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The quest for
SECURITY

home. B ut how safe 
is home? “The odds 
of your experienc- 
ing someone invad- 
ing the sanctity  of 
your home, seizing 
p a rt or all of your 

possessions and vanishing w ithout a trace 
are increasing dram atically each year,” 
sta tes the book Total Home Security.

As a result, homeowners pu t up notices 
w arning in truders th a t vicious dogs are 
on the premises or th a t these are moni- 
tored by an armed patrol. In  m any neigh- 
borhoods householders join forces in an 
effort to combat crime. “There are more 
than  60,000 schemes in B rita in  alone, in- 
volving 750,000 households,” s ta tes  the 
journal Security Focus. “W ith  crim e on the 
increase, it is a th ing  of the  past for 
neighbours not to be on friendly te rm s,” 
said an insurance broker in Africa.

S
E C U R I T Y .
W orld leaders 
n e g o tia te  fo r 
i t .  R e lig ious 

leaders pray for it.
Yet, to the  ordinary  
m an in the  s tree t, 
security seems an elusive dream . Take, for 
example, Ron, who was w alking to work in 
South A frica’s la rgest city, Johannesburg.

“There were five m en around me, one 
with a knife a t my th ro a t and another 
with one a t my back. They w ent through 
my pockets in seconds. I felt like a plucked 
chicken. People passing by simply ignored 
m e.” Ron did not resis t and escaped un- 
hu rt.

For many, w alking the stree ts  of any 
large city is stressful. ‘How can I avoid 
being m ugged?’ lurks in the  back of the ir 
mind. They hu rry  to complete the ir shop- 
ping so they can re tu rn  to the  security of
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conflict, ru ral dwellers face additional vio- 
lence and are often pressured in to  tak ing  
sides.

No wonder many long for ‘the  good old 
days.’ “Around the beginning of th is  cen- 
tu ry ,” s ta te s  the  book The Growth of 
Crime, “there  was . . .  a general belief th a t 
[crime] would become m ilder in quality .” 
B ut w hat happened in s tead ?  A u thors 
Sir Leon Radzinowicz and Joan King ex- 
plain: “In the first tw enty years of the  
century, even during the first world war, 
rates of crime rem ained fairly level, no 
more than  keeping pace w ith population. 
It was in the post-war depression th a t 
a susta ined  tren d  became discernible. 
Through the years of economic upheaval, 
unem ploym ent and ano ther g rea t war, 
[crime] gathered pace inexorably . . . The 
one th ing  th a t h its you in the  eye when 
you look a t crime on the world scale is a 
pervasive and persisten t increase every- 
where.”

This “increasing of lawlessness,” though 
unexpected by many, was actually foretold. 
The major calamities th a t have struck man- 
kind since the s ta rt of the first world war in 
1914 were indicated aforetime in the Bible. 
Jesus predicted th a t m an’s wicked system 
was drawing to an end: “Nation will rise 
against nation and kingdom against king- 
dom, and there will be food shortages and 
earthquakes in one place after another. And 
because of the increasing of lawlessness the 
love of the greater num ber will cool off.” 
—Matthew 24:3, 7, 12; see also Luke 21: 
10, 11.

“As these things s ta r t to occur,” Jesus 
added, “raise yourselves erect and lift 
your heads up, because your deliverance is 
getting  near.” Thus, you have reason for 
optimism. M an’s quest for earth-wide se- 
curity  is about to be satisfied.—Luke 21: 
28-32.

Members of neighborhood-watch schemes 
look out for one another’s welfare and report 
any suspicious activity to the police.* But a 
new sletter explained to a group member 
whose house was burglarized: “Unfortu- 
nately the scheme is not a guarantee tha t 
you will never be burgled again. No security
scheme in existence can make th a t claim___
You m ust still ensure th a t your doors are 
locked, th a t you have a burglar alarm and 
have taken  reasonable security  precau- 
tions.”

Though neighborhood-w atch schemes 
have had some effect, i t  is debatable 
w hether they  reduce the overall crime 
rate. “Claimed reductions in crime in a 
small area are only ‘successes’ if there is 
little  or no ‘displacem ent’ of th a t crime to 
adjoining a reas,” explain Shapland and 
Vagg in Policing by the Public. Thus, in 
some cities w here neighborhood-w atch 
groups have reported ou tstand ing  sue- 
cess, there has been a phenomenal in- 
crease in crim e in other areas of the same 
cities where it is difficult to organize such 
schemes.

“There are some areas where neighbor- 
hood watch is not as effective,” adm its the 
secretary  of a countrywide scheme involv- 
ing over 20,000 members. She was refer- 
ring  to large sites “out of town where 
the neighbors cannot see each other and 
where patrolling does not work.” For ex- 
ample, one couple moved from an Ameri- 
can city to a 50-acre site near a small 
village. W ithin  a few years, the ir house 
was broken into twice. The wife voiced the 
feelings of many ru ral dwellers: “I try  to 
be norm al, bu t I’m afraid. . . .  I never feel 
safe.” In countries plagued with political

* When urged to become members of protective 
patrols, Christians are pleased to have for guidance 
the principles at Isaiah 2:2-4 and John 17:16.—See 
The Watchtower, July 15, 1983, pages 23-5.
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Earth-wide security
HOW?

And you will indeed dwell in security in 
your land. And I will pu t peace in the land, 
and you will indeed lie down, w ith no one 
making you tre m b le /—Leviticus 26:3-6.

Sadly, after Solomon’s death the Israel- 
ites stopped obeying Jehovah; they turned  
to idolatry and filthy sex worship. As a 
result, they lost th e ir security, and the 
land was invaded by Pharaoh Shishak of 
Egypt. (1 Kings 14:21-26) “You, for your 
part, have left me, and I, too, for my part, 
have left you to the hand of Shishak,” 
Jehovah explained to an assembly of rul- 
ers in Jerusalem .—2 Chronicles 12:5.

Someone Greater Than Solomon
Jesus Christ confirmed the historic tru th  

about Solomon and “all his glory.” (Mat- 
thew 6:29) But with respect to himself, 

Jesus said: “Look! something more 
than Solomon is here.” (M atthew 

12:42) W hat did he mean? The 
security enjoyed under Solo- 

mon’s reign was limited. 
That hum an king could 

not free his subjects 
from sickness, sin, 

and death. Je- 
su s , how ever, 
ta u g h t  s in fu l 

m en  how th e y  
could a tta in  perfect 

life in  everlasting  se- 
cu rity .—John  10:10; 13: 

34, 35; 17:3.
The basis for a tta in ing  such 

total security was laid by Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. (John 3:16;

THE WATCHTOWER—JUNE 15, 1990 5

IIMAGINE living on an earth  free from 
danger and w ant. T hat is w hat earth- 
wide security  m eans. Is it ju s t a 

I dream ?
No. C o n s id e r th e  d ay s  of a n c ie n t 

King Solomon. Respecting his wise rule, 
the Bible states: “Judah  and Israel contin- 
ued to dwell in security, everyone under 
his own vine and under his own fig tree 
. . .  all the days of Solomon.”— 1 Kings 
4:25.

A Lesson From Solomon’s Reign
U nusual Bible accounts, like the above, 

are passed off by skeptics as exaggeration. 
Thus, someone may ask: ‘How can I be 
sure th a t Solomon’s rule is not ju st m yth?’ 
Indirect archaeological evidence is pre- 
se n te d  fo llow ing  th is  a r tic le . Of 
course, the best evidence of the 
reality  of Solomon’s rule is th a t 
it is reported on in  the  in- 
fallible W ord of the  living 
God, Jehovah.—John  17:
17; 1 P eter 1:24, 25.

The secret of the 
security enjoyed 
u n d e r  Solo- 
m o n ’s r e ig n  
lay in applying 
J e h o v a h ’s r ig h -  
teous laws. B efore 
the Israelites en tered  
the Prom ised Land, God 
had said: ‘If you continue 
w alking in my s ta tu te s  
keeping my com m andm ents, the 
land will indeed give its  yield.

NASA photo



True, C hristians are still subject to the 
insecure conditions p laguing  m ank ind  
—crime, disease, na tu ra l d isasters, old 
age, and death. Experience around the  
globe has shown, however, th a t w ith Bible 
knowledge, they are b e tte r able to cope. 
(Proverbs 15:1; 22:3) Also, they have the 
satisfaction of a valid hope. A new Bible 
student from a crim e-ridden suburb of 
Johannesburg , South A frica, explained 
one way in which the Scriptures helped 
him: “Now I know th a t crime is not per- 
m anent; i t ’s only tem porary .”

Why, there is even hope for those who 
have died as victim s of crim inal violence. 
“I am the resurrection and the life,” Jesus 
promised, and then  he added: “He th a t 
exercises faith  in me, even though he dies, 
will come to life.”—John 11:25.

To enjoy such a feeling of security , 
you need strong faith, which comes from 
studying Jehovah’s Word. By daily set- 
ting  aside tim e to study the Bible, you can 
experience the fulfillment of th is  wonder- 
ful promise: “As for the one listen ing  to 
me, he will reside in security and be un- 
disturbed from dread of calam ity.”—Prov- 
erbs 1:33; 2:21, 22.

“Under Solomon, Israelite material 
culture advanced more in three decades 
than it had during the preceding two hun- 
dred years. We find in Solomonic strata 
the remains of monumental construe- 
tions, great cities with massive walls, the 
mushrooming of residential quarters with 
well-built clusters of the dwellings of 
the well-to-do, a quantum jump in the 
technical proficiency of the potter and 
his manufacturing processes. We find, 
too, the remains of artefacts representing 
goods made in far-off places, signs of vig- 
orous international commerce and trade.” 
—The House of David, by Jerry M. Landay.

1 Corinthians 15:20) From God’s right hand 
in heaven, he will soon bring earth-wide 
security  to all who subm it to his rule. 
King David of old was inspired to write 
about this in the poetic 72nd Psalm. These 
words had a partial fulfillment during the 
reign of David’s son, hence its superscrip- 
tion, “Regarding Solomon.” Yet, the main 
fulfillment concerns the Kingdom rule of the 
G reater Solomon, Jesus Christ.

According to Psalm  72:7, 8, the security 
to be enjoyed under C h ris t’s rule will be 
both global and everlasting. “In his days 
the righteous one will sprout, and the 
abundance of peace until the moon is no 
more. And he will have subjects from sea 
to sea and from the River to the ends of the 
earth.”—Compare Zechariah 9:9, 10.

Subjects of C hrist’s rule will also enjoy 
freedom from w ant, for Psalm 72:16 as- 
sures us: “There will come to be plenty of 
grain  on the earth ; on the top of the 
m ountains there  will be an  overflow.” Nat- 
urally, there will also be freedom from 
discrim ination, oppression, and violence. 
“For he will deliver the poor one crying for 
help, also the afflicted one and whoever 
has no helper. From oppression and from 
violence he will redeem the ir soul, and 
th e ir blood will be precious in his eyes.” 
—Psalm  72:12, 14.

As in King Solomon’s tim e, the basis for 
such earth-w ide security  will be the wise 
application of Jehovah’s universal laws. 
This will be in answ er to David’s prophetic 
request: “0  God, give your own judicial 
decisions to the king . . .  Let him judge the 
afflicted ones of the people, let him save 
the sons of the poor one, and let him crush 
the defrauder.”—Psalm  72:1, 4.

What About Our Present Needs?
‘T h at’s all very nice,’ someone m ight 

say, ‘bu t I need physical security now.’

6 THE WATCHTOWER-JUNE 15, 1990



Ev id en c e  o f 
So lo m o n  s g lo r y

There suddenly appeared a rich repertoire 
of various types of vessels.”

