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THE BIBLE
IS IT REALLY HOIY?

OW many people today view the
Bible as holy, God’s Word? In this
age of skepticism, many consider

shared in writing the rest of the Scrip-
tures, resulting in the collection of the 66
books, or subdivisions, of the Bible. How-

it out-of-date and irrelevant, doub#waegr, these men did not consider them-

that it is truly holy. Even some of the
religious leaders of Christendom teach
that the Bible is saturated with legend
and myth. They question ‘whether the
biblical interpretation of history is one
to which an intelligent person can sub-
scribe.”—The Interpreter’s Dictionary of
the Bible, Volume 2, page 611.

Prominent scholars are sowing seeds of
doubt regarding the propriety of referring
to the Bible as the Word of God. One said
that “if one wants to use the Word-of-God
type of language, the proper term for the
Bible would be Word of Israel, Word of
some leading early Christians.” (The Bible
in the Modern World, by James Barr)
What do you think? Is the Bible God’s
Word? Is it really holy?

Who Wrote the Bible?

The writing of Genesis, the first book
of the Bible, is traditionally credited to
Moses, a Hebrew who lived some 3,500
years ago. According to the Bible itself,
about 40 men from diverse walks of life

selves to be the real authors of the Bible.
One writer said: “All Scripture is inspired
of God.” (2 Timothy 3:16) Another wrote
of Bible writers: “Men spoke from God as
they were borne along by holy spirit.”
—2 Peter 1:21.

This places the writers in the category
of penmen, or secretaries, controlled, or
guided, by God. According to the Bible,
the writer was usually allowed to select
his own words in expressing the divine-
ly supplied information. (Habakkuk 2:2)
That is why there are many styles of
writing throughout the Bible. But the
writing was always guided by God.

Admittedly, the claims of these writers
to divine inspiration are not in them-
selves proof that the Bible is the Creator’s
divine message to humankind. Neverthe-
less, whether the Most High is the Bible’s
Author or not should clearly be seen upon
a careful and unbiased examination of the
book itself. Does the Bible give evidence
of divine authorship? Really, can we say
with confidence that the Bible is holy?
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THE BIBLE
IS IT FROM GOD?

EHOVAH, a God of unlimited power
and authority, certainly has the right
to communicate with his human ere-

ation in whatever way he wishes. If he

chose to communicate through the written
word, he would also have to preserve his
message through the ages. Has this been
the case with the Bible?

About 1,500 years before Christ, when
the writing of the Bible got started, there
were many other religious writings in ex-
istence. However, all of these fell into
disuse and eventually just vanished. Some

mm

Wmm

The Bible has survived,
while other religious
writings became mere

I Ji'i
museum artifacts

Above: Assyrian account of the Deluge 1 If fC |
Right: Prayers to the Egyptian god Ra | Lt "'M

Both: Courtesy of the Trustees
of The British Museum

have been unearthed by archaeologists
and are now artifacts on display in mu-
seums. On the other hand, the portions of
the Bible that were written over three
thousand years ago were never forgot-
ten, and copies have survived right up to
our day. This is remarkable, especially
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when considering the hostility generated
against the Bible throughout history. No
other book has been the target of so much
vicious opposition and hatred. Reading or
distributing the Bible has been punishable
with fines, imprisonment, torture, and of-
ten death.

The Bible is now
accessible to

98 percent of the
world’s population

No other book in history has

come close to the Bible’s estimated
circulation of 3,000,000,000.
TheNew Encyclopaedia Britannica
calls it “probably the most
influential collection of books

in human history”

How could a mere book survive under
such circumstances? The Bible itself tells
us: “The saying of Jehovah endures for-
ever.” (1 Peter 1:25) The endurance and
indestructibility of the Bible help to iden-
tify it as the holy Word of God.

Additionally, we should logically expect
that God’s message to mankind would be
available worldwide. Is this the case with
the Bible? Indeed it is! No other book in
history has come even close to the Bible in
this. The Bible’s circulation has been esti-
mated to be at the 3,000,000,000 mark.
Moreover, no other book has been trans-
lated into so many languages. The Bible
can now be read, in its entirety or in part,



in more than 1,900 different tongues. The
American Bible Society reports that it is
now accessible to 98 percent of the world’s
population. The New Encyclopcedia Bri-
tannica calls the Bible “probably the most
influential collection of books in human
history.” It is not presumptuous, then, to
describe it as the greatest book on earth.

The internal harmony of the Bible from
beginning to end is in itself powerful evi-
dence that it was indeed inspired by God.
Would it be realistic to expect that the
writings of some 40 different individuals
over a period of 1,600 years could all
prove to be harmonious and with one

Written by some 40 different
individuals over a period of 1,600
years, the Bible follows one basic
theme from beginning to end.
Only a superhuman, long-lived
intelligence could effect such

a remarkable production

basic theme? This would be impossible if
left to chance or to mere human direction.
Yet, this is the case with the 66 books that
make up the Bible. Only a superhuman,
long-lived intelligence could effect such a
remarkable production.

Not Just History

The historical contents of the Bible are
remarkable. But a message from God con-
sisting exclusively of historical data would
prove of limited value to us. We need
guidance and practical wisdom, and such
can also be found in the Bible. For exam-
pie, the Bible encourages us to cultivate
“love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness,
goodness, faith, mildness, self-control”

The rise

of world

powers from
Babylon down
through the
centuries to our
own day was
prophetically
announced In the
Bible. (Daniel 2, 7, 8)

Right: Caesar Augustus

Museo della Civilta Romana, Roma

—subjects on which much is written
throughout its pages. (Galatians 5:22, 23;
Colossians 3:12-14) The Bible recom-
mends industriousness, cleanliness, hon-
esty, marital faithfulness, respect and
love for fellowmen; and it contains a vast
wealth of advice on human behavior with-
in the family and the community.

When applied, the Bible’s counsel stands
out as truly beneficial. It sets us free from
ignorance and superstition. (John 8:32) Its
practical wisdom is unrivaled. Indeed, it
contains, without question, divine wisdom.

The claim that “the word of God is alive
and exerts power” fully harmonizes with
the way the Bible actually changes peo-
pie. (Hebrews 4:12) Millions today have
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overcome harmful personality traits and
changed their destructive former course
for the better as a result of taking to heart
the Bible’s standards.—Ephesians 4:22.

What happens when Bible standards
are ignored? The result is unhappiness
and misery, wars, poverty, sexually trans-
mitted diseases, and broken homes. Such
things are only to be expected because
disregarding the Holy Bible means reject-
ing the guidance of God, who created man
and knows his needs.

Reuters/Bettmann Newsphotos

Almost two thousand years ago,
the Bible accurately foretold
world conditions today. (Matthew
24, 25; Mark 13; Luke 21;

2 Timothy 3:1-5; 2 Peter 3:3, 4;
Revelation 6:1-8) The unerring
accuracy of Bible prophecy
assures us that God’s promise
of a paradise earth is certain

to be fulfilled

The Bible also predicts the future, some-
thing impossible for humans to do. The rise
ofworld powers from Babylon down through
the centuries to our own day was propheti-
cally announced in the Bible. (Daniel, chap-
ters 2, 7, 8) Additionally, almost two thou-
sand years ago, there was included in the
Bible an accurate description of world con-
ditions in this 20th century. (Matthew,
chapters 24, 25; Mark, chapter 13; Luke,
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chapter 21; 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 2 Peter 3:3, 4;
Revelation 6:1-8) The long list of fulfilled
Bible prophecies assures us that the pros-
pects for a happy future as described in its
pages are genuine.

Our Responsibility

All of this is overwhelming evidence
that God really has communicated with
humans. True, God transmitted his mes-
sage by the hand of imperfect men. But
this is no reason to believe that the Bible
is any less authentic than would be a
word-of-mouth message from God, or one
delivered through angels, or one miracu-
lously written in heaven and hand deliv-
ered to men on earth.

However, acknowledging the holy, or di-
vine, origin of the Bible imposes on us a
responsibility. Jehovah rightfully expects
us to read his Word regularly. (Psalm 1.
1, 2) Fruitful Bible reading requires a
proper attitude. One must keep in mind
that the Bible is not to be read as if it were
just any piece of literature. One must
approach it, “not as the word of men, but,
just as it truthfully is, as the word of
God.”—1 Thessalonians 2:13.

Some things in the Bible may be hard to
understand. But through frequent read-
ing, a person grows in understanding and
acquires a more complete picture of the
will of God and of his purposes. (Hebrews
5:14) Perhaps you are not yet fully con-
vinced that the Bible is the holy Word of
God. But, consistently, how can you ex-
press belief or disbelief in the Bible if you
have not carefully studied it?

Notwithstanding today’s skepticism re-
garding its divine origin, a careful exam-
ination of the Holy Bible has caused many
thinking individuals to exclaim in the
words of the apostle Paul: “Let God be
found true, though every man be found a
liar’—Romans 3:4.



Jesus’ Life and Ministry

=T~HE article “Jesus Finishes All God Asks,” on the following pages, is the
last segment of our long-running series ‘Jesus’ Life and Ministry.”
This feature has appeared in The Watchtower for more than six years, in 149
consecutive issues, starting with the April 1, 1985, issue.

It is our hope that this series in The Watchtower has helped you to follow
the apostle Paul’s admonition to ‘look intently at Jesus’ and to heed God’s
command to “listen to him.” (Hebrews 12:2, 3; Matthew 17:5) Over the
years, many have written to say that they have been helped to do this. “It’s
as if I were there listening to him and watching what he does,” wrote one
reader. “l have come to love him more because of these articles.”

Another reader wrote: “Every issue seems to contain a point that | had
missed when reading the Bible account. | have enjoyed getting in mind the
different events in jesus’ life in better chronological order by reading each
article.” Many have expressed similar appreciation for learning when and
where Jesus taught and did things during his ministry.

A woman in Spain said: “l have kept all the articles since the beginning.
They are so instructive for adults as well as for children. I am 44, and | am
thrilled when 1 read these accounts. It is as if | were present in each historical
incident.”

A mother in the United States wrote: “Because of the brevity of the articles
and their simple expression, my husband has joined in our family study. My
eight-year-old son asked me to write to thank you that his father now studies
the Bible. He requests that some day when this series is completed the articles
be published in a book so he can share them with his schoolmates.”

Perhaps you share the sentiments of the reader who recently lamented: “I
feel a bit saddened to think the series will soon end as the final days of Christ’s
life are considered. | shall truly miss their place in The Watchtower.” We hope
that you will enjoy this final part of our series “Jesus’ Life and Ministry.”




Jesus’mi?

