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Jerry Hoefer/Fort V

Cults—What Are They?

BRUARY 28, 1993—more than a
FEhundred law-enforcement agents

raided a compound of buildings hous-
ing dozens of men, women, and children.
The object was to search for illegal weap-
ons and to arrest a suspected criminal. The
agents, however, were caught by surprise
when a hail of bullets came flying toward
them from inside the buildings. They re-
turned the fire.

This confrontation left ten dead and sev-
eral wounded. During the following 50 days,
hundreds of government agents laid siege

to the compound with enough
guns to wage a small
| war. The standoff

r Telegram/Sipa Press

ended in a showdown that left 86 dead, in-
cluding at least 17 children.

But who was the enemy? An army of
drug-dealing mobsters? A guerrilla faction?
No. As you may know, the “enemy” was a
group of religious devotees, members of a
cult. Their tragedy made an inconspicuous
community on the plains of central Texas,
U.S.A., the focus of international attention.
The news media flooded the airwaves and
the printed page with a barrage of reports,
analyses, and comments on the dangers of
fanatical cults.

The public was reminded of previous in-
stances in which cult members were led to
death by their leaders: the 1969 Manson
murders in California; the 1978 mass sui-
cide of cult members in Jonestown, Guyana,;
the 1987 murder-suicide pact engineered by
cult leader Park Soon-ja of Korea, which
resulted in the death of 32 members. Signif-
icantly, most of these people claimed to be
Christians and professed belief in the Bible.
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Understandably, many who respect the
Bible as the Word of God are appalled at the
brazen misuse of the Scriptures by these
cults. As a result, over the years hundreds
of organizations have been established for
the purpose of monitoring cults and ex-
posing their dangerous practices. Experts
on cult behavior predict that the coming of
a new millennium in a few years may trig-
ger the proliferation of cults. One news
magazine noted that according to anticult
groups, there are thousands of cults “out
there poised to snatch your body, control
your mind, corrupt your soul. . .. Few are
armed but most are considered dangerous.
They'll seduce you and fleece you, marry
and bury you.”

What Is a Cult?

The term “cult” is used loosely by many
who may not be fully aware of its connota-
tions. To prevent confusion, some theolo-
gians actually avoid using the term.

The World Book Encyclopedia explains
that “traditionally, the term cult referred to
any form of worship or ritual observance.”
By that criterion, all religious organiza-
tions could be classified as cults. However,
in general usage today, the word “cult” has
adifferent meaning. The same encyclopedia
notes that “since the mid-1900’s, publicity
about cults has altered the meaning of the
term. Today, the term is applied to groups
that follow a living leader who promotes
new and unorthodox doctrines and prac-
tices.”

Endorsing the popular usage of the term,
Newsweek magazine explains that cults
“are normally small, fringe groups whose
members derive their identity and purpose
from asingle, charismatic individual.” Sim-
ilarly, Asiaweek magazine notes that “the
term [cult] itself is vague, but it usually
denotes a new religious creed built around
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a charismatic leader, who often proclaims
himself to be the personification of God.”

The language used in ajoint resolution of
the 100th Congress of the State of Mary-
land, U.S.A., also conveys the derogatory
connotation of the term cult. The resolution
states that “a cult is a group or movement
exhibiting excessive devotion to a person or
idea and employing unethically manipula-
tive techniques of persuasion and control to
advance the goals of its leaders.”

Clearly, cults are generally understood to
be religious groups with radical views and
practices that clash with what is accepted
today as normal social behavior. Usually
they conduct their religious activities in se-
crecy. Many of these cultic groups actually
isolate themselves in communes. Their de-
votion to a self-proclaimed human leader is
likely to be unconditional and exclusive. Of-
ten these leaders boast of having been di-
vinely chosen or even of being themselves
divine in nature.

Occasionally, anticult organizations and
the media have referred to Jehovah's Wit-
nesses as a cult. A number of recent news-
paper articles lump the Witnesses with re-
ligious groups known for their questionable
practices. But would it be accurate to refer
to Jehovah’'s Witnesses as a small fringe
religious group? Cult members often isolate
themselves from friends, family, and even
society in general. Is that the case with Je-
hovah’'s Witnesses? Are the Witnesses us-
ing deceptive and unethical techniques to
recruit members?

Cult leaders are known to use manipula-
tive methods to control the minds of their
followers. Is there any evidence that Jeho-
vah’'s Witnesses do this? Is their worship
cloaked in secrecy? Are they following and
venerating a human leader? Pointedly, are
Jehovah’s Witnesses a cult?



AreJehovah’s Witnesses a Cult?

SUS CHRIST was accused of being a
drunkard, a glutton, a Sabbath breaker,
a false witness, a blasphemer of God,

and a messenger of Satan. He was also ac-

cused of being subversive.—Matthew 9:34;
11:19; 12:24; 26:65; John 8:13; 9:16; 19:12.

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, his
disciples were likewise the target of serious
accusations. One group of first-century
Christians were dragged to the city rulers
by people crying out: ‘These men have over-
turned the inhabited earth.” (Acts 17:6) On
another occasion the apostle Paul and his
companion Silas were taken to the author-
ities and charged with greatly disturbing
the city of Philippi.—Acts 16:20.

Paul was later accused of being a “pesti-
lent fellow and stirring up seditions among
all the Jews throughout the inhabited
earth” and of trying “to profane the tem-
ple.” (Acts 24:5, 6) The principal men of the
Jews in Rome accurately described the
situation of Jesus’ followers when they ac-
knowledged: “For truly as regards this sect
it is known to us that everywhere it is spo-
ken against.”—Acts 28:22.

Evidently, this new group established by
Jesus Christ was considered by some to be
a religious group with radical views and
practices that clashed with what was ac-
cepted in those days as normal social be-
havior. Undoubtedly, many today would
have considered the Christians a destruc-
tive cult. The accusers were often promi-
nent and respected members of the commu-
nity, and this seems to have added weight
to the allegations. Many believed the accu-
sations against Jesus and his disciples. Yet,

as you probably know, every one of these
charges was false! The fact that people said
these things did not make them true.

What about today? Would it be accurate
to refer to Jehovah's Witnesses as a reli-
gious group with radical views and prac-
tices that clash with what is accepted as
normal social behavior? Are Jehovah's Wit-
nesses a cult?

What the Evidence Shows

A government official of the city of St. Pe-
tersburg, Russia, explained: “Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses were presented to us as some kind of
underground sect sitting in the darkness
and slaughtering children and Kkilling them-
selves.” However, the people of Russia have
recently become better acquainted with the
true nature of the Witnesses. After work-
ing with Jehovah's Witnesses in connection
with an international convention, the same
official observed: “Now | see normal, smiling
people, even better than many people | know.
They are peaceful and calm, and they love
one another very much.” He added: “I really
do not understand why people tell such lies
about them.”

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not hold ritualis-
tic meetings, nor is their worship cloaked in
secrecy. Non-Witness author Julia Mitchell
Corbett notes: “When they meet, usually
more than once a week, in Kingdom Halls
(their meeting sites are not called church-
es), most of their time is spent in Bi-
ble study and discussion.” Their meeting
places are clearly marked with a sign. The
meetings are open, and the general public is
invited to attend. Unannounced guests are
more than welcome.

THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 15, 1994 5



The “Witnesses have earned the reputa-
tion of being honest, courteous, and indus-
trious,” adds Corbett in her book in
America. Many who are not Witnesses readi-
ly acknowledge that there is nothing freak-
ish or bizarre about Jehovah's Witnesses.
Their conduct does not clash with what is
accepted as normal social behavior. The New
Encyclopaedia Britannica accurately states
that the Witnesses “insist upon a high moral
code in personal conduct.”

The director of news and special projects
for a television station in the United States
wrote to Jehovah’'s Witnesses in response to
a biased report about the Witnesses on the
TV news show 60 Minutes. He said: “If more
people lived the way your faith does, this
nation wouldn’t be in the shape itis in. I am
one newsman who knows that your organi-
zation is founded on love and a strong faith
in the Creator. | want you to know that not
all News people are as biased.”

A Well-Known Religion

Is it fair to say that Jehovah’'s Witness-
es are a small fringe religious group? In a
sense, Jehovah’s Witnesses are few in num-
ber compared to some religions. However,
recall what Jesus said: “Narrow is the gate
and cramped the road leading off into life,
and few are the ones finding it.”—Matthew
7:13, 14

At any rate, the Witnesses are far from
being a small fringe cult. In the spring of
1993, more than 11 million people attended
the Witnesses’ Memorial of Christ’s death.
But more important than their number are
their moral character and exemplary behav-
ior, which have brought them worldwide
commendation. Undoubtedly this has been
a factor in countries that have given them
official recognition as a known, bona fide
religion.

Outstanding is a recent ruling by the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights. It declared
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that the Witnesses should enjoy freedom of
thought, conscience, and religion and that
they have the right to speak about their
faith and teach it to others. This would
hardly be the case if Jehovah’'s Witnesses
were known to use deceptive and unethical
techniques to recruit members or if they
used manipulative methods to control the
minds of their followers.

Multitudes around the world are well ac-
quainted with Jehovah's Witnesses. Of the
millions of non-Witnesses who are studying
the Bible with the Witnesses or who have
studied with them at one time or another,
we ask, Were there any attempts to brain-
wash you? Did the Witnesses employ mind-
control technigues on you? “No” would
doubtless be your frank response. Obvious-
ly, if these methods had been used, there
would be an overwhelming number of vic-
tims in contradiction to any argument in
favor of Jehovah's Witnesses.

“Absorbed in Humanity”

Cult members often isolate themselves
from family, friends, and even society in
general. Is that the case with Jehovah's
Witnesses? “lI do not belong to Jehovah's
Witnesses,” wrote a newsman in the Czech
Republic. Yet he added: “It is obvious
that they [Jehovah’'s Witnesses] have tre-
mendous moral strength. . . . They recog-
nize governmental authorities but believe
that only God's Kingdom is capable of solv-
ing all human problems. But watch it—they
are not fanatics. They are people who are
absorbed in humanity.”

And they do not live in communes, isolat-
ing themselves from relatives and others.
Jehovah’'s Witnesses recognize that it is
their Scriptural responsibility to love and
care for their families. They live and work
with people of all races and religions. When
disasters strike, they are quick to respond



with relief supplies and other humanitarian
assistance.

More important, they are engaged in an
educational program that has no compari-
son. How many religions have an organized
system to pay personal visits to every indi-
vidual in their community? Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses do this in more than 200 lands and in
more than 200 languages! Clearly, Jehovah'’s
Witnesses are “absorbed in humanity.”

Strict Adherence to the Bible

Admittedly, the teachings of Jehovah's
Witnesses are different from those provided
by the churches. Jehovah’'s Witnesses be-
lieve that Jehovah is the almighty God and
that Jesus is his Son, not part of a triune
deity. Their faith is anchored in the belief
that God’s Kingdom alone can bring relief
to suffering humanity. They warn people of
the imminent destruction of this corrupt
system of things. They preach about God’s
promise of an earthly paradise for obedient
mankind. They do not venerate the cross.
They do not celebrate Christmas. They be-
lieve that the soul is mortal and that there
is no hellfire. They will not eat blood, nor
will they accept blood transfusions. They
abstain from involvement in politics and
participation in warfare. Have you ever
asked yourself why the teachings of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses are so different?

A Massachusetts newspaper, the Daily
Hampshire Gazette, explains that Jehovah's
Witnesses’ “strict interpretation of the Bi-
ble forbids many activities others take for
granted . . . , all in an effort to follow the
example of first-century Christians and the
word of the Bible.” The Encyclopedia of Re-
ligion agrees that “all that they believe is
based on the Bible. They ‘proof text’ (that
is, supply a biblical citation to support) al-
most every statement of faith, taking for
granted the authority of the Bible, which

entirely supplants tradition.” The book Re-
ligion in America states: “The group has
never wavered from its focus on Bible
study, and its teachings are supported by
an elaborate system of references to scrip-
ture.”

