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IS WORLD PEACE
ON THE HORIZON?

HROUGHOUT history, there has
I been no lack of peace plans and
peace declarations of one sort or
another. Unfortunately, there appear to
have been just as many wars to nullify
them. As far as peace treaties and procla-
mations are concerned, most people have
learned not to put too much stock in them.
Within the last few
years, however, many ob-
servers and news ana-
lysts have begun to feel
that something different
is taking place. They
have raised the possi-
bility that, despite local
problems, this time the
stage may be set for world
peace. “Hope for peaceful
conflict resolution is bet-
ter founded than in any
other year since the end
of World War 11,”said the
Stockholm International
Peace Institute. A promi-
nent news correspondent
was led by the fast-
moving events in Eastern
Europe to declare: “Peace on Earth seems
more possible now than at any time since
World War I1.” Even the journal The Bulle-
tin of the Atomic Scientists reflected this
mood. In 1988 it turned its famous dooms-
day clock from three minutes before mid-
night to six minutes before midnight, and
then in April 1990 farther back to ten
minutes before midnight.

“This generation of people on
earth may witness the advent
of an irreversible period of
peace in the history of
civilization.”

UPI/Bettmann Newsphotos

—Soviet president Mikhail Gorbachev, at
summit meeting in Washington, D.C.,
U.S.A., May 1990

All of this generated much optimism and
euphoria before the outbreak of war in the
Middle East. But even since then, some
people are talking about the Cold War and
the arms race between the superpowers as
having ended. Some were speculating about
what to do with all the money the govern-
ments hope to save from reduced military

spending. Is it possible
that the time for lasting
peace has really come?
Are the nations truly
learning “to beat their
swords into plowshares
and their spears into
pruning shears”? (Isaiah
2:4) What do the facts
show?

The Forgotten Wars

“The end of the cold
war and the new relax-
ation between East and
West have tempted some
to believe that peace is
the order of the day,” ob-
serves The Economist of
London. “It is not. Rid of
one big source of tension, the world still has
lots of little ones.” What are these “little”
tensions, or conflicts?

The Lentz Peace Research Laboratory,
an independent research organization in
the United States, reports that as of Sep-
tember 1990, at least 15 wars were raging
around the world. This did not include the
Iragi invasion of Kuwait, since the report
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counted only wars in which at least a thou-
sand people were killed per year up to that

time. Some of these wars have been going  other.

on for 20 or more years.
Together they have taken

2,900,000 lives, and most

of these have been civil-
ians. This figure excludes
those killed in some of the
bloodiest wars that had
just come to a halt in the
previous year, such as
those in Uganda, Afghan-
istan, and Iran-lraqg.
Nearly three million
people killed when the
world is supposedly at
peace! That in itself is
tragic. The greater trage-
dy, however, is that most
of these wars have been
going on practically un-
noticed—and unlament-
ed—by the rest of the
world. They are what
might be called the for-
gotten wars, since most
of them—coups, civil
wars, revolutions—are
fought in one or another
of the less-developed na-
tions. For most people in
the rich, industrialized
nations, the half a mil-
lion people killed in the
Sudan, or the third of
a million killed in Ango-
la, do not seem to have
held much interest. In
fact, there are those who
argue that the world has

been in an unprecedented period of peace
since the end of World War Il because
there was no war among the developed
nations and, in spite of the tremendous

“A new world of freedom
lays before us . .., a world

where peace endures, where
commerce has conscience and
where all that seems possible

is possible.”

UPI/Bettmann Newsphotos

—U.S. president George Bush, at a world

economic summit meeting in Houston,
Texas, U.S.A., July 1990

“The walls that once confined

people and ideas are
collapsing. Europeans are
determining their own
destiny. They are choosing
freedom. They are choosing
economic liberty. They are
choosing peace.”

—Declaration by NATO at summit in
London, England, July 1990
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tension and weapons buildup, the super-
powers had not gone to war against each

Is There Hope
for Peace?

If peace simply means
no global nuclear war,
then perhaps one could ar-
gue that the nations of the
world have already had
some success in their
peace efforts. The policy of
Mutual Assured Destrue-
tion has restrained the su-
perpowers thus far. But
is that really peace? How
can it be, when people are
living in constant fear of
instant and total annihi-
lation? How can we talk
about peace when, around
the world, so many peo-
pie’s lives are shattered,
their livelihood ruined,
and their prospect for a
meaningful and fulfilled
existence wiped out by
wars, large and small?

Nobel prize winner Elie
Wiesel once wrote: “From
time immemorial, people
have talked about peace
without achieving it. Do
we simply lack enough
experience? Though we
talk peace, we wage war.
Sometimes we even wage
war in the name of peace.
... War may be too much
a part of history to be
eliminated—ever.”

And recently the war in the Middle East
again shattered the illusion of peace. Could
it be that mankind has simply been looking
to the wrong source for peace?



When will lastin

peace

REALLY COME?

u TTTI TAR is one of the constants of
\ X
ished with civilization or de-
mocracy,” wrote Will and Ariel Durant in
their book The Lessons ofHistory. “Peace is
an unstable equilibrium, which can be pre-
served only by acknowledged supremacy or
equal power.”

Indeed, despite intense efforts, lasting
peace has so far eluded mankind. Why? The
reason is that the causes of war are far more
deep-rooted than the political, territorial,
or social struggles we see on the surface.
The Durants observed: “The causes of war
are the same as the causes of competition
among individuals: acquisitiveness, pug-
nacity, and pride; the desire for food, land,
materials, fuels, mastery.”

However, the Bible in particular identi-
fies the root cause of strife and war between
individuals and on a larger scale. We read:
“From what source are there wars and from
what source are there fights among you?
Are they not from this source, namely, from
your cravings for sensual pleasure that car-
ry on a conflict in your members? You
desire, and yet you do not have. You go on
murdering and coveting, and yet you are
not able to obtain. You go on fighting and
waging war.”—James 4:1, 2.

The issue, then, boils down to this: For
true peace to come, we must eliminate
not only the symptoms—uwars, uprisings,
coups, revolutions—but also the root causes
—suspicion, greed, hatred, hostility—in all
humans. These must be replaced by actions
consistent with such unselfish qualities as
love, kindness, trust, and generosity. Does

jhstory, and has not dimin-

anyone exist who is capable of accomplish-
ing this? If it is dependent on imperfect,
mortal earthlings, the answer will have to
be no. But there is someone for whom this
is not too difficult. This is the One who holds
the answer to the question: When will peace
really come?

The One Who Can Bring Peace

Some 28 centuries ago, the prophet Isaiah
was inspired to declare: “There has been a
child born to us, there has been a son given
to us; and the princely rule will come to be
upon his shoulder. And his name will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. To the
abundance of the princely rule and to peace
there will be no end.”—Isaiah 9:6, 7.

The identity of this one who will bring
peace with no end was later revealed to be
none other than Jesus Christ, “Son of the
Most High.” (Luke 1:30-33; Matthew 1.
18-23) But why will this one succeed where
all other princes and rulers have failed? It
should be noted, first of all, that the prom-
ised “child” was not to remain forever a
helpless infant, as some may picture him.
Rather, he was to exercise “princely rule” as
the “Prince of Peace,” to mankind’s eternal
blessing.

There is more to Jesus’rule. As “Wonder-
ful Counselor,” having extraordinary un-
derstanding of human nature and superla-
tive ability, he will be able to get to the
heart of difficult issues and thus resolve the
thorny problems that confront and frus-
trate worldly rulers today. (Matthew 7:
28, 29; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 11:14-20)
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Then, as “Mighty God," the resurrected
godlike one, Jesus Christ, now enthroned in
the heavens as Messianic King, will work
for peace by repeating on a grand scale what
he did while on earth—healing those with
incurable diseases, providing multitudes
with food and drink, even
controlling the weath-
er. (Matthew 14:14-21;
Mark 4:36397; Luke 17:
11-14; John 2:1-11) As
“Eternal Father,” Jesus
has the power to bring
back to life those who
have perished in death
and impart to them eter-
nal life. And he himself

PEACE DEFINED

Today most people think of
peace as the absence of war or
strife. This, however, is a very
narrow definition of the word.

In Bible times the word
“peace” (Hebrew, sha-lonm") or
the expression “May you have
peace!” was used as a common

Events Leading Up to Lasting Peace
After his resurrection and ascension to
heaven in 33 C.E., Jesus had to await the
appointed time for him to take action.
This was according to Jehovah’s decree:
“Sit at my right hand until | place your
enemies as a stool for
your feet.” The rod of
your strength Jehovah
will send out of Zion, say-
ing: ‘Go subduing in the
midst of your enemies.””
(Psalm 110:1, 2; Luke 22:
69; Ephesians 1:20; He-
brews 10:12, 13) When
does that happen? For
more than 70 years, Je-

will live forever, thus en-
suring that his rule and
the peace will have no
end.—Matthew 20:28;
John 11:25, 26; Romans
6:9.