The m ost g lorious fe a tu re  of Solo- 
m on’s reign was the m agnificent tem ple, 
the palace, and the  governm ent build- 
ings in Jerusalem . A vast quan tity  of gold 
was used to decorate these structu res. 
(1 Kings 7:47-51; 10:14-22) Five years 
a fte r Solomon’s death, Pharaoh Shishak 
of Egypt came and stripped  Jerusalem  of 
its  trea su re .— 1 Kings 14:25, 26.

In both Egypt and Palestine, archaeo- 
logical inscrip tions confirm  th a t Shishak 
indeed conquered Israel. In  fact, m any 
h is to rian s  acknowledge th a t  S h ishak’s 
p lunder of Je ru sa lem  revived a weak 
Egyptian economy and enabled Shishak to 
finance the massive en largem ent of an 
Egyptian temple on which he recorded his 
conquest, as seen on th is  page. Shishak 
died soon afterw ard, and ano ther inscrip- 
tion records th a t his son donated about 
200 tons of gold and silver to the  temples 
of Egypt. The inscrip tion does not reveal 
the source of th is  wealth, bu t archaeolo- 
gist Alan Millard, in  his book Treasures 
From Bible Times, suggests th a t “much of 
it was the gold which Shishak carried 
away from Solomon’s Temple and palace 
in Jerusalem .”

No wonder th a t even an atheistic  source 
acknowledges the reality  of Solomon’s glo- 
rious reign! Bol’shaia Sovetskaia Entsiklo- 
pediia (G reat Soviet Encyclopedia), under 
its en try  “Solomon,” calls him  “ru ler of the 
Israelite-Judean kingdom ,” adding th a t he 
ruled during “the kingdom ’s zen ith .”

JkCCORDING to  B ible chronology,
Λ Λ  King Solomon ruled Israel from 

1 V  1037 B.C.E. to 998 B.C.E. In ter- 
estingly, the  book The Archaeology of the 
Land of Israel, by P rofessor Yohanan 
Aharoni, reveals how a revolutionary ad- 
vance in Israelite  civilization took place 
“about 1000 B.C.E.”

One example given by A haroni is the 
evidence of solid city  walls built w ith  
large stones “cu t in to  oblong, rectangu lar 
blocks, fitted toge ther w ith  precision.” In 
contrast, in countries neighboring Israel, 
p arts  of the  city walls “were made of brick 
and wood.”

Furtherm ore, cities rebuilt a t about the 
tim e of Solomon give evidence of careful 
planning, w ith nea t lines of houses and 
carefully laid-out s tree ts . A haroni ana- 
lyzes the  ru ins of “four tow ns in Judah  
built according to the  same fundam ental 
plan . . . Beer-sheba, Tell Beit Mirsim, 
B eth-shem esh, and M izpah.” How th is  
con trasts  w ith ano ther g rea t center of 
c iv ilization—the  ea rlie r  M esopotam ian 
city of Ur! Respecting it, S ir Leonard 
Woolley wrote: “There had been no at- 
tem pt a t tow n-planning . . . The unpaved 
stree ts, m any of them  blind alleys . . . 
formed a maze in  which it  would have 
been easy to lose one’s w ay.”

A haroni also com m ents on the improve- 
m ent in  household u tensils  about the  tim e 
of Solomon’s reign. “The change in  m ate- 
rial culture . . .  is discernible not only in 
luxury item s b u t also especially in ceram- 
ics . . . The quality  of the  pottery  and its 
firing improved beyond all recognition . . .



Jesus’ M inistry

Humility at the Last Passover
rivalry still exists among them, no one 
does. Now they are embarrassed as 
Jesus begins to wash their feet.

When Jesus comes to him, Peter pro- 
tests: “You will certainly never wash my 
feet.”

“Unless I wash you, you have no part 
with me,” says Jesus.

“Lord,” Peter responds, “not my feet 
only, but also my hands and my head.”

“He that has bathed,” Jesus answers, 
“does not need to have more than his 
feet washed, but is wholly clean. And 
you men are clean, but not all.” He says 
this because he knows that Judas Is- 
cariot is planning to betray him.

ETER and John, under instructions 
from Jesus, have already arrived 
in Jerusalem to make prepara- 

tions for the Passover. Jesus, appar- 
ently along with the ten other apostles, 
arrives later in the afternoon. The sun is 
sinking on the horizon as Jesus and his 
party descend the Mount of Olives and 
cross the Kidron Valley. This is Jesus’ 
last daytime view of the city till after his 
resurrection.

Soon Jesus and his party arrive in the 
city and make their way to the home 
where they will celebrate the Passover. 
They climb the stairs to the large upper 
room, where they find all preparations 
made for their private celebration of the 
Passover. Jesus has looked forward to 
this occasion, as he says: “ I have great- 
ly desired to eat this passover with you 
before I suffer.”

Traditionally, four cups of wine are 
drunk by Passover participants. After 
accepting what is evidently the third 
cup, Jesus gives thanks and says: 
“Take this and pass it from one to the 
other among yourselves; for I tell you, 
From now on I will not drink again from 
the product of the vine until the king- 
dom of God arrives.”

Sometime during the course of the 
meal, Jesus gets up, lays aside his out- 
er garments, takes a towel, and fills

I a basin with water. Ordinarily, a host 
would see to it that a guest’s feet were 
washed. But since on this occasion no 
host is present, Jesus cares for this 
personal service. Any one of the apos- 
ties could have seized the opportunity 
to do it; yet, apparently because some
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the first place, thinking that they are 
so important that others should always 
serve them. They need to follow the pat- 
tern set by Jesus. This is not one of ritual 
foot washing. No, but it is one of willing- 
ness to serve without partiality, no mat- 
ter how menial or unpleasant the task 
may be. Matthew 26:20, 21; Mark 14: 
17, 18; Luke 22:14-18; 7:44; John 13: 
1-17.
♦ What is unique about Jesus’ view of Jerusa- 
lem as he enters to celebrate the Passover?
♦ During the Passover, evidently what cup does 
Jesus have passed to the 12 apostles after 
saying a blessing?
♦ What personal service was customarily pro- 
vided guests when Jesus was on earth, and why 
was it not provided during the Passover cele- 
brated by Jesus and the apostles?
♦ What was Jesus’ purpose in performing the 
menial service of washing his apostles’ feet?

When Jesus has washed the feet of 
all 12, including the feet of his betrayer, 
Judas, he puts his outer garments on 
and reclines at the table again. Then he 
asks: “Do you know what I have done to 
you? You address me, ‘Teacher,’ and, 
‘Lord,’ and you speak rightly, for I am 
such. Therefore, if I, although Lord and 
Teacher, washed your feet, you also 
ought to wash the feet of one another. 
For I set the pattern for you, that, just 
as I did to you, you should do also. Most 
truly I say to you, A slave is not greater 
than his master, nor is one that is sent 
forth greater than the one that sent him. 
If you know these things, happy you are 
if you do them.”

What a beautiful lesson in humble ser- 
vice! The apostles should not be seeking



JEHOVAH'S PEOPLE 
MADE FIRM IN THE FAITH

"The congregations continued to he made firm  in the faith  
and to increase in number from day to day. "—ACTS 16:5.

come firm in the faith . 
(1 3 :1 -5 )  In A ntioch 
w ere th e  “p ro p h e ts  
and teachers” B arna- 
has, Symeon (Niger), 
L u c iu s  of C y re n e , 
M anaen, and Saul of 
Tarsus. P rophets ex- 
p la ined  God’s W ord  
and  fo re to ld  ev en ts , 
w hile te a c h e rs  gave 
in s t r u c t io n  in  th e  
Scriptures and in  god- 
ly living. (1 C orinthi- 
ans 13:8; 14:4) B arna- 
has and Saul received 
a special assignm ent. 
Taking along B arna- 
has’ cousin Mark, they 

went to Cyprus. (Colossians 4:10) They 
preached in synagogues in the  eastern  
port of Salamis, but there is no record th a t 
the Jews responded well. Since such ones 
were well-off m aterially, w hat need did 
they have for the Messiah?

4 God blessed other w itness work in  Cy- 
prus. (1 3 :6 -1 2 )  At Paphos, the  mission- 
aries encountered the Jew ish sorcerer and 
false prophet Bar-Jesus (Elymas). W hen 
he tried  to prevent Proconsul Sergius Pau- 
lus from hearing God’s word, Saul became 
filled with holy spirit and said: Ό  man full 
of fraud and villainy, you son of the Devil, 
you enemy of everything righteous, will

4. What happened as the missionaries continued 
to preach in Cyprus?

JEHOVAH GOD used 
Saul of Tarsus as 
“a chosen vessel.”

As the  apostle Paul, 
he  ‘s u f f e r e d  m a n y  
th in g s .’ B ut th rough  
his work and th a t of 
others, Jehovah’s or- 
g a n iz a t io n  en jo y ed  
u n ity  and w onderful 
e x p a n s io n .—A cts 9:
15, 16.

2 G entiles were be- 
coming C hristians in  
growing num bers, and 
a vital m eeting of the 
g o v e rn in g  body d id  
much to promote uni- 
ty  am ong God’s people 
and make them  firm in the faith. I t will 
be highly beneficial to consider these and 
o ther developments recorded a t Acts 13:1- 
16:5, for Jehovah’s W itnesses are now 
experiencing sim ilar grow th and spiritual 
blessings. (Isaiah 60:22) (In private study 
of the  articles on Acts in th is  issue, we 
suggest th a t you read the passages from 
the book indicated by boldface type .)

Missionaries Go Into Action
3 Men sent out by the congregation in 

Antioch, Syria, helped believers to be-

1. How did God use the apostle Paul?
2. Why will it be beneficial to consider Acts 
13:1-16:5?
3. What work was done by “prophets and teach- 
ers” at Antioch?
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try , however, the Jew s s tirred  up reputa- 
ble women (likely to pressure the ir hus- 
bands or others) and principal men to 
persecute Paul and B arnabas and throw  
them  outside the ir boundaries. But th a t 
did not stop the m issionaries. They sim- 
ply “shook the dust off the ir feet against 
them ” and went to Iconium (modern Kon- 
ya), a major city in the  Roman province 
of Galatia. (Luke 9:5; 10:11) Well, w hat 
about the disciples left in P isidian A nti- 
och? Having been made firm in the faith, 
they “continued to be filled w ith joy and 
holy sp irit.” This helps us to see th a t 
opposition need no t ham per sp ir itu a l 
progress.

Firm in the Faith Despite Persecution
8 Paul and Barnabas them selves proved 

firm in the faith  despite persecution. (14 : 
1 -7 ) In response to th e ir w itnessing in 
the synagogue in Iconium, m any Jew s and 
Greeks became believers. W hen unbeliev- 
ing Jews incited the G entiles against the 
new believers, the two laborers spoke bold- 
ly by God’s authority , and he showed his 
approval by empowering them  to perform  
signs. This split the  mob, some being for 
the Jews and others for the  apostles (ones 
sent forth). The apostles were not cow- 
ards, but when they learned of a plot to 
stone them, they wisely left to preach in 
Lycaonia, a region of Asia M inor in  south- 
e ra  Galatia. By being prudent, we too can 
often rem ain active in the  m in istry  de- 
spite opposition.—M atthew  10:23.

9 The Lycaonian city of L ystra  next got 
a witness. (1 4 :8 -1 8 )  There Paul cured a 
man lame from birth . Not realizing th a t 
Jehovah was responsible for the  miracle,

8. What happened as a result of successful wit- 
nessing in Iconium?
9, 10. (a) How did inhabitants o f Lystra react 
to the curing of a lame man? (b) How did Paul 
and Barnabas react at Lystra?

you not quit d isto rting  the righ t ways of 
Jehovah?’ A t th a t, God’s hand of punish- 
m ent blinded Elymas for a tim e, and Ser- 
gius Paulus “became a believer, as he was 
astounded a t the teaching of Jehovah.”

