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Paradise or Garbage Dump
Which Do You Prefer?

ONE would
ave mistaken
im for anything

other than what he was: a
European tourist in need
of rest and eager to enjoy
the sunshine on an island
paradise. Crossing the
spacious sand dunes bor-
dering the seashore, he
carefully picked his way
through a litter of dis-
carded bottles, cans, plas-
tic bags, chewing-gum
and candy wrappers,
newspapers, and maga-
zines. Clearly irritated,
he wondered if this was
the paradise he had trav-
eled to reach.
Have you ever had a
similar experience? Why do people dream
about vacationing in some paradise, but
once they are there, seemingly have no scru-
pies about turning it into a veritable gar-
bage dump?

Not Just in “Paradise”
This obvious disregard for beauty, neat-
ness, and cleanliness is not unique to the
“paradises” to which many tourists flock.

Modern society is severe-
ly blighted by pollution
almost everywhere. Nu-
merous businesses pol-
lute on a grand scale by
creating tons of waste
products. Mishandled
toxic wastes and acciden-
tal oil spills threaten to
ruin large areas of our
earth, making them unfit
for life.

Wars also pollute. As
the world looked on in
horror, the 1991 Persian
Gulf war added a new di-
mension. lragi forces de-
liberately set fire to some
600 oil wells, transform-
ing Kuwait “into an apoc-
alyptic vision of hell,” as

a European newspaper described it. The
German magazine Geo termed the inferno
“the greatest environmental catastrophe
ever inflicted by human hand.”

At war’s end, a clean-up mission was
immediately begun. Just extinguishing the
burning oil wells entailed many months of
hard work. The World Health Organiza-
tion reported that the increased pollution
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in Kuwait might cause the death rate there
to grow by 10 percent.

Less Dangerous but Very Irritating

For every prominent and flagrant exam-
pie of large-scale environmental pollution,
there are thousands of small-scale exam-
pies. Litterbugs and graffiti “artists” may
be less dangerous polluters, but they never-
theless help rob planet Earth of its potential
to be a paradise.

In some places graffiti are so common-
place that citizens have become “graffiti
blind,” hardly noticing them anymore. They
are on subway cars, on the walls of build-
ings, and on telephone booths. No longer are
graffiti confined to the walls of public toi-
lets.

Some cities are full of dilapidated and
deserted buildings. Residential areas are
blemished by untidy homes and yards.
Wrecked cars, discarded machinery, and
junky debris clutter up farmyards that
could otherwise be pleasingly attractive.

In certain circles people seem uncon-
cerned about having unclean and untidy
bodies. Flaunting a disheveled look in dress
and grooming may be not only acceptable

but even fashionable. Those who appreci-
ate neatness and cleanliness are viewed as
hopelessly old-fashioned.

What a Tremendous Job!

What a tremendous clean-up campaign
would be necessary to transform the beach-
es, forests, and mountains of our earthly
home into the paradises pictured on the
covers of glossy tourist magazines—not to
mention what would have to be done to cit-
ies, towns, and farms and to people them-
selves!

The aforementioned tourist was pleased
to see a clean-up crew going through the
area later in the day removing the larger
pieces of debris. They left behind, however,
pieces of broken glass, bottle caps, tin-can
tabs, and too many cigarette butts to count.
So even after a cleanup, there was still
abundant evidence that the landscape was
more closely related to a garbage dump than
to a paradise.

A global cleanup to save planet Earth
from becoming a global garbage dump
would require getting rid of all such ves-
tiges of these blights. Are there any pros-
pects that such a cleanup will take place? If
so, how? Who will carry it out? When?

Rooting Out Pollution
FromHeartand M ind

EHOVAH did not give humans a yearn-
ing for filth or disorder. Their planet
home was designed to be a paradise of
cleanliness, order, and beauty. God did not
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purpose that it degenerate into an un-

sightly garbage dump.—Genesis 2:8, 9.
However, after humans rejected divine

guidance, they began building their own



kind of world order. Without the benefit
of divine wisdom and lacking experience,
they were forced to learn by trial and er-
ror. Secular history confirms the Bible
truth that humans cannot successfully
rule themselves; for thousands of years
“man has dominated man to his injury.”
(Ecclesiastes 8:9; Jeremiah 10:23) The
modern problem of pollution, in all its
forms, is a consequence of human misrule.

Adopting God’s View

People desirous of pleasing God try hard
to live up to the Creator’s standards of
cleanliness. Thus, Jehovah’s Witnesses
were faced with a problem when an interna-
tional convention was scheduled to be held
in Prague, Czechoslovakia, in mid-1991.*
About 75,000 people would be attending,
a crowd that Strahov Stadium could com-
fortably accommodate. But the stadium
had not been used for five years. It had
fallen into disrepair, an unsightly victim of
the elements. Some 1,500 of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses spent over 65,000 hours renovating
and repainting it. By convention time this
clean-up campaign had made the stadium a
worthy place in which to worship the true
God, Jehovah.

What motivates Jehovah’s Witnesses to
be different, while the world in general
shows such little appreciation for cleanli-
ness and order? Appreciation for the Bi-
ble’s counsel that Christians should root
out negative traits, such as selfishness, in-
considerateness, greed, and lack of love.
“Strip off the old personality with its prac-
tices,” the Bible says. Replace it “with the
new personality, which through accurate
knowledge is being made new according to

*For a detailed report on this series of Eastern Eu-
ropean conventions, see Awake! of December 22, 1991.

the image of the One who created it.”
A personality characterized by love for
cleanliness, order, and beauty has no room
for polluting tendencies.—Colossians 3:
9, 10; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Philippians 4:8;
Titus 2:14.

The new personality requires that Chris-
tians be pollution conscious, not wan-
tonly polluting or disobediently ignoring
antipollution laws that governments en-
act. It helps them to avoid adopting the
throw-away, selfish, and lazy attitude that
leads to littering. By promoting respect
for the property of others, it rules out us-
ing graffiti as a way of expression, as in-
nocent fun, or as an alternative art form.
It requires that homes, cars, clothes, and
bodies be kept clean.—Compare James
1:21.

As to people unwilling to put on this new
personality, can fault be found with God
for barring them from life in his coming
Paradise? Hardly. Anyone who still had
polluting tendencies tucked away in his
heart or mind would threaten the restored
paradisaic beauty of planet Earth, much to
the sorrow of those who desire to maintain
it. God’s decision “to bring to ruin those
ruining the earth” is both righteous and
loving.—Revelation 11:18; 21:8.

Active Participation?

Does this mean, however, that Chris-
tians are required to promote antipollution
or clean-up measures?

Pollution is clearly detrimental to health
and public safety. Jehovah has appropriate
concern about such matters, as we can see
from the laws that he gave the Israelites.
(Exodus 21:28-34; Deuteronomy 22:8; 23:
12-14) But at no time did he direct them
to proselytize other peoples on matters of
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public safety; nor were first-century Chris-
tians ever told to do so.

Today, environmental matters can eas-
ily become political issues. In fact, some
political parties have been formed specif-
ically for the purpose of solving environ-
mental problems. A Christian who lets
himself be polarized along political lines
is no longer politically neutral. Jesus laid
down for his disciples the principle: “They
are no part of the world, just as I am no
part of the world.” A Christian who disre-
gards that requirement runs the danger of
becoming aligned with “the rulers of this
system of things, who are to come to noth-
ing.”—John 17:16; 1 Corinthians 2:6.

Jesus did not try to solve all the social
problems of his day; nor did he tell his dis-
ciples to do so. His command to them was:
“Go therefore and make disciples of peo-
pie of all the nations, baptizing them ...,
teaching them to observe all the things |
have commanded you.” He did not com-
mand them about environmental policies.
—Matthew 28:19, 20.

Explaining what should have priority in
a Christian’s life, Christ said: “Keep on,
then, seeking first the kingdom and his
righteousness.” (Matthew 6:33) When Je-
hovah, by means of the Messianic King-
dom, enforces his righteous principles on
a global scale, environmental problems
will be solved permanently and to the sat-
isfaction of all.

Thus, Jehovah’s Witnesses take a bal-
anced position. In view of Romans 13:1-7,
it is mandatory that they conscientiously
obey governmental laws regulating the
environment. In addition, godly love of
neighbor moves them to show respect
for the property of others—public or pri-
vate—by not disfiguring it and by not dis-
carding waste indiscriminately. But they

6 the watchtower— February 15,1993

are clearly not directed to take the lead in
worldly clean-up measures. They rightful-
ly put preaching the message of God’s
Kingdom first, realizing that this is the
way to do the most lasting good.

A Spiritual Cleanup

The ancient lIsraelites were repeatedly
warned of the consequences if they pollut-
ed the earth by shedding blood, by adopt-
ing an immoral life-style, or by showing
disrespect for sacred things. (Numbers 35:
33; Jeremiah 3:1, 2; Malachi 1.7, 8) Signif-
icantly, they were condemned for this
spiritual pollution, not for any physical
pollution of which they may also have been
guilty.*

Itis, therefore, spiritual pollution or un-
cleanness that a Christian today primarily
strives to avoid. This he does by putting on
“the new personality,” which roots out pol-
luting tendencies from heart and mind.
Over four million of Jehovah’s Witnesses
are benefiting from this spiritual cleanup,
achieving within their ranks religious and
moral cleanness, as well as notable physi-
cal cleanness.—Ephesians 4:22-24.

Today is the time for a spiritual clean-up
campaign. A physical clean-up campaign
earth wide will follow in due time and
will save our home from becoming a glob-
al garbage dump by giving it the pollution-
free environment it deserves.—Ecclesias-
tes 3:1.

*The Israelites were acquainted with the process of
smelting. Remains have been found of some of their
copper mines, and copper was smelted to prepare im-
plements for the temple. (Compare 1 Kings 7:14467) It
seems improbable that this smelting procedure could
have been carried on without creating a measure of
pollution in the form of fumes, dross, and slag, with
perhaps other side effects. Yet, Jehovah was apparent-
ly willing to tolerate a small degree of localized un-
cleanness in this sparsely populated and isolated re-
gion.



Rejoice in the Clean Earth Ahead!

OW happy we can be that Jehovah,
a God of order and cleanliness, will
fulfill his original purpose to make

direction of Christ Jesus, humans will be
taught how to root out any remaining caus-
es of physical pollution. Then—not now—is

the earth into a global paradise! (Isaiahnten it will be imperative that all of God’s

6-9) He promises: “My word that goes forth
from my mouth . . . will not return to me
without results, but it will certainly do that
in which | have delighted.” “It is impossi-
ble for God to lie,” so these are not empty
words.—Isaiah 55:11; Hebrews 6:18.

We can be relieved that Jehovah will lov-
ingly intercede before humans have gone to
the point of no return, beyond which point
total ecological breakdown would be un-
avoidable!l—Revelation 11:18.

Jehovah will remove unrepentant, wan-
ton polluters and persons rebelliously ig-
noring his principles of order and cleanli-
ness. No one will be permitted to jeopardize
the restored Paradise.—Proverbs 2:20-22.

During God’s Kingdom rule, under the

Wi ill you be participating in the coming
global cleanup?

servants get actively involved in personal
and collective measures that will contribute
to an unprecedented global cleanup.—Com-
pare Ezekiel 39:8-16.

Survivors of the end of the present wick-
ed system of things will support this phys-
ical clean-up program with the same ded-
ication and enthusiasm with which they
participate in the spiritual clean-up cam-
paign of today.—Psalm 110:3.

