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Worship W hich God?

NLIKE the animals, we humans have the capacity to wor-

ship. This is part of our makeup from birth. We also have a

U moral sense, a conscience to guide us as to what is right and

what is wrong. In various ways all of us follow that conscience, and
in doing so, many look to a god or gods for guidance.

During the past century or two, some worldly intellectuals have
disputed the existence of an almighty God and Creator. In 1844,
Karl Marx declared religion to be “the opium of the people.” Later,
Charles Darwin brought forth the theory of evolution. Then came
the Bolshevik revolution. In Eastern Europe atheism became
official state policy, and it was claimed that religion would die out
with the generation of 1917. But those atheists could not change
the way humans are made. This is evidenced in the resurgence of
religion in Eastern Europe at this time.

However, as the Bible says, there are many who “are called
‘gods,” whether in heaven or on
earth, just as there are many
‘gods’ and many ‘lords.”” (1 Co-
rinthians 8:5) Through the ages

mankind has worshiped a multi-
tude of gods. There have been gods of
fertility, of love, of war, and of wine and
revelry. In the Hindu religion alone, gods

number into the millions.
Trinities of gods have flourished in Babylon,
Assyria, and Egypt, as well as in Buddhist lands.
Christendom too has its “holy” Trinity. Islam, reject-
ing the Trinity, has “no god but Allah.” Moreover, even those who
scoff at the concept of an invisible, almighty God have their own
gods. For example, at Philippians 3:19, the Bible says of
humans who are snared in materialistic pursuits: “Their

god is their belly.”

Most people worship the god or gods of the land or
society into which they happened to be born. This
raises questions. Do all forms of worship lead to the
same place—Ilike roads up to a mountain peak? Or
do many of religion’s mystic roads lead to calami-
ty—like pathways to a precipice? Are there many
proper ways to worship or is there just one? Are there
many praiseworthy gods or is there just one Almighty God who is

worthy of our exclusive devotion and worship?
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The Rise of False Gods

The above questions merit our close exam-
ination. Why? Because the oldest written
authority on religion, the Bible, describes
how a false god, operating through a ser-
pent, enticed our first ancestors into adisas-
trous course. We are experiencing the dis-
tressing results of his strategy to this day.
(Genesis 3:1-13, 16-19; Psalm 51:5) Jesus,
“the Son of God,” spoke of that rebel god as
“the ruler of this world.” One of Jesus’
apostles called him “the god of this system
of things.” (John 1:34; 12:31; 16:11; 2 Co-
rinthians 4:4) At Revelation chapter 12,
verse 9, he is described as “the original
serpent, the one called Devil and Satan, who
is misleading the entire inhabited earth.” A
world empire of false religion lies under
Satan’s control.

Satan is the archdeceiver. (1 Timothy
2:14) He plays upon mankind’s inborn desire
to worship by promoting many kinds of
deities—ancestral spirits, idols, icons, Ma-
donnas. He even sponsors worship of human
gods, such as mighty rulers, victorious gen-
erals, and movie and sports stars. (Acts 12:
21-23) We do well to keep on guard, resolved
to seek out and worship only the true God,
who really “is not far off from each one of
us.”—Acts 17:27.

Who, then, is this unique God that we
should worship? Some 3,000 years ago, the
Bible psalmist described him as “the Most
High . . ., the Almighty One . . ., my God,
in whom I will trust,” and called him by his
illustrious name—“Jehovah.” (Psalm 91:
1, 2) Earlier, Moses had said of him: “Jeho-
vah our God is one Jehovah.” (Deuteronomy
6:4) And the prophet lIsaiah quoted God
himselfas saying: “l am Jehovah. That is my
name; and to no one else shall I give my own
glory, neither my praise to graven images.”
—Isaiah 42:8.
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Jehovah God purposes to clear his name of
all the reproach that the false god Satan
has smeared upon it. He illustrated how he
would do this in the year 1513 B.C.E., when
he used his prophet Moses to deliver the
people of Israel from Egyptian oppression.
On that occasion, God linked his name Jeho-
vah with the words: “I shall prove to be what
I shall prove to be.” (Exodus 3:14, 15) He
would vindicate himself against Egypt's
Pharaoh, but first he told that wicked ruler:
“For this cause | have kept you in existence,
for the sake of showing you my power and in
order to have my name declared in all the
earth.”—Exodus 9:16.

The situation is similar today. Like Pha-
raoh of old, the god of this world, Satan,
defies Jehovah God and craftily carries on
spiritual warfare against those humans who
love righteousness and truth. (Ephesians 6:
11, 12, 18) Once again, God has purposed to
magnify his name in the face of Satan’'s
opposition. However, before showing his
power by destroying Satan and all his
works, Jehovah sends forth his worship-
ers to declare His name in all the earth. This
witnessing to his name is a vital part of true
worship.

Appropriately, God himself has said that
these worshipers would be his witnesses,
Jehovah’s Witnesses, “the people whom |
have formed for myself, that they should
recount the praise of me.” (Isaiah 43:
10-12, 21) How do they recount Jehovah’s
praise? They preach and teach publicly and
from house to house, declaring the good
news that Jehovah’'s Kingdom, ruled by his
Son, Jesus Christ, will bring eternal bless-
ings to obedient mankind on this earth.
Thus, they worship God “without letup,” as
did true Christians in the first century.
(Acts 5:42; 20:20, 21) Have they enjoyed
divine blessing in this? The following pages
will answer.



Harvesting the
Worshipers

HE apostle John was given a vision of world-

shaking events that would take place “in the

Lord's day.” He saw the heavenly Lord Jesus

Christ riding forth to righteous warfare, pictured by

a white stallion—*“conquering and to complete his
conquest.” The first thing he does is to hurl God’s
archenemy, Satan, out of the heavens down to the
vicinity of this earth. Satan responds by plaguing man-
kind with unprecedented slaughter, famine, and disease,
pictured by the figurative riders and their horses—red,
black, and pale in color. (Revelation 1:10; 6:1-8; 12:9-12)
These woes exploded first in the year 1914 and have escalated
since that time. Shortly, they will be climaxed by what Jesus
described as “great tribulation such as has not occurred since
the world’s beginning until now, no, nor will occur again.”

—Matthew 24:3-8, 21.

How will Jehovah’s worshipers fare at that time? Revelation
chapter 7, verses 1to 10, speaks of angelic forces “holding tight”
the winds of destruction until these worshipers are gathered.
During the period since 1914, the last ones on earth of spiritual
Israel, numbering 144,000, are gathered. And then “look! a great
crowd, which no man was able to number, out of all nations and
tribes and peoples and tongues.” This great crowd already num-
bers into the millions. They stand approved before God’s throne
because of exercising faith in the ransoming blood of Jesus, who
was slaughtered like an innocent lamb. “And they keep on crying
with a loud voice, saying: ‘Salvation we owe to our God, who is
seated on the throne, and to the Lamb.’ ” These zealous worshipers
keep saying “Come!” to still others, who in turn are gathered for
salvation through “the great tribulation.”—Revelation 7:14-17,
22:17.

“Into All the Earth”
Of these devoted worshipers, it can be said: “Into all the earth
their sound went out, and to the extremities of the inhabited
earth their utterances.” (Romans 10:18) Their hard work has
been blessed with remarkable fruitage. For example:
Mexico now reports 335,965 active worshipers of Jehovah, an
increase of almost a hundred thousand in just three years! Why
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so great an expansion? The following ac-
count may help to explain. A young man
named Aurelio was the sacristan in a Cath-
olic church. Every time Jehovah's Witness-
es came into that village, he rang the church
bells to discourage anyone from listening to
them. In time he bought a Catholic Jerusa-
lem Bible and started to read it, but he did
not understand it. Then one day he saw a
friend with a copy of the New World Trans-
lation under his arm. Aurelio chided his
friend and, telling him that his Bible was
false, took him to his own home to show him
the “real” Bible. His friend said: “Read Ex-
odus 20,” and then he left.

Starting with chapter 1, the sacristan
read through Exodus until he came to chap-
ter 20, verses 4 and 5. He was shocked by
what his Catholic Bible said about images.
After Mass the next Sunday, he confronted
the priest with the texts about images. At
first the priest said that he himself just
venerated the images; he did not worship
them. Seeing that this did not satisfy Aure-
lio, the priest accused him of studying with
Jehovah’'s Witnesses. Aurelio denied this
but added, “Now I will!”

The next time the Witnesses came to the
village, Aurelio contacted them and began
studying the Bible with them. He stopped
working in the church and in three months
qualified to share in the public ministry
with Jehovah’s Witnesses. The first home
he visited was that of the priest, who could
not believe his eyes when he saw the former
sacristan in the role of a Kingdom preacher.
The priest threatened him with excommu-
nication, but Aurelio told him that this
would not be necessary as he had already
left the church. His bold course encouraged
many of the villagers who were already
studying with Jehovah's Witnesses. Aurelio
and 21 others from that village were bap-
tized at the next district convention. So
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rapid is the growth in this area that there
was only one elder available to review with
this group the questions for baptismal can-
didates.

“Their Sound Went Out”

There is no escape from the Kingdom
preaching. An Italian Catholic used to get
annoyed every time Jehovah's Witnesses
called on him. So when his company trans-
ferred him to Singapore, he felt that at last
he would not be bothered by them. But to
his surprise, the Witnesses were there too.
So he obtained two fierce dogs to attack the
next Witnesses who came. When two Wit-
nesses called at his home, out jumped those
dogs. Terrified, the women ran for their
lives, going in different directions at a road
junction. As one of the dogs caught up
with her, one of the Witnesses desperately
grabbed two brochures from her bag and
shoved them into the dog’'s open mouth. At
this, it stopped chasing her, turned around,
and trotted home.

The following week, the same two Wit-
nesses were making a return visit at a house
across the street. The dogs’ owner was in
his garden, and, surprisingly, he greeted
the women and invited them into his house.
He told them that he had never spoken to
Jehovah’s Witnesses or read any of their
publications. But he had been amazed to
find the brochures in the mouth of one of his
dogs. That evening he had read the bro-
chures and was really impressed with them.
Although he had been a Catholic all his life,
he expressed a desire to study the Bible
with Jehovah's Witnesses.

