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Do You Value the Bible?

UST over 200 years ago, Mary Jones was
born in Llanfihangel, a remote Welsh
village not far from the Atlantic coast-

line. Her parents were poor weavers—too

poor to own a Bible. But they instilled in
their daughter a love for God by telling her

From the book The Story of Mary Jones and Her Bible

Bible stories and repeating texts they re-
membered. Mary often read a neighbor’s
Welsh Bible and started to save what little
money she could, determined to buy one of
her own.

In the year 1800, when Mary was 16, she
heard that a few Welsh Bibles were for sale
25 miles away in the small town of Bala.

Undaunted, she resolved to walk there.
This she did, barefoot across the hills. By
the time she arrived, however, all copies
had been sold. Mary also learned that the
sum of money she had saved was far too
small.

The local pastor was deeply moved by
Mary’'s knowledge and love of the Bible.
Seeing her tears of disappointment after all
the effort she had made, he kindly gave her
his own personal copy, saying: “Read it
carefully, study it diligently, treasure up
the sacred words in your memory, and act
up to its teachings.”

This story was later related at a meeting
of the Committee of the Religious Tract
Society of London. There the decision was
made to supply Bible translations not just
to the people of Wales but to the whole
world. From this simple beginning sprang
the first of the many Bible societies of the
19th century. Thereafter, foreign-language
copies of the Bible began to appear with
increasing frequency.

Today, the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society, incorporated in 1884, prints Bibles
and Bible study aids in over 200 languages.
Worldwide, it has distributed 72 million
copies of the modern-language New World
Translation of the Holy Scriptures. Trans-
lated from the original Hebrew and Greek,
the New World Translation is now available
in whole or in part in 18 languages and is
presently being translated into 12 addition-
al tongues.

With the Bible now accessible to nearly
everyone, how do you view it? Do you value
the Bible? Do you have a copy that you trea-
sure and read?
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The Bible—A Book to Be Read

one is talking about the Bible. It is by

far the most widely circulated book in
all history. The Bible is the oldest, most
translated, most quoted, most influential,
and most respected book. Probably it is also
the most controversial. And certainly it is
the book that has survived the most bans,
burnings, and violent opposition. Unhappi-
ly, though, there is one superlative that can
no longer be applied to the Bible. It is un-
likely that it is any longer the most widely
read book in the world.

While people may have a Bible some-
where in the house, many feel that they are
too busy to spend time actually reading it.
Reading was once a popular pastime. Now,
however, most prefer to spend their spare
time watching television or doing some-
thing else. Those who still do some reading
usually prefer something light and easy.
Reading the Bible takes concentration, and
most people no longer concentrate deeply
on what they read.

Yet, the Bible did not survive merely to
be left sitting on our bookshelves. There are
good reasons why it should be read. Consid-
er some facts about it.

I T IS easy to run out of superlatives when

No Wonder It Endured!

The term “Bible” comes from the Greek
word bi-bli'a, meaning “little books.” This
reminds us that the Bible is made up of a
number of books—some not so little! They
were written over a period of sixteen hun-
dred years. While the writers were men,
they were inspired by a higher Source. One
Bible writer said: “Prophecy was at no time
brought by man’s will, but men spoke from
God as they were borne along by holy spir-
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it.” (2 Peter 1:21) What is true of Scriptural
prophecy is also true of the rest of the Bible.
These divinely inspired “little books” are
filled with the lofty thoughts of Jehovah
God. (Isaiah 55:9) No wonder the Bible has
endured so long!

For God'’s servants, the Bible has always
been the foremost book. They agree with
the apostle Paul, himself one of the Bible
writers. He said: “All Scripture is inspired
of God and beneficial for teaching.” (2 Tim-
othy 3:16) Accordingly, the Bible is the ba-
sis of the faith of Jehovah’'s Witnesses
today. It determines their doctrines and
governs their conduct. They wholehearted-
ly recommend that everyone read some por-
tion of God's Word each day and meditate
appreciatively on its contents.—Psalm 1:
1-3.

The Habit of Bible Reading

The habit of reading the Scriptures has
been beneficial in times past. Kings of Is-
rael were commanded to make their own
handwritten copy of the Law—now an im-
portant part of the Bible—and read it daily
as a constant reminder of God’s will for
them. (Deuteronomy 17:18-20) Failure to do
this caused the downfall of many kings.

The value of studying the Scriptures is
illustrated in the case of the aged prophet
Daniel. Because of his personal study of the
parts of the Bible that existed in his day,
Daniel, while in exile in Babylon, was able
to ‘discern by the books' that an important
prophecy recorded by Jeremiah was about
to be fulfilled.—Daniel 9:2.

At the time of Jesus’ birth, the “righ-
teous and reverent” man Simeon was con-
fidently expecting to see the one who would



become the Christ, or the Messiah. Simeon
had been promised that he would not die
before seeing the Christ. His allusion to
Isaiah’s prophecy when holding the infant
Jesus in his arms shows that Simeon was
an attentive reader of the books of the Bible
that had already been written in his day.
—Luke 2:25-32; Isaiah 42:6.

When John the Baptizer was preaching,
“the people were in expectation” of the Mes-
siah. What does this indicate? It suggests
that many among the Jews were familiar
with the Messianic prophecies recorded in
the Scriptures. (Luke 3:15) This is interest-
ing, for in those days books were not readily
available. Copies of Bible books had to be
painstakingly made by hand, and they were
correspondingly expensive and difficult to
obtain. How did people become familiar
with their contents?

In many cases, by public reading. For ex-
ample, Moses commanded that at certain
fixed times, the whole Law given by God
was to be read to the assembled Israelites.
(Deuteronomy 31:10-13) By the first centu-
ry C.E., public reading of Bible books was
widespread. The disciple James remarked:
“From ancient times Moses has had in city
after city those who preach him, because he
is read aloud in the synagogues on every
sabbath.”—Acts 15:21.

Today, it is easy to own a personal copy
of the Bible. At least some of these “little
books” are available in the languages of
98 percent of the world’s population. Thus
it is sad that many are not interested in
finding out what the Bible has to say to
them. This may be a scientific age, but God’s
Word, the Bible, is still preeminently “ben-
eficial for teaching.” It gives sound counsel
on morals, human relations, and many oth-
er subjects. Moreover, the Bible offers the
only sure hope for a peaceful future.

Read It Regularly

Jehovah’s Witnesses have therefore
made it a prominent part of their work to
encourage the regular reading of the Bible.
In bold letters on the factory building at
their world headquarters in Brooklyn, New
York, appears the exhortation: “READ
GOD’'S WORD THE HOLY BIBLE DAILY.”
Millions of passersby have seen these
words, and it is hoped that many have heed-
ed them.

In the more than 73,000 congregations of
Jehovah’s Witnesses throughout the world,
sessions of the Theocratic Ministry School
are held each week. Part of the course is the
public reading of a selected portion of the
Bible. All in attendance also have an as-
signment to read a few chapters of the Bi-
ble weekly in the privacy of their own home.
Those who keep up with this schedule even-
tually read the whole Bible.

This arrangement is in harmony with
one of the textbooks used in this school.
The Theocratic Ministry School Guidebook
says: “Your personal schedule should in-
clude time for reading the Bible itself.
There is great value in reading it right
through from cover to cover. .. . However,
your goal in reading should never be just to
cover material, but to get the overall view-
point of it with the intention of remember-
ing. Take time to ponder on what it says.”

Other publications produced by Jeho-
vah's Witnesses likewise encourage the
reading of the Bible. For example, in this
journal’s companion magazine, Awake!, ap-
peared the following encouragement for
young people: “Have you read ... the Bible
all the way through? Yes, the Bible is a big
book, but why not break down the reading
of it into small portions? . . . The ‘noble-
minded’ Beroeans ‘carefully examined the
Scriptures daily.” (Acts 17:11) If you follow
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a daily schedule of reading just 15 minutes
aday ..., you could complete the reading
of the Bible within a year.” Yes, Jehovah's
Witnesses feel that modern-day Christians
should be well acquainted with the Scrip-
tures, just as God’s servants were in an-
cient times.

With this in mind, the Witnesses have
promoted a 20th-century version of public
Bible reading. In several languages, they
have made cassette recordings of readings
covering the entire Bible. For many this
has proved to be a fine help in overcoming
some obstacles to Bible reading. Some lis-
ten to these recordings while working
around the house, driving their car, or do-
ing a number of other things. To sit down
and listen quietly to the reading of a por-
tion of the Bible while following along in
your own copy is a delightful experience.

If you are not already reading the Bible
daily, why not make it your habit to do so0?

‘OrB Heaf M

ODAY, translations of the Holy Scrip-
I tures are almost universally avail-

able. However, the battle over the
Bible has often been a matter of life and
death.

In the book Fifteenth Century Bibles,
Wendell Prime wrote: “Thirty years after
the invention of printing, the Inquisition
was in completely successful operation in
Spain. Of 342,000 persons punished by it in

that country 32,000 were burned alive. It
was the Bible which brought them to the
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This need not take long each day, but the
benefits will be great, for application of the
Scriptures will enable you to act wisely and
enjoy a spiritually rewarding life. You will
also be acting in harmony with this com-
mand given long ago to the Israelite leader
Joshua: “This book of the law should not
depart from your mouth, and you must in
an undertone read in it day and night, in
order that you may take care to do accord-
ing to all that is written in it; for then you
will make your way successful and then you
will act wisely.”—Joshua 1:8.