A cleansed earth is bound to come, spear-
headed by the greatest clean-up campaign
of all times, accomplished by God’s King-
dom. All traces of pollution will be removed.
Nowhere any graffiti. No more discarded
bottles, cans, plastic bags, chewing-gum
and candy wrappers, newspapers, and mag-
azines to clutter any beach or paradisaic
spot.

Rejoice in the clean earth ahead!



Whatls Wrong W ith the
LOVEOfMONEY?

and Mary managed a supermarket in a poor

can community.* By working hard night and

they made a lot of money. In time Mary could
boast of a large new house filled with luxurious furni-
ture. As for Paul, he was able to drive around in a luxury
car.

One day Paul was approached by a group opposed to
the government. They demanded: “We want your busi-
ness to donate [$100] per month to support our cause.”
Not wanting to take sides in the political struggle, Paul
and Mary courageously refused. Because of their neutral
stand, they were suspected of receiving financial sup-
port from the government. One weekend, while Paul and
Mary were out of town, their shop was looted, and their
car and lovely home were set aflame.

A sad account, indeed, but can we learn from it? Many
who have worked hard to become rich may not have been
struck by a calamity that robbed them of their riches,
yet what about the future? Why does the Bible say that
“those who are determined to be rich fall into temptation
and a snare and many senseless and hurtful desires,
which plunge men into destruction and ruin”?—1 Tim-
othy 6:9.

A Balanced View of Money

According to the Bible, atrue Christian must provide
for the material needs of his or her dependent family
members. Circumstances, such as unemployment or
health problems, can sometimes make this difficult. On
the other hand, a Christian who willfully neglects to
provide for his family “has disowned the faith and is
worse than a person without faith.”—1 Timothy 5:8.

In some rural communities, people live off the land
by growing their own food and raising livestock. Some
make little use of money, obtaining the necessities of life

*Their real names are not used.
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by bartering for goods and ser-
vices. However, the most com-
mon way breadwinners provide
for their families is by engag-
ing in some sort of employment
in return for wages. They use
money earned to buy food and
other items that contribute to
the welfare of their family. In
addition, money wisely saved
can provide a measure of pro-
tection in times of hardship or
calamity. For instance, it may



be used to cover medical ex-
penses or to make vital repairs
to one’s home. That is why the
Bible realistically states that
“money is for a protection” and
that it “meets a response in all
things.”—Ecclesiastes 7:12;
10:19.

Because money accomplishes
so much, there is danger of de-
veloping an unrealistic view of
its power. A Christian needs to
be aware of its limitations in

Bothsides of a coin minted during the

Jewish revolt with the inscription two"

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

comparison with other more important

things. For example, the Bible compares the

value of money with godly wisdom, saying:

“Wisdom is for a protection the same as money is

for a protection; but the advantage of knowledge is

that wisdom itself preserves alive its owners.” (Eccle-

siastes 7:12) In what way does godly wisdom have this
advantage over money?

A Lesson From the Past

Events that took place in Jerusalem in the year
66 C.E. illustrate the advantage of godly wisdom over
money. After repelling the invading Roman armies, the
Jews in Jerusalem apparently believed that business
prospects were now good. Indeed, they began to mint
their own money in celebration of their newfound free-
dom. Their coins were stamped, in Hebrew, with such
expressions as “For the freedom of Zion” and “Jerusalem
the Holy.” Each new year, they struck new coins with
inscriptions that identify them as of “year two,” “year
three,” and “year four.” Archaeologists have unearthed
even a few rare coins with the inscription “year five,”
corresponding to the year 70 C.E. Did Jewish Christians
view the new Jewish money as a valid symbol of lasting
freedom?

No. Because they kept in mind their Master’s words
of wisdom. Jesus had foretold the Roman invasion that
took place in 66 C.E. He had advised his followers that
when it happened, they should ‘withdraw from the
midst of Jerusalem.” (Luke 21:20-22) History testifies
that Jewish Christians did just so. They were evidently
willing to suffer the loss of property, possessions, and
business opportunities because of leaving Jerusalem.
Four years later, the Roman armies returned and laid
siege to the city.

“There was a great deal of gold in the City,” accord-
ing to an eyewitness, the historian Josephus. But vast
amounts of money could not save Jerusalem from fam-
ine, which steadily “grew worse” and “devoured whole
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houses and families.” Some inhabitants
swallowed gold coins and tried to flee the
city. But they were killed by their enemies,
who ripped open their bellies in order to
extract the money. “For the wealthy,” ex-
plains Josephus, “it was just as dangerous
to stay in the City as to leave it; for on the
pretext that he was a deserter many a man
was Killed for the sake of his money.”

In less than six months from the start
of the siege, Jerusalem was destroyed, and
over one million of its inhabitants died from
famine, pestilence, and the sword. The love
of money had blinded many, plunging them
into destruction and ruin, whereas applying
words of wisdom had enabled Jewish Chris-
tians to escape.

That was not the only case in history
when money failed people in a time of crisis.
What a cruel master the love of money can
be!l (Matthew 6:24) Moreover, it can also rob
you of present happiness.

Pleasures Money Cannot Buy

The obsession to become rich can blind a
person to many pleasures that do not re-
quire a lot of money. Consider, for example,
happy family relationships, true friends,
natural wonders, a spectacular sunset, an
impressive thunderstorm, the starry heav-
ens, the antics of animals, or the flowers
and trees in an unspoiled forest.

True, some rich people have more time to
enjoy the above pleasures, but most of them
are extremely busy trying to preserve or
increase their wealth. Strange as it may
sound, happiness often eludes even those
with leisure. This surprises modern re-
searchers. “How are we to account for the
fact that something so eagerly desired by so
many people, and believed in as a kind of
cure-all, when obtained should have a range
of effects varying from the disappointing to
the traumatic?” asks Thomas Wiseman in
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his book
Obsession.

One thing that can rob a rich person of
happiness is the difficulty in knowing who
his real friends are. Rich King Solomon ex-
perienced that “when good things become
many, those eating them certainly become
many.” (Ecclesiastes 5:11) Many rich people
also suffer anxiety in trying to maintain or
increase the value of their wealth. This of-
ten robs them of pleasurable sleep. The Bi-
ble explains: “Sweet is the sleep of the one
serving, regardless of whether it is little or
much that he eats; but the plenty belonging
to the rich one is not permitting him to
sleep.”—Ecclesiastes 5:12.

The love of money can damage relation-
ships between family and friends because it
may tempt someone into acts of dishonesty
and crime. Money lovers often turn to gam-
bling. Sadly, the craving for just one more
gambling experience drives many into debt.
“By the time they come to me,” said a South
African psychiatrist, “[compulsive gam-
biers] are usually beyond the point of re-
turn, they have lost jobs, businesses, homes,
and their families have often left them.”
How true the Bible’s warning: “A man of
faithful acts will get many blessings, but he
that is hastening to gain riches will not re-
main innocent.”—Proverbs 28:20.

“It Makes Wings . . . and Flies Away”

Another reason the love of money is so
dangerous is that human governments have
proved unable to cooperate fully or en-
sure that money retains an internationally
stable value; nor have they been able to
prevent recessions, depressions, and stock-
market crashes. Fraud, theft, and inflation
also underscore the truth of the inspired
words: “Do not toil to gain riches. Cease
from your own understanding. Have you
caused your eyes to glance at it, when it is

TheMoney Motive— A Study of ar



nothing? For without fail it makes wings for
itself like those of an eagle and flies away
toward the heavens.”—Proverbs 23:4, 5.

Inflation. That problem certainly is not
confined to poor countries. Earlier this cen-
tury, galloping inflation struck industrial-
ized nations of central Europe. For example,
before World War |, a German mark was
about equal to a British shilling, a French
franc, or an Italian lira. Ten years later, the
shilling, the franc, and the lira were more
or less equal to 1,000,000,000,000 marks.
What effect does soaring inflation have on
people in wealthy societies? “If what hap-
pened to the defeated Central Powers in the
early 1920s is anything to go by,” states
Adam Fergusson in his book When Money
Dies, “then [monetary collapse] unleashes
such greed, violence, unhappiness, and ha-
tred, largely bred from fear, as no society
can survive uncrippled and unchanged.”

In 1923, Germany revalued its currency
by striking off 12 zeros so that 1,000,000,-
000,000 old marks suddenly became equiv-
alent to one new mark. This move halted
the inflation but had other disastrous con-
sequences. Fergusson explains: “The re-
establishment of monetary sanity, which
bankrupted thousands, robbed millions of
their livelihoods, and killed the hopes of mil-
lions more, indirectly exacted a more terri-
ble price that the whole world had to pay.”
Evidently, the “terrible price” that the au-
thor had in mind was the rise of Nazism and
World War II.

That large bank accounts have failed so
many in the past should come as a sober
warning in these times of worldwide eco-
nomic uncertainty. The Son of God himself
warned that money would fail, which it cer-
tainly has done many times. (Luke 16:9)
But the greatest and most widespread mon-
etary failure will come when Jehovah God

executes judgment upon this wicked world.
“Valuable things will be of no benefit on the
day of fury, but righteousness itself will de-
liver from death.”—Proverbs 11:4.

How important, therefore, that each of
us strives to maintain a righteous standing
with our true Friends, Jehovah God and Je-
sus Christ!

The Source of Lasting Happiness

Paul and Mary, mentioned at the outset,
were Jehovah’s Witnesses. For many years
they shared in the full-time evangelizing
work. However, their desire for riches
caused them to stop attending meetings
of the Christian congregation, and they
stopped sharing their faith in the public
ministry. But they woke up. “Now | can see
how senseless it was to spend all my time
and energy on something that can go up in
smoke in a few minutes,” said Mary after
being robbed and having her home vandal-
ized. Happily, this couple learned a lesson
before it was too late. Yes, the greatest
harm the love of money can cause is that of
robbing a person of an approved relation-
ship with Jehovah God and Jesus Christ.
Without these Friends, what hope can we
have of surviving the end of this wicked
world into the promised new world of righ-
teousness?—Matthew 6:19-21, 31-34; 2 Pe-
ter 3:13.

So regardless of whether you consider
yourself rich or poor, guard against devel-
oping a love of money. Work at attaining
and maintaining the greatest treasure—an
approved standing with Jehovah God. This
you can do by giving constant attention to
the urgent invitation: “The spirit and the
bride keep on saying: ‘Come!” And let any-
one hearing say: ‘Come!” And let anyone
thirsting come; let anyone that wishes take
life’s water free.”—Revelation 22:17.
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“Let marriage be

HONORABLE AMONG ALL”

“Let marriage be honorable among all, and the marriage bed be
without defilement. "—HEBREWS 13:4.