Who Is Their Leader?

It is precisely because of this close adher-
ence to Bible teachings that the veneration
and idolization of human leaders so charac-
teristic of cults today is not to be found
among Jehovah’'s Witnesses. They reject
the concept of aclergy-laity distinction. The
Encyclopedia of Religion aptly states about
Jehovah's Witnesses: “A clergy class and
distinctive titles are prohibited.”

They follow Jesus Christ as their Leader
and as Head of the Christian congregation.
It was Jesus who said: “Do not you be called
Rabbi, for one is your teacher, whereas
all you are brothers. Moreover, do not call
anyone your father on earth, for one is
your Father, the heavenly One. Neither be
called ‘leaders,” for your Leader is one, the
Christ.”—Matthew 23:8-12.

Itis clear that Jehovah’s Witnesses are as
far from being a cult as Jesus was from
being a glutton and a drunkard. Admitted-
ly, not everyone who was influenced by the
false reports about Jesus and his disciples
fell into the trap of slandering him. Some
may simply have been misinformed. If you
have questions about Jehovah’'s Witnesses
and their beliefs, why not get to know them
better? The doors to their Kingdom Halls
are wide open to all who seek truth.

You can also benefit from their careful
search for accurate Bible knowledge and
learn how to worship God in harmony with
Jesus’ words: “The hour is coming, and it is
now, when the true worshipers will worship
the Father with spirit and truth, for, in-
deed, the Father is looking for suchlike ones
to worship him.”—John 4:23.
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"WHAT WILL BE THE SIGN
OF YOUR PRESENCE?”

“ When

willthese things be, and what will be the sign ofyour presence

and of the conclusion of the system ofthings - —matrHew 24:3.

ture Shock, Professor Alvin Toffler
noted “the sudden proliferation of organiza-
tions devoted to the study of the future.” He
added: ‘We have seen the creation of future-
oriented think tanks; the appearance of fu-
turist journals in England, France, Italy,
Germany and the United States; the spread
of university courses in forecasting.’ Toffler
concluded: “Of course, no one can ‘know’ the
future in any absolute sense.”

OST people are interested in the
M future. Are you? In his book Fu-

1, 2. What shows that people are interested in
the future?

2The book Signs of Things to Come says:
“Palmistry, crystal gazing, astrology, card
reading, I Ching are all techniques of more
or less complexity to give us some idea of
what our particular future might hold.” But
instead of turning to human methods, we do
better to look to a proven source—Jehovah.

3The true God stated: “Just as | have fig-
ured, so it must occur; and just as | have
counseled, that is what will come true.”
(Isaiah 14:24, 27; 42:9) Yes, Jehovah has
been able to counsel mankind about what

3. Why is it fitting to look to God for knowledge
of the future?



will happen, often doing so through human
spokesmen. One of these prophets wrote:
“Jehovah will not do a thing unless he has
revealed his confidential matter to his ser-
vants the prophets.”—Amos 3.7, 8; 2 Peter
120, 21

4Jesus Christ was God’s foremost proph-
et. (Hebrews 1:1, 2) Let us focus on one of
Jesus’ key prophecies that foretells things
occurring around us now. This prophecy also
offers us insight into what will soon occur as
the present wicked system ends and God
replaces it with an earthly paradise.

5Jesus proved that he was a prophet.
(Mark 6:4; Luke 13:33; 24:19; John 4:19;
6:14; 9:17) Thus, it is understandable why
his apostles, sitting with him on the Mount
of Olives overlooking Jerusalem, would ask
him about the future: “When will these
things be, and what will be the sign of your
presence and of the conclusion of the sys-
tem of things?”— Matthew 24:3; Mark 13:4.

4, 5. (a) Why can Jesus be of help as respects
the future? (b) What compound inquiry did his
apostles make?

6You will find their question and Jesus’
reply in Matthew chapter 24, Mark chap-
ter 13, and Luke chapter 21.* In many re-
spects the accounts are complementary, but
they are not identical. For example, only
Luke mentions ‘pestilences in one place af-
ter another.’ (Luke 21:10,11; Matthew 24:7;
Mark 13:8) Logically, we should ask, Was
Jesus foretelling events just within his
hearers’ lifetime, or did he include our time
and what the future holds for us?

The Apostles Wanted to Know
7Just days before he was Killed, Jesus de-
clared that God had rejected Jerusalem, the
Jews’ capital. The city and its grand temple
would be destroyed. Some of the apostles
then asked for a ‘sign of Jesus’ presence and

* Portions of these chapters can be found in the
chart on pages 14 and 15; dotted lines mark off
parallel sections.

6. What is the relationship between Matthew 24,
Mark 13, and Luke 21; and what question should
keenly interest us?

7. What did the apostles particularly ask about,
but what was the scope of Jesus’ reply?

S \ VA



the conclusion of the system of things.’
(Matthew 23:37-24:3) Undoubtedly they
had in mind primarily the Jewish system
and Jerusalem, for they did not grasp the
scope of what lay ahead. But in answering
them Jesus looked far beyond what occurred
up to and including 70 C.E. when the Ro-
mans destroyed Jerusalem.—Luke 19:11;
Acts 1:6, 7.

8As you can read in the
three Gospel accounts, Je-
sus spoke of nation rising
against nation and king-
dom against kingdom,
food shortages, earth-
quakes, fearful sights, and
heavenly signs. In the
years between Jesus’ giv-
ing of that sign (33 C.E.)
and the desolation of Jeru-
salem (66-70 C.E.), false
prophets and false Christs
would arise. The Jews
would persecute the Chris-
tians, who were preaching
Jesus’ message.

9These features of the
sign actually occurred, even as historian
Flavius Josephus confirms. He writes that
before the Romans ever attacked, false Mes-
siahs instigated rebellion. There were ter-
rible earthquakes in Judea and elsewhere.
Wars broke out in many parts of the Roman
Empire. Were there major famines? Yes, in-
deed. (Compare Acts 11:27-30.) What of the
Kingdom preaching work? By 60 or 61 C.E.,
when the book of Colossians was written,
“the hope of that good news” of God’s King-

8. What were some of the developments that
Jesus foretold?

9. How did Jesus’ prophecy find fulfillment in
the first century C.E.?
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The tribulation in 70 C.E.

was the greatest that n
Jerusalem and the Jewish
system ever experienced

dom had been heard widely in Africa, Asia,
and Europe.*—Colossians 1:23.

“THEN” the End

10 Insome respects Jesus presented events

as occurring in sequence. He said: “This
good news of the kingdom will be preached
., and then the end will come.” Bibles in
English frequently use “then” with the sim-
ple meaning of “therefore”
or “but.” (Mark 4:15,17; 13:
23) However, at Matthew
24:14, “then” is based on
the Greek adverb H#
Greek experts explain that
to'te is a “demonstrative
adverb of time” used “to in-
troduce that which follows
in time” or “to introduce a
subsequent event.” Jesus
thus predicted that there
would be Kingdom preach-
ing and then (‘after that’ or
‘subsequently’) “the end”
would come. Which end?

sus’ prophecy can be found
in the events leading up to
the end of the Jewish sys-
tem. The wars, earthquakes, food short-
ages, and so on, that Jesus foretold occurred
over a period of three decades. Yet, com-
mencing with Matthew 24:15, Mark 13:14,
and Luke 21:20, we read of events that
were directly linked to imminent destruc-

* For historical citations of these events, see The
Watchtower of January 15, 1970, pages 43-5.

# To'te appears over 80 times in Matthew (9 times
in chapter 24) and 15 times in the book of Luke.
Mark used to'te only six times, but four of those
involved “the sign.”

10. Why should we take note of the Greek word
to'te, and what is its significance?

11. How did Jesus focus on events directly
linked to the destruction of Jerusalem?

One fulfillm



tion, when the end was at the doorstep.
—Note the single dotted line on the chart.

P2 Responding to a Jewish revolt in
66 C.E., Romans under Cestius Gallus
marched against Jerusalem, surrounding
this city that the Jews considered holy.
(Matthew 5:35) Despite Jewish counter-
attacks, the Romans forced entry into the
city. They thus began “standing in a holy
place,” true to Jesus’ prediction at Matthew
24:15 and Mark 13:14. Then there was a
surprising development. Though they had
surrounded the city, the Romans suddenly
withdrew. Christians immediately recog-
nized the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy, and
the withdrawal allowed them to flee from
Judea into the mountains across the Jor-
dan. History says they did so.

BBut if the Romans withdrew from
around Jerusalem, why did anyone need to
flee? Jesus’ words showed that what had
occurred proved ‘that the desolating of Je-
rusalem was near.” (Luke 21:20) Yes, deso-
lating. He foretold ‘a tribulation such as had
not occurred from the beginning and would
not occur again.” About three and a half
years later, in 70 C.E., Jerusalem actually
did experience “great tribulation” from the
Roman armies under General Titus. (Mat-
thew 24:21; Mark 13:19) Why, though,
would Jesus describe this as a tribulation
greater than any before or since?

U Jerusalem was ravaged by the Babylo-
nians in 607 B.C.E., and the city has seen
horrible fighting in our present century.
Still, what occurred in 70 C.E. was uniquely

12. How were the Roman armies involved in the
fulfillment of Matthew 24:15?

13. Why were Christians able to heed Jesus’
warning to flee?

14. Why can we say that what happened to
Jerusalem in 70 C.E. was “great tribulation”
such as had not occurred before nor has hap-
pened since?

a great tribulation. In a campaign of about
five months, Titus’ warriors defeated the
Jews. They killed some 1,100,000 and took
nearly 100,000 into captivity. Moreover, the
Romans demolished Jerusalem. This proved
that the Jewish system of formerly ap-
proved worship that centered on the temple
had permanently ended. (Hebrews 1:2) Yes,
the events of 70 C.E. could rightly be con-
sidered ‘tribulation such as has not oc-
curred [on that city, nation, and system]
since the world’'s beginning, no, nor will oc-
cur again.'—Matthew 24:21.*

As Prophesied, More Was to Follow

5 Jesus, however, did not limit his predic-

tion to the tribulation in the first century.
The Bible shows that much was to follow
that tribulation, as is suggested by the use
of to'te, or “then,” at Matthew 24:23 and
Mark 13:21. What would develop in the pe-
riod following 70 C.E.? After the tribulation
on the Jewish system, more false Christs
and false prophets would appear. (Compare
Mark 13:6 with 13:21-23.) History confirms
that such individuals have arisen over the
centuries since Jerusalem’s destruction in
70 C.E., though they have not misled people
who have sharp spiritual vision and who
have been looking to “the presence” of
Christ. (Matthew 24:27, 28) Nevertheless,
these developments after the great tribula-
tion of 70 C.E. form one indication that Je-
sus was looking beyond that tribulation,
which was only an initial fulfillment.

*British author Matthew Henry commented:
“The destruction of Jerusalem by the Chaldeans was
very terrible, but this exceeded it. It threatened a
universal slaughter of all . . . the Jews.”

15. (a) Jesus foretold what sort of developments
to come after the tribulation on Jerusalem?
(b) In view of Matthew 24:23-28, what must we
conclude about the fulfillment of Jesus’ proph-
ecy?
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61f we compare Matthew 24:15-28 and
Mark 13:14-23 with Luke 21:20-24, we find
a second indication that Jesus’ prediction
extended beyond the destruction of Jerusa-
lem. Recall that Luke alone had mentioned
pestilences. Similarly, he alone closed this
section with Jesus’ words: “Jerusalem will
be trampled on by the nations, until the
appointed times of the nations [“times of
the Gentiles,” King James Version] are ful-
filled.”* (Luke 21:24) The Babylonians re-
moved the Jews’ last king in 607 B.C.E., and
after that, Jerusalem, standing for God's
Kingdom, was trampled on. (2 Kings 25:
1-26; 1 Chronicles 29:23; Ezekiel 21:25-27)
At Luke 21:24, Jesus indicated that the sit-
uation would persist into the future until
the time came for God to reestablish a King-
dom.

