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in to  a healthy, p leasan t relation sh ip  w ith  
their Creator.

For exam p le, la te  in  th e  s ix th  cen -  
tury B .C .E ., th e prophet Zechariah ex- 
claim ed of Jehovah: “How great h is good- 
n ess is, and how  great h is  h and som eness  
is!” (Zechariah 9:17) M any years before 
Zechariah, Isaiah sim ilarly  praised God 
w hen he wrote: “The lov in g-k in d n esses o f  
Jehovah I shall m en tion , . . . even  th e  
abundant goodness to  th e  house o f Israel 
th at he has rendered to  th em .”— Isaiah  
63:7.

Three cen tu ries earlier, K ing David had  
w ritten  very m ovingly  about God’s good- 
n ess. David w rote from  experience, having  
enjoyed th is goodness all through h is life . 
God w as extrem ely  good to D avid, espe- 
d a ily  after h is very serious s in s  in  connec- 
tion  w ith  B ath-sheba and her husband  
U riah , w h en  God sh ow ed  h im  m ercy. 
(2 Sam uel 12:9, 13) A t Psalm  31:19, David  
declared w ith  appreciation: “How abun- 
dant your goodness is, w hich you have  
treasured up for th o se  fear in g  you!”

Do you value God’s good n ess as m uch as  
those an cien t w orshipers did? If so, you  
w ill experience th e real “peace o f God th at  
excels all th o u g h t,” as w ell as be deeply  
m oved to  do God’s w ill a t all t im es. (P hi-  
lippians 4:7) L et u s consid er for a few  
m om ents now  w hat God’s good n ess in -  
eludes and how  am azing its  scope is. This 
w ill surely deepen our ap- 
p r e d a tio n  for our  
lov ing  heavenly  
Father.

\Does God's
goodness 

attract you?

DO YOU have a very  close friend? If 
so, did you ever reflect on w hat 
attracted  you to  th a t person? W as 

it  h is  (or her) looks? W as it  th e  fact th at  
you w ere in terested  in  th e  sam e th in gs?  
Or w as it  deeper qu alities, such as kind- 
n ess or w isdom ? If th e  quality  th a t ce- 
m en ted  your fr ien d sh ip  w as good n ess, 
then  you have a rich rela tion sh ip  indeed. 
G enuine good n ess is  rarely found today  
w hen, for th e m ost part, people are “w ith- 
out love o f g o o d n ess .”— 2 T im othy 3:3.

For a C h ristian , th e  m ost im portant 
relation sh ip  in  life  is  n o t w ith  another  
hum an but w ith  God. So w hen you th in k  
of th is  relationsh ip , have you ever consid- 
ered: ‘W hich o f God’s q u a lities draws me 
m ost to God?’

God’s Chief Attributes
In fact, th e  Bible describes m any out- 

stan d in g  qualities o f God. U sually  the four 
th a t are h igh lighted  are h is  love, h is  justice, 
h is w isdom , and h is a lm igh ty  power. (Deu- 
teronom y 32:4; Job 12:13; Psalm  147:5;
1 John 4:8) I f w e had to choose am ong  
th ese four o u tstan d in g  q ualities, perhaps 
we would say  th a t God’s love attracted  us 
the m ost. C losely associa ted  w ith  h is love, 
how ever, is h is excellin g  goodness. Bible 
w riters w rote eloquently about th is , and  
such goodness can  
draw hum ans



he amazing scope]־*
tran sgression  and sin , but by no m ean s w ill he g ive  
exem ption from  p u n ish m en t.”— Exodus 33:19; 34:6, 7.

Therefore, God’s goodness includes h is m ercy as w ell 
as h is graciousness, h is  lov in g-k in d n ess, and h is tru th . In 
addition, h is goodness is  seen  in  th a t he is  “slow  to  
an ger ,” long-suffering. T hat does not m ean, though , th a t  
he is  like an overindulgent parent, a llow ing s in  to  con- 
tinu e unchecked forever. “B y no m eans w ill he g ive  
exem ption from p u n ish m en t” to unrep en tan t sin n ers. A  
good God cannot allow w ickedness to  e x is t  unchecked.

The Abundance of God’s Goodness
Consider, now, som e o f th e w ays God has show n his  

goodness. To start w ith , he w as good to  hum ans w hen he 
first created the earth. He did not provide m erely  th e  bare 
essen tia ls  for hum an life. Rather, he richly endow ed our 
planet to  make liv in g  on it  a true delight. He gave food 
and drink in  great variety . He m ade a fa sc in a tin g  diver- 
s ity  o f anim als and birds, and he created  flow ers th a t add 
color and beauty to our surroundings. A dditionally , he  
made m any d ifferent k inds of scenery th a t are a delight  
to  look at. W hy, each tim e we see a glorious su n se t or a 
m agnificent cloud form ation, we see evidence o f th e good- 
n ess of God!

W hen he created m an and w om an, God’s good n ess w as  
seen  again. He gave Adam and Eve perfect, h ea lth y

GOD is  g ood ! H ow  
m a n y  t im e s  h a v e  
you heard th a t ex- 

p ression  or even  u sed  it  
yourself?  B u t did you ever  
re flec t on  th e  fu ll scope  
o f G od’s good n ess in  your  
b eh a lf?  S u ch  m e d ita t io n  
d eep en s our ap p recia tion  
o f th e  k ind  o f God w e wor- 
ship.

F irst, though , w e need  to  
u n d erstan d  w h at goodness  
is . G oodness, o f course, is  
th e  quality  o f b ein g  good  
as opposed to  b ein g  w ick- 
ed. B u t goodness is  m ore 
th an  th a t. It is  an  active  
q u a lity .  A  g o o d  p e r s o n  
does good. A nd God, in  h is  
g o o d n e ss , d oes so  m a n y  
good th in g s  for us th a t our 
h earts w arm  to  h im .

The w ide range o f G od’s 
g o o d n e ss  is  se en  in  h is  
w ords to  M oses in  th e w il- 
d ern ess o f S inai. There, he  
prom ised h is fa ith fu l ser- 
vant: “I m y se lf shall cause  
all m y goodness to  pass be- 
fore your fa ce .” F ulfilling  
th a t prom ise and u sin g  h is  
ow n  n a m e, God fu r th e r  
says: “Jehovah, Jehovah, a 
God m ercifu l and gracious, 
slow  to  anger and abun- 
d a n t in  lo v in g -k in d n e s s  
a n d  t r u t h ,  p r e s e r v in g  
lo v in g -k in d n ess  for th ou -  
san d s, pardoning error and
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of God's goodness
m akeup o f th in g s. Truly, 
Jehovah is  good to m an- 
kind , ev en  th ou gh  m any  
arrogantly  say  th a t there  
is  no God, and others abuse  
h is  g o o d n e ss  for  se lf ish  

ends, even  to  th e ex ten t  
o f op p ressin g  fellow  

h u m a n s .  — P s a lm  
14:1.

God’s Goodness 
to Believers
If, though, God 

has been  good to  
m ankind in  gener- 

al, h is  d ea lin gs w ith  
believers tru ly  w arm  th e  
heart. To b egin  w ith , w h en  
A dam  an d  E ve f ir s t  re-  
belled, God prophesied th a t  
a “seed ” w ould appear who 
would even tu a lly  overcom e  
th e bad effects o f th eir  sin . 
(G e n e s is  3 :1 5 )  A s t im e  
p assed , m an y  o f  A d am ’s 
d e s c e n d a n t s  w o r s h ip e d  
God fa ith fu lly  d esp ite  th eir  
im perfection , and th is  ear- 
ly prophecy gave them  the  
hope o f a b e tter  fu tu re . 
One of th ese  fa ith fu l wor- 
s h ip e r s ,  A b r a h a m , w a s  
e v e n  c a l le d  “J e h o v a h ’s 
fr ien d .”— Jam es 2:23.

God prom ised Abraham  
th a t h is  d escen d an ts w ould  
grow  in to  m a n y  n a tio n s  
a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r in c ip a l  
line o f h is  o ffspring  would

bodies and se t them  in  th e garden of 
Eden. Then he gave th em  an ex c itin g  
and ch a llen g in g  com m ission: “Fill the  
earth  and subdue i t .” T hus, he se t before 
them  th e  prospect o f en joyin g  life  forever in  a 
paradise earth  am ong th e ir  m any offspring. (G en- 
esis  1:26-28; 2:7-9) W hat a w onderful w edding pres- 
en t for the first hum an couple!