Jesus Finishes All God Asks

HEN the Warrior-King Jesus
WChrist removes Satan and his

unrighteous world, what cause
for rejoicing there will be! The peaceful
Thousand Year Reign of Jesus begins at
last!

Under the direction of Jesus and his
associate kings, the survivors of Arma-
geddon will clean up the ruins left by that
righteous war. Likely, earthly survivors
will also bear children for a time, and
these will share in the delightful work
of cultivating the earth into a gorgeous
parklike garden.

In time Jesus will bring forth untold mil-
lions from their graves to enjoy this beau-
tiful Paradise. He will do this in fulfillment
of his own guarantee: “The hour is coming
in which all those in the memorial tombs
will... come out.”

Among those Jesus resurrects will be
the former evildoer who died beside him
on the torture stake. Recall that Jesus
promised him: “Truly I tell you
today, You will be with me
in Paradise.” No, that
man will not be taken
to heaven to rule as a
king with Jesus, nor
will Jesus again be-
come a man and
live on the Para-
dise earth with him.

Rather, Jesus will
be with the former
evildoer in the
sense that He will
resurrect him to
life in Paradise
and see to it that

his needs, both physical and spiritual, are
cared for, as illustrated on this page.

Think of it! Under Jesus’ loving atten-
tion, the entire human family— Armaged-
don survivors, their offspring, and the
thousands of millions of resurrected dead
who obey him—will grow toward human
perfection. Jehovah, by means of his roy-
al Son, Jesus Christ, will reside spiritually
with humankind. “And,” as the voice John
heard from heaven says, “he will wipe out
every tear from their eyes, and death will
be no more, neither will mourning nor out-
cry nor pain be anymore.” No person on
earth will suffer or be sick.

By the end of Jesus’ Thousand Year
Reign, the situation will be just as God
originally purposed when he told the first
human pair, Adam and Eve, to multiply
and fill the earth. Yes, the earth will be
filled with a righteous race of perfect
humans. This is because the bene-
fits of Jesus’ ransom sacri-



fice will have been applied to everyone.
Death because of Adam’s sin will be no
more!

Thus, Jesus will have accomplished all
that Jehovah asked of him. Therefore, at
the end of the thousand years, he will
hand over the Kingdom and the perfected
human family to his Father. God will then
release Satan and his demons from the
abyss of deathlike inactivity. For what
purpose?

Well, by the end of the thousand years,
most of those living in Paradise will be
resurrected ones who have never had
their faith tested. Before dying, they had
never known God’'s promises and so
could not demonstrate faith in them.
Then, after being resurrected and taught
Bible truths, it was easy for them in Par-
adise, without any opposition, to serve
God. But if Satan was given opportunity
to try to stop them from continuing to
serve God, would they prove loyal under
test? To resolve this question, Satan will
be released.

The revelation given to John reveals
that after Jesus’ Thousand Year Reign,
Satan will prove successful in turning an
undetermined number of people away
from serving God. But then, when the final
test is finished, Satan, his demons, and all
those whom he succeeds in misleading
will be destroyed forever. On the other
hand, the fully tested, loyal survivors will
live on to enjoy the blessings of their
heavenly Father throughout all eternity.

Clearly, Jesus has played, and will con-
tinue to play, a vital role in accomplishing
God'’s glorious purposes. What a grand
future we may enjoy as a result of all that
he accomplishes as God’s great heavenly
King! Yet, we cannot forget all that he did
while he was a man.

Jesus willingly came to earth and
taught us about his Father. Beyond this
he exemplified the precious qualities of
God. Our hearts are moved when we con-
sider his sublime courage and manliness,
his unparalleled wisdom, his superb abil-
ity as a teacher, his fearless leadership,
and his tender compassion and empathy.
When we recall how he suffered inde-
scribably as he furnished the ransom, by
which alone we may gain life, surely our
hearts are moved with appreciation for
him!

Truly, what a man we have seen in this
study of the life of Jesus! His greatness
is obvious and overwhelming. We are
moved to echo the words of the Roman
governor Pontius Pilate: “Look! The man!”

By our accepting the provision of his

ransom sacrifice, the burden of sin and
death inherited from Adam can be re-
moved from us, and Jesus can become
our “Eternal Father.” All who would gain
everlasting life must take in knowledge
not only of God but also of his Son, Jesus
Christ. It is our hope that your reading and
study of this series of articles on Jesus’
life and ministry will have assisted you to
take in such life-giving knowledge!
1 John 2:17; 1:7; John 5:28, 29; 3:16;
17:3; 19:5; Luke 23:43; Genesis 1:28;
1 Corinthians 15:24-28; Revelation
20:1-3, 6-10; 21:3, 4; Isaiah 9:6.

¢ What will be the happy privilege of Armaged-
don survivors and their children?

¢ Who in addition to Armageddon survivors and
their children will enjoy Paradise, and in what
sense will Jesus be with them?

¢+ What will be the situation at the end of the
thousand years, and what will Jesus do then?
¢+ Why will Satan be released from the abyss,
and what will eventually happen to him and all
who follow him?

¢ How can Jesus become our “Eternal Father”?
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The spiritual drunkards
—W ho are they?

“Woeto the eminent crown o fthe drunkards ofEphraim.-— ISAIAH 28:1.

E ARE living in stirring times.

Many people have been excited

by dramatic political changes
around the world and in seeing more in-
volvement by the United Nations. In De-
cember 1989 the Detroit Free Press said:
“As the planet enters the 1990s, peace
has broken out.” A Soviet magazine an-
nounced: “We are preparing to beat swords
into ploughshares,” while the secretary-
general of the United Nations declared:
“We are no longer in the cold war.” Yes,
hopes have been high, and without a doubt,
the world scene is changing. More recently,

1. What optimism have many felt, but will their
hopes be fulfilled?
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the Gulf war has illustrated how rapidly
changes may take place. But will this pres-
ent world ever realize a time of actual peace
and security, with all its attendant bene-
fits? The answer is no. In fact, a serious
crisis is brewing that will rock the world to
its foundations! It is a crisis in which
religion is deeply involved.

2 This crisis was foreshadowed by events

in ancient Israel and Judah during the
eighth and seventh centuries B.C.E. Back
then, too, people thought that they might
have achieved peace. But God, through his
prophet Isaiah, warned that their hope for

2. How was today’s situation paralleled in an-
dent Israel and Judah?



peace was a delusion, which would soon be
exposed. In a similar way today, Jehovah,
through his Witnesses, is warning man-
kind that they are deceived if they hope to
achieve a lasting peace through human
efforts. Let us read Jehovah’s prophetic
warning and see how it applies today. It is
found in the 28th chapter of Isaiah and was
written before 740 B.C.E., likely during the
reigns of wicked King Pekah of Israel and
of wayward King Ahaz of Judah.

“The Drunkards of Ephraim”

3In verse 1 of chapter 28, we are jolted
by a startling statement: “Woe to the
eminent crown of the drunkards of Ephra-
im, and the fading blossom of its decora-
tion of beauty that is upon the head of
the fertile valley of those overpowered by
wine!” How the Israelites must have been
shocked to hear that scathing denun-
ciation!l Who were these “drunkards of
Ephraim”? What was their “eminent
crown”™ And what is “the head of the
fertile valley”? More important, what do
these words imply for us today?

4Since Ephraim was the largest of the
ten tribes of Israel, the term “Ephraim”
sometimes referred to the whole northern
kingdom. So “the drunkards of Ephraim”
were really the drunkards of Israel. The
capital city of Israel was Samaria, which
was situated on a commanding height at
the head of a fertile valley. So the expres-
sion “the head of the fertile valley” refers
to Samaria. When these words were writ-
ten, the kingdom of Israel was very cor-
rupt religiously speaking. Moreover, she
had entered a political alliance with Syria
against Judah and now felt secure. (Isaiah
7:1-9) That was about to change. A crisis
was approaching, which was why Jehovah

3. What startling denunciation did Isaiah utter?
4. (a) What were Ephraim and the head of the
fertile valley? (b) Why did Israel feel secure?

pronounced “woe to the eminent crown of
the drunkards of Ephraim.”

5What was “the eminent crown”? A
crown is a symbol of royal authority. Evi-
dently, “the eminent crown” was Israel’s
position as a separate kingdom, indepen-
dent of Judah. Something was going to
happen to destroy lIsrael’s royal indepen-
dence. Who, then, were “the drunkards of
Ephraim”? Doubtless, there were literal
drunkards in lIsrael, since Samaria was
the scene of licentious pagan worship. Yet,
the Bible speaks of a worse kind of drunk-
enness. At Isaiah 29:9, we read: “They
have become intoxicated, but not with
wine; they have moved unsteadily, but
not because of intoxicating liquor.” This
was a spiritual drunkenness, an unclean,
death-dealing intoxication. Israel’s lead-
ers—particularly her religious leaders—
clearly suffered from just such a spiritual
intoxication.

6What was the cause of ancient Israel’s
spiritual drunkenness? Basically, it was
her alliance with Syria against Judah,
which gave the nation’s leaders a good
feeling of security. This spiritual drunk-
enness put Israel out of touch with reality.
Like a literal drunkard, she was optimistic
although there was no reason to be. More-
over, Israel wore her intoxicating alliance
with Syria proudly, like a garland of beau-
ty. But, as Isaiah says, it was a fading
garland that would not last much longer.

7lsaiah stresses this in chapter 28,
verse 2. “Look! Jehovah has someone
strong and vigorous. Like a thunderous
storm of hail, a destructive storm, like
a thunderous storm of powerful, flood-
ing waters, he will certainly do a casting
down to the earth with force.” Who was

5. (a) What was Israel’s eminent crown?
(b) Who were the drunkards of Ephraim?

6. What made ancient Israel drunk?

7. 8. Despite her good feelings, what was an-
dent Israel due to experience?
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this “someone strong and vigorous™? In
ancient Israel’s time, it was the power-
ful Assyrian Empire. This cruel, ruthless
world power would come upon Israel like a
thunderous storm of powerful, flooding
waters. With what result?

8lsaiah goes on to say: “With the feet
the eminent crowns of the drunkards of
Ephraim will be trampled down. And the
fading flower of its decoration of beauty
that is upon the head of the fertile valley
must become like the early fig before sum-
mer, that, when the seer sees it, while it
is yet in his palm, he swallows it down.”
(Isaiah 28:3, 4) lIsrael’s capital city, Sa-
maria, was like a ripe fig to Assyria, ready
to be plucked and swallowed. Israel’s gar-
landlike alliance with Syria was going to
be trampled. It would have no value when
the day of reckoning came. Even worse,
her crownlike glory of independence would
be crushed under the feet of the Assyrian
enemy. What a catastrophe!