BLLIONS of people, even in this
age of easy divorce, enjoy endur-
,ing marriages. They have found a
formula for success, despite differences of
personality and background. Such mar-
riages are found among Jehovah’s Witness-
es. In most cases these couples will admit
that they have had their ups and downs,
even some causes for complaint against
each other. Yet, they have learned to ride
through minor storms and keep their ship
of marriage on course. What are some of the
factors that have kept them going?—Colos-
sians 3:13.
2Comments made by some whose Chris-
tian marriages have been happy and lasting
are quite revealing. One husband of 16years
said: “Any time a problem has come up,
we've really made an effort to listen to each
other’s point of view.” This highlights one
of the solidifying factors in many marriages
—open, frank communication. A wife, mar-
ried for 31 years, stated: “Holding hands
and doing fun things to keep the romance
between us has always been a priority.” And
that is an additional aspect of communica-
tion. Another couple, married for nearly 40
years, emphasized the importance of retain-

1. What have many people learned about sue-
cessful marriage?

2. (@) What are some positive factors that sus-
tain a marriage? (b) What are some factors that
can subvert a marriage? (See box on page 14.)
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ing a sense of humor, of being able to laugh
at themselves and each other. They also said
that it helped to be able to see the best and
the worst in each other and yet show loyal
love. The husband mentioned willingness to
acknowledge mistakes and then apologize.
Where there is a yielding spirit, the mar-
riage will bend to adjust rather than snap.
—Philippians 2:1-4; 4:5, Kingdom Interim-
ear.

A Changing Climate

30ver the last few decades, all over the
world, perceptions have changed with re-
gard to fidelity in marriage. Some married
people believe that there is nothing wrong
with an affair, a modern euphemism for
adultery, especially if the other partner
knows of and accepts it.

40ne Christian overseer commented
about the situation: “The world has virtual-
ly abandoned any serious attempt to live by
a moral code. Chaste conduct has come to be
viewed as old-fashioned.” Prominent politi-
cal, sports, and entertainment personalities
openly violate the Bible’s standards of mor-
al conduct, and such people continue to be
lionized. There is virtually no stigma at-
tached to any type of moral wrongdoing or
perversion. Chastity and integrity have sel-

3, 4. What changes in attitude have taken place
regarding fidelity in marriage? Can you give
examples?



dom been valued in so-called high society.
Then, on the principle of ‘what is sauce for
the goose is sauce for the gander,’the mass-
es follow that example and condone what
God condemns. It is as Paul expressed it:
“Having come to be past all moral sense,
they gave themselves over to loose conduct
to work uncleanness of every sort with
greediness.”—Ephesians 4:19; Proverbs 17:
15; Romans 1:24-28; 1 Corinthians 5:11.

5 God’s standards have not changed.
is his position that cohabiting without the
benefit of marriage is living in fornication.
Infidelity in marriage is still adultery.* The
apostle Paul stated clearly: “What! Do you
not know that unrighteous persons will not
inherit God’s kingdom? Do not be misled.
Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul-
terers, nor men kept for unnatural purpos-
es, nor men who lie with men... will inherit
God’s kingdom. And yet that is what some
of you were. But you have been washed
clean, but you have been sanctified, but you
have been declared righteous in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ and with the spirit of
our God.”—1 Corinthians 6:9-11.

6An encouraging point in that text is
Paul’s expression, “Yet that is what some of

*“‘Eornication’ in the broad sense, and as used at
Matthew 5:32 and 19:9, evidently refers to a broad
range of unlawful or illicit sex relations outside
marriage. Porneia [the Greek word used in those
texts] involves the grossly immoral use of the geni-
tal organ(s) of at least one human (whether in a
natural or a perverted way); also, there must have
been another party to the immorality—a human of
either sex, or a beast.” (The Watchtower, March 15,
1983, page 30) Adultery: “Voluntary sexual inter-
course between a married person and a partner
other than the lawful husband or wife.”—The Amer-
ican Heritage Dictionary of the English Language.

5. (a) What is God’s position on adultery?
(b) What is covered by the Bible’s use of the
word “fornication”?

6. What encouragement can we find in Paul’s
words at 1 Corinthians 6:9-11?

you were. But you have been washed clean.
Yes, many who in the past ran in the world’s
loose “low sink of debauchery” have come to
their senses, accepted Christ and his sacri-
fice, and been washed clean. They have cho-
sen to please God by leading moral lives and
are happier as a result.—1 Peter 4:3, 4.
70n the other hand, the modern world’s
definition of immorality is so diluted that
it does not match God’s view. A dictio-

It nary defines “immoral” as “contrary to es-

tablished morality.” Today’s “established
morality,” which condones premarital and
extramarital sex as well as homosexuality,
is what the Bible condemns as immorality.
Yes, from the Biblical viewpoint, immoral-
ity is gross infringement of God’s moral
code.—Exodus 20:14, 17; 1 Corinthians
6:18.

Christian Congregation Affected

8Immorality today is so prevalent that
it can even exert pressure on those in the
Christian congregation. It can influence
them through all-pervasive, degrading TV
programs, videos, and pornographic read-
ing material. Although only a small propor-
tion of Christians are affected, it has to be
recognized that the majority of cases of dis-
fellowshipping from the ranks of Jehovah’s
Witnesses for unrepentant conduct unbe-
coming a Christian are related to some form
of sexual immorality. On the positive side,
a large proportion of those disfellowshipped
eventually recognize their errors, resume a
clean way of life, and in time are reinstated
in the congregation.—Compare Luke 15:
11-32.

9 There is no question that Satan is going

7. What conflict exists in the understanding of
“immorality,” and what is the Bible’s viewpoint?
8. How can immorality affect those in the Chris-
tian congregation?

9. How does Satan manipulate the unwary?
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Common Factors in Lasting Marriages

0O Firm adherence to Bible principles

O Both mates have a strong relationship
with Jehovah

O Husband respects his wife, her feelings
and her opinions

O Good communication on a daily basis

O Seek to please each other

N egative Factors That

Selfishness and obstinacy
Failing to do things together
Poor communication

Lack of adequate consultation
between the spouses

Poor money management

OooOoo0oao

O

about like a roaring lion, ready to devour
the unwary. His machinations, or “crafty
acts,” are ensnaring unwary Christians
every year. The ever-present spirit of his
world is selfish, hedonistic, and wanton. It
panders to the flesh. It rejects self-control.
—Ephesians 2:1, 2; 6:11, 12, footnote; 1 Pe-
ter 5:8.

10who in the congregation can be ex-
posed to the temptations of immorality?
Most Christians, whether they be elders in
a local congregation, traveling overseers,
Bethelites, pioneers preaching many hours
each month, busy parents raising a family,
or young people facing peer pressure. Flesh-
ly temptation is common to all. Sexual
chemistry can be triggered when it is least
expected. Thus Paul could write: “Let him
that thinks he is standing beware that he
does not fall. No temptation has taken you
except what is common to men [and worn-
en].” It is regrettable, but some Christians

10. Who are subject to temptation, and why?
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O A sense of humor; able to laugh at
oneself

O Freely admit faults; freely forgive

O Keep the romance alive

O Be united in the raising and disciplining
of children

O Regularly uniting in prayer to Jehovah

Undermine Marriage

O Differences of criteria in dealing with
children and/or stepchildren

O Husband working late or neglecting
family for other duties

0O Failure to care for family's spiritual
needs

in positions of responsibility have sue-
cumbed to this lure of immorality.—1 Co-
rinthians 10:12, 13.

Drawn Out and Enticed

N What are the temptations and situ-
ations that have led some to the foolish
course of adultery and fornication? They
are many and complex and may vary from
one country or culture to another. However,
there are certain basic situations that sur-
face in many countries. For example, it is
reported that some have organized parties
where alcoholic drinks were freely available.
Others have loved worldly suggestive music
and provocative dancing. In some areas of
Africa, there are wealthy men—unbeliev-
ers—who have concubines; some women
have been tempted to seek economic securi-
ty in such a situation even though it in-
volves immorality. In other areas Christian

11-13. What are some situations that have led to
immorality?



Keeping marriage honorable
brings lasting happiness

husbands have left their fam-
ilies to earn a living in the
mines or elsewhere. Then their
loyalty and fidelity are tested
to a degree or in ways that
would not have been experi-
enced back home.

21In developed countries
some have fallen into Satan’s
trap by often being with a
member of the opposite sex and
without a third person present
—such as regularly being in
the confined intimacy of a car
for driving lessons.* Elders do-
ing shepherding calls also need
to exercise caution so as not to
be alone with a sister when counseling
her. Conversations can become emotional-
ly charged and result in an embarrassing
situation for both parties.—Compare Mark
6:7; Acts 15:40.

BThe aforementioned circumstances
have led some Christians to lower their
guard and commit immoral acts. Even as
happened in the first century, they have al-
lowed themselves to be ‘tried and drawn out
by their own fleshly desires,” which has led
to sin.—James 1:14, 15; 1 Corinthians 5:1;
Galatians 5:19-21.

KA careful consideration of disfellow-
shippings shows that immoral acts have
certain underlying factors in common. In
such cases there is some form of selfishness.
Why do we say that? Because in cases of

* Obviously, there would be proper occasions when
a brother would provide transport for a sister, and
such situations should not be misconstrued.

14. Why is selfishness an underlying factor in
cases of adultery?

adultery, some innocent person or persons
are going to get hurt. It may be the legal
spouse. It will certainly be the children, if
there are any, for if adultery results in di-
vorce, the children, who desire the securi-
ty of a united family, may pay the highest
price. The adulterer is primarily thinking
of his or her own pleasure and advantage.
That is selfishness.—Philippians 2:14".

5 Usually adultery is not a sudden act of

weakness. There has been a gradual, even
imperceptible, deterioration in the mar-
riage itself. Perhaps communication has be-
come routine or sterile. There may have
been little mutual encouragement. Each
may have taken the other for granted. The
spouses may not have been satisfying each
other sexually for some time. Certainly
when adultery occurs, there has also been a
diminishing relationship with God. Jehovah
is no longer clearly perceived as a living God

15. What may have been some causes leading to
adultery?
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who is conscious of all our thoughts and
deeds. It may even be that in the mind of
the adulterer, “God” becomes a mere word,
an abstract entity who is not part of daily
life. Then it becomes easier to sin against
God.—Psalm 51:3, 4; 1 Corinthians 7:3-5;
Hebrews 4:13; 11:27.

The Key to Resistance

BI1f any Christian should find himself or
herself being tempted into the pathway of
unfaithfulness, what factors should be tak-
en into account? First of all, thought should
be given to the meaning of Christian love,
solidly based on Bible principles. Never
should physical or erotic love be allowed to
take over and precipitate a fall into selfish-
ness, bringing suffering to others. Rather,
the situation should be regarded from Jeho-
vah’s viewpoint. It should be viewed in the
greater context of the congregation and the
dishonor that bad conduct would bring on it
and on Jehovah’s name. (Psalm 101:3) Di-
saster may be avoided by getting the mind
of Christ on the matter and then acting
accordingly. Remember, unselfish Christ-
like love never fails.—Proverbs 6:32, 33;
Matthew 22:37-40; 1 Corinthians 13:5, 8.

I7A key to resistance is to fortify one’s
faith and vision of the hope ahead. This
means keeping uppermost in the heart out-
standing examples of integrity that faithful
men and women of old, and Jesus himself,
have left. Paul wrote: “So, then, because we
have so great a cloud of witnesses surround-
ing us, let us also put off every weight and
the sin that easily entangles us, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set be-
fore us, as we look intently at the Chief
Agent and Perfecter of our faith, Jesus. For
the joy that was set before him he endured

16. How can a Christian resist the temptation to
be unfaithful?

17. What upbuilding examples of faithfulness do
we have?
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a torture stake, despising shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God. Indeed, consider closely the one who
has endured such contrary talk by sinners
against their own interests, that you may
not get tired and give out in your souls.”
(Hebrews 12:1-3) Rather than scuttle the
ship of marriage, the wise person will think
of ways to repair any damage in order
to recover it, thus avoiding the pitfall of
treachery and duplicity.—Job 24:15.

