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opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. 
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litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.
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BETHLEHEM
Symbol of Christian Unity and Love?

[Greek Orthodox believers] for the hege- 
mony in the Nativity church.” These re- 
current “bloody struggles” for control of- 
ten centered on the silver star in the 
Grotto of the Nativity, which is located 
underground, beneath the Church of the 
Nativity. This star is said to mark the 
actual site of Christ’s birth. R. W. Hamil- 
ton reports in his book Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem: “It is well known that 
two of the questions in the dispute be- 
tween France and Russia which led up to 
the Crimean war were concerned with the 
rival claims to possession of the keys of 
the main doors of the basilica and of the 
crypt [Grotto of the Nativity], and with 
the mysterious theft one night in 1847 of 
the silver star with a Latin inscription 
which was let into a slab of marble be- 
neath the altar of the Nativity.”

As a result of the continuous inter- 
denominational conflicts throughout the 
centuries over rights in these places, “the 
rights of each denomination are now care- 
fully prescribed. Of the 53 lamps in the 
grotto, for example, the Franciscans are 
allowed 19. The Altar of the Nativity is 
owned by the Greeks, and the Latins are

/ / ' D ETHLEHEM · · · is a proof of 
endless love, it is a lesson in hu- 

a - J  mility.”—Maria Teresa Petrozzi, 
authoress of the book Bethlehem.

Does Bethlehem mean something like 
that to you? Perhaps so, since hundreds of 
millions of sincere, peace-loving people the 
world over look reverently toward Bethle- 
hem, especially during the Christmas sea- 
son. They are mindful that this small Mid- 
die Eastern city is the birthplace of the 
“Prince of Peace,” Jesus Christ. For cen- 
turies pilgrims have flocked here to visit 
one of Christendom’s holiest places and 
perhaps to venerate it. That is the Grotto 
of the Nativity, the traditional birthplace 
of Jesus Christ. It is in the large, historic 
complex called the Church of the Nativity. 
—Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 2:1.

However, in reality, have these tradi- 
tional holy places served as focal points of 
Christian unity, love, and humility? What 
do you conclude from the following?

Catholic writer Maria Teresa Petrozzi 
comments in Bethlehem: “Starting from 
the 16th cent., [Bethlehem] suffered from 
the bitter and bloody struggles between 
Latins [Roman Catholics] and Greeks
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Orthodox churches celebrate their Christ- 
mas Masses. On January 18, the Armenian 
Orthodox Christmas Mass is held, with a 
procession on January 19.

Does the foregoing suggest that Bethle- 
hem’s traditional holy places are ‘a proof 
of endless love, a lesson in humility’? Ad- 
ditionally, do they reflect the truth about 
the circumstances of the birth of Jesus? 
For example, when was he born? Was he 
actually born in what is now the Nativity 
Grotto? And should you or anyone else 
venerate his birthplace?

not allowed to hold services there.”—His- 
torical Sites in Israel.

During the Christmas season, if the po- 
litical climate permits, each of the religious 
communities of Christendom present holds 
its own Christmas Mass and has a proces- 
sion through Bethlehem. On December 24 
and 25, the Latins have a procession 
and midnight Mass in Saint Catherine’s 
Church, next to the Church of the Nativity, 
which is now shared by the Greek and the 
Armenian Orthodox churches. On Janu- 
ary 6, the Greek, the Syrian, and the Coptic

What Is the Truth About
BETHLEHEM

AND

CHRISTMAS?
date attributed to Christ’s birth: “The 
date of December 25 does not correspond 
to Christ’s birth but to the feast of the 
Natalis Solis Invicti, the Roman sun festi- 
val at the solstice.”

So you may ask, ‘If Jesus was not born 
on December 25, when was he born?’ From 
Matthew chapters 26 and 27, we under- 
stand that Jesus died at the time of 
the Jewish Passover, which commenced 
April 1, 33 C.E. Moreover, Luke 3:21-23 
informs us that Jesus was about 30 years 
of age when he commenced his ministry. 
Since his earthly ministry lasted three and 
a half years, he was about 33 1/2 years old 
at the time of his death. Christ would have 
been a full 34 years old six months later, 
which would thus be about October 1. If we 
count back to see when Jesus was born, we 
reach, not December 25 or January 6, but 
about October 1 of the year 2 B.C.E.

A  THEN we think of the Mystery 
\ / \ l  of Bethlehem we cannot pre- 
»  w vent questions and doubts 

from coming to our mind.”—Bethlehem, 
by Maria Teresa Petrozzi.

‘Why questions and doubts?’ you may 
ask. After all, the various beliefs concern- 
ing Christmas, and the sites connected 
with these beliefs, are founded on fact. Or 
are they?

When Was He Born?
Regarding the birth date of Jesus, Ma- 

ria Teresa Petrozzi asks: “When exactly 
was the Redeemer born? We would like 
to know not only the year but also the 
month, day, hour. Mathematic precision is 
not granted us.” The New Catholic Ency- 
clopedia supports this: “The date of the 
birth of Jesus Christ can be calculated 
only approximately.” It says regarding the

4 THE WATCHTOWER-DECEMBER 15, 1990
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sus was born in Bethlehem and, according 
to Luke, that the baby was bound with 
cloth bands and laid in a manger.—Luke 
2:7.

Why did the Gospel writers not add 
more details? Maria Teresa Petrozzi ob- 
serves: “The Evangelists neglect these 
details, evidently because they consider 
them meaningless.” In fact, it is evident 
that Jesus himself did not consider the 
details of his birth as especially meaning- 
ful, for he never once is quoted as men- 
tioning either his birth date or the precise 
site of his birth. Even though born in 
Bethlehem, Jesus did not regard that 
place as his home, but the area of Galilee 
was referred to as “his home territory.” 
—Mark 6:1, 3, 4; Matthew 2:4, 5; 13:54.

A reading of John 7:40-42 shows that 
people in general were ignorant of his 
birthplace, thinking that he was born in 
Galilee: “Some were saying: ‘The Christ is 
not actually coming out of Galilee, is he?’ ” 
Based on what was recorded at John 7:41, 
The Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem con- 
eludes: “That such discussions arose does 
not in itself disprove the fact that Christ 
was born in Bethlehem; but at least it 
shows that many of His associates were 
unaware of it.”

It is obvious that during Jesus’ own 
earthly lifetime, he did not advertise the 
details of his birth. No emphasis was put 
on the site of his birth. What, then, is the

In winter, snow may blanket 
the ground near Bethlehem. 

Would shepherds sleep 
outside with their sheep?

It is also noteworthy that 
during the month of Decern- 
her, Bethlehem and its sur- 
roundings are subject to win- 
try  cold weather, chilling 
rains, and sometimes snow.
One does not find shepherds 
with their flocks outside at 
night during that time. This is not a 
recent weather phenomenon. The Scrip- 
tures report that Judean king Jehoiakim 
“was sitting in the winter house, in the 
ninth month [Chislev, corresponding to 
November-December], with a brazier 
burning before him.” (Jeremiah 36:22) He 
needed the heat to keep warm. Further, at 
Ezra 10:9, 13 we find clear evidence that 
the month of Chislev was “the season of 
showers of rain, and it is not possible to 
stand outside.” All of this indicates that 
weather conditions in Bethlehem in De- 
cember do not fit the Bible’s description of 
the events connected with the birth of 
Jesus Christ.—Luke 2:8-11.

At What Place?
What is the proper view of the site that 

was part of the inspiration for the Cri- 
mean war (1853-56), which ‘bloody strug- 
gle’ claimed the lives of over a hundred 
thousand French soldiers? Is that spot 
really the birthplace of Jesus?

To begin with, the Bible itself does not 
mention the precise site of Jesus’ birth. 
Matthew and Luke confirm that Jesus’ 
birth fulfilled the Messianic prophecy 
at Micah 5:2, which had predicted that 
“the one who is to become ruler in Israel, 
whose origin is from early times,” would 
come from Bethlehem. (Matthew 2:1, 5; 
Luke 2:4) Both Gospel accounts mention 
only the bare essentials, namely, that Je­
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W. H. Bartlett, in his book Walks About 
the City and Environs of Jerusalem (1842), 
surmised regarding this grotto: “Though 
the tradition that this is the birth-place of 
our Saviour, is of respectable antiquity, 
being mentioned by St. Jerome, who lived 
and died in a neighbouring cell, the spot 
is at variance with probability, as al- 
though it may occasionally happen that 
caverns are used as stables in Palestine, 
this is deeper underground than would be 
convenient for such a purpose; and when 
we consider, in addition, the tendency of 
the monks to fix the scene of remark- 
able scriptural events in grottoes, perhaps 
from the impressiveness of such spots, the 
presumption against the site appears al- 
most conclusive.”

What can we conclude from the histor- 
ical evidence at hand and, more impor- 
tant, from the Scriptural fact that neither 
Jesus nor his disciples assigned any im- 
portance to his birthplace? It is evident 
that when Queen Helena, the mother of 
Constantine the Great, fixed the site of 
the Church of the Nativity in the year 
326 C.E., she did so on the basis of what 
Hamilton cites as ‘association by long 
tradition.’ It was not on the basis of his- 
torical or Biblical proof.

This leads to the further conclusion that 
the actual site of Christ’s birth is un- 
known. Is it logical, therefore, that the 
faithful are to go on pilgrimages to such 
places as the Grotto of the Nativity and 
venerate them? If, indeed, such were re- 
quired of Christians, would not Jesus him- 
self have informed his disciples of the 
obligation or even that kind of wish on his 
part? Would it not be recorded in God’s 
Word, the Bible, for the world of mankind 
to read? Inasmuch as such evidences are 
conspicuously absent from the Holy Scrip- 
tures, we do well to inquire what Jesus did 
consider worthy of commemoration.

basis for the belief that the Nativity 
Grotto is the spot where Joseph brought 
Mary for her to give birth?

Petrozzi candidly admits: “It is not pos- 
sible to know for sure whether the grotto 
was one of the numberless natural caves 
existing in the neighborhood of Bethle- 
hem, or a cavern used as a stable in an 
inn. However, the tradition which goes 
back to the first half of the 2nd cent., 
is explicit; it is a grotto-stable.”—Italics 
ours.

Mere Tradition
Maria Teresa Petrozzi and R. W. Hamil- 

ton, along with various other students of 
the history of Bethlehem, indicate that 
Justin Martyr, of the second century C.E., 
was the first to claim that Jesus was born 
in a grotto, without specifying which one. 
Hamilton concludes regarding Justin Mar- 
ty r’s statement: “This is a passing refer- 
ence, and to assume that St. Justin had in 
mind a particular cave, still more that he 
was referring to the present Cave of the 
Nativity, would be to press too hard the 
evidence of a single word.”

In a footnote Hamilton writes: “An ac- 
count of the Nativity which occurs in the 
apocryphal ‘Book of James’ or ‘Protevan- 
gelium’, written about the same period, 
also introduces a cave, but describes it as 
lying half-way to Bethlehem. So far as it 
has any historical value the story suggests 
that the tradition was not yet linked with 
any single spot, certainly not with the 
Cave of the Nativity.”

Third-century religion writers Origen 
and Eusebius tie the tradition as then 
known to a particular site. Hamilton rea- 
sons: “Once the story had become attached 
to a particular cave it was not likely to 
wander; and it is safe to infer that the 
cave shown to visitors soon after A.D. 200 
was identical with the present Cave of the 
Nativity.”

