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Good Versus Evil 
A n  Agelong Battle

Not only are there these sporadic out- 
bursts of evil but there is another horrific 
evil that affects the world—genocide. It is 
calculated that one million Armenians, six 
million Jews, and over one million Cambo- 
dians have been exterminated in racial and 
political purges in this century alone. So- 
called ethnic cleansing has stricken many in 
the former Yugoslavia. Nobody knows how 
many millions of innocent people have been 
brutally tortured around the globe.

Tragedies such as these force us to con- 
front the disturbing question, Why do peo- 
pie act in such a way? We cannot dismiss 
these atrocities as the product of a few de- 
ranged minds. The sheer scope of the evil

N THE films of yesteryear, the “good 
guy” always defeated the forces of evil. 
But reality has never been that simple, 
too often in the real world, evil seems to 

have the upper hand.
The specter of evil haunts the nightly 

newscast. In the north of the United States, 
a Milwaukee man murders 11 people and 
hoards the remains of their mutilated bod- 
ies in his freezer. Away down south, a 
stranger crashes into a Texas cafeteria and 
opens fire indiscriminately for ten minutes, 
leaving 23 people dead, including himself. A 
disgruntled opposer in Korea sets fire to a 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, kill- 
ing 14 worshipers.

I
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rule kindness in our thinking, and cruelty 
may override compassion.

Of course, most people know instinctively 
that certain behavior is wrong. Their con- 
science—or ‘law written in their hearts’ as 
Paul calls it—dissuades them from commit- 
ting an evil deed. (Romans 2:15) Still, a cru- 
el environment can suppress such feelings, 
and a conscience can become deadened if it 
is repeatedly ignored.*—Compare 1 Timo- 
thy 4:2.

Can human imperfection alone explain the 
orchestrated evil of our time? Historian Jef- 
frey Burton Russell observed: “It is true that 
there is evil in each of us, but adding togeth- 
er even large numbers of individual evils 
does not explain an Auschwitz . . . Evil on 
this scale seems to be qualitatively as well as 
quantitatively different.״ It was none other 
than Jesus Christ who pinpointed this qual- 
itatively different source of evil.

Not long before his death, Jesus explained 
that the men who were planning to kill him 
were not acting entirely of their own voli- 
tion. An unseen force guided them. Jesus 
told them: “You are from your father the 
Devil, and you wish to do the desires of your 
father. That one was a manslayer when he 
began, and he did not stand fast in the 
truth.” (John 8:44) The Devil, whom Jesus 
called “the ruler of this world,” clearly has 
a prominent role in fomenting evil.—John 
16:11; 1 John 5:19.

Both human imperfection and satanic in- 
fluence have exacted their toll for thousands 
of years. And there is no sign that their 
grip on mankind is slackening. Is evil here 
to stay? Or will the forces of good eventually 
eradicate evil?

* R esea rch ers  h a v e  re c e n t ly  s e e n  a  r e la t io n sh ip  be-  
tw een  e x p lic it  v io len ce  o n  t e le v is io n  an d  ju v e n ile  
crim e. H ig h -cr im e  a rea s  a n d  b ro k en  h o m e s  a re  a lso  
fa c to r s  in  a n tis o c ia l  b eh avior. In  N a z i G erm a n y  in c e s -  
sa n t  r a c is t  p ro p a g a n d a  led  so m e p eop le  to  j u s t i f y — a n d  
e v en  g lo r ify — a tr o c it ie s  a g a in s t  J e w s  a n d  S la v s .

done in our century belies such an explana- 
tion.

An evil deed is defined as one that is mor- 
ally wrong. It is an act perpetrated by some- 
one who can choose between doing good and 
doing evil. Somehow his moral judgment be- 
comes warped and evil wins out. But why 
and how does this happen?

Religious explanations for evil are often 
unsatisfying. Catholic philosopher Thomas 
Aquinas claimed that “many good things 
would be taken away if God permitted no 
evil to exist.” Many Protestant philosophers 
hold similar views. For example, as stated 
in The Encyclopcedia Britannica, Gottfried 
Leibniz considered evil to be “a mere set-off 
to the good in the world, which it increases 
by contrast.” In other words, he believed we 
need the evil so that we can appreciate the 
good. Such reasoning is like telling a can- 
cer patient that his sickness is just what is 
needed in order to make someone else feel 
truly alive and well.

Evil intentions must come from some- 
where. Is God indirectly to blame? The Bible 
answers: “When under trial, let no one say: 
Ί am being tried by God.’ For with evil 
things God cannot be tried nor does he him- 
self try anyone.” If God is not responsible, 
who is? The following verses give the an- 
swer: “Each one is tried by being drawn out 
and enticed by his own desire. Then the de- 
sire, when it has become fertile, gives birth 
to sin.” (James 1:1315־) Thus an evil deed is 
born when an evil desire is nurtured rath- 
er than rejected. However, that is not the 
whole picture.

The Scriptures explain that evil desires 
arise because humanity has a fundamen- 
tal flaw—inherent imperfection. The apostle 
Paul wrote: “Just as through one man sin 
entered into the world and death through 
sin, and thus death spread to all men because 
they had all sinned.” (Romans 5:12) Because 
of inherited sin, selfishness may well over­
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Will Good Ever Conquer Evil?
including this young Russian girl, were 
subjected to macabre medical experiments. 
Dachau seemed the epitome of evil. Never- 
theless, even in such seemingly sterile soil, 
good sprouted and even multiplied.

Else felt desperately sorry for this young 
teenage girl who had also been forced to 
watch the SS guards savagely rape her 
mother. Else, at the risk of her own life, 
looked for opportunities to talk to the girl 
about good and evil and about the Scriptur- 
al hope of a resurrection. She taught her 
young friend to love rather than hate. And 
the Russian girl survived the horrors of 
Dachau, thanks to Else.

Else did what she did because she wanted 
to follow the selfless example of Christ. As 
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, she had learned 
not to return evil for evil, and her faith 
moved her to help others to do likewise. Al- 
though she suffered in Dachau, she won a 
moral victory over an evil regime. And she 
was not the only one.

Paul Johnson, in his book A History 
of Christianity, noted that “[Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses] refused any cooperation with the 
Nazi state which they denounced as totally 
evil.. .  . Ninety-seven percent suffered per- 
secution in one form or another.” Was it a 
hopeless struggle? In the book Values and 
Violence in Auschwitz, Polish sociologist 
Anna Pawelczynska said about the Witness- 
es: “This little group of prisoners was a solid 
ideological force and they won their battle 
against Nazism.”

For most of us, though, the principal bat- 
tie is fought against the evil within rather 
than the evil without. It is a struggle within 
ourselves.

two thousand years ago, Je- 
rist, an innocent man, was 
l for his life. Evil men were 

plotting to destroy him because he spoke 
the truth. He was falsely accused of sedi- 
tion, and the crowd clamored for his exe- 
cution. A Roman governor, who valued his 
own political prestige more highly than the 
life of a humble carpenter, condemned Je- 
sus to a cruel death. To all outward appear- 
ances, it seemed that evil had triumphed.

However, the night before his execution, 
Jesus told his disciples: “I have conquered 
the world.” (John 16:33) What did he mean? 
In part, that the evil in the world had nei- 
ther embittered him nor made him retaliate 
in like manner. The world had not squeezed 
him into an evil mold. (Compare Romans 
12:2, Phillips.) Even when dying, he prayed 
in behalf of his executioners: “Father, for- 
give them, for they do not know what they 
are doing.”—Luke 23:34.

Jesus demonstrated—until his dying 
breath—that evil can be conquered. He 
urged his followers to fight their own bat- 
tie against evil. How can they do that? By 
heeding the Scriptural advice to “return 
evil for evil to no one” and to “keep conquer- 
ing the evil with the good,” as Jesus had 
done. (Romans 12:17, 21) But does such a 
course really work?

Fighting Evil in Dachau
Else was a German woman imprisoned 

in Dachau who gave a precious gift to a 
14-year-old Russian girl, the gift of faith 
and hope.

Dachau was a notorious concentration 
camp where thousands died and hundreds,
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Bringing the Devil to Nothing
Jesus’ faithfulness to death was a major 

defeat for Satan. The Devil failed in his at- 
tempt to break Jesus’ integrity, and that 
failure marked the beginning of the end for 
Satan. As the Bible explains, Jesus tasted 
death that “through his death he might 
bring to nothing . . . the Devil.” (Hebrews 
2:14) After his resurrection Jesus told his 
disciples: “All authority has been given me 
in heaven and on the earth.” (Matthew 28: 
18) And this authority would be used to 
nullify the works of Satan.

The book of Revelation describes the day 
when Jesus would oust Satan from the 
heavens. This Archevildoer, along with his 
demons, was to be confined to the vicinity 
of the earth. As a result, the Bible warns, 
evil would abound: “Woe for the earth and 
for the sea, because the Devil has come 
down to you, having great anger, knowing 
he has a short period of time.”—Revelation 
12:7-9, 12.

Bible prophecy indicates that this histor- 
ic event has already taken place—around 
the time of the First World War.* That ex- 
plains the marked increase in evil that we 
have witnessed in our time. But soon Satan 
will be restrained totally so that he can no 
longer influence anyone.—See Revelation 
20:1-3.

What will all of this mean for mankind?

“They Shall Not Do Evil”
As King of God’s Kingdom, Jesus will 

soon use his ‘authority on the earth’ to or- 
ganize a program of spiritual reeducation. 
“Righteousness is what the inhabitants of 
the productive land will certainly learn.” 
(Isaiah 26:9) The benefits will be obvious to

* For m ore d e ta ils , se e  p a g e s  2 0 2 o ־ f  th e  b ook  You 
Can L ive Forever in P a ra d ise  on E a r th , p u b lish ed  b y  
th e  W a tch to w er  B ib le  a n d  T r a c t  S o c ie ty  o f  N ew  Y ork, 
Inc.

Conquering the Evil Within Us
The apostle Paul described this fight in 

the following way: “It is not the good that I 
want to do that I actually do; it is the evil 
that I do not want to do that I keep on 
doing.” (Romans 7:19, The New Testament, 
by William Barclay) As Paul well knew, do- 
ing good does not always come naturally.

