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W hy so popular
In Japan?

~ i '%ELIEF in Father Christmas runs
11m deeP among children in the

Buddhist-Shinto country of Ja-
pan. In 1989, Japanese children wrote
160,000 letters to Santa World in Swe-
den. No other country sent more. They
wrote the letters in hopes of gratifying
their heart’s desire, be it an 18,000-yen
($136, U.S.) toy “Graphic Computer” or
a 12,500-yen ($95, U.S.) portable video
game.

To young Japanese girls, a date on
Christmas Eve carries a special mean-
ing. “According to a survey of young
women,” says Mainichi Daily News,
“38 percent said they had made plans for
Christmas Eve a month ahead.” Young
men have ulterior motives in wanting to
be with their girlfriends on Christmas
Eve. “A good idea is to pray together
quietly with your girlfriend,” suggested
a magazine for young men. “Do it some-
where fashionable. Your relationship
will quickly become more intimate.”

Japanese husbands also hope to in-
voke some magical power by their
Christmas tradition of buying a “dec-
oration cake” on the way home from

work. Playing the role of Santa Claus is sup-
posed to compensate for neglecting the family
the rest of the year.

Indeed, Christmas has taken root among the
non-Christian Japanese. In fact, 78 percent of
those surveyed by a supermarket chain said
they do something special for Christmas. The
ratio is overwhelming in a country where only
1 percent of the population claims to believe in
Christianity. While professing to be Buddhists
or Shintoists, they feel quite at ease enjoying
the “Christian” holiday. In its almanac, to-
gether with Japanese festivals, the renowned
Shinto Ise Shrine lists December 25th as
“Christ’s birthday.” Scenes of non-Christians
steeped in merrymaking during Christmas,
however, raise the question:
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Whose Celebration Is Christmas?

Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictio-
nary defines Christmas as “a Christian
feast on December 25 . . . that commem-
orates the birth of Christ.” It has been
viewed as a time for “Christians” to “unite
in their feelings of joy on Christ’s birth-

out in 70 percent of British homes during
Christmas that year. Battling over money
would be the main cause. Drinking too
much and not fulfilling one’s role in the
family also lead to fighting.

“I wonder if we aren’t missing some-
thing about the true meaning of Christ-

day.”

Those who celebrate
Christmas as a purely re-
ligious festival may find
those who secularize
that day with merry-
making and gift-giving
to be annoying and even
blasphemous. “In Japan
we have the ultimate in
crass commercialism: no
Christ,” wrote an Amer-
ican living in Japan. “To
the Western eye,” anoth-
er wrote concerning the
Japanese Christmas, “it
is not the turkey [which
is not commonly found
in Japanese markets]
that is missing, but the
most essential of ingre-
dients, the spirit.”

What, then, is the
spirit of Christmas? Is

The Origin of
Christmas Celebration

Although the exact details are
lost in the mists of antiquity,
indications are that by
336 C.E., a form of Christmas
was being celebrated by the
Roman church. "The date of
Christmas was purposely fixed
on December 25," explains The
New Encyclopaedia Britannica,
"to push into the background
the great festival of the sun
god."” That was when pagans
indulged in orgies during the
festivals of both the Roman
Saturnalia and the Celtic and
German feast of winter solstice.
The New Caxton Encyclopedia
says that "the Church seized
the opportunity to Christianize
these festivals."

mas,” wrote a Western-
er living in Japan who
visited his home during
the Christmas season re-
cently. “Every Dec. 25, |
feel the same longing to
go back to that old-
fashioned kind of Christ-
mas of long ago—the
pagan ceremony that cel-
ebrated the winter sol-
stice by worshipping
trees and holding orgies.
We still have all the pa-
gan trappings—mistle-
toe, holly, fir trees and so
on—but somehow Christ-
mas has never been the
same since it was hi-
jacked by the Christians
and turned into a re-
ligious festival.”
Undeniably, Christmas
is a pagan holiday. The

it the atmosphere of a

church service with its

carols, holly, and candles, which for many
are used for their sole annual pilgrimage to
the church? Or is it the love, the good cheer,
and the gift-giving that move many to be
generous? Is it the calmness that prevails
on the battlefront while soldiers observe a
few days of “peace on earth”?

Amazingly, the Christmas spirit often
fails to bring peace even to the home front.
According to a 1987 survey in England, it
was estimated that ‘civil war’ would break
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early Christians did not

celebrate it “because they
considered the celebration of anyone’s
birth to be a pagan custom,” says
World Book Encyclopedia. The pagan festi-
vals of Saturnalia and New Year are the
source of the merrymaking and exchange of
presents.

If Christmas is essentially pagan, genu-
ine Christians must ask the question, Is
Christmas for Christians? Let us see what
the Bible says concerning the celebration of
the birthday of Christ.
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Is It the way to welcome Jesus?

birth of the Savior, the long-

ited Messiah, was indeed a time

rejoicing. “Look!” announced an
angel to shepherds in the vicinity of Beth-
lehem, “I am declaring to you good news of
a great joy that all the people will have,
because there was born to you today a Sav-
ior, who is Christ the Lord.” A multitude of
angels joined in, praising God: “Glory in the
heights above to God, and upon earth peace
among men of goodwill.” (Luke 2:10-14)
Some may conclude that Christians should
imitate the angels in expressing joy over
the coming of Christ to earth back then.

This was not the first Bible record of
angels bursting into songs of praise. When
the foundation of the earth was laid, “the
morning stars joyfully cried out together,
and all the sons of God began shouting in
applause.” (Job 38:4-7) The exact date of
this event is not recorded in the Bible.
(Genesis 1:1, 14-18) However joyful the oc-
casion may have been, Christians have not
argued that because the angels applauded,
they should annually celebrate the creation
of the earth and perhaps adopt a pagan
festival to commemorate the occasion.

Yet that is just what people who celebrate
Christmas are doing to the birth of Jesus
Christ. A look into most any reliable en-
cyclopedia under the heading “Christmas”
confirms that the date of Jesus’birth is not
known. The Bible is silent when it comes to
that date.

“If the Trumpet
Sounds an Indistinct Call”

“God is a God, not of disorder, but of
peace,” wrote the apostle Paul, in correcting
the disorderliness of the congregation in
ancient Corinth. In the same context, he
asked: “If the trumpet sounds an indistinct
call, who will get ready for battle?” (1 Co-
rinthians 14:8, 33) Now, if a God of order
intended to have Christians celebrate the
birth of his Son on the earth, would He leave
it to imperfect men to choose arbitrarily a
date from pagan festivals and to adopt un-
godly practices?

Examining a few Biblical examples clari-
fies that Jehovah God does not deal with his
people in that way. When he required the
Israelites to keep annual celebrations under
the Mosaic Law, God designated specific
dates and told them how to observe those
festive occasions. (Exodus 23:14-17; Leviti-
cus 23:34-43) Jesus Christ, although never
commanding his birth to be commemorated,
did command his followers to observe one
specific date. “In the night in which he was
going to be handed over,” Nisan 14, 33 C.E.,
Jesus initiated the celebration of the Lord’s
Evening Meal, using unleavened bread and
wine. He commanded: “Keep doing this in
remembrance of me.” (1 Corinthians 11
23, 24) The trumpet sound as to when and
how to observe the Lord’s Evening Meal is
clear and unmistakable. Then what about
Christmas? Nowhere in the Bible do we find
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any command to celebrate the birth of
Christ, nor does it tell us when or how.

‘To Win People’

“Oh, of course | know Christmas is of
pagan origin,” said a clergyman at a Tokyo
Zion Church, “but as long as ordinary peo-
pie are interested in Christianity on Decem-
ber 25 and come to learn the teachings of
the Honorable Jesus, Christmas has its
place in Christianity.” Many agree with his
reasoning. Do you believe that making such
compromises is proper?

Some argue that even Paul compromised
to gain believers. “l make myself every-
body’s slave,” he wrote, “in order to win as
many people as possible . .. When working
with Gentiles, | live like a Gentile, outside
the Jewish Law, in order to win Gentiles.

. All this | do for the gospel’s sake, in
order to share in its blessings.” (1 Corinthi-
ans 9:19-23, Today’s English Version) Do
these words justify adopting a pagan festi-
val to attract Gentiles to Christianity?

Consider carefully the context of Paul’s
statement. In verse 21, he said: “This does
not mean that | don’t obey God’s law; | am
really under Christ’s law.” ( ) So he
did not compromise in matters that over-
stepped Christ’s law, but he fived like a
Gentile’ by respecting the local customs and
habits as long as these were not against
Christian commandments.*

With this in mind, think how the adopt-
ing of pagan festivals into “Christianity”

* Compare the two ways in which Paul responded
on the issue of circumcision. Though he knew that
“circumcision does not mean a thing,” he circumcised
his traveling companion Timothy, who was Jewish on
his mother’s side. (1 Corinthians 7:19; Acts 16:3) In
the case of Titus, the apostle Paul avoided having him
circumcised as a matter of principle in the struggle
with Judaizers. (Galatians 2:3) Titus was a Greek
and so, unlike Timothy, did not have legitimate rea-
son to be circumcised. If he, a Gentile, were to
become circumcised, ‘Christ would be of no benefit to
him.’—Galatians 5:24".
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under the name of Christmas would appear
when viewed in the light of the following
Bible command: “Do not become unevenly
yoked with unbelievers. For what fellowship
do righteousness and lawlessness have? .. .
Or what portion does a faithful person have
with an unbeliever? . . . Therefore get
out from among them, and separate your-
selves,’ says Jehovah, ‘and quit touching the
unclean thing’; ‘and 1 will take you in.””
(2 Corinthians 6:14-17) No matter what ex-
cuses may be offered, adulterating Chris-
tianity with pagan festivals is no way to
welcome Jesus as a Savior. It would have
been inappropriate in the first century
when Jesus came in the flesh, and it is just
as inappropriate today or in the future,
when Christ comes as King to execute God’s
judgments. (Revelation 19:11-16) In fact,
those who prefer to celebrate pagan festi-
vals behind a “Christian” disguise may well
be denying Jesus Christ.

“Hidden Christians” Unrestored

Take a lesson from what happened to
Catholics in Japan during the shogun era.
When suppression of Catholicism began in
1614, some 300,000 Japanese Catholics had
three choices: become martyrs, abandon
their faith, or go underground. The ones
who went underground were called hidden
Christians. To camouflage their faith, they
conformed to various Buddhist and Shinto
customs. In their liturgy, they used Maria
Kannon, which was Mary disguised as a
Buddhist bodhisattva in the form of a moth-
er holding a child. Their festivals mixed
Buddhism, Catholicism, and folk religion.
However, when forced to attend Buddhist
funerals, they chanted Christian prayers
and performed modoshi, a ceremony to nul-
lify the Buddhist service. What has become
of those “Christians”?