‘Priest and Prophet Gone Astray’

9VYes, a terrible reckoning awaited Isra-
el, and just as Jehovah God had warned,
that reckoning came in the year 740 B.C.E.
when Samaria was destroyed by Assyria
and the northern kingdom ceased to exist
as an independent nation. What happened
to ancient Israel stands as a grim warning
to unfaithful false religion today, as we
shall see. But what of Israel’s sister king-
dom to the south, Judah? In Isaiah’s time
Jehovah’s temple still functioned in Jeru-
salem, the capital of Judah. The priesthood
still operated there, and prophets such as
Isaiah, Hosea, and Micah spoke in Jeho-
vah’s name. What message, then, did Jeho-
vah have for Judah?

Dlsaiah goes on to tell us: “These also

9. Why may Judah have expected a better mes-
sage from Jehovah than ancient Israel got?

10, 11. What disgusting situation existed in Ju-
dah?
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[that is, the priests and the prophets of
Jerusalem]—because of wine they have
gone astray and because of intoxicating
liquor they have wandered about. Priest
and prophet—they have gone astray be-
cause of intoxicating liquor.” (Isaiah 28:
7a) Evidently, Judah’s religious leaders
were also drunk. Likely, as in Israel, some
were drunkards in a literal sense, and if
so, this was a disgrace. God’s Law specif-
ically prohibited strong drink to priests
when they were serving in the temple.
(Leviticus 10:8-11) Literal drunkenness in
God’s house would have been a shocking
contravention of God’s Law.

1 More serious, though, there was spir-
itual drunkenness in Judah. Just as Israel
had aligned herself with Syria against Ju-
dah, so Judah sought security through an
alliance with Assyria. (2 Kings 16:5-9)
Despite the presence of God’s temple and
his prophets, Judah put faith in humans
when she should have trusted Jehovah.
Moreover, having formed such an ill-
advised alliance, her leaders felt as care-
free as their spiritually drunken neighbors
to the north. Their irresponsible attitude
disgusted Jehovah.

Rlsaiah goes on to say: “They have
become confused as a result of the wine,
they have wandered about as a result of
the intoxicating liquor; they have gone
astray in their seeing, they have reeled as
to decision. For the tables themselves have
all become full of filthy vomit—there is no
place without it.” (Isaiah 28:7b, 8) Likely,
in their drunken state, some literally vom-
ited in the temple. But even worse, the
priests and the prophets who should have
given religious guidance vomited forth
spiritual filth. Moreover, with the excep-
tion of a few faithful ones, the judgments
of the prophets were warped, and they

12. What would result from Judah’s spiritual
drunkenness?



foresaw false things for the nation. Jeho-
vah would punish Judah for this spiritual
uncleanness.

Spiritual Drunkards Today

BWere Isaiah’s prophecies fulfilled only
on ancient Israel and Judah? By no
means. Both Jesus and the apostle Paul
quoted his words about spiritual drunken-
ness and applied them to the religious
leaders of their time. (lsaiah 29:10, 13;
Matthew 15:8, 9; Romans 11:8) Today,
too, a situation like that in Isaiah’s time
has arisen—this time in Christendom,
a worldwide religious organization that
claims to represent God. Rather than tak-
ing a firm stand for truth and relying on
Jehovah, Christendom, Catholic and Prot-
estant, puts her faith in the world. She
thus staggers about unsteadily, like the
drunkards of Israel and Judah. The spiri-
tual drunkards of those ancient nations
well foreshadow the spiritual leaders of
Christendom today. Let us see exactly
how.

KULike Samaria and Jerusalem, Chris-
tendom has drunk deep of the wine of
political alliances. In 1919 she was among
the foremost promoters of the League of
Nations. While Jesus said that Christians
would be no part of the world, Christen-
dom’s leaders cultivate relationships with
political leaders. (John 17:14-16) The
symbolic wine of such activity is stimulat-
ing to the clergy. (Compare Revelation
17:4.) They enjoy being consulted by pol-
iticians and associating with the great
ones of this world. As a result, they have
no true spiritual guidance to give. They

13. What parallel to the situation in Israel and
Judah existed in the first century C.E., and what
parallel exists today?

14. How are the religious leaders of Christen-
dom as drunk as were the leaders of ancient
Samaria and Jerusalem?

vomit out uncleanness rather than speak-
ing the pure message of truth. (Zephaniah
3:9) With their vision blurred and con-
fused, they are no safe guides for man-
kind.—Matthew 15:14.

“Command Upon Command”

5in the eighth century B.C.E., Isaiah
exposed the wrong course of the spiritual
leaders of Judah in particular. How did
they respond? They hated it! When Isaiah
persisted in proclaiming God’s warnings,
the religious leaders retorted: “Whom will
one instruct in knowledge, and whom will
one make understand what has been heard?
Those who have been weaned from the
milk, those moved away from the breasts?”
(Isaiah 28:9) Yes, did Isaiah think he was
talking to little babies? Jerusalem’s reli-
gious leaders considered themselves to be
grown men, fully capable of making deci-
sions for themselves. They did not need to
listen to the nagging reminders of Isaiah.

BThose religionists even made a joke of
Isaiah’s preaching work. They chanted at
him: “For it is ‘command upon command,
command upon command, measuring line
upon measuring line, measuring line upon
measuring line, here a little, there a lit-
tie.”” (Isaiah 28:10) ‘Isaiah keeps repeating
himself,” they claimed. ‘He keeps saying:
“This is what Jehovah has commanded!
This is what Jehovah has commanded! This
is Jehovah’s standard! This is Jehovah’s
standard!”’ In the original Hebrew, Isaiah
28:10 is a repetitious rhyme, rather like a
child’s nursery rhyme. And that is how the
prophet seemed to the religious leaders,
repetitious and childish.

I7In the first century C.E., the preach-
ing of Jesus and his disciples sounded

15, 16. How did lIsaiah’s contemporaries re-
spend to his warnings?

17. How do many today react to the warning
message proclaimed by Jehovah’s Witnesses?
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similarly repetitious and unsophisticated.
Those who followed Jesus were viewed by
the Jewish religious leaders as accursed,
unsophisticated yokels, men unlettered
and ordinary. (John 7:47-49; Acts 4:13)
Jehovah’s Witnesses today are often
viewed in the same way. They have not
attended Christendom’ seminaries, and
they do not use high-sounding titles or
theological terminology as do the clergy.
So the high ones in Christendom look
down on them, imagining that they should
know their place and give these religious
leaders more respect.

B However, there is something that

those religious leaders overlook. Even
though the great ones of Isaiah’s day re-
jected his message, he was speaking the
truth, and his warnings came true! Simi-
larly, the warnings Jehovah’s Witnesses
utter today are true, solidly based on
God’s Word of truth, the Bible. (John
17:17) Hence, they will be fulfilled.

The Reckoning

19At Isaiah 28:11, we read: “For by
those stammering with their lips and by a
different tongue he will speak to this peo-
pie.” Isaiah’s teaching sounded to Judah
like foreign babble. Although Judah sur-
vived the Assyrian menace that over-
whelmed Israel, in time Jehovah dealt
with Judah by means of another foreigner,
Nebuchadnezzar. (Jeremiah 5:15-17) The
Babylonian language sounded harsh and
stammering to those Hebrews. But they
were forced to listen to it when Jeru-
salem and its temple were destroyed in
607 B.C.E. and the inhabitants were
dragged off into Babylonian exile. In the
same way today, Christendom will soon
have to suffer because, like Judah of old,
she ignores Jehovah’s exhortations.
18. What do religious leaders today overlook?
19. How was Judah forced to pay heed to for-
eigners speaking a stammering language?
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ADThe prophecy says of such ones”
“Those to whom he has said: ‘This is the
resting-place. Give rest to the weary one.
And this is the place of ease,” but who
were not willing to hear. And to them
the word of Jehovah will certainly be-
come ‘command upon command, command
upon command, measuring line upon mea-
suring line, measuring line upon measur-
ing line, here a little, there a little,” in
order that they may go and certainly
stumble backwards and actually be bro-
ken and ensnared and caught.”—Isaiah
28:12, 13.

2 Incessantly, just as Isaiah spoke God’s
message, Jehovah’s Witnesses tell Chris-
tendom that she should rest her hope in
Jehovah’s word. But she refuses to listen.
To her, the Witnesses seem to be babbling
in a foreign tongue. They speak a lan-
guage she cannot understand. Christen-
dom refuses to give rest to the weary one
by telling about God’s Kingdom and the
new world to come. Rather, she is drunk
with the wine of her relationship with this

20, 21. What do Jehovah’s Witnesses incessant-
ly proclaim, but what do the leaders of Christen-
dom refuse to do?

Can You Explain?

O Who were the drunkards of
Ephraim, and what made them
drunk?

O How were the eminent crowns of
the drunkards of Ephraim trampled
down?

O What disgraceful situation in Ju-
dah did Isaiah expose?

O Where today do we see spiritual
drunkenness?

O Why should Christendom heed
what happened to the ancient nation
of Judah?



world. She prefers to support political so-
lutions to mankind’s problems. Like the
Jews of Jesus’ day, she has not sought the
Kingdom resting-place herself, and she
will not tell others about it.—Matthew
23:13.

effect his “command upon command, mea-
suring line upon measuring line,” and the
result will be catastrophic for Christen-
dom. Her religious leaders and their flocks
will “be broken and ensnared and caught.”
Yes, like Jerusalem of old, Christen-

2  Hence, Isaiah’s prophetic words putdom’s religious systems will be utterly

the clergy on notice that Jehovah will not
always speak by means of His harmless
Witnesses. Soon, Jehovah will carry into

22. Of what does Jehovah put the leaders of
Christendom on notice?

destroyed. What a shocking, unexpected
development that will be! And what a
frightful outcome because the clergy pre-
fer spiritual drunkenness to Jehovah’s re-
minders!

Their refuge—A lie!

“Wehave made a lie our refuge and infalsehood we have concealed ourselves. ”
— ISAIAH 28:15.

O THOSE words apply to Christen-

dom today as they did to the an-

cient two-tribe kingdom of Judah?

Surely, they do! And that parallel

ill for modern-day Christendom. It means

that catastrophe will soon overtake that
apostate religious organization.

2To the north of Judah was the ten-

tribe kingdom of Israel. When Israel

proved faithless, Jehovah allowed her to

be conquered by Assyria in 740 B.C.E.

