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What Really Is the Gospel?
ideas for political or social reformation. In 
doing so they have disregarded the real Gos­
pel. The Brazilian magazine Veja comment­
ed: “The Catholic Church began to favor the 
social kingdom, ignoring the spiritual needs 
of its faithful. Those who sought the word 
God in a sermon often found only rhetorical 
arguments against social injustices.”

An improvement in living conditions or 
a change in political systems may be good 
news to some. Yet, such is not the good 
news, the Gospel. Admitting his church’s 
failure to preach the real Gospel, one bishop 
said: “We neglected the spiritual teaching 
of our faithful since the 60’s because of a 
materialistic interference in our doctrine.”

A report in the U.S. news magazine Time 
suggests that Protestants too have lost 
sight of the Gospel. The magazine observes: 
“Not only are the traditional denominations 
failing to get their message across; they are 
increasingly unsure just what that message 
is.” What should their message be? What is 
the Gospel?

Identifying the Gospel
Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictio­

nary defines “Gospel” as “the message

DURING the Christmas season, peo­
ple in many lands hear about, and 
even personally speak about, the 

Gospel. The term is very common, but does 
it have more meaning than most imagine? 
Could the Gospel mean something out­
standingly good for you and your loved 
ones?

“Gospel” means “good news,” and surely, 
good news is welcome not just at Christmas­
time but anytime. However, the Gospel is 
not just any good news. It is a specific good 
news from a definite source about a partic­
ular subject. It is, in fact, a message that 
God has appointed to be announced to all 
mankind.

Eugenio Salles, archbishop of Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, spoke about that good news 
when he urged: “We should act in harmony 
with the Gospel and not in the light of ide­
ologies.” The archbishop was correct. To act 
in harmony with the Gospel, however, re­
quires that we know what the Gospel is. 
How can we learn that? And how will acting 
in harmony with the Gospel help us?

What Is the Gospel?
The nature of the Gospel is often misun­

derstood. In 1918 the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America hailed the 
now defunct League of Nations as the polit­
ical expression of the Kingdom of God on 
earth and declared that it was “rooted in 
the Gospel.” That body failed dismally in its 
goal to preserve peace. Clearly, the council 
was wrong. The League of Nations had 
nothing to do with the Gospel.

In recent years promoters of lib­
eration theology have freely brought 
up the Gospel when talking about their



concerning Christ, the kingdom of God, and 
salvation.” The word “gospel” is also defined 
as “an interpretation of the Christian mes­
sage (the social gospel)” ; “the message or 
teachings of a religious teacher.” Do all 
these definitions apply? No, not if we are 
speaking of the Gospel. The real Gospel is 
based on the Bible; hence, only the first of 
those three definitions is accurate. The last 
two merely reflect the way that the word 
“gospel” has come to be used today.

In harmony with this thought, Vine’s Ex­
pository Dictionary of New Testament Words 
says that in the Christian Greek Scriptures 
(the “New Testament” ), the Gospel “denotes 
the good tidings of the Kingdom of God and 
of salvation through Christ, to be received 
by faith, on the basis of His expiatory 
death.” It is important to understand this 
because a correct understanding of the true 
good news has much to do with our present 
well-being and future happiness.

A Distinct Message
As the foregoing reference work shows, 

the Gospel is closely linked with Jesus 
Christ—so much so that the four Bible ac­
counts of his life on earth are called the four 
Gospels. Right from the beginning of his 
human life, news about Jesus was good 
news. When announcing his birth, an an­
gel said: “Look! I am declaring to you good 
news [or, gospel] of a great joy that all the 
people will have, because there was born to 
you today a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
—Luke 2:10, 11.

The newborn Jesus would grow up to be 
the Christ, the promised Messiah. He would 
reveal God’s purpose for salvation, give up 
his perfect human life in behalf of mankind, 
be resurrected, and then become the chosen 
King of God’s Kingdom. Good news indeed! 
That is why the message about him is called 
the Gospel.

During his short earthly ministry, Jesus 
was very zealous in preaching the good 
news. We read in the Gospel of Matthew: 
“Jesus set out on a tour of all the cities and 
villages, teaching in their synagogues and 
preaching the good news of the kingdom.” 
(Matthew 9:35) His preaching was not just 
to make people feel better. Mark records 
Jesus as saying: “The appointed time has 
been fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 
drawn near. Be repentant, you people, and 
have faith in the good news.” (Mark 1:15) 
Yes, those who responded and obeyed the 
good news found that it changed their lives.

After Jesus’ death, his followers contin­
ued to preach the Gospel. Not only did they 
speak about the Kingdom but they added 
the happy news that Jesus had been resur­
rected to God’s right hand in the heavens 
and had offered the value of his perfect hu­
man life in behalf of mankind. As the one 
chosen by God to rule over all the earth as 
King of God’s Kingdom, he would be God’s 
Agent in destroying God’s enemies and in 
restoring the earth to a paradise.—Acts 2: 
32-36; 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10; Hebrews 9: 
24-28; Revelation 22:1-5.

Today, the good news includes a further 
element. According to all the evidence of the 
fulfillment of prophecy, Jesus has now been 
enthroned, and we are living in the last days 
of this system of things. (2 Timothy 3:1-5; 
Revelation 12:7-12) The time when the 
Kingdom will act against God’s enemies 
is rapidly approaching. What better news 
could there be?

We will see in the following article how 
powerful the Gospel is. It helped one woman 
who was ensnared by black magic to find 
freedom. It helped a man in prison for rob­
bery to find happiness. And it will greatly 
benefit you also—if you listen to and obey 
the good news.

4 THE WATCHTOWER—DECEMBER 15, 1992



How Can the Gospel 
Benefit You?

THE Bible is highly regarded for its lit­
erary value—even by some atheists. 
Really, though, few read it in order to 

apply what it says. Moreover, since the good 
news it contains dates from nearly two 
thousand years ago, many people seem 
to believe that it should be modernized, 
brought up-to-date. Is the Gospel archaic or 
obsolete? Not at all.

There are men and women, young and old, 
numbering into the millions, who know that 
the Bible is an invaluable source of help. It 
is as the preface of Today’s English Version 
reads: “The Bible is not simply great litera­
ture to be admired and revered; it is Good 
News for all people everywhere—a message 
both to be understood and to be applied in 
daily life.”

What does the Gospel mean to you? Do 
you use it as a guide in your daily life? Con­
sider how the good news benefited some who 
listened to it in the first century and how 
some have benefited in our time.

People Helped by the Gospel
In Jesus’ day individuals such as hard­

working fishermen and housewives were at­
tracted by the good news and learned the 
truth about God’s purpose for man. The 
good news radically changed their lives and 
often brought them profound relief. For ex­
ample, Mary Magdalene was cured of demon 
possession. Zacchaeus, formerly a chief tax 
collector, abandoned his greedy way of life. 
(Luke 8:2; 19:1-10) The blind and the lepers 
were helped when they came to Jesus, the 
one preaching the good news. (Luke 17: 
11-19; John 9:1-7) Jesus could rightly say: 
“The blind are seeing again, and the lame

are walking about, the lepers are being 
cleansed and the deaf are hearing, and the 
dead are being raised up, and the poor are 
having the good news declared to them.” 
—Matthew 11:5.

More important than their healing, 
though, was the way the good news changed 
many of those disadvantaged individuals 
as persons. Honesthearted ones were filled 
with hope for the future. They put their 
trust in God’s Kingdom—something bet­
ter than any social gospel. (Matthew 4:23) 
Their hope was not frustrated by Jesus’ 
death. Describing matters even after that 
event, Acts 5:42 says of his disciples: “Every 
day in the temple and from house to house 
they continued without letup teaching and 
declaring the good news about the Christ, 
Jesus.” In the first century, people in many 
lands received spiritual help because they 
responded to such preaching.

The Kingdom was the best of news back 
then. Is the Kingdom message still good 
news?

What Does the Good 
News Mean Today?

If you long for a peaceful, secure world, 
then the news of the Kingdom surely is 
good. In fact, in a world with hundreds 
of millions of undernourished and starving 
people, with frightful diseases threatening 
everyone, with an alarming increase in 
crime, and with spreading political instabil­
ity, it is the only real and lasting good news. 
It represents the only hope of true improve­
ment.

That is why Jesus prophesied concerning 
our day: “This good news of the kingdom
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will be preached in all the inhabited earth 
for a witness to all the nations; and then 
the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14) These 
words are being fulfilled in a remarkable 
way as Jehovah’s Witnesses preach the good 
news in more than 200 lands. A Catholic 
publication, Nova Evangelizagao 2000, com­
mends the Witnesses for this, saying: 
“Where do we find Jehovah’s Witnesses? On 
the doorsteps of the homes. And to be a Wit­
ness of Jehovah, besides belonging to Jeho­
vah, one has to be a witness. Therefore, we 
find them working, announcing, presenting, 
what they have experienced.”

However, no one benefits automatically 
from the good news. It will help only those 
who listen and obey. In order to dem­
onstrate this point, Jesus gave the parable 
about a man going out to sow seed. The dif­
ferent kinds of soil that the seed fell on 
illustrated the different kinds of heart con­
dition that hearers of the good news demon­
strate. Jesus said: “Where anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom but does not get the 
sense of it, the wicked one comes and 
snatches away what has been sown in his 
heart. . .  As for the one sown upon the fine 
soil, this is the one hearing the word and 
getting the sense of it, who really does bear 
fruit and produces, this one a hundredfold, 
that one sixty, the other thirty.”—Matthew 
13:18-23.

As in the first century, most people today 
make little effort to understand the good 
news. They do not get the sense of it, and 
thus they lose out. Others show appreciation 
for the good news and learn how to bring 
their lives into harmony with God’s will. In 
this way they are blessed. To which group do 
you belong?

The Power of the Gospel Today
Experiences testify that understanding 

the good news helps those who “had no hope

and were without God.” (Ephesians 2:12; 4: 
22-24) Roberto from Rio de Janeiro need­
ed help. Since his youth, he had led a de­
bauched way of life, being involved in drugs, 
immorality, and thievery. Eventually he 
ended up in prison. While there Roberto 
studied the Bible with a visiting Witness. 
He progressed so well spiritually that his 
prison term was greatly reduced.

After being released, Roberto met a young 
girl he had once mugged and threatened 
with a gun. She too was studying the Bible 
with Jehovah’s Witnesses. What happened? 
The following is part of a letter relating the 
incident: “They met each other in the King­
dom Hall for the first time after the as­
sault. The encounter was touching. Both 
shed tears of emotion and embraced as 
brother and sister. Now both the ex-thief 
and his victim praise Jehovah.”

Another individual, Isabel, also needed 
help, for she was known for her bad temper. 
She was deeply involved in spiritism and 
witchcraft and was tormented by demons. 
As she studied the Bible with Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses, she found that the good news really 
helped. After some time, she shook off the 
control of the demons and changed her 
personality—finally learning to control her 
temper. Now she is a faithful Christian, 
known as a person who is kind in dealing 
with others.