“As far as the majority of the Kirishi-
tans [Christians] were concerned,” ex-



plains the book The Hid-
den Christians, “a reli-
gious attachment grew
in them making it dif-
ficult to abandon the
worship of Shinto and
Buddhist gods.” When
the ban was lifted and
Catholic missionaries re-
turned to Japan, the ma-
jority of those “hidden
Christians” clung to
their type of fusion reli-
gion.
However, could the
Catholic Church reason-
ably criticize those “hid-
den Christians” who re-
fused to be restored to Roman Catholicism?
The Catholic Church has likewise adopted
many pagan teachings and festivals, in-
eluding Christmas. If Catholics and Protes-
tants, though professing to be Christians,
have paganized their “Christianity” with
heathen festivals, could they not also be
rejecting Jesus Christ?

Restored to the True Christianity

Setsuko, a devout Catholic for 36 years,
finally came to that realization. After World
War Il, she had tried to fill her spiritu-
al vacuum by associating with a Catho-
lie church. ‘How satisfying!” she thought as
she attended Christmas Mass and saw gor-
geous Christmas trees inside and outside
her church. “I felt proud of our beautiful
decorations, which outdid those of nearby
churches,” she said. Nevertheless, Setsuko
really had no understanding of Catholic
teachings, though she even taught Sunday
school for a while. So when she wanted to
become more involved in church work, she
asked her priest a few questions. Rather
than answering her questions, the priest
belittled her. Disappointed, she decided to

True Christians honor
Jesus the year around

study the Bible herself.
Two weeks later, Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses visited
her, and she accepted a
home Bible study.
She explains: “It was
painful to be faced with
Bible truths that refut-
ed my previous beliefs. |
even had alopecia neurot-
ica, loss of hair due to
being upset. Gradually,
however, the light of
truth shone into my
heart. |1 was stunned to
learn that Jesus could not have been born in
a cold, rainy December, when shepherds
would not be tending their sheep out in the
open at night. (Luke 2:8-12) It shattered my
image of the nativity, for we had used cot-
ton wool as snow to decorate scenes of sheep
and shepherds.”

After convincing herself of what the Bi-
ble really teaches, Setsuko decided to stop
celebrating Christmas. She no longer has
“the Christmas spirit” once a year but man-
ifests the spirit of cheerful Christian giving
every day.

If you sincerely believe in Christ, do not
be annoyed when you see pagans polluting
Christmas. They are only reiterating what
it originally was—a pagan festival. Christ-
mas leads no one to welcome Jesus Christ,
who has returned invisibly as a heavenly
King. (Matthew, chapters 24 and 25; Mark,
chapter 13; Luke, chapter 21) Rather, true
Christians show a Christlike spirit all year
round, and they declare the good news of
the Kingdom, of which Jesus has become
King. That is how God wants us to welcome
Jesus Christ as our Savior and the King of
the Kingdom.—Psalm 2:6-12.
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Rejoice in the

Kingdom hope!

"Rejoice in

QQt I tHE happy God.” (1 Timothy 1:11)

I How well this describes Jehovah!

X Why? Because all of his works
bring great happiness to him. Since Jeho-
vah is the Source of all good and happifying
things, all of his intelligent creatures can
find happiness in their association with
him. Aptly, the apostle Paul urged Chris-
tians to appreciate their joyful privilege of
knowing Jehovah God, to be thankful for all
His wonderful gifts of creation, and to re-
joice in the loving-kindnesses He shows
them. Paul wrote: “Always rejoice in the
Lord. Once more | will say, Rejoice!”—Phi-
lippians 4:4; Psalm 104:31.

2  Are Christians heeding this exhortation

that Paul offered? Indeed they are! The
spiritual brothers of Jesus Christ are rejoic-
ing in the glorious hope that God opened up
for them. (Romans 8:19-21; Philippians 3:
20, 21) Yes, they know that they will share
in fulfilling the great hope for the future of
mankind, both the living and the dead, by
serving with Christ in his heavenly King-
dom government. Imagine how much they
will rejoice in their privileges as joint-heirs,
serving as kings and priests! (Revelation
20:6) What happiness will be theirs as they
help faithful mankind attain to perfection
and help guide the restoration of Paradise

1. Why can we find joy in association with Jeho-
vah, and what did the apostle Paul urge Chris-
tians to do?

2. What hope brings great joy, and what are
Christians encouraged to do in regard to this
hope?
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thehope. Endure under

ROMANS 12:12.

to our earth! Truly, all of God’s servants
have “the basis of a hope of the everlasting
life which God, who cannot lie, promised
before times long lasting.” (Titus 1:2) In
view of this grand hope, the apostle Paul
encourages all Christians: “Rejoice in the
hope.”—Romans 12:12.*

True Joy—A Quality of the Heart

3“Torejoice” means to feel and to express
joy; it does not mean to be in a constant
state of euphoria, or exuberance. The verbs
corresponding to the Hebrew and Greek
words used in the Bible for “joy,” “exulta-
tion,” and “rejoicing” express both the
inner feeling and the outward manifesta-
tion of joy. Christians are encouraged to
“continue to rejoice,” “always be rejoicing.”
—=2 Corinthians 13:11; 1 Thessalonians
5:16.

4But how can one always be rejoicing?
This is possible because true joy is a quality
ofthe heart, a deep inner quality, a spiritual
one. (Deuteronomy 28:47; Proverbs 15:13;
17:22) It is a fruit of God’s spirit, listed by
Paul just after love. (Galatians 5:22) As an
inward quality, it is not dependent on ex-
ternal things, not even on our brothers. But
it does depend on God’s holy spirit. And it

*During 1992, Jehovah’s Witnesses worldwide will
have as a yeartext: “Rejoice in the hope.... Persevere
in prayer.”—Romans 12:12.

3, 4. (a) What does the term “to rejoice” mean,
and how often should Christians be rejoicing?
(b) What is true joy, and what is it depen-
dent on?



wouia I nor nilyour near! joy
to witness the kind of healings
that Jesus performed?

comes from that deep inner satisfaction of
knowing that you have the truth, the King-
dom hope, and that you are doing what
pleases Jehovah. Hence, joy is not a mere
personality trait that we are born with; it is
part of “the new personality,” the assem-
blage of qualities that distinguished Jesus
Christ.—Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10.
5Though joy is a heart quality, it may
nevertheless be shown outwardly on occa-
sion. What are these occasional, outward
manifestations of joy? They could be any-
thing from facial sereneness to an actual
leaping for joy. (1 Kings 1:40; Luke 1:44;
Acts 3:8; 6:15) Does this mean, then, that
people who are not talkative or who are not

5. When and how may there be outward mani-
testations of joy?

always smiling have no joy; JNJ lrue joy
does not express itself in constant chat-
ter, laughter, smiling, or grinning. Circum-
stances cause joy to manifest itself in vari-
ous ways. It is not joy alone that makes us
congenial at the Kingdom Hall but, rather,
our brotherly affection and love.

6The constant aspect of joy is its inward
permanence as a heartfelt feature of the
Christian’s new personality. This is what
makes it possible to be always rejoicing. Of
course, at times we may be disturbed about
something, or we may face unpleasant con-
ditions. But we can still have joy in our
heart. Some early Christians were slaves,
having masters who were difficult to please.
Could such Christians always be rejoicing?
Yes, because of their Kingdom hope and
the joy in their hearts.—John 15:11; 16:24;
17:13.

6. Why can Christians always rejoice even when
they face unpleasant conditions?
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7Right after the apostle Paul said: “Re-
joice in the hope,” he added: “Endure un-
der tribulation.” (Romans 12:12) Jesus also
spoke of joy under tribulation when he said
at Matthew 5:11, 12; “Happy are you when
people reproach you and persecute you . . .
Rejoice and leap for joy, since your reward
is great in the heavens.” The rejoicing and
leaping for joy here need not be a literal
outward manifestation; it is primarily that
deep inner satisfaction that one has in
pleasing Jehovah and Jesus Christ when
standing firm under trial. (Acts 5:41) Actu-
ally, it is joy that helps us to endure while
under tribulation. (1 Thessalonians 1:6) In
this, Jesus set the finest example. The
Scriptures tell us: “For the joy that was set
before him he endured a torture stake.”
—Hebrews 12:2.

Rejoicing in the Hope
Despite Problems

8Being a servant of Jehovah does not free
one from problems. There may be family
problems, economic difficulties, impaired
health, or death of loved ones. While such
things might induce sorrow, they do not
take away our basis for rejoicing in the
Kingdom hope, the inner joy that we have
in our heart.—1 Thessalonians 4:13.

9Consider Abraham, for example. Life
was not always pleasant for him. He had
family problems. His concubine, Hagar, and
his wife, Sarah, did not get along. There
was bickering. (Genesis 16:4, 5) Ishmael
poked fun at Isaac, persecuting him. (Gen-
esis 21:8, 9; Galatians 4:29) Finally, Abra-
ham’s beloved wife, Sarah, died. (Genesis

7. (a) What did Jesus say about joy under trib-
ulation? (b) What helps us to endure under
tribulation, and who set the finest example in
this regard?

8. What problems may Christians face, but why
do problems not take away a Christian’s joy?

9. What problems did Abraham have, and how
do we know that he had joy in his heart?
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Those rejoicing in the Kingdom
encourage others by sharing their hope

23:2) Despite these problems, he rejoiced
over the hope of the Kingdom Seed, the
Seed of Abraham, through whom all fami-
lies of the earth would bless themselves.
(Genesis 22:15187) With joy in his heart, he
endured in Jehovah’s service for a hundred
years after leaving his home city of Ur.
Therefore it is written of him: “He was
awaiting the city having real foundations,
the builder and maker of which city is God.”
Because of Abraham’s faith in the coming
Messianic Kingdom, the Lord Jesus, when
already appointed by God to be King, could
say: “Abraham . . . rejoiced greatly in the
prospect of seeing my day, and he saw it and
rejoiced.”—Hebrews 11:10; John 8:56.



DAs imperfect humans, we also have our
sinful flesh to contend with, and this strug-
gle to do what is right can be very distress-
ing. Our fight against our weaknesses does
not mean, though, that we do not have hope.
Paul felt miserable over this conflict, and he
said: “Who will rescue me from the body
undergoing this death? Thanks to God
through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7.
24, 25) By means of Jesus Christ and the
ransom he provided, we are rescued.—Ro-
mans 5:19-21.