I7Here is a third indication that Jesus
was pointing also to a distant fulfillment:
According to the Scriptures, the Messiah
was to die and be resurrected, whereupon
he would sit at God’s right hand until the
Father sent him forth subduing. (Psalm
110:1, 2) Jesus alluded to his having to sit
at his Father’sright hand. (Mark 14:62) The
apostle Paul confirmed that the resurrected
Jesus was at Jehovah'’s right hand awaiting
the time to be King and God’s Executioner.
—Romans 8:34; Colossians 3:1; Hebrews
10:12, 13.

*Many see in Luke’'s account a shift after Luke
21:24. Dr. Leon Morris notes: “Jesus goes on to
speak of the times of the Gentiles. ... In the opinion
of most scholars attention now moves to the coming
of the Son of man.” Professor R. Ginns writes: “The
Coming of the Son of Man— (Mt 24:29-31; Mk 13:
24-27). The mention of the ‘times of the Gentiles’
provides an introduction to this theme; [Luke’s]
perspective is now carried beyond the ruin of Jeru-
salem into the future.”

16. Luke 21:24 adds what aspect to Jesus’ proph-
ecy, and what significance does this have?

17. We have what third indication that Jesus’
prophecy was to reach into the distant future?
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BFor a fourth and conclusive indication
that Jesus’ prophecy about the conclusion
of the system of things applies beyond the
first century, we can turn to Revelation
chapter 6. Writing decades after 70 C.E.,
the apostle John described a compelling
scene of active horsemen. (Revelation 6:2-8)
This prophetic view into “the Lord’s day”
—the day of his presence—identifies our
20th century as a time of notable warfare
(verse 4), widespread food shortages (vers-
es 5 and 6), and “deadly plague” (verse 8).
Clearly, this parallels what Jesus said in the
Gospels and proves that his prophecy has a
greater fulfillment in this ‘day of the Lord.’
—Revelation 1:10.

DInformed people acknowledge that the
composite sign foretold at Matthew 24:7-14
and Revelation 6:2-8 has been manifest
since the first outbreak of world war in
1914. Jehovah’s Witnesses have announced
worldwide that Jesus’ prophecy is now hav-
ing its second and greater fulfillment,
as evidenced by brutal wars, devastating
earthquakes, tragic famines, and rampant
diseases. On this last point, U.S.News &
World Report (July 27, 1992) said: “The
AIDS epidemic ... is sending millions of
victims to their death and may soon become
the most costly and catastrophic plague
in history. The Black Death killed about
25 million suffering souls in the 14th cen-
tury. But by the year 2000, 30 million to
110 million people will be carrying HIV,
the virus that causes AIDS, up from some
12 million today. In the absence of a cure,
all face certain death.”

DWhat, then, are we to conclude about
how Jesus answered the apostles’ inquiry?
His prophecy accurately foretold things

18, 19. What bearing does Revelation 6:2-8 have
on the parallel prophecy in the Gospels?

20. What would the initial fulfillment of Mat-
thew 24:4-22 cover, but what other fulfillment is
clear?



leading up to and encompassing the de-
struction of Jerusalem, and it mentioned
some things to follow 70 C.E. But most of
this was to have a second and greater ful-
fillment in the future, leading up to a great
tribulation that would end the present
wicked system of things. This means that
Jesus’ prediction at Matthew 24:4-22, and
the parallels in Mark and Luke, were ful-
filled from 33 C.E. through the tribulation
of 70 C.E. Yet, the same verses would have
a second fulfillment, which would include a
greater tribulation in the future. This larg-
er fulfillment is with us; we can see it daily.*

Leading Up to What?

21 Jesus did not end his prophecy with
mention of false prophets performing de-
ceptive signs during the long period before
‘the appointed times of the nations would be
fulfilled.” (Luke 21:24; Matthew 24:23-26;
Mark 13:21-23) He went on to tell of other
startling things to occur, things observed
earth wide. These would be associated with
the coming of the Son of man in power and
glory. Mark 13:24-27 is representative of his
continued prophecy:

2“But in those days, after that tribula-
tion, the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will be
falling out of heaven, and the powers that
are in the heavens will be shaken. And then

* Professor Walter L. Liefeld writes: “It is cer-
tainly possible to assume that Jesus’ predictions
incorporated two phases: (1) the events of A.D. 70
involving the temple and (2) those in the distant
future, described in more apocalyptic terms.” The
commentary edited by J. R. Dummelow says: “Many
of the most serious difficulties of this great dis-
course disappear when it is realised that our Lord
referred in it not to one event but to two, and that
the first was typical of the second. . . . [Luke] 21:24
especially, which speaks of ‘the times of the Gen-
tiles,” . . . places an indefinite interval between the
fall of Jerusalem and the end of the world.”

21, 22. Where do we find prophetic indication
that additional developments were to come?

they will see the Son of man coming in
clouds with great power and glory. And
then he will send forth the angels and will
gather his chosen ones together from the
four winds, from earth’s extremity to heav-
en’s extremity.”

2B The Son of man, the resurrected Je-

sus Christ, did not come in that spectacu-
lar manner following the destructive end of
the Jewish system in 70 C.E. Certainly all
the tribes of the earth did not recognize
him, as Matthew 24:30 notes, nor did heav-
enly angels then gather all the anointed
Christians from the entire earth. So when
would this additional part of Jesus’ stupen-
dous prophecy be fulfilled? Is it finding ful-
fillment in what is going on around us now,
or does it, rather, provide divine insight
into things that we can expect in the near
future? We should certainly want to know,
for Luke records Jesus’ admonition: “As
these things start to occur, raise yourselves
erect and lift your heads up, because your
deliverance is getting near.”—Luke 21:28.

23. Why can we look for the fulfillment of Mat-
thew 24:29-31 long after the first century C.E.?

Do You Recall?

O Jesus' answer to the question at
Matthew 24:3 had what fulfillment
leading up to 70 C.E.?

O How does the use of the word to'te
help usto understand Jesus' prophecy?

O In what sense was there a first-
century "great tribulation™ such as
had not occurred previously?

O Luke refers to what two unique as-
pects of Jesus' prophecy that involve
us today?

O What indications point to a second
and greater fulfillment of the proph-
ecy at Matthew 24:4-227
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MATTHEW 24

4“Jesus said to them: ‘Look out that nobody
misleads you; 5for many will come on the basis
of my name, saying, “I am the Christ,” and
will mislead many. eYou are going to hear of
wars and reports of wars; see that you are not
terrified. For these things must take place, but
the end is not yet.

7“‘For nation will rise against nation and
kingdom against kingdom, and there will be
food shortages and earthquakes in one place af-
ter another. sAll these things are a beginning
of pangs of distress.

9 ‘“Then people will deliver you up to trib-
ulation and will kill you, and you will be ob-
jects of hatred by all the nations on account of
my name. 10Then, also, many will be stum-
bled and will betray one another and will hate
one another. 1And many false prophets will
arise and mislead many; 12and because of the
increasing of lawlessness the love of the greater
number will cool off. 13But he that has en-
dured to the end is the one that will be saved.
1And this good news of the kingdom will be
preached in all the inhabited earth for a witness
to all the nations; and then the end will
come.

15" ‘Therefore, when you catch sight of the
disgusting thing that causes desolation, as spo-
ken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in
a holy place, (let the reader use discernment,)
isthen let those in Judea begin fleeing to the
mountains. 17Let the man on the housetop not

MARK 13

5“So Jesus started to say to them: ‘Look out
that nobody misleads you. 6Many will come
on the basis of my name, saying, “I am he,”
and will mislead many. 7Moreover, when you
hear of wars and reports of wars, do not be ter-
rified; these things must take place, but the end
is not yet.

g8 “'For nation will rise against nation and
kingdom against kingdom, there will be earth-
quakes in one place after another, there will be
food shortages. These are a beginning of pangs
of distress.

9“‘As for you, look out for yourselves; peo-
ple will deliver you up to local courts, and you
will be beaten in synagogues and be put on the
stand before governors and kings for my sake,
for a witness to them. 10Also, in all the nations
the good news has to be preached first. "But
when they are leading you along to deliver you
up, do not be anxious beforehand about what
to speak; but whatever is given you in that
hour, speak this, for you are not the ones
speaking, but the holy spirit is. 12Furthermore,
brother will deliver brother over to death, and
a father a child, and children will rise up
against parents and have them put to death;
13and you will be objects of hatred by all peo-
ple on account of my name. But he that has
endured to the end is the one that will be
saved.

1“‘However, when you catch sight of the
disgusting thing that causes desolation standing
where it ought not (let the reader use discern-
ment), then let those in Judea begin fleeing to
the mountains. 15Let the man on the housetop
not come down, nor go inside to take anything

LUKE 21

8“He said: ‘Look out that you are not mis-
led; for many will come on the basis of my
name, saying, “l am he,” and, “The due time
has approached.” Do not go after them. ' Fur-
thermore, when you hear of wars and disor-
ders, do not be terrified. For these things must
occur first, but the end does not occur immedi-
ately.’

10“Then he went on to say to them: ‘Na-
tion will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom; "and there will be great
earthquakes, and in one place after another pes-
tilences and food shortages; and there will be
fearful sights and from heaven great signs.

12 “‘But before all these things people will lay
their hands upon you and persecute you, deliv-
ering you up to the synagogues and prisons,
you being haled before kings and governors for
the sake of my name. 131t will turn out to you
for a witness. 14Therefore settle it in your
hearts not to rehearse beforehand how to make
your defense, 1sfor | will give you a mouth and
wisdom, which all your opposers together will
not be able to resist or dispute. 1sMoreover,
you will be delivered up even by parents and
brothers and relatives and friends, and they
will put some of you to death; 17and you will
be objects of hatred by all people because of
my name. 18And yet not a hair of your heads
will by any means perish. 19By endurance on
your part you will acquire your souls.

20 “‘Furthermore, when you see Jerusalem
surrounded by encamped armies, then know
that the desolating of her has drawn near.
21 Then let those in Judea begin fleeing to the
mountains, and let those in the midst of her
withdraw, and let those in the country places
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come down to take the goods out of his house;
18and let the man in the field not return to the
house to pick up his outer garment. 19Woe to
the pregnant women and those suckling a baby
in those days! 20Keep praying that your flight
may not occur in wintertime, nor on the sab-
bath day; afor then there will be great
tribulation such as has not occurred since
the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will
occur again. 221In fact, unless those days were
cut short, no flesh would be saved; but on ac-
count of the chosen ones those days will be cut
short.

23* ‘Then if anyone says to you, “Look!
Here is the Christ,” or, “There!” do not believe
it. 24For false Christs and false prophets will
arise and will give great signs and wonders so as
to mislead, if possible, even the chosen ones.
25Look! | have forewarned you. 26Therefore, if
people say to you, “Look! He is in the wilder-
ness,” do not go out; “Look! He is in the inner
chambers,” do not believe it. 27For just as the
lightning comes out of eastern parts and shines
over to western parts, so the presence of the
Son of man will be. 28 Wherever the carcass is,
there the eagles will be gathered together.

20 ‘Immediately after the tribula-
tion of those days the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of
the heavens will be shaken. 30And then the
sign of the Son of man will appear in heaven,
and then all the tribes of the earth will beat
themselves in lamentation, and they will see
the Son of man coming on the clouds of heav-
en with power and great glory. 31t And he will
send forth his angels with a great trumpet
sound, and they will gather his chosen ones to-
gether from the four winds, from one extremi-
ty of the heavens to their other extremity.’”

out of his house; 16and let the man in the field
not return to the things behind to pick up his
outer garment. 17Woe to the pregnant women
and those suckling a baby in those days! 18Keep
praying that it may not occur in wintertime;
wfor those days will be days of a tribula-
tion such as has not occurred from the begin-
ning of the creation which God created until
that time, and will not occur again. 20ln fact,
unless Jehovah had cut short the days, no flesh
would be saved. But on account of the chosen
ones whom he has chosen he has cut short the
days.