Even w hen A dam  and Eve rebelled, God did not totally  
abandon them . A t th a t point, if  he had punished them  
w ith  in sta n t death , he w ould have been doing only w hat 
w as just. H ow ever, he w as good to th e now sin fu l hum an  
pair. H e allow ed them  to  live  on for a w hile and to have 
ch ildren .— G en esis 5:1-5.

M oreover, G od’s good n ess h as continued  toward fallen  
m ankind sin ce  th en . A s K ing David said: “Jehovah is  
good to all, and h is  m ercies are over all h is w orks.” 
(P salm  145:9) He provides abundantly  so th at hum an life  
can con tin u e on h is  property, th e earth . J esu s said to  the  
Jew s o f h is  day: “Your Father who is in  the heavens . . . 
m akes h is su n  rise  upon w icked people and good and  
m akes it  rain upon r igh teou s people and u n righ teou s.” 
(M atthew  5:45) A n y h u n ger or deprivation  th at ex ists  is  
not because God has fa iled  to  provide for m ankind. It is  
because o f th e  corruption, cruelty, and inefficiency o f  
hum ans.

God also  allow s m ankind to  exploit th e earth ’s m ineral 
w ealth , and he has n ot concealed from  them  a m easure o f  
u n d erstan d in g  o f th e  starry  heavens and the physical
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E ventually , J esu s cam e to  earth  and  
proved to be th e “seed” foretold in  th at  
prophecy u ttered  back in  Eden. (G en esis  
3:15) The Bible says: “God loved th e  world  
so much th a t he gave h is on ly -b egotten  
Son, in  order th a t everyone ex e rc is in g  
fa ith  in  him  m ight not be destroyed  but 
have everlastin g  l ife .” (John 3 :16) The 
death o f Jesu s provided a ransom  to  buy  
hum ans out of sin  and restore them  to  
perfection. Thus, the bad effects o f A dam ’s 
sin  would finally be overcom e. A s Paul 
wrote to th e  Romans: “Through th e disobe- 
dience of th e  one m an m any w ere con sti-  
tuted  sin ners, likew ise also through the  
obedience o f th e  one person m any w ill 
be con stitu ted  r igh teou s.” (R om ans 5:19) 
Thanks to God’s goodness, r ighthearted  
hum ans now had th e  hope o f a tta in in g  
everlasting  life. They m ay even  becom e 
friends of God, as Abraham  did.

God con tin u es to show  good n ess even  
today to th ose who w orship him . H e g iv es  
counsel through th e  B ible to  help them  
handle their  problem s. (P salm  119:105) 
He offers th e  free g ift  o f h is  sp ir it to  help  
them  m easure up to h is  r igh teou s stan -  
dards. And he reveals h is  purposes, so that  
true C hristians look forw ard to  a new  
world o f r igh teou sn ess th a t w ill be ush- 
ered in  after th is  old world p a sses  away. 
(Proverbs 4:18; 2 P eter  3:13) C h ristian s  
are confident about such  th in g s  because  
God, in  h is  goodness, has revealed them  in  
his in fallib le W ord.— 2 T im othy 3:16.

Yes, a consideration  o f God’s goodness  
surely w arm s our hearts tow ard him . B ut 
it  also ra ises a question:

How Much Will You 
Benefit From God’s Goodness?

In fact, w hoever you  are, you already  
benefit from  God’s goodness. You breathe, 
you eat, you drink, you enjoy life — all g ifts  
from  God. B u t do you benefit as fu lly  as 
possible? Rem em ber, God’s good n ess to

in h erit th e  land o f C anaan. In fulfillm ent 
of th is , th e  Israelites, A braham ’s descen- 
d an ts, w ere la ter  organized in to  a nation . 
(G en esis  1 7 : 3 8 E ;־ xodus 19:6) A gain , God 
w as good to th is  new  n ation , delivering  
th em  from  slavery  in  E gypt, protecting  
them  in  th e  w ild ern ess, providing them  a 
law  code and a priesthood, and finally  
g iv in g  th em  th e  fertile  land o f Canaan as 
an in h eritan ce .

E ven tu a lly , Israel becam e a kingdom , 
and Jehovah  com m issioned  its  third hu- 
m an k in g , Solom on, to  build a tem ple in  
Jeru sa lem  as a world cen ter  for H is wor- 
ship . W h en  th e tem ple w as com pleted, 
th ere  w as a m agn ificen t dedication  cere- 
m ony and a joyous festiva l. A fterw ard, the  
record says, th e  Israelites “began to bless  
th e  k in g  and to  go to th e ir  hom es, rejoic- 
in g  and fee lin g  m erry o f heart over all the  
good n ess th a t Jehovah had perform ed.” 
(1 K in gs 8:66) There w ere other occasions  
too w h en  th e Isra e lite s’ h earts overflowed  
because o f G od’s goodness to  them .

U n happily , though, th ey  did not alw ays 
appreciate th eir  priv ilege o f being  wor- 
sh ip ers o f th e  one tru e God. E ventually , 
th e  Isra e lites  as a w hole becam e unfaith -  
ful, and in  607  B .C .E ., Jehovah allowed  
them  to  be carried off as captives to  Bab- 
ylon . A s God had said  to M oses, because  
o f H is very goodness “by no m eans w ill he 
g ive  exem p tion  from  p u n ish m en t.”— Exo- 
dus 34:7.

H ow ever, a fter  70 years God k indly  
brought a fa ith fu l rem nan t o f Israelites  
back to  th e ir  ow n land. W hat m oved him  
to  do so? H is goodness. Jerem iah w rote 
prophetically  o f th e  Isra e lite s’ return from  
Babylon: “T hey w ill certa in ly  come and  
cry out joyfu lly  on th e h eigh t o f Zion and  
becom e radiant over th e goodness o f Jeho- 
vah .” The prophet w en t on: “ ‘W ith  m y  
good n ess m y ow n people w ill becom e sat- 
is fied ,’ is  th e  u tteran ce o f Jehovah .”— Jer- 
em iah 31:12, 14.
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goodness. True, ״— ____ ___ ,   
K ing David w as confident o f a favorable  
answ er w hen he prayed: “The s in s  o f m y  
youth  and m y revolts 0  do not rem em ber. 
According to your lov in g-k in d n ess do you  
yourself rem em ber m e, for th e sake of 
your goodness, 0  Jeh ovah .” (P sa lm  25:7) 
Does th a t m ean th a t w e can allow  our- 
selves to  com m it s in s  in  th e  confident 
expectation  o f G od’s forg iven ess?  B y no  
m eans. Rem em ber, God’s good n ess m eans  
th at “by no m eans w ill he g ive  exem ption  
from  p u n ish m en t” to u n rep en ta n t s in -  
ners.

Enjoying God’s Goodness
Once w e fu lly  experience God’s good- 

ness, how our hearts warm  toward him! 
W e are encouraged to follow  th e fine ad- 
m onition  of the apostle Paul: “Go on walk- 
in g  as children o f ligh t, for th e fru itage  
of the ligh t co n sists  o f every sort o f good- 
n ess and righ teou sn ess and tru th .”— Ephe- 
sian s 5:8, 9.

Every day, w e are conscious o f G od’s 
lov ing  concern for us. E ven  under the  
m ost difficult c ircum stances, w e know  he 
does not abandon th ose  who love him . Y es, 
we experience th e  sublim e peace o f m ind  
of th e  p sa lm ist: “S u rely  good n ess and  
lo v in g -k in d n ess th em se lv es  w ill pursue  
me all th e days o f m y life; and I w ill dw ell 
in  th e house o f Jehovah to  th e len g th  o f  
d a y s.”— Psalm  23:6.

Adam  and E ve w as lim ited  a fter th ey  
sinned . S im ilarly , he w ill lim it h is bounty  
to  us u n less w e respond in  th e righ t w ay  
to h is k in d n esses. How can w e do th is?

The p sa lm ist prayed: “T each m e good- 
n ess, sen sib len ess  and know ledge them - 
selves, for in  your com m andm ents I have  
exerc ised  f a ith .” (P sa lm  119:66 ) T h at  
should be our prayer too. A s God is  good, 
we need to learn  to be good like him . Paul 
urged: “B ecom e im ita to rs  o f God, as be- 
loved ch ild ren .”— E p h esian s 5:1.