Since the man was being transferred
back to Italy, arrangements were made for
Jehovah’s Witnesses to study with him
there. As he and his wife started to attend
meetings, the parish priest angrily con-
fronted them with threats. When someone



set fire to their garden, the couple severed
all ties with the church. This man now says:
“I have already been witnessing to many of
my family members because | want to let
them know that Jehovah is the only true
God.”

“To the Extremities
of the Inhabited Earth”

Another experience from an extremity of
the earth shows how the Kingdom message
is appreciated and helps to change lives.
While attending prenatal classes, a Witness
in Australia met a woman who had many
bad habits, even refusing to give up smok-
ing during her pregnancy. The Witness was
very disturbed by her attitude. It happened
that they had their babies at the same time
and in the same ward, so they had a chance
to talk. It appeared that the woman had had
many problems during her childhood, and
now her marriage was on the verge of
breaking up. So, after getting out of the
hospital, the Witness called on the woman
and started a Bible study with her, using
the book Making Your Family Life Happy.

The woman’s husband had been praying
to God that he would find the true religion,
adding the proviso: “As long as it is not
Jehovah’'s Witnesses!” Nevertheless, when
he found out that his wife was studying
with the Witnesses, he began to ask ques-
tions and was invited to join in the study.
This he did, and soon he began to attend
congregation meetings. Now, both husband
and wife have been baptized, and evidently
their marital situation has improved im-
mensely.

Home Bible studies based on such litera-
ture have resulted in the gathering of many
new worshipers. In lands where Jehovah's
Witnesses have had to contend with revolu-
tions, civil war, or governmental restric-
tions, home Bible study activity has in-
creased. Civil war raged in Angola for many

years, and the Witnesses suffered much
persecution and hardship. Early last year,
reports showed that, on the average, each
publisher was conducting almost three
home Bible studies, but the publishers had
little Bible literature. Traveling overseers
served a small group each day, arranging
field service during the day and meetings
each evening. What a joy when hostilities
ended and 42 tons of much-needed Bible
literature arrived from South Africa! Sure-
ly, the love of those brothers will “abound
yet more and more with accurate knowledge
and full discernment,” as they are now
able to “make sure of the more important
things.” (Philippians 1:9, 10) What an in-
centive for those who have plenty of Bible
study aids on hand to take full advantage of
the provision that Jehovah so graciously
makes!— 1 Timothy 4:15, 16.

The happiness of these faithful worship-
ers reminds us of Jesus’ words in the Ser-
mon on the Mount: “Happy are those con-
scious of their spiritual need, since the
kingdom of the heavens belongs to them....
Happy are those who have been persecuted
for righteousness’ sake, since the kingdom
of the heavens belongs to them... . Rejoice
and leap for joy, since your reward is great
in the heavens.” (Matthew 5:3-12) What a
harvest is already being gathered in Angola!

In other areas of the world, restrictions
on the activity of Jehovah’'s Witnesses are
also being eased or removed. Jesus com-
mented in his day: “Yes, the harvest is
great, but the workers are few.” (Matthew
9:37) How true this is today! The need for
more workers is always there. We are glad
that our worship involves gathering in the
harvest. There is no greater joy to be found
on earth today than our fruitful dedicated
service to Jehovah God.

What is it, though, that motivates Jeho-
vah's worshipers to show such joy and zeal?
We shall see.
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Love for Jehovah

STIMULATES TRUE WORSHIP

“This is what the love of God nears, that we dbsene his commandments. ”

— 1JOHN 5:3.

GROUP of 80 visitors from Japan
A were touring an Assembly Hall of

Jehovah’s Witnesses in California,
U.S.A. Delightful surroundings, including
a garden complete with blue jays, doves,
and hummingbirds, made them feel even
closer to their Grand Creator, Jehovah
God. Their tour guide soon realized that
almost everyone in the group was serving
full-time as a pioneer. So, later, the group
was asked a question that has often been
posed: “Why are there so many pioneers in
Japan?” For a moment there was silence.
Then one young woman volunteered a re-
sponse: “Because we love Jehovah.”

2 Love for Jehovah—how this impels
to be zealous in his service! True, not
everyone can pioneer. Indeed, the majority
of our more than four million Kingdom

1, 2. With what motive should we serve Jeho-

publishers have not been able to make room
for this privilege. But many whose circum-
stances permit reach out for it. The rest of
us can also “trust in Jehovah and do good,”
showing our love by having some part in
the disciple-making work. (Psalm 37:3, 4)
And all dedicated worshipers of Jehovah
can share in fostering the pioneer spirit,
giving loving support to those who are
pioneering.— Matthew 24:14; 28:19.

3 In contrast with most professing Chris-

tians, who conveniently regard religion as
a mere appendage to their lives, Jehovah's
Witnesses demonstrate an intense love for
God that motivates them to keep on “seek-

us ing first the kingdom and his righteous-

ness.” This has called for sacrifice, but how
worthwhile that sacrifice has been! (Mat-
thew 6:33; 16:24) It has been in line with

3. What contrast is to be noted between most



the first great commandment, stated ini-
tially by Moses and repeated by Jesus
Christ: “Jehovah our God is one Jehovah,
and you must love Jehovah your God with
your whole heart and with your whole soul
and with your whole mind and with your
whole strength.”—Mark 12:29, 30; Deu-
teronomy 6:4, 5.

40ne of the headquarters staff of Je-
hovah’'s Witnesses remarked recently to
F. W. Franz, the 98-year-old president of
the Watch Tower Society who has spent
more than 70 years in full-time service:
“You have been a fine example of faithful-
ness, Brother Franz.” And Brother Franz
replied: “Yes! You have to be faithful.” That
sums up the matter. In whatever aspect
of Kingdom activity we serve, we can be
faithful.— 1 Corinthians 4:2; Galatians 3:9.

5True, many would like to do much more
in Jehovah’s service, but Scriptural re-
sponsibilities or health problems may limit
them somewhat. Those who are unable to
pioneer, however, are not to be regarded as
less faithful. Some have stayed loyal under
the most trying conditions and often for a
great many years. Yes, they have been
faithful! They have shown love for Jehovah
and served diligently in wholehearted sup-

4, 5. Who are to be regarded as faithful, and
how may faithfulness be shown?

port of his theocratic arrangements. They
have taken a keen interest in the pioneers’
activity and have given encouragement to
potential pioneers, often their own chil-
dren, to work toward pioneering as a
career in life that excels all others.—Com-
pare Deuteronomy 30:19, 20.

6The loving unity of action of all of
God’s people today may be illustrated by
the account at 1 Samuel 30:16-25. In battle
against the Amalekites, “David went strik-
ing them down from the morning darkness
until the evening” and took much spoil.
Upon returning to camp, some of David’'s
fighting men asked that none of the spoil
be given to those who had not advanced
with them into the heat of battle. But
David answered: “Who will listen to you as
to this saying? For as the share of the one
that went down into the battle even so will
the share of the one that sat by the bag-
gage be. All will have a share together.”

7The same principle applies today. Pio-
neers are out in the forefront of our spiri-
tual warfare. But all others in the congre-
gation give wholehearted, loyal support.
And the grand result of their combined
activity during 1991 is portrayed in the
chart that now follows.

6, 7. How does the precedent set out at 1 Sam-
uel 30:16-25 apply today?
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1991 SERVICE YEAR REPORT OF JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES WORLDWIDE

Country or Territory

Alaska

Algeria
American Samoa
Andorra
Anguilla
Antigua

Argentina
Aruba
Australia
Austria
Azores
Bahamas

Bangladesh
Barbados
Belau
Belgium
Belize
Benin

Bermuda
Bolivia
Bonaire
Botswana
Brazil
Britain

Brunei
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Cameroon
Canada

Cape Verde

Cayman Islands
Central Afr. Rep.
Chad

Chile
Chuuk(Truk)
Colombia

Comoros
Congo

Cook Islands
CostaRica
Coted’lvoire
Curasao

rus _
Czechoslovakia

Population

559,430
26,000,000
46,773
54,507
7,000
80,000

32,370,298
71,761
17,210,000
7,812,000
266,268
254,685

114,027,840

4,840,000

57,000
7,000,000
11,058
1,300,000
154,251,530
56,023,735

270,000
8,997,000
7,318,695

12,243,700
26,964,700
386,860

24,000
2,900,000
5,500,000

13,385,817

61,143

33,595,800

480,000
2,275,000
18,000
3,029,746
9,273,167
144,952

575,000
15,567,666

1991
Peak
Pubs.

2,104
49
203
169
24
301

88,109
461
55,188
19,370
469
1,233

A
1,862
61
26,000
965
2,621

376
8,310
63

588
327,949
125,836

1

159

494
16,252
105,064
531

86
1,374
301
42,407
57
50,085

5
1,925
136
13,384
3,787
1,479

1,354
23,767

Ratio,
One Pub-
lisher to:

266
530,612
230
323
292
266

367
156
312
403
568
207

3,353,760
139

259

382

197

1,847

152
842
176
2,211
470
445

24,545
56,585
14,815
753
257
729

279
2,111
18,272
316
1073
671

96,000
1,182

226
2,449

425
655

1991
Av.
Pubs.

1,985
43

192
162

23
274

85,405
450

53,484
19,107
445
1,201

31
1811

57
24,810
888
2,263

348
7,804
56

540
302,367
118,100

7

104

467
15,205
100,991
475

8L
1,309

38,946
50
47,494

% Inc.

Over
1990

Exr RowbBwb sbwsnve Roowys

.
iR
q

=
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1990
Pubs.
1,908

1991
No.
Bptzd.

109

2

n

7

12
8,292
38

2,955

Av.
Pio.
Pubs.

199
1
37
16
3
39

11,299
25

5,363
1714
48
154

8

191
15
1,966
154
300

41
1,562
3

58
30,078
12,692

14

90

566

11,133
7

No. of
Congs.