2 “‘Then, too, if anyone says to you, “See!
Here is the Christ,” “See! There he is,” do not
believe it. 22For false Christs and false prophets
will arise and will give signs and wonders to
lead astray, if possible, the chosen ones. 23You,
then, watch out; I have told you all things be-
forehand.

2“'But in those days, after that tribu-
lation, the sun will be darkened, and the
moon will not give its light, 2sand the stars
will be falling out of heaven, and the powers
that are in the heavens will be shaken. 26 And
then they will see the Son of man coming in
clouds with great power and glory. 27And
then he will send forth the angels and will
gather his chosen ones together from the four
winds, from earth's extremity to heaven’s ex-
tremity.””

not enter into her; 22because these are days for
meting out justice, that all the things written
may be fulfilled. 23Woe to the pregnant women
and the ones suckling a baby in those days! For
there will be great necessity upon the land and
wrath on this people; 24and they will fall by
the edge of the sword and be led captive into
all the nations;

and Jerusalem will be
trampled on by the nations, until the
appointed times of the nations are
fulfilled.

25 “‘Also, there will be signs in sun and moon
and stars, and on the earth anguish of nations,
not knowing the way out because of the roar-
ing of the sea and its agitation, 26 while men be-
come faint out of fear and expectation of the
things coming upon the inhabited earth; for
the powers of the heavens will be shaken.
27And then they will see the Son of man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
28 But as these things start to occur, raise your-
selves erect and lift your heads up, because
your deliverance is getting near.’”



“Tell us

when will

THESE THINGS BE?”

“New things I am telling out. Before they begin to spring up,

| causeyou people to hear

IVINE teaching springs from Jeho-
Dvah God, “the One telling from the

beginning the finale.” (Isaiah 46:
10) As the preceding article showed, the
apostles sought such teaching from Jesus,
asking him: “Tell us, When will these things
be, and what will be the sign when all these
things are destined to come to a conclu-
sion?”—Mark 13:4.

2 In answer, Jesus described a composite

“sign” consisting of evidence that would
prove that the Jewish system was soon to
end. This was fulfilled with Jerusalem’s de-
struction in 70 C.E. But Jesus’ prophecy
would have a greater fulfillment far down
the stream of time. Once “the appointed
times of the nations” ended in 1914, a sign
on a vast scale would be available, manifest-

1, 2. (a) What did Jesus’ apostles ask about the
future? (b) How has Jesus’ reply about a compos-
ite sign found fulfillment?

"— ISAIAH 42:9.

ing that soon the present wicked system
would end in a “great tribulation.”* (Luke
21:24) Millions alive today can testify that
this sign has been fulfilled in the world
wars and other momentous events of this
20th century. These also mark the major
fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy, this modern
fulfillment being typified by what happened
from 33 to 70 C.E.

3  After Luke’s mention of the appointed

times of the nations, the parallel accounts
in Matthew, Mark, and Luke describe a fur-
ther series of developments that include a
sign in addition to the composite ‘sign of the
conclusion of the system of things.” (Mat-
thew 24:3) (On page 15, this point in the

*Jehovah's Witnesses are pleased to provide
proof of this, showing how the physical facts of our
day fulfill Bible prophecy.

3. In speaking of another sign, what added de-
velopments did Jesus foretell?



account is marked off by a double line.) Mat-
thew says: “Immediately after the tribula-
tion of those days the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light, and the
stars will fall from heaven, and the powers
of the heavens will be shaken. And then the
sign of the Son of man will appear in heaven,
and then all the tribes of the earth will beat
themselves in lamentation, and they will see
the Son of man coming on the clouds of heav-
en with power and great glory. And he will
send forth his angels with a great trumpet
sound, and they will gather his chosen ones
together from the four winds, from one ex-
tremity of the heavens to their other extrem-
ity.”—Matthew 24:29-31.

Tribulation and Celestial Phenomena

4When would that be fulfilled? All three
Gospel accounts mention what we might
call celestial phenomena—sun and moon
darkened and stars falling. Jesus said that
these would
sus have in mind the tribulation that cli-
maxed in 70 C.E., or was he speaking of the
great tribulation that is still future in our
modern times?—Matthew 24:29; Mark
13:24.

5Ever since the appointed times of the

4. What questions arise about the celestial phe-
nomena Jesus mentioned?

5. What view was once held about the tribula-
tion in modern times?

v Temple area

nations ended in 1914, God’'s people have
been keenly interested in “the great trib-
ulation.” (Revelation 7:14) For years they
thought that the modern-day great tribula-
tion had an opening part corresponding to
the time of World War |, then an interrupt-
ing interval, and finally a concluding part,
“the war of the great day of God the Al-
mighty.” If that were so, what would occur
during the intervening decades of the “con-
clusion of the system”?—Revelation 16:14;
Matthew 13:39; 24:3; 28:20.

6Well, it was felt that during this inter-
val the composite sign would be seen, in-
cluding the preaching work done by God’s
gathered people. It seemed also that the
foretold celestial phenomena could be ex-
pected during the interval after the opening
phase in 1914-18. (Matthew 24:29; Mark 13:
24, 25; Luke 21:25) Attention focused on
literal things in the heavens—space probes,

follow“the tribulation.” Did Jéockets, cosmic or gamma rays, and land-

ings or bases on the moon.

7However, The Watchtower of Janu-
ary 15, 1970, reexamined Jesus’ prophecy,
especially the coming great tribulation. It
showed that in view of what happened in
the first century, the modern tribulation

6. What was thought to fulfill Jesus’ prophecy
about celestial phenomena?

7. What adjusted understanding about the great
tribulation has been provided?

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.



could not have an opening part in 1914-18,
a decades-long interval, and later a resump-
tion. That magazine concluded: “The ‘great
tribulation’ such as will not occur again is
yet ahead, for it means the destruction of
the world empire of false religion (including
Christendom) followed by the ‘war of the
great day of God the Almighty’ at Armaged-
don.”

8But Matthew 24:29 says that the celes-
tial phenomena come “immediately after the
tribulation.” How could that be? The Watch-
tower of May 1, 1975, suggested that here
“the tribulation” meant the one that cli-
maxed back in 70 C.E. But in what sense
could it be said that celestial phenomena of
our time were taking place “immediately”
after an event in 70 C.E.? It was reasoned
that in God'’s sight the centuries in between
would be brief. (Romans 16:20; 2 Peter
3:8) However, a deeper examination of this
prophecy, particularly of Matthew 24:29-31,
points to quite a different explanation. This
illustrates how the light shines “more and
more unto the perfect day.” (Proverbs 4:18,
American Standard Version)* Let us con-
sider why a new, or changed, explanation is
appropriate.

9To four of his apostles, Jesus gave the
prophecy of ‘the sun being darkened, the
moon not giving light, and the stars fall-
ing.” As Jews, they would recognize such
language from the Hebrew Scriptures,
where at Zephaniah 1:15, for example,

* Additional material appeared on pages 296-323
of God’s Kingdom of a Thousand Years Has Ap-
proached, published in 1973 by the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc., and The
Watchtower of September 15, 1982, pages 17-22.

8. With the adjusted view of the modern tribu-
lation, how was Matthew 24:29 explained?

9. How do the Hebrew Scriptures provide back-
ground for Jesus’ words about developments in
the heavens?
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God’s time of judgment was called “a day of
storm and of desolation, a day of darkness
and of gloominess, a day of clouds and of
thick gloom.” Various Hebrew prophets also
described the sun as being darkened, the
moon not shining, and the stars not giving
light. You will find such language in divine
messages against Babylon, Edom, Egypt,
and the northern kingdom of Israel.—Isa-
iah 13:9, 10; 34:4, 5; Jeremiah 4:28; Ezekiel
32:2, 6-8; Amos 5:20; 8:2, 9.

OWhen they heard what Jesus said, Pe-
ter and the three others likely recalled Joel’s
prophecy found at Joel 2:28-31 and 3:15: “I
shall pour out my spirit on every sort of
flesh, and your sons and your daughters will
certainly prophesy. ... | will give portents
in the heavens and on the earth, blood and
fire and columns of smoke. The sun itself
will be turned into darkness, and the moon
into blood, before the coming of the great
and fear-inspiring day of Jehovah.” “Sun
and moon themselves will certainly become
dark, and the very stars will actually with-
draw their brightness.”

L As related at Acts 2:1-4 and 14-21, at
Pentecost 33 C.E., God poured out holy spir-
it on 120 disciples, both men and women.
The apostle Peter made known that this was
what Joel had foretold. What, though, of
Joel's words about ‘the sun being turned
into darkness and the moon into blood and
the stars withdrawing their brightness’?
Nothing indicates that this was fulfilled in
33 C.E. or during the more than 30-year-
long span of the conclusion of the Jewish
system of things.

PEvidently that latter part of Joel’s pre-

10, 11. (a) What did Joel prophesy as to things
in the heavens? (b) Which aspects of Joel's
prophecy were fulfilled in 33 C.E., and which
were not?

12, 13. How were the celestial phenomena Joel
foretold fulfilled?



diction was more closely linked with “the
coming of the great and fear-inspiring day
of Jehovah”—the destruction of Jerusalem.
TheWatchtower of November 15, 1966, said
about the tribulation that befell Jerusalem
in 70 C.E.. “That was certainly a ‘day of
Jehovah’ with reference to Jerusalem and
her children. And in connection with that
day there was plenty of ‘blood and fire and
smoke mist,’ the sun not brightening the
gloom of the city by day, and the moon sug-
gesting shed blood, not peaceful, silvery
moonlight by night.”*

BYes, as with other prophecies that we
have noted, the celestial phenomena Joel
foretold were to be fulfilled when Jehovah
exacted judgment. Rather than extending
over the conclusion of the Jewish system,
the darkening of the sun, moon, and stars
occurred when the executionary forces
came against Jerusalem. Logically, we can
expect a larger fulfillment of that part of
Joel’'s prophecy when God’s execution of the
present system gets under way.

Which Tribulation Before
Celestial Phenomena?

UThe fulfillment of Joel's prophecy (in
harmony with other prophecies using simi-
lar language) helps us to understand the
words at Matthew 24:29. Clearly, what Je-
sus said about ‘the sun being darkened, the
moon not giving light, and the stars falling’

* Josephus writes of developments between the
Romans’ first assault on Jerusalem (66 C.E.) and its
destruction: “During the night a devastating storm
broke; a hurricane raged, rain fell in torrents, light-
ning flashed continuously, the thunderclaps were
terrifying, the earth quaked with deafening roars.
Disaster to the human race was plainly foreshad-
owed by this collapse of the whole framework of
things, and no one could doubt that the omens
portended a catastrophe without parallel.”

14, 15. What bearing does Joel’s prophecy have
on our understanding of Matthew 24:29?

does not refer to things occurring over the
many decades of the conclusion of the pres-
ent system, such as space rocketry, moon
landings, and the like. No, he pointed to
things tied in with “the great and fear-
inspiring day of Jehovah,” the destruction
yet to come.

BThis relates to our understanding of
how the celestial phenomena would be “im-
mediately after the tribulation.” Jesus was
not referring to the tribulation that culmi-
nated in 70 C.E. Rather, he was pointing to
the start of the great tribulation to befall
the world system in the future, climaxing
his promised “presence.” (Matthew 24:3)
That tribulation is still ahead of us.

IBWhat about the words at Mark 13:24:
“In those days, after that tribulation, the
sun will be darkened, and the moon will
not give its light”? Here, both “those” and
“that” are forms of the Greek word e-kei'nos,
a demonstrative pronoun indicating some-
thing distant in time. E-kei'nos can be used
to indicate something long past (or previ-
ously mentioned) or something in the re-
mote future. (Matthew 3:1; 7:22; 10:19; 24:
38; Mark 13:11, 17, 32; 14:25; Luke 10:12;
2 Thessalonians 1:10) Thus, Mark 13:24
points to “that tribulation,” not the tribula-
tion stirred up by the Romans, but Jeho-
vah’s mighty act at the end of the present
system.