Thus equipped, Jesus
Christ is clearly the one
capable of dealing with
the deep-rooted causes of
war and strife. He will
not simply work out a
peace pact or a plan for
so-called peaceful co-
existence for the nations,
only to have it shattered
by another war. Rather,
he will remove every po-
litical, territorial, social,
and economic inequality

form of greeting. (Judges

19:20; Daniel 10:19; John 20:
19, 21, 26) Clearly, it is not
just referring to the absence
of war. Note what the book

The Concept of Peace
says on this point:
“When the word shalom is
used for peace, what those

who used it originally had in

view was a condition of the

world or of human society in
which there is completeness,
unity, wholeness, fullness. . . .
Where there is peace, both the
whole and its constituent parts
have reached their maximal
and optimal levels of being.”
When God brings peace, not
only will men not “learn war
anymore” but ‘each one will

sit under his own vine and
fig tree.’—Micah 4:3, 4.

hovah’s Witnesses have
been proclaiming around
the world the good news
that Jesus Christ began to
rule in God’s Kingdom in
heaven in the year 1914.*

But you might say,
‘There has been no peace
since 1914. On the con-
trary, conditions have
gone from bad to worse
since then.’ You are abso-
lutely right. This actually
proves that events are tak-
ing place just as foretold.
The Bible tells us that
right at the time when
“the kingdom of the world
did become the kingdom of

by bringing all mankind
under one rule, that of his
Messianic Kingdom. By
leading all people in the worship of the one
true God, Jehovah, he will eliminate what is
often the underlying cause of war—false
religion. There is no doubt that Jesus
Christ, the Prince of Peace, will accomplish
all of this. The question is, When?
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our Lord and of his Christ,

. . the nations became
wrathful.” (Revelation 11:
15, 18) Rather than submitting to the rule
of Jehovah God and his Prince of Peace, the

*For details on Bible chronology and fulfilled
Bible prophecies, see chapters 12 to 14 of the book
“Let Your Kingdom Come,” published by the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Society of New York, Inc.



nations plunged into a frenzied struggle for
world domination and expressed wrath par-
ticularly against Christians who were bear-
ing witness to God’s established Kingdom.

The book of Revelation also reveals that
as soon as Jesus Christ came into Kingdom
power, he took action to
remove Satan and his de-
mons from heaven: “Now
have come to pass the sal-
vation and the power and
the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his
Christ, because the ac-
cuser of our brothers has
been hurled down, who
accuses them day and
night before our God!”
The result? The account
continues: “On this ac-
count be glad, you heav-
ens and you who reside in
them! Woe for the earth
and for the sea, because
the Devil has come down
to you, having great an-
ger, knowing he has a
short period of time.”
—~Revelation 12:10,12.

A Final Signal

This gives us insight
into why the nations have
not been able to bring
about peace in spite of all
their efforts. The Devil’s
great anger, reflected in
the nations’ own wrath,
has kept the world agitat-
edand in turmoil as never
before in human history. When will all of
this come to an end? The Bible provides an
important clue: “Whenever it is that they
are saying: ‘Peace and security!” then sud-
den destruction is to be instantly upon
them.”—1 Thessalonians 5:3.

The absence of peace has been
keenly felt since World War |

Do you appreciate the significance of this
warning? World events such as those we
have detailed in the previous article show
that rulers and many people are talking
about peace and reaching out for it as nev-
er before. Some feel that with the end of
the Cold War, the threat
of a nuclear holocaust is a
thing of the past. Yes, the
nations have been saying
much about peace and se-
curity. But is the world
situation really moving in
that direction? Remem-
her, Jesus said of those
living through the last
days, starting in 1914:
“Truly | say to you that
this generation will by no
means pass away until all
these things occur.” (Mat-
thew 24:34) Yes, peace
will really come within
this generation but not
through the nations’ ef-
forts. The firmly estab-
lished, just, and righteous
peace promised by Jeho-
vah God can come only
through the approach-
ing rule of his Prince
of Peace, Jesus Christ.
—Isaiah 9:7.

If you long to see the
day when peace will really
come and to experience
it with your loved ones,
then look to the Prince
of Peace and bear well in
mind his reassuring words: “Keep awake,
then, all the time making supplication that
you may succeed in escaping all these
things that are destined to occur, and in
standing before the Son of man.”—Luke
21:36.
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Jesus’

At the Sea of Galilee

Jesus had earlier instructed them

to do. But they are uncertain about
what they should do there. After a while,
Peter tells Thomas, Nathanael, James
and his brother John, and two other apos-
ties: “l am going fishing.”

“We also are coming with you,” the six
reply.

During the whole night, they fail to
catch anything. However, just as it is get-
ting light, Jesus appears on the beach,
but the apostles do not discern that it is
Jesus. He shouts: “Young children, you do
not have anything to eat, do you?”

“No!” they shout back across the water.

“Cast the net on the right side of the
boat and you will find some,” he says. And
when they do, they are unable to draw in
their net because of all the fish. “It is the
Lord!” John cries. Peter girds on his top
garment, plunges into the sea, and swims
about a hundred yards to shore. The other
apostles follow in the little boat, dragging
the net full of fish.

When they arrive onshore, there is a
charcoal fire, with fish lying on it, and
there is bread. “Bring some of the fish you
just now caught,” Jesus says. Peter goes
aboard and pulls the net ashore. It con-
tains 153 big fish!

“Come, take your breakfast,” Jesus in-
vites.

None of them have the courage to ask,
“Who are you?” because they know it is
Jesus. This is his seventh postresurrec-
tion appearance, and his third to the
apostles as a group. He now serves

THE apostles now return to Galilee, as
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breakfast, giving each of them bread and
fish.

When they finish eating, Jesus perhaps
nods toward the large catch of fish and
asks Peter: “Simon son of John, do you
love me more than these?” Perhaps he
means, Are you more attached to the fish-
ing business than to the work that | have
prepared you to do?

“You know | have affection for you,”
Peter responds.

“Feed my lambs,” Jesus replies.

Again, a second time, he asks: “Simon
son of John, do you love me?”

“Yes, Lord, you know | have affection for
you,” Peter answers.

"Shepherd my little sheep,” Jesus com-
mands again.

Then, yet a third time, he asks: “Simon
son of John, do you have affection for
me?”

By now Peter is grieved. He may won-
der if Jesus doubts his loyalty. After all,
when Jesus was recently on trial for his
life, Peter three times denied knowing
him. So Peter says: “Lord, you know all
things; you are aware that | have affection
for you.”

“Feed my little sheep,” Jesus com-
mands a third time.

Jesus thus uses Peter as a sounding
board to impress upon the others as well
the work that he wants them to do. He will
soon leave the earth, and he wants them
to take the lead in ministering to those
who will be drawn into God’s sheepfold.

Just as Jesus was bound and executed
because he did the work that God com-



missioned him to do, so, he now re-
veals, Peter will suffer a similar experi-
ence. “When you were younger,” Jesus
tells him, “you used to gird yourself and
walk about where you wanted. But when
you grow old you will stretch out your
hands and another man will gird you and
bear you where you do not wish.” Despite
the martyr's death awaiting Peter, Jesus
urges him: “Continue following me.”
Upon turning about, Peter sees John
and asks: “Lord, what will this man do?”
“If it is my will for him to remain until |
come,” Jesus answers, “of what concern
is that to you? You continue following me.”
These words of Jesus came to be un-
derstood by many of the disciples to

mean that the apostle John would never
die. However, as the apostle John later
explained, Jesus did not say that he would
not die, but Jesus simply said: “If it is my
will for him to remain until | come, of what
concern is that to you?” John 21:1-25;
Matthew 26:32; 28:7, 10.

¢ What shows that the apostles are uncertain
about what they should do in Galilee?

¢ How do the apostles recognize Jesus at the
Sea of Galilee?

¢ How many times has Jesus now appeared
since his resurrection?

¢ How does Jesus emphasize what he wants
the apostles to do?

¢ How does Jesus indicate the manner in which
Peter will die?

¢ What comments of Jesus about John were
misunderstood by many of the disciples?
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Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

DEAD SEA SCROLLS

The Prized Find

N T 15 miles southeast of Jerusalem, Wadi
_A n-Nar, a desolate, dry watercourse runs east-
I 0 .ward down to the Dead Sea. A broken line of
cliffs stretches behind the shoreline plain. On this

plain, in the hot days and contrasting cold nights
of autumn, the Ta'amireh Bedouin tend their
flocks of sheep and goats.

In the year 1947, while tending the flocks, a
young Bedouin shepherd threw a stone into a
small opening in the crumbling face of a cliff. He
was startled by the noise it caused, apparently by
shattering an earthenware jar. He fled in fear,
but two days later he returned and climbed
some 300 feet to enter through a larger, higher
opening. As his eyes became accustomed to the
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darkness, he saw ten tall jars
lining the walls of the cave,
and a mass of broken pottery
amid fallen rocks littered the
floor.

Most of the jars were emp-
ty, but one contained three
scrolls, two of which were
cloth-covered. He took the
manuscripts back to the Bed-
ouin camp and left them there
for about a month, hanging in
a bag on a tent pole. Finally,
some Bedouin took the scrolls
to Bethlehem to see how much
they would fetch. The Bedouin
were unceremoniously turned
away from one monastery, be-
ing told that the scrolls were
of no value whatever. Anoth-
er dealer said that the manu-
scripts had no archaeological
merit, and he suspected that
they had been stolen from a
Jewish synagogue. How wrong
he was! Eventually, with a
Syrian cobbler acting as brok-
er, their worth was rightful-
ly established. Soon, other
manuscripts were evaluated.

Some of these ancient writ-
ings opened up a whole new
insight into the activity of
Jewish religious groups about
the time of Christ. But it was

a Bible manuscript of
Isaiah’s prophecy that
excited the world. Why?

The Great Prize
The newly discovered
scroll of Isaiah was orig-
inally about 25 feet long.
It was made up of 17

Courtesy of The British Museum



sheets of carefully prepared
animal skin, nearly as refined
as parchment. Composed in
54 columns averaging 30 lines
each, it had been carefully
ruled. On these lines the
skilled penman had placed the
letters of the text, written in
paragraphs.—See photograph.

The scroll had not been
rolled around sticks, and it
was much darker in the center
where many hands had held it
for reading. It was well-worn,
with skillful repairs and re-
inforcements in evidence. Its
fine preservation was due
to its having been carefully
sealed in a jar. How valuable is
it to the Bible scholar, and, by
extension, to all of us?

