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When East Megts \West

EAST is East, and West is
f 1 West, and never the twain shall
meet.” These words of British
poet Rudyard Kipling remind us of the deep
cultural differences that divide mankind,
which contribute to the tribal, racial, and
nationalistic hatreds that are exploding all
around us today. Many ask, Cannot God do
something about this situation? Yes, he can!
And he is even now doing something! The
next line of Kipling's poem referred to this.
How long would East and West be divided?
The poet said: “Till Earth and Sky stand
presently at God’s great Judgment Seat.”

God has delegated the responsibility of
judging to his Son, Jesus Christ. (John 5:
22-24, 30) But when does that time of judg-
ment start? Who are judged, and with what
outcome? It was Jesus who described in
prophecy the world wars and accompanying
distresses that began to afflict mankind in
the year 1914. He stated that these mark
“the sign” of his invisible “presence and of
the conclusion of the system of things.”
—Matthew 24:3-8.

At the climax of this great prophecy, Je-
sus identifies our present time as one of
judgment, saying of himself: “When the
Son of man arrives in his glory, and all the
angels with him, then he will sit down on
his glorious throne. And all the nations will
be gathered before him, and he will separate
people one from another, just as a shepherd
separates the sheep from the goats. And he
will put the sheep on his right hand, but the
goats on his left.” Figuratively, all peoples
of earth are now gathered before the Judge
and are accountable for the way they re-
spond to his message of salvation. When

judgment is executed soon at the great
tribulation, the disobedient goatlike people
“will depart into everlasting cutting-off, but
the righteous ones [the obedient sheeplike
ones] into everlasting life.”—Matthew 25:
31-33, 46; Revelation 16:14-16.

‘From the Sunrising
and From the Sunset’

The judgment of this world actually got
under way during the tempestuous years of
World War |I. At that time, Christendom’s
clergy gave wholehearted support to the
warring factions. This identified them as
part of a corrupt world that merits “the
wrath of God.” (John 3:36) Yet what of
peace-loving Christians who exercised faith
in God? Starting in the year 1919, these
began to be gathered to the side of the King,
Christ Jesus.

From all parts of the globe they have
come, first the remaining ones of the 144,-
000 anointed ones, selected throughout the
centuries of the Christian era. These are to
be “joint heirs with Christ” in his heaven-
ly Kingdom. (Romans 8:17) To these God's
prophet says: “Do not be afraid, for | am
with you. From the sunrising | shall bring
your seed, and from the sunset | shall col-
lect you together. | shall say to the north,
‘Give up! and to the south, ‘Do not keep
back. Bring my sons from far off, and my
daughters from the extremity of the earth,
everyone that is called by my name and that
1 have created for my own glory, that I have
formed, yes, that | have made.’”—Isaiah
43:5-7.

But that is not all! Particularly from the
1930's, a great crowd, now running into the
millions, began to be gathered. These are
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“the sheep” that Jesus referred to at Mat-
thew 25:31-46. Like the anointed remnant
before them, these come to “have faith” in
the One who declares: ‘You are my witness-
es, and | am God." (Isaiah 43:10-12) The
gathering of this great crowd is also pro-
ceeding ‘from sunrising and sunset, from
north and south, and from the extremities
of the earth.’

These peace-loving sheep are being weld-
ed into one international brotherhood. They
speak the many different languages of the
231 lands in which they live. Yet they are

united spiritually in learning the “pure lan-
guage” of the Bible's Kingdom message, “in
order for them all to call upon the name of
Jehovah, in order to serve him shoulder to
shoulder.” (Zephaniah 3:9) Their unity of
belief, purpose, and action provides mar-
velous testimony that East has indeed met
West, and peoples from all other points of
the compass, to the service and the praise
of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.

In some lands this gathering is taking
place under the most remarkable circum-
stances, as the following reports will show.

Fast ang West. Jehovah
Strengthens His People

work is banned, in lands ripped apart by
violence, and in countries where bans
have recently been lifted—indeed, through-
out the worldwide field—Jehovah continues
to provide his Witnesses with “power be-
yond what is normal.”—2 Corinthians 4:7.

IN TERRITORIES where the preaching

Prosperity Under Ban

In an archipelago of the Far East, the
preaching work has been under ban now for
17 years. Are the Witnesses discouraged?
Not at alll This past May, they reached a
new peak of 10,756 publishers, of whom
1,297 were serving as full-time ministers.
As world conditions deteriorate, the island
people are ever more inclined to listen to the
truth. So they have been reporting 15,654
Bible studies conducted in the homes of in-
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terested persons. Earlier, 25,397 attended
meetings that were held quietly to com-
memorate Jesus’ death.

When the “Divine Teaching” District
Conventions took place—again discreetly
according to local circumstances—the
brothers were delighted to receive, in the
local language, their copies of the same re-
leases that had been made in the United
States. The translators, proofreaders, and
others had volunteered to work extra hours
so that they could prepare the principal re-
lease, with its hundreds of pages, in time.
And a cooperative outside printing plant
was happy to do a beautiful job of the
printing and binding. Conventioners were
delighted to receive the publication, with its
colorful array of more than a thousand pic-



tures. Many government officials respect
Jehovah's Witnesses, and opposition comes
mainly from Christendom’s clergy. It is
hoped that soon the ban will be lifted.

What of the Americas?

Jehovah's Witnesses in these Western
countries are united with their brothers
in the East in courageously tackling their
problems, and Jehovah’s holy spirit helps
them to overcome difficult situations. Take,
for example, the following report from a
Latin-American land where drug cartels ply
the jungles.

A group of Witnesses took a bus to an
isolated territory. As they got off the bus,
they noticed a small side road leading off
from the village. So the five brothers went
off to see where the little dirt road led, as-
signing sisters and children to work in the
village. One of the brothers relates:

“Two hours of walking along the road pre-
sented very few houses. Then, eight armed
men with hoods over their heads suddenly
came out of the woods. Some had machine
guns, and some had machetes. What had we
run into? We started to ask what they want-
ed, but we were told to be quiet and not
talk—just march ahead. We did! Two more
hours of walking through thick jungle bush
brought us to a clearing that was obvious-
ly an armed camp. Guards with guns were
everywhere. In the center was a decently
built house to which we were directed.

“Once seated we were addressed by one
who was apparently the head man of the
camp. He was neatly dressed, well educated,
and quite dignified. He pointed to one of our
group of brothers and told him to stand up.
He then asked him: ‘What do you think of
[our] group?’ Fully realizing where we were,
the brother replied: ‘Well, we know about
your group, but we have no interest in it or

in any other political group. The only rea-
son we are here is to preach about Jehovah
God’s Kingdom by Christ Jesus. It will soon
destroy all political governments of this
system of things and bring marvelous bless-
ings to people on this earth under Para-
dise conditions—something that no man or
group of men can do.’

“The man’s attitude changed. He began
to ask questions. ‘Where did you learn all
of this? How were you prepared to talk like
that?’ For an hour and a half, we were able
to give a good witness about world condi-
tions and show that the Bible identifies the
only hope for mankind. We also explained
Romans chapter 13—that we obey the au-
thorities in power, but when there is a con-
flict between Jehovah's Word and theirs, we
obey our God, Jehovah, first. Finally, we of-
fered him the books we had. He took three
of them and a Bible and, much to our sur-
prise, gave us a contribution for them. He
said he would read them.

“Next, the leader motioned to one of the
men to take us out of the camp. Soon we
were on our way back, thanking Jehovah for
the victory we had in another field of wit-
nessing.”

In Strife-Torn Africa

Midway between the Far East and the far
West lies the African continent. Tribal war-
fare has turned some countries there into
maelstroms of violence. In Liberia, Je-
hovah's people have again been deeply af-
fected by an upsurge in the civil war. First
there was fighting in and around the capi-
tal city during October and November 1992.
Then, as the war spread up-country, whole
congregations were disbanded as the broth-
ers fled into the bush with the rest of the
population. However, their zeal has re-
mained undiminished. As they fled, they
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preached, and this has resulted in a grand
witness being given in the remotest parts of
the interior.

One congregation of displaced brothers
built a temporary Kingdom Hall in the mid-
dle of a rubber plantation. In a town near
the front lines, during the daytime the ci-
vilian population would flee into the sur-
rounding rubber plantation to escape
bombing from the air. The local brothers
(including many displaced publishers from
the capital, Monrovia) organized field min-
istry and could regularly be seen preaching
to the thousands sheltering under the rub-
ber trees! Whenever a plane approached,
the brothers and sisters would jump into a
nearby ditch and then, when the danger had
passed, continue on with their calls.

Amazingly, the thousand-and-more con-
gregation publishers who are able to get re-
ports through to the Society have aver-
aged, despite these civil war conditions,
18.1 hours in the field ministry and are con-
ducting 3,111 Bible studies monthly.

In Africa during the past four years, re-
strictions on the work of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses have been lifted in 18 countries. And
joy of joys! On August 12, the ban on the
Witnesses in Malawi that had been im-
posed in October 1967, was lifted. The un-
derground preaching of the good news had
always prospered, but now the Witnesses
are able to move ahead in freedom, though
they will have to await the resurrection to
greet again their many dear companions
who were murdered by the oppressors.

In Mozambique a peace accord went into
effect on October 4, 1992. Territories for-
merly inaccessible because of the devas-
tating war of the past 16 years are being
reached. In the area of Carioco, communica-
tion was reestablished with 375 brothers
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and sisters who had lost all contact with
the organization for the past seven years.
A special one-day assembly was held in
Milange, capital of the district formerly
known as the site of a concentration camp
and center for “reeducation” of Jehovah's
Witnesses, many of whom were refugees
from Malawi. A surprising total of 2,915
persons attended, including the town ad-
ministrator, who welcomed Jehovah's Wit-
nesses. So the former “reeducation” center
became a center for divine teaching for the
day.

A missionary writes: “Concerning our
brothers who found themselves in refugee
camps in Tete Province, an interesting ob-
servation was made by a representative of
UNHCR (United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees.) He said that Jehovah's
Witnesses had organized their own camps,
separate from other groups. ‘Their camp,’
he said, ‘was the only one that was proper-
ly run,” adding, ‘Jehovah’s Witnesses are
clean, organized, and educated.’ He then of-
fered to take me by plane across the bush to
see for myself. From the air, the pilot point-
ed out two camps. One was shabby and
dirty, with mud houses built on top of one
another without any planning. The other
was well laid out, with houses separated
into rows by roads. The houses had a neat
appearance, with swept courtyards. Some
were even painted with homemade paint.
‘Guess which one belongs to you people?
the pilot said. It was a great joy for me to
meet the brothers in this camp. There are
now eight congregations in this Witness
village.”