6 THE WATCHTOWER—DECEMBER 15, 1990
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To attend this important celebration in 
obedience to Jesus’ command, you do not 
have to travel to Jerusalem or to Bethle- 
hem. Neither Jesus nor his disciples attrib- 
uted importance to places as focal points of 
Christian worship. On the contrary, Jesus 
told a Samaritan woman, who centered her 
worship at Gerizim, a mountain in Samar- 
ia, north of Jerusalem: “Believe me, worn- 
an, The hour is coming when neither in 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
people worship the Father. Nevertheless, 
the hour is coming, and it is now, when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father 
with spirit and truth, for, indeed, the Fa- 
ther is looking for suchlike ones to worship 
him.”—John 4:21, 23.

Those who worship the Father with 
spirit and truth do not depend on special 
sites, such as Bethlehem, or on objects, 
such as images, in their worship. The 
apostle Paul said: “While we have our 
home in the body, we are absent from the 
Lord, for we are walking by faith, not by 
sight.”—2 Corinthians 5:6, 7.

However, you may still ponder, how can 
one worship God in a manner acceptable 
to him? The next time one of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses comes to your door, please ask 
him or her.

Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem 
and its underground grotto

Search as we may, the only occasion we 
will find that Jesus’ disciples were to com- 
memorate through the generations was 
his sacrificial death. He died in the spring, 
shortly after celebrating his last Passover 
meal with his disciples. On that occasion 
he directed his faithful disciples to have 
a symbolic meal using unleavened bread, 
like matzoth, and red wine. Regarding 
this simple ceremony, which first took 
place April 1, 33 C.E., he commanded: 
“Keep doing this in remembrance of me.” 
—Luke 22:19, 20.

In obedience to this Scriptural command 
from Jesus himself, Jehovah’s Witnesses 
the world over annually celebrate the Me- 
morial of Christ’s sacrificial death. They do 
not hold this Christian gathering at some 
special location in an upper room in Jeru- 
salem, for Jesus did not specify that. But 
throughout the world, they assemble in 
their Kingdom Halls and at other suitable 
meeting places in their locality. The next 
celebration will take place on March 30, 
1991, after sundown. You are invited to 
attend at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses nearest to your home.

THE WATCHTOWER-DECEMBER 15, 1990 7



Jesus’ IfcsS
From Pilate to Herod 

and Back Again
at his side, he tells the chief priests and 
those with them: “I find no crime in this 
man.”

Angered by the decision, the crowds 
begin to insist: “He stirs up the people 
by teaching throughout all Judea, even 
starting out from Galilee to here.”

The unreasoning fanaticism of the 
Jews must amaze Pilate. So, as the 
chief priests and older men continue 
shouting, Pilate turns to Jesus and 
asks: “Do you not hear how many things 
they are testifying against you?” Still, 
Jesus makes no attempt to answer. His 
calmness in the face of the wild accusa- 
tions causes Pilate to marvel.

Learning that Jesus is a Galilean, Pi- 
late sees a way out of responsibility for 
him. The ruler of Galilee, Herod Antipas 
(son of Herod the Great), is in Jerusalem 
for the Passover, so Pilate sends Jesus 
to him. Earlier, Herod Antipas had John 
the Baptizer beheaded, and then Her- 
od became frightened when he heard 
about the miraculous works Jesus was 
performing, fearing that Jesus was ac- 
tually John who had been raised from 
the dead.

Now, Herod is overjoyed at the pros- 
pect of seeing Jesus. This is not be- 
cause he is concerned about Jesus’ 
welfare or that he wants to make 
any real attempt to learn whether the 
charges against him are true or not. 
Rather, he is simply curious and hopes 
to see Jesus perform some miracle.

Jesus, however, refuses to satisfy 
Herod’s curiosity. In fact, as Herod 
questions him, he does not say a word.

WHEN the Jews charge Jesus with 
saying that he is a king, Pilate 
again enters the governor’s pal- 

ace to question him. Although Jesus 
makes no attempt to conceal that he is 
a king, he explains that his Kingdom is 
no threat to Rome.

“My kingdom is no part of this world,” 
Jesus tells Pilate. “ If my kingdom were 
part of this world, my attendants would 
have fought that I should not be deliv- 
ered up to the Jews. But, as it is, my 
kingdom is not from this source.” Jesus 
thus acknowledges three times that he 
has a Kingdom, although it is not of an 
earthly source.

Yet, Pilate presses him further: “Well, 
then, are you a king?” That is, are you a 
king even though your Kingdom is no 
part of this world.

Jesus lets Pilate know that he has 
drawn the right conclusion, answering: 
“You yourself are saying that I am a 
king. For this I have been born, and for 
this I have come into the world, that I 
should bear witness to the truth. Every- 
one that is on the side of the truth lis- 
tens to my voice.”

Yes, Jesus’ very existence on earth is 
to bear witness to “the truth,” specifical- 
ly the truth about his Kingdom. Jesus is 
prepared to be faithful to that truth even 
if it costs him his life. Although Pilate 
asks: “What is truth?” he does not wait 
for further explanation. He has heard 
enough to render judgment.

Pilate returns to the crowd waiting 
outside the palace. Evidently with Jesus

8 THE WATCHTOWER-DECEMBER 15, 1990



realizes that it is only because of envy 
that the priests have handed him over. 
But as Pilate continues to try to release 
Jesus, he receives another strong moti- 
vation to do so. While he is on his judg- 
ment seat, his wife sends a message, 
urging him: “Have nothing to do with 
that righteous man, for I suffered a lot 
today in a dream [evidently of divine 
origin] because of him.”

Yet, how can Pilate release this in- 
nocent man, as he knows he should? 
John 18 :36 -38; Luke 2 3 :4 -1 6 ; M atthew  
2 7 :1 2 -1 4 , 18, 19; 14:1, 2; Mark 15:2 -5 .
♦ How does Jesus answer the question regard- 
ing his kingship?
♦ What is “the truth” about which Jesus spent 
his earthly life bearing witness?
♦ What is Pilate’s judgment, how do the people 
respond, and what does Pilate do with Jesus?
♦ Who is Herod Antipas, why is he overjoyed to 
see Jesus, and what does he do with him?
♦ Why is Pilate eager to free Jesus?

Disappointed, Herod and his soldier 
guards make fun of Jesus. They clothe 
him with a bright garment and mock him. 
Then they send him back to Pilate. As a 
result, Herod and Pilate, who had for- 
merly been enemies, become good 
friends.

When Jesus returns, Pilate calls the 
chief priests, the Jewish rulers, and the 
people together and says: “You brought 
this man to me as one inciting the peo- 
pie to revolt, and, look! I examined him in 
front of you but found in this man no 
ground for the charges you are bringing 
against him. In fact, neither did Herod, 
for he sent him back to us; and, look! 
nothing deserving of death has been 
committed by him. I will therefore chas- 
tise him and release him.”

Thus, Pilate twice has declared Jesus 
innocent. He is eager to free him, for he



 Let anyone hearing״
say: ,Com e!״׳

"The spirit and the bride keep on saying: 'Come!' And let anyone hearing say: 
'Come!' And let anyone thirsting come; let anyone that wishes take life's water

free."— REVELATION 22:17.

fountain of water bubbling up to impart 
everlasting life.״ (John 4:14) From where 
did Jesus get this “water”?

2 The apostle John was privileged to see 
in vision the source from which this “wa- 
ter” issued forth, as he noted at Revela- 
tion 22:1: “He showed me a river of water 
of life, clear as crystal, flowing out from

2. W hat is the source of the  “w ater,” and only 
a fte r w hat event could it flow?

YOU are invited to “come!” Come for 
what? Why, come to quench your 
thirst with water. This is not ordi- 

nary water but the same water that Jesus 
Christ spoke of when he said to the Sa- 
maritan woman at the well: “Whoever 
drinks from the water that I will give him 
will never get thirsty at all, but the water 
that I will give him will become in him a

1. To w hat “w ate r” are we invited to “come!”

10 THE WATCHTOWER—DECEMBER 15, 1990



Throughout the coming year, Jehovah's Witnesses 
in more than 200 lands worldwide will be expending themselves 

in harmony with their 1991 yeartext:
"LET ANYONE HEARING SAY: COME!"'

Need for Waters of Life Arises
5 Sadly, the first parents of the human 

family did not adhere to the course in life 
that would have given their offspring the 
opportunity to enjoy perfect human life 
forever in a paradise home. Everlasting 
life for mankind required that Adam make 
the intelligent choice of serving his Cre- 
ator obediently. Under the influence of a 
rebellious spirit creature, Eve started the 
movement that resulted in death to man- 
kind, and Adam, her perfect husband, 
chose to join her in that death-dealing 
course. Thus, as the giver of natural life 
to succeeding generations of humankind, 
Adam was really the one that introduced 
the operation of death into the entire hu- 
man family. So it is that the Bible states: 
“Through one man sin entered into the 
world and death through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men because they had 
all sinned.” (Romans 5:12) It was after 
Adam and Eve had fallen into sin that 
they began to add new members to the 
human family.—Psalm 51:5.

6 Was God to be forever blocked in ac- 
complishing his purpose of a paradise 
earth filled with perfect humans? The Bib- 
lical answer is, of course, no! Neverthe- 
less, to the end of fulfilling his purpose, 
Jehovah made a loving provision that 
would counteract Adam’s disastrous fail- 
ure and yet would be in full harmony with 
justice and righteousness, of which He is 
the complete and ultimate expression. He

5. How did m ankind come to need th is  divine 
provision?
6. W hy did Jehovah arrange  for th e  “w a te r” to 
be available?

the throne of God and of the Lamb.” Yes, 
the source of this crystal-clear water with 
life-giving elements is none other than the 
Life-Giver, Jehovah himself, who makes it 
available through the Lamb, Jesus Christ. 
(Compare Revelation 21:6.) Since “the 
throne of God and of the Lamb” is men- 
tioned, it must be after the establishment 
of the Messianic Kingdom in 1914, that is, 
after the Lord’s day began, that the water 
of life begins to flow.—Revelation 1:10.

3What does this water of life symbol- 
ize? It pictures God’s provision for restor- 
ing perfect human life, everlasting life in 
perfection on an earth transformed into a 
paradise. The water of life represents 
all the provisions for life through Jesus 
Christ. Is all of this available now? No, not 
all of it, for God must first remove the 
present wicked system of things with its 
invisible ruler, Satan the Devil. But we 
can take what is available of this “water” 
now by hearing and obeying the good 
news of the Kingdom and conforming our 
lives thereto.—John 3:16; Romans 12:2.

4 Thus, after showing John the ‘river of 
life,’ Jesus spoke to John about His pur- 
pose in sending His angel with the vision. 
Then John heard the proclamation: “The 
spirit and the bride keep on saying: 
‘Come!’ And let anyone hearing say: 
‘Come!’ And let anyone thirsting come; let 
anyone that wishes take life’s water free.” 
(Revelation 22:17) Hence, servants of God 
extend the invitation to thirsty ones to 
begin drinking of God’s provisions for 
gaining eternal life on earth through the 
Lamb of God.—John 1:29.