W e do th is , first by s tu d y in g  th e Bible 
to learn w h at good n ess is. Then, w e ask  
for G od’s help in  develop ing  th is quality. 
G oodness is  a fru it o f th e  sp irit, along  
w ith  “lo v e , joy , p eace , lo n g -su ffer in g , 
k in d n ess, . . . fa ith , m ild n ess, [and] self- 
control.” (G alatians 5:22, 23) W e can cul- 
tivate  all th ese  q u a lities by re ly in g  on  
God’s sp irit, s tu d y in g  th e B ible th at was  
inspired o f God, praying  to him  for help, 
and a ssocia tin g  w ith  like-m inded  Chris- 
t ia n s .— P sa lm  1 :1-3 ; 1 T h e ssa lo n ia n s  
5:17; H ebrew s 10:24, 25.

The Bible also says: “W ith  the m ention  
of the abundance o f your goodness th ey  
w ill bubble over, and b ecau se of your  
righ teou sn ess th ey  w ill cry out joyfu lly .” 
(P salm  M 5:7) Y es, God exp ects us to  tell 
others a b \u t  h is  goodness. W e should talk  
freely  aboVt our h eaven ly  Father.

F inally , we should n o t presum e on God’s



-----------------------------  Jesus’MMst>Y

God’s Voice Heard a Third Tim e
Pointing to the consequences of his 

approaching death, Jesus says: “And 
yet I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will 
draw men of all sorts to me.” His death 
is in no way a defeat, for by means of 
it, he will draw others to himself so that 
they may enjoy everlasting life.

But the crowd protests: “We heard 
from the Law that the Christ remains 
forever; and how is it you say that the 
Son of man must be lifted up? Who is 
this Son of man?”

Despite all the evidence, including 
hearing God’s own voice, most do not 
believe that Jesus is the true Son of 
man, the promised Messiah. Yet, as he 
did six months earlier at the Festival 
of Tabernacles, Jesus again speaks of 
himself as “the light” and encourages 
his listeners: “While you have the light, 
exercise faith in the light, in order to 
become sons of light.” After saying 
these things, Jesus goes off and hides, 
evidently because his life was in dan- 
ger.

The Jews’ lack of faith in Jesus fulfills 
the words of Isaiah about the ‘eyes of 
people being blinded and their hearts 
being hardened so that they do not turn 
around to be healed.’ Isaiah saw in vi- 
sion the heavenly courts of Jehovah, 
including Jesus in his prehuman glory 
along with Jehovah. Yet, the Jews, in 
fulfillment of what Isaiah wrote, stub- 
bornly reject the evidence that this One 
is their promised Deliverer.

On the other hand, many even of the 
rulers (evidently members of the Jewish 
high court, the Sanhedrin) actually put 
faith in Jesus. Nicodemus and Joseph 
of Arimathea are two o f these rulers.

WHILE at the temple, Jesus has 
been agonizing over the death 
that he soon must face. His 

main concern is how his Father’s repu- 
tation will be affected, so he prays: “Fa- 
ther, glorify your name.”

At that, a mighty voice comes from 
the heavens, proclaiming: “I both glori- 
tied it and will glorify it again.”

The crowd standing around are bewil- 
dered. “An angel has spoken to him,” 
some begin to say. Others claim that it 
thundered. But, indeed, it is Jehovah 
God who spoke! This, however, is not 
the first time God’s voice was heard in 
connection with Jesus.

At Jesus’ baptism, three and a half 
years earlier, John the Baptizer heard 
God say of Jesus: “This is my Son, the 
beloved, whom I have approved.” Then, 
sometime after the previous Passover, 
when Jesus was transfigured before 
them, James, John, and Peter heard 
God declare: “This is my Son, the be- 
loved, whom I have approved; listen to 
him.” And now, for the third time, on 
Nisan 10, four days before Jesus’ 
death, God’s voice is again heard by 
men. But this time Jehovah speaks so 
that multitudes can hear!

Jesus explains: “This voice has oc- 
curred, not for my sake, but for your 
sakes.” It provides proof that Jesus is 
indeed God’s Son, the promised Mes- 
siah. “Now there is a judging of this 
world,” Jesus continues, “now the ruler 
of this world will be cast out.” Jesus’ 
faithful life course, in effect, confirms 
that Satan the Devil, the ruler of the 
world, deserves to be “cast out,” exe- 
cuted.
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But the rulers, at least for the present, 
fail to declare their faith, for fear of 
being expelled from their positions in 
the synagogue. How much such ones 
miss out on!

Jesus goes on to note: “He that puts 
faith in me puts faith, not in me only, but 
in him also that sent me; and he that 
beholds me beholds also him that sent 
me... . But if anyone hears my sayings 
and does not keep them, I do not judge 
him; for I came, not to judge the world, 
but to save the world.. . .  The word that 
I have spoken is what will judge him in 
the last day.”

Jehovah’s love for the world of man- 
kind moved him to send Jesus so that 
those who put faith in him might be 
saved. Whether people are saved will 
be determined by whether they obey 
the things God instructed Jesus to 
speak. The judgment will take place 

“in the last day,” dur- 
ing Christ’s Thousand

Jesus concludes by saying: “I have 
not spoken out of my own impulse, but 
the Father himself who sent me has 
given me a commandment as to what to 
tell and what to speak. Also, I know that 
his commandment means everlasting 
life. Therefore the things I speak, just as 
the Father has told me them, so I speak 
them.” John 12:28-50; 19:38,39; Mat- 
thew 3:17; 17:5; Isaiah 6:1, 8-10.
♦ On what three occasions was God’s voice 
heard with regard to Jesus?
♦ How did the prophet Isaiah see Jesus’ glory?
♦ Who are the rulers that put faith in Jesus, 
why do they not confess him?
♦ What is “the last day,” and by what means 
people be judged then?



_______Why we need
ACCURATE KNOWLEDGE

"  That is also w hy we, from the day we heard of it, have not ceased praying for 
you and asking that you may be filled with the accurate knowledge of his will in 

all wisdom and spiritual comprehension."— COLOSS1ANS

2 M illions o f people have a gen era l idea  
about God. They say th a t th ey  b elieve in  
God, a lthough th eir  action s o ften  belie  
th at claim . One m ission ary  would som e- 
tim es ask a householder: “A s a C atholic, 
you m ust believe in  God, r igh t?” A nd the  
answ er would be, w ith  a gestu re  tow ard  
the heavens: “W ell, I b elieve th a t there  
has to be som eth ing  out th e re .” W ould you  
call th at accurate know ledge and com pre- 
hension  of God? H ardly. A nd often  th e

2. What difference between the two kinds of 
knowledge have you noticed in the field of reli- 
gion?

EARLY everyone know s w hat a 
w atch  is, but how  m any know  
how  one w orks? You m ay have a 

gen era l idea, but could you take one apart, 
repair it, and put it  togeth er  again? A  
w atchm aker certa in ly  could. W hy? Be- 
cause he has an accurate, com prehensive  
know ledge o f how  a w atch  functions. And  
th a t illu s tr a te s  th e  d ifferen ce betw een  
general and accurate know ledge o f a sub- 
ject.

1. Illustrate the difference between general and 
accurate knowledge.
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in g  to  Greek scholar W . E. V ine, m eans  
“prim arily a seek in g  to  know , an  enqui- 
ry, in v estig a tio n ,” esp ecia lly  of sp iritual 
tru th  in  th e con tex t o f th e Scriptures.

5 E-pi'gno-sis, according to  G reek scholar  
Thayer, m eans “precise and correct know l- 
ed ge.” And in  th e verb form , it m eans  
“to becom e thoroughly acquainted w ith , 
to  know  thoroughly; to  know  accurate- 
ly, know w ell.” W . E. V ine s ta te s  th at  
e-pi'gno-sis “denotes exact or fu ll know l- 
edge, d iscernm ent, reco g n itio n .” H e adds 
th at it exp resses “a fu ller  or a fu ll know l- 
edge, a greater participation  by th e know- 
er in  the object know n, thus more power- 
fully influencing him.” (Ita lics ours.) A s we  
w ill see, th is  la st  exp ression  is  o f v ita l 
im portance to  a C h ristian .