This manuscript of the
prophet lIsaiah is some one
thousand years older than any
other surviving copy, yet its
contents are not greatly differ-
ent. Said Professor Millar Bur-
rows, the editor of the text that
was published in 1950: “The
text of Isaiah in this manu-
script, with significant differ-
ences in spelling and grammar
and many variant readings of
more or less interest and im-
portance, is substantially that
presented considerably later
in the MT [Masoretic Hebrew
Text].”* Also noteworthy is
its consistent use of the Tet-

* Some of its more important read-
ings are noted in the New World
Translation of the Holy Scriptures
—With References at lIsaiah 11:1;
12:2; 14:4; 15:2; 18:2; 30:19; 37:
20, 28; 40:6; 48:19; 51:19; 56:5; 60:
21. The scroll is identified in the foot-
notes as IQlsa

ragrammaton, nin', God’s holy name, Jehovah, in He-
brew.

Other Valuable Manuscripts

The divine name also appears in another manuscript
from this same cave, now known as Cave 1. In a
commentary on the book of Habakkuk, the Tetragram-
maton appears four times in paleo-Hebrew letters, an
older style that contrasts with the more familiar square
Hebrew lettering.—See the footnote to Habakkuk 1:9,
Reference Bible.

The cave yielded portions of another Isaiah scroll,
along with leather fragments from the Bible book of
Daniel. One of these preserves the change from Hebrew
to Aramaic at Daniel 2:4, just as found in manuscripts
of a thousand years later.

Small parts of the scrolls that are well preserved are
now exhibited in Jerusalem, in the museum known as
the Shrine of the Book. This museum is underground,
S0 as you visit there, you have the impression of enter-
ing a cave. The upper part of the museum is in the
shape of the lid of the earthenware jar in which the
Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah was discovered. Yet, you see
only a facsimile of the Isaiah manuscript. The precious
original rests safely in the storeroom nearby.

Israel Antiquities Authority: The Shrine of the Book, Israel Museum;
D. Samuel and Jeanne H. Gottesman Center for Biblical Manuscripts
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DEAD SEA SCROLLS

Unprecedented Treasure

AT THE foot of Wadi Qumran, on the northwest

L \ side of the Dead Sea, lie some ancient ruins.
JL JL Long considered to be the remains of a Roman
fort, they had received little attention from archaeolo-
gists. The discovery of the Dead Sea Scroll of Isaiah in
1947, however, prompted reconsideration of the site.

Soon scholars identified the buildings as belonging to
a religious community of the Jews. The immediate
assumption was that these people had hidden the
scrolls in the caves among the cliffs nearby. But later
discoveries seemed to cast doubt on that.

An Unprecedented Find

Bedouin were alert to the value of the manuscripts
they had already found. So, in 1952, when an old man
recounted that as a youth he had chased a wounded
partridge until it disappeared into a hole in the rock
face, where he found some pottery and an ancient oil
lamp, a fresh search got under way.

The old man was still able to identify the cave
mouth among the deep clefts of the precipitous cliff. It
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turned out to be a man-made
cave, now identified as Cave 4.
There the Bedouin found
pieces of manuscripts a few
feet below the then existing
level of the floor. None of the
pieces had been stored in jars,
so most were badly decayed,
blackened, and very brittle. In
time some 40,000 fragments
were recovered, representing
nearly 400 manuscripts. All
the books of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures, with the exception
of Esther, were represented
among the one hundred Bible
manuscripts. Much of the ma-
terial recovered from Cave 4
has not yet been published.

One of the more significant
manuscripts was of the books
of Samuel, copied in a single
roll. Its Hebrew text, pre-
served in 47 columns out of a
probable 57, is very similar to
that used by the translators of
the Greek Septuagint version.
There are also Greek frag-
ments of the Septuagint from
Leviticus and Numbers that
date back to the first centu-
ry B.C.E. The Leviticus manu-
script uses IAO, for the He-
brew I, the divine name
of God, instead of the Greek
Ky'ri-os, “Lord.”*

In a fragment from Deu-
teronomy, the Hebrew text in-
eludes the portion from chap-
ter 32, verse 43, found in the
Septuagint and quoted at He-
brews 1:6: “And let all God’s

*See the Reference Bible, Appen-
dix 1C (5) and the footnote to Levit-
icus 3:12, where this manuscript is
identified as 4Q LXX Levh



angels do obeisance to him.
This is the first time this line
has been found in any Hebrew
manuscript, revealing a text
that evidently underlies the
Greek translation. Scholars
have thus gained new insight
into the text of the Septuagint,
so often quoted in the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures.

An Exodus scroll has been
dated to the third quarter of
the third century B.C.E., one
of Samuel to the end of the
same century, and a scroll of
Jeremiah to between 225 and
175 B.C.E. Sufficient material
from the third to the first cen-
tury B.C.E. has been found to
trace changes in writing styles
and individual letters of the
Hebrew and Aramaic alpha-
bets, something of great value
in dating manuscripts.

The Surprise of Cave 11

Eventually, the whole area
around Qumran had been
thoroughly searched, both by
local Bedouin and by archaeol-
ogists. Yet, one day in 1956,
some Bedouin noticed bats
emerging from crevices in the
cliffs north of Cave 1. They
climbed up and found another
cave, the entrance of which
was blocked. Two tons of fallen
rock had to be removed to ex-
pose it. The finds inside were
astounding—two complete
manuscripts and five large
portions of others.

The most significant find
was a beautiful scroll of
Psalms. The thickness of the
leather suggests that it is

probably calfskin rather than goatskin. A total of five
sheets, four separable leaves, and four fragments give
it a length of more than 13 feet. Although the top of
this scroll is well preserved, the bottom edge is consid-
erably decayed. It dates from the first half of the first
century C.E. and contains parts of 41 psalms. The
Tetragrammaton is written some 105 times in ancient
paleo-Hebrew characters, making it stand out amid the
square Hebrew script of the context.

Another manuscript, of Leviticus, is written entirely
in the ancient Hebrew script, but why this is so has not
yet been adequately explained. It is the longest docu-
ment in existence using this form of writing, which was
in use when the Jews went into Babylonian exile at the
end of the seventh century B.C.E.

A copy of a Targum, an Aramaic paraphrase of the
book of Job, also came to light. It is among the earliest
Targums committed to writing. A number of commen-
taries on other Bible books were also found in different
caves. How did all these scrolls come to be hidden so
well in these caves?

As mentioned earlier, some may have been concealed
by the Qumran community. But from the evidence, it
seems quite likely that many were put there by Jews
fleeing the Roman advance on Judea in the year
68 C.E., before the final destruction of Jerusalem two
years later. The Judean wilderness was a safe natural
haven for the precious manuscripts not only in the
caves close to Qumran but in those many miles to the
north, around Jericho, and to the south, near Masada.
How grateful we are for their preservation! They give
further proof of the unchangeableness of Jehovah’s
inspired Word. Truly, *“as for the word of our God, it
will last to time indefinite.”—Isaiah 40:8.

MORE TO COME SOON?

Though discovered decades ago, a large quantity of Dead Sea Scroll
fragments are unpublished.
1990, decried: “Even their photographic likenesses are held captive
by a clannish group of scholars who shun their colleagues and refuse
to publish much of the material in their possession.” The paper
reported, however, that a staff change in this editorial team has
recently been made, which may be a step toward breaking “the
clannishness surrounding the scrolls . . ., and the world will know
more about an extraordinary era in history.”
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Will you imitate
GOD’S MERCY?

"Become imitators of God, as beloved children. — EPHESIANS

R good or for bad, most people imi-
I:(t)ate others. The ones whom we are
around, and whom we may imitate,
can measurably affect us. The inspired
writer of Proverbs 13:20 warned: “He that
is walking with wise persons will become
wise, but he that is having dealings with
the stupid ones will fare badly.” With good
reason, then, God’s Word says: “Be an
imitator, not of what is bad, but of what is
good. He that does good originates with
God.”—3 John 11.
2We have excellent Bible examples of
men and women whom we can imitate.
(1 Corinthians 4:16; 11:1; Philippians
3:17) Yet, the foremost one for us to imi-
tate is God. At Ephesians 4:31-5:2, after
noting traits and practices that we should
avoid, the apostle Paul urged that we be
“tenderly compassionate, freely forgiving
one another.” This led to the key exhorta-
tion: “Therefore, become imitators of God,
as beloved children, and go on walking in
love.”
3What are God’s ways and qualities that
we should imitate? There are many aspects
of his personality and acts, as can be seen
from the way he described himself to Mo-
ses: “Jehovah, a God merciful and gra-

1. Why should imitating others be of concern to
all of us?

2. We ought to imitate whom, and in what
ways?

3, 4. God provided what description of himself,
and why should we give consideration to his
being a just God?
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cious, slow to anger and abundant in
loving-kindness and truth, preserving
loving-kindness for thousands, pardoning
error and transgression and sin, but by no
means will he give exemption from punish-
ment, bringing punishment for the error of
fathers upon sons and upon grandsons.”
—Exodus 34:6, 7.

4Since Jehovah is “a lover of righteous-
ness and justice,” we should definitely get
to know and imitate this facet of his per-
sonality. (Psalm 33:5; 37:28) He is the
Creator, as well as mankind’s supreme
Judge and Statute-Giver, so he expresses
justice toward all. (Isaiah 33:22) This is
clearly indicated in the way he required
justice and caused it to be carried out
among his people Israel and later within
the Christian congregation.

