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BOUT two thousand years ago, a

most wonderful event occurred in

the Middle East. The only-begotten
Son of God was sent from his heavenly
dwelling place to live for a short while in
the world of mankind. How did most of
mankind respond? The apostle John re-
plies: “He [Jesus] was in the world, and the
world came into existence through him, but
the world did not know him. He came to his
own home [lsrael], but his own people did
not take him in.”—John 1:10, 11.

The world just did not accept Jesus, the
Son of God. Why not? Jesus explained one
reason when he said: “The world . . . hates
me, because | bear witness concerning it
that its works are wicked.” (John 7:7)
Eventually, this same world—represented
by some Jewish religious leaders, an Edom-
ite king, and a Roman politician—had Je-
sus put to death. (Luke 22:66-23:25; Acts

Museo della Civilta Romana, Roma

Because Christians refused to worship the
Roman emperor and pagan divinities, they
were accused of atheism
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3:14, 15; 4:24-28) What about Jesus’ follow-
ers? Would the world be more ready to ac-
cept them? No. Shortly before his death,
Jesus warned them: “If you were part of the
world, the world would be fond of what is
its own. Now because you are no part of
the world, but I have chosen you out of the
world, on this account the world hates you.”
—John 15:19.

In Apostolic Times

Jesus’ words proved true. Just a few
weeks after his death, his apostles were ar-
rested, threatened, and beaten. (Acts 4
1-3; 5:17, 18, 40) Shortly thereafter, zeal-
ous Stephen was dragged before the Jewish
Sanhedrin and then was stoned to death.
(Acts 6:8-12; 7:54, 57, 58) Later, the apostle

Jhe Christiansposition brought him daily

problems; he lived on the edge of

James was executed by King Herod Agrip-
pa I. (Acts 12:1, 2) During his missionary
journeys, Paul was persecuted at the insti-
gation of Jews of the Diaspora.—Acts 13:
50; 14:2, 19.

How did the early Christians respond to
such opposition? When, in the early days,
the religious authorities forbade the apos-
ties to preach in the name of Jesus, the
apostles stated: ‘“\We must obey God as ruler
rather than men.” (Acts 4:19, 20; 5:29) This
continued to be their attitude whenever
opposition arose. Nevertheless, the apostle
Paul counseled Christians in Rome to “be in
subjection to the superior [governmental]
authorities.” He also counseled them: “If
possible, as far as it depends upon you, be
peaceable with all men.” (Romans 12:18;
13:1) Hence, the early Christians had to
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strike a difficult balance. They obeyed God
as their primary Ruler. At the same time,
they were subject to national authorities
and tried to live peaceably with all men.

Christians in the Roman World

Back in the first-century world of the Ro-
man Empire, Christians undoubtedly ben-
efited from the Pax Romana, or Roman
Peace, maintained by the Roman legions.
The stable rule of law and order, the good
roads, and the relatively safe maritime
travel created an environment that favored
the expansion of Christianity. Early Chris-
tians evidently recognized their debt to so-
ciety and heeded Jesus’ injunction to “pay
back Caesar’s things to Caesar.” (Mark
12:17) Writing to Roman emperor Antoni-
nus Pius (138-161 C.E.),
Justin Martyr claimed
that Christians, “more
readily than all men,”
paid their taxes. (First
Apology, chapter 17) In
197 C.E., Tertullian told the Roman rulers
that their tax collectors had “a debt of grat-
itude to Christians” for the conscientious
way in which they paid their taxes. (Apolo-
gy, chapter 42) This was one way that they
followed Paul’s counsel that they should be
subject to the superior authorities.

Moreover, as far as their Christian prin-
ciples would allow, early Christians tried
to live peaceably with their neighbors. But
this was not easy. The world around them
was largely immoral and was steeped in
Greco-Roman idolatry, to which emperor
worship had recently been added. Pagan
Roman religion was essentially a State re-
ligion, so any refusal to practice it could be
viewed as hostility to the State. Where did
this leave Christians?

Oxford professor E. G. Hardy wrote:



“Tertullian enumerates many things which
were impossible for a conscientious Chris-
tian, as involving idolatry: e.g. oath usual
at contracts; the illumination of doors at
festivals, etc.; all Pagan religious ceremo-
nies; the games and the circus; the profes-
sion of teaching secular [heathen classical]
literature; military service; public offices.”
—Christianity and the Roman Government.

Yes, it was difficult to live in the Ro-
man world without betraying the Christian
faith. French Catholic author A. Hamman
writes: “It was impossible to take a step
without encountering a divinity. The
Christian’s position brought him daily
problems; he lived on the edge of society...
He faced recurring problems in the home,
in the streets, at the market ... In the
street, whether a Roman citizen or not, a
Christian should bare his head when pass-
ing a temple or a statue. How could he re-
frain from doing so without arousing sus-
picion, yet how could he comply without
committing an act of allegiance? If he was
in business and needed to borrow money,
he had to swear to the money-lender in the
name of the gods. ... If he accepted public
office, he was expected to offer a sacrifice.
If enlisted, how could he avoid taking the
oath and participating in the rites of mill-
tary service?”—La vie quotidienne des pre-
miers chretiens (
the Early Christians, 95-197 C.E.).

Good Citizens, Yet Maligned

About 60 or 61 C.E., when Paul was in
Rome awaiting trial by Emperor Nero, lead-
ing Jews said concerning the early Chris-
tians: “Truly as regards this sect it is
known to us that everywhere it is spoken
against.” (Acts 28:22) The historical rec-
ord bears out that Christians were spoken
against—but unjustly so. In his book The

#Daily Life A

Rise of Christianity, E. W. Barnes relates:
“In its early authoritative documents the
Christian movement is represented as es-
sentially moral and law-abiding. Its mem-
bers desired to be good citizens and loyal
subjects. They shunned the failings and
vices of paganism. In private life they
sought to be peaceful neighbours and trust-
worthy friends. They were taught to be
sober, industrious and clean-living. Amid
prevailing corruption and licentiousness
they were, if loyal to their principles, hon-
est and truthful. Their sexual standards
were high: the marriage tie was respected
and family life was pure. With such virtues
they could not, one would have thought,
have been troublesome citizens. Yet they
were for long despised, maligned and hat-
ed.”

Just as the ancient world did not under-
stand Jesus, it did not understand the
Christians and therefore hated them. Since
they refused to worship the emperor and
pagan divinities, they were accused of athe-
ism. If a catastrophe occurred, they were
blamed for having angered the gods. Be-
cause they did not attend immoral plays or
bloody gladiatorial shows, they were con-
sidered antisocial, even ‘haters of the hu-
man race.” Their enemies claimed that
homes were broken up by the Christian
n6Al and that it was therefore a danger to
social stability. Tertullian spoke of pagan
husbands who preferred that their wives
commit adultery than that they become
Christians.

Christians were criticized because they
were against abortion, widely practiced at
the time. Yet, their enemies accused them
of Killing children. It was alleged that at
their meetings they drank the blood of sac-
rificed children. At the same time, their
enemies tried to force them to eat blood
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sausage, knowing that this was against
their conscience. Thus these opposers gave
the lie to their own accusation.—Tertul-
lian, Apology, chapter 9.

Despised as a New Sect

Historian Kenneth Scott Latourette
wrote: “Still another set of charges held
Christianity up to ridicule for its recent
origin and contrasted it with the antiquity
of its rivals [Judaism and the Greco-Roman
pagan religions].” (A History of the Expan-
sion of Christianity, Volume 1, page 131) In
the early second century C.E., Roman his-
torian Suetonius called Christianity “a new
and mischievous superstition.” Tertullian
attested that the very name Christian was
hated and that Christians were a disliked

(11
9 Christianity

antiquity ofits rivals”

sect. Speaking of the way officials of the
Roman Empire viewed Christians in the
second century, Robert M. Grant wrote:
“The basic view was that Christianity was
simply an unnecessary, possibly a harmful,
religion.”—Early Christianity and Society.

Accused of Aggressive Proselytizing
In his book Les premiers slides de
I’'Eglise (The Early Centuries of the
Church), Sorbonne professor Jean Bernar-
di wrote: “[Christians] were to go out and
speak everywhere and to everyone. On the
highways and in the cities, on the public
squares and in the homes. Welcome or un-
welcome. To the poor, and to the rich en-
cumbered by their possessions. Tothe small
and to the governors of the Roman prov-
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[was
recent origin and contrasted . . . with the

inces... They had to take to the road, board
ships, and go to the ends of the earth.”

Did they do this? Evidently they did.
Professor Leon Homo relates that the early
Christians had public opinion against them
because of their “ardent proselytism.” Pro-
fessor Latourette states that while the
Jews lost their zeal for proselytizing,
“Christians, on the other hand, were ag-
gressively missionary and so aroused re-
sentment.”