Eugenio* was a young Spanish man who, 
for two long years, fought a battle against 
his evil inclinations. “I had to be hard on 
myself,” he explains. “From an early age, I 
had a tendency to be immoral. As a teen- 
ager, I willingly participated in homosexual 
orgies, and to be frank, I enjoyed that sort 
of life-style.” What eventually made him 
want to change?

“I wanted to please God, and I learned 
from the Bible that he did not approve of the 
way I was living,” Eugenio said. “So I decid- 
ed to be a different sort of person, to abide 
by God’s guidelines. Every day, I had to 
fight against negative, dirty thoughts that 
still came flooding into my mind. I was de- 
termined to win this battle, and I prayed 
incessantly for God’s help. After two years 
the worst was over, although I am still strict 
with myself. But the struggle was worth- 
while. I now have self-respect, a good mar- 
riage, and, above all, a good relationship 
with God. I know from personal experience 
that evil thoughts can be banished before 
they bear fruit—if you really make the ef- 
fort.”

Good conquers evil every time an evil 
thought is rejected, every time we refuse to 
return evil for evil. Yet, such victories, im- 
portant as they are, do not eliminate the 
two main sources of evil. However hard we 
try, we cannot entirely overcome our inher- 
ited weaknesses, and Satan still exercises 
an evil influence over mankind. So will this 
situation ever change?

* N o t h is  rea l n a m e.
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and with his help those who wish to do good 
can overcome evil, as Jesus proved by his 

own example. (Psalm  
119:68) Those now will- 
ing to fight evil can look 
forward to living in a 
cleansed earth ruled by 
God’s Kingdom, a gov- 
ernment committed to 
eradicating evil for all 
time. The psalmist de- 
scribes the result: “As 
for loving-kindness and 
trueness, they have met 
each other; righteous- 
ness and peace—they 
have kissed each oth- 
er. Trueness itself will 
sprout out of the very 
earth, and righteousness 

itself will look down from the very heavens.” 
—Psalm 85:10, 11.

everyone. The Bible assures us: “They will 
not do any harm [“they shall not do evil,” 
G reen ’s In te r lin e a r  
Hebrew/Greek English 

Bible] or cause any ruin 
. . .  because the earth will 
certainly be filled with 
the knowledge of Je- 
hovah as the waters are 
covering the very sea.”
—Isaiah 11:9.

Even now, many of 
our evil inclinations can 
be overcome. When de- 
monic influence is no 
more, it will surely be 
much, much easier to 
“turn away from what 
is bad and do what is 
good.”—1 Peter 3:11.

We have every reason to be confident that 
good will conquer evil because God is good,

KIN G D O M  PROCLAIMERS REPORT
They Changed Their Way of Life

us visit a town in Norway and meet some of the 
young people who have made such changes.

The Foundation for the Change
When two Witnesses met Annette in the house- 

to-house work, she was 19. "I had often been told 
never to talk to Jehovah's Witnesses, but I was 
curious and invited them in," she recalls. She had 
been a drug user since she was 11 and had been 
involved in several burglaries and car thefts.

The good news of the Kingdom appealed to her. 
She was especially encouraged by the resurrection 
hope, having lost her mother at the age of five. 
So she accepted a free Bible study and started 
coming to the meetings at the Kingdom Hall. She

NO DOUBT you have seen them talking to others 
on the streets, making calls from house to house, 
or attending Christian meetings in their Kingdom 
Halls. We are speaking about the well-groomed 
youths of Jehovah's Witnesses. You may have 
concluded that they are Witnesses because their 
parents taught them to be such, and that is the 
case with many of them. On the other hand, there 
are some of these young people who have a very 
different background and whose former way of 
life was completely unlike the life that they are 
now leading. In fact, those shown on the following 
page used to associate with groups in which crime 
and drug abuse were everyday occurrences. What 
made them change their lives so completely? Let
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tual progress. Then still another youth in the same 
group was impressed by the positive changes his 
friends were making, and within a short time, he 
wanted to study the Bible.

Gilbert, a young musician from the same group, 
now started to study the Bible. His parents had 
both died of cancer, so he was comforted by the 
Bible's hope of a resurrection. (John 5:28, 29) He 
too was using marijuana and leading a debauched 
life, and he had ambitions to be a rock star. 
However, as time passed, he made fine spiritual 
progress and soon decided to become a Witness 
for Jehovah. Finally, Espen's younger brother 
started investigating the Bible and associating with 
the Witnesses.

Bible Truth Changes Lives
A great change took place in these young 

people who used to be sloppily dressed, have 
unkempt hair, and be involved in drugs, thefts, 
and other crimes. Annette is a fine publisher of the 
Kingdom and served as a pioneer for about a 
year. Espen and Gilbert have served as auxiliary 
pioneers, and they are also ministerial servants. 
Both of them have married within the Christian 
congregation. Four more of the former group are 
also zealous Kingdom proclaimers!

What about the four-month sentence that Espen 
was to serve? Because of the changes he made in 
his life, his sentence was changed to 80 hours of 
community work. With the agreement of the po- 
lice and of others, he spent these hours working 
at the local Kingdom Hall of Jehovah's Witnesses. 
The police were very pleased with this arrange- 
ment.

Yes, many other young people all over the world 
have a criminal background. But the truth of God's 
Word has given them answers to vital questions 
and a sure hope for the future. Hence, they are 
no longer criminals or drug users, and they do not 
go about sloppily dressed. Having changed their 
way of life, they are exactly like the people 
mentioned above— young, well-groomed, and ac- 
tive Witnesses of Jehovah. They want to make 
known to others the Bible's lasting solutions to the 
problems so many young people have today. 
— See 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.

Norwegian youths respond to  the tru th

told her boyfriend and others what she was learn- 
ing. The reaction? They wanted nothing to do with 
it and accused Annette of being brainwashed. 
Nevertheless, some of those who were most op- 
posed later started to study the Bible.

As an example, take Espen, a young man of 20. 
He heard about the Kingdom good news from 
Annette's boyfriend and at once wanted a Bible 
study. However, he was waiting to serve a prison 
sentence of four months, as he had been involved 
in smuggling drugs and, like Annette, in several 
burglaries. He was also a user of tobacco, mari- 
juana, and other drugs. Now, what could make a 
person who had been involved in such things want 
to start studying the Bible? Espen began to realize 
the emptiness and lack of purpose in his way of 
life. He relates: "I was attracted by the Bible's 
promises of a future that gave me a purpose in 
life. So I started to study in order to find out if I 
had been told the truth."

Others Want to Study the Bible
About this time, a young man from the same 

circle of young people got to hear the good news, 
and he also started studying and attending meet- 
ings. Next, a study was started with another of 
these youths, and he began attending meetings. 
Shortly after, yet another young man joined his 
friends in studying the Bible and in making spiri­
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G odly  su b ie c t io n
—WHY AND BY WHOM?

/״  well know, 0  Jehovah, that to earthling man his way does not belong. It does
not belong to man who is walking even to direct his step. ”—JEREMIAH 10:23.

human pair by Jehovah’s command to them 
as recorded at Genesis 2:16,17: “From every 
tree of the garden you may eat to satisfac- 
tion. But as for the tree of the knowledge of 
good and bad you must not eat from it, for 
in the day you eat from it you will positive- 
ly die.” Refusing to be in subjection to his 
Maker brought to Adam and all his off- 
spring sin, suffering, and death.—Genesis 
3:19; Romans 5:12.

4 Humans’ refusing to be in subjection to 
God is unwise as well as morally wrong. In 
the world it has resulted in widespread law- 
lessness, crime, violence, and sexual immo- 
rality with its fruits of sexually transmitted 
diseases. Besides, is not today’s plague of 
juvenile crime largely caused by the refusal 
of youths to be in subjection to Jehovah, as 
well as to their parents and to the laws 
of the land? This spirit of independence is 
seen in the outlandish and slovenly way 
many people dress and in the profane lan- 
guage that they use.

5 But there is just no escaping the Cre- 
ator’s inexorable moral law: “Do not be mis- 
led: God is not one to be mocked. For what- 
ever a man is sowing, this he will also reap; 
because he who is sowing with a view to his 
flesh will reap corruption from his flesh.” 
—Galatians 6:7, 8.

4, 5. (a) What has resulted from hum ans’ re- 
fusing to be in subjection to God? (b) What 
moral law is inescapable?

AMONG the most noted of human 
documents is the Declaration of In- 
dependence, by which 13 British col- 

onies in North America in the 18th centu- 
ry declared their independence from their 
mother country, Britain. They wanted free- 
dom, and independence from foreign con- 
trol and freedom went hand in hand. Polit- 
ical and economic independence can be 
a great advantage. In recent times some 
Eastern European lands have moved toward 
political independence. However, it must be 
admitted that in those lands such indepen- 
dence has brought with it many serious 
problems.

2 As desirable as various forms of inde- 
pendence may be, there is one form of in- 
dependence that is not desirable. What is 
that? Independence from man’s Maker, Je- 
hovah God. That is not a blessing but a 
curse. Why? Because man was never meant 
to act independently of his Maker, as the 
prophet Jeremiah’s words quoted above so 
aptly show. In other words, man was meant 
to be in subjection to his Maker. To be in 
subjection to our Creator means to be obe- 
dient to him.

3 That fact was driven home to the first

1. What forms of independence have been widely 
valued?
2, 3. (a) What form of independence is not de- 
sirable? (b) How was this fact originally driven 
home?
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N im ro d , the  first postflood ru le r 
to  re b e l a t g o d ly  sub jection

6 What is the root cause of all this 
refusing to be in subjection? Simply 
put, it is selfishness and pride. That 
is why Eve, the first woman, let her- 
self be deceived by the serpent and 
partook of the forbidden fruit. Had 
she been modest and humble, the 
temptation to be like God—deciding 
for herself what is good and bad— 
would not have appealed to her. And 
had she been unselfish, she would 
not have wanted something that had 
been expressly forbidden by her Mak- 
er, Jehovah God.—Genesis 2:16, 17.