N Christ’s ransom sacrifice makes up for
our inability to wage the fight perfectly. We
can rejoice in this ransom because it makes
possible a cleansed conscience and forgive-
ness of our sins. At Hebrews 9:14, Paul
speaks of “the blood of the Christ” that has
the power to “cleanse our consciences from
dead works.” Thus, the consciences of
Christians need not be burdened down with
condemnation and guilt feelings. This,
along with the hope we have, constitutes a
strong force for joyous happiness. (Psalm
103:8-14; Romans 8:1, 2, 32) Contemplating
our hope, all of us will be encouraged to
wage the fight successfully.

Keeping Our Hope
Close in Mind

RIt is important for both the spirit-
anointed remnant and the other sheep to
keep their “hope of salvation” in mind,
wearing it as a protective helmet. (1 Thes-
salonians 5:8) Anointed Christians can con-
template the wonderful privilege of gaining
immortality in heaven, having access to
Jehovah God, and enjoying personal asso-
ciation with the glorified Jesus Christ and

10, 11. (a) What straggle do we as Christians
have, and how are we rescued? (b) What makes
up for our inability to wage perfectly the fight
against our sinful flesh?

12. What hope can anointed Christians contem-
plate?

the apostles and all others of the 144,000,
who maintained their integrity down
through the centuries. What an indescrib-
able wealth of association!

BHow do the few anointed still on earth
feel about their Kingdom hope? This can be
summed up in the words of F. W. Franz,
president of the Watch Tower Society, who
was baptized in 1913: “Our hope is a sure
thing, and it will be fulfilled fully to every
last one of the 144,000 members of the little
flock to a degree beyond what we have even
imagined. We of the remnant who were on
hand in the year 1914, when we expected all
of us to go to heaven, have not lost our sense
of value of that hope. But we are as strong
for it as we ever were, and we are appreciat-
ing it all the more the longer we have to wait
for it. It is something worth waiting for,
even if it required a million years. | evaluate
our hope more highly than ever before, and
I never want to lose my appreciation for it.
The hope of the little flock also gives assur-
ance that the expectation ofthe great crowd
of other sheep will, without any possibility
of failure, be fulfilled beyond our brightest
imagination. That is why we are holding
fast down to this very hour, and we are
going to hold fast until God has actually
proved that he is true to his ‘precious and
very grand promises.””—2 Peter 1:4; Num-
bers 23:19; Romans 5:5.

Rejoicing Now
in the Paradise Hope
USuch an expression of exultant faith
infuses in those who are of the great crowd
of other sheep grand reasons for rejoicing.
(Revelation 7:15,16) Such ones need to keep
in mind the hope of surviving Armageddon.
Yes, look forward to seeing God’s Kingdom

13. How do the anointed still on earth feel about
their hope?

14. What hope do the great crowd need to keep
in mind?
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vindicate the universal sovereignty of Jeho-
vah God and sanctify his glorious name by
bringing the great tribulation, which will
cleanse the earth of the wicked ones of
whom the Devil has been god. What a joy it
will be to survive that great tribulation!
—Daniel 2:44; Revelation 7:14.

that they will not only survive but be healed
thereafter.

1B6Such miraculous healing will logically
take place among Armageddon survivors
relatively soon after Armageddon and well
before the resurrection begins. (Isaiah 33:
24; 35:5, 6; Revelation 21:4; compare Mark

B Concerning the great crowd, Revela-5:25-29.) Then people will throw away eye

tion 7:17 says: “The Lamb ... will shepherd
them, and will guide them to fountains of
waters of life. And God will wipe out every
tear from their eyes.” Though this prophecy
has a spiritual fulfillment now, the Arma-
geddon survivors will see it literally ful-
filled. How so? Well, what did Jesus do when
he was on earth? He healed the maimed,
made the lame walk, opened the ears of the
deaf and the eyes of those blind, and he
cured leprosy, paralysis, and “every sort of
disease and every sort of infirmity.” (Mat-
thew 9:35; 15:30, 31) Is that not what Chris-
tians today need? The great crowd will car-
ry old-world disabilities and infirmities over
into the new world. What do we expect the
Lamb to do about that? The needs of the
Armageddon survivors will be very differ-
ent from the needs of those who will be
resurrected. The resurrected ones will likely
be recreated with whole, sound, healthy
bodies, though not yet having human per-
fection. Because of the miracle of resurrec-
tion, they will evidently not thereafter need
repair of any former disabilities by the mir-
acle of healing. On the other hand, because
of their unique experience of surviving Ar-
mageddon, miraculous repair is what many
of the great crowd will need and will re-
ceive. Apparently, a major intent of Jesus’
healings was to portray for the encourage-
ment of the great crowd the joyous prospect

15. (a) What work of healing did Jesus do when
he was on earth, and why? (b) What will be the
health needs of the Armageddon survivors, and
why are they different from those who are res-
urrected?
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glasses, canes, crutches, wheelchairs, den-
tures, hearing aids, and the like. What a
cause for rejoicing! How well such early
restorative action by Jesus comports with
the role of the Armageddon survivors as the
foundation of the new earth! Disabling mal-
adies will be moved out of the way so that
these survivors can move forward with zest,
looking eagerly to the marvelous activity of
the Millennium stretching ahead of them,
not dragged down by the afflictions that the
old world may have brought upon them.
And all during the Millennium, they will be
rejoicing in the hope of reaching the very
fullness of perfect human life by the end of
those thousand years.

I71f that is your hope, contemplate also
the joy of sharing in restoring Paradise on
the earth. (Luke 23:42, 43) No doubt the
Armageddon survivors will help to clean up
the earth and thus provide pleasant loca-
tions where dead ones will be resurrected.
Funerals may be replaced by welcoming
sessions for those brought up in the resur-
rection, including our own loved ones who
have gone down into death. And think of
the enriching fellowship with faithful men
and women from past centuries. Whom do
you especially want to talk to? Is it Abel,
Enoch, Noah, Job, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac,
Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Joshua, Rahab, Deb-
orah, Samson, David, Elijah, Elisha, Jere-

16. (a) When may miraculous healing of the
Armageddon survivors take place, and with what
result? (b) In what hope will we continue to
rejoice during the Millennium?

17. What joys will there be as the work of restor-
ing Paradise goes on?



miah, Ezekiel, Daniel, or John the Baptizer?
Well, then, this delightsome prospect is also
part of your hope. You will be able to con-
verse with them, learn from them, and work
together with them in making the entire
earth a paradise.

BlImagine, too, the wholesome food, pure
water, and clean air, with our earth re-
stored to its perfect ecological balance the
way Jehovah created it to be. Life then will
be, not mere passive enjoyment of perfec-
tion, but an active and meaningful partici-
pation in joyful activities. Contemplate a
worldwide society of people free from crime,
egotism, jealousy, quarreling—a brother-
hood where the fruitage of the spirit is
cultivated and produced by all. How thrill-
ing!—Galatians 5:22, 23.

Hope That Makes Life Worth Living

D Expectation realized is no longer hope,
so the rejoicing encouraged by Paul at Ro-
mans 12:12 is to be experienced now. (Ro-
mans 8:24) Just thinking of the future
blessings that God’s Kingdom will bring is
a cause for us to rejoice in that hope now.
So be determined not to allow the burdens
of life in a corrupt world to push your
glorious hope aside. Do not become worn
down and give out, losing sight of the
hope ahead. (Hebrews 12:3) Abandoning the
Christian course will not solve your prob-
lems. Remember, if someone quits serving
God because of all the burdens of life now,
he is still stuck with those burdens, but he
loses out on hope and so loses out on the
possibility of rejoicing in the marvelous
prospects ahead.

2Jehovah’s people have every reason to
have happy lives. Their bright, inspiring

18. What further joys can we contemplate?

19. (a) When is the rejoicing mentioned at Ro-
mans 12:12 to be experienced? (b) Why should
we be determined not to let the burdens of life
push our hope aside?

20. What effect does the Kingdom hope have on
those who embrace it, and why?

hope makes life worth living. And they do
not keep this joyous hope to themselves. No,
they are eager to share it with others. (2 Co-
rinthians 3:12) Thus it is that those who
embrace the Kingdom hope are a confident
people, and they seek to encourage others
by telling them the good news from God.
This fills the lives of those who accept the
message with the most wonderful hope that
has ever been given to humankind in gen-
eral—the hope of the Kingdom that will
restore Paradise to earth. If people do not
accept it, we still continue to rejoice because
we have the hope. The ones who turn a deaf
ear are the losers; we are not.—2 Corinthi-
ans 4:3, 4.

2 God’s promise is: “Look! I am making

all things new.” (Revelation 21:5) The new
world with all its entrancing and endless
blessings is at hand. Our hope—for life in
heaven or on a paradise earth—is precious;
hang on to it. In these critical last days,
more than ever, view it “as an anchor for
the soul, both sure and firm.” With our hope
anchored in Jehovah, “an everlasting rock
—the Rock of ages,” we surely have strong
and exhilarating reason right now to “re-
joice in the hope” set before us.—Hebrews
6:19; Isaiah 26:4, The Amplified Bible.

21. What is near at hand, and how should we
evaluate our hope?

Questions for Review
O What is mankind's great hope?
O What is true joy?

O When will miraculous _
healing of Arma%eddon survivors
likely take place~

O Why should we not let the bur-
dens of life push our hope aside?

O What joys do Xou look forward to
in the new world®
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Stay close to Jehovah

Perseverein prayer. —ROMANS 12:12.

all of his faithful people. As the “Hearer

of prayer,” he listens to their pleas for
help to attain the joyous hope that he sets
before them. (Romans 15:13; Psalm 65:2)
And through his Word, the Bible, he en-
courages all of his servants to come to him
anytime they wish. He is always there,
desiring to receive their inmost concerns.
In fact, he encourages them to “persevere
in prayer” and to “pray incessantly.” (Ro-
mans 12:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:17) It is
Jehovah’s will that all Christians constant-
ly call on him in prayer, pouring out their
hearts to him and doing so in the name of
his beloved Son, Jesus Christ.—John 14:6,
13, 14.

2Why does God give us this exhortation?
Because life’s pressures and responsibili-
ties can weigh us down so much that we
could forget to pray. Or problems may over-
whelm us and cause us to stop rejoicing in
the hope and cease praying. In view of
these things, we need reminders that en-
courage us to pray and to draw very close
to the source of help and comfort, Jehovah
our God.

JEHOVAH is “the God who gives hope” to

(James 4:8) Yes, God is neither too lofty nor
too far removed to hear our expressions to
him, despite our imperfect human condi-
tion. (Acts 17:27) Furthermore, he is not
indifferent and unconcerned. Says the
psalmist: “The eyes of Jehovah are toward
the righteous ones, and his ears are toward
their cry for help.”—Psalm 34:15; 1 Peter
3:12.