In the second century C.E., Roman
philosopher Celsus criticized the Chris-
tians’ preaching methods. He stated that
Christianity was for the uneducated and
that it could ‘convince only the stupid,
slaves, women, and little children.” He

accused Christians of
indoctrinating “gullible
heldup] piep ricdicde fror titem
“believe without rational
thought.” He claimed
that they told their new
disciples: “Do not ask
questions; just believe.” Yet, according to
Origen, Celsus himself admitted that “it
was not the simple alone who were led by the
doctrine of Jesus to adopt His religion.”

No Ecumenism

The early Christians were further criti-
cized because they claimed to possess the
truth of the one true God. They were not
open to ecumenism, or interfaith. Latou-
rette wrote: “Unlike most of the faiths of
the time, they [the Christians] were hostile
to other religions. ... In contrast with the
fairly broad tolerance which characterized
other cults, they declared that they had fi-
nal truth.”

In 202 C.E., Emperor Septimius Severus
issued an edict forbidding the Christians to



First-century Christians
were known as zealous
preachers of the
Kingdom message

make converts. This,
however, did not stop
them from witnessing
about their faith. La-
tourette describes the
result: “In its refusal
to compromise with the
current paganism and
with many of the social
customs and moral prac-
tices of the times [early
Christianity] developed
a coherence and an or-
ganization which set it
over against society. The
very break required to
join it gave to its adher-
ents a conviction which
constituted a source of
strength against per-
secution and of zeal in
winning converts.”
The historical record
is, therefore, clear. In
the main, the early
Christians, while en-
deavoring to be good
citizens and to live
peaceably with all men,
refused to become “part
of the world.” (John 15:19) They were re-
spectful of the authorities. But when Cae-
sar forbade them to preach, they had no
alternative but to keep on preaching. They
tried to live peaceably with all men but re-
fused to compromise on moral standards
and pagan idolatry. For all of this, they

were despised, maligned, hated, and per-
secuted, even as Christ had foretold they
would be.—John 16:33.

Did their separateness from the world
continue? Or with the passing of time, did
those who claimed to practice Christianity
change their attitude in this?
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Scala/Art Resource, NY.

early Christianity began, collapsed.

Many historians claim that that collapse
was also the time of the final victory of
Christianity over paganism. Expressing
a different viewpoint, Anglican bishop
E. W. Barnes wrote: “As classical civiliza-
tion collapsed, Christianity ceased to be the
noble faith of Jesus the Christ: it became
a religion useful as the social cement of a
world in dissolution.”—The Rise of Chris-
tianity.

Before that collapse, during the second,
third, and fourth centuries C.E., history re-
cords that in many ways those who claimed
to follow Jesus kept themselves separate
from the Roman world. But it also reveals
the development of apostasy in doctrine,

IN TIME the Roman Empire, in which
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How
Christendom
Became a

Partof
This World

conduct, and organization, just as Jesus
and his apostles had foretold. (Matthew 13:
36-43; Acts 20:29, 30; 2 Thessalonians 2:
3 2
10-22) Eventually compromises came to be
made with the Greco-Roman world, and
some who claimed to be Christian adopted
the world’s paganism (such as its festivals
and its worship of a mother-goddess and a
triune god), its philosophy (such as belief in
an immortal soul), and its administrative
organization (seen in the appearance of a
clergy class). It was this corrupted version
of Christianity that attracted the pagan
masses and became a force that the Roman
emperors first tried to stamp out but later
came to terms with and endeavored to use
to their own ends.

127 Timothy 2:16-18; 2 Peter 2:1-3,



Conquered by the World

Church historian Augustus Neander
showed the risks involved in this new re-
lationship between “Christianity” and the
world. If Christians sacrificed their sepa-
rateness from the world, “the consequence
would be a confusion of the church with the
world ... whereby the church would forfeit
her purity, and, while seeming to conquer,
would herself be conquered,” he wrote.
—General History of the Christian Religion
and Church, Volume 2, page 161.

This is what happened. In the early
fourth century, Roman emperor Constan-
tine tried to use the “Christian” religion of
his day to cement his disintegrating em-
pire. To this end, he granted professed
Christians religious freedom and trans-
ferred some of the privileges of the pagan
priesthood to their clergy class. The New
Encyclopaedia Britannica states: “Constan-
tine brought the church out of its withdraw-
al from the world to accept social responsi-
bility and helped pagan society to be won for
the church.”

State Religion

After Constantine, Emperor Julian
(361-363 C.E.) made an attempt to oppose
Christianity and restore paganism. But he
failed, and some 20 years later, Emperor
Theodosius I banned paganism and imposed
Trinitarian “Christianity” as the State reli-
gion of the Roman Empire. With adroit
precision, French historian Henri Marrou
wrote: “By the end of the reign of Theodo-
sius, Christianity, or to be more precise, or-
thodox Catholicism, became the official reli-
gion of the entire Roman world.” Orthodox
Catholicism had replaced true Christianity
and had become a “part of the world.” This
State religion was vastly different from the
religion of Jesus’ early followers, to whom
he said: “You are no part of the world.”
—John 15:19.

French historian and philosopher Louis
Rougier wrote: “As it spread, Christianity
underwent strange mutations to the point
of becoming unrecognizable. . . . The prim-
itive church of the poor, which lived by
charity, became a triumphalist church that
came to terms with the powers that be when
it was unable to dominate them.”

In the early fifth century C.E., Roman
Catholic “Saint” Augustine wrote his major
work The
cities, “that of God and that of the world.”
Did this work accentuate the separation be-
tween Catholics and the world? Not real-
ly. Professor Latourette states: “Augustine
frankly recognized [that] the two cities, the
earthly and the heavenly, are intermin-
gled.” Augustine taught that “the Kingdom
of God has already begun in this world with
the institution of the [Catholic] church.”
(The New Encyclopaedia Britannica, Mac-
ropcedia, Volume 4, page 506) Thus, what-
ever Augustine’s original purpose may have
been, his theories had the effect of involving
the Catholic Church more deeply in the po-
litical affairs of this world.

A Divided Empire

In 395 C.E., when Theodosius I died, the
Roman Empire was officially divided in two.
The Eastern, or Byzantine, Empire had its
capital at Constantinople (formerly Byzan-
tium, now Istanbul), and the Western Em-
pire had its capital (after 402 C.E.) at
Ravenna, Italy. As a result, Christendom
became divided politically and also reli-
giously. With regard to relations between
Church and State, the church in the East-
ern Empire followed the theory of Eusebius
of Caesarea (a contemporary of Constantine
the Great). Ignoring the Christian principle
of separateness from the world, Eusebius
reasoned that if the emperor and the empire
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How "Christianity”

CHRISTIANITY was never meant to be a
part of this world. (Matthew 24:3, 9;
John 17:16) Yet, history books tell
us that in the fourth century C.E.,
"Christianity" became the of-
ficial State religion of the Ro-
man Empire. How did this
come about?

From Nero (5468~ C.E.)
well into the third century C.E.,
all Roman emperors either ac-
tively persecuted Christians or
permitted the persecution of
them. Gallienus (253268 C.E
was the first Roman emperor to issue a
declaration of tolerance for them. Even
then, Christianity was a proscribed religion
throughout the empire. After Gallienus,
the persecution continued, and under Diocletian
(284305° C.E.) and his immediate successors, it
even intensified.

The turning point came early in the fourth
century with the so-called conversion to Christiani-
ty of Emperor Constantine I. Concerning this "con-

became Christian, Church and State would
become a single Christian society, with the
emperor acting as God’s representative on
earth. By and large, this relationship be-
tween Church and State has been followed
over the centuries by the Eastern Orthodox
churches. In his book The Orthodox Church,
Timothy Ware, an Orthodox bishop, showed
the result: “Nationalism has been the bane
of Orthodoxy for the last ten centuries.”
In the West the last Roman emperor was
deposed in 476 C.E. by invading Germanic
tribes. This marked the end of the West-
ern Roman Empire. Of the political vac-
uum that ensued, The New Encyclopedia
Britannica states: “A new power was
formed: the Roman Church, the church of
the bishop of Rome. This church understood
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Became

Emperor Theodosius I:
Real Academia de la Historia,
Madrid (Foto Oronoz)

a State Religion

version,” the French work Theo— Nou-
velle encyclopedie cotholique (Theo
— New Catholic Encyclopedia)
states: "Constantine claimed to

be a Christian emperor. In reali-

ty, he was baptized only on

his deathbed.” Nevertheless,

in 313 C.E., Constantine and

his coemperor, Licinius, issued

an edict that granted religious
freedom to Christians and pa-

gans alike. The New Catholic
Encyclopedia states: "Constan-
tine's extension of freedom of wor-
ship to Christians, which signified that

Christianity was recognized officially as
a religio licita [lawful religion] beside pa’
ganism, was a revolutionary act."