The pages of the Bible reveal Jehovah's
loving purpose for obedient mankind. Accu-
rate knowledge of his inspired Word results
in true happiness and the hope of eternal
life in Paradise in a marvelous new world
of endless blessings. (Luke 23:43; 2 Peter
3:13) May you seize your opportunity to
read and study the Bible and reach out for
this wonderful life.

B te P|grce the

flames of martyrdom. Equally terrible was
this engine of destruction in Italy, both at
the north and south. Archbishops, aided by
the Inquisition, were consuming fires for
both Bibles and their readers. Nero made
some Christians shine as lights in the world
by setting them on fire, sewed up in sacks,
covered with pitch, using them as candles
to illuminate the scene of his debaucher-
ies. But the streets of European cities
blazed with Bible bonfires. Bibles were not
like readers who could be impoverished,



stripped, tortured, mutilated and cast out.
Evena leafsurviving mightpierce the black-
ness of this darkness like a star.” (Italics
ours.)

What author Prime describes actually
took place in the case of the Bible page re-
produced here. It is the colophon page, that
is, the closing page of the book with an
inscription identifying the translator. The
two parallel columns at the top are the con-
cluding verses of Apocalypse, or the book of
Revelation.

Regarding this book, The
Cambridge History of the Bi-
ble states: “Bonifacio Fer-
rer's Catalan translation of
the Bible was printed in Va-
lencia, 1478; all available cop-
ies were destroyed by the In-
quisition before 1500, but a
single leafsurvives in the His-
panic Society of America’s li-
brary.” (Italics ours.)

Wendell Prime also noted:
“To terrified ecclesiastics
there were no good Bibles but
burnt Bibles. These holy fires
had been far more frequent
and brilliant but for the lack of
fuel. In many places there were
no Bible bonfires merely be-
cause authority was so vigilant
that there were no Bibles to
burn.” Despite such intense ef-
forts to eradicate Bibles in-
tended for the common people,
many copies escaped destruc-
tion. Prime added: “Bibles were
preserved by being carried
away by exiles, or by being con-
cealed like precious stones and
metals in times of distress and
danger.”

God’s prophet Isaiah wrote: “All flesh is
green grass . .. The green grass has dried
up, the blossom has withered; but as for the
word of our God, it will last to time indef-
inite.” (Isaiah 40:6, 8) Over the centuries,
multitudes of Bible lovers and many cou-
rageous translators have risked much and
suffered greatly for the sake of God's Word.
Yet, human efforts alone could never have
ensured its preservation. For this preserva-
tion, we thank the Bible’s Author, Jehovah.

u' />«v
-6

Courtesy of The Hispanic Society of America, New \
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The Gothic Bible
A Remarkable Achievemeént

ing in Scandinavia. In the early cen-
turies of our Common Era, they migrated
as far south as the Black Sea and the river
Danube, to the very outposts of the Roman
Empire.

The first literary work produced in any
Germanic tongue was the Gothic Bible. To-
day this translation exists only in fragmen-
tary form. However, it remains a unique
and valued version of the Holy Scriptures.
Why?

HE Goths were a confederation of
I Germanic tribes, probably originat-

Ulfilas— Missionary
and Bible Translator

The translator of this Bible was Ulfilas,
otherwise known by his Gothic hame Wul-
fila. According to historian Philostorgius,
Ulfilas was the descendant of captives
taken in a Gothic raid into Cappadocia,
now part of eastern Turkey. Born about
311 C.E., he was ordained by Eusebius of
Nicomedia some 30 years later and trained
to work as a missionary among the Goths.

“To instruct and multiply his converts,”
says historian Will Durant, “he patiently
translated, from the Greek into Gothic, all
the Bible except the Books of Kings.” (The
Age of Faith) Today, apart from a fragment
of the book of Nehemiah, the only other
Gothic Bible manuscripts extant are parts
of the Christian Greek Scriptures.

Gothic was not a written language. UIfi-
las therefore faced a translating challenge
that called for exceptional ingenuity. An-
cient ecclesiastical historians credit him

8 THE WATCHTOWER—MAY 15, 1994

with the invention of the Gothic alphabet of
27 symbols, based primarily on the Greek
and Latin alphabets. Moreover, The New
Encyclopedia Britannica remarks that “he
coined a Germanic Christian terminology,
some of which is still in use.”

Early History of the Gothic Bible

Ulfilas finished his translation before
381 C.E. and died two or three years later.
The popularity of his work is attested to by
The Encyclopedia Americana, which says
that “the translation was generally used by
the Goths who migrated to Spain and Ita-
ly.” Indeed, judging by the number of sur-
viving fragments, it appears that many
copies of this Gothic Bible were made. Like-
ly, several manuscripts were produced in
the scriptoria of Ravenna and Verona, in
the area where the Goths had established
their kingdom. The scriptoria were rooms
in monasteries where manuscripts were
written and copied.

The Goths came to their end as a nation
about 555 C.E., after Byzantine emperor
Justinian | had reconquered Italy. After
their demise, says Tonnes Kleberg, “the
Gothic language and Gothic traditions in
Italy disappeared, leaving scarcely a trace.
Manuscripts in Gothic were no longer of
any interest. . . . They were to a large ex-
tent taken apart and scraped to remove
the writing. The expensive parchment was
then used again for writing new contents.”

Surviving Manuscripts
On some of these manuscripts, the era-
sure was imperfectly done, leaving the orig-



Courtesy of the Uppsala University Library, Sweden

inal script still faintly visible. Several of
these palimpsests, as they are called, have
been found and deciphered. Remarkably,
the famous Codex Argenteus, containing
the four Gospels in the order Matthew,
John, Luke, and Mark, was preserved un-
scathed.

This splendid codex is thought to have
originated in the Ravenna scriptorium at
the beginning of the sixth century C.E. It
is called Codex Argenteus, meaning “Silver
Book,” because it is written in silver ink.
Its leaves of parchment are dyed purple,
indicating that it was probably com-
missioned for a royal personage. Gold let-
ters embellish the first three lines of each
Gospel as well as the beginnings of the dif-
ferent sections. The names of the Gospel
writers also appear in gold at the top of the
four parallel “archways” placed at the foot
of each column of script. These give refer-
ences to parallel passages in the Gospels.

Restoring the Gothic Bible Text

Following the dissolution of the Gothic
nation, the valuable Codex Argenteus van-
ished. It was not seen again until it came
to light in the middle of the 16th century in
the monastery of Werden, near Cologne,
Germany.

In the year 1569, the Gothic version of
the Lord’s Prayer was published, drawing
attention to the Bible from which it had
been taken. The name Codex Argenteus

appeared in print for the first time in

1597. From Werden this manuscript

came to be in the emperor’s art collec-

tion in Prague. At the end of the Thirty

Years’ War in 1648, however, the victo-

rious Swedes carried it off along with

other treasures. Since 1669 this codex

has held a permanent place in the
Uppsala University Library, Sweden.

The Codex Argenteus was originally
composed of 336 leaves, 187 of which are in
Uppsala. One other leaf—the last one of
Mark’s Gospel—was discovered in 1970 at
Speyer, Germany.

From the moment the codex reappeared,
scholars began to study the script to unrav-
el the meaning of the dead Gothic language.
Using all available manuscripts and previ-
ous attempts at restoring the text, German
scholar Wilhelm Streitberg put together
and published in 1908 “Die gotische Bi-
bel” (The Gothic Bible), with the Greek and
Gothic texts on opposite pages.

Today, this Gothic Bible is of interest
mainly to scholars. The fact that it was pro-
duced and cherished in the early days of
Bible translating, however, testifies to Ul-
filas' desire and determination to have
God's Word translated into what was then
a modern tongue. He correctly recognized
that only by this means could the Gothic
people hope to understand Christian truth.
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Parents,your

CH

REN NEED

ILD
SPECIALIZED ATTENTION

“Your sons will be like slips of olive trees all aroundyour table.3—saim 126:.

velop like plants. It is not surprising,

therefore, that the Bible speaks of a
man’s wife as “a fruit-bearing vine” and
likens his children to “slips of olive trees all
around [his] table.” (Psalm 128:3) A farmer
will tell you that raising a crop of young
plants is not easy, especially when climate
and soil conditions are adverse. Likewise, in
these critical “last days,” it is very difficult

I N MANY respects, children grow and de-

1. How might raising plants and rearing chil-

dren be compared?
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to rear children to become well-adjusted,
God-fearing adults.—2 Timothy 3:1-5.

2 Toreap agood crop, a farmer needs fer-

tile soil, warm sunshine, and water. In ad-
dition to cultivating and weeding, he must
provide pest control and other protective
care. There may be difficult times along the
way, right up to the harvest. How sad when
the crop turns out to be bad! Yet, how con-
tented a cultivator can be when, after much

2. What is usually needed to produce a good
harvest?



hard work, a good crop is reaped!—Isaiah
60:20-22; 61:3.

3A successful, productive human life
surely is more precious than a farmer’s
harvest. It therefore is not surprising that
rearing a child successfully can take even
more time and effort than raising a bounti-
ful crop. (Deuteronomy 11:18-21) A young
child planted in the garden of life, if wa-
tered and nurtured with love and given
healthy boundaries, can grow and blossom
spiritually even in a world filled with blight-
ed moral values. But if mistreated or op-
pressed, the child will wither inside and
possibly die spiritually. (Colossians 3:21;
compare Jeremiah 2:21; 12:2.) Indeed, all
children need specialized attention!