In “the Land of the Eagle”
No, this is not the U.S. eagle! Between
East and West lies a European country, Al-
bania, its name in the official language,



Shqiperia, meaning “The Land of the Ea-
gle.” Recently, a cruel 50-year ban on Jeho-
vah’'s Witnesses in this land has been lifted,
and they are able to unite with their broth-
ers from East and from West in their enjoy-
ment of freedom of worship. They are truly
“buying out the opportune time.” (Ephe-
sians 5:16) The first assembly in the history
of Albania, a one-day assembly, was held at
the National Theater, in the capital, Tirane,
on Sunday, March 21. On Saturday after-
noon a crew of 75 Witness volunteers had
transformed a dilapidated meeting place
into a bright, clean assembly hall. The man-
agement was left speechless. And it is to be
noted that of the 75 volunteers, only about
20 had been baptized!

The weather could not have been bet-
ter. As overseas delegates arrived, greet-
ings—largely by gestures and hugging
—made that special assembly day spe-
cial. With palms extended heavenward,
Brother Nasho Dori gave the opening
prayer. He was baptized in 1930 and is now
legally blind. The program was presented in
Albanian, the greater part by the foreign
special pioneers. The 585 in attendance
sang the song “Christian Dedication”—one
of six that had been translated into Alba-
nian for the occasion—as 41 new brothers
and sisters marched out toward a pool that
visiting Greek brothers had kindly set up
in the local Kingdom Hall. What a change!
Formerly, possessing a Bible meant going
offto labor camps, and meetings were lim-
ited to groups of two or three persons.

The day following the assembly, the
Watch Tower office received a phone call
from the director of the theater. Normally
he takes little interest in who uses the the-
ater. That is the assistant director’s job.
But he said: “I just had to call to thank you.
I have never seen this place so clean. If | had

to describe it, 1I'd say that an air from heav-
en descended on our theater yesterday. Any
time you would like to use our facilities,
please come back, and we will put you first
in line. You know, we really should have you
come every three months rent free.”

The Witnesses returned to their towns
strengthened and thankful and began pre-
paring for the Memorial of Jesus’ death.
Just 15 days later, on Tuesday, April 6,
the first open Memorial was held in seven
places.

In the town of Berat, meeting attendance
has swelled to about 170, and the local priest
is furious. Of the 33 Kingdom publishers in
Berat, 21 were baptized at the assembly.
Berat reported 472 attending the Memorial.
Other Memorial attendances were also out-
standing, largely as a result of the fine lead
given by special pioneers.

In the most Catholic town of Albania,
Shkoder, where there is a basilica, the
church began printing a monthly newslet-
ter, and each issue has dealt with “How to
Avoid Jehovah’'s Witnesses.” The last issue
said: “Jehovah’s Witnesses have taken over
Shkoder”! The large army of two Witnesses
there gathered 74 well-behaved and serious-
minded people to the Memorial. After hear-
ing the Memorial talk, 15 families asked
for home Bible studies. In another town,
Durres, where there is an army of four Wit-
nesses, attendance was a splendid 79.

Because of opposition by Catholic youths,
who threatened to drive the Witnesses away
with stones, the Memorial meeting in the
mountain village of Kalmeti i Vogel was
moved to a local brother’'s home, where 22
attended peacefully. There are five publish-
ers in this group, of whom three were bap-
tized at the assembly in Tirane.

In Vlore two young men received a copy
of The Watchtower, read it, and wrote the
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East meets West
in Moscow and Kiev

Society: “We now call ourselves Jehovah's
Witnesses because of the truth we have
learned in The Watchtower. Please send us
help.” Two special pioneers were assigned
there, and one of these young men quickly
became qualified as a publisher. He was hap-
py to be among the 64 attending the Memo-
rial in Vlore.

An Albanian brother who learned the
truth in the United States returned in the
1950's to his native town of Gjirokaster,
where he served to the extent possible until
his death. He sowed the seeds of truth in his
son’s heart. When the ban was lifted, this
son asked the Watch Tower Society for help.
Another interested person living in avillage
just to the north had also written for help, so
four special pioneers were sent there. On the
Wednesday morning following the Memori-
al, one of them phoned the Society’s Tirane
office: “I couldn’t hold back from telling you
how much Jehovah'’s spirit has done. We are
so happy. The Memorial was a success.” At-
tendance was 106, including their band of
seven Kingdom publishers.

What of the total Memorial attendance?
In 1992, when there were just 30 Kingdom
publishers, the attendance was 325. In 1993,
the 131 publishers had gathered in 1,318
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attenders. In both years, at-

tendance has been ten times

the number of publishers.

How exciting to see “the lit-
tle one . . . become a thousand” in such a
short period of time!—Isaiah 60:22.

“Lengthen Out Your Tent Cords”

As the preaching work of Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses expands into all corners of the globe,
the call goes forth: “Make the place of your
tent more spacious. And let them stretch
out the tent cloths of your grand tabernacle.
Do not hold back. Lengthen out your tent
cords, and make those tent pins of yours
strong. For to the right and to the left
you will break forth.” (Isaiah 54:2, 3) This
breaking forth in God’s “grand tabernacle”
—represented in the worldwide congrega-
tion of his worshipers—has indeed been ap-
parent in Eastern Europe, especially in the
lands of the former Soviet Union. After sus-
taining his servants during decades of re-
pression, Jehovah is now providing his Wit-
nesses with the dynamic energy needed to
expand and strengthen the organization.

In Moscow, Russia, at Locomotive Stadi-
um, on July 22-25, a peak of 23,743 attended
alandmark international convention of last
year’s “Divine Teaching” series. Who would
have thought this possible, even two years
ago? But there they were! More than 1,000
came from Japan and Korea, almost 4,000



came from the

United States and

Canada, and other

thousands came from more than 30 lands in
the South Pacific, Africa, Europe, and other
areas—truly a meeting of East and West.
How encouraging for all of these to mingle
freely with more than 15,000 of their Rus-
sian brothers and sisters! Joy knew no
bounds.

An amazing total of 1,489 new Witnesses
were baptized. The baptism was given great
publicity by the media around the world,
including a fine picture on the front page of
The New York Times. As thunderous as was
the applause during the baptism, it was ex-
ceeded during the final talk when, after the
speaker thanked the 4,752 volunteers and
officials who had helped make such a success
of the convention, he said: “Above all, we
thank Jehovah!” Yes, Jehovah's spirit had
held back strong opposition from the Ortho-
dox religionists and provided the vital ener-
gy that made the convention a thrilling re-
ality.

More was to come, however, in the Ukrai-
nian city of Kiev, August 5-8. Again, willing
volunteers completely refurbished the sta-
dium, and this mammoth Kingdom Hall ac-
commodated 64,714 as the peak attendance.
Once more, the Witnesses came from East
and West and all places in between. Prin-
cipal talks were interpreted into 12 lan-

guages. Some 53,000 dele-

gates, who arrived by mass

transport, had to be met at
stations and airports and transported to
their accommodations in hotels, schools,
and private homes, as well as on ships. All
of this was accomplished at minimal ex-
pense with a smoothness and efficiency of
organization that brought expressions of
amazement and praise from the city’s po-
lice.

The high point of the thrilling convention
program was the baptism, which occupied
all of two-and-a-half hours. A total of 7,402
new brothers and sisters symbolized their
dedication to Jehovah, while the applause
echoed and reechoed around the vast stadi-
um. This was more than the previous all-
time baptism peak of 7,136 recorded when
253,922 conventioners assembled in New
York City in 1958.

As this judgment period now proceeds to-
ward its finale, sheeplike people from East,
West, and even “the most distant part of the
earth” are being gathered into a unity un-
paralleled in all human history. Indeed, a
“great crowd . . . out of all nations and
tribes and peoples and tongues” are joining
spiritual Israel in declaring their faith in
Jesus’ precious ransom sacrifice, the foun-
dation of all that is being accomplished in
vindication of Jehovah’s sovereign rule.
—Acts 1:8; Revelation 7:4, 9, 10.
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Take refuge in Jehovah

“Inyou, 0 Jehovah, have I taken refuge.

MELODIOUS voice sings of a man
Awho, though worn out in mind and

body, casts himself upon Jehovah.
Faith triumphs, say the lyrics of that sa-
cred song. In the waiting arms of the Al-
mighty, this man finds shelter from hound-
ing persecutors. “In you, 0 Jehovah, have |
taken refuge,” goes his psalm. “0 may |
never be ashamed. In your righteousness
provide escape for me.”—Psalm 31:1.

PSALM 31:1.

derful loving-kindness to me in acity under
stress.”—Psalm 31:21.

Mighty Chorus
of Kingdom Proclaimers

4  Today, the words of that psalm have

again come to life. Songs of praise to Jeho-
vah cannot be stifled by any evil opposer,
by any natural disaster, or by any economic
woe; truly, Jehovah’s loving-kindness has
become wonderful to his people. Around the

2 The psalmist has one refuge—the best or|d last service year, a mighty chorus,

one! Let other things be in doubt, yet this
fact remains: Jehovabh is his stronghold, his
fortress. His confidence rests on two sure
pillars. One, his faith, which Jehovah will
not put to shame, and two, Jehovah’s righ-
teousness, which means He will never per-
manently abandon His servant. Jehovah is
not a God who shames his faithful servants;
he is no promise breaker. Rather, he is a
God of truth and a rewarder of those ear-
nestly putting trust in him. In the end,
faith will be rewarded! Escape will come!
—Psalm 31:5, 6.

3 Composing his music with undulating

strains that rise from depths of grief and
woe to peaks of confidence, the psalmist
finds inward strength. He magnifies Jeho-
vah for His loyal love. “Blessed be Jeho-
vah,” he sings, “for he has rendered won-

1. How does Psalm 31 express confidence in Je-

hovah's ability to provide refuge?

2. (a) We can put trust in Jehovah as our strong-
hold based on what two pillars? (b) What kind of
God is Jehovah?