However, The New Encyclopaedia Britannica
declares: "He [Constantine] did not make Chris-
tianity the religion of the empire." French historian
Jean-Remy Palanque, member of the Institute of
France, writes: "The Roman State . . . remained,
however, officially pagan. And Constantine, when

itself as the successor of the extinct Roman
Empire.” This encyclopedia goes on to say:
“The Roman popes ... extended the secular
claim of government of the church beyond
the borders of the church-state and devel-
oped the so-called theory of the two swords,
stating that Christ gave the pope not only
spiritual power over the church but also sec-
ular power over the worldly kingdoms.”

National Protestant Churches

Throughout the Middle Ages, both the
Orthodox and the Roman Catholic religions
continued to be heavily involved in politics,
worldly intrigues, and wars. Did the Prot-
estant Reformation of the 16th century
mark a return to true Christianity, separate
from the world?



adhering to the religion of Christ, did not put an
end to that situation." In the work The Legacy of
Rome, Professor Ernest Barker stated: "[Constan-
tine's victory] did not result in the immediate
establishment of Christianity as the religion of the
State. Constantine was content to recognize Chris-
tianity as one of the public worships of the empire.
For the next seventy years the old pagan rites
were officially performed in Rome."

So at this point "Christianity" was a legal
religion in the Roman Empire. When did it be-
come, in the fullest sense of the expression, the
official State religion? We read in the New Cath-
olic Encyclopedia: "[Constantine's] policy was
continued by his successors with the exception
of Julian [361-363 C.E.], whose persecution of
Christianity was brought to an abrupt end by his
death. Finally, in the last quarter of the 4th centu-
ry, Theodosius the Great [379-395 C.E.] made
Christianity the official religion of the Empire and
suppressed public pagan worship."

Confirming this and revealing just what this new
State religion was, Bible scholar and historian
F. J. Foakes Jackson wrote: "Under Constantine
Christianity and the Roman empire were allied.
Under Theodosius they were united. . From

No. We read in The New Encyclopcedia
Britannica: “The Protestant Reformers of
the Lutheran, Calvinist, and Anglican tra-
ditions . . . remained firmly attached to the
views of Augustine, for whose theology they
felt a particular affinity. . . . Each of the
three main Protestant traditions of 16th-
century Europe .. . found support from the
secular authorities in Saxony [central Ger-
many], Switzerland, and England and re-
mained in the same position vis-a-vis the
state as had the medieval church.”

Rather than bring about a return to gen-
uine Christianity, the Reformation brought
forth a host of national or territorial
churches that have curried favor with the
political states and actively supported them
in their wars. In fact, both the Catholic and

henceforward the title of Catholic was to be
reserved for those who adored the Father, Son
and Holy Ghost with equal reverence. The entire
religious policy of this emperor was directed to
this end, and resulted in the Catholic Faith becom-
ing the one legal religion of the Romans."

Jean-Remy Palanque wrote: "Theodosius, while
combating paganism, also came out in favor
of the orthodox [Catholic] Church; his edict of
380 C.E. ordered all his subjects to profess the
faith of Pope Damasus and the [Trinitarian] bishop
of Alexandria and deprived dissidents of freedom
of worship. The great Council of Constantinople
(381) again condemned all heresies, and the
emperor saw to it that no bishop would support
them. Nicene [Trinitarian] Christianity had well
and truly become the State religion . . . The Church
was closely united with the State and enjoyed its
exclusive support.”

Thus, it was not the unadulterated Christianity
of the apostles' days that became the State reli-
gion of the Roman Empire. It was fourth-century
Trinitarian Catholicism, imposed by force by Em-
peror Theodosius | and practiced by the Roman
Catholic Church, which was then as it is now, truly
a part of this world.

the Protestant churches have fomented re-
ligious wars. In his book An Historian's Ap-
proach to Religion, Arnold Toynbee wrote
concerning such wars: “They exhibited
Catholics and Protestants in France, the
Netherlands, Germany, and Ireland, and ri-
val sects of Protestants in England and
Scotland, in the brutal act of trying to sup-
press one another by force of arms.” The
present-day conflicts that are dividing Ire-
land and the former Yugoslavia show that
the Roman Catholic, Orthodox, and Protes-
tant churches are still deeply involved in
the affairs of this world.

Does all of this mean that true Christian-
ity, separate from the world, no longer ex-
ists on earth? The following article will an-
swer that question.
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Christians and human

SOCIETY TODAY

“You will be objects of hatred by all the nations on account of my name.
—MATTHEW 24:9.

eparateness from the world was a

distinctive mark of the early Chris-

tians. In prayer to his heavenly Father,
Jehovah, Christ said of his disciples: “I have
given your word to them, but the world has
hated them, because they are no part of the
world, just as | am no part of the world.”
(John 17:14) When summoned before Pon-
tius Pilate, Jesus stated: “My kingdom is no
part of this world.” (John 18:36) The sepa-
rateness of primitive Christianity from the
world is attested to by the Christian Greek
Scriptures and by historians.

1. What was to be a distinctive mark of Chris-
tianity?

2Did Jesus later reveal that there would
be a change in the relationship between his
followers and the world and that his King-
dom would come through the conversion of
the world to Christianity? No. Nothing that
his followers were inspired to write after
Jesus’ death even hinted at such a thing.
(James 4:4 [written shortly before 62 C.E.];

2. (a) Was there to be any change in the rela-
tionship between Jesus’ followers and the world
as time passed? (b) Was Jesus’ Kingdom due to
come through the conversion of the nations?

Jehovah's Witnesses are determined to
go on witnessing as long as God wants
them to do so



1 John 2:15-17; 5:19 [written about
98 C.E.]) On the contrary, the Bible links
Jesus’ “presence” and subsequent “coming”
in Kingdom power with “the conclusion of
the system of things,” culminating in its
“end,” or destruction. (Matthew 24:3, 14,
29, 30; Daniel 2:44; 7:13,14) In the sign that
Jesus gave of his pa-rou-si‘a, or presence, he
said of his true followers: “Then people will
deliver you up to tribulation and will kill
you, and you will be objects of hatred by all
the nations on account of my name.”—Mat-
thew 24:9.

True Christians Today

3What religious group today has earned
for itself the reputation of faithfulness to
Christian principles and separateness from
this world, with its members being hat-
ed and persecuted? Well, what worldwide
Christian organization corresponds in
every respect to historical descriptions of
the early Christians? Regarding these, the
New Catholic Encyclopedia states: “The
primitive Christian community, although
considered at first but another sect within
the Jewish milieu, proved unique in its theo-
logical teaching, and more particularly in
the zeal of its members, who served as wit-
nesses to Christ ‘in all Judea and Samaria
and even to the ends of the earth’ (Acts
1.8).”—Volume 3, page 694.

4 Notice the expressions “considered . . .
but another sect,” “unique in its . . . teach-
ing,” “zeal ... as witnesses.” And now ob-
serve how that same encyclopedia describes
Jehovah’s Witnesses: “A sect... Witnesses
are deeply convinced that the end of the
world will come within a very few years.
This vivid belief appears to be the strongest

3, 4. (a) How does a Catholic encyclopedia de-
scribe the early Christians? (b) In what similar
terms are Jehovah’s Witnesses and the early
Christians described?

driving force behind their indefatigable
zeal-— The fundamental obligation of each
member of the sect is to give witness to
Jehovah by announcing His approaching
Kingdom___ They regard the Bible as their
only source of belief and rule of conduct.. .
To be a true Witness one must preach effec-
tively in one way or another.”—Volume 7,
pages 864-5.

5In what respects are the teachings
of Jehovah’s Witnesses unique? The New
Catholic Encyclopedia mentions a few:
“They [Jehovah’s Witnesses] condemn the
Trinity as pagan idolatry .. . They consider
Jesus as the greatest of Jehovah’s Witness-
es, ‘a god’ (so they translate John 1.1), in-
ferior to no one but to Jehovah. ... He died
as a man and was raised as an immortal
spirit Son. His Passion and death were the
price he paid to regain for mankind the
right to live eternally on earth. Indeed, the
4reat multitude’ (Ap 7.9) of true Witnesses
hope in an earthly Paradise; only 144,000
faithful (Ap 7.4; 14.1, 4) may enjoy heavenly
glory with Christ. The wicked will undergo
complete destruction. . . . Baptism—which
Witnesses practice by immersion ... [is]
the exterior symbol of their dedication to
the service of Jehovah God. . . . Jehovah’s
Witnesses have attracted publicity by re-
fusing blood transfusions ... Their conjugal
and sexual morality is quite rigid.” Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses may be unique in these re-
spects, but their position on all these points
is solidly based on the Bible.—Psalm 37:29;
Matthew 3:16; 6:10; Acts 15:28, 29; Romans
6:23; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10; 8:6; Revelation
1:5.

6This Roman Catholic work adds that in

5. (@) In what respects are the teachings of
Jehovah’s Witnesses unique? (b) Give examples
showing that the beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses
are in harmony with the Scriptures.