Yes, the good news is not merely theory. 
It has real power to transform lives. (1 Co­
rinthians 6:9-11) It does even more than 
that. It also points to future blessings.

Blessings Yet Ahead
According to God’s Word, the future holds 

marvelous prospects. We will see the fulfill­
ment of Jesus’ prayer for God’s Kingdom to 
come and for His will to be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:10) Shortly, the 
present system of things with its depressing
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corruption and violence will be removed, and God’s heavenly gov­
ernment, his Kingdom, will rule over righthearted individuals 
who were willing to listen to and obey the good news.—Daniel 
2:44.

Radical improvements will follow as faithful humans are direct­
ed to transform the earth into a paradise where meek ones will 
live forever. (Psalm 37:11, 29) Surely, it is good news that crime, 
disease, famine, pollution, and wars will disappear forever! Can 
you envision yourself and your family living in that new world in 
peace and perfect health without fear of sickness or death?—Rev­
elation 21:4.

True, many consider such good news to be simplistic or imagi­
nary. But they are wrong. The good news is based on the most 
solid evidence, and it has already changed millions of lives. There­
fore, never be intimidated if others do not believe.

Imagine a prudent individual who buys land in a developing 
area, hoping to profit from his investment. Would anyone blame 
him for investing his money in this way? No. More likely, 
people would say he is acting wisely. Why not, then, be fore- 
sighted with regard to the Kingdom and invest, as it were, in 
the good news? Since accepting the good news means salva­
tion, no other investment will bring better returns.—Ro­
mans 1:16.

How can you invest in the good news? First, be willing to 
be taught by God. Then act in harmony with what you learn. 
Follow the basic requirements, as listed by the ancient He­
brew prophet: “What is Jehovah asking back from you but 
to exercise justice and to love kindness and to be modest in 
walking with your God?” (Micah 6:8) Learning to walk with 
God takes time and effort. Nevertheless, Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses, who helped Roberto and Isabel, will be delighted to 
assist you in this regard—as they have assisted mil­
lions of others over the years.

While awaiting the fulfillment of God’s promis­
es, nurture your investment by living according to 
the good news, enjoying peace of mind and building a 
closer relationship with God. Your investment will be 
safe—no economic depression or political upheaval 
will threaten it. And finally, it will bring you a 
wonderful return. What is that return? The 
apostle John wrote: “The world is 
away and so is its desire, but he that does the 
will of God remains forever.”— 1 John 2:17.

Seeds of the good 
news fa ll on different 
kinds of soil

Garo Nalbandian



J e h o v a h , t h e  D o e r  o f
WONDROUS THINGS

“You are great and are doing wondrous things; you are God, you alone.
— PSALM 86:10.

MODERN man may boast that his 
inventions are wondrous—elec­
trical devices, telecommunica­

tions, video, the automobile, jet travel, 
and computerized technology. These have 
turned the world into one neighborhood. 
But what a neighborhood! Instead of peace, 
prosperity, and plenty for all, mankind is

1, 2. (a) How have man’s inventions affected 
the world? (b) Where may we find hope of better 
things?

plagued by murderous wars, crime, terror­
ism, pollution, diseases, and poverty. And 
the nuclear weapons scattered around the 
world, though reduced in number, could still 
annihilate the human race. Merchants of 
death, the armaments manufacturers, con­
tinue to operate the biggest business on 
earth. The rich grow richer, and the poor 
poorer. Can anyone find a way out?

2 Yes! For there is Someone who guaran­
tees deliverance, “one that is higher than



the high one,” Jehovah God. (Ecclesiastes 
5:8) He inspired the writing of the psalms, 
which provide much comfort and wise coun­
sel for times of distress. Among them is 
Psalm 86, which carries the simple super­
scription: “A prayer of David.” It is a prayer 
that you can make your own.

Afflicted but Loyal
3 David wrote this psalm when under af­

fliction. We today, who are living through 
“the last days” of Satan’s system, these 
“critical times hard to deal with,” face sim­
ilar trials. (2 Timothy 3:1; see also Matthew 
24:9-13.) Like us, David suffered anxieties 
and depression because of the problems 
bearing in upon him. But he never permit­
ted those trials to weaken his loyal trust in 
his Creator. He cried out: “Incline, 0  Jeho­
vah, your ear. Answer me, for I  am afflicted 
and poor. 0  do guard my soul, for I  am loyal. 
Save your servant—you are my God— that 
is trusting in you.”— Psalm 86:1, 2.

4 We can be confident, as David was, that 
“the God of all comfort,” Jehovah, will turn 
his ear to this earth and listen to our hum­
ble prayers. (2 Corinthians 1:3, 4) Trusting 
implicitly in our God, we can follow David’s 
advice: “Throw your burden upon Jehovah 
himself, and he himself will sustain you. 
Never will he allow the righteous one to tot­
ter.”—Psalm 55:22.

Intimacy With Jehovah
5 In the 86th Psalm, David uses the ex­

pression “0  Jehovah” 11 times. How fervent 
is David’s prayer and how close his intimacy 
with Jehovah! Later, such intimate use of

3. In these times, what encouraging example 
does David provide for us?
4. How should we show our confidence?
5. (a) How have some careful translations re­
versed the errors of Jewish scribes? (b) In what 
way do the 85th and 86th psalms magnify Jeho­
vah? (See footnote.)

God’s name became distasteful to Jewish 
scribes, notably the Sopherim. They nur­
tured a superstitious fear of misusing the 
name. Ignoring the fact that man had been 
created in God’s image, they declined to as­
cribe to God attributes that humans also 
display. So in 7 of the 11 occurrences of the 
divine name in the Hebrew text of this one 
psalm, they substituted the title ’Adho-nai' 
(Lord) for the name YHWH  (Jehovah). We 
can be grateful that the New World Trans­
lation of the Holy Scriptures, as well as a 
number of other careful translations, have 
restored the divine name to its rightful 
place in God’s Word. As a result, our re­
lationship to Jehovah is emphasized as it 
should be.*

6 The prayer of David continues: “Show 
me favor, O Jehovah, for to you I  keep calling 
all day long. Make the soul o f your servant 
rejoice, for to you, O Jehovah, I  lift up my very 
soul.” (Psalm 86:3, 4) Note that David kept 
calling on Jehovah “all day long.” Indeed, he 
often prayed through the night, as when 
he was a fugitive in the wilderness. (Psalm 
63:6, 7) Similarly today, some Witnesses 
when threatened with rape or other crimi­
nal assault have cried aloud to Jehovah. At 
times they have been surprised at the happy 
result/ Jehovah’s name is precious to us, 
even as it was to “Jesus Christ, son of Da­
vid,” when he was on earth. Jesus taught

*A  Bible commentary of 1874 quotes Andrew 
A. Bonar as saying: “There was much, very much, 
of God’s peculiar character, his glorious name, 
brought to view in the close of the last [85th] Psalm. 
This may account for its being followed by another, 
‘A Prayer of David/ almost equally full of the char­
acter of Jehovah. The key-note of this [86th] Psalm 
is Jehovah’s name.”

# See page 28 of the June 22, 1984, issue of 
Awake! published by the Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society of New York, Inc.

6. In what ways can we show that Jehovah’s 
name is precious to us?
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his disciples to pray for the sanctification of 
Jehovah’s name and made known to them 
what the name stands for.—Matthew 1:1; 
6:9; John 17:6, 25, 26.

7 David lifted up his soul, his entire self, 
to Jehovah. He encourages us to do likewise, 
saying at Psalm 37:5: “Roll upon Jehovah 
your way, and rely upon him, and he himself 
will act.” Thus our plea to Jehovah for him 
to make our soul rejoice will not go unan­
swered. Many integrity-keeping servants of 
Jehovah continue to find great joy in his 
service—despite hardships, persecutions, 
and illnesses. Our brothers in war-torn 
areas in Africa, such as Angola, Liberia, 
Mozambique, and Zaire, have continued to 
place Jehovah’s service first in their lives.*

* For details, see the chart “1992 Service Year 
Report of Jehovah’s Witnesses Worldwide,” to ap­
pear in the January 1, 1993, issue of The Watch- 
tower.

He has truly caused them to rejoice in a 
bounteous spiritual harvest. As they have 
endured, so must we. (Romans 5:3-5) And 
as we endure, we are assured: “The vision 
is yet for the appointed time, and it keeps 
panting on to the end. . .  It will not be late.” 
(Habakkuk 2:3) With complete confidence 
and trust in Jehovah, may we also keep 
“panting on to the end.”

Jehovah’s Goodness
8 David makes the further impassioned 

plea: “ You, O Jehovah, are good and ready to 
forgive; and the loving-kindness to all those 
calling upon you is abundant. Do give ear, 
0  Jehovah, to my prayer; and do pay atten­
tion to the voice of my entreaties. In the day 
of my distress I  will call upon you, for you

8. What intimacy may we have with Jehovah, 
and how has he manifested his goodness?

In the coming "new earth," the wondrous 
works of Jehovah w ill continue to testify  
to his glory and goodness

7. What examples do we have of Jehovah’s lift­
ing up the very soul of his servants, and how 
should we respond?



will answer me.” (Psalm 86:5-7) “0  Jeho­
vah”—again and again we thrill to the inti­
macy of this expression! It is an intimacy 
that may constantly be cultivated through 
prayer. David prayed on another occasion: 
“The sins of my youth and my revolts 0  do 
not remember. According to your loving­
kindness do you yourself remember me, 
for the sake of your goodness, 0  Jehovah.” 
(Psalm 25:7) Jehovah is the very epitome of 
goodness—in providing Jesus’ ransom, in 
showing mercy to repentant sinners, and in 
showering loving-kindness on his loyal and 
appreciative Witnesses.—Psalm 100:3-5; 
Malachi 3:10.

9 Should we fret over past mistakes? If we 
are now making straight paths for our feet, 
we are buoyed up when we recall the apostle 
Peter’s assurance to repentant ones that 
“seasons of refreshing” will come from Je­
hovah. (Acts 3:19) Let us keep close to 
Jehovah in prayer through our Ransomer, 
Jesus, who lovingly said: “Come to me, all 
you who are toiling and loaded down, and I 
will refresh you. Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me, for I am mild-tempered and 
lowly in heart, and you will find refresh­
ment for your souls.” As loyal Witnesses 
pray to Jehovah today in Jesus’ precious 
name, they do indeed find refreshment. 
—Matthew 11:28, 29; John 15:16.

10 The book of Psalms refers to Jehovah’s 
“loving-kindness” over a hundred times. 
Such loving-kindness is surely abundant! In 
its first four verses, the 118th Psalm appeals 
to God’s servants to thank Jehovah, repeat­
ing four times “for his loving-Jrindness is to 
time indefinite.” The 136th Psalm empha­
sizes the endearing quality of “his loving­
kindness” 26 times. In whatever ways we

9. What assurance should repentant sinners 
take to heart?
10. What prominence does the book of Psalms 
give to Jehovah’s loving-kindness?

err—and as James 3:2 says, “we all stumble 
many times”—may we be ready to seek Je­
hovah’s forgiveness, confident of his mercy 
and loving-kindness. His loving-kindness 
is an expression of his loyal love toward us. 
If we loyally continue to do God’s will, he 
will show his loyal love in strengthening 
us to cope with every trial.— 1 Corinthians 
10:13.