3. How does the psalmist magnify Jehovah?
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peaking at 4,709,889 in 231 lands, sang
the message of God's Kingdom. Jehovah's
heavenly government by Christ Jesus is a
refuge that will not disappoint them. Last
year, these Kingdom proclaimers from 73,-
070 congregations spent a total of 1,057,-
341,972 hours in the evangelizing work.
This has resulted in 296,004 persons sym-
bolizing their dedication to God by water
baptism. And what a wonderful surprise
was enjoyed by all the attendees at the
Divine Teaching International Convention
held in Kiev, Ukraine, this past August.
They saw history made, witnessing the
largest recorded mass baptism of true
Christians ever! As prophesied at Isaiah 54:
2, 3, God'’s people are breaking forth in un-
precedented numbers.

4, 5. (a) What mighty chorus is praising Jeho-
vah today, and how have they done that during
this past service year? (See chart on pages
12-15.) (b) In what way does the Memorial at-
tendance indicate that there are more individu-
als willing to join the chorus of Kingdom pro-
claimers? (See chart.) (c) What group in your
congregation may be in line to join the chorus?



5However, additional willing subjects of
God’s Kingdom are standing in line to join
the chorus. Last year, the Memorial of Je-
sus’ death was attended by an astounding
total of 11,865,765 people. Hopefully, many
of these will qualify to sing the Kingdom
song from door to door during this service
year. How that prospect must fill the enemy
of truth, Satan the Devil, with rage!—Rev-
elation 12:12, 17.

6 Satan will try to block others from add-
ing their voices to that mighty chorus. For
example, publishers in Thailand find an in-
creasing number of people plagued by de-
mon harassment. Many sincere ones, how-
ever, have been set free with the help of
Jehovah. After visiting a witch doctor out
of curiosity, one man was under the power
of the demons for ten years. He endeavored
to break free from their power with the help
of a clergyman, but he experienced no real
improvement. A full-time minister of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses started a Bible study with
the man and taught him from the Bible
the only way to get free from demon power
—take in accurate knowledge of the truth,
put faith in Jehovah God, and supplicate
him in prayer.—1 Corinthians 2:5; Philip-
pians 4:6, 7; 1 Timothy 2:3, 4.

7The night after this discussion, the
man had a dream in which his dead father
threatened him if he did not return to being
a spiritistic medium. His family began to
suffer. Unwilling to be swayed, the man
continued his Bible lessons and began at-
tending meetings. During one of those
studies, the pioneer explained that some-
times objects used in spiritistic rituals can
give the demons an opening to harass peo-
ple who are trying to get free from their

6, 7. Explain how an interested man overcame
demon harassment with the help of Jehovah.

power. The man remembered that he had
some oil that he had used as a charm. He
now realized that he had to throw it away.
Since disposing of it, he has not been both-
ered again by the wicked spirits. (Compare
Ephesians 6:13; James 4:7, 8.) He and his
wife are progressing well with their study
and regularly attend the meetings for Bible
instruction.

80ther obstacles may muffle the sound of
the good news. Because of a very oppressive
economic situation in Ghana, workers have
been laid off. The cost of living has skyrock-
eted, which makes it a real problem to ob-
tain the bare necessities of life. How have
Jehovah's people been coping? By trusting,
not in themselves, but in Jehovah. For ex-
ample, one day a man left a sealed envelope
at the reception desk of the branch office.
In the envelope was $200, or three months’
minimum wage. The envelope came from
an anonymous gift giver, but on the wrap-
per was this inscription: “I lost my job, but
Jehovah has provided me with another one.
I am grateful to him and his Son, Christ
Jesus. To assist in the spreading of the good
news of the Kingdom before the end comes,
I am enclosing a modest contribution.”
—Compare 2 Corinthians 9:11.

9Meeting attendance helps train those
who join in the mighty chorus of praise to
Jehovah. (Compare Psalm 22:22.) Thus, in
the southern part of Honduras, there is a
congregation called El Jordan. What is so
special about this small group? It is their
faithful meeting attendance. Of the 19 pub-
lishers, 12 have to cross a wide river to at-
tend the meetings each week. This is not a
big problem in the dry season, since they
can cross the river by using rocks as
stepping-stones. However, during the rainy

8, 9. What other obstacles have some Kingdom
proclaimers overcome?
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1993 SERVICE YEAR REPORT OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES WORLDWIDE

Country or Territory

Alaska

Albania

Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra

Angola

Anguilla
Antigua
Argentina
Aruba
Australia
Austria

Azores
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Barbados
Belau
Belgium

Belize
Benin
Bermuda
Bolivia
Bonaire

Bosnia & Herzegovina

Botswana
Brazil
Britain
Brunei
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso

Cambodia
Cameroon
Canada

Cape Verde
Cayman Islands
Central Afr. Rep.

Chad
Chile
Chuuk
Colombia
Comoros
Congo

Cook Islands
Costa Rica
Cote d’'lvoire
Croatia

Population

618,295
3,262,000
27,300,000
52,860
61,599
9,400,000

7,000
65,952
32,615,528
72,040
17,568,700
7,812,000

235,390
254,685
117,483,910
258,000
16,449
10,003,319

190,000
4,840,000
53,460
6,500,000
11,665
4,516,000

1,326,796
152,057,563
56,656,737
275,000
8,500,000
9,634,000

9,000,000
12,800,000
27,269,062

408,538
17,000
3,000,000

5,650,000
13,231,803
63,599
33,951,171
450,000
2,425,000

19,000
3,275,614
11,941,296
4,784,265

1993
Peak
Pubs.

2,280
164

82

204
159
22,033

25

314
102,043
491
58,053
20,494

524
1,294
41
1,975
59
27,145

1,039
3,216
394
9,571
61
386

803
366,297
127,395

13

413

605

5
19,268
109,303
802

99
1,649

345
44,668
49
60,854
5
2,527

178
14,014
4,330
3,974

Ratio,
One Pub-
lisher to:

271
19,890
332,927
259

387

427

280
210
320
147
303
381

449
197
2,865,461
131
279
369

183
1,505
136
679
191
11,699

1,652
415
445

21,154

20,581

15,924

1,800,000
664

249

509

172

1,819

16,377
296
1,298
558
90,000
960

107
234
2,758
1,204

1993
Av.
Pubs.

2,088
124

65

199
150
18,254

23

286
99,069
478
56,345
20,065

509
1,262
37

704
341,433
122,245

8

347

537

3
17,715
105,201
723

93
1,612

322
42,580
44
57,179
4
2,318

145
13,553
4,164
3,799

% Inc.

Over
1992

2

244

12

4
4%

3

[
ORI A NIONWWN NNAOROG

55,039
19,607

474
1,223
36
1,892
56
25,432

935
2,627
370
8,438
50
292

627
324,627
120,648

8

215

507

16,569
103,412
571

91
1,471

300
41,270
49
51,528
2

2,074

136
13,285
3,897
3,413

1993
No

Bptid.

89

80

14

3

5
1,084

15
9,120
30
2,423
852

27
79
107

2
1,233

76
361
15
933

66
24,389
5,200

128
35

1,583
4,226
155
198
29
2,714
5,183

260
892

359
335

Av.
Pio.
Pubs.

216
27

35
18
1,955

56
12,644

5,774
1,800
53
186
216

2,056
149
456

1,819

5
41

88
34,219
12,803

85
98

1,032
11,123
119

300
83
5,776
8,487

346

13
1,244
790
478

No. of
Congs.

1,513

698
277

18
22

21

359

22
83

137

20
5,669
1,371

17

440
1,336
16

45

14
448
751

59
230

116
72

Total
Hours

373,798
62,303
13,703
56,513
32,704

5,309,268

5,180
82,846
22,537,172
72,276
11,650,645
4,030,283

102,585
328,606
11,336
401,783
22,026
4,884,057

250,284
880,281
91,063
2,937,413
11,408
80,975

174,612
67,746,929
23,859,624

355

135,707

174,405

2,317
3,657,463
21,048,402
211,712
18,912
499,097

132,281
10,570,485
22,195
15,120,899
1,737
760,512

26,776
2,735,706
1,381,754

909,230

Av.
Bible
Studies

1,105
294
107
263

76
52,499

30

370
93,439
405
30,034
12,517

517
1,715
63

1,000
440,694
61,946
7

724
1,157

8
27,275
51,505

1,531
102
2,891

639
58,598
154
100,927
15
7,538

110
16,509
8,756
2,532

Memorial
Atten-
dance

4,681
1,318
141
575
287
81,311

103

852
218,198
1,621
108,399
34,826

1,148
3,794
165
5,478
278
51,350

4,877
15,951
863
36,723
202
1,016

2,403
981,812
226,924

41

1,187

1,872

23
67,671
187,666
3,451
219
9,210

2,084
129,386
410
249,271
16
10,109

322
37,479
17,543

8,006
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Curagao
Cyprus

Czech Republic
Denmark
Dominica
Dominican Rep.
Ecuador

El Salvador

Equatorial Guinea
Estonia
Ethiopia

Faeroe Islands
Falkland Islands
Fiji

Finland

France

French Guiana
Gabon

Gambia
Germany

Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe

Guam
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana
Haiti
Hawaii
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India

Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Kenya
Kiribati
Korea, Republic of
Kosrae
Latvia
Lebanon
Lesotho

Liberia

Libya
Liechtenstein
Lithuania

144,097
590,000

10,302,215
5,189,378
71,794
8,000,000
10,958,000
5,227,500

372,540
1,500,000
48,000,000
46,804
2,150
735,985

5,054,982
57,700,000
120,000
1,100,000
1,025,000
80,980,343

15,378,892
28,848
10,256,464
55,117
92,000
387,000

150,000
9,500,000
7,828,000
1,020,000

760,048
6,000,000

1,159,614
5,176,474
6,000,000
10,298,900
262,193
904,279,512

5,104,000
7,050,000
56,778,031
2,300,000
123,957,458
25,000,000

75,052
44,056,087
8,109
2,600,000
3,340,000
1,834,123

2,500,000
4,280,000

29,772
3,500,000

1,460
1,482

15,713
16,181

290
16,180
25,597
20,828

212
1,672
3,884

109

10
1,484

18,437
122,254
1,028
1,333
41
166,505

41,662
127
25,278
144
499
7,194

493
14,281
389

18
1,809
8,408

7,203
7,192
3,006
14,347
285
13,010

4,224
457
201,440
9,342
183,097
8,012

57
74,597
20

423
3,097
1,895

1,362
10

66
804

99
398

656
321
248
494
428
251

1,757
897
12,358
429
215
496

274
472
117
825
25,000
486

369
227
406
383
184

54

304
665
20,123
56,667
420
714

161
720
1,996
718
920
69,506

1,208
15,427
282
246
677
3,120

1,317
591
405

6,147

1,078
968

1,836
428,000
451
4,353

1,443
1,457

15,275
15,786

280
15,415
24,019
19,942

199
1,418
3,525

99
8
1,390

18,119
119,730
986
1,272
33
161,685

37,909
116
24,760
127
476
6,957

467
13,632
339

17
1,754
8,115

6,860
6,571
2,817
13,373
272
12,5632

4,106
444
196,206
9,071
177,611
7,236

50
72,839
18

328
3,001
1,720

1,349
5

62
714
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1,439
1,384

14,463
15,951

259
14,326
21,493
19,358

175
[m]