4Jehovah invites prayer. We might com-
pare this to a gathering where a number of
people are together talking. You are there,
listening to the others talk. Your role is
that of an observer. But then someone
turns to you, says your name, and directs
his words to you. This arrests your atten-
tion in a special way. Similarly, God is
always attentive to his people, wherever
they may be. (2 Chronicles 16:9; Proverbs
15:3) So he hears our words, protectively
and interestedly observing, as it were.
When we call upon God’s name in prayer,
however, his attention is arrested, and he
is now focused on us in an explicit way. By
his powers, Jehovah can even detect and
comprehend man’s unvoiced petition of-
fered within the hidden recesses of his

3 The disciple James wrote: “Draw close heartand mind. God assures us that he will

to God, and he will draw close to you.”

* According to Webster's New Dictionary of Syn-
onyms, “Persevere nearly always implies an admira-
ble quality; it suggests both refusal to be discouraged
by failure, doubts, or difficulties, and a steadfast or
dogged pursuit of an end or an undertaking.”

1 What is Jehovah’s will regarding prayer, and
what encouragement did the apostle Paul give
about praying?

2, 3. (a) Why did God exhort us to “persevere
in prayer™? (b) What assurance do we have that
God wants us to pray?
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draw close to all those sincerely calling
upon his name and seeking to stay close to
him.—Psalm 145:18.

Response According to God’s Purpose
5The counsel to persevere in prayer indi-
cates that Jehovah at times may allow us to

4. How might Jehovah’s attentiveness to prayer
be illustrated?

5. (a) What does the counsel “persevere in
prayer” indicate regarding our prayers? (b) How
does God answer prayers?



keep on praying about a matter for a while
before his response becomes apparent. We
might even tend to get weary of petitioning
God for favor or loving-kindness that may
seem sorely needed but long deferred.
Hence, Jehovah God entreats us not to
yield to any such leaning but to keep on
praying. We should continue petitioning
him about our concerns, confident that he
respects our prayer and will meet our real
need, not simply what we may have rea-
soned out. Jehovah God no doubt balances
our petitions according to his purpose. For
example, others may be affected by our
request. We might liken the matter to that
of a father whose son asks him for a bicycle.
The father knows that if he buys a bicycle
for that son, his other son would want one
too. Since one son may be too young for a
bicycle, the father may decide not to buy
any at that particular time. In a similar
manner, in the light of his purpose and
timing of matters, our heavenly Father de-
cides what is truly best for us and for
others.—Psalm 84:8, 11, compare Habak-
kuk 2:3.

6Noteworthy is the illustration Jesus
gave concerning the need for his disciples
“always to pray and not to give up.” A
widow, unable to get justice, persevered in
her request to a human judge until she
finally received justice. Jesus added: “Cer-
tainly, then, shall not God cause justice to
be done for his chosen ones?” (Luke 18:1-7)
Perseverance in prayer shows our faith, our
reliance on Jehovah, our willingness to stay
close to him and make our petition, leaving
the outcome in his hands.—Hebrews 11.6.

Examples of Staying Close to Jehovah
7The Bible abounds with accounts of

6. What illustration did Jesus give with regard
to prayer, and what does perseverance in prayer
show?

7. How can we imitate Abel’s faith in staying
close to Jehovah?

prayers uttered by God’s servants. These
“were written for our instruction, that
through our endurance and through the
comfort from the Scriptures we might have
hope.” (Romans 15:4) Our hope is strength-
ened by our considering some examples of
those who stayed close to Jehovah. Abel
offered an acceptable sacrifice to God, and
though no prayer is reported, he doubtless
appealed in prayer to Jehovah that his of-
fering might be accepted. Hebrews 11:4
says: “By faith Abel offered God a sacrifice
of greater worth than Cain, through which
faith he had witness borne to him that he
was righteous.” Abel knew of God’s promise
at Genesis 3:15, but compared to what we
now know, he knew very little. Yet, Abel
acted on what knowledge he did have. So
today, some of those newly interested in
God’s truth do not yet have much knowl-
edge, but they pray and make the most of
the knowledge they do have, as did Abel.
Yes, they act in faith.

8Another faithful servant of God was
Abraham, “the father of all those having
faith.” (Romans 4:11) Today, more than
ever, we need strong faith, and we need to
pray in faith, as did Abraham. Genesis 12:8
says that he built an altar “to Jehovah and
began to call on the name of Jehovah.”
Abraham knew God’s name and used it in
prayer. Time and again he sincerely perse-
vered in prayer, calling “upon the name
of Jehovah the indefinitely lasting God.”
(Genesis 13:4; 21:33) Abraham was call-
ing upon God in the faith for which he be-
came celebrated. (Hebrews 11:17-19) Prayer
helped Abraham to keep on rejoicing great-
ly in the Kingdom hope. Are we follow-
ing Abraham’s example of persevering in
prayer?
8. Why

to Jehovah, and what question shoul
ourselves?

can we be certain Abraham stayed close
we ask
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9David was outstanding as to persever-
ing in prayer, and his psalms illustrate
what prayers should be. For example, God’s
servants can properly pray for such things
as salvation or deliverance (3:7, 8; 60:5),
guidance (25:4, 5), protection (17:8), for-
giveness of sins (25:7, 11, 18), and a pure
heart (51:10). When David felt afflicted, he
prayed: “Make the soul of your servant
rejoice.” (86:4) We can pray similarly for
joy of heart, knowing that Jehovah desires
that we rejoice in our hope. David stayed
close to Jehovah and prayed: “My soul has
closely followed you; on me your right hand
keeps fast hold.” (63:8) Will we stay close
to Jehovah, as did David? If we do, he will
uphold us as well.

DIf we are to stay close to Jehovah, we
need to avoid envying the wicked because
of their carefree and materialistic lives.
The psalmist Asaph at one point felt that it
was of no value to serve Jehovah, for the
wicked “are at ease indefinitely.” Still, he
discerned that his reasoning was wrong
and that the wicked are “on slippery
ground.” He realized that nothing was bet-
ter than staying close to Jehovah, and he
expressed himself to God this way: “l am
constantly with you; you have taken hold of
my right hand. For, look! the very ones
keeping away from you will perish.. .. But
as for me, the drawing near to God is good
for me. In the Sovereign Lord Jehovah |
have placed my refuge, to declare all your
works.” (Psalm 73:12, 13, 18, 23, 27, 28)
Instead of envying the carefree lives of the
wicked, the people without hope, let us
imitate Asaph in staying close to Jehovah.

9. (a) Why are David’s prayers of much benefit
to God’s people today? (b) What might result
from our praying as David did to stay close to
Jehovah?

10. What wrong thoughts did the psalmist
Asaph have at one point, but what did he come
to realize?
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1 Daniel persevered resolutely in prayer,
even in the face of the danger of being in
the lions’ pit because of disregarding of-
ficial restrictions on prayer. But Jehovah
“sent his angel and shut the mouth of the
lions,” rescuing Daniel. (Daniel 6:7-10,
22, 27) Daniel was greatly blessed by his
persevering in prayer. Do we also persevere
in prayer, especially when faced with op-
position to our Kingdom preaching?

Jesus, Our Exemplar

PRight from the beginning of his earth-
ly ministry, Jesus is observed at prayer.
His prayerful attitude while being baptized
set a fine example for those undergoing
water baptism in modern times. (Luke 3:
21, 22) One could pray for God’s help to
carry out what is symbolized by water bap-
tism. Jesus also helped others to approach
Jehovah in prayer. On an occasion when
Jesus was in a certain place praying, one of
his disciples said to him afterward: “Lord,
teach us how to pray.” Jesus then related
what is commonly known as the model
prayer, in which the sequence of subjects
shows that God’s name and purpose should
be given priority. (Luke 11:1-4) Thus, in
our prayers we need to keep perspective
and balance, not neglecting “the more im-
portant things.” (Philippians 1:9, 10) Of
course, there are times of special need or
when a specific problem needs to be ad-
dressed. Like Jesus, Christians may go to
God in prayer to seek strength to carry out
certain assignments or to face up to partic-
ular trials or dangers. (Matthew 26:36-44)
In fact, personal prayers may embrace vir-
tually every facet of life.

11 Why is Daniel a fine example of staying close
to Jehovah, and how can we imitate him?
12. (a) At the beginning of his ministry, what
example did Jesus set with regard to prayer, and
how can this benefit Christians? (b) at does
Jesus’ model prayer reveal about prayer?



BBy his fine example, Jesus showed the
importance of praying in behalf of others.
He knew that his disciples would be hated
and persecuted, even as he was. (John 15:
18-20; 1Peter 5:9) He, therefore, petitioned
God “to watch over them because of the
wicked one.” (John 17:9, 11, 15 20) And
knowing the special trial that lay ahead for
Peter, he told him: “I have made supplica-
tion for you that your faith may not give
out.” (Luke 22:32) How beneficial it is if we
too persist in praying for our brothers,
thinking of others and not just our own
problems and interests!—Philippians 2:4;
Colossians 1:9, 10.

UThroughout his ministry, Jesus perse-
vered in prayer, staying very close to Jeho-
vah. (Hebrews 5:7107) The apostle Peter, at
Acts 2:25-28, quotes Psalm 16:8 and applies

13. How did Jesus show the importance of pray-
ing for others?

14. How do we know that Jesus stayed very close
to Jehovah throughout his earthly ministry, and
how can we imitate him?

Daniel persevered in prayer
despite the threat of being
thrown into the lions’pit

it to the Lord Jesus Christ:
“David says respecting him, ‘I
had Jehovah constantly before
my eyes; because he is at my
right hand that | may never be
shaken.” We can do likewise.
We can pray for God to be close
to us, and we can show our
confidence in Jehovah by con-
stantly keeping him mental-
ly before our eyes. (Compare
Psalm 110:5; Isaiah 41:10, 13))
Then we will avoid all kinds of
troubles, for Jehovah will sup-
port us, and we will never tot-
ter.

5 May we never fail to e

press thanks to Jehovah for all
his goodness to us, yes, “the surpassing
undeserved kindness of God,” which in-
eludes the gift of his Son as a ransom
sacrifice for our sins. (2 Corinthians 9:
14, 15; Mark 10:45; John 3:16; Romans
8:32; 1 John 4:9, 10) Indeed, in Jesus’
name, be “giving thanks always for all
things to our God and Father.” (Ephesians
5:19, 20; Colossians 4:2; 1 Thessalonians
5:18) We must be careful not to let our
thankfulness for what we have be soured
because we are so preoccupied with what we
do not have or with our personal problems.

Throwing Our Burdens
Upon Jehovah

16 Persistence in prayer shows our depth

of devotion. When we cedi on God, the effect
on us is good even before an answer comes

15. (a) With regard to what should we never fail
to persevere in prayer? (b) What caution is given
regarding our thankfulness?

