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Can This Meal
Have Meaning
for You?

FULL moon bathes the land in soft light. In an upper
Aroom of a dwelling in age-old Jerusalem, 12 men are

gathered about a table. Eleven pay rapt attention as
their Teacher introduces a highly significant observance and
speaks words of great import. Says one account:

“Jesus [Christ] took a loaf and, after saying a blessing, he
broke it and, giving it to the disciples, he said: Take, eat.
This means my body/ Also, he took a cup and, having
given thanks, he gave it to them, saying: ‘Drink out A
of it, all of you; for this means my “blood of the  “ggj|
covenant,” which is to be poured out in behalf of A
many for forgiveness of sins. But I tell you, 1will m
by no means drink henceforth any of this product =
of the vine until that day when | drink it new with ~ Hpj£|
you in the kingdom of my Father/ Finally, after
singing praises, they went out to the Mount of
Olives.” —Matthew 26:26-30.

This occurred after sundown on the 14th day
of the Jewish month Nisan in the year 33 of our
Common Era. Jesus and his apostles had just ~ ~ 1
celebrated the Passover in commemoration of
Israel’s deliverance from Egyptian bondage in
the 16th century B.C.E. Christ had dismissed Ju-  jBM'wk
das Iscariot, who was about to betray him. Hence,
only Jesus and his 11 loyal apostles were present.

This supper was not a continuation of the Jew-
ish Passover. It was something new that came to
be called the Lord’s Evening Meal. Concerning this
observance, Jesus commanded his followers: “Keep
doing this in remembrance of me.” (Luke 22:19, 20;



Why the Lord’s Evening Meal
Has Meaning for You

ESUS CHRIST instituted the Lord’s

Evening Meal on the last night of his

human life. That was Thursday eve-
ning, March 31, and Jesus died on Friday
afternoon, April 1. Since the days of the
Jewish calendar ran from the evening of
one day to that of the next, the Lord’s
Evening Meal and Jesus’ death both oc-
curred on Nisan 14, 33 C.E.

Why did Jesus institute this meal?
What is the significance of the bread and
the wine he used? Who should partake?
How often should this meal be observed?
And how can it have meaning for you?

Why Instituted?

Regarding the Lord’s Evening Meal, Je-
sus told his apostles: “Keep doing this in
remembrance of me.” According to anoth-
er rendition, he said: “Do this as a memo-
rial of me.” (1 Corinthians 11:24; The New
English Bible) In fact, the Lord’s Evening
Meal is often referred to as the Memorial
of Christ’s death.

Jesus died as an integrity-keeping up-
holder of Jehovah’s sovereignty and thus
proved Satan to be a lying taunter for
charging that upright humans serve God
with selfish motives only. (Job 2:1-5) His
death made God’s heart rejoice.—Prov-
erbs 27:11.

By means of his death as a perfect hu-
man, Jesus also ‘gave his soul a ransom in
exchange for many.” (Matthew 20:28) In
sinning against God, the first man forfeit-
ed perfect human life and its prospects.
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But “God loved the world [of mankind] so
much that he gave his only-begotten Son,
in order that everyone exercising faith in
him might not be destroyed but have ever-
lasting life.” (John 3:16) Yes, “the wages
sin pays is death, but the gift God gives is
everlasting life by Christ Jesus our Lord.”
—Romans 6:23.

“Received From the Lord”

Shedding light on the commemoration
of Christ’s death are the apostle Paul’s
words: “l received from the Lord that
which | also handed on to you, that the
Lord Jesus in the night in which he was
going to be handed over took a loaf and,
after giving thanks, he broke it and said:
‘This means my body which is in your be-
half. Keep doing this in remembrance of
me.” He did likewise respecting the cup
also, after he had the evening meal, say-
ing: ‘This cup means the new covenant by
virtue of my blood. Keep doing this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of
me.” For as often as you eat this loaf and
drink this cup, you keep proclaiming the
death ofthe Lord, until hearrives. ”—1Co-
rinthians 11:23-26.

Since Paul was not present with Jesus
and the 11 apostles on Nisan 14, 33 C.E.,
this information was evidently “received
from the Lord” by inspired revelation. Je-
sus instituted the Memorial “in the night
in which he was going to be handed over”
by Judas to Jewish religious foes, who got
the Romans to impale Christ. Those enti-



tied to partake of the emblematic bread
and wine would do so in remembrance of
him.

Observe It How Often?

What is meant by Paul’s words: “As of-
ten as you eat this loaf and drink this
cup, you keep proclaiming the death of the
Lord, until he arrives”? Faithful anointed
Christians would partake of the Memorial
emblems “often” until they died, later to
be resurrected to heavenly life. Before
God and the world, they would thus often
proclaim their faith in Jehovah’s provi-
sion of Jesus’ sacrifice. For how long?
“Until he arrives,” said Paul, evidently
meaning that these observances would
continue until Jesus’arrival to receive his
anointed followers into heaven by a resur-
rection during his “presence.” (1 Thessa-
lonians 4:14-17) This is in harmony with
Christ’s words to the 11 loyal apostles: “If
I go my way and prepare a place for you,
I am coming again and will receive you
home to myself, that where | am you also
may be.”—John 14:3.

Should Christ’s death be commemo-
rated daily or perhaps weekly? Well, Je-
sus instituted the Lord’s Evening Meal
and was killed on the Passover, which
commemorated Israel’s deliverance from
Egyptian bondage. In fact, he is called
“Christ our passover” because he is the
Lamb sacrificed for Christians. (1 Corin-
thians 5:7) Passover was held only once a
year, on Nisan 14. (Exodus 12:6,14; Levit-
icus 23:5) This suggests that Jesus’death
should be commemorated only as often as
the Passover was—annually, not daily or
weekly.

For several centuries many professed
Christians commemorated Jesus’ death

once a year. Because they did so on Ni-
san 14, they were called Quartodecimans,
meaning “fourteenthers.” Concerning
them, historian J. L. von Mosheim wrote:
“The Christians of Asia Minor were ac-
customed to celebrate this sacred feast,
commemorative of the institution of the
Lord’s supper, and the death of Jesus
Christ, at the same time when the Jews
ate their Paschal lamb, namely on the
evening of the fourteenth day of the first
month [Nisan], . . . They considered the
example of Christ possessing the force of
law.”

Significance of the Emblems

Paul said that Jesus “took a loaf and,
after giving thanks, he broke it.” That
crackerlike loaf baked of flour and water
without leaven (or, yeast) had to be bro-
ken for consumption. In Bible symbolism,
leaven denotes sin or corruption. Urging
Corinthian Christians to expel an immor-
al man from the congregation, Paul said:
“Do you not know that a little leaven fer-
ments the whole lump? Clear away the old
leaven, that you may be a new lump, ac-
cording as you are free from ferment. For,
indeed, Christ our passover has been sac-
rificed. Consequently let us keep the fes-
tival, not with old leaven, neither with
leaven of badness and wickedness, but
with unfermented cakes of sincerity and
truth.” (1 Corinthians 5:6-8) As a bit of
sourdough leavens the whole lump, or
batch, ofbread, so the congregation would
become unclean in God’s eyes if the sin-
ful man’s corrupting influence was not re-
moved. They needed to get the “leaven”
out of their midst, just as the Israelites
could have no leaven in their houses dur-
ing the Festival of Unfermented Cakes
that followed the Passover.
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Regarding the unleavened Memorial
bread, Jesus said: “This means my body
which is in your behalf.” (1 Corinthians
11:24) The bread represents Jesus’ perfect
fleshly body, concerning which Paul wrote:
“When [Jesus] comes into the world he
says: “‘Sacrifice and offering you did not
want, but you prepared a body for me. You
did not approve of whole burnt offerings
and sin offering.” Then I said, “Look! | am
come (in the roll of the book it is written
about me) to do your will, 0 God.”” . . .
By the said ‘will’ we have been sanctified
through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all time.” (Hebrews 10:
5-10) Jesus’ perfect human body was sin-
less and served as a ransom sacrifice for
humankind.—Hebrews 7:26.

After praying over the cup of unadul-
terated red wine, Jesus said: “This cup
means the new covenant by virtue of
my blood.” (1 Corinthians 11:25) Anoth-
er rendition is: “This cup means the new
covenant ratified by my blood.” ( )
Just as the blood of sacrificed bulls and
goats validated the Law covenant between
God and the nation of Israel, so Jesus’
blood poured out in death made valid the
new covenant. Mention of that covenant
helps us to identify legitimate partakers
of Memorial emblems.

Who Should Partake?

Jesus’anointed followers, who are in the
new covenant, rightly partake ofthe Memo-
rial emblems. This covenant is made be-
tween God and spiritual Israel. (Jeremiah
31:31-34; Galatians 6:16) But the new cov-
enant will eventually bring blessings to
all obedient mankind, and you can be
among the recipients of those blessings.