2,968
108

9
1,329

17,871
117,668
846
1,157
28
158,461

34,855
125
24,559
127
469
6,697

409
13,085
328

1
1,668
7,460

6,498
6,347
2,494
12,053
255
11,597

3,930
418
188,970
8,952
165,823
6,468

44
68,955
17

D

2,849
1,596

1,465
8

61

[m]

17
15

267
225

6
244
382
359

4
15
48
4
1
38

289
1,608
16

17

1
1,972

673
2
335
7

7
81

7
210
14

1

31
175

83
114
29
212
7
381

103

8
2,583
172
3,126
159

1
1,368
1

5

64

48

39

1
8

262,825
323,294

2,889,498
2,533,270

70,880
4,871,057
7,025,588
4,592,800

62,792
431,145
1,289,350
27,485
992
373,504

3,596,360
22,089,821
282,507
372,484
14,596
28,775,387

8,363,793

111,858
1,242,867

140,156
2,997,956
98,831
17,040
363,056
2,284,268

1,876,271
1,727,607
982,021
2,609,456
53,515
2,926,871

1,242,968
111,216
51,628,175
1,705,457
89,838,835
2,596,995

17,207
33,420,021
9,187
128,680
627,384
501,674

506,512
1,154
14,880
150,946

1,537
801

14,522
5,342
368
33,388
44,625
27,115

626
3,065
4,677

50
5
1,738

9,900
62,301
1,797
3,870
74
93,691

74,287
43
8,961
136
589
8,684

713
15,875
531
112
1,978
15,924

5,341
10,565
4,167
10,175
175
11,245

2,622
492
109,495
10,124
220,906
12,763

117
69,784
58
1,080
2,419
2,315

3,286
6

45
666

3,591
3,042

35,519
24,558
1,139
58,285
105,532
66,070

1,237
5,377
11,932
172

18
5,633

28,753
232,545
3,718
5,973
133
287,992

144,532
208
41,163
273
1,382
17,587

1,527
46,429
1,364
197
6,510
44,476

16,870
29,124

7,529
931
385,717
24,575
368,618
23,546

204
132,798
89
1,215
6,547
5,949

5,573
14

130
2,143
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Country or Territory

Luxembourg
Macao

Madagascar
Madeira
Malawi
Malaysia
Mali

Malta

Marquesas Islands
Marshall Islands
Martinique
Mauritius
Mayotte

Mexico

Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique
Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru

Nepal
Netherlands
Nevis

New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua

Niger
N_igeria

Niue

Norfolk Island
Norway
Pakistan

Panama
PapuaNew Guinea
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines
Pohnpei

Poland
Portugal
PuertoRico
Reunion
Rodrigues
Romania

Rota
Rwanda

St. Eustatius
St. Helena
St. Kitts

St. Lucia

Population

462,818
400,000

13,224,600
253,080
8,549,000
19,101,000
10,115,000
405,000

7,856
46,956
359,570
1,056,741
94,587
86,270,710

11,888
28,000,000
16,593,500
45,000,000

1,401,711
6,242

20,750,695
15,239,182
10,080
164,173
3,450,900
4,200,000

7,691,000
88,514,501
2,532

1,912
4,312,693
121,000,000

2,535,012
3,629,538
4,239,009
23,000,000
64,000,000
35,942

38,459,031
9,370,000
3,522,000

631,500
34,493
22,786,000

2,388
7,828,000
1,500
5,302
31,880
142,000

1993
Peak
Pubs.

1,733
61

5,127
825
30,408
1,479
132
492

36

186
3,410
1,085
34
380,201

40

56
10,238
2,188
707

8

117
32,124
40
1,435
12,802
10,413

182
174,582
28

9

9,861
357

7,532
3,008
4,448

45,363

116,576

69

113,551
41,842
25,239

2,219
34
28,285

11
2,080
16
151
157
564

Ratio,
One Pub-
Usher to:

267
6,557

2,579
307
281

12,915
76,629
823

218
252
105
974
2,782
227

297
500,000
1,621
20,567
1,983
780

177,356
474
252
114
270
403

42,258
507

90

212

437
338,936

337
1,139
953
507
549
521

339
224
140
285
1,015
806

217
3,763
94

35
203
252

1993
Av.
Pubs.

1,693
54

4,813
768
26,501
1,433
120
468

34

155
3,345
1,043
32
366,117

36

47
7,529
2,083
645

7

102
30,905
37
1,348
12,144
10,088

170
164,084
25

5

9,480
332

7,129
2,847
3,997
43,141
113,019
64

110,770
41,056
24,760

2,146
31
26,441

10
1,881
12
137
148
532

% Inc.
Over
1992
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1992
Av.
Pubs.

1,626
43

4377
714
25,770
1,331
106
448

30

155
3,205
994

29
343,708

37

34
5,933
1,937
598

6

93
30,749
37
1,309
11,948
9,291

151
154,004
27

10
9,511
301

6,897
2,689
3,766
40,419
111,007
71

105,495
39,476
24,657

2,010
32
23,035

11
1,459
12
137
135
504

1993

BptzldA

94

667
65
1,498
105
13

22

190
83

31,060

10
1,202
106
52

22
1,021
2

124
671
856

22
8,888

290
21

520
252
324
4,782
7,559
1

8,164
2,266
1,158

183

3,341

413

PO O

Av.
Pio.
Pubs.

157
12

700
59
2,108
200
53

54

326
121

51,625

1,172
292
68

31
2,071

138
1,421
1,587

42
19,777

537
40

1,086
407
612

10,330
22,705
16

7,961
3,065
2,329

233

1,092

668

13
86

No. of
Congs.

28

81
12
583

9,574

244
91
17

381

18
156
179

3,289

177

151
102
68
1,171
3,332

1,397
631
307

27

325

w
~NNN R O

Total
Hours

353,348
17,908

1,318,706
137,954
5,102,459
386,797
77,289
101,412

13,837
37,997
720,755
259,508
14,954
87,795,796

8,809
14,854
2,071,632
520,033
147,344
508

43,082
4,870,563
10,969
294,826
2,583,865
3,056,289

74,098
35,869,881
5,977

700
1,289,534
76,968

1,882,976
776,532
1,025,763
14,871,171
28,110,906
21,534

18,115,357
7,151,093
4,579,433

494,464
12,920
3,770,256

3,078
1,019,682
5,527
13,075
29,628
140,363

Av.
Bible
Studies

1,183
70

14,244
653
19,191
2,222
392
261

74

338
3,550
1,244
59
526,162

41

76
13,387
1,875
702

3

313
11,723
53
1,430
8,093
24,485

371
242,028
36

6

3,641
416

11,086
4,362
5,603

70,374

94,370

122

79,131
27,049
19,281
1,929
a7
12,104

12
6,982
34

70
166
740

Memorial
Atten-
dance

3,599
130

26,796
1,802
68,525
4,087
553
853

97

966

8,711
2,515

108
1,349,998

150
124
29,063
5,287
1,799
46

544
54,400
150
3,859
25,678
52,160

757
473,245
74

10
16,611
1,536

25,695
13,757
9,796
157,625
357,388
309

235,642
89,811
60,780

5,192
104
80,127

57
8,280
a7

300
378
1,598
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St. Maarten

St. Pierre & Miquelon
St. Vincent

Saipan

San Marino

Sao Tome &Principe

Senegal
Seychelles
Sierra Leone
Slovakia
Slovenia
Solomon Islands

South Africa
Spain

Sri Lanka
Suriname
Swaziland
Sweden

Switzerland
Tahiti
Taiwan
Tanzania
Thailand
Togo

Tokelau

Tonga

Trinidad & Tobago
Tunisia

Turkey

Turks & Caicos Isis.

Tuvalu

Uganda

U.S.of America
Uruguay
Vanuatu
Venezuela

Virgin Isis. (Brit.)
Virgin Isis. (U.S.)
Wallis & Futuna Isis.
Western Samoa

Yap

Yugoslavia, F. R.

Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe

195 Countries
Al2 Countries

of Former U.S.S.R.
*24 Other Countries

GRAND TOTAL (231 countries)

24,000
6,300
107,598
45,744
23,000
124,206

7,910,000
70,763
4,769,000
5,318,178
1,962,606
336,942

39,699,748
39,141,000
17,500,000
400,000
876,852
8,712,403

6,904,600
195,111
20,894,600
27,295,000
57,788,965
3,806,000

1,700
94,649
1,235,400
8,600,000
60,000,000
12,600

9,000
18,540,000
255,082,000
3,030,000
142,630
21,500,000
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336

116
158
1,875
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4,503

5563
107
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3,257

During the 1993 service year the Watch Tower Society spent
$48,857,112.38 in caring for special pioneers, missionaries,
and traveling overseers in their field service assignments.
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Those who take refuge in
Jehovah make a mighty chorus
of Kingdom proclaimers

— 4,709,889 strong!

1. Senegal
2. Brazil
3. Chile
4. Bolivia

season, conditions change.

What was once an unim-

posing stretch of water be-

comes a torrent washing

away everything in its

path. To surmount this ob-

stacle, the brothers and sis-

ters have to be good swim-

mers. Before crossing, they

put their meeting clothes in a tina (metal
tub) and then cover it with a plastic bag.
The strongest swimmer uses the tina as a
buoy and leads the group across. Safe on
the other side, they dry themselves, get
dressed, and arrive at the Kingdom Hall
cheerful and sparkling clean!—Psalm 40:9.