6 O nly tw o B ible w riters u se  th e Greek  
word e-pi'gno-sis. T hey are Paul and P eter, 
who em ploy the word a to ta l o f  20 tim es.*  
Apart from  Luke, th ey  are a lso  th e  only  
ones to use the word gno'sis, Paul u s in g  it  
23 tim es and P eter 4 tim es. Their w r itin g s  
are therefore a valuable gu ide as to  th e  
im portance o f accurate know ledge w ith  a 
view  to sa lvation . A s Paul sta ted  to Tim - 
othy: “This is fine and acceptable in  th e  
sigh t o f our Savior, God, w h ose w ill is  th a t  
all sorts o f m en should  be saved  and  
come to an  accurate know ledge o f tr u th .” 
— 1 T im othy 2:3, 4.

Why Accurate 
Knowledge Is Important

7 Therefore, g a in in g  accurate know ledge

* As listed in the Comprehensive Concordance of 
the New World Translation of the Holy Scriptures, 
page 17; also Philemon 6 (See The Kingdom Inter- 
linear Translation of the Greek Scriptures.).

6. Which Bible writers use the words for 
“knowledge” and “accurate knowledge,” and why 
is accurate knowledge important?
7. (a) To be of value, how must knowledge affect 
us? (b) What danger exists if we neglect knowl- 
edge?

resu lt o f such vagu en ess is  th a t th e con- 
duct o f th ose  p ro fessin g  to  be C hristians  
is not C hristian . (Com pare T itu s 1:16.) 
The resu ltin g  s itu a tio n  is  a s Paul de- 
scribed it: “J u st as th ey  did not approve 
of hold ing God in  accurate know ledge, God 
gave them  up to a disapproved m ental 
s ta te .”— R om ans 1:28.

3 In w h at d id  th a t  lack  o f accu rate  
know ledge re su lt  in  th e  first century?

P e o p le  w ere  d o in g  “th e  
th in gs not fittin g , filled as 
they were w ith  all unrigh- 

teou sn ess, w ickedness, covet- 
ousness, badness, being full of 

envy, murder, strife, 
d e c e it , m a lic iou s  

d isp o sitio n , be- 
in g  w h isp e r -  
e r s , b a ck b it-  
ers, haters of 
God, insolent, 
haughty, self- 
assum ing, in- 
ventors of in- 

jurious th in gs, 
d is o b e d ie n t  to  

p a ren ts , w ith o u t  
understanding, false  

to  agreem ents, having no  
natural affection, m erciless.” Their lack of 
accurate know ledge m eant th a t their hearts  
were not m otivated toward righteous acts. 
— Rom ans 1:28-31; Proverbs 2:2, 10.

What Is the Difference?
4 T his d ifference betw een  general and  

accu rate k n o w led g e  is  im p lied  in  th e  
G reek  S c r ip tu r e s . T he o r ig in a l G reek  
speaks o f gno'sis, know ledge, and e-pi'gno- 
sis, accurate know ledge. The first, accord-

3. What results when people reject accurate 
knowledge of God’s will?
4, 5. According to Greek scholars, what are 
some differences between gno'sis and e-pi'gno- 
sis?
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in g  harder and harder to  m ain ta in  our 
C h r is tia n  in te g r i ty  in  th is  d e g r a d e d  
world. C hristian  eth ics, va lues, and stan -  
dards are scorned and disdained . The fa ith  
of Jehovah’s W itn esses  is  under attack  
from all s id es— by th e clergy  o f C h risten -  
dom who hate th e K ingdom  m essa g e  w e  
take from  house to  house, by ap osta tes  
who collaborate w ith  C h ristendom ’s cler- 
gy, by m edical au th orities who w an t to  
im pose blood tran sfu sion s on u s and our 
children, by a th e istic  sc ie n tis ts  who reject 
belief in  God and th e creation , and by 
those who try  to force us to com prom ise  
our n eu trality . All th is  opposition  is  or- 
ch estrated  by Satan , th e  ruler o f dark- 
n ess and ignorance, th e  en em y of ac- 
curate know ledge.— 2 C orinth ians 4:3-6; 
E phesians 4:17, 18; 6:11, 12.

10 P ressu res m ay m ount in  daily  life  to  
influence a C hristian  to do w h at o thers are 
doing, w hether it  be tak in g  drugs, drink- 
in g  im m oderately, practicin g  im m orality  
and v iolence, stea lin g , ly in g , c h ea tin g , 
dropping out o f school, or ju st seek in g  a 
life  o f selfish  pleasure. That is w hy accu- 
rate know ledge is v ita l. A  fu ller know ledge  
of God’s W ord and purpose can m ore pow- 
erfully in fluence our th in k in g  and our ac- 
tion s in  a p ositive  w ay .— R om ans 12:1, 2.

A Modern Prodigal Son
11 W e can illu strate th is  by th e real-life  

case o f a young m an who, w h en  h e  w as  
about 14 years o f age and already a bap- 
tized  C hristian , had h is love o f th e  tru th  
tested . Like m any young people, loved 
sports, especially  soccer. B u t there was 
a problem. H is school played soccer the  
sam e n igh t th a t the con gregation  had its  
m eetin gs. H is sp iritu a lity  w as not stron g

10. What pressures may mount against us, and 
what do we need to counteract them?
11, 12. What real-life experience illustrates the 
folly of rejecting accurate knowledge of the 
truth?

o f th e  tru th  as ta u g h t in  the Bible is a 
key to  sa lvation . H owever, th at knowl- 
ed ge m u st reach th e  heart, th e  seat of 
m otivation . It cannot rem ain  as an in te l-  
lectu a l or academ ic exercise . Moreover, 
once it  has been  gained , know ledge o f the  
tru th  has to  be u sed  and replenished. W hy  
is  th at?  B ecau se  th e  m em ory, like an un- 
u sed  m uscle , m ay becom e w eak and defi- 
c ien t, in  w hich case w e m ay easily  neglect 
our sp ir itu a lity  and b egin  to drift and 
w aver in  our fa ith . W e m ay loosen our 
grip  on “th e  very  know ledge o f G od.” 
Soon, th is  w averin g  m ay be reflected in  
la x  th in k in g  ab ility  and even  unchristian  
con d u ct.— Proverbs 2:5; H ebrew s 2:1.

8 W e appreciate, th en , w hy Solom on, 
w h en  he w as fa ith fu l, h igh ly  esteem ed  
w isdom , d iscern m en t, and th in k in g  abili- 
ty . H e wrote: “W hen w isdom  en ters into  
your heart and know ledge its e lf  becom es 
p leasan t to  your very soul, th in k in g  abili- 
ty  its e lf  w ill keep guard over you, discern- 
m en t its e lf  w ill safeguard  you, to  deliv- 
er you from  th e  bad w a y .”* (Proverbs 2: 
10-12) T h ese w ords im ply th a t we m ust 
d ev elo p  a fe r v e n t  d es ire  for accu rate  
know ledge, w hich can affect th e heart and 
th e  very soul. Furtherm ore, it  is a founda- 
tion  for good th in k in g  ability . And why is 
th is  so  im p ortan t today?

9 W e are liv in g  in  “th e la st d ays” when, 
as P au l p rophesied , th ere  have “com e  
tim es o f s tr e s s ” or “a tim e o f trou b les.” 
(2  T im othy 3:1, Revised S tan d ard  Ver- 
sion; The New E nglish  Bible) It is becom-

* To get a better understanding of the shades of 
meaning of the words “knowledge,” “thinking abili־ 
ty,” “wisdom,” and others found in Proverbs, see 
Insight on the Scriptures, Volume 2, pages 180, 1094, 
1189, published in English by the Watchtower Bible 
and Tract Society of New York, Inc.

8. What value did Solomon see in wisdom and 
knowledge?
9. Who are some enemies of Christian spiritual- 
ity?
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Dire Results of Spiritual Neglect
14 W hat lesson  can be learned from  th is  

and sim ilar cases?  T hat once w e have  
gained accurate know ledge o f th e tru th , 
w e need con stan tly  to renew  th e sp iritual 
circu its o f the m ind so as n o t to  fall away. 
Our spiritual resources m ay becom e w eak  
if  w e neg lect personal and fam ily  study, 
C h ristian  m ee tin g s , and  th e  m in istry . 
Then w hat m ay happen? A  once stron g  
C hristian  m ay drift aw ay from  th e  fa ith , 
perhaps even  fa llin g  in to  w rong conduct, 
such as im m orality, or slip p in g  down the  
slithery  slide o f doubt and m isinform a- 
tion  in to  apostasy. (H ebrew s 2:1; 3:12; 6: 
1 1 ,1 2 )  Foolishly, som e have even  returned  
to  the B abylonish  tea ch in g s o f th e T rin ity  
and the im m ortality  o f th e  soul!