1332

47

231
101
17

14
406

Total
Hours

351,586
2,896
55,865
31,038
6,342
66,442

19,970,845
68,182
10,957,910
3,864,444
91,119
277,969

11,022
359,906
21,201
4,618,291
250,894
620,024

73,860
2,542,289

,222
122,785
59,546,064
23,549,120

397

39,267
160,015
2,436,858
20,497,168
140,324

18,819

1,061
565,693
27,635
2,548,223
1,209,153
271,665

289,708
4,216,247

Av.
Bible
Studies
1,698

12,061
1,286
3,122

266
12,940
51

662
388,688
58,277

Memorial
Atten-
dance

213,437
1,241
101,507
33,516
1,255
2,938

95
4,769
235
49,527
3,968
10,905

887
33,549
170
1,851
897,739
222,125



2661 ‘! Aaenuer —aesmolydrem ayl

1T

Denmark
Dominica
Dominican Rep.
Ecuador

El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia

Faeroe Islands
Falkland Islands
Fiji

Finland

France

French Guiana
Gabon

Gambia, The
Germany

Ghana
Gibraltar
Greece
Greenland
Grenada
Guadeloupe

Guam
Guatemala
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Guyana

Haiti

Hawaii
Honduras
Hong Kong
Hungary
Iceland
India

Ireland
Israel
Italy
Jamaica
Japan
Kenya

Kiribati

Korea, Republic of
Kosrae

Lebanon

Lesotho

Liberia

Libya
Liechtenstein
Luxembourg
Macao
Madagascar
Madeira

5,154,046
1,200
8,000,000
10,800,000

5,961,905
332,310
49,500,000
47,390
2,000
735,985

5,007,816
56,536,175
114,600

900,000
79,994,300

14,609,330
30,

,861
10,256,464
55,533
110,000
387,000

150,000
9,000,000
7,828,000
1,000,000

56,000
6,000,000

1,108,229
4,851,023
6,000,000
10,437,000
255,708
852,370,169

5,112,800
6,487,700
57,742,241
2,300,000
123,156,678
23,000,000

72,137

43,520,199
7,72

2,852,000

1,800,000
2,500,000

4,280,000

456,857
400,000
11,525,000
71,904

11,524

3,741
404
187,357
9,430
159,391
6,300

44
66,530
17

2,821
1,608
1,778

14

58
1,603
37
4,005
742

316
308
577
520

304
1,932
16,391
416
222
478

276
479
147
1,039
34,615
507

424
229
415
437
236

58

381
690
31,951
90,909
457
831

174
751
2,586
896
1,044
73,965

1,367
16,059
308
244
773
3,651

1,639
654

455
1011
1,119
1,406

305,714
498

285
10,811
2,878
366

15,876

12,864
19,295

18,611
160
2,730
108

9
1,465

17,504
115,243
726
1,015

154,496
31,815

24,370
118

6,482
381

12,464
218

1,628
6,666

6,170

1,573
32

3,609
676
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15,894

244
11,767
16,923

17,779
158
2,413
118

8
1,506

17,095
111,884
624

826

26
150,630

31,089
131
24,131
120

395
6,103

364
11,616
202

7
1,585
6,180

5,900
5,603
2,073
10,300
237
9,725

3,338
370
177,066
8,645
143,399
5,255

37
59,787
16
2,455

1,210
1,830

12

49
1,502
25
3,505
626

625
6,927

151
6,904
2,351
1,192

15

14
532

14
1,097
24

118
899

292
554
181
1,169
9

1,066

159

25
10,377
610
11,877
740

5,639
214

204
54

399
62

1,267
32

2,704
3,569

2,101
22

483
28
1
308

2,223
9,589

102
151

9
10,358
2,795

25,920
3

228
281
190

159

42

2,415
170
2,560
140

1
1,159

2,590,801
67,04

3,970,095

5,748,712

4,445,921
42,357
862,403
33,235
907
473,822

3,481,429
23,080,033
204,707

13,450
27,275,690

4,243,418
25,191
4,597,088
38,229
107,666
1,151,259

124,002
2,891,520
69,050
3,970
353,219
1,791,826

1,591,624
1,703,801
829,123

2,091,469

10,823
28,878,224
4,689
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Country or Territory

Malaysia

Mali

Malta

Marquesas Islands
Marshall Islands
Martinique

Mauritius
Mayotte
Mexico
Montserrat
Morocco
Mozambique

Myanmar
Namibia
Nauru
Nepal
Netherlands
Nevis

New Caledonia
New Zealand
Nicaragua
Niger

Nigeria

Niue

Norfolk Island
Norway

Pakistan

Panama

Papua New Guinea
Paraguay

Peru

Philippines
Pohnpei(Ponape)
Poland

Portugal
PuertoRico

Reunion
Rodrigues
Romania
Rota
Rwanda
Saba

St. Eustatius

St. Helena

St. Kitts

St. Lucia

St. Maarten

St. Pierre &Miquelon

Population

18,274,000
9,200,000
400,000
7,358
45,132
359,570

1,053,400
86,000
82,289,502
11,888
26,200,000
13,411,860

42,000,000
1,500,000
,000
19,559,520
15,010,445
9,580

164,173
3,427,796
4,000,000
7,691,000

118,865,000
2,000

4,277,648

22,500,000
62,000,000
34,546
39,358,600
10,000,000
3,522,000

37,782
23,211,395
2,295
7,400,000
1,000

1,400
6,000
34,120
140,000
24,000
6,300

1991
Peak
Pubs.

1,273
104
445

29
173
3,093

977

A
335,965
a4

39
7,257

1,901
624

4

83
32,030
36

1,265
12,314
8,835
145
150,620
28

10
9,765
296
7,096
2,775
3,760

40,640
110,225
79
101,944
38,866
24,800

1,932
36
21,696
23

1,302
5

Ratio,
One Pub-
lisher to:

14,355
88,462
899
254
261
116

1,078
2,529
245

270
671,795
1,848

22,094

1,500
235,657
469

266

130
278
453
53,041
789

7

198
437
371,622
345

1,085
1,138

554
562
437
386
257
142

309
1,050
1,070

100
5,684

200

117

44
213
293
136
700

1991
Av.
Pubs.

1,226
98
425
24
154
3,034

932

30
319,634
A

32
4,497

1,784
579

% Inc.
Over
1990

8
14
6
41

._\
BarvR e

B8 ohdREy wrownud RuoorS

872

25
292,023
26

39
3,901
1,666

566

3

59
30,092
35

1,098
11,106
7,381
128
138,107
19

4
9,336

265
6,089
2,347
3,173

32,708
100,571
65
93,845
36,524
23,520

1,743
28
18,003
13

990
5

5
103
140
440
144

7

1,005
9
7,116
3

8~

Av.
Pio.
Pubs.

46,001
5

3
416
265

70

21
2,014
5

123
1,396
1274

17,466
3

661
1,019
33

539

9,179
21,486

2:347
208

No. of
Congs.

RPNNNN

Total
Hours

351,933
62,429
91,189
10,681
46,557

689,205

248,498

270,257
2,516,135
2,552,158

,589
32,014,211
4,684

1,316

13,506,449
26,766,862
24,581
16,165,967
6,628,388
4,737,319

437,853
15,137
3,105,944
4,594

413,970
2,752

2,699
14,468
34,496

104,555
34,564
1,192

Av.
Bible
Studies

1,987
308
255

48
394
3,355

1,076
55
472,389
45

32
6,611

1,719
589

1

197
10,863
42

1,257

7
3,875
405
10,117
3,814
4,876

64,347
84,976

67,510
25,808
19,945
1,668
55
6,287
20

3,078
7

222
558
203

Memorial
Atten-
dance

3,396
382
776

58

1,106

7,332

2,307

91
1,230,099
143

114
17,744

4,719
1,605
42

365
53,462
124

3,551
23,080
42,659

606
440,051
87

13
16,183
1,180
23,153
12,930
9,493

144,181
332,830
337
200,422
82,588
62,048

4,596
63
51,520
64

3,500
13

34
290
334

1,352
535
19
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St. Vincent
Saipan

San Marino
Sao Tome
Senegal
Seychelles

SierraLeone
Solomon Islands
South Africa
Spain

Sri Lanka
Suriname

Swaziland
Sweden
Switzerland
Tahiti
Taiwan
Tanzania

Thailand
Togo
Tokelau
Tonga
Trinidad
Tunisia

Turkey

Turks &Caicos Isis.
Tuvalu

Uganda

USSR

U.S. of America

Uruguay
Vanuatu
Venezuela

Virgin Isis. (Brit.)
Virginlsis. (U.S.)

Wallis &Futuna lsis.

Western Samoa
Y

ap .
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe

186 Countries
*25 Other Countries

Grand Total (211 countries)

120,000 224
45,744 127
23,000 136

110,000 61

7,300,000 596
67,378 96
4,769,000 718
328,723 851
37,433,192 51,873
38,425,679 88,212
17,000,000 1,355
400,000 1,621
845,201 1471
8,617,953 23,223
6,750,000 17,263
182,122 1,347
20,000,000 1,900
25,709,400 4,005
56,303,273 1,226
3,565,649 6,110
1,700 7
94,649 64
1,235,400 6,065
8,400,000 37
55,000,000 945
12,350 64
9,000 56
17,500,500 893
292,977,100 49,171
247,051,596 892,551
2,921,000 8,224
42,630 190
20,500,000 55,696
12,000 136
96,000 585
15,000 2
157,158 263
9,696 26
23,800,000 7,420
39,000,000 63,836
8,302,500 78,421
9,554,211 19,294
4,180,063

98,757

4,278,820

575
371
391
135
10,526
6,419

45,924
584
243

1,479
204

227,027

58,201
193
161

19,597

5,958
277

355
751
368
88
164
7,500

598
373
3,208
611
106
495

During the 1991 service year the Watch Tower Society spent
$40,219,589.01 in caring for special pioneers, missionaries,
and traveling overseers in their field service assignments.