5 From Cyprus, the  party  sailed to the 
city of Perga in Asia M inor. Paul and 
B arnabas then  w ent northw ard through 
m ountain passes, likely ‘in dangers from 
rivers and highw aym en,’ to Antioch, Pi- 
sidia. (2 C orinthians 11:25, 26) There Paul 
spoke in the synagogue. (1 3 :1 3 -4 1 )  He 
reviewed God’s dealings w ith Israel and 
identified D avid’s descendant Jesus as 
the Savior. Though Jew ish ru lers had de- 
manded Je su s’ death, the  promise to the ir 
forefathers was fulfilled when God resur- 
rected him. (Psalm  2:7; 16:10; Isaiah 55:3) 
Paul w arned his hearers no t to scorn 
God’s g ift of salvation through Christ. 
—Habakkuk 1:5, Septuagint.

6 Paul’s speech aroused in terest, as do 
public ta lks given by Jehovah’s W itness- 
es today. (1 3 :4 2 -5 2 )  The next Sabbath 
nearly all the  city gathered to hear Jeho- 
vah’s word, and th is filled the Jews w ith 
jealousy. Why, in ju s t one week, the mis- 
sionaries had apparently  converted more 
Gentiles th an  those Jew s had all the ir life! 
Since the Jew s blasphemously contradict- 
ed Paul, it was tim e for spiritual light 
to shine elsewhere, and they were told: 
‘Since you are th ru s tin g  God’s word away 
and do not judge yourselves w orthy of 
everlasting life, we tu rn  to the nations.’ 
—Isaiah 49:6.

7 Now the Gentiles began to rejoice, and 
all those righ tly  disposed for everlasting 
life became believers. As the word of Je- 
hovah was carried throughout the coun-

5, 6. (a) When Paul spoke in the synagogue at 
Pisidian Antioch, what did he say about Jesus? 
(b) What effect did Paul’s talk have?
7. How did Paul and Barnabas react to persecu- 
tion?

THE WATCHTOWER-JUNE 15, 1990 11



cover of darkness. The next day, he and 
Barnabas w ent to Derbe, where quite a 
few became disciples. Upon rev isiting  Lys- 
tra , Iconium, and Antioch, the  m issionar- 
ies strengthened the disciples, encouraged 
them  to rem ain in the faith , and said: 
“We m ust en ter into the kingdom  of God 
through m any trib u la tio n s .” As Chris- 
tians, we also expect to undergo tribula- 
tions and should not try  to escape them  by 
compromising our faith. (2 Tim othy 3:12) 
At th a t tim e, elders were appointed in  
congregations to which Paul’s le tte r  to the 
Galatians was w ritten .

12 Going through Pisidia, Paul and Bar- 
nabas spoke the word in Perga, a promi- 
nen t city of Pam phylia. In  tim e, they  
re turned  to Antioch, Syria. Pau l’s first 
journey now over, the two m issionaries 
informed the congregation of “the m any 
things God had done by m eans of them , 
and th a t he had opened to the  nations the 
door to fa ith .” Some tim e was spent w ith 
the disciples in Antioch, and th is  undoubt- 
edly did much to make them  firm in the  
faith. V isits by traveling overseers today 
have sim ilar spiritual effects.

A Vital Question Is Resolved
13 Firm ness in  the faith  called for un ity  

of thought. (1 C orinthians 1:10) If Chris- 
tian ity  was not to be split into Hebrew 
and non-Jew ish factions, the governing 
body needed to decide w hether Gentiles 
stream ing into God’s organization had to 
keep the Mosaic Law and get circumcised. 
(15 :1 -5) C ertain men from Judea had 
already traveled to Syrian Antioch and 
had begun teach ing  G entile  believers 
there th a t unless they got circumcised, 
they could not be saved. (Exodus 12:48) 
Hence, Paul, Barnabas, and others were

12. When Paul’s first missionary journey ended, 
what did the two missionaries do?
13. If Christianity was not to be split into He- 
brew and non-Jewish factions, what was needed?

the  crowds cried out: “The gods have be- 
come like hum ans and have come down to 
us!” As th is  was said in the Lycaonian 
tongue, B arnabas and Paul did not know 
w hat was occurring. Since Paul took the 
lead in  speaking, the people viewed him as 
Hermes (the eloquent m essenger of the 
gods) and though t th a t B arnabas was 
Zeus, the chief Greek god.

10 The p riest of Zeus even brought bulls 
and garlands in order to offer sacrifices to 
Paul and Barnabas. Likely speaking com- 
monly understood Greek or using an in- 
te rp re te r, the  v isitors quickly explained 
th a t they also were hum ans with infirmi- 
ties and th a t they were declaring the 
good news so th a t people would tu rn  from 
“these vain th in g s” (lifeless gods, or idols) 
to the  living God. (1 Kings 16:13; Psalm 
115:3-9; 146:6) Yes, God formerly allowed 
the nations (but not the Hebrews) to go 
th e ir own way, though he did not leave 
him self w ithout w itness to his existence 
and goodness ‘in giving them  rains and 
fru itfu l seasons, filling th e ir hearts to the 
full w ith food and good cheer.’ (Psalm 
147:8) Despite such reasoning, Barnabas 
and Paul scarcely restra ined  the crowds 
from  sacrificing to them . Yet, the mission- 
aries did not accept homage as gods, nor 
did they  use such au th o rity  to found 
C hristian ity  in th a t area. A fine example, 
especially if we are inclined to crave adu- 
lation for w hat Jehovah allows us to ac- 
complish in his service!

11 Suddenly, persecution reared its ugly 
head. (1 4 :1 9 -2 8 )  How so? Persuaded by 
Jew s from  Pisidian Antioch and Iconium, 
the crowds stoned Paul and dragged him 
outside the city, th ink ing  he was dead. 
(2 Corinthians 11:24, 25) But when the 
disciples surrounded him, he rose up and 
entered L ystra  unnoticed, possibly under

11. What can we learn from the statement: “We 
must enter into the kingdom of God through 
many tribulations”?
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disciples (Kingdom heirs) from  am ong 
both Jews and Gentiles. (Amos 9:11, 12, 
Septuagint; Romans 8:17) Since God pur- 
posed this, the disciples should accept it. 
Jam es advised w riting  Gentile C hristians 
to abstain from (1) th ings polluted by 
idols, (2) fornication, and (3) blood and 
what is strangled. These prohibitions were 
in Moses’ w ritings th a t were read in syn- 
agogues every Sabbath day.—Genesis 9: 
3, 4; 12:15-17; 35:2, 4.

16 The governing body now sent a le tte r 
to Gentile C hristians in Antioch, Syria, 
and Cilicia. ( 1 5 :2 2 3 5 ־ ) Holy sp irit and 
the le tte r w riters called for abstinence 
from things sacrificed to idols; blood (reg- 
ularly consumed by some people); th ings 
strangled w ithout d ra in ing  th e ir  blood 
(many pagans viewing such m eat as a 
delicacy); and forn ica tion  (Greek, por- 
nei'a, denoting illicit sex relations outside 
of Scriptural m arriage). By such absti- 
nence, they would prosper sp iritually , 
even as Jehovah’s W itnesses now do be- 
cause they comply w ith “these necessary 
th ings.” The words “Good health  to you!” 
am ounted to saying “Farew ell,” and it 
should not be concluded th a t these re- 
qu irem en ts p rim arily  had to  do w ith  
health m easures. W hen the le tte r  was 
read in Antioch, the congregation rejoiced 
over the encouragem ent it  provided. At 
th a t time, God’s people in Antioch were 
also made firm in the faith  by the encour- 
aging words of Paul, Silas, Barnabas, and 
others. May we too seek ways to encour- 
age and upbuild fellow believers.

Second Missionary Tour Begins
17 A problem  a ro se  w hen a second

16. On what three points does the letter of the 
first-century governing body give guidance down 
to this day?
17. (a) What problem arose when a second mis- 
sionary tour was proposed? (b) How did Paul and 
Barnabas handle their dispute?

sent to the apostles and elders in Jerusa- 
lem. Even there, believers who had once 
been legalistically minded Pharisees in- 
sisted th a t G entiles had to get circumcised 
and observe the Law.

14A conference was held to ascertain  
God’s will. ( 1 5 : 6 1 1 ־ ) Yes, disputing took 
place, bu t there was no strife  as men of 
strong convictions expressed themselves 
—a fine example for elders today! In time 
Peter said: ‘God chose th a t through my 
mouth Gentiles [such as Cornelius] should 
hear the good news and believe. He bore 
w itness by giving them  holy sp irit and 
made no distinction between us and them. 
[Acts 10:44-47] So why are you testing  
God by imposing a yoke [an obligation to 
keep the Law] upon th e ir neck th a t nei- 
ther we nor our forefathers could bear? 
We [Jews according to the flesh] tru s t to 
get saved through the undeserved kind- 
ness of the Lord Jesus in the same way as 
those people.’ God’s acceptance of uncir- 
cumcised G entiles showed th a t circumci- 
sion and keeping the Law were not re- 
quired for salvation.—G alatians 5:1.

15 The congregation became silent when 
P eter concluded, bu t more was to be said. 
( 1 5 :1 2 2 1 ־ ) B arnabas and Paul told about 
the signs God perform ed through them  
among the Gentiles. Then the chairm an, 
Jesus’ half b ro ther Jam es, said: ‘Symeon 
[P eter’s Hebrew nam e] has related how 
God tu rned  his a tten tion  to the nations to 
take out of them  a people for his nam e.’ 
Jam es indicated th a t the foretold rebuild- 
ing of “the booth of David” (reestablish- 
m ent of kingship in David’s line) was be- 
ing fulfilled in the gathering  of Jesu s’

14. (a) Though disputing took place at the con- 
ference in Jerusalem, what good example was 
set? (b) What was the essence of Peter’s reason- 
ing on that occasion?
15. What basic points did James make, and 
what did he suggest writing to Gentile Chris- 
tians?
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istry  and godly qualities. C hristian  youths 
today should seek Jehovah’s help to build 
up a sim ilar reputation. Paul circumcised 
Timothy because they would be going to  
the homes and synagogues of Jew s who 
knew th a t Tim othy’s fa ther was a Gentile, 
and the apostle w anted nothing to bar 
access to Jew ish men and women who 
needed to learn about the Messiah. W ith- 
out violating Bible principles, Jehovah’s 
W itnesses today also do w hat they can to 
make the good news acceptable to all sorts 
of people.—1 Corinthians 9:19-23.

20W ith Timothy as an a ttendan t, Paul 
and Silas delivered to the disciples for 
observance the decrees of the governing 
body. And w hat resulted? A pparently re- 
ferring to Syria, Cilicia, and G alatia, Luke 
wrote: “The congregations continued to be 
made firm in the faith  and to increase in 
number from day to day.” Yes, compliance 
with the governing body’s le tte r  resulted 
in unity  and spiritual prosperity. W hat a 
fine example for our critical tim es, when 
Jehovah’s people need to rem ain unified 
and firm in the faith!

20. Compliance with the first-century governing 
body’s letter had what effect, and how do you 
think this should affect us?

How Would You Answer?
□ How did Paul and Barnabas react 
to persecution?
□ What can be learned from the 
statement: “We must enter into the 
kingdom of God through many 
tribulations”?
□ What counsel do we derive from 
the three points in the letter sent out 
by the first-century governing body?
□ How do factors that made 
Jehovah’s first-century witnesses 
firm in the faith apply to us today?

m issionary journey was proposed. (15 : 
3 6 4 1 ־ ) Paul suggested th a t he and Bar- 
nabas revisit the  congregations in Cy- 
prus and Asia Minor. Barnabas agreed 
bu t w anted to take along his cousin Mark. 
Paul disagreed because M ark had aban- 
doned them  in Pamphylia. At tha t, “a 
sharp  bu rs t of anger” occurred. But nei- 
th e r Paul nor Barnabas sought personal 
vindication by try ing  to involve other el- 
ders or the  governing body in the ir private 
affair. W hat a fine example!