7Not long after Adam and Eve’s 
fall, pride and selfishness caused Cain 
to murder his brother Abel. Also, self- 
ishness caused certain angels to act 
independently, leaving their original 
position and materializing so as to 
enjoy sensual pleasures. Pride and 
selfishness motivated Nimrod and 
have characterized most worldly rul- 
ers since his time.—Genesis 3:6, 7; 4: 
6-8; 1 John 3:12; Jude 6.

9 Moreover, since our Maker is almighty, 
no one can successfully oppose him; no one 
can ignore his obligation to be in subjection 
to Him. Sooner or later, those who refuse 
will come to grief as did Pharaoh of old and 
as will Satan the Devil in God’s due time.

Why We Owe 
Jehovah God Subjection

8 Why do we owe our Maker, Jeho- 
vah God, subjection? First of all be- 
cause he is the Universal Sovereign.
All authority rightfully resides in 
him. He is our Judge, Lawgiver, and 
King. (Isaiah 33:22) Well has it been 
written of him: “All things are naked 
and openly exposed to the eyes of him 
with whom we have an accounting.”
—Hebrews 4:13.

6, 7. What is the root cause of refusing to be in 
subjection, as seen by what examples?
8-11. What are four powerful reasons for our 
exercising godly subjection?
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13 We read at John 5:19, 30: “Jesus went 
on to say to them: ‘Most truly I say to you, 
The Son cannot do a single thing of his own 
initiative, but only what he beholds the Fa- 
ther doing. For whatever things that One 
does, these things the Son also does in like 
manner. I cannot do a single thing of my 
own initiative; just as I hear, I judge; and 
the judgment that I render is righteous, be- 
cause I seek, not my own will, but the will 
of him that sent me.’ ” Likewise, he repeat- 
edly prayed on the night of his betrayal: 
“Not as I will, but as you will.”—Matthew 
26:39, 42, 44; see also John 7:28; 8:28, 42.

Ancient Examples of Godly Subjection
14Among the early human examples of 

godly subjection was Noah. He demonstrat- 
ed his subjection in three ways. First, by 
being a righteous man, faultless among his 
contemporaries, walking with the true God. 
(Genesis 6:9) Second, by constructing the 
ark. He “proceeded to do according to all 
that God had commanded him. He did just 
so.” (Genesis 6:22) Third, by sounding the 
warning of the coming Deluge as “a preach- 
er of righteousness.”—2 Peter 2:5.

15 Abraham was another outstanding ex- 
ample of godly subjection. He manifested 
subjection by obeying God’s command: “Go 
your way out of your country.” (Genesis 
12:1) That meant leaving his comfortable 
surroundings in Ur (no insignificant city, 
as indicated by archaeological discoveries) 
to wander as a nomad in a foreign land for 
a hundred years. In particular did Abraham 
show godly subjection by meeting the great 
test of being willing to offer up his son 
Isaac.—Genesis 22:1-12.

14. In what ways did Noah show godly subjec- 
tion?
15, 16. (a) What fine example did Abraham set 
in godly subjection? (b) How did Sarah show 
subjection?

—Psalm 136:1, 11-15; Revelation 11:17; 20: 
10, 14.

10 Subjection is the obligation of all intel- 
ligent creatures because they exist for the 
purpose of serving their Maker. Revelation 
4:11 declares: “You are worthy, Jehovah, 
even our God, to receive the glory and the 
honor and the power, because you created 
all things, and because of your will they 
existed and were created.” He is the Great 
Potter, and he makes human vessels to 
serve his purpose.—Isaiah 29:16; 64:8.

11 We should not overlook the fact that 
our Maker is all-wise, so he knows what is 
best for us. (Romans 11:33) His laws are ‘for 
our good.’ (Deuteronomy 10:12, 13) Above 
all, “God is love,” so he wants only what is 
best for us. How many compelling reasons 
we have for being in subjection to our Mak- 
er, Jehovah God!—1 John 4:8.

Jesus Christ, the Perfect 
Example of Godly Subjection

12 Without the shadow of a doubt, Jeho- 
vah’s only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, gives 
us the perfect example of godly subjection. 
The apostle Paul points this out at Philip- 
pians 2:6-8: “[Jesus], although he was ex- 
isting in God’s form, gave no consideration 
to a seizure, namely, that he should be equal 
to God. No, but he emptied him self and took 
a slave’s form and came to be in the likeness 
of men. More than that, when he found him- 
self in fashion as a man, he [further] hum- 
bled himself and became obedient as far as 
death, yes, death on a torture stake.” When 
on earth, Jesus repeatedly stated that he 
did nothing out of his own initiative; he did 
not act independently, but always kept in 
subjection to his heavenly Father.

12, 13. (a) How did Jesus Christ manifest godly 
subjection? (b) What words of Jesus show his 
submissive attitude?
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though he had the oversight of a rebellious 
people numbering two or three million, tes- 
titles further to his godly subjection. Thus 
the record says that “Moses proceeded to do 
according to all that Jehovah had command- 
ed him. He did just so.”—Exodus 40:16.

19Job is another outstanding character 
who set us an excellent example in godly 
subjection. After Jehovah had permitted 
Satan to wipe out all of Job’s possessions, to 
kill his children, and then to strike him with 
“a malignant boil from the sole of his foot 
to the crown of his head,” Job’s wife said to 
him: “Are you yet holding fast your integ- 
rity? Curse God and die!” Nevertheless, Job 
showed his godly subjection by saying to 
her: “As one of the senseless women speaks, 
you speak also. Shall we accept merely what 
is good from the true God and not accept 
also what is bad?” (Job 2:7-10) Showing 
the same mental attitude are his words re- 
corded at Job 13:15: “Even if he would slay 
me, would I not wait?” Although Job was, 
in fact, greatly concerned about his own 
justification, we should not overlook that in 
the end Jehovah said to one of his sup- 
posed comforters: “My anger has grown hot 
against you and your two companions, for 
you men have not spoken concerning me 
what is truthful as has my servant Job.” 
Undoubtedly, Job furnishes us a fine exam- 
pie of godly submission.—Job 42:7.

20 To mention just one more example from 
the Hebrew Scriptures, there is David. 
When King Saul hunted David as if he were 
an animal, David had two opportunities to 
end his troubles by slaying Saul. Yet, David’s 
godly subjection kept him from doing so. His 
words are recorded at 1 Samuel 24:6: “It is

19. By what expressions did Job show his sub- 
jection to Jehovah?
20. In what ways did David demonstrate godly 
subjection?

16Abraham’s wife Sarah furnishes us 
with another fine example of godly subjec- 
tion. Wandering about in a strange land 
no doubt brought with it many incon- 
veniences, but nowhere do we read of her 
complaining. She set a fine example of god- 
ly subjection in the two instances when 
Abraham presented her as his sister before 
pagan rulers. Both times she cooperated, 
even though she almost became a member 
of their harems as a result. Testifying to 
her godly subjection is her way of referring 
within herself to her husband, Abraham, as 
“my lord,” showing that that was her gen- 
uine heart attitude.—Genesis 12:11-20; 18: 
12; 20:2-18; 1 Peter 3:6.

17 Let us not overlook the example of god- 
ly subjection furnished by Abraham’s son 
Isaac. Jewish tradition indicates that Isaac 
was about 25 years old when Jehovah com- 
manded his father, Abraham, to offer him 
up as a sacrifice. Had Isaac wanted to, he 
could easily have resisted his father, who 
was a hundred years older than he was. But 
no. Although Isaac wondered about the lack 
of an animal for the sacrifice, he meekly 
submitted to his father’s placing him on the 
altar and then tying him hand and foot in 
order to prevent or control any involuntary 
reactions that might have occurred if the 
slaughtering knife had been used.—Gene- 
sis 22:7-9.

18 Years later, Moses set a good example 
for us in godly subjection. That certainly is 
indicated by his being described as “by far 
the meekest of all the men who were upon 
the surface of the ground.” (Numbers 12:3) 
His obediently carrying out Jehovah’s com- 
mands for 40 years in the wilderness, even

17. Why can it be said that Isaac showed godly 
subjection?
18. How did Moses show exemplary godly sub- 
jection?
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N oah, fa u ltle ss  e xa m p le  o f  g o d ly  
sub jec tion .— Genesis 6 :1 4 , 22

tion by accepting reproof when he 
made mistakes or sinned.—2 Samuel 
12:13; 24:17; 1 Chronicles 15:13.

Paul's Example of Subjection
21 In the Christian Greek Scrip- 

tures, we have an outstanding exam- 
pie of godly subjection in the apostle 
Paul. He imitated his Master, Jesus 
Christ, in this as he did in all oth- 
er aspects of his apostolic ministry. 
(1 Corinthians 11:1) Although Jeho- 
vah God used him more mightily than 
any of the other apostles, Paul never 
acted independently. Luke tells us 
that when the question came up as to 
whether the Gentile converts needed 
to be circumcised, “they [the brothers 
at Antioch] arranged for Paul and 
Barnabas and some others of them to 
go up to the apostles and older men 
in Jerusalem regarding this dispute.” 
—Acts 15:2.

22 As to Paul’s missionary activity, 
we are told at Galatians 2:9: “When 
they came to know the undeserved 
kindness that was given me, James 
and Cephas and John, the ones who 
seemed to be pillars, gave me and 
Barnabas the right hand of sharing 
together, that we should go to the na- 
tions, but they to those who are cir- 
cumcised.” Rather than act indepen- 
dently, Paul sought direction.

23 Similarly, the last time Paul was in Je- 
rusalem, he accepted the counsel given by 
the elders there in connection with going to 
the temple and following the procedure of

21-23. In what various instances did the apostle 
Paul show godly subjection?

unthinkable, on my part, from Jehovah’s 
standpoint, that I should do this thing to my 
lord, the anointed of Jehovah, by thrust- 
ing out my hand against him, for he is the 
anointed of Jehovah.” (See also 1 Samuel 26: 
9-11.) He likewise showed his godly subjec-
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such subjection. In the following article, we 
will consider the various areas in which we 
can be in subjection to Jehovah God, the 
aids to our being so, and the rewards that 
result.

How Would You Answ er?
□ What form of independence is not 

desirable?

□ What is the root cause for refusing 
to be in subjection?

□ For what reasons do we owe 
Jehovah subjection?