3, 4. W hat does the  “w a te r” rep resen t, and for 
whom is it  to be available?
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9 Thrillingly, the last book of the Bible 
shows that ‘a great crowd, whom no man 
could number,’ would respond to the proc- 
lamation of the good news of God’s King- 
dom and would firmly put themselves on 
the side of that royal government. (Reve- 
lation 7:9, 10, 16, 17) Are you one of that 
great crowd? Then, “let anyone hearing 
say: ‘Come!’”

Spirit and Bride Say, “Come!”
10 But why are God and the figurative 

Bridegroom not mentioned at Revelation 
22:17? First, note that the verse does not 
state under whose direction the spirit 
acts. Yet, the reference to spirit directs 
our attention to Jehovah God himself. The 
Father is not pushed out of the picture, 
since he is the very Source of holy spirit. 
Second, the Son cooperates fully with his 
Father, as he himself says: “The Son can- 
not do a single thing of his own initiative, 
but only what he beholds the Father do- 
ing.” (John 5:19) Moreover, while this in- 
vitation is an inspired utterance ultimate- 
ly originating with Jehovah God, humans 
can receive divine direction, or “inspired 
expressions,” by means of Jesus Christ, 
“the Word.” (Revelation 22:6; also 22:17, 
Reference Bible, footnote; John 1:1) Appro- 
priately, then, we associate Christ, the 
Bridegroom, with this invitation. Yes, we 
can be certain that both Jehovah God, the 
Father of the Groom, and Jesus Christ, 
the Bridegroom, join with “the bride” 
by means of the holy spirit in saying, 
“Come!”

11 For decades this invitation to “come!” 
has been going forth to people thirsting

9. How do we know th a t i t  is no t for ju s t a sm all 
group?
10. W here m ust the symbolic w ater o rig inate, 
and why?
11. 12. (a) W hat early  ind ication  was th e re  
th a t the  inv ita tion  to drink  would be expanded? 
(b) How did the  m a tte r become increasingly clear 
over the years?

does this through the “river of water of 
life.” By means of it, he will restore 
perfect human life to obedient mankind, 
whose access to the Source of life was 
forfeited. This river flows in its fullest 
sense during the Thousand Year Reign of 
Jesus Christ. Thus, throughout Christ’s 
Millennial Rule, humans, including those 
resurrected from the dead, must drink 
of the “river of water of life.”—Compare 
Ezekiel 47:1-10; Acts 24:15.

7 Jehovah enjoys his own life, and he 
also enjoys bestowing the privilege of in- 
telligent life upon some of his creation. 
The basis of Jehovah’s life-giving provi- 
sions is Jesus’ ransom sacrifice. (Mark 
10:45; 1 John 4:9, 10) Also involved is 
God’s Word, which the Bible at times 
terms “water.” (Ephesians 5:26) Jehovah 
God is free to say, “Come!” to human 
creatures, who suffered the loss of the 
original provisions that God made for the 
perfect human pair, Adam and Eve.

Bride Class Extend 
the Invitation, “Come!”

8 The first to extend the invitation to 
“come!” are those who make up the figura- 
tive bride of the Lamb, the firstborn spir- 
itual Son of Jehovah. (Revelation 14:1, 
3, 4; 21:9) The spiritual bride of Christ is 
not saying, “Come!” to herself, that is, to 
those whom Jehovah God would yet gather 
as part of the bride class in order to make 
it 144,000 strong. Those words of invita- 
tion are extended to humans who hope to 
attain to perfect human life on earth after 
Armageddon. (Revelation 16:14, 16) Dur- 
ing this conclusion of the system of things 
since 1914, we have heard the invitation 
being extended by “the bride,” in collabo- 
ration with the holy spirit of God.

7. On w hat basis is the  provision for “w ater” 
made?
8. To whom and when was th is  “w ater” first 
provided?
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Watchtower pointed out the responsibility 
of the “other sheep,” in their turn, to say, 
“Come!” (John 10:16) In its issue of Au- 
gust 1, page 232, paragraph 29 stated: 
“Jehovah’s witnesses now have the zeal 
like to that of Jehu and they should en- 
courage the Jehonadab class [other sheep] 
to come along with them and to take some 
part in proclaiming to others that the 
kingdom of God is at hand.” Then, after 
quoting Revelation 22:17, the paragraph 
said: “Let the anointed encourage all who 
will to take part in telling the good news 
of the kingdom. They do not have to be 
anointed of the Lord in order to declare 
the Lord’s message. It is a great comfort 
to Jehovah’s witnesses to now know that 
they are permitted to carry the waters of 
life to a class of people that may be taken 
through Armageddon and given everlast- 
ing life on the earth by reason of the 
bounteous goodness of Jehovah.”*

14 From 1934 onward, the anointed rem- 
nant pointed out that these other sheep 
must now make a dedication of themselves 
to God and symbolize this dedication by 
water baptism and then join with the 
bride class in saying, “Come!” to yet other 
thirsty ones. Thus, there was now a def- 
inite invitation being extended by the 
bride class for gathering these thirsty oth- 
er sheep together into the “one flock” un- 
der the “one shepherd,” Jesus Christ. 
(John 10:16) In 1935 the anointed rem- 
nant were stirred to learn at their general 
convention that year that the sheeplike

* The Watchtower of August 15, 1934, also re- 
ferred to the responsibility of the other sheep and 
said on page 249, paragraph 31: “The Jonadab class 
are of those who ‘hear’ the message of tru th  and who 
must say to those in their hearing: ‘Come. And let 
him that heareth say, Come. And let him tha t is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely.’ (Rev. 22:17) Those of the Jon- 
adab class must go along with those who are of the 
antitypical Jehu company, th a t is, the anointed, and 
announce the message of the kingdom, even though 
they are not the anointed witnesses of Jehovah.”

for “life’s water.” Even back in 1918, the 
bride class began preaching a message 
that particularly involved those who 
might live on the earth. It was the public 
talk entitled “Millions Now Living May 
Never Die.” This offered a hope that many 
would survive Armageddon and thereafter 
gain eternal life on the Paradise earth 
under God’s Messianic Kingdom. But that 
message did not definitely show the way 
to this survival privilege, except by righ- 
teousness in general.

12 To reach more people with the invita- 
tion, “Come!” in 1922 the message went 
out to all those who were interested in 
serving God: “Advertise the King and 
Kingdom.” In 1923 the bride class under- 
stood that “the sheep” and “the goats” of 
Jesus’ parable at Matthew 25:31-46 are 
manifest prior to Armageddon. Then, in 
1929, The Watch Tower of March 15 fea- 
tured the article “Gracious Invitation.” Its 
theme text was Revelation 22:17, and it 
highlighted the responsibility of the bride 
class to extend the invitation, “Come!” 
—Pages 87-9.*

Other Sheep Join in Saying, “Come!”
13 Moreover, as early as 1932, The

*Among other things, this article said: “Never 
has there been so wide a witness of the tru th  as 
during the past few years. . . . The rem nant bring 
them the glad message, and to them they say: ‘And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.’ 
They are told that they may now take their stand on 
the side of the Lord, and against the Devil, and 
receive a blessing. Is it not such a class of people 
that may now seek meekness and righteousness, and 
be hid in the day of his expressed wrath, and be 
carried beyond the great battle of Armageddon and 
live for ever and not die? (Zeph. 2 : 3 ) . . .  The faithful 
rem nant class join in the gracious invitation and 
say, ‘Come.’ This message is to be proclaimed to 
those who have a desire for righteousness and truth. 
It must be done now.”

13, 14. In  the  1930’s, w hat additional clarifica- 
tion was provided th a t o thers would d rink  of the 
symbolic w ater?
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thirst must circulate the invitation. They 
must extend it to everyone without regard 
for race, nationality, language, or present 
religion—everyone everywhere! W hat 
there is available of “life’s water” at the 
present time is what Jehovah’s Witnesses 
invite and help all peoples to partake of, 
free!

17 Earth wide, the Lamb, Jesus Christ, 
is indeed guiding the great crowd “to 
fountains of waters of life.” (Revelation 
7:17) No polluted water this, but clear, 
cool, wholesome water right from its 
Source. These symbolic waters mean more 
than waters in the sense of understanding 
Bible truth; they mean all of God’s pro- 
visions through Jesus Christ that begin 
even now to set the great crowd on the 
path to attaining to everlasting perfect 
life in happiness.

Join Now in the Proclamation
18Already, this great crowd numbers 

several million. They zealously continue to 
proclaim the good news of the Kingdom in 
all the inhabited earth. They regularly 
report their field activities in preaching 
the Kingdom good news, which has now 
gone to 212 lands. As time during this 
conclusion of the system of things allows, 
the invitation will continue according to 
the patience and long-suffering of Jehovah 
God, the Great Timekeeper. He will know 
when the time is up and when it is the 
critical moment for him to make himself 
known to all as Jehovah, just as he has 
promised to do according to repeated 
statements in Bible prophecy.—Ezekiel 
36:23; 38:21-23; 39:7.

19While there is still time, therefore, 
members of the great crowd joyfully par-

17. W hat so rt of “w ater” is available today?
18. How extensive is the  inv ita tion  in  our tim e?
19. W hy can we say th a t th is  “w ate r” is offered 
free?

class of people to whom they were saying, 
“Come!” was actually the “great crowd” of 
Revelation 7:9-17. This gave tremendous 
impetus to the invitation work.

15 In saying, “Come!” the bride class was 
in harmony with God’s spirit. By means of 
his spirit in opening up the meaning of 
the prophecies of his written Word, he 
caused the remnant of the bride class to 
extend the invitation. These prophecies on 
which their invitation was based had been 
inspired by the spirit of God. So it was, in 
effect, God’s spirit flowing through Christ 
and his bride that was saying to the great 
crowd of sheeplike people, “Come!”—Rev- 
elation 19:10.

16 To this day the spirit and the bride, 
represented by the remnant, “keep on say- 
ing: ‘Come!’ ” The remnant tell these other 
sheep to invite still others to “come!” They 
are not to keep “life’s water,” as it is 
available today, to themselves. They must 
obey the command from “the spirit and 
the bride,” namely: “Let anyone hearing 
say: ‘Come!’” All those quenching their

15. How was “the  sp ir it” involved in the invita- 
tion , “Come”?
16. How are the  sp irit and  the  bride tied  in w ith 
th e  inv ita tion  today?

What Is Your Answer?
□ What “water” is referred to at 
Revelation 22:17?
□ What is the source of the 
“water”?
□ Why is the “water” needed, and 
when only could it start to flow?
□ In our text, what does the 
reference to “spirit” indicate, and 
how is “the bride” involved?
□ Who can partake of the “water,” 
and with what result?
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21 Certainly, it will be an unspeakably 
grand privilege and joy to be in such a new 
world! Then the commission that God gave 
to the first human couple at Genesis 1: 
27, 28 will be abundantly fulfilled. Thanks 
to Jehovah’s masterfully handling the ca- 
lamity that befell the human family, the 
earth will be subdued to the extent of 
being a paradise and will be filled with a 
perfect human race. Yes, God will see 
everything he has made, and, look, it 
be very good. Will you be there? If so, then 
you must now appreciatively begin to par- 
take of the water of life freely. “Come!” 
and drink your fill and quench your thirst 
with life’s water that has begun to flow 
now and will flow in fullness during the 
Millennium to come. And let anyone hear- 
ing this sweet invitation say: “Come!”