16. When some burden troubles us, what should
we do?
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from him. If some burden is troubling our
minds, we can stay close to Jehovah by
following the counsel: “Throw your burden
upon Jehovah himself, and he himself will
sustain you.” (Psalm 55:22) By throwing
all our burdens—anxieties, worries, disap-
pointments, fears, and so forth—upon God,
with full faith in him, we receive a calm-
ness of heart, “the peace of God that excels
all thought.”—Philippians 4:4, 7; Psalm 68:
19; Mark 11:24; 1 Peter 5:7.

I7Does this peace of God come instantly?
Though we may get some relief immediate-
ly, what Jesus said about praying for holy
spirit holds true here also: “Keep on asking,
and it will be given you; keep on seeking,
and you will find; keep on knocking, and it
will be opened to you.” (Luke 11:9-13) Since
holy spirit is the means by which we cast
off anxiety, we need to persevere in asking
for the peace of God and his help with
regard to our burdens. We can be sure that
by persistence in prayer, we will get the
desired relief and calmness of heart.

BBut what if we do not know exactly
what to pray for? Our inward groans often
remain unexpressed because we do not fully
understand our situation, or we are at a
loss as to what to present to Jehovah. It is
here that the holy spirit can intercede for
us. Paul wrote: “The problem of what we
should pray for as we need to we do not
know, but the spirit itself pleads for us with
groanings unuttered.” (Romans 8:26) How
so0? In God’s Word are inspired prophecies
and prayers that bear on our situation. He
lets these intercede for us, as it were. He
accepts these as being what we would pray
for if only we knew their meaning in our
case, and accordingly he fulfills them.

17. How may we obtain the peace of God?

18. What does Jehovah do for us if we do not
kr]ow’)exactly what to pray for in a certain situ-
ation?
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Prayer and Hope
to Continue

9 Prayer to our heavenly Father will

continue forever, especially with regard to
thankfulness for the new world and all its
blessings. (Isaiah 65:24; Revelation 21:5)
We will also continue to rejoice in hope,
for hope in some form will remain forever.
(Compare 1 Corinthians 13:13.) What new
things Jehovah will bring forth when he is
no longer under his self-imposed Sabbath
day of rest toward the earth, we cannot
even imagine. (Genesis 2:2, 3) For all eter-
nity, he will have loving surprises ahead
for his people, and the future holds grand
things for them in the way of doing his
will.

20With such a thrilling hope ahead of
us, may all of us stay close to Jehovah by
persevering in prayer. May we never cease
thanking our heavenly Father for all our
blessings. In due time our expectations
will be joyfully realized, even beyond what
we could have imagined or anticipated, for
Jehovah can “do more than superabun-
dantly beyond all the things we ask or
conceive.” (Ephesians 3:20) In view of
this, then, let us give all praise and glory
and thanks for all eternity to Jehovah our
God, the “Hearer of prayer”!

19. Why will prayer and hope continue forever?
20. What should be our determination, and

why?

How Would You Answer?
O Why do we need to persevere in
prayer?

O What do we learn from pre-
Christian examples of prayer?

O What does Jesus’ example teach
us about prayer?

O How can we throw our burdens
on Jehovah and with what result?



W hat Does
Subjection
In Marriage
Mean?

HEN a Christian woman marries,
she has to make many adjust-
ments. Perhaps the greatest of

these affects her liberty. As a single adult,

she may have been free to make many of her
own decisions without consulting anyone.
But now that she has a husband, she is
obligated to consult him and ask his permis-
sion to do many of the things that she used
to decide for herself. Why is this so0?

Because when the Creator of mankind
gave the first woman in marriage to the
first man, He appointed the man to be the
head of his wife and their future children.
This was only reasonable. In any organized
group of people, someone needs to take the
lead and make final decisions. In the case of
marriage, the Creator decreed that “a hus-
band is head of his wife.”—Ephesians 5:23.

In support of this, the divine instruction
states: “Let wives be in subjection to their
husbands.” (Ephesians 5:22) How a wife is
affected by this arrangement depends on
two things: First, how willing is she to
submit to the arrangement? and second,
how will her husband exercise his authori-
ty? In truth, when both marriage partners
view the arrangement properly, they find
that it is a blessing for the wife, the hus-
band, and their children.

Not a Tyrant

How should a husband exercise his author-
ity? By following the fine example of God’s
Son. The Bible says: “A husband is head of
his wife as the Christ also is head of the
congregation, he being a savior of this body.
Husbands, continue loving your wives, just
as the Christ also loved the congregation and
delivered up himself for it.” (Ephesians 5:
23, 25) Jesus Christ’s exercise of headship
was a blessing to the congregation. He was
not a tyrant. He did not make his disci-
pies feel restricted or oppressed. Instead,
he gained the respect of all by his loving and
compassionate treatment of them. What a
fine example for husbands to follow in their
treatment of their wives!

There are husbands, though, who do not
follow this fine example. They use their
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God-given headship selfishly, rather than
for the good of their wives. They dominate
their wives in a tyrannical manner, de-
manding total subjection and often not per-
mitting them to make any decisions for
themselves. Understandably, the wives of
such husbands often live an unhappy life.
And such a husband also suffers in that he
fails to gain the loving respect of his wife.

True, God requires a wife to respect the
position that her husband holds as head of
the family. But if the husband desires to
enjoy her heartfelt respect for him as a
person, he has to earn it, and the best way
to do that is by acting responsibly and
cultivating fine, godly qualities as head of
the household.

Subjection Is Relative

Ahusband’s authority over his wife is not
total. In some ways wifely subjection can be
compared to a Christian’s subjection to a
worldly ruler. God decrees that a Christian
must “be in subjection to the superior au-
thorities.” (Romans 13:1) Yet this subjec-
tion must always be balanced by what we
owe to God. Jesus said: “Pay back Caesar’s
things to Caesar, but God’s things to God.”
(Mark 12:17) If Caesar (the secular govern-
ment) demands that we give him what be-
longs to God, we remember what the apostle
Peter said: “We must obey God as ruler
rather than men.”—Acts 5:29.

In a somewhat similar way, if a Christian
woman is married to a man who does not
understand or fails to respect Christian
principles, she is, nevertheless, obliged to
be subject to him. Rather than rebel against
this God-ordained arrangement, she would
do well to act toward him with love and
consideration and thus try to gain his con-
fidence. Perhaps such fine conduct will
make her husband change; it may even win
him to the truth. (1 Peter 3:1, 2) If her
husband orders her to do something forbid-
den by God, she has to remember that God
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is her primary Ruler. For example, if he
demands that she engage in immoral sex
practices, such as wife swapping, she is
obliged not to submit. (1 Corinthians 6:
9, 10) Subjection to her husband is gov-
emed by her conscience and by her primary
subjection to God.

In the time of King David, Abigail was
married to Nabal, a man who did not respect
godly principles and who acted harshly and
unlovingly toward David and David’s men.
These had protected the thousands of sheep
and goats belonging to Nabal, but when
David requested a food contribution, Nabal
refused to give anything.

Upon learning that her husband’s nig-
gardly attitude was going to bring disaster
on the household, Abigail decided for her-
selfto take food to David. “Abigail hastened
and took two hundred loaves of bread and
two large jars of wine and five sheep dressed
and five seah measures of roasted grain
and a hundred cakes of raisins and two
hundred cakes of pressed figs and put them
upon the asses. Then she said to her young
men: ‘Pass on ahead of me. Look! I am
coming after you.” But to her husband Na-
bal she told nothing.”—1 Samuel 25:18, 19.

Was Abigail wrong in acting contrary to
the will of her husband? Not in this case.
Abigail’s subjection did not require her to
be as unloving as her husband, especially
since Nabal’s unwise course put his whole
household in danger. Hence, David said to
her: “Blessed be Jehovah the God of Israel,
who has sent you this day to meet me! And
blessed be your sensibleness.” (1 Samuel 25:
32, 33) Similarly, Christian wives today
should not agitate and rebel against the
headship of their husbands, but if these
take an unchristian course, the wives do not
have to follow them in this.

True, Paul in his letter to the Ephesians
says: “As the congregation is in subjection
to the Christ, so let wives also be to their



husbands in everything.” (Ephesians 5:24)
The apostle’s use of the word “everything”
here does not mean that there are no limits
to the wife’s subjection. Paul’s expression,
“as the congregation is in subjection to the
Christ,” indicates what he had in mind.
Everything that Christ requires of his con-
gregation is righteous, in accord with God’s
will. Therefore, the congregation can easi-
ly and joyfully be in subjection to him in
everything. Similarly, a wife of a Christian
husband who earnestly tries to follow Jesus’
example will be happy to be subject to him
in everything. She knows that he is very
concerned for her best interests, and he will
never knowingly ask her to do something
out of harmony with God’s will.

A husband will keep the love and respect
of his wife when he reflects the godly qual-
ities of his head, Jesus Christ, who com-
manded his followers to love one another.
(John 13:34) Even though a husband is
fallible and imperfect, if he manages his
authority in harmony with the superior
headship of the Christ, he makes it easier
for his wife to be happy to have him as her
head. (1 Corinthians 11:3) If a wife culti-
vates the Christian qualities of modesty and
loving-kindness, it is not difficult for her to
subject herself to her husband.

Humble and Reasonable

Husbands and wives in the congregation
are spiritual brothers and sisters with an
equal standing before Jehovah. (Compare
Galatians 3:28.) Men, however, have been
assigned by God to exercise congregation
oversight. This is gladly recognized by
righthearted women in all submissiveness.
And the weighty obligation it puts upon
men not to be lording it over the flock is
humbly recognized by mature men in the
congregation.—1 Peter 5:2, 3.

If such is the relationship between men
and women in the congregation, how can a
Christian husband justify his acting as a

tyrant over his wife, his spiritual sister?
And how can the wife justify competing
with her husband for headship? Rather,
they should treat each other as Peter ad-
monishes all members of the congregation:
“All of you be like-minded, showing fellow
feeling, having brotherly affection, tenderly
compassionate, humble in mind.” (1 Peter
3:8) Paul too counseled: “Clothe yourselves
with the tender affections of compassion,
kindness, lowliness of mind, mildness, and
long-suffering. Continue putting up with
one another and forgiving one another free-
ly if anyone has a cause for complaint
against another. Even as Jehovah freely
forgave you, so do you also.”—Colossians 3:
12, 13.

Such attitudes should be cultivated in the
congregation. And they especially should be
cultivated between husband and wife in the
Christian home. A husband can show his
tender affection and mildness by listening
to suggestions from his wife. He should
consider his wife’s point of view before mak-
ing a decision affecting the family. Chris-
tian wives are not empty-headed. They can
often give their husbands valuable sugges-
tions, as Sarah did to her husband, Abra-
ham. (Genesis 21:12) On the other hand, a
Christian wife will not be unreasonably de-
manding of her husband. She will show her
kindness and lowliness of mind by following
his lead and supporting his decisions, even
though they may sometimes differ from her
own preferences.