Her sister kingdom, Judah, witnessed this

tragic event but clearly felt that such a

thing would never happen to her. ‘Why,’

her leaders boasted, ‘is not Jehovah’s tern-

pie in Jerusalem? Are we not God’s fa-

vored people? Do not our priests and

1, 2. (a) Which organization today should take
note of what happened to the ancient kingdom of
Judah? (b) What misplaced confidence did Judah
have?

prophets speak in Jehovah’s name?’ (Com-
pare Jeremiah 7:4, 8-11.) Those religious
leaders were confident that they were

bodafe. But they were wrong! They were just

as faithless as their northern kinsmen. So,
what happened to Samaria would also hap-
pen to Jerusalem.

3 In a similar way, Christendom claims

to have a special relationship with God.
‘Why,” she boasts, ‘we have tens of thou-
sands of churches and a professional cler-
gy, as well as hundreds of millions of
adherents. We also possess the Bible, and
we use the name of Jesus in our worship.
Surely, we are favored by God!” But what
happened to ancient Jerusalem stands as
a stern warning. Despite recent extraordi-
nary political developments, we know that
3. Why does Christendom feel confident as to
the future, but is there good reason for her
confidence?
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Jehovah will soon act decisively against
Christendom and all other false religions.

“A Covenant With Death”

41n ancient times, unfaithful Jerusalem
received many warnings through God’s
true prophets, but she did not believe
them. Instead, she bragged that death
would never take her down into Sheol, the
grave, as it had taken the northern king-
dom of Israel down. lsaiah the prophet
was inspired to say to Judah: “Therefore
hear the word of Jehovah, you braggarts,
you rulers of this people who are in Jeru-
salem: Because you men have said: ‘We
have concluded a covenant with Death;
and with Sheol we have effected a vi-
sion; the overflowing flash flood, in case
it should pass through, will not come to
us, for we have made a lie our refuge
and in falsehood we have concealed our-
selves.””—Isaiah 28:14, 15.

5Yes, Jerusalem’s leaders thought they
had an agreement, as it were, with death
and Sheol so that their city would be pre-
served. But did Jerusalem’s supposed cov-
enant with death mean that she had re-
pented of her sins and now trusted in
Jehovah for salvation? (Jeremiah 8:6, 7)
Not at all! Rather, she turned to human
political rulers for help. But her reliance
on worldly allies was a delusion, a lie. The
worldlings she trusted could not save her.
And since she abandoned Jehovah, Jeho-
vah abandoned Jerusalem. It happened
just as the prophet Azariah had warned
King Asa: “Jehovah is with you as long as
you prove to be with him; and if you
search for him, he will let himself be found
by you, but if you leave him he will leave
you.”—2 Chronicles 15:2.

4. What covenant did Judah think she had
made?

5. (a) What was Judah’s supposed covenant
with death? (b) What warning given to King Asa
had Judah forgotten?
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6Confident in their political alliances,
Jerusalem’s leaders were sure that no
“overflowing flash flood” of invading ar-
mies would come near them to disturb
their peace and security. When threatened
by an alliance of Israel and Syria, Judah
turned to Assyria for help. (2 Kings 16:
5-9) Later, when menaced by the military
forces of Babylon, she appealed to Egypt
for support and Pharaoh responded, send-
ing an army to help.—Jeremiah 37:5-8;
Ezekiel 17:11-15.

7But Babylon’s armies were too power-
ful, and Egypt’s troops had to withdraw.
Jerusalem’s placing confidence in Egypt
proved to be a mistake, and in 607 B.C.E.,
Jehovah abandoned her to the destruction
he had foretold. So Jerusalem’s rulers and
priests were wrong! Their trust in worldly
alliances for peace and security was “a lie”
that was swept away by the flash flood of
Babylon’s armies.

Rejecting the “Tried Stone”

8ls there a parallel situation today?
Yes, there is. The clergy of Christendom
also feel that no calamity will overtake
them. In effect, they say as Isaiah fore-
told: “We have concluded a covenant with
Death; and with Sheol we have effected a
vision; the overflowing flash flood, in case
it should pass through, will not come to
us, for we have made a lie our refuge and
in falsehood we have concealed ourselves.”
(Isaiah 28:15) Like ancient Jerusalem,
Christendom looks to worldly alliances for
security, and her clergy refuse to take
refuge in Jehovah. Why, they do not even
use his name, and they mock and perse-
cute those who do honor that name. Chris-
tendom’s clergy have done just what the
Jewish chief priests in the first century

6, 7. What steps did Judah take to ensure her
security, but with what final result?

8. How has Christendom taken a position very
much like that of ancient Judah?



did when they rejected Christ. They have
said, in effect, “We have no king but Cae-
sar.”—John 19:15.

9Today, Jehovah’s Witnesses warn that
a flood of executional armies will soon
sweep over Christendom. Moreover, they
point to the true place of refuge from that
flood. They quote Isaiah 28:16, which says:
“This is what the Sovereign Lord Jehovah
has said: ‘Here | am laying as a foundation
in Zion a stone, a tried stone, the precious
corner of a sure foundation. No one exer-
cising faith will get panicky.”” Who is this
‘precious cornerstone’? The apostle Peter
quoted these words and applied them to
Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:6) If Christendom
had sought peace with Jehovah’s King,
Jesus Christ, then she would have avoided
the coming flash flood.—Compare Luke
19:42-44.

OHowever, she has not done so. In-
stead, in her quest for peace and security,
she insinuates herself into the favor of the
political leaders of the nations—this de-
spite the Bible’s warning that friendship
with the world is enmity with God. (James
4:4) Moreover, in 1919 she strongly advo-
cated the League of Nations as man’s best
hope for peace. Since 1945 she has put
her hope in the United Nations. (Compare
Revelation 17:3, 11.) How extensive is her
involvement with this organization?

11A recent book gives an idea when
it states: “No less than twenty-four Catho-
lie organizations are represented at the
UN. Several of the world’s religious lead-
ers have visited the international or-
ganization. Most memorable were the
visits of His Holiness Pope Paul VI dur-

9. (a) Who is warning Christendom today in the
same way that lIsaiah warned Judah? (b) To
whom should Christendom turn?

10. What involvements has Christendom culti-
vated?

11. What representation does religion have at
the UN?

ing the General Assembly in 1965 and of
Pope John Paul 11 in 1979. Many religions
have special invocations, prayers, hymns
and services for the United Nations. The
most important examples are those of the
Catholic, the Unitarian-Universalist, the
Baptist and the Bahai faiths.”

HIGH HOPES VOICED FOR
THE UNITED NATIONS

“For the first time since World War I

the international community is united.

The leadership of the United Nations,
once only a hoped-for ideal, is now
confirming its founders’ vision. . . .

The world can therefore seize this oppor-
tunity to fulfill the long-held promise
of a new world order.”

—President Bush of the United States in his State of
the Union message to that nation, January 29, 1991

Vain Hopes for Peace

2 0One of the world’s most powerful po-
litical leaders echoed the hopes of many
when he said: “This generation of people
on earth may witness the advent of an
irreversible period of peace in the history
of civilization.” Was he right? Do recent
developments mean that the warnings Je-
hovah’s Witnesses have issued concerning
Jehovah’s execution of judgment on the
nations will not come true? Are Jehovah’s
Witnesses wrong?

BNo, they are not wrong. They know
they are telling the truth because they put
their trust in Jehovah and in the Bible,
which is God’s own Word of truth. Titus
1:2 says: “God . . . cannot lie.” So they
have full confidence that when a Bible
prophecy says that a certain thing will
happen, it will without fail come to pass.
12, 13. Despite widespread hopes that peace is
on the horizon, why are Jehovah’s Witnesses
confident that their warnings are true?
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Jehovah himself states: “So my word that
goes forth from my mouth will prove to be.
It will not return to me without results,
but it will certainly do that in which |
have delighted.”—lsaiah 55:11.

HUin the years before the destruction of
Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E., Jeremiah report-
ed that the leaders were crying, “There is
peace! There is peace!” (Jeremiah 8:11)
However, that was a lie. Jerusalem was
destroyed in fulfillment of the inspired
warnings of Jehovah’s true prophets. The
apostle Paul warned that something simi-
lar would happen in our day. He said that
men would be crying “Peace and security!”
But then, he said, “sudden destruction”
would be “instantly upon them.”—1 Thes-
salonians 5:3.

B As we entered the 1990’s, newspapers
and magazines everywhere were saying
that the Cold War is over and that world
peace is at last in sight. But then a shoot-
ing war broke out in the Middle East.
However, sooner or later the world situa-
tion will develop to the point where the
cry of “Peace and security!” prophesied at
1 Thessalonians 5:2, 3 will increase to a
climax. With our hopes firmly anchored in
God’s Word, we know that, as that climax
is reached, God’s judgments will be exe-
cuted swiftly and unerringly. No patched-
up peace and security pronouncements
should make us think that destruction
foretold by God will not come. Jehovah’s
judgments are unchangeably recorded in
his Word the Bible. Christendom, along
with all other false religion, will be de-
stroyed. And then Jehovah’s destructive
judgments will be expressed against the

14, 15. (a) What were the leaders of Judah pro-
claiming shortly before Jerusalem’s destruction
in 607 B.C.E.? (b) What did Paul foretell would
be proclaimed before sudden destruction would
come upon this world? (c) What can we expect
at the climax of the proclamation prophesied at
1 Thessalonians 5:3?
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rest of Satan’s world. (2 Thessalonians 1:
6-8; 2:8; Revelation 18:21; 19:19-21) Since
Jehovah’s Witnesses are confident that
Jehovah will fulfill his word, they continue
to keep on the watch under the guidance
of the faithful and discreet slave class and
carefully observe how world events unfold.
(Matthew 24:45-47) Certainly, no peace-
making efforts of man should make us
think that Jehovah has abandoned his
purpose to bring a flash flood of destrue-
tion on sin-laden Christendom.

‘God Is Our Refuge’

1BSome may take offense at the frank-
ness of Jehovah’s Witnesses in proclaim-
ing this. However, when they say that
Christendom’s religious rulers have taken
refuge in a lying arrangement, they mere-
ly relate what the Bible says. When they
say that Christendom deserves punish-
ment because she has become a part of the
world, they merely report what God him-
self says in the Bible. (Philippians 3:
18, 19) Moreover, because Christendom
puts her confidence in the schemes pro-
posed by this world, she actually supports
the god of this world, Satan the Devil, who
Jesus said is the father of the lie.—John
8:44; 2 Corinthians 4:4.

I/ Therefore, Jehovah’s Witnesses de-
clare: As for us, we do not encourage false
hopes of world peace because of the chang-
ing political scene. Instead, we echo the
words of the psalmist: “God is a refuge
for us. . .. The sons of earthling man are
an exhalation, the sons of mankind are a
lie. When laid upon the scales they are
all together lighter than an exhalation.”
(Psalm 62:8, 9) Human schemes to pro-
mote and preserve Christendom and the
rest of this system of things are a false-
hood, a lie! All of them put together have

16, 17. How do Jehovah’s Witnesses respond if
some take offense at the frankness of their mes-
sage?



no more power to forestall Jehovah’s pur-
poses than does a mouthful of hot air!

