


February 1, 1990 
Vol. 111, No. 3Watchtower®

Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom

The

Average Printing Each Issue: 13,950,000 
Now Published in 107 Languages

The Bible translation used is the New World Translation o f the 
Holy Scriptures, unless otherwise indicated.

© 1990 Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania. 
All rights reserved. Frederick W. Franz, President

In This Issue

Can You Believe the Bible? 3

Have They Proved the Bible False? 4

They Fail to Entrap Jesus 8

Identifying “the Man of Lawlessness” 10

God’s Judgment Against 
“the Man of Lawlessness” 15

Exposing “the Man of Lawlessness” 20

I’ve Seen It Grow in Southern Africa 26

Business Witnessing— Japanese Style 31

THE PURPOSE OF THE WATCHTOWER is to 
exalt Jehovah God as the Sovereign of the 
universe. It keeps watch on world events as 
they fulfill Bible prophecy. It comforts all peo- 
pies with the good news that God’s Kingdom 
will soon destroy those who oppress their 
fellowmen and that it will turn the earth into a 
paradise. It encourages faith in the now- 
reigning King, Jesus Christ, whose shed blood 
opens the way for mankind to gain eternal life. 
The Watchtower, published by Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses continuously since 1879, is nonpo- 
litical. It adheres to the Bible as its authority.

W ATCHTOW ER  STUDIES FOR WEEKS OF

March 5: Identifying “the Man of Lawlessness.” 
Page 10. Songs to Be Used: 97, 113.

March 12: God’s Judgment Against “the Man of 
Lawlessness.” Page 15. Songs to Be Used: 
112, 38.

March 19: Exposing “the Man of Lawlessness.” 
Page 20. Songs to Be Used: 98, 70.

Printed in U.S.A.



tinized the sayings of Jesus reported in 
the Bible. Among other th ings, they con- 
eluded th a t the Lord’s P rayer was not 
composed by Jesus; th a t Jesus did not say 
th a t the meek would inherit the earth  or 
th a t the peacemakers would be called sons 
of God; and th a t he did not say: “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He th a t exercises 
faith  in me . . . will never die.”—John 11: 
25, 26; M atthew 5:5, 9; 6:9, 10.

Even though  th e ir  conclusions may 
shock you, they are not unusual. They are 
the result of modern Biblical criticism , and 
similar ideas have been taugh t in religious 
seminaries for some tim e. Perhaps you 
have hardened yourself to hearing the Bi- 
ble contradicted by scientists. B ut when 
religious leaders cast doubt on the tru th -  
fulness of the Bible record, you may won- 
der w hether it is tim e to reconsider your 
own position. Is i t  logical to believe the 
Bible when so many intellectuals in the 
field of religion evidently do not?

Can \bu 
B elieve 

the Bible?

Iu
'T  IS absolutely safe to say th a t if 

you m eet somebody who claims 
not to believe in evolution, th a t 
person is ignorant, stupid or in- 

sane.” How do these words by biologist 
Richard Dawkins affect you? If you believe 
the Bible, likely you believe in creation 
ra ther than  in the theory of evolution. 
Does th a t mean th a t, as a believer in the 
Bible, you are ignorant, stupid, or insane?

Consider, too, th is statem ent: “New Tes- 
tam ent scholars have established beyond 
any reasonable doubt th a t the Jesus of 
early C h ris tian  docum ents is to some 
extent a fiction of the C hristian imagi- 
nation .” These words in The Weekend Aus- 
tralian were spoken by Dr. Robert W. 
Funk, a university  professor of religious 
studies and au thor of a num ber of books on 
religious in terp reta tion .

Dr. Funk originated a project known as 
the Jesus Sem inar, a group of more than  a 
hundred Bible scholars who together scru­
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the book of Daniel. Traditionally, th is  book has 
been considered to have been w ritten  by Daniel 
himself in Babylon in the sixth century B.C.E. 
(Daniel 12:8, 9) But Driver claimed th a t i t  was 
w ritten much la ter than  tha t. W hy? One “proof” 
offered was th a t the book contains Greek words, 
and Driver asserted: “These words, it may be 
confidently affirmed, could not have been used in  
the Book of Daniel unless it had been w ritten  
after the dissemination of Greek influences in Asia 
through the conquests of Alexander the Great.” 
Alexander made his conquests about 330 B.C.E.

Driver’s statem ent could not be more positive. 
Yet, to back it up, he m entions only three Greek 
words, all of them  names of musical instrum ents. 
(Daniel 3:5) Since the Greeks had close contact 
with western Asia from early in recorded history, 
how can anyone validly assert th a t musical in- 
strum ents with Greek names were not used in 
Babylon in the sixth century B.C.E.? W hat a 
flimsy basis for querying the tim ing and w riter- 
ship of the book of Daniel!

Another example is the trea tm en t of the first 
five books of the Bible. Traditionally, these are 
said to have been w ritten  for the m ost p a rt by 
Moses about 1500 B.C.E. However, critics claim 
to see different w riting styles in the books. Also, 
they note th a t God is sometimes referred to by 
his name, Jehovah, and sometimes by the Hebrew 
word for “God.” From such observations they 
deduce th a t these Bible books are really an 
amalgamation of documents w ritten  a t different 
times and put in final form some tim e afte r 
537 B.C.E.

This theory is widely believed, yet no one has 
explained why Moses could not refer to the Cre- 
ator both as God and as Jehovah. No one has 
proved th a t he could not w rite in different styles 
if he was trea ting  different subjects, w riting 
a t different tim es in his life, or using earlier 
sources. Moreover, as John Romer said in his 
book Testament— The Bible and History: “A fun- 
dam ental objection to th is whole m ethod of 
analysis is th a t to th is day not one scrap of 
ancient text has been found to prove the exis-

Have 
They 

Proved 
the Bible 

False?

HAVE scientists and Bible 
critics really proved tha t 
the Bible contains errors 
and fiction? Before you 

accept th a t they have, you should 
rem em ber th a t although many schol- 
ars present the ir opinions in a posi- 
tive and authoritative way, they are 
not always right. Often the ir ideas 
rest on shaky foundations.

Dubious Presuppositions
As an example of an authoritative- 

sounding statem ent by a Bible critic, 
consider w hat S. R. Driver said about
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diseases. The book Manual of Tropi- 
cal Medicine comments: “No one can 
fail to be im pressed by the careful 
hygienic precautions of the Mosaic 
period. . . .  I t is true  th a t the classi- 
fication of disease was very simple 
—[nam ely] in to  acu te  d isorders, 
called ‘plague’; and chronic disor- 
ders, w ith some sort of eruption, 
called ‘leprosy’—but the extremely 
stringen t quarantine rules very like- 
ly did a g reat deal of good.”

Consider, too, the Bible’s state- 
m ent: “All the w inter to rren ts  are 
going forth  to the sea, yet the sea 
itself is not full. To the place where 
the w inter to rren ts  are going forth, 
there they are re tu rn ing  so as to 
go fo rth .” (Ecclesiastes 1:7) This 
sounds like the description of the 
w ater cycle found in textbooks today. 
The rivers deliver w ater into the sea, 
where it evaporates and is carried in 
the form of clouds back over the land, 
to fall as ra in  or snow and run  back 
into the rivers.

Similarly, the conclusions of scien- 
tis ts  th a t m ountains rise and fall 
and th a t a t one tim e today’s moun- 
ta ins were under ancient seas har- 
monize with the poetic words of the 
psalmist: “The w aters were standing 
above the very m ountains. Moun- 
ta in s  proceeded to  ascend, valley 
plains proceeded to descend—to the 
place th a t  you have founded for 
them .”—Psalm  104:6, 8.

One w riter asserted: “All the w rit- 
ers of the Old Testam ent regarded 
the E arth  as a flat plate, and they 
som etim es referred  to the  p illars 
which were supposed to support i t .” 
This is not true, though. Isaiah spoke 
of the “One who is dwelling above the 
circle of the  ea rth .” (Isaiah 40:22) 
And Job said of th is One: “He is

tence of the  theoretical s trands of different texts 
so beloved of modern scholarship.”

A basic assum ption of many Bible critics is 
explained by McClintock and Strong’s Cyclope- 
dia: “Investigators . . .  s ta r t from the assumption 
th a t the facts of history  which lie behind the 
narratives are purely natu ra l facts, sim ilar in 
natu re  to other facts known to us. . . . Does a 
w riter state  as fact an event which lies outside 
the range of known laws of N ature? Then . . .  the 
alleged event [did] not happen.”

Thus, many suppose th a t miracles could not 
have happened, since they lie outside the range 
of known laws of nature . Similarly, long-term 
prophecies m ust be impossible, since hum ans 
cannot see far into the future. Any miracle m ust 
be a legend or a m yth. Any prophecy th a t was 
clearly fulfilled m ust have been w ritten  after its 
fulfillment.* Hence, some argue th a t the prophe- 
cies of the book of Daniel were fulfilled by the 
second century B.C.E. and th a t the book m ust 
therefore have been w ritten  then.

But this kind of presupposition depends upon 
an article of faith: th a t God does not exist, or if 
he does, he never intervenes in hum an history. 
Surely, the whole point of the Bible is th a t God 
does exist and is active in hum an history. If this 
is tru e —and the evidence shows th a t it is—much 
of the basis of modern Bible criticism  is invali- 
dated.

Has Modern Science Shown 
the Bible to Be Wrong?

W hat, though, of the claim th a t science has 
shown th a t we cannot believe the Bible? The 
tru th  is, when the Bible touches on what we call 
science, most of the  tim e what it says is not out 
of harmony w ith w hat modern scientists teach.

For example, the  Bible gives very practical 
commands rela ting  to hygiene and communicable

* Many Bible students realize that this theory is wrong, 
since the Greek Scriptures, written in the first centu- 
ry C.E., record the fulfillment of many prophecies of the 
Hebrew Scriptures, which were demonstrably written cen- 
turies earlier. For example, the first-century fulfillment of 
all the details of Daniel 9:24-27 are recorded either in the 
Greek Scriptures or by secular historians.
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Nevertheless, he points up a major difficulty in  
proving this “fact”: “W hen you look for links 
between major groups of animals, they simply 
aren’t  there .”—The Neck of the Giraffe, by Fran- 
cis Hitching.

How Much Can They Know?
Much of the evidence for evolution is present- 

ed by geologists and paleontologists—scientists 
who study the ancient past of the earth . The 
problems faced by these scientists is not unlike 
the problem faced by astronom ers. W ith  the help 
of different kinds of instrum ents, astronom ers 
look a t the radiation coming over immense dis- 
tances from stars, planets, galaxies, and exotic 
bodies such as quasars. Making the m ost of 
the inform ation available, they develop theories 
about such profound things as the natu re  of s tars  
and the origin of the universe. They rarely have 
the opportunity to check the ir theories, bu t when 
they do, they often find them  inadequate or ju st 
plain wrong.