A reasonable husband, like a reasonable
elder, is approachable and kind. A loving
wife responds by being compassionate and
long-suffering, recognizing the efforts he
makes to fulfill his responsibilities in spite
of imperfection and the pressures of life.
When such attitudes are cultivated by both
husband and wife, subjection in a marriage
is not going to be a problem. Rather, it is a
source of joy, security, and lasting content-
ment.
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“Yet It Does Movel”

C ('T  HE Bible teaches how to go to heaven, not how
the heavens go,” said the 16th-century ltalian

JL scientist and inventor Galileo Galilei. Beliefs
like that one threw him into conflict with the Roman
Catholic Church, which threatened him with torture and
imprisonment. Some 350 years later, the church re-
viewed its treatment of Galileo. What took place in
Galileo’s day has been called a “confrontation between
empirical science and blind dogmatism.”

Today, searchers for truth can learn from Galileo’s
experience. But why did such a confrontation ever oc-
cur? A look at the accepted scientific views of his time
will provide the answer.

In the mid-16th century, the earth was thought to be
the center of the universe. Planets were assumed to orbit
in perfect circles. Although not proved by scientific
methods, these ideas were accepted in faith as estab-
lished fact. Indeed, science with its “mystic ideas” was
inseparable from religion.

Into such a world Galileo was born to a respected
family in Pisa in 1564. His father wanted him to study
medicine, but the inquisitive boy became fascinated by
mathematics. In time, as a professor of science, he
discovered certain principles of inertia. When descrip-
tions of early Dutch telescopes reached him, he greatly
improved on the design and built his own superior
instrument. He turned it toward the heavens and pub-
lished what he learned in his first book, Sidereus Nun-
cius (The Starry Messenger), introducing four moons of
Jupiter to his generation. In 1611 he was called to Rome,
where he presented his findings to the Jesuit Collegio
Romano (Roman College). They honored him by a con-
ference in which they acknowledged his findings.

Teachings Opposed by the Church
Ominously, before Galileo left Rome, a powerful Je-
suit, Cardinal Bellarmine, instigated an inquiry into
Galileo’s teachings. Galileo believed that creation is
governed by laws that men can learn through study. The
Catholic Church opposed this view.
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Even some astronomers ob-
jected to Galileo’s opinion.
They believed that it was im-
possible for the telescope to en-
hance reality and that the in-
vention was a hoax. One priest
even suggested that the stars
seen had been built into the
lens! When Galileo discovered
lunar mountains, confirming
that the heavenly bodies were
not perfect spheres, the priest
Clavius countered that the
moon was encased in crystal,
so that, although one might see
through to the mountains, it
was still a perfect ball! “This,”
said Galileo in response, “is a
beautiful flight of the imagina-
tion.”

Galileo’s drive to read from
the “Book of Nature,” as he
called the study of creation, led
him to the work of the Polish
astronomer Nicolaus Coperni-
cus. In 1543, Copernicus had
published a book arguing that
the earth revolved around the
sun. Galileo verified this. How-
ever, this pitted Galileo against
the scientific, political, and re-
ligious establishment of his
day.

While the Catholic Church
used Copernican astronomy for
setting dates, such as Easter,
Copernicus’views had not been
officially adopted. The church
hierarchy backed Aristotle’s
theory that the earth was the
center of the universe. Gali-
leo’s new ideas, however, chal-
lenged their reputation and
power.



Although independent scien-
tists across Europe worked to
confirm the Copernican sys-
tern, they were content to dis-
cuss it within the academic
world. On that basis the Cath-
olic Church let them alone. Ga-
lileo wrote not in Latin but in
the Italian of the common man
and thus popularized his dis-
coveries. The clergy felt that he
was challenging not only them
but God’s Word.

Not a Science Manual

Of course, discovering the
facts about the universe is
not truly a challenge to God’s
Word. Students of that Word
realize that the Bible is not a
science manual, though it is
accurate when it touches on
scientific matters. It was writ-
ten for the spiritual develop-
ment of believers, not to teach
them physics or some other
natural science. (2 Timothy 3:
16, 17) Galileo agreed. He sug-
gested that there are two types
of language: the precise terms
of science and the everyday
words of the inspired writers.
He wrote: “It is needful in the
Scriptures... to accommodate
these to the understanding of
ordinary people, to say many
things which appear different
(as to the meaning of the
words) from absolute truth.”

There are examples of this in
various Bible texts. One is Job
38:6, where the Bible speaks of
the earth as having “pedestals”
and a “cornerstone.” Some

misused this as evidence that the earth is fixed. Such
expressions are not meant as a scientific description of
the earth but, rather, poetically compare the creation of
the earth to the erection of a building, with Jehovah as
the Master Builder.

As biographer L. Geymonat points out in his book
Galileo Galilei: “Narrow-minded theologians who want-
ed to limit science on the basis of biblical reasoning
would do nothing but cast discredit upon the Bible
itself.” For selfish reasons stubborn men did exactly
that. A letter was sent to the Holy Office calling for an
investigation of Galileo.

On February 19, 1616, Catholic theologians were pre-
sented with two propositions: (1) “the sun is the center
of the universe” and (2) “the earth is not the center of
the universe.” On February 24 they ruled these ideas
foolish and heretical. Galileo was ordered not to hold to
or teach such theories.

Galileo was silenced. Not only was the Catholic
Church against him but his friends had been powerless
to help. He simply devoted himself to research. Had it
not been for a change of pope in 1623, we may not have
heard of him again. However, the new pontiff, Ur-
ban VIII, was an intellectual and a supporter of Galileo.
Word reached Galileo that the pope would not object to
a new book. He even had an audience with the pope.
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After this apparent indication of open-
mindedness by the pope, Galileo went to
work.

Although Galileo’s Dialogue Concerning
the Two Chief World Systems was first pub-
lished under Catholic license in 1632, papal
enthusiasm soon vanished. At 70 years of
age, Galileo was summoned to appear before
the Inquisition a second time. The charge of
suspicion of heresy required that the church
authorization to publish the book be ex-
plained first, and it was asserted that Gali-
leo fraudulently concealed the earlier ban
on teaching Copernicanism. Since Dialogue
compared astronomical systems, including
that of Copernicus, it was asserted that it
violated the ban.

Galileo responded that his book was crit-
ical of Copernicus. It was a weak defense,
for in the book a most convincing case had
been made for Copernicus. Furthermore,
the pope’s words were put in the mouth of
the most dull-witted character in the book,
Simplicio, thus offending Pope Urban VIII.

Galileo Convicted of Heresy

Galileo was found guilty. Already ill and
having been threatened with torture unless
he recanted, he did. On his knees he swore:
“l do abjure ... the said errors and heresies
... I'shall never again speak... such things
as might bring me under similar suspicion.”
Interestingly, legend has it that upon ris-
ing, he struck the earth and mumbled,
“Eppur si muove! [And yet it does move!]”

The sentence was imprisonment and pen-
ances until his death, which occurred nine
years later. A letter he wrote in 1634 said:
“It is not any opinion of mine that started
the war, but my being in the bad graces of
the Jesuits.”

In 1822 the ban on his works was lifted.
But not until 1979 did Pope John Paul 1l
reopen the question and admit that Galileo
had been “made to suffer much ... by the
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men and the organisations of the Church.”
In the Vatican newspaper, L 'Osservatore
Romano, Mario D’Addio, a noted member of
the special commission set up by Pope John
Paul Il to review Galileo’s 1633 conviction,
said: “The so-called heresy of Galileo does
not seem to have any foundation, neither
theologically nor under canon law.” Accord-
ing to D’Addio, the Inquisition court over-
stepped its authority—Galileo’s theories
did not violate any article of faith. The
Vatican newspaper admitted that the con-
viction of Galileo for heresy was baseless.

What do we learn from Galileo’s experi-
ence? A Christian should realize that the
Bible is not a science textbook. When a
conflict appears to exist between the Bible
and science, he need not try to reconcile
every “discrepancy.” After all, Christian
faith is based on “the word about Christ,”
not on scientific authority. (Romans 10:17)
Besides, science is continually changing. A
theory that appears to contradict the Bible
and that is popular today may tomorrow be
discovered to be in error and be rejected.

Yet, when pointing to the case of Gali-
leo to demonstrate religious suppression
of science, scientists would do well to re-
member that Galileo’s discovery was not
accepted by the research establishment of
his day. Contrary to contemporary thought,
the Bible was not out of harmony with that
truth. God’s Word needed no revision. It
was the Catholic Church’s misinterpreta-
tion of the Bible that caused the problem.

Everyone should be moved by the exqui-
site harmony and natural law in the uni-
verse to a greater appreciation of the Cre-
ator, Jehovah God. Galileo asked: “Is the
Work less noble than the Word?” The apos-
tie answers: “[God’s] invisible qualities are
clearly seen from the world’s creation on-
ward, because they are perceived by the
things made.”—Romans 1:20.



A Ministry for You?

= 'EHOVAH has shown
his generosity in per-
fectly provisioning

e earth for our enjoy-
ment of life. He gener-
ously let these provisions
remain even after Adam
and Eve rebelled. What
is more, he has expressed
his surpassing love in
sending his Son to save
believing humans from
the calamity of sin.
—Matthew 5:45; John
3:16.

How can we respond
to such love? Jesus said
that we must love Jeho-
vah our God with our
whole heart, soul, mind,

and strength. This suggests that we owe
him our worship and loyalty and that we
should live our lives in harmony with his
will.—Mark 12:30; 1 Peter 4:2.

A nurse with a family to care
for says: "I travel over one
hour every day to the
hospital where | work, so |
thought | could not auxiliary
pioneer. But | carefully
organized my activities to
share in the Field service
early each morning before
going to work, during break
periods, and on days off. You
can imagine my joy when, by
the end of one month, [ had
spent | 17 hours in preaching!
| placed 263 magazines,
22 subscriptions for the
magazines and was able to
start 3 Bible studies.”

ans 1:10.

But what is involved in
doing God’s will? Is there
a service that we can ren-
der to him—a ministry
that we should share in?

