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Why Has God Been So Patient?

IOOK at the downcast face of a starving
I child. See his emaciated frame and
A Dbloated belly. Think about his desper-
ate need for food, and observe the empty
bowl he carries. Perhaps his mother looks
on through sunken eyes, her own face a
grim picture of hopelessness. Then try to
suppress your sorrow—yes, and fight back
your tears.

This scene is repeated millions of times
in the 2.3 million square miles of the
famine-stricken region known as the Sa-
hel. 1t stretches over 3,000 miles across
Africa south of the Sahara Desert, from
Senegal on the Atlantic Coast to Ethiopia
on the Red Sea. Of course, famine also
stalks multitudes in other lands. The
World Health Organization reports that
about 1.1 thousand million people around
the earth are seriously ill or malnourished.

Hunger is, of course, only one aspect of

human suffering. Man pollutes the earth,
and all of us are affected. Political systems
countenance injustice and warfare that
bring distress and death to many. Why
does God permit such things? Does he care
about us?

God Does Care!

Our Creator does care about us. There
is much proof of this and of his ability to
make things work together for our good
and for harmony in all of his creation.
For instance, look at the accompanying
picture of a bee visiting a blossom on a
fruit tree. The bee depends on the blossom
for the nectar it needs for nourishment. In
turn, the tree is dependent on pollen that
the bee’s body carries from a similar tree.
In this way, the blossom is pollinated so
that fruit will develop. Not all fruit trees
are pollinated in this way, but God has
surely arranged for unusual cooperation in
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this case. And his goodness results in the
fruit that we may eat with pleasure and
benefit.

The bee itself is part of a well-organized
swarm of more than 30,000 bees. Some
guard the hive, while others clean or ven-
tilate it. Still others store nectar and pol-
len, feed larvae, or scout for new nectar
sources. God himself has so arranged mat-
ters that we benefit when such busy bees
produce sweet and nourishing honey that
delights our palate.

The miracle of cooperation between bees
and plants and among the insects them-
selves is only one of many proofs that the

Creator is perfectly capable of making liv-
ing things cooperate with one another. For
that matter, “God is a God, not of disor-
der, but of peace.” (1 Corinthians 14:33)
Why, then, has he allowed mankind to
exist in such disharmony, with resulting
misery for so many? If God cares about us,
why has he waited so long to correct this
situation? Indeed, why has God been so
patient?

God’s Word, the Bible, answers such
questions. This remarkable book tells us
that Jehovah God has been patient for a
good reason. What is that reason? And
how much longer will God’s patience last?

How Long Will God's Patience Last?

wrote: “Man has dominated man to

his injury.” (Ecclesiastes 8:9) Ever
since he made that observation, things have
not improved. Throughout history, individ-
uals or groups have seized power, one after
another, dominating and exploiting other
humans. Jehovah God has patiently en-
dured this.

Jehovah has been patient while govern-
ments sent millions to their deaths in war
and allowed gross economic injustices. To-
day, he is still exercising patience as men
destroy the ozone layer and pollute the
atmosphere and the sea. How it must pain
him to see the ruin of good productive land
and the wanton destruction of forests and
wildlife!

SOME 3,000 years ago, a wise man

Why Is God So Patient?
A simple illustration might help us to
answer this question. Consider the effect on
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a business when an employee persistently
arrives late. What should the owner do?
Simple justice might demand that he imme-
diately dismiss the employee. But he may
remember the Bible proverb: “He that is
slow to anger is abundant in discernment,
but one that is impatient is exalting fool-
ishness.” (Proverbs 14:29) Discernment
might cause him to wait before he acts. He
might decide to allow time for a replace-
ment to be trained so that the business is
not disrupted even more.

Fellow feeling might also make him wait.
What about warning the negligent em-
ployee to see if he will mend his ways? Why
not talk to him and see whether his habit-
ual lateness is caused by a problem that can
be solved or by an incurably bad attitude?
While the owner of the business might
decide to exercise patience, his patience
would, however, not be unlimited. The em-
ployee would either have to reform or final-



ly face dismissal. That would only be fair to
the business itself and to the employees
who follow the rules.

In a rather similar way, Jehovah God
exercises patience in the face of wrong-
doing in order to allow time for the working
out of a just solution to certain problems.
Furthermore, his patience gives wrong-
doers an opportunity to change their ways
and gain eternal benefits. Hence, the Bible
encourages us not to be unhappy with God’s
patience. Rather, it says: “Consider the pa-
tience of our Lord as salvation.”—2 Peter
3:15.

An Example of God’s Patience

Jehovah God was patient before the great
Flood of Noah’s day. The world of that time
was filled with violence and was very wick-
ed. We read: “Jehovah saw that the badness
of man was abundant in the earth ... So
Jehovah said: 1 am going to wipe men
whom | have created off the surface of the
ground.”” (Genesis 6:5, 7) Yes, Jehovah had
in mind an ultimate solution to the problem
of wickedness back then: the re-
moval of the wicked people. But
he did not act immediately. Why
not?

Because not everyone was
wicked. Noah and his family were
righteous in God’s sight. So for
their sake, Jehovah waited pa-
tiently to allow the few righteous
individuals to make preparations
for salvation. Further, that long
wait gave Noah the opportunity
to be “a preacher of righteous-
ness,” giving those wicked people
the opportunity to change their
ways. The Bible says: “The pa-
tience of God was waiting in
Noah’s days, while the ark was
being constructed, in which a few

people, that is, eight souls, were carried
safely through the water.”—2 Peter 2:5;
1 Peter 3:20.

Why God Is Patient Now

Today, the situation is similar. The world
is again filled with violence. As in Noah’s
day, God has already judged this world,
which, the Bible says, is “reserved to the
day of judgment and of destruction of the
ungodly men.” (2 Peter 3:7) When that
happens, there will be no more ruining of
the environment, oppression of the weak, or
greedy abuse of power.

Why, then, has God not long since de-
stroyed ungodly men? Because there have
been issues to settle and important matters
to arrange. Indeed, Jehovah is moving to-
ward a permanent solution to the problem
of wickedness that involves many things,
including the saving of righthearted hu-
mans from bondage to sickness and death.

With this latter end in mind, Jehovah
purposed to provide a Savior who would
offer a ransom for our sins. Regarding him,
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the Bible says: “God loved the world so
much that he gave his only-begotten Son,
in order that everyone exercising faith in
him might not be destroyed but have ever-
lasting life.” (John 3:16) It took thousands
of years to prepare the way for Jesus to
come and sacrifice his life in behalf of man-
kind. During all those years, God was lov-
ingly patient. But was not such a provision
worth waiting for?

Jesus provided the ransom for mankind
almost two thousand years ago. Why, then,
is God still exercising patience? For one
thing, Jesus’ death signaled the beginning
of an educational campaign. Mankind had
to learn of this loving provision and be
given the opportunity to accept it or reject
it. That would take time, but it would be
time well spent. The Bible says: “Jehovah is
not slow respecting his promise, as some
people consider slowness, but he is patient
with you because he does not desire any to
be destroyed but desires all to attain to
repentance.”—2 Peter 3:9.

The Issue of Government

Another important matter would also
take time. There was a need to sort out the
problem of the government of mankind. To
start with, man was under divine govern-
ment. But in the garden of Eden, our first
parents turned their backs on that. They
chose to be independent of God, wanting
to rule themselves. (Genesis 3:1-5) Really,
though, man was not created to rule him-
self. The prophet Jeremiah wrote: “1 well
know, 0 Jehovah, that to earthling man his
way does not belong. It does not belong to
man who is walking even to direct his
step.”—Jeremiah 10:23; Proverbs 20:24.

Nevertheless, since the issue of govern-
ment was raised, Jehovah has patiently al-
lowed time to resolve it. Indeed, he has
generously allowed thousands of years for
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man to try every conceivable form of gov-
ernment. With what result? It has become
evident that no human government can
remove oppression, inequity, or other caus-
es of unhappiness.

Indeed, in view of human history, can
anyone truly say that God is unjust when
he announces his intention to remove all
human governments and replace them with
one of his own? Surely not! We positively
welcome the fulfillment of this Bible proph-
ecy: “In the days of those kings the God of
heaven will set up a kingdom that will
never be brought to ruin. And the kingdom
itself will not be passed on to any other
people. It will crush and put an end to all
these kingdoms, and it itself will stand to
times indefinite.”—Daniel 2:44.

The heavenly King of that Kingdom is
the resurrected Jesus. Preparing him for
that position—as well as choosing humans
to be corulers with him—has taken time.
During all that time, God has exercised
patience.

Benefit Now From God’s Patience

Today, millions of individuals in no less
than 212 lands benefit from God’s patience.
They have become united in their desire to
obey God and serve his heavenly govern-
ment. When they meet together in their
Kingdom Halls, they learn how much better
it is to apply Bible principles in their lives.
They do not share in the divisive politics
of this world, although they subject them-
selves to human governments as long as
God patiently allows these to function.
—Matthew 22:21; Romans 13:1-5.

Such cooperation among so many vindi-
cates Jehovah as the One who can bring
about harmony among people with free will
who learn to love him and who want to
serve him. No doubt you have met these as
they continue the same work that Jesus



himself began, that of publishing the good
news of God’s Kingdom. Jesus foretold the
climax of this work when he said: “This
good news of the kingdom will be preached
in all the inhabited earth for a witness
to all the nations; and then the end will
come.”—Matthew 24:14.