11 There may be occasions when we are 
stumbled by others. Emotional or physical 
abuse during childhood has left some with 
feelings of guilt or of utter unworthiness. 
Such a victim may call to Jehovah, confi­
dent that he will answer. (Psalm 55:16, 17) 
A kindly elder may take an interest in help­
ing such a one to accept the fact that it was 
not the victim’s fault. Thereafter, a periodic 
friendly phone call by the elder can help 
that one until he (or she) is able at last to 
‘carry the burden.’—Galatians 6:2, 5.

12 There are many other distressing cir­
cumstances that Jehovah’s people have to 
contend with today. Starting with World 
War I in 1914, major calamities began to 
afflict this earth. As foretold by Jesus, they 
were “a beginning of pangs of distress.” 
Distresses have multiplied as we have pro­
gressed deeper into “the conclusion of the 
system of things.” (Matthew 24:3, 8) The 
Devil’s “short period of time” is winding 
down toward its climactic end. (Revelation 
12:12) “Like a roaring lion” in search of 
prey, that great Adversary is using every 
available subterfuge to separate us from the 
flock of God and destroy us. (1 Peter 5:8) 
But he will not succeed! For, like David, we 
anchor our trust completely in our one God, 
Jehovah.

11. How may action by elders help to remove 
guilt feelings?
12. How have distresses multiplied, but how may 
we successfully cope with them?
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13 Doubtless, David instilled in his son 
Solomon’s heart the need to rely on Jeho­
vah’s goodness. Thus, Solomon could in­
struct his own son: “Trust in Jehovah with 
all your heart and do not lean upon your 
own understanding. In all your ways take 
notice of him, and he himself will make your 
paths straight. Do not become wise in your 
own eyes. Fear Jehovah and turn away from 
bad.” (Proverbs 3:5-7) Parents today should 
likewise teach their little ones how to pray 
trustingly to Jehovah and how to cope with 
the assaults of a heartless world—such as 
peer pressure at school and temptations to 
commit immorality. Living the truth with 
your children each day can impress on their 
young hearts real love for Jehovah and 
prayerful reliance on him.—Deuteronomy 
6:4-9; 11:18, 19.

Jehovah’s Incomparable Works
14 W ith deep conviction David says: 

“There is none like you among the gods, 
0  Jehovah, neither are there any works like 
yours.” (Psalm 86:8) Jehovah’s works are 
greater, grander, more majestic, than any 
human could even imagine. As glimpsed by

13. How may parents and their children avail 
themselves of Jehovah’s goodness?
14, 15. What are some of Jehovah’s incompara­
ble works?

In Our Next Issue
Rejoicing in Our Grand Creator

Gerizim— 'On This Mountain 
We Worshiped'

God Does Not Forget "the Love 
You Showed for His Name"

modern science, the created universe—its 
vastness, its harmony, its magnificence— 
has proved to be far more stupendous than 
anything David perceived. Yet, even he was 
moved to say: “The heavens are declaring 
the glory of God; and of the work of his 
hands the expanse is telling.”—Psalm 19:1.

15 Jehovah’s works are wonderfully por­
trayed, too, in the way that he positioned 
and prepared the earth, providing for day 
and night, the seasons, seedtime and har­
vest, and a multitude of delights for future 
human enjoyment. And how wonderfully we 
ourselves are made and equipped, so that we 
are able to enjoy Jehovah’s works that 
surround us!—Genesis 2:7-9; 8:22; Psalm 
139:14.

16 After our first parents had disobeyed 
God, triggering the distresses that plague 
the earth to this day, Jehovah out of his love 
performed a wondrous work in sending his 
Son to earth to proclaim God’s Kingdom 
and to die as a ransom for mankind. And 
wonder of wonders! Jehovah then resur­
rected Christ to become his associate King- 
elect. (Matthew 20:28; Acts 2:32, 34) From 
loyal humans God has also chosen “a new 
creation” that will rule with Christ as a be­
nevolent “new heaven” over “a new earth” 
society that will include billions of resur­
rected humans. (2 Corinthians 5:17; Reve­
lation 21:1, 5-7; 1 Corinthians 15:22-26) 
Jehovah’s works will thus move on to a glo­
rious climax! Truly, we can exclaim: “0  Je­
hovah, . . . how abundant your goodness is, 
which you have treasured up for those fear­
ing you!”—Psalm 31:17-19.

17 Jehovah’s present-day works include 
what David describes at Psalm 86:9: “All

16. What is the greatest expression of Jehovah’s 
goodness, leading to what further incomparable 
works?
17. With regard to Jehovah’s works, how is 
Psalm 86:9 now being fulfilled?
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the nations whom you have made will them­
selves come, and they will bow down before 
you, O Jehovah, and will give glory to your 
name.” After calling out from among man­
kind the remaining ones of his new cre­
ation, the “little flock” of Kingdom heirs, 
Jehovah has proceeded to gather from 
among “all nations” “a great crowd” of “oth­
er sheep,” millions who also exercise faith 
in Jesus’ shed blood. These he has built into 
a dynamic organization, the only global so­
ciety of peace lovers on earth today. Observ­
ing this, the heavenly hosts prostrate them­
selves before Jehovah, declaring: “The 
blessing and the glory and the wisdom and 
the thanksgiving and the honor and the 
power and the strength be to our God for­
ever and ever.” The great crowd also glori­
fies Jehovah’s name, serving him “day and 
night,” with the hope of surviving this 
world’s end and living forever on a paradise 
earth.—Luke 12:32; Revelation 7:9-17; John 
10:16.

Jehovah’s Greatness
18 David next calls attention to Jehovah’s 

Godship, saying: “ You are great and are 
doing wondrous things; you are God, you 
alone.” (Psalm 86:10) From of old, Jehovah 
has been demonstrating that he is, indeed, 
‘God alone.’ It was a tyrannical Pharaoh 
of Egypt who defiantly challenged Moses: 
“Who is Jehovah, so that I should obey his 
voice to send Israel away? I do not know 
Jehovah at all.” But he soon got to learn how 
great Jehovah is! Almighty God humiliated 
Egypt’s gods and magic-practicing priests 
by sending catastrophic plagues, slaying 
Egypt’s firstborn sons, and annihilating 
Pharaoh and his elite army in the Red Sea. 
Truly, there is no one like Jehovah among 
the gods!—Exodus 5:2; 15:11, 12.

18. How has Jehovah demonstrated that he is 
‘God alone’?

19 As God alone, Jehovah has proceeded to 
do wondrous things in preparation for de­
livering his obedient worshipers from mod­
ern Egypt—Satan’s world. He has had his 
divine judgments proclaimed in all the 
earth as a witness by means of the most 
extensive preaching campaign in all histo­
ry, thus fulfilling Jesus’ prophecy at Mat­
thew 24:14. Shortly, “the end” must come, 
when Jehovah will demonstrate his great­
ness on an unprecedented scale by wiping 
out all wickedness on earth. (Psalm 145:20) 
Then the song of Moses and the song of the 
Lamb will reach a crescendo: “Great and 
wonderful are your works, Jehovah God, 
the Almighty. Righteous and true are your 
ways, King of eternity. Who will not really 
fear you, Jehovah, and glorify your name, 
because you alone are loyal?”—Revelation 
15:3,4.

20 May we for our part be zealous in talk­
ing to others about these magnificent pur­
poses of God. (Compare Acts 2:11.) Jeho­
vah will continue to do great and wondrous 
things in our day and on into the future, as 
our next article will describe.

19, 20. (a) When will the song of Revelation 15: 
3, 4 have its grandest expression? (b) How may 
we even now share in Jehovah’s work?

Do You Recall?
□  W hy should we make the prayer of 

Psalm 86 our own?

□  How may we find intim acy w ith  Je­
hovah?

□  How does Jehovah express his 
goodness tow ard us?

□  W hat are some o f Jehovah's incom­
parable works?

□  How is Jehovah 'G o d  a lone ' as to 
greatness?
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W a l k i n g  w i t h

A  U N IFIED  H EA R T
“Instruct me, 0 Jehovah . . . Unify my heart to fear your PSALM 86:11.

JEHOVAH, you are God, you 
f  1 alone.’ (Psalm 86:8, 10) David 

praised God from a heart brim­
ming with appreciation. Even before David 
became king over all Israel, Jehovah had 
delivered him from Saul and from the Phi­
listines. Hence, he could sing: “Jehovah is 
my crag and my stronghold and the Provid­
er of escape for me. With someone loyal you 
will act in loyalty.” (2 Samuel 22:2, 26) 
Jehovah had preserved his loyal servant 
through many trials. David could place his 
trust and confidence in his loyal God, but he 
needed continued guidance. David now pe­
titioned God: “Instruct me, O Jehovah, about 
your way.”— Psalm 86:11.

2 David wanted nothing to do with world­
ly ideas or philosophies. He wanted to be 
“taught by Jehovah,” as God’s prophet later 
expressed it. (Isaiah 54:13) David could like­
ly meditate on only nine books of the Bible 
available in his day. Yet, that instruction 
from Jehovah was precious to him! In being 
taught, we today can feast upon all 66 books 
of the Bible, as well as upon an abundance 
of Kingdom literature provided through 
“the faithful and discreet slave.” (Matthew 
24:45) Like David, let us call on Jehovah, 
that his spirit may help us to search into 
“the things that God has prepared for those

1. How does Jehovah reward his loyal ones?
2. How has Jehovah made provision for our be­
ing taught by him?

who love him, . . . even the deep things of 
God.”— 1 Corinthians 2:9, 10.

3 The Bible has the answer to every ques­
tion and problem that may arise in our lives. 
“For all the things that were written afore­
time were written for our instruction, that 
through our endurance and through the 
comfort from the Scriptures we might have 
hope.” (Romans 15:4) Absorbing the in­
struction from Jehovah will strengthen us 
to endure hardships, comfort us in times 
of depression, and keep the Kingdom hope 
burning brightly in our hearts. May we find 
delight in reading God’s Word and in med­
itating on it “day and night,” for Bible- 
based wisdom becomes “a tree of life to 
those taking hold of it, and those keep­
ing fast hold of it are to be called happy.” 
—Psalm 1:1-3; Proverbs 3:13-18; see also 
John 17:3.

4 God’s Son, Jesus, also called the “Son 
of David,” always looked to Jehovah for in­
struction. (Matthew 9:27)* He said: “The 
Son cannot do a single thing of his own 
initiative, but only what he beholds the Fa­
ther doing. For whatever things that One 
does, these things the Son also does in like

*As the foretold “seed,” Jesus was heir to the 
Davidic kingdom and hence was the “Son of David” 
both in a literal and in a spiritual sense.— Genesis 
3:15; Psalm 89:29, 34-37.