21. How will God’s purpose for th e  e a rth  be 
accomplished?

ticipate with the remnant of the bridal 
company in saying: ‘Come and partake of 
the waters of life free!’ The proclaimers of 
this lifesaving good news are freely mak- 
ing the proclamation, not charging for the 
services they render as they circulate the 
Kingdom message throughout the world.

20Life’s waters are now available all 
around the globe, so that people who want 
to partake may do so to full satisfaction 
with lifesaving results. Redeemed man- 
kind will enjoy endless life right here on 
this earth, which is to be transformed into 
a paradise, vindicating the precious pur- 
pose of Jehovah. Our Creator made the 
earth not in vain but to be a world- 
encircling garden of Eden, or Paradise 
of pleasure, inhabited by perfect human 
creatures in God’s image and likeness.

20. W hat will resu lt because th is  “w ate r” is 
available?

Encourage one another
AS THE DAY DRAWS NEAR

"[ Be] encouraging one another, and all the more so as you behold 
the day drawing near."— HEBREWS 10:25.

other, and all the more so as you be- 
hold the day drawing near.”—Hebrews 10: 
24, 25.

2 The Scriptures prophesy about that 
“day” as “Jehovah’s day.” (2 Peter 3:10) 
Inasmuch as Jehovah is the Most High, 
the omnipotent God, no day could possibly 
outshine his day. (Acts 2:20) It means the 
vindicating of his sovereignty as God over 
all the universe. That day of unparalleled 
importance draws near.

THOSE who today share in saying, 
‘Come and partake of the water of 
life,’ do not isolate themselves. As 
the great day of Jehovah’s victory ap- 

proaches, they apply the Biblical counsel: 
“Let us consider one another to incite to 
love and fine works, not forsaking the 
gathering of ourselves together, as some 
have the custom, but encouraging one an-

1, 2. W hat day draw s near, and w hat should be 
the  a ttitu d e  of Jehovah’s people?
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5 We recall that when Moses was sent by 
the Most High God to the people of Israel 
enslaved in the land of Egypt, the ques- 
tion of who sent him raised itself in the 
minds of the people to whom Moses was 
sent. Moses anticipated that the suffering 
Jewish people would want to know the 
name of the God whom he represented. In 
this regard we read at Exodus 3:15: “God 
said once more to Moses: ‘This is what you 
are to say to the sons of Israel, “Jehovah 
the God of your forefathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob, has sent me to you.”’ This is my 
name to time indefinite, and this is the 
memorial of me to generation after gener- 
ation.”

6 When this information was emphasized 
to them, the Israelites must have felt very 
encouraged. Their deliverance was assured 
by the only true God, Jehovah. And how 
encouraging it must have been to have the 
prospect of getting acquainted with God 
when he would demonstrate the meaning of 
his personal name—not haughtily isolating 
himself!—Exodus 3:13; 4:29-31.

7 The disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ 
were also greatly encouraged by the divine 
name, Jehovah, and what it stood for. 
(John 17:6, 26) During Jesus’ earthly min- 
istry, he certainly did not push the divine 
name into the background, and it was not 
his purpose to have his own name, Jesus, 
take precedence. Only after the beginning 
of the foretold apostasy from the true 
Christian faith did the divine name get 
pushed into the background, yes, practi- 
cally wiped out of the Christian inter-

5, 6. (a) W hy did Moses need to  know the  nam e 
of the God whom he represented? (b) W hat m ust 
have been the  effect on the Israelites when Moses 
emphasized the  divine nam e?
7. (a) How do we know th a t Je su s’ disciples 
were acquainted w ith the divine nam e? (b) How 
was God’s nam e pushed in to  the  background?

3 The apostle Paul told Christians in the 
first century of our Common Era that 
Jehovah’s day was approaching. They 
looked forward to the coming of that day, 
but back there, that day was more than 
1,900 years off. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-3) 
Despite that fact, they were to be encour- 
aged because that day was definitely due 
to come, and if the Christians steadily 
pressed on in that faith, they would enter 
into that blessed day. (2 Timothy 4:8) 
Back there, that day was seen to be draw- 
ing near. As for us today, Jehovah’s day 
has indeed drawn near. All the marvelous 
fulfillments of Bible prophecy verify this 
joy-inspiring fact. Soon, the name of our 
God, Jehovah, will be sanctified for all 
eternity.—Luke 11:2.

Encouraged by the Divine Name
4 The divine name should be a matter of 

interest to the entire human family. To- 
day’s English Version states: “Praise God! 
For the Lord, our Almighty God, is King!” 
(Revelation 19:6) According to that 20th- 
century Bible translation, he is the Lord, 
the almighty God. That version, as well 
as many other modern versions, does not 
give the name of the divine Being who 
begins to rule as King. However, the di- 
vine name is included in the exclamation 
“Hallelujah!” (“Praise Jah” or, “Praise Je- 
hovah”) found in the Revised Standard 
Version, the New International Version, 
and Moffatt’s translation of Revelation 
19:6. For much of our Common Era, the 
divine name has been basically obscured 
in Bible translations. As we shall see, 
however, that name has been of great 
encouragement to God’s people, in both 
ancient and modern times.

3. How was Jehovah’s day draw ing near for the 
C hristians in  the  first century , and w hat about 
for us today?
4. According to Revelation 19:6, who is to be- 
come King, and how is his nam e discerned?
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Elders take the lead in encouraging 
the flock in their congregations

the newly named Bible students could 
encourage one another.—Compare Isaiah 
43:12.

9 Consequently, true Christians today 
find it appropriate to identify the One of 
whom they are the foretold Witnesses, 
even as Jesus Christ their Leader did 
when he was here on earth. (Revelation 1: 
1, 2) Yes, they identify him alone as 
the one whose name is Jehovah.—Psalm 
83:18.

9. How do tru e  C hristian s feel about th e  One of 
whom they are W itnesses?

change of conversation. (Acts 20:29, 30) 
Once the name of the Son of God would 
begin to be given greater prominence, 
overshadowing that of the Father, pro- 
fessed Christians would find their wor- 
ship of the Father increasingly imperson- 
al, lacking family closeness, and so not 
very encouraging.

8 Thus, it was a reason for unspeakable 
joy when the International Bible Students 
associated with the Watch Tower Society 
adopted the name Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
1931. Not only was it joy-inspiring but it 
was most encouraging. On this account,

8. W hat has been the  continu ing  effect upon 
God’s people of the  adoption of the  nam e Jeho- 
vah’s W itnesses?
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opposer of everything righteous is the rul- 
er and even the god, Christians will want 
to encourage one another within the 
worldwide Christian congregation, which 
is permeated with the holy spirit of Jeho- 
vah God. (Hebrews 10:24, 25; Acts 20:28) 
We have every reason to be encouraged. 
Yes, how thankful we are to have accurate 
knowledge of Jehovah and of His Son and 
of the active force they use, namely, the 
holy spirit! How grateful we are for the 
hope that they give! Our worship is thus 
filled with joy. The apostle Paul told the 
Christians to whom he addressed his let- 
ter that they should encourage one anoth- 
er and be building one another up in their 
most holy faith. They were to do this ‘all 
the more so as they figuratively beheld the 
day drawing near.’ Moreover, when the 
political powers of this earth wipe out 
nominal Christianity, together with all 
other false religions, the situation will 
demand that we encourage one another 
even more.

14 While the elders take the lead in en- 
couraging the flock in their individual 
congregations, all Christians need to en- 
courage one another, just as Hebrews 10: 
25 admonishes. In fact, this is a Christian 
requirement. If you are a member of a 
congregation, do you give this encourage- 
ment? You may wonder, ‘How can I? What 
can I do?’ First, just by your presence 
at meetings and by your support of the 
Christian arrangement, are not all the 
other brothers and sisters encouraged, 
even as you yourself are likely encouraged 
when seeing others faithfully attending 
the congregation meetings? They can also 
be encouraged by your example of faith- 
ful endurance. By your continuing in the 
Christian course despite life’s problems 
and difficulties, never giving out, you can 
set an inspiring example.

14. Who should be encouraging one another, 
and how?

Filled With Joy and Holy Spirit
10 Jesus Christ said in his parting words 

to his apostles: “Go therefore and make
. disciples of people of all the nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the holy spirit, teaching 
them to observe all the things I have com- 
manded you. And, look! I am with you all 
the days until the conclusion of the sys- 
tern of things.”—Matthew 28:19, 20.

11 Note that newly taught Christians 
were to be baptized in the name of the 
holy spirit. This holy spirit is not a person 
but the active force of Jehovah God, which 
He employs by means of Jesus Christ. At 
Pentecost, Jehovah God, through Jesus, 
poured out this active force upon the ded- 
icated followers of Jesus Christ. (Acts 
2:33) They were filled with this holy spirit, 
and one of the expressions, or fruits, of 
the holy spirit is joy. (Galatians 5:22, 23; 
Ephesians 5:18-20) Joy is a stimulating 
quality. The disciples are to be filled with 
the joy of the holy spirit. The prayer word- 
ed by the apostle Paul is most appropriate: 
“May the God who gives hope fill you with 
all joy and peace by your believing, that 
you may abound in hope with power of 
holy spirit.”—Romans 15:13.

12 Filled with this joy-inspiring spirit, 
Witnesses of Jehovah today, including 
the “great crowd,” will want, yes, will be 
moved, to encourage one another in the 
midst of this unfriendly system of things. 
Accordingly, the apostle Paul spoke of “an 
interchange of encouragement.”—Revela- 
tion 7:9, 10; Romans 1:12; 14:17.

Every Reason to Be Encouraged
13 Finding themselves to be in the midst 

of this system of things, of which the

10-12. (a) W hat would be the  effect of the active 
force upon Je su s’ followers? (b) How do the 
joy-inspired W itnesses of Jehovah w ant to tre a t 
one another?
13. W hat reasons do we have for being encour- 
aged and  for encouraging one another?
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to this effect to the sons of Israel. But 
Exodus 6:9 reports: “They did not listen to 
Moses out of discouragement and for the 
hard slavery.” Until Jehovah convinced 
Moses and encouraged him, this reaction 
even discouraged Moses from wanting to 
speak to Pharaoh as he was commanded. 
—Exodus 6:10-13.

18 Satan the Devil well knows the nega- 
tive effect that discouragement can have 
on a servant of God. As Proverbs 24:10 
says: “Have you shown yourself discour- 
aged in the day of distress? Your power 
will be scanty.” Since we are living so deep 
in the time of the end, we need to be 
powerful and strong spiritually. It is bad 
enough that we have to contend with our 
imperfections, weaknesses, and faults 
that may hold us back; but with Satan 
trying to exploit these faults, we need 
help.

Rely Firmly on Christ’s Sacrifice
19A great help in this regard is the 

ransom provision that Jehovah made pos- 
sible by means of Jesus Christ. We can be 
overcomers by relying firmly on the ran- 
som. It is dangerous to minimize this pro- 
vision. Yes, we will still err, or sin, as long 
as we are imperfect. But we do not have 
to be discouraged and quit, feeling there 
is no hope, and thereby fall into Satan’s 
trap. We know that we have a full sacrifice 
for sin. The ransom is able to remove sins. 
If we are of the “great crowd,” we must 
have full faith and trust that we can wash 
our robes and make them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.—Revelation 7:9, 14.