Partakers of Memorial emblems must be
in the personal covenant for the Kingdom
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that Jesus made. When instituting this
meal, Jesus told his loyal apostles: “I make
a covenant with you, just as my Father
has made a covenant with me, for a king-
dom.” (Luke 22:29) The Kingdom cove-
nant made by God with King David point-
ed forward to the coming of Jesus, the one
who would rule forever in the heavenly
Kingdom. The 144,000 spiritual Israelites,
who will share rulership with him, are
depicted as standing on heavenly Mount
Zion with the Lamb, Jesus Christ. Upon
being resurrected, they will rule with
Christ as associate kings and priests.
(2 Samuel 7:11-16; Revelation 7:4; 14:1-4;
20:6) Only those who are in the new cov-
enant and in the personal covenant with
Jesus rightly partake of the emblems of
the Lord’s Evening Meal.

God’s spirit bears witness with the spirit
ofanointed ones that they are His children
and joint heirs with Christ. Wrote Paul:
“The spirit itself bears witness with our
spirit that we are God’s children. If, then,
we are children, we are also heirs: heirs
indeed of God, but joint heirs with Christ,
provided we suffer together that we may
also be glorified together.” (Romans 8:
16, 17) God’s holy spirit, or active force,
creates within anointed ones the assur-
ance that they are destined for heavenly
life. They view as directed to them every-
thing the Scriptures say about heavenly
life and are willing to sacrifice all earth-
ly things, including human life. Although
life in the earthly Paradise would be won-
derful, they do not have that hope. (Luke
23:43) A certain and unchangeable heav-
enly hope not based on false religious
views entitles them to partake of the Me-
morial emblems.

Jehovah would be displeased if a person
represented himself as one called to be a



heavenly king and priest when he had no
such calling. (Romans 9:16; Revelation
22:5) God executed Korah for presump-
tuously seeking the priesthood. (Exodus
28:1; Numbers 16:4-11, 31-35) So, what if
strong emotions or former religious ideas
made a person wrongly partake of the Me-
morial emblems? Then he or she should
stop partaking and humbly pray for God’s
forgiveness.—Psalm 19:13.

How You Are Affected

A person is not required to partake of
the Memorial emblems in order to be cov-
ered by Jesus’ ransom sacrifice and re-
ceive eternal life on earth. For instance,
the Bible gives no indication that God-
fearing people like Abraham, Sarah,
Isaac, Rebekah, Boaz, Ruth, and David
will ever partake of these emblems. But
they and all others desiring unending life
on this globe will have to exercise faith in
God and Christ and in Jehovah’s pro-
vision of Jesus’ ransom sacrifice. (John
3:36; 14:1) The annual observance of
Christ’s death serves as a reminder of
that great sacrifice.

The importance of Jesus’ sacrifice was
shown when the apostle John said: “l am

writing you these things that you may
not commit a sin. And yet, if anyone does
commit a sin, we have a helper with the
Father, Jesus Christ, a righteous one. And
he is a propitiatory sacrifice for our sins,
yet not for ours only but also for the whole
world’s.” (1 John 2:1, 2) Anointed Chris-
tians can say that Jesus “is a propitiatory
sacrifice for [their] sins.” However, he is
also a sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world, making eternal life possible for
obedient mankind in the Paradise earth
now so near at hand!

By being present for the commemora-
tion of Christ’s death, you will benefit
from a thought-provoking Bible discourse.
Youwill be reminded of how much Jehovah
God and Jesus Christ have done for us. It
will be spiritually rewarding to assemble
with those having deep regard for God and
Christand for Jesus’ransom sacrifice. The
occasion may well strengthen your de-
sire to become a recipient of God’s unde-
served kindness, leading to life eternal.
We heartily invite you to meet with Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses after sundown on April 6,
1993, to memorialize the death of Jesus
Christ because the Lord’s Evening Meal
can have great meaning for you.



JEHOVAH'S MERCY
SAVES US FROM DESPAIR

“Show mefavor, 0 God, according toyour loving-kindness. According to the
abundance ofyour mercies wipe out my transgressions. "—PSALM 51:1.

EHOVAH’S law cannot be violated with

impunity. How evident that becomes if

we commit some grievous sin against
God! Though we may have served Jehovah
faithfully for years, violating his law may
cause great anxiety or deep depression. We
may feel that Jehovah has left us and that
we are no longer worthy of serving him. Our
sin may seem like a massive cloud shutting
out the light of God’s favor.

2King David of ancient Israel once found
himself in such a state. How did this situa-
tion develop?

Missteps Can Lead to Gross Sin

3David loved God but took false steps
that led to grave sins. (Compare Galatians
6:1.) This can happen to any imperfect hu-
man, especially if he has authority over oth-
ers. As a prosperous king, David enjoyed
fame and power. Who dared to challenge his
word? Capable men were at his beck and
call, and people eagerly did his bidding. Yet,
David erred by multiplying wives for him-
self and numbering the people.—Deuteron-
omy 17:14-20; 1 Chronicles 21:1.

4During this season of material prosper-
ity, David committed serious sins against
God and man. Why, one sin led to another
like interwoven threads of a fabric designed

1, 2. How can one of Jehovah’s servants be af-
fected by serious sin?
3, 4. What happened to King David during a
season of prosperity?
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by Satan! While fellow Israelites battled
the Ammonites, from his rooftop David
watched Uriah’s beautiful wife, Bath-sheba,
bathe herself. With Uriah at war, the king
had the woman brought to his palace and
committed adultery with her. Imagine his
shock upon learning later that she was
pregnant! David sent for Uriah, hoping that
he would spend the night with Bath-sheba
and would consider the child his own.
Though David got him drunk, Uriah refused
to sleep with her. Now desperate, David sent
the commander Joab secret orders to put
Uriah in the front lines where he would be
sure to die. Uriah was killed in battle, his
widow observed the usual mourning period,
and David married her before people became
aware of her pregnancy.—2 Samuel 11:1-27.

5Through the prophet Nathan, God ex-
posed David’s sins and said: “lI am raising
up against you calamity out of your own
house.” Accordingly, the child born to Bath-
sheba died. (2 Samuel 12:1-23) David’s first-
born son, Amnon, raped his own half sister
Tamar and was murdered by her brother.
(2 Samuel 13:1-33) The king’s son Absalom
tried to usurp the throne and disgraced
his father by cohabiting with David’s con-
cubines. (2 Samuel 15:1-16:22) Civil war
ended in Absalom’s death and in more grief
for David. (2 Samuel 18:1-33) However, Da-

5. What occurred after David sinned with Bath-
sheba, and what effect did his sins have on him?



vid’s sins humbled him and made him aware
of the need to stay close to his compassion-
ate God. If we should err, let us humbly
repent and draw close to Jehovah.—Com-
pare James 4:8.

6David was especially guilty because he
was an Israelite ruler fully aware of Jeho-
vah’s Law. (Deuteronomy 17:18-20) He was
not an Egyptian pharaoh or a Babylonian
king who lacked such knowledge and might
routinely do things disapproved by God.
(Compare Ephesians 2:12; 4:18.) As a mem-
ber of a nation dedicated to Jehovah, David
realized that adultery and murder are gross
sins. (Exodus 20:13, 14) Christians also
know God’s law. Like David, however, some
of them break it because of inherent sin-
fulness, human weakness, and unresisted
temptation. If that should happen to any of
us, we need not remain in a bedarkened
state that obscures our spiritual vision and
shrouds us in deep despair.

Confession Brings Relief

71f guilty of grave transgressions of God’s
law, we may find it difficult to confess our
sins, even to Jehovah. What can happen un-
der those circumstances? In Psalm 32, David
admitted: “When | kept silent [instead of
confessing] my bones wore out through my
groaning all day long. For day and night
your [Jehovah’s] hand was heavy upon me.
My life’s moisture has been changed as
in the dry heat of summer.” (Verses 3, 4)
Trying to conceal his sin and repress a guilty
conscience wore out wayward David. An-
guish reduced his vigor so much that he
was like a drought-stricken tree without
life-giving moisture. In fact, he may well
have experienced ill effects mentally and

6. Why was King David especially guilty?

7, 8. (@) What happened to David when he tried
to conceal his sins? (b) Why confess and leave
one’s sin?
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physically. At any rate, he lost his joy. If any
of us find ourselves in a similar state, what
should we do?

8Confession to God can bring forgiveness
and relief. “My sin | finally confessed to
you, and my error | did not cover,” sang
David. “I said: T shall make confession over
my transgressions to Jehovah.” And you
yourself pardoned the error of my sins.”
(Psalm 32:5) Are you distressed over some
concealed sin? Would it not be best to con-
fess and leave it so as to receive God’s mer-
cy? Why not call the congregation elders
and seek spiritual healing? (Proverbs 28:13;
James 5:13-20) Your repentant spirit will be
acknowledged, and in time your Christian
joy can be restored. “Happy is the one whose
revolt is pardoned, whose sin is covered,”
said David. “Happy is the man to whose ac-
count Jehovah does not put error, and in
whose spirit there is no deceit.”—Psalm 32:
1,2.

9David and Bath-sheba were account-
able to Jehovah God for their wrongdoing.
Though they could have been put to death
for their sins, God had mercy on them. Es-
pecially was he merciful to David because of
the Kingdom covenant. (2 Samuel 7:11-16)
David’s repentant attitude toward his sins
involving Bath-sheba is seen in Psalm 51.
This touching psalm was composed by the
penitent king after the prophet Nathan
awakened his conscience to the enormity
of his transgressions of divine law. It took
courage for Nathan to call David’s sins to
his attention, even as appointed Christian
elders must be courageous in order to do
such things today. Instead of denying the
charge and ordering Nathan’s execution,
the king humbly confessed. (2 Samuel 12:
1-14) Psalm 51 shows what he said to God
in prayer regarding the sordid affair and is

9. When was Psalm 51 composed, and why?
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well suited for prayerful meditation, partic-
ularly if we have erred and yearn for Jeho-
vah’s mercy.