18 This d ispu te  caused a separation , 
however. Barnabas took Mark with him to 
Cyprus. Paul, w ith Silas as his associate, 
“w ent through Syria and Cilicia, strength- 
ening the congregations.” Barnabas may 
have been influenced by family ties, but he 
should have acknowledged Paul’s apostle- 
ship and selection as “a chosen vessel.” 
(Acts 9:15) And w hat about us? This inci- 
dent should im press us with the need to 
recognize theocratic au thority  and to co- 
operate fully w ith “the faithful and dis- 
creet slave”!—M atthew 24:45-47.

Progress in Peace
19 This dispute was not allowed to affect 

the  peace of the congregation. God’s peo- 
pie continued to be made firm in the faith. 
( 1 6 : 1 5 ־ ) Paul and Silas w ent to Derbe 
and on to Lystra. There lived Timothy, a 
son of the Jew ish believer Eunice and her 
unbelieving Greek husband. Timothy was 
young, for even 12 to 15 years later, he 
was still told: “Let no m an ever look down 
on your youth .” (1 Timothy 4:12) Since he 
“was well reported on by the brothers in 
L ystra and [some 18 miles away in] Iconi- 
um ,” he was well-known for his fine min-

18. What resulted from the separation of Paul 
and Barnabas, and how can we benefit from this 
incident?
19. What example do present-day Christian 
youths have in Timothy?
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lEHOVAH S WORD PREVAILS!
“In a m ighty w ay the w ord of Jehovah kept growing and prevailing."

—ACTS 19:20.

it. (1 6 :6 -1 0 )  Perhaps 
by audible revelations, 
dream s, or visions, the 
sp irit prevented them 
from preaching in the 
d is tr ic t of Asia and 
th e  prov ince of Bi- 
thynia, la te r reached 
w ith the good news. 
(Acts 18:18-21; 1 Pe- 
te r  1:1, 2) W hy did the 
sp irit block earlier en- 
try ?  L ab o re rs  w ere 
few, and  th e  s p ir i t  
was guiding them  into 
more fru itfu l fields in 
Europe. So today, if 
the way is blocked into 
one te r r i to ry ,  Jeho- 

vah’s W itnesses preach elsewhere, sure 
th a t God’s spirit will lead them  to sheep- 
like ones.

4 Paul and his associates then  ‘passed 
by’ Mysia, a region in Asia Minor, as a 
missionary field. In a vision, however, Paul 
saw a Macedonian m an pleading for help. 
So the missionaries promptly w ent to Mac- 
edonia, a region of the Balkan Peninsula. 
Similarly, many W itnesses are directed by 
holy spirit to serve now where the need for 
Kingdom proclaimers is great.

5 Jehovah’s word prevailed in  Mace- 
donia. ( 1 6 :1 1 - 1 5 )  P h ilipp i, a colony

4. What was the response to Paul’s vision of a 
Macedonian man pleading for help?
5. (a) Why can it be said that Jehovah’s word 
prevailed in Philippi? (b) In what way are many 
present-day Witnesses like Lydia?

JEHOVAH was open- 
ing a door to ac- 
t iv ity .  E sp ec ia lly  
would Paul, “an apos- 

tie  to  th e  n a t io n s ,” 
spearhead th a t work.
(R om ans 11:13) In - 
deed, our con tinu ing  
study of Acts of Apos- 
ties finds him engaged 
in thrilling  m issionary 
tra v e ls .—A cts 16 :6- 
19:41.

2Paul was also a di- 
vinely inspired penman.
From  abou t 50 C.E. 
to 56 C.E., he w rote 
1 and 2 Thessalonians 
from Corinth, Galatians 
from th a t city or from Syrian Antioch, 1 Co- 
rinthians from Ephesus, 2 Corinthians from 
Macedonia, and Romans from Corinth. And 
as God blessed Paul’s m inistry and tha t 
of others, “in a mighty way the word of Je- 
hovah kept growing and prevailing.”—Acts 
19:20.

From Asia to Europe
3 Paul and his associates set a fine ex- 

ample in accepting direction by holy spir-

1. What will be covered in this study of the Bible 
book Acts of Apostles?
2. (a) How did the apostle Paul serve as a di- 
vinely inspired penman from about 50 C.E. to 
56 C.E.? (b) What happened as God blessed 
Paul’s ministry and that of others?
3. How did Paul and his companions set a fine 
example in connection with direction by holy 
spirit?
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to look for gold! She kept following the 
brothers and crying out: “These men are 
slaves of the Most High God, who are 
publishing to you the way of salvation.” 
The demon may have made her say th is  to 
make it seem th a t her predictions were 
divinely inspired, bu t demons have no 
right to make proclam ations about Je- 
hovah and his provision for salvation. 
W hen Paul got tired  of the harassm ent, 
he expelled the demon in Jesu s’ name. 
Their business ruined, the g irl’s m asters 
dragged Paul and Silas into the m arket- 
place, where they were beaten w ith rods. 
(2 C orinthians 11:25) Then they  were 
jailed and the ir feet put in stocks. Such 
devices could be adjusted so as to force 
one’s legs apart, causing g reat pain.

7 This im prisonm ent led to blessings 
for the jailer and his family. ( 1 6 :2 5 4 0 ־ ) 
About m idnight Paul and Silas were pray- 
ing and praising God in song, sure th a t he 
was with them. (Psalm 42:8) Suddenly, an 
earthquake threw  open the doors and loos- 
ened all bonds as fe tters became detached

7. For whom and how did the imprisonment of 
Paul and Silas at Philippi lead to blessings?

inhabited mostly by Roman citizens, ap- 
parently  had few Jews and no synagogue. 
So the brothers w ent to “a place of prayer” 
beside a river outside the city. Among 
those found there was Lydia, possibly a 
Jew ish proselyte from Thyatira, a city in 
Asia Minor known for its dyeing industry. 
She sold purple dye or fabrics and clothes 
colored with it. A fter Lydia and her house- 
hold got baptized, she offered hospitality 
so earnestly  th a t Luke wrote: “She just 
made us come.” We are grateful for sisters 
of th a t kind today.

A Jailer Becomes a Believer
6 Satan m ust have been enraged over 

sp iritual developments in Philippi, for de- 
monic activity  there  led to the imprison- 
m ent of Paul and Silas. ( 1 6 :1 6 2 4 ־ ) For 
days they were followed by a girl who had 
“a demon of divination” (literally, “a spirit 
of python”). The demon may have imper- 
sonated Pythian Apollo, a god th a t sup- 
posedly killed a serpent named py'thon. 
The girl brought her m asters much gain by 
practicing the a r t of prediction. Why, she 
may have told farm ers when to plant, 
m aidens when to m arry, and m iners where



Roman citizens, the m agistrates came and 
asked the brothers to leave, bu t these did 
so only after encouraging fellow believers. 
Such in terest now moves members of the 
Governing Body and other traveling repre- 
sentatives to visit and encourage God’s 
people earth  wide.

Jehovah’s Word Prevails 
in Thessalonica and Beroea

9 God’s word next prevailed in Thessalo- 
nica, Macedonia’s capital and m ain sea- 
port. (1 7 :1 -9 )  There Paul reasoned with 
Jews, “explaining and proving” th a t the 
Messiah had to suffer and rise from the 
dead. (Paul did so by com paring prophecies 
with events in fulfillment, as Jehovah’s 
W itnesses do.) Thus, some Jews, many 
proselytes, and others became believers. 
W hen some jealous Jews formed a mob but 
were unable to find Paul and Silas, they 
took Jason and other brothers to the city

9. By what method, still used by Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses, did Paul ‘explain and prove’ that the 
Messiah had to suffer and rise from the dead?

from beams or walls. The jailer was fearful 
of suffering the death penalty because his 
prisoners had escaped. He was about to 
commit suicide when Paul called out: “Do 
not h u rt yourself, for we are all here!” 
Bringing Paul and Silas outside, the jailer 
asked how he could get saved. “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus,” was the reply. Upon hear- 
ing the word of Jehovah, “he and his were 
baptized w ithout delay.” W hat joy th a t 
brought about!

8 The next day, civil m agistrates sent 
word to release Paul and Silas. But Paul 
said: ‘They flogged us uncondemned, men 
who are Romans, and threw  us into prison. 
Are they throw ing us out secretly? Let 
them  come and bring us ou t.’ If the mag- 
istra tes  acknowledged the ir error publicly, 
they m ight be re luctan t to beat and im- 
prison other C hristians. Unable to expel

8. What action was taken by Philippi’s civil 
magistrates, and what might be 

achieved if they acknowl- 
edged their error 

publicly?
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excellent example of one having an effec- 
tive introduction, logical development, and 
convincing argum ent—as taugh t in the 
Theocratic M inistry School of Jehovah’s 
W itnesses. (1 7 :2 2 -3 4 ) He said th a t the 
A thenians were more religious than  oth- 
ers. Why, they even had an a lta r “To an 
Unknown God,” perhaps to avoid slighting 
any deity! Paul spoke of the C reator who 
“made out of one m an every nation of 
men” and “decreed the appointed tim es 
and the set lim its of the dwelling of m en,” 
such as when to uproot the Canaanites. 
(Genesis 15:13-21; Daniel 2:21; 7:12) This 
God can be found, “for we are also his 
progeny,” said Paul, alluding to m an’s ere- 
ation by Jehovah and quoting the ir poets 
A ratus and Cleanthes. As God’s progeny, 
we should not th ink  the perfect C reator is 
like an idol made by im perfect man. God 
once overlooked such ignorance bu t was 
now telling m ankind to repent, for he had 
set a day to judge people by his Appointee. 
Since Paul had been “declaring the good 
news of Je su s ,” his audience knew he 
m eant th a t C hrist would be th a t Judge. 
(Acts 17:18; John 5:22, 30) Talk of repen- 
tance irked the Epicureans, and Greek phi- 
losophers could accept rem arks about im- 
m ortality but not death and resurrection. 
Apparently, like many who now shrug off 
the good news, some said: ‘We will hear 
you another tim e.’ But the judge Dionysius 
and others became believers.

God’s Word Prevails in Corinth
13 Paul went on to Corinth, capital of the 

province of Achaia. (1 8 :1 -1 1 )  There he 
found Aquila and Priscilla, who had come 
there when Claudius Caesar ordered Jews 
who were not Roman citizens to leave 
Rome. To sustain him self in the m inistry, 
Paul made ten ts  with th is C hristian cou- 
ple. (1 Corinthians 16:19; 2 C orinthians

13. How did Paul sustain himself in the minis- 
try, and what modern-day parallel do we find?

rulers and accused them  of sedition, a false 
charge still leveled against Jehovah’s peo- 
pie. However, the brothers were released 
a fte r giving “sufficient security .”

10 Paul and Silas next went to the city of 
Beroea. (1 7 :1 0 -1 5 ) There the Jews ‘care- 
fully exam ined’ the Scriptures, as Jeho- 
vah’s W itnesses encourage people to do to- 
day. Those Beroeans did not doubt Paul but 
did research to prove th a t Jesus was the 
Messiah. The result? Many Jews and some 
Greeks (perhaps proselytes) became believ- 
ers. W hen Jews from Thessalonica agitated 
the masses, the brothers escorted Paul to 
the coast, where some of his party  may have 
boarded a ship for Piraeus (modern-day Pi- 
raievs), the port city of Athens.