□  What fine examples do the 
Scriptures give of godly subjection?

the Law so that all could see that he was not 
an apostate as far as the Law of Moses was 
concerned. Since his doing so seemed to end 
disastrously with a mob being stirred up 
against him, was his being in subjection to 
those elders a mistake? By no means, as is 
evident from what we read at Acts 23:11: 
“The following night the Lord stood by him 
and said: ‘Be of good courage! For as you 
have been giving a thorough witness on the 
things about me in Jerusalem, so you must 
also bear witness in Rome.’ ”

24 Truly, the Scriptures give us powerful 
reasons for our being in subjection and 
striking examples of those who manifested

24. W hat further aspects of subjection will be 
discussed in the next article?

W h a t  godly  su b je c t io n
REQUIRES OF US

“Subjectyourselves, therefore, to God. "—JAMES 4:7.

He is our Creator, our Judge, our Lawgiver, 
and our King. Every good gift and every 
perfect present comes from him.—Psalm 
100:3; Isaiah 33:22; James 1:17.

2 In view of all these facts, there can be 
no question about our obligation to be in 
subjection to him. But what does this in- 
volve for us? A number of things. Since we 
cannot personally see Jehovah God, subjec- 
tion to him involves heeding the voice of 
an educated conscience, cooperating with

2. Godly subjection involves what things?

a marvelous God Jehovah is! 
chless, peerless, incompara- 
unique in so many ways! He 

is the Most High, the Universal Sovereign 
in whom all true authority resides. He is 
from everlasting to everlasting and so glo- 
rious that no man can see him and yet live. 
(Exodus 33:20; Romans 16:26) He is infinite 
in power and wisdom, absolutely perfect in 
justice, and the very personification of love.

1. What can be said of the kind of God we 
worship?
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5 We must do what we know is right and 
keep from doing what we know is wrong, 
whether others notice it or not. This is so 
even though we might be able to get away 
with either not doing what we should do or 
doing what we should not. It means keeping 
a good relationship with our heavenly Fa- 
ther, bearing in mind the warning that the 
apostle Paul expresses at Hebrews 4:13: 
“There is not a creation that is not manifest 
to his sight, but all things are naked and 
openly exposed to the eyes of him with whom 
we have an accounting.” Persisting in doing 
right will help us to contend with the crafty 
devices of the Devil, to resist the pressures 
of the world, and to battle the inherited ten- 
dency toward selfishness.—Compare Ephe- 
sians 6:11.

Subjection to God’s Organization
6 Jehovah God has not left it entirely up 

to us to decide individually how we are to 
apply Bible principles to our lives. From 
the beginning of mankind’s history, God 
has used humans as channels of communi- 
cation. Thus, Adam was God’s spokesman 
to Eve. The command about the forbidden 
fruit was given to Adam before Eve was 
created, so Adam must have informed Eve 
as to God’s will for her. (Genesis 2:16-23) 
Noah was God’s prophet to his family and 
to the antediluvian world. (Genesis 6:13; 
2 Peter 2:5) Abraham was God’s spokes- 
man to his family. (Genesis 18:19) God’s 
prophet and channel of communication to 
the nation of Israel was Moses. (Exodus 3: 
15, 16; 19:3, 7) After him, down to John 
the Baptizer, many prophets, priests, and 
kings were used by God to communicate his 
will to his people.

5. How can we keep a good relationship with 
Jehovah God?
6. What channels of communication did Jehovah 
use in pre-Christian times?

God’s earthly organization, recognizing sec- 
ular authorities, and respecting the head- 
ship principle within the family circle.

Holding a Good Conscience
3 To keep a good conscience, we must be 

obedient to the unenforceable—that is, to 
laws or principles that humans cannot en- 
force. For example, the tenth command- 
ment of the Decalogue, directed against 
coveting, was unenforceable by human au- 
thorities. Incidentally, this testifies to the 
divine origin of the Decalogue, for no hu- 
man law-making body would have made a 
law that could not be enforced by means of 
sanctions if violated. By this law, Jehovah 
God gave each Israelite the responsibility to 
be his own policeman—if he would have a 
good conscience. (Exodus 20:17) Similarly, 
among the works of the flesh that would 
bar one from inheriting God’s Kingdom are 
“jealousy” and “envies”—reactions against 
which sanctions are not enforceable by hu- 
man judges. (Galatians 5:19-21) But to hold 
a good conscience, we must avoid these.

4Yes, we must live by Bible principles. 
Such principles can be summed up in the 
two commandments th a t Jesus Christ 
enunciated in answer to the question as to 
which was the greatest commandment of 
the Mosaic code. “You must love Jehovah 
your God with your whole heart and with 
your whole soul and with your whole mind.
. . . You must love your neighbor as your- 
self.” (Matthew 22:36-40) Illustrating what 
is involved in the second of these command- 
ments are Jesus’ words recorded at Mat- 
thew 7:12: “All things, therefore, that you 
want men to do to you, you also must like- 
wise do to them; this, in fact, is what the 
Law and the Prophets mean.”

3. To keep a good conscience, we must be obedi- 
ent to what kind of prohibitions?
4. To keep a good conscience, by what Bible 
principles must we live?
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God used Jerusa lem 's tem p le  o rg a n iz a tio n  
to communicate his w il l  to  his p e o p le

13:17: “Be obedient to those who are taking 
the lead among you and be submissive, for 
they are keeping watch over your souls as 
those who will render an account; that they 
may do this with joy and not with sighing, 
for this would be damaging to you.”

Accepting Discipline
9Godly subjection is often a matter of 

accepting discipline from those serving as 
overseers. If we do not always give ourselves 
the necessary discipline, we may need to be 
counseled and disciplined by those having 
the experience and authority to do so, such 
as our congregation elders. To accept such 
discipline is the course of wisdom.—Prov- 
erbs 12:15; 19:20.

10Obviously, elders administering disci- 
pline must themselves be examples of godly

9. Godly subjection is often a matter of what?
10. What obligation do those who administer 
discipline have?

7 With the coming of the Messiah, Jesus 
Christ, God used him and his immediate 
apostles and disciples to serve as His spokes- 
men. Later, the anointed faithful followers 
of Jesus Christ were to serve as a “faithful 
and discreet slave” in communicating to Je- 
hovah’s people how to apply Bible principles 
in their lives. Godly subjection meant rec- 
ognizing the instrument Jehovah God was 
using.—Matthew 24:45-47; Ephesians 4: 
11-14.

8 The facts show that today “the faithful 
and discreet slave” is associated with Je- 
hovah’s Witnesses and represented by the 
Governing Body of these Witnesses. That 
body, in turn, appoints overseers in vari- 
ous capacities—such as elders and travel- 
ing representatives—to direct the work on 
a local level. Godly subjection requires each 
dedicated Witness to be in subjection to 
these overseers in keeping with Hebrews

7, 8. (a) With the coming of the Messiah, who 
have been used as God’s spokesmen? (b) What 
does godly subjection require of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses today?
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serves: “This does not mean that he is to 
obey regulations that are immoral or anti- 
Christian. In such cases it is his duty to 
obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29; cp. 
Dan. 3:16-18; 6:10ff).״

Godly Subjection 
Within the Family Circle

13 Within the family circle, the husband 
and father serves as head. This requires 
that wives heed the counsel given at Ephe- 
sians 5:22, 23: “Let wives be in subjection 
to their husbands as to the Lord, because a 
husband is head of his wife as the Christ 
also is head of the congregation.”* As for 
the children, they do not make their own 
rules but owe godly subjection to both fa- 
ther and mother, as Paul explains at Ephe- 
sians 6:1-3: “Children, be obedient to your 
parents in union with the Lord, for this 
is righteous: ‘Honor your father and your 
mother’; which is the first command with a 
promise: ‘That it may go well with you and 
you may endure a long time on the earth.’ ”

14 Of course, it makes it easier for wives 
and children to render such godly subjec- 
tion when husbands and fathers themselves 
display godly subjection. They do this by 
exercising their headship in keeping with 
Bible principles, such as those found at 
Ephesians 5:28, 29 and 6:4: “In this way 
husbands ought to be loving their wives as 
their own bodies. He who loves his wife 
loves himself, for no man ever hated his own 
flesh; but he feeds and cherishes it, as the

* A pioneer minister praised the respect and lov- 
ing support of his wife to a single pioneer. The 
single pioneer thought his friend should also have 
said something about the other qualities of his wife. 
But years later, when the single pioneer himself got 
married, he realized how vital loving support on the 
part of the wife is to marital bliss.

13. Godly subjection within the family circle re- 
quires what of its members?
14. Godly subjection requires what of family 
heads?

subjection. How? According to Galatians 
6:1, not only should they have a fine manner 
of counseling but they should be exemplary: 
“Brothers, even though a man takes some 
false step before he is aware of it, you who 
have spiritual qualifications try to readjust 
such a man in a spirit of mildness, as you 
each keep an eye on yourself, for fear you 
also may be tempted.” In other words, the 
elder’s counsel must be in line with his ex- 
ample. Such is in harmony with the admo- 
nition given at 2 Timothy 2:24, 25 and at 
Titus 1:9. Yes, those administering reproof 
or correction must be very careful never to 
be harsh. They should always be mild, kind, 
and yet firm in upholding the principles in 
God’s Word. They should be impartial lis- 
teners, refreshing to those who are toiling 
and loaded down.—Compare Matthew 11: 
28-30.

Subjection to the Superior Authorities
11 Godly subjection also requires us to 

obey the secular authorities. We are coun- 
seled at Romans 13:1: “Let every soul be in 
subjection to the superior authorities, for 
there is no authority except by God; the 
existing authorities stand placed in their 
relative positions by God.” These words re- 
quire us, among other things, to obey traffic 
laws and to be conscientious as to the pay- 
ing of taxes and tributes, as the apostle Paul 
notes at Romans 13:7.