We Are Accountable to God

DDavid did not seek to excuse his sin
but begged: “Show me favor, 0 God, accord-
ing to your loving-kindness. According to
the abundance of your mercies wipe out my
transgressions.” (Psalm 51:1) By trans-
gressing, David had overstepped the bound-
aries of God’s Law. There was hope for his
spiritual recovery, however, if God showed
him favor according to His loving-kindness,
or loyal love. The abundance of God’s past
mercies gave the repentant king a basis for
faith that his Maker would wipe out his
transgressions.

N Through the prophetic shadows of
Atonement Day sacrifices, Jehovah intimat-
ed that he had a way to cleanse repentant
ones from their sin. We now know that his
mercy and forgiveness are extended to us
on the basis of our faith in the ransom sac-
rifice of Jesus Christ. If David, with only
types and shadows of this sacrifice in mind,
could trust in Jehovah’s loving-kindness
and mercies, how much more should God’s
present-day servants exercise faith in the
ransom provided for their salvation!'—Ro-
mans 5:8; Hebrews 10:1.

PIn pleading with God, David added:
“Thoroughly wash me from my error, and
cleanse me even from my sin. For my trans-
gressions | myself know, and my sin is in
front of me constantly.” (Psalm 51:2, 3) To
sin is to miss the mark as regards Jehovah’s
standards. David had certainly done that.
Yet, he was not like a murderer or an adul-

10. How could David experience spiritual recov-
ery?

11. What was suggested by Atonement Day sac-
rifices, and what is required for salvation today?
12. What does it mean to sin, and how did David
feel about his wrongdoing?



terer who is unconcerned about his offense,
merely being distressed over his pun-
ishment or the possibility of contracting a
disease. As a lover of Jehovah, David hated
what was bad. (Psalm 97:10) He was sick of
his sin itself and wanted God to cleanse him
of it completely. David was fully aware of
his transgressions and was deeply sorry
that he had let his sinful desire overpower
him. His sin was before him constantly, for
a God-fearing person’s guilty conscience is
never eased until there is repentance, con-
fession, and Jehovah’s forgiveness.
BAcknowledging his accountability to
Jehovah, David said: “Against you, you
alone, I have sinned, and what is bad in your
eyes | have done, in order that you may
prove to be righteous when you speak, that
you may be in the clear when you judge.”
(Psalm 51:4) David had broken God’s laws,
dishonored the kingly office, and “unques-
tionably treated Jehovah with disrespect,”
exposing Him to reproach. (2 Samuel 12:14;
Exodus 20:13, 14, 17) David’s sinful acts
were offenses also against Israelite society
and members of his family, just as a bap-
tized wrongdoer today causes sadness or
distress in the Christian congregation and
among loved ones. Though the repentant
king knew that he had sinned against such
fellow humans as Uriah, he recognized a
higher responsibility to Jehovah. (Compare
Genesis 39:7-9.) David acknowledged that
the judgment of Jehovah would be righ-
teous. (Romans 3:4) Christians who have
sinned need to have the same viewpoint.

Extenuating Circumstances
MUThough David did not try to justify
himself, he did say: “Look! With error | was

13. Why could David say that he had sinned
against God alone?

14. What extenuating circumstances were cited
by David?

brought forth with birth pains, and in sin
my mother conceived me.” (Psalm 51:5) Da-
vid was brought forth with error, and his
mother experienced birth pains because of
inherited sinfulness. (Genesis 3:16; Romans
5:12) His words do not mean that proper
marital relations, conception, and birth are
sinful, inasmuch as God provided for mar-
riage and childbirth; neither was David re-
ferring to any specific sin of his mother. He
was conceived in sin because his parents
were sinful like all imperfect humans.—Job
14:4.

5If we have sinned, we can cite in prayer
to God any extenuating circumstances that
may have contributed to our wrongdoing.
But let us not turn God’s undeserved kind-
ness into an excuse for loose conduct or use
inherited sinfulness as a smoke screen be-
hind which to hide from responsibility for
our sin. (Jude 3, 4) David accepted respon-
sibility for entertaining unclean thoughts
and yielding to temptation. Let us pray that
we not be abandoned to temptation and
then take action in harmony with such
prayer—Matthew 6:13.

Plea for Cleansing

6 People may appear to be fine individu-
als devoted to God, but he looks beneath the
surface and sees what they are inside. Said
David: “Look! You [Jehovah] have taken de-
light in truthfulness itself in the inward
parts; and in the secret self may you cause
me to know sheer wisdom.” (Psalm 51.6)
David was guilty of falsehood and devious-
ness in maneuvering Uriah’s death and
trying to conceal the facts about Bath-
sheba’s pregnancy. Nevertheless, he knew

15. Though God may take extenuating circum-
stances into consideration, what should we
not do?

16. In what quality does God take delight, and
how should that affect our conduct?
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that God delights in truthfulness and holi-
ness. This should affect our conduct in a
good way, for Jehovah would condemn us if
we were devious. (Proverbs 3:32) David also
realized that if God would ‘cause him to
know sheer wisdom,” as a repentant king,
he would be able to comply with divine stan-
dards the rest of his life.

suffering pangs of conscience over some
wrongdoing, let us have faith that if we
repentantly seek God’s forgiveness, he can
purify and cleanse us on the basis of Jesus’
ransom sacrifice.

Plea for Restoration
18Any Christian who has ever suffered

God’s help in overcoming sinful tendencies,
he further pleaded: “May you purify me
from sin with hyssop, that | may be clean;
may you wash me, that | may become whit-
er even than snow.” (Psalm 51:7) Among
other things, the hyssop plant (perhaps
marjoram, or Origanum maru) figured in
the cleansing ceremony for people formerly
infected with leprosy. (Leviticus 14:2-7) So
it was appropriate that David should pray
to be purified from sin with hyssop. The
idea of purity is also associated with his
plea that Jehovah wash him that he might
become entirely clean, whiter even than
snow that has not gathered soot or other
debris. (Isaiah 1:18) If any of us are now

17. What was the significance of praying to be
purified with hyssop?

How Would You Answer?

O What effect can serious sin have on
one of Jehovah's servants?

O How was David affected when he
tried to conceal his sin?

O Why did David say that he had
sinned against God alone?

O Though God may take extenuating
circumstances into consideration if
we sin, what should we not do?

O What should a Christian do if he
has sinned grievously?
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David’s words: “May you [Jehovah] cause
me to hear exultation and rejoicing, that the
bones that you have crushed may be joy-
ful.” (Psalm 51:8) Before David repented
and confessed his sins, his troubled con-
science made him miserable. He did not
even find pleasure in songs of exultation
and rejoicing presented by fine singers and
skillful musicians. So great was sinful Da-
vid’s agony over God’s disapproval that he
was like a man whose bones had been pain-
fully crushed. He longed for forgiveness,
spiritual recovery, and restoration of the
joy he had previously experienced. A repen-
tant wrongdoer today also needs Jehovah’s
forgiveness so as to regain the joy he had
before he did something imperiling his re-
lationship with God. Restoration of “joy of
holy spirit” to a repentant person shows
that Jehovah has forgiven him and loves
him. (1 Thessalonians 1:6) What comfort
that brings!

ODavid further prayed: “Conceal your
face from my sins, and wipe out even all my
errors.” (Psalm 51:9) Jehovah could not be
expected to look upon sin with approval.
Hence, he was asked to conceal his face from
David’s sins. The king also pleaded that God
wipe out all his errors, blot out all his un-
righteousness. If only Jehovah would do

18. What was David’s condition before he re-
pented and confessed, and how can knowledge of
this be helpful today?

19. How would David feel if God wiped out all his
errors?



that! It would lift David’s spirits, remove
the burden of a troubled conscience, and let
the now repentant king know that he had
been forgiven by his loving God.

What If You Have Sinned?

DPsalm 51 indicates that any of Jeho-
vah’s dedicated servants who have sinned
seriously but who are repentant can con-
fidently ask him to show them favor and
cleanse them from their sin. If you are a
Christian who has erred in such a way, why
not seek our heavenly Father’s forgiveness
in humble prayer? Acknowledge your need

20. What is recommended for any Christian who
has sinned grievously?

for God’s help so as to stand approved be-
fore him, and ask that he restore your for-
mer joy. Repentant Christians can con-
fidently go to Jehovah in prayer with such
requests, for “he will forgive in a large
way.” (Isaiah 55:7; Psalm 103:10-14) Of
course, congregation elders should be called
upon so that they can render needed spiri-
tual assistance.—James 5:13-15.

2lJehovah’s mercy does save his people
from despair. But let us examine repentant
David’s other heartfelt pleas in Psalm 51
Our study will show that Jehovah does not
despise a broken heart.

21. What will we next examine?

Jehovah does not

DESPISE A BROKEN HEART

“The sacrifices to God are a broken spirit; a heart broken and
0 God, you will not despise. "—PSALM 51:17.