6. What stance have Jehovah’s Witnesses main-
tained? Why?
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1965 (apparently the year when the article
was written) “the Witnesses did not yet
consider that they belonged to the society in
which they lived.” The author seems to have
thought that as time went by and Jehovah’s
Witnesses became more numerous and took
on “more and more of the characteristics of
a church as opposed to a sect,” they would
become a part of this world. But such has
not proved to be the case. Today, with over
four times as many Witnesses as in 1965,
Jehovah’s Witnesses have consistently
maintained their stance with regard to this
world. “They are no part of the world,” as
Jesus was “no part of the world.”—John
17:16.

Separate but Not Hostile

7Citing the defense of the early Chris-
tians by second-century apologist Justin
Martyr, Robert M. Grant wrote in his book
Early Christianity and Society: “If Chris-
tians were revolutionists they would remain
in hiding in order to reach their goal. . . .
They are the emperor’s best allies in the
cause of peace and good order.” Likewise,
Jehovah’s Witnesses today are known
throughout the world to be peace-loving and
orderly citizens. Governments, of whatever
kind, know that they have nothing to fear
from Jehovah’s Witnesses.

8A North American editorialist wrote: “It
takes abigoted and paranoid imagination to
believe that the Jehovah’s Witnesses pose
any kind of threat to any political regime;
they are as non-subversive and peace-loving
as a religious body can be.” In his book L 05-
jection de conscience (Conscientious Objec-
tion), Jean-Pierre Cattelain writes: “The
Witnesses are perfectly submissive to the
authorities and generally obey laws; they

7, 8. As was true of the early Christians, what
is true of Jehovah’s Witnesses today?
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pay their taxes and do not seek to question,
change, or destroy governments, for they do
not concern themselves with the affairs of
this world.” Cattelain goes on to add that
only if the State claims their lives, which
they have fully dedicated to God, do Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses refuse to obey. In this
they closely resemble the early Christians.
-Mark 12:17; Acts 5:29.

Misunderstood by the Ruling Classes

9Most of the Roman emperors misunder-
stood the early Christians and persecuted
them. Showing why, The Epistle to Diogne-
tus, thought by some to date from the
second century C.E., declares: “Christians
dwell in the world, but are not part and
parcel of the world.” On the other hand,
the Second Vatican Council, in its Dogmat-
ic Constitution on the Church, stated that
Catholics should “seek the kingdom of God
by engaging in temporal affairs” and “work
for the sanctification of the world from
within.”

DHistorian E. G. Hardy states that
the Roman emperors considered the early
Christians to be “somewhat contemptible
enthusiasts.” French historian Etienne
Trocme speaks of “the contempt in which
cultured Greeks and Roman officials held
what they saw as a very strange Oriental
sect [the Christians].” Correspondence be-
tween Pliny the Younger, Roman governor
of Bithynia, and Emperor Trajan shows
that the ruling classes were generally igno-
rant of the true nature of Christianity. Sim-
ilarly today, Jehovah’s Witnesses are often
misunderstood and even despised by the

9. Regarding separateness from the world, what
is an outstanding difference between the early
Christians and modern-day Catholics?

10. (a) How were the early Christians viewed by
the ruling classes? (b) How are Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses often viewed, and what is their reaction?



ruling classes of the world. However, this
neither surprises nor dismays the Witness-
es.—Acts 4:13; 1 Peter 4:12, 13.

“Everywhere It Is Spoken Against”

1 Of the early Christians it was said: “As
regards this sect it is known to us that
everywhere it is spoken against.” (Acts 28:
22) In the second century C.E., the pagan
Celsus claimed that Christianity appealed
only to the dregs of human society. Similar-
ly it has been said of Jehovah’s Witnesses
that “for the most part, they are drawn
from the deprived in our society.” Church
historian Augustus Neander reported that
“the Christians were represented as men
dead to the world, and useless for all affairs
of life; . . . and it was asked, what would
become of the business of life, if all were
like them?” Because Jehovah’s Witnesses
refrain from participating in politics, they
too are often accused of being deadwood in
human society. But how could they be polit-
ical activists and at the same time be advo-
cates of God’s Kingdom as mankind’s only
hope? Jehovah’s Witnesses take to heart the
apostle Paul’s words: “Share in suffering as
a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier on
service gets entangled in civilian pursuits,
since his aim is to satisfy the one who
enlisted him.”—2 Timothy 2:3, 4, Revised
Standard Version, an Ecumenical Edition.

21In his book A History of Christianity,
Professor K. S. Latourette writes: “One of
the issues on which the early Christians
were at variance with the Graeco-Roman
world was participation in war. For the first
three centuries no Christian writing which

11. (a) What things were said of the early
Christians, and what has been said of Jehovah’s
Witnesses? (b) Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses not
participate in politics?

12. In what important aspect of separateness do
Jehovah’s Witnesses resemble the early Chris-
tians?

has survived to our time condoned Chris-
tian participation in war.” Edward Gibbon’s
work The History of the Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire states: “It was impossi-
ble that the Christians, without renouncing
a more sacred duty, could assume the char-
acter of soldiers, of magistrates, or of
princes.” Jehovah’s Witnesses similarly
adopt a position of strict neutrality and fol-
low the Bible principles outlined at Isaiah 2:
2-4 and Matthew 26:52.

13Jehovah’s Witnesses are accused by
their enemies of breaking up families. True,
there are cases of families that become di-
vided when one or more members become
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Jesus foretold that
this would occur. (Luke 12:51-53) Statistics
show, however, that marriages that break
up for this reason are the exception. Among
Jehovah’s Witnesses in France, for in-
stance, 1 married couple in 3 includes a
marriage partner who is not a Witness. Yet,
the divorce rate among these mixed mar-
riages is no higher than the national aver-
age. Why? The apostles Paul and Peter gave
wise, inspired counsel to Christians mar-
ried to unbelievers, and Jehovah’s Witness-
es endeavor to follow their words. (1 Corin-
thians 7:12-16; 1 Peter 3:1-4) If a mixed
marriage breaks up, the initiative almost
always comes from the non-Witness part-
ner. On the other hand, many thousands of
marriages have been saved because the mar-
riage partners became Jehovah’s Witness-
es and started applying Bible principles in
their lives.

Christians, Not Trinitarians
U1t is ironic that in the Roman Empire,
one of the accusations brought against the

13. What accusation is leveled at Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, but what do the facts show?

14. What accusation was brought against the
early Christians, and why is this ironic?
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early Christians was that they were athe-
ists. Dr. Augustus Neander writes: “The de-
niers of the gods, the atheists, .. . was the
common name by which the Christians were
designated among the people.” How strange
that Christians, who worshiped the living
Creator and not multiple gods, should be
dubbed atheists by pagans who worshiped
“no gods, but the workmanship of man’s
hands, wood and stone.”—Isaiah 37:19.

5 Equally ironic is the fact that today

some authorities in Christendom deny that
Jehovah’s Witnesses are Christians. Why?
Because the Witnesses reject the Trinity.
According to Christendom’s biased def-
inition, “Christians are those who accept
Christ as God.” In contrast with this, a
modern dictionary defines the noun “Chris-
tian” as “a person who believes in Jesus
Christ and who follows his teachings” and
“Christianity” as “a religion that is based

15, 16. (a) What have some religionists said of
Jehovah’s Witnesses, but what question does
this raise? (b) What shows that Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses are truly Christians?

By Way of Review

O What characterized the early
Christians, and how do Jehovah's
Witnesses resemble them?

O In what respects do Jehovah's
Witnesses show that they are good
citizens?

O How did the ruling classes view
the early Christians, and is it any
different today?

O What does the Witnesses' convic-
tion that they have the truth move
them to do?

61 the Watchtower— July 1993 ,1

on the teachings of Jesus Christ and the
belief that he was the son of God.” What
group fits this definition more closely?
BJehovah’s Witnesses accept Jesus’ own
testimony as to who he is. He stated: “l am
God’s Son,” not, “l am God the Son.” (John
10:36; compare John 20:31.) They accept
the apostle Paul’s inspired statement con-
cerning Christ: “Who, being in the form of
God, did not count equality with God some-
thing to be grasped.”* (Philippians 2:6, The
New Jerusalem Bible) The book The Pa-
ganism in Our Christianity states: “Jesus
Christ never mentioned such a phenomenon
[a coequal Trinity], and nowhere in the New
Testament does the word ‘Trinity’ appear.
The idea was only adopted by the Church
three hundred years after the death of our
Lord; and the origin of the conception is
entirely pagan.” Jehovah’s Witnesses ac-
cept the Biblical teaching about Christ.
They are Christians, not Trinitarians.