Radio astronom er G errit V erschuur wrote: 
“The recent U.S. planetary probes revealed a 
shocking paucity of real knowledge about the 
contents of the cosmos. Up close, Mars tu rned  
out to be far different from anything we could 
have pictured from earth. . . .  No astronom er 
anticipated th a t the belts of Jup ite r would have 
quite such a fantastic s tructure . . . S a tu rn  
provided the biggest surprises when Voyager’s 
cameras revealed braided rings, leapfrogging 
moons and more than  1,000 ringlets. . . . W hat’s 
true of space seems to be true  of laboratory 
specimens photographed under ever-increasing 
magnification. Each closer look reveals totally 
unexpected inform ation th a t confounds us and 
alters our previous beliefs.”

Geologists, paleontologists, and others who 
provide much of the “proof” of evolution are, like 
astronomers, concerned with events and th ings 
th a t are very rem ote—not in distance bu t in 
years. Ju st as astronom ers rely for the ir inform a- 
tion on the dim radiation coming over unim agin- 
able distances, these other scientists are forced

stre tch ing  out the north  over the 
em pty place, hanging the earth  upon 
noth ing .” (Job 26:7) The description 
of the earth  as a round body suspend- 
ed in space w ith no visible support 
sounds rem arkably modern.

Evolution
W hat about the contradiction be- 

tween the Bible and the theory of 
evolution?* The Encyclopcedia Bri- 
tannica re p o r ts : “The th eo ry  of 
evolution is accepted by the over- 
whelming m ajority of the scientific 
com m unity.” But the Bible teaches, 
in language simple enough to be un- 
derstood in a prescientific age, th a t 
life is a resu lt of direct creation 
by God and th a t the different ba- 
sic kinds of life did not evolve but 
were created .—Genesis 1:1; 2:7.

Evolutionists are not unlike Bible 
critics. They have strong convictions 
and express themselves authorita- 
tively. B ut a few are honest enough 
to adm it th a t the evolution theory 
has w eaknesses. One po in ts out: 
“D arw in’s model of evolution . . . , 
being basically a theory of historical 
reconstruction, . . .  is impossible to 
verify by experim ent or direct obser- 
vation as is norm al in science . . . 
Moreover, the theory of evolution 
deals w ith a series of unique events, 
the  origin of life, the origin of intel- 
ligence and so on. Unique events are 
unrepeatable and cannot be subject- 
ed to any sort of experim ental inves- 
tigation .” (Evolution: A Theory in 
Crisis, by Michael Denton) Another 
speaks of “the fact of evolution.”

* For a full discussion of evolution versus 
creation, see the book Life— How Did It Get 
Here? By Evolution or by Creation? published 
in 1985 by the Watchtower Bible and Tract 
Society of New York, Inc.
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I t  is as difficult for paleontologists 
to discern what happened in 
the remote past as it is for 
astronomers to discern 
the nature of things that exist in 
remote regions of space

was reporting. F irs t and second-hand
accounts of extraordinary  events___
Reporting has a taste , and th a t taste  
is in the Gospels.”

We encourage you to follow his ex- 
ample. Read the Bible for yourself. 
W hen you consider the  deep wisdom 
of the Bible, the way its  prophecies 
are fulfilled, and its  astounding uni- 
ty, you will realize th a t it is more 
than  ju st a collection of unscientific 
myths. (Joshua 23:14) W hen you see 
for yourself the way the wisdom of 
the Bible can change your life for the 
better, you will have no doubt what- 
soever th a t the Bible is God’s Word. 
(2 Timothy 3:16, 17) Yes, you can 

believe the Bible!—John 
17:17.

to rely on the traces th a t have survived by acci- 
dent from the d istan t past of our planet. Inevita- 
bly, like astronom ers, they too m ust be wrong in 
many of the ir conclusions.

Can You Believe the Bible?
Hence, thinking people need not be overawed by 

scholarly opinions to the effect th a t you cannot 
believe the Bible. However, th is does not in itself 
prove th a t you can believe it. For tha t, you need 
to do what many of the  Bible’s critics have not 
done—open the Bible for yourself, and read it 
with an open mind. (Acts 17:11) Some years ago, 
an A ustralian scrip tw riter, who used to be a critic 
of the Bible, confessed: “For the first time in my 
life I did what is normally a reporter’s first duty:
checked my facts___ And I was appalled, because
w hat I was reading [in the Gospel accounts] was 
not legend and it was not naturalistic fiction. It



Jesus’
They Fail to  Entrap Jesus

JESUS has been teaching in the 
temple and has just told his re- 
ligious enemies three illustrations 

that expose their wickedness. The 
Pharisees are angered and take counsel 
to entrap him into saying something for 
which they can have him arrested. They 
concoct a plot and send their disciples, 
along with party followers of Herod, to 
try to trip him up.

“Teacher,” these men say, “we know 
you are truthful and teach the way of 
God in truth, and you do not care for 
anybody, for you do not look upon men’s 
outward appearance. Tell us, therefore, 
What do you think? Is it lawful to pay 
head tax to Caesar or not?”

Jesus is not fooled by the flattery. He 
realizes that if he says, ‘No, it is not 
lawful or right to pay this tax,’ he will be 
guilty of sedition against Rome. Yet, if 
he says, ‘Yes, you should pay this tax,’ 
the Jews, who despise their subjugation 
to Rome, will hate him. So he answers: 
“Why do you put me to the test, hypo- 
crites? Show me the head tax coin.” 

When they bring him one, he asks: 
“Whose image and inscription is this?” 

“Caesar’s,” they reply.
“Pay back, therefore, Caesar’s things 

to Caesar, but God’s things to God.” 
Well, when these men hear this mas- 

terful answer, they marvel. And they go 
off and leave him alone.

Seeing the failure of the Pharisees 
to get something against Jesus, the 
Sadducees, who say there is no res- 
urrection, approach him and 
ask: “Teacher, Moses said,
‘If any man dies without 
having children, his broth- 
er must take his

wife in marriage and raise up offspring 
for his brother.’ Now there were seven 
brothers with us; and the first married 
and deceased, and, not having offspring, 
he left his wife for his brother. It went 
the same way also with the second and 
the third, until through all seven. Last of 
all the woman died. Consequently, in the 
resurrection, to which of the seven will 
she be wife? For they all got her.”

In reply Jesus says: “Is not this why 
you are mistaken, your not knowing ei- 
ther the Scriptures or the power of 
God? For when they rise from the dead, 
neither do men marry nor 
are women given in mar- 
riage, but are as angels in 
the heavens. But concern- 
ing the dead, that they are 
raised up, did you not read 
in the book 
of Moses, in 
the account



about the thornbush, how God said to him, ‘I am the God of Abraham and God 
of Isaac and God of Jacob’? He is a God, not of the dead, but of the living. You 
are much mistaken.”

Again the crowds are astounded by Jesus’ answer. Even some of the scribes 
acknowledge: “Teacher, you spoke well.”

When the Pharisees see that Jesus has silenced the Sadducees, they come 
to him in one group. To test him further, one of them asks: “Teacher, which is 
the greatest commandment in the Law?”

Jesus replies: “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel, Jehovah our God is one Jehovah, 
and you must love Jehovah your God with your whole heart and with your 
whole soul and with your whole mind and with your whole strength.’ The 
second is this, ‘You must love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other

commandment greater than these.” In fact, Je- 
sus adds: “On these two commandments the 

whole Law hangs, and the Prophets.” 
“Teacher, you well said in line with 

truth,” a scribe agrees. “ ‘He is One, and 
there is no other than He’; and this lov- 
ing him with one’s whole heart and with 
one’s whole understanding and with 
one’s whole strength and this loving 
one’s neighbor as oneself is worth far 
more than all the whole burnt offerings 
and sacrifices.”

Discerning that the scribe has an- 
swered intelligently, Jesus tells him: 
“You are not far from the kingdom of 
God.”

For three days now— Sunday, Mon- 
day, and Tuesday— Jesus has been 
teaching in the temple. The people have 
listened to him with pleasure, yet the 
frustrated religious leaders want to kill 
him. Matthew 22:15-40 ; Mark 12:
13-34; Luke 20:20-40.
♦ What plot do the Pharisees concoct to entrap 
Jesus, and what would result if he should give a 
yes or a no answer?
♦ How does Jesus also foil the attempts of the 
Sadducees to entrap him?
♦ What further attempt do the Pharisees make to 
test Jesus, and what is the outcome?
♦ During his final ministry in Jerusalem, how many 
days does Jesus teach in the temple, and with 
what effect?

THE WATCHTOWER— FEBRUARY 1, 1990 9



Id en tify in g
THE M׳׳ AN OF LAWLESSNESS'

"The law less one w ill be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus w ill do aw ay w ith ."
— 2 THESSALON1ANS 2 :8.

“The m ystery of th is  lawlessness is al- 
ready a t work.” So in the first century, 
this lawless one had begun to m anifest 
himself.

The Lawless Man’s Origin
4 Who originated and supports th is  m an 

of lawlessness? Paul answers: “The law- 
less one’s presence is according to th e  
operation of Satan w ith every powerful 
work and lying signs and porten ts and 
w ith  every u n rig h teo u s  deception  fo r 
those who are perishing, as a re tribu tion  
because they did not accept the  love of the 
tru th  th a t they m ight be saved.” (2 Thes- 
salonians 2:9, 10) So Satan  is the  fa ther 
and sustainer of the m an of lawlessness. 
And ju st as Satan is opposed to  Jehovah, 
His purposes, and His people, so is the  
man of lawlessness, w hether he realizes it  
or not.

5Those who go along w ith the m an of 
lawlessness will suffer the same fate as he 
does—destruction: “The lawless one will be 
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will do away 
with . . . and bring to nothing by the 
m anifestation of his presence.” (2 Thessa- 
lonians 2:8) That tim e for the destruction 
of the man of lawlessness and his support- 
ers (“those who are perishing”) will come 
shortly “a t the revelation of the Lord Jesus

4. Who is the originator and backer o f the man 
of lawlessness?
5. What fate awaits the lawless one and those 
who follow him?

LIVE in an  era of lawlessness. 
; is a worldwide phenomenon, 
iverywhere there  is fear of law- 

less predators and the th rea t they present 
to our person and property. Yet, there is 
a fa r more insidious lawless element th a t 
has been a t work for m any centuries. In 
the  Bible it  is called “the m an of lawless- 
ness .”

2 I t  is v ital th a t we identify th is m an of 
lawlessness. W hy? Because he is in ten t on 
underm ining  our good standing  with God 
and our hope of e ternal life. How? By 
ge tting  us to abandon the tru th  and to 
believe falsehoods in its  place, thus divert- 
ing us from  worshiping God “with spirit 
and tru th .” (John 4:23) I t is evident from 
his actions th a t th is particular lawless 
elem ent opposes God and his purposes, as 
well as his dedicated people.