EHOVAH can block approach to himself

as with a cloud mass, that prayer may

not pass through.” (Lamentations 3:44)
But he wants his people to have access to
him. Even if one of his worshipers should
err seriously but is repentant, our heavenly
Father remembers the good done by that
person. Hence, the apostle Paul could tell
fellow Christians: “God is not unrighteous
so as to forget your work and the love you
showed for his name.”—Hebrews 6:10.

1. How does Jehovah view his worshipers who
sin seriously but who are repentant?

2Christian elders should also consider
the years of faithful service rendered to
God by fellow believers. This includes sa-
cred service on the part of repentant ones
who have taken a false step or who have
even sinned gravely. Christian shepherds
seek the spiritual welfare of all of those in
the flock of God.—Galatians 6:1, 2.

3 Arepentant wrongdoer needs Jehovah’s

mercy. Yet, more is required. This is made
clear by David’s words at Psalm 51:10-19.

2, 3. What should Christian elders take into
account in dealing with erring fellow believers?
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A Pure Heart Needed

41f a dedicated Christian is in a bad spir-
itual state because of sin, what may he need
besides Jehovah’s mercy and forgiveness?
Well, David pleaded: “Create in me even a
pure heart, 0 God, and put within me a new
spirit, a steadfast one.” (Psalm 51:10) Ap-
parently, David made this request because
he realized that the propensity for gross sin
was still in his heart. We may not have been
involved in the kinds of sin that ensnared
David in connection with Bath-sheba and
Uriah, but we need Jehovah’s help to avoid
yielding to temptation to engage in any
gravely sinful conduct. For that matter, we
may personally need divine help to remove
from our heart such sinful traits as covet-
ousness and hatred—crimes akin to theft
and murder.—Colossians 3:5, 6; 1 John
3:15.

5Jehovah requires that his servants have
“a pure heart,” that is, purity of motive or
intention. Realizing that he had not dis-
played such purity, David prayed that God
cleanse his heart and bring it into harmony
with divine standards. The psalmist also
wanted a new, upright spirit, or mental in-
clination. He needed a spirit that would help
him to resist temptation and stick firmly to
Jehovah’s laws and principles.

Holy Spirit Vital
6When in despair over our mistakes or
wrongdoing, we could feel that God is about
to cast us aside and withdraw from us his
holy spirit, or active force. David felt that
way, for he begged Jehovah: “Do not throw
me away from before your face; and your

4. Why did David pray for a pure heart and a
new spirit?

5. (@) What does it mean to have a pure heart?
(b) What did David desire when he asked for a
new spirit?

6. Why did David beg that Jehovah not take holy
spirit away from him?
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holy spirit 0 do not take away from me.”
(Psalm 51:11) Contrite and humble David
felt that his sins had made him unworthy to
serve Jehovah. To be thrown away from be-
fore God’s face would mean to lose his favor,
comfort, and blessing. If David was to be
restored spiritually, he needed Jehovah’s
holy spirit. With it resting upon him, the
king could prayerfully seek divine direction
S0 as to please Jehovah, could avoid sin, and
could rule with wisdom. Aware of his sins
against the Giver of holy spirit, David fit-
tingly pleaded that Jehovah not take it away
from him.

7What about us? We should pray for holy
spirit and must guard against grieving it by
failing to follow its direction. (Luke 11:13;
Ephesians 4:30) Otherwise, we could lose
the spirit and would be unable to display its
God-given fruitage of love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, faith, mild-
ness, and self-control. Jehovah God would
especially take his holy spirit away from us
if we unrepentantly kept sinning against
him.

Exultation of Salvation

8A repentant sinner who experiences
spiritual restoration can again rejoice in Je-
hovah’s provision of salvation. Yearning for
this, David petitioned God: “Do restore to
me the exultation of salvation by you, and
may you support me even with a willing
spirit.” (Psalm 51:12) How wonderful it was
to exult in the sure hope of salvation by
Jehovah God! (Psalm 3:8) After sinning
against God, David sought a restoration of
the joy of salvation by Him. In later times,
Jehovah provided for salvation by means
of the ransom sacrifice of his Son, Jesus
Christ. If we as God’s dedicated servants sin

7. Why should we pray for holy spirit and guard
against grieving it?

8. If we sin but want to have the joy of salvation,
what do we need to have?



gravely but want to have the joy of salvation
restored to us, we need to have a repentant
attitude so as to avoid sinning against the
holy spirit.—Matthew 12:31, 32; Hebrews 6:
4-6.

9David asked that Jehovah support him
“even with a willing spirit.” Apparently,
this refers, not to God’s willingness to be
helpful or to his holy spirit, but to David’s
impelling mental inclination. David wanted
God to support him by imparting to him a
spirit of willingness to do what was right
and not fall into sin once again. Jehovah
God continuously supports his servants and
raises up those bowed down by various

9. What was David requesting when he asked
God to support him “even with a willing spirit™?

Do you pray for holy spirit
and guard against grieving it?

trials. (Psalm 145:14) How com-
forting it is to realize this, espe-
cially if we have erred but are con-
trite and wish to serve Jehovah
faithfully evermore!

Teach Transgressors What?
DIf God would permit it, David
unselfishly wanted to do some-
thing that would show his appre-
ciation for Jehovah’s mercy and
would help others. With prayerful
sentiments directed to Jehovah,
the repentant king next declared:
“I will teach transgressors your
ways, that sinners themselves
may turn right back to you."
(Psalm 51:13) How could sinful
David teach transgressors of God’s
Law? What might he tell them?
And what good could this accom-
plish?
N When showing Israelite
transgressors Jehovah’s ways in
the hope of turning them from a wicked
path, David could point out how evil sin is,
what repentance means, and how to receive
God’s mercy. Having felt the agony of Jeho-
vah’s disfavor and a guilty conscience, Da-
vid would undoubtedly be a compassionate
instructor of repentant, heartbroken sin-
ners. Of course, he could use his example to
teach others only after he himself had ac-
cepted Jehovah’s standards and received
His forgiveness, for those refusing to sub-
mit to divine requirements have no right to
‘enumerate God’s regulations.”—Psalm 50:
16,17.
10, 11. (a) What could David teach Israelite
transgressors? (b) David could teach sinners
only after doing what himself?
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PRepeating his intentions in another
form, David said: “Deliver me from blood-
guiltiness, 0 God the God of my salvation,
that my tongue may joyfully tell about your
righteousness.” (Psalm 51:14) Bloodguilti-
ness brought with it condemnation to death.
(Genesis 9:5, 6) So knowledge that the God
of his salvation had delivered him from
bloodguiltiness in connection with Uriah
would give David peace of heart and mind.
His tongue could then sing joyfully about
God’s righteousness, not his own. (Eccle-
siastes 7:20; Romans 3:10) David could not
blot out his immorality or bring Uriah back
from the grave, even as a present-day hu-
man cannot restore the chastity of a person
he has seduced or resurrect someone he has
killed. Should we not think about that when
we are tempted? And how much we should
appreciate Jehovah’s mercy shown toward
us in righteousness! In fact, appreciation
should impel us to direct others to this
Fountainhead of righteousness and forgive-
ness.

BNo sinner can have a proper opening of
his lips to praise Jehovah unless God mer-
cifully opens them, as it were, to speak His
truths. David therefore sang: “0 Jehovah,
may you open these lips of mine, that my
own mouth may tell forth your praise.”
(Psalm 51:15) With his conscience relieved
because of God’s forgiveness, David would
be impelled to teach transgressors the ways
of Jehovah, and he could freely extol Him.
All who have been forgiven of their sins as
David was should appreciate Jehovah’s un-
deserved kindness toward them, and they
ought to take advantage of every opportu-
nity to declare God’s truth and ‘tell forth his
praise.’—Psalm 43:3.

12. How did David benefit from knowledge that
God had delivered him from bloodguiltiness?

13. Only under what circumstances can a sinner
have a proper opening of his lips to praise Jeho-
vah?
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Acceptable Sacrifices to God

UDavid had acquired deep insight that
made him say: “For you [Jehovah] do not
take delight in sacrifice—otherwise | would
give it; in whole burnt offering you do not
find pleasure.” (Psalm 51:16) The Law cov-
enant required that animal sacrifices be of-
fered to God. But David’s sins of adultery
and murder, punishable by death, could not
be expiated by such sacrifices. Otherwise,
he would have spared no expense to of-
fer animal sacrifices to Jehovah. Without
heartfelt repentance, sacrifices are value-
less. It would therefore be wrong to think
that we could compensate for continued
wrongdoing by doing some good things.

BHDavid added: “The sacrifices to God are
a broken spirit; a heart broken and crushed,
0 God, you will not despise.” (Psalm 51:17)
In the case of a repentant sinner, acceptable
“sacrifices to God are a broken spirit.” Such
a person does not have a belligerent atti-
tude. The heart of a dedicated person hav-
ing a broken spirit is deeply grieved over his
sin, is humbled because of sensing God’s
disapproval, and is willing to do anything to
regain divine favor. We can offer God noth-
ing of value until we repent of our sins and
give him our hearts in exclusive devotion.
—Nahum 1:2.