Jehovah’s Word Prevails in Athens
11 A bold w itness was given in Athens. 

(1 7 :1 6 -2 1 )  Because of Paul’s words about 
Jesus and the resurrection, philosophers 
spoke w ith  him  controversially . Some 
were Epicureans, who emphasized plea- 
sure. O thers were Stoics, stressing self- 
discipline. ‘W hat would th is chatterer like 
to  say?’ asked some. “C hatterer” (literally, 
“seedpicker”) implied th a t Paul was like a 
b ird  picking up seeds and doling out bits 
of knowledge but lacking wisdom. Others 
said: “He seems to be a publisher of for- 
eign deities.” This was serious, for Soc- 
ra tes  lost his life on such a charge. Soon 
Paul was taken to the Areopagus (M ars’ 
Hill), possibly where the open-air supreme 
court met near the Acropolis.

12 Paul’s ta lk  on the Areopagus was an

10. In what sense did Jews in Beroea ‘carefully 
examine’ the Scriptures?
11. (a) How did Paul witness boldly in Athens, 
but who spoke with him controversially? 
(b) What did some imply when they spoke of 
Paul as a “chatterer”?
12. (a) What aspects of good public speaking 
are evident in Paul’s talk on the Areopagus? 
(b) What points did Paul make regarding God, 
and with what results?
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Cenchreae to Ephesus, a city in Asia Mi- 
nor. (1 8 :1 8 -2 2 ) Before th a t tr ip  ‘he had 
the hair of his head clipped short, for he 
had a vow.’ I t is not said w hether Paul 
made the vow before becoming Jesu s’ fol- 
lower or if th is was the s ta r t  or the end of 
the vowed period. C hristians are not under 
the Law, but it was God-given and holy, 
and there was nothing sinful about such 
a vow. (Romans 6:14; 7:6, 12; Galatians 
5:18) In Ephesus, Paul reasoned with the 
Jews, promising to re tu rn  if God was will- 
ing. (That promise was fulfilled la ter.) His 
re tu rn  to Syrian Antioch ended his second 
missionary tour.

Jehovah’s Word Prevails in Ephesus
17 Paul soon began his th ird  m issionary 

trip  (c. 52-56 C.E.). (1 8 :2 3 -1 9 :7 )  Mean- 
while in Ephesus, Apollos taugh t about 
Jesus but knew only of Jo h n ’s baptism  in 
symbol of repentance for sins against the 
Law covenant. Priscilla and Aquila “ex- 
pounded the way of God more correctly to 
him ,” likely explaining th a t being baptized 
as Jesus was included a person’s undergo- 
ing w ater immersion and receiving the 
outpoured holy spirit. A fter baptism  with 
holy spirit occurred a t Pentecost 33 C.E., 
anyone bap tized  w ith  J o h n ’s bap tism  
needed to be rebaptized in Jesu s’ name. 
(M atthew 3:11, 16; Acts 2:38) L ater in  
Ephesus, about 12 Jew ish men who had 
undergone John’s baptism  “got baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesu s” in the only 
rebap tism  recorded in th e  S crip tu res. 
W hen Paul laid his hands upon them, 
they received holy sp irit and two mirac- 
ulous indications of heavenly acceptance 
—speaking with tongues and prophesying.

18 P au l w as c e r ta in ly  k ep t busy  in

17. Regarding baptism, what instruction did 
Apollos and some others need?
18. Where did Paul witness while in Ephesus, 
and with what results?

11:9) C utting and sewing stiff goat-hair 
cloth was hard work. Similarly, Jehovah’s 
W itnesses provide for the ir m aterial needs 
through secular work, but the ir vocation is 
the m inistry.

14 C orinth’s Jews kept speaking abusive- 
ly as Paul proclaimed Jesu s’ Messiahship. 
So he shook out his garm ents to disclaim 
responsibility toward them  and began to 
hold m eetings in the house of Titius Jus- 
tus, likely a Roman. Many (including the 
synagogue’s form er presiding officer Cris- 
pus and his household) became baptized 
believers. If Jew ish antagonism  made Paul 
wonder about rem aining in Corinth, doubt 
vanished when the Lord told him in vision: 
‘Have no fear. Keep on speaking, for I am 
with you and no m an will do you injury. I 
have many people in th is c ity .’ So Paul 
kept on teaching the word of God there, 
altogether for a year and six m onths. 
Though Jehovah’s people do not now re- 
ceive visions, both prayer and direction by 
holy spirit help them  to make sim ilar wise 
decisions affecting Kingdom interests.

15 Jews led Paul to Proconsul Junius 
Gallio. (1 8 :1 2 -1 7 )  They implied th a t Paul 
was proselytizing illegally—a false charge 
Greek clerics now make against Jehovah’s 
W itnesses. Gallio was aware th a t Paul was 
not guilty of villainy and th a t Jews cared 
little about the welfare of Rome and its 
law, so he drove them  away. W hen onlook- 
ers beat Sosthenes, the synagogue’s new 
presiding officer, Gallio did not interfere, 
perhaps th ink ing  th a t the  apparent leader 
of mob action against Paul was getting  
what he deserved.

16Paul sailed from the Aegean port of

14. (a) Faced with persistent opposition by 
Jews in Corinth, what did Paul do? (b) How was 
Paul assured that he should remain in Corinth, 
but how are Jehovah’s people directed today?
15. What happened when Paul was taken before 
Proconsul Gallio?
16. Why was it acceptable for Paul to have his 
hair clipped short in connection with a vow?
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A ristarchus into the theater, but the  dis- 
ciples did not let Paul go inside. Even some 
com m issioners of festivals and gam es 
pleaded th a t he not take th a t risk. For 
about two hours, the mob shouted: “G reat 
is Artemis of the Ephesians!” Finally, the 
city recorder (who headed the municipal 
government) said th a t the craftsm en could 
present the ir charges to a proconsul, au- 
thorized to make judicial decisions, or 
their case m ight be decided in “a regular 
assembly” of citizens. Otherwise, Rome 
could charge those in this irregular assem- 
bly with rioting. W ith th a t, he dism issed 
them.

21 God helped Paul to face various tria ls 
and blessed his efforts to help people re- 
ject religious error and embrace the tru th . 
(Compare Jerem iah 1:9, 10.) How thankful 
we are th a t our heavenly Father sim ilarly 
blesses our work! Thus, now as in the first 
century, ‘the word of Jehovah is growing 
and prevailing.’

21. In what way did God bless Paul’s work, and 
how does he bless that of Jehovah’s Witnesses 
today?

How Would You Answer?
□ What example did Paul set in 
accepting direction by holy spirit?
□ By what method, still used by 
Jehovah’s servants, did Paul ‘explain 
and prove’ matters?
□ What parallel is there between 
responses to Paul’s speech on the 
Areopagus and the preaching of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses?
□ How did Paul sustain himself in 
the ministry, and what modern-day 
parallel does this have?
□ As he did with Paul’s work, how 
has God blessed the work of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses today?

Ephesus, a city of some 300,000 residents. 
( 1 9 : 8 1 0 ־ ) Its  temple of the goddess Arte- 
mis was one of the ancient world’s seven 
wonders, and its thea te r could seat 25,000. 
In the  synagogue, Paul ‘used persuasion’ 
by presenting convincing argum ents but 
w ithd rew  w hen some spoke abusively 
about The Way, or m anner of life based on 
faith  in Christ. For two years, Paul spoke 
daily in the school auditorium  of Tyran- 
nus, and “the word” spread throughout the 
d is tric t of Asia.

19 God showed approval of Paul’s activity 
by enabling him to perform cures and ex- 
pel demons. ( 1 9 :1 1 2 0 ־ ) B ut the seven 
sons of the chief priest Sceva failed to 
expel a demon by the use of Jesus’ name 
because they did not represent God and 
Christ. They were even wounded by the 
demon-possessed man! This made people 
fearful, and “the nam e of the Lord Jesus 
w ent on being m agnified.” Those who 
became believers denounced their occult 
practices and publicly burned the ir books 
th a t apparently  contained incantations 
and magic formulas. “Thus,” wrote Luke, 
“in a m ighty way the word of Jehovah kept 
growing and prevailing.” Today, too, God’s 
servan ts help to free people from demon- 
ism .—Deuteronomy 18:10-12.

Religious Intolerance 
Does Not Succeed

20 Jehovah’s W itnesses have often faced 
angry mobs, and so did C hristians in Eph- 
esus. ( 1 9 :2 1 4 1 ־ ) As believers multiplied, 
D em etrius and o ther silversm iths lost 
money because fewer people bought their 
silver shrines of the many-breasted fertil- 
ity goddess Artemis. Incited by Demetrius, 
a mob took Paul’s associates Gaius and

19. What took place in Ephesus that caused 
‘Jehovah’s word to keep growing and prevailing’ 
there?
20. Why did the silversmiths of Ephesus foment 
a riot, and how was it ended?
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B o ld ly pr o c la im  
__Teh o v a h s K in g d o m !
"He would kindly receive a ll those who came in to him, preaching the 

kingdom of God to them. "—ACTS 28:30, 31.

to board the same ship 
and kill Paul, he went 
th ro u g h  M acedonia . 
At Troas, he spent a 
week upbuilding fellow 
believers as traveling 
overseers among Jeho- 
vah’s W itnesses now 
do. On the n ight be- 
fo re  h is  d e p a r tu re ,  
P a u l p ro lo n g e d  h is  
speech until m idnight. 
Eutychus, seated a t a 

window, was apparently weary from the 
day’s exertions. He collapsed in sleep and 
fell to his death from the th ird  floor, but 
Paul restored him to life. W hat joy this 
m ust have caused! Think, then, of the joy 
th a t will result when many millions are 
resurrected  in the  com ing new world. 
—John 5:28, 29.

4 En route to Jerusalem , a t Miletus, Paul 
m et w ith  the  elders of Ephesus. (2 0 : 
1 3 2 1 ־ ) He reminded them  th a t he had 
taught them  “from house to house” and 
th a t he “thoroughly bore w itness both to 
Jews and to Greeks about repentance to- 
ward God and faith  in our Lord Jesu s .”

4. As regards the ministry, what did Paul teach 
the Ephesian elders?

JEHOVAH a lw ay s  
upholds K ingdom  
p ro c la im ers. How 

true th a t was of the 
apostle Paul! W ith di- 
vine backing, he ap- 
peared before ru lers, 
endured mob action, 
and boldly proclaimed 
Jehovah’s Kingdom.

2 Even as a prisoner 
in Rome, Paul “would 
kindly receive all those 
who came in to him, preaching the king- 
dom of God to them .” (Acts 28:30, 31) 
W hat a fine example for Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses today! We can learn  much from 
Paul’s m inistry  as reported by Luke in the 
final chapters of the Bible book of Acts.

—20:1־28:31.

Fellow Believers Upbuilt
3After the rio t in Ephesus subsided, 

Paul continued his th ird  m issionary tour. 
( 2 0 : 1 1 2 ־ ) W hen about to sail for Syria, 
however, he learned th a t Jews had plotted 
against him. Since they may have planned

1, 2. What evidence of divine backing did the 
apostle Paul have, and what example did he set? 
3. What happened at Troas, and what parallel 
may be drawn with our day?
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enjoy much happiness if we are as self- 
sacrificing as Paul was. Why, he had given 
of himself so much th a t his departure sad- 
dened the Ephesian elders greatly!