Divine Justice Carried Out

5When choosing Israel as his people,
God asked whether they ‘would strictly
obey his voice and indeed keep his cove-
nant.” Assembled at the foot of Mount Si-
nai, they answered: “All that Jehovah has
spoken we are willing to do.” (Exodus
19:3-8) What a serious undertaking! By
means of angels, God gave the Israelites
some 600 laws, which they, as a people
dedicated to him, were responsible to keep.
What if someone would not do so? A spe-
cialist in God’s Law explained: “The word
spoken through angels proved to be firm,

5, 6. How was justice manifested in God's deaf-
ings with Israel?



and every transgression and disobedient
act received a retribution in harmony with
justice.”—Hebrews 2:2.

7Such penalties under-

scored the gravity of break-

ing divine law. For example,

if a son became a drunkard

and a glutton, he was to

be brought before mature

judges. If they found that he

was a deliberate, unrepen-

tant wrongdoer, the parents

were to share in executing

justice. (Deuteronomy 21:

18-21) Those of us who are

parents can imagine that it

was not easy to do that. Yet

God knew that it was needed

so that wickedness would not

spread among true worship-

ers. (Ezekiel 33:17-19) This

was arranged by the One

about whom it could be said:

“All his ways are justice.

A God of faithfulness, with

whom there is no injustice;

righteous and upright is he.”
—Deuteronomy 32:4.

8After many centuries God

rejected the nation of Israel and chose the

Christian congregation. But Jehovah did

not change. He was still committed to jus-

6 Yes, an Israelite who would not obey tice and could be described as “a consum-

faced “retribution in harmony with jus-
tice,” not deficient human justice, but jus-
tice from our Creator. God stipulated var-
ious penalties for lawbreaking. The most
serious penalty was ‘cutting off,” or execu-
tion. That applied to grave violations,
such as idolatry, adultery, incest, bestiali-
ty, homosexuality, child sacrifice, murder,
and misuse of blood. (Leviticus 17:14; 18:
6-17, 21-29) Moreover, any Israelite who
willfully, unrepentantly violated any di-
vine law could be “cut off.” (Numbers 4:
15, 18; 15:30, 31) When this divine justice
was carried out, the effects might well be
felt by the wrongdoer’s descendants.

ing fire.” (Hebrews 12:29; Luke 18:7, 8) He
therefore continued to have a provision to
instill godly fear in the entire congregation
by expelling wrongdoers. Dedicated Chris-
tians who became unrepentant wrongdoers
were to be disfellowshipped.

9 What is involved in disfellowshipping?

We find an object lesson in the way a
problem was handled in the first century.

7. What were some consequences of the execut-
ing of justice among God’s ancient people?

8. How did justice mark God’s dealings with the
Christian congregation?

9. What is disfellowshipping, and what does it
accomplish?
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A Christian in Corinth engaged in immo-
rality with his father’s wife and did not
repent, so Paul directed that he be expelled
from that congregation. This had to be
done to protect the cleanness of God’s peo-
pie, for “a little leaven ferments the whole
lump.” Expelling him would prevent his
wickedness from dishonoring both God and
His people. The severe discipline of being
disfellowshipped might also shock him to
his senses and instill in him and the con-
gregation due fear of God.—1 Corinthians
5:1-13; compare Deuteronomy 17:2,12,13.

family, not a part of the same household. It
may be hard for those relatives to apply
this divine directive, even as it was not
easy for Hebrew parents under the Mosaic
Law to share in executing a wicked son.
Still, God’s command is clear; thus we
can be sure that disfellowshipping is just.
—1 Corinthians 5:1, 6-8, 11; Titus 3:
10, 11; 2 John 9-11; see The Watchtower,
September 15,1981, pages 26-31; April 15,
1988, pages 28-31.

I Remember, though, that our God i

not merely just; he is also “abundant

one is expelled, Christians must “quit mix-
ing in company with [him] . .., not even
eating with such a man.” He thus is cut
off from fellowship, including socializing,
with loyal ones who respect and want to
walk according to God’s law. Some of them
might be relatives outside the immediate

*“Excommunication in its most general sense is
the deliberate act whereby a group denies the priv-
ileges of its membership to those who were once
members in good standing. . . . Excommunication
came in the Christian era to refer to an act of
exclusion by which a religious community denies to
offenders the sacraments, congregational worship,
and possibly social contact of any kind.”—The Inter-
national Standard Bible Encyclopedia.

10. How are God’s servants to respond if some-
one is disfellowshipped?

transgression.” (Numbers 14:18) His Word
makes clear that a disfellowshipped person
may repent, seeking divine forgiveness.
Then what? Experienced overseers may
meet with him to determine prayerfully
and carefully whether he is giving evidence
of being repentant over the wrongdoing
that led to his being disfellowshipped.
(Compare Acts 26:20.) If so, he may be
reinstated in the congregation, as 2 Corin-
thians 2:6-11 indicates happened with the

11. How could various aspects of God’s person-
ality become manifest in connection with a dis-
fellowshipping?

Plain of er-Raha before Mount Sinai
(leftbackground)



man in Corinth. Yet, some expelled ones
have been away from God’s congregation
for years, so can anything be done to help
them see the way back?

Justice Balanced With Mercy

PThe foregoing has dealt primarily with
one aspect of God’s qualities, as mentioned
at Exodus 34:6, 7. Those verses, however,
outline much more than God’s justice, and
those who want to imitate him do not focus
solely on enforcing justice. If you were
making a model of the temple built by
Solomon, would you study only one of its
pillars? (1 Kings 7:15-22) No, for that
would hardly give you a balanced picture of
the nature and role of the temple. Similar-
ly, if we desire to imitate God, we need to
copy also others of his ways and qualities,
such as his being “merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abundant in loving-
kindness and truth, preserving loving-
kindness for thousands, pardoning error.”

BMercy and forgiveness are fundamen-
tal qualities of God, as we see from the way
he dealt with Israel. The God of justice did
not exempt them from punishment for re-

12, 13. Why should our imitating God include
more than reflecting his justice?
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peated error, yet he displayed ample mercy
and forgiveness. “He made known his ways
to Moses, his dealings even to the sons of
Israel. Jehovah is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger and abundant in loving-
kindness. He will not for all time keep
finding fault, neither will he to time indef-
inite keep resentful.” (Psalm 103:7-9; 106:
43-46) Yes, a retrospective view of his deal-
ings over hundreds of years proves those
words true.—Psalm 86:15; 145:8, 9; Micah
7:18, 19.

HUSince Jesus Christ “is the reflection of
[God’s] glory and the exact representation
of his very being,” we should expect him to
display similar mercy and willingness to
forgive. (Hebrews 1:3) He did, as his ac-
tions toward others show. (Matthew 20:
30-34) He also stressed mercy by his words
that we read in Luke chapter 15. The three
illustrations there prove that Jesus imitat-
ed Jehovah, and they provide vital lessons
for us.

Concern for What Was Lost

15Those illustrations testify to God’s
merciful interest in sinners, painting a

14. How did Jesus show that he imitated God’s

mercifulness?
15, 16. What prompted Jesus to give the illus-

trations in Luke 15?



harmonious picture for us to imitate. Con-
sider the setting of the illustrations: “Now
all the tax collectors and the sinners kept
drawing near to [Jesus] to hear him.
Consequently both the Pharisees and the
scribes kept muttering, saying: ‘This man
welcomes sinners and eats with them.’”
—Luke 15:1, 2.

BAIl the people involved were Jews. The
Pharisees and the scribes prided them-
selves on their supposed punctilious adher-
ence to the Mosaic Law, a sort of legalistic
righteousness. God, though, did not agree
with such self-proclaimed righteousness.
(Luke 16:15) Evidently, the tax collectors
mentioned were Jews who collected taxes
for Rome. Because many exacted excessive
sums from fellow Jews, tax collectors were
a despised group. (Luke 19:2, 8) They were
classed with “sinners,” which included im-
moral persons, even harlots. (Luke 5:
27-32; Matthew 21:32) But Jesus asked the
complaining religious leaders:

I7“What man of you with a hundred
sheep, on losing one of them, will not leave
the ninety-nine behind in the wilderness
and go for the lost one until he finds it?
And when he has found it he puts it upon
his shoulders and rejoices. And when he
gets home he calls his friends and his
neighbors together, saying to them, ‘Re-
joice with me, because | have found my
sheep that was lost.” | tell you that thus
there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner that repents than over ninety-nine
righteous ones who have no need of re-
pentance.” The religious leaders could
understand the imagery, for sheep and
shepherds were a common sight. Out of
concern, the shepherd left 99 sheep to
graze in familiar pasturage while he went
searching for a stray. Persisting until he
found it, he tenderly carried the frightened
sheep back to the flock.—Luke 15:4-7.

17. What was Jesus’first illustration in Luke 15?
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BJesus added a second illustration: “Or
what woman with ten drachma coins, if she
loses one drachma coin, does not light a
lamp and sweep her house and search care-
fully until she finds it? And when she has
found it she calls the women who are her
friends and neighbors together, saying,
‘Rejoice with me, because | have found the
drachma coin that | lost.” Thus, I tell you,
joy arises among the angels of God over one
sinner that repents.” (Luke 15:8-10) The
drachma was worth nearly a day’s wage for
a laborer. The woman’s coin may have been
an heirloom, or it may have been part of a
set made into jewelry. When it was lost,
she searched hard to find the coin, and then
she and her women friends rejoiced. W hat
does this tell us about God?

Heavenly Rejoicing—Over What?

19These two illustrations were in re-
sponse to criticism of Jesus, who some
months earlier had identified himself as

18. As highlighted in Jesus’ second illustration
in Luke 15, what gave rise to rejoicing?

19, 20. Jesus’ first two illustrations in Luke 15
were primarily about whom, and what central
point did they make?