A Need for Ministers

The churches have con-
fused people as to how to
worship and serve God.
Yet, the Bible shows that
there is only one true
religion, “one Lord, one
faith, one baptism; one
God and Father of all per-
sons.” Jesus said: “True
worshipers will worship
the Father with spirit
and truth.” Hence they
are counseled: “You

should all speak in agreement, and . . .
there should not be divisions among you.
—Ephesians 4:3-6; John 4:23; 1 Corinthi-



Confusion as to what is the true religion
began in Eden when Satan challenged the
rightfulness of Jehovah’s sovereignty by
questioning God’s way of ruling. (Genesis
3:1-6, 13) Satan now sustains this oppo-
sition to God with counterfeit teachings
spread by deceitful religious ministers who
“keep transforming themselves into minis-
ters of righteousness.” So the Bible says:
“Beloved ones, do not believe every in-
spired expression . . . because many false
prophets have gone forth into the world.”
—2 Corinthians 11:14, 15; 1 John 4:1.

Happily, God has taken steps to settle
this issue of rulership. Having sent his Son
to redeem mankind, he has now made Je-
sus the King of God’s heavenly Kingdom,
with authority to destroy Satan and his
prophets, or ministers. This will ensure
that God’s will is done on earth, to the
everlasting blessing of obedient people.
—Daniel 7:13, 14; Hebrews 2:9.

Satan has obscured these truths. (2 Co-
rinthians 4:4) Thus, there is a need for us
to serve as ministers of God, exposing Sa-
tan’s falsehoods and bearing witness to the
truth. Jehovah does not force us into this
service. He wants us, like Jesus, to offer
ourselves willingly out of appreciation for
him and for what he has done for us.
——Psalm 110:3; Hebrews 12:1-3.

The Christian Ministry

Jesus “went journeying from city to city
and from village to village, preaching and
declaring the good news of the kingdom of
God.” (Luke 8:1) He also trained his disci-
pies to be ministers like him and sent them
out to preach. (Matthew 10:1-14, 27) Lat-
er, he commissioned them to continue the
ministry to the ends of the earth.—Mat-
thew 28:19, 20; Acts 1:8.

This commission rests on true Chris-
tians, and God’s spirit motivates them to

preach. As happened at Pente-
cost 33 C.E., all who accept the
good news take up the respon-
sibility to make public decla-
ration of their faith.—Acts
2:1-4, 16-21; Romans 10:9,
13-15.

Most people, though, cannot
see themselves as ministers.
Peter, one of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, says: “Men in Ger-
many often consider it below
their dignity to talk about re-
ligion. That is for clergymen
to do,” they say.” According
to Tony, a missionary for de-
cades, people in England have
said: “What you are saying is
good, and | think Jehovah’s
Witnesses are fine people. But
to go from door to door preach-
ing—I just could not do that.”
Ben studied the Bible for a



while with a Nigerian
man who told him: *“I
cannot show myself
preaching publicly from
house to house; but |
could give money to
your congregation to
help those who are will-
ing to do that.” Yes, "l
most people lack the
faith and conviction
needed for the Christian
ministry.

Nonetheless, public
preaching is the respon-
sibility of all in the
Christian congregation,
regardless of age or sex.
It is not only for the el-
ders and the ministerial
servants, who ‘take the
lead,” but also for Chris-
tians in general. All are
exhorted: “Offer to God
a sacrifice of praise, that is, the fruit of lips
which make public declaration to his name.
... Be obedient to those who are taking
the lead among you.”—Hebrews 13:15, 17.

Addressing a mixed crowd in his Ser-
mon on the Mount, Jesus said: “Not every-
one saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter
into the kingdom of the heavens, but the
one doing the will of my Father who is in
the heavens will.” On another occasion
he showed that doing God’s will includes
preaching to unbelievers. His disciples
were urging him to leave off preaching to
some Samaritans in order to eat, but he
said: “My food is for me to do the will of
him that sent me and to finish his work.”
—Matthew 7:21; John 4:27-38.

Should It Be Your Career?

People usually prefer to pursue materi-
al food and wealth. But earlier in the Ser-

Michael has seven young
children, and he holds a
responsible job in a Nigerian
college. He is also an elder in
the Christian congregation. He
shares the view of thousands

of Witnesses:
viewthe ministry as my
career and always recall that
Paul said: 'l planted, Apollos
watered, but God kept making
it grow .’ |\/|y wife and | ‘plant’
during brief house-to-house
discussions of the good news.
We 'water' by returning to
those who show interest to
teach them from the Bible, as
Jesus said we should. Weekly
home Bible studies have helped
a great number— in some
cases whole families— to come
to a knowledge of the truth.”

mon on the Mount, Je-
sus advised his listeners
against anxiously pursu-
ing such things. “Rath-
er,” he said, “store up for
yourselves treasures in
heaven... Keepon, then,
seeking first the king-
dom and [God’s] righ-
teousness.”—Matthew
6:20, 33.

Seeking first the King-
dom means not letting
other interests overshad-
OW our ministry. How-
ever, doing this does not
mean excluding every-
thing else. For example,
the Bible encourages us
not to neglect genuine
family obligations. We
hold such obligations in
common with all hu-
mans. To neglect them is
to act in a way that is contrary to the
Christian faith. (1 Timothy 5:8) Neverthe-
less, we should do all we reasonably can in
the ministry while handling other responsi-
bilities in a balanced way.

Jesus said: “This good news of the king-
dom will be preached . . . for a witness to
all the nations; and then the end will
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come.” (Matthew 24:14) The context of
that prophecy places its fulfillment in our
day. Since 1914 the good news is that the
Kingdom has been empowered to act in
favor of Jehovah’s sovereignty and against
Satan and his world. (Revelation 11:15-18)
We should think seriously about the impli-
cations of this. The end will come, and we
must get the preaching work done before
then. Lives are at stake; we can help to
save many of them.

Reach Out for a Fuller Ministry

Many of Jehovah’s Witnesses devote ten
or more hours each month to sharing the
good news with others. Thousands spend
two or more hours a day in preaching as
auxiliary pioneers, and others serve con-
tinually as regular and special pioneers.
They appreciate the urgency of this work
and want to have the fullest share possible
to get it done before the end of this unhap-
py world comes.

Are you already an active Witness of
Jehovah? Then reach out for a fuller share
in the service. Improve your proficiency in
preaching and teaching, trying to accom-
plish more in the ministry. If you are in a
position to become a pioneer, do so. If your
circumstances genuinely do not permit you

to, then encourage those who can to reach
out for this service.

If you are not a dedicated Witness of
Jehovah, do not say that the ministry is
not for you. Another man named Peter, a
mechanical engineer, strongly objected to
his wife’s sharing the good news with oth-
ers. “How can | have my wife preaching
from house to house?” he would ask. After
years of observing her firm conviction re-
garding the truth of God’s Word, he decid-
ed to study the Bible too. Now, like his
wife, he is a dedicated, baptized minister
of the good news.

So do not bar yourself from the privilege
of serving Jehovah. We encourage you to
study the Bible and to associate with true
Christians at their meetings. This will help
you to mold your life in harmony with
God’s righteousness and to build up firm
faith in his purposes. If you make progress
in this, you too will qualify to be a minister
of God. You will then be privileged to share
in carrying out this command of Jesus:
“Go therefore and make disciples ... teach-
ing them to observe all the things | have
commanded you.”—Matthew 28:19, 20.

Yes, there is a ministry you may share
in, and it is more urgent than ever for you
to do so.

Questions From Readers

m What should a Christian family do if their child has to attend a

school where religious instruction is compulsory?

Christian parents are not inter-
ested in having their children in-
doctrinated with false religion. But
there may be situations where
children cannot decline to be in
a class where religion is taught,
though they would not share in
false religious acts or ceremonies.

God’s friend Abraham set a fine
pattern as to religious instruction
for children. He raised his off-
spring in Canaan, where they were
surrounded by religious error and
abominable “sacred” practices.
(Compare Exodus 34:11-15; Le-
viticus 18:21-30; Deuteronomy 7:
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1-5, 25, 26; 18:9-14.) Nonethe-
less, he was the source of reli-
gious instruction for his family.
God was confident that Abraham
would “command his sons and his
household after him so that they
shall keep Jehovah’'s way to do
righteousness.”— Genesis 18:19.
As a youth, Jesus too benefited
from family and congregational in-
struction in true worship. Thus, he



“went on progressing in wisdom
and in physical growth and in fa-
vor with God and men.”— Luke
2:52.

In most parts of the earth,
Christian youths receive secular
education in public schools. Not
everything taught is in full accord
with Biblical truth and established
fact. For example, many genera-
tions of Christian youths have at-
tended science or biology classes
as part of their normal curriculum.
Most of them have thus been ex-
posed to prevailing theories of
evolution and associated views
about “natural” origins of life on
earth.

This exposure did not, however,
turn these Christian youths into
adherents of godless evolution.
Why? Because at home and at
Christian meetings, they had pre-
viously received accurate infor-
mation based on God’s inspired
Word, which helped to train their
perceptive powers to distinguish
both right and wrong.” (Hebrews
5:14) Many parents had studied
with their children the balanced
coverage of evolution in the faith-
strengthening volume Life—How
Did It Get Here? By Evolution
or by Creation?* Thus equipped,
these schoolchildren did not ac-
cept as believable the classroom
instruction about evolution. Yet
they were able to show in their
classroom responses and in tests
that they were paying attention
and could learn the details pre-
sented. Some even had opportu-
nity to provide alternative expla-
nations in accord with the facts
presented in the Bible by man’s
Creator.— 1 Peter 3:15.

What, though, about class peri-
ods devoted to instruction about
the predominant local religion or
even religion in general?

* Published by the Watchtower Bi-
ble and Tract Society of New York,
Inc.

It is unlikely that such instrue-
tion will be presented neutrally,
as mere information. The teacher
may even practice that religion
and thus try to influence the
minds and hearts of the students.
So Jehovah’'s Witnesses prefer
that their children be excused
from religious instruction classes.
This may enable their children to
use school time more profitably
to complete assignments for other
classes or to study in the school
library.

In some places, however, such
requests have been denied: the
school or public authorities may
even require that all children at-
tend and complete a religion
course in order to be graduated.
Each family must decide person-
ally what to do in that case.

Some of God’s servants in the
past have involuntarily been in sit-
uations where they had to endure
exposure to religious teachings or
acts while remaining loyal to the
true God. That was likely so of
Moses. He was brought up as the
grandson of Egypt's Pharaoh, and
he “was instructed in all the wis-
dom of the Egyptians.” (Acts 7:
20-22) That probably included to
some degree the beliefs and reli-
gious practices common in Egypt.
But Moses was safeguarded by
the superior instruction he evi-
dently received from his family
and perhaps other Hebrews.
— Exodus 2:6-15: Hebrews 11:
23-26.