Daily Attention From Infancy

4Parents have to give almost constant at-
tention to a newborn. However, does the
baby need only physical or material atten-
tion on a daily basis? To God’s servant Tim-
othy, the apostle Paul wrote: “From infancy
you have known the holy writings, which
are able to make you wise for salvation.”
(2 Timothy 3:15) So the parental attention
Timothy received, even from infancy, was
also of a spiritual kind. But when does in-
fancy start?

5The Greek word Paul used here (bre'-
phos) is also applied to an unborn child.
Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptizer,
told her relative Mary: “As the sound of
your greeting fell upon my ears, the infant
[bre'phos] in my womb leaped with great

3. How do plants and children compare in im-
portance, and what kind of attention should
children receive?

4. What kind of attention do children need
“from infancy”?

5. 6. (@) What does the Bible say about the
unborn? (b) What indicates that parents should
be concerned about the welfare of the unborn
child?

gladness.” (Luke 1:44) Thus, even the un-
born are called infants, and the Bible shows
that they can respond to activity outside the
womb. Should prenatal care, which is often

.encouraged today, therefore include atten-

tion to the unborn infant’'s spiritual wel-
fare?

6This is something to consider, since ev-
idence reveals that the unborn can either
benefit from or be adversely affected by
what they hear. A music director found that
various scores he was rehearsing sounded
strangely familiar, especially the cello part.
When he mentioned the names of the musi-
cal works to his mother, a professional cel-
list, she said that these were the very musi-
cal compositions she had been rehearsing
when she was pregnant with him. Similar-
ly, the unborn may be negatively affected
when their mothers habitually watch TV
soap operas. Thus, a medical journal spoke
of “fetal soap addiction.”

7Realizing the benefit of positive stimuli
to infants, many parents begin to read, talk,
and sing to their child even before it is born.
You can do the same. While your infant may
not understand the words, it will likely ben-
efit from your soothing voice and its lov-
ing tone. After birth, the child will begin
to comprehend your words, perhaps much
sooner than you think. In only two or three
years, a child learns a complex language
just by being exposed to it. A baby can also
begin to learn the “pure language” of Bible
truth.—Zephaniah 3:9.

8What did Paul mean when he said that
Timothy had ‘known the holy writings from

7. (a) How have many parents given attention
to the welfare of their unborn? (b) What capabil-
ities does a child have?

8. (a) What does the Bible evidently mean when
it says that Timothy knew the holy writings
“from infancy”? (b) What proved true regarding
Timothy?
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infancy’? He evidently meant that Timothy
had received spiritual training from baby-
hood, not just from childhood. This is in
keeping with the meaning of the Greek
word bre'phos, which generally refers to a
newborn. (Luke 2:12, 16; Acts 7:19) Timo-
thy received spiritual instruction from his
mother Eunice and his grandmother Lois
from as far back as his memory could reach.
(2 Timothy 1:5) The saying, ‘As the young
twig is shaped, so grows the tree’ surely
applied to Timothy. He had been ‘trained up
according to the way for him,” and, as a
result, he became a fine servant of God.
—Proverbs 22:6; Philippians 2:19-22.

Specialized Care That Is Needed

9Children also are like plants in that not
all have the same characteristics, nor do
they all respond to the same methods of
care. Wise parents will respect the differ-
ences and will avoid comparing one child
with another. (Compare Galatians 6:4.) If
your children are to blossom into whole-
some adults, you need to observe their dis-
tinctive personality traits, cultivating the
good ones and weeding out the bad. What if
you detect a weakness or improper trend,
perhaps toward dishonesty, materialism, or
selfishness? Correct it kindly, even as Je-
sus corrected the weaknesses of his apos-
tles. (Mark 9:33-37) In particular, commend
each child regularly for his strengths and
good traits.

IOWhat children especially need is loving
personal attention. Jesus took time to pro-
vide little ones with such special attention,
even during the busy final days of his min-
istry. (Mark 10:13-16, 32) Parents, follow

9. (a) What should parents avoid doing, and
why? (b) As a child develops, what do parents
need to do, and what example should they heed?
10. What do children especially need, and how
can it be provided?
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that example! Unselfishly make time to be
with your children. And do not be ashamed
to show them genuine love. Put your arms
around them, as Jesus did. Give them warm,
affectionate hugs and kisses. When parents
of well-adjusted young adults were asked
what advice they could offer other parents,
among the most frequent responses were:
‘Love abundantly,” ‘spend time together,
‘develop mutual respect,” ‘really listen to
them,” ‘offer guidance rather than a speech,’
and ‘be realistic.’

N Providing such specialized attention
can be a joy. One successful parent wrote:
“When our two boys were younger, the pro-
cess of getting them ready for bed, read-
ing to them, tucking them in, and saying
prayers with them was a pleasure.” Such
times together provide opportunity for in-
terchanges that can be encouraging to both
parent and child. (Compare Romans 1:
11, 12.) One couple listened while their
three-year-old asked God to bless “Wally.”
He prayed for “Wally” on succeeding nights,
and the parents were greatly encouraged
when they realized that he meant the broth-
ers in Malawi, then suffering persecution.
One woman said: ‘When | was only four, my
mother helped me to memorize scriptures
and sing Kingdom songs while | stood on a
chair to dry dishes as she washed them.’
Can you think of times when you can en-
joy valuable interchanges with your young
ones?

PWise Christian parents arrange for a
regular study program. Though you may
use a formal question-and-answer method,

11. (a) How should parents view the providing
of specialized attention for their children?
(b) When might parents be able to enjoy valuable
interchanges with their children?

12. What will Christian parents wisely provide
for their children, and what methods could be
used?



can you contribute to pleasurable inter-
changes by adapting study sessions, es-
pecially for younger children? You might
include drawing pictures of Bible scenes,
telling Bible stories, or listening to a report
you have asked the child to prepare. Make
God’s Word as tasty as you can for your
children so that they form a longing for it.
(1 Peter 2:2, 3) One father said: ‘When the
children were younger, we crawled on the
floor with them and acted out historic
events involving famous Bible characters.
The kids loved it.’

BPractice sessions also result in valuable
interchanges because they help young ones
to prepare for real-life situations. One of
the Kusserow children—all 11 of whom re-
mained faithful to God during the Nazi
persecution—said of her parents: “They
showed us how to act and how to defend
ourselves with the Bible. [1 Peter 3:15] Of-
ten we held practice sessions, asking ques-
tions and giving answers.” Why not do the
same thing? You can practice presentations
for the ministry, with a parent acting as the
householder. Or the practice session may
deal with real-life temptations. (Proverbs 1:
10-15) “Rehearsing for difficult situations
can build a child’s skills and confidence,”
one individual explained. “The practice
might include playing the role of a friend
offering your child a cigarette, drink or
drug.” These sessions can help you to dis-
cern how your child will respond in such
situations.

UDuring interchanges with your child,
appeal to him in the same compassionate
manner as did the writer of these words:
“My son, my law do not forget, and my com-
mandments may your heart observe, be-

13. What is the value of practice sessions, and
what may you rehearse during these?

14. Why are loving and compassionate discus-
sions with your children so important?

cause length of days and years of life and
peace will be added to you.” (Proverbs 3:
1, 2) Would it not touch your child’s heart
if you lovingly explained that you require
obedience because this will result in his hav-
ing peace and length of days—in fact, eter-
nal life in God’s peaceful new world? Take
your young one’'s personality into account
as you reason from God’'s Word. Do this
prayerfully, and Jehovah will bless your ef-
forts. Such loving and compassionate Bible-
based discussions are likely to have fine re-
sults and bring lasting benefits.—Proverbs
22:6.

BEven if such an interchange does not
take place during your planned study peri-
od, do not be distracted by other matters.
Listen carefully not only to what your child
says but also to how the thought is ex-
pressed. “Look at your child,” said one ex-
pert. “Give him your full attention. You
need to understand, not just to hear. Par-
ents who exert that extra effort can make a
major difference in their children’s lives.”
Children today often encounter serious
problems at school and elsewhere. As a par-
ent, draw the child out, and help him to view
matters from God’'s standpoint. If you are
not sure how to resolve the problem, do re-
search in the Scriptures and the publica-
tions provided through “the faithful and
discreet slave.” (Matthew 24:45) By all
means, give your child all the specialized
attention needed to solve the problem.

Cherish Your Time Together
16Young people need more specialized at-
tention today than ever before because we

15. How can parents help their children to re-
solve problems?

16, 17. (a) Why do young people particularly
need specialized attention and instruction to-
day? (b) What do children need to know when
disciplined by their parents?

THE WATCHTOWER—MAY 15, 1994 13



are living in “the last days,” and these are
“critical times.” (2 Timothy 3:1-5; Matthew
24:3-14) Parents and children alike need
the protection afforded by true wisdom that
“preserves alive its owners.” (Ecclesiastes
7:12) Since godly wisdom involves the prop-
er application of Bible-based knowledge,
children need regular instruction in the
Word of God. Therefore, study the Scrip-
tures with your young ones. Tell them about
Jehovah, carefully explain his require-
ments, and create joyful anticipation for
the fulfillment of his grand promises. Speak
of such things at home, as you walk with
your children at your side—indeed, on
every appropriate occasion.— Deuteronomy
6:4-7.