12 Clearly, though, all such subjection to 
Caesar must be relative. We must always 
bear in mind the principle that Jesus Christ 
stated, as recorded at Matthew 22:21: “Pay 
back, therefore, Caesar’s things to Caesar, 
but God’s things to God.” A footnote to Ro- 
mans 13:1 in the Oxford N IV  [New Inter- 
national Version] Scofield Study Bible ob-

11. What is required of Christians in their rela- 
tions with secular authorities?
12. In what sense is our subjection to Caesar 
relative?
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16 Second, there is godly fear. Fearing to 
displease Jehovah God will help us because 
it “means the hating of bad.” (Proverbs 
8:13) Unquestionably, the fear of displeas- 
ing Jehovah will keep us from compromis- 
ing because of the fear of man. It will also 
help us to obey God’s instructions no matter 
what difficulties have to be overcome. Fur- 
ther, it will keep us from yielding to temp- 
tations or inclinations toward wrongdoing. 
The Scriptures show that it was the fear of 
Jehovah that enabled Abraham to attempt 
to offer up his beloved son Isaac as a sacri- 
fice, and it was the fear of displeasing Jeho- 
vah that enabled Joseph successfully to re- 
sist the immoral advances of Potiphar’s 
wife.—Genesis 22:12; 39:9.

17 A third aid is faith in Jehovah God. 
Faith will enable us to heed the counsel giv- 
en at Proverbs 3:5, 6: “Trust in Jehovah 
with all your heart and do not lean upon

16. Of what help is godly fear in showing godly 
subjection?
17. What role does faith play in our exercising 
godly subjection?

Areas where we can m a n ife s t 
g o d ly  sub jection

Christ also does the congregation.” “Fa- 
thers, do not be irritating your children, but 
go on bringing them up in the discipline and 
mental-regulating of Jehovah.”

Aids in Manifesting Godly Subjection
15 What will help us to manifest godly 

subjection in these various areas? First, 
there is unselfish love—love for Jehovah 
God and for those he has placed over us. We 
are told at 1 John 5:3: “This is what the 
love of God means, that we observe his com- 
mandments; and yet his commandments 
are not burdensome.” Jesus made the same 
point at John 14:15: “If you love me, you will 
observe my commandments.” Truly, love 
—the foremost fruit of the spirit—will help 
us to appreciate all that Jehovah has done 
for us and will thus help us to exercise godly 
subjection.—Galatians 5:22

15. What fruit of the spirit will help us to man- 
ifest godly subjection?
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Rutherford, the second president of the 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. 
When Hitler banned the work of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses in Germany, the brothers there 
wrote to him asking what they should do in 
view of the ban on their meetings and their 
preaching activity. He mentioned this to 
the Bethel family and frankly admitted that 
he did not know what to tell the German 
brothers, particularly in view of the severe 
sanctions involved. He said that if anyone 
knew what to tell them, he would be glad to 
hear it. What a humble spirit!*

Benefits From
Manifesting Godly Subjection

20 It might well be asked, What are the 
benefits of manifesting godly subjection? 
Many, indeed. We escape the anxieties and 
frustrations that are the lot of those who act 
independently. We enjoy a good relation- 
ship with Jehovah God. We have the best 
of association with our Christian brothers. 
Furthermore, by our comporting ourselves 
lawfully, we avoid having unnecessary trou- 
ble with the secular authorities. We also en- 
joy a happy family life as husbands and 
wives, as parents and children. Moreover, 
by maintaining godly subjection, we act in 
harmony with the counsel given at Proverbs 
27:11: “Be wise, my son, and make my heart 
rejoice, that I may make a reply to him that 
is taunting me.”

*After much prayer and study of God’s Word, 
Joseph Rutherford saw clearly the reply he should 
give to the brothers in Germany. It was not for him 
to tell them what they should or should not do. They 
had God’s Word that clearly told them what they 
should do as to meeting together and witnessing. So 
the German brothers went underground but kept 
obeying Jehovah’s commands to meet together and 
to witness about his name and Kingdom.

20. What blessings result from m anifesting god- 
ly subjection?

your own understanding. In all your ways 
take notice of him, and he himself will make 
your paths straight.״ Especially will faith 
help us when we seem to be suffering un- 
justly or feel we are discriminated against 
because of our race or nationality or because 
of some personality conflict. Some may also 
feel that they have been wrongly passed 
over when not recommended to serve as an 
elder or a ministerial servant. If we have 
faith, we will wait on Jehovah to straighten 
matters out in his due time. In the mean- 
time we may need to cultivate patient en- 
durance.—Lamentations 3:26.

18 A fourth aid is humility. A humble per- 
son has no difficulty in manifesting godly 
subjection because ‘in lowliness of mind, he 
considers that others are superior to him.’ 
A humble person is willing to conduct him- 
self as “a lesser one.” (Philippians 2:2-4; 
Luke 9:48) But the proud person resents 
being in subjection and chafes at it. It has 
been said that such a person would rather 
be ruined by praise than saved by criticism.

19 A fine example of humility and godly 
subjection was once furnished by Joseph

18. What is a fourth aid in our displaying godly 
subjection?
19. What fine example of humility did a former 
president of the Watch Tower Society provide?

Review Questions
□ What men has God used as chan- 

nets of communication, and what 
did his servants owe them?

□  In what various relationships does 
godly subjection apply?

□ What qualities will help us to show 
godly subjection?

□ Godly subjection results in what 
blessings?
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Relief Provisions 
Reflect Christian Love

the Kingdom Halls. Many Christians donat- 
ed clothes from their closets. Others bought 
new items. One brother bought five suits. 
When the surprised storekeeper learned of 
the purpose, he donated five more suits. An- 
other brother bought a box of socks, gloves, 
and scarves. When he explained the pur- 
pose, the owner offered him 30 new suits for 
the price of two. A sports shopkeeper donat- 
ed 100 pairs of new shoes and boots.

All this material was then brought to the 
branch for sorting, repacking, and loading. 
Clothing—equivalent to what 40 semitrail- 
ers would hold—filled large areas at the 
branch! Brothers and sisters worked for 
weeks sorting it into stacks for men, worn- 
en, and children and packing it in cartons. 
Fifteen different semitrailers were used 
to carry the clothing safely to Russia, 
Ukraine, and Estonia.

A brother who drove one of the Soci- 
ety’s trucks eight times to the former 
Soviet Union said: “The reception our 
brothers gave us at the destinations was a 
great reward. They hugged and kissed us, 
and despite their scanty means, they gave 
us a fine lesson in Christian generosity.”

Finland
Despite Finland’s severe recession, wide- 

spread unemployment, and economic prob- 
lems, the willingness among the approx- 
imately 18,000 Finnish brothers to help 
their brothers in the former Soviet Union 
has been great. They sent over 58 tons of 
food in 4,850 cartons to St. Petersburg, Es- 
tonia, Latvia, Lithuania, and Kaliningrad.

CCT TAVE love for the whole associa- 
I I tion of brothers,” the apostle Pe- 
JL JL ter urged his fellow Christians. 

(1 Peter 2:17) Such love was to reach across 
racial, social, and national boundaries, 
drawing people together in genuine brother- 
hood. When material need arose among the 
early Christians, love motivated many to 
give contributions to the apostles for dis- 
tribution to those in need. The record says 
that “they had all things in common.”—Acts 
2:41-45; 4:32.

Such love was manifest when the Govern- 
ing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses, at the 
end of 1991, invited several branches of the 
Watch Tower Society in Western Europe to 
provide food and clothing for their needy 
brothers in Eastern Europe, including parts 
of the former Soviet Union. We here present 
a series of reports from some of the branch- 
es involved.

Sweden
On December 5, 1991, a letter explaining 

the need was mailed to all 348 congrega- 
tions in Sweden. The response was immedi- 
ate. Within a few days, the first semitrailer 
was on its way to St. Petersburg, Russia, 
loaded with 15 tons of flour, cooking fat, 
tinned beef, dried milk, and the like. Local 
Jehovah’s Witnesses unloaded the truck 
and quickly distributed the 750 packages to 
those in need. Later, two more semitrailers 
carried food to Russia. In all, more than 
51.5 tons were shipped from Sweden.

The willingness to donate clothes and 
shoes surpassed all expectations. Stacks of 
packages of clothing accumulated rapidly in
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trucks, which he then donated to the broth- 
ers in Ukraine. On returning home, one of 
the drivers said: “We discovered that we 
brought more back than we had taken. The 
love and the spirit of sacrifice shown by 
our Ukrainian brothers greatly strength- 
ened our faith.”

The drivers had to watch out for robbers 
along the roads in the former Soviet Union. 
A few days before one of the Danish trucks 
passed through, a robbery had taken place 
on that route. A convoy of five trucks with 
food from another relief organization had 
been stopped by robbers using helicopters 
and submachine guns. They took all five 
trucks, leaving the drivers at the roadside. 
Despite such danger, all supplies from the 
Danish branch reached the brothers safe- 
ly. In return, they had a driver take 
home the following note, written 
with great difficulty in En- 
glish: “Dear Danish

They also filled up empty space in trucks 
with 420 cubic feet of clothing. Some 25 
used cars and vans were also donated for 
use in the Kingdom work.

Some of the food boxes reached a con- 
gregation of 14 publishers in Slanti in the 
St. Petersburg area. They expressed great 
appreciation in a letter. “We have ten older 
sisters in our congregation. Many of us are 
seriously ill and cannot stand in lines for 
hours to get food. Our heavenly Father, 
however, gives us no reason to be discour- 
aged in these difficult times but fills our 
hearts with joy. We conduct 43 home Bible 
studies.” When a sister in St. Petersburg 
got her relief parcel, she was so moved that 
she cried for two hours before opening it.

Denmark
In this small country at the gateway of 

the Baltic Sea, some 16,000 Witnesses of 
Jehovah got together and sent to Ukraine 
19 trucks containing 64 tons of food in 
4,200 boxes; 4,600 boxes of high quality 
clothes; and 2,269 pairs of new shoes. A 
brother in Germany let the branch use five

J. From F in land : St. P ete rsburg , Russia; 
Ta llinn  and Tartu, E ston ia ; R iga, L a tv ia ; 
V iln ius and  Kaunas, L ith u a n ia ; K a lin in g ra d , 
Russia; P e trozavodsk, K a re lia

2. From the N e th e rla n d s : Lv iv , U kra ine

3. From Sw eden: St. P ete rsburg , Russia; 
Lviv, U k ra in e ; N ev innom yssk, Russia

4 . From D enm ark: St. P e te rsburg , Russia; 
Lviv, U kra in e

5 . From A u s tr ia : Lv iv , U k ra in e ; B e lgrade, 
M o s ta r, O s ijek , S ara jevo, Z a g re b  (in  fo rm e r 
Y u g o s la v ia )

6. From S w itz e rla n d : Lv iv , U kra in e

7. From Ita ly :  Lv iv , U kra in e



Switzerland
The Swiss branch opens its report by 

quoting from James 2:15, 16: “If a brother 
or a sister is in a naked state and lacking 
the food sufficient for the day, yet a certain 
one of you says to them: ‘Go in peace, keep 
warm and well fed,’ but you do not give 
them the necessities for their body, of what 
benefit is it?” Then the report goes on: 
“This Scripture came to mind when the 
Governing Body of Jehovah’s Witnesses in- 
vited us to provide material help to our 
needy brothers.