No Ecumenism

17 Two other complaints made against Je-
hovah’s Witnesses are that they refuse to
take part in the ecumenical movement and
that they engage in what is termed “aggres-
sive proselytizing.” Both of these reproach-
es were also flung at the early Christians.
Christendom, with her Catholic, Orthodox,
and Protestant components, is undeniably
a part of this world. Like Jesus, Jehovah’s
Witnesses “are no part of the world.” (John
17:14) How could they ally themselves
through interfaith movements with reli-
gious organizations that promote unchris-
tian conduct and beliefs?

*For a discussion of this passage in connection
with the Trinity dogma, see The Watchtower,
June 15, 1971, pages 3556".

17. Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses not cooperate
with the ecumenical, or interfaith, movement?



B  Who can justifiably criticize Jehovah’s Council 11, “Declaration on Religious Liber-

Witnesses for believing, as did the ear-
ly Christians, that they alone are practicing
the true religion? Even the Catholic Church,
while hypocritically claiming to cooperate
with the ecumenical movement, proclaims:
“We believe that this one true religion con-
tinues to exist in the Catholic and Apostolic
Church, to which the Lord Jesus entrusted
the task of spreading it among all men when
he said to the apostles: ‘Go therefore and
make disciples of all nations.”” (Vatican

18. (a) Why can Jehovah’s Witnesses not be
criticized for claiming that they alone practice
the true religion? (b) While believing they have
the true religion, what do Roman Catholics not
possess?

Pilate said: "Look! The man"— the One who
was no part of the world.— John 1

ty”) Apparently, though, such belief is not
sufficient to infuse Catholics with inde-
fatigable zeal in going forth to make dis-
ciples.

19Jehovah’s Witnesses have such zeal.
They are determined to go on witnessing as
long as God wants them to do so. (Matthew
24:14) Their witnessing is zealous but not
aggressive. It is motivated by love of neigh-
bor, not by hatred of mankind. They hope
that as many of mankind as possible will be
saved. (1 Timothy 4:16) Like the early Chris-
tians, they endeavor to “be peaceable with all
men.” (Romans 12:18) How they go about
this will be discussed in the following article.

19. (@) What are Jehovah’s Witnesses deter-
mined to do, and with what motive? (b) What
will be examined in the following article?

“Ecce Homo” by A. Ciseri: Florence, Galleria d'Arte Moderna / Alinari/Art Resource, N.Y.



Walking in wisdom with

REGARD TO THE WORLD

“Go on walking in wisdom toward those on the outside. ~—COLOSSIANS 4:5.

HE early Christians living in the cit-

ies of the Roman world were contin-

ually confronted with idolatry, im-
moral pleasure-seeking, and pagan rites
and customs. Those who lived in Colossae,
acity in west-central Asia Minor, doubtless
met up with the mother-goddess worship
and spiritism of the native Phrygians, the
pagan philosophy of the Greek settlers, and
the Judaism of the Jewish colony. The apos-
tie Paul counseled the Christian congrega-
tion to “go on walking in wisdom” toward
such “outsiders.”—Colossians 4:5.
1. With what were the early Christians con-
fronted, and what counsel did Paul give to the
congregation in Colossae?

18 The watchtower— July 1993 |I

2Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses meet up
with similar wrong practices, and even
more. They also, therefore, need to exercise
wisdom in their relationship with those
outside the true Christian congregation.
Many in religious and political establish-
ments as well as in the media are opposed
to them. Some of these, either by outright
attack or, more often, by innuendo, try to
sully the reputation of Jehovah’s Witnesses
and arouse prejudice against them. Just as
the early Christians were unjustly viewed
as a fanatical and even dangerous “sect,”
Jehovah’s Witnesses today are often the

2. Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses today need to
walk in wisdom toward those on the outside?



At left: True Christians in France helping
their neighbors after a flood

butt of prejudice and misconceptions.
—Acts 24:14; 1 Peter 4:4.

Overcoming Prejudice

3True Christians do not expect to be
loved by the world, which, according to the
apostle John, “is lying in the power of the
wicked one.” (1 John 5:19) Nevertheless,
the Bible encourages Christians to endeav-
or to win individuals over to Jehovah and
his pure worship. This we do by direct wit-
nessing and also by our good behavior. The
apostle Peter wrote: “Maintain your con-
duct fine among the nations, that, in the
thing in which they are speaking against
you as evildoers, they may as a result of
your fine works of which they are eyewit-
nesses glorify God in the day for his inspec-
tion.”—1 Peter 2:12.

41n her book Forgive—But Do Not For-
get, author Sylvia Salvesen said of women
Witnesses who were her fellow inmates in
a Nazi concentration camp: “Those two,
Kathe and Margarethe, and many others,
helped me a lot, not only by their faith but
in practical matters. They procured for us
the first clean rags we had for our sores ...
In short we found ourselves amongst people
who wished us well, and who showed their
friendly feelings by their actions.” What a
fine testimony from “those on the outside™!

5We can do much to break down preju-

3, 4. (a) Why will true Christians never be
loved by the world, but what should we try to do?
(b) What did an author write about Jehovah’s
Witnesses detained in a Nazi concentration
camp?

5, 6. (@) What work is Christ accomplishing at
the present time, and what should we not forget?
(b) What should be our attitude toward people of
the world, and why?

dice by the wise way in which we conduct
ourselves toward outsiders. True, we are
living at the time when our reigning King,
Christ Jesus, is separating people of the
nations, “just as a shepherd separates the
sheep from the goats.” (Matthew 25:32)
But never forget that Christ is the Judge;
it is he who decides who are “the sheep”and
who are “the goats.”—John 5:22.

6This should influence our attitude to-
ward those who are not part of Jehovah’s
organization. We may think of them as
worldly people, but they are a part of the
world of mankind that “God loved ... so
much that he gave his only-begotten Son,
in order that everyone exercising faith in
him might not be destroyed but have ever-
lasting life.” (John 3:16) It is far better
to consider people to be prospective sheep
than presumptuously to decide that they
are goats. Some who were once violently
opposed to the truth are now dedicated
Witnesses. And many of these were first
won over by acts of kindness, before they
responded to any direct witnessing. See,
for example, the picture on page 18.

Zealous, Not Aggressive

7Pope John Paul Il criticized sects in
general, and Jehovah’s Witnesses in partic-
ular, when he stated: ‘“The almost aggres-
sive zeal with which some seek out new
adherents, going from house to house, or
stopping passersby on street corners, is a
sectarian counterfeit of apostolic and mis-
sionary ardor.” It might be asked, If ours is
a “counterfeit of apostolic and missionary
ardor,” where is the real evangelizing zeal
to be found? Certainly not among Catholics
nor, for that matter, among Protestants or
members of the Orthodox churches.

7. What criticism did the pope express, but what
question might we ask?
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8Nevertheless, in order to give the lie
to any accusation of aggressiveness in our
witnessing, we should always be kind, re-
spectful, and polite when we approach peo-
pie. The disciple James wrote: “Who is wise
and understanding among you? Let him
show out of his fine conduct his works with
amildness that belongs to wisdom.” (James
3:13) The apostle Paul exhorts us “not to be
belligerent.” (Titus 3:2) For example, rath-
er than outrightly condemn the beliefs of a
person we are witnessing to, why not show
a sincere interest in his or her opinions?
Then tell the person the good news as con-
tained in the Bible. By adopting a positive

8. How should we carry out our house-to-house
witnessing, hopefully with what result?
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Christian acts of kindness can do much to
break down prejudice

approach and showing due respect for peo-
pie with other beliefs, we will help them get
in a better frame of mind to listen, and
perhaps they will discern the value of the
Bible’s message. The result may be that
some will come to “glorify God.”—1 Peter
2:12.

9The apostle Paul counseled: “Go on
walking in wisdom toward those on the
outside, buying out the opportune time for
yourselves.” (Colossians 4:5) Explaining
this latter expression, J. B. Lightfoot
wrote: “Letting no opportunity slip you,
of saying and doing what may further the
cause of God.” (Italics ours.) Yes, we must
be ready with words and deeds at the op-
portune time. Such wisdom also involves
choosing an appropriate time of day to
make calls. If our message is refused, is it
because people do not appreciate it, or is it
because we called at a time that was likely
inopportune? Paul also wrote: “Let your ut-
terance be always with graciousness, sea-
soned with salt, so as to know how you
ought to give an answer to each one.” (Co-
lossians 4:6) This takes forethought and
true love for neighbor. Let us always pre-
sent the Kingdom message with gracious-
ness.