3. In what ways can Bible instruction benefit 
us?
4. As to our actions, what example did Jesus set 
for us?
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manner.” “I do nothing of my own initia­
tive; but just as the Father taught me I 
speak these things.” (John 5:19; 8:28) Jesus 
left a model for us “to follow his steps close­
ly.” (1 Peter 2:21) Just think! If we study as 
Jesus must have done, in any situation we 
will be able to act as Jehovah would have us 
act. Jehovah’s way is always the right way.

5 David next declares: “I  shall walk in 
your truth. ”(Psalm 86:11) A thousand years 
later, Pilate, addressing the Son of David, 
Jesus, asked: “What is truth?” But Jesus 
had just answered that question, telling Pi­
late: “My kingdom is no part of this world,” 
adding: “You yourself are saying that I am 
a king. For this I have been born, and for 
this I have come into the world, that I 
should bear witness to the truth.” (John 
18:33-38) Jesus thus made known that the 
truth focuses on the Messianic Kingdom. 
Indeed, the entire theme of the Bible is the 
sanctification of Jehovah’s name through 
that Kingdom.—Ezekiel 38:23; Matthew 6: 
9, 10; Revelation 11:15.

6 What does it mean to walk in the truth? 
It means to make the Kingdom hope the 
main concern of our lives. We must live 
Kingdom truth. We must be undivided in 
putting Kingdom interests first, zealous ac­
cording to our opportunities in bearing wit­
ness to Kingdom truth, after Jesus’ exam­
ple. (Matthew 6:33; John 18:37) We cannot 
walk part of the time in the truth, giving 
merely token service but then pleasing our­
selves by taking detours to indulge in ex­
cessive recreation or to enter on a time- 
consuming career or “slave . .  . for Riches.” 
(Matthew 6:24) We could get lost on one of

5. What is “truth”?
6. In walking in the truth, of what should we be 
cautious?

Jehovah is a crag and a stronghold to those 
who walk straightforward

those byways, never to find the way back 
onto ‘the cramped road leading off into life.’ 
Let us not stray from that road! (Matthew 
7:13, 14) Our Grand Instructor, Jehovah, 
through his Word and organization, illumi­
nates the road, saying: ‘“ This is the way. 
Walk in it, you people,’ in case you people 
should go to the right or in case you should 
go to the left.”—Isaiah 30:21.

A Proper Fear
7 David’s prayer continues in verse 11: 

“Unify my heart to fear your name.” Like 
David, we should want our hearts to be un­
divided, complete, in doing God’s will. This 
is in line with Moses’ counsel: “And now, 
0  Israel, what is Jehovah your God asking 
of you but to fear Jehovah your God, so as 
to walk in all his ways and to love him and

7. How may we “unify” our hearts?



The yeartext for 1993:
“ Instruct me, O Jehovah . . . Unify my heart to fear your name.”

— Psalm 86:11.

to serve Jehovah your God with all your 
heart and all your soul; to keep the com­
mandments of Jehovah and his statutes 
that I am commanding you today, for your 
good?” (Deuteronomy 10:12, 13) It is, in­
deed, for our good that we pour heart and 
soul into serving Jehovah. Thus we show 
proper fear of his illustrious name. Jeho­
vah’s name literally means “He Causes to 
Become,” particularly with reference to 
bringing his grand purposes to completion. 
It stands also for his supreme authority 
over all the universe. Serving in awe of 
God’s majesty, we will not be sidetracked by 
fear of mortal man. Our hearts will not be 
divided. Rather, we will fear to do anything 
that would displease Jehovah, the Supreme 
Judge and Sovereign Lord, who holds our 
very lives in his hand.—Isaiah 12:2; 33:22.

8 Even in the face of reproach and perse­
cution, we will follow Jesus’ fearless exam­
ple in being no part of the wicked world 
around us. (John 15:17-21) This does not 
mean that Jesus’ disciples should live as 
hermits or be tucked away in a monastery. 
Jesus said in prayer to his Father: “I request 
you, not to take them out of the world, but 
to watch over them because of the wicked 
one. They are no part of the world, just as I 
am no part of the world. Sanctify them by 
means of the truth; your word is truth. Just 
as you sent me forth into the world, I also 
sent them forth into the world.” (John 17: 
15-18) Like Jesus, we are sent forth to pro­
claim Kingdom truth. Jesus was approach-

8, 9. (a) What does it mean to be “no part of 
the world”? (b) What steps should we take be­
cause we are “a theatrical spectacle”?
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able. People were refreshed by his way of 
teaching. (Compare Matthew 7:28, 29; 11: 
28, 29; John 7:46.) It should be the same 
with us.

9 Our outgoing friendliness, tasteful 
grooming and appearance, kindly and clean 
conversation, should make us and our mes­
sage acceptable to righthearted persons. We 
must shun sloppiness, immodest dress, as­
sociations that can lead to worldly involve­
ments, and the loose, unprincipled way of 
life that we see in the world around us. Hav­
ing “become a theatrical spectacle to the 
world, and to angels, and to men,” we are 
on duty 24 hours each day to serve and to 
live as exemplary Christians. (1 Corinthi­
ans 4:9; Ephesians 5:1-4; Philippians 4:8, 9; 
Colossians 4:5,6) Our heart must be unified 
to this end.

10 We who unify our hearts in fear of Je­
hovah’s name, meditating on his grand pur­
poses and filling our lives with sacred ser­
vice, will be remembered by Jehovah. “As 
regards Jehovah, his eyes are roving about 
through all the earth to show his strength 
in behalf of those whose heart is complete 
toward him.” (2 Chronicles 16:9) Refer­
ring prophetically to our day, Malachi 3:16 
reads: “At that time those in fear of Jeho­
vah spoke with one another, each one with 
his companion, and Jehovah kept paying at­
tention and listening. And a book of remem­
brance began to be written up before him 
for those in fear of Jehovah and for those 
thinking upon his name.” May our hearts be 
unified in that wholesome fear of Jehovah!

10. How does Jehovah remember those who uni­
fy their hearts in sacred service?



Jehovah’s Loving-Kindness
11 How fervent is David’s prayer! He con­

tinues: “I  laud you, O Jehovah my God, with 
all my heart, and I  will glorify your name to 
time indefinite, for your loving-kindness is 
great toward me, and you have delivered my 
soul out o f Sheol,its lowest place.” (Psalm
86:12,13) For the second time in this psalm, 
David praises Jehovah for His loving­
kindness—His loyal love. So great is this 
love that it can save in seemingly impossible 
situations. When Saul was hounding him 
in the wilderness, David may have felt like 
crawling into a corner to die. It was like 
coming face-to-face with the lowest Sheol 
—the depths of the grave. But Jehovah de­
livered him! In like manner, Jehovah has 
often brought relief to his modern-day ser­
vants in marvelous ways, and he has also 
sustained integrity keepers who have en­
dured faithfully even to death. All loyal ones 
will have their reward, even by a resurrec­
tion if necessary.—Compare Job 1:6-12; 2: 
1-6, 9,10; 27:5; 42:10; Proverbs 27:11; Mat­
thew 24:9, 13; Revelation 2:10.*

12 Concerning persecutors David cries 
out: “O God, the presumptuous ones them­
selves have risen up against me; and the very 
assembly of tyrannical ones have looked for 
my soul, and they have not set you in front of 
themselves.” (Psalm 86:14) Today, the per­
secutors have included clergymen of Chris­
tendom. These ones presume to worship 
God but replace his holy name by the ti­
tle “Lord” and present him as a mysteri­
ous Trinity that is actually mentioned no-

* For modern-day examples, see Yearbook of Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses, editions of 1974, pages 113-212; 
1985, pages 194-7; 1986, pages 237-8; 1988, pag­
es 182-5; 1990, pages 171-2; 1992, pages 174-81.

11. How will Jehovah’s loving-kindness be ex­
pressed toward loyal ones?
12. How have the clergy been presumptuous and 
tyrannical, and what will be their reward?

where in the Bible. How presumptuous! 
Added to this, they try to persuade the po­
litical powers to outlaw and imprison Jeho­
vah’s Witnesses, as is still being done in 
a surprisingly large number of countries 
around the earth. These berobed blasphem­
ers of God’s name will reap their reward, 
along with all harlotlike sectors of Babylon 
the Great.—Revelation 17:1, 2, 15-18; 19: 
1-3.

13 In happy contrast David’s prayer con­
tinues: “But you, O Jehovah, are a God mer­
ciful and gracious, slow to anger and abun­
dant in loving-kindness and trueness.” 
(Psalm 86:15) Superlative, indeed, are such 
qualities of our God. These words take us 
back to Mount Sinai when Moses asked to 
see Jehovah’s glory. Jehovah replied: “I my­
self shall cause all my goodness to pass be­
fore your face, and I will declare the name 
of Jehovah before you.” But he warned Mo­
ses: “You are not able to see my face, because 
no man may see me and yet live.” There­
after, Jehovah came down in the cloud, pro­
claiming: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a God merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger and abundant 
in loving-kindness and truth.” (Exodus 33: 
18-20; 34:5, 6) David quoted these words in 
his prayer. Such qualities of Jehovah mean 
far more to us than any physical appearance! 
From our own experience, do we not appre­
ciate Jehovah’s goodness as exemplified in 
these fine attributes?

“A Sign Meaning Goodness”
14 David again implores Jehovah’s bless­

ing, saying: “Turn to me and show me favor. 
Do give your strength to your servant, and do 
save the son of your slave girl. Work out with 
me a sign meaning goodness, that those

13. What qualities does Jehovah show in making 
known his goodness?
14, 15. How does Jehovah work out for his ser­
vants “a sign meaning goodness”?
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hating me may see it and be ashamed. For 
you yourself, O Jehovah, have helped me and 
comforted me.” (Psalm 86:16,17) David rec­
ognizes that as ‘the son of Jehovah’s slave 
girl,’ he too must belong to Jehovah. It is the 
same with all of us today who have dedicat­
ed our lives to Jehovah and who slave in his 
service. We need Jehovah’s saving strength 
through his holy spirit. Hence, we ask our 
God to work out with us “a sign meaning 
goodness.” Jehovah’s goodness embraces 
the fine qualities we have just discussed. On 
this basis, what sign, or token, can we ex­
pect Jehovah to give us?

15 Jehovah is the Giver of “every good gift 
and every perfect present” and is generous, 
as Jesus assures us, in giving “holy spirit to 
those asking him.” (James 1:17; Luke 11:13) 
Holy spirit—what a priceless gift from Je­
hovah! Through holy spirit, Jehovah pro­
vides joy of heart, even in time of persecu­
tion. Thus, Jesus’ apostles, when on trial for 
their lives, could joyfully declare that God 
gives holy spirit to those obeying him as 
ruler. (Acts 5:27-32) Joy of holy spirit con­
tinually worked out with them “a sign 
meaning goodness.”—Romans 14:17, 18.