“At once everyone got busy! In just two 
days, 12 tons of food in 600 parcels were 
sent to Ukraine with three trucks from Ger- 
many, which were to be donated to the work 
there. The news that all had arrived safely 
caused great joy among our brothers here. 
Meanwhile, the congregations collected 
clothing, and soon our branch was inundat- 
ed with cartons, suitcases, and bags! Those 
containing children’s wear included some 
toys from Swiss children for unknown 
friends in the far North. Quite a few choco- 
late bars found their way between layers of 
clothing too.”

How was all of this to be delivered? The 
report says: “The branch in France came to 
our aid by putting two semitrailers and four 
drivers at our disposal. In addition, one 
truck from our branch and four more be- 
longing to local brothers were needed for 
hauling the 72 tons to Ukraine.” The con- 
voy, 500 feet long, safely reached the depot 
in Lviv, where about a hundred local broth- 
ers waited to unload the trucks. The drivers 
reported that the language barrier was no 
obstacle because their faces reflected deep 
appreciation.

Austria
The Austrian brothers sent 48.5 tons of 

food, 5,114 cartons of clothes, and 6,700 
pairs of shoes to Lviv and Uzhgorod in

brothers and sisters: We have received your 
aid. Jehovah will reward you.”

The Netherlands
The Netherlands branch sent 52 tons of 

food in 2,600 parcels. They were delivered 
to Ukraine in two different convoys. Each 
time the six trucks were left behind, as they 
were donated by brothers in Germany for 
the Kingdom work in the East. Ukrainian 
brothers forwarded most of the food to Mos- 
cow, Siberia, and other places where there 
was great need. Moreover, 26,000 cubic feet 
of clothes and shoes were donated by the 
Dutch brothers. They were brought to Lviv 
in Ukraine on 11 trucks in a convoy escorted 
by a private car.

After a long ride through Germany 
and Poland, the convoy passed smoothly 
through Ukraine customs, and reached the 
outskirts of Lviv at 3:00 a.m. The drivers 
report: “In a short time, a force of 140 broth- 
ers was on hand to unload the trucks. Before 
starting the work, these humble brothers 
showed their reliance on Jehovah, offering 
a united prayer. When the task was fin- 
ished, they again assembled for a prayer of 
thanks to Jehovah. After enjoying the hos- 
pitality of the local brothers, who gave 
abundantly of the little they had, we were 
escorted to the main road, where they of- 
fered a prayer at the roadside before taking 
leave of us.

“During the long ride home, there was 
much to think back on—the hospitality of 
the brothers in Germany and Poland, and 
that of our brothers in Lviv; their strong 
faith and prayerful attitude; their hospital- 
ity in providing accommodations and food 
while being in needy circumstances them- 
selves; their display of unity and closeness; 
and their gratitude. We also thought of our 
brothers and sisters back home, who had 
given so generously.”
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<4 C artons o f clothes  Ϊ■?/ |  
in  Sweden branch  I gA, ά

M  Loading re lie f
p rov is ions  ►

Food item s in one pa rce l ► 

^  Bacon and  ham from  D enm ark WITT!

A  C onvoy o f 1 1 trucks and 1 car

Parcels and suitcases 
a t A u s tria  branch

U n load ing  truck a t L v iv , U kra ine  ►

Regarding donated clothing, the report 
continues: “We used an Assembly Hall as 
the central depot. Truckload upon truckload 
kept pouring in, until there was no more 
room. As in the days of Moses, the people 
had to be restrained from bringing any 
more. (Exodus 36:6) Even some persons 
who are not Witnesses of Jehovah donated

Ukraine. They also sent 7 tons of food, 1,418 
boxes of clothes, and 465 pairs of shoes to 
Belgrade, Mostar, Osijek, Sarajevo, and Za- 
greb in former Yugoslavia. The branch re- 
port says: “We had 12 loaded semitrailers, 
traveling 21,000 miles. Most of this trans- 
porting was done by a brother and his son 
who have a trucking business.”
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parents was to help those brothers.’ She put 
a considerable sum of money in the contri- 
bution box. Ί  hope to continue getting good 
grades, so that I will be able to send more 
money,’ she said.” The branch report con- 
eludes by saying that the letters of warm 
appreciation from the brothers in Ukraine, 
the many words of appreciation of the Ital- 
ian brothers, and the fine experiences in 
preparing and delivering the supplies were 
moving, encouraging, and unifying.

Food for Thousands of Delegates
The first international convention of Je- 

hovah’s Witnesses in the former Soviet 
Union was held at the Kirov Stadium in 
St. Petersburg in Russia, June 26-28, 1992. 
This milestone convention, with the theme 
“Light Bearers,” was attended by over 46,- 
200 delegates from 28 countries. It offered 
another opportunity to display Christian 
love “for the whole association of brothers.” 
—1 Peter 2:17.

Tons of food from Denmark, Finland, 
Sweden, and other lands in Western Europe 
were handed out free to thousands of con- 
vention delegates from the former U.S.S.R., 
to be consumed during the convention. As 
they left the convention after the final ses- 
sion, they were also given a food parcel with 
provisions for their journey home.

The reports mentioned here show that 
the giving has not been going one way 
—eastward—only. There has been an inter- 
change of giving. Food and clothing east- 
ward, yes, but westward innumerable 
heartwarming expressions of love and 
faith-inspiring experiences reflecting the 
perseverance and faithfulness of thousands 
of Jehovah’s worshipers during decades of 
pressure and hardship. Thus, both sides 
have experienced the truth of Jesus’ words: 
“There is more happiness in giving than 
there is in receiving.”—Acts 20:35.

money, ‘because,’ they said, ‘this way we 
know that the persons in need will get it.’ 
We also got much needed empty cartons 
from worldly firms without cost.” The broth- 
ers and sisters who sorted and packed every- 
thing were from 9 to 80 years of age. They 
even tried to match the proper tie and shirt 
to each suit.

The report states: “The authorities in 
Austria and on the borders have been very 
helpful in making the various relief trans- 
ports possible and in issuing the necessary 
papers so that all the deliveries could be 
made with less difficulty.”

Italy
From Rome as much as 188 tons of food 

were sent in two big truck convoys across 
Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Poland to the 
former Soviet Union. Each convoy team in- 
eluded six drivers, a mechanic, an auto elec- 
trician, an interpreter, a forwarding agent, 
a cook, a doctor, a convoy leader in a jeep, 
and a brother with a camper.

The food was acquired from seven sup- 
pliers. The branch reports: “When our sup- 
pliers heard the reason for the initiative, 
some of them wished to participate. Several 
hundred pounds of pasta and rice, as well as 
the packing boxes, were donated by worldly 
suppliers. Still others donated snow tires for 
the trucks or offered to contribute money.

“The brothers in Italy appreciated this 
opportunity to help. Children wanted to 
contribute too. A five-year-old boy sent a 
small contribution that he hoped would buy 
‘a tin of tuna as high as the sky for the 
brothers in Russia.’ For her good grades in 
school, a little girl received money from her 
grandparents to buy a present for her par- 
ents. ‘But,’ she wrote, ‘when I realized that 
many of my brothers do not have all the 
good things to eat that I have, I thought 
that the best present that I could buy my
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I FOUND SATISFACTION 
IN SERVING GOD

AS TOLD BY JOSHUA THONGOANA

Back in 1942,1 was very confused. I was studying literature published by the 
Seventh-Day Adventists and literature published by the Watch Tower Society. Like 
the Israelites of old, I was “limping upon two different opinions.”—1 Kings 18:21.

ed scriptures to disprove 
these doctrines.—John 
14:19, 28.

The answer from the 
“Voice of Prophecy” sim- 
ply said that they knew 
“the Watch Tower peo- 
pie,” but did not agree 
with their teachings. No 
reasons were given. So I 
decided in favor of the 
Watch Tower Society, 
which is a legal agency 
used by Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. Today, after 50 
years of association with 
the Witnesses, how hap- 
py I am that I made that 
right decision!

Religious Background
I was born in 1912 in a rural area called 

Makanye, east of the South African town of 
Pietersburg. Makanye was then under the 
religious control of the Anglican Church, so 
I became a member of that church. When I 
was ten, our family moved to a locality 
dominated by the Lutheran Berlin Mission 
Church, and my parents joined that church. 
I soon qualified to attend the Communion 
service and to take a morsel of bread and a 
sip of wine, but it did not satisfy my spiri- 
tual needs.

THE Seventh-Day 
Adventists were 
sending me print- 
ed lectures called “Voice 

of Prophecy.” I enjoyed 
answering their ques- 
tions, and they promised 
to give me a beautiful 
certificate if I passed all 
my tests. But I noticed 
that both the “Voice of 
Prophecy” and the pub- 
lications of the Watch 
Tower Society were 
mailed from the South 
African city of Cape 
Town. I wondered: ‘Do 
these o rgan izations 
know each other? Do 
their teachings agree? If not, who is right?’ 

To settle the matter, I sent similar letters 
to each organization. For example, I wrote 
to the Watch Tower Society: “Do you know 
the people associated with the ‘Voice of 
Prophecy,’ and if you do, what do you say 
about their teachings?” In time, I received 
answers from both groups. The letter from 
the Watch Tower Society said that they 
knew of the “Voice of Prophecy” but ex- 
plained that its teachings, such as the Trin- 
ity and Christ’s return to earth in the 
flesh, are unscriptural. Their letter includ-
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But contrary to my expectations, the book 
stated that the dead are in their graves and 
do not know anything. Verses from the 
Bible, such as Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10, were 
quoted in support. Another chapter was 
entitled “Awakening the Dead,” and John 5: 
28, 29 was cited as proof that the dead are 
unconscious and are awaiting a resurrec- 
tion. This made sense. It was satisfying.