3 The Bible tells of th is m an of lawless- 
ness a t 2 Thessalonians 2:3. Inspired by 
God’s spirit, the apostle Paul wrote: “Let 
no one seduce you in any m anner, because 
[Jehovah’s day of destruction of th is wick- 
ed system ] will not come unless the apos- 
tasy  comes first and the m an of lawless- 
ness gets revealed.” Here Paul prophesied 
th a t apostasy would develop and a m an of 
lawlessness would appear before this sys- 
tern’s end. In fact, Paul stated  in verse 7:

1, 2. Why is it vital that we identify the man of 
lawlessness?
3. How does the Bible call our attention to the 
lawless one?
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cah 2:12; M ark 3:24; Romans 16:17; 1 Co- 
rin th ians 1:10.) W hat all these religions 
have in common is th a t they do not hold 
fast to the Bible’s teachings, having vio- 
lated the rule: “Do not go beyond the 
things th a t are w ritten .”— 1 C orinthians 
4:6; see also M atthew  15:3, 9, 14.

9Thus, th is  lawless one is a composite 
person: the  religious clergy of Christen- 
dom. All of them , w hether popes, priests, 
patriarchs, or P ro tes tan t preachers, share 
responsibility for the  religious sins of 
Christendom. They have exchanged the 
tru th s  of God for pagan lies, teaching such 
unscrip tural doctrines as im m ortality of 
the hum an soul, hellfire, purgatory, and 
Trinity. They are like the religious leaders 
to whom Jesus said: “You are from your 
father the Devil, and you wish to do the 
desires of your father. . . .  He is a liar and 
the fa ther of the lie.” (John 8:44) Their 
practices also expose them  as lawless, for 
they participate in activities th a t violate 
God’s laws. To such ones Jesus says: “Get 
away from me, you w orkers of lawless- 
ness.”—M atthew 7:21-23.

Elevating Themselves
10 History shows th a t those in th is  man 

of lawlessness class have displayed such 
pride and arrogance th a t they have actu- 
ally dictated to ru lers of the  world. U nder 
the pretext of the doctrine of ‘the  divine 
righ t of k ings,’ the clergy have claimed to 
be the essential in term ediary  between the 
rulers and God. They have crowned and 
dethroned kings and em perors and have 
been able to tu rn  the m asses for or against 
rulers. In effect, they have said, as did 
the Jew ish  chief p rie s ts  who rejected  
Jesus: “We have no king bu t C aesar.” 
(John 19:15) Yet, Jesus clearly taugh t:

9. What unscriptural beliefs has the lawless one 
substituted for Bible truths?
10. What relationship has the lawless one had 
with political rulers?

from heaven with his powerful angels in a 
flaming fire, as he brings vengeance upon 
those who do not know God and those who 
do not obey the good news about our Lord 
Jesus. These very ones will undergo the 
judicial punishm ent of everlasting destrue- 
tion .”—2 Thessalonians 1:6-9.

6 Paul fu rth e r  describes th is  lawless 
one, saying: “He is set in opposition and 
lifts  him self up over everyone who is 
called ‘god’ or an  object of reverence, so 
th a t he sits  down in the temple of The 
God, publicly showing him self to be a 
god.” (2 Thessalonians 2:4) So Paul w arns 
th a t Satan would raise up a lawless one, a 
false object of reverence, who would even 
put him self above God’s law.

Identifying the Lawless One
7 W as Paul speaking of a single individ- 

ual? No, for he sta tes  th a t th is “m an” was 
evident in P au l’s day and would continue 
in existence un til Jehovah destroyed him 
a t th is system ’s end. Thus, he has existed 
for many centuries. Obviously, no literal 
man has lived th a t long. So the expression 
“man of law lessness” m ust stand  for a 
body, or class, of people.

8Who are they? The evidence shows 
th a t they are the  body of proud, ambitious 
clergymen of Christendom , who over the 
centuries have set them selves up as a law 
unto  themselves. This can be seen by the 
fact th a t there are thousands of different 
religions and sects in  Christendom , each 
w ith its  clergy, yet each conflicting w ith 
the others in some aspect of doctrine or 
practice. This divided s ta te  is a clear evi- 
dence th a t they do not follow God’s law. 
They cannot be from  God. (Compare Mi-

6. What further information does Paul give 
about the lawless one?
7. Why do we conclude that Paul was not talking 
about one individual, and what does the man of 
lawlessness stand for?
8. Who is the man of lawlessness, and what are 
some identifying features?
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identity  of this lawless class is th a t “the  
day of Jehovah [when Jehovah destroys 
this wicked system  of th ings] . . . will not 
come unless the apostasy comes f irs t.” 
(2 T hessalonians 2:2, 3) B u t w hat is 
m eant by “apostasy”? In th is  context, it  
does not m ean just a lapse or a falling 
away due to spiritual weakness. The Greek 
word here used for “apostasy” m eant, 
among other things, a “defection” or a 
“revolt.” Several tran sla tions  render it  
as “rebellion.” W illiam Barclay’s version 
states: “T hat day cannot come un til the  
Great Rebellion has taken place.” The Je- 
rusalem Bible calls it “the G reat Revolt.” 
Therefore, in the context of w hat Paul 
is discussing, “apostasy” m eans a revolt 
against true  worship.

14 How did th is apostasy, th is rebellion, 
develop? At 2 Thessalonians 2:6, Paul 
wrote, regarding his day, about “the th ing  
th a t acts as a re s tra in t” on the lawless 
one. W hat was tha t?  I t was the res tra in - 
ing force of the apostles. Their presence, 
with the ir powerful gifts bestowed by holy 
spirit, prevented apostasy from then  be- 
coming an epidemic. (Acts 2:1-4; 1 Corin- 
th ians 12:28) But when the apostles had 
died, by about the end of the first century, 
the restra in ing  brakes were removed.

Unscriptural Clergy Class Develops
15 The congregation th a t Jesus estab- 

lished developed during the first cen tury  
under the guidance of elders (overseers) 
and m inisterial servants. (M atthew  20:
25-27; 1 Tim othy 3:1-13; T itus 1:5-9) 
These were draw n from the congregation. 
They were capable spiritual men w ith no 
special theological train ing , ju st as Jesus 
had no such train ing . Indeed, his oppo- 
nents wondered: “How does th is m an have

14. When did the apostasy begin to develop in 
earnest?
15. What arrangement was established by Jesus 
for the Christian congregation?

“My kingdom  is no p a rt of this world.” 
—John  18:36.

11 To e levate  them selves even more 
above the common people, this lawless 
class has adopted different garb, usually 
black. Further, they have adorned them- 
selves w ith all kinds of imposing regalia, 
together w ith crowns, crosses, and m iters. 
(Compare M atthew  23:5, 6.) But Jesus 
and his followers had no such garb; they 
dressed as did the common people. The 
clergy have also taken to themselves titles 
such as “F a th e r,” “Holy F a the r,” “Rever- 
end ,” “Most Reverend,” “His Excellency,” 
and “His Em inence,” which add to their 
‘lifting  them selves over everyone.’ Yet, Je- 
sus tau g h t regarding religious titles: “Do 
not call anyone your fa ther on earth .” 
(M atthew  23:9) Similarly, Elihu, in rebut- 
tin g  Job’s hypocritical comforters, said: 
“Let me not, please, show partiality  to a 
m an; and on an earth ling  m an I shall not 
bestow a title .”—Job 32:21.

12 W hen Paul back in his day stated  th a t 
the  m an of lawlessness had already begun 
his activity, he also said concerning those 
who reflect th a t one’s lawless attitude: 
“For such men are false apostles, deceitful 
w orkers, tran sfo rm ing  them selves into 
apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for 
S atan  him self keeps transform ing  himself 
in to  an  angel of light. I t is therefore noth- 
ing g rea t if his m in isters also keep trans- 
fo rm ing  them selves in to  m in is te rs  of 
righteousness. B ut the ir end shall be ac- 
cording to th e ir w orks.”—2 Corinthians 
11:13-15.

Rebellion Against True Worship
13 Paul said th a t th is  man of lawless- 

ness would develop along w ith apostasy. 
In fact, the first clue Paul gave as to the

11. How have the clergy elevated themselves?
12. Whom did Paul say the clergy were actually 
serving?
13. What is the apostasy Paul foretold?
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Pagan Teachings
18The developing m an of lawlessness 

also borrowed pagan teachings. For exam- 
pie, a m ysterious, incomprehensible Trin- 
itarian  god was substitu ted  for the  One 
who says: “I am Jehovah. T hat is my 
name; and to no one else shall I give my 
own glory.” “I am Jehovah, and there  is no 
one else. W ith the exception of me there 
is no God.” (Isaiah 42:8; 45:5) This substi- 
tu tin g  of hum an, even pagan, concepts for 
God’s tru th s  was expanded to include a 
fu rther blasphemy: the veneration of the 
Bible’s humble M ary as C hristendom ’s 
“M other of God.” Thus, the  prom oters of 
such false teachings, the  clergy class, be- 
came the rankest of “the weeds” sown by 
Satan to try  to choke out the fine seed 
sown by C hrist.—M atthew  13:36-39.

19 As sch ism s and  r i f t s  took place, 
Christendom fragm ented in to  hundreds of 
religions and sects. B ut each new religion 
or sect, w ith few exceptions, reta ined  its 
clergy-laity division. Thus, the  m an of 
lawlessness class has been perpetuated 
down to th is day. And it still continues to 
set itself up above the common people w ith 
its distinctive garb and high-sounding ti- 
ties. Clearly, Paul did not exaggerate 
when he said th a t the  m an of lawlessness 
class would glorify itse lf and elevate itself 
to a godlike position.

The Papacy
20An example of such glorification is 

th a t of the papacy of Rome. An ecclesias- 
tical dictionary by Lucio Ferraris , pub- 
lished in Italy, describes the  pope as “of 
such dignity and highness th a t he is not 
simply a man but, as it were, God, and the

18. What blasphemous pagan teachings did the 
lawless one adopt?
19. How has Christendom fragmented down 
through the centuries, but what was perpetu- 
ated?
20. How does a Catholic source describe the 
pope?

a knowledge of le tters, when he has not 
studied a t the schools?” (John 7:15) And 
concerning the apostles, the  religious rul- 
ers observed the same: “Now when they 
beheld the outspokenness of P eter and 
John, and perceived th a t they were men 
unlettered  and ordinary, they got to won- 
dering. And they began to recognize about 
them  th a t they used to be w ith Jesus.” 
—Acts 4:13.

16 However, the  apostasy  b rought in 
concepts derived from the Jew ish clergy 
and eventually from pagan Rome’s reli- 
gious setup. As tim e w ent by and the 
tu rn ing  away from  tru e  faith  took place, 
an unscrip tural clergy class developed. A 
crowned pope began ruling over a college 
of cardinals, who in tu rn  were draw n from 
hundreds of bishops and archbishops, who 
in tu rn  were promoted from sem inary- 
trained  priests. Thus, not long after the 
first century, a m ystic clergy class took 
over in Christendom . This class was not 
patterned  a fte r the first-century  C hristian 
elders and m inisterial servants but was 
patterned  a fte r pagan religious systems.