B Is treachery, which is treason, too

strong a word regarding immorality? Trea-
son is the betrayal of a trust or a confidence.
Surely the marriage vow involves trust and
a promise to love and cherish, through thick
and thin, through good times and bad. It
involves something that many consider out-
dated for the times in which we live—one’s
word of honor expressed in the marriage
vow. To betray that trust is to commit a
form of treason against one’s spouse. God’s
view of vows is clearly stated in the Bible:
“Whenever you vow a vow to God, do not
hesitate to pay it, for there is no delight in
the stupid ones. What you vow, pay.”—Ec-
clesiastes 5:4.

18. (a) Why is treachery not too strong a word
to describe adultery? (b) How does God view the
paying of vows?

Do You Remember?

O What are some factors that help to
strengthen a marriage?

O Why should we shun the world's
view of morality?

O What are some temptations and sit-
uations that can lead to immorality?

O What is the principal key to resist-
ing sin?

O How does God help us in times of
temptation?



1 Let there be no doubt about it. Just as you be tempted beyond what you can bear,

there is great rejoicing in heaven over the
salvation of one sinner, so there is great
rejoicing on earth among Satan’s hordes,
visible and invisible, when one of Jehovah’s
Witnesses fails to keep his or her integrity.
—Luke 15:7; Revelation 12:12.

Temptations Common to All
20Is immorality inevitable in some cas-
es? Are the flesh and Satan so strong that
Christians cannot resist and keep their in-
tegrity? Paul gives encouragement in these
words: “God is faithful, and he will not let

19. In contrast with what does Satan rejoice
when a Witness fails?

20. How can we resist temptation? (2 Peter 2:
9, 10)

but along with the temptation he will also
make the way out in order for you to be able
to endure it.” In today’s world we may not
avoid temptation altogether, but by turning
to God in prayer, we can certainly endure
and overcome any temptation.—1 Corinthi-
ans 10:13.

2lWhat does God offer us to help us to
endure temptations and come out victori-
ous? What do we individually need in order
to protect our marriages, our families, as
well as the reputation of Jehovah’s name
and that of the congregation? Our next ar-
tide will treat those questions.

21. What questions will be answered in our next
study?

Cultivating the new

PERSONALITY IN MARRIAGE

“You should be made new in theforce actuatingyour mind,
and should put on the new personality. —EPHESIANS 4:23, 24.

ARRIAGE is one of the most seri-

ous steps that one takes in life, so

it should never be taken lightly.
Why is that? Because it requires a lifelong
commitment to another person. It means a
sharing of one’s entire life with that per-
son. Mature judgment is needed if that
commitment is to be sound. It also de-
mands a positive influence ‘actuating the
mind and so shaping the new personality.’

1. Why is marriage not to be taken lightly?

—Ephesians 4:23, 24; compare Genesis 24:
10-58; Matthew 19:5, 6.

2There is good reason not to rush into
marriage, swept along by the powerful de-
sire of the flesh. Time is needed for the
adult personality and character to devel-
op. With time also comes experience and
knowledge that can serve as a founda-
tion for sound judgment. Then, choosing
2, 3. (a) What is needed to choose a marriage
partner wisely? (b) What is involved in a mar-
riage?
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Do we live by
the congregation and harsh at home?

a compatible life partner may have a great-
er degree of success. A Spanish proverb
states it plainly: “Better to walk single
than be badly married.”—Proverbs 21:9;
Ecclesiastes 5:2.

3Choosing the right partner is obviously
fundamental to a successful marriage. For
that the Christian must bring Biblical
guidelines to bear, not being guided just
by physical attraction and undue emotional
and romantic pressures. Marriage is much
more than the joining together of two
bodies. It is the joining together of two
personalities, two family and educational
backgrounds, possibly two cultures and
languages. The uniting of two persons in
marriage certainly calls for proper use of
the tongue; with the power of speech, we
either tear down or build up. From all of
this, we also see the wisdom of Paul’s coun-
sel to ‘marry only in the Lord,” that is, a

18 THE WATCHTOWER- FEBRUARY 15, 1993

adouble standard— kind in

fellow believer.—1 Corinthians 7:39; Gene-
Sis 24:147; Proverbs 12:18; 16:24.

Facing the Stresses of Marriage

4Even with a good foundation, there will
be times of friction, pressure, and tension.
These are normal for any person, whether
married or not. Economic and health prob-
lems can cause stress in any relationship.
Changes of mood can lead to personality
clashes in the best of marriages. Another
factor is that no one has perfect control of
the tongue, as James stated: “We all stum-

4. Why do friction and tension sometimes arise
in marriage?



ble many times. If anyone does not stumble
in word, this one is a perfect man, able to
bridle also his whole body. . . . The tongue
is a little member and yet makes great
brags. Look! How little a fire it takes to set
so great a woodland on fire!”—James 3:2, 5.

5When pressures arise in marriage, how
can we control the situation? How can we
prevent a misunderstanding from develop-
ing into a quarrel and a quarrel into a rup-
tured relationship? This is where the force
actuating the mind comes into play. This
motivating spirit can be either positive or
negative, upbuilding and spiritually in-
dined or degrading, ruled by fleshly inch-
nations. If it is upbuilding, the individual
will act to heal the breach, to keep his or her
marriage on course. Arguments and dis-
agreements should not end a marriage. The
air can be cleared and mutual respect and
understanding restored by applying Bible
counsel.—Romans 14:19; Ephesians 4:23,
26, 27.

6Under these circumstances Paul’s words
are very appropriate: “Accordingly, as God’s
chosen ones, holy and loved, clothe your-
selves with the tender affections of compas-
sion, kindness, lowliness of mind, mildness,
and long-suffering. Continue putting up
with one another and forgiving one another
freely if anyone has a cause for complaint
against another. Even as Jehovah freely for-
gave you, so do you also. But, besides all
these things, clothe yourselves with love, for
itis a perfect bond of union.”—Colossians 3:
12-14.

7That text is easy to read, but under the
pressure of modern life, it is not always so

5, 6. (@) What is needed when misunderstand-
ings arise? (b) What action may need to be taken
to heal a breach?

7. What problem may some have in their mar-
riage?

easy to apply. What may be a basic prob-
lem? Sometimes, without realizing it, a
Christian may live by a double standard. At
the Kingdom Hall, he is among brothers,
and he acts with kindness and consider-
ation. Then, back home, in the domestic
routine, he might tend to forget his spiri-
tual relationship. There it is just man and
wife, “him” and “her.” And under stress he
(or she) might end up saying unkind things
that would never be uttered in a Kingdom
Hall. What has happened? Momentarily,
Christianity has evaporated. A servant of
God has forgotten that he (or she) is still a
Christian brother (or sister) at home. The
force actuating the mind has become nega-
tive instead of positive.—James 1:22-25.

8What is the result? The husband may
cease to ‘dwell with his wife according to
knowledge, assigning her honor as to a
weaker vessel, the feminine one.” The wife
may no longer respect her husband; her
“quiet and mild spirit” is lost. The force
actuating the mind has become physical in-
stead of spiritual. A “fleshly frame of mind”
has taken over. So, what can be done to
keep that motivating force spiritual and
positive? We must fortify our spirituality.
—1 Peter 3:1-4, 7; Colossians 2:18.

Strengthen the Force

9The motivating force is the mental in-
clination that comes into play when we
have to make decisions and choices. Life
presents a constant series of options—good
or bad, selfish or unselfish, moral or immor-
al. What will help us to make right deci-
sions? The force actuating the mind if it
is centered on doing Jehovah’s will. The
psalmist prayed: “Instruct me, 0 Jehovah,
8. What can result when the force actuating the
mind is negative?
9. What choices do we have to make in daily life?
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in the way of your regulations, that | may
observe it down to the last.”—Psalm 119:
33; Ezekiel 18:31; Romans 12:2.

10A strong relationship with Jehovah
will help us to please him and turn away
from what is bad, including infidelity in
marriage. lIsrael was encouraged to “do
what is good and right in the eyes of Jeho-
vah [their] God.” But God also counseled:
“0 you lovers of Jehovah, hate what is bad.”
In view of the seventh of the Ten Com-
mandments: “You must not commit adul-
tery,” Israelites had to hate adultery. That
commandment showed God’s strict view of
faithfulness in marriage.—Deuteronomy
12:28; Psalm 97:10; Exodus 20:14; Leviti-
cus 20:10.

N How can we further strengthen the
force that actuates the mind? By appreci-
ating spiritual activities and values. That
means we must fulfill the need to study
God’s Word regularly and learn to delight
in discussing together Jehovah’s thoughts
and counsel. Our heartfelt sentiments
should be like those of the psalmist: “With
my whole heart | have searched for you. Do
not cause me to go astray from your com-
mandments. In my heart | have treasured
up your saying, in order that I may not sin
against you. Instruct me, 0 Jehovah, in the
way of your regulations, that | may observe
it down to the last. Make me understand,
that I may observe your law and that | may
keep it with the whole heart.”—Psalm 119:
10, 11, 33, 34.

R2This kind of appreciation for Jehovah’s
righteous principles is maintained not only
by studying the Bible but also by sharing

10. How can we strengthen in a positive way the
force actuating the mind?

11. How can we further fortify the force actuat-
ing our minds?

12. What things can unite us in reflecting the
mind of Christ?
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regularly in Christian meetings and by en-
gaging in the Christian ministry together.
These two powerful influences can con-
stantly strengthen the force actuating our
minds so that our unselfish way of life will
always reflect the mind of Christ.—Ro-
mans 15:5; 1 Corinthians 2:16.

BAnother factor is what Paul highlights
in his letter to the Ephesians: “With every
form of prayer and supplication . . . car-
ry on prayer on every occasion in spirit.”
(Ephesians 6:18) Husbands and wives need
to pray together. Often those prayers open
the heart and lead to frank conversations
that repair any breach. In times of test
and temptation, we need to turn to God
in prayer, asking for help, for spiritual
strength to do what is in agreement with
the mind of Christ. Even the perfect Jesus
turned to his Father in prayer on many
occasions, asking for strength. His prayers
were heartfelt and intense. Likewise to-
day, in times of temptation, we can find
strength to make the right decision by call-
ing upon Jehovah to help us to resist the
desire to give in to the flesh and betray a
marriage vow.—Psalm 119:101, 102.

13. (a) Why is prayer a valuable factor in
strengthening the force actuating the mind?
(b) What example did Jesus set in this respect?
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Contrasting Examples of Conduct

MUHow can we face temptation? In this
respect we have a clear distinction between
the courses taken by Joseph and by David.
When Potiphar’s wife persistently tried to
seduce handsome Joseph, who evidently
was single at the time, he finally answered
her by saying: “There is no one greater in
this house than | am, and [your husband]
has not withheld from me anything at all
except you, because you are his wife. So
how could | commit this great badness and
actually sin against God?”—Genesis 39:
6-9.

BWhat helped Joseph to take the right
course when it would have been so easy to
succumb? He had a powerful force actuat-
ing his mind. He was very conscious of his
relationship with Jehovah. He knew that
committing fornication with this infatuat-
ed woman would actually be a sin not only
against her husband but, more important,
against God.—Genesis 39:12.