Respectful and
“Ready for Every Good Work”

1OWe cannot compromise on Bible prin-
ciples. On the other hand, we should not

9. How can we apply the counsel Paul gave (a) at
Colossians 4:5? (b) at Colossians 4:6?

10. (a) What counsel did the apostle Paul give
to Christians living in Crete? (b) How have Je-
hovah’s Witnesses been exemplary in following
Paul’s counsel?



needlessly take issue with questions that do
not involve Christian integrity. The apos-
tie Paul wrote: “Continue reminding them
[Christians in Crete] to be in subjection
and be obedient to governments and au-
thorities as rulers, to be ready for every
good work, to speak injuriously of no one,
not to be belligerent, to be reasonable, ex-
hibiting all mildness toward all men.” (Ti-
tus 3:1, 2) Bible scholar E. F. Scott wrote
about this passage: “Not only were Chris-
tians to obey authority, but they must be
ready for any good work. This . . . means
that, when occasion demanded, Christians
should be among the foremost in showing
public spirit. There would constantly be
outbreaks of fire, plague, calamity of vari-
ous kinds, when all good citizens would de-
sire to help their neighbours.” Throughout
the world there have been many instances
of catastrophe striking and Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses being among the first to perform
reliefwork. They have helped not only their
brothers but also outsiders.

1 This same passage from Paul’s letter to
Titus also underscores the importance of
adopting a respectful attitude toward the
authorities. Young Christians who because
of their stand on neutrality appear before
judges should be particularly mindful to
walk in wisdom toward those on the out-
side. They can do much to make or mar the
reputation of Jehovah’s people by their ap-
pearance, their deportment, and the way
they speak to such authorities. They should
“render... to him who calls for honor, such
honor,” and make their defense with deep
respect.—Romans 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:17;
3:15.

11, 12. (a) How should Christians act toward
the authorities? (b) What does subjection to
authorities include when it comes to building
Kingdom Halls?

2 “Authorities” include local govern-
ment officials. Now that more and more
Kingdom Halls are being built, dealings
with the local authorities are inevitable. Of-
ten, elders encounter prejudice. But it has
been found that where congregation rep-
resentatives establish a good relationship
with the authorities and cooperate with the
town planning commission, this prejudice
can be broken down. Often a fine witness is
given to people who previously knew little
or nothing about Jehovah’s Witnesses and
their message.

‘If Possible, Be Peaceable With AIlI’

13Paul gave the following counsel to
Christians living in pagan Rome: “Return
evil for evil to no one. Provide fine things
in the sight of all men. If possible, as far as
it depends upon you, be peaceable with all
men. Do not avenge yourselves, beloved,
but yield place to the wrath; for it is writ-
ten: ‘Vengeance is mine; | will repay, says
Jehovah.” But, ‘if your enemy is hungry,
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him some-
thing to drink; for by doing this you will
heap fiery coals upon his head.” Do not let
yourself be conquered by the evil, but keep
conquering the evil with the good.”—Ro-
mans 12:17-21.

K In our relations with outsiders, we as
true Christians inevitably encounter oppos-
ers. In the above passage, Paul shows that
the path of wisdom is to endeavor to over-
come the opposition by kind actions. Like
fiery coals, these acts of kindness may melt
down the enmity and win the opposer over
to a kinder attitude toward Jehovah’s peo-
pie, perhaps even arousing his interest in
13, 14. What counsel did Paul give to Christians
in Rome, and how can we apply it in our relations
with outsiders?
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the good news. When this happens, evil is
conquered with the good.

BWalking in wisdom toward those on
the outside is particularly important in
homes where one of the marriage partners
has not yet accepted the truth. Observance
of Bible principles produces better hus-
bands, better wives, better fathers, better
mothers, and children who are more obedi-
ent and study harder at school. An unbe-
liever should be able to see the wholesome
effect Bible principles have on a believer.
Thus, some “may be won without a word
through the conduct” of dedicated family
members.—1 Peter 3:1, 2.

‘Working What Is Good Toward All’
16 The greatest good that we can work for
our neighbor is to bring him the message of
life and teach him about reconciliation with
Jehovah through Jesus Christ. (Romans 5:

8117) Therefore the apostle Paul tells us:

“Through him [Christ] let us always offer
to God a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit
of lips which make public declaration to his
name.” (Hebrews 13:15) Paul adds: “More-
over, do not forget the doing of good and
the sharing of things with others, for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased.” (He-
brews 13:16) In addition to our public wit-
nessing, we should not forget “the doing of
good.” It forms an integral part of the sac-
rifices with which God is well pleased.

I7 Naturally, we do good to our spiritual
brothers, who may be in need emotionally,
spiritually, physically, or materially. Paul

15. When should Christians be particularly care”
ful to walk in wisdom toward those on the out-
side?

16, 17. (a) With what sacrifices is God well
pleased? (b) How should we “work what is good”
toward our brothers and also toward those on the
outside?
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indicated this when he wrote: “As long as
we have time favorable for it, let us work
what is good toward all, but especially to-
ward those related to us in the faith.” (Ga-
latians 6:10; James 2:15, 16) We should,
however, not forget the words, “Let us work
what is good toward all.” An act of kind-
ness to a relative, a neighbor, or a work
colleague could do much to break down prej-
udice against us and open up the person’s
heart toward the truth.

18Todo this, we do not need to make close
friends of those on the outside. Such asso-
ciations are potentially dangerous. (1 Co-
rinthians 15:33) And there is no intent to
be friends with the world. (James 4:4) But
our Christian goodness can support our
preaching. In some lands it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult to talk to people at their

18. (a) What dangers should we avoid? (b) How
can we use our Christian goodness as a support
for our public witnessing work?

By Way of Review

O Why do Jehovah's Witnesses need
to walk in wisdom toward those on
the outside?

O Why can true Christians never hope
to be loved by the world, but what
should they try to do?

O What should be our attitude toward
people of the world, and why?

O Why should we "work what is
good" not only toward our brothers
but also toward those on the out-
side?

O How can our walking in wisdom to-
ward those on the outside help us in
our public witnessing work?



Christians should "be ready for
every good work"

homes. Some apartment buildings are pro-
tected by devices that prevent us from con-
tacting the occupants. In developed coun-
tries the telephone offers an avenue for
preaching. In most countries street wit-
nessing can be done. Yet, in all countries,
being pleasant, polite, kind, and helpful
opens up opportunities to break down prej-
udice and give a fine witness.

Silencing Opposers

19Jehovah’s Witnesses are neither men
pleasers nor men fearers. (Proverbs 29:25;
Ephesians 6:6) They fully realize that in
spite of all their efforts to be exemplary
taxpayers and good citizens, opposers will
spread malicious lies and speak slightingly
about them. (1 Peter 3:16) Knowing this,
they try to imitate Daniel, of whom his en-
emies said: “We shall find in this Daniel
no pretext at all, except we have to find it
against him in the law of his God.” (Daniel
6:5) We will never compromise Bible prin-
ciples to please men. On the other hand, we
do not seek martyrdom. We endeavor to live
peaceably and heed the apostolic counsel:
“So the will of God is, that by doing good
you may muzzle the ignorant talk of the
unreasonable men.”—1 Peter 2:15.

DWe are convinced that our position of
separateness from the world is in full har-
mony with the Bible. It is supported by the

19. (a) Since we are not out to please men, what
can we expect? (b) How should we endeavor to
follow Daniel’s example and apply Peter’s coun-
sel?

20. (a) Of what are we convinced, and what
encouragement did Jesus give us? (b) How can
we go on walking in wisdom toward those on the
outside?

history of the first-century Christians. We
are heartened by Jesus’ words: “In the
world you are having tribulation, but take
courage! I have conquered the world.” (John
16:33) We do not fear. “Indeed, who is the
man that will harm you if you become zeal-
ous for what is good? But even if you should
suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are
happy. However, the object of their fear do
not you fear, neither become agitated. But
sanctify the Christ as Lord in your hearts,
always ready to make a defense before
everyone that demands of you a reason for
the hope in you, but doing so together with
a mild temper and deep respect.” (1 Peter
3:13-15) While acting in this way, we will
go on walking in wisdom toward those on
the outside.
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Scenes From
the Promised Land

Beer-sheba

W here a Well Meant Life

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

A [ -JROM Dan to Beer-sheba.” That is a familiar
phrase to Bible readers. It describes all Israel,
from Dan, near the northern border, to Beer-

sheba, in the south. The peace of Solomon’s reign was

pictured thus: “Judah and Israel continued to dwell in
security, everyone under his own vine and under his own
fig tree, from Dan to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon.”

— 1 Kings 4:25; Judges 20:1.

The differences between Dan and Beer-sheba, though,
involved more than their distance from each other. For
example, Dan enjoyed ample rain; water flowed from the
ground to form one of the headwaters of the Jordan River,
as seen in the photograph to the right. How different
Beer-sheba was, for it was located in an arid region, be-
tween the seacoast and the southern end of the Dead Sea.