17As early as the th ird  century C.E., 
ordinary believers had been relegated to 
the second-class s ta tu s  of laity. The apos- 
ta te  m an of law lessness gradually  as- 
sumed the reins of power. This power was 
solidified during the reign of the  Roman 
emperor C onstantine, especially after the 
Council of Nicaea in 325 C.E. Then Church 
and S tate became welded together. Thus, 
the m an of law lessness—the clergy of 
C hristendom —becam e a centuries-long  
line of apostates in revolt against the true  
God, Jehovah. The laws and arrangem ents 
th a t they have followed are the ir own and 
not God’s.

16. How did the apostasy cause a deviation from 
the first-century Christian pattern for congrega- 
tion organization?
17. When, especially, was the lawless one’s pow- 
er solidified?
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The  apostle Peter, unlike the popes, did not 
allow a human to do obeisance to him

a man after all”! (Acts 10:25, 26, the Cath- 
olic Jerusalem Bible) And w hat a con trast 
to the angel who gave the apostle John the 
Revelation! John tried  to bow down wor- 
shipfully to th a t angel, but the  angel de- 
dared : “Be careful! Do not do tha t! All I 
am is a fellow slave of you and of your 
brothers who are prophets and of those 
who are observing the words of th is  scroll. 
W orship God.”—Revelation 22:8, 9.

22 Is th is appraisal of the  clergy class too 
strong? We can determ ine th is by apply- 
ing the rule th a t Jesus gave to identify  
false prophets: “By the ir fru its  you will 
recognize th e m .” (M atthew  7:15, 16) 
W hat, then, has been the fru itage of the  
clergy over the centuries and in  our own 
20th century? W hat will be the fate of th is  
man of lawlessness, and who will share 
th a t fate? W hat responsibility do those 
who tru ly  fear God have in regard to th is  
lawless one? The following articles will 
discuss these points.

22. By what Scriptural rule may the lawless one 
be identified?

Questions for Review:
□ What is the man of lawlessness, 
and when did it become manifest?
□ How does the Bible identify the 
author of this lawless class?
□ How have the clergy elevated 
themselves above the people?
□ What apostate teachings and 
practices were developed by the 
clergy?
□ How does the attitude of popes 
contrast with that of Peter and an 
angel?

Vicar of God.” His crown is a triple crown 
“as king of heaven, of earth  and of hell.” 
The same dictionary continues: “The pope 
is, as it were, God on earth , the only 
prince of the faithful of Christ, the great- 
est king of all k ings.” I t adds: “The pope 
can sometimes counteract the divine law.” 
Also, The New Catholic Dictionary states 
of the pope: “His am bassadors have prece- 
dence over other members of the diplomat- 
ic body.”

21 Unlike the disciples of Jesus, the pope 
often wears very elaborate garb and wel- 
comes the adulation of hum ans. The pope 
allows people to bow to him , kiss his ring, 
and carry  him on the ir shoulders in a 
special chair. W hat vanity  popes have dis- 
played over the centuries! A contrast in- 
deed to the humble simplicity of Peter, 
who said to Cornelius, the  Roman army 
officer who knelt a t P e te r’s feet to do 
obeisance to him: “S tand u p , . . .  I am only

21. Contrast the actions o f the pope with those 
o f Peter and an angel.
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G O D 'S  IUDGMENT AGAINST 
*THE M AN OF LAWLESSNESS*

"Every tree not producing fin e fin it gets cut down and thrown into the fire ."
— MATTHEW 7:19.

power was solidified by Roman emperor 
Constantine in the fourth century when 
the apostate churches were wed to the 
pagan State. As Christendom  continued to 
fragm ent into a m ultitude of sects, the 
clergy continued to lift themselves above 
the laity and often above the secular rulers 
too.—2 Thessalonians 2:4.

3 W hat would be the fate of the  man of 
lawlessness? Paul foretold: “The lawless 
one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus 
will do away with . . . and bring to noth- 
ing by the m anifestation of his presence.” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:8) This m eans th a t the 
clergy’s destruction will take place when 
God brings S atan ’s en tire  system  to its  
end. God uses his heavenly King, C hrist

3. What will be the fate o f the man of lawless- 
ness?

WHEN the apostle Paul was in- 
spired by God to foretell the 
coming of a “m an of lawless- 

ness,” he said th a t it was beginning to 
appear even in his day. As the previous 
article explained, Paul was talking about a 
class of individuals who would take the 
lead in apostatizing from true  Christiani- 
ty. That tu rn ing  away from the tru th  be- 
gan late in the  first century, especially 
after the death of the last apostles. The 
lawless class in troduced doctrines and 
practices th a t were in opposition to God’s 
W ord.—2 Thessalonians 2:3, 7; Acts 20: 
29, 30; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17; 4:3, 4.

2In tim e, th is lawless class developed 
to become the clergy of Christendom. Its

1, 2. What is the man of lawlessness, and how 
did it develop?
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Ί  love God,’ and yet is hating  his brother, 
he is a liar. For he who does not love his 
brother, whom he has seen, cannot be lov- 
ing God, whom he has not seen. And th is 
commandment we have from him, th a t the 
one who loves God should be loving his 
brother also.” (1 John 4:20, 21) T hat love, 
Jesus said, would be an identifying m ark 
of true Christians: “By th is all will know 
th a t you are my disciples, if you have love 
among yourselves.”—John 13:35; see also 
Romans 14:19; Galatians 6:10; 1 John 3:
10-12.

7 Brotherly love is the “glue” th a t binds 
God’s servants in unity: “Clothe your- 
selves with love, for it is a perfect bond of 
union.” (Colossians 3:14) And true  Chris- 
tians m ust be a t unity  with the ir brothers 
worldwide, for God’s W ord com mands: 
“You should all speak in agreem ent . . . 
There should not be divisions among you 
. . .  Be fitly united in the same m ind and 
in the same line of thought.” (1 Corinthi- 
ans 1:10) To m aintain this love and unity  
on a global scale, God’s servants m ust 
be neutral in the political affairs of th is 
world. Jesus said: “They are no part of the 
world, ju st as I am no part of the world.” 
—John 17:16.

8 Jesus dem onstrated the ex ten t of w hat 
he had in mind when P eter used a sword 
to strike off the ear of one of the men who 
had come to a rrest Jesus. Did Jesus en- 
courage such use of force even to protect 
the Son of God against opposers? No, bu t 
he said to Peter: “R eturn your sword to its  
place.” (M atthew 26:52) Thus, true Chris- 
tians do not engage in the wars of the 
nations or in any other shedding of hum an 
blood even if refusal results in the ir being 
m artyred for the ir neutral stand, as many 
have been over the centuries and even in

7. How are true Christians bound together 
worldwide?
8. How did Jesus demonstrate what Christians 
must do?

Jesu s, to lead the  angelic executional 
forces. (2 Thessalonians 1:6-9; Revelation 
19:11-21) This fate awaits the clergy be- 
cause th ey  have d ishonored  God and 
C hrist and have led millions of people away 
from tru e  worship.

4 Jesus gave the principle by which the 
m an of lawlessness would be judged, say- 
ing: “Be on the watch for the false proph- 
ets th a t come to you in sheep’s covering, 
bu t inside they are ravenous wolves. By 
their fruits you will recognize them. Never 
do people gather grapes from thorns or 
figs from thistles, do they? Likewise every 
good tree  produces fine fru it, but every 
ro tten  tree  produces worthless fruit; a 
good tree  cannot bear worthless fruit, nei- 
th e r can a ro tten  tree  produce fine fruit. 
Every tree not producing fine fruit gets cut 
down and thrown into the fire. . . . Not 
everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will 
en te r into the kingdom of the heavens, but 
the  one doing the will of my Father who is 
in the  heavens will.”—M atthew 7:15-21; 
see also Titus 1:16; 1 John 2:17.

Fine Christian Fruitage
5 The foundation for fine Christian fruit- 

age is noted a t 1 John 5:3, which states: 
“This is what the love of God means, tha t 
we observe his com m andm ents.” And a 
basic com mandment is this: “You m ust 
love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 
22:39) Thus, God’s tru e  servants m ust 
have love for the ir neighbors regardless 
of the ir race or nationality .—M atthew 5: 
43-48; Romans 12:17-21.

6 Especially m ust God’s servants have 
love for those who are th e ir sp iritual 
brothers. “If anyone makes the statem ent:

4. By what principle will the man of lawlessness 
be judged?
5. What is the foundation for fine Christian 
fruitage, and what is a basic commandment?
6. Toward whom especially must Christian love 
be shown?
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11 Regarding religious Babylon, God’s 
Word says: “In her was found the blood of 
prophets and of holy ones and of all those 
who have been slaughtered on the earth .” 
(Revelation 18:24) How are th is world’s 
religions responsible for the blood of all 
those slaughtered? In th a t all these reli- 
gions—Christendom ’s churches and non- 
Christian religions alike—have supported, 
condoned, or even taken the lead in the 
wars of the nations; they have also perse- 
cuted and killed God-fearing people who 
disagreed with them.

A God-Dishonoring Record
12 Christendom’s clergy are more repre- 

hensible in shedding blood than  other reli- 
gious leaders. Why? Because in addition to 
taking God’s nam e upon themselves, they 
have taken C hrist’s too. They thereby ob- 
ligated themselves to follow the teachings 
of Jesus. (John 15:10-14) But they have 
not followed those teachings, thus bring- 
ing great reproach upon both God and 
Christ. The responsibility for bloodshed by 
the clergy has been both direct, in the 
Crusades, other religious wars, inquisi- 
tions, and persecutions, and indirect, in 
condoning wars in which members of the 
churches killed the ir fellowman in other 
lands.

13 For example, from the 11th to the 13th 
century, the clergy of Christendom  intro- 
duced the Crusades. These resulted in hor- 
rible bloodshed and pillage in the nam e of 
God and of Christ. Hundreds of thousands 
were killed. The Crusades included the 
senseless slaughter of thousands of chil- 
dren who were induced to participate in. 
the Children’s Crusade of the year 1212.

11. What does the Bible say about Babylon the 
Great, and why?
12. Why are the clergy o f Christendom more 
reprehensible than other religious leaders?
13. For what were the clergy responsible from 
the 11th to the 13th century?

our time. They know th a t only God’s King- 
dom under C hrist will elim inate war and 
bloodshed forever.—Psalm  46:9; M atthew 
6:9, 10; 2 Peter 3:11-13.