Consider also the example of
the three young Hebrews, asso-
ciates of Daniel, who were given
special instruction in Babylon and
made government workers. (Dan-
iel 1:6, 7) They were not at liberty
to do or refuse to do whatever
they wanted. On one occasion
King Nebuchadnezzar decreed
that they assemble with other of-
ficials at the gold image he set up
on the plain of Dura, where acts of

nationalistic devotion would be
performed. How did the three He-
brews respond? We can be cer-
tain that they would have pre-
ferred not to be there, but that was
not possible.* Yet they remained
faithful to their beliefs and to Al-
mighty God. Their godly con-
sciences permitted them to be
present while resolutely refusing
to participate in, or personally en-
gage in, any act of false religion.
— Daniel 3:1-18.

When it is compulsory for all
students to be present at a reli-
gion class and possibly to learn to
the extent of being able to pass
standard tests, children from fam-
ilies of true Christians might be
present, as those three were at
Nebuchadnezzar's command. But
the Christian youths would put
God first. There would be no need
for them to challenge each incor-
rect statement made or each un-
scriptural practice shared in by
the others, just as the three He-
brews did not try to interfere when
others bowed down to the image
of gold. However, Christian youths
would not themselves share in
acts of worship, joint prayers, reli-
gious songs, and such things.

These youths ought to exert
themselves at other times to take
in upbuilding knowledge ‘from the
holy writings that are able to make
them wise for salvation through
faith in connection with Christ Je-
sus.” (2 Timothy 3:15) Through
communication with their children,
the parents should constantly
monitor the content of the class
instruction. This will help the adult
Christians to see what needs to
be corrected or clarified from the
Bible so that their children do not
become confused or misled.

*The Bible makes no mention of
Daniel's being on the plain of Dura.
Perhaps his higher rank in the govern-
ment enabled him to be excused from
going there.
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Do You Remember?

Have you given careful thought to
recent issues of The Watchtower?
If so, you will probably find it
interesting to recall the following:

O How does the Bible’s record
of Jehovah’s battles give us
confidence in facing the “great
tribulation”? (Matthew 24:21)

Always in control, Jehovah has
demonstrated that he can out-
think his enemies and maneuver
circumstances for the salvation
of his people.— 8/15, page 27.

O What must parents be willing
to do to maintain communication
between themselves and their
children?

Parents must spend time with
their children. Also, they must be
willing to make sacrifices in be-
half of their children for the sake
of their mental, physical, and spir-
itual growth.— 9/1, page 22.

O What meaning does Jesus’
transfiguration have for us to-
day? (Mark 9:2-4)

The transfiguration can build faith
in Jehovah’s prophetic word and
strengthen our belief in Jesus
Christ as God’'s Son and prom-
ised Messiah. It can also fortify
our belief in Jesus’resurrection to
spirit life and increase our faith
in God's government.— 9/15,
page 23.

O What is the meaning of “for a
while” at Isaiah 11:67?

A careful rendering of this verse
shows that the wolf and the lamb
will not constantly be around
each other in the new world. It is
probable that such animals will
still have distinct habitats and so
come under the categories of do-
mestic animals and wild beasts’
as existed in the original Para-
dise. (Genesis 1:24) However,

animals will be at peace with one
another, able to be around one
another without risk.—9/15,
page 31.

0O What is the key to real Chris-
tianity?

Love is the key to real Christiani-
ty. Faith, works, and right as-
sociation are indispensable, but
without love their value is not
realized. This is so because Jeho-
vah is preeminently a God of love.
(3 Corinthians 13:1-3; 1 John
4:8)— 10/1, page 20.

0O Does the expression “a time
for birth and a time to die” at
Ecclesiastes 3:2 support the
idea that God has predeter-
mined our time of death?

No. Solomon was simply discuss-
ing the continuing cycle of life
and death that afflicts imperfect
humanity. Ecclesiastes 7:17
states: “Do not be wicked over-
much, nor become foolish. Why
should you die when it is not
your time?” What sense would
this counsel make if one’s time
of death were predetermined?
— 10/15, pages 5-6.

0O What argues against the
apostle Peter’s being the first
bishop of Rome?

There is no proof that Peter ever
visited the city of Rome; nor did
Peter ever refer to himself as any-
thing more than one of Christ’s
apostles. (2 Peter 1:1)— 10/15,
page 8.

O Is it right for Christians to
send flowers for a funeral?

If it is well-known that a custom
(or a design, such as a cross)
presently has a religious meaning
in one’s area, it should be avoid-
ed. So Christians would not send
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flowers in the form of a cross or
use them in some formal way
that definitely has a false reli-
gious meaning. However, at this
time in many lands, the custom
of providing flowers without reli-
gious links is widespread. Some
Christians have sent flowers to
add a note of cheer to a sad
occasion and to show sympathy
and concern. — 10/15, page 31.

0O What do official definitions
make clear about the Trinity?

They make it clear that the Trinity
doctrine is not a simple idea. In-
stead, it is a complex set of ideas
that have been brought together
over several centuries and locked
into one another. Many scholars,
including Trinitarians, admit that
the Bible actually does not con-
tain the doctrine of the Trinity.
— 11/1, pages 212 ".

0O Why is 29 C.E. a pivotal date
in Bible history?

Because by combining precise
Biblical information with the sec-
ular dating of Tiberius’ reign, Bi-
ble students can calculate that
John’s ministry began in the
spring of 29 C.E. and that six
months later, in the autumn of
29 C.E., John baptized Jesus.
— 11/15, page 31.

0O What did “worship” mean to
Hebrew-speaking people, and
how does this apply to Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses today?

The Hebrew equivalent of the
word “worship” can be translated
“service.” In the Hebrew mind,
therefore, worship meant service.
This iswhat it means to Jehovah'’s
people today, so avery important
mark of true religion is the god-
ly service of preaching. — 12/1,
page 19.
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Communication in the Christian Ministry, 9/1
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Cultivating the Fruit of Self-Control, 11/15
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Exercise Faith Based on Truth, 9/15
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How Happy the Mild-Tempered! 10/15

Imitate God’s Mercy Today, 4/15
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Jehovah'’s Celestial Chariot on the Move, 3/15

Keep Pace With Jehovah’s Celestial Chariot, 3/15

Keep Warning of Jehovah’s Unusual Work, 6/1

Let “the Peace of God” Guard Your Heart, 3/1

Make Jehovah's Everlasting Arms Your Support,
10/1

Now Is the Time to Seek Jehovah, 4/1

Please Jehovah by Showing Kindness, 7/15

Practicing Pure Religion for Survival, 12/1

Producing “Every Sort of Goodness,” 8/15

Pure Language for All Nations, 4/1

“Put On the Weapons of the Light,” 8/1

Rejoice in the Kingdom Hope! 12/15

Running the Race With Endurance, 11/1

Saving Life With Blood— How? 6/15

“Seek Peace and Pursue It,” 3/1

Seek Those Rightly Disposed for Everlasting Life,
1/15

Self-Control— Why So Important? 11/15

Serving Jehovah With Joy, 1/1

Speak the Pure Language and Live Forever! 5/1

Spiritual Drunkards— Who Are They? 6/1

Stay Close to Jehovah, 12/15

Teach Publicly and From House to House, 1/15

Their Refuge— A Lie! 6/1

“The Light Has Come Into the World,” 8/1

Trust in Jehovah’s Saving Arm, 10/1

Walk as Instructed by Jehovah, 6/15

Will You Imitate God’s Mercy? 4/15
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“Women Who Are Working Hard in the Lord,”
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“You Were Bought With a Price,”2/15

MISCELLANEOUS
Any Religion Good Enough? 12/1
Battle Against Sickness and Death, 6/15
Bible’s View of Peace and Security, 9/1
Christmas— The Way to Welcome Jesus? 12/15
Christmas— Why So Popular in Japan? 12/15
Complicated Approach to God, 2/15
Confession of Sins, 3/15
Coping With Crime, 5/1
Devotion to Relics, 11/15
“Diadem and the Testimony,” 2/1
Future Set by Destiny? 10/15
God Answer Your Prayers? 9/15
God’s Day of Vengeance, 11/1
Great Issue, 3/1
Health and Happiness, 8/15
How God’s Spirit Can Affect You, 1/15
How Well Do You Know the Bible? 1/15
Identifying the Holy Spirit, 1/15
Illustrations— Key to Reaching Hearts, 9/15
Jehovah Hears Our Urgent Cries for Help, 5/15
Judgment Day, 8/1
Kind Roman Centurion, 11/15
Last Judgment, 8/1
Later Than You Think? 4/1
“Lord’s Day,”4/15
Meaning of Prayer, 7/15
Mother-Goddess Worship, 7/1
New World At Hand! 7/15
Papacy— Founded by Christ? 10/15
‘Pestilences in One Place After Another,” 11/15
Politics— A Part of the Gospel Commission? 4/1
Religion Really Necessary? 12/1
Religion— Why the Lack of Interest? 2/1
Science Disprove Miracles? 10/1
Soon No More Sickness or Death! 6/15
“This Is My Body,” 1/15
Trinity Taught by Jesus, Disciples? 11/1
Vengeance Wrong? 11/1
‘What Time Was It?"8/1
When Will Peace Come? 4/15
Who Have a Heavenly Calling? 3/15
Why God So Patient? 10/1
Why Take Religion Seriously? 2/1
World Peace on the Horizon? 4/15
“Yet It Does Move!” (Galileo), 12/15
“You Will Be With Me in Paradise,” 10/15

QUESTIONS FROM READERS
Angels shown with wings, 3/1
Compulsory religious instruction, 12/15
Court-authorized blood transfusions, 6/15
Disciples at John 18:15 and Mark 14:51, 52
identical? 4/1
Esther have immoral sex with king? 1/1
Funeral flowers, 10/15
“Good” Paul could not do (Ro 7:19), 9/1
Jewelry, cosmetics, 6/1
‘Know appearance of flock’ (Pr 27:23), 8/1
Ransom for Job (Job 33:24), 2/15
2 Peter 1:19, 2/1
Spiritual brothers meant at Matthew 10:217?
5/15
29 C.E. a pivotal date, 11/15
Which Bible writer a general? 3/15
Why only apostles at first Memorial? 7/15
‘Wolf resides a while with lamb’? 9/15
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‘A True Mosaic’

That is how a reader from Argentina
defined the recently published book
Mankind’ Searchfor God. “It contains a
variety of forms and elements, just like
mosaic,” he wrote. “Just as a mosaic is an
inlaid work of diverse elements, this
book contains such a variety of subjects
and explanations about
religion that it surprises the reader.”

“Generally, Western observers are to-
tally ignorant of Eastern beliefs and
their origins.” Yet, as this appreciative
reader notes, this book goes “from Hin-
duism to Zionism, to Buddhism
and the sects of Christendom, and
to innumerable other religious
ideas. It is a mosaic of help,” he ex-
plains, “for anyone who is investi-
gating religions.”