7  Farmers know that not all plants flour-

ish under the same conditions. Plants need
specialized care. Similarly, every child is
different and needs specialized attention,
instruction, and discipline. For instance, a
parent’s disapproving look may be enough
to halt the wrong course of one youngster,
whereas another child may need stronger
discipline. But all your children need to
know why you are displeased with certain
words or actions, and both parents should
cooperate so that discipline is consistent.
(Ephesians 6:4) It is especially important

How Would You Answer?

O How might raising plants and rear-
ing children be compared?

O What kind of attention should a
child receive daily from infancy?

O What specialized care do children
need, and how can it be given?

O Why give your children specialized
attention?
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that Christian parents give clear guidance
that harmonizes with the Scriptures.

BBA farmer must do the work of planting
and cultivating at the right time. If he de-
lays or neglects his crop, he will harvest
little or nothing. Well, your young children
are developing “plants” that need special-
ized attention right now, not next month or
next year. Do not pass up precious opportu-
nities to promote their spiritual growth in
harmony with God’s Word and to weed out
worldly thoughts that can cause them to
wither and die spiritually. Cherish the hours
and days that you are privileged to spend
with your children, for these times pass
quickly. Work hard to cultivate in your off-
spring the godly qualities needed for a happy
life as Jehovah's faithful servants. (Gala-
tians 5:22, 23; Colossians 3:12-14) This is
not someone else’s work; it is your job, and
God can help you to do it.

1Give your children a rich spiritual her-
itage. Study God’'s Word with them, and
enjoy wholesome recreation together. Take
your young ones to Christian meetings, and
have them at your side in the Kingdom-
preaching work. Build within your beloved
offspring the kind of personality that meets
with Jehovah's approval, and most likely
they will bring you great joy in later life.
Indeed, “the father of a righteous one will
without fail be joyful; the one becoming fa-
ther to a wise one will also rejoice in him.
Your father and your mother will rejoice,
and she that gave birth to you will be joy-
ful.”—Proverbs 23:24, 25.

A Rich Reward
DThe rearing of children is a complex,
long-term assignment. Raising these ‘slips

18, 19. What responsibility do Christian par-
ents have toward their children, and what is
likely to result if that work is well done?

20. What is the key to being a successful parent
of teenagers?



of olive trees around your table’ to be-
come God-fearing adults who bear Kingdom
fruitage has been called a 20-year project.
(Psalm 128:3; John 15:8) This project usu-
ally becomes harder when children reach
the teenage years, when pressures on them
often increase and parents find it necessary
to intensify their efforts. But the key to
success remains the same—being attentive,
warm, and understanding. Remember that
your youngsters really need personal atten-
tion. You can give them such attention by
showing genuine loving concern for their

welfare. To help them, you must expend
yourself by providing the time, love, and con-
cern that they really need.
2L The reward for your efforts to care for

the precious fruitage Jehovah has entrusted
to you can be far more satisfying than any
farmer’s bountiful harvest. (Psalm 127:3-5)
So then parents, continue to give your chil-
dren specialized attention. Do so for their
good and to the glory of our heavenly Fa-
ther, Jehovah.

21. What can be the reward for giving children
specialized attention?

YOUTHS—WHOSE
TEACHING DO YOU HEED?

“Some |
... teachings

HE question here addressed to youths
I is, Whose teaching do you heed? This
suggests that you young ones have a
choice. The choice is between responding to
divine teaching and following the teachings
of demons. Jehovah teaches by means of his
Word, the Bible, as well as through the min-
istry of the ones he uses as his representa-
tives on earth. (Isaiah 54:13; Acts 8:26-39;
Matthew 24:45-47) But are you surprised
that the demons also teach?

2 The apostle Paul wrote: “In later periods

of time some will fall away from the faith,

1. (a) What choice do youths have? (b) How
does Jehovah teach?

2. Why is it vital to be on guard against the
teachings of demons particularly at this time?

willfall away from thefaith, paying attention to

demons I TIMOTHY 4:1.

paying attention to misleading inspired ut-
terances and teachings of demons.” (1 Tim-
othy 4:1) Since we are living in “the last
days” when Satan and his demons are espe-
cially active, do you see why we ask the
question, Whose teaching do you heed?
(2 Timothy 3:1-5; Revelation 12:7-12) Be-
cause Satan and his demons are so cunning,
so seductive in their methods of operation,
it is vital that you give careful consideration
to this question.—2 Corinthians 11:14, 15.

The Demons and Their Teachings
3 The demons were at one time angels
of Jehovah, but they rebelled against their

3. Who are the demons, what is their purpose,
and how do they seek to accomplish it?
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Creator and thus became the cohorts of Sa-
tan. (Matthew 12:24) Their purpose is to
corrupt people and turn them away from
serving God. To accomplish this, the de-
mons use human teachers to promote a self-
ish, immoral way of life that is condemned
by Jehovah. (Compare 2 Peter 2:1,12-15.) A
review of how once faithful angels became
demons will help you to identify their teach-
ings and the way of life that these teachings
promote.

4 In the days of Noah, certain angels be-

came so attracted to the beautiful daugh-
ters of men that these spirit creatures left
their positions in heaven to come to earth.
Their sexual union with women resulted in
hybrid offspring called Nephilim. Since it
is unnatural for spirit creatures to cohabit

4. (a) Why did disobedient angels come to earth

in Noah’s day? (b) What happened to the wicked
angels and their offspring during the Flood?
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Before the Flood, the disobedient
angels and their offspring promoted
violence and debauchery

with humans, what the disobedient angels
did with those women was just as wrong as
were the homosexual acts later committed
by the men and boys of Sodom. (Genesis 6:
1-4; 19:4-11; Jude 6, 7) Although the mates
of the angels perished in the floodwaters
along with their hybrid children, the wicked
angels shed their materialized fleshly bod-
ies and returned to heaven where they be-
came the demon companions of Satan the
Devil.—2 Peter 2:4.

5 Inview of this historical background,
you see what kind of creatures the demons
really are? They are sex perverts who are
the behind-the-scenes manipulators of this

5. What kind of creatures are the demons, and
how do they try to subvert God’s laws?



sex-mad world. Although they have been
barred from again materializing as hu-
mans, they derive pleasure from the sexual
perversions of those they can corrupt on
earth. (Ephesians 6:11, 12) The demons try
to subvert Jehovah's laws regarding chasti-
ty and morality by making them seem need-
lessly restrictive. These wicked angels
advocate sexual immorality as a normal,
pleasurable way of life.

Promoting Teachings of Demons

6That the demons would promote their
teachings in a subtle way should not sur-
prise us, since this is the method that their
leader, Satan the Devil, used in deceiving
Eve. Recall that he spoke to her as though
he wanted to be of help. “Is it really so that
God said you must not eat from every tree
of the garden?” asked Satan. Then he
craftily tried to undermine God's teaching
by telling Eve that she would benefit from
eating from the prohibited tree. “In the very
day of your eating from it,” the Devil prom-
ised, “your eyes are bound to be opened and
you are bound to be like God, knowing good
and bad.” (Genesis 3:1-5) Thus Eve was
enticed, yes seduced, into disobeying God.
—2 Corinthians 11:3; 1 Timothy 2:13, 14.

7In recent times, too, many have been
seduced. The demons have so cunningly
promoted sexual immorality that it has
come to be accepted by many who once con-
demned it. For example, when a well-known
advice columnist in the United States an-
swered a letter on the matter of unmarried
people having sexual relations, she wrote: “I
never thought | would reverse myself on
this issue, but I now believe that couples

6. Why should we not be surprised that the
demons promote their teachings in a subtle way?
7. What has been the effect of the subtle teach-
ings of demons, and what warning does this
provide?

who are serious about marriage should take
a few weekend trips together to test their
compatibility.” Then she added: “I can't be-
lieve | wrote that!” Even she could not be-
lieve that she had recommended fornica-
tion, but she had! Clearly, we must be
careful that the teachings of demons do not
affect our view of practices that God con-
demns.—Romans 1:26, 27; Ephesians 5:5,
10-12

8We must never forget that Satan is “the
ruler of this world.” In fact, the apostle
John said that “the whole world is lying in
the power of the wicked one.” (John 12:31;
1 John 5:19) True, Jesus sometimes used
the word “world” to refer to all humankind.
(Matthew 26:13; John 3:16; 12:46) More fre-
quently, however, he used the word “world”
to refer to all organized human society that
exists outside the true Christian congrega-
tion. For instance, Jesus said that his fol-
lowers must be “no part of the world” (un-
righteous human society) and that because
they were no part of the world, the world
would hate them. (John 15:19; 17:14-16) The
Bible further warned that we should avoid
becoming friends of this world ruled by Sa-
tan.—James 4:4.

9The apostle John urged: “Do not be lov-
ing either the world or the things in the
world.” He also said: “Everything in the
world—the desire of the flesh and the desire
of the eyes and the showy display of one’s
means of life—does not originate with the
Father.” (1 John 2:15, 16) Think about this.
What is there in the world today that stim-
ulates wrong desire, say for illicit sex?
(1 Thessalonians 4:3-5) What about much

8. (a) How is the word “world” used in the Bi-
ble? (b) Who rules the world, and how should
Jesus’ followers view the world?