15 P eter’s words are surely  appropriate: 
“C ertainly if, a fter h av in g  escaped from  
the defilem ents of th e world by an accu- 
rate know ledge o f th e  Lord and Savior  
Jesu s C hrist, they  g e t involved  again  w ith  
th ese  very th in g s  and are overcom e, the  
final cond itions have becom e w orse for  
them  than  th e first. For it  would have  
been b etter  for them  n ot to  have accurate- 
ly know n the path  o f r ig h teo u sn ess  than  
after know ing it  accurately  to turn  aw ay  
from  th e holy com m andm ent delivered to  
them . The say in g  o f th e  true proverb has 
happened to them : ‘The dog h as returned  
to  its  own vom it, and th e  sow  th a t w as  
bathed to rolling in  th e m ire .’ ”— 2 P eter  
2:20-22.

16Those who reject an accurate know l- 
edge o f th e tru th  o ften  choose th e pathw ay  
o f exp ed ien cy . T h ey n o  lo n g er  accep t  
the resp onsib ility  o f regularly  a tten d in g  
C hristian  m eetin gs or o f partic ip atin g  in

14. (a) To avoid falling away, what must we do? 
(b) What has happened to some Christians?
15. What warning did Peter give about falling 
away?
16. (a) How have some been misled in recent 
times? (b) Into what acts of conduct have misled 
ones fallen?

enough for h im  properly to  evaluate the  
superficial value o f soccer as com pared to  
the la stin g  value o f a tten d in g  C hristian  
m eetin gs w ith  h is  w idow ed m other and  
his younger brother and s is ter . So he  
ceased to act according to  accurate know l- 
edge and decided to  drop out o f th e truth . 
E ventually , he w as d isfellow shipped . Lat- 
er, he w en t on to  do m ilitary  service, 
where he got involved  w ith  drugs.

12 In 1986, w h en  th is  you n g  m an w as  
released from  th e arm y, he cam e to h is  
sen ses , and he w rote a le tter  to a friend of 
the fam ily  who had served on the judicial 
com m ittee th a t d isfellow sh ipp ed  him . In it  
h e stated: “I am  happy to  be able to  te ll  
you som e im portant new s: I have come 
back to th e  tru th . . . .  I have com e to  
realize w hat th e apostle  P aul said  at 2 Co- 
rin th ian s 4:4, th a t th ere  is  a god of th is  
system  o f th in g s  who is  b lin d in g  the m ind. 
For a lon g  tim e, I have been  blind spiritu- 
ally to  th e  th in g s  th a t w ere happening  
around m e. W hen I le ft  th e  tru th , I did not 
know w h at a risk  I w as ru n n in g . B ut w ith  
tim e, and th an k s to  Jehovah God, I have  
been able to  appreciate clearly th at I was 
w rong in  m y bad course o f a c tio n .”— Com- 
pare Luke 15:11-24.

13 T his you n g  m an has returned to the  
pathw ay o f accurate know ledge. Now  he is  
able “to w alk w orth ily  o f Jehovah to the  
end o f fu lly  p leasin g  h im .” He can also “go  
on bearin g  fru it in  every good work and  
in creasin g  in  th e  accurate know ledge of 
God” as he pursues h is  associa tion  w ith  
th e C h ristian  con gregation . And w hat a 
refresh in g  b less in g  he has becom e to  h is  
fam ily  by once again  becom ing a follower  
of Christ! Do you know  o f sim ilar exam - 
pies?— C olossians 1:9, 10; M atthew  11: 
28-30.

13. If they truly repent, what may be the posi- 
tive outcome for some who have fallen by the 
wayside? (2 Timothy 2:24-26)
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Zeal With Accurate Knowledge
18 The Jew ish  clergy o f P au l’s day cer- 

ta in ly  had know ledge o f th e H ebrew  Scrip- 
tures. B ut w as it  accurate know ledge? Did  
it  draw them  toward C hrist as th e  prom - 
ised  M essiah? Paul argues th a t th ey  w ere  
so com m itted  to  e sta b lish in g  th e ir  ow n  
righ teou sn ess by m eans o f th e  Law  th a t  
th ey  w ould  n o t su b ject th e m se lv e s  to  
“C hrist [w ho] is th e end o f th e  L aw .” 
Therefore Paul could say o f them : “For I 
bear them  w itn ess  th a t they  have a zeal 
for God; but not according to  accurate  
know ledge.”— Rom ans 10:1-4.

19 So how can we obtain  th is  accurate  
know ledge? B y personal stu d y  and m edi- 
tation , along w ith  prayer and m ee tin g  at- 
tendance. T his m eans a co n sta n t recharg- 
in g  of our sp iritual b a tter ies , as it  w ere. 
W e cannot afford to  rely  on ly  on th e  
know ledge w e in itia lly  ga ined  w hen we  
accepted th e tru th . C ontinually, w e have  
to  tak e  in  so lid  sp ir itu a l food , a ccu -  
rate know ledge, by m eans o f co n scien tiou s  
personal study. T hus P au l’s cou n sel is  ap- 
propriate: “Solid food belon gs to  m ature  
people, to  th ose who through  u se  have  
th eir  perceptive pow ers tra ined  to  d istin -  
gu ish  both righ t and w rong. For th is  rea- 
son, now  th at we have le ft  th e prim ary  
doctrine about the C hrist, le t  u s press  
on to m aturity , not la y in g  a foundation  
a g a in , n a m ely , r e p en ta n ce  from  dead  
works, and fa ith  tow ard God . . . A nd th is  
we w ill do, if  God indeed p erm its .”— He- 
brews 5 :14 -6 :3 .

20 The q u estion s now  are, W hat too ls do 
w e have to help u s to obtain  accurate  
know ledge? And in  view  of our busy  lives, 
w hen can w e stu dy God’s W ord? The fol- 
low ing article w ill consider th ese  and re- 
lated subjects.

18. According to Paul, why did the Jewish clergy 
fail to accept Christ?
19, 20. (a) How can we obtain accurate knowl- 
edge? (b) What questions remain to be an- 
swered?

th e house-to-house m in istry . Som e even  
go  back to  sm oking! O thers are happy that  
th ey  no lon ger have to  stan d  out as differ- 
e n t  over th e issu e  o f C hristian  neutrality  
and th e m isu se  o f blood. Oh, w hat free- 
dom! N ow  th ey  can even  vote for one of 
th e  politica l p arties o f th e  “wild b ea st.” 
(R evela tion  13:1, 7) T hus, as unsteady  
sou ls, som e have been  seduced and m isled  
from  th e  s tra ig h t path  o f accurate know l- 
edge by th ose  who, w hile ‘prom ising them  
freedom , are th em selv es  e x is t in g  as slaves  
of corru ption .’— 2 P eter  2:15-19.

17 U n le ss  such ones repent and return to  
th e  tru th , th ey  expose th em selves to  the  
ju d gm en t th a t Paul outlined: “For if  we 
practice s in  w illfu lly  a fter  h av in g  received  
th e  accurate know ledge o f th e tru th , there  
is  no longer any sacrifice for sin s left, but 
there is  a certa in  fearfu l expectation  of 
judgm en t and there is  a fiery jealousy that  
is go in g  to  consum e th ose  in  opposition .” 
H ow u n w ise  and sh o rts ig h ted  it  is  to  
abandon th e  accurate know ledge o f Jeho- 
vah God and C hrist J esu s for th e apos- 
ta te  tea ch in g s o f C hristendom !— Hebrews 
6:4-6; 10:26, 27.

17. What danger exists for those who fall away 
from accurate knowledge of the truth?

Questions to Answer
□ What is the difference between 
“knowledge” and “accurate 
knowledge”?
□ Why is accurate knowledge so 
important in these last days?
□ How might some be tempted to 
fall away from the truth?
□ What warning does Peter give us 
about rejecting accurate knowledge?
□ What must we do to obtain and 
retain accurate knowledge?
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Do von seek
HIDDEN TREASURES?

"May undeserved kindness and peace be increased to you by an accurate 
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord. " — 2 peter 1-2.

bread or a plate o f rice w ith  a drink of 
w ater would be w orth far m ore than  gold.