BIn contrast, what happened to David?
He was a married man, with several wives
as permitted by the Law. One evening he
observed from his palace a woman bath-
ing. It was the beautiful Bath-sheba, wife
of Uriah. David clearly had a choice of ac-
tion—to continue watching while lust rose
in his heart or to turn away and reject the
temptation. What did he choose to do? He
had her brought to his palace, and he com-
mitted adultery with her. Even worse, he
went on to cause her husband’s death.
—2 Samuel 11:2-4, 12-27.

I7What was David’s problem? From his
later contrite confession in Psalm 51, we

14, 15. (a) How did Joseph react to temptation?
(b) What helped Joseph to resist temptation?
16. How did David react to a temptation?

17. What can we deduce about David’s spiritual
state?

can deduce some facts. He said: “Create in
me even a pure heart, 0 God, and put with-
in me a new spirit, a steadfast one.” It is
evident that on the occasion of his tempta-
tion, he did not have a pure and steadfast
spirit. Perhaps he had neglected his read-
ing of Jehovah’s Law, and as a result, his
spirituality weakened. Or he may have al-
lowed his position and power as King to cor-
rupt his thinking so that he fell prey to
lustful desire. Certainly, the force actuat-
ing his mind at that time was selfish and
sinful. Thus, he came to recognize his need
for “a new spirit, a steadfast one.”—Psalm
51:10; Deuteronomy 17:18-20.

1BSome Christian marriages have been
ruined because one or both of the partners
allowed themselves to fall into a state of
spiritual weakness similar to King David’s.
His example should warn us against contin-
ually looking at another woman, or man,
with passion, for adultery may finally en-
sue. Jesus showed that he understood hu-
man emotions in this regard, for he said:
“You heard that it was said, “You must not
commit adultery.” But | say to you that
everyone that keeps on looking at a woman
so as to have a passion for her has already
committed adultery with her in his heart.”
In such a case, the force actuating the mind
is selfish and carnal, not spiritual. What,
then, can Christians do to avoid adultery
and keep their marriages happy and satis-
fying?—Matthew 5:27, 28.

Strengthen the Marriage Bond
BKing Solomon wrote: “If somebody
could overpower one alone, two togeth-
er could make a stand against him. And
a threefold cord cannot quickly be torn
in two.” Certainly, two in a harmonious

18. What counsel did Jesus give about adultery?
19. How can a marriage be strengthened?
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marriage can stand together in adversity
better than one. But if their bond is like a
threefold cord by having God in it, the mar-
riage will be solid. And how can God be in
a marriage? By the couple’s applying his
principles and counsel for marriage.—Ec-
clesiastes 4:12.

D Surely, if a husband applies the coun-
sel of the following texts, his marriage will
have a better basis for success:

“You husbands, continue dwelling in like
manner with them according to knowledge,
assigning them honor as to a weaker vessel,
the feminine one, since you are also heirs
with them of the undeserved favor of life, in
order for your prayers not to be hindered.”
—1 Peter 3:7.

‘Husbands, continue loving your wives,
just as the Christ also loved the congrega-
tion and delivered up himselffor it. In this
way husbands ought to be loving their wives
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife
loves himself.”—Ephesians 5:25, 28.

‘Her [husband] rises up, and he praises
her. There are many daughters that have
shown capableness, but you—you have as-
cended above them all.”—Proverbs 31
28, 29.

“Can a man walk upon the coals and his
feet themselves not be scorched? Likewise
with anyone having relations with the wife
of his fellowman, no one touching her will
remain unpunishable. Anyone committing
adultery ...is bringing his own soul to ruin.”
—Proverbs 6:28, 29, 32.

21 1f a wife pays attention to the following
Bible tenets, it will contribute to the per-
manence of her marriage:

“You wives, be in subjection to your own
husbands, in order that, if any are not obe-
dient to the word, they may be won without

20. What Bible counsel can help a husband?
21. What Bible counsel can help a wife?
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a wordthrough the conduct of their
because of having been eyewitnesses ofyour
chaste conduct together with deep respect
[and ofyour] quiet and mild spirit.”—1 Pe-
ter 3:1-4.

“Let the husband render to his wife her
[sexual] due; but let the wife also do likewise
to her husband.. ..Do not be depriving each
other of it, except by mutual consent for an
appointed time.”—1 Corinthians 7:3-5.

2The Bible also shows that love, kind-
ness, compassion, patience, understand-
ing, encouragement, and praise are other
essential facets of the jewel of marriage. A
marriage without them is like a plant with-
out sunshine and water—it seldom blooms.
So let the force actuating our minds impel
us to encourage and refresh each other
in our marriage. Remember that Jehovah
‘hates a divorcing.” If Christian love is be-
ing practiced, there should be no room
for adultery and collapse of the marriage.
Why? “Because love never fails.”—Mala-
chi 2:16; 1 Corinthians 13:4-8; Ephesians
5:3-5.

22. (a) What other factors can affect a marriage
for good? (b) How does Jehovah view divorce?

Can You Explain?
O What is fundamental to a happy
marriage?
0O How can the force actuating the
mind affect a marriage?

O What can we do to strengthen the
force actuating our minds?

O How did Joseph and David differ
when under temptation?

0O What Bible counsel will help hus-
bands and wives to strengthen the
marriage bond?



CARING FOR THE AGED
Challenges and Rewards

INETSU, a Christian minister, was
S:njoying his assignment immensely.
His family of three included his wife’s
mother. They were happily working with a
small congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
teaching people the Bible, until one day he
was asked to consider traveling with his
wife to visit other congregations. It would
require a move every week. He was delight-
ed with the prospect, but who would care for
Mother?

Many families will eventually face a sim-
ilar challenge—how best to care for aging
parents. Usually little thought is given to
the matter while the parents are in rather
good health and working. However, little
things may reveal that they are getting old-
er, such as trembling hands as they try to
thread a needle or a failing memory as they
struggle to recall when they last saw some
misplaced item. Often, though, it is a sud-
den accident or illness that makes one
aware of their needs. Something must be
done.

In some countries parents enjoying rela-
tively good health prefer to live their golden
years with their mates alone rather than
with their children. In other countries, such
as in many Oriental and African countries,
it is the norm for the elderly to live with
their children, particularly the eldest son.
Especially is this true if one of the parents
is bedridden. In Japan, for example, of those
who are 65 years of age and over and are
bedridden to some extent, about 240,000
are cared for at home by their families.

Moral and Scriptural Obligations

Although we are living in the generation
in which many have become “lovers of
themselves,” lacking “natural affection,” we
clearly have moral and Scriptural obliga-
tions toward the elderly. (2 Timothy 3:1-5)
Tomiko, who cares for her elderly moth-
er, stricken with Parkinson’s disease, ex-
pressed the moral obligation she felt when
she said about her mother: “She cared for
me for 20 years. Now | want to do the same
for her.” Wise King Solomon admonished:
“Listen to your father who caused your
birth, and do not despise your mother just
because she has grown old.”—Proverbs
23:22.

Neither religious prejudice nor animaosity
on the part of an unbelieving parent can-
cels that Scriptural directive. The Christian
apostle Paul was inspired to write: “Cer-
tainly if anyone does not provide for those
who are his own, and especially for those
who are members of his household, he has
disowned the faith and is worse than a per-
son without faith.” (1 Timothy 5:8) Jesus
set the example for us when, as one of his
final acts before dying, he arranged for his
mother to be cared for.—John 19:26, 27.

Dealing With the Difficulties
Encountered
Many adjustments need to be made by all
when families are reunited after living sep-
arately for many years. These changes call
for a great deal of love, patience, and mutu-
al understanding. If the eldest son, or an-
other son or a daughter, moves his family
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Theaged need to feel loved and respected

into the parents’ home, a whole new set of
circumstances presents itself. There may be
a new job, new schools for the children, and
a new neighborhood to get used to. Often it
will mean increased duties for the wife.

It will be just as hard for the parents to
adjust. They may have become accustomed
to a measure of privacy, quiet, and freedom;
now they will have the hubbub of energetic
grandchildren and their friends. They have
been used to making their own decisions
and may resent any attempts to direct
them. Many parents, foreseeing the day
when their sons’ families will come to live
with them, have built separate houses near-
by or additions to their homes with connect-
ing hallways, providing a measure of inde-
pendence for all.

Where the home is small, greater adjust-
ments may be necessary to make room for
the new arrivals. One mother laughed as
she recalled how upset her four daughters
were when additional furniture and other
items kept coming into their bedrooms in
order to make room for their 80-year-old
grandmother. Still, most of these problems
usually work themselves out as all come to
recognize the need for the adjustments and
remember the Bible’s admonition that love
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“does not look for its own interests.”—1 Co-
rinthians 13:5.

A Loss of Freedom

A serious problem for a Christian woman
may develop if her husband does not share
her faith and decides to move the family in
with his parents. The demands of caring for
the family may seem to make it nearly im-
possible for her to balance her Christian
obligations with her other duties. Setsuko
said: “My husband felt it was dangerous
to leave his somewhat senile mother home
alone, and he wanted me to be home at all
times. If I tried to go to a meeting, he would
get upset and complain. At first, because of
my Japanese background, | too felt it was
wrong to leave her alone. But then, in time,
| realized that things could be worked out.”

Hisako had a similar problem. “When we
moved in with my husband’s family,” she
reports, “he, because of fear of what
the relatives would think, wanted me to
change my religion and stop my religious
activities. To make matters worse, on Sun-
days the relatives who lived nearby would
come to visit, making it hard for me to
go to the meetings. Further, the children
wanted to play with their cousins rather
than go to the meetings. | could see that our
spirituality was being affected. | had to take



a firm stand and explain to my husband
that my religion was not something to be
changed like a suit of clothes but was im-
portant to me. In time, the family adjust-
ed.”

Some have solved the problem of getting
more free time by having a part-time house-
keeper come in to help one or two days a
week. Others have found a measure of free-
dom for personal errands and Christian ac-
tivity by seeking the aid of their children,
nearby relatives, even friends in the con-
gregation. Husbands too have been able to
lend a helping hand on nights and weekends
when they are in the home.—Ecclesiastes
4:9.

Keeping Them Active

Keeping the elderly active is another
challenge to be faced. Some elderly ones are
happy to share in cooking and other chores
around the home. They feel needed if asked
to watch the children and find contentment
in caring for a small vegetable garden, tend-
ing flowers, or sharing in some hobby.

Others, however, want to sleep most of
the day and expect to be waited on. But
keeping them as active as possible appears
to be important to their well-being, longev-
ity, and mental alertness. Hideko found
that although her mother was in a wheel-
chair, taking her to the meetings was just
the stimulation her mother needed. She was
warmly welcomed by all and was included in
conversations. The attention given to her
eventually led to her agreeing to study the
Bible with an older woman. A couple, who
have a parent suffering from Alzheimer’s
disease, take her with them to their Chris-
tian meetings. “She generally does not
want to do anything,” they observed, “but
she is happy at the meetings. She is warmly
welcomed, so she willingly comes. We feel it
is very beneficial for her.”

Shinetsu, mentioned at the beginning of
the article, solved his problem by finding an
apartment for his wife’s mother central to
the area where he served as a traveling min-
ister. He and his wife would thus stay with
her between his visits to different congre-
gations each week. His wife, Kyoko, said:
“My mother feels that she is an important
part of our work and feels needed. She is
delighted when my husband asks her to
cook some special dish.”