210
132

575
89

656

49,419
85,303

1,292
22,618

74,673
18,034

3,979,818

4,071,954

183
87
128
48
566
76

635
758
46,595
81,091
1,252
1,496

1,165
22,176
16,305

1,095

1,627

3,423

1,106
4,850
6

57
5,618
32

883

51

46

710
39,306
816,417

BoRB obBoRe sSRwoce cusdbiy BREavE svco~w SnbwlH

71,876
17,383

3,761,241
85,070

woo b

Ul

59 3,846,311

(A)&'I)NOO(AJOO

52

818
5,245
5,191
1,730

293,632

300,945

866
891

9
1,094
3

14

157
2,238
100,938

857
20
9,679
20

63
2

47

7

719
9,029
9,606
2,026

546,998
11,516

558,514

4 71,707
1 31,889

2 30,888

1 15,509

15 227,105

2 23,587

30 241,332
36 153,427
1,077 11,362,961
1118 21,337,282
3% 408,350
23 422.243
50 364,677
346 4,386,944
307 3,305,786
17 276.877

26 753.228
102 1,300,085
35 299,432
8L 1,694,268

1 354

1 17,494

62 1,586,890

1 6,034

12 208,976

1 20,555

1 9718

18 273,297
544 6,088,510
9524  174.552,163
11 1,625,826
2 46,850
704 15,372,787
4 20,928

8 116,348
269

6 75,720

1 10,726

147 1,589,446
1227 17,646,519
1883 16,594,741
571 4,079,730
64,440 929,935,544
1767 21,934,477
66,207 951,870,021

375
128

298
1,136
143

1,153

48,158
53,312

2.223

1,735
10,991
10,827

1,538

2,896

4,464

1,151
15,475

289

45
3,817
116,630
99,018
21,582

3,811,142
136,119

3,947,261

1,758

247

198

3,241
108,633
1,910,194

872

16,072
233,583
353,778

54,968

10,449,017
01,141

10,650,158

MEMORIAL PARTAKERS WORLDWIDE: 8,850
* Percentage of decrease )
# Work banned and reports are incomplete



An Outstanding Report

8Yes, the preceding four pages of this
magazine show how the united efforts of all
of Jehovah'’s zealous worshipers have con-
tributed to a thrilling worldwide expan-
sion during 1991. A splendid new peak of
4,278,820 Kingdom publishers is record-
ed—a 6.5-percent increase. These devot-
ed 951,870,021 hours (almost one billion!)
to the service. And note the sterling effort
put forth by our brothers in countries new-
ly appearing in the worldwide report—Bul-
garia, Cameroon, Czechoslovakia, Ethio-
pia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Rwanda, and
U.S.S.R.

9In recent years the pioneer spirit has
spread throughout the world. Even in lands
where freedom of worship has been grant-
ed only recently, the pioneer ranks are
swelling. Harsh economic conditions are
not deterring these stalwart Witnesses
from devoting their all to the worship
of Jehovah. (Compare 2 Corinthians 11
23, 27.) On a monthly average, 14 percent
of all Kingdom publishers have been pio-
neering. The peak number of pioneers is
780,202, which is an excellent 18 percent of
all publishers.

100n observing the joys experienced by
the pioneers, others too are encouraged to
take up this service. If you are not yet
pioneering, could your love for Jehovah
spur you on to say, as we read at Isaiah 6:8,
“Here | am! Send me”? Or through your
diligent Bible study, might God's Word

8. (a) What does the worldwide report reveal as
to total publishers and the hours they spent in
Jehovah's service? (b) What points of interest do
you note for countries newly appearing in the
report?

9, 10. (a) How have the pioneers responded to
the challenge of hard times? (b) What encour-
agement is provided for entering the pioneer
service?

14 The watchtower— January i, 1992

ignite a burning desire in your heart, so
that you just have to take the further step
of entering pioneer service? Even in a time
of trial, the word of Jehovah stimulated
Jeremiah, so that he could not hold back.
—Jeremiah 20:9.

Loving Service to Mankind

11.0ne of the outstanding features of the
year's report is the growth in the number of
free home Bible studies, 3,947,261, being
conducted regularly each month worldwide.
This is aloving arrangement whereby Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses follow up the interest that
they locate in their house-to-house work. We
are happy to conduct Bible studies with
people of all nationalities and racial back-
grounds, working with the same earnest-
ness that the apostle Paul showed. His ‘thor-
oughly bearing witness both to Jews and to
Greeks’' no doubt called for many hours of
teaching the truth. (Acts 20:20, 21) It is the
same today. Jehovah’s Witnesses are help-
ing “all sorts of men [to] be saved and come
to an accurate knowledge of truth.”— 1 Tim-
othy 2:4.

P How exciting the reports of increased
Bible study activity in Eastern Europe! For
decades our brothers there had to meet in
small groups, with perhaps just one well-
worn, mimeographed copy of an old Watch-
tower for all in the group. But now an
abundance of Bibles and Bible literature is
flooding into those lands. It reminds one of
Song of Solomon 2:4, King James
“He [Christ Jesus] brought me to the [spir-
itual] banqueting house, and his banner
over me was love.” Having their personal
copies of the magazines, many are becom-

11. How has the home Bible study activity pros-
pered?

12-14. What joyful reports are coming out of
Europe?



WHY SO MANY PIONEERS?

Reportedly, for 2,600 years the Japanese were fervent worshipers of their emperors. In the
wars of this 20th century alone, more than three million Japanese fighting men sacrificed their
lives, for they thought there was no greater honor than to die for their emperor-god. But
Buddhist-Shinto militarism failed in World War Il, and thereafter the emperor renounced his

godship. What could fill this religious vacuum? Happily,

home Bible studies conducted by

missionaries of Jehovah's Witnesses and later by native Witnesses helped many to find the true
God, Jehovah, and to dedicate their lives to him. This dedication means much to those Japanese
Witnesses. If in former times they would have sacrificed their lives for an emperor-god, with how
much greater zeal they now devote their energies as pioneers in worshiping the living God and
Creator of the universe— the Sovereign Lord Jehovah!

ing well equipped to handle “the word of
the truth aright.”—2 Timothy 2:15.

BA congregation of 103 publishers in
St. Petersburg, Russia, recently reported
over 300 home Bible studies. As fruitage of
this Bible study effort, 53 new Witnesses
were baptized in just eight months. More
than half the congregation have been in the
truth eight months or less! And they have
no elders—just one ministerial servant to
care for their spiritual advancement.

UA Kingdom publisher in Estonia was
asked by a Bible student whether she
might invite some of her friends to the
study. When the Witness arrived at the
home the following week, she found over 50
persons assembled! Of course, special ar-
rangements were needed for continued
care of all that interest.

B Many who are studying get their first
taste of Christian fellowship by attending
the Memorial of Jesus’ death. This past
year, attendance exceeded 10,000,000 for
the first time, 10,650,158 assembling world-
wide in 66,207 congregations for this joyful
occasion. In numerous Latin-American, Af-

15. What is to be said about Memorial atten-
dance and baptisms?

rican, and Eastern European countries,
there were attendances three or four times
the number of Kingdom publishers. Now we
must start preparing for the Memorial to be
held this year on Friday, April 17. It is hoped
that a large number of new Bible students
who attend the Memorial will continue to
make progress toward baptism. As for bap-
tisms, in 1991 we again saw more than
300,000 symbolizing their dedication to Je-
hovah God by water immersion.

Lovers of Godly Freedom

16 A noteworthy feature of the 1991 ser-

vice year has been the series of “Lovers of
Freedom” District Conventions, now com-
pleted in the Northern Hemisphere but
continuing into 1992 in the Southern
Hemisphere. For the first time, the com-
plete convention program was presented in
a number of Eastern European countries,
where our brothers are rejoicing to use
their newfound freedoms to Jehovah's
praise. In October 1991 the total atten-
dance reported at the first 705 conventions
in 54 countries was 4,774,937.

16. What thrilling reports are coming from the
“Lovers of Freedom” District Conventions?
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I7Jesus told his disciples: “The truth
will set you free.” (John 8:32) Today, Bible
truth has set millions free from the dog-
mas of Christendom. These millions have
learned that Jehovah’s provision of Jesus’
ransom sacrifice will make it possible for
mankind to “be set free from enslavement
to corruption and have the glorious free-
dom of the children of God.” (Romans 8:
19-22) What grand freedom that will be
—Iliving forever in a paradise earth within
the proper bounds that Jehovah lovingly
determines!—Isaiah 25:6-8; compare Acts
17:24-26.

1BThe freedoms that Jehovah's Witness-
es now enjoy, and expect to enjoy more
abundantly in God’s new system of things,
are from our God, Jehovah. (2 Corinthians
3:17) They are not dependent on any po-
litical or revolutionary movement. (James
1:17) To guard against any misunderstand-
ing on this point, 1991 convention badges
worn by Jehovah’s Witnesses in some East-
ern European lands bore the wording “Lov-
ers of Godly Freedom” rather than simply
“Lovers of Freedom.”

17, 18. (a) What freedoms do Jehovah’s wor-
shipers enjoy and anticipate? (b) How does godly
freedom differ from worldly freedoms?

Intense Love for Jehovah

BOur love for Jehovah and our trust in
him will cause us to stay close to him in
prayer. It is this intimacy with Jehovah
that has helped our brothers to endure
many hardships and persecutions. (Psalm
25:14, 15) In his hour of greatest trial,
Jesus maintained intimacy with his Fa-
ther through prayer. (Luke 22:39-46) Such
prayerful intimacy with Jehovah sustained
Stephen through the agony of his martyr-
dom. Gazing into heaven as he was about
to be stoned to death, he said: “Look! I
behold the heavens opened up and the Son
of man [Jesus] standing at God's right
hand.”—Acts 7:56.

2DAs Jehovah's worshipers have so often
experienced, Jehovah answers prayers that
are in harmony with his will. For example,
in an African country where the work of
the Witnesses is banned, a special pioneer
traveling to the north by bus had a large

19. How can prayerful intimacy with Jehovah
sustain us?

20-22. How does an experience illustrate that
God hears prayers?