20 At Revelation 12:10 Satan is described 
as “the accuser of our brothers . . . who

18. W hy is there  g rea t need for God’s people to 
counteract d iscouragem ent caused by the  Devil?
19. W hat will help us coun teract discourage- 
m ent, and why?
20. How does Revelation 12:11 indicate th a t  the  
g reat discourager, th e  Devil, can be overcome?

Counteract Discouragement 
From the Devil

15 We are not the only ones who know 
that Jehovah’s day is near. Satan the Dev- 
il does too. Revelation 12:12 tells us that 
there is now woe for the earth “because 
the Devil has come down to you, having 
great anger, knowing he has a short peri- 
od of time.” As Revelation 12:17 indicates, 
his great anger is directed against those 
“who observe the commandments of God 
and have the work of bearing witness 
to Jesus.” No doubt about it—the Devil 
wants to discourage us! And he knows just 
how to try to do it. He knows our weak- 
nesses and problems, and he plays upon 
these.

16Why does the Devil use discourage- 
ment as a weapon? Because it often 
works. Even a person who has endured 
outright opposition and persecution may 
fall prey to discouragement. Satan wants 
to taunt Jehovah God and try to prove he 
can turn people away from serving Him. 
(Proverbs 27:11; compare Job 2:4, 5; Rev- 
elation 12:10.) If he can discourage you, 
he may cause you to slow down in your 
service to God; he may even cause you to 
stop, to become inactive in the preaching 
of the Kingdom good news.—2 Corinthi- 
ans 2:10, 11; Ephesians 6:11; 1 Peter 5:8.

17 The negative effects of discouragement 
can be noted in the case of the Israelites in 
ancient Egypt. After Moses spoke to Pha- 
raoh, that tyrant greatly increased their 
burdens and his oppression of them. God 
told Moses to assure the Israelites that He 
would indeed deliver them, make them His 
people, provide their escape, and bring 
them into the land of promise. Moses spoke

15. W hy does th e  Devil have “g rea t anger,” and 
ag a in st whom?
16. W hy does S a tan  use discouragem ent as a 
weapon?
17. How w ere th e  negative effects of discourage- 
m ent evident in  M oses’ day?
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ilies in a decaying world. In addition to 
that, they have what Paul described as the 
anxiety for the congregations. (2 Corinthi- 
ans 11:28, 29) Theirs is hard work—they 
need encouragement.

23You can greatly encourage those in 
positions of oversight in the Christian 
congregation by cooperating with them. 
Then you will be following the counsel of 
Hebrews 13:17: “Be obedient to those who 
are taking the lead among you and be 
submissive, for they are keeping watch 
over your souls as those who will render 
an account; that they may do this with joy 
and not with sighing, for this would be 
damaging to you.”

24 We live in a day of discouragement. 
Men’s hearts are indeed faint out of fear 
and expectation of the things coming upon 
the inhabited earth, as Jesus foretold. 
(Luke 21:25, 26) With so many problems 
that tend to depress and dishearten, be 
“encouraging one another, and all the 
more so as you behold the day drawing 
near.” Follow the apostle Paul’s good 
counsel at 1 Thessalonians 5:11: “Keep 
comforting one another and building one 
another up, just as you are in fact doing.”

24. In  th is  day of discouragem ent, w hat should 
we be doing, and why?

How Would You Answer?
□ Why should Christians be 
encouraging one another, even more 
than formerly?
□ How has knowledge of the divine 
name been encouraging to 
Jehovah’s people?
□ In what ways can we individually 
encourage one another?
□ Why must we avoid sharing in the 
Devil’s work of discouraging our 
brothers?

accuses them day and night before our 
God.” How can we conquer such a wick- 
ed accuser and monstrous discourager? 
Verse 11 of that chapter provides the an- 
swer: “They conquered him because of the 
blood of the Lamb and because of the word 
of their witnessing, and they did not love 
their souls even in the face of death.” So 
Jehovah’s people need to keep full confi- 
dence in the ransom sacrifice, the blood of 
the Lamb. Keep strong the encourage- 
ment that comes from witnessing, regu- 
larly sharing the good news of God’s King- 
dom with everyone you can.

21 Sometimes, even inadvertently, we 
may share in the Devil’s work of discour- 
aging our brothers. How? By becoming too 
critical, being too demanding, or being 
righteous overmuch. (Ecclesiastes 7:16) 
All of us have deficiencies and weakness- 
es. Let us not play upon them as does the 
Devil. Rather, let us speak encouragingly 
about our brothers and Jehovah’s people 
as an organized group. We want to keep 
on enheartening one another and so keep 
from disheartening one another.

Encouraging as the Day Nears
22 We should make it our firm resolve 

always to encourage one another as the 
day draws near. Encourage others by your 
faithful example and words of comfort. 
Imitate Jehovah and the Lord Jesus 
Christ in this regard. Do not leave it just 
to the congregation elders to be the source 
of encouragement. Why, the elders them- 
selves need encouragement. They have 
weaknesses and frailties just as the rest of 
the flock, and they have to cope with the 
same problems in providing for their fam-

21. How m ight we inadverten tly  share in the 
Devil’s work of discouraging our brothers?
22, 23. (a) W hy should we not leave it  ju st to 
th e  elders to  be sources of encouragem ent? 
(b) How can overseers in the  C hristian  congre- 
gation  be encouraged?
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tInsight on the News
leading the entire inhabited 
earth.” (Revelation 12:9) True 
worshipers of God take comfort, 
however, in the knowledge that 
“the world is passing away and so 
is its desire, but he that does 
the will of God remains forever.” 
— 1 John 2:17.

Where Is “the  
City of David”?

If you were to visit Jerusalem, 
and you asked someone to direct 
you to Mount Zion, most likely you 
would be sent to a ridge, or hill, 
that extends south of the Old 
City. Bordered on the east by the 
Tyropoeon Valley and on the west 
by the Hinnom Valley, this hill is 
marked by the presence of the 
Church of the Dormition, with its 
cone-shaped dome.

However, maps and illustra- 
tions published by the Watch 
Tower Society place Mount Zion 
on a smaller hill east of what is 
today called Mount Zion. This hill 
is separated from its counterpart 
on the west by the Tyropoeon 
Valley and bordered on the east 
by the Kidron Valley.

Which of these two locations 
marks the site of the original 
Mount Zion? The magazine Bib- 
Heal Archaeology Review (May/ 
June 1990) agrees that “the east- 
ern ridge, or hill, was the original 
Mt. Zion, . . . which King David 
captured from the Jebusites.” Af- 
ter its fall, this Jebusite strong- 
hold came to be known as “the 
City of David,” also called “Zion.” 
(2 Samuel 5:7) The Biblical Ar- 
chaeology Review notes that “ar- 
chaeologists have determined, 
without doubt, that this narrow 
spur,” often referred to as the 
eastern hill, is the Biblical Mount 
Zion where David established 
the administrative and religious 
headquarters for the nation of Is- 
rael.— 2 Samuel 6:11, 12, 17.

12th century. Interestingly, when 
referring to the great apostasy 
from true worship that would set 
in after the death of the apos- 
ties, Paul wrote that “some will 
fall away from the faith, paying 
attention to misleading inspired 
utterances and teachings of de- 
mons, by the hypocrisy of men 
who speak lies, . . . forbidding to 
marry.”— 1 Timothy 4:1-3.

Why So Much 
Violence?

Canada was shocked and hor- 
rified to learn that 25-year-old 
Marc Lepine had committed 
mass murder on the campus of 
the University of Montreal. In cold 
blood he massacred 14 female 
engineering students, leaving 13 
other students wounded, includ- 
ing 4 men, before turning the gun 
on himself. It was one of the worst 
massacres in the nation’s history. 
The prime minister described the 
senseless slayings as “a human 
tragedy of enormous propor- 
tions.”

According to The Toronto Star, 
in the United States, “there have 
been more than 100 multiple mur- 
derers since World War II and 
most of them appeared in the 
past two decades.” Yet, as the 
father of one of Lepine’s victims 
plaintively asked: “Why is there 
so much violence in the world? 
Why do human beings do this sort 
of thing to each other?”

The Bible’s explanation for the 
increase of violence in our time 
is plain. The apostle John wrote: 
“The whole world is lying in the 
power of the wicked one.” (1 John 
5:19) Comparable to the air we 
breathe, a bad spirit originating 
with Satan, “the wicked one,” 
dominates the thinking, the de- 
sires, the very actions of most 
people. With his spirit of rebellion, 
selfishness, and pride, he “is mis-

Forbidden to Marry
Described by one Lutheran 

bishop as “a hidden problem for 
generations,” sexual misconduct 
by the clergy has finally ‘come out 
of the closet.’ However, the Los 
Angeles Times reports that along 
with it have come “embarrass- 
ing public disclosures and cost- 
ly lawsuits that have forced sev- 
eral churches into bankruptcy.” 
The Times notes that insurance 
agents say that pending in the 
courts are as many as 2,000 sex- 
ual abuse cases involving the 
clergy.

It is also noteworthy that some 
of the most notorious offenders 
are reportedly Roman Catholic 
clergymen. A. W. Richard Sipe, a 
psychotherapist and former Ben- 
edictine monk, has conducted in- 
terviews with 1,000 priests and 
500 other men and women, many 
of the latter claiming to have par- 
ticipated in sexual activity with 
members of the clergy. Time mag- 
azine reports that he estimates 
that approximately half of the 
53,000 Roman Catholic priests in 
the United States are breaking 
their vow of celibacy. According 
to Sipe, about 28 percent of all 
priests have ongoing relationships 
with women, while, in addition, 
from 10 to 13 percent are sexually 
involved with adult men, and 6 per- 
cent pursue children for sex, usu- 
ally boys. More than 100 set- 
tlements for clergy misconduct 
within the last six years have 
cost Catholic authorities between 
100 million and 300 million dollars.

Many people feel that most of 
these problems would be elimi- 
nated if priests were allowed to 
marry. Some may be shocked to 
learn that nowhere does the Bi- 
ble prohibit Christian ministers of 
God from marrying. The Catholic 
Church, however, has forbid- 
den priests to marry since the
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Equipped for Missionary Service 
in the 1990's

total, or absolute, sense and does not experi- 
ence any distressing anxiety, apprehension, 
or mental uneasiness. Consequently, there is 
a serenity and peace surrounding the resplen- 
dent presence of Jehovah on his throne, as 
indicated by the emerald-green rainbow seen 
by John in vision. (Revelation 4:2, 3) His 
peace extends outward beyond himself to all 
those who will allow it to help them. Will you 
let it?״ Brother Wilcox outlined two vital 
helps, prayer and a willingness to wait on 
Jehovah. (Micah 7:7; Philippians 4:6) Noth- 
ing God permits can cause us lasting injury, 
he observed.