18Jehovah’s Witnesses also quote
Psalm 33, verses 17 to 19, which declares:
“The horse [of Egypt, symbolizing war-
fare] is a deception for salvation, and by
the abundance of its vital energy it does
not afford escape. Look! The eye of Jeho-
vah is toward those fearing him, to those
waiting for his loving-kindness, to deliver
their soul from death itself, and to pre-
serve them alive in famine.” Today, true
Christians trust in Jehovah and in his
heavenly Kingdom, the only arrangement
that can bring permanent peace.

Christendom “a Trampling Place”

1To trust any man-made substitute for
God’s Kingdom makes that substitute an
image, an object of worship. (Revelation
13:14, 15) Thus, encouraging reliance on
political institutions, such as the United
Nations, for peace and security is an illu-
sion, a lie. Concerning such objects of
false hopes, Jeremiah says: “His molten
image is a falsehood, and there is no spirit
in them. They are vanity, a work of mock-
ery. In the time of their being given at-
tention they will perish.” (Jeremiah 10:
14, 15) Therefore, the war-horses of anti-
typical Egypt, that is, the military-
political might of the nations today, will
not protect the religious realm of Chris-
tendom in her day of crisis. The alliance
of Christendom’s religions with this world
will surely fail to protect them.

D Christendom rested her hopes in the
League of Nations, but it was overturned

18. What warning of the psalmist is appropriate
today?

19. Why is reliance on political organizations to
bring world peace an illusion?

20. 21. (a) What happened to the League of
Nations, and why will the United Nations fare
no better? (b) How did Isaiah show that Chris-
tendom’s alliances with the world will not save
her?

even without the coming of Armageddon.
Now she has transferred her allegiance to
the United Nations. But it will soon have
to face “the war of the great day of God
the Almighty,” and it will not survive.
(Revelation 16:14) Even a revived UN
can never bring peace and security. God’s
prophetic Word shows that the United
Nations organization with its member na-
tions “will battle with the Lamb [Christ in
Kingdom power], but, because he is Lord
of lords and King of kings, the Lamb will
conquer them.”—Revelation 17:14.

2L Jehovah’s Witnesses confidently say

that there is no salvation for Christendom
in her alliances with Satan’s world. And
when they say this, they are merely point-
ing out what the Bible itself says. Isaiah
28:17, 18 quotes Jehovah as saying: “I will
make justice the measuring line and righ-
teousness the leveling instrument; and
the hail must sweep away the refuge of a
lie, and the waters themselves will flood
out the very place of concealment. And
your covenant with Death will certainly be
dissolved, and that vision of yours with
Sheol will not stand. The overflowing flash
flood, when it passes through—you must
also become for it a trampling place.”
22When Jehovah’s judicial decision is
carried out, it will be according to perfect
justice. And Christendom’s basis for con-
fidence, her “covenant with Death,” will be
completely swept away as if by a flash
flood. Isaiah goes on to say: “Morning by
morning it will pass through, during the
day and during the night; and it must
become nothing but a reason for quaking
to make others understand what has been
heard.” (Isaiah 28:19) How terrifying it
will be for onlookers to witness the full
power of Jehovah’s judgment! How aw-
ful for Christendom’s clergy and their

22. When perfect justice is applied to Christen-
dom, what will result?
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followers to find out, too late, that they
have trusted in a lie!

Jehovah’s Name “a Strong Tower”

We therefore invite all sheeplike persons
to take refuge in Jehovah and in his King-
dom by Christ. As a concealment place,
Jehovah is no falsehood! His Kingdom by

B But what of Jehovah’s Witnesses? Christ is no lie! Christendom’s refuge is a

Even in the face of international hatred
and persecution, they persist in keeping
separate from the world. They never for-
get that Jesus said of his followers: “They
are no part of the world, just as | am no
part of the world.” (John 17:16) Through-
out these last days, they have put their
trust in Jehovah’s Kingdom, not in human
schemes. Therefore, Christendom’s calam-
ity will not cause Jehovah’s Witnesses to
be terrified. As Isaiah foretold: “No one
exercising faith will get panicky.”—lsaiah
28:16.

24Proverbs 18:10 says: “The name of
Jehovah is a strong tower. Into it the
righteous runs and is given protection.”

23, 24. Rather than seeking security in this
world, what will Jehovah’s Witnesses do?

lie, but the refuge of true Christians is the
truth.

Can You Explain?

O How did ancient Judah take ref-
uge in a lie?

O In what way has Christendom
tried to conceal herself in falsehood?

O How did Isaiah warn Judah, and
how do Jehovah's Witnesses utter a
similar warning today?

0O How will Christendom find that
her confidence is misplaced?

O In contrast with Christendom,
what stand do Jehovah’s Witnesses
maintain?

Keep warning of

JEHOVAH’S UNUSUAL WORK

‘Jehovah

willrise up just as at Mount Perazim, he will he agitated

just as in the low plain near Gibeon. ”— ISAIAH 28:21.

STRANGE deed! A most unusual
A work! That is what Jehovah per-
formed in behalf of his people in
ancient times back in the 11th centu-

1, 2. What unusual work did Jehovah perform
in behalf of His people in David’s day?
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ry B.C.E. And this strange deed was a
pattern for an even more unusual work
that he is about to perform in the near
future. What was that ancient deed? Soon
after David was installed as king in
Jerusalem, the neighboring Philistines



launched an attack, and this triggered
Jehovah’s strange deed. First, the Philis-
tines began raiding in the low plain of
Rephaim. David asked Jehovah what he
should do and was instructed to go on the
offensive. Obeying Jehovah’s word, David
soundly defeated the mighty Philistine
army at Baal-perazim. But the Philistines
did not admit defeat. Soon they returned
to ravage and pillage some more in the
low plain of Rephaim, and David again
sought direction from Jehovah.

2This time he was told to go to the rear
of the Philistines with his troops. Jehovah
said: “When you hear the sound of a
marching in the tops of the baca bushes,
at that time you act with decision, be-
cause at that time Jehovah will have gone
out ahead of you to strike down the camp
of the Philistines.” And that is what hap-
pened. David waited until Jehovah pro-
duced the sound of marching in the top of
the baca bushes—perhaps by means of a
strong wind. Immediately, David and his
troops leapt out from concealment and
attacked the distracted Philistines, de-
feating them with a great slaughter. The
religious idols that the Philistines left
lying on the battlefield were gathered to-
gether and destroyed.—2 Samuel 5:17-25;
1 Chronicles 14:8-17.

3This was an unusual work, a strange
deed, accomplished by Jehovah against the
Philistines and in behalf of his anointed
king. This remarkable deed is of particu-
lar interest because the prophet Isaiah
warned that Jehovah would do something
equally strange and powerful against the
spiritual drunkards of Judah. Hence, the
unfaithful religious leaders of Isaiah’s day
needed to take note. Christendom today
should also take note because what hap-

3. Why was Jehovah’s strange deed of interest
to the Jews of Isaiah’s day, and why should it be
of interest to Christendom today?

pened to Judah was a pattern for Christen-
dom’s eventual fate.

“The Couch Has Proved Too Short”

4First, Isaiah exposed the fact that the
treaties in which those ancient spiritual
drunkards trusted were a deception, a lie.
Then he graphically illustrated the un-
comfortable situation of those hoping in
that lie. He said: “The couch has proved
too short for stretching oneself on, and
the woven sheet itself is too narrow when
wrapping oneself up.” (Isaiah 28:20) Any-
one stretching himself out on a bed that
is too short finds that his feet stick out in
the cold. On the other hand, if he draws
his knees up to accommodate the short-
ness of the bed, the bed covering is too
narrow and much of his body is still ex-
posed. No matter what he does, some part
of him is out in the cold.

5That was the situation, symbolically
speaking, of those in Isaiah’s day who put
their trust in the refuge of a lie. It is also
the uncomfortable situation of those who
today put their trust in Christendom’s
refuge of a lie. They are out in the cold,
as it were. This is no time for seeking
comfort within worldly arrangements for
peace and security. Under the shadow of
oncoming judgment acts by God, alliances
with political rulers will provide no warm
comfort for Christendom.

Jehovah’s Strange Deed

6Having graphically described the un-
comfortable situation of unfaithful Jeru-
salem of his day—and of modern unfaith-
ful Christendom—Isaiah went on to say:

4, 5. (a) How does lIsaiah graphically illustrate
the uncomfortable situation of religious leaders
of his day? (b) What is the cause of Christen-
dom’s discomfort today?

6. How was Jehovah going to act against Judah,
and how will he act against Christendom?
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“Jehovah will rise up just as at Mount
Perazim, he will be agitated just as in the
low plain near Gibeon, that he may do his
deed—his deed is strange—and that he
may work his work—his work is unusu-
al.” (Isaiah 28:21) Yes, Isaiah warned,
soon Jehovah would rise up as he did at
Baal-perazim. But this time he would act
against his faithless people, and he would
do so like an irresistible flood of water
pouring out through a gap in a crumbling
dam. Jerusalem’s covenant with death
would be shown to be null and void. In a
similar way, Jehovah will act in the near
future against Christendom, and she will
find that all her intoxicating agreements
with this world are meaningless. Her vast
organization will be broken up and her
adherents scattered. Her false gods will
be completely burned up.

7Why does lIsaiah call Jehovah’s act
against Jerusalem a strange and unusual
work? Well, Jerusalem was the seat of
Jehovah’s worship and the city of Jeho-
vah’s anointed king. (Psalm 132:11-18) As
such, it had never before been destroyed.
Its temple had never been burned. The
royal house of David, once established in
Jerusalem, had never been overthrown.
Such things were unthinkable. It was high-
ly unusual that Jehovah would contemplate
allowing such things to happen.

8But Jehovah gave fair warning through
his prophets that shocking events were
going to come to pass. (Micah 3:9-12) For
example, the prophet Habakkuk, who lived
in the seventh century B.C.E., said: “See,
you people, among the nations, and look on,
and stare in amazement at one another. Be
amazed; for there is an activity that one is

7. Why were Jehovah’s purposes with regard to
Judah termed “strange” and “unusual”?

8. What warning did Jehovah give of his coming
unusual act?
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carrying on in your days, which you people
will not believe although it is related. For
here | am raising up the Chaldeans, the
nation bitter and impetuous, which is going
to the wide-open places of earth in order to
take possession of residences not belonging
to it. Frightful and fear-inspiring it is.”
—Habakkuk 1:5-7.

