this superstitious fear, knowing that
the dead are asleep, awaiting a resurrec-
tion. (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10) And what a re-
lief to realize that Jehovah does not torture
people forever in hell! Yes, the truth really
does set him free.—John 8:32.

As the student conforms his life more
and more to Jehovah’s standards, he
gains a clean conscience and self-respect.
Learning to live as a true Christian helps
him to care better for his family, which
brings great contentment and joy. Then
there is the attending of meetings at the
Kingdom Hall. What a delightful experi-
ence! Here are people who really practice
the warm love that the Bible says should
identify God’s people. (Psalm 133:1; John
13:35) Their speech is clean and upbuild-
ing as they speak “the magnificent things
of God.” (Acts 2:11) Yes, coming into con-
tact with “the whole association of broth-
ers” is a source of happiness. (1 Peter 2:17)
Such fine fellowship helps the Bible student
to “put on the new personality which was
created according to God’s will in true righ-
teousness and loyalty.”—Ephesians 4:24.

The Step of Dedication
As an individual progresses in knowl-
edge, he is eventually motivated by love for
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Jehovah to dedicate his life to him and sym-
bolize this dedication by water baptism.
(Matthew 28:19, 20) Jesus’ counsel is that
before taking this step, his disciples count
the cost. (Luke 14:28) Remember, a ded-
icated Christian puts Jehovah’s will first
and turns his back on the things of the
flesh. He works hard to give up “the works
of the flesh” and cultivate “the fruitage of
the spirit.” (Galatians 5:19-24) The counsel
found at Romans 12:2 now plays a fuller
role in his life: “Quit being fashioned after
this system of things, but be transformed
by making your mind over, that you may
prove to yourselves the good and acceptable
and perfect will of God.” Thus, a dedicated
Christian lives his life with a renewed sense
of purpose.

Consider, though, what he receives. For
one thing, he is now in a personal relation-
ship with the Creator of the universe. He
is declared righteous with a view to being
a friend of God! (James 2:23) With much
deeper meaning, he addresses God as “our
Father in the heavens.” (Matthew 6:9) An-
other blessing for the newly dedicated one
is knowing that life really does have a pur-
pose and that he is living his life in harmo-
ny with that purpose. (Ecclesiastes 12:13)
Following the lead of Jesus, he can prove
the Devil a liar by remaining faithful. What
joy that brings to Jehovah’s heart!—Prov-
erbs 27:11.

Of course, as a Christian endures in the
path of faithfulness, there are further sac-
rifices to be made. It takes time to en-
gage in meaningful personal and congre-
gation study of God’s Word. (Psalm 1:1-3;
Hebrews 10:25) Time for the field ministry
has to be bought out from other activities.
(Ephesians 5:16) Time and effort are also
required to attend meetings of Jehovah’s
Witnesses and to travel to their assem-



blies and conventions. It may call for self-
sacrifice to share in financing the Kingdom
Hall and the worldwide preaching work.
However, as millions of Christians can tes-
tify, wholeheartedly participating in such
things brings happiness. Jesus said: “There
is more happiness in giving than there is
in receiving.”—Acts 20:35.

The rewards of supporting Jehovah’s
work come to far outweigh the costs. As
we grow in maturity, our ministry becomes
more fruitful and joyous. Indeed, nothing
can bring as much satisfaction as teaching
someone else Bible truth and seeing that
one take up the worship of Jehovah. And if
the new worshiper is a family member, per-
haps a child that has been trained “in the
discipline and mental-regulating of Jeho-
vah,” that brings a special joy. (Ephesians
6:4) We see God’s rich blessings on our ef-
forts to be his “fellow workers.”—1 Corin-
thians 3:9.

Other Rewards for Faithful Service

True, we will have problems as long as
this system of things lasts. Likely, the
problems will become more severe as the
Devil's time grows shorter. We may have
to suffer persecution or endure temptation.
But the knowledge that God is with us
comforts us and gives us the strength to
endure. (1 Corinthians 10:13; 2 Timothy
3:12) Some fellow Christians have endured
years of harsh treatment, but they perse-
vere because of their love for God. Those
who successfully endure trials of various
kinds feel as the apostles did when they
were flogged and then released. Acts 5:41
relates: “These, therefore, went their way
from before the Sanhedrin, rejoicing be-
cause they had been counted worthy to be
dishonored in behalf of his name.”

The reward for endurance far outweighs

the cost even now. But remember, godly de-
votion “holds promise” not only of “the life
now” but also of “that which is to come.”
(1 Timothy 4:8) How rich the prospects
of one who endures! If you are faithful,
you will survive the great tribulation that
marks the end of this system of things.
Or if you die ahead of that epoch-making
event, you will be resurrected into the new
world that will follow. (Daniel 12:1; John
11:23-25) Think of the feeling of exulta-
tion you will then have when you are able
to say: “With Jehovah's help, I made it!”
How thrilling to inherit a share in that
earth, which “will certainly be filled with
the knowledge of Jehovah as the waters are
covering the very sea.”—Isaiah 11:9.

Yes, it costs something to serve God. But
compared with the rewards, the cost is min-
imal. (Philippians 3:7, 8) In view of all that
God does for his servants now and will do in
the future, we echo the words of the psalm-
ist: “What shall I repay to Jehovah for all
his benefits to me?”—Psalm 116:12.
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