Not Much Longer!

Visible evidence proves that arrange-
ments for God’s righteous government to
take over the day-to-day rule of the earth
are nearly complete. After describing the
terrible results of the failure of human
government that we have seen during this
century, Jesus said: “When you see these
things occurring, know that the kingdom of
God is near.”—Luke 21:10, 11, 31.

Soon, God will remove the wicked from
the earthly scene. The psalmist’s words will
have literal application: “Evildoers them-
selves will be cut off . . . Just a little while
longer, and the wicked one will be no more;
and you will certainly give attention to his
place, and he will not be.” (Psalm 37:9, 10)
Can you imagine a world with-
out wickedness? Who would run
things then? The Bible says: “A
king [Christ Jesus enthroned in
the heavens] will reign for righ-
teousness itself; and as respects
princes [his loyal appointees on
earth], they will rule as princes
for justice itself. And the work of
the true righteousness must be-
come peace; and the service of the
true righteousness, quietness and
security to time indefinite. And
my people must dwell in a peace-
ful abiding place and in resi-
dences of full confidence and
in undisturbed resting-places.”
—lsaiah 32:1, 17, 18.

Thus, God’s heavenly govern-
ment will undo the bad effects of

man’s wrongdoing and organize those hop-
ing in Him into a harmonious human soci-
ety. Describing this harmony, the Bible
says: “The wolf will actually reside for a
while with the male lamb, and with the kid
the leopard itself will lie down, and the calf
and the maned young lion and the well-fed
animal all together; and a mere little boy
will be leader over them , . . They will not
do any harm or cause any ruin in all my
holy mountain; because the earth will cer-
tainly be filled with the knowledge of Jeho-
vah as the waters are covering the very
sea.”—Isaiah 11.6-9.

What a magnificent result from God’s
exercise of patience! Hence, rather than
complaining that God has waited too long,
why not take advantage of his patience to
subject yourself to his Kingdom? Learn
from the Bible what his standards are and
conform to them. Associate with others
who are harmoniously subject to him. Then,
God’s patience will result in everlasting
blessings for you.
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Trust in Tehovah's

SAVING ARM

0 " Jehovah,... become our arm every

yes, our salvation in the time of

since “God is a Spirit,” it is not an arm of

flesh. (John 4:24) In the Bible, the figura-
tive arm represents ability to exert power.
Thus, it is by his arm that God delivers his
people. Indeed, ‘ike a shepherd, God shep-
herds his drove. With his arm he collects
together the lambs, and in his bosom he
carries them.’ (Isaiah 40:11; Psalm 23:1-4)
How secure Jehovah’s people feel in his lov-
ing arm!—Compare Deuteronomy 3:24.

JEHOVAH has a mighty arm. Of course,

."—ISAIAH 33:2.

give them as a congregation? And why can
his people trust in his saving arm during all
their distresses?

God’s Saving Arm in Action
3Before delivering the Israelites from
Egyptian bondage 3,500 years ago, God told
his prophet Moses: “Say to the sons of Israel,
‘I am Jehovah, and | shall certainly bring you
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians
and deliver you from their slavery, and

2 How has Jehovah’s arm saved his people, | shall indeed reclaim you with an out-

past and present? What assistance does God

1. In what sense does Jehovah have a mighty
arm?
2. What questions here merit our consideration?

stretched arm and with great judgments.’”
(Exodus 6:6) According to the apostle Paul,

3. To what do the Scriptures ascribe Israel’s
deliverance from Egypt?



God brought the Israelites out of Egypt
“with an uplifted arm.” (Acts 13:17) The
sons of Korah ascribed the conquest of the
Promised Land to God, saying: “It was not
by their own sword that they took possession
of the land, and their own arm was not what
brought them salvation. For it was your
right hand and your arm and the light of
your face, because you took pleasure in
them.”—Psalm 44:3.

4 Jehovah’s arm also came to the aid of his

people in the days of Assyrian aggression. At
that time the prophet Isaiah prayed: “0 Je-
hovah, show us favor. In you we have hoped.
Become our arm every morning, yes, our
salvation in the time of distress.” (Isaiah
33:2) That prayer was answered when God’s
angel killed 185,000 in the Assyrian camp,
sending King Sennacherib away from Jeru-
salem “with shame of face.” (2 Chronicles
32:21; Isaiah 37:33-37) Placing trust in Jeho-
vah’s saving arm is always rewarded.

4. How was trust in Jehovah’s saving arm re-
warded in the days of Assyrian aggression?

God brought the Israelites out of Egypt
“with an uplifted arm”

5God’s mighty arm saved persecuted
anointed Christians at the end of World
War I. In 1918 the headquarters of the Gov-
erning Body was assailed by their enemies,
and well-known brothers were imprisoned.
Fearful of the worldly powers, the anointed
virtually stopped their witness work. But
they prayed for its revival and for cleansing
from the sin of inactivity and the unclean-
ness of fear. God responded by causing the
imprisoned brothers to be released, with ex-
oneration following shortly thereafter. As a
result of truths expressed at their conven-
tion in 1919 and the outpouring of God’s
activating spirit, the anointed were revived
for fearless service to Jehovah in final fulfill-
ment of Joel 2:28-32.—Revelation 11:7-12.

Help in the Congregation
6As God supports his organization in gen-
eral, his arm upholds individuals in it. Of
course, conditions are not perfect in any
congregation because all humans are imper-
feet. (Romans 5:12) So some servants of

5. What did God’s mighty arm do for persecuted
Christians at the end of World War 1?

6. How do we know that it is possible to endure
a trialsome situation in a congregation?



Jehovah may at times experience a trialsome
situation in a congregation. For instance,
though Gaius did “a faithful work™ in receiv-
ing visiting brothers hospitably, Diotrephes
did not receive them and even tried to throw
hospitable ones out of the congregation.
(3 John 5, 9, 10) Nevertheless, Jehovah
helped Gaius and others to continue show-
ing hospitality in support of the Kingdom-
preaching work. Prayerful reliance on God
should help us to keep doing faithful works
while we wait for him to correct a situation
that may be testing our faith.

7Suppose you were associated with the
first-century Corinth congregation. At one
time, factions threatened its unity, and tol-
eration of immorality endangered its spirit.
(1 Corinthians 1:10,11; 5:1-5) Believers took
one another to worldly courts, and some
wrangled over various matters. (1 Corinthi-
ans 6:1-8; 8:1-13) Strife, jealousy, anger,
and disorder made life difficult. Some even
guestioned Paul’s authority and belittled his
speaking ability. (2 Corinthians 10:10) Yet,
loyal ones associated with that congregation
fulfilled their dedication to God during that
trying time.

8If a trialsome situation arises, we need to
stick with God’s people. (Compare John 6:
66-69.) Let us be patient with one another,
realizing that it takes some individuals lon-
ger than others to put on “the new personal-
ity” and clothe themselves with compassion,
kindness, lowliness of mind, mildness, and
long-suffering. Since God’s servants also
differ in background, all of us need to show
love and be forgiving.—Colossians 3:10-14.

9After many years of service to Jehovah,
one brother said: “If one thing has been most
important to me, it has been the matter of
keeping close to Jehovah’s visible organiza-

7. Despite what circumstances in the Corinth
congregation did loyal Christians there fulfill
their dedication to God?

8, 9. What should we do if a trialsome situation
confronts us in a congregation?
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tion. My early experience taught me how
unsound it is to rely on human reasoning.
Once my mind had been resolved on that
point, | determined to stay by the faithful
organization. How else can one get Jeho-
vah’s favor and blessing?” Do you similarly
cherish your privilege of serving Jehovah
with his joyful people? (Psalm 100:2) If so,
you will let nothing draw you away from
God’s organization or destroy your relation-
ship with the One whose arm saves all who
love him.

Help When Temptations Beset Us

DAs faithful individuals associated with
God’s organization, we have his help during
time of trial. For instance, he helps us to
maintain our integrity to him when we are
beset by temptation. Of course, we should
pray in harmony with Jesus’words: “Do not
bring us into temptation, but deliver us from
the wicked one,” Satan the Devil. (Matthew
6:9-13) In effect, we thus ask God not to
allow us to fail when we are tempted to
disobey him. He also answers our prayers for
wisdom to surmount trials. (James 1:5-8)
And Jehovah’s servants can be sure of his
help, for Paul said: “No temptation has taken
you except what is common to men. But God
is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear, but along with
the temptation he will also make the way out
in order for you to be able to endure it.”
(1 Corinthians 10:13) What is the source of
such temptation, and how does God make
the way out?

N Temptation comes from circumstances
that can induce us to be unfaithful to God.
Paul said: “These things became our exam-
pies, for us not to be persons desiring inju-

10. (a) How does prayer help God’s people to
face temptation? (b) What assurance did Paul
give at 1 Corinthians 10:13?

11, 12. To what temptations did the Israelites
succumb, and how can we benefit from their
experiences?



rious things, even as [the Israelites] desired
them. Neither become idolaters, as some of
them did; just as it is written: The people
sai down to eat and drink, and they got up
to have a good time.” Neither let us practice
fornication, as some of them committed for-
nication, only to fall, twenty-three thousand
of them in one day. Neither let us put Jeho-
vah to the test, as some of them put him to
the test, only to perish by the serpents.
Neither be murmurers, just as some of them
murmured, only to perish by the destroyer.”
—1 Corinthians 10:6-10.