9In 607 B.C.E., Jehovah fulfilled his
warning. Having permitted the Babylo-
nian armies to come against Jerusalem,
he allowed them to destroy both the city
and the temple. (Lamentations 2:7-9)
Moreover, he allowed Jerusalem to be de-
stroyed a second time. Why? Well, after
70 years of exile, repentant Jews returned
to their homeland, and eventually another
temple was built in Jerusalem. Again,
though, the Jews drifted away from Jeho-
vah. In the first century C.E., Paul quoted
the words of Habakkuk to the Jews of his
day, thus warning that there was to be a
future application of the prophecy. (Acts
13:40, 41) Jesus himself had specifically
warned that Jerusalem and its temple
would be destroyed because of lack of
faith on the part of the Jews. (Matthew
23:37-24:2) Did those first-century Jews
take heed? No. Like their forefathers,
they totally rejected Jehovah’s warning.
Hence, Jehovah repeated his strange
work. Jerusalem and its temple were de-
stroyed in 70 C.E. by means of the Roman
legions.

OWhy, then, should anyone think that
Jehovah will not do something similar in
our own time? The fact is, he will fulfill
his purpose even though it seems strange
and unusual to doubters. This time the
object of his action will be Christendom,

9. In what way did Jehovah fulfill his warning
against Jerusalem?
10. How will Jehovah act against Christendom
in the near future?



which, like ancient Judah, claims to wor-
ship God but has become hopelessly cor-
rupt. By his Greater David, Christ Jesus,
Jehovah will come upon Christendom’s
“Philistines” at an hour unexpected by
them. He will perform his unusual work
to the point of wiping out the last ves-
tiges of Christendom’s religious systems.
—Matthew 13:36-43; 2 Thessalonians 1:
6- 10.

Warning of Jehovah’s Act

N For many years Jehovah’s Witnesses
have warned of this coming judgment act
by Jehovah. They have pointed out that
the destruction of Jerusalem and its tern-
pie in 607 B.C.E. and again in 70 C.E.
were prophetic warnings of what is to
happen to Christendom. Moreover, they
have demonstrated that Christendom, be-
cause of her apostasy, has become a part
of the world empire of false religion, Bab-
ylon the Great. Because of this, God’s
judgments on Babylon the Great will es-
pecially be visited on Christendom, since
she is the guiltiest part of that Satanic
conglomerate.—Revelation 19:1-3.

PJehovah’s Witnesses have pointed to
the Bible’s prophetic warning that in Je-
hovah’s due time, Babylon the Great’s
political paramours will turn on her. Sym-
bolizing these as the ten horns of a
scarlet-colored wild beast, Revelation
warns: “The ten horns that you saw, and
the wild beast, these will hate the harlot
[Babylon the Great] and will make her
devastated and naked, and will eat up her
fleshy parts and will completely burn her
with fire.” (Revelation 17:16) Religious
Christendom will be burned and de-
stroyed along with all other false re-
ligions. This will be Jehovah’s strange
deed, his unusual work for our day.

11, 12. How have Jehovah’s Witnesses warned
of Jehovah’s coming judgments?

BWhen Jehovah’s Witnesses convey
the warning of this coming catastrophe,
they often meet up with mocking laugh-
ter. People wonder who they think they
are to say such things. Christendom
seems so stable, so well established. Why,
some feel that her position is even im-
proving. Governments that used to op-
press her have recently allowed greater
freedom of action. In fact, though, Chris-
tendom should heed Isaiah’s counsel: “Do
not show yourselves scoffers, in order
that your bands may not grow strong, for
there is an extermination, even some-
thing decided upon, that | have heard of
from the Sovereign Lord, Jehovah of ar-
mies, for all the land.”—Isaiah 28:22;
2 Peter 3:3, 4.

UFor the most part, Christendom will
continue to be antagonistic toward the
King and the Kingdom. (2 Thessalonians
2:3, 4, 8) At the same time, however, her
bands will become stronger and tighter.
In other words, her destruction will be-
come more and more certain. Jehovah will
not turn aside from his decision to have
Christendom destroyed any more than he
turned aside from his decision to allow
the destruction of Jerusalem and her tern-
pie in 607 B.C.E.

“Get Out Of Her”

BHow can anyone escape the fate of
Christendom? Back in the days of Israel,
Jehovah sent faithful prophets to recall
righthearted ones to pure worship. To-
day, he has raised up his Witnesses, now
numbering in the millions, for a simi-
lar purpose. They fearlessly expose the

13. How have the reactions to Jehovah’s warn-
ings today been similar to what Isaiah encoun-
tered?

14. How will Christendom’s bands become stron-
ger and tighter?

15. What way of escape is open to righthearted
individuals?
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Jehovah will repeat his strange act,
this time against Christendom

spiritually dead condition of Christen-
dom. In so doing, they faithfully echo
the plaguelike pronouncements of the
angelic trumpet blasts of Revelation
chapters 8 and 9. Moreover, they have
diligently publicized the exhortation re-
corded at Revelation 18:4: “Get out of her,
my people, ... if you do not want to
receive part of her plagues.” The “her”
referred to here is Babylon the Great, the
world empire of false religion, the fore-
most member of which is Christendom.

1 Since 1919, and particularly since

1922, a swelling crowd of meek ones, re-
sponding to that exhortation, have aban-
doned Babylon the Great. First thou-
sands, then hundreds of thousands, and

16. In what way have millions escaped from
false religion?
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now millions have separated themselves
from false religion, particularly Christen-
dom, and escaped to pure worship. (Isaiah
2:2-4) They know that only by thus leav-
ing Babylon the Great can they avoid
suffering her plagues, which will culmi-
nate in her destruction when the time
comes for Jehovah’s unusual work to be
accomplished.

I7The prophet Isaiah describes the hap-
py situation of those who take their stand
for pure worship. He says: “In that day
Jehovah of armies will become as a crown
of decoration and as a garland of beauty
to the ones remaining over of his people,
and as a spirit of justice to the one sitting
in the judgment, and as mightiness to
those turning away the battle from the
gate.”—lIsaiah 28:5, 6.

1BBecause of their loyalty to the truth,

17, 18. How has Jehovah become a crown of
decoration and a garland of beauty to his people?



Jehovabh is the undying crown of glory for
members of the faithful and discreet slave
class. This has especially been true since
1926. In that year the January 1 issue of
The Watch Tower stressed the vital need
to magnify Jehovah’s name in a stirring
article entitled “Who Will Honor Jeho-
vah?” Since then, anointed Christians
have published that name worldwide as
never before. In 1931 they became even
more closely identified with Jehovah by
accepting the name Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Moreover, a great crowd of other sheep
has also come out of Christendom and the
rest of Babylon the Great. These too have
embraced God’s name. The result? Jeho-
vah himself—rather than some tempo-
rary national independence—has become
a crown of decoration and a garland of
beauty for more than four million people
in some 212 lands and islands of the sea.
What an honor these have to bear the
name of the only living and true God!
—Revelation 7:3, 4, 9, 10; 15:4.

“Upon Him the Spirit of Jehovah
Must Settle Down”

ness the leveling instrument.” (Isaiah 28:
17) While spiritually drunken enemies
will be overwhelmed in destruction, jus-
tice will be done to Jehovah’s holy name
and universal sovereignty.

20What a magnificent meaning, then,
this prophecy of Isaiah chapter 28 has for
us today! If we stay clear of Christen-
dom’s spiritual drunkards and cling to
pure worship, we will be protected when
Jehovah does his strange deed and his
unusual work. How we rejoice to know
this! And how happy we are to reflect that
when these things come to pass, everyone
will be forced to know that Jehovah of
armies has acted in behalf of his faithful
people and for his own vindication by
Jesus Christ!—Psalm 83:17, 18.

2L So may all genuine Christians contin-

ue fearlessly to warn of Jehovah’s strange
deed. Let them persist in telling of his
unusual work. As they do, let them pro-
claim to all that our unshakable hope is
in God’s Kingdom under his enthroned
King. May their zeal, determination,
and loyalty contribute to the everlasting
praise of our almighty God, Jehovah.

D ToJesus, “the one sitting in the judg- —Psalm 146:1, 2, 10.

ment,” Jehovah has become “a spirit of
justice.” When Jesus was on earth, he
refused to be overcome by the intoxicat-
ing spirit of worldly alliances. Today, as
Jehovah’s enthroned King, he is filled
with holy spirit, which directs him in
making balanced, clear-sighted decisions.
In Jesus the prophecy has been fulfilled:
“Upon him the spirit of Jehovah must
settle down, the spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the spirit of counsel and
of mightiness, the spirit of knowledge and
of the fear of Jehovah.” (Isaiah 11:2) Tru-
ly, through Jesus, Jehovah will “make
justice the measuring line and righteous-

19. Who is the one sitting in judgment, and how
has Jehovah become a spirit of justice to him?

20, 21. In what way do the words of Isaiah 28:
1-22 affect you?

Can You Remember?

0O Why is Christendom in an uncom-
fortable situation?

O What did Jehovah purpose for Je-
rusalem, and why was this “strange”
and “unusual”?

O What warning have Jehovah's
Witnesses published with regard to
Christendom, and what reaction
have they encountered?

O How can people escape Christen-
dom'’s fate?
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Gilead graduates embark

ON A REWARDING WAY OF LIFE

« A v 7 HAT a happy occasion this is,
\ X / the graduation of the 90th
V'V class of Gilead!" With those

words, the chairman, Karl F. Klein of the
Governing Body, introduced the graduation
program. Recalling when the Watchtower
Bible School of Gilead began, he added: “Who
would have thought, back in 1943, when the
first class of Gilead graduated that 48 years
later we would still be coming together for
the graduation of yet another class—the
90th?”

Yet, on March 3, 1991, an unseasonably
warm day in New Jersey, over 4,000 invited
guests and members of the Bethel family
gathered at the Jersey City Assembly Hall,
just across the river from New York City, for
the graduation of these new missionaries.
Before embarking on missionary life, the
graduates would receive some parting coun-
sel on this their graduation day.

The program had opened with a song.
Afterward, all in attendance were deeply
touched when Frederick W. Franz, the

90th Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead

In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back and names are listed from left to right in each row.
(1) Miller, M.; Helenius, S.; Marsh, L; Kleeman.A.; Loosli,Y.; Nizan, H.(2)Skogen, R.; Nutter, D.; Noack, E.;
Diehl, L; Hair, J. (3) Marsh,C.; Helenius, H.; Loosli, M.; Danio, A.; Danio, A.; Nizan, D. (4) Miller, L; Noack, J.;

Hair, L; Kleeman, W.; Skogen, D.; Diehl, S.; Nutter, W.
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97-year-old president of the Watchtower Bi-
ble School of Gilead, offered the opening
prayer. Then, after the introductory remarks
by the chairman, the graduates—and all in
attendance—listened with interest to a se-
ries of short, practical talks.