Lovers of godly freedom
— Jehovah's worshipers in convention
in PragueAugust 9-11, 1991



sack of Kingdom literature and envelopes
to deliver. The attendant who was loading
the bus asked the brother: “What does the
sack contain?” The brother said the first
thing that came to mind: “Mail.”

2LEn route, the bus sped through a rou-
tine road checkpoint, and the traffic police
gave chase and stopped it, suspecting that
it carried contraband. They ordered that all
passengers get off the bus and that all
luggage be inspected. This was a crisis! The
brother walked a short distance away from
the murmuring crowd and, sinking to his
knees, prayed to Jehovah. When he re-
joined the crowd, each traveler's luggage
was being opened and examined with me-
ticulous care. When the brother’s sack was
to be opened, he silently called upon Jeho-
vah for help.

2 “Whose sack is this, and what does it
contain?” the policeman yelled. Before the
brother could open his mouth, the bus at-
tendant answered and said: “It is mail
from ----- post office to ---—-- post office.”
“Very well,” the officer said. He picked up
the sack and handed it to the attendant.
“Make sure you keep it in a very safe place
for the journey,” he charged him. The spe-
cial pioneer again fell on his knees to thank
the Hearer of prayer.—Psalm 65:2; Prov-
erbs 15:29.

2BThis does not mean, however, that Je-
hovah's worshipers are entirely free from
calamitous happenings. In certain situa-
tions, both in Bible times and today, Jeho-
vah has demonstrated that he can deliver his
people. But in line with settling the issue of
integrity, he at times appears to let persecu-
tion run its full course. (Compare Matthew
26:39.) Further, Jehovah does not automat-
ically protect his people from accidents, civil

23. What has Jehovah demonstrated, and yet
why does he at times let persecution run its
course?

strife, or crime, though the exercise of Bible-
based practical wisdom can be of value.
(Proverbs 22:3; Ecclesiastes 9:11) We can be
confident, though, that whether we are de-
livered from trying situations or not, our
faithfulness will be rewarded, even by a
resurrection if necessary.—Matthew 10:
21, 22; 24:13.

20 How marvelous are Jehovah's loving

gifts! His gift to mankind of this earth and
everything on it is an outstanding expres-
sion of his love. (Psalm 104:1, 13-16; 115:
16) And God’'s compassionate gift of his
Son, Jesus Christ, to ransom mankind
from sin and death is the most loving gift
ever made. “By this the love of God was
made manifest in our case, because God
sent forth his only-begotten Son into the
world that we might gain life through him.
The love is in this respect, not that we have
loved God, but that he loved us and sent
forth his Son as a propitiatory sacrifice for
our sins.” (1 John 4:9, 10) In response to
that love, may we be convinced “that nei-
ther death nor life nor angels nor govern-
ments nor things now here nor things to
come nor powers nor height nor depth nor
any other creation will be able to separate
us from God'’s love that is in Christ Jesus
our Lord.”—Romans 8:38, 39.

24. What loving gifts has Jehovah provided, and
how may we respond to his love?

Reviewing This Article

What does it mean to be faithful?

O In what spheres of activity may we
display love for Jehovah?

O

O What features of the service-year
report interested you most?

0O How may we show appreciation for
Jehovah's loving gifts?
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Fear Jehovah and

GLORIFY HIS HOLY NAME

“Who will not reallyfearyou, Jehovah, and glorify your namre,
becauseyou alore are loyal>— REVELATION 15:4.

heavens and actually emptied out a
blessing until there was no more want.’
Those words could be applied over and over
again to Jehovah’'s Witnesses in recent
times. (Malachi 3:10) For example, during
the 1991 service year, the enthusiasm of

JEHOVAH ‘opened the floodgates of the

1, 2. (a) How did Jehovah open heavenly flood-
gates during 1991? (b) What life experience
prompted a faithful missionary to give the ad-
vice: “Fear Jehovah”? (See also 1991 Yearbook,
pages 187-9.)

thebook of Revelation, Jesus' brothers
are seen singing "the song of Moses,"
a song praising Jehovah

visiting Witnesses and local conventioners
overflowed in Christian fellowship at spe-
cial conventions held around the earth
—from the “Pure Language” Conventions
in Buenos Aires in South America; and
Manila, Taipei, and Bangkok in the Orient;
to the “Lovers of Freedom” Conventions
in Budapest, Prague, and Zagreb (Au-
gust 16-18, 1991) in Eastern Europe.

2 What a joy it was for delegates from
overseas to meet longtime faithful
Witnesses in those places! For ex-
ample, in Bangkok, Frank Dewar
—at one time the only Kingdom
publisher in Thailand—told of



his 58 years of missionary service. His
activities ranged from the islands of the
Pacific to Southeast Asia, and even into
China. He had faced dangers from ship-
wreck, wild animals in the jungles, tropical
diseases, and the cruel regime of the Jap-
anese warlords. When asked what advice
he would give to conventioners, his reply
was a simple one: “Fear Jehovah!”

3“Fear Jehovah!” How important it is
for all of us to cultivate that wholesome
fear! “The fear of Jehovah is the beginning
of wisdom.” (Psalm 111:10) This fear is no
morbid dread of Jehovah. Rather, it is a
profound respect for his awesome majesty
and godly qualities, based on the insight
we receive through a study of God’s Word.
At Revelation 15:3, 4, the song of Moses
and of the Lamb declares: “Great and won-
derful are your works, Jehovah God, the
Almighty. Righteous and true are your
ways, King of eternity. Who will not really
fear you, Jehovah, and glorify your name,
because you alone are loyal?” In loyalty to
his worshipers, Jehovah has “a book of
remembrance . . . written up before him
for those in fear of Jehovah and for those
thinking upon his name.” They are re-
warded with everlasting life.—Malachi
3:16; Revelation 20:12, 15.

Godly Fear Triumphs

4When Israel marched out of Pha-
raoh’s Egypt, Moses showed clearly that
he feared only Jehovah. Soon, the Israel-
ites were trapped between the Red Sea and
Egypt's mighty military machine. What
could they do? “Moses said to the people:
‘Do not be afraid. Stand firm and see the
salvation of Jehovah, which he will per-
form for you today. For the Egyptians
whom you do see today you will not see

3. Why should we display godly fear?
4. What ancient deliverance should encourage
us to fear Jehovah?

again, no, never again. Jehovah will him-
self fight for you, and you yourselves will
be silent.”” Miraculously, Jehovah parted
the waters. The Israelites marched across
the seabed. Then the waters came crashing
down again. Pharaoh’s army was obliterat-
ed. Jehovah saved that God-fearing nation,
while at the same time executing judg-
ment on God-dishonoring Egypt. Likewise
today, he will exhibit his loyalty in deliv-
ering his God-fearing Witnesses from Sa-
tan’s world.—Exodus 14:13, 14; Romans
15:4.

5After the Exodus from Egypt, Moses
sent 12 spies into the Promised Land. Ten
were terrified at seeing the giantlike in-
habitants and tried to dissuade Israel from
entering the land. But the other two, Josh-
ua and Caleb, reported: “[It] is a very, very
good land. If Jehovah has found delight in
us, then he will certainly bring us into this
land and give it to us, a land that is
flowing with milk and honey. Only against
Jehovah do not rebel; and you, do not you
fear the people of the land, for they are
bread to us. Their shelter has turned away
from over them, and Jehovah is with us.
Do not fear them.”—Numbers 14:7-9.

6However, those Israelites succumbed
to fear of man. As a result, they never
reached the land of promise. But Joshua
and Caleb, together with a new generation
of Israelites, were privileged to enter that
choice land and cultivate its vineyards and
olive groves. In his farewell speech to the
assembled people of Israel, Joshua gave
this advice: “Fear Jehovah and serve him
in faultlessness and in truth.” And Joshua
added: “As for me and my household, we
shall serve Jehovah.” (Joshua 24:14, 15)
What encouraging words for family heads
and all others to fear Jehovah as we

5, 6. What events in Joshua’s time show that
we should fear Jehovah rather than man?

the watchtower— January i, 1992 19



Jehoshaphat's army triumphs
in fear of Jehovah

prepare to cross over into God's
righteous new world!

7  The shepherd boy David also dis-
played exemplary fear of Jehovah
when he challenged Goliath in the
name of God. (1 Samuel 17:45, 47)
On his deathbed, David could de-
clare: “The spirit of Jehovah it was
that spoke by me, and his word was
upon my tongue. The God of Israel
said, to me the Rock of Israel spoke,
‘When one ruling over mankind is
righteous, ruling in the fear of God,
then it is as the light of morning,
when the sun shines forth, a morn-
ing without clouds.”” (2 Samuel 23:
2-4) This fear of God has been sig-
nally absent among this world’s rul-
ers, and how tragic the result! How
different it will be when Jesus, “the
Son of David,” rules the earth in the
fear of Jehovah!—Matthew 21:9.

Acting in the Fear of Jehovah

8 About a hundred years after
David’'s death, Jehoshaphat became
king in Judah. Here again was a king who
served in the fear of Jehovah. He restored
theocratic order in Judah, stationed judges
throughout the land, and gave them these
instructions: “It is not for man that you
judge but it is for Jehovah; and he is with
you in the matter of judgment. And now
let the dread of Jehovah come to be upon
you. Be careful and act, for with Jehovah
our God there is no unrighteousness or
partiality or taking of a bribe. . .. This is
how you should do in the fear of Jehovah

7. How did David emphasize the importance of
fear of God?

8. Why did Judah prosper under Jehoshaphat,
indicating what for today?
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with faithfulness and with a complete
heart.” (2 Chronicles 19:6-9) Thus, Judah
prospered in the fear of Jehovah, just as
God'’s people benefit by the service of com-
passionate overseers today.

9 However,
resolved to wipe out God’'s nation. The
combined military forces of Ammon,
Moab, and Mount Seir swarmed into Ju-
dean territory and threatened Jerusalem.
It was a mighty army. Jehoshaphat turned
to Jehovah in prayer “while all those of
Judah were standing before Jehovah, even
their little ones, their wives and their

9, 10. How did Jehoshaphat triumph in fear of
Jehovah?