12The Israelites desired injurious things
when they yielded to the temptation to be
greedy in gathering and eating quail mirac-
ulously provided by God. (Numbers 11:19, 20,
31-35) Earlier, they became idolaters when
Moses’ absence gave rise to temptation to
engage in calf worship. (Exodus 32:1-6)
Thousands perished because they succumbed
to temptation and committed fornication
with Moabite women. (Numbers 25:1-9)
When the Israelites gave in to temptation
and murmured about the destruction of re-
bellious Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and their
associates, 14,700 perished from a divinely
sent scourge. (Numbers 16:41-49) We can
benefit from such experiences if we realize
that not one of these temptations was so
great that the Israelites could not have re-
sisted it. They could have done so if they had
exercised faith, had been grateful for God’s
loving care, and had appreciated the right-
ness of his Law. Then Jehovah’s arm could
have saved them, even as it can save us.

makes the way out by strengthening us to
resist temptation. For example, when perse-
cuted, we may be tempted to compromise in
the hope of escaping torture or death. But if
we are trusting in Jehovah’s mighty arm,
temptation never reaches a point where he
cannot fortify our faith and give us enough
strength to maintain integrity. As the apos-
tie Paul said: “We are pressed in every way,
but not cramped beyond movement; we are
perplexed, but not absolutely with no way
out; we are persecuted, but not left in the
lurch; we are thrown down, but not de-
stroyed.”—2 Corinthians 4:8, 9.

UJehovah also sustains his people by us-
ing his spirit as a remembrancer and a
teacher. It brings Scriptural points to mind
and helps us to discern how to apply them so
as to resist temptation. (John 14:26) Faithful
servants of Jehovah understand the issues
involved in a temptation and are not de-
ceived into following a wrong course. God
has made the way out by enabling them to
endure even to death without yielding to
temptation. (Revelation 2:10) Besides help-
ing his servants through his spirit, Jehovah
uses his angels in behalf of his organization.
—Hebrews 1:14.

Help in Personal Affairs

B Those associated with Jehovah’s organi-
zation have his help in personal affairs. For
example, some may be seeking a Christian
mate. (1 Corinthians 7:39) If there is a dis-
appointment, it may be helpful to consider
Israel’s king Solomon. He failed to win the

B AsChristians, we face temptations com-hand of a Shulammite maiden in marriage

mon to mankind. Yet, we can remain faithful
to God by praying for his help and working
to resist temptation. God is faithful, and he
will not let us be tempted beyond what we
can bear. If we are loyal to Jehovah, we will
never find it impossible to do his will. He

13, 14. How does Jehovah make the way out
when his servants face temptation?

because she loved a humble shepherd. The
king’s record of this matter might be called
The Song of Solomon’s Frustrated Love. We
may shed tears if our own romantic efforts
are fruitless in a certain case, but Solomon
survived his disappointment, and so can we.

15. What personal help may we find in The Song
of Solomon?
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God’s spirit can assist us to display self-
control and other godly qualities. His Word
helps us to accept the often painful fact that
a person cannot have romantic love for just
anyone. (Song of Solomon 2:7; 3:5) Yet, The
Song of Solomon shows that it may be pos-
sible to find a fellow believer who loves us
dearly. More important, this “superlative
song” is fulfilled in the love of the Fine
Shepherd, Jesus Christ, for his “bride” of
144,000 anointed followers.—Song of Solo-
mon 1:1; Revelation 14:1-4; 21:2, 9; John
10:14.

BEven those marrying a believer have
“tribulation in their flesh.” (1 Corinthians
7:28) There will be anxieties and cares in-
volving husband and wife and their children.
(1 Corinthians 7:32-35) Illness may bring
burdens and stress. Persecution or economic
hardship may make it difficult for a Chris-
tian father to provide life’s necessities for
his family. Parents and children may be
separated by imprisonment, and some may
be tortured and even put to death. But in all
such circumstances, we can resist the temp-
tation to deny the faith if we really trust in
Jehovah’s saving arm.—Psalm 145:14.

I7We may have to endure some trials for
a long time. For instance, a son may cause

16. The “tribulation in their flesh” experienced
by married Christians may include what?

17. What family problem did God enable Isaac
and Rebekah to endure?

How Would You Respond?

O How has Jehovah's arm brought
salvation in former times?

O How does Jehovah help his people
in the congregation today?

O What help does God provide in
personal affairs?

O What should we do if distressing
problems persist?
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his godly parents distress by marrying an
unbeliever. That happened in the family of
the patriarch Isaac and his wife Rebekah.
Their 40-year-old son Esau married two Hit-
tite women who were “a source of bitterness
of spirit to Isaac and Rebekah.” In fact,
“Rebekah kept saying to Isaac: T have come
to abhor this life of mine because of the
daughters of Heth. If Jacob [their other son]
ever takes a wife from the daughters of Heth
like these from the daughters of the land, of
what good is life to me?”” (Genesis 26:34, 35;
27:46) Apparently, Rebekah’s righteous soul
was tormented by this continuing problem.
(Compare 2 Peter 2:7, 8.) Yet, Jehovah’s arm
upheld Isaac and Rebekah, enabling them to
endure this trial while maintaining a strong
relationship with Him.

BIt is distressing when a baptized family
member slows down in God’s service. (Com-
pare 2 Timothy 2:15.) Yet, some have even
endured the spiritual loss of a mate, as did
Charles T. Russell, the first president of the
Watch Tower Society. His wife severed her
ties with the Society and abandoned him in
1897, after nearly 18 years of marriage. She
filed for legal separation in 1903, and it was
issued in 1908. His grief was clear when he
told her in an early letter: “l have prayed
earnestly to the Lord on your behalf. ... |
will not burden you with accounts of my
sorrow, nor attempt to work upon your sym-
pathies by delineating my emotions, as |
from time to time run across your dresses
and other articles which bring vividly before
my mind your former self—so full of love
and sympathy and helpfulness—the spirit of
Christ.... Oh, do consider prayerfully what
| am about to say. And be assured that the
keen edge of my sorrow, its poignancy, is not
my own loneliness for the remainder of life’s
journey, but your fall, my dear, your ever-
lasting loss,
heartache, Russell had God’s support to the

18. What personal trial did C. T. Russell endure
with God’s help?

sofar as | can see.” Despite !



end of his earthly life. (Psalm 116:12-15)
Jehovah always upholds his loyal servants.

Out of All Distresses

afflicted one called, and Jehovah himself
heard. And out of all his distresses He saved
him.”—Psalm 34:4-6.

DYes, our heavenly Father saves his peo-

1 Jehovah’s people know him to be “a God pie out of all distresses. He supports his

of saving acts,” One “who daily carries the
load for us.” (Psalm 68:19, 20) Therefore,
as dedicated individuals associated with his
earthly organization, let us never give in to
despair if distressing problems persist. Re-
member that “God is for us a refuge and
strength, a help that is readily to be found
during distresses.” (Psalm 46:1) Our trust in
him is always rewarded. “l inquired of Jeho-
vah, and he answered me,” said David, “and
out ofall my frights he delivered me___This

19. What should we remember if distressing
problems persist?

earthly organization, providing help in con-
gregation matters and in personal affairs.
Indeed, “Jehovah will not forsake his peo-
pie.” (Psalm 94:14) But let us next consider
other ways in which Jehovah helps his peo-
pie individually. How does our heavenly Fa-
ther sustain his servants who are ill, men-
tally depressed, grief-stricken because of
bereavement, or distressed over their er-
rors? As we shall see, in these matters as
well, we have reason to rely on Jehovah’s
mighty arm.

20. What question remains for consideration?

MAKEJEHOVAH’S
EVERLASTING ARMS
YOUR SUPPORT

“The eternal God is thy dwelling-place, and underneath are the everlasting
arms.”—DEUTERONOMY 33:27, American Standard Version.

EHOVAH cares for his people. Why, dur-
ing all the distress of the Israelites, “it
was distressing to him”!'In love and com-

passion, he “proceeded to lift them up and

carry them.” (Isaiah 63:797) So if we are
faithful to God, we can be confident of his
support.

2The prophet Moses said: “A hiding place
is the God of ancient time, and underneath

1, 2. Why can Jehovah’s people be confident of
his support?

are the indefinitely lasting arms.” (Deu-
teronomy 33:27) Says another translation:
“The eternal God is thy dwelling-place,
and underneath are the everlasting arms.”
(American Standard Version) But how do
God’s arms support his servants?

Why So Many Hardships?
3 Serving Jehovah does not shield us from

3. When will obedient mankind fully enjoy “the
glorious freedom of the children of God™?
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hardships common to imperfect humans.

God’s servant Job said: “Man, born of worn-

an, is short-lived and glutted with agita-

tion.” (Job 14:1) As to “the days of our
years,” the psalmist said: “Their insistence

is on trouble and hurtful things.” (Psalm

90:10) Life will be that way until 4he ere-

ation is set free from enslavement to cor-
ruption and has the glorious freedom of the

children of God.” (Romans 8:19-22) That
will happen during Christ’s Thousand Year
Reign. On the basis of Jesus’ ransom sacri-
fice, human subjects of the Kingdom will

then experience deliverance from sin and

death. By the end of the Millennium, Christ
and his associate king-priests will have
helped obedient mankind to reach perfec-
tion, and those loyal to God during the final

test by Satan and his demons will have their
names written permanently in 4the book of
life.” (Revelation 20:12157) Then they will
fully enjoy the glorious freedom of the chil-
dren of God.

on him and personally apply the counsel of his
Word.—Psalm 37:5; 119:105.