16God does not reject a sacrifice such as
a broken and crushed heart. Despite any
difficulty we encounter as his people, there-
fore, let us not yield to despair. If we have
stumbled along life’s pathway in some man-
ner that makes our heart cry out for divine
mercy, all is not lost. Even if we have sinned

14. (a) What sacrifices were required according
to the Law covenant? (b) Why would it be wrong
to think that we can compensate for continued
wrongdoing by doing some good things?

15. What is the attitude of a dedicated person
having a broken spirit?

16. How does God look upon a person who is
heartbroken over his sin?



grievously but are repentant, Jehovah will
not spurn our broken heart. He will forgive
us on the basis of Christ’s ransom sacrifice
and will restore us to His favor. (Isaiah 57:
15; Hebrews 4:16; 1 John 2:1) Like David,
however, our prayers should be for a resto-
ration of divine favor and not for escape
from needed reproof or correction. God for-
gave David, but he also chastened him.
—2 Samuel 12:11-14.

Concern for Pure Worship

I If we have committed some grave sin,

doubtless this will weigh heavily on our
mind, and a contrite heart will move us to
plead for God’s forgiveness. Nevertheless,
let us also pray for others. Though David

17. Besides pleading for God’s forgiveness, what
should sinners do?

Show appreciation for
Jehovah's undeserved kindness
by declaring his truth

looked forward to rendering accept-
able worship to God once again, his
psalm did not selfishly leave others
out of the picture. It includes this
pleato Jehovah: “In your goodwill do
deal well with Zion; may you build
the walls of Jerusalem.”—Psalm
51:18.

B Yes, David looked forward to his

restoration to divine favor. How-
ever, it was also the humble psalm-
ist’s prayer that ‘in goodwill God
would deal well with Zion,” Israel’s
capital city, Jerusalem, where David
had hoped to build God’s temple. Da-
vid’s grave sins had threatened the
entire nation, for all the people could
have suffered because of the king’s
wrongdoing. (Compare 2 Samuel,
chapter 24.) In effect, his sins under-
mined “the walls of Jerusalem,” so that they
now needed to be rebuilt.

O If we have sinned grievously but have

received God’s forgiveness, it would be ap-
propriate to pray that he somehow repair
any damage our conduct has done. We may
have brought reproach on his holy name,
may have undermined the congregation,
and may have brought grief to our family.
Our loving heavenly Father can remove any
reproach brought upon his name, can build
the congregation up by means of his holy
spirit, and can comfort the hearts of our
loved ones who love and serve him. Whether
sin is involved or not, of course, the sancti-
fication of Jehovah’s name and the welfare
18. Why did repentant David pray for Zion?

19. If we have sinned but were forgiven, for
what would it be appropriate to pray?
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of his people should always be our concern.
—Matthew 6:9.

DIf Jehovah rebuilt the walls of Zion,
what else would happen? David sang: “In
that case you [Jehovah] will be delighted
with sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt
sacrifice and whole offering; in that case
bulls will be offered up on your very own
altar.” (Psalm 51:19) David earnestly de-
sired that he and the nation enjoy Jehovah’s
favor so as to be able to worship Him ac-
ceptably. Then God would be delighted with
their burnt sacrifices and whole offerings.
This would be so because these would be
sacrifices of righteousness offered by dedi-
cated, sincere, and repentant people enjoy-
ing God’s favor. Out of gratitude for Jeho-
vah’s mercy, on his altar they would offer
bulls—the best and most expensive sacri-
fices. Today, we honor Jehovah by bringing
him the best of what we have. And our of-
ferings include “the young bulls of our lips,”
sacrifices of praise to our merciful God, Je-
hovah.—Hosea 14:2; Hebrews 13:15.

Jehovah Hears Our Cries

2L David’s heartfelt prayer recorded in
Psalm 51 shows us that we should react to
our sin with a truly repentant spirit. This
psalm also contains pointed lessons for our
benefit. For instance, if we sin but are re-
pentant, we can trust in God’s mercy. How-
ever, let us be concerned primarily about
any reproach we may have brought on Jeho-
vah’s name. (Verses 1-4) Like David, we can
appeal to our heavenly Father for mercy
on the basis of our inherited sinfulness.
(Verse 5) We should be truthful, and we
need to seek wisdom from God. (Verse 6) If
we have sinned, we ought to plead with Je-

20. Under what circumstances would Jehovah be
delighted with Israel’s sacrifices and offerings?
21, 22. Psalm 51 contains what lessons for our
benefit?
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hovah for cleansing, a pure heart, and a
steadfast spirit.—Verses 7-10.

2From Psalm 51 we can also see that
we should never allow ourselves to become
hardened in sin. Ifwe were to do so, Jehovah
would remove from us his holy spirit, or
active force. With God’s spirit upon us,
though, we can successfully teach others his
ways. (Verses 11-13) If we err but repent,
Jehovah will allow us to continue praising
him because he never despises a heart bro-
ken and crushed. (Verses 14-17) This psalm
further shows that our prayers should not
center on ourselves only. Rather, we should
pray for the blessing and spiritual welfare
of all those engaging in the pure worship of
Jehovah.—Verses 18, 19.

23This touching psalm of David should
motivate us to be courageous and optimis-
tic. It helps us to realize that we need not
think that all is lost even if we stumble into
sin. Why? Because if we are repentant, Je-
hovah’s mercy can save us from despair. If
we are contrite and wholly devoted to our
loving heavenly Father, he hears our cry for
mercy. And how comforting it is to know
that Jehovah does not despise a broken
heart!

23. Why should Psalm 51 move us to be coura-
geous and optimistic?

How Would You Answer?

O Why do Christians need a pure
heart and God's holy spirit?

O What can a repentant person teach
transgressors of Jehovah's law?

O How does Jehovah view a heart
broken and crushed?

O What lessons are found in
Psalm 51 ?



Why a Complainer’s Lot
Is Not a Happy One

ULTATION had turned to despair in
E>j<ust a few weeks. The initial jubila-

tion of the Israelites over their new-
found freedom from Egyptian bondage had
degenerated into petty grumbling over
food. During the second month after they
had left Egypt, the disgruntled nation said
they would prefer a slave’s lot to a difficult
life in the wilderness. In the months that
followed, this complaining spirit sapped
their determination to obey Jehovah and
ruined that generation’s prospects of enter-
ing the Promised Land.—Exodus 16:1-3;
Numbers 14:26-30.

Complaining has, of course, never been
limited to one generation or a single people.
Who does not occasionally complain about
work, food, weather, children, neighbors, or
the cost of living? It seems that human im-
perfection lends itself to complaining.—Ro-
mans 5:12; James 3:2.

Why do we complain so readily? Perhaps
we are feeling discouraged, disappointed, or
sick. Complaining may be an outlet for our
frustration, or it could be an indirect way of
saying: “lI would do the job better!” Some-
times complaints are fueled by personali-
ty clashes. Then again, there are genuine
grievances.

Whatever the underlying cause, as the
foregoing example of the Israelites shows,
complaining can be destructive if it per-
sists. A person could become a chronic com-
plainer, even murmuring about Jehovah’s
way of doing things. Why is that so danger-
ous? And how should legitimate complaints
be properly handled?

Legitimate Complaints

If a grievance is not a serious one, the
first question we should ask is, Can | over-
look it in love? True, we may have a valid
cause for complaint against someone, per-
haps even a fellow believer. He may have
treated us unkindly or unjustly. Neverthe-
less, will complaining to others about the
unfair treatment improve matters? How
does the Bible recommend that we react?
Colossians 3:13 says: “Continue putting up
with one another and forgiving one another
freely if anyone has a cause for complaint
against another. Even as Jehovah freely
forgave you, so do you also.” So even when
a complaint may be justified, the Scriptures
recommend a forgiving attitude instead of
a complaining spirit.—Matthew 18:21, 22.

What if the matter is too serious to over-
look? There may be good reason for voic-
ing a complaint. When a valid “cry of
complaint” went up to Jehovah concerning
Sodom and Gomorrah, he took steps to deal
with the disgraceful situation in those deca-
dent cities. (Genesis 18:20, 21) Another le-
gitimate complaint arose soon after Pente-
cost 33 C.E. When food was distributed to
needy widows, partiality was shown toward
the Hebrew-speaking women. Understand-
ably, this caused resentment among the
Greek-speaking widows. Eventually, the
complaint reached the ears of the apostles,
and they quickly organized ateam of respon-
sible men to correct the problem.—Acts 6:
1-6.

Appointed Christian elders today should
likewise not delay in taking necessary steps
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when serious matters are brought to their
attention. Proverbs 21:13 says: “As for any-
one stopping up his ear from the complain-
ing cry of the lowly one, he himself also will
call and not be answered.” Rather than
ignoring a legitimate complaint, elders
should listen sympathetically. On the other
hand, all of us can cooperate by directing
serious complaints to the elders, instead of
reciting them to everyone who will listen.
Nevertheless, most of us would frankly
admit that there are times when human im-
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Even God's miraculous provision of manna
became a cause for complaint

perfection causes us to complain unneces-
sarily. A closer look at the behavior of the
Israelites in the wilderness will help us to
see the danger of allowing an occasional
grumble to escalate into a complaining
spirit.