Let Jehovah’s Will Take Place
7 As Paul’s th ird  missionary tr ip  neared 

its end (c. 56 C.E.), he set a fine example 
in subm itting to God’s will. (2 1 :1 -1 4 )  In 
Caesarea he and his companions stayed 
with Philip, whose four virgin daughters 
“prophesied,” foretelling events by holy 
spirit. There the C hristian prophet Agabus 
bound his own hands and feet w ith P au l’s 
girdle and was moved by the sp irit to say 
th a t Jews would bind its owner in  Jerusa- 
lem and deliver him into Gentile hands. “I 
am ready not only to be bound but also to  
die a t Jerusalem  for the nam e of the  Lord 
Jesus,” said Paul. The disciples acqui- 
esced, saying: “Let the will of Jehovah 
take place.”

8 Paul told the elders in Jerusalem  w hat 
God did among the Gentiles through his 
ministry. (2 1 :1 5 -2 6 ) If we ever find it 
hard to take good advice, we can recall how 
Paul accepted it. To prove th a t he was not 
teaching Jews in Gentile lands “an apos- 
tasy from Moses,” he heeded the elders’ 
counsel to undergo ceremonial cleansing 
and cover the expenses for him self and 
four o ther men. Though Je s u s ’ death  
moved the Law out of the way, Paul did no 
wrong by carrying out its  features regard- 
ing vows.—Romans 7:12-14.

Mobbed but Undaunted
9 Jehovah’s W itnesses have often m ain- 

tained in tegrity  to God in the face of mob 
violence. (For example, see the 1975 Year-

7. How did Paul set an example in submitting to 
God’s will?
8. If we sometimes find it hard to take good 
advice, what might we remember?
9. As to mob violence, what parallel is there 
between the experiences of Paul and those of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses today?

Those who ultim ately became elders had 
repented, and they possessed faith. The 
apostle also had been tra in ing  them  to pro- 
claim the Kingdom boldly to unbelievers in 
a house-to-house m inistry  like th a t per- 
formed by Jehovah’s W itnesses today.

5 Paul was exemplary in accepting di- 
rection by God’s holy spirit. (2 0 :2 2 -3 0 ) 
“Bound in  the sp irit,” or feeling obligated 
to follow its  lead, the apostle would go to 
Jerusalem , though bonds and tribulations 
aw aited him  there. He valued life, but 
m ain tain ing  in teg rity  to God was the most 
im portan t th ing  to him, as it should be to 
us. Paul urged the elders to ‘pay attention 
to all the  flock among which the holy spirit 
had appointed them  overseers.’ After his 
“going away” (apparently in death), “op- 
pressive wolves” would “not trea t the flock 
w ith tenderness.” Such men would arise 
from among the elders themselves, and 
less discerning disciples would accept their 
tw isted teachings.—2 Thessalonians 2:6.

6 The elders needed to rem ain alert spir- 
itually to guard against apostasy. (20: 
3 1 -3 8 )  The apostle had taugh t them  the 
Hebrew Scriptures and Jesu s’ teachings, 
which have sanctifying power tha t could 
help them  to receive the heavenly King- 
dom, “the inheritance among all the sane- 
tified ones.” By working to provide for 
him self and his associates, Paul also en- 
couraged the elders to be hard workers. 
(Acts 18:1-3; 1 Thessalonians 2:9) If we 
pursue a sim ilar course and help others to 
gain eternal life, we will appreciate Jesus’ 
words: “There is more happiness in giving 
th a n  there is in receiving.” The sense of 
th is  s ta tem ent is found in the Gospels but 
is quoted only by Paul, who may have 
received it orally or by inspiration. We can

5. (a) How was Paul exemplary in regard to 
direction by holy spirit? (b) Why did the elders 
need counsel to ‘pay attention to all the flock’ ?
6. (a) Why could Paul confidently commit the 
elders to God? (b) How did Paul follow the prin- 
ciple o f Acts 20:35?
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the Sanhedrin by saying th a t he had “be- 
haved before God w ith a perfectly clear 
conscience,” High P riest Ananias ordered 
tha t he be struck. (2 3 :1 -1 0 )  Paul said, 
“God is going to strike you, you white- 
washed wall.” “Are you reviling the high 
priest?” some asked. Because of poor eye- 
sight, Paul may not have recognized Ana- 
nias. But noting th a t the council was made 
up of Pharisees and Sadducees, Paul said: 
Ί  am a Pharisee being judged over the 
resurrection hope.’ This split the Sanhe- 
drin, for Pharisees believed in resurrection 
and Sadducees did not. So much dissen- 
sion arose th a t Lysias had to rescue the 
apostle.

12 Paul next escaped a plot on his life. 
( 2 3 :1 1 3 5 ־ ) Forty Jews had sworn not to 
eat or drink until they had killed him. 
Paul’s nephew reported th is to him and to 
Lysias. Under m ilitary guard, the  apostle 
was taken to Governor A ntonius Felix a t 
Caesarea, the Roman adm inistrative capi- 
ta l of Judea. A fter prom ising Paul a hear- 
ing, Felix kept him under guard in the 
P raetorian palace of Herod the Great, the 
governor’s headquarters.

Boldness Before Rulers
13 The apostle soon defended him self 

against false charges and boldly witnessed 
to Felix. (2 4 :1 -2 7 ) Before Jewish accusers, 
Paul showed th a t he had not incited a mob. 
He said th a t he believed the things set forth 
in the Law and the Prophets and hoped in “a 
resurrection of both the righteous and the 
unrighteous.” Paul had gone to Jerusalem  
with “gifts of mercy” (contributions for Je- 
sus’ followers whose poverty may have re- 
suited from persecution) and had been cer- 
emonially cleansed. Though Felix postponed 
judgm ent, P aul la te r  p reached  to  him  
and his wife Drusilla (daughter of Herod

12. How did Paul escape a plot on his life in 
Jerusalem?
13. About what did Paul witness to Felix, and 
with what effect?

book of Jehovah’s Witnesses, pages 180- 
90.) Jews from Asia Minor similarly fo- 
m ented mob action against Paul. (2 1 : 
2 7 -4 0 ) Seeing Trophimus the Ephesian 
with him, they falsely accused the apostle 
of defiling the temple by taking Greeks 
into it. Paul was about to be killed when 
Roman tribune Claudius Lysias and his 
men quelled the riot! As foretold (but 
caused by the Jews), Lysias had Paul put 
in chains. (Acts 21:11) The apostle was 
about to be taken into the soldiers’ quar- 
ters adjoining the temple court when Lys- 
ias learned th a t Paul was not a seditionist 
but a Jew  allowed to en ter the temple 
area. G etting perm ission to speak, Paul 
addressed the people in Hebrew.

10Paul gave a bold w itness. (2 2 :1 -3 0 ) 
He identified him self as a Jew  instructed 
by highly respected Gamaliel. The apostle 
explained th a t en route to Damascus to 
persecute followers of The Way, he had 
been blinded upon seeing the glorified Je- 
sus Christ, but A nanias had restored his 
sight. L ater the Lord had told Paul: “Get 
on your way, because I shall send you out 
to nations far off.” Those words fell like a 
spark in a forest. Shouting th a t Paul was 
not fit to live, the crowd threw  their outer 
garm ents about and tossed dust into the 
air in anger. So Lysias had Paul taken to 
the soldiers’ quarters for exam ination un- 
der scourging to learn  why the Jews were 
against him . A scourging (w ith a de- 
vice having leather thongs with knots or 
embedded pieces of m etal or bone) was 
prevented when Paul asked: ‘Is it lawful to 
scourge an uncondem ned Roman?’ Learn- 
ing th a t Paul was a Roman citizen, Lysias 
became fearful and took him before the 
Sanhedrin to learn why he was being ac- 
cused by the Jews.

11 W hen Paul opened his defense before

10. How was Paul’s speech received by the Jews 
in Jerusalem, and why was he not scourged?
11. In what respect was Paul a Pharisee?
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urrection and amazed a t Paul’s conviction, 
Festus said: “Great learning is driving you 
into madness!” Similarly, some now accuse 
Jehovah’s W itnesses of being mad, though 
they really are like Paul in “u tte ring  say- 
ings of tru th  and of soundness of m ind.” 
“In a short tim e you would persuade me to 
become a C hristian ,” said Agrippa, who 
ended the hearing but acknowledged th a t 
Paul could have been released if he had not 
appealed to Caesar.

Dangers at Sea
17 The tr ip  to Rome exposed Paul to  

“dangers a t sea.” (2 Corinthians 11:24-27) 
An arm y officer nam ed Ju liu s  was in 
charge of the prisoners sailing from Cae- 
sarea to Rome. ( 2 7 :1 2 6 ־ ) W hen the ir ship 
landed a t Sidon, Paul was allowed to v isit 
believers, who refreshed him  spiritually. 
(Compare 3 John 14.) At M yra in Asia 
Minor, Julius made the prisoners board a 
grain ship bound for Italy. Despite strong  
headwinds, they made it to the harbor 
of Fair Havens, near the C retan city of 
Lasea. A fter leaving there en route to 
Phoenix, a northeasterly  gale seized the 
ship. F earfu l of ru n n in g  ag ro u n d  on 
the Syrtis (quicksands) off north  Africa, 
the sailors “lowered the gear,” perhaps 
the sails and masts. Ropes had been run  
around the hull so th a t the ship’s seams 
would not part. Still tem pest-tossed the 
next day, the ship was lightened by throw- 
ing freight overboard. The th ird  day, they 
threw  away the tackling (sails or spare 
gear). As hope seemed to fade, an  angel 
appeared to Paul and told him not to be 
fearful, for he would stand before Caesar. 
W hat a relief it was when the apostle said 
tha t all the travelers would be cast ashore 
on a certain  island!

18The voyagers did survive. (2 7 :2 7 -4 4 )

17. How would you describe the dangers encoun- 
tered at sea during Paul’s trip to Rome?
18. What finally happened to Paul and his fellow 
voyagers?

Agrippa I) about Christ, righteousness, self- 
control, and the coming judgment. Fright- 
ened by such talk, Felix dismissed Paul. 
Later, however, he sent for the apostle of- 
ten, hoping in vain for a bribe. Felix knew 
th a t Paul was innocent but left him bound, 
hoping to gain favor with the Jews. Two 
years later, Felix was succeeded by Porcius 
Festus.

14 Paul also made a bold defense before 
Festus. (2 5 :1 -1 2 )  If the  apostle was de- 
serving of death, he would not beg off, but 
no m an could hand him over to the Jews 
as a favor. “I appeal to Caesar!” said Paul, 
availing him self of a Roman citizen’s right 
to be tried  in Rome (a t th a t time before 
Nero). The appeal granted, Paul would 
“bear w itness in Rome,” as foretold. (Acts 
23:11) Jehovah ’s W itnesses also avail 
themselves of provisions to ‘defend and 
legally establish the good news.’—Philip- 
pians 1:7.

15 King Herod Agrippa II of northern  
Judea and his sister Bernice (with whom 
he had an incestuous relationship) heard 
Paul when paying Festus a visit a t Cae- 
sarea. (2 5 :1 3 -2 6 :2 3 )  By witnessing to 
A grippa and Caesar, Paul fulfilled the 
prophecy th a t he would bear the Lord’s 
nam e to kings. (Acts 9:15) Telling Agrippa 
w hat had happened on the road to Damas- 
cus, Paul rem arked th a t Jesus said: “To 
keep kicking against the goads makes it 
hard  for you.” As a stubborn bull hurts 
itse lf in resisting  the prickings of a goad, 
Saul had h u rt him self by fighting against 
Jesus’ followers, who had God’s backing.