Sustained During IlIness

51liness causes most of us distress at
times. Yet, David said: “Happy is anyone
acting with consideration toward the lowly
one; in the day of calamity Jehovah will
provide escape for him. Jehovah himself will
guard him and preserve him alive. He will
be pronounced happy in the earth; and you
cannot possibly give him over to the soul of
his enemies. Jehovah himself will sustain
him upon a divan of illness; all his bed you
will certainly change during his sickness.”
—Psalm 41:1-3.

6A considerate person helps the needy.
“The day of calamity” can be any calami-
tous occasion or long period of hardship
that weakens an individual. He trusts in
God to guard him during infirmity, and oth-
ers gronounce him happy in the earth’ by
spreading the news of Jehovah’s merciful

4 Meanwhile, instead of complaining about dealings with him. God sustained David

our lotin life, let us trust in Jehovah. (1 Sam-
uel 12:22; Jude 16) Let us also be grateful for
our High Priest, Jesus, through whom we can
approach God 4that we may obtain mercy and
find undeserved kindness for help at the right
time”” (Hebrews 4:14-16) Never should we be
like Adam. In effect, he wrongly charged
Jehovah with giving him a bad wife, saying:
4The woman whom you gave to be with me,
she gave me fruit from the tree and so | ate.”
(Genesis 3:12) God gives good things and
does not bring hardships on us. (Matthew
5:45; James 1:17) Adversities are often the
result of our own lack of wisdom or someone
else’s mistakes. They may also come upon us
because we are sinful and live in a world lying
in Satan’s power. (Proverbs 19:3; 1John 5:19)
Yet, Jehovah’s everlasting arms always sup-
port his loyal servants who prayerfully rely

4. Instead of complaining about our lot in life,
what should we do?
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“upon a divan of illness,” perhaps during
the stressful time when David’s son Absa-
10m sought to seize Israel’s throne.—2 Sam-
uel 15:1-6.

7 Since David had shown consideration
the lowly, he felt that God would sustain
him while he was helpless in a sickbed.
(Psalm 18:24-26) Though perilously ill, he
was confident that God would £hange his
bed,” not by miraculously removing the sick-
ness, but by strengthening him with com-
forting thoughts. It would be as though Je-
hovah were transforming his bed from one
of illness into one of recuperation. Similar-
ly, if we are suffering illness as God’s ser-
vants, Jehovah’s everlasting arms will sup-
port us.

5. What encouragement may ailing ones find at
Psalm 41:1-3?

6, 7. How did God help David when he was on a
sickbed, and how can this encourage Jehovah’s
servants today?



Consolation for the Depressed

8Sickness may cause mental depression. A
seriously ill Christian, who sometimes lacks
enough strength even to read, relates: “This
runs me through many emotions of depres-
sion, feelings of lack of worth, and even
tears.” Knowing that Satan wants to crush
him with discouragement, he is fighting back,
aware that with Jehovah’s help he cannot fail.
(James 4:7) This man is an encouragement to
others who know that he is trusting in God.
(Psalm 29:11) Even when hospitalized, he
telephones sick ones and others to build them
up spiritually. He himself is upbuilt by listen-
ing to audiocassette recordings of Kingdom
melodies and articles in this journal and its
companion magazine, Awake!, and by asso-
ciation with fellow Christians. This brother
says: “I regularly talk to Jehovah in prayer,
asking him to give me strength, guidance,
comfort, and help to endure.” If you are a
Christian experiencing serious health prob-
lems, always trust in Jehovah and make his
everlasting arms your support.

9Depression is an old problem. While under
test, Job spoke as a man feeling abandoned by
God. (Job 29:2-5) Concern over the devastat-
ed state of Jerusalem and its walls made
Nehemiah gloomy, and Peter was so de-
pressed about denying Christ that he wept
bitterly. (Nehemiah 2:1-8; Luke 22:62)
Epaphroditus was depressed because Chris-
tians in Philippi heard he had fallen sick.
(Philippians 2:25, 26) Depression plagued
some Christians in Thessalonica, for Paul
urged the brothers there to “speak consol-
ingly to the depressed souls.” (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:14) So how does God help such
individuals?

1A personal decision must be made about

8. How has one ailing Christian shown his de-
pendence on God?

9. What examples show that mental depression
sometimes troubles godly people?

10. What may be helpful in trying to cope with
mental depression?

treatment for severe depression.* (Galatians
6:5) Adequate rest and balanced activity may
help. Instead of viewing several problems as
one major plight, a depressed individual may
find it helpful to work at solving them at
a time. Comforting help from congregation
elders may be very beneficial, especially if this
emotional problem is causing spiritual con-
cern. (James 5:13157) Above all, it is vital to
rely on Jehovah, ‘throwing all our anxiety
upon him, because he cares for us.’ Persistent
and heartfelt prayer can bring one ‘the peace
of God that will guard the heart and mental
powers by means of Christ Jesus.’—1 Peter 5:
6-11; Philippians 4:6, 7.

Jehovah Helps Us to Endure Grief

1 Another distressing experience is the
death of a loved one. Abraham bewailed the
loss of his wife, Sarah. (Genesis 23:2) When
his son Absalom died, David was grief-
stricken. (2 Samuel 18:33) Why, even the
perfect man Jesus “gave way to tears” over
the death of his friend Lazarus! (John 11:35)
Sothere is sadness when death claims a loved
one. But what can help to allay such sorrow?

PGod helps his people to endure the ex-
treme grief of bereavement. His Word says
that there will be aresurrection. Hence, we do
not “sorrow just as the rest also do who have
no hope.” (1 Thessalonians 4:13; Acts 24:15)
Jehovah’s spirit helps us to have peace and
faith and to meditate on the wonderful future
promised in his Word, so that we are not
completely overwhelmed by sad thoughts
about a dead loved one. Solace also comes
from reading the Scriptures and praying to
“the God of all comfort.”—2 Corinthians 1:
3, 4; Psalm 68:4-6.

BWe can draw comfort from the resurrec-
tion hope as did godly Job, who exclaimed:

*See articles on mental depression in Awake! of
October 22, 1987, pages 2-16, and November 8, 1987,
pages 12-16.

11-13. What can help to allay sorrow over the
death of a loved one?
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“0 that in Sheol you [Jehovah] would conceal
me, that you would keep me secret until your
anger turns back, that you would set a time
limit for me and remember me! If an able-
bodied man dies can he live again? All the
days of my compulsory service | shall wait,
until my relief comes. You will call, and |
myself shall answer you. For the work of your
hands you will have a yearning.” (Job 14
13-15) Great sadness is not usually experi-
enced when a dear friend goes on a journey,
for we expect to see him again. The deep grief
that loss of a loved one causes may be some-
what lessened if we look upon the death of a
faithful Christian in a similar way. If he had
an earthly hope, he will be awakened from the
sleep of death here on earth during Christ’s
Thousand Year Reign. (John 5:28, 29; Reve-
lation 20:11-13) And if we hope to live on earth
forever, we may be here to greet our resur-
rected loved one.

14After her husband’s death, one sister
knew that she had to get on with her life in

did two Christian widows cope with the
of their husbands?

God’s service. Besides keeping busy with
‘plenty to do in the Lord’s work,” she made a
quilt with 800 pieces. (1 Corinthians 15:58)
“This was a good project,” she says, ‘be-
cause all the time | was working | could
listen to Kingdom melodies and Bible tapes,
which kept my mind occupied.” She fondly
recalls a visit by an experienced elder and
his wife. From the Bible, the elder point-
ed out that God really cares for widows.
(James 1:27) Another Christian woman did
not yield to self-pity when her husband
died. She appreciated the support of friends
and took greater interest in others. “I
prayed more often and developed a closer
relationship with Jehovah,” she says. And
what a blessing it is to have the support of
God’s everlasting arms!

Help When We Err
B Though we love Jehovah’s law, we err at
times. This no doubt distresses us, as it did
David, to whom God’s laws, reminders, or-

15. What is the substance of David’s words at
Psalm 19:7-13?



ders, and judicial decisions were more desir-
able than gold. He said: “Your own servant
has been warned by them; in the keeping
of them there is a large reward. Mistakes
—who can discern? From concealed sins
pronounce me innocent. Also from pre-
sumptuous acts hold your servant back; do
not let them dominate me. In that case |
shall be complete, and I shall have remained
innocent from much transgression.” (Psalm
19:7-13) Let us analyze these words.

being taken to Jerusalem and the cattle
drawing the cart nearly caused an upset,
God struck Uzzah dead for irreverently
grabbing hold of the Ark to steady it.
(2 Samuel 6:6, 7) So, if we do not know what
to do or whether we are authorized to do
something, we should display modesty and
consult those having discernment. (Prov-
erbs 11:2; 13:10) Of course, if we have ever
been presumptuous, we should pray for for-
giveness and ask God to help us guard

% Presumptuous acts are much more seri- against presumptuousness in the future.

ous sins than mistakes. Saul was rejected as
king for presumptuously offering sacrifice
and for sparing Amalekite king Agag and
the best spoil, though God had commanded
that the Amalekites be devoted to destrue-
tion. (1 Samuel 13:8-14; 15:8-19) King Uzzi-
ah was stricken with leprosy for presumptu-
ously seizing priestly duties. (2 Chronicles
26:16-21) When the ark of the covenant was

16. Why should we avoid presumptuousness?

We can draw comfort from the
resurrection hope, as did godly Job

7 Concealed sins may cause distress. Ac-

cording to Psalm 32:1-5, David tried to hide
his sin, but he said: “When | kept silent my
bones wore out through my groaning all
day long. For day and night your hand was
heavy upon me. My life’s moisture has been
changed as in the dry heat of summer.”
Trying to repress a guilty conscience wore
David out, and anguish reduced his vigor as
a tree loses life-giving moisture during
a drought or in summer’s dry heat. He

17. How can concealed sins affect a person, yet
how can forgiveness and relief be obtained?



apparently suffered ill effects mentally and
physically and lost joy because of failure to
confess. Only confession to God could bring
pardon and relief. Said David: “Happy is the
one whose revolt is pardoned, whose sin is
covered. . . . My sin | finally confessed to
you, and my error | did not cover. | said: 'l
shall make confession over my transgres-
sions to Jehovah.” And you yourself par-
doned the error of my sins.” Loving help
from Christian elders can help to promote
spiritual recovery.—Proverbs 28:13; James
5:13-20.