God’s View of Complainers
The Israelites’ murmuring about food
supplies reveals two inherent dangers in



complaining. First, complaining is conta-
gious. The account says that “the entire
assembly of the sons of Israel began to mur-
mur against Moses and Aaron in the wilder-
ness.” (Exodus 16:2) Likely, a few began to
complain about the shortage of food, and
before long everybody was complaining.

Second, the complainer often exagger-
ates the problem. In this case, the Israelites
asserted that they would be better off in
Egypt, where they could eat as much bread
and meat as they wished. They complained
that they had been led into the wilderness
only to die of hunger.—Exodus 16:3.

Was the situation of those Israelites real-
ly that critical? Possibly their food stocks
were running low, but Jehovah had foreseen
that problem, and in good time he provided
the manna to satisfy their physical needs.
Their exaggerated complaints betrayed a
complete lack of trust in God. While in
Egypt they had justifiably complained about
the harsh conditions. (Exodus 2:23) But
when Jehovah freed them from slavery,
they started complaining about food. That
was unwarranted murmuring. “Your mur-
murings are not against us, but against Je-
hovah,” Moses warned.—Exodus 16:8.

This complaining spirit of the Israelites
manifested itself again and again. Within
a year the manna became a cause of com-
plaint. (Numbers 11:4-6) Soon thereafter a
bad report from 10 of the 12 Israelite spies
unleashed an outcry about the supposed
dangers involved in the conquest of the
Promised Land. The people went so far as
to say: “If only we had died in the land of
Egypt, or if only we had died in this wilder-
ness!” (Numbers 14:2) What a gross lack
of appreciation! Not surprisingly, Jehovah
said to Moses: “How long will this people
treat me without respect, and how long will
they not put faith in me?” (Numbers 14:11)

Those ungrateful complainers were con-
demned to wander in the wilderness for 40
years until that generation passed away.

The apostle Paul reminds us ofthis exam-
pie. He warns fellow Christians never to be
like those Israelites who became murmur-
ers, only to perish in the wilderness. (1 Co-
rinthians 10:10, 11) Clearly, unjustified
murmuring and a spirit of complaint can
undermine our faith and lead to Jehovah’s
displeasure.

Yet, Jehovah is patient with his servants
who may occasionally complain because of
discouraging circumstances. When Elijah
fled to Mount Horeb because of persecution
by wicked Queen Jezebel, he was convinced
that his work as a prophet had come to an
end. He mistakenly assumed that he was
the only worshiper of Jehovah remaining in
the land. To strengthen Elijah’s faith, God
first gave him a demonstrat:on of His divine
power. The prophet was then told that there
were still 7,000 faithful servants of Jehovah
in Israel and that there was much work for
him to do. Consequently, Elijah forgot his
complaints and went forward with renewed
vigor. (1 Kings 19:4, 10-12, 15-18) As Chris-
tian elders exercise discernment, they can
likewise speak consolingly to faithful ones,
helping them to see their role in the out-
working of God’s purpose.—1 Thessalo-
nians 5:14.

Overcoming a Spirit of Complaint

How can a spirit of complaint be over-
come? Well, those who are given proof about
the harm tobacco does to the body have a
powerful incentive to stop smoking. Simi-
larly, understanding why a spirit of com-
plaint is so detrimental can motivate us to
break any habit of complaining.

What benefits result to those who over-
come a complaining spirit? One important
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benefit enjoyed by those who avoid com-
plaining is that they can view matters
Scripturally and more objectively. A com-
plainer rarely stops to think about a prob-
lem from Jehovah's standpoint. The com-
plaining Israelites forgot that Jehovah God
had freed them from bondage and had mi-
raculously parted the waters of the Red Sea
for them. Their negative thinking blinded
them to God’s power and robbed them of
their joy. As a result, their confidence in
Jehovah evaporated.

Furthermore, a person who can make an
objective appraisal of his problems discerns
when his own mistakes have been the root
cause of his difficulties. He is much less like-
ly to make the same error again. Jeremiah
warned his fellow Israelites not to complain
about the hardships they were experiencing
after the destruction of Jerusalem. Their
suffering was a direct result of their own
sins, and that was something they needed
to understand in order to repent and return
to Jehovah. (Lamentations 3:39, 40) Simi-
larly, the disciple Jude censured the “un-
godly men” who rejected Jehovah's direc-
tion and were chronic “complainers about
their lot in life.”—Jude 3, 4, 16.

As wise King Solomon once observed, “a
heart that is joyful does good as a curer, but
a spirit that is stricken makes the bones
dry.” (Proverbs 17:22) A complaining spirit
drains us emotionally and takes away our
joy. It reflects pessimism, not optimism.
But those who learn to think and speak
about 4raiseworthy things' have a joyful
heart, which may even make them feel bet-
ter.—Philippians 4:8.

Doubtless, our lives will be richer if we
notice people's virtues instead of their fail-
ings. We will be uplifted if we make the best
of trying circumstances rather than grum-
ble about our setbacks. Even trials can be a
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cause for joy if we view them as an oppor-
tunity to strengthen our faith and fortify
our endurance.—James 1.2, 3.

It is also important to remember that
when we murmur, we are not harming our-
selves only. By constantly voicing com-
plaints, we may well undermine the faith of
others. The bad report of the ten Israelite
spies caused the whole nation to view the
conquest of the Promised Land as a hopeless
venture. (Numbers 13:25-14:4) On another
occasion, Moses became so downhearted be-
cause of the people's incessant murmuring
that he asked Jehovah to take away his life.
(Numbers 11:4, 13157) On the other hand, if
we talk about matters in an upbuilding way,
we may be able to strengthen the faith of
others and contribute to their joy.—Acts
14:21, 22.

Although we may be tempted to complain
about our workmates, our friends, our fam-
ily, or even the congregation elders, Jeho-
vah wants his people to “have intense love
for one another.” Such love moves us to cov-
er over the errors of others instead of
highlighting their mistakes. (1 Peter 4:8)
Thankfully, Jehovah remembers that we are
mere dust and does not watch our errors.
(Psalm 103:13, 14; 130:3) If all of us tried to
imitate his example, undoubtedly we would
complain a lot less.

When mankind is restored to perfection,
no one will have cause to complain about his
lot in life. Until that time comes, we need to
resist the temptation to complain about oth-
ers or about our own trying circumstances.
To show that we trust in Jehovah and really
love our fellow believers, let us “keep doing
all things free from murmurings.” (Philip-
pians 2:14) This will please Jehovah and will
benefit us greatly. For our own welfare and
that of others, then, let us not forget that a
complainer's lot is not a happy one.



Discovery ofa Different Kind in the

B A H A

IKE stepping-stones across the azure-

blue seas between Florida and Cuba,

the Bahamas received unprecedented
attention by world media in 1992. Why? Be-
cause most authorities consider the Baha-
mas to be the landfall of Christopher Co-
lumbus’ historic voyage in 1492, when he
discovered the Americas. The quincente-
nary, or 500th anniversary, of Columbus’
landing on October 12 captured interna-
tional attention.

Nonetheless, the quincentennial fervor
was not without its detractors. Addressing
the 23rd National Conference of Black Law-
yers, John Carew (a professor of interna-
tional studies) reportedly said that Co-
lumbus “unleashed a tide of death on the
Caribbean.”—The Nassau Guardian.

Today, none of the 250,000 indigenous
population of the Bahamas can trace blood
relation to the peaceful natives Columbus
met and described as a “well-built people,
with handsome bodies and very fine faces.”
What happened to those islanders? A Histo-
ry of the Bahamas answers: “Between 1500
and 1520 the entire population of the Baha-
mas, probably about 20,000 Lucayans, were
carried off” as slaves to work in Spanish
gold mines in Hispaniola.

Thus depopulated, the Bahamas were “re-
discovered” first by the British and later by
large contingents of “loyalists.” The latter
were mainly plantation owners from the
American colonies. Loyal to the British
Crown, they fled the war of independence
then brewing on the continent. Today’s Ba-
hamians are primarily descendants of these

"M A S

settlers and their slaves. Upon being freed,
many of the slaves retained the names of
their former masters.

Discovery of Another Kind

There is little doubt that Columbus saw
himself as a missionary of sorts. He report-
edly said: “God made me the messenger of
the new heaven and the new earth. ... He
showed me where to find it.” Yet, the devas-
tation that resulted proved otherwise. The
righteous ‘new heavens and new earth’
promised by God had to await a discovery of
another kind.—2 Peter 3:13.

In 1926, Edward McKenzie and his wife
arrived in the Bahamas. Unlike discoverers
before them, this humble Jamaican couple
came in search of honesthearted people to
whom they could impart a treasure. They
were the first to bring to the Bahamas the
good news of God’s Kingdom. (Matthew 13:
44; 24:14) Later that year they were joined
by two other Jamaicans, Clarence Walters
and Rachel Gregory. By 1928 there were
seven Kingdom publishers in the Bahamas.
For four years they worked hard in preach-
ing the good news to the islanders.

Then came E. P. Roberts, a dynamic
speaker from Trinidad. His public lectures
in popular meeting halls did much to dispel
false beliefs and touched the hearts of many
with Bible truth. Sitting enthralled in the
audience at one of those meetings was
Donald Oscar Murray, later affectionately
known as D. 0. He eventually took the lead
in the work.