9 H istory confirms th a t the first-century 
Christians would not shed human blood. 
A former professor of theology from En- 
gland, Peter De Rosa, w rites: “Shedding 
blood was a grievous sin. This was why 
C hristians opposed gladiatorial combat. 
. . . While war and the use of force were 
necessary to preserve Rome, Christians 
felt unable to join in. . . . C hristians con- 
sidered themselves, like Jesus, messengers 
of peace; in no circum stances could they be 
agents of death .” On the other hand, the 
disunited religions of Christendom  have 
violated the com mandment of love and 
have shed an enormous am ount of blood. 
They have not been messengers of peace 
but have repeatedly been agents of death.

Bloodguilty Babylon the Great
10 Satan is “the ru ler of th is world,” “the 

god of th is system  of th in g s.” (John 12:31; 
2 Corinthians 4:4) P a rt of S atan ’s world is 
the earth-wide system  of false religion he 
has built up for centuries, including Chris- 
tendom and her clergy. The Bible calls this 
worldwide system  of false religion “Bab- 
ylon the Great, the m other of the [spiritu- 
al] harlots and of the disgusting things of 
the earth .” (Revelation 17:5) The roots of 
today’s false religions go back to the an- 
cient city of Babylon, which was steeped in 
false religion and in God-dishonoring doc- 
trines and practices. T hat is why the coun- 
te rpart of ancient Babylon is called Bab- 
ylon the Great, the world empire of false 
religion.

9. (a) What does history tell us about the first 
Christians? (b) How does this contrast with 
Christendom’s religions?
10. What is Babylon the Great, and why is it 
called that?
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[Innocent] had no qualms about using 
C hrist’s name to do everything C hrist ob- 
jected to .”

17 De Rosa notes th a t “in the  pope’s 
name, [the inquisitors] were responsible 
for the most savage and sustained on- 
slaught on hum an decency in the history  
of the race.” Of Dominican inquisitor Tor- 
quemada in Spain, he says: “Appointed 
in 1483, he ruled tyrannically for fifteen 
years. His victims numbered over 114,000 
of whom 10,220 were burned.”

18 This w riter concludes: “The record of 
the Inquisition would be em barrassing for 
any organization; for the Catholic church, 
it is devastating. . . . W hat h istory shows 
is tha t, for more than  six centuries w ith- 
out a break, the papacy was the sworn 
enemy of elem entary justice. Of eighty 
popes in a line from the th irteen th  century 
on, not one of them  disapproved of the  
theology and apparatus of Inquisition. On 
the contrary, one after another added his 
own cruel touches to the workings of th is 
deadly machine. The m ystery is: how could 
popes continue in th is practical heresy for 
generation after generation? How could 
they deny a t every point the Gospel of

18. How does a writer characterize the Inquisi- 
tion, and what reason does he give for its con- 
tinuing for over six centuries?

The Crusades resulted in horrible bloodshed 
in the name of God and of Christ

14 In the 13th century, the Roman Cath- 
olic Church officially sanctioned another 
God-dishonoring horro r—the Inquisition. 
It began in Europe and spread to the 
Americas, lasting for over six centuries. 
O riginated and backed by the papacy, it 
was a m urderous a ttem pt to torture and 
stam p out all who disagreed w ith the 
church. While the church had previously 
persecuted non-Catholics, the Inquisition 
was far more extensive in scope.

15 P eter De Rosa, who sta tes th a t he is 
a “patrio tic Catholic,” says in his recent 
book Vicars of Christ— The Dark Side of 
the Papacy: “The church was responsible 
for persecuting Jews, for the Inquisition, 
for slaughtering heretics by the thousand, 
for reintroducing to rtu re  into Europe as 
part of the judicial process. . . . Popes 
appointed and sacked even emperors, de- 
manded th a t they impose C hristianity on 
the ir subjects under the th rea t of torture 
and death. . . . The cost to the Gos- 
pel message was horrendous.” The only 
“crim e” of some who were m urdered was 
th a t they possessed a Bible.

16 Regarding Pope Innocent III of the 
early 13th century, De Rosa states: “It has 
been reckoned th a t in the last and most 
savage persecution under [Roman] Emper- 
or Diocletian [th ird  century] about two 
thousand C hristians perished, worldwide. 
In the  first vicious incident of Pope In- 
nocent’s Crusade [against “heretics” in 
France] ten  tim es th a t num ber of people 
were slaughtered. . . .  I t comes as a shock 
to discover tha t, a t a stroke, a pope killed 
far more C hristians than  Diocletian. . . .

14, 15. How does a Catholic author comment 
on what the Catholic Church introduced in the 
13th century?
16, 17. What comments are made about the In- 
quisition?
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“Local Catholic hierarchies almost always 
supported the wars of their nations”

estants. At tim es, they killed others who 
were not only of the same religion but also 
of the same national background. The two 
world wars erupted in the heart of Chris- 
tendom and would not have been possible 
had the clergy obeyed the commandment 
to love, and taugh t the ir followers to do 
the same.

21 The New York Times affirmed: “In the 
past local Catholic hierarchies almost al- 
ways supported the wars of the ir nations, 
blessing troops and offering prayers for 
victory, while another group of bishops on 
the other side publicly prayed for the op- 
posite outcome. . . . The contradiction be- 
tween the Christian sp irit and the conduct 
of war . . . seems increasingly clear to 
many, as weapons grow more b ru ta l.” And 
U.S.News & World Report noted: “The 
prestige of C hristianity  in the world has 
been gravely impaired by the frequency 
with which the so-called C hristian  nations 
have used violence.”

22 Too, while there is no official Inquisi- 
tion today, the clergy have used the arm  
of the S tate to persecute “prophets” and 
“holy ones” who differ from them. They 
have pressured political leaders to ,con- 
trive mischief under cover of law.’ In th is 
way, they have caused or approved the 
banning, im prisonm ent, beating, to rture, 
and even death of God-fearing people in 
our century .—Revelation 17:6; Psalm 94:
20. The New English Bible.

Called to Account
23 Truly, in false religion there is found 

the blood of prophets, and of holy ones,

21. What do secular sources say about the cler- 
gy’s involvement in war?
22. For what else are the clergy responsible in 
our time?
23. Why will God call the man of lawlessness to 
account?

U.S. Army

Jesus?” He answers: “Pontiffs preferred to 
contradict the Gospel than  an ‘in e rran t’ 
predecessor, for th a t would bring down the 
papacy itse lf.”

19 Also lawless was the part th a t the 
clergy played in the violent institu tion  of 
slavery. The nations of Christendom kid- 
napped many thousands of Africans, took 
them  far from the ir own lands, and for 
centuries brutalized them  physically and 
mentally as slaves. Relatively few of the 
clergy class actively opposed. Some of 
them  even claimed th a t i t  was God’s will. 
—See M atthew 7:12.

Bloodguilt in the 20th Century
20 The bloodguilt of the m an of lawless- 

ness reached a peak in our century. The 
clergy have backed wars th a t have taken 
tens of millions of lives, the  worst wars in 
all history. They supported both sides in 
the two world wars, in which people of the 
same religion, “b ro thers,” killed one an- 
other. For instance, in W orld W ar II, 
French and American Catholics killed Ger- 
man and Italian  Catholics; B ritish and 
American P ro testan ts  killed German Prot-

19. What other lawless activity was condoned by 
most o f the clergy?
20. How has the bloodguilt of the man of law- 
lessness reached a peak in this century?
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make her devastated and naked, and will 
eat up her fleshy parts and will complete- 
ly burn her with fire.” (Revelation 17:16) 
Since such world-shaking events are soon 
to take place, God’s servants m ust make 
them known to others. The next article will 
examine how they have been doing this.

Questions for Review
□ What is the man of lawlessness, 
and how did it develop?
□ What fine fruitage must true 
Christians produce?
□ Who is Babylon the Great, and 
how bloodguilty is she?
□ What God-dishonoring record has 
the man of lawlessness made?
□ How will God call the man of 
lawlessness to account?

and of all those who have been slaughtered 
on the  earth . (Revelation 18:24) Since the 
w orst bloodshed has arisen in Christen- 
dom, the guilt of the clergy is the greatest. 
How aptly the Bible labels them  a “man of 
law lessness”! But God’s W ord also states: 
“Do not be misled: God is not one to be 
mocked. For w hatever a m an is sowing, 
th is he will also reap .” (Galatians 6:7) So 
God will call the lawless clergy to account.

24 Jesus said: “Get away from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.” (M atthew 7:23) 
And he declared: “Every tree not producing 
fine fru it gets cut down and thrown into 
the fire.” (M atthew 7:19) The time is fast 
approaching for the fiery end of the man of 
lawlessness, along w ith all false religion, 
when the political elem ents w ith which 
they have played the harlo t will tu rn  on 
them : “These will hate the harlot and will

24. What world-shaking events are soon to take 
place?

Ex po sin g _______
"THE M AN OF LAWLESSNESS'

"G et out o f her, m y people, if  you do not w ant to share w ith her in her sins, and  .  .  . 

receive part o f her plagues. " — r e v e la t io n  18:4.

C hrist Jesus. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-8) As 
the preceding articles have shown, th a t 
m an of law lessn ess  is th e  c lergy  of 
Christendom. Long ago they abandoned 
the tru th s  of God’s W ord and adopted 
pagan teachings, such as the T rinity , hell- 
fire, and im m ortality of the soul. In ad- 
dition, they produced works contrary  to  
God’s laws. Like those Paul w arned T itus

GOD’S W ord foretold the coming of 
a “m an of law lessness.” I t also 
foretold th a t th is lawless element 
would be ‘done away w ith and brought to 

no th ing’ by God’s heavenly Executioner,

1, 2. (a) How can the man of lawlessness be 
identified? (b) What is God’s view of those who 
claim to serve him but who are bloodguilty? 
(Matthew 7:21-23)
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Obligated to Love Others
4 Since these w orld-shaking events are 

soon to come upon the inhabited earth , 
w hat obligations re s t upon those who 
“w orship  th e  F a th e r  w ith  s p ir it  and  
tru th ”? (John 4:23) For one, they m ust 
keep in mind th a t Jesus said: “If you 
observe my com m andm ents, you will re- 
main in my love, ju s t as I have observed 
the com mandments of the Father and re- 
main in his lo v e .. . . This is my command- 
m ent, th a t you love one another ju s t as I 
have loved you. No one has love g reater 
than  th is, th a t someone should su rrender 
his soul in behalf of his friends. You are 
my friends if you do w hat I am command- 
ing you.”—John 15:10-14; 1 John  5:3.

5 True C hristians are thus obligated to 
love other people, especially the ir Chris- 
tian  brothers and s is te rs  in all lands. 
(Acts 10:34; G alatians 6:10; 1 John 4: 
20, 21) Indeed, fellow C hristians m ust 
have “intense love for one ano ther.” (1 Pe- 
te r 4:8) That kind of love on a global scale 
identifies them  as tru e  worshipers, for 
Jesus said: “I am giving you a new com- 
m andm ent, th a t you love one another; ju st 
as I have loved you, th a t you also love one 
another. By th is all will know th a t you are 
my disciples, if you have love among your- 
selves.”—John 13:34, 35.