Judah had enemies. These



sons.” Then, in answer to that prayer,
Jehovah's spirit came upon the Levite Ja-
haziel, who said: “Here is what Jehovah
has said to you, ‘Do not you be afraid or be
terrified because of this large crowd; for
the battle is not yours, but God's. Tomor-
row go down against them. . . . You will
not need to fight in this instance. Take
your position, stand still and see the sal-
vation of Jehovah in your behalf. 0 Judah
and Jerusalem, do not be afraid or be
terrified. Tomorrow go out against them,
and Jehovah will be with you.””—2 Chron-
icles 20:5-17.

IONext morning, the men of Judah rose
early. As they obediently went out to meet
the enemy, Jehoshaphat stood up and said:
“Hear me, 0 Judah and you inhabitants of
Jerusalem! Put faith in Jehovah your God
that you may prove yourselves of long
duration. Put faith in his prophets and so
prove successful.” Marching ahead of the
armed men, singers to Jehovah sang in
chorus: “Give praise to Jehovah, for to
time indefinite is his loving-kindness.” Je-
hovah expressed that loving-kindness by
throwing the enemy ranks into such con-
fusion that they annihilated one another.
As the men of Judah came to the watch-
tower in the wilderness, only the enemies’
dead carcasses remained.—2 Chronicles
20:20-24.

NWhen neighboring nations heard of
this miraculous deliverance, “the dread of
God” came to be upon them. On the other
hand, the nation that obeyed in the fear
of Jehovah now had *“rest all around.”
(2 Chronicles 20:29, 30) Similarly, when
Jehovah executes judgment at Armaged-
don, the nations will be in dread of God
and his Executioner Son, Jesus Christ, and
they will be unable to stand in the great
day of divine wrath.—Revelation 6:15-17.

11. With regard to fear, how do the nations
differ from God’s people?

2Wholesome fear of Jehovah brings
rich rewards. Noah “showed godly fear and
constructed an ark for the saving of his
household.” (Hebrews 11:7) And as for
the first-century Christians, it is record-
ed that, following a period of persecution,
the congregation “entered into a period of
peace, being built up; and as it walked in
the fear of Jehovah and in the comfort
of the holy spirit it kept on multiplying”
—much as it is doing in Eastern Europe
today.—Acts 9:31.

Love the Good, Hate the Bad

1BJehovah is altogether good. Hence,
“the fear of Jehovah means the hating of
bad.” (Proverbs 8:13) It is written of Jesus:
“You loved righteousness, and you hated
lawlessness. That is why God, your God,
anointed you with the oil of exultation.”
(Hebrews 1:9) If we, like Jesus, desire
Jehovah’s blessing, we must detest the
badness, the immorality, the violence, and
the greed of Satan’s proud world. (Com-
pare Proverbs 6:16-19.) We must love what
Jehovah loves and hate what he hates. We
must fear to do anything that would dis-
please Jehovah. “In the fear of Jehovah one
turns away from bad.”—Proverbs 16:6.

M Jesus left us a model that we should
follow his steps closely. “When he was
being reviled, he did not go reviling in
return. When he was suffering, he did not
go threatening, but kept on committing
himself to the one who judges righteous-
ly.” (1 Peter 2:21-23) In the fear of Jeho-
vah, we too can endure the reproaches, the
scoffings, the persecutions, that Satan's
world heaps upon us.

12. How has fear of Jehovah been rewarded in
earlier times?

13. How only may we experience Jehovah’s
blessing?

14. How does Jesus provide us a model?
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B At Matthew 10:28, Jesus admonishes
us: “Do not become fearful of those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul; but rather
be in fear of him that can destroy both soul
and body in Gehenna.” Even if one who
fears Jehovah should be killed by the ene-
my, the pangs of death are but momentary.
(Hosea 13:14) Upon being resurrected, that
one will be able to say: “Death, where is
your victory? Death, where is your sting?”
— 1 Corinthians 15:55.

1BJesus himself provides a splendid ex-
ample for all who love Jehovah's righteous-
ness and hate what is bad. His fear of
Jehovah is reflected in his final words to
his disciples, as found at John 16:33: “I
have said these things to you that by
means of me you may have peace. In the
world you are having tribulation, but take
courage! | have conquered the world.”
John’s account continues: “Jesus spoke
these things, and, raising his eyes to heav-
en, he said: ‘Father, the hour has come;
glorify your son, that your son may glorify
you ... | have made your name manifest
to the men you gave me out of the world.””
—John 17:1-6.

Fear Jehovah

and Praise Him
I7Can we today imitate Jesus’ coura-
geous example? Surely we can in the fear
of Jehovah! Jesus has made known to us
Jehovah's illustrious name and qualities.
Fearing Jehovah as our Sovereign Lord, we
exalt him far above all other gods, includ-
ing the nameless, mystic Trinity of Chris-
tendom. Jesus served Jehovah with a
healthy fear, refusing to be entrapped in
the snare of fear of mortal man. “In the

15. Why should we fear Jehovah rather than
those who can kill the body?

16. How did Jesus show fear of Jehovah and
glorify him?

17. In what ways can we imitate Jesus’ exam-
ple?
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days of his flesh Christ offered up suppli-
cations and also petitions to the One who
was able to save him out of death, with
strong outcries and tears, and he was fa-
vorably heard for his godly fear.” Like
Jesus, may we too fear Jehovah as we
continue to learn obedience from the
things we suffer—always with everlasting
salvation as our goal.—Hebrews 5:7-9.

BLater in that letter to the Hebrew
Christians, Paul exhorts anointed Chris-
tians: “Seeing that we are to receive a
kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us
continue to have undeserved Kkindness,
through which we may acceptably render
God sacred service with godly fear and
awe.” Today, the “great crowd” share in
that sacred service. And of what does it
consist? After discussing the undeserved
kindness of Jehovah in providing the sac-
rifice of His Son, Jesus Christ, Paul says:
“Through him let us always offer to God a
sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of
lips which make public declaration to his
name.” (Hebrews 12:28; 13:12, 15) In ap-
preciation of Jehovah’'s undeserved kind-
ness, we should want to devote every hour
possible to his sacred service. As loyal
companions of the remaining anointed
Christians, the great crowd today are ac-
complishing by far the major part of that
service. These attribute salvation to God
and Christ, as they stand figuratively be-
fore the throne of God, “rendering him
sacred service day and night.”—Revela-
tion 7:9, 10, 15.

Glorify Jehovah for Eternity
1The glorious day of Jehovah'’s vindica-
tion fast approaches! * Look! the day is
coming that is burning like the furnace,
and all the presumptuous ones and all

18. How may we render God sacred service with
godly fear?

19, 20. What two kinds of fear will be apparent
in the “day of Jehovah”?



those doing wickedness must become as
stubble. And the day that is coming will
certainly devour them,” Jehovah of armies
has said.” That catastrophic time is “the
great and fear-inspiring day of Jehovah.”
(Malachi 4:1, 5) It will strike “terror” into
the hearts of the wicked, and these “will
by no means escape.”—Jeremiah 8:15;
1 Thessalonians 5:3.

2D  Jehovah's people, however, are
spired by a different kind of fear. The
angel entrusted with “everlasting good
news” has summoned them with a loud
voice, saying: “Fear God and give him
glory, because the hour of the judgment by
him has arrived.” (Revelation 14:6, 7) We
will stand in awe of that judgment as the
scorching heat of Har-Magedon inciner-
ates Satan’s world. Wholesome fear of Je-
hovah will be inscribed indelibly on our
hearts. May we be favored then to find
ourselves among the ‘saved ones who have
called on the name of Jehovah'!'—Joel 2:
31, 32; Romans 10:13.

oflife stretching into all eternity will
be the reward of those who fear Jehovah

2l Marvelous blessings will follow,
cluding “years of life” stretching into all
eternity! (Proverbs 9:11; Psalm 37:9-11, 29)
Therefore, whether our hope is to inherit
the Kingdom or to serve in its realm on
earth, let us continue now to render God
sacred service with godly fear and awe. Let
us continue to glorify his holy name. And
with what blessed result? Thankfulness

in-forever that we took to heart the wise

counsel always to fear Jehovah!

21. To what blessings will the fear of Jehovah
lead?

How Would You Answer?

O What is meant by "the fear of
Jehovah"?

O How did fear of God benefit his
ancient people?

O What model of godly fear did
Jesus leave for us?

O How may we keep integrity in
fear of Jehovah?



Scenes From
the Promised Land

GENNESARET
‘Wonderful and
Beautiful’

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

o longside Lake Gennesareth is a stretch of country
« (yl ) *with the same name, wonderful in its character-

| | | ,istics and in its beauty. Thanks to the rich soil
there is not a plant that does not flourish there, and the
inhabitants grow everything: the air is so temperate that it
suits the most diverse species.. .. Not only does it produce
the most surprisingly diverse fruits; it maintains a continu-
ous supply. ... Itis watered by a spring with great fertiliz-
ing power.”

Thus historian Josephus described the triangular plain
on the northwestern edge of what is commonly known as
the Sea of Galilee. The photographs above may give you
an idea of how productive this plain was, one of the most

fertile in Galilee.* This area was so
significant in ancient times that the
Gospel writer Luke called the ad-
jacent freshwater sea “the lake of
Gennesaret.”— Luke 5:1.

He used that expression when re-
lating that Jesus came to this area
and found four men who became
apostles. Were they farmers who
lived off the fertile soil, raising
grapes, walnuts, olives, or figs? No.
Such crops abounded on the Plain
of Gennesaret, but these men were
fishermen, and it is easy to under-
stand why they were.

Likely the streams through the
plain carried to the sea vegetation
that could become a feast for fish.

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

So the waters teemed with a variety
of fish, leading to a sizable fishing
industry. Peter and Andrew were
commercial fishermen there, as
were James and John, the sons of
fisherman Zebedee.— Matthew 4:
18-22; Luke 5:2-11.