Missionary Nancy Porter well remem-
bers how D. 0. Murray spoke of his fervent
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~ Preaching in the
Straw Market

v Wading ashore to
share the good news

prayers for help in the preaching work.
In 1947, Nancy and her husband, George,
along with two others, became the first mis-
sionaries sent to the Bahamas by the Watch
Tower Society. She recalls: “The first meet-
ing we went to is something | do not think
we will ever forget. There were about nine
or ten present. Brother Murray was chair-
man and opened with a prayer, thanking
Jehovah for the arrival of the missionaries.
Help was needed, he said, and ‘we have
prayed for assistance for so long.” The Soci-
ety had promised to send help, and now we
were here. The prayer was so touching that
it made us feel we wanted to stay and never
wanted to leave.” Now, some 45 years later
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CUBA

and despite the death of her husband, Sis-
ter Porter is still carrying the comforting
Kingdom message to the islanders.

Particularly since 1947 has the Kingdom-
preaching work in the Bahamas benefited
greatly from full-time ministers and others
who have visited the islands by boat. They
often had to navigate the treacherous sand-
banks and rippling shallows and then wade
ashore to take the good news to remote set-
tlements. Those early efforts are bearing
fruit even to this day.

A milestone was reached in 1950. In De-
cember of that year, Nathan H. Knorr, then
president of the Watch Tower Society, and
his secretary, Milton G. Henschel, visited
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the Bahamas for the first time. Knorr ad-
dressed 312 persons packed into the Moth-
er’s Club Hall, a small wooden building on
Jail Alley. Quite a few well-known people
were on hand, including a member of par-
liament and the editor of a daily newspaper.
That night, Brother Knorr announced the
establishment of a branch office of the Soci-
ety in the Bahamas.

Islanders’ Friendly Response
The friendly people of the Bahamas have
generally given the Kingdom message a
hearing ear. Still, it is a challenge to reach
all of them. Why is this so? Well, though
most of the people live in the capital, Nas-
sau, and on neighboring Grand Bahama,

~ The branch office
is situated on a hill
overlooking the
Assembly Hall

others are scattered throughout 15 of the
larger islands and some of the 700 islets and
atolls making up this island group.

Seeing the need, increasing numbers of
local Witnesses and many from elsewhere
have moved into small island communities
to help with the preaching work. Commend-
ably, they have done so at considerable sac-
rifice and expense to themselves. But their
efforts have been amply rewarded.

One young couple moved to the large is-
land of Andros. Preaching from house to
house one day, they met an immigrant from
Haiti. There are thousands of these indi-
viduals in the Bahamas. The man readily
agreed to a home Bible study. One was
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started that very night, using English and
French copies of the book  Can Live For-
ever in Paradise on Earth. The next eve-
ning, he attended his first Christian meet-
ing. Soon, the man gave up smoking, made
rapid progress, and began sharing in the
preaching work.

In the morning of the day that this man
was to be baptized, he received atape record-
ing from his family in Haiti, although he had
not heard from them for five years. What did
they have to say? They recounted how they
had become Jehovah’s Witnesses. They ex-
plained that his sister was already a regular
pioneer, or full-time preacher, and they ex-
horted him to locate the Witnesses and
study the Bible with them. Needless to say,
the man was baptized that day with full
confidence that he was doing the right thing.

Enthusiastic responses such as this have
warmed the hearts of the local Witnesses.
Ever-increasing numbers of them have tak-
en up the work as full-time evangelizers,
and this has contributed to the growth. So
it was that in 1988 the number of Kingdom
proclaimers in the Bahamas reached 1,000.
Today, in 19 congregations, there are about
1,300 Kingdom publishers, on virtually all
the major islands.

Prepared for the Future

Because of their numerical growth, the
Witnesses have had difficulty finding afford-
able facilities large enough for their annual
conventions. Two conventions had to be held
on separate islands to care for the crowd.
Thus, plans were made to build an Assembly
Hall along with a new branch office. Work
was started in December 1989. Hundreds of
international and local volunteers worked
on the project “whole-souled as to Jehovah.”
—~Colossians 3:23.

Without a doubt, the largest and happiest
gathering of Witnesses in the Bahamas to
date took place on the occasion of the dedi-
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cation of the new branch office and Assem-
bly Hall on February 8 and 9, 1992. Eager
anticipation was mounting as the brothers
in all parts of the islands made preparations
for the event. The weather was unusually
cool, and it rained the night before the ded-
ication program. But nothing could dampen
the joy of the jubilant crowd of 2,714 as John
E. Barr, a member of the Governing Body
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, delivered the dedi-
cation address, entitled “The Song of The-
ocracy’s Increase.”

Hearts overflowed with gratitude to the
heavenly Father, Jehovah God, for an occa-
sion of such joy and excitement. Those pres-
ent were all the more resolved to apply their
full energy to the spiritual educational work
that had made the physical expansion nec-
essary.

Whether Columbus’discovery was a turn-
ing point for the betterment of these islands
will probably continue to be debated. Never-
theless, Jehovah’s Witnesses in the Baha-
mas are united in their gratitude to God for
providing Kingdom proclaimers whose spir-
it of self-sacrifice moved them to brave the
unknown and bring the glorious good news
into what had been spiritually uncharted
waters. Their work and “discovery” have re-
suited in spiritual riches beyond compare for
all truth seekers in the Bahamas.
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The Splendor of Gray-Headedness

OW thrilling it would be to speak

with faithful men and women of

old! Just think of talking to men
such as Noah, Abraham, Moses, and John
the Baptizer, as well as to women like Sa-
rah, Rahab, Ruth, and Deborah! Would you
not be enthralled to hear them relate eye-
witness accounts of outstanding events of
times long past?

Even today, would you not enjoy hearing
faithful older ones share experiences about
how they and others kept their integrity to
God under trials, including bans, beatings,
and imprisonment for righteousness’ sake?
Most assuredly! Our love for God and our
esteem for them would grow as they told
us about their feelings and especially their
heartfelt appreciation for Jehovah’s loving
care.

Among God’s people, faithful elderly men
and women have always been respected for
their experience, knowledge, and wisdom.
In fact, the following injunction was includ-
ed in the Law given by God to the Israelites:
“Before gray hair you should rise up, and
you must show consideration for the person
of an old man, and you must be in fear of
your God. | am Jehovah.” (Leviticus 19:32)
The Hebrew word for age or old age comes
from a root meaning “grow gray”and is also
rendered “gray-headedness.” So the Israel-
ites were expected to rise up as a sign of
respect for an older person, doing so in rev-
erential fear of God.

Does that respectful attitude exist today?
For instance, do young people graciously
open doors for the elderly? Do youths or
young adults usually give their place on a

loaded elevator to an older person? Or do
younger individuals generally relinquish
their seat to the elderly on a crowded bus or
train? Failure to do such things has even
been noted among Christians.

To please Jehovah God, however, Chris-
tians must act in harmony with his view-
point and avoid the thinking, speech, and
actions of those who are fovers of them-
selves, disobedient to parents, unthankful,
and without love of goodness.” (2 Timothy
3:157) What, then, does God’s Word say
about youthfulness in relation to gray-
headedness?

The Power of Youth

The Bible recognizes youthful strength
and its advantages, stating: “The beauty of
young men is their power.” (Proverbs 20:
29) In ancient Israel the power of young
Levites was employed at the temple, often
for many of the heavier tasks. Today, much
of the work in factories, in Bethel homes,
and on construction projects of the Watch
Tower Society is done by young men and
women who have offered their strength and
abilities to advance Kingdom interests.
(Matthew 6:33) They thus enjoy fine privi-
leges in God’s service.

The proverb just quoted concludes with
the words, “and the splendor of old men
is their gray-headedness.” When youthful
strength is combined with the experience
and wisdom of years, a very strong combi-
nation is formed.

Toillustrate: Ayoung apprentice carpen-
ter who has been asked to install some pan-
eling seeks to fulfill the assignment with
youthful vigor. An older, more experienced
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carpenter notices that in spite of his
strength, the young helper strikes a nail
several times before it is driven in. The older
workman recommends that the young man
hold the hammer at the end of the handle,
rather than close to its metal head. This
enables the young person to strike the nails
with greater force, saving time and energy.

Similarly, a young, energetic woman may
learn from trial and error that some fabrics
will be ruined if they are not washed accord-
ing to instructions. An experienced woman,
though, knows the value of taking time to
sort the clothes and wash some garments
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Gray-headed Christians
have much to offer
for the benefit of others

separately. She has also
learned that she can
avoid doing some ironing
by folding clothes as she
takes them off the line or
out of the dryer.
Learning from experi-
enced people can make
life easier. Nevertheless,
there comes a time when
even the more experi-
enced person cannot
handle some jobs that
he or she easily accom-
plished a few years earli-
er. One writer aptly ob-
served: “If youth but
knew, and old age only
could.” But how good it
is when older people ap-
predate the strength of
younger ones and pa-
tiently share with them
experience acquired over
the years—and youths
humbly accept sugges-
tions! In this way, both age groups are ben-
efited.

Acquiring Splendor

Mere age is not enough. “It is not those
merely abundant in days that prove wise,
nor those just old that understand judg-
ment,” said the young man Elihu. (Job 32:9;
Ecclesiastes 4:13) To be truly valued be-
cause of gray-headedness, an older person
would have to have done more with his life
than lazily spending his days watching tele-
vision, attending sports events, or other-
wise just having a good time. And even in



later years, the elderly need to continue
learning.