A Fortress Where We May Dwell

IOWhether you are under outright de-
mon attack or feeling stress from other
sources, Jehovah can be your stronghold.
Call out to him in prayer. He listens atten-
tively even to the faintest moanings of his
people. The psalmist found that to be true
and wrote: “Incline to me your ear. Deliver
me speedily. Become for me a rocky strong-
hold, a house of strongholds to save me. For
you are my crag and my stronghold; and for
the sake of your name you will lead me and
conduct me. You will bring me out of the
net that they have hidden for me, for you
are my fortress.”—Psalm 31:2-4.

10. Why can we turn to Jehovah during times of
stress?
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1 Jehovah provides not just a temporary
refuge but an unassailable fortress where
we may dwell in security. His lead and guid-
ance have not failed his people. Divine pow-
er will render useless all the crafty acts of
Satan and his brood. (Ephesians 6:10, 11)
As we trust wholeheartedly in Jehovah, he
will draw us away from Satan's snares.
(2 Peter 2:9) During the past four years, the
preaching work of Jehovah's Witnesses has
opened up in some 35 countries. Also, in
areas of the world where the social, econom-
ic, or political conditions hinder the preach-
ing of the good news, some sheeplike people
have moved to where they can be reached
more freely. Japan is one such place.

2In Japan there has been an influx of
guest workers from overseas, and many
foreign-language congregations have been
established. The experience of a brother in
a Japanese congregation illustrates how
productive this foreign-language field is.

11. Explain why Jehovah's fortress is not a tem-
porary place.

12. How did a pioneer in Japan make Jehovah
his stronghold?



He wanted to go to serve where the need
was greater. However, he was already con-
ducting ten Bible studies where he was.
One of his friends jokingly said: “If you go
where the need is greater, you will have
to conduct 20 Bible studies there!” He re-
ceived an assignment and went to Hiroshi-
ma. After four months, however, he had
just one Bible study. One day he called on
a man from Brazil who spoke only Portu-
guese. Since the brother could not commu-
nicate with the man, he bought a textbook
on Portuguese. After learning some simple
conversational expressions, he again visit-
ed the man. When the brother greeted him
in the Portuguese language, the man was
amazed and, with a big smile, opened the
door wide and invited him in. A Bible study
was started. Soon the brother was conduct-
ing a total of 22 studies, 14 in Portuguese,
6 in Spanish, and 2 in Japanese!

Preaching With Confidence
13 Jehovah's people confidently sing the

13. Why should no one try to shame us into
serving Jehovah?

Kingdom song with full faith that Jehovah
is their refuge. (Psalm 31:14) They will not
be ashamed—Jehovah will not humiliate
them, for he will fulfill his word. (Psalm
31:17) The Devil and his demonic cohorts
will be ashamed. Since Jehovah'’s people are
commissioned to preach a message that is
free of shame, they are not shamed by other
people into preaching. That is not the way
Jehovah, or his Son, incites people to wor-
ship Him. When people’s hearts are full of
faith and appreciation for Jehovah’s good-
ness and loving-kindness, it is the good
condition of their hearts that impels their
mouths to speak. (Luke 6:45) Thus, what-
ever time we spend in service each month,
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especially if that time represents the best
that we can do, is good, not shameful. Was
not the widow’s mite fully appreciated by
Jesus and his Father?—Luke 21:1-4.

U For a growing number of publishers,
being whole-souled in their worship in-
cludes serving as pioneers—=890,231 the
peak last year! If the previous year’s prog-
ress is maintained, this figure will likely
exceed 1,000,000. The following experience
shows how a sister in Nigeria entered the
pioneer ranks. She writes: “When | was
about to finish secondary school, | went to
help with the cooking for those attending
the pioneer school of Jehovah's Witnesses.
I met two sisters there who were older than
my grandmother. When | found out that
they were pioneers attending the school, |
thought to myself, ‘If those two can pio-
neer, why can’'t 1?’ So after | finished
school, | too became a regular pioneer.”

B Not all can pioneer, but they can wit-
ness. In Belgium an 82-year-old sister went
shopping for meat. She noted that the
butcher’'s wife was quite disturbed over
recent political upheavals. So the sister
slipped the tract
nesses Believe? in with the money when she
paid her bill. When the sister returned to
the shop, the butcher’s wife, without a mo-
ment's hesitation, asked what the Bible
says about a possible third world war. The
sister brought her the book True Peace and
Security— How Can You Find It? A few
days later, as the elderly sister stepped into
the store, the butcher’s wife had more ques-
tions for her. The sister’s heart went out to
this woman; she simply had to offer her a
Bible study, and this was accepted. Now,

14. What comments can you make regarding the
pioneer work? (See also the chart.)

15. In what way can informal witnessing pave
the way for others to take refuge in Jehovah?
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the butcher’'s wife wants to be baptized.
What about the butcher? He read the tract
and is now studying the Bible too.

‘A Treasure of Goodness’

BDuring these stressful last days, has
not Jehovah “rendered wonderful loving-
kindness” to those who have taken refuge
in him? Like a loving, protective father,
Jehovah has set aside a treasure of good-
ness for his earthly children. He has been
showering happiness upon them before all
onlookers, just as the psalmist says: “How
abundant your goodness is, which you have
treasured up for those fearing you! Which
you have rendered to those taking refuge in
you, in front of the sons of men.”—Psalm
31:19, 21.

7 Therefore, worldly people become eye-
witnesses of the honesty of those worship-
ing Jehovah, and they marvel. For example,
in Ghana a 96-year-old man went to the
office of the marriage registrar and re-
quested that his common-law marriage of
70 years now be registered. The marriage
officer was shocked and asked: “Are you
sure that is what you want to do? At your

WhatDo Jgiwnrah’'s Wit-

1BThe man explained: “lI want to be one
of Jehovah’'s Witnesses and share in the
most important work before the end of the
world—the work of preaching the good
news of God’s Kingdom. This work leads to
everlasting life. Jehovah's Witnesses obey
the civil law, including the law on marriage
registration. So please do the registration
for me.” The officer was dumbfounded. He
went ahead with the registration, and the
elderly man left happy that he now had a
legal marriage.—Compare Romans 12:2.

16. How has Jehovah set aside a treasure of
goodness for his people?

17-19. In Ghana, what good resulted from an
aged man’s legalizing his marriage?



D After that, the marriage registrar pon-
dered over the things he had heard. “Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses . . . the most important
work . . . the end of the world . . . God's
Kingdom . . . everlasting life.” Puzzled as
to what all of this meant in the life of a
96-year-old man, he decided to search for
the Witnesses to look into the matter fur-
ther. He accepted a home Bible study and
made rapid progress. Today, this marriage
registrar is a baptized Witness. Thus, when
we obey Jehovah even in what others may
consider to be small matters, it may result
in untold good for us and for those who
are eyewitnesses of our conduct.—Com-
pare 1 Peter 2:12.

2 0lder ones who have let the truth mold
them into honest people set a good example
for young ones in this dishonest world. In
Myanmar lives such a young sister. She
comes from a poor and humble family of ten
children. The father, a pensioner, is a reg-
ular pioneer. One day in school, the sister
found a diamond ring, which she promptly
took to her teacher. As the class convened
the next day, the teacher told the class how

20. In Myanmar, how did one young sister’s
honesty lead to a good witness?

Do You Remember?

O Why can we confidently make
Jehovah our refuge?

0O What evidence is there that a mighty
chorus is singing Kingdom praise
with courage?

O Why can we be confident that
Satan's net will not ensnare
Jehovah's people?

O What treasure has Jehovah set aside
for those taking refuge in him?

the ring was found and handed in for re-
turn to the owner. Then she asked the
young sister to stand before the entire class
and explain why she had done this, know-
ing that other children might have chosen
to keep it. The sister explained that she was
a Witness of Jehovah and that her God does
not like stealing or any kind of dishonesty.
The whole school heard about it, giving our
young sister a good opportunity to witness
to teachers and students alike.

21 In Belgium a teacher made an interest-
ing remark in class about Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses. He had observed the conduct of one
of his pupils, who was also a young sister,
and said: “l now have another opinion of
Jehovah's Witnesses. Prejudice had led me
to think that they would be the least toler-
ant people. They proved to be the most tol-
erant, while not compromising their prin-
ciples.” Each year an award is given by the
teachers to their best pupils. Among others
is an award for the course in ethics. For
three consecutive years, the awards for the
three superior grades were given by this
teacher to children of Jehovah's Witness-
es. So it often goes with those whose loyal
trust is in Jehovah.—Psalm 31:23.

2Z2Psalm 31 rings out with a triumphant
conclusion: “Be courageous, and may your
heart be strong, all you who are waiting for
Jehovah.” (Psalm 31:24) Therefore, as we
face the closing days of Satan’s wicked sys-
tem, far from leaving us, Jehovah will draw
very near to us and put his own power into
us. Jehovah is faithful and does not fail. He
is our refuge; he is our tower.—Proverbs
18:10.

21. As young people trust in Jehovah, how does
their conduct reflect on him?

22. What is the triumphant conclusion to
Psalm 31, and how does that help us during the
closing days of this system of things?
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“yvou have redeemed me, 0 Jehovah the God of

EE£/"TT“fHANK YOU so much,” wrote a
Christian sister, “for the won-
JL derful information in the Watch-
tower article ‘You Can Find Comfort in
Times of Distress.”* So many of the points
you brought out were exactly the feelings |
have had to deal with; it is as if this article
were written directly to me. The first time |
read it, | had tears in my eyes. It is so won-
derful to realize that someone else knows
how | feel! I am very grateful to be one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Where else can we find
promises of everlasting life in Paradise in
the near future and, now, balm for our souls!
Thank you. A million times thank you.”
2Have you ever felt that way? Did it ever
seem that something in The Watchtower or
its companion journal, Awake!, was written
especially for you? What is it about our
magazines that captures the hearts of peo-
ple? How can we help others to benefit
from the life-saving message they contain?
— 1 Timothy 4:16.

Magazines That Advocate Truth
3Jehovah is “the God of truth.” (Psalm

*July 15, 1992, pages 19-22.

1, 2. (a) How did a sister feel about something
she read in The Watchtower? (b) What questions
are asked about our journals?

3. For what good reason have the Watchtower
and Awake! magazines touched the hearts of
many readers?
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"— PSALM 31:5.

31:5) His Word, the Bible, is a book of truth.
(John 17:17) Honesthearted people respond
to truth. (Compare John 4:23, 24.) One rea-
son that The Watchtower and Awake! have
touched the hearts of millions of readers
is that they are journals of integrity and
truth. In fact, it was over the issue of loy-
alty to Bible truth that The Watchtower
began to be published.