Max H. Larson of the Factory Committee
spoke first, on the theme “Fellow Workers
With Jehovah.” After drawing attention to
the ark of preservation that Noah and his
family built, he said: ‘Today Jehovah is gath-
ering a worldwide family of millions, and he
purposes to take this large family through
the great tribulation.” How? Why, by means
of the modern-day ark—the spiritual para-
dise! “You,” he reminded the graduates, ‘will
be going to various parts of the earth, where
you will be fellow workers with Jehovah
in building the modern-day ark.” Prepar-
ing them for what lay ahead, he said: ‘It is
going to take work on your part. It is going
to take patience. You are going to encounter
obstacles. Here is where you will need the
skills your training has given you.’

Daniel Sydlik, a member of the Governing
Body, had recently visited with longtime
missionaries in Japan and Costa Rica. Devel-
oping the theme “Yours Is a Rewarding Way
of Life,” he shared some of the helpful sug-
gestions he had gleaned from these success-
ful missionaries. One sister, he explained,
passed along some advice her mother had
given her: ‘Love the field service. Make
friends with people. Share your life with
others, and it will mean happiness for you.’
Another sister said: Over the years, we have
come to appreciate that if we do not expect
too much from others, we will not easily
be disappointed. Any act of kindness and
thoughtfulness that comes our way means
that much more to us.” Applying such practi-
cal advice will no doubt help the graduates to
become successful missionaries themselves.

“Be long-suffering toward all,” says 1 Thes-
salonians 5:14. Leon Weaver of the Service
Department Committee commented on this

text as he spoke on the theme “Be Patient in
All Your Activities.” Who are included in the
“all” toward whom we must exercise pa-
tience? The speaker answered: Those you will
meet in the field service. The brothers and
sisters in your new congregation. Your fellow
missionaries. Those in the branch. Your mate.
Yourself.”Why be patient in all our activities?
‘Brothers and sisters,’the speaker explained,
‘patience reduces stress and anxiety. Pa-
tience makes for peace. Patience keeps hope
alive. Patience helps us maintain our joy in
serving.’

Albert D. Schroeder, a member of the
Governing Body and the original registrar of
Gilead School, spoke next. Speaking on the
theme “Keep Following Your Model—Jesus
Christ,” he based his comments on Philippi-
ans chapter 2. “Keep this mental attitude
[“This be you minding,” footnote] in you that
was also in Christ Jesus,” says verse 5. This
indicates,” explained the speaker, ‘that we
need to have balanced thinking, even as
Jesus himself had balanced thinking.” Start-
ing with verse 6, he next made an interesting
analysis, showing that Paul first gives evi-
dences that Jesus had balanced thinking
(verses 6-8) and then outlines the ways in
which Jehovah rewarded him for his obedient
course (verses 9-11). ‘This is part of your
privilege,” he concluded, ‘1o be preaching the
Lord Jesus Christ, helping others to have the
same mental attitude that he had.’

What parting words would the school’s
instructors have for their students? Jack
D. Redford spoke on the theme “Thinking

Class Statistics

Number of countries represented: 6
Number of countries assigned to: 10
Total number of students: 24

Average age: 31.2

Average years in truth: 15

Average years in full-time ministry: 11
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Ability Will Keep Guard Over You.” (Prov-
erbs 2:10, 11) ‘As you go out now,’ he ex-
plained, ‘your happiness is not going to de-
pend on who you are or what you have or even
the fact that you are a Gilead graduate. Your
happiness will depend on how you think. If
you exercise your thinking ability and apply
your knowledge, you will be happy.’ Showing
the importance of thinking ability, he ex-
plained: ‘The difference between right action
and wrong action is thought. What you think
determines what you do.” J. D. Redford con-
eluded with these words of encouragement to
the students: There are many very intelli-
gent people in the world who are poor think-
ers, and there are many people of average
intelligence who have become skilled think-
ers. So acquire that skill. Be determined to
use your mind. Use your knowledge. Cope
with problems. Get along with people. Accept
authority. Be productive in your work. En-
dure in your assignment.’

Ulysses V. Glass, the registrar of the
school, chose the theme “Jehovah Is Support-
ing Our Hand,” based on Psalm 37:23, 24. T
must commend this class,” he observed, ‘on
their interest in learning.” He reminded
them of some of the helps that Jehovah
provided in their support—God’s Word, the
faithful and discreet slave under the direc-
tion of Jesus to give meaning and under-
standing to the Scriptures, various publica-
tions, meetings, and conventions. The helps
that you have used in your studies,” he con-
tinued, ‘are like a spiritual staff and rod. We
need them for our spiritual support, and they
also enable us to speak with authority in
transmitting God’s Word to others.” In con-
elusion he had these words of advice for the
students: ‘If your heart is filled with love for
people, honest hearts will respond. You will
be successful in your ministry, and you will
know that Jehovah is supporting your hand.’

The final speaker on the morning program
was Carey W. Barber of the Governing Body,
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who chose the theme “Go Through the Nar-
row Door.” Commenting on Luke 13:23, 24,
he noted: ‘Many want the blessings of life,
but very few are willing to exert themselves
vigorously enough to obtain them.” What
about us? Tt is good for us to ask ourselves,
“What does this picture of the narrow door
mean to me personally?”* Those who fail to
go through the narrow door fail, not because
it is impossible, but because they are unwill”
ing to exert themselves. ‘Jehovah is not
asking too much of us,” the speaker ex-
plained. With Jehovah’s help,”he concluded,
‘may all of us joyfully exert sufficient vigor to
squeeze through the narrow door into the
new world of everlasting life, peace, joy, and
happiness, to Jehovah’s eternal glory!’
Following these remarks, the chairman
conveyed the greetings received from various
parts of the earth. The time had now arrived
for the graduates to receive their diplomas.
The students had come from six countries
—Canada, Finland, Germany, Great Britain,
Switzerland, and the United States. Their
assignments, though, will take them to such
lands as Argentina, Benin, Bolivia, Domin-
ican Republic, Papua New Guinea, Peru,
St. Lucia, and Taiwan. And how did the
graduates feel on their graduation day? In a
touching letter addressed to the Governing
Body and the Bethel family, they said in part:

In Our Next Issue

m Soon No More Sickness
or Death!

m Saving Life With Blood— How?

m Youths— Will You Pass the Test
of Christian Loyalty?



“We are confident of the backing of the
Governing Body, the Bethel family, and Je-
hovah’s entire organization. As we face trials
ahead, that backing is something we will
treasure. For this we are indeed grateful.”
After an intermission, the afternoon pro-
gram began with an abbreviated Watchtower
Study, conducted by Karl A. Adams. After
that, the students enacted true-life experi-
ences of aiming for the heart in teaching

God’s Word. Finally, all in attendance, in-
eluding the graduates of the 90th class, en-
joyed a timely drama entitled Avoid Life's
Anxieties, presented by local publishers.

The chairman, Karl Klein, spoke for all
when he said in his concluding remarks:
“Truly it has been good for us to have been
here on this third day of March 1991!” The
delightful program then ended with a closing
song, followed by a prayer by Harold J. Dies.

Kingdom Proclaimers Report
Conduct That Adorns Our Christian Ministry

THE apostle Peter admonish-
es Christians: “Maintain your
conduct fine among the na-
tions.” (1 Peter 2:12) The apos-
tie Paul shows that by our good
conduct, we “adorn the teach-
ing of our Savior, God, in all
things.” (Titus 2:10) Jehovah’s
Witnesses all over the world
have a reputation for good con-
duct. Notice some examples.

Teacher’s Impression
of Good Conduct

0O The Watch Tower Soci-
ety’s branch office in Costa
Rica reports that a large num-
ber of young people in that
country set a fine example. One
brother tells what drew him to
the truth. He relates: “The thing
that attracted me most was the
fine conduct of both youths
and adults but especially the
youths. While working as a
teacher, | had the opportunity
to observe closely the Witness-
es at my school. And since |
boarded with a family of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses, | observed the
conduct of the children there
too.

“l could not help but notice
the difference between the stu-
dents who were Witnesses
and the other students in my
school. The Witnesses were
always punctual and well-
behaved, never lied, and always
did their assignments. | also
noted that they were honest
when taking exams, even
though the other students gen-
erally cheated. Furthermore,
they were very polite and re-
spectful to me as their teacher.
Impressed by the young Wit-
nesses at school and in the
home where | boarded, | started
to investigate this religion and
eventually accepted the truth.”

Good Results From Christian

Conduct at a Convention

O One of Jehovah’s Witness-
es in a congregation in the
western part of El Salvador de-
sired to share the good news of
the Kingdom with his two flesh-
ly brothers. One listened and
began studying the Bible with
Jehovah’s Witnesses. The other
brother belonged to the Evan-
gelical church called Prince of

Peace, and he said to his broth-
er. “Don't talk to me; you are
serving the interests of the
Devil.”

When the time came for the
district convention, the one who
was studying invited his brother
to go with him to the conven-
tion. The brother said: “All right,
'l go along; I'm going just to
see where | can catch the Wit-
nesses.” The two brothers at-
tended the convention togeth-
er. The large attendance and
the good order at the conven-
tion impressed the Evangelical,
who said he had never seen
anything like it before. When he
got home, he said to his broth-
er: “Give me your hand.” “What
is this all about?” asked his
brother. “Just give me your
hand,” was the reply. They
shook hands, and the brother
who had belonged to the Evan-
gelical church stated: “From
now on I'm going to study with
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Really, |
didn't know what | was miss-
ing.” Now he too is an active
and zealous proclaimer of the
good news of God’s Kingdom.
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Questions From Readers

m Is it fitting for a Christian woman to use jewelry or makeup, dye
her hair, or follow similar practices?

In the past and in our day, some
who claim to follow the Bible have
developed strong but very differ-
ent viewpoints on adornment/

Women in certain churches to-
tally shun makeup and jewelry.
For instance, the book The Amish
People reports that they “restrict
their physical appearance be-
cause they feel that any member
who has a lively interest in worldly
appearance is threatened, since
[that] interest should be focused
upon spiritual considerations rath-
er than physical. Some . . . will
quote the Scriptures.”