16 During the course of their missionary

16, 17. (a) What sign of his goodness did Jeho­
vah give to Paul and Barnabas? (b) What sign 
was given the persecuted Thessalonians?

journey through Asia Minor, Paul and Bar­
nabas met up with hardships, even severe 
persecution. When they preached in Anti­
och of Pisidia, the Jews rejected their mes­
sage. Hence, they turned to people o f the 
nations. What resulted? “When those of the 
nations heard this, they began to rejoice 
and to glorify the word of Jehovah, and all 
those who were rightly disposed for ever­
lasting life became believers.” But the Jews 
caused an uproar, so that those missionar­
ies were thrown out of the country. Were 
they and the new believers despondent 
about this? By no means! Rather, “the dis­
ciples continued to be filled with joy and 
holy spirit.” (Acts 13:48, 52) Jehovah gave 
them that sign of his goodness.

17 Later, the new congregation in Thessa- 
lonica was subjected to persecution. This 
led the apostle Paul to write a letter of com­
fort, commending their endurance under 
tribulation. They had “accepted the word 
under much tribulation with joy of holy 
spirit.” (1 Thessalonians 1:6) “Joy of holy 
spirit” continued to strengthen them as an

At the " Light Bearers" International
Convention of Jehovah's Witnesses in 
St. Petersburg, Russia, in June, 4 6 ,2 1 4  
attended and 3 ,256  were baptized.
How wonderfully these are availing 
themselves of Jehovah's goodness, with  
"joy of holy sp irit"!



evident sign from the God who is merciful 
and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant 
in loving-kindness and trueness.

18 In recent times, Jehovah has expressed 
his goodness toward our faithful brothers in 
Eastern Europe, shaming those who have 
hated them—their former persecutors. 
Though recently relieved from decades of 
oppression, these dear brothers still have to 
endure, for many are faced with severe 
economic hardships. However, their “joy of 
holy spirit” comforts them. What greater 
joy could they have than in using their new­
found freedoms in expanding the witness? 
Many people are listening to them, as re­
ports on conventions and baptisms reveal. 
—Compare Acts 9:31.

19 All that has been discussed in this and

18. How have our brothers in Eastern Europe 
shown appreciation for Jehovah’s goodness?
19. How may we make the words of Psalm 86:11 
our very own?

in the preceding article echoes David’s fer­
vent prayer to Jehovah: “Instruct me, 0  Je­
hovah . . . Unify my heart to fear your 
name.” (Psalm 86:11) Let us make those 
words of our 1993 yeartext our very own as 
we work wholeheartedly in support of the 
Kingdom interests and in appreciation of 
the inexhaustible goodness of our one God, 
the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.

How Would You Answer?
□  W hat do we indicate by praying, 

"Instruct me, O  Jehovah"?

□  W hat is meant by our hearts' being 
unified to fear Jehovah's name?

□  How w ill Jehovah show his loving­
kindness tow ard all loyal ones?

□  How does Jehovah w ork  out w ith  us 
"a  sign meaning goodness?"

Nigerian Supreme Court 
Upholds Religious Freedom

V ILLAGERS loot a farmer’s harvest. 
Others storm a bricklayer’s home 
and seize his tools. Still others pre­

vent a woman from buying and selling. 
Why such abuse? It is because the victims, 
all of whom are Jehovah’s Witnesses, will 
not take part in age grade associations. ‘In 
what?’ you may wonder.

An age grade association is made up of 
people, usually males, who were born at 
about the same time and in the same vil­
lage. Age grade groups are common to east­
ern Nigeria. They may sponsor a communi­

ty project, but they also engage in idola­
trous worship and perform spiritistic rites 
to show that the members have come of age. 
Because the Bible condemns such practices 
for true Christians, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
have no share in such groups.— 1 Corinthi­
ans 10:20, 21; 1 John 5:21.

Samuel Okogbue worked as a tailor in 
Aba, Nigeria. Early in 1978, members of the 
Umunkalu Age Grade Association of Alayi 
demanded that he pay a “tax” to help build 
a health center. As a true Christian, Samuel 
goes out of his way to help other people, but
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he conscientiously refused to be involved 
with the age grade group. On April 22 of 
that year, six members of the group broke 
into his shop and seized his sewing ma­
chine, which they said they would hold until 
he paid the money. Samuel protested that 
he was not obliged to pay anything since 
he was not a member of their association. 
When he could not recover his sewing 
machine, Samuel took the matter to court.

From Court to Court
In the Chief Magistrate Court, the age 

grade group argued that because of his 
age, Samuel was automatically one of their 
members, responsible to pay any taxes they 
imposed on themselves. Furthermore, na­
tive custom held that if a member did not 
pay a tax, his property would be seized until 
he did.

The court disagreed. On February 28, 
1980, it ruled that Samuel could not be 
forced to become a member of an age grade 
group. The Chief Magistrate stated: “A cus­
tom which deprives a citizen a free choice of 
association runs contrary to S[ection] 37 of 
the Constitution of the Federal Republic of 
Nigeria and therefore cannot acquire the 
force of Law.”

The age grade group appealed this verdict 
to the High Court and won. There the judge 
ordered Samuel to pay the tax, stating that 
it was simply a way of contributing to the 
development of his native community.

Then Samuel appealed what he saw to be 
an injustice. The Court of Appeal reversed 
the High Court’s judgment, deciding in 
Samuel’s favor. Unwilling to admit defeat, 
the age grade group took the case to the 
Supreme Court of Nigeria.

Meanwhile, group members had been 
busy in Samuel’s village. Arguing that the 
Witnesses were against all community proj­
ects, they convinced the village head to ban 
the activities of Jehovah’s Witnesses in the
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area. The town crier announced that any­
one who had dealings with Jehovah’s Wit­
nesses would be fined. Witnesses from 
neighboring towns intervened and clarified 
the matter for the older men in the village. 
They explained that God’s people were in no 
way opposed to community development. In 
fact, Samuel had produced receipts in court 
proving that he had contributed to commu­
nity projects that were not sponsored by age 
grade groups. The village elders then re­
versed their decision to ostracize the Wit­
nesses.

Religious Freedom Triumphs
On October 21, 1991, five justices of 

the Nigerian Supreme Court unanimously 
ruled in favor of Samuel. Elaborating on the 
lead judgment by Justice Paul Nwokedi, 
Justice Abubakar Wali stated: “It is not 
the levy [imposed tax] that the respondent 
[Samuel] is opposed to paying but being a 
member of any society, club or age grade, as 
this is against his religious belief, he being 
a member of Jehovah’s witnesses].”

The justice continued: “The 1963 Consti­
tution, section 24(1) guaranteed to all 
Nigerian citizens freedom of conscience, 
thought, and religion. The respondent is 
entitled to hold to the tenet of his religion, 
thought and conscience which prohibit him 
from joining the Age grade. Any custom 
that holds otherwise is contrary to the Con­
stitution and therefore null and void to that 
extent.”

In short, the court ruled that no person 
can be legally compelled to join an age grade 
group even though membership may be a 
community custom. It also ruled that no 
person can be legally compelled to pay dues 
through an association that he is not a 
member of, even when the dues are for 
community development. So in this seem­
ingly small detail, religious freedom for all 
Nigerians was upheld.



W hy Is It So Easy to Lie?

NO ONE likes to be lied to. Yet, people 
the world over lie to one another 
for various reasons. A survey that 

appeared in the book The Day America Told 
the Truth, by Janies Patterson and Peter 
Kim, revealed that 91 percent of Americans 
lie regularly. The authors state: “The ma­
jority of us find it hard to get through a 
week without lying. One in five can’t make 
it through a single day—and we’re talking 
about conscious, premeditated lies.”

Lying is a common practice in nearly all 
aspects of modern-day life. Political leaders 
lie to their people and to one another. Time 
and again, they have appeared on television 
denying any connection with the scandal­
ous schemes in which they actually were 
deeply involved. Sissela Bok, in her book 
Lying— Moral Choice in Public and Private 
Life, observes: “In law and in journalism, in 
government and in the social sciences, de­
ception is taken for granted when it is felt 
to be excusable by those who tell the lies and 
who tend also to make the rules.”

Referring to political lying in the United 
States, Common Cause Magazine of May/ 
June 1989 observed: “Watergate and Viet­
nam certainly rivaled Iran-contra in terms 
of government deception and public mis­
trust. So what made the Reagan years such 
a watershed? Many lied, but few were re­
morseful.” It is with good reason, therefore, 
that the common people do not trust their 
political leaders.

In international relations such leaders 
find it difficult to trust one another. The 
Greek philosopher Plato observed: “The rul­
ers of the State . . .  may be allowed to lie for 
the good of the State.” In international re­

lations it is as the Bible prophecy at Daniel 
11:27 says: “At one table a lie is what they 
will keep speaking.”

In the business world, lying about prod­
ucts and services is a general practice. Buy­
ers have to enter contractual agreements 
with caution, being certain to read the 
fine print. Some countries have regulatory 
agencies in the government to protect the 
people from false advertising, from injuri­
ous merchandise that is represented as



being beneficial or harmless, and from 
fraud. Despite these efforts, people continue 
to suffer financially from lying merchants.

For some people, lying is so easy it be­
comes habitual. Others are generally truth­
ful, but when cornered they will lie. Few 
refuse to lie under any circumstances.

A  lie is defined as “ 1. a false statement or 
action, especially one made with intent to 
deceive . . .  2. anything that gives or is 
meant to give a false impression.” The in­
tention is to cause others to believe some­
thing that the liar knows is not the truth. 
By lies or half-truths, he strives to deceive 
those who are entitled to know the truth.

Reasons for Lying
People lie for many reasons. Some think 

they are obligated to lie about their abilities 
in order to get ahead in this competitive 
world. Others try to cover up errors or guilt 
with lies. Still others falsify reports to give 
the impression that they have done work 
they have not done. Then there are those 
who lie to damage another’s reputation, to 
avoid embarrassment, to justify previous 
lies, or to defraud people of their money.

A common justification for a lie is that it 
protects another person. Some consider this 
to be a white lie because they think it does 
not injure anyone. But do these so-called 
white lies really leave no bad effects?

Consider the Effects
White lies can set a pattern that can lead 

to a practice of lying that may involve more 
serious matters. Sissela Bok comments: 
“All lies defended as ‘white’ cannot be so 
easily dismissed. In the first place, the 
harmlessness of lies is notoriously disput­
able. What the liar perceives as harmless or 
even beneficial may not be so in the eyes of 
the deceived.”
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Lies, no matter how innocent they may 
seem to be, are destructive to good human 
relationships. The credibility of the liar is 
shattered, and there may well be a perma­
nent breakdown of trust. Famous essayist 
Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote: “Every viola­
tion of truth is not only a sort of suicide in 
the liar, but is a stab at the health of human 
society.”

It is easy for a liar to make a false state­
ment about another person. Although he 
presents no proof, his lie creates doubt, and 
many believe him without investigating his 
claim. Thus the reputation of the innocent 
person is damaged, and he carries the bur­
den of proving his innocence. It is, there­
fore, frustrating when people believe the 
liar rather than the innocent person, and 
it destroys the innocent one’s relationship 
with the liar.