9, 10. (a) What worldly things stimulate im-
proper sexual desire? (b) How is it possible to
identify who is behind what the world’'s enter-
tainment teaches?
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of the world’s music? A California police
probation officer said: “Basically, the music
teaches that you don’t have to listen to your
parents, and that you should live life the
way you want.” Do you recognize the source
of the teaching supplied by such music?
DRecall that Satan, in effect, told Eve:
‘You are missing out. Live life the way you
want. Make up your own mind as to
what is good and what is bad. You
don’t need to listen to God.’ (Gen-
esis 3:1-5) Is that not the same
kind of message found in much
of the world’s music? But the
demons do not teach only by
means of music. They also
use commercial televi-
sion programs, movies,
and videos to teach.
How so? Well, the com-
munication channels of
the world present enter-
tainment that makes the
moral teachings of God ap-
pear repressive. They advo-
cate fornication by empha-
sizing it and presenting it
as desirable.
11 The magazine U.S.News
& World Report stated: “In
1991, the three [U.S.] net-
works displayed more than
10,000 sexual incidents during prime time;
for every scene depicting sexual intercourse
between married partners, the networks
showed 14 scenes of sex outside marriage.”
By showing over 9,000 incidents of illicit sex
during prime time in one year, what would
you say television is teaching? Barry S. Sa-
polsky, who coauthored the report “Sex in
Primetime Television: 1979 Versus 1989,”

11. Morally speaking, what does television often
teach?
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Would you be embarrassed
if Jesus heard your
favorite music?

states: “If an adolescent watches years of
TV where people engage in flirtatious or
explicit behavior, these thousands of images
over the years will teach them that sex is
pleasant—and without any consequences.”
There is no question about this: The world’s
entertainment teaches young ones that
there are no rules, that fornication is
acceptable, and that there are no
bad consequences for living in
a way that God condemns.
— 1 Corinthians 6:18;

Ephesians 5:3-5.

»
movies, videos, and
television are designed
to appeal to young peo-
ple. They propagate the
corrupt teachings of de-
mons! But should this be
surprising? Think about
it. If false religion and
politics are part of Sa-
tan’'s world—and they
clearly are—does it make
sense to believe that the
entertainment promoted
by the world is free of de-
mon influence? You young
people in particular need to
be on guard not to “let the
world around you squeeze
you into its own mould.”—Romans 12:2,
The New Testament in Modern English, by
J. B. Phillips.

Make a Self-Examination

13 The matter of whose teachings you

heed is determined not only by your speech
but also by your deeds. (Romans 6:16) So

12. Why does the world’'s entertainment pose a
threat particularly to Christian youths?
13. What self-examination should be made?

The wi



ask yourself, ‘Are my attitude and my
course of life being unduly affected by what
I learn through the world’'s propaganda
channels? Could the teachings of the de-
mons be making inroads in my life?’ To help
you answer such questions, why not com-
pare the amount of time and effort you
spend studying the Bible, attending Chris-
tian meetings, and talking to others about
God’s Kingdom with that spent watching
TV, listening to music, participating in
your favorite sport, or engaging in similar
activities? Since so much—indeed, your
very life—is at stake, make an honest self-
examination.—2 Corinthians 13:5.

HUYou are well aware that the material
food you eat will affect your physical health.
Similarly, your spiritual health is affected
by what you feed your mind and heart.
(1 Peter 2:1,2) While you may deceive your-
self regarding what your real interests are,
you cannot deceive our Judge, Jesus Christ.
(John 5:30) So ask yourself, ‘If Jesus were
on earth, would | be embarrassed to have
him walk in and hear my music or see what
I am watching? The sobering fact is that
Jesus
—Revelation 3:15.

Resist Teachings of Demons

B The pressure that the demons exert on
young ones to heed their teachings is tre-
mendous. These wicked spirits seem to offer
alife of immediate gratification—one of fun
and pleasure. In order to please God, Moses
of old rejected “the temporary enjoyment of
sin” as a prominent member of Pharaoh’s
household. (Hebrews 11:24-27) It is not easy
to reject what the demons offer, so you must
fight hard to do what is right. This is espe-

14. What will affect our spiritual health, and
what sobering thought should we keep in mind?
15. Why should Christians fight hard to resist
the teachings of demons?

iswatching and knows our dee

daily true because we have inherited sin
and our hearts often crave to do what is bad.
(Genesis 8:21; Romans 5:12) Because of sin-
ful inclinations, even the apostle Paul had
to get tough with himself and not allow his
fleshly desires to dominate him.— 1 Corin-
thians 9:27; Romans 7:21-23.

BAlthough you may be tempted to “fol-
low after the crowd for evil ends,” God can
help you resist pressure from your peers to
pursue their wrong course. (Exodus 23:2;
1 Corinthians 10:13) But you must listen to
God'’s directions, treasuring up his sayings
in your heart. (Psalm 119:9, 11) You need
to realize that when young people isolate
themselves, sexual desire can build up and
lead to breaking God'’s law. “When I'm alone
with my boyfriend, my body wants to do one
thing and my brain tells me to do another,”
admitted one youth. So recognize your
limitations and realize that your heart is
treacherous. (Jeremiah 17:9) Do not isolate
yourself. (Proverbs 18:1) Set limits on ex-
pressions of affection. And of particular
importance, keep close company only with
c}Qose who love Jehovah and who have deep
réspect for his laws.—Psalm 119:63; Prov-
erbs 13:20; 1 Corinthians 15:33.

I7A careful study of Christian publica-
tions designed for your spiritual strength-
ening will help you. For instance, consider
the book Questions Young People Ask— An-
swers That Work and the chapter “The
Fight to Do What Is Right” in the book You
Can Live Forever in Paradise on Earth. Let
the Scriptural instruction provided sink
deep into your mind and heart, and it will
strengthen you. A fact that you must nev-
er forget is that in this demon-controlled

16. How can youths resist pressures to engage
in immoral conduct?

17. What can help Christian youths gain the
strength to resist the teachings of demons?
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world doing what is right is not easy. So
fight hard. (Luke 13:24) Build up your spir-
itual strength. Do not imitate the weak,
fearful ones who follow after the crowd.

Benefit From Divine Teaching

1BRemember, too, that you will never
miss out on anything worthwhile by heed-
ing Jehovah'’s teaching. He truly loves you,
and that is why he is “teaching you to ben-
efit yourself.” (Isaiah 48:17) So heed Jeho-
vah's teaching, and avoid the heartache of a
ruined conscience, loss of self-respect, un-
wanted pregnancies, sexually transmitted
diseases, or similar tragedies. Jehovah re-
joices when his servants provide him with
an answer to Satan’s challenge that hu-
mans will not remain faithful to God under
test. (Job 1:6-12) If you make Jehovah's
heart glad by being faithful to him, you will
survive when he renders adverse judgment
against this world, whereas all who flout his
laws will perish.—Proverbs 27:11; 1 Corin-
thians 6:9, 10; 1 John 2:17.

DIf you associate closely with those who
appreciate what Jehovah has done for them,

18. What are some benefits of heeding divine
teaching?

19. What is the value of associating with those
who appreciate the benefits of Jehovah’s teach-
ing?

How Would You Answer?

O Who are the demons, and what do
they teach?

O How do the demons promote their
teachings today?

O How is it possible to resist the teach-
ings of the demons?

O What are the benefits of heeding
Jehovah's teaching?
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you can learn from their experience. One
person who had formerly been addicted to
drugs and who had practiced immorality ex-
plained: “If I had not listened to Jehovah, I
would be dead. The person | was to marry
is dead from AIDS. All my former worldly
close friends are dead from AIDS or are on
their way to dying. | see them often in the
streets, and | thank Jehovah every day for
his laws that govern his people and will keep
us holy if only we apply them. | have never
been so happy, content, and secure in my
life.” Truly, heeding Jehovah'’s teaching al-
ways benefits us!

Make the Right Choice

DWe urge you young ones: Make the
right choice by serving Jehovah. Then be
resolute in sticking to that decision. (Josh-
ua 24:15) Actually, you can make only one
of two choices. Jesus said that there is the
broad and spacious road—the easy one of
doing what pleases oneself. That road leads
to adead end, to destruction. The other road
is cramped. It is a difficult road to travel in
this loose-living, demon-controlled world.
But that road will eventually take those
traveling it into God's wonderful new
world. (Matthew 7:13, 14) Which road will
you take? Whose teaching will you heed?

21 Jehovah leaves the choice up to you. He
does not try to force you to serve him. “I
have put life and death before you,” said
God's prophet Moses, urging: “Choose life.”
This choice is made “by loving Jehovah your
God, by listening to his voice and by stick-
ing to him.” (Deuteronomy 29:2; 30:19, 20)
May you wisely choose to heed divine teach-
ing and enjoy life without end in God'’s glo-
rious new world.

20, 21. (a) What two choices do youths have?
(b) What lasting benefit will result from heeding
divine teaching?



Can You Exercise Patience?

EHOVAH told Abram: “Go your way out
of your country ... to the country that
I shall show you; and | shall make a

great nation out of you and I shall bless you

and | will make your name great.” (Genesis
12:1, 2) Abram was then 75 years old. He
obeyed and wisely exercised patience the
rest of his life, waiting on Jehovah.