The scripture then quoted was
1 Samuel 16:7: “Jehovah said to
Samuel: ‘Do not look at his ap-
pearance and at the height of his
stature . .. Mere man sees what
appears to the eyes; but as for
Jehovah, he sees what the heart
is.”” However, that text had ref-
erence to the height of David’s
brother Eliab. It is plain from the
context that God was not com-

* In the third century C.E., Tertullian
claimed that women “who rub their
skin with medicaments, stain their
cheeks with rouge, make their eyes
prominent with [black] antimony, sin
against Him.” He also criticized those
who dye their hair. Misapplying Jesus’
words at Matthew 5:36, Tertullian
charged: “They refute the Lord! ‘Be-
hold!" say they, ‘instead of white or
black, we make [our hair] yellow." He
added: “You can even find persons
who are ashamed that they are old,
and try to turn their white hair to
black.” That was Tertullian’s personal
opinion. But he was distorting mat-
ters, for his whole argument was
based on his view that women are the
cause of human damnation, so they
should walk about as Eve, mourning
and repentant’ over the ‘ignominy of
the first sin.’ The Bible says no such
thing; God held Adam responsible for
mankind’s sinfulness. —Romans 5:
12-14; 1 Timothy 2:13, 14.

menting here on grooming prac-

tices, such as whether David or
his brothers groomed their hair
or used decorative items on

their garments.—Genesis 38:18;
2 Samuel 14:25, 26; Luke 15:22.

This illustrates that some who
hold that Christians should be dis-
tinctly plain, using no makeup or
jewelry, seek support through mis-
applied scriptures. The Bible in
fact provides no detailed discus-
sion of grooming; neither does it
approve of certain cosmetic prac-
tices while prohibiting others.
What it does give is reasonable
guidelines. Let us consider these
and see how they can be applied
today.

The apostle Paul offered the
inspired guidance: ‘I desire the
women to adorn themselves in
well-arranged dress, with modesty
and soundness of mind, not with
styles of hair braiding and gold
or pearls or very expensive garb.”
(1 Timothy 2:9) Peter wrote simi-
larly: “Do not let your adornment
be that of the external braiding of
the hair and of the putting on of
gold ornaments or the wearing of
outer garments, but let it be the
secret person of the heart in the
incorruptible apparel of the quiet
and mild spirit, which is of great
value in the eyes of God.”T -~ Pe-
ter 3:3, 4.

The Greek words there ren-
dered “adorn,” “well-arranged,”
and “adornment” are forms of Ko -
SMOS, which is also the root of the
word “cosmetic,” meaning “making
for beauty especially] of the com-
plexion.” So those texts help us to
answer questions about the use of
cosmetics or makeup, jewelry, and
other aspects of feminine adorn-
ment.
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Did Paul and Peter mean that
Christians must avoid braiding
their hair, wearing pearls and gold
jewelry, or, by extension, using
cosmetics? No. To claim that to
be their meaning would require
Christian sisters also to avoid
‘wearing outer garments.’Yet, Dor-
cas, whom Peter resurrected, was
beloved because she made “outer
garments” for other sisters. (Acts
9:39) Hence, 1 Timothy 2:9 and
1 Peter 3:3, 4 do not mean that
sisters must avoid braids, pearls,
outer garments, and so forth.
Rather, Paul was stressing the
need for modesty and soundness
of mind in feminine grooming. Pe-
ter showed that women should
give greater attention to their in-
ner spirit in order to win over their
unbelieving husbands, not em*
phasizing outward appearance or
makeup.

Simply put, the Bible does not
forbid all efforts to improve or em-
bellish one’s appearance. Some of
God’s servants, men and women
alike, used jewelry. (Genesis 41:
42; Exodus 32:2, 3; Daniel 5:29)
Faithful Esther consented to an
extensive beauty regimen with
cosmetic oils, perfumes, and mas-
sages. (Esther 2:7, 12, 15; com-
pare Daniel 1:3-8.) God said that
he figuratively decked Israel with
bracelets, a necklace, a nose ring,
and earrings. Such contributed to
her becoming “very, very pretty.”
— Ezekiel 16:11-13.

The account in Ezekiel, though,
holds a lesson against our focus-
ing on appearance. God said:
“You began to trust in your pretti-
ness and become a prostitute on
account of your name and to pour
out your acts of prostitution on
every passerby.” (Ezekiel 16:15;
Isaiah 3:16, 19) Thus, Ezekiel 16:
1115 underscores the wisdom
of Paul and Peter’s later counsel



All three: Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

about not stressing outward ap-
pearance. If a woman chooses
to adorn herself with jewelry, the
amount and style should accord
with modesty, not being excessive
or ostentatious, gaudy.—James
2:2.

What about a Christian worn-
an’s using cosmetics, such as lip-
stick, cheek coloring, or eye shad-
ow and eyeliner? Archaeologists
in Israel and nearby have found
makeup containers, as well as ap-
plicators and mirrors. Yes, women
in the ancient Orient used cosmet-
ics that anticipated many of to-
day’s products. The name of Job’s
daughter Keren-happuch likely
meant “Horn of the Black (Eye)
Paint,” or a container for eye
makeup.—Job 42:13-15.

Some cosmetics were used in
Israel, yet Bible examples show
the danger of going to excess.
Years after she became queen of
Israel, Jezebel ‘painted her eyes
with black paint and did her head
up beautifully.” (2 Kings 9:30) Lat-
er when describing how Israel
sought the immoral attention of
pagan nations, God said that she
‘decked herself with ornaments of
gold, enlarged her eyes with black
paint, and made herself pretty.’
(Jeremiah 4:30; Ezekiel 23:40)
Neither those verses nor any oth-
ers say that it is wrong to use
artificial means to enhance one’s
appearance. Still, the story of Jez-
ebel suggests that she put so
much black paint around her eyes
that it would be noticed from a
distance, even by Jehu outside
the palace. What is the lesson?

Do not put on makeup with a
heavy hand, in an exaggerated
way.*

Of course, hardly any worn-

an who uses jewelry or makeup
would say that her own methods
and amounts are inappropriate.
Yet, there is no disputing that be-
cause of being insecure or influ-
enced by exploitive advertising, a
woman could develop the habit
of using too much makeup. She
might be so accustomed to the
resulting appearance that she
fails to realize that it conflicts with
the “modesty and soundness of
mind” of most Christian women.
— See James 1:23, 24.

Granted, tastes vary; some
women use little or no makeup or
jewelry, others use more. So it is
wise not to be judgmental of one
who uses a different amount of
makeup or jewelry. Another factor
is local custom. That some styles
are accepted in another land (or
were common in ancient times)
does not mean that they are ad-
visable locally today.

A wise Christian woman will oc-
casionally reassess her grooming,
asking herself in all honesty: ‘Do |
usually wear more (or bolder) jew-
elry or makeup than most Chris-
tians in my area? Do | pattern my

* Not long ago the United States
news media bannered a scandal of a
TV evangelist, while his costar wife
drew almost as much attention. Ac-
cording to news reports, she grew up
believing that “both makeup and mov-
ies” were sinful, yet later she changed
her opinion and came to be noted for
outrageous “makeup so thick it
looked sculpted.”

Archaeological discoveries
from the Middle East:
Ivory cosmetic box, mirror,
and necklaces of gold
and carnelian

grooming after narcissistic social-
ites or vain film stars, or am I guid-
ed mainly by the advice at 1 Tim-
othy 2:9 and 1 Peter 3:3, 4? Yes,
is my grooming really modest,
showing genuine respect for oth-
ers’ opinions and feelings?’
— Proverbs 31:30.

Women who have Christian hus-
bands can ask them for comments
and counsel. Also, when it is sin-
cerely sought, helpful advice may
be obtained from other sisters. But
rather than turn to a friend who has
similar tastes, it may be better to
speak to older sisters whose bal-
ance and wisdom are respected.
(Compare 1 Kings 12:6-8.) The Bi-
ble says that reverent older women
“may recall the young women to
their senses to be sound in
mind, chaste ... ,so that the word
of God may not be spoken of abu-
sively.” (Titus 2:2-5) No mature
Christian would want her immodest
use of jewelry or makeup to cause
God’s Word or his people to “be
spoken of abusively.”

The Bible account of Tamar
shows that a woman’s grooming
can type her, sending out a strong
message. (Genesis 38:14, 15)
What message is conveyed by a
Christian woman’s hairstyle and
hair color (if dyed) or her use of
jewelry and cosmetics? Is it: Thisis
a clean, modest, and balanced ser-
vant of God?

Someone who sees Christians in
the field ministry, or who attends
our meetings, should be favor-
ably impressed. Observers gener-
ally are. Most Christian women give
no cause for an outsider to con-
elude that they, on the one hand,
are dowdy or, on the other, exces-
sively made up or adorned; rather,
they groom themselves “in the way
that befits women professing to
reverence God.”— 1 Timothy 2:10.
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ATTEND THE

“LOVERS OF FREEDOM™

DISTRICT CONVENTION!

THREE rewarding days of Bible instruction
await you. Be present at 10:20 Friday morning
when the convention begins with a musical pre-
sentation. Enjoy the opening talk, “Why Peer Into
the Perfect Law of Freedom?,” and the concluding
part of the morning session, the keynote address:
“The Purpose and Use of Our God-Given Free-
dom.”

On Friday afternoon, admonition will be pro-
vided Christians to fulfill their commission as
ministers of God. “Busy—In Dead Works or in
Jehovah’s Service?” and “A Free People but Ac-
countable” are two of the themes that will be
developed. Encouragement to use one’s freedom
to serve Jehovah will be provided in a full-
costumed drama. It will draw from the experi-
ences of Ezra and his associates who returned
from Babylon to Jerusalem in 468 B.C.E. to beau-
tify God’s temple.

Saturday morning’s session will feature a three-
part symposium, “Freedom With Responsibili-
ty in the Family Circle.” Following the soul-
searching discourse “Keep Yourself Free to Serve
Jehovah” will be a talk on Christian dedication

and baptism. In the afternoon many will await
with anticipation the part “Is Marriage the Key to
Happiness?” The session will conclude with a
highlight that will undoubtedly bring great joy to
all lovers of freedom.

You will want to be present Sunday morning to
hear the three-part symposium “Serving as Fish-
ers of Men.” This will discuss Jesus’illustration of
the dragnet and the fish and will consider what
part we can have in its fulfillment. The morning
session will conclude with the important discours-
es “Keeping Awake in the Time of the End’” and
“Who Will Escape the Time of Distress™” Then,
in the afternoon, you will not want to miss the
public talk, “Hailing God’s New World of Free-
dom.” Before a stirring concluding talk, there will
be a discussion of the Watchtower study article for
the week. Bring your copy of the magazine to be
studied that week.

During June, July, and August, over 140 con-
ventions are scheduled throughout the United
States alone, so there will be one not far from your
home. Check with Jehovah’s Witnesses locally for
the time and place of the one nearest you.