Dealing With Senility

As parents age, various degrees of senil-
ity may develop, so they require more and
more attention. They forget days, times,
seasons, and promises. They may fail to cut
their hair and wash their clothes. They may
even forget how to dress and bathe them-
selves. Many become disoriented, whereas
others have a hard time sleeping at night.
There is a tendency to repeat themselves
and get irritated if it is brought to their
attention. The mind plays tricks on them.
They may insist that something has been
stolen from them or that robbers are trying
to break into the house. One family with
four daughters had to endure constant
groundless accusations of sexual wrongdo-
ing. “It was disagreeable,” they said, “but
we just learned to endure the charges and
try to change the subject. Disagreeing with
Grandma was futile.”—Proverbs 17:27.

Emotional Needs to Be Filled

Age brings trials to the elderly. There are
grievous sicknesses, loss of mobility, and
mental anguish to endure. Many feel that
their lives have no direction or purpose.
They may feel that they are a burden and
express a desire to die. They need to feel
loved, respected, and included. (Leviticus
19:32) Hisako said: “We always try to in-
elude Mom in our conversation when she
is present, making her the subject where
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possible.” Another family endeavored to
bolster their grandfather’s self-respect by
asking him to conduct the daily discussion
of a Bible text.

One must constantly strive to maintain a
proper view of the elderly. Bedridden pa-
tients resent it when they feel that they are
being spoken down to or treated with disre-
spect. “Mother was alert,” explained Kimi-
ko, who lived with her disabled mother-in-
law, “and she knew when I did not have my
heart in nursing her or was being conde-
scending.” Hideko also had to work on her
attitude. “At first 1 was frustrated when
| had to care for my mother-in-law. | had
been a pioneer [a full-time minister of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses], and | missed the minis-
try. Then | saw that | needed to adjust
my thinking. Although the house-to-house
ministry is important, this too was an im-
portant part of heeding God’s command-
ments. (1 Timothy 5:8) I realized that |
needed to develop more love and empathy
if 1 was going to have joy. My conscience
would bother me when 1 simply did things
mechanically out of a sense of duty. When
I had an accident and was in pain, | thought
of my mother-in-law and the pain she had.
After that it was easier for me to show more
warmth and empathy.”

Carers Also Need Care

Not to be overlooked is the need for ex-
pressing appreciation to the one on whom
the burden of caring for the aged particu-
larly falls. (Compare Proverbs 31:28.) Most
women continue to care for their obli-
gations with or without hearing expres-
sions of appreciation. When we consider
what their work involves, however, such ex-
pressions are certainly appropriate. They
will likely have extra cleaning, washing,
and cooking to do. Consider, too, trips to
the hospital or doctor, as well as feeding or
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washing an elderly patient. One woman,
who long cared for her mother-in-law, said:
“l know it is hard for my husband to put it
into words, but he does show me in other
ways that he appreciates what | am doing.”
Simple words of thanks can make it all seem
worthwhile.—Proverbs 25:11.

There Are Rewards Too

Many families who have cared for aging
parents for years say that this has helped
them cultivate important Christian qual-
ities: endurance, self-sacrifice, unselfish
love, diligence, humility, and tenderness.
Many families have drawn closer together
emotionally. An additional bonus is the op-
portunity to converse more with parents
and get to know them better. Hisako said
about her mother-in-law: “She had an inter-
esting life. She went through a lot. | have
come to know her better and have learned
to appreciate qualities in her that I did not
recognize before.”

“There was a time before | studied the
Bible when | wanted to get a divorce and
flee the situation,” explained Kimiko, who
took care of her husband’s parents and his
bedridden grandmother. “Then | read that
we should 4ook after . . . widows in their
tribulation.” (James 1:27) 1 am happy | did
my best, as now none of the family can
rightfully complain about my beliefs. My
conscience is clear.” Another said: “l have
seen with my own eyes the terrible effects
of Adam’s sin and now appreciate even
more the need of the ransom.”

Will you soon be welcoming another mem-
ber of your family to your household? Or will
you perhaps be moving in with your aged
parents? Do you feel some trepidation? That
is understandable. There will be adjust-
ments to make. But you will find yourself
richly rewarded in meeting the challenge
successfully.



Should Christians Observea Day of f

UNE had been exceptionally rainy. Be-

cause of this, an age-old secular tradi-

tion was broken during the 1991 Wim-
bledon tennis championships. For the first
time in history, matches were played on a
Sunday to make up for lost time. Apart
from an occasional stretching of the rules
such as this one, Sunday remains a sacred
day of rest in England, as well as in many
other countries.

Some people observe a different day of
rest. Jews worldwide strictly observe the
Sabbath from sunset on Friday to sunset on
Saturday. During Sabbath, the aircraft of
Israel’s national airline do not fly, and in
certain towns public transport does not op-
erate. In Jerusalem traditionalists have cer-
tain streets closed off to block all traffic that
they consider illicit.

The fact that many religions still observe
a weekly day of rest or a sabbath raises
several questions. Is Sabbath keeping for
Jews only? Why have most religions of
Christendom come to accept a different day
of rest? Does observance of a weekly day of
rest remain a Biblical requirement today?

Has the Sabbath Always Existed?

We find the first Scriptural mention of a
sabbath in the book of Exodus. While the
Israelites were in the desert, they received
manna, a miraculous food, from Jehovah.
Each sixth day of the week, they were to
gather a double portion because the seventh
day was to be “a sabbath to Jehovah,” dur-
ing which all work was forbidden.—Exodus
16:4, 5, 22-25.

Moreover, Israelites were given the Sab-
bath to remind them that they had been
slaves in the land of Egypt. This reminder

would have been of little significance if they
had previously respected such a law. There-
fore, the regulations governing the Sabbath
were given to Israel alone.—Deuteronomy
5:2, 3, 12-15.

Meticulous and Burdensome Practices

Because the Mosaic Law was not very de-
tailed regarding the Sabbath, rabbis over
the centuries drew up numerous interdicts,
mainly forbidding all forms of work on the
Sabbath. According to the Mishnah, the
prohibited work was grouped into 39 main
categories, such as sewing, writing, and
farm work. Many of these regulations are
not Bible-based. Citing the Mishnah, the
Encyclopcedia Judaica acknowledges that
they are as “mountains hanging by a hair,
for there is little on the subject in the Scrip-
tures yet the rules are many.”

To apply the commandment that a man
should not “go out of his place on the sev-
enth day,” a maximum distance was deter-
mined, and this was termed the “Sabbath
limit.” According to certain sources, it cor-
responded to two thousand cubits, or about
2,900 feet. (Exodus 16:29, King James Ver-
sion) However, this regulation could be sub-
tly bypassed: The evening before, Sabbath
meals could be deposited a distance of two
thousand cubits from the house. This loca-
tion could then be considered an extension
of the family home, and another two thou-
sand cubits could be counted from that
point.

Many of these man-made restrictions
were in force in Jesus’ day. Thus, religious
leaders reproached his disciples for having
plucked heads of grain to eat as they were
passing through grainfields. They were ac-
cused of breaking the Sabbath—plucking

THE WATCHTOWER- FEBRUARY 15, 1993 27



grain was considered reaping, and rubbing
it was viewed as milling or grinding. Jesus
denounced their extreme views on several
occasions, for they misrepresented the spir-
it of Jehovah’s law.—Matthew 12:1-8; Luke
13:10-17; 14:1-6; John 5:1-16; 9:1-16.

From a Saturday to a Sunday Sabbath

“Sundays will be kept for serving God de-
voutly.” Such is the Fourth Commandment
on the Sabbath as presented by the Catholic
Church. The recently published French Ca-
techisme pour adultes explains: “The Chris-
tian Sunday is celebrated the day after the
Sabbath: on the eighth day, that is to say,
the first day of the new creation. It adopts
the essential elements of the Sabbath but
is centered on Christ’s Passover.” How did
this changeover from a Saturday to a Sun-
day sabbath come about?

Even though Sunday was the day on
which Jesus was resurrected, for early
Christians it was a workday like any other.
But a decision by a Laodicean church coun-
cil (mid-to-late fourth century C.E.) reveals
that with the passing of time, the Jew-
ish Sabbath on Saturday was replaced by
a “Christian” sabbath on Sunday. This can-
on “forbade Christians to Judaize and to be
idle on the day of the [Jewish] Sabbath, and
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Jesus keptthe Sabbath law perfectly,
rather than Jewish traditions

the Lord’s day [the day of the week on which
he was resurrected] was to be honored in
a Christian way.” From then on Christen-
dom’s adherents had to work on Saturdays
and refrain from work on Sundays. Later,
they were required to attend Mass on Sun-
day.

With the backing of the secular authori-
ties, work on Sundays was soon prohibited
throughout Christendom. From the sixth
century onward, transgressors were fined
or whipped, and their oxen could be con-
fiscated. On occasion, unrepentant sinners
could be reduced to servitude.

In a sense, laws relating to acceptable
work on Sundays were as complex as tradi-
tions governing the Jewish Sabbath. The
Dictionnaire
lengthy explanations regarding the devel-
opment of church casuistry and, among the
things prohibited, mentions servile work,
farm work, legal proceedings, markets, and
hunting.

Paradoxically, the Jewish Sabbath was
referred to as justification for these pro-
hibitions. The New Catholic Encyclopedia
mentions Emperor Charlemagne’s laws re-
garding Sundays: “The Sabbatarian idea,
expressly repudiated by St. Jerome and con-
demned by the Council of Orleans in 538 as
Jewish and non-Christian, was clearly stat-
ed in Charlemagne’s decree of 789, which
forbade all labor on Sunday as a violation
[of the Ten Commandments].” Thus, al-
though it pleased the church to see the civil
authorities impose a Sunday day of rest, it
allowed this secular arm to justify these re-
strictions on the basis of a legal foundation
it rejected, namely, the Mosaic law concern-
ing the Sabbath.

detheologie catholique



Christian pursuits provide refreshment
on days of rest from secular work

A Non-Scriptural Stand

Centuries before, several Church Fathers,
and Augustine in particular, rightly de-
dared that the Sabbath was a temporary
arrangement reserved for the Jews. So
doing, those Church Fathers simply adopt-
ed what the Christian Greek Scriptures
explain, namely, that the Sabbath is an
integral part of the Law covenant that
was abolished by Jesus’ sacrifice.—Romans
6:14; 7:6; 10:4; Galatians 3:10-14, 24, 25.

In the contemporary Vocabulaire biblique,
Protestant theologian Oscar Cullmann is
quoted as admitting that “because Jesus
came, died, and was resurrected, O[ld]
T[estament] festivals have now been ful-
filled, and to maintain them ‘means revert-
ing back to the old covenant, as if Christ
had never come.”” Having considered this
valid point, is it possible to justify compul-
sory Sabbath observance?

Today, Catholic authors generally seek
support at Acts 20:7, which speaks of “the
first day of the week” (Sunday), when Paul
met with his companions to share a meal
with them. However, this was simply a
point of detail. Nothing in this text nor in
other Bible verses indicates that this ac-
count was meant to be an example that was
to be followed by Christians, certainly not
an obligation. Yes, Sunday observance of a
sabbath lacks Scriptural backing.

What Rest Is There for Christians?

Although Christians are not obliged to
observe a weekly day of rest, they are never-
theless invited to observe rest of another
kind. Paul explains this to his fellow Jewish
Christians, saying: “So there remains a sab-
bath resting for the people of God. . . . Let

us therefore do our utmost to enter into
that rest.” (Hebrews 4:4-11) These Jews,
before becoming Christians, had previously
followed the Mosaic Law as scrupulously as
they could. Now Paul was no longer encour-
aging them to seek salvation through works
but instead to “rest” from their dead works.
Henceforth, they were to have faith in Je-
sus’ sacrifice, which was the only means by
which mankind could be righteous in God’s
eyes.