Lloyd Barry, a member of the Governing 
Body, followed on the theme “Keep Smil- 
ing.” He began with the saying, “Laughter 
is good medicine.” He remembered that 
phrase because back in 1955 it was the 
cover topic for the first issue of the Awake! 
magazine to appear in the Japanese lan- 
guage. But what kind of laughter? Not the 
boisterous, senseless “laughter of the stu- 
pid one.” (Ecclesiastes 7:6) Rather, it is the 
cheerful, relaxed laughter of missionaries 
and others who respond to David’s invita- 
tion always to “rejoice in Jehovah.” (Psalm 
32:11) Brother Barry observed that despite 
severe trials, Job could keep smiling, for he 
knew he was keeping integrity to God. Mis- 
sionaries who are steadfast despite trial- 
some experiences like Job’s will receive the 
greater blessing at the end. (Job 29:24; 
42:12) The speaker concluded: “Keep busy, 
keep smiling, and you too will reap Jeho- 
vah’s everlasting smile of approval.”

The next speaker was Richard E. Abra- 
hamson, who chose the theme “Let Your 
Reasonableness Become Known to All 
Men,” based on Philippians 4:5. According 
to the underlying Greek, the word “reason-

SPECIAL era is beginning for mis- 
sionary service. With the doors of 
opportunity opening on many new 

fronts, all of Jehovah’s faithful Witnesses 
are eager to press on to even greater activity.

So it was with keen anticipation that the 
24 students of the 89th class of the Watch- 
tower Bible School of Gilead attended their 
graduation program on September 9, 1990. 
An audience of over 5,000 invited guests 
and members of the Bethel family gathered 
for the graduation of these new missionar- 
ies, who had already received assignments 
to ten countries. Originating at the Assem- 
bly Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Jersey 
City, New Jersey, the entire program was 
also heard by those assembled at Brook- 
lyn Bethel, Watchtower Farms, and the 
Watchtower Educational Center at Patter- 
son, New York.

Promptly at 10:00 a.m., Theodore Jaracz, 
a member of the Governing Body of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses and chairman for the day, 
called for an opening song. Following this, 
prayer was offered by Arthur Worsley of 
the Brooklyn Bethel family. The chairman 
then referred to Acts 10:33, where the Ro- 
man centurion Cornelius said to Peter: “We 
are all present before God to hear all the 
things you have been commanded by Jeho- 
vah to say.” It was noted that the historic 
events taking place in Peter’s day were to 
open up the way for the good news to be 
declared to people of all nations.

Philip D. Wilcox, from Watchtower Farms, 
gave the first of seven stimulating talks. 
Drawing on Philippians 4:7, he took as his 
theme “Let the Peace of God Help You in Your 
Assignment.” He said: “Jehovah God is the 
Source of all true peace. He enjoys peace in a
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although in her first three months there, she 
had been reduced to skin and bones by sick- 
ness that also resulted in loss of her hair and 
her hearing. She is still there after 42 years 
and, through Bible studies, has helped 156 
persons to baptism. Brother Redford conclud- 
ed: “Resist the Devil, and he will flee from 
you. Never take his bait. Keep proving what 
you yourselves are. Jehovah will care for 
you.״

Next, another instructor, Ulysses V. Glass, 
spoke on the theme “Wisdom Is With the 
Modest Ones.״ (Proverbs 11:2) He used a 
wristwatch with a solar-powered battery to 
illustrate that the light of God’s Word can 
keep us “charged.״ “But,״ he pointed out, 
“knowledge alone does not give wisdom. Mod- 
esty is also required by God.” (Micah 6:8) 
Modesty will lead us to fear God, and “the fear 
of Jehovah is the start of wisdom.״ (Proverbs 
9:10) True, we must think something of our- 
selves; self-condemnation can be destructive. 
Jehovah has granted special ability to some, 
as he did during the construction of the 
tabernacle, but faithfulness in modesty must 
be worked at. “During the term,” Brother 
Glass told the class, “you gave evidence of 
dependability and respect. Display this same 
faithfulness in your assignment, and God will 
bless you.”

Albert D. Schroeder, of the Governing 
Body, gave the featured talk entitled “Well 
Equipped for Missionary Service in the 
1990’s.” He began: “The 1990’s have al- 
ready had a roaring start. Many Eastern 
European nations have been rocked. Sever- 
al months ago the Berlin Wall was opened. 
The New York Times carried a headline: 
‘August 1990, the Month That Shook the 
World.’ So, you graduates are living in a 
time of shaking. Have your five months of 
study prepared you for it? Absolutely yes!” 
He then mentioned some of the helpful 
features of the New World Translation of 
the Holy Scriptures— With References and

able” can convey the sense of “yielding.” 
Some missionaries have had problems sole- 
ly because of personal preferences. One was 
shocked at the way a fellow missionary 
hacked off a piece of cheese at the table. 
After 22 years of missionary service, the 
one who had been shocked observed that 
most troubles start over matters of no 
greater consequence than how someone 
cuts cheese. The speaker advised: “Learn to 
adapt, like a tree in a windstorm. There are 
many benefits to being yielding, such as 
being better able to endure trials and stick 
to one’s assignment with peace of mind.”

Milton G. Henschel, of the Governing 
Body, discussed the theme “A Large Door 
Leading to Activity Is Open.” Brother Hen- 
schel noted that Jesus loved people, felt 
pity for them, and taught them many 
things. From Ephesus the apostle Paul 
wrote the Corinthians: “A large door that 
leads to activity has been opened to me, but 
there are many opposers.” (1 Corinthians 
16:8, 9) Despite this opposition, Paul 
taught in the school auditorium of Tyran- 
nus for two years, so that the Kingdom 
message came to be known throughout the 
district of Asia. (Acts 19:9, 10) The open 
door led to success in his preaching. The 
Ephesian congregation was still function- 
ing at the end of the first century.—Reve- 
lation 2:1-7.

Jack D. Redford, a Gilead instructor, spoke 
on the theme “Keep Testing What You Are.” 
(2 Corinthians 13:5) Gilead missionaries 
have opened new fields and strengthened 
congregations already formed, enduring 
much and resisting the bait the Devil has held 
out to turn them aside. And new ones keep 
joining the ranks. With two graphic experi- 
ences, the instructor illustrated how vital it 
is to test one’s faith. One missionary lost his 
privileges after he haughtily ignored warning 
counsel about a wrong course. In contrast, 
another remained in her assignment with joy,
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89th Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back, and names are listed from left to right in each row 
(1) Ahr, K.; Johnston, L; Ng Ying Kin, V.; Sukkau, A.; Rodriguez, A.; Myklebust, N. (2) Ahr, H.; Verbeek, P. 
Verbeek, K.; DeBolt, S.; DeBolt, S. (3) Sukkau, W.; Ayala, L; Ayala, S.; Jenson, R.; Ng Ying Kin, J. 
Myklebust, T. (4) Rodriguez, C.; Ferlisi, G.; Ferlisi, L; Tank, J.; Jenson, K.; Tank, J.; Johnston, P.

Greetings from 11 countries were read. 
The students received their diplomas, and 
one of them read a heartfelt letter to the 
Governing Body and the Bethel family.

The afternoon session included an abbre- 
viated study of The Watchtower, conduct- 
ed by David L. Walker, a member of the 
Watchtower Farms Committee. Then the 
students used the inspiring theme “The 
Power of Prayer in Preaching״ in acting out 
field experiences. A local congregation pre- 
sented the stimulating drama Set Free to 
Promote True Worship, based on Ezra’s re- 
turning to Jerusalem to promote true wor- 
ship. Brother Frederick W. Franz, the pres- 
ident of Gilead School, concluded with a 
moving prayer.

how a study of it has made God’s Word 
come alive. Another powerful instrument 
that has equipped the students is “All 
Scripture Is Inspired of God and Beneficial ” 
now in its revised 1990 edition. The recent 
publication Mankind's Search for God 
should also be a powerful help for mission- 
aries. Brother Schroeder concluded: “So 
then, brothers, thank Jehovah for the won- 
derful, priceless education that you have 
had—one that is solid and cannot be shak- 
en. Go forth with Jehovah’s blessing and 
have full confidence in him and our wonder- 
ful Leader, Jesus Christ. The words that we 
have in the Scriptures are indeed inspired 
and will guide and direct you in the mis- 
sionary work.”
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Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

Modem "Cave of Robbers"
time a group of higher paying, candle- 
bearing tourists (called pilgrims) came 
into view, led by yet another Rasputin.” 
The result, said the educator, was “hostili- 
ty between non-candle-bearers and candle- 
bearers, as well as between the various 
clerics, as there seemed to be an endless 
succession of rival sects competing for 
time and space.”

Professor Turnbull’s companion was “a 
few yards away at the rear of the shrine, 
down on his hands and knees, half hidden 
inside a hole in the wall.” Turnbull related: 
“As I watched, his right hand came out 
and groped blindly for some money in his 
pocket, but his other arm remained inside, 
stretched as if held. Once he had trans- 
ferred the money back inside the hole, 
however, his left arm was released and my 
friend stood up . . .  In his left hand he held 
a microscopic wooden cross, wet where it 
had been sprinkled with allegedly holy wa- 
ter by the monk who had that concession 
and crouched concealed inside the little 
cavern, waiting for his prey.”

Jesus Christ observed similar conduct by 
influential people at the temple, and he 
told them that they were turning it into “a 
cave of robbers.” (Luke 19:45, 46) Of 
course, in our day such ‘caves of robbers’ 
are by no means limited to Jerusalem.

IN Natural History magazine, anthropol- 
ogy professor Colin Turnbull related his 
experiences as a tourist in Jerusalem. 

He said that the “Christmas spirit” he had 
begun to develop “was quickly dampened” 
when he observed the city’s shops “full 
of junk being sold at ludicrous prices to 
Christmas shoppers (tourists) who seemed 
consumed by a compulsion to buy.”

Turnbull said of his “Christmas spirit”: 
“[It was] further dispelled in the one place 
I thought might possibly revive [it]—the 
tomb of the Holy Sepulcher.” (Interior view 
seen above.) There, the behavior of fellow 
tourists “who seemed to manifest a blatant 
lack of respect for the sacred” discouraged 
him as they “pushed and shoved in a very 
un-Christian way, using shoulders and el- 
bows to force a way through the narrow 
entrance to the sepulcher itself. Occasion- 
ally a minor fight broke out, accompanied 
by swearing and gestures that were any- 
thing but sacred.”

Rather than “restoring an air of sancti- 
ty,” Turnbull said, the clergy in charge 
“dispelled any illusion of holiness by them- 
selves setting the pattern for aggressive 
behavior.” He told of “one brown-robed, 
heavily cowled, Rasputinlike figure” who 
“imperiously swept the common tourists 
back from the sepulcher entrance each
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Se׳ e k in g  d e lig h tfu l w o r d s ,
CORRECT WORDS'

addition, most congregations of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have fine libraries for use at 
their Kingdom Halls.

Yet, finding the delightful, correct words 
needed for a particular situation still re- 
quires searching. Recognizing this, since 
early in its history, the Watch Tower Soci- 
ety has published indexes to its publica- 
tions.—See box on pages 28 and 29.

A New Policy
The year 1985 began a new chapter in the 

history of Watch Tower Publications Index־ 
es. Nine earlier Indexes were combined and 
harmonized in one volume covering 1930 
through 1985, a project requiring 14 man- 
years of effort. The benefits of such a single- 
volume Index covering many years led in 
1986 to a new policy, that of publishing 
cumulative Indexes henceforth. Each year, 
usually during four successive years, a cu-

/ / f  HE congregator sought to find theן 1 
delightful words and the writing 

JL of correct words of truth.״ (Eccle- 
siastes 12:10) How precious ‘delightful, cor- 
rect words’ based on the inspired Scriptures 
can be! They are compared to “apples of gold 
in silver carvings,” artful and dignified on 
any occasion and priceless in stressful cir- 
cumstances.—Proverbs 25:11.