6W hat was new about th a t command- 
m ent? W ere not the  Jew s under the Mo- 
saic Law given the command, “Love your 
fellow as yourself”? (Leviticus 19:18) Yes, 
but Jesus indicated som ething additional 
when he said, “J u s t as I have loved you.” 
His love included his giving up his life for 
others, and his disciples m ust be willing to  
do the same. (John 15:13) T hat was a

4. What must those who worship God “with 
spirit and truth” keep in mind?
5, 6. (a) What did Jesus command his disciples 
to do that would identify them? (b) In what 
sense was this a new commandment?

against, “they publicly declare they know 
God, but they disown him  by the ir works, 
because they are detestable and disobedi- 
en t and not approved for good work of any 
so rt.”—Titus 1:16.

2 Jesus said: “Be on the w atch for the 
false prophets th a t come to you in sheep’s 
covering, but inside they are ravenous 
wolves. By the ir fru its  you will recog- 
nize them .” False prophets would produce 
“worthless fru it .” (M atthew  7:15-17) An 
evidence of the clergy’s bad fru itage is 
the ir enormous bloodguilt. For centuries 
they have supported crusades, inquisi- 
tions, and w ars th a t have shed the blood 
of millions. They have prayed for and 
blessed both sides in w ars in which mem- 
bers of the ir own religions have killed one 
another. In contrast, the apostle Paul was 
able to state: “I am clean from the blood 
of all m en.” (Acts 20:26) The clergy are 
not. To such ones God declares: “Even 
though you make m any prayers, I am not 
listening; w ith bloodshed your very hands 
have become filled.”—Isaiah 1:15.

3 The tim e for God to execute his judg- 
m ent against the m an of lawlessness is 
fast approaching. Soon, as Jesus foretold, 
“there will be g reat tribu lation  such as has 
not occurred since the world’s beginning 
until now, no, nor will occur again .” (Mat- 
thew 24:21) That unprecedented tim e of 
trouble will begin w ith the execution of 
Babylon the G reat, the world empire of 
false religion, which includes the religions 
of Christendom . The political elem ents 
“will make her devastated  and naked, and 
will eat up her fleshy p arts  and will com- 
pletely burn  her w ith fire.” (Revelation 
17:16) The g re a t tr ib u la tio n  will end 
with the destruction  of the  rem ainder of 
S a tan ’s world a t Armageddon, “the war 
of the g rea t day of God the A lm ighty.” 
—Revelation 16:14, 16; 19:11-21.

3. What events o f global significance are fast 
approaching?
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9 Many of Jehovah’s W itnesses have 
surrendered the ir soul in behalf of th e ir 
friends in obeying the law of love. A re- 
view of the book Kirchenkampf in Deutsch- 
land (F ight of the Churches in Germany), 
by Friedrich Zipfel, says regard ing  the 
W itnesses: “Ninety-seven percent of the 
members of th is  small religious group 
were victims of N ational Socialistic [Nazi] 
persecu tion . One th ird  of th em  w ere 
killed, either by execution, o ther violent 
acts, hunger, sickness or slave labor. The 
severity of th is subjection was w ithout 
precedent and was the resu lt of uncompro- 
mising faith  which could not be harm o- 
nized w ith N ational Socialistic ideology.” 
In A ustria, 25 percent of Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses were executed, beaten to death, or 
died from disease or exhaustion in Nazi 
camps.

10 Those m artyred for obeying the  law of 
love were confident th a t “God is not un- 
righteous so as to forget [their] work and 
the love [they] showed for his nam e.” (He- 
brews 6:10) They knew th a t “the world is 
passing away and so is its  desire, bu t he 
th a t does the will of God rem ains forever.” 
(1 John 2:17) They had the sure hope of 
being resurrected  w ith eternal life in view. 
- J o h n  5:28, 29; Acts 24:15.

11 Jeh o v ah ’s se rv an ts  are  un ique  in  
obeying the rule spoken by P ete r and oth- 
er apostles to a high court: “We m ust obey 
God as ru ler ra th e r than  m en.” (Acts 5:29) 
Because Jehovah’s W itnesses do th is, they 
are backed by “the holy spirit, which God 
has given to those obeying him as ru le r.” 
(Acts 5:32) That is the power th a t enables 
them  to fulfill the prophecy a t Isaiah 2:
2-4. I t foretold th a t in our tim e tru e  wor-

9. What happened to Jehovah’s Witnesses in 
Germany and Austria under Nazi rule?
10. What confidence did those have who died for 
obeying the law of love?
11. In what way are Jehovah’s servants unique, 
and what prophecy is being fulfilled in them?

higher level of love, since such a sacrifice 
was not required by the Mosaic Law.

7 In our century , which religion has 
obeyed th is law of love? Surely not the 
religions of Christendom , for they have 
slaughtered one another by the tens of 
millions in two world w ars and other con- 
flicts. I t is Jehovah’s W itnesses who have 
obeyed the law of love earth  wide. They 
have m aintained s tric t neu tra lity  in the 
w ars of the  nations, for Jesus said th a t his 
followers m ust be “no p a rt of the world.” 
(John 17:16) Thus, they can say, as did 
Paul, th a t they are “clean from the blood 
of all m en.” As an  example, note the open- 
ing p a rt of a resolution adopted by Jeho- 
vah’s servan ts a t the  W ashington, D.C., 
convention on November 27, 1921:

“As Christians earnestly striving to follow 
the teachings o f Christ Jesus our Lord and 
his Apostles, we hold: that war is a relic o f 
barbarism, destructive o f  good morals and a 
reproach to Christian peoples; that the prin- 
ciples taught by the Lord Jesus Christ pre- 
elude consecrated Christians from engaging 
in war, bloodshed or violence in any form.

8 How was th a t  view applied during 
W orld W ar II? In th a t w orst war of all 
hum an history, some 50 million people 
were killed. B ut not one was killed by 
one of Jehovah’s W itnesses! For example, 
nearly  all the  Germ an clergy actively or 
passively supported Nazism. In contrast, 
Je h o v a h ’s W itn esses  u n d er Nazi ru le 
m ain tained  s tr ic t neu tra lity  and refused 
to heil H itler or be pa rt of his m ilitary 
machine. Hence, they did not kill any of 
the ir sp iritual b rothers of other countries, 
or anyone else for th a t m atter. And Je- 
hovah’s W itnesses in all other lands re- 
m ained neu tra l too.

7. Which religion has obeyed the law of love in 
this century?
8. What does the historical record say about 
Jehovah’s Witnesses during World War II?
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ited earth  for a w itness to all the  nations; 
and then  the end will come.” (M atthew 
24:14) As part of th is worldwide w itness, 
God’s servants are under obligation to 
make known his judgm ent against false 
religion, especially the  clergy of Chris- 
tendom . These are m ore reprehensible 
in God’s sight because they claim to be 
Christian. They m ust be exposed so th a t 
those who w ant to serve God can be freed 
from the ir influence and can take the 
proper steps for survival. As Jesus said: 
“The tru th  will set you free.”—John 8:32.

14 Thus, Jehovah’s W itnesses m ust make 
known th is  inspired message regarding 
false religion: “Get out of her, my people, 
if you do not w ant to share w ith her in  her 
sins, and if you do not w ant to receive part 
of her plagues. For her sins have massed 
together clear up to heaven, and God has 
called her acts of injustice to mind. . . .  In 
one day her plagues will come, death and 
m ourning and famine, and she will be com- 
pletely burned w ith fire, because Jehovah 
God, who judged her, is strong .”—Revela- 
tion 18:4-8.

14. What clear message must be proclaimed re- 
garding false religion?

The apostles told a high 
court: “We must obey 
God as ruler rather 
than men”

ship would be reestab- 
lished and th a t people 
from all nations and re- 
ligions would flow to it.
One re s u lt  would be:
“They will have to beat 
the ir swords in to  plow- 
shares and th e ir spears 
in to  p ru n in g  s h e a rs .
Nation will not lift up 
sword ag a in s t na tion , 
neither will they learn  
w ar anym ore.” Because 
Jehovah’s servants are preparing for life 
in a peaceful new world, they will not 
learn w ar anymore. They learn  the law of 
love.—John 13:34, 35.

12 Since C hristian  love includes ‘loving 
your neighbor as yourself,’ God’s servants 
cannot be selfish about w hat they know. 
(M atthew 22:39) There are still many oth- 
ers who would w ant to serve God and live 
in his new world. W hile there  is yet time, 
these too need to learn  about the law of 
love and the m any other tru th s  related to 
the U niversal Sovereign, Jehovah God. 
They m ust be tau g h t th a t Jehovah alone 
is w orthy of our worship and how th a t 
worship is to be rendered. (M atthew 4:10; 
Revelation 4:11) Those who have already 
learned these th ings are under obligation 
to tell o thers about them  so th a t they too 
may come into Jehovah’s favor.—Ezekiel 
33:7-9, 14-16.

Exposing the Man of Lawlessness
13 Jesus said th a t the “good news of the 

kingdom will be preached in  all the inhab-

12. What must those obeying the law of love do 
for others?
13. As part o f our worldwide witness, what must 
we make known, and why?
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th ousand  W itn esses  do ing  th is  a f te r  
World W ar I. But now they have become 
“a m ighty nation” of over th ree and a half 
million active m inisters organized in to  
more than  60,000 congregations all over 
the earth . (Isaiah 60:22) On an expanding 
scale, God’s servants are zealously pro- 
claiming the Kingdom of God as the  only 
hope for m ankind and, a t the sam e tim e, 
are exposing the clergy for w hat they  are 
—a deceptive m an of lawlessness.

Why So Powerful?
17 Why have Jehovah’s servants pow- 

erfully exposed the m an of lawlessness 
all these years? Because the millions of 
the g reat crowd of Jehovah’s sheep th a t 
are already on the way to salvation m ust 
be protected from S atan ’s world and its 
false religion. (John 10:16; Revelation 7:
9-14) Moreover, unless the  clergy are ex- 
posed, honesthearted people who are not

15 Bible prophecies show th a t “the last 
days” for th is system  of th ings began 
in the  crucial year 1914. (2 Timothy 3: 
1-5, 13; M atthew  24:3-13) Since th a t year 
we have been in “the tim e of the end.” 
(Daniel 12:4) R ight a fte r W orld W ar I, 
in harm ony w ith Jehovah’s tim etable, his 
servan ts began vigorously to expand the ir 
announcem ent of God’s Kingdom as fore- 
told a t M atthew  24:14. They also began to 
expose false religion more strongly, par- 
ticularly  the  lawless clergy class of apos- 
ta te  Christendom .

16 For over 70 years now, w ith ever 
g rea ter force, God’s servants have alerted 
people to the deceptive activity of the man 
of lawlessness. There were only a few

15. How did the year 1914 play a part in Jeho- 
vah’s timetable, and what resulted after World 
W ar I?
16. How has the exposing of the man of lawless- 
ness gathered force for more than 70 years?