B Sin may have long-lasting effects.
did for David, who committed adultery with
Bath-sheba, maneuvered her husband’s
death, and married the pregnant widow.
(2 Samuel 11:1-27) Though God showed
mercy because of the Kingdom covenant,
David’s repentance, and his merciful treat-
ment of others, David experienced ‘calamity
out of his own house.” (2 Samuel 12:1-12)
The adulterine child died. David’s son Am-
non raped his half sister Tamar and was
killed at her brother Absalom’s order.
(2 Samuel 12:15-23; 13:1-33) Absalom dis-
graced David by having relations with Da-

18. What evidence is there that sin can have
long-lasting effects, but what can be a source of
comfort in such circumstances?

How Would You Respond?

O How does Jehovah help his ser-
vants who are sick?

O What may be helpful when we are
trying to cope with mental depres-
sion?

O What can help to allay grief over
the death of a loved one?

O How can those concealing their
sins get relief?

O What help is there when Jehovah's
people are severely tried?
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vid’s concubines. He tried to usurp the
throne but met death. (2 Samuel 15:1-18:
33) Sin still has an aftermath. For example,
a disfellowshipped wrongdoer may repent
and be reinstated in the congregation, but it
may take years to overcome the tarnished
reputation and emotional trauma resulting
from sin. Meanwhile, how comforting it is
to have Jehovah’s forgiveness and the sup-
port of his everlasting arms!

Rescued From
the Stresses Upon Us

BWhen severely tried, we may lack suf-
ficient wisdom and strength to make a deci-
sion and carry it out. In such a case, God’s
spirit “joins in with help for our weakness;
for the problem of what we should pray
for as we need to we do not know, but
the spirit itself pleads for us with groan-
ings unuttered.” (Romans 8:26) If Jehovah
brings about a change of circumstances, we
should be grateful. Yet, his arm may save us
in another way. If we pray for wisdom, Je-
hovah may by his spirit indicate what we
should do and supply the strength needed to
do it. (James 1:5-8) With his help, we can
endure when “grieved by various trials”
and come through them with tested and
strengthened faith.—1 Peter 1:6-8.

DLet us never tire of turning to God in
prayer. “My eyes are constantly toward Je-
hovah, for he it is that brings my feet out of
the net,” said David. “Turn your face to me,
and show me favor; for I am solitary and
afflicted. Distresses of my heart have multi-
plied; from the stresses upon me 0 bring me
out. See my affliction and my trouble, and
pardon all my sins.” (Psalm 25:15-18) Like
David, we will enjoy divine deliverance, fa-
vor, and forgiveness if we really make Jeho-
vah’s everlasting arms our support.

19. How can God’s spirit be of help when we are
severely tried?

20. What will we enjoy if we really make Jeho-
vah’s everlasting arms our support?



Kingdom Proclaimers Report
‘Happy Are the Spiritually Hungry’

JESUS said: “Happy are
those conscious of their spir-
itual need.” (Matthew 5:3) Such
ones will seek life-giving infor-
mation from God’s Word, the Bi-
b\e, and taking in this knowledge
will lead them to everlasting life.
— Matthew 4:4; John 17:3.

O A spiritually hungry person
in an African land walked for four
hours in the cold and dark in or-
der to obtain a copy of My Book
of Bible Stories. Upon reaching
the village where Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses were preaching, he was
bitterly disappointed to find that
the last book had been placed.
He stayed in the village for three
days until an additional supply
of books could be obtained, and
then he was happy finally to have
in his possession this fine spiri-
tual information.

During the month of their stay in
this isolated area, the Witnesses
distributed 55 books, 365 bro-
chures, and 145 magazines, and
they obtained 5 subscriptions.
They were very moved when, as
they left, both adults and children
called after them in the Kpelle
language: “May Jehovah be with
you!” Efforts are being made to
follow up on the interest.

Another person in this same
country was also spiritually hun-
gry. She was the treasurer for
her church and an entertainment
officer for her county. When the
Witnesses called on her, she
tearfully admitted that the
church fell far short of the Bi-
ble’s requirements for Christian-
ity. The Witnesses showed her
from her own Bible how to iden-

tify the true religion. Then she at-
tended two meetings at the King-
dom Hall and afterward stated:
“What | saw and heard really
convinced me that this is the
truth.” She was impressed by the
meetings and by the conduct
of those present. She saw that
what the Witnesses who called
on her had said was not some-
thing they had dreamed up but
something real. She has since
taken steps to break off her rela-
tionship with the church, and this
has resulted in a good witness in
the community.

O A young Melanesian cat-
echist in New Caledonia was

spiritually hungry. He found a
copy of the book The Truth That
Leads to Eternal Life on the table
in his mother's house, and he
read chapters 2 and 3. The Bible
texts Exodus 20:4, 5 and John 4:
23, 24 discussed there touched

his heart. In view of what these
scriptures say, he asked his
priest why the Catholic Church
tolerates the use of images in
worship. The priest evaded the
guestion. The man went to a
number of other “Christian” re-
ligions, but they did not give
him satisfactory answers to his
guestions. Finally he decided to
attend a meeting of Jehovah’s
Witnesses with his mother, who
had already manifested an in-
terest in the truth. The love he
saw among the Witnesses and
their Bible-based teachings im-
pressed him very much.

Despite great distances, he
regularly hitchhiked to the meet-
ings, quickly took a stand for the
truth, and was baptized. Now
he is a ministerial servant. His
mother and two of his fleshly
sisters also became Witness-
es of Jehovah. The young man
preached to his own tribe and
started many Bible studies. Now
a number are attending meet-
ings in this area—all because a
young man happened to notice
on a table a book explaining the
Bible, studied it, and took seri-
ously what he learned.

Jehovah has a great spiritual
feeding program in operation to-
day, and multitudes benefit from
it. Isaiah aptly prophesied about
it when he said: “Look! My own
servants will eat, but you your-
selves [members of false reli-
gion] will go hungry.” (Isaiah 65:
13) Happy are we if we benefit
from Jehovah’s provision for sat-
isfying our spiritual hunger.
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W hat Is the Key
to Real Christianity?

€ =€ =

ODAY, more people claim to belong to
Christianity than to any other reli-
gious group. But the beliefs of these

aw =0

do not have love, | am nothing. And if | give
all my belongings to feed others, and if |
hand over my body, that | may boast, but

self-styled Christians are contradictorgg not have love, | am not profited at all.”

they have no unity, and sometimes they
even kill one another. Clearly, many are not
real Christians. Jesus said that in our day,
many would say to him, “Lord, Lord,” in
other words, claim to be Christians, yet he
would say to them: “I never knew you! Get
away from me, you workers of lawless-
ness.” (Matthew 7:21, 23) Surely, none of
us would want to be among these! So how
can we tell if we are real Christians?

The fact is, many things are needed to be
a real Christian. The real Christian has to
have a strong faith because “without faith
it is impossible to please [God] well.” (He-
brews 11:6) That strong faith has to be
accompanied by right acts. The disciple
James warned that “faith without works is
dead.” (James 2:26) Moreover, a Christian
has to recognize the authority of “the faith-
ful and discreet slave.” (Matthew 24:45-47)
But the key to real Christianity is some-
thing apart from these things.

What is the key? The apostle Paul ex-
plained in his first letter to the Corinthi-
ans: “If | speak in the tongues of men and
of angels but do not have love, | have be-
come a sounding piece of brass or a clashing
cymbal. And if | have the gift of prophesy-
ing and am acquainted with all the sacred
secrets and all knowledge, and if | have all
the faith so as to transplant mountains, but
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—1 Corinthians 13:1-3.

So loveis the key to real Christianity.

Faith, works, and right association are vi-
tal, indispensable. But without love, their
value is not realized. Why is that?

Basically, because of the kind of God we
worship. The apostle John described Jeho-
vah, the God of true Christianity, in these
words: “God is love.” (1 John 4:8) Jehovah
God has many other qualities, such as pow-
er, justice, and wisdom, but since he is
preeminently a God of love, what kind of
people would he want his worshipers to be?
Surely, individuals who imitate him and
cultivate love.—Matthew 5:44, 45; 22:
37-39.

A Right Motive
Yes, love causes Christians to be like the
God they worship. It means that their mo-
tives are similar to God’s motives. What
motive above all moved Jehovah God to
send Jesus to earth to give us the opportu-
nity to gain eternal life? Love. “God loved
the world so much that he gave his only-
begotten Son, in order that everyone exer-
cising faith in him might not be destroyed
but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)
What, then, should be our motive in doing
God’s will. Once again, love. “This is what
the love of God means, that we observe his

commandments.”—1 John 5:3.