In the area of Beer-sheba, the yearly rainfall was only
from six to eight inches. Knowing that, note the above
photograph of the tell, or mound, of Beer-sheba.* The

* For a larger view of Tell Beer-sheba, see the 1993 Calendar of
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

green you see indicates that the
photograph was taken after the lim-
ited rains of winter, when for a short
time the fields around Beer-sheba
are green. The nearby plains were
—and still are—fine for grain crops.
Because the area was dry, Bible
accounts about Beer-sheba empha-
size wells and water rights. The city
lay near roads or caravan routes
that crossed the desert wilderness
farther south. As you can imagine,
travelers passing or stopping here
would need water for themselves
and for their animals. Such water
did not bubble out of the ground, as
at Dan, but it could be obtained from
wells. In fact, the Hebrew word
be’er' referred to a pit or a hole dug
to tap an underground water sup-
ply. Beer-sheba means “Well of the
Oath” or, “Well of Seven.”
Abraham and his family long re-
sided in and around Beer-sheba,
and they knew the importance of
wells. When Sarah’s maidservant
Hagar ran away to the wilderness,
she may have planned to get water
from wells or from Bedouin who use
them—such as the Bedouin woman
on the following page, top, drawing
water at a well in the Sinai Peninsu-



la. When Abraham later had to drive
Hagar away with her abusive son, he
kindly provided a supply of water.
What happened once that ran out?
“Then God opened her eyes so that
she caught sight of a well of water;
and she went and began to fill the
skin bottle with water and to give the
boy a drink.”—Genesis 21:19.

From where did Abraham get the
water to fill Hagar’s waterskin? Per-
haps at the well he had dug, near
which he planted a tamarisk tree.
(Genesis 21:25337) It might be said
that scientists now see the appropri-
ateness of Abraham’s choice of the
tamarisk, for this tree has tiny leaves
that lose little moisture, so it can
thrive despite the dryness of this
area.—See picture below.

Abraham’ digging a well was
mentioned in connection with a dis-
pute between him and a Philistine
king. A well was a valuable asset be-
cause of the general scarcity of wa-
ter and the labor required to dig a
deep well. In fact, back then it was
an invasion of property rights to use
a well without permission.—Com-
pare Numbers 20:17, 19.

If you visit Tell Beer-sheba, you
can peer down a deep well on the

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.
southeastern slope. No one knows when it was first cut
through solid rock and its upper section (seen below) then
reinforced with stones. Modern archaeologists cleared it
for a hundred feet down without reaching the bottom. One
of them observed: “It is tempting to conclude that this well
was . . . the Well of the Oath’where Abraham and Abime-
lech made their covenant.”—Biblical Archaeology Review.

Evidently Beer-sheba grew in size later in the Biblical
period, becoming a fortified city with a large gate. But a
key to its existence and success was the vital water from its
deep well.



PRINTING BIBLE LITERATURE
WHILE UNDER BAN

AS TOLD BY MALCOLM G. VALE

“Print the Children book.” I received this surprising directive from the
branch overseer of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Australia during World War 11,
shortly after the release of the book at the St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A.,
convention on August 10, 1941. Why was the directive surprising?

rELL, our preaching work had

W Tbeen outlawed in January 1941,

so continued printing even in a

limited way would be a challenge. Besides,

Children was a 384-page book with full-

color pictures. Our printing equipment

needed upgrading, paper was scarce, and

the personnel were untrained for producing
bound books.

Before describing how we succeeded in
printing while under ban, let me tell you
how | came to serve in connection with the
Australia branch office as overseer of print-
ing operations.
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Early Background

My father owned a printing business in
the prosperous city of Ballarat, Victoria,
where | was born in 1914. So | learned the
printing business working in Dad’s print-
ery. | was also involved in the activities
of the Church of England, singing in the
church choir and ringing the church bells.
I even came in line for teaching Sunday
school, but I was uneasy about this.

The reason was that | had serious ques-
tions about certain church teachings.
These included the Trinity, hellfire, and the
immortality of the human soul, and no one



gave me satisfactory answers. It also puz-
zled me that from time to time, our minis-
ter spoke out angrily about a small religious
group who called themselves Jehovah’s
Witnesses. | wondered why such an insig-
nificant group would be of such concern to
a city of 40,000 people.

One Sunday, | was standing outside the
church after evening service when a group
of girls from the nearby Methodist Church
walked past. | struck up a friendship with
one of them. Her name was Lucy, and in
due course she invited me to her home to
meet her parents. Imagine my surprise
when | learned that her mother, Vera Clo-
gan, was one of Jehovah’s Witnesses. We
had many animated Bible discussions, and
what she said really made sense.

Shortly, Lucy and | married, and by 1939
we were living in Melbourne, Victoria’s
capital. Although Lucy had become one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses, | had still not made
up my mind. However, when World War Il
broke out in September of that year, | be-
gan to think seriously about what I had
learned from the Scriptures. The banning
of the work of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Jan-
uary 1941 really helped me make up my
mind. | dedicated my life to Jehovah God
and was baptized soon afterward.

Dramatic Changes in Our Lives

At the time, we were renting a comfort-
able apartment in Melbourne. Before long,
however, we were invited to move into a
house with several other Witnesses. We
sold all our furniture except the bedroom
suite and moved into what was called a pio-
neer home. | continued to work as a printer
and thus was able to contribute toward the
expenses of operating the home. The other
husbands did the same. Our wives, as a
result, could share in the preaching activity

full-time, and we men joined them in the
evangelizing work and at Christian meet-
ings during the evenings and on weekends.

Shortly thereafter, my wife and | re-
ceived a letter from the branch office of the
Watch Tower Society inviting us to come
to Sydney. We sold our bedroom suite and
paid off a few debts we had, but to get mon-
ey for our rail fare to Sydney, we had to sell
Lucy’s engagement ring!

Because of wartime restrictions and the
recently enacted ban, no Bibles or Bible lit-
erature could be imported from overseas.
For this reason the Australia branch office
decided to establish an underground print-
ing operation to keep up the flow of spiritu-
al food, and | was invited to oversee the
work. | was privileged to work alongside a
Scotsman, George Gibb, who served in
the Australia branch printery for some 60
years.* That was when | received the direc-
tive: “Print the Children book.”

Recovering Printing Equipment
Many were the exciting, sometimes hair-
raising, experiences we had in those event-
ful war years. For example, to get start-
ed in our printing operations, we needed

*See The Watchtower,
pages 24-7.

September 15, 1978,

In Our Next Issue

Who Is Jehovah?

How May We Supply
Virtue to Our Faith?

Tenderly Shepherding
Jehovah's Precious Sheep
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equipment. What we previously used to do
the limited printing in prewar years had
been seized by government authorities, and
now the Society’s small printery was locked
up and guarded. How could we get the
equipment out to locations suitable for un-
derground printing?

Armed guards, working in shifts, policed
the Society’s property 24 hours a day. How-
ever, one of the back walls bordered on a
little-used railway siding. So at night, us-
ing methods reminiscent of Ezekiel 12:5-7,
some enterprising Bethel workers entered
through the wall by removing some brick-
work. Once inside, they put the loose bricks
back in the wall to avoid detection. By mak-
ing these nighttime raids over a period of
about two weeks, they carefully dismantled
a small printing press, a Linotype, and
a few other machines. Then they quietly
passed the pieces out, right under the eyes
of the guards on duty!

In time we obtained additional equip-
ment from other sources, and soon we had
underground printing operations going full
swing in various locations throughout Syd-
ney. Thus, we were able to print and bind
not only the Children book but also the
full-size books The New World, “The Truth
Shall Make You Free,”and The Kingdom
At Hand, as well as the Yearbooks of Jeho-
vahs Witnesses for 1942, 1943, 1944, and
1945. In addition, during the ban of those
war years, Jehovah’s Witnesses through-
out Australia never missed one issue of The
Watchtower. This reassured us in a very
personal way that Jehovah’s hand is never
short.—Isaiah 59:1.

Coping With Unexpected Visits
During the period of heavy wartime cen-
sorship, commercial printeries were often
visited unexpectedly by government of-
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ficials who inspected what was being print-
ed. Therefore, one of our undercover print-
eries was equipped with a warning device,
a button on the floor that was within easy
reach of the receptionist. Whenever anyone
whom she did not recognize or who was
suspected of being an inspector came up the
stairs, she would press the button.

When the button was pressed, it was
quite a sight to see bodies going through
windows in all directions! The workers who
were registered as employees remained be-
hind to cover up quickly any printed sheets
of Watchtower magazines or other Bible lit-
erature being worked on. To do this, they
would use printed sheets of the same size
as other publications that were being pre-
pared for commercial customers.

During one such visit, two inspectors sat
on comics, which were still in large-size
sheets, but beneath were sheets of Watch-
tower magazines that had been printed the
previous night. In a printery in another
part of the city, we did commercial print-
ing in the daytime and printed Watchtower
publications at night and on weekends.

Filling Our Paper Needs

Obtaining paper for printing was a ma-
jor problem. However, some large print-
eries that did not need their full paper quo-
tas because of reduced business during the
war were willing to sell their surplus—al-
ways at an inflated price, of course. On one
occasion, though, we received paper from
another source.