How can we today show the same con-
sideration for God’s viewpoint? Like their
fellowmen, Jehovah’s Witnesses, as reason-
able humans, appreciate the weekly rest day
from secular work that is in force in many
countries. This allows them time for fami-
ly association and refreshment. But more
particularly, it has proved to be a period
for other Christian pursuits. (Ephesians 5:
15, 16) These include meetings and partici-
pation in the public ministry, visiting their
neighbors to share Biblical information
about the approaching time when believing
mankind will enjoy earth-wide peace. If you
would like to know about this, Jehovah’s
Witnesses will be happy to help you, wheth-
er that be on Saturday, Sunday, or any oth-
er day of the week.
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The “Divine Teaching” District Conventions

LL those desiring to be taught by Je-
hovah keenly look forward to the “Di-
vine Teaching” District Conventions.

see this from Matthew 10:5 to 11:1 and Luke
10:111". Shortly before ascending to heaven,
Jesus gave his disciples the noted teaching

The four-day program will highlight stgmmission recorded at Matthew 28:19, 20.

nificant aspects of Scriptural teaching that
safeguard Christians in these times of grow-
ing personal problems and world turmoil.
The program will help them to withstand
firmly ‘whatever is in opposition to healthful
teaching’ and to be better teachers of God’s
Word.—1 Timothy 1:10.

What fine examples we have to imitate!
The Greatest Teacher is none other than Je-
hovah God himself! Thus, Elihu rightly said
to Job that Jehovah “is the One teaching us
more than the beasts of the earth, and he
makes us wiser than even the flying crea-
tures of the heavens.” He also asked con-
cerning Jehovah: “Who is an instructor like
him?” (Job 35:11; 36:22) God is referred to at
Isaiah 30:20 as the “Grand Instructor.”

Second only to Jehovah as a teacher is Je-
sus Christ. He was known as the “Teacher”
and as the “Instructor,” being referred to as
such some 50 times in the Gospels. In spite
of his many sensational cures and other mir-
acles, Jesus was not known as the Physician
but as the Teacher, the Instructor.—Mat-
thew 8:19; Luke 5:5; John 13:13.

Most fittingly, Jesus taught his disciples
and apostles to be teachers as he was. We can

The book of Acts, as well as the inspired
letters that follow it in the Christian Greek
Scriptures, relate how zealously, skillfully,
and faithfully Jesus' early followers carried
out this teaching commission.

This teaching work is more urgent today
than ever before. We are living in the last
days of this system of things, and because of
that, lives are involved. For people not to
share in the sins of Babylon the Great and
receive part of her plagues, they must be
taught and helped to come out of Babylon
and take their stand for Jehovah and his
Kingdom.—Revelation 18:4.

To aid all of Jehovah’s Witnesses in their
efforts to carry out their teaching com-
mission, Jehovah through his organization
has provided the “Divine Teaching” District
Conventions. These four-day conventions
will begin in the Northern Hemisphere in the
early summer. May each dedicated servant
of Jehovah make certain that he attends at
least one of these conventions, being present
and attentive from the opening song and
prayer on Thursday afternoon until the clos-
ing prayer on Sunday afternoon.

1993 District Convention Locations

JUNE 36~
NEW YORK, NY (Tentative), Yankee Sta-
dium, 157th St. & River Ave.

JUNE 10-13

AMARILLO, TX, Civic Center Coliseum,
3rd & Buchanan Sts.

BILOXI, MS, Mississippi Coast Coliseum,
3800 W. Beach Blvd.

BIRMINGHAM, AL, Civic Center Colise-
um, One Civic Center Plaza.

CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th
& Cicero Ave

COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center, 400 N. High St.

DAYTONA BEACH, FL, The Ocean Cen-
ter, 101N. Atlantic Ave.

KNOXVILLE, TN, Thompson-Boling As-
sembly Center, 1600 Stadium Dr.

LOS ANGELES. CA (Japanese and sign
language also). Dodger Stadium, 1000
Elysian Park Ave.

MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.

NEW HAVEN, CT, Veterans Memorial Col-
iseum, 275 S. Orange St.

NEW YORK, NY (Tentative) (Sign lan-
guage also), Yankee Stadium, 157th St. &
River Ave,

ROANOKE, VA, Civic Center, 710 William-

son Rd. N.E.
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, Gene-

va Ave.
WICHITA, KS, Kansas Coliseum, 1-135 at
85th St. N.

JUNE 1720~

AMARILLO, TX, Civic Center Coliseum,
3rd & Buchanan Sts.

BILOXI, MS, Mississippi Coast Coliseum,
3800 W. Beach Blvd.

CICERO, IL (Sign language also), Haw-
thorne Race Track, 35th & Cicero Ave
COLUMBIA, SC, Carolina Coliseum, As-

sembly & Blossom Sts.
COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center, 400 N. High St.
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CORVALLLIS, OR, Gill Coliseum, 600 S.W.
26th St.

DAYTONA BEACH, FL (Sign language
also), The Ocean Center, 101N. Atlantic
Ave.

DENVER, CO, McNichols Sports Arena,
1635 Clay St.

LOS ANGELES, CA (Vietnamese also),
Dodger Stadium, 1000 Elysian Park Ave.

MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.

MADISON, WI, Dane County Exposition
Center, 1881 Expo Mall East.

MEMPHIS, TN, Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-
South Fairgrounds.

NEW HAVEN, CT, Veterans Memorial Coli-

seum, 275 S. Orange St.
NORTH FT. MYERS, FL, Lee Civic Center,
11831 BayshoreRd.

RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601 E. Leigh St.

ROANOKE, VA, Civic Center, 710 William-
son Rd. N.E.

ST.PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center,
4001st St. S.

SAN DIEGO, CA, Jack Murphy Stadium,
9449 Friars Rd.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Sign language
also), Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.

SOUTH BEND, IN, Notre Dame University
Joyce Athletic Center, Juniper Rd.

JUNE 2427~

BILLINGS, MT, MetraPark Arena, Hwy.
#10.

CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th
& Cicero Ave.

CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State Uni-
versity Convocation Centre, Prospect &
E. 21st Sts.

COLUMBIA, SC, Carolina Coliseum, As-
sembly & Blossom Sts.

CORVALLLIS, OR, Gill Coliseum, 600 S.W.
26th St.

DENVER, CO (Sign language also). Me-
Nichols Sports Arena, 1635 Clay St.

FRESNO, CA, Convention Center, 700 “M™
St.



KANSAS CITY, MO, Kemper Arena, 1800
Genessee St.

MACON, GA, Coliseum, 200 Coliseum Dr.

MADISON, WI, Dane County Exposition
Center, 1881 Expo Mall East.

NORTH FT.MYERS, FL, Lee Civic Cen-
ter, 11831 Bayshore Rd.

OGDEN, UT, Dee Events Center, 4600
South 1400 E

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK, Myriad, One
Myriad Gardens.

PONTIAC, Ml (Sign language also), Silver-
dome, 1200 Featherstone Rd.

RICHMOND VA, Coliseum, 601 E. Leigh

ST PETERSBURG FL, Bayfront Center,
4001stSt. S.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, Gene-
va Ave.

SOUTH BEND, IN, Notre Dame Universi-
ty Joyce Athletic Center, Juniper Rd.

JULY 1-4

BEAUMONT, TX (Spanish only). Civic
Center Arena, 701 Main St.

CICERO, IL, Hawthorne Race Track, 35th
& Cicero Ave.

CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State Uni-
versity Convocation Centre, Prospect &
E 21stSts.

COLUMBIA, SC, Carolina Coliseum, As-
sembly & Blossom Sts.

COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center, 400 N. High St.

CORVALLLIS, OR, Gill Coliseum, 600 S.W.
26th St.

CROWNSVILLE, MD (Greek only). As-
sembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Sunrise Beach Rd.

FRESNO, CA, Convention Center, 700 “M”
St.

KANSASCITY, MO, Kemper Arena, 1800
Genessee St.

LAFAYETTE, LA, Cajundome, West Con-
gress.

LOSANGELES, CA (Spanish only), Dodg-
erStadium, 1000 Elysian Park Ave.

LOUISVILLE, KY, Freedom Hall Colise-
um, Kentucky Fair & Expo Center, 937
Phillips Lane.

MACON, GA (Sign language also), Colise-
um, 200 Coliseum Dr.

MADISON, WI, Dane County Exposition
Center, 1881 Expo Mall East.

MEMPHIS, TN, Mid-South Coliseum,
Mid-South Fairgrounds.

MOBILE, AL, Civic Center, 401 «vie Cen-
ter Dr.

NORTH FT. MYERS, FL, Lee Civic Cen-
ter, 11831 Bayshore Rd.

OGDEN, UT, Dee Events Center, 4600
South 1400 E.

OKLAHOMACITY, OK, Myriad, One
Myriad Gardens.

PROVIDENCE, RI, Civic Center, One La-
Salle Sq.

RENO, NV, Reno-Sparks Convention Are-
na, 4590S. Virginia SL

RICHMOND, VA (Sign language also),
Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St.

ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center
Arena, 30 2nd Ave. S.E

ST.PETERSBURG, FL, Bayfront Center,
400 1stSt. S.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Portuguese ses-
sions also), Cow Palace, Geneva Ave.

SOUTH BEND, IN, Notre Dame Universi-
ty Joyce Athletic Center, Juniper Rd.

SPRINGFIELD, MA, Civic Center, 1277
Main St.

TACOMA, WA, Tacoma Dome, 2727 E."D”
St.

TUCSON, AZ (Sign language also), Con-
vention Center, 260 S. Church St.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only),
Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes
Blvd.

JULY 8-11

BEAUMONT, TX (Spanlsh only), a vie
CemerArena 701 Main

BROOKLYN, NY (ltalian only), Assembly
Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses, 973 Flat-
bush Ave.

CICERQ, IL (Spanish only), Hawthorne
Race Track, 35th & Cicero Ave.

CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State Uni-
versity Convocation Centre, Prospect &
E 21stSts.

COLUMBUS, OH, Greater Columbus Con-
vention Center, 400 N. High St.

FORT WORTH, TX, Tarrant County Con-
vention Center, 1111 Houston St.
FRESNO, CA, Convention Center, 700 “M”

St.

JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum,
Gator Bowl Sports Complex.

JERSEY CITY, NJ (Korean only), Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2932
Kennedy Blvd.

KENNEWICK, WA (Spanish only), Tri-
Cities Coliseum, 7100 W. Quinault.

LAFAYETTE, LA, Cajundome, West Con-
gress.

LONG ISLAND CITY, NY (Japanese only),
Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
44-17 Greenpoint Ave.

LOS ANGELES, CA (Spanish only), Dodger
Stadium, 1000 Elysian Park Ave.

LOUISVILLE, KY (Sign language also),
Freedom Hall Coliseum, Kentucky Fair
& Expo Center, 937 Phillips Lane.

MEMPHIS, TN, Mid-South Coliseum, Mid-
South Fairgrounds.

MONROE, NY (Portuguese only), Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Moun-
tain & Forest Roads.

NEW YORK, NY (Spanish only) (Tenta-
tive), Yankee Stadium, 157th St. & River
Ave.