“the fine shepherd” who would give his soul
for his sheep. (John 10:11-15) Nonetheless,
the illustrations were not primarily about
Jesus. The lessons that the scribes and
the Pharisees needed to learn centered on
God’ attitude and ways. Thus, Jesus said
that there is joy in heaven over a sinner
who repents. Those religionists claimed to
serve Jehovah, yet they were not imitating
him. Jesus’ merciful ways, on the other
hand, represented the will of his Father.
—l uke 18:10-14; John 8:28, 29; 12:47-50;
14:7-11.

DI1f one out of a hundred was a basis for
joy, one coin out of ten was more so. Even
today, we can sense the emotions of the
women rejoicing over finding the coin!
Here, too, the lesson centers on heaven, in
that “the angels of God” rejoice with Jeho-
vah “over one sinner that repents.” Note
that final word, “repents.” These illustra-
tions were really about sinners who repent.
And you can see that both stressed the
appropriateness of having joy over their
repentance.

2L Those misguided religious leaders who
felt smug over superficial compliance with
the Law overlooked God’s being “merciful
and gracious, . . . pardoning error and
transgression and sin.” (Exodus 34:6, 7)
Had they been imitating this aspect of
God’s ways and personality, they would
have appreciated Jesus’ mercy toward sin-
ners who repented. How about us? Are we
taking the lesson to heart and applying it?
Well, note Jesus’ third illustration.

Repentance and Mercy in Action

2This has often been called the illustra-
tion of the prodigal son. Yet, in reading it
you may see why some think of it as the

21. What lesson should we learn from Jesus’
illustrations in Luke 15?

22. Briefly, what did Jesus give as a third illus-
tration in Luke 157

parable of a father’s love. It tells of the
younger son in a family, who obtains
his inheritance from his father. (Compare
Deuteronomy 21:17.) This son leaves for a
distant land, where he squanders all in
debauchery, has to take up the work of
herding swine, and is even reduced to hun-
gering for the food of swine. He finally
comes to his senses and decides to return
home, if only to work for his father as a
hired laborer. As he nears home, his father
takes the positive step of welcoming him,
even holding a feast. The older brother,
who had remained at home working, re-
sents the mercy shown. But the father says
that they should rejoice because the son
who was dead now lives.—Luke 15:11-32.

2B Some scribes and Pharisees may have

felt that they were being compared to the
older son, in contrast with sinners who
were like the younger son. Did they,
though, grasp the key point of the illustra-
tion, and do we? It highlights an outstand-
ing attribute of our merciful heavenly Fa-
ther, his willingness to forgive on the basis
of a sinner’s heartfelt repentance and con-
version. It should have moved listeners to
respond with joy at the redemption of re-
pentant sinners. That is how God views

23. We should learn what from the illustration
of the prodigal son?

What Have You Learned?

O How was God’s justice
manifested in the congregation of
Israel and in the Christian
congregation?

O Why should we imitate God'’s
mercy, in addition to his justice?

O What gave rise to the three
illustrations in Luke chapter 15, and
what lessons should they teach us?
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matters and how he acts, and those imitat-
ing him do likewise.—lsaiah 1:16, 17; 55:
6, 7.

giving one another just as God also by
Christ freely forgave you. Therefore, be-
come imitators of God, as beloved children,

2 Clearly, justice marks all of God’sand go on walking in love.”—Ephesians 4:

ways, so those who want to imitate Jeho-
vah treasure and pursue justice. Still, our
God is not motivated by mere abstract or
rigid justice. His mercy and love are great.
He shows this by a willingness to forgive
based on genuine repentance. It is fitting,
then, that Paul linked our being forgiving
with our imitating God: “[Be] freely for-

24, 25. What ways of God should we be seeking
to imitate?

32-5:2.

5 True Christians have long tried
copy Jehovah’s justice as well as his mercy
and willingness to forgive. The more we
get to know him, the easier it should be for
us to imitate him in these respects. How,
though, may we apply this toward a person
who has justly received severe discipline
because he pursued a course of sin? Let us
see.

Imitate God’s mercy today

"Let us fall, please, into the hand oflehovah, for many are his mercies/'
—2 SAMUEL 24:14.

ING DAVID knew from experience
that Jehovah is more merciful than
humans are. Confident that God's

serious sin, such as fraud or slander. Jesus
said that if this step does not resolve the
matter and if witnesses are available, the

ways, or paths, are best, David desiredok sinned against should take them along

learn His ways and to walk in His truth.
(1 Chronicles 21:13; Psalm 25:4, 5) Do you
feel as David did?

2The Bible offers us insight into God's
thinking, even on such matters as what we
should do if someone sins against us. Jesus
told his apostles, who would later be Chris-
tian overseers: “If your brother commits a
sin, go lay bare his fault between you and
him alone. If he listens to you, you have
gained your brother." The wrong involved
here was not a mere personal slight but a

1. How did David feel about God’s mercy, and
why?

2. What advice did Jesus give at Matthew 18:
15-17 about handling serious sin?
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to prove that there was a wrong. Is this the
step of last resort? No. “If [the sinner] does
not listen to them, speak to the congrega-
tion. If he does not listen even to the congre-
gation, let him be toyou just as a man of the
nations and as a tax collector.”—Matthew
18:15-17.

3Being Jews, the apostles would under-
stand what it meant to treat a sinner “as a
man of the nations and as a tax collector.”
Jews avoided association with people of the
nations, and they despised Jews who worked

3. What did Jesus mean in saying that an un-
repentant wrongdoer was to be “as a man of the
nations and as a tax collector”?

to



as Roman tax collectors.* (John 4:9; Acts
10:28) Hence, Jesus was advising the disci-
pies that if the congregation rejected a sin-
ner, they were to cease associating with him.
How, though, does that harmonize with Je-
sus’ being with tax collectors at times?

4Luke 15:1 says: “All the tax collectors
and the sinners kept drawing near to him to
hear him > Not every tax collector or sinner
was there, but “all” in the sense of many.
(Compare Luke 4:40.) Which ones? Those
who were interested in having their sins
forgiven. Some such were earlier drawn to
John the Baptizer’s message of repentance.
(Luke 3:12; 7:29) So when others came to
Jesus, his preaching to them did not violate
his counsel at Matthew 18:17. Observe that
“many tax collectors and sinners [heard Je-
sus] and they began following him” (Mark
2:15) These were not ones who wished to
continue in a bad way of life, refusing any
help. Rather, they heard Jesus’ message and
their hearts were touched. Even if they were
still sinning, though likely trying to make
changes, “the fine shepherd” by his preach-
ing to them was imitating his merciful Fa-
ther.—John 10:14.

Forgiveness, a Christian Obligation
5We have these warm assurances of our

*“Tax collectors were especially despised by the
Jewish population of Palestine for several reasons:
(1) they collected money for the foreign power that
occupied the land of Israel, thus indirectly giving
support to this outrage; (2) they were notoriously
unscrupulous, growing wealthy at the expense of
others of their own people; and (3) their work in-
volved them in regular contact with Gentiles, ren-
dering them ritually unclean. Contempt for tax col”
lectors is found both in the N[ew] T[estament] and
the rabbinic literature . . . According to the latter,
hatred was to be extended even to the family of the
tax collector.”—The International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia.

4. In view of his words at Matthew 18:17, why
could Jesus have dealings with some tax collec-
tors and sinners?

5. What is God’s basic position as to forgive-
ness?

Father’s willingness to forgive: “If we con-
fess our sins, he is faithful and righteous so
as to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
fromall unrighteousness. ” “l am writing you
these things that you may not commit a sin.
And yet, if anyone does commit a sin, we
have a helper with the Father, Jesus Christ,
arighteous one.1) " John 1:9; 2:1) Is forgive-
ness possible for a disfellowshipped person?

6Yes. At the time of disfellowshipping
someone for unrepentant sin, elders who
represent the congregation explain to him
that it is possible for him to repent and
receive God’s forgiveness. He may attend
meetings at the Kingdom Hall, where he can
hear Bible instruction that may help him to
repent. (Compare 1 Corinthians 14:23-25.)
In time he may seek reinstatement in the
clean congregation. When elders then meet
with him, they will try to determine whether
he has repented and left his sinful course.
(Matthew 18:18) If that is the case, he may
be reinstated, in line with the pattern at
2 Corinthians 2:5-8. In the event that he had
been disfellowshipped for many years, he
will need to make a concerted effort to pro-
gress. He may also need considerable help
thereafter to build up his Bible knowledge
and appreciation so that he becomes a spiri-
tually strong Christian.

Returning to Jehovah

7But may the elders themselves take any
initiative in approaching a disfellowshipped
person? Yes. The Bible shows that mercy is
expressed not simply by a negative holding
back of punishment but often by positive
acts. We have Jehovah’s example. Before
he sent his unfaithful people into exile, he
prophetically held out the prospect of their
returning: “Remember these things, 0 Ja-
cob, and you, O Israel, because you are my

6. How can a disfellowshipped person be forgiv-
en and reinstated?

7, 8. What pattern did God set in connection
with his exiled people?
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servant. ... | will wipe out your transgres-
sions just as with a cloud, and your sins just
as with a cloud mass. Do return to me, for |
will repurchase you.”—lsaiah 44:21, 22.

8Then, during the exile, Jehovah took
further steps, acting in a positive way. He
sent prophets, his representatives, to invite
Israel to ‘seek him and find him/ (Jeremiah
29:1, 10-14) At Ezekiel 34:16, he likened
himself to a shepherd and the people of the
nation of Israel to lost sheep: “The lost one
I shall search for, and the dispersed one |
shall bring back.” At Jeremiah 31:10, Jeho-
vah also used the imagery of his being a
shepherd of the Israelites. No, he did not
depict himself as a shepherd at the sheepfold
waiting for the lost one to come back; rather,
he showed himself as a shepherd searching
for the lost ones. Note that even while the
people in general were unrepentant and ex-
iled, God initiated efforts to seek their re-
turn. And in line with Malachi 3:6, God
would not change his way of dealing in the
Christian arrangement.

extracanonical passages, but concern for the
individual, even after expulsion, was the basis
of Paul’splea in 2 Cor.2:710~"(ltalics ours.)
Hence, concern of this kind should logically
be shown today by the shepherds of the flock.
(Acts 20:28; 1Peter 5:2) Former friends and
relatives might hope that a disfellowshipped
one would return; yet out of respect for the
command at 1 Corinthians 5:11, they do not
associate with an expelled person.* They
leave it to the appointed shepherds to take
the initiative to see if such a one is interested
in returning.