2 W hy, then, is  gold so h igh ly  valued?  
For one th in g , it  is  scarce and difficult to  
obtain. For exam ple, w hen  th e  Em pire gold  
m ine in  northern C alifornia closed dow n in  
1957 because it  w as no longer profitable, 
m iners w ere d igg in g  a t a vertica l depth of 
over 5 ,000 feet but had to descend tw o  
m iles diagonally to  reach th e  gold. U p to  
that point, the h igh  price o f gold had m ade

WHY is  gold so expensive? It is  
only a so ft m etal, y e t its  value 
goes in to  hundreds o f dollars per 

ounce. True, it  is  m alleable and m akes an  
attractive  adornm ent in  th e  form  of a r ing  
or a bracelet. (1 T im othy 2:9; Jam es 2:2) 
Yet, if  you w ere lost in  a desert, dying of 
hunger and th irst, you could not eat it  or 
drink it. In th a t c ircum stance a loaf of

1, 2. What factors make gold valuable and ex- 
pensive?
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11, 12) A nointed ones, especially , m ust 
m ake their calling sure by not n eg lectin g  
the free g ift  o f God’s undeserved kind- 
ness. That is  why they  m ust co n sta n tly  
stren gth en  th eir  sp iritual resources by re- 
furb ish ing  th e ir  accurate k n ow ledge of 
God’s w ill and W ord.— E phesians 3:7; H e- 
brews 6:4-6; 2 P eter 1:9-12.

6 W hat about those w hose hope is  ever- 
la stin g  life  on earth? W hy is accurate  
know ledge v ita l for them ? B ecause there  
are no degrees o f C hristian  in tegr ity , as 
if  there were a higher standard for the  
anointed, who have a heavenly  hope, than  
for the other sheep, who have an earthly  
hope. (John 10:16; 2 P eter 3:13) C h ristian  
principles apply equally to  all. For th a t  
reason, all o f us need to recharge our spir- 
itual batteries w ith  accurate know ledge on  
a regular basis. B ut tim e and effort are 
involved. W e m ust engage in  sp iritual d ig- 
ging , as if  for h idden trea su res.— P salm  
105:4, 5.

Buying Out Time to Dig
7 M ost people tod ay  lead  b u sy  liv e s , 

and as C hristians w e seem  to  be even  
b u sier  th a n  m o st w ith  our sc h e d u le s  
for Bible m eetin gs, field service, secu lar  
w ork, h o u sew o rk , sch oo lw ork , and  so  
forth. Y et, ju st as w e schedule tim e each  
day to eat, so we m ust se t aside tim e to  
feed our m ind and our sp irituality . It was 
no idle rem ark th a t Jesu s m ade w hen he 
quoted D euteronom y 8:3: “It is  w ritten , 
‘Man m ust live, not on bread alone, but on  
every u tterance com ing forth  through Je- 
hovah’s m outh .’” (M atthew  4:4) If we ne- 
gleet our spirituality , we n eg lect our spir- 
itual values and our hope for th e future.

6. (a) Why do all of us need accurate knowl- 
edge, regardless of whether our hope is heavenly 
or earthly? (b) What is required to obtain accu- 
rate knowledge?
7. (a) What difficulties exist that might impede 
our obtaining accurate knowledge? (b) What 
may be the consequences of spiritual neglect?

it  w orth th e  huge effort to  keep on search- 
in g  for it.

3 W e, though, can dig  for som ething far 
m ore valuable than  gold. W hat is  it? W ise  
K ing Solom on gave an answ er som e 3,000  
years ago: “If, m oreover, you call out for 
u n d erstan d in g  its e lf  and you give forth  
your voice for d iscernm ent itse lf, if  you  
keep seek in g  for it as for silver, and as for 
hid treasu res you keep searching for it, in  
th a t case you w ill understand the fear of 
Jehovah, and you w ill find th e very knowl- 
edge o f G od.” Im agine puny hum ans being  
able to  find “the very know ledge of God”! 
— Proverbs 2:3-5.*

Why All Need Accurate Knowledge
4 S ince the tim e o f C hrist, th at essentia l 

know ledge has expanded to  include much 
m ore th an  w hat w as available to the faith- 
fu l H ebrew m en and w om en of old. As Paul 
expressed  it: “T hat th e  God of our Lord 
J esu s C hrist, th e F ather o f glory, m ay give  
you a sp irit o f w isdom  and of revelation in  
th e accurate know ledge o f him; the eyes of 
your heart having  been en lightened , that  
you m ay know  w hat is  th e hope to which  
he called you, w hat th e glorious riches are 
w hich he holds as an  inheritance for the  
holy o n es .”— E p hesians 1:17, 18.

5 B ack th en , th is  w as d irect counsel for 
th e  holy anointed  brothers o f Christ, and  
it  s till is  today. A s th e secondary part of 
th e “seed ” o f prom ise, such ones are spe- 
cial ta rg ets  for S a ta n ’s sp iritual subver- 
sion . (G a la tia n s 3:26-29; E p h esian s 6:

*Interestingly, at Proverbs 2:5 the expression 
“the very knowledge of God” appears in the Greek 
Septuagint as e-pi'gnosis, or “accurate knowledge,” 
one of the eight uses of that Greek word in the 
Septuagint.

3. What treasure can we seek?
4. What should be included in a Christian’s ac- 
curate knowledge?
5. Why do the anointed need to pay constant 
attention to their knowledge of God’s will?
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year, it is clear th a t m any brothers and  
sisters  have neglected  th eir  sp iritu ality . 
W earing and m ain ta in in g  “th e com plete  
su it o f armor from  G od” is not ju st a 
casual exercise. Even as in  th e case of a 
soldier w earing litera l armor, it  is a dai- 
ly d u ty .— E phesians 6 :1 0 1 8 ־ ; Rom ans 1: 
28-32; 2 T im othy 3:1.

11 Around the world th e more than  9 ,000  
m em bers of the 95 B eth el fam ilies at the  
branch offices o f th e W atch Tower Society  
have their fam ily stu d y every M onday eve- 
ning. They stu dy The Watchtower in  prep- 
aration for the w eekend m eetin g , and on 
m any occasions th ey  also  have a Bible 
lecture or a classroom  sessio n  for newer 
m em bers o f the fam ily. Yes, M onday is  
the worldwide B ethel fam ily  stu dy night. 
W hen is your personal or fam ily  study  
period?— Hebrews 10:24, 25.

Tools and How to Use Them
12 Ju st as a m iner has tools for h is trade, 

so we have tools w ith  w hich to  d ig  in to  the  
gold m ine of God’s W ord. Consider, for 
exam ple, the New World Translation of 
the Holy Scriptures— With References. It 
is presently published in  Dutch, E nglish , 
French, German, Italian , Japanese, Por- 
tuguese, and Spanish. Therefore, m ost of 
Jehovah’s W itn esses  have available a m ar- 
velous tool for obta in ing  accurate know l- 
edge of the true God. T his Bible ed ition  
incorporates thousands o f m arginal refer- 
ences and copious footnotes. It also has a 
36-page appendix w ith  detailed  inform a- 
tion  on a variety  of im portant Bible ques- 
tions.*

* For a detailed explanation of how to get the most 
out of the Reference Bible, see The Watchtower of 
November 1, 1985, pages 2730־.

11. What example does the Bethel family set in 
being organized for family study?
12. What are some of the outstanding study 
features of the New World Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures— With References?

Then we m ay begin  to slip  and waver. So 
how can we m ake tim e for regular personal 
Bible study?

8 The apostle P au l’s words are very ap־ 
propriate: “Keep str ic t w atch th at how you  
walk is not as u n w ise but as w ise persons, 
buying out the opportune tim e for your- 
selves, because the days are wicked. On 
th is  account cease becom ing unreasonable, 
but go on perceiving w hat th e w ill of Jeho- 
vah i s .” W e can perceive w hat Jehovah’s 
will is only if  w e pay a tten tio n  to h is W ord  
by m eans o f our personal study. And that  
m eans we m u st ‘buy out the opportune 
tim e’ or ‘m ake the b est use of our t im e .’ 
— Ephesians 5 : 1 5 1 7 ־ ; Phillips.