Is it possible to serve God with a wrong
motive? Yes. Paul mentioned some in his
day who were serving out of envy and
rivalry. (Philippians 1:15-17) That could
happen to us. This world is very competi-
tive, and that spirit could affect us. We may
be proud to think that we are a better
speaker or able to place more literature
than others. We may compare our privi-
leges of service with those enjoyed by some-
one else and become self-important—or
envious. An elder may be jealous of his
position of authority, even to the point of
hindering a younger man with ability from
making progress. A desire for personal gain
may move us to cultivate the friendship of
wealthier Christians while ignoring poorer
ones.

These things can happen because we are
imperfect. However, if—like Jehovah—we
make love our main motivation, we will
fight such tendencies. Selfishness, a desire
to glorify ourselves, or presumptuous pride
can crowd out love, so that we are “not
profited at all.”—Proverbs 11:2; 1 Corinthi-
ans 13:3.

Love in a Selfish World

Jesus said that his followers would be “no
part of the world.” (John 17:14) How can we
avoid being swamped by the influence of
the world around us? Love will help. For
example, today men are “lovers of pleasures
rather than lovers of God.” (2 Timothy 3:4)
John warned us not to be like that. He said:
“Do not be loving either the world or the
things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him;
because everything in the world—the de-
sire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes
and the showy display of one’s means of
life—does not originate with the Father,
but originates with the world.”—1 John 2
15, 16.

Yet, it is not easy to turn our backs on
“the desire of the flesh” and “the desire of

the eyes.” These things are loved precisely
because they are so appealing to our flesh.
Moreover, there are far more and varied
pleasures available today than there were
in John’s day, so if the desire of the eyes
was a problem then, it is especially so now.

Interestingly, many of the modern plea-
sures that the world offers are not wrong in
themselves. There is nothing wrong with
having a big house, a nice car, a television
set, or a stereo unit. Neither does it break
any Biblical law to take long, interesting
trips and have exciting vacations. What
is the point of John’s warning, then? For
one thing, if such things become  impor-
tant to us, they develop within us a spirit
of selfishness, materialism, and pride. And
the effort of earning the money to get them
could hinder us in our service to Jehovah.
Even enjoying such things takes time, and
while a reasonable amount of relaxation
brings refreshment, our time is limited, in
view of our obligation to study the Bible,
meet with fellow Christians for worship,
and preach the good news of the Kingdom.
—Psalm 1:1-3; Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20;
Hebrews 10:24, 25.

In this materialistic age, it takes deter-
mination to ‘put God’s Kingdom first” and
resist ‘using this world to the full.” (Mat-
thew 6:33; 1 Corinthians 7:31) A strong
faith will help. But especially, a genuine
love for Jehovah and for our neighbors will
strengthen us to resist the lures that, while
not wrong in themselves, may prevent us
from ‘thoroughly accomplishing our minis-
try.” (2 Timothy 4:5) Without such love,
our ministry could easily deteriorate into a
mere token effort.

Love in the Congregation
Jesus highlighted the importance of love
when he said: “By this all will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love among
yourselves.” (John 13:35) Why would elders
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spend so much time shepherding and help-
ing fellow Christians if they did not love
them? Why would the congregation put up
with the weaknesses of their fellows—in-
eluding the elders—if not because of love?
Love moves Christians to help one another
in a physical way when they hear that
others are in need. (Acts 2:44, 45) Dur-
ing times of persecution, Christians pro-
tect one another and even die for one an-
other. Why? Because of love.—John 15:13.

Sometimes the greatest proofs of love
come in little things. An elder, already
under pressure from a heavy work load,
may be approached by a fellow Christian
who again brings up a complaint that
seems quite unimportant to the elder.
Should the elder get angry? Instead of al-
lowing this to become a cause for divi-
sion, he deals patiently and kindly with
his brother. They discuss the matter to-
gether, and it also strengthens their friend-
ship. (Matthew 5:23, 24; 18:15-17) Instead
of each one insisting on his rights, all
should try to cultivate the bighearted-
ness that Jesus recommended, being ready
to forgive their brothers “seventy-seven
times.” (Matthew 18:21, 22) Thus, Chris-
tians try hard to clothe themselves with
love, “for it is a perfect bond of union.”
—Colossians 3:14.

Intensifying Our
Love for One Another

Yes, love is the right motive for serving
Jehovah. Love will strengthen us to keep
separate from the world, and love will en-
sure that the congregation remains truly
Christian. While not detracting from ef-
ficiency, it will help those in authority not
to become so efficiency-minded that they
forget kindness and mildness in dealing
with others. Love helps all of us to “be
obedient to those who are taking the lead
... and be submissive.”—Hebrews 13:17.
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The apostle Peter urged us to have “in-
tense love” for one another because “love
covers a multitude of sins.” (1 Peter 4.8)
How can we do this? Man was created in the
image of God and thus has a natural capac-
ity to love. But the type of love we are
speaking of here needs something extra. In
fact, it is the main fruit of God’s spirit.
(Galatians 5:22) Hence, to cultivate love,
we have to expose ourselves to God’s spirit.
How? By studying the Bible, which was
inspired by Jehovah’s spirit. (2 Timothy
3:16) By praying for Jehovah’s spirit to
build up our love for Jehovah and for our
brothers. And by associating with the
Christian congregation, where the spirit
flows freely.

We also need to examine ourselves so as
to detect any unloving acts or thoughts.
Remember, love is a quality of the heart,
and ‘the heart is more treacherous than
anything else and is desperate.” (Jeremiah
17:9) Despite all the help Jehovah gives, we
will sometimes act in a loveless way. We
may speak with unnecessary sharpness to
a fellow Christian, or we may bristle and
take offense at something that is said.
Hence, we do well to echo David’s prayer:
“Search through me, 0 God, and know my
heart. Examine me, and know my disquiet-
ing thoughts, and see whether there is in
me any painful way, and lead me in the way
of time indefinite.”—Psalm 139:23, 24.

As the Bible says, “love never fails.”
(1 Corinthians 13:8) If we practice loving
one another, we will never be found want-
ing in times of testing. The love that exists
among God’s people contributes greatly to
the spiritual paradise that exists today.
Only those who love one another intensely
from the heart will find pleasure in living
in the new world. Hence, imitate Jehovah
in expressing such love and thus strength-
en the bond of unity. Cultivate love, and
possess the key to real Christianity.



‘HAPPY ARE ALLTHOSE
KEEPING IN EXPECTATION
OFJEHOVAH’

AS TOLD BY DOMENICK PICCONE

My parents emigrated from Italy to the United States during the
early 1920’s and eventually settled in South Philadelphia, then known as
Little Italy. By 1927 they were associating with the Bible Students,
who later became known as Jehovah’s Witnesses.

posed to Bible truth from infancy. |

WAS born in 1929 and was thus ex-
I can recall that Witnesses would meet

| began to associate with the wrong kind
of youths in the neighborhood and started
to smoke and gamble on street corners.

in our house before going out to preach in Fortunately, my parents saw that they

staunchly Roman Catholic towns in the
coal-mining region of Pennsylvania, where
the brothers were arrested many times. |
was baptized in 1941 at the convention
of Jehovah’s Witnesses in St. Louis, Mis-
souri. Then things started to go wrong.

were losing control of me and decided to
move to another area of the city. | was not
pleased, since | lost all my street friends.
However, today | look back and feel very
grateful to my father. He made a real fi-
nancial sacrifice to pull me out of those
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surroundings. Whereas previously he could
walk to work, now he had to take a long
subway ride. But this move got me back
into a theocratic environment.

The Missionary Seed
Is Sown

Almost every year, we traveled over to
South Lansing, New York, to attend the
graduations of the Watchtower Bible
School of Gilead. Seeing those missionaries
sent off all around the world sowed the
desire for missionary service in my heart.
Therefore, after graduating from high
school, | enrolled as a regular pioneer min-
ister, starting May 1947.

Another young pioneer in our congrega-
tion was Elsa Schwarz, and she was very
zealous in the preaching work. Her parents
had always encouraged her to be a mission-
ary, so you can likely guess the result. We
were married in 1951. While serving to-
gether as pioneers in Pennsylvania, we
applied to attend the Gilead missionary
school. In 1953 we were invited to the 23rd
class of Gilead. After five months of inten-
sive study and preparation in Gilead, we
graduated at a convention in Toronto, Can-
ada, and received our assignment—Spain!

Problems in Spain

While preparing to leave for our mission-
ary assignment in 1955, Elsa and | were
full of questions. Spain! What would it be
like? The nation was under the rule of the
Catholic dictator Generalissimo Francisco
Franco, and the work of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses was under ban. How would we man-
age under such conditions?

We had been advised by the brothers
at the Society’s headquarters in Brooklyn
that Frederick Franz, then vice president
of the Watch Tower Society, and Alvaro
Berecochea, a missionary from Argentina,
had been arrested, along with many other
brothers. A secret assembly had been orga-
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nized in the woods near Barcelona. How-
ever, the police had learned of this secret
gathering and had arrested most of those
present.*

Assembly in a forest in Spain, 1956

We had been told that perhaps no one
would be able to meet us when we arrived
in Barcelona. Our instructions were: “Look
for a hotel, then advise the Society in New
York of the address.” We kept in mind the
words of Isaiah: “Happy are all those keep-
ing in expectation of [Jehovah]. And your
own ears will hear a word behind you say-
ing: ‘This is the way. Walk in it, you peo-
pie.”” (Isaiah 30:18, 21) We would just have
to keep in expectation of Jehovah and fol-
low the direction of his organization.