4 In 1876, Charles T. Russell became af-

filiated with Nelson H. Barbour, of Roches-
ter, New York. Russell provided funds to
revive the printing of Barbour’s religious
periodical Herald of the Morning, with Bar-
bour as the principal editor and Russell as
assistant editor. About a year and a half
later, however, in the August 1878 issue of
the Herald, Barbour wrote an article that
denied the redemptive value of Christ’'s
death. Russell, who was nearly 30 years
younger than Barbour, responded with an
article in the very next issue that upheld
the ransom, which he referred to as “one
of the most important teachings of God’s
Word.” (Matthew 20:28) After repeated ef-
forts to reason Scripturally with Barbour,
Russell finally decided to sever all ties with
the Herald. Beginning with the June 1879

4, 5. (a) What were the circumstances that led
to C. T. Russell’'s publishing the Watch Tower?
(b) How is the Watchtower journal used by “the
faithful and discreet slave”?



issue of that journal, Russell’s name no
longer appeared as an assistant editor. A
month later, 27-year-old Russell began pub-
lishing Zion's Watch Tower and Herald
of Christ’s Presence (now known as The
Watchtower Announcing Jehovah's King-
dom), which from the beginning has upheld
Scriptural truth, such as the ransom.

5For the past 114 years, The Watchtower,
like a skillful lawyer, has established itself
as a defender of Bible truth and doctrine.
In the process, it has won the confidence
of millions of appreciative readers. It still
powerfully supports the ransom. (See, for
example, the issue of February 15, 1991.)
And it continues to be the principal instru-
ment of “the faithful and discreet slave”
and its Governing Body for announcing Je-
hovah's established Kingdom and dispens-
ing spiritual food “at the proper time.”
—Matthew 24:14, 45.

6What about the Awake! magazine?
From its beginning, Awake! too has advo-
cated truth. Originally called The Golden
Age, this magazine was designed for public
distribution. Regarding its objective, the
first issue, dated October 1, 1919, stated:

6, 7. What was the stated objective of The Gold-
en Age, and what shows that thinking people
responded to its message?

In Our Next Issue

Are Wars Inevitable?
Jehovah Rules— Through Theocracy

Pioneers Bestow and
Receive Blessings

“Its purpose is to explain in the light of
Divine wisdom the true meaning of the
great phenomena of the present day and to
prove to thinking minds by evidence incon-
trovertible and convincing that the time of
a greater blessing of mankind is now at
hand.” Thinking people responded to the
message of The Golden Age. For a number
of years, its circulation was even greater
than that of The Watchtower.*

7The appeal of The Watchtower and
Awake!, however, goes beyond the fact that
they publish doctrinal truth and explain
the prophetic significance of world condi-
tions. Especially in the last decade or two,
our magazines have captured the hearts of
people for another reason also.

Timely Articles
That Touch People’s Lives

8About 30 years after the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ, the Bible writer
Jude faced a challenging situation. Immor-
al, animalistic men had slipped in among
Christians. Jude had intended to write fel-
low Christians about a doctrinal subject
—the salvation that anointed Christians
hold in common. Instead, directed by holy
spirit, he found it necessary to urge his
readers to resist corruptive influences in-
side the congregation. (Jude 3, 4, 19-23)
Jude adjusted to the situation and provided
timely counsel that met the needs of his
Christian brothers.

* For many years The Watchtower was viewed as
a magazine particularly for anointed Christians.
Starting in 1935, however, increasing emphasis was
placed on encouraging the “great crowd,” whose
hope is everlasting life on earth, to obtain and read
The Watchtower. (Revelation 7:9) A few years later,
in 1940, The Watchtower was regularly offered to
people on the streets. Thereafter, circulation in-
creased rapidly.

8. What writing adjustment did Jude make,

urging his readers to resist what influences
within the congregation?
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9  Similarly, preparing timely articles for

our journals is a challenging responsibili-
ty. Times change, and so do people—their
needs and their interests are not what they
were even a decade or two ago. A traveling
overseer recently observed: “When | be-
came a Witness back in the 1950's, our ap-
proach in studying the Bible with people
was basically doctrinal—teaching them the
truth about the Trinity, hellfire, the soul,
and so forth. But now, it seems, there are
so many problems and difficulties in peo-
ple’s lives that we have to teach them how
to live.” Why is this so0?

9. What is involved in providing timely articles
for our journals?

Some Articles That Have
Touched People's Lives

Over the years many readers have writ-
ten to express appreciation for specific ar-
ticles published in The Watchtower and
Awake! Listed below are just a few of the
many subjects that affected our readers.
Have these or other articles changed your
life?

TheWatchtower

"Accept God's Help to Overcome Secret
Faults" (April 15, 1985)

"Practicing Godly Devotion Toward El-
derly Parents" (June 1, 1987)

"Education With a Purpose"
ber 1, 1992)

(Novem-

Awake!
"You Can Fight Depression!" (Septem-
ber 8, 1981)
"When Someone You Love Dies . .
(April 22, 1985)
"Protect Your Children!"
1993)

(October 8,
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0Concerning “the last days,” the Bible
foretold: “Wicked men and impostors will
advance from bad to worse, misleading and
being misled.” (2 Timothy 3:1, 13) There-
fore, it should not surprise us that there
has been a steady degeneration in human
affairs since the time of the end began in
1914. Satan, whose remaining time is short-
er than ever, is venting his anger on hu-
man society as never before. (Revelation
12:9, 12) As a result, morals and family
values are a far cry from what they were
just 30 or 40 years ago. People in general
are not as religiously inclined as in previ-
ous decades. Crime is so rampant that peo-
ple are taking precautions that were un-
heard of just 20 or 30 years ago.—Matthew
24:12.

nLittle wonder, then, that emotional,
social, and family issues are on the minds
of many people. The faithful and discreet
slave class has courageously responded in
The Watchtower and Awake! by publishing
timely articles that have come to grips with
the real needs of people and that have truly
touched their lives. Consider some exam-
ples.

P Family issues. When worldwide reports
showed a rapid increase in the number of
single-parent families, ground-breaking
articles on the theme “One-Parent Families
—Coping With the Problems” were pre-
pared for the September 15, 1980, issue of

10. Why should it not surprise us that there has
been a steady degeneration in human affairs
since 1914?

11. (a) What kinds of subjects are on the minds
of people, and how has the faithful and discreet
slave class responded to the needs? (b) Give an
example of a Watchtower or an Awake! article
that has touched your life.

12. (a) Why were articles about single-parent
families prepared for The Watchtower in 1980?
(b) How did one sister express her appreciation
for the articles on single-parent families?



TheWatchtower. The articles had a twofold

purpose: (1) to help single parents cope
with the unique problems they face and
(2) to help others to be better informed so
that they can show “fellow feeling” and
genuinely “look after” single-parent fami-
lies. (1 Peter 3:8; James 1:27) Many readers
wrote to express appreciation for the ar-
ticles. “It truly brought tears to my eyes
when | saw the cover,” wrote one single
parent, “and when | opened the magazine
and read the information, my heart over-
flowed with gratitude to Jehovah for pro-
viding such information at the needed
time.”

BBEmotional issues. The subject of
depression has been discussed in The
Watchtower and Awake! since the 1960's.
(1 Thessalonians 5:14) But a fresh and pos-
itive look at the subject was taken in the
cover series “You Can Fight Depression!” in
the September 8, 1981, Awake! Letters of
appreciation soon poured into the Watch
Tower Society from all over the world.
“How can | express on paper the feelings in
my heart?” wrote one sister. “l am 24 years
old, and over the last ten years, | have had
many periods of depression. But now | feel
closer to Jehovah and grateful that he re-
sponded to the needs of depressed people
with these loving articles, and | wanted to
tell you so.”

M Social issues. The Bible foretold that
in “the last days” men would be “lovers of
themselves,... having no natural affection,

. without self-control, fierce, without love
of goodness.” (2 Timothy 3:1-3) Therefore,
it should not surprise us that child abuse is

13. What in-depth discussion of depression was
published in Awake! in 1981, and what did one
reader have to say about it?

14, 15. (a) How has the subject of child abuse
been dealt with in our journals? (b) Which mag-
azine articles impressed a jockey in Australia?

In Canada— preaching from house to house
with magazines

practiced on a large scale today. This sub-
ject was given frank treatment in the arti-
cle “Help for the Victims of Incest” in The
Watchtower of October 1,1983. Eight years
later, the cover series “Healing the Wounds
of Child Abuse” in the October 8, 1991,
Awake! was carefully prepared to provide
understanding and hope for victims as well
as to enlighten others so that they can offer
helpful assistance. This series of articles
elicited the greatest reader response in the
history of our journals. One reader wrote:
“The greatest impact on my recovery has
been the comforting thoughts and Scrip-
tural references in these articles. To know
that Jehovah did not think any less of me
was an overwhelming relief. To know that
I was not alone was equally comforting.”

5 A jockey in Melbourne, Australia,

made a long-distance phone call to the Syd-
ney office of the Watch Tower Society, ex-
pressing his disgust with the horse-racing
environment. He said he had just read the
March 8, 1993, Awake! on “Rape—A Wom-
an’s Nightmare” and could hardly believe
that such a valuable magazine existed. He
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asked questions for some 30 minutes and
was delighted to hear the answers given.
BWhat about you? Has your life been
touched by a specific article published in
The Watchtower or Awake!? If so, no doubt
you feel a deep sense of gratitude for our
journals. How can you demonstrate your
appreciation? Certainly by reading each is-
sue yourself. You can also share in giving
these precious journals the widest possible
distribution. How can this be done?

Share Them With Others!

I7First, there is something that each
congregation can do. The October 1952 is-
sue of the Informant (now Our Kingdom
Ministry) said: “The most effective means
of distributing the magazines is from house
to house and store to store. Hence the So-
ciety recommends that these avenues of
magazine distribution be a regular part of
Magazine Day activity.” That advice is still
valid today. Congregations may schedule a
regular Magazine Day, a day set aside pri-
marily for magazine witnessing. For most
congregations, specified Saturdays will no
doubt be a good time. Yes, let each congre-
gation set aside special days or evenings
for magazine witnessing—from house to
house, from store to store, in street work,
and on magazine routes. In addition, what
can you, the Kingdom publisher, do to help
increase magazine distribution?