Sincere people need to know where the world 
and its religions are heading

17. Why have Jehovah’s servants powerfully ex■ 
posed the man o f lawlessness?



abuse of children.—Romans 1:24-27; 1 Co- 
rin th ians 6:9, 10.

20 Such wrongdoing cannot be ignored 
by God’s servants but m ust be exposed for 
the benefit of others. The g reat crowd of 
other sheep m ust be protected from those 
who would try  to lead them  to break God’s 
laws. And those “sighing and groaning 
over all the detestable th ings th a t are 
being done” need to be searched out and 
gathered to the protective guidance of the 
G reat Shepherd, Jehovah God, and “the 
fine shepherd ,” C h ris t J e s u s .—Ezekiel 
9:4; John 10:11; Proverbs 18:10.

21 Therefore, God’s people will not hesi- 
ta te  to declare his vengeance against all of 
S atan’s world, including its  m an of law- 
lessness, the clergy of Christendom . They 
will proclaim w ith vigor the  angelic mes- 
sage of Revelation 14:7: “Fear God and 
give him glory, because the hour of the 
judgm ent by him has arrived .” And they 
will include in th is proclam ation the ur- 
gent w arning of Revelation 18:4 regarding 
false religion: “Get out of her, my people, 
if you do not w ant to share w ith her in her 
sins, and . . . receive part of her plagues.”

20. Why must God’s servants keep exposing the 
man of lawlessness?
21. What will Jehovah’s Witnesses continue to 
declare?

Questions for Review:
□ What will be the fate of the man 
of lawlessness, and why?
□ What obligation do Jehovah’s 
servants have regarding others?
□ How have Jehovah’s people kept 
free from the blood of all men?
□ What must we do regarding 
Babylon the Great?
□ Why will we continue our powerful 
message regarding the man of 
lawlessness?

yet pa rt of God’s flock would not know 
how to avoid a wrong course. So they m ust 
be informed, ju s t as Jesus informed people 
when he said regarding the hypocritical 
religious leaders of his day: “Blind guides 
is w hat they are. If, then, a blind man 
guides a blind man, both will fall into a 
p it.”—M atthew 15:14; see also 2 Corinthi- 
ans 4:4; 11:13-15.

18 The clergy are p a rt of S atan ’s world. 
(John 8:44) But it is a world th a t God will 
soon crush out of existence. (2 P eter 3:
11-13; 1 John  2:15-17) So God’s W ord 
warns: “Whoever, therefore, w ants to be a 
friend of the world is constitu ting  him self 
an enemy of God.” (Jam es 4:4) The clergy 
ignore th a t w arning and continue to med- 
die in political affairs. They tell the ir 
followers th a t a be tte r world will come 
through efforts of politicians. But th a t is 
a false hope, since th is  world under Satan 
is on its  way out. So people who look to 
this world for hope are being deceived. 
They need to be told the tru th  about where 
the world is heading and w hat will take its 
place.—Proverbs 14:12; 19:21; M atthew 6: 
9, 10; Revelation 21:4, 5.

19The worldliness of some clergy has 
even been exposed in the media in recent 
times, as for example the licentious and 
luxurious life-styles of some TV clergy- 
men. One modern songw riter composed a 
song with the title: “Would Jesus W ear a 
[$10,000] Rolex [w atch] on His Television 
Show?” The song goes on to say: “Would 
Jesus be political if He came back to earth , 
have His second home in  [luxurious] Palm 
Springs and try  to hide His w orth?” In 
addition, more and more clergymen con- 
done or practice homosexuality. Even now 
the Catholic Church in the  U nited States 
is paying millions of dollars in damages to 
com pensate for priests guilty of sexual

18. What do truth seekers need to know?
19. How has the worldliness of some clergy been 
exposed in the media in recent times?
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That Ju ly  little Donovan handed me a 
pamphlet th a t was addressed to someone 
else bu t somehow had got mixed up w ith 
our mail. I t contained a discourse by Jo- 
seph Rutherford, the W atch Tower Soci- 
ety’s second president. The contents in ter- 
ested me so much th a t I promptly ordered 
all the publications listed. L ittle did I real- 
ize th a t th is  would change my life.

Among the booklets th a t arrived, the  one 
entitled Hell— What Is It? Who Are There? 
Can They Get Out? caught my eye. How 
absolutely thrilled I was to see th a t booklet! 
A fter only two or th ree pages, I actually 
laughed with delight.

I've Seen It 
Grow in 

Southern 
Africa

A s to ld  b y  R obert A lbe rt M cLuckie

THE Kingdom preaching activity 
in  South Africa goes grandly on. 
From the hundred or so preaching 
in  the  late 1920’s, there are now 

about 45,000 declaring the good news in 
South Africa. And another 150,000 or so 
are preaching in other countries where our 
South A frican branch previously had over- 
sight.

I have had the joy of seeing th is marvel- 
ous grow th in southern  Africa during the 
past 60 years! Let me tell you briefly about 
i t  and about the  share my family and I have 
been privileged to have in it.

It Began With Tragedy
On Ju n e  22, 1927, my beloved wife, 

Edna, died, leaving behind our daughter, 
Lyall, age three and our son, Donovan, age 
two. I was only 26. Her death left me 
consumed w ith grief and quite bewildered. 
W here was she? Not believing th a t she was 
in hell, I gained some comfort a t night by 
dream ing th a t she was in heaven.
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South Africa. W hat a warm  recep- 
tion I received from George Phil- 

lips, who had charge of the 
work in southern  Africa! On 

January  10, 1930, I was 
baptized.

Early Years of 
Pioneering

T h o u g h  h a v in g  
ta lked  to hundreds 
of persons about the 
Bible during the pre- 
vious three years, I 
had not shared in 
the  house-to-house 
m inistry . Neverthe- 
less, I was enrolled 
in the  full-tim e min- 
is try  as a p ioneer. 

There was no tra in ing  
program  in those days. 

In  fa c t ,  p u b lis h e rs  
would seldom go togeth- 

e r  to  th e  sam e hom e. 
Since we had so few pub- 

lishers, i t  ju s t did not seem 
practical to do so.

N a tu ra lly , I w as concerned  
about the welfare of my children, Lyall 

and Donovan, who were being cared for by 
the ir grandparents. Since they were re- 
ceiving good care, a t the  tim e I felt it  
proper to expend myself in  spreading the 
Kingdom message to others. So th a t is 
what I did.

D uring the next th ree years of pioneer- 
ing, I had five p a rtn e rs , including my 
brother Syd. L ater he contracted typhoid 
fever while in the pioneer work and died. 
Pioneering was not easy in those early 
days. We used a commercial van w ith built- 
in bunks, made to fold up on either side of 
the van. This enabled us to sleep, sit, cook, 
and eat inside.

Eager to share w hat 
I had learned, I e ither 
wrote to or spoke w ith 
my parents and o ther fam- 
ily members. As a resu lt, 
my four brothers, Jack, Percy,
William, and Sydney, soon be- 
came in terested  and began preach- 
ing to others. Years la ter, my father, moth- 
er, and two sisters, Connie and Grace, also 
accepted the faith.

I could find no other Bible S tudent, as 
Jehovah’s W itnesses were then  known, in 
our part of South Africa. I moved to South- 
e ra  Rhodesia, now Zimbabwe, and worked 
for about a year on a cattle  ranch with my 
brother Jack. As a resu lt of reading the 
W atch Tower Society’s literatu re , it was 
not long before I felt an  u rgen t desire to 
en ter the  full-tim e m inistry .

As yet I had not m et any fellow believers 
except those to  whom I had w itnessed. So 
I made the 1,400-mile tra in  journey to 
the Society’s branch office a t Cape Town,
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my destination, the home of an  A frican 
brother, Richard Kalinde. He became my 
close companion and in te rp re te r during  
my stay in Nyasaland. In tim e, I obtained 
two rooms in  an old hotel th a t was no 
longer in use. One I used as the  depot 
office, and the other for accommodations.

My assignm ent in N yasaland was par- 
ticularly to bring order out of the  chaot- 
ic conditions resu lting  from the so-called 
W atchtower movements. Years before, an 
African, fam iliar with the w ritings of the 
first president of the W atch Tower Soci- 
ety, Charles Taze Russell, had been re- 
sponsible for the development of these 
movements, even though he him self never 
became one of Jehovah’s W itnesses.—See 
the 1976 Yearbook of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
pages 71-4.

I visited congregations of those who 
were using the W atch Tower lite ra tu re  
and read a resolution concerning our new 
name, Jehovah’s W itnesses. All in favor of 
the resolution were requested to signify 
this by a show of hands. Though the ma- 
jority did so signify, many did not ful- 
ly understand  w hat th is really involved. 
Thus, over the years, while some failed to 
progress spiritually, others w ithdrew  the ir 
support entirely from the one they had 
viewed as leader and tru ly  became Jeho- 
vah’s W itnesses.

In Our Next Issue
■ Imagine a World

Without Greed

■ ‘Discerning What We Are’
— At Memorial Time

■ Refresh Your Relatives
With Waters of Truth

The m ost ou tstanding  event of my early 
pioneer days was when we received our 
new nam e, Jehovah’s W itnesses, in 1931, 
along w ith the booklet The Kingdom— The 
Hope of the World. I d istinctly  remember 
feeling overawed a t the  thought of using 
th a t illustrious name, wondering if I could 
use it worthily.

A nother memorable event in those early 
years was baptizing my brother Jack and 
his wife, Dorrell, in the  crocodile-infested 
w aters of the  N uanetsi River in Southern 
Rhodesia. Before the immersion, we threw  
some rocks in to  the river to scare off any 
lurk ing  crocodiles. Later, in the 1950’s, I 
baptized my m other in a bathtub.

In Other Countries
In  1933 my fifth partner, Robert Nisbet, 

and I were assigned to fresh, untouched 
te rr ito ry —the islands of M auritius and 
M adagascar off the southeast coast of Af- 
rica. We spent the b e tte r part of four 
m onths on those two islands, planting 
seeds of Bible tru th . W hat joy it is now to 
see th a t M auritius has about 800 Kingdom 
publishers and M adagascar some 3,000! 
W hen we retu rned  to South Africa, Robert 
and I parted  company. L ater he pioneered 
w ith  my bro ther Syd and still la ter served 
as branch overseer in M auritius.

P rior to our re tu rn  to South Africa, I 
arranged  to m eet Lyall and Donovan at 
my fa th e r’s home. A fter v isiting  w ith 
them , there  came the inevitable separa- 
tion, accompanied by tears. I traveled on 
to meet the  branch overseer, B rother Phil- 
lips, to receive my next assignm ent. It 
was Nyasaland, now Malawi. A 1929 mod- 
el Chevrolet was purchased for me to use 
there.