A liar can easily develop the practice 
of lying. One lie usually leads to an­
other. Thomas Jefferson, an early American 
statesman, observed: “There is no vice so 
mean, so pitiful, so contemptible; and he 
who permits himself to tell a lie once, finds 
it much easier to do it a second and third 
time, till at length it becomes habitual.” It 
is the road to moral collapse.

The Reason It Is Easy to Lie
Lying began when a rebellious angel lied 

to the first woman, telling her that she 
would not die if she disobeyed her Creator. 
It resulted in incalculable harm to the en­
tire human race, bringing imperfection, 
sickness, and death to all.—Genesis 3:1-4; 
Romans 5:12.

From the time of disobedient Adam and 
Eve, the insidious influence of this father of 
lies has created a climate in the world of 
mankind that stimulates lying. (John 8:44) 
It is a decadent world in which truth is only



relative. The Saturday Evening Post of Sep­
tember 1986 observed that the problem of 
lying “touches business, government, edu­
cation, entertainment, and simple day-to- 
day relationships between fellow citizens 
and neighbors.. . .  We’ve bought the theory 
of relativism, the single big lie that says 
there are no absolute truths.”

Such is the viewpoint of habitual liars, 
who lack any empathy for those they de­
ceive. Lying comes easy for them. It is their 
way of life. But others who are not habitu­
al liars may lie unhesitatingly out of fear 
—fear of exposure, fear of punishment, and 
so forth. It is a weakness of the imperfect 
flesh. How can this tendency be replaced by 
a determination to speak the truth?

Why Be Truthful?
Truth is the standard our great Creator 

has set for all. His written Word, the Bible, 
states at Hebrews 6:18 that “it is impossible 
for God to lie.” This same standard was 
upheld by his Son, Jesus Christ, who was 
God’s personal representative on the earth. 
To the Jewish religious leaders who sought 
to kill him, Jesus said: “Now you are seeking 
to kill me, a man that has told you the truth 
that I heard from G od.. . .  And if I said I do 
not know him I should be like you, a liar.” 
(John 8:40, 55) He set a model for us in that 
“he committed no sin, nor was deception 
found in his mouth.”— 1 Peter 2:21, 22.

Our Creator, whose name is Jehovah, 
hates lying, as Proverbs 6:16-19 clearly 
states: “There are six things that Jehovah 
does hate; yes, seven are things detestable 
to his soul: lofty eyes, a false tongue, and 
hands that are shedding innocent blood, a 
heart fabricating hurtful schemes, feet that 
are in a hurry to run to badness, a false 
witness that launches forth lies, and anyone 
sending forth contentions among broth­
ers.”

This truthful God requires us to live by 
his standards in order to receive his approv­
al. His inspired Word commands us: “Do not 
be lying to one another. Strip off the old 
personality with its practices.” (Colossians 
3:9) People who refuse to quit the practice 
of lying are not acceptable to him; they will 
not receive his gift of life. In fact, Psalm 5:6 
says frankly that God “will destroy those 
speaking a lie.” Revelation 21:8 further says 
that the portion of “all the liars” is “the 
second death,” which is eternal destruction. 
So our accepting God’s view of lying gives 
us strong reason to speak the truth.

But what should be done in a situation 
where the truth might create an embarrass­
ing situation or bad feelings? Lying never 
is the solution, but saying nothing some­
times is. Why speak lies that can only ruin 
your credibility and make you subject to di­
vine disapproval?

Out of fear and human weakness, a per­
son may be tempted to seek refuge in a lie. 
That is the course of least resistance or 
mistaken kindness. The apostle Peter suc­
cumbed to such a temptation when he three 
times denied that he knew Jesus Christ. Af­
terward, he was cut to the heart for hav­
ing lied. (Luke 22:54-62) His genuine re­
pentance moved God to forgive him, as is 
evident in his later being blessed with many 
privileges of service. Repentance with a de­
termined decision to stop lying is the course 
that brings divine forgiveness for doing 
what God hates.

But rather than seeking forgiveness after 
a lie, preserve a good relationship with your 
Creator and maintain your credibility with 
others by speaking the truth. Remember 
what Psalm 15:1, 2 says: “0  Jehovah, who 
will be a guest in your tent? Who will reside 
in your holy mountain? He who is walk­
ing faultlessly and practicing righteous­
ness and speaking the truth in his heart.”
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Reaching “A llS orts o f  M en ” in

THE apostle Paul reminded his fellow anointed 
Christians of God’s will that “all sorts of men 
should be saved and come to an accurate knowl­

edge of truth.” For this they were to pray that they 
be granted “a calm and quiet life” so that they might

of Lake Michigan, has under­
gone drastic changes in its eth­
nic and cultural makeup. In 
addition to its three tradi­
tional communities—Flemish 
(Dutch), French, and Ger­
man—there is now in Belgium 
a diversity of linguistic and 
cultural groups. There are Ara­
bic, Turkish, Indian, Chinese, 
Filipino, African, and Amer­
ican populations, to name just 
a few. It is estimated that 1 out

proclaim the Kingdom good news to all who had a hear­
ing ear.— 1 Timothy 2:1-4.

Today, reaching “all sorts of men” with the good news 
takes on special meaning for Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
Belgium. Since the end of World War II, this small coun­
try, which would easily fit into Lake Tanganyika or half

of every 10 people in Belgium is 
of foreign extraction.

Thus, the Witnesses in Bel­
gium, like their fellow Chris­
tians worldwide, are faced with 
the challenge of reaching “all
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sorts of men” with the good 
news. What is it like preaching 
among such a variety of na­
tionalities? How does one ap­
proach individuals who have a 
totally different cultural and 
religious background? And 
what is their response to the 
Bible message?

Initiative Brings Results
Talking to “all sorts of men” 

about the Kingdom good news 
is a happy and exciting expe­
rience. On the busy streets, in

a conversation, and often this leads to rewarding re­
sults.

At a bus stop, a Witness initiated a conversation with 
an African lady simply with a warm smile. The lady soon

the market places, on public 
transportation, from house to 
house, people from all conti­
nents are to be found. With a 
little initiative, the Kingdom 
publisher can easily strike up

expressed her joy at hearing about God’s Kingdom, and 
she wanted to know more about the Bible. She accepted 
the Watchtower and Awake! magazines and gave her ad­
dress to the Witness. When she said that she would visit 
her soon, the lady objected. “No! No! Let’s make a definite 
appointment so that I will be at home when you come.”
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Three days later, when the Witness was to make the 
call, she discovered that she had lost the lady’s ad­
dress. But remembering the street name, she went and 
checked at every house to see if she could find an African 
name. She came to the end of the street without finding

what she was looking for. What a great disappointment! 
As she was getting ready to leave, suddenly, as if ap­
pearing from nowhere, standing in front of her was the 
very lady she was looking for, and it was exactly the time 
they had agreed upon for the call! A home Bible study 
was started.

What about the different cus­
toms, beliefs, and traditions? 
For example, what about Hindu 
beliefs? Well, one pioneer re­
called what she had read in the 
book Reasoning From the Scrip­
tures. It says: “Instead of trying 
to deal with the complexities of 
Hindu philosophy, present the 
satisfying truths found in the 
Holy Bible.. . .  The clear truths 
in his Word will reach the 
hearts of those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness.”

That was exactly what the 
pioneer did when she met

Kashi, a woman from India 
who accepted a Bible study. 
Kashi made steady progress, 
and soon she was talking to all 
her friends about what she was 
learning. One day the pioneer
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met an ambassador’s wife, who 
asked: “Are you the one who 
teaches Kashi the Bible?” How 
surprised the pioneer was 
when the lady said: “What a 
teacher she is! She has been 
able to convince me on many 
points. Imagine, her, a Hindu, 
teaching me, a Catholic, the Bi­
ble!”

When you meet the Fili­
pinos, you immediately realize 
that most of them love the Bi­
ble. They are warmhearted and 
hospitable, and it is very easy 
to start a conversation with 
them. One Filipino lady readily 
accepted two magazines, but 
being a Catholic, she threw 
them away. Some weeks later 
she again accepted two mag­
azines, which she left in her 
handbag. One night she felt 
like reading. After searching 
around for something interest­
ing, she came upon the maga­
zines. Hesitantly, she started 
reading, and her interest grew. 
Shortly thereafter, a Witness 
called at her home, and the lady 
asked many questions. This 
was the first time she had ever 
compared her Catholic beliefs 
with what the Bible says. The 
logical, Scriptural presentation 
convinced her that she had fi­
nally found the truth.

nity Commission. Most of them stay only a few years. 
Witnessing to and studying the Bible with them may 
seem fruitless at first. But the Bible reminds us: “Send 
out your bread upon the surface of the waters, for in the 
course of many days you will find it again.” (Ecclesiastes 
11:1) Often the results are surprisingly rewarding.

This was the case with an American woman who reg­
ularly received the magazines from a Witness. In time 
the Witness pointed out the benefit of studying the Bible 
regularly, and she offered to study with her. The woman 
accepted the offer and made rapid progress. Soon she 
saw the difference between true religion and false. She 
therefore rid her house of all religious images. Then the 
time came for her to return to the United States. Did 
that mean the end of her spiritual progress? Imagine the 
joy and surprise of the Witness when she received a 
phone call from a Witness in the United States telling 
her that the lady had continued her study, had dedicated 
her life to Jehovah God, and had been baptized! In fact, 
she was already serving as an auxiliary pioneer minis­
ter.

The same was true of Kashi, the Indian woman, and 
of the Filipino lady mentioned earlier. When Kashi re­
turned to India, she and her husband resumed their 
Bible study. Eventually both of them dedicated them­
selves to Jehovah and shared in the preaching work. 
Since they lived in an area where there were no other 
Witnesses, they offered their home for a Congregation 
Book Study. Kashi served as an auxiliary pioneer to the 
extent her health permitted, and she has been conduct­
ing six home Bible studies, involving a total of 31 peo­
ple. Similarly, in time the Filipino woman moved to the 
United States, progressed to dedication and baptism, 
and became a regular pioneer. Such happy results are 
among many that the Kingdom publishers in Belgium 
enjoy as they continue to preach to the people in their 
territory.

“Send Out Your Bread”
Many of the foreign resi­

dents are in Belgium for busi­
ness reasons or to work at one 
of the 150 accredited embas­
sies or the European Commu-

The Challenge of Languages
In order to accomplish the task of preaching to “all 

sorts of men,” the branch office has to have on hand 
Bible literature in over a hundred languages. There are 
now Belgian congregations in ten languages. Of the 
341 congregations, 61 are in foreign languages, and of
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the 26,000 Kingdom publishers, 5,000 are of foreign 
nationality. One congregation includes men and wom­
en from 25 different countries. Imagine the color and 
variety at their meetings! Yet the love and unity 
among the brothers is a powerful testimony to true 
Christian discipleship.—John 13:34, 35.

Since there are so many residents in Belgium need­
ing to hear the good news in foreign tongues, some 
publishers have accepted the challenge of learning dif­
ficult languages, such as Turkish, Arabic, and Chinese. 
Their efforts have been richly rewarded.