We said good-bye to our parents and
friends who came to New York to bid us
farewell, and soon our ship, the Saturnia,
was sailing down the Hudson River head-
ing for the Atlantic. That was the last time
that | saw my father. Two years later,
while | was abroad, he died after a pro-
longed illness.

Eventually we reached our assignment,
the port city of Barcelona. It was a dreary,
rainy day, but as we were going through

*For full details, see the 1978 Yearbook of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, pages 1779~



customs, we saw the “sunshine” of beaming
faces. Alvaro Berecochea, along with some
Spanish brothers, was there to meet us. We
were really happy to know that our broth-
ers had been freed.

Now we had to learn Spanish. In those
days missionaries had to learn languages
the hard way—uwithout textbooks or teach-
ers. There were no language courses then.
We had to meet the required quota of hours
in the preaching work and at the same
time learn the language—on the job, as it
were.

Preaching Under
a Catholic Dictatorship

Jehovah’s organization was then in its
infancy in Spain. In 1955 there was a peak
of 366 publishers in a land of some 28 mil-
lion people. There were only ten congrega-
tions in the entire country. Would it re-
main that way for long? Once my wife
and | got started preaching from house to
house, we found that Spain was like a
paradise for those spreading the good
news. Yes, the people were hungry for the
truth.

But how was the preaching work done,
since it was under ban? Usually we did not
visit every house on a street, nor all the
apartments in a building. Barcelona is
made up of many five- and six-story apart-
ment buildings, and we were instructed to
start from the top and work our way down.
Perhaps we would call at just one apart-
ment on each floor or even skip several
floors. This method made it more difficult
for the police to catch us if a fanatical
householder turned us in.

Congregation meetings were held in pri-
vate homes, congregations being made up
of from three to four book study groups.
This enabled the congregation servant to
visit each of these book studies once a
month. The book study conductor was re-
sponsible for conducting all the meetings,

held on two different nights of the week for
small groups of from 10 to 20 people.

We had to learn a new way of life. At
that time there were no missionary-home
arrangements in Spain. Whenever possi-
ble, we lived with the brothers in their
homes. Learning to cook on a charcoal
burner was a real experience for Elsa!
Eventually we were able to buy a small
one-burner kerosene stove, which was a
real improvement.

Persecution and Expulsions
After a while we got word that a wave
of persecution was starting in Andalusia,
where a special pioneer had been arrested.
Unfortunately, he was carrying a booklet
that contained the names and addresses of

We used to preach to
non-Muslims in Morocco

brothers in all parts of the country. We
continued to receive reports that our broth-
ers were being arrested in one city after
another. The raids were getting closer and
closer to Barcelona. Finally, persecution
hit Barcelona.

A few months earlier, the police had
taken me to their headquarters for ques-
tioning. After several hours | was released,
and | thought that was the end of the
matter. Then the American Embassy con-
tacted me and suggested that to avoid the
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embarrassment of being deported, | should
leave the country of my own accord. Short-
ly after, the police advised us that we had
ten days to leave. Since we had no time to
write to the Watch Tower Society, what
should we do? Circumstances seemed to
indicate that we should head for the
nearest missionary field outside Spain
—Portugal, to the west.

Another Assignment,
Another Language

Once we arrived in Lisbon, Portugal, in
July 1957, we were assigned as missionar-
ies to Porto, a city well to the north of
Lisbon. It was considered the second capi-
tal of the country and was in a region
famous for its port wines. A thriving con-
gregation held its meetings in the base-
ment of a downtown building. The preach-
ing work was banned in Portugal too, as
the country was under the dictatorship of
Salazar. Yet, the circumstances were com-
pletely different from those in Spain. The
meetings were held in the homes of the
brothers, and groups of from 40 to 60
attended. There were no indications that
the homes were meeting places of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. Even though | spoke no
Portuguese, | was appointed congregation
servant. Once again, we learned a new
language the hard way.

About a year later, we were assigned to
Lisbon. Here, for the first time, we had a
place of our own, an apartment overlooking
the city of Lisbon. We were assigned to
care for a circuit—the entire Republic of
Portugal. When we arrived in Portugal,
there were only 305 publishers and five
congregations.

Time of Trouble Begins

On some of the maps showing Portugal
and its colonies, there was the saying: “The
sun never sets on Portuguese territory.”
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This was the case, since Portugal had colo-
nies in many parts of the world, two of the
largest being Mozambique and Angola in
Africa. In 1961 it seemed that there were
problems brewing in these colonies, and
Portugal saw the need to increase its mill-
tary forces.

Now, what would the young brothers do
when they were recruited for military ser-
vice? Some were able to get exemption due
to ill health, but most took a firm stand for
Christian neutrality. Soon a strong wave of
persecution started. The branch received
reports that special pioneers were being
arrested and severely beaten by the secret
police, the infamous P.I.D.E. (Policia Inter-
nacional e Defesa do Estado). Some of us

Branch in El Salvador, our present
assignment

missionaries were called to police head-
quarters for questioning. Then, three cou-
pies were given 30 days to leave the coun-
try. All of us appealed.

One by one the missionary couples were
called to police headquarters for an inter-
view with the director of the P.1.D.E. First,
the branch servant, Eric Britten, and his
wife, Christina, were questioned. Then,
Eric Beveridge and his wife, Hazel, and
finally Elsa and | were interrogated. The
police chief falsely accused us of being used



by the Communists to undermine the
Western world with our teaching on neu-
trality. Our appeals were in vain.

How sad it was to leave behind 1,200
brothers and sisters who were going
through hard times because of the harsh
rule of an unreasonable dictator! While the
Beveridges went to Spain and the Brittens
back to England, what was to be our next
assignment? Muslim Morocco!

Preaching in
Islamic Morocco

Once again, we were keeping in expecta-
tion of Jehovah. A new assignment, new
customs, and new languages! Arabic,
French, and Spanish were the official lan-
guages of the Kingdom of Morocco, where
there were 234 Witnesses in eight congre-
gations. The official religion of the land
was Islam, and proselytizing among Mus-
lims was illegal. So we could preach only to
the mainly European non-Muslim popula-
tion.

Once missionaries started to arrive in
the late '50’s, increases were seen. But the
Moroccan government began to put pres-
sure on the European population, and there
was a great exodus of foreigners, including
many brothers.

As our non-Muslim population shrank,
we found ourselves obliged to find tactful
ways of talking to the Muslims, and this
led to complaints to the police. As com-
plaints became more frequent in Tangier
and other cities, we were finally told that
we had only 30 days to leave the country.
In May 1969, Elsa and | were expelled from
yet another assignment.

A Short-Term Assignment?

We were told to return to Brooklyn, and
| was invited to attend a meeting for
branch servants held that summer. While
there, 1 was informed that our new assign-
ment would be El Salvador, Central Amer-

ica, and that | was to serve there as branch
servant. | learned that this would most
likely last for about five years, the maxi-
mum that missionaries were allowed to re-
main in the country, since our work was
not legally recognized there.

El Salvador—what an assignment!
There were 1,290 publishers, including 114
pioneers reporting on average each month.
The people were God-fearing, Bible-loving,
and hospitable. At virtually every door,
they would invite us in to talk to them. In
a short time, we had as many Bible studies
as we could handle.

As we observed the increase and the
great need there, we felt sad that we would
have to leave this assignment after just five
years. So it was decided that we should try
to have the work of Jehovah’s Witnesses
legalized. We submitted the paperwork to
the government in December 1971, and on
April 26, 1972, we were delighted to read in
the government paper, Diario Oficial, that
our petition had been accepted. The mis-
sionaries would no longer have to leave
after five years but could obtain permanent
residency in the country.

Tests and Blessings

Over the years in our various assign-
ments, we have made many good friends
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and seen fruitage in our ministry. Elsa had
a fine experience in San Salvador with a
schoolteacher and her soldier husband. One
of the schoolteacher’s friends also became
interested in the truth. At first the hus-
band did not manifest interest in the Bible;
nevertheless, we visited him while he was
in the hospital, and he was friendly. Even-
tually he studied the Bible, gave up his
military career, and started to preach
along with us.

In the meantime, a lady turned up at the
Kingdom Hall and asked Elsa if she was
studying with the former soldier. It turned
out that she had been his mistress! She was
also studying the Bible with Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. At the district convention, the for-
mer military man, his wife, her friend, and
the former mistress were all baptized!

Expansion in El Salvador

Because of the great increase, many
Kingdom Halls have been built, and the
country now has more than 18,000 active
Witnesses. This progress, however, has not
been without its tests and trials. For ten
years, the brothers have had to do Jeho-
vah’s will in the midst of a civil war. But
they have kept their neutrality and re-
mained loyal to Jehovah’s Kingdom.

Between the two of us, Elsa and | have
been in full-time service for 85 years. We
have found that when we keep in expecta-
tion of Jehovah and listen ‘to the word
from behind saying, “This is the way. Walk
in it, you people,”” we are never disappoint-
ed. We have indeed enjoyed a satisfying
and rewarding life as Jehovah’s full-time
servants.