Often the fishing was done by
spreading dragnets from a boat.
That iswhat Peter and Andrew were
doing when Jesus approached. A
long seine, or dragnet, was spread in
a semicircle. Wooden floats held up
the top edge, while weights along
the bottom kept the net stretched

* See the larger color photograph in
the 1992 cCalendar of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses.



toward the seabed. Large numbers
of fish could be caught in such a net.
Then it was drawn into the boat or
dragged into shallower water, to be
emptied on shore. Fish fit for food
would be separated from the unsuit-
able. Note the accuracy of detail at
Luke 5:4-7 and John 21:6-11. Do

Garo Nalbandian

you recall that Jesus mentioned this
method of fishing in his illustration
of the dragnet? (Matthew 13:47,48)
In addition, Matthew 4:21 highlights
that often the fishermen had to
spend time mending nets torn on
rocks or by the fish.

Ifyou traveled along this coastline
of Gennesaret, you would probably
see a couple of spots said to be
where events in Jesus’ ministry oc-
curred. One is a green hill on which,
according to tradition, Jesus deliv-
ered his Sermon on the Mount. This
location does not conflict with the
Gospel accounts, for Jesus was near
the Plain of Gennesaret when de-
livering that sermon.— Matthew
5:1-7:29; Luke 6:17-7:1.

Another spot claimed to be au-
thentic does not match the Biblical
facts. You will find a church sup-
posedly built where Jesus fed 4,000
from seven loaves and a few fishes.
(Matthew 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9)
Rather than placing this on the
Plain of Gennesaret, Mark’s account

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.
mentions “the regions of Decapolis,” which was across the
sea over seven miles away. — Mark 7:31.

Matthew and Mark say that after performing this mira-
cle, Jesus traveled by boat to Magadan, or Dalmanutha.
(Matthew 15:39; Mark 8:10) Scholars link this region with
Magdala (Migdal), just south of the Plain of Gennesaret,
toward Tiberias. According to The Macmillan Bible Atlas,
Magdala was “famous for its fish-curing industry.” The
bountiful fishing in this part of the lake certainly could
make such an industry practical and profitable.

Interestingly, a drought in 1985/86 lowered the water
level in the Sea of Galilee, exposing stretches of the lake
bed. Near the Plain of Gennesaret, two men found the
remains of an ancient boat. Archaeologists were able to
recover this wooden fishing boat dating from around the
time when Jesus visited the Lake and Plain of Gennesaret.



KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

Jehovah's Witnesses Preach Informally With Good Results

MANY people were first introduced to Bible truth
when one of Jehovah's Witnesses preached to them
informally. In this the Witnesses follow the example
of Jesus Christ, who preached informally to a Sa-
maritan woman at a well when she came to draw
water. (John, chapter 4) In East Africa, one of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses preached informally to a Catholic
nun. The Watch Tower Society's branch office relates
what resulted:

O Early one morning on her way to town, the
Witness met a Catholic nun. She took the opportu-
nity to ask the nun: "Where are you going at this
time of the day?" The answer was: "I am going to
pray to my God." She then asked the nun: "Do you
know the name of your God?" "Is not his name
God?" the nun replied. The Witness offered to come
to her home that afternoon to discuss God's name.
After the conversation the nun went to her church
and asked one of the priests if he knew what "Jeho-
vah" stood for. The answer was, "It is God's name."
The nun was very surprised to hear that the priest
knew this but had never taught it to her.

The Witness visited the woman for nine consecu-
tive days and taught her the truth about the Trinity,
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the soul, hellfire, and the hope for the dead. The
woman absorbed everything and then asked the
Witness to give her some time to reflect on all
these new teachings. After two weeks she contact-
ed the Witness again and asked to have further dis-
cussions. By this time the nun had made up her mind
to leave the church and had already destroyed her
images, rosaries, and cross. The priest tried to
persuade her to come back, but she was de-
termined to pursue the truth. She was later baptized
and has served as a regular auxiliary pioneer for
many months in spite of her poor health and ad-
vanced age.

Since her house is large, she offered the congre-
gation its use as a Kingdom Hall. The brothers re-
placed the old roof, tore down the inner walls, and
made a large part of the building into an attractive
meeting place. This former Catholic nun lives in a
room behind the hall. She is very happy to have been
able to make this contribution to Jehovah's worship.

O Another experience that shows the wisdom of
informal witnessing comes from Kampala, Uganda.
On the way to a government office, a Witness mis-
sionary spoke informally to those with him in the
elevator. One man, Mr. L------ , expressed a desire to
accept the literature offered but could not take it at
that moment. So he gave the missionary his name
and the address of his office. Later the missionary
went there and asked for Mr. L------ . He was called
but to the missionary's surprise, a different man ap-
peared. There were two men with the same name
working in that office. A brief witness was given to
the second Mr. L-—-- , and he showed extraordinary
interest. Whereas the first Mr. L------ lost inter-
est, a Bible study was started with the second
Mr. L------ . He is now a baptized Witness, and his
wife and son are making good progress toward bap-
tism.

Jesus Christ is the Fine Shepherd and knows the
sheeplike ones whose hearts are righteously in-
clined. These experiences illustrate that he directs his
followers to such ones. Informal preaching can be
productive!— John 10:14.



M aintaining Christian Integrity in War-Torn

L | B E

grass too will suffer.” How
well that West African
proverb sums up what oc-
curred during the recent
war in Liberia! Some 20,-
000 people lost their lives,
and half of the country’s
population of 2.6 million
were displaced. Most of
those who suffered were
not soldiers; they were
“the grass”—harmless men,
women, and children.

When the war broke out in De-
cember 1989, the nearly 2,000 Jeho-
vah's Witnesses in Liberia were en-
joying steady increases in numbers
and were looking ahead to the future
with confidence. Sadly, they were a part of
‘the grass that suffered.’

The Spread of War

The war started along Liberia’s border
with Cote d’lvoire, and soon refugees began
fleeing to the capital, Monrovia, a city with
more than a half million inhabitants. From
March through May of 1990, as the fight-
ing moved south, missionaries of Jehovah's
Witnesses were evacuated first from Ganta
and then from Gbarnga. They were among
the last of the population to leave these
towns. The war reached a climax when
armed forces moved into Monrovia on
July 2, 1990.

R | A

Nobody was prepared
for the horrors that fol-
lowed. Three separate ar-
mies fought it out in the
streets with heavy artil-
lery, rockets, and gre-
nade launchers. Those
who were not killed be-
cause of being members
of a hated tribe were sub-
jected to constant ha-
rassment and searches.
One August night more

than 600 men, women, and children

who had sought shelter in St. Peter’s

Lutheran Church were executed by a

war-crazed death squad.

Hundreds fled the fighting with only
the clothes they were wearing. Families
were separated and for months afterward
were unable to reunite. The whole popula-
tion of Monrovia seemed to shift, with emp-
ty houses being inhabited by soldiers and
refugees who had fled other parts of the
city. More than half of Monrovia’s popula-
tion were displaced. Most lost everything
they owned as well as at least one relative
in death. Some lost many more.

The situation reached such a crisis point
that five other West African countries sent
in soldiers to try to restore peace. By the
end of October 1990, most of the fighting
had died down. But then the specter of
famine settled over the burned-out city like
a shroud. Relief agencies reported that at
one point almost a third of Monrovia’'s chil-
dren under five were malnourished and
more than a hundred people were dying
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every day. Things were not
made any easier by prof-
iteers; many stole relief rice
and then sold it for 20 dol-
lars and more a cup. Dis-
ease was ever present, es-
pecially cholera, since the
city’'s water, sanitation,
and electricity services
were completely destroyed.

The approximately one
thousand Jehovah's Wit-
nesses who lived in Mon-
rovia also suffered terribly.
The majority fled the city
and went to the country-
side, while others left by
ship for Ghana and Nigeria
or by road for Cote d’lvoire
or Sierra Leone. From July
to December 1990, over 30 Witnesses lost
their lives. Some were killed by gunfire,
while others died from the effects of sick-
ness and hunger. Alan Battey and Arthur
Lawson, American missionary graduates of
the Ministerial Training School, were evi-
dently among those killed. Oh, how the
Bible-based hope of the resurrection is of
comfort to those of us who lost relatives or
friends during that terrible time!—Acts
24:15.

Christian Brotherhood in Action

As the war raged on, many displaced
Witnesses ran for refuge to the branch
office of Jehovah’s Witnesses and to a mis-
sionary home on the other side of town.
Some sought protection because they were
members of a tribe that the soldiers in the
area were killing. Most were given work
assignments at the branch and were inval-
uable in helping with cooking and cleaning,
while others were assigned to forage for
edible greens in the swamps nearby when
conditions outside permitted.
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Children of displaced
Witnesses at the branch
office during the war

People were sleeping every-
where, in the missionaries’
bedrooms, in corridors, in the
Shipping Department, and in
offices. We dug and main-
tained latrines. Women were
assigned to serve as nurses,
and they successfully cared
for many cases of malaria and
fever. Diarrhea was often a
problem.

We arranged special house
procedures, including bomb
drills. Thus, when opposing
forces fired heavy artillery
shells, we were trained to

reach sheltered areas of the branch quickly.
Although our ten-foot-high wall was some
protection, it was not enough to keep out
ricocheting bullets. Our roof soon took on the
appearance of a pepper shaker because of all
the holes it sustained!

Many risked their lives to protect fellow
Witnesses from those who were seeking to
kill them because they belonged to a hated
tribe. One day a tearful Christian sister
arrived at the branch office with her surviv-
ing children, one a two-week-old baby. Her
husband and teenage son had just been
gunned down before her eyes. She and her
other children had been successfully hidden
by another Witness when the Killers re-
turned to look for them.

Another family arrived at the branch
with an unbaptized publisher who had
helped protect them from being killed by
her tribespeople. Then, when the situa-
tion changed and the unbaptized publish-
er came to be in danger, the family saved
her from their tribespeople.