16 How did Festus and Agrippa react? 
(2 6 :2 4 -3 2 )  Unable to understand the res-

14. Of what legal provision did Paul avail him- 
self when he appeared before Festus, and what 
parallel do you find in this?
15. (a) What prophecy was fulfilled when Paul 
appeared before King Agrippa and Caesar? 
(b) How did Saul ‘kick against the goads’?
16. How did Festus and Agrippa react to Paul’s 
testimony?
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17-31) He told principal Jew ish men: “Be- 
cause of the hope of Israel th is  chain I have 
around me.” That hope involved accepting 
the Messiah, som ething for which we m ust 
also be willing to suffer. (Philippians 1:29) 
Though most of those Jews did not believe, 
many Gentiles and a Jew ish rem nant had 
the righ t heart condition. (Isaiah 6:9, 10) 
For two years (c. 59-61 C.E.) Paul received 
all who came in to him , “preaching the 
kingdom of God to them  and teaching the 
things concerning the Lord Jesus Christ 
with the greatest freeness of speech, with- 
out hindrance.”

21 Nero apparently pronounced Paul in- 
nocent and released him. The apostle then 
renewed his work in association with Tim- 
othy and Titus. However, he was again 
imprisoned in Rome (c. 65 C.E.) and like- 
ly suffered m artyrdom  a t Nero’s hands. 
(2 Timothy 4:6-8) But to the end, Paul set 
a fine example as a courageous Kingdom 
proclaimer. W ith the same sp irit in these 
last days, may all those dedicated to God 
boldly proclaim Jehovah’s Kingdom!

21. To the end o f his earthly life, what example 
did Paul set?

How Would You Answer?
□ What ministerial training did Paul 
give the Ephesian elders?
□ How did Paul set an example of 
submission to God’s will?
□ As to mob violence, what 
similarity is there between the 
experiences of Paul and those of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses today?
□ Of what legal provision did Paul 
avail himself when before Governor 
Festus, and this has what 
modern-day parallel?
□ With what activity did Paul keep 
busy in his quarters in Rome, setting 
what example?

At m idnight on the 14th day, the sailors 
perceived th a t land was near. Soundings 
confirmed this, and anchors were lowered 
to escape d isaste r upon the rocks. At 
Paul’s urging, all 276 men partook of food. 
Then the ship was lightened by throwing 
the wheat overboard. A t daybreak, the 
sailors cut away the anchors, unlashed the 
oars, and hoisted the foresail to the wind. 
The vessel lighted upon a shoal, and the 
stern  began to be broken to pieces. But 
everyone made it to land.

19 Soaked and weary, the shipwreck vie- 
tim s found themselves on Malta, where the 
islanders showed them  “extraordinary hu- 
man k indness.” (2 8 :1 -1 6 )  As Paul laid 
sticks on a fire, however, the heat revived 
a dorm ant viper th a t fastened itself on his 
hand. (There are now no poisonous snakes 
on Malta, but th is was a “venomous crea- 
tu re .”) The M altese thought Paul was a 
m urderer th a t “vindictive justice” would 
not allow to live, bu t when he did not drop 
dead or swell up w ith inflammation, they 
said he was a god. Paul la ter cured many, 
including the fa ther of Publius, M alta’s 
chief official. Three m onths thereafter, 
Paul, Luke, and A ristarchus departed on a 
ship w ith the figurehead “Sons of Zeus” 
(Castor and Pollux, tw in deities supposed- 
ly favoring m ariners). Landing a t Puteo- 
li, Ju lius moved on w ith his ward. Paul 
thanked God and took courage when Chris- 
tians from the Roman capital met them  at 
the M arketplace of Appius and Three Tav- 
erns along the Appian Way. Finally, in 
Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by himself, 
though guarded by a soldier.

Keep on Proclaiming
Jehovah’s Kingdom!

20 In his quarters in Rome, Paul bold- 
ly proclaimed Jehovah’s Kingdom. (28:

19. What happened to Paul on Malta, and what 
did he do for others there?
20. With what activity did Paul keep busy in his 
quarters in Rome?
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P unctuality
AND YOU

d ated  in the business world. “Get to work 
on time; be prom pt for m eetings; tu rn  in 
reports when they are due,” advises Emily 
Post’s Etiquette. Similarly, The New Eti- 
quette (1987) sta tes  th a t, in general, “la te 
arrivals are rude arriva ls.” The au thors 
then add: “Religious services are also an- 
other inappropria te  occasion to  a rrive  
la te .”

All of us appreciate it when others are 
punctual. The apostle Paul evidently felt 
th a t way, for he wrote to the C hristians in 
Colossae: “I am with you in the  spirit, 
rejoicing and beholding your good order.” 
(Colossians 2:5) And surely we share King 
David’s sentim ents regarding Jehovah’s 
promises when he wrote in the  Psalms: 
“0  my God, do not be too la te .”—Psalm  
40:17; 70:5.

A  CHRISTIAN overseer in a South 
Am erican congregation had many 
fine q u a litie s . B u t h is closest 

friends jokingly called him  Armageddon. 
W hy? “W e know he’s com ing,” they would 
say, “bu t only God knows when!”

Yes, punctuality—or the lack of i t—has 
much to do w ith one’s reputation. Wise 
K ing Solomon illu s tra ted  it th is way: 
“Dead flies are w hat cause the oil of the 
o intm ent m aker to stink , to bubble forth. 
So a little  foolishness does to one who is 
precious for wisdom and glory.” (Eccle- 
siastes 10:1) A C hristian  may have many 
fine qualities, but he will ta rn ish  his good 
nam e if he is not conscious of time.

“Punctual people give me confidence,” 
said an overseer. “They are the ones I 
p refer working w ith .” They are also appre-
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offerings . . .  a t the ir appointed tim es.’ He 
also gave Moses th is in struc tion  about 
m eetings: “The whole assem bly  m ust 
keep the ir appointm ent.”—Leviticus 23: 
37; Numbers 10:3; 28:2.

Later, the Jew s observed “the hour of 
offering incense.” (Luke 1:10) “The hour 
of prayer, the  n in th  hour,” was observed 
by both Jews and others. (Acts 3:1; 10:3, 
4, 30) And regarding C hristian  meetings, 
Paul wrote: “Let all th ings take place de- 
cently and by arrangem en t.”— 1 Corinthi- 
ans 14:40.

W hat would all of th is  have required of 
the Israelites and the early C hristians? 
That they be punctual in keeping the ir 
appointm ents, especially w ith regard  to 
the ir worship. There is no reason to th ink  
th a t Jehovah would expect any less of his 
servants today.

Why Some Find It Hard
A ttitudes toward tim e vary consider- 

ably from one pa rt of the  world to another. 
A m issionary reports th a t in a small South 
American town, his wife would sometimes 
be the only person in the audience when 
he announced the opening song a t the 
beginning of a C hristian  m eeting. B ut 
when he announced the closing song, 70 
people would be there. On the other hand, 
in a W estern European country, about a 
thousand people were asked: “If you were 
invited to dinner a t 7:00 p.m., should you 
arrive five or ten  m inutes early, or five or 
ten m inutes late, or exactly on tim e?” 
The m ajority responded th a t “courtesy re- 
quires scrupulous respect for the host and 
arriving a t the exact m inu te .”

Nonetheless, being punctual is more 
than  a m atter of regional preference. I t is 
a habit, much as being clean, tidy, or polite 
is a m atter of habit. Of course, we are not 
born with such habits; we m ust cultivate 
them. If you were taugh t to be punctual as 
a child, th a t is a blessing. B ut many come

“Become Imitators of God”
Actually, Jehovah is never late. He is 

outstanding in his aw areness of time. This 
is reflected in all his creative works. From 
the boundless universe to the sm allest liv- 
ing things, all of them  operate as if gov- 
erned by an invisible clock. For example, 
a type of sea lily near Japan  releases its 
sex cells once each year in October a t 
about th ree in the afternoon on the day of 
the  moon’s first or th ird  quarter. In the 
spring the little  grunion tim es its  breed- 
ing cycle to w ith in  a few m inutes of the 
high tide on the California coast.

Jehovah’s tim ing  is also precise when it 
comes to fulfilling his promise. For in- 
stance, we read a t Exodus 12:41 th a t “it 
came about a t the  end of the four hundred 
and th irty  years, it even came about on 
th is very day th a t all the  arm ies of Jeho- 
vah w ent out of the  land of Egypt.” Thus 
Jehovah kept the  promise he made centu- 
ries earlier to A bram .—Genesis 15:13-16; 
G alatians 3:17.*

Jehovah sen t his Son, the  Messiah, into 
the world a t the exact tim e foretold by the 
prophet Daniel more th an  five centuries 
earlier, so th a t he “died for ungodly men 
a t the  appointed tim e.” (Romans 5:6; Dan- 
iel 9:25) As for the end of th is  system  of 
things, the  Bible indicates th a t Jehovah 
knows “th a t day and hour.” (M atthew 24: 
36) He will not be late. Clearly, Jehovah’s 
example in being punctual is w orthy of 
our im ita tion .—Ephesians 5:1.

“At Their Appointed Times”
Jehovah has always expected his ser- 

vants to be aw are of tim e, especially w ith 
regard  to his worship. A “daily schedule” 
was followed when the Israelites offered 
sacrifices. Jehovah  com m anded them : 
‘You should take care to presen t to me my

* For a detailed discussion of this prophecy, see 
Insight on the Scriptures, Volume 1, pages 460-1 and 
776-7.
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if one is habitually late a t the  m eetings. 
By arriving early for m eetings, you can 
contribute to the loving, friendly, and 
welcoming spirit of such gatherings to a 
greater extent. And the benefits really go 
both ways. A rriving early enables you to  
share in the  opening song and prayer 
—an im portant p a rt of united congrega- 
tion worship. H earing the them e or title  
announced will help you b e tte r to follow 
the development of the program .

Punctuality  on your p a rt enables o thers 
to coordinate the ir efforts, and much can 
be accomplished as a result. W hen attack- 
ing the city of Ai, Joshua sent pa rt of his 
forces to lure the  enemy away from the 
city while the rest of his men lay in am- 
bush to take the city. Then, a t the  crucial 
moment, Joshua gave the signal. His men 
“began to ru n  a t the  in s ta n t th a t he 
stretched out his hand ,” and the city fell 
before them. Can you im agine w hat would 
have happened if they had not acted punc- 
tually?—Joshua 8:6-8, 18, 19.

C hristian m inisters today have m any 
reasons to be aware of tim e. Sharing in 
Kingdom preaching with others, rehears- 
ing assembly or m eeting parts, even clean- 
ing the Kingdom Hall, all require us to 
coordinate our actions with others. By 
being punctual, we can accomplish more. 
This is true  even in som ething as simple

In Our Next Issue
■ “Ruining the Earth”

— How Much Longer?

■ The Coming Finale of
“the Book of the Wars 
of Jehovah”

■ Honor Jehovah
With Your Riches

from families and backgrounds in which 
there were few deadlines and little need to 
coordinate one’s efforts w ith the efforts of 
others. Only on becoming part of the Chris- 
tian  congregation and taking part in its 
m eetings and public m inistry  does the need 
for punctuality  become a reality for them. 
They may find it hard  to correct the habit 
of ta rd iness learned early in life. Neverthe- 
less, love for Jehovah God and for one’s 
neighbor can motivate one to change. Yet, 
why make the change?

Why Be Punctual?
“Dost thou love life?” Benjamin Frank- 

lin  once asked. “Then do not squander 
tim e, for th a t is the stuff life is made of.” 
All of us recognize the tru th  in th a t state- 
m ent. Equally im portan t to Christians, 
though, is not w asting other people’s time. 
“The latecom er,” observes a missionary, 
“seems to say by his action, tim e is 
more valuable than  yours, so you can wait 
un til I  am ready .’” The person who is not 
punctual appears not only disorganized 
and unreliable bu t also somewhat egotis- 
tical and inconsiderate. True C hristians 
w ant to be “doing nothing out of conten- 
tiousness or out of egotism, but with low- 
liness of m ind considering th a t the others 
are superior.”—Philippians 2:3.