Eventually, God made this promise to
patient Abraham (Abram): “Assuredly in
blessing I will bless you, and in multiplying
I will multiply you.” The apostle Paul add-
ed: “And thus after Abraham had shown
patience, he obtained this promise.”—He-
brews 6:13-15.

What is patience? Dictionaries define it
as the ability “to wait calmly for some-
thing” or to manifest “forbearance under
provocation or strain.” So your patience is
put to the test when you have to wait for
someone or something, or when you are
provoked or under stress. In such situa-
tions the patient person remains composed;
the impatient one becomes hasty and irri-
table.

Our Impatient Modern World

Especially in many urban areas, a premi-
um is put not on patience but on speed. For
millions of people living in crowded cities,
each day begins when the morning alarm
goes off. That starts the frantic race—to
get somewhere, to see someone, to achieve
something. Is it any wonder that many are
tense and impatient?

Do you get upset when faced with the
shortcomings of others? “I do not like a lack
of punctuality,” says Albert. Most would
agree that waiting for someone who is over-
due is stressful, especially if there is a dead-

line to be met. Regarding the Duke of New-
castle, an 18th-century British politician,
it was said: ‘He loses half an hour in the
morning, which he is running after the rest
of the day without ever being able to over-
take it.” If you had to depend on such a
person day after day, would you remain pa-
tient?

When driving an automobile, are you
quickly riled, reluctant to wait, or tempted
to travel too fast? In such circumstances,
impatience often spells disaster. During
1989, in what was then West Germany,
more than 400,000 highway accidents re-
sulted in injury or death. Of these, 1in 3
was caused by driving either too fast or too
close to the vehicle in front. At least to
some extent, therefore, being impatient
was responsible for the injury or death of
over 137,000 persons. What a price to pay
for impatience!

“I find it difficult to remain patient when
someone interrupts all the time,” com-
plains Ann, “or when someone brags a lot.”
Karl-Hermann admits that his patience is
challenged by “younger ones who have no
respect for the elderly.”

These and other situations may make
you impatient. How, then, can you cultivate
more patience?

Jehovah Can Fortify Your Patience

Many people think that patience in-
dicates indecisiveness or weakness. To Je-
hovah, however, it bears the insignia of
strength. He himself “is patient... because
he does not desire any to be destroyed but
desires all to attain to repentance.” (2 Peter
3:9) To fortify your own forbearance, there-
fore, stick close to Jehovah and rely on him
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with all your heart. Strengthening your re-
lationship with God is the single most im-
portant step toward developing a patient
disposition.

Moreover, it is vital to know Jehovah’s
purposes for the earth and mankind. Abra-
ham “was awaiting the city having real
foundations [God's Kingdom], the builder
and maker of which city is God.” (Hebrews
11:10) Similarly, it will be beneficial to keep
a clear view of divine promises and to be
content to wait upon Jehovah. You will
then realize that patience, far from denot-
ing hesitancy, actually wins people to true
worship. Hence, “consider the patience of
our Lord as salvation.”—2 Peter 3:15.

What if your own personal circumstanc-
es test your patience almost unbearably?
Do unbelievers put you under harrowing
strain? Have you been ill for what seems
an interminably long time? In such a case,
take to heart what the disciple James
wrote. After referring to the pattern the
prophets supplied in exercising patience,
he revealed the secret of remaining calm
under severe stress. James said: “Is there
anyone suffering evil among you? Let him
carry on prayer.”—James 5:10, 13.

Earnestly ask God in prayer to fortify
your patience and help you control your
spirit under trial. Turn to Jehovah repeat-
edly, and he will help you identify the cir-
cumstances or the habits of others that
pose a particular threat to your composure.
Praying in advance of potentially trying
situations can help you to keep calm.

A Proper View of Self and Others

To maintain a placid frame of mind, you
must view yourself and others in a proper
manner. This is possible through a study of
the Bible, for it shows that everyone has
inherited imperfections and therefore has
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foibles. Moreover, Biblical knowledge will
help you grow in love. This quality is essen-
tial in order to manifest patience toward
others.—John 13:34, 35; Romans 5:12; Phi-
lippians 1:9.

Love and an eagerness to forgive can
calm you down when you get agitated.
If someone has habits that get on your
nerves, love will remind you that it is the
habits you find disagreeable, not the per-
son. Consider how often your own weak-
nesses must test God's patience and must
exasperate others.

A correct view of yourself will also help
you to wait patiently. For instance, have
you been reaching out for privileges in Je-
hovah's service, only to be disappointed? Do
you sense your patience running out like
the last grains of sand in an hourglass? If
that is so, then remember that much impa-
tience is rooted in pride. “Better is one who
is patient than one who is haughty in spir-
it,” said Solomon. (Ecclesiastes 7:8) Yes,
pride is amajor impediment to the cultivat-
ing of patience. Is it not true that the hum-
ble person finds it easier to wait calmly?
Therefore, cultivate humility, and you will
be better able to accept delay with peace of
mind.—Proverbs 15:33.

Patience Pays Rich Rewards

Abraham is primarily known for his
faith. (Romans 4:11) Yet, patience made
his faith durable. What was his reward for
waiting on Jehovah?

Abraham was granted Jehovah's increas-
ing trust. Abraham’s name thus became
great and his descendants a mighty nation.
All nations of the earth can bless them-
selves by means of his seed. Abraham
served as spokesman for God and even as a
type of the Creator. Could there have been
any greater reward for Abraham'’s faith
and patience?



“Jehovah is very tender in affection”
toward Christians who patiently endure
trials. (James 5:10,11) Such individuals en-
joy a clean conscience because of doing his
will. In your case, then, if you wait on Je-
hovah and patiently endure trials, your for-
bearance will result in Jehovah’s approval
and blessing.

Patience serves God's people well in
every aspect of life. Two of Jehovah's ser-
vants, named Christian and Agnes, discov-
ered this when they decided to get engaged.
They delayed the engagement out of re-
spect for Christian’s parents, who needed
time to get to know Agnes. What effect did
this gesture have?

Aclose relationship with
Jehovah will help you to
display patience, as
Abraham did

“Only later did we real-
ize how much our patience
meant to my parents,” ex-
plains Christian. “Our
patiently waiting did not
kill the relationship be-
tween my wife and me. But
it was the first building
block in our relationship
with my parents.” Yes, pa-
tience pays rich dividends.

Patience also promotes
peace. Family and friends
will be grateful that you do
not make an issue of their
every lapse. Your calmness
and understanding when
others make mistakes
will prevent embarrassing
scenes. A Chinese proverb
says: “Patience in a mo-
ment of anger will spare

you a hundred days of anguish.”

Patience enhances your personality, in
effect coating other fine qualities with a
varnish of permanence. It makes your faith
durable, your peace long lasting, and your
love unshakable. Being patient will help
you to be joyful while practicing kindness,
goodness, and mildness. Exercising pa-
tience builds up the strength essential to
the cultivating of long-suffering and self-
control.

Wait patiently for the fulfillment of Je-
hovah's promises, then, and you are as-
sured of awonderful future. Like Abraham,
may you “through faith and patience inher-
it the promises.”—Hebrews 6:12.
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Hodais Wiressss Aaud tre \Wald

// THE land of the
free." That is the
meaning of the

name Thailand. Various reli-

gious ideas are held by its more
than 57,000,000 gentle, hard-
working inhabitants. Although

Buddhism predominates, the

religions of Christendom are

also practiced in this southeast

Asian country. All these people

need to hear the good news of

God's Kingdom.— Matthew

24:14.*

Refugees Hear
the Good News

In camps scattered through-
out the hills of Thailand along
the Myanmar border, Bible
truth is gaining ground among
the more than 10,000 Karen
refugees. Members of one
Karen family living in that area
are Jehovah's Witnesses. They
have been spreading the good
news among the refugees. How
did their work get started?

Several years ago a young
man severed his ties with the
Anglican Church and became
one of Jehovah's Witnesses.
Prodded by their minister, his
relatives opposed him. How-
ever, he endured patiently, and
his family's opposition gradual-
ly subsided. The clerics of the
Anglican Church kept up their
ridicule until about two years

* For additional information, see the
1994 Calendar of Jehovah's Witnesses.

ago when they were dismissed
from their office because of im-
moral conduct. Since the church
was then without a shepherd,
the immediate family and other
relatives of the Witness were
shocked and lost. Eleven of
them resigned from the church
and asked the Witnesses to
study the Bible with them.

This study progressed nicely,
with other refugees participat-
ing. The truth spread quickly,
resulting in the baptism of 17
new Witnesses in the river flow-
ing through the refugee camp.
What a happy sight when an
88-year-old grandmother was
immersed with them!

Video Sparks Interest

The potential for growth is
great among the refugees. In
1993 at the Memorial obser-
vance, 57 people were in
attendance. During the circuit
overseer's visit in May of that
year, 67 gathered for one of
his talks. And about 250 assem-
bled to see the Watchtower
Society's video Jehovah's
Witnesses— The Organization
Behind the Name.