11t would not be fitting even for elders to
take the initiative toward certain expelled
ones, such as apostates, who ‘speak twist-
ed things to draw away the disciples after
themselves/ These are ‘false teachers who
are trying to bring in destructive sects and
to exploit the congregation with counterfeit
words/ (Acts 20:30; 2 Peter 2:1, 3) The Bible
also does not provide any basis for searching
out disfellowshipped ones who are belliger-
ent or who actively encourage wrongdoing.

9  Does this not suggest that there could be —2 Thessalonians 2:3; 1 Timothy 4:1;

a reason for initiating steps toward some
who are disfellowshipped and who may now
be repentant? Remember that the apostle
Paul gave direction to remove the wicked
man from the Corinthian congregation. Lat-
er he exhorted the congregation to confirm
their love toward the man because of his
repentance, leading to his subsequent re-
instatement in the congregation.—1 Corin-
thians 5:9-13; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11.

10The encyclopedia quoted earlier said:
‘The basic rationale for excommunication
was to protect the standards of the group: “a
little leaven leavens the whole lump” (1 Cor.
5:6). This motive is clear in most biblical and

9. How was God’s example followed in the Chris-
tian congregation?

10. (a) What motive should prompt any efforts
to contact some disfellowshipped persons?
(b) Why would Christian relatives not be the
ones to initiate contact?
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2 John 9-11; Jude 4, 11.

PHowever, many expelled ones are not
like that. One may have ceased the seri-
ous wrongdoing for which he was disfel-
lowshipped. Another may have been using
tobacco, or he may in the past have been
overdrinking, but he is not now trying to
lead others into wrongdoing. Recall that
even before exiled Israel turned to God, he
sent representatives urging them to come
back. Whether Paul or the elders in the
Corinth congregation took some initiative to

*If in a Christian’s household there is a disfellow-
shipped relative, that one would still be part of the
normal, day-to-day household dealings and activi-
ties. This could include being present when spiritual
material is considered as a family.—See The Watch™
tower of November 15, 1988, pages 19-20.

11, 12. What sort of expelled ones would even
elders not want to contact, but what sort might
they visit?



Anyone who was once part of God’s clean and happy congregation
but is now disfellowshipped or disassociated need not remain in such a state.
Rather, that one can repent and take the initiative to communicate with
the elders of the congregation. The way back is open.

check on the disfellowshipped man, the Bible
does not say. When that man had repented
and ended his immorality, Paul directed the
congregation to reinstate him.

Bin recent times there have been cases in
which an elder happened to meet a disfel-
lowshipped person.* Where appropriate, the
shepherd briefly outlined the steps to be
taken for reinstatement. Some persons like
this repented and were reinstated. Such
joyful outcomes indicate that there may be
disfellowshipped or disassociated ones who
would respond to a merciful approach made
by the shepherds. But how might the elders
handle this matter? Once a year at most, the
body of elders should consider whether there
are such persons living in their territory/
The elders would focus on those who have
been expelled for over a year. According to
the circumstances, if it is appropriate, they
would assign two elders (hopefully ones fa-
miliar with the situation) to visit such an
individual. No visit would be made on any
who evidence a critical, dangerous attitude
or who have made it known that they want no
help.—Romans 16:17, 18; 1 Timothy 1:20;
2 Timothy 2:16-18.

MUThe two shepherds could telephone to
ask about making a brief visit, or they could
stop by at a suitable time. During the visit,
they need not be stern or even cool but

*See 1991 Yearbook of Jehovah's Witnesses,
pages 534".

# If any Witness, in the house-to-house preaching
or in another way, learns of a disfellowshipped
person living in the territory, he should give that
information to the elders.

13, 14. (a) What indicates that some expelled
ones might respond to merciful initiatives?
(b) How can the body of elders arrange for
contact to be made?

should warmly reflect their merciful con-
cern. Instead of reviewing the past case,
they could discuss Bible texts such as Isaiah
1:18 and 55:6, 7 and James 5:20. If the
person is interested in returning to God’s
flock, they could kindly explain what steps
he should take, such as reading the Bible and
publications of the Watch Tower Society and
attending meetings at the Kingdom Hall.

BHThese elders will need wisdom and dis-
cernment to determine whether there is in-
dication of repentance and whether a follow-
up visit would be advisable. They should bear
in mind, of course, that some disfellow-
shipped persons will never be ‘revived to
repentance.” (Hebrews 6:4-6; 2 Peter 2
20-22) After the visit, the two would give a
brief oral report to the Congregation Service
Committee. They, in turn, would inform the
body of elders at their next meeting. The
elders’ merciful initiative will have reflected
God’s view: *“‘Return to me, and I will return
to you,” Jehovah of armies has said.”—Mai-
achi 3:7.

Other Merciful Help

¥BWhat of those of us who are not over-
seers and will not be taking such initiatives
toward disfellowshipped persons? What can
we do consistent with this arrangement and
in imitation of Jehovah?

T7As long as someone is disfellowshipped
or disassociated, we need to follow the in-
struction: “Quit mixing in company with
anyone called a brother that is a fornicator
or a greedy person or an idolater or a reviler
or a drunkard or an extortioner, not even

15. What should be kept in mind by elders mak-
ing contact with a disfellowshipped person?

16, 17. How should we view Christian relatives
of someone who is disfellowshipped?
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eating with such a man.” (1 Corinthians
5:11) But this Biblical directive should not
affect our view of Christian family members
who live with the disfellowshipped person.
Ancient Jews reacted so strongly to tax
collectors that their hatred was extended
even to the family of the tax collector. Jesus
did not endorse that. He said that a sinner
who refused help was to be treated “just as a
man of the nations and as a tax collector”; he
did not say that Christian family members
were to be so treated.—Matthew 18:17.

pelled person who may actually discourage
their spiritual pursuits. He may prefer not to
have Christians visit the home; or if they do
come to see the loyal family members, he
may not have the courtesy to keep away from
the visitors. He may also impede the family’s
efforts to go to all Christian meetings
and assemblies. (Compare Matthew 23:13.)
Christians thus disadvantaged truly deserve
our mercy.—2 Corinthians 1:3, 4.

19 Oneway we can show tender mercy is by

‘speaking consolingly’and having encourag-

B We ought to be especially supportive ofing conversations with such faithful ones in

the family members who are faithful Chris-
tians. They may already face pain and obsta-
cles because of living at home with an ex-

18, 19. What are some ways in which we can
display our Christianity toward faithful relatives
of an expelled person?

the household. (1 Thessalonians 5:14) There
are also fine opportunities to give support
before and after meetings, while in field
service, or when together at other times. We
need not mention disfellowshipping but can
discuss many upbuilding things. (Proverbs
25:11; Colossians 1:247)While the elders will
continue to shepherd the Christians in the
family, we might find that we too can visit
without having dealings with the expelled
person. If the disfellowshipped one happens
to answer when we visit or telephone, we can
simply ask for the Christian relative that we
are seeking. Sometimes the Christian family
members may be able to accept an invitation
to our home for association. The point is:
They—young and old—are our fellow ser-
Garo Nalbandian



vants, beloved members of God’s congrega-
tion, not to be isolated.—Psalm 10:14.

2D Another area for showing mercy opens
when an expelled one is reinstated. Jesus’
illustrations highlight the joy in heaven
when ‘one sinner repents.” (Luke 15:7, 10)
Paul wrote to the Corinthians regarding the
man that had been disfellowshipped: “You
should kindly forgive and comfort him, that
somehow such a man may not be swallowed
up by his being overly sad. Therefore | exhort
you to confirm your love for him.” (2 Corin-
thians 2:7, 8) Let us apply that advice sober-
ly and lovingly in the days and weeks after a
person is reinstated.

2Jesus’ illustration of the prodigal son
brings up a danger that we need to avoid.
The older brother did not rejoice at the
prodigal’s return but was resentful. May we
not be like that, harboring ill will over a past
wrong or begrudging a person’s being re-
instated. Rather, our goal is to be like the
father, who illustrated Jehovah’s response.
The father was happy that his son, who was
lost and seemed as good as dead, was found,
or came to life. (Luke 15:25327) Accordingly,
we will freely speak to the reinstated broth-
er and otherwise encourage him. Yes, we

20, 21. How should we feel and act if one is
reinstated?

should make it evident that we are showing
mercy, as our forgiving and merciful heav-
enly Father does.—Matthew 5:7.

2There is no question that if we want to
imitate our God, we must show mercy in
harmony with his commands and his justice.
The psalmist describes him this way: “Jeho-
vah is gracious and merciful, slow to anger
and great in loving-kindness. Jehovah is
good to all, and his mercies are over all his
works." (Psalm 145:8, 9) What a loving pat-
tern for Christians to copy!

22. What is involved in our imitating Jehovah
God?

Did You Note These Points?

O How did Jews treat tax collectors
and sinners, but why did Jesus have
dealings with some of such?

O What Scriptural basis is there for
merciful initiative being taken toward
many lost ones?

O How can bodies of elders take
such initiative, and toward whom?

O How should we show mercy
toward reinstated ones and toward
the families of disfellowshipped
ones?