Repeatedly, missionaries would speak
with armed men at the gate to the branch
office to try to keep them from searching or
looting the premises. Once an angry group
burst in, holding us at gunpoint and insist-
ing that we were hiding members of a
particular tribe. They were taken aback
to see how calmly the local Witnesses be-
haved, sitting quietly and listening at the
Christian meeting we were having. They
searched the house but did not find what
they were looking for. We were always able
to assure the intruders that we were not
hiding soldiers or any enemy of theirs. As
Christians we were neutral.

Once during some heavy fighting, a
group of Witnesses arrived at the branch
carrying a brother with terminal cancer.
Sadly, he died soon afterward. A grave was
dug in the yard, and what an emotional
funeral service we had! The brother had
been one of our finest local elders, with
many years of faithful service. About a
hundred displaced persons gathered in the
lobby for the memorial talk, which was
given against a background of gunfire.

Obtaining Food and Water

Food supplies were very limited. Even
before the war began, merchants had
stopped importing goods. Thus, very little
food was left in the city. Our supply of food
at the branch would have lasted our 12
family members many months, but we
sometimes had up to 200 people living with
us, including non-Witness neighbors who
were desperately in need of help. Everyone
was restricted to one small meal a day;
we survived on such rations for several
months. Everybody was hungry. Babies
were just skin and bones, hanging limp in
their parents’ arms.

Soon our food supply was giving out.
Where could we get more? No shops were
open in Monrovia. Everywhere one looked,
starving people were roaming the streets

looking for food. People ate anything—in-
cluding dogs, cats, and rats. Two mission-
aries from the branch decided to try to go
to Kakata, a town about 40 miles away,
where the fighting had stopped.

They stuck Watchtower magazines and
signs in the windows of the car to identify
themselves as Jehovah's Witnesses. After
getting through various checkpoints, they
were stopped and questioned by a big, burly
man with grenades hanging on his chest
and a revolver at his side. They identified
themselves as Jehovah's Witnesses and
told him they wanted to get to Kakata for
some food.

“Follow me,” he said. “Fm the battle com-
mander here.” He took them to his head-
quarters. Upon learning that they were
sheltering displaced people, he ordered his
men to deliver to our branch 20 bags of rice,
each weighing 100 pounds! Also, a permit
was issued for them to go to Kakata, and
an armed guard was assigned to conduct
them safely through the remaining check-
points.

At Kakata they found our Christian
brother Abraham who owned a store. He
had stockpiled cartons of food for us, in-
cluding powdered milk, sugar, canned veg-
etables, and other necessary items. It was
truly wonderful to see the way that our
brothers were cared for on their trip. Jeho-
vah must have been pleased that we had
shared our food with our friends and neigh-
bors, for now our supplies were being re-
plenished.—Proverbs 11:25.

On the other side of Monrovia, mission-
aries in a missionary home were also caring
for displaced ones, and they too received
assistance from unexpected sources. For
example, a missionary obtained three bags
of rice from a soldier who remembered him
from when he had served in the soldier’s
area some 16 years earlier. Another mis-
sionary obtained four bags of rice after a
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personal interview with the leader of one of
the warring factions.

At one point it seemed that we would
have to evacuate the branch because of a
shortage of water. Our well for a time was
the only source of drinking water for many
in the community. However, the fuel sup-
ply for the electric generator plant for our
pump began to run out. When a man who
had received protection at the branch dur-
ing the first days of fighting heard of our
problem, he found fuel for us out of appre-
ciation for what we had done for him, so our
water supply never did run out.

Maintaining Spiritual Strength

When the last of us missionaries were
urged to leave Liberia in October 1990,
uppermost in our minds was, How will our
brothers and sisters cope? From the reports
we have received since that time, it is evi-
dent that they have kept busy in the min-
istry.

Before the war the average number of
hours each Witness spent in the ministry
was about 17 each month. Yet, during the
war, despite the constant need to forage in
the bush for food, the Witnesses in some
congregations averaged over 20 hours per
publisher! Moreover, because of a shortage
of Watchtower magazines, many of our sis-
ters copied the study articles by hand so

In Our Next Issue

The Flood in the Legends
of the World

Jehovah Loves Cheerful Givers
Assembling With Lovers of

God-Given Freedom

30 The watchtower— January i, 1992

that there would be more copies to go
around for the study on Sunday.

The four congregations nearest to Mon-
rovia were overflowing with Witnesses who
had fled the fighting in the city. These
friends lost everything they owned, since
they were unable to get back to their homes
to pick up anything. In fact, for months
many were even on opposite sides of the
battle lines from their own children and
parents! For the Memorial of Jesus’ death
on March 30, these four congregations had
a combined attendance of 1,473.

The 300 or so Witnesses remaining in
Monrovia made a special effort to auxiliary
pioneer during the month of the Memorial,
even though only a few weeks before, they
had been so physically weak from hunger
that they could hardly walk. They worked
very hard to invite people to the Memorial,
and 1,116 were in attendance.

One Christian elder in Monrovia ex-
plained: “We decided to start meeting in
our Kingdom Hall again beginning in De-
cember 1990. Our first attendance was 17.
Later it went up to 40, and it remained in
the 40's for a while. Then on February 24,
our attendance grew to 65 and a week later
to 85. Also, almost all in the congregation
responded to the call to auxiliary pioneer in
March.”

Care for Others

“Our church brothers were busy Kkilling
one another [from opposing tribes] during
the war,” a non-Witness relative of one of
the Witnesses noted, “never having time
for fellow believers.” But how different the
situation was with Jehovah’s people!

The chairman of a neighborhood relief
team, for example, wrote to the brothers
who were taking care of the branch in
February 1991: “This letter serves as a sign
of thanks and appreciation to you and your
institution for storage facilities you contin-



Liberian refugees sorting
through items of clothing
donated by Witnesses

in Cote d'lvoire

ue to give us during the dis-
tribution of food to our peo-
ple. Your humanitarian ges-
ture shows your willingness
as a Society to bring peace
and goodwill to the country.
Please continue your good
services.”

Jehovah’'s Witnesses in
other countries were quick
to respond to the needs of their Liberian
brothers. Relief aid has been supplied from
such countries as Sierra Leone and Cote
d’'lvoire in West Africa, the Netherlands
and Italy in Europe, and the United States.

One little girl, whose mother was execut-
ed because she was a member of a hated
tribe, expressed her gratitude for the aid
she received. She wrote: “Thank you very
much for all the things you send me. You
make me feel like my mother is around me.
I lost her and my little brother in the war.
I ask Jehovah to bless you all. | am 11 years
old.”

Also thankful for the aid he received, a
brother with a family of six and whose wife
had to hide for months due to her tribal
origin wrote: “We have not broken into
people’s homes to loot and sell their prop-
erty and yet, unlike our neighbors, we have
something to eat every day because we
know how to use wisely the little we have.
This we have learned from Jehovah.”

Very impressive also was the spirit of a
brother who had fled to Cote d’'lvoire with
his wife and two children. He had left be-
hind a fine house that was subsequently
burned to the ground. Yet he said that what
hurt him most was the loss, not of his
house, but of his theocratic library!

Valuable Lessons

Learned
Looking back, | can ap-
preciate that Jehovah

taught us many valuable
lessons. Knowing personal-
ly many who maintained
their integrity and sur-
vived, as well as some who
kept their integrity and
died, | learned to appreci-
ate the importance of hav-
ing the mental attitude of
the apostle Paul, who wrote:
“Both if we live, we live to
Jehovah, and if we die, we die to Jehovah.
Therefore both if we live and if we die, we
belong to Jehovah.”—Romans 14:8.

Another long-time missionary noted:
“Through all of this, we learned that Jeho-
vah is a Helper without equal. Just as Paul
said: ‘We felt within ourselves that we had
received the sentence of death. This was
that we might have our trust, not in our-
selves, but in the God who raises up the
dead.”” (2 Corinthians 1:9; Psalm 30:10) He
added: “The war drove home to us that
Jehovah’s people are indeed a brotherhood,
clothed with the self-sacrificing love that
Jesus highlighted.”—John 13:35.

A letter from a Liberian sister to some of
us missionaries who had to leave the coun-
try during the fighting in October 1990 well
illustrates the strength of our Christian
brotherhood. “It is my prayer that you all
come back to Liberia soon and we can have
an assembly,” she wrote. “Oh! | can’'t wait
for that day. Just the thought of it makes
me happy.”

Yes, it will be wonderful to see the usual
routine of Christian activity fully restored
in Liberia. Our sister is right; the first
assembly in Monrovia after the return of
the missionaries and other refugees will be
a joyful one. There is no doubt about that!
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Releasing of the Last of the
Dead Sea Scrolls

LAST September, a scholarly logjam that had lasted for decades finally broke. A bitter dispute
between students of the Dead Sea Scrolls appeared to be ended, although a new dispute may have
begun.

The Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in caves near the Dead Sea in 1947 and in the years that
followed. They were of great value in demonstrating the essential accuracy of the text of the Hebrew
Scriptures and in shedding light on religious conditions in Palestine when Jesus was on earth. (Isaiah
40:8) While some manuscripts were published reasonably quickly, in 1991 almost 400 manuscripts
were still unpublished and unavailable to most scholars. Many felt, like Professor Ben Zion Wacholder,
"frustrated by the realization that at the current rate of publication we shall all be dead when the
corpus of Dead Sea texts become available to the world."

But that situation changed last September. First, Professor Wacholder and an associate, Martin
Abegg, announced that they had ingeniously used a computer to reproduce the closely guarded texts.
Then, the Huntington Library in San Marino, California, U.S.A., announced that they had photo-
graphs of the original manuscripts and would make these freely available to reputable scholars.
Evidently, a number of photographic copies of the scrolls had been made to ensure their preservation.
Sets of photographs had been stored in different locations, and eventually one ended up in the
Huntington Library.

One scholar called this turn of events 'the scholarly equivalent of breaking down the Berlin Wall.'
Official editors called both the publication of the computed text and the releasing of the photographs
'stealing.' Likely, the argument about ethics will rage for years. Meantime, it appears that many
additional scholars will finally be able to consult the whole body of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
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