The wife of a Baptist pastor in
the refugee camp attended a
public Bible talk sponsored by
the Witnesses and noted the
Bible texts discussed. She told
her husband how dissatisfied she
was with the repetitious sermons
heard at their church. He object-

ed, saying that if she were to go
to the meetings of Jehovah's
Witnesses, all the other parish-
ioners would follow. When she
again attended the meetings,
her husband chased her with a
knife and burned her meeting
notes and Bible literature. In
spite of that, when the video
was shown, she came again.
Later this woman told her hus-
band what she had seen. With
a changed heart, he wanted to
see the video and felt sorry that
he had burned her notes and
Bible literature.

So it isthat people are hear-
ing the good news in Thailand.
They are thus acquiring spiritual
freedom in "the land of the
free."— John 8:32.

COUNTRY PROFILE
1993 Service Year
PEAK NUMBER WITNESSING:
1,434
RATIO:

1 Witness to 40,299
MEMORIAL ATTENDANCE:
3,342
AVERAGE PIONEER PUBLISHERS:
232
AVERAGE BIBLE STUDIES:
1,489
NUMBER BAPTIZED:

92
NUMBER OF CONGREGATIONS:

39

BRANCH OFFICE:
BANGKOK



Kingdom proclaimers
zealously preaching
the good news

First branch office, 1947

Bethel family in front of
new branch office in Bangkok,
dedicated February 8, 1992



as Not Too
to erveJe ovah

ANY elderly people feel that their

M remaining years hold little hope
of happiness. A well-known aging

actress even said: “lI have messed up my

life, and it's too late to change it . . .

When | go walking alone, | think

back over my life, and I'm not

happy with the way | made it

. I'm restless everywhere
and unable to settle down.
An elderly woman who

lived almost 2,000 years

ago had no problem of

that kind. She was an

84-year-old widow, but

she was active, happy,

and wonderfully favored

by God. Her name was

Anna, and she had a spe-

cial reason for joy. What

was it?

“Never Missing From
the Temple”

The Gospel writer Luke ac-
quaints us with Anna. “Now,” says
he, “there was Anna a prophetess,
Phanuel's daughter, of Asher’s tribe” in Is-
rael. As a prophetess, she had the gift of
God’s holy spirit, or active force, in a spe-
cial sense. And Anna had a grand opportu-
nity to prophesy on one notable occasion.

Luke relates: “This woman was well
along in years, and had lived with a hus-
band for seven years from her virginity,
and she was a widow now eighty-four years
old.” (Luke 2:36, 37) Likely, Anna became
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a widow when she was quite young. Wid-
owed Christian women of any age know
how heartrending it is to lose a beloved hus-
band in death. Like many godly women of
our day, however, Anna did not let this
sad experience halt her service to
God.
Luke tells us that Anna “was
never missing from the tem-
ple” in Jerusalem. (Luke
2:37) She keenly appreciat-
ed the blessedness that re-
sults from service at the
house of God. Her actions
revealed that she, like Is-
rael's psalmist-king Da-
vid, had only one thing to
ask of Jehovah. And what
was that? David sang:
“One thing | have asked
from Jehovah—it is what
I shall look for, that I may
dwell in the house of Jehovah
all the days of my life, to behold
the pleasantness of Jehovah and
to look with appreciation upon his
temple.” (Psalm 27:4) In this respect, too,
Anna is like Christian women today who
find delight in regular presence at Jehovah's
place of worship.

Anna rendered sacred service to Jehovah
night and day. She did this “with fastings
and supplications,” indicating mourning
and earnest longing. (Luke 2:37) The
centuries-long Jewish subjection to Gentile
powers, coupled with the deteriorating re-
ligious conditions that reached even to the



temple and its priesthood, could well have
accounted for Anna’s fastings and suppli-
cations to Jehovah God. But she also had
reason to be happy, especially because of
something extraordinary that happened on
a truly eventful day in the year 2 B.C.E.

An Unexpected Blessing

On this highly significant day, the infant
Jesus was brought to Jerusalem’s temple by
his mother, Mary, and his adoptive father,
Joseph. Aged Simeon saw the babe and
spoke prophetic words on that occasion.
(Luke 2:25-35) Anna was at the temple as
usual. “In that very hour,” reports Luke,
“she came near.” (Luke 2:38) How thrilled
Anna must have been as her aging eyes
beheld the future Messiah!

Forty days earlier, God’s angel had star-
tled shepherds near Bethlehem with the
words: “Look! I am declaring to you good
news of a great joy that all the people will
have, because there was born to you today
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord, in David's
city.” A multitude of the heavenly army
praised Jehovah and added: “Glory in the
heights above to God, and upon earth peace
among men of goodwill.” (Luke 2:8-14)
Likewise, Anna was now moved to bear wit-
ness about the One who would be the Mes-
siah!

Upon beholding the babe Jesus, Anna
“began returning thanks to God and speak-
ing about the child to all those waiting for
Jerusalem’s deliverance.” (Luke 2:38) Like
elderly Simeon, also privileged to see the
infant Jesus at the temple, undoubtedly she
had been longing, praying, and waiting for
the promised Deliverer. The good news that
Jesus was that One was just too good for
her to keep to herself.

Though Anna might not have expected to
be alive when Jesus was grown, what did

she do? She joyfully witnessed to others
about the liberation due to be effected
through this coming Messiah.

Anna’s Fine Example

How many religious people of the world
would give such a witness or still be render-
ing worship night and day at the age of 84?
Likely, they would have asked for a pension
years earlier. Anna and Simeon were differ-
ent. They set fine examples for all elderly
servants of Jehovah. Indeed, they loved Je-
hovah’s house of worship and praised him
with all their heart.

In Anna we have a splendid example of a
godly widow. In fact, Luke’s description of
this humble elderly woman compares well
with the qualifications of a worthy widow
outlined at 1 Timothy 5:3-16. There the
apostle Paul says that such a widow “per-
sists in supplications and prayers night
and day,” is “a wife of one husband,” and
‘diligently follows every good work.” Anna
was that kind of woman.

Today, we find faithful elderly widows
rendering sacred service to God night and
day in thousands of congregations of Je-
hovah’s Witnesses around the earth. How
much we appreciate having these modern-
day “Annas” in our midst!

Even at an advanced age, men and wom-
en can make a dedication to God and sym-
bolize this by water baptism. The elderly
are never too old to serve Jehovah and to
witness about the Messianic Kingdom now
installed in the heavens and soon to bring
rich blessings to obedient humankind.
Aged persons now rendering sacred ser-
vice to God can testify to Jehovah’s blessing
upon them, even as Anna was specially
blessed centuries ago. She was not too old
to serve Jehovah and praise his holy name
—and neither are they.
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ESUS CHRIST commanded his follow-
ers: “Go... and make disciples of people
of all the nations.” (Matthew 28:19) For
many Christians, carrying out that com-
mission has meant accepting difficult cir-
cumstances far from home. Traveling over-
seers, their wives, and others leave many
things behind for the sake of God’s service.
Homesickness can be a real challenge for all
of these Witnesses of Jehovah.
Homesickness occurs when memories
carry your thoughts back to the security
and love of a pleasant past. This can cause
such intense emotion that you feel de-
pressed and unable to carry on. In fact,
after selling their belongings and making
an expensive trip to a foreign land, some
have abandoned their plans and returned
home. Homesickness overpowered them.
Such attacks on the emotions are usually
frequent after first moving, but with some
they continue for a lifetime. After being
away for more than 20 years, Jacob was
‘vearning intensely for the house of his fa-
ther.” (Genesis 31:30) Who can expect to
suffer homesickness? What triggers it?
How can a person cope with such feelings?

What Triggers the Sadness?

Homesickness can affect anyone. Amy-
tis, a daughter of the Median king As-
tyages, apparently had every reason for
happiness: riches, prestige, a beautiful
home. Yet, she was so homesick for the
mountains of Media that her husband,
King Nebuchadnezzar, built the hanging
gardens of Babylon in an effort to comfort
her.
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omesickness
ervice

Homesickness can be especially trial-
some when life seems more difficult than it
was before a person moved. When the peo-
ple of Judah became exiles, they lamented:
“By the rivers of Babylon—there we sat
down. We also wept when we remembered
Zion. How can we sing the song of Jehovah
upon foreign ground?”—Psalm 137:1, 4.

Many things may provoke the melan-
choly of homesickness. Terri, who had left
Canada, says: “One day a family picture fell
out of a book. When | picked it up, a flood
of homesickness suddenly overwhelmed
me, and | cried.” Chris, who moved from
England to a much poorer country, admits:
“Just recognizing the tune of an old song or
the aroma of a familiar dish could make me
yearn for the things I left behind.”—Com-
pare Numbers 11:5.

Close family ties are often a contributing
factor. Roseli, a Brazilian now living in
a neighboring country, comments: “I feel
down when | get bad news from home and
I can’'t be there to help. Sometimes it is
worse when | get no news and start imag-
ining things.” Janice moved from North
America to a small town in the Amazonian
tropics. She says: “lI get homesick when |
hear good news from home. | hear how they
are having a good time together, and | wish
I could be with them.”

It is not just leaving people behind that
causes homesickness. Linda explains: “I
would get frustrated when | didn't know
where to buy things | needed. | didn’t know
the prices or how to barter. Owning a car
was too expensive, and | was always get-



ting knocked about as | struggled to board
crowded public transportation. This just
made me long for home.” Commenting on
the cultural and economic gap, Janet re-
marks: “It was the poverty that upset me.
I had never before seen people begging for
bread, or large families all living in one
room with no water.. .. Such things upset
me so much that | felt | couldn’t stay there
any longer.”