I7 Chapters 17 to 19 of Revelation fit and
verify this adjusted understanding of Mat-
thew 24:29-31, Mark 13:24-27, and Luke 21:
25-28. In what way? The Gospels show that
this tribulation will not start and end at one
fell swoop. After it begins, some of disobe-
dient mankind will still be alive to see “the
sign of the Son of man” and to react—to

16. To which tribulation was Mark 13:24 point-
ing, and why so?

17, 18. What light does Revelation shed on how
the great tribulation will develop?
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lament and, as stated at Luke 21:26, to “be-
come faint out of fear and expectation of the
things coming upon the inhabited earth.”
That overwhelming fear will be due to their
seeing “the sign” that betokens their immi-
nent destruction.

BThe account in Revelation shows that
the future great tribulation will begin when
the militarized “horns” of the internation-
al “wild beast” turn on “the great har-
lot,” Babylon the Great.* (Revelation 17:1,
10-16) But many people will remain, for
kings, merchants, ship captains, and others
mourn the end of false religion. Doubtless
many will realize that their judgment will
be next.—Revelation 18:9-19.

What Is to Come?

19 The Gospel passages in Matthew, Mark,
and Luke combine with Revelation chap-
ters 17-19 to shed considerable light on what
will soon occur. At God's fixed time, the
great tribulation will begin with an attack
against the world empire of false religion
(Babylon the Great). This will be particular-
ly intense against Christendom, which cor-
responds to unfaithful Jerusalem. “Immedi-
ately after” this phase of the tribulation,
“there will be signs in sun and moon and
stars, and on the earth [unprecedented] an-
guish of nations.”—Matthew 24:29; Luke
21:25.

2 In what sense will ‘the sun be darkened,

*What Jesus spoke of as “great tribulation” and
“a tribulation” in its first application was the de-
struction of the Jewish system. But in verses that
apply only to our day, he used the definite article
“the,” saying “the tribulation.” (Matthew 24:21, 29;
Mark 13:19, 24) Revelation 7:14 termed this future
event “the great tribulation,” literally “the tribula-
tion the great.”

19. What can we expect when the great tribula-
tion begins?

20. What celestial phenomena can we yet ex-
pect?
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the moon not give its light, the stars fall
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens
be shaken’? Doubtless, in the early part
of the great tribulation, many luminaries
—prominent clergymen of the religious
world—will have been exposed and elimi-
nated by “the ten horns” mentioned at Rev-
elation 17:16. No doubt political powers too
will have been shaken up. Could there
also be frightening events in the physical
heavens? Quite likely, and far more awe-
inspiring than those described by Josephus
as occurring near the end of the Jewish sys-
tem. We know that in the ancient past, God
displayed his power to cause such cataclys-
mic effects, and he can do so again.—EXxo-
dus 10:21-23; Joshua 10:12-14; Judges 5:20;
Luke 23:44, 45.

2LAt this point all three Gospel writers
use to'te (then) to introduce the next devel-
opment. “Then the sign of the Son of man
will appear in heaven.” (Matthew 24:30;
Mark 13:26; Luke 21:27) Since World War I,
Jesus’ true disciples have discerned the
composite sign of his invisible presence,
while most people have not recognized it.
But Matthew 24:30 points forward to a fur-
ther “sign” appearing in the future, that of
“the Son of man,” and all nations will be
compelled to take note. When Jesus comes
with clouds of invisibility, opposing humans
worldwide will have to recognize that “com-
ing” (Greek, er-kho'me-non) because of a
supernatural demonstration of his kingly
power.—Revelation 1.7.

2 Matthew 24:30 uses to'te again to in-
troduce what comes next. Then the nations,
sensing the consequence of their situation,
will beat themselves and lament, perhaps
recognizing that their destruction is immi-

21. How will a future “sign” occur?
22. What will be the effect of seeing “the sign”
of Matthew 24:307?



nent. How different with God’s servants,
for we will be able to lift our heads up, know-
ing deliverance is near! (Luke 21:28) Reve-
lation 19:1-6 also shows true worshipers in
heaven and on earth rejoicing over the end
of the great harlot.

2BJesus’ prophecy goes on to say, at Mark
13:27: “Then [
angels and will gather his chosen ones to-
gether from the four winds, from earth’s
extremity to heaven’s extremity.” Jesus
here focuses on the remnant of the 144,000
“chosen ones” still alive on earth. Early
in the conclusion of the system of things,
these anointed disciples of Jesus were
brought into theocratic unity. However, ac-
cording to the sequence employed, Mark 13;
27 and Matthew 24:31 describe something
else. “With a great trumpet sound,” the
remaining “chosen ones” will be gathered
from the ends of the earth. How will they
be gathered? Unquestionably, they will be
“sealed” and clearly identified by Jehovah
as part of “those called and chosen and
faithful.” And at God's designated time,
they will be gathered up to heaven to be
king-priests.* This will bring joy to them
and to their faithful companions, the “great
crowd,” who will themselves be marked for
‘coming out of the great tribulation’ to en-
joy blessings on a paradise earth.—Mat-
thew 24:22: Revelation 7:3, 4, 9-17; 17:
14; 20:6; Ezekiel 9:4, 6.

2AWhen the apostles said, “Tell us . . .,
Jesus’ reply covered more than they could
grasp. Yet, within their lifetime they re-
joiced to see the typical fulfillment of his

* See “Questions From Readers” in The Watch-
tower of August 15, 1990.

23. (a) Jesus will take what action toward the
chosen ones? (b) What may be said about the
remnant’s being taken to heaven?

24. Matthew 24:29-31 reveals what sequence as
to coming developments?

to'tehe will send

prophecy. Our study of Jesus’ reply has fo-
cused on the part of his prophecy that will
come to pass in the near future. (Matthew
24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27; Luke 21:25-28) Al-
ready we can see that our deliverance is
getting nearer. We can look forward to the
start of the great tribulation, then the sign
edrtre Gan of man, and then God’s gathering
of the chosen ones. Finally, as Jehovah's
Executioner at Armageddon, our Warrior-
King, the enthroned Jesus, will “complete
his conquest.” (Revelation 6:2) That day of
Jehovah, when he executes vengeance, will
come as a grand finale to the conclusion of
the system of things that has marked the
day of the Lord Jesus from 1914 onward.

5 May you continue to benefit yourself by

divine teaching, in order to respond to the
yet future fulfillment of Jesus’ words: “As
these things start to occur, raise yourselves
erect and lift your heads up, because your
deliverance is getting near.” (Luke 21:28)
What a future lies before the chosen ones
and the great crowd as Jehovah proceeds to
sanctify his holy name!

25. How can we share in the yet future fulfill-
ment of Luke 21:28?

Do You Recall?

O How were aspects of Joel 2:28-31
and 3:15 fulfilled in the first cen-
tury?

O Which tribulation is Matthew 24:29
referring to, and why do we con-
clude that?

O To what celestial phenomena does
Matthew 24:29 point, and how can
this be immediately after the tribu-
lation?

O How will Luke 21:26, 28 be fulfilled
in the future?

The watchtower— February is, 1994 21



Your Distance

ee
Wﬁen anger

W people are more sensitive to dan-
FEger than are sailors. They must keep

a wary eye on the weather, the tides,
and their ship’s proximity to the coast.
When both tides and winds combine to
drive the ship toward the shore, sailors face
hard work and danger.

Under these conditions—known as a lee
shore—a sailor keeps considerable sea room
between his boat and the coast, especially if
the craft is propelled only by sail. A sailing
manual explains that ‘to be caught in a gale
on a lee shore is perhaps the worst plight’
in which a sailor can find himself. The rec-
ommended solution? ‘Never allow your ves-
sel to be found in such a predicament.” The
safe way to avoid foundering on a sandbank
or a rocky shore is to keep a good distance
from danger.

Christians must be sensitive to dangers
that could shipwreck their faith. (1 Timothy
1:19) Nowadays, conditions are by no means
ideal for keeping a steady course. Just as a
boat can be driven off course by winds and
tides, so our dedicated lives can lose direc-
tion because of the constant tug of our im-
perfect flesh and relentless buffeting by the
spirit of the world—now almost gale force
in intensity.

A Man Who Lived Dangerously

How easy it is to venture unwittingly into
dangerous spiritual waters!

Consider an example that occurred near
a landlocked body of water, the Dead Sea.
We refer to the example of Lot. His decision
to live in Sodom brought him many prob-
lems and no little sorrow. After a quarrel
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[eatens

between their respective herdsmen, Abra-
ham and Lot agreed to live in different
areas. Lot, we are told, chose the District of
the Jordan and pitched his tent among the
cities of the District. Later, he decided to
live in Sodom, even though the life-style of
the Sodomites distressed him.—Genesis 13:
5-13; 2 Peter 2:8.

Why did Lot continue to live in a noto-
riously immoral city that offended Jehovah
deeply and even caused a public outcry from
people living nearby? Sodom was prosper-
ous, and Lot's wife doubtless enjoyed the
material benefits of city life. (Ezekiel 16:
49, 50) Perhaps even Lot was attracted by
Sodom’s vibrant economy. Whatever his
reason for living there, he should have left
sooner than he did. Only at the urgent in-
sistence of Jehovah's angels did Lot's fam-
ily finally abandon the danger area.

The Genesis account says: “When the
dawn ascended, then the angels became ur-
gent with Lot, saying: ‘Get up! Take your
wife and your two daughters who are found
here, for fear you may be swept away in
the error of the city!”” But even after that
pressing warning, Lot “kept lingering.” The
angels finally “seized hold of his hand and
of the hand of his wife and of the hands of
his two daughters and they proceeded to
bring him out and to station him outside the
city.”—Genesis 19:15, 16.

On the outskirts of the city, the angels
gave Lot's family some final instructions:
“Escape for your soul! Do not look behind
you and do not stand still in all the District!
Escape to the mountainous region for fear
you may be swept away!” (Genesis 19:17)



Even then, Lot begged for permission to go
to the nearby city of Zoar rather than aban-
don the region entirely. (Genesis 19:18-22)
Clearly, Lot was reluctant to distance him-
self as far as possible from danger.

On the way to Zoar, Lot's wife looked
back at Sodom, apparently yearning for the
things she had left behind. Because of ig-
noring the angels’ instructions, she lost her

life. Lot—a righteous
man—survived the city’s
destruction along with
his two daughters. But
what a price he paid for
choosing to live close
to danger!—Genesis 19:
18-26; 2 Peter 2:7.

Steering Clear
of Danger

Lot’s bitter experience
shows what can happen
if we come close to or tar-
ry in a dangerous envi-
ronment. Wisdom would
dictate that, like good
sailors, we never allow
ourselves to get into
such a predicament.
What are some hazard-
ous areas we should steer
clear of? Some Chris-
tians have gone astray
by getting too involved
in business activities, by
cultivating close friend-
ships with worldly asso-
ciates, or by becoming
emotionally attached to
someone of the opposite
sex when they are not

free to marry.
The wise course, in
each case, is to keep our
distance from danger. For example, are we
alert to the spiritual dangers a so-called
golden business opportunity could bring?
Some brothers have immersed themselves
in commercial enterprises at the cost of
their families, their health, and their theo-
cratic responsibilities. Sometimes the lure
is the more comfortable life-style that mon-
ey can bring. At other times it is the
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If you are not free to marry,
keepyour distance emotionally
from someone you find attractive

challenge of proving the mettle
of their business acumen. Some
might reason that their motive
is to provide work for other
brothers or to be able to contrib-
ute more generously in behalf
of the worldwide work. Perhaps
they think that when the busi-
ness is functioning well, they
will have much more time to de-
vote to Kingdom interests.

What are some of the pitfalls?
The uncertain economic climate
and “unforeseen occurrence” can sink the
best-planned business venture. (Eccle-
siastes 9:11) Struggling with a heavy debt
can bring anguish and may crowd out spir-
itual matters. And even when a business is
booming, it will likely absorb much time and
mental energy, and it may require consid-
erable worldly association.