Those who work among the Arabic population find 
that they can often kindle interest in the Bible by 
highlighting its practical value. One Kingdom publish­
er had an interesting discussion with an Arabic pro­
fessor, then for three years thereafter was not able to 
find the professor again. Not being easily discouraged, 
the publisher decided to leave a note with some Bible 
questions for the professor. This so intrigued him that 
he was willing to make an objective examination of the 
Bible. He was so amazed by what he found that he and 
his wife, both Muslims, set aside certain evenings to 
read the Bible together.

Those trying to help the large Chinese population in 
the major cities have another obstacle to overcome in 
addition to the language barrier. Most of the Chinese 
do not believe in God as the Creator or in the Bible as 
God’s Word. Yet, they are curious and want to know 
what it is all about. They are also avid readers. It is 
not unusual for them to finish reading whatever Bible 
literature is left with them, or even much of the Bi­
ble, in just a few days. If their heart is right, they are 
moved by the power of God’s Word.

One Chinese lady found it very difficult to accept the 
idea of a Creator. But during the second study, tears 
came to her eyes when she said: “Now I do believe in 
Jehovah God, for if the Bible was written over a period 
of 1,600 years by 40 different men and yet is in com­
plete harmony with one theme, then it must be that 
Jehovah God was directing the writing. That’s so log­
ical!”

Another Chinese lady was approached by a Witness 
on the tram. “Are you a Christian?” she asked the Wit-
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ness. She then said that she 
was very disappointed to see 
so much contradiction among 
those who claim to be Chris­
tians. The Witness agreed with 
what she said but explained 
that the Bible does not contra­
dict itself. Just then the lady 
had to get off. She gave the 
Witness her address, and when 
she visited her, the lady ex­
claimed: “If only I had known, 
I would have taken the tram 
one year earlier!” When asked 
what she meant, the lady ex­
plained: “That was the first 
time I went to the university by 
tram. Can you imagine? I wast­
ed one year!” She was so happy 
to be able to study the Bible 
even for just a few months be­
fore returning to China.

Experiences such as these 
have taught the Belgian Wit­
nesses a lesson. “In the morn­
ing sow your seed and until the 
evening do not let your hand 
rest,” the Bible says, “for you 
are not knowing where this will 
have success, either here or 
there, or whether both of them 
will alike be good.” (Eccle­
siastes 11:6) The efforts put 
forth to overcome the barriers 
of language, custom, and tra­
dition are well worth the re­
sults. The heartwarming re­
sponses prove, above all, that 
God is truly “not partial, but 
in every nation the man that 
fears him and works righteous­
ness is acceptable to him .” 
—Acts 10:34, 35.



The Value o f  the Nash Papyrus

HOW do you accurately date an old 
Hebrew Bible manuscript? That 
was the problem facing Dr. John 

C. Trever in 1948 when he first saw the 
Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah. The form of the 
Hebrew letters intrigued him. He knew the 
letters held the key to its age, but with what 
could he compare them? Correctly, he con­
cluded: Only with the script of the Nash 
Papyrus. Why? What is this manuscript, 
and where did it come from?

The Nash Papyrus consists of merely four 
fragments of 24 lines of Hebrew text, mea­
suring some three by five inches. It was 
named after W. L. Nash, the secretary of 
the Society of Biblical Archaeology, who ac­
quired it from an Egyptian dealer in 1902. 
It was published by S. A. Cooke in the fol­
lowing year in that society’s Proceedings 
and was presented to Cambridge University 
Library, England, where it has remained. 
The value of this papyrus fragment rests 
with its age. Scholars dated it to the second 
or first century B.C.E., so it was the earliest 
Hebrew manuscript leaf ever found.

When Dr. Trever compared a color slide 
of the Nash Papyrus with the scroll before 
him, he looked meticulously at the form 
and shapes of individual letters. Without a 
doubt, they were very similar. Even so, it 
seemed incredible to him that the large, 
newly discovered manuscript could possibly 
be as early in date as the Nash Papyrus. In 
time, however, his line of reasoning proved 
to be correct. The Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah 
belonged to the second century B.C.E.!

The Contents of the Nash Papyrus
An analysis of the Nash Papyrus text re­

veals that all of its 24 lines are incomplete,

with a word or letters missing at both ends. 
It contains parts of the Ten Command­
ments from Exodus chapter 20, along with 
some verses from Deuteronomy chapters 5 
and 6. So this was not a regular Bible manu­
script but a mixed text with a special pur­
pose. It was evidently part of an instruc­
tional collection to remind a Jew of his duty 
to God. A section of scripture commencing 
with Deuteronomy 6:4, called the Shema, 
was frequently repeated. That verse reads: 
“Listen, 0  Israel: Jehovah our God is one 
Jehovah.”

The Tetragrammaton, YHWH, “Jeho­
vah,” in this verse is visible twice on the last 
line of the papyrus, and it occurs in five 
other places. It also appears once with its 
first letter missing.

The Shema in particular was meant to 
emphasize “the single personality of God.” 
According to the Jewish Talmud (Berakoth 
19a), the concluding word, ’E -chadh' 
(“One” ), “should be specially emphasized 
while it was being enunciated by holding 
out each syllable.” (W. 0. E. Oesterley and 
G. H. Box) In reference to God, this length­
ened ’E-chadh' also proclaimed his unique­
ness.

Today, the Nash Papyrus has many peers, 
especially among scrolls found in caves 
along the shores of the Dead Sea close to 
Qumran. Detailed analysis has confirmed 
that many of these manuscripts date to the 
first and second centuries B.C.E.* Although 
it is no longer the earliest-known Hebrew 
manuscript, the Nash Papyrus is still of 
great interest. It remains the only Hebrew 
Bible manuscript of such early date discov­
ered in Egypt.

* See The Watchtower of April 15, 1991, pages 10-13.
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DO YOU REMEMBER?
Have you enjoyed reading the recent issues of The 

W atchtow er? If so, you w ill no doubt find it interesting 

to recall the following:

□ What convincing proof was given by the var­
ious operations of the holy spirit in the first cen­
tury? These operations provided visible evidence that 

God was no longer using the 1,500-year-old congre­

gation of Israel as his special people, but his approval 

now rested with the new Christian congregation, estab­

lished by his only-begotten Son. (Compare Hebrews 2: 

2-4 .)— 8 /15 , page 5.

□ What accounts for the phenomenal growth ex­
perienced by Jehovah's Witnesses? Primarily, this 

is due to God's blessing. It is God's work. What Jeho­

vah's Witnesses teach in their evangelizing work is 

based on the Bible. Another key to their success is their 

full recognition of Christ Jesus as the appointed Head 

of the Christian congregation.— 9 /1 , page 19.

□ Why did Jehovah show David mercy in regard 
to his great sin with Bath-sheba? This was princi­

pally because of the Kingdom covenant that God had 

made with David, but it was also due to David's own 

mercifulness and his genuine repentance. (1 Samuel 24: 

4-7; 2 Samuel 7:12; 12:13; Psalm 5 1 :1 ,2 , 17)— 9/15, 

pages 10, 11.

□ What three types of evidence do the Christian 
Greek Scriptures give in support of Jesus' Mes- 
siahship? Jesus' lineage is the first line of evidence. 

(Matthew 1:1-16; Luke 3 :23-38) Another evidence is 

fulfilled prophecy. There are literally scores of prophe­

cies, such as that found at Daniel 9:25, identifying 

Jesus as the Messiah. The third line of evidence is God's 

own testimony; he provided this on three occasions with 

his own voice. (Matthew 17:5; Luke 3:21, 22; John 

12:28)— 10/1 , pages 10, 12.

□ What did Jesus mean when he said, as record­
ed at Matthew 24:37: "Just as the days of Noah 
were, so the presence of the Son of man will be"?
Noah was building the ark and was warning the wicked 

for a period of decades before the Flood arrived and 

wiped out the corrupt world system. Likewise, Christ's 

invisible presence lasts over a period of some decades, 

during which a global witness is given, before it too 

culminates in a great destruction.— 10/1, page 16.

□ What are some of the essentials for a good 
family Bible study? Time has to be bought out for 
the study. We should not allow it to be crowded out by 
TV or other diversions. The particular needs of the 
family must be considered. Use viewpoint questions to 
make sure the children understand what they are learn­
ing. (Matthew 17:25) Keep the atmosphere relaxed. Be 
enthusiastic, and get everyone involved in the study. 
— 10/15, page 17.

□ How concerned should Christians be that blood 
components may have been added to food prod­
ucts? Christians should guard against becoming dis­
turbed by mere possibility or rumor, and reasonable­
ness is needed even as to checking labels or making 
inquiry of butchers. However, if it is known that blood 
is widely used locally— whether in food or in medical 
treatment— Christians should be careful to obey God's 
command to abstain from blood. (Acts 15:28, 29) 
— 10/15, pages 30-1.

□ How does the book of Proverbs highlight the 
spiritual depth of the teaching methods used in 
Israel? The book of Proverbs shows that its purpose 
was to teach "inexperienced ones" such elevated things 
as wisdom, discipline, understanding, insight, judg­
ment, shrewdness, knowledge, and thinking ability 
— all in "the fear of Jehovah." (Proverbs 1:1-7; 2:1-14) 
— 11/1, page 12.

□ What balanced view of education should 
young people take today? Christians should regard 
education as a means to an end. Their purpose in these 
last days is to serve Jehovah as much and as effectively 
as possible in the full-time ministry if they can.— 11 /1, 
page 18.

□ Why did Jehovah require the nation of Israel 
to pay tithes? First, so that they could show in a 
tangible way their appreciation for Jehovah's good­
ness. Second, so that they could contribute to the sup­
port of the Levites, who could then concentrate on their 
obligations, including the teaching of the Law. (See 
2 Chronicles 17:7-9.)— 12/1, page 9.

□ What is the tithe that Christians are invited to 
bring? (Malachi 3:10) The tithe represents the por­
tion of what is ours that we bring to Jehovah or use in 
his service. This is a token of our love for him and 
of our realization that we belong to him.— 12/1, 
page 15.
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BIBLE
African Translations, 9/1 
Contradict Itself? 7/15 
Gift From God, 5/15 
Model Hebrew Manuscript, 10/15 
Releasing Last of Dead Sea Scrolls, 1/1 
Spanish Bible’s Battle for Survival, 6/15 
Treasure From Egyptian Garbage Heaps 

(Oxyrhynchus Manuscripts), 2/15 
Value of Nash Papyrus, 12/15

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND QUALITIES
Busy in Dead Works or in Jehovah’s Service? 