It was at that time, in 1942, that I 
severed my relationship with the “Voice of 
Prophecy” and began telling others about 
the things I was learning from the publica- 
tions of the Watch Tower Society. One of 
the first to respond was a friend, Judah 
Letsoalo, who had been one of my class- 
mates at Kilnerton Training Institution.

Judah and I cycled 32 miles to attend an 
assembly of African Witnesses in Pieters- 
burg. Afterward, friends from Pietersburg 
often came all the way to Mamatsha to help 
me present the Kingdom message to my 
neighbors. Eventually, at another assembly 
in Pietersburg, in December 1944, I was 
baptized in symbol of my dedication to 
Jehovah.

My Family and Others Respond
Caroline, Priscilla, and my daughter 

Damaris, continued going to the Dutch Re-

Witnessing in Seshego 
to w n sh ip , South A fr ic a

After finishing eight years 
of schooling, I was sent by my 
father to the Kilnerton Train- 
ing Institution, and in 1935, I 
received a Third Year Teach- 
er’s Certificate. One of the 
teachers I worked with was a 
young woman, Caroline. We 
got married, and later Caroline 
gave birth to a baby girl whom 
we named Damaris. A few 
years later, I became the head 
teacher at Sehlale School in 
the rural village of Mamatsha.
Since the school was run by the Dutch 
Reformed Church, we joined that church, 
attending its services regularly. We did this 
because it was the fashionable thing to do, 
but it did not bring me satisfaction.

A Turning Point
One Sunday in 1942, we were practicing 

hymns at the church when a young white 
man appeared at the door with three books 
published by the Watch Tower Society 
—Creation, Vindication, and Preparation. I 
thought the books would look nice on my 
library shelf, so I accepted them for three 
shillings. Later I learned that the man, 
Tienie Bezuidenhout, was one of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, the only one in the area. On 
Tienie’s next visit, he brought a pho- 
nograph and played some lectures by 
Judge Rutherford. I thoroughly enjoyed the 
one known as “Snare and Racket,” but 
Caroline and my sister Priscilla, who was 
living with us, did not. On Tienie’s third 
visit, he gave me the phonograph so that I 
could play the records for friends.

One day I scanned through the pages of 
the book Creation and came across the 
chapter “Where are the Dead?” I started 
reading in hopes of learning about the joys 
experienced by departed souls in heaven.
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Meanwhile our small congregation con- 
tinued to grow. Eventually, my two older 
sisters and their husbands became Wit- 
nesses and all remained faithful until their 
death. Also, many from the Boyne congre- 
gation (now called Mphogodiba) took up the 
full-time evangelizing work, and a number 
are still in that service. Now, there are two 
congregations in this vast area of scattered 
rural villages, and a total of over 70 pub- 
lishers are active in the preaching work.

A New Career
In 1949, I stopped teaching school and 

became a regular pioneer minister. My first 
assignment was to call on black farm labor- 
ers who lived on white-owned farms around 
Vaalwater in the Transvaal. Some farm 
owners advocated the recently adopted pol- 
icy of apartheid and were determined that 
blacks should acknowledge their supposed 
inferiority to whites and should serve their 
white masters. So when I preached to black 
laborers, some whites mistook me for a 
preacher of insubordination. Some even ac- 
cused me of being a Communist and threat- 
ened to shoot me.

I reported the situation to the Watch 
Tower Society's branch office, and I was 
soon transferred to another assignment in 
a rural area called Duiwelskloof. About this 
time my wife also quit her teaching job and 
joined me in the pioneer service. One after- 
noon in 1950, we returned from field service 
to find a large envelope from the Society. To 
our surprise it contained an invitation for 
me to receive training as a traveling over- 
seer. For three years we visited congrega- 
tions in South Africa, and then in 1953 
we were assigned to Lesotho, a landlocked 
country in the heart of South Africa.

Ministry in Lesotho and Botswana
When we began serving in Lesotho, there 

were many rumors that strangers were

formed Church. Then calamity struck. Car- 
oline gave birth to our second child—a 
seemingly healthy baby boy we named Sam- 
uel. But suddenly he became ill and died. 
Caroline's church friends offered no com- 
fort, saying God wanted our son to be with 
him in heaven. In distress, Caroline kept 
asking: “Why would God take our son 
away?"

When word of our calamity reached the 
Witnesses in Pietersburg, they came over 
and gave us genuine comfort based on 
God's Word. Caroline later said: “What the 
Bible said about the cause of death, about 
the condition of the dead, and about the 
hope of a resurrection made sense, and I 
was greatly comforted. I wanted to be in the 
new world and receive my son back from 
the grave.”

Caroline stopped going to church, and in 
1946 she, Priscilla, and Judah were bap- 
tized. Soon after his baptism, Judah left to 
open up the preaching work in a rural area 
called Mamahlola, and he remained faithful 
until his death in 1991.

When Judah left, I was the only male 
remaining to care for our congregation, 
which was named Boyne. Then Gracely 
Mahlatji moved into our territory, and 
eventually he married Priscilla. Each week, 
Gracely and I would take turns giving pub- 
lie talks in Sepedi, the local African lan- 
guage. To make Bible literature available 
for the people, the Society asked me to 
translate literature into Sepedi. It brought 
me great satisfaction to see people benefit 
from this literature.

To boost our public meeting campaign, 
we bought a transcription machine with a 
large loudspeaker in order to play Bible 
lectures throughout our territory. We bor- 
rowed a cart drawn by donkeys to carry this 
heavy equipment from place to place. As a 
result, our neighbors nicknamed us “People 
of the Donkey Church.”
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to-house preaching was done cautiously, 
without using the Society’s literature. Once 
we were caught working near the village of 
Maphashalala and were arrested. In our 
defense we read from the Bible, referring to 
our commission as recorded at Matthew 28: 
19, 20. Although some of the counselors 
were impressed, the chief ordered that the 
local Witnesses be flogged. Then, to our 
surprise, the clergyman pleaded with the 
chief to be lenient and pardon us. The chief 
complied, and we were released.

In spite of the persecution and the ban on 
our literature, the Kingdom work contin- 
ued to progress. When I arrived in Bo- 
tswana, there was a peak of 154 publishers. 
Three years later when the ban was lifted, 
that figure had grown to 192. Today, there 
are 777 Witnesses of Jehovah preaching in 
that land.

Teaching and Translating
In time, I was used as an instructor in 

the Kingdom Ministry School for Christian 
elders. Later I enjoyed the privilege of be- 
ing an instructor in the Pioneer Service 
School. My wife and I also served periodi- 
cally in the South Africa branch. On such 
occasions I helped with translating, and 
Caroline worked in the kitchen.

One day in 1969, the branch overseer, 
Frans Muller, approached me and said: 
“Brother Thongoana, I would like to see you 
and your wife in my office.” There he ex- 
plained that we had been among those 
selected as delegates to the 1969 “Peace on 
Earth” Convention in London. We enjoyed 
the loving hospitality of our brothers in 
England and Scotland, and it greatly in- 
creased our appreciation for the worldwide 
brotherhood.

For the past four decades, Caroline has 
been a loyal companion in our career as 
full-time evangelizers. We have shared 
many joys and some sorrows together.

often the target of ritual murder. Both my 
wife and I were concerned, but the love of 
our Sotho brothers and their hospitality 
soon helped us forget such fears.

To serve congregations in Lesotho’s Ma- 
luti Mountains, I used to take an airplane, 
leaving my wife in the lowlands where she 
continued in the pioneer service until my 
return. The friends kindly escorted me 
from one congregation to another to help 
me avoid getting lost in the mountains.

Once I was told that to reach the next 
congregation, we would have to cross the 
Orange River on horseback. I was assured 
that my horse was gentle but was cautioned 
that when the water becomes too strong, 
horses often try to get rid of their loads. I 
was worried because I was neither a good 
rider nor a good swimmer. Soon we were in 
the river, and the water came as high as the 
saddles. I was so frightened that I let go of 
the reins and held on to the horse’s mane. 
What a relief when we arrived safely on the 
opposite bank!

That night I could hardly sleep because 
my body was so sore from riding the horse. 
But it was worth all the discomfort because 
the friends showed great appreciation for 
the visit. When I started the circuit work 
in Lesotho, there was a peak of 113 publish- 
ers. Today, that figure has grown to 1,649.

In 1956 our preaching assignment was 
changed to the Bechuanaland Protectorate, 
now called Botswana. Botswana is a much 
larger country, and much longer distances 
needed to be covered to reach all the pub- 
fishers. We traveled either by train or in an 
open truck. There were no seats, so we had 
to sit on the floor with our luggage. We 
often arrived at our destination very dusty 
and tired. Our Christian brothers always 
welcomed us, and their happy faces re- 
freshed us.

At the time, the Society’s publications 
were under ban in Botswana, so our house-
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congregation in Seshego, an African town- 
ship near Pietersburg. I serve as presiding 
overseer. The Bible states that “rejoicing to 
satisfaction is with [Jehovah’s] face,” and 
I have indeed found joy and satisfaction 
serving God in southern Africa.—Psalm 
16:11.

Though we lost two of our children in death, 
our daughter, Damaris, grew up to be a 
fine Witness and also shared in translation 
work at the South Africa branch.

Our health no longer allows us to share 
in the traveling work, so for the past few 
years, we have been special pioneers in a

“Good Morning! Do You 
Know What God’s Name Is?”

“During the fair, when a person came to 
our table, we would say: ‘Good morning! Do 
you know what God’s name is?’ After giv- 
ing the visitor an opportunity to respond, 
we continued: ‘Look here! Several Bible 
translations show that his name is Jeho- 
vah,’ pointing out the name in different Bi- 
bles, such as that of Joao Ferreira de Al- 
meida, The Jerusalem Bible, and the New 
World Translation. Then we played the 
scene where the movie’s main character 
highlights Jehovah as the name of God. 
When people showed interest, we gave 
them a magazine or a tract with more in- 
formation.