9 If we analyze our n on essen tia l activi- 
ties of each day, how do we find th at much  
of our free tim e is  spent? Is it  in  front of 
the telev ision  set?  That hypnotic appara- 
tus can stea l an yth in g  from  tw o to five 
hours each even in g  from  our life! How  
m any hours per day do you personally  
spend w atch ing  telev ision ? O ften, w hat is  
presented is, by its  em phasis on violence  
and sex, degrading. And frequently it is  
designed to appeal to  “th e desire of the  
flesh and the desire of th e eyes and the  
show y d isplay of o n e’s m ean s of l ife .” 
(1 John 2:15-17) Y et, m any lack the w ill- 
power to turn  the te lev is io n  off. Yes, th is  
modern in ven tion  can consum e our m ost 
precious a sset, tim e.

10 If we are h on est w ith  ourselves, we 
w ill recognize th at it  is  u sually  possible to  
redeem  tim e for essen tia l activ ities  such as 
Bible study. And personal Bible study that  
leads to accurate know ledge is essen tia l 
for a C hristian in th ese  critical tim es. Yet, 
w ith  over 4 1 ,0 0 0  d isfe llow sh ip p ed  la st

8. What Scriptural counsel gives us a proper 
perspective on personal study?
9. Where might we be losing time that can be 
redeemed for personal study? Give personal ex- 
periences.
10. Why is it so important today that we use our 
time wisely?
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15 If you w anted to pursue a m ore ex- 
haustive stu dy of “know ledge” and related  
term s, you could use th e Indexes o f the  
W atch Tower Society’s pub lications, w hich  
are available in  a num ber o f lan gu ages. 
And just as we have traced out th e  them e  
of know ledge, you can follow  th e  sam e  
procedure for hundreds of other subjects. 
Im agine the w ealth  o f in form ation  under  
Jehovah’s name! W hat an abundance o f  
accurate know ledge there is  about th e  Sov- 
ereign Lord of th e  universe!— Psalm  68: 
19, 20; A cts 4:24.

16 W ith  th ese  and other stu d y aids pub- 
lished by th e W atch Tower B ible and Tract 
Society, w hat beautifu l “hid trea su res” we 
can find! Do you w ant th e “gold”? Do you  
th ink  it is w orthw hile? W ill you m ake the  
tim e to dig for it? — Proverbs 2:1-5.

Who Takes the Lead
in Spiritual Mining?

17 W hat is the key to obtain ing th is  pre- 
cious know ledge of God and Christ? M oti- 
vation— a yearn in g  to have an approved  
stan d in g  w ith  Jehovah and h is  Son and a 
desire to receive the g ift  o f everlastin g  life . 
Jesus put it  th is  way: “Keep on ask ing, 
and it w ill be g iven  you; keep on seek in g , 
and you w ill find; keep on knocking, and i t  
will be opened to you. For everyone ask ing  
receives, and everyone seek in g  finds, and  
to everyone knocking it  w ill be opened .” 
But notice th e condition. J esu s said, ‘Keep  
on asking, seek ing, and knock ing .’ It is  
not just a onetim e th in g . The search for 
knowledge m ust be p ers isten t.— M atthew  
5:6; 7:7, 8.

18 In a C hristian fam ily, who m ust take

15. What other research tools do we have, and 
how can they be used?
16. What do the Scriptures say as to searching?
17. What must we do to obtain knowledge of 
God and Christ?
18. In a family, who should take the lead in 
seeking accurate knowledge, and why?

13 In th e  back, th e  Reference Bible has a 
l is t  o f principal “Bible W ords Indexed.” 
How can w e use that?  If you check your 
copy for th e expression  “accurate knowl- 
ed g e ,” you w ill find ten  tex ts  listed . B ut 
none of th ese  are in  th e  Hebrew Scrip- 
tures. Does th a t m ean th a t the Hebrew  
Scrip tures do not h igh ligh t the need for 
such know ledge? No. For under the word 
“k n ow led ge,” there are 24 references, in- 
eluding 18 from  the H ebrew Scriptures. 
H owever, th e  H ebrew language does not 
have a special word for “accurate knowl- 
e d g e .” So, as you w ill see from  the refer- 
en ces, it  som etim es h igh ligh ts the need for 
m ore th an  ju st general know ledge by link- 
in g  “know ledge” w ith  words such as “dis- 
cern m en t” and “in s ig h t” or speaking of 
know ledge as b ein g  “abundant.”— Daniel 
1:4; 12:4; Jerem iah 3:15.

14 A s w e learned in  the preceding article, 
B ible Greek conveyed a subtle difference 
betw een  th e tw o degrees o f knowledge. 
And as w e dig, w e w an t to  know more 
about th e difference betw een  these two  
exp ression s as they  apply to C hristians. 
W hy are know ledge, gno'sis, and accurate 
know ledge, e-pi'gno-sis, e ssen tia l for Chris- 
tian s?  W here can w e find the answer?  
In th e B ible encyclopedia Insight on the 
Scriptures. W hat a treasure house these  
volum es are! Look for th e heading “Knowl- 
ed g e .” There you w ill find a com plete arti- 
cle on th e term s w e are considering and  
on th e related  a ttributes wisdom , under- 
stan d in g , d iscernm ent, and th in k in g  abil- 
ity . A nd w e have found all th is  “gold ,” th is  
inform ation , ju st by u sin g  a few  Bible 
stu dy aids! B ut there is m ore.— Psalm  19: 
9, 10.

13. What interesting facts are presented re- 
garding the use of “knowledge” and “accurate 
knowledge” in the Hebrew Scriptures and the 
Greek Scriptures?
14. What interesting highlights are there under 
“knowledge” in Insight on the Scriptures?
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you not to  th in k  m ore o f h im se lf than  it  is  
necessary  to th ink; bu t to  th in k  so as to  
have a sound m ind, each one as God has 
distributed  to him  a m easure o f fa ith .” 
— Rom ans 12:3.

21 E arnest effort and th e  application  o f  
accurate know ledge can lead to  fa ith , vir- 
tue, self-control, endurance, godly devo- 
tion , brotherly affection , and love. P eter  
showed the im portance o f th ese  w hen he  
wrote: “For if  th ese  th in g s  e x is t  in  you  
and overflow, th ey  w ill prevent you from  
being either in active  or u n fru itfu l regard- 
in g  the accurate know ledge o f our Lord 
Jesu s C h rist.”— 2 P eter  1:2-8.

22 Our know ledge should affect th e heart. 
It should m ove us to  show  love for God 
and for neighbor and to becom e produc- 
tive C hristians in  our conduct and m inis- 
try. This w ill resu lt in  u n ity  and a fuller  
understanding o f the exam ple o f C hrist. 
(E phesians 4:13) W hat a fine reward for  
seek ing hidden treasures!

21, 22. How should our accurate knowledge af- 
feet us?

Questions to Ponder

□ According to King Solomon, what 
is more valuable than hidden 
treasures?

□ Why is accurate knowledge vital 
for the anointed and for the other 
sheep?

□ How can we buy out time for 
personal study?

□ What special tools do we have for 
digging for accurate knowledge?

□ Who should take the lead in 
family study, and with what motive 
should we study?

the lead in  d igg in g  for accurate knowl- 
edge? Paul answ ers: “You, fathers, do not 
be irr ita tin g  your ch ildren , but go on  
bringing them  up in  the discip line and  
m en tal-regulating o f Jeh ovah .” Yes, the  
parents, especially  th e father, m ust take  
the lead in  show ing appreciation for spiri- 
tual values. And th a t rem inds us again  
of the need for a regular arrangem ent th at  
the fam ily can expect and look forward to. 
— E phesians 6:4.

19 Fam ily stu dy periods can be m ade in- 
terestin g . For exam ple, i f  you have chil- 
dren, why not have them  choose a them e  
and then  a ss ig n  them  to  do research in  
different publications according to their  
age and ability. Then a fter h a lf an hour or 
so, come togeth er  and see w hat each one 
has discovered on the a ssign ed  subject. If 
a concordance is available, a youngster can  
count how m any tim es a certa in  word ap- 
pears in  the H ebrew Scriptures and the  
Greek Scriptures. Perhaps an older one 
will locate som e gem s in  th e Insight vol- 
um es. P arents know  th eir  children’s ca- 
pabilities and th eir  a tten tio n  span and 
should build th e sessio n  around those fac- 
tors. Be flexible and appreciative. Encour- 
age your fam ily in  th eir  sp iritual d igg in g  
— and have th e righ t m otive.