Coping With
Your Feelings

We should not feel em-
barrassed about having
strong emotional feel-
ings for people we love
or for the familiar sur-
roundings of our forma-
tive years. Jehovah God
gave us emotions so that
we could enjoy warm
personal relationships.
Christian overseers of
the congregation at Eph-
esus were emotionally
mature men. But what
happened when the apos-
tle Paul’'s visit with them
drew to an end? Why,
“quite a bit of weeping broke out among
them all, and they fell upon Paul’'s neck
and tenderly kissed him”! (Acts 20:37) Of
course, that incident did not involve home-
sickness. Yet, it does give us food for
thought. Itis normal to have feelings, but we
should not let them control us. How, then,
can you successfully cope with homesick-
ness?

Learning to speak the local language is a
key to feeling settled. Feelings of homesick-
ness may be heightened when communica-
tion is hampered because you have to deal

Homesickness does not
need to interfere with the
Christian ministry

with a foreign tongue. If possible, there-
fore, learn to read and speak the language
of the region before you move there. Other-
wise, concentrate on language studies dur-
ing the first few weeks after you arrive.
That is when you have the strongest moti-
vation and thus the best prospect of learn-
ing it. If you devote these weeks chiefly to
language study, you will soon be enjoying
conversations, and that
can help to allay feelings
of homesickness.

Make new friends as
quickly as possible, for
this will help you to feel
at home. The congrega-
tion of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses is the best place
to make real friends.
Take the initiative and
be interested in others.
Make an effort to get to
know their background,
their family, their prob-
lems, and their inter-
ests. Invite fellow believ-
ers to your home. In
turn, you will find that
others will take an inter-
est in you.

Among God’s people, friendships can be
as close as family ties. Jesus said: “Who-
ever does the will of God, this one is my
brother and sister and mother.” (Mark
3:35) Christ also assured his followers: “No
one has left house or brothers or sisters or
mother or father or children or fields for my
sake and for the sake of the good news who
will not get a hundredfold now in this peri-
od of time, houses and brothers and sisters
and mothers and children and fields, with
persecutions, and in the coming system of
things everlasting life.” (Mark 10:29, 30)
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With such a wonderful spiritual brother-
hood, we are not alone, even in a new land.

Maintaining friendships with those back
home can also help you to cope with home-
sickness. You may be surprised to find that
now that you have moved, communication
by letter is especially meaningful, since you
will probably give considerable thought to
your words. There will be exciting things
to say. Janet, mentioned earlier, suggests:
“Long-distance telephone calls are expen-
sive, but sending a recorded cassette tape
through the mail is relatively cheap. Talk-
ing to a machine feels strange at first. Yet,
if you converse with someone with the mi-
crophone between you, it is easy and inter-
esting.” You might also ask to receive a
cassette recording in return.

Shirley, who emigrated from the United
States to Latin America 25 years ago, says:
“l always write about upbuilding experienc-
es rather than problems. This encourages
others to keep writing to me.” Be careful,
however. Too much letter-writing can hold
you back from making new friends. Del,
who moved from Canada to another coun-
try, says: “Avoid staying at home and mop-
ing over the things you miss. Rather, go out
and enjoy your new location.”

Get to know the new land’s customs, his-
tory, humor, and places of interest and
beauty. This will help you not to dwell on
negative factors. And if you intend to stay
where you have moved to, it is best not to
visit your homeland too soon or too often.
It takes time to form new friendships and
get used to new surroundings. Extended
visits back home interrupt that process.
Once you have put down new roots, you can
enjoy going home for a visit—and then re-
turning. In the meantime, keep busy in
building up an attachment to your new
home.
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Keep Looking Forward

Jehovah gave us the whole earth as our
home. (Psalm 115:16) With a joyful Chris-
tian spirit, life can be pleasant in any land.
If you move in order to promote Kingdom
interests and preach the good news in an-
other country or elsewhere in your home-
land, do so with happy anticipation. Look
forward to making new friends, learning
about different customs, making disciples,
or doing rewarding things in God’s service.

Jehovah God is one Friend who will al-
ways be with you, no matter where you are.
(Psalm 94:14; 145:14, 18) So keep close to
him in prayer. (Romans 12:12) This will
help you to bear in mind your purpose in
life as a servant of God. Abraham and Sa-
rah kept their purpose in mind when they
left their comfortable home in the city of
Ur. In obedience to Jehovah's command,
they left behind friends and relatives. (Acts
7:2-4) If they had kept remembering and
longing for the place they had left, they
would have had opportunity to return. But
they were reaching out for a better place
—ultimately life on a paradise earth un-
der God's heavenly Kingdom.—Hebrews
11:15, 16.

Preaching in foreign fields or where the
need for Kingdom proclaimers is greater
in your homeland can be quite challenging.
But it is also a fruitful and most rewarding
work. (John 15:8) And if negative thoughts
should temporarily engulf you, they can be
overcome by keeping your goal in mind and
looking ahead. An unmarried missionary
sister said: “When | feel sadness coming
over me, | try to think about the new world
and how all of mankind will be one family.”
Pleasant thoughts like these can help you
maintain your joy and not succumb to
homesickness.



Good News From Malawi!

N NOVEMBER 15, 1993, the Watch
O Tower Bible and Tract Society of

Pennsylvania was officially regis-
tered in the southeast African country of
Malawi. This will give Jehovah's Witnesses
legal recognition and freedom to preach Bi-
ble truths to the people of Malawi.

Back in 1948, a branch
office of the Watch Tower
Society was established
in Malawi to coordinate
the work of Jehovah’s
Witnesses in that land.

On January 8, 1957, the
Watch Tower Society was
registered there for the
first time. For several
years Jehovah's Witness-
es enjoyed rapid growth.
But violent persecution
broke out in 1964. Why?

In obedience to God, Jehovah’'s Witness-
es maintained strict neutrality in politics.
(John 17:16) Evidently, some did not quite
understand this Scriptural position and
misrepresented the Witnesses as a radical
religion and as outlaws. Hence, some felt
justified in persecuting these peace-loving
Christians. Many Witnesses were fired from
their jobs, beaten, and otherwise humiliat-
ed. Some were forcibly separated from their
children.

In 1972 more than 30,000 Witnesses and
some who were studying the Bible with
them had to leave the country for fear of
losing their lives. Thousands settled in ref-
ugee camps in neighboring Mozambique.
But in 1975 these refugees were sent back to
Malawi, where they had to face further per-
secution. Many were placed in concentra-

tion camps. Amid this turmoil, the Watch
Tower Society was struck off the official list
of legal organizations in Malawi. Since then
Jehovah's Witnesses and their legal organi-
zations have been under ban in that land.

Despite all of these developments, the
Witnesses did not retaliate. They never

formed mobs or rioted in
protest against the gov-
ernment. Instead, they
prayerfully maintained
their Christian obliga-
tion to show proper honor
and respect for the gov-
ernmental “superior au-
thorities.” (Romans 13:
1-7; 1 Timothy 2:1, 2)
The Witnesses also up-
held the high standards
of Christian living set
forth in the Bible and
have thus set an excellent example in con-
duct.

With their newly acquired freedom, Jeho-
vah's Witnesses in Malawi are determined
to continue preaching Bible truths urgently,
“in favorable season.”—2 Timothy 4:2.

In Our Next Issue

Why Be Interested in Religion?
Have You Found the Right Religion?

"Jesus Christ Is Lord"
— How and When?
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“Jehovah’s Witnesses
Protected Me!”

URING these last days, many have proved themselves to
be “fierce, without love of goodness.” (2 Timothy 3:
1,3) Isaac, avolunteer minister at abranch office of the Watch
Tower Society in West Africa, found this to be true. He relates:

“In January 1992, | was traveling on a deserted stretch of road in a communal taxi
with five other passengers. | struck up a conversation with the woman sitting next to
me, and she gladly accepted a Bible-based brochure from me.

“Suddenly, at about four o’clock in the afternoon, a new car without license plates
cut in front of us, and our car screeched to a halt. Three hefty men, each with a rifle,
jumped out of the other car and yanked our doors open. ‘Get out, all of you,’ one of
them roared.

“Another man grabbed my book bag. When he saw that it contained only Bible
literature, he flung the bag away. ‘What else do you have? he asked, pointing his gun
at me. | quickly gave him the money in my wallet. ‘Is this all?’ he asked. | told him
that 1 was one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and that the Witnesses do not tell lies. He
snatched my wallet from me, saw my Watch Tower identification card and then said,
‘Ok, Watchtower. Wait here.’

“Next, he turned to the lady | had conversed with in the taxi. She hastily took off
her necklace and gave him the money in her purse. When the highwayman noticed
the brochure in her trembling hand, he assumed we were together, and so he motioned
her to stay with me.

“Meanwhile, the other armed bandits ferociously attacked our fellow travelers. They
beat and robbed the driver and the other man journeying with us. One robber grabbed
at the second woman’s necklace. When she resisted, they viciously struck her on the
head and chest with rifle butts until she was dead. The third woman they dragged out
of the vehicle and shot in the chest. Regrettably, she too died. Only | and the young
woman with me were left completely unharmed.

“When we were picked up later by a passing motorist, the terrified woman kept
repeating, ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses protected me!’”