A cargo vessel coming to Australia had
a large consignment of brown paper on
board, but the ship was damaged at sea and
water seeped into much of the paper. The
whole consignment was put up for auction,
and to our surprise we were the only bid-
ders. This enabled us to buy it at a rock-



Printing establishment at Strathfield Bethel, 1929-73

George Gibb standing beside one of the presses that

were taken out of the

bottom price. We dried the paper in the
sun, thus salvaging most of it, and then we
cut it into sheets suitable for our printing
press.

How would we use the brown paper? We
figured, and correctly so, that comic-book
readers would still enjoy their comics on
colored paper. Thus, we used the white pa-
per that we had been allotted for comic
books to print The Watchtower and other
Society material.

The Important Role of Women

During the war years, many Christian
women in Australia learned the bindery op-
erations. One extremely hot summer after-
noon, some of them were working alone in
asmall garage that we had rented in a back
street of a Sydney suburb. For security
reasons, they kept every window and door
shut. The glue pots gave off hot, smelly
fumes, and the heat was almost unbearable.
So they stripped to their undergarments.

Suddenly, there was a knock on the door.
The Christian sisters called out asking who

fhrough the rear wall

was there, and a government labor officer
answered. He was from a department that
had wartime powers to direct individuals to
any area where labor was needed. The sis-
ters replied loudly that they could not let
him in just now as they were working in
their undergarments because of the heat.

The officer was quiet for a moment; then
he called out that he had another appoint-
ment in the area. He said he would come
back the next day to make his inspection.
Immediately these Christian women tele-
phoned us, and we sent a truck that night
to pick up everything the bindery was
working on, moving it to another location.

Most of those involved in our under-
ground printing had no previous work ex-
perience in the printing trade, so what was
accomplished left no doubt in my mind that
Jehovah’s spirit provided the needed help
and direction. It was a great privilege for
me and my wife, Lucy, who worked in the
bindery, to be a part of it all.

How was our work administered in those
trying times? The acting branch overseer
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of Jehovah’s Witnesses had received a re-
striction order from the government, re-
quiring him to live in a town about 60 miles
out of Sydney. The order forbade him to
move outside a five-mile radius of the cen-
ter of the town. Gasoline was rationed to
one gallon per car per month. But the
brothers invented an ingenious unit known
as a gas producer—a cylindrical sheet-
metal container weighing about half a ton,
mounted at the rear of the car. Charcoal
was burned in this, producing carbon mon-
oxide as fuel. Several nights each week,
other responsible brothers and I traveled by
this means to meet the overseer in a dry
creek bed close to the town of his exile.
Thus, we could discuss many matters be-
fore stoking up the gas producer again and
driving back to Sydney in the early morn-
ing hours.

Finally, the ban on Jehovah’s Witnesses
came before the High Court of Australia.
The judge declared the ban “arbitrary, ca-
pricious, and oppressive” and completely
exonerated Jehovah’s Witnesses of any se-
ditious activity. The full High Court sup-
ported this decision, so that we were able to
come aboveground to continue our lawful
Kingdom activities.

Further Assignments and Blessings

After the war many who had worked in
our underground printing operations en-
tered the pioneer ministry. Some of them
later went on to the Watchtower Bible
School of Gilead in New York. Lucy and |
also had that goal in mind, but then a baby
daughter arrived on the scene and | decid-
ed to go back into the printing trade. We
prayed that Jehovah would help us always
to put Kingdom interests first, and he has.
I became involved in another ministerial
assignment in the following way.
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I received a phone call from Lloyd Barry,
who now serves as a member of the Govern-
ing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses at Brook-
lyn, New York. At that time he was a trav-
eling overseer in Sydney. He asked if | was
aware of the date of our next assembly.
When 1 replied that | was, he said: “We
want you to look after the food arrange-
ments.”

Taken aback for a moment, | said rather
weakly: “But I’'ve never done anything like
that in my life.”

“Well, Brother,” he replied rather imp-
ishly, “it’s about time you learned!” Learn
I did, and | continued to have the privilege
of overseeing food service, even at large
conventions, for more than 40 years.

Over the years, our commercial printing
firm expanded, and this necessitated sever-
al overseas business trips. | always fitted
these in with the international conventions
held in New York City and elsewhere in the
United States. This gave me the opportuni-
ty to spend time with those who had over-
sight of various convention departments,
particularly food service. Thus, back in
Australia, | was better able to serve the
needs at our conventions.

With our advancing years, Lucy and I
sometimes wonder whether we could have
achieved more if we had been born a little
later. On the other hand, having been born
in 1916 and 1914 respectively, we consider
it a wonderful privilege to have seen Bible
prophecies unfold before our eyes. And we
thank Jehovah for the blessing we have had
in studying with many people and helping
them to learn the truth and to see them
now serving him as baptized ministers. Our
prayer is that we can continue to serve him
on into eternity, acknowledging him for-
ever as the great Sovereign Ruler of the
universe.



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

She Found a Purpose in Life

JESUS says he knows his sheep. (John 10:14) If a
person has a good heart and a love for peace and
righteousness, that one will be drawn to Jesus'
followers. Such an individual will find a purpose
in life, as did one woman in Belgium. This is her
story:

"When Jehovah's Witnesses knocked on my
door, | was very depressed and thinking of putting
an end to my life. | liked what the Witnesses said
about the solution to the problems of this sick
world but did not like the idea that God had a
part to play. | had stopped going to church eight
years before, as | hated the hypocrisy | saw there.
With the Witnesses, though, | recognized the ring
of truth in what they said and came to realize that,
after all, it is hard to live without God.

"Unhappily, after a few visits, contact with the
Witnesses was lost. | felt miserable. | smoked two
packs of cigarettes a day and even turned to
drugs. Wanting to communicate with my deceased
grandfather, | dabbled in spiritism. How fright-
ened | was when alone at night | experienced
demon attacks as a result! This lasted for months.

Each evening | was terrified at the thought of
being alone.

"Then, one day | went for a walk, taking a route
different from my usual one, and | came to a huge
building site. To my surprise | saw a great crowd
there. Coming closer, | saw it was Jehovah's
Witnesses in the process of constructing a King-
dom Hall. | remembered the visits the Witnesses
had made at my home, and | thought how won-
derful it would be if the whole world could live as
these people did.

"l really wished that the Witnesses would come
back to my home, so | spoke to some of those
working on the hall. | prayed to God, and ten days
later the man who had first contacted me was at
my door. He suggested that we continue the Bible
study, and | gladly agreed. Right away he invited
me to the meetings at the Kingdom Hall. | accept-
ed. Never had | seen such a sight! | had searched
so long for people who loved one another and
were happy. And here they were at last!

"Thereafter | went to all the meetings. After
about three weeks, | stopped the bad habit of
smoking. | threw away my books on astrology and
my records with satanic music, and | could feel
that the demons were losing their grip on me. | put
my life in order according to Jehovah's Bible
standards, and after three months | started preach-
ing the good news. After six months | was bap-
tized. Two days after my baptism, | started aux-
iliary pioneering.

"l thank Jehovah for all the good things he has
done for me. My life has a purpose at last. Yes,
Jehovah's name is a strong tower in which | found
refuge and protection. (Proverbs 18:10) | really
feel as did the psalmist when he wrote Psalm
84:10: A day in your courtyards is better than a
thousand elsewhere! | have chosen to stand at the
threshold in the house of my God rather than to
move around in the tents of wickedness.™

This meekhearted woman found a purpose in
life. So can anyone who searches for Jehovah with
a good heart.

THE WATCHTOWER- JULY 1, 1993 31



MMM

A Beauty
That Does
Not Fade

“BEAUTY vanishes; beauty passes,” observed
the poet Walter De la Mare. This is certainly
the case with the magnificent cactus flowers
depicted here. Their glory quickly fades.

The Christian disciple James wrote: “Like a
flower of the vegetation he [the rich man] will
pass away. For the sun rises with its burning
heat and withers the vegetation, and its flower
drops off and the beauty of its outward ap-
pearance perishes. So, too, the rich man will
fade away in his ways of life.”—James 1
10, 11

In this uncertain world, wealth can indeed
disappear overnight. Furthermore, the rich
man— like everyone else—is ‘short-lived, like
ablossom.” (Job 14:1,2 )Jesus told the parable

f 4.t

of a man who had been busy accumulating
wealth so that he could sit back and take life
easy. But when he thought he had everything
needed for a life of leisure, he died. Jesus
warned: “So it goes with the man that lays up
treasure for himself but is not rich toward
God.”—Luke 12:1621".

“Rich toward God.” What did Jesus mean
by that? A man rich in this way has “treasures
in heaven”—a good name with God. Such
treasure need never fade. (Matthew 6:20; He-
brews 6:10) Instead of being like a flower that
wilts, such a man is compared in the Bible to
a tree, whose foliage does not wither. And,
we are assured, “everything he does will sue-
ceed.”—Psalm 1 :16 3"