In our day the Greater Congregator, Je- 
sus Christ, has provided spiritual resources 
far beyond those enjoyed by God’s people 
under ancient Israelite kings. (Matthew 12: 
42) For over a century, delightful, correct 
words of truth covering every aspect of life 
have been presented in the Watch Tower 
Society’s publications and widely distribut- 
ed in many languages. Many families and 
individuals have thus been able to accumu- 
late in their own homes a library of reliable 
reference works that focus on the Bible. In
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References in the Scripture-index sec- 
tion are to material that explains individu- 
al verses. You may find an explanation of 
the setting in which the words of a text 
were expressed, why it was written, to 
whom it applied, or the meaning of individ- 
ual words or phrases. An example might be 
the request in Jesus’ model prayer: “Do not 
bring us into temptation.” (Matthew 6:13) 
Why was it stated in that way? The Scrip- 
ture index will help you find out.

The subject index, as its name implies, is 
an index primarily of subjects rather than 
of words or phrases. When trying to find an 
article by its title, some readers have had 
difficulty locating it. This problem may de- 
velop when no word in the title really iden- 
tifies the subject. An example might be the 
article “How Much Is Too Much?,” which 
discussed the effects of alcohol. Remember- 
ing the content of the article, you might 
turn to ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES or 
DRINKING in the Index, and you would find 
it referenced there.

The Index can be of special value in find- 
ing information on problems you may face. 
For example, if a parent, do you sometimes 
feel frustrated in your effort to discipline 
and guide your children? Under CHIL- 
DREN you will find references to much 
that provides insight into their thinking,

In Our Next Issue
■ The Joyful Nation

■ Serving Jehovah With Joy

■ Joyful Endurance
in the Middle East

mulative Index brochure will cover one, two, 
three, and then four years. Every five years 
a hardbound Index will combine all Indexes 
from 1986 on, such as 1 9 8 6 9 5 ־90, 1986־ , 
and so on. Thus, it is not necessary to 
consult more than three Indexes: the 
1930-1985 Index, the current hardbound 
Index, and the current brochure.

Index Prepared With You in Mind
The first section in each Index is a subject 

index. In preparing a subject index, two 
questions are kept in mind: (1) What inf or- 
mation should be indexed? (2) Where might 
someone look for that information?

As a reader, you would seldom be inter- 
ested in finding every minor comment on a 
subject. Since you generally look for infor- 
mation that is significant or really useful, 
this is what is selected for indexing. But 
such material need not be extensive. An 
Index entry could refer to as little as one 
sentence, such as a statement of the Soci־ 
ety’s policy on a matter. Or it could embrace 
an entire article, even a whole publication. 
Usually, however, the entry leads to several 
paragraphs of discussion.

The question of where references should 
appear in the Index is equally important, for 
readers think differently and will look un- 
der different headings. For example, infor- 
mation about the Tower of Babel appears 
under TOWER OF BABEL. But some read- 
ers may look under BABYLON, ARCHAE- 
OLOGY, or LANGUAGE( S), depending on 
the aspect of the subject that is of interest 
to them. Hence, efforts are made to repeat 
references under various appropriate head- 
ings, keeping in mind that readers are of a 
variety of ages and backgrounds, and they 
have different purposes.

How the Index Can Help You
Like a map the Index can serve you only 

if you use it. What should you expect to 
find either in the subject index or in the 
Scripture-index section that follows it?
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may more quickly be found in your own 
library or the one at a local Kingdom Hall 
by checking the headings DEPRESSION 
and MENTAL ILLNESS in the Index. Arti- 
cles explaining how to cope with mental ills, 
treatments available, and touching experi- 
ences of those who have been depressed are 
referred to.

Are you a youth? You may have concerns 
about marriage, family life, school, your 
relationship with your parents, and so 
forth. The main heading YOUTHS has ref- 
erences under all these subheadings and 
more. In addition, headings such as RE- 
LATIONSHIPS, SCHOOLS, CAREER, and 
COURTSHIP have a great deal to offer. For 
school reports, the Index can lead you to fine

feelings, and needs. Yet, under the heading 
CHILD TRAINING, you will find references 
for teaching and disciplining in all their 
aspects.

The Watch Tower Society at times re- 
ceives written requests for help in resolving 
marital problems or questions as to the 
propriety of certain marital intimacies. 
While the Society may be able to respond, 
the safrie sensitive, practical counsel can 
be found by turning to the heading MAR- 
RIAGE, with its subheadings “problems” 
and “sex” or “sexual relations,” and looking 
up the references listed.

Letters are also received from those who 
suffer from depression or mental distress. 
The reassurance and help provided by mail

Early Indexes
In 1902 a special edition of the Holman 
Parallel Edition Bible was produced for the 
Watch Tower Society, and it contained 
extensive helps prepared by the Society. Its 
appendix contained both subject and 
Scripture indexes to the M illennial Dawn 
series of books (later known as Studies in 
the Scriptures), two major booklets, and 
Z ion 's Watch Tower for 1879-1901.

T h e B erean  B ib les o f 1907 an d  thereafter 
p rovid ed  sim ilar in d ex es. T h ese w ere  
a u g m en ted  in  1922  b y  exten sive in d exes 
to  The Watch Tower. T h ese in d exes  
appeared  in  th e last o f  sev en  volu m es o f 
Watch Tower reprints (1 8 7 9 1 9 1 9 ־ ). T o  
th is d ay  th e  latter are th e  principal 
m ea n s o f fin d in g  m aterial presen ted  in  
early issu es o f  th e Watch Tower 
m agazin e.
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girls a choice of what they would like to do, 
they often want to do research using this 
Index. They enjoy picking a subject that 
they are interested in, such as their favorite 
animals or different countries, and they are 
able to look up the information with very 
little help. This has also taught them that 
Bible study is fun.”

The search for delightful words and cor- 
rect words of truth has priceless rewards. 
The Congregator’s efforts provided benefits 
far beyond his original purpose, for such 
words have served to encourage and guide 
Jehovah’s servants to this day. Our related 
efforts also bring Jehovah’s blessing, with 
results that may last eternally.—Proverbs 
3:13-18, 21-26.

material on nature, the sciences, drugs, 
economics, and a host of other subjects.

Benefits for All Age-Groups
An 81-year-old woman wrote: “The books 

and magazines are such a gold mine of 
information and spiritual strength—and 
the Index brings the gold to the surface.” A 
mother whose children are eight and nine 
years of age said: “I now wonder how I ever 
did without it. It has led me to answers to 
many of the questions I’ve wondered about 
for a long time and has made research dur- 
ing preparation for congregation meetings 
a lot easier. . . .  I would also like to tell you 
how this publication has helped our family 
Bible study___When my husband gives the

For the next 40 years, however, research in 
publications released after 1919 had to be done 
by using scattered indexes in the backs of books 
and in the last magazine issue of each year. But 
in 1959 the Society undertook a major project to 
provide a subject and Scripture index in a single 
volume for its English publications. A team was 
assembled that included members of the 
headquarters staff, missionary graduates of the 
Watchtower Bible School of Gilead, and even 
traveling overseers from New York City. After a 
year and a half of concentrated effort by 18 
dedicated workers, the first W atch  T ow er 
P u b lica tio n s In d ex , with sections for subjects 
discussed and scriptures explained, covering 31 
years from 1930 through I960, was released.
That was first released to a delighted audience at 
the 1961 United Worshipers Assemblies.

Since then, a W atch T ow er P u b lica tio n s In d e x  
has appeared in English every year, with a 
hardbound cumulative In d e x  every five years.
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Do You Remember?
18, 22) The secular authorities 
are superior merely with regard 
to other humans and in their own 
sphere of activity. They are re- 
sponsible to govern and protect 
communities.-11/1 ־, page 12.
□ Why is love the greatest of 
the nine fruits of God’s spir- 
it mentioned at Galatians 5:
22, 23?
The other eight fruits of God’s 
spirit are manifestations, or vari- 
ous aspects, of love, the one 
mentioned first. All these other 
fruits of the spirit are necessary 
qualities, but they will not benefit 
us if we lack love. (1 Corinthians 
13:3)— 11/15, page 14.
□ What are the benefits of 
praying for fellow believers?
When we make the spiritual wel- 
fare of others our concern in 
prayer, we are drawn closer to 
them in brotherly love. We also 
have sympathy for them, sharing 
their interests and distresses. 
Thus, any bitterness is uproot- 
ed, allowing room for upbuilding 
thoughts that make us loving 
and joyful. — 11/15, pages 2 1 2 .־
□ What are the compelling rea- 
sons for worshiping Jehovah 
God?
We should worship Jehovah be- 
cause he is the Creator and his 
qualities draw us close to him. 
(Deuteronomy 32:3, 4; 1 John 
4:8; Revelation 10:6) The Bible 
says: “Godly devotion is benefi- 
cial for all things, as it holds 
promise of the life now and that 
which is to come.” (1 Timothy 
4:8) No deity other than Jeho- 
vah can promise such an out- 
come and then fulfill his promise. 
— 12/1, pages 6-7.

sustain him. (Psalm 55:22) 
—9/1, page 30.
□ What is meant by Paul’s ex- 
pression at Ephesians 4:26: 
“Be wrathful, and yet do not 
sin”?
These words acknowledge that 
a person might justifiably be- 
come angry, but when this does 
happen, the person should not 
maintain ‘a provoked state until 
the sun sets.’ (Ephesians 4:26) 
Why? Because this would give 
the Devil the opportunity to take 
advantage of that one, possibly 
inducing him to do something 
evil, so that he would experience 
God’s disapproval. (Psalm 37: 
8 ,9)—9/15, page 21.
□ What big contrast exists be- 
tween the way that Jehovah’s 
Witnesses teach and the way of 
the clergy of Christendom?
Jehovah’s Witnesses teach with 
the authority of God’s Word, 
whereas the clergy of Christen- 
dom base their teaching on pa- 
gan religious tradition handed 
down from Babylon and Egypt. 
— 10/1, page 25.
□ For what most important rea- 
son did God’s Son come to 
earth?
Jesus came to earth primarily for 
the purpose of settling the issue 
raised by Satan with regard to 
Jehovah’s sovereignty. — 10/15, 
page 13.
□ In calling the secular author- 
ities “superior,” do we in any 
way detract from the honor due 
Jehovah? (Romans 13:1)
No, since Jehovah is much more 
than merely “superior.” He is “the 
Sovereign Lord,” “the Supreme 
One.” (Psalm 73:28; Daniel 7:

Have you given careful thought 
to recent issues of The Watch- 
tower? If so, you will probably be 
able to recall the following:
□ Will some anointed Chris- 
tians survive the “great tribu- 
lation” and live on earth for 
a time before being taken to 
heaven?— Revelation 7:14.
The Bible is not explicit on this. 
Some Bible accounts seem to 
suggest that anointed ones 
might live on into the new world. 
However, millions of those hop- 
ing to live forever on earth have 
received the training needed to 
get the new world under way. 
Hence, the small remnant would 
not be needed for this work, and 
God may choose to take them to 
heaven for “the marriage of the 
Lamb” after the executing of the 
religious harlot, “Babylon the 
Great.” (Revelation 18:2,10; 19: 
2 ,7 ,8 )—8/15, page 31.
□ With what motives should a 
man set his heart on being a 
Christian overseer? (1 Timothy 
3:1)
A man ought to reach out for an 
office of overseer, doing so hum- 
bly because he wants to serve 
others. When, he is thus moved 
by upright motives, this action 
on his part can result in spiritual 
blessings to all involved.—9/1, 
page 18.
□ Why did the apostle Paul not 
get discouraged in spite of all 
that he had to endure?
Paul explains: “For all things I 
have the strength by virtue of 
him who imparts power to me.” 
(Philippians 4:13) Paul never 
tried to carry his burdens alone. 
Rather, he looked to Jehovah to
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SUBJECT INDEX FOR TH WATCHTOWER 1990
Ind ica ting  da te  o f issue in w h ich  a rtic le  appears

True Love Is Rewarding, 11/15
Walk in the Fear of Jehovah, 6/1
“Word of God Is Alive and Exerts Power,” 4/1
Your View of the Soul Affects Your Life, 5/1

MISCELLANEOUS
‘Afterward Gave Some to Her Husband,’ 6/15 
‘Against Knowledge— Falsely So Called’ 

(Irenaeus), 7/15 
Armageddon— When? 5/15 
Battle of Jericho— Myth or Fact? 7/15 
Bethlehem and Christmas, 12/15 
Constantine’s Conversion— To What? 1/15 
Earth-Wide Security— How? 6/15 
Evidence of Solomon’s Glory, 6/15 
Fate Rule Your Life? 8/15 
Finding Happiness— But Where? 3/1 
Get the Whole Truth! 9/15 
Good News for All Mankind! 1/1 
Grand Millennium Approaching, 6/1 
“Happy Are the Peaceable,” 8/1 
“In a Triumphal Procession,” 11/15 
Jehovah Knows Us Well! 1/15 
‘Many Bodies of Holy Ones Raised Up,’ 9/1 
Masada, 10/15 
Meaning of the Proverb, 9/15 
Millions Now Dead Will Live Again, 5/1 
Moabite Stone, 4/15 
Modern “Cave of Robbers,” 12/15 
Moses With Horns— An Artistic Curio, 3/15 
Peace— What Are the Chances? 4/1 
Poor Afford to Be Honest? 11/15 
Quest for Security, 6/15 
Riches Worth More Than Gold! 9/15 
Ruining the Earth, 7/1 
‘Seeking Delightful Words, Correct Words,’ 

12/15
Soon— A World Without Pain! 7/15
Soul Survive Death? 9/1
“That Woman Jezebel," 4/1
Third Millennium— Fulfill Your Hopes? 6/1
Time for a New World, 10/1
Transforming Human Nature, 11/1
Which God Do You Worship? 12/1
Which God Should You Worship? 12/1
Whose Prayers Are Answered? 1/15
Who Will Lead Mankind to Peace? 4/1
Winning the Battle Against Depression, 3/1
World Peace— What Will It Really Mean? 4/15
World Without Greed, 2/15
You Can Find Joy in a Depressing World! 3/1
Young People Who Serve God, 8/1
Youthful Servants in Bible Times, 8/1

QUESTIONS FROM READERS 
Anointed survive “great tribulation"? 8/15 
Avoid coffee, tea? 2/15 
Blood fractions acceptable? 6/1 
Greek phronema— “meaning” and “minding”? 

12/1
Greek pisteuo—"believe" and “exercise faith”? 

12/1
Hunting and fishing, 5/15 
Jehovah speak to Adam directly? 5/1 
Serpent “cautious"? (Ge 3:1), 10/15 
When did seven trumpets begin? (Re 8-11),

4/1
Why have, attend funerals? 10/15 
Will most resurrected reject truth? 3/15

SCENES FROM THE PROMISED LAND 
Jordan That You May Not Know, 7/1 
Nazareth— Home of the Prophet, 3/1 
On From Tabor to Victory! 5/1 
Samaria— Capital Among Northern Capitals, 

11/1
Valley of Elah— Where David Slew a Giant! 1/1 
Will You Learn From the Seasons? 9/1

Jehovah Blessed My Determination 
(R. Wuttke), 10/1

Jehovah Has Given Me Strength (E. Okoka), 
12/1

Jehovah’s Blessing Has Made Me Rich 
(E. Meynberg), 7/1

Rejoicing at the Harvest in India (F. E. Skinner), 
1/1

Serving Jehovah in Favorable and in 
Troublesome Season (H. Bentley), 6/1 

Serving the Greatest Artist of All, 4/1 
Trusting in Jehovah Brings Happiness 

(J. H. Nathan), 9/1

MAIN STUDY ARTICLES 
Appreciating Why the Messiah Was to Come, 

10/15
Are You Qualified to Serve? 9/1 
Are You Reaching Out? 9/1 
Be Doers of the Word, Not Hearers Only, 10/1 
Be Thankful— Jehovah’s Messianic Kingdom 

Rules, 10/15
Bless Jehovah’s Holy Name! 9/15 
Boldly Proclaim Jehovah’s Kingdom! 6/15 
Christian’s View of the Superior Authorities, 

11/1
Coming Finale of “the Book of the Wars of 

Jehovah,” 7/1
Cooperating With the Governing Body Today, 

3/15
Deliverance Near for People of Godly Devotion! 

4/15
Diffusing the Fragrance of the Knowledge of 

God, 7/15
‘Discerning What We Are’—At Memorial Time, 

2/15
Do You Appreciate What God Has Done? 8/1 
Encourage One Another as the Day Draws 

Near, 12/15
Exercise Faith for Everlasting Life, 5/1 
Exposing “the Man of Lawlessness,” 2/1 
Fear Jehovah, the Hearer of Prayer, 5/15 
Follow Jesus’ Example of Godly Devotion, 3/1 
From Seder to Salvation, 2/15 
God’s Judgment Against “the Man of 

Lawlessness," 2/1 
God’s Word Is Truth, 4/1 
,Happy Are Those Who Have Endured,’ 1/1 
Happy Youths in Jehovah’s Service, 8/1 
How Can We Respond Unselfishly to God’s 

Love? 12/1
Identifying “the Man of Lawlessness,” 2/1 
Jehovah Deserves Eternal Praise, 9/15 
Jehovah Is Our Ruler! 6/1 
Jehovah’s People Made Firm in the Faith, 6/15 
Jehovah’s Word Prevails! 6/15 
Keep Seeking the Kingdom and God’s 

Righteousness, 10/1
Learning the Sacred Secret of Godly Devotion, 

1/15
“Let Anyone Hearing Say: ‘Come!’ ” 12/15 
Loyally Working With Jehovah, 8/15 
Loyalty—At What Price? 8/15 
“Not Ashamed of the Good News,” 1/1 
Our Relative Subjection to the Superior 

Authorities, 11/1
Our Treasure, a Modern-Day Ministry of Glory, 

7/15
Prepare for Deliverance Into a New World, 4/15 
Pursue Godly Devotion as Baptized Christians,

3/1
Righteousness Not by Oral Traditions, 10/1 
Role of the Superior Authorities, 11/1 
Sacred Secret Unfolds, 1/15 
Settling the Universal Issue for Good, 7/1 
“Teach Us How to Pray,” 5/15 
The Faithful Slave’ and Its Governing Body, 

3/15
“The Greatest of These Is Love,” 11/15 
They Responded Unselfishly to God’s Love, 

12/1

BIBLE
Can You Believe the Bible? 2/1 
Codex Bezae, 2/15 
Really Need the Originals? 7/15 
Washington Codex, 5/1 
John (Gospel), 3/15 
Acts, 5/15, 6/1,6/15 
Romans, 8/1
1 Corinthians, 9/15
2 Corinthians, 9/15 
Galatians, 11/15 
Ephesians, 11/15 
Philippians, 11/15 
Colossians, 11/15

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND QUALITIES
Benefit From Undeserved Kindness? 2/15 
‘Continue to Be Readjusted,’ 11/1 
Control Your Spirit! 9/15 
Do Not Neglect Your Mate! 8/15 
Do You Follow Instructions? 10/1 
Help Depressed Regain Joy, 3/15 
Honesty Is the Best Policy, 3/1 
Honor Jehovah With Your Riches, 7/1 
Keep On Walking in the Truth, 9/1 
“Pray for One Another,” 11/15 
Punctuality and You, 6/15 
Refresh Your Relatives, 2/15 
Remember Your Grand Creator in Your Youth, 

5/15
"Stand Firm”— Do Not Stumble, 4/15 
Why Pursue Righteousness? 10/15

INSIGHT ON THE NEWS
2/15, 3/15, 5/15, 6/15, 7/15, 9/15, 10/15,

11/15, 12/15
JEHOVAH

Why Has Jehovah Revealed His Name? 2/15

JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES 
Babylon’s Fall Published in Japan, 3/1 
Bountiful Harvest Brings Joy in Taiwan, 11/15 
Business Witnessing— Japanese Style, 2/1 
Doing God’s Work God’s Way in Nigeria, 8/15 
‘Fishing for Men’ in Belize, 4/15 
Gilead Graduations, 6/1, 12/15 
Global Publishing of Good News, 1/1 
Godly Devotion— Beneficial for All Things 

(Poland), 1/15
How Jehovah Prospers His Work, 12/1 
Malta’s Hospitality Brings Blessings, 7/15 
Persecution Continues in Burundi, 1/1 
Service Year Report, 1/1 
Sierra Leone— Most Precious “Diamonds,”

3/15
“Standing Firm as One Flock” in Chad, 10/15 
True Christianity Improving Life in Sweden,

5/15
‘We Now Have Our Own Kingdom Hall,” 5/1 
Why Reunion Has So Many Kingdom Halls,

9/15
Wise Step Before Calamity, 7/15

JESUS CHRIST
What Does Jesus’ Death Mean to You? 3/15

JESUS’ LIFE AND MINISTRY
(Articles appearing in every issue.)

KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT
1/1, 3/1, 4/1, 5/1, 6/1, 7/1, 8/1, 9/1, 12/1

LIFE STORIES
Brought Up Eight Children in Discipline of 

Jehovah (O. Menezes), 8/1 
Coping With My Weaknesses (T. Addison), 5/1 
Ί  Mounted Up With Wings Like Eagles’ (I. Berg), 

4/1
I’ve Seen It Grow in Southern Africa 

(R. A. McLuckie), 2/1
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Bible Stories That 
Fascinate Children

A member of a Protestant congregation in Puerto Rico 
wrote the Watch Tower Society: “I am a teacher of 
children in a Bible school. During the past year, the 
following happened to me.

‘T he  books that I was using to teach the 
children Bible history were completed, so I 
asked myself: ‘What do I do now?’ As I 
looked through the shelves in my 
room where I have about a hun- 
dred books, I saw a yellow one 
entitled My Book o f  Bible Stories. I 
decided to use this book.

“I brushed off the dust and began to 
use it each Sunday in my teaching. The 
children were delighted with the book, and 
we had barely finished one chapter when 
they wanted to start another. The result: The 
year finished, and we had covered the entire 
book. The children were very happy, and I am 
very grateful. It is truly a beautiful book, clear and 
precise.”