NORTH FT. MYERS, FL, Lee Civic Center,
11831 Bayshore Rd.

PROVIDENCE, RI (Sign language also),
Civic Center, One LaSalle Sq.

RENO, NV, Reno-Sparks Convention Are-
na, 4590 S. Virginia St.

RICHMOND, VA, Coliseum, 601E. Leigh St.

ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Are-
na, 302nd Ave. SEE.

ST. PETERSBURG, FL (Spanish only),
Bayfront Center, 400 1st St. S.

SAN ANTONIO, TX (Spanish only), Con-
vention Center Arena, S. Alamo & Market
Sts.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA, Cow Palace, Gene-

vaAve.

SPRINGFIELD, MA, Civic Center, 1277
Main St.

TACOMA, WA (Sign Ianguage also), Ta-
coma Dome, 2727 E.”

TUCSON, AZ (Spanish only)‘ Convention
Center, 260 S. Church St.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only),
Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes

vd.
WOODLAND HILLS, CA (Tagalog only),
Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
20600 Ventura Blvd.

JULY 15-18

ABILENE, TX (Spanish only), Taylor
County Coliseum, E. South 11th St. &
Loop 322.

CICERO, IL (Spanish only), Hawthorne
Race Track, 35th & Cicero Ave.

CLEVELAND, OH, Cleveland State Univer-
sity Convocation Centre, Prospect &
E. 21stSts.

COLUMBIA, SC, Carolina Coliseum, As-
sembly & Blossom Sts.

FORT WORTH, TX, Tarrant County Con-
vention Center, 1111 Houston St.

FRESNO, CA (Spanish only), Convention
Center, 700 “M”St

HAMPTON, VA, Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum

Dr.

HOUSTON, TX (Sign language also), As-
trodome, Loop 610 at Kirby Dr.

JACKSONVILLE, FL, Memorial Coliseum,
Gator Bowl Sports Complex.

JERSEY CITY, NJ (French only), Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 2932
Kennedy Blvd.

LONG ISLAND CITY, NY (Chinese only),
Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
44-17 Greenpoint Ave.

PHILADELPHIA. PA, Veterans Stadium,
S. Broad & Pattison Ave.

PHOENIX, AZ, America West Arena, 201
E. Jefferson St.

PROVIDENCE, RI, «vie Center, One La-
Salle Sq.

RENO, NV, Reno-Sparks Convention Are-
na, 4590 S. Virginia St.

ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Are-
na, 30 2nd Ave. S.E.

ST. LOUIS, MO, The Arena, 5700 Oakland

Ave.

ST.PETERSBURG, FL (Spanish only),
BayfrontCenter, 4001st St. S.

SAN ANTONIO, TX (Spanish only), Con-
vention Center Arena, S. Alamo & Market
Sts.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Spanish only), Cow
Palace, Geneva Ave.

SPRINGFIELD, IL, Prairie Capital Con-
vention Center, One Convention Center

Plaza

SPRINGFIELD, MA, Civic Center, 1277
Main St.

TUCSON, AZ (Spanish only), Convention
Center, 260 S. Church St.

WOODLAND HILLS, CA (Korean only),
Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
20600 Ventura Blvd.

JULY 22-25

BELTON, TX (Spanish only), Bell County
Expo Center Arena 301W. Loop 121.

BISMARCK, ND, Civic Center Arena, 601
E.Sweet Ave.

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL (French only),
Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
20850 Griffin Rd.

FORT WORTH, TX (Sign language also),
Tarrant County Convention Center, 1111
Houston St.

FRESNO, CA (Spanlsh only), Convention
Center, 700 “M”St.

HAMPTON VA, Coliseum, 1000 Coliseum

LINCOLN NE (Sign language also), Deva-
ney Sports Center, 16th St. & Military Rd.

PHILADELPHIA, PA, Veterans Stadium,
S. Broad & Pattison Ave.

ROCHESTER, MN, Mayo Civic Center Are-
na302nd Ave. S.E

ST. LOUIS, MO, The Arena, 5700 Oakland

Ave.

SAN FRANCISCO, CA (Spanish only), Cow
Palace, Geneva Ave.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only),
Auditorium, 1610 Palm Beach Lakes
Blvd.

JULY 29-AUGUST 1

ROCHESTER, NY, Community War Me-
morial, 100 Exchange Blvd.

SYRACUSE, NY, Onondaga County War
Memorial Arena 515 Montgomery St.

WEST PALM BEACH, FL (Spanish only),
Alucéitorium‘ 1610 Palm Beach Lakes
Blvd.

AUGUST 5-8

ROCHESTER, NY, Community War Me-
morial 100 Exchange Blvd.

SYRACUSE, NY, Onondaga County War
Memorial Arena, 515 Montgomery St.

Britain
JUNE 10-13

GUERNSEY, C.I., Beau Sejour Leisure
Centre, St Peter Port.

JUNE 24-27

LONDON (Italian only), Surrey Assembly
Hall, Brickhouse Lane, South Godstone,
surrey.

PLYMOUTH, Plymouth Argyle Football
Club, Home Park.

SWINDON (Tentative), Swindon Town
Football Club, County Ground, County

Rd.
WEST BROMWICH, The Hawthorns, Hal-
fords Lane.

JULY 1-4
LEEDS, Leeds United Football Club, Elland
d

Rd.
MANCHESTER, Manchester City Football
Club, Maine Rd., Moss Side.

JULY 8-11

LONDON (CRYSTAL PALACE), National
Sports Centre, Norwood.

STOKE, Stoke City Football Club, Victoria
Ground, Stoke-on-Trent.

SUNDERLAND, Sunderland Football
Club, Roker Park, Grantham Rd.

JULY 15-18

CARDIFF (Tentative), Welsh National
Rugby Ground, Cardiff Arms Park.

NORWICH, Norwich City Football Club,
Carrow Rd.

PERTH, St. Johnstone Football Club, Me-
Diarmid, Park, Crieff Rd.

SHEFFIELD, Don Valley Athletics Stadi-
um, Attercliffe.

JULY 2225°
LONDON (TWICKENHAM) (Greek and
Spanish also), Rugby Union Ground,
Whitton Rd., Twickenham, Middx.
Ireland

JULY 1-4
NAVAN, Navan Exhibition Centre.

JULY 8-11

NAVAN, Navan Exhibition Centre.

JULY 15-18

NAVAN, Navan Exhibition Centre.

Canada
JULY 1-4

BRAMPTON, ONT. (Portuguese only), As-
sembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Hwy. 7,1 mile W. of Mississauga Rd.,
Norval.

EDMONTON, ALTA. (Sign language also),
Edmonton Northlands Coliseum,
75th St. & 118th Ave.

MONTREAL, QUE. (Spanish only), Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 12700,
boul. Metropolitan Est, Pointe-aux-
Trembles.

QUEBECCITY, QUE (French only; sign
language also), Colis”e, 2205, avenue du
Colisee.

TORONTO, ONT. (Sign language also; Ko-
rean, Polish, Ukrainian, and Vietnamese
sessions also), SkyDome, 300 Bremner
Blvd.

VANCOUVER, B.C. (Sign language also),
Pacific Coliseum, P.N.E Grounds, Has-
tings St. E & Renfrew St.

WINNIPEG, MAN., Winnipeg Convention
Centre, 375 York Ave.

JULY 8-11

BRAMPTON, ONT. (Greek only). Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,

Hwy. 7,1 mile W. of Mississauga Rd.,
Norval

HAMILTON, ONT., Copps Coliseum,
101 York Blvd.

KAMLOOPS, B.C., Kamloops Riverside
Coliseum, 300 Lome St.

MONTREAL, QUE. (Italian only),
Assembly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
12700, boul. Metropolitain Est, Pointe-
aux-Trembles.

NEWCASTLE, N.B., Miramichi Civic Cen-
ter, Radio St. & King George Hwy.

OTTAWA, ONT. (Arabic and sign language
also; Armenian sessions also), Civic
Centre Arena, Lansdowne Park, 1015
Bank St.

SASKATOON, SASK. (Sign language also),
Saskatchewan Place, 3515 Thatcher Ave.

SHERBROOKE, QUE (French only), Pa-
laisdes Sports, 360, rue Parc.

VICTORIA, B.C. (Sign language also), Vic-
toria Memorial Arena, 1925 Blanshard St.

JULY 15-18

BRAMPTON, ONT. (Spanish only), Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,

Hwy. 7,1 mile W. of Mississauga Rd.,
NorvalL

KAMLOOPS, B.C., Kamloops Riverside
Coliseum, 300 Lome St.

MONTREAL, QUE (French only; sign lan-
guage also), Olympic Stadium, boulL Pie-
IX & rue Sherbrooke.

ST.JOHN’S, NFLD. (Sign language also),
St. John’s Memorial Stadium, Lake Ave.
SAULT STE MARIE ONT., Sault Memori-

al Gardens, 269 QueenSt E

JULY 22-25

BRAMPTON, ONT. (Spanish only), Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,

Hwy. 7,1 mile W. of Mississauga Rd.,
Norval.

CALGARY, ALTA. (French and Spanish
sessions also), Stampede Corral,
Stampede Park, 12th Ave. & 4th St SE.

HULL, QUE. (French only), Palais des
Congré&s, 200, promenade du Portage.

KITIMAT, B.C., Tamitik Arena. 400 City
Centre.

VANCOUVER, B.C. (Chinese only), Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 15577
82nd Ave., Surrey.

JULY 29-AUGUST 1

BRAMPTON, ONT. (Italian only), Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Hwy. 7,1 mile W. of Mississauga Rd.,
NorvaL

HALIFAX, N.S. (Sign language also; Span-
ish sessions also), Halifax Metro Centre,
1800 Argyle St.

AUGUST 5-8

BRAMPTON, ONT. (Italian only), Assem-
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
Hwy. 7,1 mile W. of Mississauga Rd.,
Norval
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MONG the fruit trees of the Mediterranean

aea, the almond tree is one of the most

striking. In late January or February—well

i bBfore most of the other trees—it awakens

from its winter lethargy. And what an awakening!

The whole tree is clothed with a mantle of delicate

pink or white blooms, the latter resembling some-

what the white hair of the elderly.—Compare
Ecclesiastes 12:5.

The ancient Hebrews called the almond tree
the “awakening one,” alluding to its early flow-
ering. This characteristic was employed by Jeho-
vah to illustrate an important message. At the
start of his ministry, Jeremiah was shown in vi-
sion an almond shoot. What did it mean? Jeho-
vah explained: “l am keeping awake concerning
my word in order to carry it out.”—Jeremiah
1:12.

Just as the almond tree ‘awakens’ early, so Jeho-
vah had figuratively been “getting up early” to
send his prophets to warn his people about the
consequences of disobedience. (Jeremiah 7:25)
And he would not rest—he would ‘keep awake—
until his prophetic word was accomplished. So it
was that in 607 B.C.E., at the appointed time,
Jehovah’s judgment came upon the apostate na-
tion ofJudah.

God’s Word predicts that a similar judgment
will come against the wicked system in which we
live. (Psalm 37:9, 10; 2 Peter 3:10137) Referring
to such judicial action, the prophet Habakkuk
assures us: “For the vision is yet for the appointed
time . . . Keep in expectation of it; for it will
without fail come true. It will not be late.” (Ha~
bakkuk 2:3) The beautiful almond blossom re-
minds us thatJehovah will keep awake concerning
his word in order to carry it out.