B Being“Watchtower” and “Awake!”

conscious is a first step. Read the maga-

16. In what ways can you demonstrate your
appreciation for our journals?

17. What can congregations do to increase mag-
azine distribution?

18. 19. (a) How can being Watchtower and
Awake! conscious help you to place magazines?
(b) What is the advantage of a short, to-the-
point presentation when offering the magazines?
(c) What shows the value of getting the maga-
zines into the homes of people?
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In Myanmar— presenting the magazines that
point the way to life

zines ahead of time. As you read each arti-
cle, ask yourself, “To whom would this arti-
cle be of interest? Think of a few words
you could say to stimulate interest in the
article. Besides supporting the regular
Magazine Day, why not carry copies with
you so that you can take advantage of
every opportunity to share them with oth-
ers—when traveling or shopping and when
talking to coworkers, neighbors, school-
mates, or teachers?

19 Keep it simple is a second suggestion.

The December 1, 1956, Watchtower stated:
“A short, to-the-point presentation is best
when offering magazines. The object is to
place many copies. They will do their own
‘talking.”” Some publishers have found it
effective to pick out one idea from an arti-
cle, put it into a few words, and present the
magazines. Once inside the home, the mag-
azines may “talk” to others in addition to
the person who accepted them from you. In



Ireland a young university student read
the September 1, 1991, issue of The Watch-
tower, which her father had accepted from
a Witness. The articles on communication
and other subjects awakened her interest.
As soon as she had read the magazine, she
telephoned the Witnesses, calling the num-
ber listed in the phone book. A Bible study
was soon started, and the young woman
was baptized at the “Divine Teaching”
District Convention in July 1993. By all
means, let us get the magazines into the
homes, where they can “talk” to people! A
traveling overseer offered another simple
suggestion: “Get the magazines out of your
book bag.” Indeed, if what you say does not
catch the householder’s interest, then per-
haps their attractive cover illustrations will
place the magazines for you.

2D A third suggestion is he flexible. (Com-

pare 1 Corinthians 9:19-23.) Prepare a few
brief presentations. Have one article in
mind that will appeal to men, another to
women. For youths, you might feature a
“Young People Ask ...” article. Be flexi-
ble, too, as to when you share in maga-
zine work. In addition to Magazine Day,

20, 21. (a) How can you be flexible when shar-
ing in magazine work? (b) What might you do to
place more magazines each month?

What Is Your Answer?

O What shows that The
and Awake! are journals of truth?
O How have The Watchtower and
Awake! touched people's lives?
O What can congregations do to
increase magazine distribution?

0O What suggestions can help you to
place more magazines?

you may find that evening witnessing af-
fords an excellent opportunity to offer mag-
azines from house to house.

21A fourth suggestion is set a personal
goal. The insert “Magazines Point the Way
to Life,” which appeared in Our Kingdom
Ministry of March 1984, stated: “As a sug-
gestion, publishers may have a goal of, say,
10 magazines per month, depending on
their circumstances; pioneers might strive
for 90. Of course, some publishers may be
able to place more magazines per month
and therefore will set a higher personal
goal. However, because of poor health, type
of territory, or other good reasons, the goal
of others may be lower. Yet their service
to Jehovah is just as worthy. (Matt. 13:23;
Luke 21:3, 4) The important thing is to
have a personal goal.”

2How thankful we are that Jehovah,
“the God of truth,” has used the faithful
and discreet slave class and its Governing
Body to provide us with these timely jour-
nals! (Psalm 31:5) As long as Jehovah wills,
these magazines will continue to come to
grips with the real needs of people. They
will keep on upholding Jehovah's high stan-
dards of morality. They will not cease to
promote right doctrine. And they will per-
sist in drawing attention to the fulfillment
of prophecy that marks our days as the time
when God’s Kingdom is ruling and God’s
will is being done on earth as never before
by an increasing number of Jehovah’s true
worshipers. (Matthew 6:10; Revelation 11:
15) What a priceless treasure we have in
The Watchtower and Awake! Let us take
advantage of every opportunity to share
with meek-hearted ones these important
journals that touch people’s lives and cham-
pion Kingdom truths.

22. In what way can we show that we are thank-
ful to Jehovah for our timely journals of truth?
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YOUNG PEOPLE
Who' Trust In

OUTHS do not have a monopoly on

beauty, nor have the elderly cor-

nered the market on wisdom. (Com-
pare Proverbs 11:22; Ecclesiastes 10:1.)
Rather, those who possess lasting beauty
and genuine wisdom are the ones who trust
in Jehovah and wholeheartedly say about
him: “You are my God.”—Psalm 31:14; Prov-
erbs 9:10; 16:31.

Around the world there is a growing mul-
titude of beautiful people, both young and
old, who show their wisdom by serving God
and preaching the good news of God's King-
dom. For example, consider eight-year-old
Sabrina.

Sabrina lives in Germany and is in the
second grade. She is the first one of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses to attend her school. Sadly,
she was the target of her schoolmates’ in-
sults until the day the teacher asked the
students to bring their favorite book to
class. Sabrina decided to bring My of
Bible Stories. The night before, although
nervous, she prepared well for class. Since
there were 26 students in her class, she
knew that she might not have much time.
But she was determined not to let anyone
interrupt her presentation and was certain
that Jehovah would help her. On the ap-
pointed day, the teacher asked who had
brought along a book and would like to be
the first to show it. Surprisingly, only Sa-
brina had brought one. She stood before
the class and began speaking, reading and
showing pictures from the book and ex-
plaining that everything was based on the
Bible. In closing she asked: “Who would be
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interested in having this book?” She gave
one copy to the teacher, and during the next
few days, she gave ten additional books to
some of her classmates. The teacher’s only
comment on her presentation was: “l have
never seen anything like it.” She gave Sa-
brina an A for her work.

In fact, many young Witnesses are happy
publishers of the good news at school. An-
other example is Erika, an 11-year-old pub-
lisher in Mexico. She has been taught from
infancy to love Jehovah. Her schoolwork is
outstanding. One of her assignments was to
prepare material on AIDS and addiction to
tobacco and alcohol. She prepared well, us-
ing the Awake! magazine, and received the
highest marks. Her teacher asked where she
got the information and was given the mag-
azines that contained articles on those sub-
jects. Later, the teacher used these maga-
zines to discuss the subjects with the entire
class. Because of Erika’'s conduct, her re-
spect for her teachers, and her high grades,
she has qualified for gifts, diplomas, and
partial scholarships. Nevertheless, she feels
that her greatest achievements have been
that she has identified herself as one of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, has been able to place Bible
literature, and has exalted God’s name.

Then there is Shannon, a ten-year-old
boy who lives in New Zealand. He has only
one good eye; the other was lost to cancer
when he was a baby. When Shannon was
seven, his mother began to study the Bible
with Jehovah’s Witnesses. However, not
long after she started her Bible lessons, she
began living with a man without the benefit



of marriage and decided to stop her studies.
Shannon begged that his Bible study con-
tinue. His wish was granted. The Witnesses
kept calling, and eventually all three mem-
bers of the household studied the Bible and
made spiritual progress. After getting le-
gally married, Shannon’s mother and step-
father were baptized.

One day Shannon and the circuit over-
seer’s wife were in field service together. A
householder asked Shannon: “What hap-
pened to your eye?” “I got cancer in it, and
it had to be taken out,” he answered. “Soon
Jehovah is going to give me a new one in
Paradise, and that’'s what we are here to tell
you about.”

KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Steadfastness Brings Rich Rewards

JESUS foretold that his followers
would be persecuted, and so did
the apostle Paul, as stated at
2 Timothy 3:12: "In fact, all
those desiring to live with god-
ly devotion in association with
Christ Jesus will also be per-
secuted." But steadfastness in
serving Jehovah God brings rich
rewards.

O This was true in a town on
the northeastern coast of Malay-
sia. Though he was a staunch
Buddhist who lectured his children severely, a fa-
ther was unable to prevent his three daughters and
three sons from studying the Bible with Jehovah's
Witnesses. Even his wife showed interest in the
truth. Then one day a neighbor mocked him: "How
can you lose control over your children and let
them become Jehovah's Witnesses? All my chil-
dren stick with me and our ancestral Buddhist reli-
gion. You are pitiful!”

The father rushed home threatening to beat up
the sister who conducted the studies with his chil-
dren. However, the children calmed him down and
continued studying the Bible with Jehovah's W it-
nesses and attending meetings with the support of
their mother.

Finally, however, the father summoned the whole
family before him. "Choose," he demanded, "be-

tween me and staying at home
and becoming Christians and
leaving the house." The oldest
son, a very soft-spoken boy,
immediately began packing to
leave. "No!" shouted the father.
"Since you are all rebellious chil-
dren, it's better for me to die."
He then rushed out of the house,
pursued by the family, who
begged him not to kill himself.
Impressed by their pleas, he
went back home.

Time passed. The father began noticing the good
effect of Bible truth on his children's behavior. One
day he met his mocking friend, now a rather sad
man, who said: "I am very disappointed with my
children. They are cheating me and stealing from
me." But the father whose children were studying
with Jehovah's Witnesses said: "Oh, my children
are different! They are very kind to me and have
even helped me to pay my car loan while | was
unemployed."”

Today, three daughters and the mother are bap-
tized. One son is a special pioneer. And the for-
merly staunch and irate father? He is now friendly
and has attended the Memorial.

Jehovah rewarded the son and his three sisters
as well as their mother for their steadfastness to
Him. They are now zealous Kingdom preachers,
making Jehovah's heart glad.— Proverbs 27:11.
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ORI

AStold by Florence W iddowson

As nightfall approached, we decided to make camp near a lagoon.
Not the ideal camping spot for two women, but we thought it would
be all right for one night. While | was busy pitching the tent,
Marjorie prepared our evening meal.

last tent peg when movement near a
black tree stump caught my eye. “Did
you see that stump move?” | called to Mar-
jorie.
“No,” she called back, a lit-
tle bewildered.
“Well, it definitely
moved,” | shouted. “Give
me the kettle!”
Taking it, along with the
ax on my shoulder, | head-
ed toward the lagoon. When
I was almost abreast of the
stump, a man stepped out
from behind it!
“Is the water in the
lagoon suitable for

I HAD just finished hammering in the

drinking?” | man-
aged to splutter.
“No, it isn’t,” he

answered gruffly,
“but if you want
drinking water, | will get you some.”