A Christian elder in Spain was in severe
financial difficulties when an insurance
company made him a tempting offer. Al-
though there were prospects of making a lot
of money as a free-lance insurance agent, he
eventually turned the offer down. “It wasn’t
an easy decision, but I am glad | said no,”
he explains. “For one thing, | was reluctant
to make money—even indirectly—through
my theocratic contacts. And although |1
liked the idea of being my own boss, | would
have had to travel a lot and spend long
hours on the job. It would inevitably have
meant neglecting my family and the con-
gregation. Above all, I am convinced that if
I had accepted that offer, |1 would have lost
control of my life.”

No Christian can afford to lose control of
his life. Jesus showed the tragic results of
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such a course by relating the illustration
of a man who accumulated more and more
wealth in order to retire and take life easy.
But on the very night he decided that he had
finally amassed enough money, he died. “So
it goes with the man that lays up treasure
for himself but is not rich toward God,”
Jesus warned.—Luke 12:16-21; compare
James 4:13-17.

We must also be on guard against extend-
ed association with worldly people. Perhaps
itis aneighbor, a school friend, aworkmate,
or abusiness associate. We may reason, ‘He
respects the Witnesses, he leads a clean life,
and we do talk about the truth occasionally.’
Yet, the experience of others proves that in
time we may even find ourselves preferring
such worldly company to that of a spiritual
brother or sister. What are some of the dan-
gers of such a friendship?

We could begin to minimize the urgency
of the times we live in or take a growing
interest in material rather than spiritual
things. Perhaps, because of a fear of dis-
pleasing our worldly friend, we would even
desire to be accepted by the world. (Com-



pare 1 Peter 4:3-7.) The psalmist David, on
the other hand, preferred to associate with
people who loved Jehovah. “I will declare
your name to my brothers; in the middle
of the congregation | shall praise you,” he
wrote. (Psalm 22:22) We will be safeguard-
ed if we imitate David’'s example, seeking
friendship that can build us up spiritually.

Another perilous course is that of getting
emotionally entangled with a person of the
opposite sex when one is not free to marry.
The danger might arise when one is drawn
to someone who is attractive, whose conver-
sation is stimulating, and who even has
the same outlook and sense of humor. One
might enjoy his or her company, reasoning,
‘I know how far to go. We are just friends.’
Nevertheless, feelings once aroused are not
easy to control.

Mary, a young married sister, enjoyed
Michael's company.* He was a nice brother
but found it hard to make friends. They had
many things in common, and they found
they could joke together. Mary was flattered
to think that a single brother wanted to
confide in her. Before long, what seemed an
innocent friendship became a deep emotion-
al attachment. They spent more and more
time together and eventually committed
immorality. “I should have realized the dan-
ger at the beginning,” Mary sighs. “Once
the friendship blossomed, it became like
quicksand sucking us in ever deeper.”

We must never forget the Bible's warn-
ing: “The heart is more treacherous than
anything else and is desperate. Who can
know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) Our treacherous
heart, like the tide that drives the sailboat
against the rocks, can drive us into a disas-
trous emotional relationship. The solution?
If you are not free to marry, deliberately
work to keep your distance emotionally

* Some names have been changed.

from someone you find attractive.—Prov-
erbs 10:23.

Breaking Free and Keeping
Free From Danger

What if we already find ourselves in spir-
itual danger? Sailors, when being driven to-
ward a rocky shore by wind and tide, des-
perately work their ships seaward, or claw
off, until they reach safer waters. Similarly,
we must struggle to free ourselves. By heed-
ing Scriptural counsel, praying earnestly
for Jehovah's help, and seeking assistance
from mature Christian brothers, we can get
back on a safe course. We will be blessed
once more with peace of mind and heart.
—1 Thessalonians 5:17.

Whatever our circumstances, we are wise
to keep clear of the “things belonging to the
world.” (Galatians 4:3) In contrast with
Lot, Abraham chose to live apart from the
worldly Canaanites, even though it meant
dwelling in tents for many years. Perhaps
he lacked some material comforts, but his
simple life-style protected him spiritually.
Rather than suffer a shipwreck of his faith,
he became “the father of all those having
faith.”—Romans 4:11.

Surrounded as we are by a self-indulgent
world whose “spirit” is ever stronger, we
need to follow Abraham’s example. (Ephe-
sians 2:2) If we accept Jehovah's guidance
in all matters, we will be blessed by experi-
encing firsthand his loving protection. We
will feel as David did: “My soul he refreshes.
He leads me in the tracks of righteousness
for his name’s sake. Surely goodness and
loving-kindness themselves will pursue me
all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the
house of Jehovah to the length of days.” No
doubt about it, moving along “the tracks of
righteousness,” rather than veering toward
the paths of danger, will bring eternal bless-
ings.—Psalm 23:3, 6.

THE WATCHTOWER—FEBRUARY 15, 1994 25



The Assumption

A Dogma Revealed by God?

HE Assumption—the doctrine th

the mother of Jesus, ascended to

I en in the flesh—is dear to the hee
of millions of Roman Catholics. Says hii

torian George William Douglas: “The
Assumption, or taking up into heaven,

of the Virgin Mary has [long] been
venerated as the greatest of her
feasts and one of the chief solemni-
ties of the Church year.”

Catholic theologians admit,
though, that the Bible does not
speak of Mary as making such an
ascension to heaven. Indeed, few
Catholics realize that this beloved
doctrine has been a centuries-old
subject of controversy and bitter de-
bate. So just how did the church
come to accept Mary’'s Assumption
as dogma?* Is there any reason to
view it as divinely revealed? The
answers to these questions are not
merely academic. They have pro-
found implications for any who are
lovers of truth.

Evolution of a Dogma

It may surprise you to know that
in the first centuries after Jesus’

* In Catholicism a dogma, unlike a simple
belief, is said to be a truth solemnly formu-
lated either by an ecumenical council or by
the pope’s “infallible magisterium.” Among
the doctrines thus defined by the Catholic
Church, the most recent is the Assumption
of Mary.

'Assumption of the Virgin/
painted by Titian (c. 1488-1576)
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death, the idea of Mary’s Assumption into
heaven was completely foreign to the think-
ing of Christians. Writes Catholic theologian
JeanGalot in L 'OsservatoreRomano: “In the
beginning, no memory of the death of Mary
was linked to the Christian community.”

After the Trinity teaching became official
church doctrine, however, Mary began to be
given an increasingly important role. Glow-
ing terms, such as “Mother of God,” “con-
ceived without sin,” “Mediatrix,” and
“Queen of Heaven,” started to be applied to
her. In time, reasons theologian Galot, “the
silence of the primitive tradition with regard
to the death of Mary could not fully satisfy
those Christians who recognized the perfec-
tion of Mary and wanted to venerate her.
Thus, descriptions of the Assumption, which
were the product of popular imagination,
took form.”

About the fourth century C.E., the so-
called assumptionist apocrypha began to cir-
culate. These texts gave fanciful accounts of
Mary’s supposed ascent to heaven. Take, for
example, the text called “The Falling Asleep
of the Holy Mother of God.” It has been at-
tributed to none other than the apostle John,

but more likely it was composed nearly 400
years after John’s death. According to this
spurious account, Christ’s apostles were mi-
raculously gathered to Mary, where they saw
her heal the blind, the deaf, and the lame.
Finally, as here claimed, the apostles heard
the Lord say to Mary: “Behold, henceforth
shall thy precious body be translated unto
paradise, and thine holy soul shall be in the
heavens in the treasuries of my Father in
surpassing brightness, where is peace and
rejoicing of the holy angels, and continuance
thereof.”

How did believers react to such writings?
Mariologist Rene Laurentin explains: “The
reactions were very diverse. The most cred-
ulous are taken in, without further reflec-
tion, by the glitter of the pretty story. Others
despise these inconsistent accounts, which
are often contradictory and without author-
ity.” The Assumption theory thus had a
struggle getting officially accepted. Adding
to the confusion was the fact that supposed
relics of Mary’s body were being venerated
in some places. This was difficult to reconcile
with the belief that her fleshly body had been
assumed into heaven.

DID MARY DIE?

Did Mary actually die before her supposed
ascent to heaven? Catholic theologians find
themselves on the horns of a theological di-
lemma on this issue. Nuovo dizionario di teo-
logio points out that "it would be difficult to
attribute to Mary the privilege of immunity
from death, which not even Christ possessed."
On the other hand, saying that Mary did die
raises an equally thorny issue. Theologian Kari
Borresen notes that "death is the penalty for
the original sin, which, according to [the doc-
trine of the "Immaculate Conception"], did not
affect Mary." On what basis, then, would she
have died? Little wonder that Pope Pius Xl
carefully skirted the entire issue of Mary's

death when defining the dogma of the As-
sumption.

Fortunately, the Bible's teaching is free from
such confusion. Nowhere does it teach— or
even hint— that Mary was the product of
"immaculate conception." On the contrary, it
indicates that Mary was an imperfect human
in need of redemption. For this reason, after
the birth of Jesus, she went to the temple and
made a sin offering to God. (Leviticus 12:1-8;
Luke 2:22-24) Like all other imperfect humans,
Mary eventually died.— Romans 3:23; 6:23.

This simple truth stands in stark contrast
with the unanswerable questions raised by the
dogma of the Assumption.

THE WATCHTOWER—FEBRUARY 15, 1994 27



In the 13th century, Thomas Aquinas, like
many other theologians, maintained that it
was not possible to define the Assumption as
dogma, inasmuch as “the Scripture does not
teach it.” Still, the belief continued to grow
in popularity, and portrayals of Mary’s sup-
posed assumption by such noted artists as
Raphael, Correggio, Titian, Carracci, and
Rubens multiplied.

The issue remained unresolved until quite
recently. According to Jesuit Giuseppe Filo-
grassi, as late as the first half of our century,
Catholic scholars continued to publish “stud-
ies and discussions not always favorable” to
the Assumption theory. Even popes, such as
Leo XIII, Pius X, and Benedict XV, “were
rather reserved on the matter.” But on No-
vember 1, 1950, the church finally took a
definite stand. Pope Pius XIlI announced:
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By bringing a sin offering

to the temple after Jesus' birth,
Mary proclaimed herself a sinner
in need of redemption

“We define it to be a dogma revealed
by God that the Immaculate Mother
of God, Mary ever Virgin, when the
course of her earthly life was finished,
was taken up body and soul into the
glory of heaven.”—Munificentissimus
Deus.

Belief in Mary’s bodily journey to
heaven was no longer optional among
Catholics—it was now Church dogma.
Pope Pius XII declared that “if anyone
. . . dare to deny or voluntarily cast
doubt on what We have defined, he
should know that he has fallen short
of the Divine and Catholic Faith.”

What the Scriptures Really Say
But on what basis did the church
take this bold position? Pope Pius XII
claimed that the Assumption dogma
has “its ultimate foundation in the Holy
Scripture.” Among the texts often cited as
proof of Mary’s assumption is Luke 1:28, 42.
These verses say of Mary: “Hail, full of grace,
the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among
women . . ., and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb.” (Douay) The assumptionists reason
that because Mary was “full of grace,” she
must never have been overcome by death.
And being “blessed” like the ‘fruit of her
womb,” she must have privileges equal to
those of Jesus—including his heavenly as-
cension. Do you think that this is sound rea-
soning?

For one thing, language scholars say that
the expression “full of grace” is an imprecise
translation and that the original Greek ex-
pression used by Luke is more accurately
rendered “object of the favor of God.” The



Catholic Jerusalem Bible thus renders Luke
1:28: “Rejoice, so highly favoured!” There is
no reason to conclude that Mary was as-
sumed bodily into heaven just because she
was “highly favored” by God. The first Chris-
tian martyr, Stephen, was likewise spoken
of in the Catholic Douay Bible as being high-
ly favored, or “full of grace”—and no bodi-
ly resurrection has been ascribed to him.
—Acts 6:8.