“THE LORD’S DAY”

INSPIRATION | came to be

in the Lord’s day.” (Revelation

J1J 1:10) So said the aged apostle

John, depicted above, in the first chapter

of the Bible book of Revelation. His words

help us to locate the time of the fulfillment

of the magnificent visions that he goes on
to describe.

Not all, however, agree with this render-
ing of Revelation 1:10. For example, the
German Bible translator Jorg Zink ren-
ders it: “lI was filled with holy spirit—it
was on Sunday.” Most Bible versions,
however, translate the Greek phrase
ky-ri-a-kei'
But in a footnote many claim that it refers
to Sunday. Is this correct?

The German Herders Bibelkommentar, a
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Catholic reference work, explains the rea-
soning behind this thinking when it says:
“Reference is made here [at Revelation
1:10] not to the Day of Final Judgment,
which is likewise known as the ‘Day of the
Lord’, but to a specific day of the week. The
early Christians began celebrating the
first day of the week as the day of their
main church services as early as the mid-
die of the first century. (Acts 20:7: 1 Cor.
16:2)” However, the two scriptures cited
by that reference work in no way prove
that first-century Christians viewed the
first day of the week as “the day of their

he-me'raias “the Lord’sdaychurch services.”

The first text, Acts 20:7, merely re-
cords that Paul, his traveling companions,
and Christians from Troas gathered to-



gether on the first day of
the week for a meal. Since
Paul was going to leave
the next day and he would
not see them again for
some time, he took ad-
vantage of the occasion to
speak to them at length.

The second text, 1 Co-
rinthians 16:2, encour-
aged the Christians at
Corinth to set aside mon-
ey “every first day of the
week” in order to have
something to contribute
to those in need in Judea.
Scholar Adolf Deissmann
suggests that this day
may have been a payday.
At any rate, Paul’s sug-
gestion was practical,
since money could run out
during the week.

Nowhere in the Bible is it said that
Christians in the apostolic era viewed the
first day of the week, now called Sunday,
as a kind of Christian sabbath, a day set
aside exclusively for their regular meet-
ings for worship. It was only after the
death of the apostles that Sunday came to
be viewed in this way and came to be called
“the Lord’s day.” This was part of the
apostasy foretold by Jesus and the apos-
ties themselves.—Matthew 13:36-43; Acts
20:29, 30; 1John 2:18.

What, then, is “the Lord’s day”™? The
context of Revelation 1:10 points to Jesus
as the Lord whose day it is. God’s Word
identifies expressions such as “the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ” with a time of
judgment for mankind and the restoration
of Paradise.—1 Corinthians 1:8; 15:24-26;
Philippians 1:6, 10; 2:16.

Aclear and up-to-date
explanation of each verse
in the book of Revelation

is presented in
“Revelation— Its Grand
Climax At Hand!” This
fascinating Bible-study aid
is now available
in 33 languages

Hence, Hans Bruns, in
his translation with com-
mentary, Das Neue Testa:
merit (The New Testa-
ment), is correct when he
says: “Some maintain that
he[John]is speaking here
of Sunday, but it is far
more likely that he is refer-
ring to the illustrious Day
of the Lord, which is after
all what all of his subse-
quent description pertains
to.”W.E. Vine says:“The
Day of the Lord” ... is
the Day of His manifest-
edjudgmenton the world.”
Fritz Rienecker’s Lexikon
zur Bibel (Lexicon of the
Bible) says that “the
Lord’s day” clearly re-
fers to “judgment day.”

The right understand-
ing of the expression “the Lord’s day”
helps us to understand the whole book of
Revelation. Moreover, the evidence is that
that day has already begun. How impor-
tant it is, then, that we ‘hear the words
of the prophecy of Revelation and observe
the things written in it’—Revelation 1:
3, 19.

In Our Next Issue

m Coping With Crime
in a Chaotic World

m Become United
by the Pure Language

m Keep Sowing Seed
— Jehovah Will Make It Grow
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Do You Remember?

Have you found recent issues of
The Watchtower to be of practical
value? Then why not test your
memory with the following?

O What facts argue against hal-
lowing the supposed site of Je-
sus’ birth?

The Bible does not mention the
exact site of Jesus’birth. The Gos-
pel accounts of Matthew and
Luke give only the bare essentials.
(Matthew 2:1, 5; Luke 2:4-7) A
reading of John 7:40-42 shows
that people in general were igno-
rant of his birthplace, some think-
ing that he was born in Galilee.
Also, during Jesus’ own earthly
life, he never advertised the de-
tails of his birth. — 12/15, page 5.

O How can a Christian maintain
his joy while coping with trials of
physical sickness, depression,
and economic hardship?

God’'s Word supplies the needed
comfort and guidance. By reading
or listening to the psalms, much
needed refreshment can be pro-
vided. David advised us: “Throw
your burden upon Jehovah him-
self, and he himself will sustain
you." He also assured us that Je-
hovah is indeed the “Hearer of
prayer.” (Psalm 55:22; 65:2) Je-
hovah’s organization, through its
publications and its congregation
elders, stands ever ready to help
us grapple with our problems.
— 1/1,pages 14-15.

O What did Jesus mean when
on his way to being impaled, he
said: “If they do these things
when the tree is moist, what
will occur when it is withered?”
(Luke 23:31)

Jesus was referring to the tree of
the Jewish nation. Because of the
presence of Jesus and a remnant
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of Jews who believed in him, the
nation still had some moisture of
life in it. However, when all of these
were taken out from the nation,
only a spiritually dead tree would
remain, a withered national orga-
nization. — 1/15, page 9.

O How can “the pure in heart,”
spoken of at Matthew 5:8, “see
God"?

They “see God” when they ob-
serve him acting in behalf of in-
tegrity keepers. (Compare EXxo-
dus 33:20; Job 19:26; 42:5))
However, the Greek word at Mat-
thew 5:8 rendered “see” also
means “to see with the mind, to
perceive, know.” Since Jesus per-
fectly reflected God’s personal-
ity, insight into that personality
enabled "the pure in heart” to
“see God.” (John 14:7-9)-1/15,
page 16.

O Why do we conclude that Je-
sus is the archangel Michael?

God’s Word mentions only one
archangel, and it speaks of that
angel in reference to the resur-
rected Lord Jesus: “The Lord him-
self will descend from heaven with
a commanding call, with an arch-
angel'svoice and with God’s trum-
pet.” (1 Thessalonians 4:16) At
Jude 9 we find that this arch-
angel's name is Michael.— 2/1,
page 17.

O What are four areas in which
we can show honor to other
people?

We should show honor to political
rulers, to employers, to members
of our family circle, and to those
in the congregation.— 2/1, pag-
es 20-2.

O Shortly before Jesus’ death,
what fine example did he set for
those with aged parents?
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While Jesus was still hanging in
agony on the torture stake, he
gave consideration to the physical
and spiritual welfare of his mother
by entrusting her to the care of his
beloved apostle John. (John 19:
252 /15 —(277,page 8.

O Why did Jesus have to suf-
fer?

Jesus’ sufferings served to settle
the issue of the integrity of God’s
servants. They also equipped him
for his role as a merciful High
Priest for mankind. (Hebrews
4:15)— 2/15, pages 1415~

O What vital issues were raised
by the rebellion in Eden?

Is man able to rule himself sue-
cessfully apart from God? Is it just
on God’s part to demand submis-
sion to his sovereignty? By exten-
sion,would any humans unselfish-
ly choose to serve God of their
own free will?— 3/1, page 6.

O Why have some wrongly par-
taken of the Memorial em-
blems?

Some immature ones may not yet
have a balanced appreciation of
God’s purposes. They may not
acknowledge that anointing “de-
pends, not upon the one wishing
nor upon the one running, but
upon God.”(Romans 9:16) Itis not
up to the individual to decide that
he or she would like to be taken
into the new covenant and be-
come a joint heir with Christ. Je-
hovah's choice is what counts,
and his spirit bears witness to that
choice.(Romans8:16; 1Corinthi-
ans 12:18)— 3/15, page 21.

O What is the “pure language”
that is spoken about in Zephani-
ah 3:9?

Itis a proper understanding of the
truth about God and his purposes.
—4/1, pages 212",



Keep Walking
in Lightand Love

Highlights From First John

TEHOVAH is the Source of

| light and love. We must look
J to God for spiritual light.
(Psalm 43:3) And love is among
the fruits of his holy spirit—Ga-
latians 5:22, 23.

Light, love, and other matters
are discussed in the apostle
John's first inspired letter, likely
penned in or near Ephesus
about 98 C.E. A major reason
for writing it was to safeguard
Christians from apostasy and
help them to keep on walking
in the light. Since we face chal-
lenges to our love, faith, and in-
tegrity to truth, consideration of
this letter will surely benefit us.

‘Walk in the Light'

John made it clear that faithful
Christians must walk in spiritual
light. (1:12:297) He said: "'God is
light and there is no darkness at
all [nothing evil, immoral, un-
true, or unholy] in union with
him." Because spirit-anointed
Christians 'walk in the light,"
they have "asharing" with God,
Christ, and one another. They
have also been cleansed from sin
by Jesus' blood.

Whether we are anointed
Christians with a heavenly hope
or we are looking forward to
eternal life on earth, we will con-
tinue to benefit from Jesus' sacri-
fice only if we love our brothers
but not the world. We must also
avoid being influenced by apos-
tates, such as the ""antichrist,"
who denies both the Father and
the Son. And let us never forget
that life everlasting will be en-
joyed only by those clinging to

the truth and practicing righ-
teousness.