I hastily declined his offer, and to my
great relief, he turned on his heel and
walked away. Trembling, | hurried back
and told Marjorie what had happened. We
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I was baptized April 22,

quickly pulled down the tent, packed up,
and left. Later we were told that the man

had just been released from jail.
Although prospectors often camped out
there in the gold fields of Australia
back in 1937, we were prospectors of
a different sort. We were search-
ing for people who were precious

to God.

My Family Background
A hundred years ago, my fa-
ther was the blacksmith in the
small village of Porepunkah in
the state of Victoria. | was
born there in 1895, and |
grew up with four broth-
ers near the Ovens
River, at the foot of
Mount Buffalo. My
parents were regu-
lar attenders at the
Union Church, and
I went to Sunday school, where my father

was superintendent.

In 1909, Mother suffered a heart attack
during a violent storm and died in my fa-
ther's arms. Then, early in 1914, one of my



brothers left home, and a few hours later, he
was brought back to us—dead. He had com-
mitted suicide. Our grief was deepened by
the church’s teaching that hell awaited him,
since suicide was said to be an unforgivable
sin.

Later that year World War | broke out,
and two of my brothers enlisted for overseas
service. The dreadful news of bloodshed and
suffering prompted six of us young women,
along with my father, to begin a study of the
Bible book of John.

Finding True Treasure

Ellen Hudson had a copy of the book
Time Is at Hand, by Charles Taze Russell.
Her enthusiasm for it influenced the rest of
us in the group. When she noted that the
book was only one of a series of six volumes
entitled Studies in the Scriptures, she sent
a letter to the International Bible Students
Association in Melbourne and requested
the rest of the set. Our group agreed to
use the first volume, The Divine Plan of
the Ages, in our weekly studies.

Imagine Father’s joy and mine to discov-
er that there is no fiery hell. The fear that
my brother was confined in hellfire was re-
moved. We learned the truth that the dead
are unconscious, as though asleep, and are
not living somewhere suffering torment.
(Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10; John 11:11-14) Some
in our Bible study group decided to go to
our neighbors to preach the truths we were
learning. We walked to nearby houses, but
we used bicycles and a two-wheeled one-
horse buggy to reach those out of town.

I had my first taste of house-to-house
witnessing on Armistice Day, November 11,
1918. Three of us from our study group
traveled 50 miles to the town of Wanga-
ratta to distribute the tract Peoples Pulpit.
Years later, while on a preaching assign-

ment in one of the outback areas, | had the
experience mentioned at the outset.

In 1919,1attended a Bible Students’ con-
vention in Melbourne. There, on April 22,
1919, | symbolized my dedication to Jeho-
vah by water immersion. The spiritual ban-
quet deepened my appreciation for the
spiritual treasure of the Kingdom of the
heavens and for Jehovah's earthly organi-
zation.—Matthew 13:44.

I did not return home after the conven-
tion but accepted an invitation to join
Jane Nicholson, a full-time preacher, for a
month of witnessing. Our assignment was
the farming and cattle communities along
the King River. Just a few years ago, this
mountainous area was the setting for the
film The Man From Snowy River.

In 1921 we received the fine Bible study
aid The Harp of God. When Father began to
use it as a textbook for his Sunday-school
class, many parents objected and asked him
to resign. He promptly did so. Later we re-
ceived the booklet Hell, with its intriguing
cover questions, “What Is It? Who Are
There? Can They Get Out?” Father was so
thrilled with the clear Bible proof presented
on the subject that he immediately began
to distribute copies from house to house. He
placed hundreds of them in our village and
in nearby rurals.

Preaching Expeditions With Father

Eventually, Father invested in an auto-
mobile to reach people in other areas with
the Kingdom message. As a blacksmith, he
was more accustomed to horses, so | be-
came the car driver. To begin with, we
stayed overnight at hotels. Soon this
proved to be too expensive, and we began to
camp out.

Father fixed the car’s front seat so that
it lay flat and | could sleep in the car. We
set up a small tent for Father to sleep in.
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After camping out several weeks, we would
return to Porepunkah, where Dad would
open up his blacksmith’'s shop again. We
never ceased to marvel that there were al-
ways plenty of paying customers to cover
the expenses for our next preaching trip.

Many rightly disposed people responded
favorably to our visits and eventually ac-
cepted home Bible studies. There are now
seven congregations with their own King-
dom Halls in the area that was originally
served by our small group from Porepun-
kah. Indeed, who can despise “the day of
small things”?— Zechariah 4:10.

In 1931, Dad and I drove nearly 200 miles
over atrocious roads to attend a special
meeting, where we adopted our new name,
“Jehovah’s Witnesses.” Both of us were de-
lighted with this unique, Scriptural name.
(Isaiah 43:10-12) It identified us far more
clearly than the less distinctive name “In-
ternational Bible Students,” by which we
had been known until then.

One day while witnessing in the town of
Bethanga, | met the local minister from the
Church of England. He became angry and
began to trace our many book placements,
demanding that the people hand over their
books to him. Afterward he conducted a
public book burning in the center of town.
But his despicable act backfired.

After | informed the Society’s branch of-
fice of what had occurred, an open letter
was printed that condemned what the cler-
gyman had done. Also, arrangements were
made for carloads of Witnesses to dis-
tribute the letter throughout the district.
When Father and I later revisited the town,
we placed more books than before. The
townspeople were curious about what the
“forbidden” literature contained!

The first person to embrace Bible truth
in northeast Victoria as a result of our
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preaching was Milton Gibb. Between our
visits, he studied thoroughly all the Soci-
ety’s publications we left with him. On one
of our return visits, he surprised us by say-
ing: “I am now one of your disciples.”

Though pleased with his decision, | ex-
plained: “No, Milton. You could not be one
of my disciples.”

“Well, then, I am one of Rutherford’s
[then president of the Watch Tower Soci-
ety] disciples.”

Again | pointed out: “No, not one of
Rutherford’s disciples either, but | hope one
of Christ’s disciples.”

Milton Gibb proved to be just one of the
many precious treasures for whom | have
spent so many years prospecting. He and
two of his sons are Christian elders, and
other members of his family are active in
the congregation.

Meeting Various Trials

Despite the ban placed on the work of
Jehovah's Witnesses in Australia in Jan-
uary 1941, we continued preaching, using
only the Bible. Then my pioneering, or full-
time ministry, was interrupted when | was
called home to care for my seriously ill fa-
ther. Later, | also became ill and required a
serious operation. My return to health took
some time, but | experienced the truth of
God’'s promise: “l will by no means leave
you nor by any means forsake you.” (He-
brews 13:5) A Christian sister reassured
me, saying: “Remember, Flo, you are never
alone. And you and Jehovah always make a
majority.”

Then came my dear father’sfinal iliness of
13 weeks. On July 26, 1946, he closed his
eyes in death. He had enjoyed a full life, and
his was a heavenly hope. (Philippians 3:14)
So at age 51,1was alone, having been with
Dad most of my early years. Then | met my



future husband. We were
married in 1947 and be-
gan pioneering together.
But this happy period did
not last long, since he
suffered a stroke in 1953
and became an invalid.
My husband’s speech
was badly affected, and
it became almost impos-
sible to converse with
him. That was the most
difficult part of nursing
him. The mental strain
of trying to understand
what he was struggling
to say was very great in-
deed. Although we were
living in an isolated area where there was
no nearby congregation, Jehovah did not
desert us during those trying years. | kept
up-to-date with all the latest organizational
information, as well as with the continual
supply of spiritual food in the Watchtower
and Awake! magazines. On December 29,
1957, my dear husband died.

Ministry in Adelaide

I was alone once more. What was | to do?
Would | be accepted again as a full-time
minister after a break of nearly five years?
I was accepted, so | sold my home and made
a fresh start in the pioneer work in Ade-
laide, capital city of South Australia. Pio-
neers were needed there at the time, and |
was assigned to the Prospect Congregation.

Since | was apprehensive about driving
in city traffic, I sold my car and began using
abicycle again. lused it until I was 86 years
old, becoming known in the area as “the
little lady on the blue bicycle.” In time |
became increasingly nervous in the traffic;
the front wheel of my bicycle seemed to

quiver constantly. The
last straw came one af-
ternoon when | fell into
a hedge. ‘This is it,” |
said to myself, and so |
was back to using my
two feet again.

A few years ago, while
attending a district con-
vention, my legs started
to give out, and subse-
quently I had two opera-
tions on my hip joints. |
was doing fine after the
operation until a big dog
knocked me down. This
necessitated further
treatment, and since

then | have needed a walker to help me get
around. My mind is still quite active. Itis as
one friend put it: “It seems your aging body
can't keep up with your youthful mind.”

Over the years, | have seen the congrega-
tions in Adelaide grow, expand, and divide.
Then, in 1983, when | was 88,1left Adelaide
to live with a family at Kyabram in the state
of Victoria, where | have spent ten happy
years. | still manage to get out in the field
ministry; friends in the congregation drive
me around to visit those who regularly ob-
tain magazines from me. These people kind-
ly come out to the car so that | can talk to
them.

Reflecting back on my over 98 years of
living, | fondly recall the many loyal and
faithful ones who have praised Jehovah with
me, especially my wonderful dad. | seem to
have outlived all the faithful ones who were
my partners in the pioneer ministry. But
what joy awaits me upon being reunited
with those who share the hope of the prize of
life in God’s heavenly Kingdom, truly atrea-
sure of excelling value!
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Can They Benefit You?

HE magazine you have in your hand is designed to be a source of encouragement, calling
T to mind Bible guidelines for stabilizing families and maintaining personal integrity. It shows
that today's troubled times were foretold in the Bible, and it highlights the solution— God's King-
dom government. Can you
benefit from The Watchtower
and from Awoke!, its compan-
ion magazine?

From the Philippines a wom-
an named Vilma wrote: "If
there is any word to describe
your publications, | think |
would go for 'marvelous.' |
saw and read for the first time
your Awoke! and The Watch-
tower when Iwas on a bus re-
turning home from Manila.
| usually carry newspapers
when | travel, but this time |
did not take any along.

"Sitting next to me on the
trip was a middle-aged man
who had your publications.

After he read Awoke!, he
brought out another maga-
zine, The Watchtower. |
seized the opportunity to borrow Awoke! In all honesty, | really enjoyed reading those magazines
because the articles were all interesting, timely, and uplifting."

The woman concluded: "I do want to receive your magazines. Please let me know how | can
receive them." The branch office of Jehovah's Witnesses in the Philippines was happy to oblige
by adding this woman to their mailing list.