Some m ight feel th a t they do not like to 
live by the clock, having every move gov- 
erned by it. However, being punctual is 
not simply a m a tte r of being controlled by 
the clock. It is a m a tte r of having other 
people’s in te rests  and benefit a t heart, 
“keeping an eye, not in personal in terests 
upon just your own m atters, but also in 
personal in te rest upon those of the oth- 
e rs .”—Philippians 2:4.

Consider, for example, the Bible’s coun- 
sel: “Welcome one another, ju st as the 
C hrist also welcomed us.” (Romans 15:7) 
To the ex ten t th a t th is applies to literal 
g reetings, it clearly is more difficult to do
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In th is regard, family cooperation is 
essential. I t has been observed th a t the 
father often leaves it to the  wife to get the 
family ready. Then he goes out the door 
alone, calling over his shoulder, “H urry 
up, or you’ll be late!” Jacob was not like 
tha t; he helpfully “got up and lifted his 
children and his wives onto the cam els” 
when it was tim e to d e p a rt.—Genesis 
31:17.

How, then, can the fa ther help his fam- 
ily? Children can be taugh t to allow tim e 
to get ready for im portan t th ings instead 
of leaving everything to the  last m inute. 
They can be helped to develop a sense of 
responsibility and pride in doing things 
promptly. As a family, consider Bible ex- 
amples th a t show the im portance of being 
ready and on time. (Genesis 19:16; Exodus 
12:11; Luke 17:31) Probably the best or 
most effective lesson is provided by proper 
parental example.

C hristian overseers can also help the 
congregation by se tting  the proper exam- 
pie. They would not have been appointed 
unless they were “orderly.” (1 Timothy 
3:2) O ther brothers and sisters probably 
will be more punctual if they know th a t 
elders will be there to g reet them  and to 
take the lead. So conscientious overseers 
will strive to be a t the Kingdom Hall early 
to help the congregation. M inisterial ser- 
van ts who arrive early  to g ree t th e ir  
brothers and serve th e ir needs are greatly  
appreciated.

Of course, to be punctual takes self- 
control and discipline. No, not for the sake 
of achieving m ilitary precision, bu t out of 
love for our fellow C hristians and respect 
for theocratic order. This is p a rt of the 
new personality th a t we are endeavoring 
to put on. (Colossians 3:10, 12) Above all, 
we w ant to be like our heavenly Father, 
Jehovah God, who teaches us th a t “for 
everything there  is an  appointed tim e.” 
—Ecclesiastes 3:1.

as reporting one’s preaching activity a t 
the end of the  month. W hen everyone 
cooperates in doing so promptly, then  ac- 
curate and encouraging congregation and 
worldwide reports can be compiled.

Being punctual also involves keeping 
appointm ents and m eeting deadlines, of 
which there  are m any every day. Some are 
momentous, o thers trivial. Your wedding, 
for example, should s ta r t  a t the selected 
time. You may like to have your egg boiled 
for ju s t so m any m inutes. W hatever it is, 
the punctual person does not need to dash 
frantically from one th ing  to another, late 
for everything. R ather, he is calm and 
organized. He gets more done because he 
plans his day and s ta r ts  on tim e or even a 
b it early.

Indeed, there are m any reasons why 
C hristians should be conscious of time. 
Above all, it is one way to dem onstrate our 
unselfish love for fellow C hristians and 
our respect for theocratic arrangem ents 
for tru e  worship.

How, though, can one develop the habit 
of punctuality?

‘Know the Appointed Times’
“Even the stork  . . . well knows its 

appointed tim es” to  m igrate, and the an t 
“prepares its  food even in the sum m er” to 
be ready for the  w inter, says the Bible. 
(Jerem iah 8:7; Proverbs 6:8) Therein lies 
a secret of being punctual and getting  
th ings done.

We too m u s t ‘know  our appo in ted  
tim es.’ W hile not being rigid or fanatical, 
we should be tim e conscious. We need to 
know not only w hat we have to do bu t also 
when we have to do it. W e need to get into 
the habit of th ink ing  ahead, m aking allow- 
ance for possible delays, and being willing 
to cut short the activ ity  a t hand for some- 
th ing  more im portan t, such as our meet- 
ings, field m inistry , and o ther theocratic 
activities.
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Insight on the News
Who Is the 

“Better” Christian?
“Regardless of the decision a 

Christian makes, whether to be a 
soldier or to be a conscientious 
objector, it would be wrong for 
him to claim a higher degree of 
Christianity for himself than for 
the other, or even to call into 
question, for supporting a posi- 
tion different from his own, the 
other’s being a Christian.”

This statement was released 
by the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Council of Germany in 
July 1989. Why? Officials said 
that it was to counteract the po- 
sition taken by some in the 
church that conscientious ob- 
jection is a more “positive sign” 
of being Christian than is mill- 
tary service. While agreeing that 
Christians could eliminate war by 
“personally refraining from vio- 
lence,” the Church Council ar- 
gued that this could also be done 
by fighting violence with military 
might in order to ensure peace.

In his book History of Chris- 
tianity, Edward Gibbon wrote 
that first-century Christians “re- 
fused to take any active part in 
the civil administration or the mil- 
itary defence of the empire,” and 
that “it was impossible that the 
Christians, without renouncing a 
more sacred duty, could assume 
the character of soldiers, of mag- 
istrates, or of princes.”

The question, therefore, is not 
who is the “better” Christian but 
whether a person pursuing a 
course contrary to early Chris- 
tianity is indeed a Christian at all. 
Paul wrote: “Though we walk in 
the flesh, we do not wage war- 
fare according to what we are in 
the flesh. For the weapons of our 
warfare are not fleshly.”— 2 Co- 
rinthians 10:3, 4.

tion for salvation.”— 1 Corinthi- 
ans9:16; Romans 10:9, 10.

Exploiting Sex
More than half of some 1,100 

comic stories that appeared in 
various Japanese publications, 
including those for children, por- 
trayed sexual acts, said Profes- 
sor Mamoru Fukutomi. He head- 
ed a survey in Tokyo of more than 
390 magazines and other publi- 
cations purchased in one month.

‘Most depictions of the sexual 
act,’ says Professor Fukutomi, 
‘follow the pattern of men coerc- 
ing reluctant women [into sexu- 
al intercourse] and women finally 
responding actively.’ Almost 
80 percent of the 6,861 pho- 
tographs in popular Japanese 
magazines that were analyzed 
“depicted women in a sexually 
provocative manner,” reports The 
Daily Yomiuri. Whereas most of 
the women in the pictures were 
“in underwear, swimming suits or 
in the nude” and only 40 percent 
were clothed, 75 percent of the 
males in the surveyed pictures 
were clothed.

How will such sexploitation af- 
feet the young? The Bible book of 
Proverbs graphically describes a 
young man “lacking good motive” 
being attracted to the house of a 
prostitute. (Proverbs 7:7, Ref- 
erence Bible, footnote) And the 
prostitute? “Now she is outdoors, 
now she is in the public squares, 
and near every corner she lies in 
wait. And she has grabbed hold of 
him.” (Proverbs 7:8-13) In mod- 
ern times even the printed page 
‘lies in wait to grab hold’ of youth. 
However, the Bible admonishes: 
“May your heart not turn aside to 
her ways. Do not wander into her 
roadways.”— Proverbs 7:25.

Why Evangelize?
The lack of evangelizing on the 

part of churchgoers has been 
cited by some authorities as re- 
lated to the decline in church 
membership among mainline reli- 
gions. Concern over this prob- 
lem in 1988 prompted the United 
Church of Christ to adopt as a 
four-year priority the issue of 
“evangelism and membership 
growth.”

The St. Petersburg Times re- 
ports that other mainline denom- 
!nations in the United States, in- 
eluding the Presbyterian Church 
and the Episcopal Church, have 
acted similarly. However, a re- 
cent survey of over 200 congre- 
gations of the United Church of 
Christ revealed that many of its 
1.6 million members manifest lit- 
tie interest in talking to others 
about their faith. One member 
asked: “Why do we have to talk to 
others if we’re doing good?” An- 
other said: “If you live your faith, 
you don’t have to talk about it.”

Yet, in his book American Main- 
line Religion, coauthor Wade 
Clark Roof admitted that “how 
people talk about their religious 
and spiritual lives is integrally re- 
lated to the survival of faith it- 
self.”

If “doing good” and having 
“faith” is enough to please God, 
why did the apostle Paul write: 
“Woe is me if I did not declare the 
good news”? He explained to fel- 
low believers in Rome: “If you 
publicly declare that ‘word in your 
own mouth,’ that Jesus is Lord, 
and exercise faith in your heart 
that God raised him up from the 
dead, you will be saved. For with 
the heart one exercises faith 
for righteousness, but with the 
mouth one makes public declara-
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the serpent, listening to 
the  lies and  slanderous 
talk of the invisible reb- 
el b eh in d  th e  s e rp e n t?  

In te re s t in g ly ,  Ger- 
m an  B ib le  schol- 
ar J . P. Lange rejects 

th is  idea  an d  com- 
m ents: “The presence of 
the m an during the act 
of tem ptation, even his 
keeping quiet, is hardly 
im aginable.” And in ex- 

plaining the phrase “with 
her,” Jewish com m entator B. Jacob men- 
tions th a t it does “not [m ean] who was 
standing with her (during the previous act 
or while she a te).”

Eve’s conversation w ith the serpent re- 
vealed th a t her husband had inform ed her 
about God’s command not to eat from the 
tree. (Genesis 3:3) So as Eve’s head, Adam 
had fulfilled th a t responsibility. The Devil 
ignored God’s arrangem ent of headship 
and cleverly took advantage of the fact 
th a t Eve was alone. She la te r replied: “The 
serpent—it deceived me and so I a te .” 
(Genesis 3:13) Eve was deceived because 
she believed a lie, bu t th is  did not justify  
her transgression. This w arning example 
illustrates th a t we can never have an ex- 
cuse to do som ething wrong in Jehovah’s 
eyes.— 1 Timothy 2:14.

rAS Adam pres- 
en t when the 
serpent talked 

to Eve and deceived her 
in to  r e b e l l in g  a g a in s t  
God? The Bible does not 
indicate this. Genesis 3:6 
reports th a t Eve “began 
taking of its  fru it and eat- 
ing it. Afterward she gave 
some also to her husband 
when w ith h e r .” How- 
ever, some Bible transla tions 
give a different impression.
The King James Version renders the tex t 
as follows: “She took of the fru it thereof, 
and did eat, and gave also unto her hus- 
band with her; and he did ea t.”

The Hebrew verb tran sla ted  as “gave” is 
in the  im perfect tense and is associated 
w ith a special form of the  conjunction 
“and” [Hebrew, waw], thu s indicating a 
tem poral or logical sequence. Therefore, 
the New World Translation transla tes  the 
several occurrences of waw, which connect 
the chain of events a t Genesis 3:6, not 
only w ith “an d ” bu t also w ith other tran - 
sitional words, such as “consequently,” 
“so,” and “afte rw ard .” The New World 
Translation thu s has a solid basis for the 
above rendering.

Would Adam have passively observed 
the conversation between his wife and

"Afterward She Gave Some 
Also to Her Husband"
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Music That Heals

A woman from Spain wrote to the German branch of the Watch Tower Society: “I am so 
grateful that 1 simply had to write to tell you about it.” Why was she so grateful?

“I have lived in Spain for about nine years,” she explained, “and one and a half years ago, 
two of your young people started to study the Bible with me. Having read in The Watchtower 
an article about music that heals, I asked them to get the cassettes for me.

“Some time later, feeling depressed and in some pain, I put the music on. What a difference! 
Within a short time, the emotional pain was gone, and my mood had improved considerably. 
How pleased I was to have those music cassettes! Since then, I have often listened to them 
during sleepless nights. It really is music that heals.”