So, in 1934, off I w ent on the 1,200-mile 
journey, mainly over d irt roads, from Jo- 
hannesburg, South Africa, to Zomba, the 
capital of Nyasaland. Eventually I reached
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spiritual well-being. Thankfully, a solu- 
tion to the m atter was near.

On June 6, 1936, B rother Phillips intro- 
duced me to newcomers from A ustralia, 
S ister Seidel and her a ttrac tive  18-year- 
old daughter, Carm en. W ith in  the year 
Carmen and I were m arried. So I obtained 
secular em ploym ent and  estab lished  a 
home.

For a year I held a job in South Africa, 
but then  Carm en and I and our baby son, 
Peter, moved to Southern Rhodesia, where 
my brother Jack had invited me to join 
him in a gold-mining venture. A fter we 
got settled, Lyall and Donovan, who had 
stayed behind w ith  C arm en’s m other, 
joined us.

Facing Wartime Persecution
In September 1939, W orld W ar II broke 

out, and the following year our Bible liter- 
ature was banned. We determ ined to te st 
the legality of the law by d istribu ting  the 
literatu re  come w hat may. A rrests and 
convictions followed, and our books and 
Bibles were confiscated and burned.

One m orning a fte r our preaching work, 
we were invited by a detective to pick up 
our children a t the  police sta tion  where 
they had been taken. We refused, pointing 
out th a t since the young ones were appar- 
ently under arrest, it was up to the police 
to look afte r them . T hat afternoon, after 
re tu rn in g  from  th e  field m in is try , we 
found the children home safe but not a 
policeman in sight!

On another occasion, in 1941, Carmen 
was sentenced to th ree m onths in prison 
even though she was p regnant. Estrella, 
however, was born before Carm en began 
serving her sentence. R ather th an  leave 
the baby home w ith me, Carm en chose to 
take her to prison. Thus, Estrella  came to 
have as a nursem aid an A frican woman 
who had m urdered her husband. W hen 
Carmen was released, the  m urderess was

A fter about six m onths in Nyasaland, I 
went over into Mozambique, where the 
Kingdom message had not yet been pro- 
claimed. There I m et a young Portuguese 
officer whom Robert N isbet and I had con- 
tacted on the boat en route to M auritius. 
He invited me to a meal, and I was able to 
speak fu rther w ith him.

On another occasion, while in a village 
in northern  Mozambique, a car stopped 
next to me. I t tu rned  out to be the gover- 
nor of the area. He inquired if he could be 
of help and invited me to his home, where 
he accepted many of the W atch Tower 
publications. Even though the preaching 
work is now banned in Mozambique and 
Nyasaland (Malawi), it is th rilling  to me 
to know th a t m any faithful brothers and 
sisters are active there.

Bethel Privileges
A fter I re tu rned  to Nyasaland, what a 

surprise I received! I was invited to join the 
office staff in the  South Africa branch at 
Cape Town, and my younger brother Wil- 
Ham was sen t to replace me in  Nyasaland. 
So I set off on the 2,200 mile journey in the 
Chevrolet. En route I visited Donovan and 
Lyall. They were 11 and 12 years old now, 
and it would be ano ther year before I would 
see them  again.

I was assigned to take charge of the 
branch office whenever B rother Phillips, 
the branch overseer, was away. Although I 
had not been associated regularly w ith any 
one congregation of Jehovah’s W itnesses 
since learning the tru th  nine years earlier, 
in 19361 was appointed to be the presiding 
overseer of the  Cape Town Congregation, 
composed of about 20 publishers.

A Change in Status
I did not w ant to sacrifice my privileges 

of service, bu t Lyall and Donovan were 
about to en te r th e ir teens, and I was con- 
cerned about th e ir welfare, including the ir
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our older children rendered, enabling me 
to continue working a t the branch office.

Another Preaching Assignment
By 1962 Carm en and I desired to go 

farther afield and work where the need 
was greater. So we sold our home and took 
Lindsay and Jerem y, our two youngest 
children—the other five had grown up and 
left home—and headed for the  Seychelle 
Islands.

First, we traveled by car, mostly along 
d irt roads, for about 1,800 miles, arriv ing  
in Mombasa, Kenya. We left the  car w ith 
a bro ther and em barked by boat for the 
Seychelles. An in terested  person in tro - 
duced us to others, and soon we had meet- 
ings going alm ost in the  shadow of the 
bishop’s house. We held other m eetings on 
a nearby island in a privately owned boat- 
house surrounded by tall palm trees and 
with waves lapping the shore.

Our activities soon became known, and 
the authorities eventually ordered us to 
stop p reach ing , som eth ing  we sim ply 
could not agree to do. (Acts 4:19, 20) So 
we were, in effect, deported, but in the 
meantim e we had baptized five persons. 
During our five-month stay in the  Sey- 
chelles, Carm en became p regnan t w ith 
Andrew, our last child. On our re tu rn  to  
Southern Rhodesia, our daughter Pauline 
invited us to stay w ith her and her hus- 
band pending the b irth  of Andrew.

Blessings and Satisfactions
I am happy to say th a t all eight of our 

children, including Lyall and Donovan, 
have engaged in pioneering a t one tim e or 
another. In fact, four of our sons and sons- 
in-law are now elders, and two are m inis- 
terial servants. In addition, how glad we 
are th a t many of our grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren together w ith th e ir  
parents are proclaiming glad tid ings in no 
less than  four countries and th a t scores of

so d is trau g h t she cried bitterly. Incidental- 
ly, E strella  s ta rted  pioneering in 1956 a t 
age 15. Later, she m arried Jack Jones and 
for more than  20 years now has served w ith 
her husband in South Africa and presently 
a t the  W atch Tower Society’s headquar- 
te rs  in Brooklyn, New York.

Soon a fte rw ard  I also spen t several 
m onths in  prison for preaching. While I 
was there, in January  1942, Joseph Ruth- 
erford died. I couldn’t  help shedding a few 
tea rs  th a t n igh t in the  privacy of my cell. I 
had opportunities to w itness, and one Sun- 
day m orning, while everyone else was in 
the  outer courtyard for exercise, I baptized 
a fellow prisoner who had responded to the 
Kingdom message.

A New Branch Office
A fter my release from prison, I obtained 

em ployment on the railways in Bulawayo. 
Carm en had learned dressm aking in pris- 
on and used the skill to help support the 
family. Lyall re tu rned  from South Africa, 
where she had been pioneering, and also 
helped w ith expenses. As a result, we soon 
had more income th an  we really needed, so 
we talked it over, and it was agreed tha t 
I could again take up the full-time minis- 
try .

Having a railway pass, in 1947 I trav- 
eled by tra in  to Cape Town to see Brother 
Phillips. To my g reat surprise, I was as- 
signed to open a depot for handling the 
Society’s lite ra tu re  in Bulawayo. Then, 
the  following year, N athan H. Knorr, the 
W atch Tower Society’s th ird  president, 
visited and arranged for the depot to be- 
come a branch office on Septem ber 1, 
1948, w ith Eric Cooke as branch overseer 
of Southern Rhodesia. For the next 14 
years, I was privileged to work a t the 
branch while, of course, living a t home 
w ith our growing family. I am so grateful 
for the  m aterial support th a t Carmen and
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tion in P ieterm aritzburg, South Africa. It 
brings me true  satisfaction to look back on 
more than  60 years in Jehovah’s blessed 
service. Especially is it a blessing to have 
seen five generations of our family, includ- 
ing my parents, b ring  praise to Jehovah, 
the g reat God of all the  universe.

to cover the en tire  eight-story building 
where 1,500 people work. They placed a 
total of more than  a hundred magazines 
and were able to s ta r t  m agazine routes 
and make re tu rn  visits.

One of the publishers made a re tu rn  
visit on a m anager. W hen he heard a 
scripture read from the New World Trans- 
lation, he said: “This Bible is easy to un- 
derstand. The one I read before was in 
archaic Japanese and was very difficult to 
read .” A copy of the  New World Transla- 
tion was delivered to him  the following 
week.

Can you do more in your congregation’s 
te rrito ry  to preach the good news to “all 
sorts of m en,” including those in  business 
d istric ts?—Compare 1 Tim othy 2:4.

other members of the  McLuckie family are 
also serving Jehovah. Such results, I am 
convinced, are due to consistent family 
attendance a t m eetings and engaging reg- 
ularly in the preaching activity.

Now a t 89 years of age, I still have the 
privilege of being an elder in our congrega-

Business Witnessing
Japanese Style

JESUS CHRIST’S command to push the 
w itnessing work to “the most d istan t 
pa rt of the  ea rth ” m ust embrace busi- 
ness areas. (Acts 1:8) In Japan , giving the 

Kingdom w itness to people who work in 
public agencies and offices of big compa- 
nies p resents quite a challenge. Kingdom 
publishers in one congregation obtained 
permission to do magazine w itnessing in 
a city office building during  lunch break. 
The publishers not only prayed to Jehovah 
to give them  courage bu t paid much atten- 
tion to the ir dress and conduct and even 
prepared lapel cards showing the ir names 
and identifying them  as Jehovah’s W it- 
nesses.

A W itness would approach a worker, 
saying: “Excuse me, I was given permis- 
sion to ta lk  to people here. Would you 
mind listen ing  to me while you ea t?” The 
W itnesses had to show good judgm ent and 
use words “seasoned w ith sa lt.” (Colos- 
sians 4:6) On th e ir first visit, they placed 
39 magazines, bu t it took up to four visits
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“It does not
beat around the bush”

I
QUESTIONS

,Y o u n g
P e o p l e
A s kו

ANSWERS THAT WORKit
1 I' !
111 «:

I

G ro w in g  up  in these  tro u b led  
tim es is no t easy. Y ou ths  face 

m any  new  s itu a tio n s  and  m ust m ake 
w eigh ty  decisions. S hould  I d rink?  
A ccep t d ru g s?  W hat co n d u c t is p rop- 
e r w ith  one o f  the  o p p o site  sex? 
Y o u th s  need answ ers th a t w ork, th a t 
d o n ’t beat a ro u n d  th e  bush . On read- 
ing the  new  book Questions Young 
People Ask—Answers That Work, a 
G reen sb o ro , N o rth  C a ro lin a , you th  
w ro te :

“T h is  book is very  com prehensive  
and  has fine exam ples fo r  each prob- 
lem . O nce you s ta r t  read in g  it, you 
ju s t  c an ’t p u t it dow n, th e  ch ap te rs  
a re  so in te res tin g . It does no t beat 
a ro u n d  the  bush , so to  speak, bu t 
gives d ire c t answ ers to  the  problem .

“A ll in all, th is  book is inev itab ly  
m arv e lo u s, tru th fu l ,  f a n ta s t ic , . . .  
w ords ju s t  c a n n o t express how  great 
th is  book is. I w ould  h igh ly  recom - 
m end  th is  book to  all, p a rtic u la r ly  to 
y o u th s .”