7/1
Comfort in Times of Distress, 7/15 
Elders— Delegate! 10/15 
Elders— Readjust Others in Spirit of Mildness, 

11/15
‘Exhorting on Basis of Love,’ 4/15
Follow the Surpassing Way of Love, 7/15
Have a Self-Sacrificing Spirit! 2/1
Have You Counted the Cost? 8/15
Learn Obedience by Accepting Discipline, 10/1
Put On Complete Suit of Armor,’ 5/15
“Return to Me, and I Will Return to You,” 8/1
’Should I Get Baptized?’ 10/1
Why So Easy to Lie? 12/15
You Can Cope With Frustration! 9/15

JEHOVAH
Acquaintance or Friend? 6/1
"Return to Me, and I Will Return to You,” 8/1

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
Announcement (Assistance for Governing 

Body), 4/15
Assembling With Lovers of God-Given 

Freedom, 1/15
Came Despite Discomfort and Danger, 7/1 
Christian Integrity in War-Torn Liberia, 1/1 
Finding True Happiness in “Paradise” (Hawaii), 

9/15
Gathering “Desirable Things” in Poland, 7/15 
Gilead Graduations, 6/1, 12/1 
Goajiro Indians Respond (Colombia,

Venezuela), 5/15 
Harvesting the Worshipers, 1/1 
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(Australia), 8/15
Imparting Understanding in Namibia, 11/15 
Islands of Indian Ocean Hear Good News, 2/15 
Jehovah Cared for Us Under Ban— Part 1,4/15 
Jehovah Cared for Us Under Ban— Part 2, 5/1 
Jehovah Cared for Us Under Ban— Part 3, 5/15 
Jehovah’s Witnesses— The Organization 

Behind the Name (Videocassette), 10/1 
“Life’s Water” Bubbles Forth in Cape Verde, 

3/15
New Book Thrills Millions (Greatest Man), 2/15 
Nigerian Supreme Court Upholds Religious 

Freedom, 12/15
Preaching in Maputo (Mozambique), 8/15 
Preaching in One of World’s Largest Ports 

(Netherlands), 4/15
Reaching “All Sorts of Men” in Belgium, 12/15 
Relief Mission to Ukraine, 3/15 
See What Jehovah Has Done! (Ethiopia), 11/1 
Shining as Illuminators (Central African 

Republic), 10/1
Truth Saturates Village of Many Waters 

(Lebanon), 10/15

JESUS CHRIST
“Divinity of Christ,” 1/15

KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
1/1, 2/1, 3/1, 4/1, 5/1, 6/1, 7/1,8/1, 9/1, 12/1

LIFE STORIES
After Buchenwald I Found the Truth (R. Seglat), 

6/1

“His Loving-Kindness Has Proved Mighty”
(J. Vergara Orozco), 2/1 

I Responded in Harvesttime (W. Remmie), 7/1 
I Swallowed My Pride and Found Happiness 

(V. Brandolini), 8/1
Jehovah Has Taken Good Care of Me 

(S. Wharerau), 9/1
Jehovah’s Way Is the Best Way of Living 

(E. Kankaanpaa), 4/1
Joy That Serving Jehovah Has Brought Me 

(G. Brumley), 12/1
Pursuing a Goal Set at Six Years of Age 

(S. Cowan), 3/1
When Someone Calls, Do You Answer?

(S. Tohara), 11/1

MAIN STUDY ARTICLES 
All True Christians Must Be Evangelizers, 9/1 
Blessing of Jehovah Makes Rich, 12/1 
“Bring All the Tenth Parts Into the Storehouse,” 

12/1
Christ Hated Lawlessness— Do You? 7/15 
Citizen or Foreigner, God Welcomes You! 4/15 
Day to Remember, 3/1 
Do Not Miss the Purpose of God-Given 

Freedom, 3/15
Education in Bible Times, 11/1 
Education With a Purpose, 11/1 
Elders, Judge With Righteousness, 7/1 
Everlasting Happiness Awaits Godly Givers, 

1/15
Fear Jehovah and Glorify His Holy Name, 1/1 
Fishing for Men in Global Waters, 6/15 
Free People but Accountable, 6/1 
God-Given Freedom Brings Joy, 3/15 
Greatest Man Who Ever Lived, 2/15 
Hailing God’s New World of Freedom, 4/1 
How Are You Running in the Race for Life? 8/1 
Inspired Pattern of Christian Missionary Work, 

9/1
‘In the Name of the Holy Spirit,’ 2/1 
Is Marriage the Only Key to Happiness? 5/15 
Jehovah, the Doer of Wondrous Things, 12/15 
Jehovah, the Impartial “Judge of All the Earth,” 

7/1
Jehovah Forgives in a Large Way, 9/15 
Jehovah Is Not to Blame, 11/15 
Jehovah Loves Cheerful Givers, 1/15 
Jehovah’s Gift of Holy Spirit, 2/1 
Jehovah’s Loving Family Arrangement, 10/15 
Jehovah’s Provision, the “Given Ones,” 4/15 
Jehovah’s Spirit Leads His People, 9/15 
Jehovah’s Use of “Foolishness” to Save Those 

Believing, 9/15
Keep Awake in “the Time of the End,” 5/1 
Keep Building One Another Up, 8/15 
Keep Close in Mind the Day of Jehovah, 5/1 
‘Let Your Advancement Be Manifest,’ 8/1 
Love for Jehovah Stimulates True Worship, 1/1 
Make Wise Use of Your Christian Freedom, 6/1 
Man’s "New World Order” Near? 4/1 
Messiah’s Presence and His Rule, 10/1 
Reject Worldly Fantasies, Pursue Kingdom 

Realities, 7/15
Serve Jehovah Loyally, 11/15 
Serving as Fishers of Men, 6/15 
Social Entertainment— Enjoy the Benefits, 

Avoid the Snares, 8/15 
Stand Fast for God-Given Freedom! 3/15 
True Freedom— From What Source? 4/1 
True Happiness in Serving Jehovah, 5/15 
Walking With a Unified Heart, 12/15 
Week That Changed the World, 3/1 
“We Have Found the Messiah”! 10/1 
What Do the Dragnet and Fish Mean for You? 

6/15
“Who Is Like Jehovah Our God?" 11/15 
Who Will Escape the “Time of Distress”? 5/1

Will You Respond to Jesus’ Love? 2/15 
Work to Preserve Your Family Into God’s New 

World, 10/15

MISCELLANEOUS 
An Educated Man (Paul), 11/1 
Appreciating the Gift of Life, 8/1 
A Step on the Way Back, 8/15 
Baptism “Into the Name Of,” 10/15 
Born Again, 11/15
Christendom and the Slave Trade, 9/1 
Christendom’s Harvest in Africa, 9/1 
Cross— Symbol of Christianity? 11/15 
Diocletian Attacks Christianity, 6/15 
Doves Flying to Their Dovecotes, 7/15 
Faith Healing Approved by God? 6/1 
False Prophets, 2/1
Family Distress— A Sign of the Times, 10/15 
Flood in Legends of World, 1/15 
God Listen When You Pray? 4/15 
Have Faith Like Elijah’s? 4/1 
Hope That Conquers Despair, 7/1 
How Can the Gospel Benefit You? 12/15 
How Do You View Sin? 11/1 
How Faith Can Help the Sick, 6/1 
Images Draw You Closer to God? 2/15 
Justin— Philosopher, Apologist, and Martyr, 

3/15
Kind of Security You Long For, 3/1
Life— Gift From God, 8/1
Mankind Really Need a Messiah? 10/1
Messiah— A Real Hope? 10/1
1914 Generation— Why Significant? 5/1
1914— Year That Shocked the World, 5/1
Not Peddlers of God’s Word, 12/1
Paul Versus Plato on Resurrection, 5/15
Plans for International Security, 3/1
Ransom in Exchange for Many, 6/15
Speaking in Tongues, 8/15
Taking in Knowledge of God and Jesus,’ 3/1
Trinity Taught by Apologists? 4/1
Trinity Taught by Apostolic Fathers? 2/1
Trinity— When and How Develop? 8/1
Unforgettable Flood, 1/15
Veneration of Images— A Controversy, 2/15
What God’s Kingdom Means, 3/15
What Really Is the Gospel? 12/15
Who Has God’s Favor? 12/1
Why Do Good People Suffer? 9/15
World Without Sin— How? 11/1
Worship Which God? 1/1

QUESTIONS FROM READERS 
Apostles doubt after resurrected Jesus 

appeared? (Mt 28:17), 12/1 
Birthday celebrations, 9/1 
Blood components in food, 10/15 
Covenanter must die? (Heb 9:16), 3/1 
Jesus know that John the Baptizer would die 

first? (Mt 11:11), 2/15 
Job alone faithful? (Job 1:8), 8/1 
Moses “the Christ”? (Heb 11:26), 11/15 
Pharaoh marry Sarah? 2/1 
Purchasing stolen goods, 6/15 
Unicorns, 6/1
‘Way of man with maiden’ “wonderful”?

(Pr 30:19), 7/1
Why Noah send raven then dove? 1/15 
Zechariah deaf and mute? (Lu 1:62), 4/1

SCENES FROM THE PROMISED LAND
Eat a Meal— Eat Bread, 9/1
Gennesaret— ‘Wonderful and Beautiful,’ 1/1
Gerasa— Where Jew and Greek Met, 7/1
Going to Shiloh— Good Children and Bad, 11/1
He Provided for Israel in Sinai, 5/1
Visit the Land, Visit the Sheep! 3/1
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Predicting the Future 
of the World Economy

THE instability of economic markets and a lack of confidence in analysts 
who failed to predict the 1987 stock market crash have made some 
businessmen turn to astrology to predict their financial future, 

claims the London magazine Accountancy Age. The magazine notes that 
“financial astrologers are gaining an impressive list of prestigious clien-^ 
tele for their detailed market predictions.”

One consultant compares the cycles he detects in 30 years 
of daily financial data with the movement of the planets.
On this basis he offers his predictions. Although many 
clients were reluctant to heed his advice before 1987, he 
now finds even hardheaded financiers prepared to listen.

Another financial astrologer draws charts based on 
dates of birth to assess a person’s character and also to 
seek out “cues for the timing of likely business devel­
opments.” Yet another believes that fluctuations of the 
silver market follow a lunar cycle. But when compared with 
regular financial analysts, this astrologer finds that his 
clients give him “very little scope for getting it wrong.”

There is, however, one financial forecast that is sure to 
come true, and it has nothing to do with astrology. This 
forecast is registered in the Bible and inspired by Jeho­
vah, the God who gives himself absolutely no “scope 
for getting it wrong.” He is the God “who cannot lie.”
( Titus 1:2 ) He had his prophet Ezekiel declare: “Into 
the streets they will throw their very silver, and an 
abhorrent thing their own gold will become. Nei­
ther their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver 
them.”—Ezekiel 7:19.

When will this be? During the coming “great 
tribulation” foretold by Jesus Christ, which Ezekiel termed 
“the day of Jehovah’s fury.” ( Matthew 24:21; Ezekiel 7:19) Financial pros­
perity will not secure survival, despite what astrologers may predict. It is only trust in Jehovah 
God, the Great Deliverer, that can guarantee security during this worldwide upheaval in which 
all corruption will be removed—political, religious, and commercial.—Proverbs 3:5, 6; Zeph- 
aniah 2:3; 2 Peter 2:9.