Yet, was not Mary blessed or favored? Yes,
but interestingly, the woman named Jael
back in the days of Israel's judges was
considered to be “blessed among women.”
(Judges 5:24, Dy) Certainly no one would
argue that Jael too was taken bodily into
heaven. Besides, the whole idea of the As-
sumption is based on the premise that Je-
sus himself ascended to heaven in the flesh.
However, the Bible says that Jesus was
“enlivened,” or resurrected, “in the spirit.”
(1 Peter 3:18, Dy; compare 1 Corinthians
15:45.) The apostle Paul further says that
“flesh and blood cannot possess the kingdom
of God.”—1 Corinthians 15:42-50, Dy.

True, the Bible does speak of a heavenly
resurrection for faithful Christians anointed
by the spirit. However, 1 Thessalonians 4:
13-17 makes it plain that this resurrection
would not begin until “the presence of the
Lord,” during the last days of this wicked
age. Until then, Mary would be asleep in
death, along with thousands of other faithful
Christians.— 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52.

Mary— A Woman of Faith

Be assured that in saying the foregoing
we mean no disrespect for Mary. Without
doubt, Mary was an exemplary woman—one
whose faith is worthy of imitation. She
readily accepted the privileged responsibili-
ty of becoming the mother of Jesus, along
with all the trials and sacrifices that would
entail. (Luke 1:38; 2:34, 35) Together with
Joseph, she raised Jesus in godly wisdom.

(Luke 2:51,52) She stayed with Jesus during
his suffering on the stake. (John 19:25-27)
And as a faithful disciple, she obediently re-
mained in Jerusalem and experienced the
outpouring of God’s spirit at Pentecost.
—Acts 1:13, 14; 2:1-4.

A distorted view of Mary honors neither
the Creator nor Mary. The Assumption dog-
ma serves to reinforce the baseless claim
that Mary is an intercessor with God. But
did Jesus Christ ever endorse such a teach-
ing? On the contrary, he said: “I am the way
and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me. If you ask
anything in my name, | will do it.” (John 14:
6, 14; compare Acts 4:12.) Yes, Jesus Christ
alone, not Mary, intercedes with the Cre-
ator. It is through Jesus—not Mary—that
we should approach our Life-Giver for “help
in time of need.”—Hebrews 4:16, Revised
Standard Version, Catholic Edition.

Accepting the truth about Mary may be
painful to some. At the very least, it may
mean relinquishing some long-held beliefs
and cherished notions. However, though
painful at times, the truth ultimately ‘sets
one free.” (John 8:32) Jesus said that his
Father was seeking those who would worship
“in spirit and in truth.” (John 4:24, Dy) To
sincere Catholics, these words stand as a
challenge.
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Come to the
“GODLY FEAR” District Convention

required under the Mosaic Law to come
together three times each year for certain
festivals. These were happy and spiritually
upbuilding occasions.—Deuteronomy 16:16.

In modern times Jehovah'’s servants like-
wise come together three times each year:
for the special assembly day, for the two-day
circuit assembly, and for the three- or four-
day district convention. During the 1994 ser-
vice year, Jehovah's Witnesses will come
together for the “Godly Fear” District Con-
vention.

God’s Word leaves no doubt about the im-
portance of godly fear. That sort of fear is
mentioned therein some 200 times. Godly
fear is a protection, as can be seen from
Proverbs 16:6: “In the fear of Jehovah one
turns away from bad.” Why, we are told at
Psalm 111:10 that godly fear is the very be-
ginning of wisdom!

It might be said that there are two aspects
of godly fear. For one thing, such fear is
prompted by love. We fear to displease God
because of our great love for him. (Proverbs
27:11) Then again, wisdom on our part will
help instill godly fear in us, since we know
that God is “also a consuming fire” to all who
practice wrongdoing.—Hebrews 12:29.

JEHOVAH’S servants in ancient times were

At our “Godly Fear” District Convention,
we will receive much instruction and encour-
agement to grow in godly fear. Such teach-
ing will be imparted by means of talks,
demonstrations, and a drama, as well as the
relating of experiences.

Even as the Israelites of old were com-
manded not to come to their assemblies
empty-handed, so we should want to contrib-
ute our part to the joy and success of our
conventions. (Deuteronomy 16:17) We can do
this by manifesting respect for the table of
Jehovah. How? By coming on time, by pay-
ing rapt attention to what is said from the
platform, by entering wholeheartedly into
the singing of songs. We would not be engag-
ing in conversation or walking about during
the program. We also will want to contribute
to the extent we can by volunteering our
services. Convention organization includes
many departments, all of which require per-
sonnel to staff them. We will also want to
make monetary contributions to the extent
that Jehovah has blessed us.

Let each servant of Jehovah make plans
now to be present for all three days of the
“Godly Fear” District Convention, from the
opening song on Friday morning to the clos-
ing prayer on Sunday afternoon.

1994 District Convention Locations

JUNE 3-5

LOSANGELES, CA (Vietnamese also, in
Meeting Room, Club Level, Aisle214),
Dodger Stadium, 1000 Elysian Park Ave

SACRAMENTO, CA, ARCO Arena, 1Sports
Pkwy.

UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memo-
rial Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.

JUNE 10-12

CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th &
CiceroAve

COLUMBIA, SC, CarolinaColiseum, Assem-

bly & Blossom Sts

KANSASCITY, MO, Kemper Arena, 1800
Genesseest.

LOSANGELES, CA (Japanese also, in Meet-
ingRoom, Club Level, Aisle 214), Dodger
Stadium, 1000 Elysian Park Ave.

NEW HAVEN, CT, Veterans Memorial Coli-
seum, 275S. Orange St

30

ROANOKE, VA, CivicCenter, 710 Williamson
Rd.N.E

SACRAMENTO,CA,ARCOArena, 1Sports
Pkwy

SAN DIEGO, CA, Jack Murphy Stadium, 9449
FriarsRd

UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memori-
al Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL, Auditorium, 1610
Palm Beach Lakes Blvd

JUNE 17-19

CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th &
CiceroAve.

CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State Universi-
ty Convocation Centre, Prospect &E. 21st
Sts.

COLUMBIA, SC, Carolina Coliseum, Assem-
bly & Blossom Sts.

CORVALLIS, OR, GUIColiseum, 600S.W
26th St.

DENVER, CO, McNichols Sports Arena, 1635
Clayst
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FORTWORTH, TX, TarrantCounty Conven-
tion Center, 1111 Houston St

JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum,
Gator Bowl Sports Complex.

KANSAS CITY, MO, Kemper Arena, 1800

MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.

MEMPHIS, TN, Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-
South Fairgrounds

NEW HAVEN, CT, Veterans Memorial Colise-
um, 275S.Orange St

OKLAHOMACITY, OK, Myriad, One Myriad
Gardens.

PHILADELPHIA, PA, Veterans Stadium,
S.Broad & Pattison Ave.

ROANOKE, VA, Civic Center, 710 Williamson
Rd.N.E

ST.LOUIS, MO, The Arena, 5700 Oakland Ave.

ST.PETERSBURG, FL, BayfrontCenter, 400
Iststs.

SOUTH BEND, IN, Notre Dame University
JoyceAthletic Center, Juniper Rd.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL, Auditorium, 1610
Palm Beach LakesBlvd

JUNE 24-26

BEAUMONT, TX (Spanish only), Civic Cen-
ter Arena, 701 Main St.

CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th &
CiceroAve

CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State Universi-
ty Convocation Centre, Prospect & E. 21st
Sts.

CORVALLIS, OR, GUI Coliseum, 600 S.W.
26th St.

DENVER, CO, McNichols Sports Arena, 1635
ClaySt

JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum,
Gator Bowl Sports Complex.

LOSANGELES,CA(Spanishonly), Dodger
Stadium, 1000 Elysian Park Ave.

LOUISVILLE, KY, Freedom Hall Coliseum,
Kentucky Fair & Expo Center, 937 PhilUps
Ln



MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.

MADISON, W1, Dane County Exposition
Center, 1881 Expo Mall East.

OGDEN, UT, Dee Events Center, 4600 South
1400E.

OKLAHOMACITY, OK, Myriad, One Myri-
adGardens.

PHOENIX, AZ, AmericaWestArena 201
E Jefferson St.

ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Are-
na, 30 2nd Ave. S.E.

ST.LOUIS, MO, The Arena, 5700 Oakland
Ave.

ST.PETERSBURG, FL, BayfrontCenter,
4001stSt. S.

SOUTH BEND, IN, Notre Dame University
Joyce Athletic Center, Juniper Rd.

WESTPALM BEACH, FL, Auditorium, 1610
Palm Beach Lakes Blvd

JULY 1-3

AMARILLO, TX, Civic Center Coliseum, 3rd
& Buchanan Sts.

BEAUMONT, T X (Spanish only), CivicCen-
ter Arena, 701 Main St.

BILLINGS, MT, MetraPark Arena,

Hwy. #10.

BIRMINGHAM, AL, CivicCenter Coliseum,
One CivicCenter Plaza.

CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th &
CiceroAve.

CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State Universi-
ty Convocation Centre, Prospect&E.21st
Sts.

COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center, 400 N. High St.

CORVALLIS, OR, Gill Coliseum, 600S.W/
26thst

FORTWORTH, TX, TarrantCounty Con-
vention Center, 1111 Houston St.

FRESNO, CA, Convention Center, 700 “M " St.

LAFAYETTE, LA, Cajundome, WestCon-
gress.

LOUISVILLE, KY, Freedom Hall Coliseum,
Kentucky Fair & Expo Center, 937 Phillips
Ln.

MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.

MADISON, W1, Dane County Exposition
Center, 1881 Expo Mall East.

MEMPHIS, TN, Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-
South Fairgrounds.

MOBILE, AL, Civic Center, 401 CivicCenter
Dr.

OGDEN, UT, Dee Events Center, 4600 South
1400 E.

PHILADELPHIA, PA, Veterans Stadium,
S.Broad & Pattison Ave.

RICHMOND, CA (Korean only), Richmond
Memorial Convention Center, 2544 Barrett
Ave.

RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St.

ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Are-
na, 302nd Ave.S.E.

SACRAMENTO,CA,ARCO Arena, 1Sports
Pkwy.

ST.PETERSBURG, FL, BayfrontCenter,
4001stSt. S

SOUTH BEND, IN, Notre Dame University
Joyce Athletic Center, Juniper Rd.

SPRINGFIELD, IL, Prairie Capital Conven-
tion Center, One Convention Center Plaza.

SPRINGFIELD, MA, CivicCenter, 1277 Main
St.

SYRACUSE, NY, Onondaga County War Me-
morial Arena, 515 Montgomery St

TUCSON, AZ, Convention Center, 260
S.Church st.

UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memo-
rial Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL, Auditorium, 1610
Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.

JULY 8-10

AMARILLO, TX, CivicCenter Coliseum, 3rd
&Buchanan Sts.

BIRMINGHAM. AL CivicCenter Coliseum,
One Civic Center Plaza.

CICERO, IL (Spanish only), Hawthorne Race
Track, 35th & CiceroAve.

COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center, 400N. High St

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL (Frenchonly),
Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
20850 Griffin Rd.

FORTWORTH, TX, TarrantCounty Con-
vention Center, 1111 Houston St.

JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum,
Gator Bowl Sports Complex

KENNEWICK, WA (Spanish only), Tri-Cities
Coliseum, 7100 W. Quinault.

LAFAYETTE, LA, Cajundome, WestCon-
gress.

LONG ISLAND CITY, NY(Japaneseonly),
Assembly Hall of Jehovah’'s Witnesses, 44-17
GreenpointAve.

MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.

MADISON, WI, Dane County Expo: nCen-
ter, 1881 Expo Mall East.

MEMPHIS, TN, Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-
South Fairgrounds.

MOBILE, AL CivicCenter, 401 Civic Center
Dr.

MONROE, NY (Portuguese only), Assembly
Hallof Jehovah's Witnesses, Mountain &
ForestRds.

NATICK, MA (Greekonly), Assembly Hall of
Jehovah's Witnesses, 85 Bacon St.

PONTIAC, MI, Silverdome, 1200 Feather-
stone Rd

RICHMOND, CA (Tagalogonly), Richmond
Memorial Convention Center, 2544 Barrett
Ave.

RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St

ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Arena,
302ndAve.S.E

ST. PETERSBURG, FL, BayfrontCenter, 400
1stSt.S.

SPRINGFIELD, MA, CivicCenter, 1277 Main
St.

SYRACUSE, NY, Onondaga County War Me-
morial Arena, 515 Montgomery St.

TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. “D”St.

TUCSON, AZ (Spanish only), Convention
Center, 260S. Churchst.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL, Auditorium, 1610
Palm Beach LakesBlvd

WICHITA, KS, Kansas Coliseum, 1-135 at
85thSt. N

JULY 15-17

ABILENE, T X (Spanish only), Taylor County
Coliseum, E. South 11th St. & Loop 322.

BISMARCK, ND, Civic Center Arena, 601
E SweetAve.

BROOKLYN, NY (Italian only), Assembly
Hallof Jehovah's Witnesses, 973 Flatbush
Ave.

CICERO, IL (Spanish only), Hawthorne Race
Track, 35th & CiceroAve.

CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State Universi-
ty Convocation Centre, Prospect & E. 21st

Sts.

COLUMBIA, SC, CarolinaColiseum, Assem-
bly & Blossom Sts.

COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center, 400 N. High SL.

FRESNO, CA, Convention Center, 700 “M" St

HAMPTON, VA, Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum Dr.

HOUSTON, T X Astrodome, Loop 610 atKir-
byDr.

LAFAYETTE, LA, Cajundome, WestCon-
gress.

PROVIDENCE, RI, CivicCenter, One LaSalle
Sq

RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St.

ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic CenterArena,
302ndAve.S.E

ROCHESTER, NY, Community War Memori-
al, 100 Exchange Blvd

ST.PETERSBURG, FL (Spanishonly), Bay-
frontCenter, 400 IstSt. S,

SAN FRANCISCO, C«, Cow Palace, Geneva
Ave.

SPRINGFIELD, MA, CivicCenter, 1277 Main
St

TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E. “D” St.

TUCSON, AZ (Spanish only), Convention
Center, 260S. Churchst.

UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memori-
al Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke

JULY 22-24

COLUMBIA, SC, CarolinaColiseum, Assem-
bly & Blossom Sts.

COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center, 400 N. High St.

FORTWORTH, T X (Spanish only), Tarrant
County Convention Center, 1111 Houston
St

FRESNO, CA, Convention Center, 700 “M " St.

HAMPTON, VA, Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum Dr.

JERSEY CITY, NJ (French only), Assembly
Hallof Jehovah's Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy
Blvd

LINCOLN, NE, Devaney SportsCenter, 16th
st.& Military Rd.

LOSANGELES, CA(Spanish only), Dodger
Stadium, 1000 Elysian Park Ave.

PHOENIX, AZ, America WestArena, 201
E. Jefferson St.

PROVIDENCE, RI, CivicCenter, One LaSalle
sq.

RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St.

ROCHESTER, NY, Community War Memori-
al, 100 Exchange Blvd

ST.PETERSBURG, FL (Spanish only), Bay-
frontCenter, 400 IstSt S,
SAN ANTONIO, T X (Spanish only), Conven-
tion Center Arena, S. Alamo & MarketSts.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Chinese also, in South
Exhibit Hall), Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.

SPRINGFIELD, MA (Spanish only). Civic
Center, 1277 Main St.

UNIONDALE, NY, Nassau Veterans Memori-
al Coliseum, 1255 Hempstead Tpke

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only),
Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.

JULY 29-31

FRESNO, CA (Spanish only), Convention
Center, 700 “M”St

JERSEY CITY, NJ (American Sign Language
only). Assembly Hall of Jehovah's Witness-
es, 2932Kennedy Blvd.

PROVIDENCE, RI, CivicCenter, One LaSalle
sq.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Portuguese sessions
also), Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only),
Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.

AUGUST 5-7

FRESNO, CA (Spanish only), Convention
Center, 700 “M" St

JERSEY CITY, NJ (Korean only), Assembly
Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 2932 Kennedy
Blvd.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, Geneva

UNIONDALE, NY (Spanish only), Nassau
Veterans Memorial Coliseum, 1255 Hemp-
stead Tpke.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only),
Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.

AUGUST 12-14

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX (Spanish only), Me-
morial Coliseum, 402 S. Shoreline Blvd

ESCONDIDO, CA (American Sign Language
only), Jehovah's Witnesses Assembly Hall,
1873 IrisLn.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Spanish only), Cow
Palace, Geneva Ave.

UNIONDALE, NY (Spanish only), Nassau
Veterans Memorial Coliseum, 1255 Hemp-
steadTpke.

AUGUST 19-21
CORPUSCHRISTI, TX (Spanish only),Me-
morial Coliseum, 402 S. Shoreline Blvd.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA(Spanish only), Cow

Palace, Geneva Ave.
WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only),
Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.

AUGUST 26-28

CORPUS CHRISTI, TX (Spanish only), Me-
morial Coliseum, 402 S. Shoreline Blvd

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Spanishonly),
Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd.

Britain
JUNE 10-12

JERSEY, C.l, Fort Regent LeisureCentre,
St. Helier.

JUNE 24-26

BOURNEMOUTH, Bournemouth and Bos-
combe Athletic Football Club, Dean Court

PLYMOUTH, Plymouth Argyle Football
Club, Home Park.

JULY 1-3

LEEDS, Leeds United Football Club, Elland
Rd

LIVERPOOL, Everton Football Club, Goodi-
son Park, Goodison Rd

JULY 8-10

LONDON (Italian only), North London As-
sembly Hall, 174 Bowes Rd.

SUNDERLAND, Sunderland Football Club,
Roker Park, Grantham Rd

WOLVERHAMPTON, WolverhamptonWan-
derers Football Club, Molineux Grounds,
Waterloo Rd.

JULY 15-17

LONDON (Greek only), North London As-
sembly Hall, 174 Bowes Rd.

NORWICH, Norwich City Football Club, Car-
rowRd.

PERTH, St. Johnstone Football Club, Mc-
Diarmid, Park, CrieffRd

SHEFFIELD, DonValley Athletics Stadium,
Attercliffe

JULY 22-24

CARDIFF, Welsh National Rugby Ground,
Cardiff Arms Park

COVENTRY, Highfleld Road Stadium, King
Richard St.

LONDON (CRYSTAL PALACE), National
Sports Centre, Norwood

LONDON (TWICKENHAM) (Spanish also),
Rugby Union Ground, Whitton Rd., Twick-
enham, Middx.

AUGUST 5-7

BRIGHTON, The Brighton Centre, Kings Rd.

SEPTEMBER 9-11

MALTA, New Dolman Hotel Conference
Centre, Qawra, St. Paul's Bay.

Ireland
JULY 8-10

NAVAN, Navan Exhibition Centre, Trim Rd.
JULY 15-17

NAVAN, Navan Exhib

JULY 22-24

NAVAN, Navan Exhib

ion Centre, Trim Rd

n Centre, Trim Rd

Canada
JUNE 24-26

WINDSOR, ONT., St. DenisAthletic & Com-
munity Centre, University of Windsor, Col-
lege Ave. & Huron Church Rd

JULY 1-3

BRAMPTON, ONT. (Chineseonly), Assembly
Hallof Jehovah's Witnesses, Hwy.7,1 mile
W.of Mississauga Rd., Norval.

EDMONTON, ALTA (Sign language also),
Edmonton Northlands Coliseum, 75th St. &
118th Ave.

KAMLOOPS, B.C., Riverside Coliseum,

300 Lome St.

MONTREAL, QUE. (French; sign language
also), Olympic Stadium, boul. Pie-1X &
rueSherbrooke.

SASKATOON, SASK. (Sign language also),
Saskatchewan Place, 3515 Thatcher Ave

TORONTO, ONT.(Sign language also; Ko-
rean, Polish, and Vietnamese sessions also),
SkyDome, 300 Bremner Blvd.

VANCOUVER, B.C. (Sign language also), Pa-
cificColiseum, P.N.E.Grounds, Has-
tingsSt. E & Renfrew St

JULY 8-10

BRAMPTON, ONT. (Portuguese only), As-
sembly Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses,

Hwy. 7,1 mileW. of Mississauga Rd., Norval

HALIFAX,N.S, Halifax Forum, 2901 Windsor
St.

HAMILTON,ONT. (Greek and Russian/
Ukrainian sessions also), Copps Coliseum,
101 York Blvd

NANAIMO, B.C., Frank Crane Arena, Beban
Park Recreation Centre, 2300 Bowen Rd.

OTTAWA, ONT. (Arabic andsign language
also; Armenian and Greek sessions also).
CivicCentreArena, LansdownePark, 1015
Bank St.

PRINCE GEORGE, B.C.,CivicCentre Com-
plex & Plaza, 855 Dominion St.

QUEBECCITY, QUE. (French only), Colisee
de Quebec, 2205, avenue du Colisee

WINNIPEG, MAN., Winnipeg Convention
Centre, 375 York Ave.

JULY 15-17

MONCTON, N.B,, Coliseum Agrena, Killam
Dr.

MOUNT PEARL, NFLD., MountPearl Gla-
cier, Olympic Dr.

SHERBROOKE, QUE. (French only), Palais
des Sports, 360, rue Parc

TERRACE, B.C,, TerraceArena, 3320 Kalum
St

TRAIL, B.C., Trail Memorial Centre, 1051
VictoriaSt.

VICTORIA, B.C.,VictoriaMemorial Arena,
1925Blanshardst.

JULY 22-24

CALGARY,ALTA. (Frenchand Spanish ses-
sions also), Stampede Corral, Stampede
Park, 12thAve. & 4thSt SE

HULL, QUE. (French only), Palais des
Congres, 200 promenade du Portage.

KITCHENER, ONT. (Italian only), Kitchener
Memorial Auditorium Complex, 400 East
Ave

MONTREAL, QUE (Spanishonly), Assembly
HallofJehovah's Witnesses, 12700, boul.
Metropolitan! Est, Pointe-aux-Trembles.

NORTH BAY,ONT., Memorial Gardens
Sports Arena, 100 Chippewa St. E

PENTICTON,B.C., Penticton Trade & Con-
vention Centre, 273 Power St.

JULY 29-31

KITCHENER, ONT. (Spanish only), Kitch-
ener Memorial Auditorium Complex, 400
EastAve,
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Heaven or to Hell?

CC'YY'THAT are y°ur chances of going to
W  heaven or of going to hell?”
Basically, that was asked of a cross sec-
tion of Americans in a recent survey. The
Princeton Religion Re-
search Center published
the results in Religion in
America 19921993.
How would you have
answered? What are the
chances of your mate or
other loved ones going to
heaven at death? Do you
think it possible that
you, or they, might end
up going to hell?
The survey showed
that 78 percent thought
their chances of going to
heaven were good or ex-
cellent, more-than the
number answering that
way some 40 years ago.
Hell? About 77 percent
said the likelihood of
going there was poor.
Were their replies
based on accurate Bible
knowledge? Well, about 4 out of 10 admitted
attending religious services less often than
they did five years ago. Only 28 percent
claimed to share in Bible study groups and
27 percent in religious education classes.

If you carefully study the Bible, you will
find some surprising facts. For example,
the Bible pointedly says that at death Jesus
went to “hell,” as rendered in some Bible

versions. (Acts 2:31,
King James Version;
“Hades,” New World
Translation) God's Word
also proves that neither
King David nor John, the
Baptist went to heaven
at death. (Matthew 11:
11; Acts 2:29) Those are
facts, not mere opinions
from a religious survey.
Other facts that may
affect you: The Bible
teaches that Jesus’ apos-
tles and a limited num-
ber of others will be tak-
en to heaven to rule with
Jesus. However, the ma-
jority of people who have
died simply went to man-
kind’'s common grave.
God will resurrect them,
bringing them to life on
earth with the prospect
of a full, happy, unending life in a restored
earthly paradise.

Jehovah's Witnesses would be pleased to
help you establish from your own Bible the
reliable basis for that hope.