Some people brag about doing things
their way, or they say: “Experience is the
best teacher.” Yet, God’s Word counsels: “A
wise person will listen and take in more
instruction, and a man of understanding
is the one who acquires skillful direction.”
(Proverbs 1.5; compare 1 Corinthians 10:
11.) Experience is not always the best teach-
er, for we can learn from the mistakes of
others without having to make the same
errors ourselves. Moreover, a Christian
would want to keep in mind that “gray-
headedness is a crown of beauty when it is
found in the way of righteousness.” (Prov-
erbs 16:31) A life spent in faithful service
to Jehovah is beautiful from his standpoint
and merits the respect of others as a good
example. Of course, learning about God and
acquiring experience “in the way of righ-
teousness” can start early in life and should
be a never-ending process.—Romans 11
33, 34.

This can be illustrated by an experience
involving a seven-year-old boy in Sweden.
He asked the Theocratic Ministry School
overseer in the congregation if he might
join the school. The overseer asked, “Why?”
At that, the youngster responded: “One
cannot idle one’s whole life away!” (Eccle-
siastes 12:1) What a positive example for
young and old alike!

Honoring Gray-Headedness

A disturbing tendency in modern society
is to put great value on physical fitness and
athletic ability and to look down on the el-
derly. What should be the Christian’s atti-
tude toward the gray-headed ones in the
congregation?

Rather than overlooking elderly Chris-
tians, we should take them into consid-
eration and spend time with them. For

instance, at the weekly meetings of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses in the Kingdom Hall, do
you make a point of greeting the older ones?
They truly appreciate the greetings of the
little ones and others. And how the elderly
enjoy being present at social gatherings
of fellow believers of different age groups!
Though a younger married couple may have
more in common with other married people
of their age group, it would be rewarding to
include older ones at such happy gather-
ings.—1 Thessalonians 3:12; 5:15.

How important it is to be considerate
when talking to the elderly! When an older
brother with 40 years of service to Jehovah
once spoke to another elder about how he
could be used in the congregation, the youn-
ger man said: “You have very little to offer.”
What an unkind remark! The older brother
had less energy than he once had, his share
in the field ministry had diminished some-
what, and some privileges of oversight ap-
parently were beyond his present abilities;
yet, he had much to offer. He had years of
accumulated wisdom and experience in the
way of righteousness. Because such elderly
ones worked hard as Kingdom preachers,
endured persecution, carried heavy loads of
Christian responsibility, and trained oth-
ers, God’s people now enjoy a strong orga-
nization backed up by his spirit. May we,
therefore, show these older ones respect as
wise counselors, loving shepherds, and ef-
fective teachers.

There is also good reason to give serious
consideration to suggestions made by older
people. For example, an experienced brother
suggested that the door of a certain King-
dom Hall not be placed on the west side of
the building. Younger brothers more con-
cerned about the supposed beauty of the
structure did not follow his suggestion. Af-
ter several years, however, the door had to
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be relocated because the constant wind and
rain from the west had caused its deterio-
ration. The practical wisdom of experience
outweighed the aesthetic factors. If younger
individuals honor older ones by listening to
their opinions and practical wisdom, this
may well save time and money. Even if the
older person’s suggestion is not followed, he
can be honored by letting him know that it
was considered, but other factors led to an-
other decision.—Compare Proverbs 1:8.

Look Ahead, Not Back

Some older people take this view: “There
is no time like old times when you and |
were young.” Rather than dwelling on times
gone by, however, such elderly ones can be
encouraged to look ahead to the day when
they will either gain their heavenly reward
or regain youthful vigor under the rule of
God’s Kingdom. Meanwhile, they need to be
aware of their limitations due to age. This
awareness and a keen sense of humor are
invaluable when an older person is appar-
ently overlooked for privileges of service.

For example, an older brother may have
been used regularly on district convention
programs years ago. Now there are many
capable elders and a wider selection of men
with teaching abilities. Though relatively
young, some of these elders have proven
zeal and abilities, can teach well and give
kind exhortation, and are able to encourage
others. (1 Thessalonians 5:12, 13; 1 Timo-
thy 5:17) As a result, an older brother not
appearing on the convention program may
feel overlooked and may not be happy that
the privileges have been given to younger
elders. Yet, that negative feeling stemming
from human imperfection can be surmount-
ed. In fact, all in the congregation can help
by letting older ones know that they are
needed, that they are loved for their faith-
fulness, and that their opinions are valued.
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Of course, an older person needs to re-
member that fellow worshipers must be hon-
ored just as he would like to be honored.
(Matthew 7:12; Romans 12:10) Instead of
feeling put out to pasture and suffering
from a negative viewpoint, older ones should
rejoice over their years of faithful service.
And surely, all of us should be grateful that
as a result of Jehovah’s blessing, there is an
increasing number of qualified overseers to
share the work load and to assume congre-
gation responsibilities as crowds of “other
sheep” flock to the Christian organization.
—John 10:16; Isaiah 60:8, 22; 2 Timothy
2:2.

Because of pain, failing health, or other
factors, gray-headed ones sometimes be-
come irritable. This calls for understanding
and empathy on the part of other members
of the family or congregation. It also re-
quires that the older ones work hard to
maintain a positive attitude, to stay young
in heart and mind. When the younger room-
mate of a member of the Governing Body
of Jehovah’s Witnesses was leaving Bethel
some years ago, the older man asked him to
suggest a good replacement and said that he
would prefer a younger, mature brother to
help him stay young and active. The older
anointed brother was not about to retire or
take it easy, for there was work to be done.
What a fine example of looking ahead and
maintaining a positive outlook!

Unquestionably, “the beauty of young
men is their power, and the splendor of old
men is their gray-headedness.” How won-
derful it is when younger people use their
energies and older ones apply their wisdom
in pursuing the way of righteousness! Old
and young Christians alike experience great
joy as they unitedly promote the true wor-
ship of Jehovah God, “the Ancient of Days.”
—Daniel 7:13.



(Continuedfrom page 32)

and became associated with the Bible Students, as

Jehovah’s Witnesses were then called. He was bap- Frederick
tized on November 30,1913, and the following year W. Franz
he left the university and entered the colporteur in 3191

(pioneer) work. OnJune 1,1920, he became a
member of the Brooklyn Bethel family. Before long,
he was put in charge of the colporteur desk, and in
1926 he was transferred to the editorial department,
where he served most prolifically. In 1945 he became
vice president of the Watch Tower Society and other
associated bodies. Upon the death of then president At the Society's
Nathan H. Knorr in 1977, he became the president Myrtle Avenue
ofthe Watch Tower Society. He served in that capac- factory in 1920
ity until his death. In his lifetime, Brother Franz saw
the number of Witnesses ofJehovah increase from a
few thousand to some four and a halfmillion. He
enjoyed many privileges of service, including speak-
ing at international conventions and visiting branch-
es and missionary homes in many parts of the world,
His life story appeared in the May 1,1987, issue of
The Watchtower.

On Monday evening, December 28,1992, ame-
morial service was held in the Kingdom Hall of
Brooklyn Bethel. A very warm and spiritually up-
building talk was delivered by Brother Albert
D. Schroeder of the Governing Body. Tied in by
telephone were the Bethel families at Watchtower
Farms, Patterson, Mountain Farm, and Kingdom
Farm, as well as the Bethel family at the Canada
branch.

All, especially those who worked closely with
him, will greatly miss Brother Franz. He was under-
standing, encouraging, and patient toward everyone
with whom he served and traveled. Truly, fellow
believers responded to him in the spirit of Hebrews
13:7: “Remember those who are taking the lead
among you, who have spoken the word of
God to you, and as you contemplate how
their conduct turns out imitate their
faith.”

On December 30,1992, Brother
Milton G. Henschel was chosen
as the Society’s fifth president,
to succeed Brother Franz.

With Nathan H. Knorr at »
Yankee Stadium in 1953



Rewarded W ith
“the Crown of Life”

Iwill give you the crown of life.” (Revelation 2:
8,10) Therefore, both sad and joyful is the an”
nouncement here made that Frederick William
Franz, president of the Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society of Pennsylvania and the Watchtower
Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.,as well as
anumber of other theocratic bodies, finished his
earthly course on the morning of December 22,1992.
Itisasad announcement in that it tells of the
passing off the earthly scene ofavery much beloved
and outstandingly faithful servant ofJehovah. Yet, it is
also ajoyful announcement because to our dear Broth-
er Franz now apply the words of Revelation 14:13: “Happy
are the dead who die in union with the Lord from this time
onward. Yes, says the spirit, let them rest from their labors,
for the things they did go right with them.” Brother Franz
was modest and humble, a hardworking and very pro-
ductive minister whom Jehovah God used mightily
asamember of “the faithful and discreet
slave” to assist in providing spiritual food
for the “domestics”and their compan-
ions.—Matthew 24:4547".
Brother Franz was born on Sep”
tember 12,1893, in Covington,
Kentucky. He came in touch with
the truth through an older broth-
er. At that time he was attending
the University of Cincinnati, pre-
paring to become a Presbyterian
minister. Instead, he separated
from the Presbyterian Church