Can Science

Disprove

Did the miracles of the Bible really
happen? There are many, including
numerous scientists and religious
leaders, who answer no. They feel
that belief in miracles belongs to a
more superstitious age and that mod-
ern science has disproved the possi-
bility of their happening. Hence, the
following letter published in The
Times of London and signed by a
number of scientists is worthy of
note. It says:

“It is not logically valid to use
science as an argument against mir-
acles. To believe that miracles cannot
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Miracles?

happen is as much an act of faith as
to believe that they can happen. . . .
Miracles are unprecedented events.
Whatever the current fashions in phi-
losophy or the revelations of opinion
polls may suggest, it is important to
affirm that science (based as it is
upon the observation of precedents)
can have nothing to say on the sub-
ject. Its faws’ are only generaliza-
tions of our experience. Faith rests on
other grounds.” (Italics ours.) Indeed,
there is no way that modern science
can disprove the accounts of the mir-
acles recorded in the Bible.



“Do Not Be Irritating
Your Children”

« "pIATHERS, do not be irritating your
I"H children.” So said the apostle Paul.

A. (Ephesians 6:4) In Western lands,
where parents are subjected to the stresses
and strains of industrialized society, it is
not always easy for them to deal kindly
with their children. And child rearing is
no less a challenge in developing lands.
True, the pace of life may be slower than in
the West. But long-standing customs and
traditions may influence parents to deal
with children in ways that are almost sure
to frustrate and irritate them.

Children in some developing lands are
placed on the lowest rung of the ladder of
recognition and respect. In certain cul-
tures children are ordered about in threat-
ening and authoritative tones, yelled at
and insulted. It may be rare to hear an
adult say a kind word to a child, not to
mention courtesies such as “please” and
“thank you.” Fathers feel they must estab-
lish their authority with strong hands;
hard words are reinforced with hard blows.

In some African cultures, it is even
viewed as impertinent for a child to say a
greeting to a grown-up on his own initia-
tive. It is not uncommon to see youths,
weighed down with heavy loads on their
heads, patiently waiting for permission to
greet a group of adults. The grown-ups will
carry on their idle chatter, ignoring the
waiting youths until they choose to let
them offer greetings. Only after those
greetings have been said are the children
allowed to pass.

Poverty is another factor that can work
against the welfare of children. At the
expense of their health and schooling,
youngsters are exploited as child laborers.
Unreasonably heavy work loads may be
placed on children even at home. And when
families in rural areas send their children
to the big cities to be cared for by relatives
while they are being schooled, they are
frequently treated as virtual slaves. Sure-
ly, all this shabby treatment is irritating to
children!

What ‘Irritating Them’ Means

Some parents allow themselves to be
carried along by the tide of popular child-
rearing customs with little thought as to
the consequences. However, it is with good
reason that God’s Word urges parents not
to irritate their children. The original
Greek expression rendered “do not be irri-
tating” literally means “not be you provok-
ing to wrath.” (Kingdom Interlinear) At
Romans 10:19, the same verb is rendered
“incite to violent anger.”

Todays English Version thus says: “Do
not treat your children in such a way as to
make them angry.” The Jerusalem Bible
similarly says: “Never drive your children
to resentment.” The Bible is therefore not
talking about the minor irritations a par-
ent might unwittingly cause his child be-
cause of imperfection, nor is it condemning
righteously applied discipline. According
to Lange’s Commentary on the Holy Scrip-
tures, this Bible verse speaks of “the hasty,
rough, moody treatment of children, so
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that . . . they are repelled and enticed to
opposition, defiance and bitterness.”

As educator J. S. Farrant observed: “The
fact is that children are human. They do
not simply respond in a passive way as
plants do to their environment. They
react.” And often the reaction to unjust
treatment results in spiritual and emotion-
al devastation. Says Ecclesiastes 7:7: “For
mere oppression may make a wise one act
crazy.”

Raising Children
in God’s Discipline

Parents who desire their children to go
on walking in the truth must not allow
cultural norms and traditions to be the sole
determinants of how they will rear their
children. (Compare 3 John 4.) After warn-
ing parents about irritating their children,
Paul added: “Goon bringing them up in the
discipline and mental-regulating of Jeho-
vah.” (Ephesians 6:4) Jehovah’s standards
thus supersede local customs and views.

Whereas it may be common in certain
lands for children to be treated as inferiors
and as slave laborers, the Bible declares at
Psalm 127:3: “Look! Sons are an inheri-
tance from Jehovah; the fruitage of the
belly is a reward.” Could a parent maintain
good relations with God if he treated his
inheritance abusively? Hardly. Nor is there
room for the view that children exist solely
to meet the needs of their parents. At
2 Corinthians 12:14, the Bible reminds us:
“For the children ought not to lay up for
their parents, but the parents for their
children.”

It is not that children should be excused
from doing their share of household chores
and duties. But should not the child’s own
best interests be taken into consideration?
For instance, when Yaa, a Christian girl in
Africa, was asked what she would like most
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for her parents to do for her, she answered:
“I wish that my household chores would be
reduced on the days that | have field service
arrangements.” So if a child is finding it
difficult to be in school on time or to attend
meetings due to a heavy load of household
chores, would it not be best to make some
adjustments?

Granted, young ones can be difficult to
deal with. How can parents deal with them
in a way that is not abusive or irritating?
Says Proverbs 19:11: “The insight of a man
certainly slows down his anger.” Yes, first
you can try to understand your child as an
individual. Each child is unique, with his
own interests, capabilities, and needs.
What are these? Have you taken the time
to get to know your child and to learn the
answer to this question? Working and wor-
shiping together, engaging in family recre-
ation—these things provide opportunities
for parents to draw closer to their children.

At 2 Timothy 2:22, Paul made another
interesting observation when he told Tim-
othy: “Flee from the desires incidental to
youth.” Yes, Paul understood that youth
can be a turbulent period. Dramatic phys-
ical and emotional changes take place. At-
traction to the opposite sex grows. During
this time, youths need mature and loving
direction to avoid serious pitfalls. But they
need not be treated as if they are immoral.
The exasperated daughter of one Christian
man lamented: “If | have not committed
fornication, but my father is accusing me
of it, 1 may as well go ahead and do it.”
Instead of imputing bad motives, express
confidence in your child. (Compare 2 Thes-
salonians 3:4.) Instead of being critical, be
empathetic and discerning in aloving, con-
sistent way.

Many problems can be averted, however,
if parents discuss beforehand the moral



dangers a child faces. Remember, God ob-
ligates parents to train and educate their
offspring in God’s Word. (Deuteronomy 6:
6, 7) That may require considerable time
and effort. Unfortunately, some parents
fail to carry out their teaching assignment
because they lack patience. llliteracy, a
huge problem in many developing lands,
hinders other parents.

In some cases a mature Christian can be
called upon to help out. It may simply be a
matter of offering suggestions to the less
experienced parent. (Proverbs 27:17) Or it
may involve helping out with conducting
the family study itself. But this does not
relieve the parent of his responsibility to
teach his offspring God’s Word. (1 Timothy
5:8) He can make an effort to work with his
children in the field ministry and to dis-
cuss spiritual matters at meals or on other
appropriate occasions.

A youth approaching adulthood may
naturally desire more independence. Often
this is misinterpreted as insubordination

Playing “owara,” alocal indoor game in
Ghana, gives these parents an opportunity to
associate with their children

or insolence. How exasperating it would be
if his parents reacted by treating him as a
small child and refused to give him more
latitude in his actions! Equally irritating
would be for them to decide every aspect
of his life—education, career, marriage—
without talking matters over with him in a
calm and respectful manner. (Proverbs 15:
22) The apostle Paul urged fellow Chris-
tians to “become full-grown in powers
of understanding.” (1 Corinthians 14:20)
Should not parents wish that their own
children grow up—emotionally and spiri-
tually? Yet, a youth’s “perceptive powers”
can only be trained “through use.” (He-
brews 5:14) To use them he must be grant-
ed a certain amount of freedom of choice.

Raising children during these difficult
days is not easy. But parents who follow
God’s Word do not irritate or exasperate
their children “so that they do not become
downhearted.” (Colossians 3:21) Rather,
they endeavor to treat them with warmth,
understanding, and dignity. Their chil-
dren are led, not driven; nurtured, not
ignored; moved to love, not provoked to
wrath or frustration.



Aw akel

HELPS TO WIN PRIZE IN ITALY

Last year a ten-year-old schoolgirl in Italy wrote an
essay on the theme “If the Earth Could Talk.” The
theme was developed as a dialogue between the earth
and a baby who had asked the earth why it was cry-
ing. The schoolgirl explains:

“The earth responded that it was polluted by t e
smog that had produced a greenhouse effect. lhe
earth continued speaking to the baby andlsai

soon things would change and its future wou e e
no thanks to man. The earth’s hope was in Almighty Go ,1s
ator, who did not create the earth for nothing
but for it to be inhabited.—Ilsaiah 45:18.”

The schoolgirl further said: “I took the information from the
Awake! magazines ofJuly 22, 1989; September 8, 1989; and Sep-
tember 22, 1989. Thanks to these magazines, my theme won first
prize. The second prize was won by one of my classmates whose
mother is on my mother’s magazine route. He also took informa
tion from the samt Awake! magazines.

“l thank you for this good and accurate and also simple infor-
mation that makes us wise. The prize that | won is in the amount
of 100,000 lire [about $100, U.S.], and | am sending this money
to be used to print more magazines.”