“One of the youths who came to our table 
asked for the book Questions Young People 
Ask—Answers That Work. Our teacher ex- 
amined the book Making Your Family Life 
Happy and exclaimed: ‘My! What an inter- 
esting book!’ By the end of the fair, we 
had placed 7 books, 18 tracts, and 67 mag- 
azines. We were awarded third place at the 
fair. But above all, we were very happy for 
the privilege of making known the divine 
name, Jehovah.”

AT THE branch office of Jehovah’s Wit- 
ΖΛ  nesses in Brazil, the following letter 
JL JL was received from 12-year-old twin 

sisters in the city of Fortaleza:
“Back in 1990 when we were in fifth 

grade, our school organized a science, art, 
and cultural fair. We explained to the 
teacher that we wanted our presentation to 
be different from what the other students 
were planning to prepare. Since she had 
heard us talk about Jehovah and the Bible 
before, she suggested: ‘Then you can write 
about your God!’

“We saw this as an opportunity to give a 
witness and decided to put together an ex- 
hibit with Bible literature that focused on 
Jehovah’s name. We prepared an enlarged 
reproduction of the words of Psalm 83:18 
and glued it to a picture of an open Bible. 
Also, we placed on a table different Bible 
translations containing the name Jehovah. 
On the same table, we displayed an assort- 
ment of Bible literature. At the end of the 
table, we set up a VCR and TV set to show 
visitors one example where the name Jeho- 
vah was used in a very popular movie.
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Tobacco and the Clergy
appetites and the outward senses are de- 
praved, does the inner man, the moral na- 
ture, become gross. The pure spirit will not, 
cannot, dwell in a filthy tenement. There is 
a natural correspondence between material 
and spiritual things, so that the qualities of 
one denote the character of the other. A 
professor of religion and slave of tobacco. . .  
He may acknowledge, in all candor and sin- 
cerity, that tobacco-using is a pernicious 
custom, morally wrong; yet he may find an 
impulse within, a law of his members, artifi- 
daily produced, prompting him with insa- 
tiate cravings to continue the practice, and 
this artificial law may be stronger than his 
natural reason and conscience combined. Is 
not tobacco-using a palpable violation of one 
of God’s laws implanted in our organization? 
Is not an infraction of any one of God’s laws 
a transgression and a sin? And if a man 
habitually lives in the violation of one of 
God’s laws, will not the transition be easy 
and natural to a violation of other laws? And 
lastly, how can any man stand up as a moral 
teacher, who, in his own conduct, commends 
to his fellow-creatures a life of continual 
transgression against the laws of his being?”

In Our Next Issue

Rejoice in the Clean Earth Ahead!

What Is Wrong W ith the 
Love of Money?

Caring for the Aged 
— Challenges and Rewards

OVER 115 years ago, medical doctor 
John Cowan wrote a book entitled 

The Use of Tobacco vs. Purity, Chas- 
tity and Sound Health. In view of what has 
been learned about the harmful effects of 
tobacco in recent years, his observations on 
its use by clergymen were farsighted and are 
relevant for anyone seeking to serve God 
today. In chapter 4, dealing with the moral 
effect of tobacco use, Dr. Cowan remarked: 

“If the use of tobacco is physically wrong 
—as has been clearly shown—it must of a 
necessity be morally wrong; for it is a physi- 
ological law that ‘whatever depraves or irri- 
tates the body, thereby depraves the nervous 
system, and through it the brain, and there- 
by the mind.’ A man’s mind—his thoughts, 
his expressions, his deeds, are influenced by 
the way he uses or abuses his physical na- 
ture. Tobacco is, in its very name and asso- 
ciations, filthy, and—taking no heed of the 
harm it does—how can clean, pure, just, 
moral feelings and actions originate or be 
developed in the mind. As well suppose—if 
such a thing could be supposed—that Christ, 
while living His exemplary life on earth 
—teaching and preaching purity, chasti- 
ty, love and charity—smoked, snuffed and 
chewed. Does not the very thought sound 
sacrilegious? And yet ministers—followers, 
preachers, and expounders of His laws and 
doctrines—foul their bodies and taint their 
souls with the filthy, poisonous weed. Can 
such men, or their followers, lead Christ-like 
lives—high, moral lives? I think not.

“Try, if you can, to entertain the idea of a 
gluttonous eater, a winebibber, or a tobacco- 
user, in connection with holiness of heart? 
There is something unnatural, revolting, re- 
pulsive in the association. Just as the bodily
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QUESTIONS FROM READERS

the year for Jehovah's Witnesses. Jesus' words 
show why; he said: "Keep doing this in remem- 
brance of me." (Luke 22:19) Thus, each of Jeho- 
vah's Witnesses should plan months ahead to keep 
the date of the celebration free of any other ap- 
pointments. The Lord's Evening Meal will be cele- 
brated on Tuesday, April 6, 1993, after sundown 
locally.

In rare cases some unforeseen circumstance, such 
as illness or travel complications, might prevent a 
Christian from attending as he or she had planned. 
What should be done in such a situation?

During the celebration unleavened bread and red 
wine are passed, and those who have been anoint- 
ed with God's holy spirit and chosen for life in 
heaven partake. (Matthew 2 6 :2 6 2 9 ־ ; Luke 22: 
2 8 3 0 ־ ) If one who has each year been partaking is 
this year confined to a sickbed at home or in a 
hospital, elders of the local congregation will ar- 
range for one of them to take some of the bread and 
wine to the sick one, discuss appropriate Bible texts 
on the subject, and serve the emblems. If an anoint- 
ed Christian is away from his home congregation, 
he should arrange to go to a congregation in the 
area where he will be on that date.

In view of this, it would only be under very 
exceptional circumstances that an anointed Chris- 
tian would have to celebrate the Lord's Evening 
Meal 30 days later (one lunar month), in line with 
the command at Numbers 9:10, 11 and the example 
at 2 Chronicles 3 0 : 1 1 5 ־3,  .

Those who are of Jesus' "other sheep" class, with 
the hope of everlasting life on a paradise earth, are 
not under command to partake of the bread and 
the wine. (John 10:16) It is important to attend the 
annual celebration, but they do not partake of the 
emblems. So if one of them is sick or is traveling and 
thus not with any congregation that evening, he or 
she could privately read over appropriate scrip- 
tures (including the account of Jesus' instituting the 
celebration) and pray for Jehovah's blessing on the 
event worldwide. But in this case there is no need 
for any additional arrangement for a meeting or a 
special Biblical discussion a month later.

I f  a C h ris tia n  is s ick o r is tra v e lin g  a n d  thus 
n o t a b le  to  be a t the M e m o ria l c e le b ra tio n , 
should he c e le b ra te  i t  a m o n th  la te r?

In ancient Israel the Passover was held annually 
on the 14th day of the first month, named Nisan (or, 
Abib). But we find a special provision at Numbers 
9:10, 11: "Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 
'Although any man of you or of your generations 
should happen to be unclean by a soul or off on a 
distant journey, he too must prepare the passover 
sacrifice to Jehovah. In the second month [named 
lyyar, or Ziv], on the fourteenth day between the 
two evenings, they should prepare it. Together with 
unfermented cakes and bitter qreens they should 
eat it.״׳

Notice that this did not establish two alternative 
dates for the Passover (Nisan 14 or Ziv 14), with 
any Israelite or household free to choose, depend- 
ing on convenience. The provision of a Passover 
meal in the second month was limited. It was an 
exception for an Israelite who was ceremonially 
unclean on Nisan 14 or was at a great distance 
from where the regular celebration was held.

The only recorded instance of this being widely 
used was at the time when faithful King Hezekiah 
revived the observance of the Festival of Unfer- 
mented Cakes. There was no time to get ready for 
the first month (the priests not being ready nor the 
people gathered), so it was held on the 14th day of 
the second month.— 2 Chronicles 29:17; 30:1-5.

Other than such exceptional circumstances, the 
Jews kept the Passover on the date that God desig- 
nated. (Exodus 12:17-20, 41, 42; Leviticus 23:5) 
Jesus and his disciples celebrated as the Law re- 
quired, not treating this date casually. Luke reports: 
"The day of the unfermented cakes now arrived, on 
which the passover victim must be sacrificed; and 
[Jesus] dispatched Peter and John, saying: 'Go and 
get the passover ready for us to e a t. '"— Luke 22:
7, 8.

On that occasion Jesus instituted the annual cele- 
bration that Christians know as the Lord's Evening 
Meal. The value of Christians' attending cannot be 
overemphasized. This is the most important event in
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“The Lilies of the Field”
glory was arrayed as one o f these. If, now, 
God thus clothes the vegetation o f the 
field, . . . will he not much rather clothe 
you?”—Matthew 6 .־2830:

Does this mean that a Christian does not 
need to work for a living? By no means! 
A Christian works as hard as necessary to 
pay his bills. The apostle Paul said: “If any- 
one does not want to work, neither let him 
eat.” (2 Thessalonians 3:10) Nevertheless, 
the Christian is conscious o f God’s loving 
care and has faith that his heavenly Father 
watches over him. Thus, he is not thrown 
off balance by the anxieties o f life. Even 
in difficult times, he puts first things 
—spiritual things—first. He believes Je־ 
sus’ words: “Keep on, then, seeking first 
the kingdom and his righteousness, and 
all these other things will be added to 
you.”—Matthew 6:33.

UNEMPLOYMENT. Rising prices. 
Poverty. Economic depression. 
These words appear with increas- 

ing frequency in the news bulletins. And 
they reflect the difficulties that millions 
face as they try to feed and clothe their 
families and keep a roof over their heads.

Believers and unbelievers alike are affect- 
ed. But believers are not left to themselves 
in facing those problems. Jesus, speaking 
to humble people o f the first century, said: 
“Observe intently the birds o f heaven, be- 
cause they do not sow seed or reap or gather 
into storehouses; still your heavenly Fa- 
ther feeds them. Are you not worth more 
than they are?”—Matthew 6:26.

Jesus also said: “Take a lesson from the 
lilies o f the field, how they are growing; 
they do not toil, nor do they spin; but I 
say to you that not even Solomon in all his