Children of God Display Love

John next identified the chil-
dren of God. (3:1-4:21) For one
thing, they do what is righteous.
They also obey Jehovah God's
commandment 'that they have
faith in the name of his Son,
Jesus Christ, and love one anoth-
er'

An individual having "the
knowledge of God" knows
about Jehovah's purposes and
how His love is expressed. This
should help the person to dis-
play love. Actually, "he that does
not love has not come to know
God, because God is love." Di-
vine love was shown when God

"sent forth his Son as a propitia-
tory sacrifice for our sins.” If Je-
hovah loved us to that extent,
we are obligated to love one an-
other. Yes, anyone claiming to
love God must also be loving his
spiritual brother.

Faith 'Conquers the World'

Love moves God's children to
observe his commandments, but
it is through faith that they con-
quer the world/ (5:1217) Our
faith in God, his Word, and his
Son enables us to conquer the
world" by rejecting its wrong
thinking and ways and by keep-
ing Jehovah's commandments.
God has given 'world conquer-
ors' the hope of eternal life and
hears their prayers that harmo-
nize with his will. Because any-
one "bom from God" does not
practice sin, Satan does not fas-
ten his hold on such a person.
But both anointed ones and Je-
hovah's servants with earthly
hopes should remember that 'the
whole world is lying in the pow-
er of that wicked one.’

A Propitiatory Sacrifice: Jesus "is a propi-
tiatory sacrifice for our sins [those of his
anointed followers], yet not for ours only
but also for the whole world's,” the rest of
mankind. (1 John 2:2) His death was a
"'propitiation (Greek, hilasmos', signifying
a ""means of appeasing,’ an "‘atonement"")
but not in the sense of soothing hurt feel-
ings on God's part. Rather, the sacrifice of
Jesus appeased, or satisfied, the demands of
perfect divine justice. How? By providing
the righteous and just basis for pardoning
sin, so that God ""might be righteous even
when declaring righteous the [inherently
sinful] man that has faith in Jesus.” (Ro-
mans 3:23-26; 5:12) By furnishing the
means for making complete satisfaction for
man's sins, Jesus' sacrifice made it propi-
tious, or favorable, for man to seek and
receive restoration to right relations with
Jehovah. (Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 2:17)
How thankful all of us should be for this!



Walk as Fellow
Workers in the Truth

Highlights From Second and Third John

NOWLEDGE of the truth
Kis an identifying mark of

Jehovah's worshipers.
(John 8:31, 32; 17:17) Walking
in divine truth is essential for
salvation. And God's servants
must be fellow workers in the
truth.

The apostle John's second and

third inspired letters speak of
"walking in the truth." (2 John
4; 3 John 3, 4) Third John also
encourages cooperation as *‘fel-
low workers in the truth."
(3 John 5-8) Likely, both letters
were penned in or near Ephesus
about 98 C.E. But what they say
can benefit Jehovah's people to-
day.

Second John Stresses Truth

Second John first emphasized
truth and love and warned
against "'the antichrist." (Vers-
es 1-7) The letter was addressed
to "'the chosen lady," perhaps an
individual. But if it was sent to a
congregation, her *‘children™
were spirit-begotten Christians

""chosen™ by God for heavenly
life. (Romans 8:16, 17; Philippi-
ans 3:12-14) John rejoiced that
certain ones were "‘walking in
the truth' and thus resisting
apostasy. Yet, they needed to
guard against *'the antichrist,"
who denies that Jesus came in
the flesh. Jehovah's Witnesses to-
day heed such warnings against
apostasy.

John next gave counsel on
dealing with apostates and then
concluded with a personal wish
and greetings. (Verses 8-13) By
such labors as preaching, he and
others had produced fruitage re-
suiting in the conversion of
those to whom he sent his letter.
Only by 'looking out' for them-
selves spiritually would they "'ob-
tain a full reward,"” evidently in-
eluding the heavenly “‘crown™
reserved for faithful anointed
ones. (2 Timothy 4:7, 8) If any-
one 'not remaining in the teach-
ing of the Christ' came to them,
they should 'never receive him
into their homes nor say a greet-

ing to him' so as to avoid being
accomplices in his "wicked
works." After expressing the hope
that he would come and speak
with those fellow believers face™
to~face, John closed with greet-
ings.

Third John Emphasizes Cooperation

Third John was directed to Ga-
ius and first took note of what he
was doing for fellow believers.
(Verses 1-8) Gaius was ""‘walking
in the truth™ by adhering to the
entire body of Christian teach-
ings. He was also *'doing a faith-
ful work™ in assisting visiting
brothers. John wrote: "We . . .
are under obligation to receive
such persons hospitably, that we
may become fellow workers in
the truth."* Jehovah's Witnesses
extend similar hospitality to trav-
eling overseers today.

After contrasting the bad con-
duct of Diotrephes with that of
Demetrius, John concluded his
letter. (Verses 9-14) Glory-
seeking Diotrephes showed no re-
spect for John and even tried to
oust from the congregation those
receiving the brothers hospitably.
A certain Demetrius was cited as
a fine example, though. John
hoped to see Gaius soon and con-
eluded with greetings and a wish
that Gaius enjoy peace.

With Paper, Pen, and Ink: John desired to visit "'the chosen lady™" and her "children’
instead of writing many things to them "with paper and ink.” Rather than continuing
to write to Gaius "with ink and pen," the apostle also hoped to see him soon. (2 John
1, 12; 3 John 1, 13, 14) The Greek word translated "'pen’ (ka'la-mos) refers to a
cane or reed and can be rendered "writing-reed.” Among the Greeks and the
Romans, a reed pen was pointed and slit like quill pens of later times. The

Greek word me'lan, rendered "ink," is the neuter form of the masculine

adjective me las, meaning "black." In the oldest inks, the pigment was a
carbonaceous black— either a form of soot obtained from burning oil or

wood, or a crystalline charcoal from vegetable or animal sources. Usual-

jSBPf

ly, inks were stored as dried bars or cakes, which were moistened by the J
scribe and applied with his brush or reed. The paper of those days was a '



Beware of Apostates!

Highlights From the Letter of Jude

EHOVAH'S servants must

""abhor what is wicked" and

cling to what is good.”" (Ro-
mans 12:9) The Bible writer
Jude helped others to do this in
his letter sent from Palestine
probably about 65 C.E.

Jude called himself “'a slave of
Jesus Christ, but a brother of
James."" This James was evidently
the well-known half brother of
Jesus Christ. (Mark 6:3; Acts 15:
13-21; Galatians 1:19) Jude him-
self was thus Jesus' half brother.
However, he may have thought
it unbecoming to mention this
fleshly tie, since Christ was then
a glorified spirit person in heav-
en. Jude’s letter was very direct
in giving counsel that can help
us to "cling to what is good™ and
beware of apostates.

"Put Up a Hard Fight"

Though Jude intended to write
about the salvation Christians
hold in common, he found it
necessary to urge his readers to
"put up a hard fight for the
faith." (Verses 1-4) Why? Be-
cause ungodly men had slipped
into the congregation and were
'turning the undeserved kindness
of God into an excuse for loose
conduct." They wrongly thought

that they could break God's laws
and yet stay among his people.
May we never yield to such
wicked reasoning but always
pursue righteousness, thankful
that through Jesus' blood God
mercifully washed us from our
sins.—1 Corinthians 6:9-11;

1 John 1:7.

Warnings Set Before Us

It is necessary to guard against
certain attitudes, conduct, and
people. (Verses 5-16) Because
some Israelites saved from Egypt
lacked faith, they were de-
stroyed. Angels that forsook
their proper position have been
“reserved with eternal bonds un-
der dense (spiritual) darkness for
the judgment of the great day."
Gross immorality brought *'the
judicial punishment of everlast-
ing fire" upon Sodom and Go-
morrah. Therefore, let us always
please God and never leave *‘the
path of life.""—Psalm 16:11.

Unlike the archangel Michael,
who would not even bring a
judgment against the Devil in
abusive terms, the ungodly men
spoke abusively of "glorious
ones," evidently those with cer-
tain glory conferred upon them
by God and Christ as anointed

elders. Let us not show disrespect
for God-given authority!

The bad examples of Cain, Ba-
laam, and Korah were followed
by the ungodly men. They
posed a spiritual threat compara-
ble to rocks hidden below water
and were like waterless clouds
and dead, uprooted trees produc-
ing nothing beneficial. Those
apostates were also murmurers,
complainers, and "admirers of
personalities for the sake of their
own benefit/

Keep On Resisting

Jude next gave advice on re-
sisting bad influences. (Vers-
es 17-25) There would be ridi-
culers in "'the last time,"" and true
Christians must endure them and
their taunting words today. To
resist such bad influences, we
should build ourselves up on our
“most holy faith,” pray with
holy spirit, and keep in God's
love, while waiting for Jesus’
mercy to be expressed.

Apparently in the role of false
teachers, the ungodly men
caused some to have doubts.
(Compare 2 Peter 2:1-3.) And
what did doubters need? Why,
spiritual help to be snatched out
of the "fire,"" everlasting destrue-
tion! (Matthew 18:8, 9) But the
godly need not fear that destiny,
for Jehovah will protect them
from "'stumbling'* into sin and
the destruction awaiting apos-
tates.

Hidden Rocks: Jude warned fellow Christians about 'rocks hidden below water in their love feasts.
(Jude 12) Feigning love for believers, such apostates were like jagged underwater rocks that could
wreck ships or rip and kill swimmers. Love feasts may have been banquets to which materially
prosperous Christians invited poor fellow believers. The Church Father Chrysostom (347?407~ C.E.)
said: "They all met at a common feast: the rich bringing provisions, and the poor and those who had
nothing being invited, they all feasted in common together." Whatever was the nature of the early
love feasts, Jude's warning helped the faithful to beware of apostate ‘hidden rocks’ that could bring
about spiritual death. Though Christians were not commanded to hold love feasts, and they are not
held today, Jehovah's people do help one another materially in times of need and do have pleasurable

fellowship.