Digging With the Right Motive
20 M odesty is a C hristian  virtue. (Prov- 

erbs 11:2; 1 T im oth y  2:9) Should we, 
th en , be s tu d y in g  in  order to boast of 
w hat w e have learned? Or should w e m ake 
a public d isp lay  o f our know ledge and  
perhaps show  others up as ignorant? Or 
should we proclaim  our ow n interpreta- 
t io n s  or sp ecu la tio n s?  P au l counseled :  
“For th rou gh  th e  u n d eserved  k in d n ess  
g iven  to m e I te ll everyone there am ong

19. How can family study periods be made inter- 
esting? What is your family’s experience?
20. What wrong motive should we avoid in our 
personal study?
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ian sanctuary a t Lourdes, w here th e  sick  
hoped for m iraculous h ea lin gs.

I had never heard o f Jehovah’s W itn e ss-  
es u n til th e day w hen m y husband accept-  
ed tw o m agazines th a t I found very  in ter-  
estin g . W hat im pressed  m e m ost w as th a t  
the Bible w as quoted in support o f com - 
m en ts in  th e  m agazines. A t once I realized  
th at th ese  publications w ould be very  u se-  
ful in  acquiring a know ledge o f G od’s 
W ord. I w rote ask in g  for a subscrip tion  to  
both m agazines. Jehovah’s W itn esse s  v is-  
ited  me, and I began to  stu d y  th e  B ible.

I w as very en th u sia stic  about th e  B ible  
tru th s I w as learn ing  and began to  speak  
ab ou t th e m  to  a c q u a in ta n c e s . I w a s  
shocked by th e  reaction  o f a friend , th e  
one who organized th e relig iou s p ilgrim -  
ages, w hen I told her I w as ex a m in in g  
the B ible w ith  th e W itn esses. She be- 
cam e very angry  and said  such bad th in g s  
about them  th at I le ft. Then I had to  face  
opposition from  m y husband. (M atthew  
10:36) A t first it  w as difficult, but the  
m ore I put in to  practice th e th in g s  I w as  
learning, the m ore m y fam ily  life  changed  
for the better. I w as baptized  in  1977.

I realized th a t I would never have found  
the road to life  if  Jehovah’s W itn esse s  had  
not show n an in terest by try in g  to  help  
me com e to  know the B ib le’s m arvelous  
tru th s. I knew  th at I too w as under obli- 
gation  to do all I could to help  o thers com e 
to  know about Jehovah and h is  m arvelous  
purpose for th e future. How w as I go in g  to  
do th is?  The b est w ay w as to  take up th e  
full-tim e m in istry . S ince I lived  in  a reli- 
giously  divided household, th is  w as not 
easy for me. B ut I tru sted  in  Jehovah’s 
support and guidance and took refuge in  
him . Now, I am  liv in g  th e happiest years  
of m y life  as a regular pioneer. I am  
m ore convinced th a n  ever th a t “Jehovah  
is  good” and th a t an yon e “ tak es rei- 
uge in  h im ” is  happy.— P salm  34:8.

T he best help 
for knowing 

the future
By One Who Found the Road to Life

RELIGION played an im portant part 
in  th e  life  o f m y fam ily . My father  
w as a Jew , and even  though he 

had converted  to C atholicism  to m arry 
m y m other, he s till had great respect for 
th e  B ible. M other cam e from  a fam ily w ith  
deeply rooted C atholic tra d itio n s— tw o of  
her s is te r s  w ere n u n s, a cousin  w as a 
m onsignor, and tw o nephew s were friars.

D u ring th e  second world war, the anxi- 
e tie s , fears, and ever-presen t threat o f  
b ein g  deported to  a concentration  camp  
for b ein g  a Jew  brought m y father to an  
early  death . F irm ly b eliev in g  in  th e  doc- 
tr in e  o f  th e im m orta lity  o f the soul, my 
m other took part in  sp ir itistic  seances, 
try in g  to  g e t in  con tact w ith  m y father.

W hen I reached adulthood, traditional 
relig ion  con tin u ed  to  be part o f m y life . I 
rem ained  a “good C atholic.” N everth eless, 
C atholicism  could n ot explain  w hat the  
fu tu re  held  for m e. W hom  could I turn  to  
for help  in  find ing  out?

J u st as m y m other had once done, I also  
consu lted  sp irit m edium s. S ince they  be- 
gan every s it t in g  w ith  th e sign  o f the  
cross and prayers, I w as convinced that  
th e stran ge  h app en ings I w itn essed  were  
from  God. It w as a t th is  tim e that I, 
w an tin g  to  do som eth in g  to relieve the  
su ffer in gs o f others, joined a Catholic as- 
socia tion  th a t organized trips to  th e Mar­
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"Things Building Up Our Expectations"
described th e fru stra tio n s and hum orous  
experiences som e h u sb an d s have w hen  
learn in g  to  cook, such  as th e  experience o f  
th e husband w ho u sed  b ak ing  soda in- 
stead  o f bak ing  pow der. B rother W allen  
also pointed  out th a t th e  husband should  
“be perceptive o f h is  w ife ’s n e e d s ,” sin ce  
so m uch o f th e h u sb an d ’s tim e m ay be 
spent tak in g  care o f con gregation  respon- 
sib ilities. To both  h u sb ands and w ives, 
he said: “A lw ays be upbuilding; do n ot  
make n egative  rem arks, even  to  each oth- 
er. Avoid iso la tin g  you rselves. A nd w h en  
you m ake m istak es, adm it th e m .”

T he n e x t  sp eak er, D a n ie l S y d lik , a 
m em ber o f th e  G overning B ody, chose th e  
them e: “Keep A live th e  F ire o f G od’s Spir- 
i t ,” based on 1 T h essa lon ian s 5:19. “F ire  
can both w arm  and d estro y ,” h e  said . 
“Som etim es m issio n a ries  encourage and  
som etim es th ey  in tim id a te . A n old A fri- 
can m an once said: ‘B low  g e n t ly ,’ as on  
a spark you are try in g  to  b rin g  to  life! 
W hen ta lk in g  about th e  th in g s  you m ay  
find in  your a ss ig n m e n t— open sew ers, 
flies, n o isy  traffic, a n ew  cou n try , an  
unfam iliar re lig io n — show  resp ect. You  
catch  m ore flies w ith  h on ey th a n  w ith  
vinegar. Learn to ‘blow g e n tly ’ and keep  
alive th e fire o f Jeh ovah ’s sp ir it .”

Then th e  th em e “B ound In to  Your A s- 
s ig n m e n t W ith  E n th u s ia sm  and  Cau- 
t io n ” w as developed by K en n eth  F lodin , 
overseer o f th e  B eth e l H om e a t W atch -  
tow er Farm s. S in ce  G ilead School is  now  
located  at W atch tow er  F arm s, all th e  
g r a d u a te s  w ere  w e ll-a c q u a in te d  w ith  
B rother Flodin. Two areas o f cau tion  w ere  
developed in  h is talk: (1 ) m ater ia lism  and

IT W A S a w arm  Sun d ay  m orn ing, Sep- 
tem ber 10, w hen  4 ,1 5 5  gathered  in  the  
beau tifu l A ssem b ly  H all o f Jeh ovah ’s 

W itn esses  in  Jersey  C ity, N ew  Jersey , for  
the graduation  ex erc ises  o f th e  8 7 th  c la ss  
of th e W atch tow er B ible School o f Gilead. 
In a tten d an ce w ere th e  24 s tu d en ts  and  
th eir  in v ited  g u e s ts  a lon g w ith  m em bers  
of th e B eth e l fam ily  from  B rooklyn and  
the S oc iety ’s farm s.

The a u d ien ce  w as b rou gh t to  order  
prom ptly a t 10:00 a.m . by A lbert Schroe- 
der, who served  as chairm an  for th e  day. 
A fter an open ing  son g , prayer w as offered  
by John Barr. B oth  brothers are m em bers 
of th e  G overning Body. B rother Schroe- 
der p resen ted  a b rief profile o f th e class  
and rem arked th a t th e  grad u ates were  
“prepared to share in  th e  g lobalized  activ- 
ity  of Jeh ovah ’s W itn e sse s , now  in  210  
la n d s.” He th en  proceeded to introduce  
seven  speakers.

Robert W allen , w ho w orks in  th e  Exec- 
u tive  O ffices a t th e  B rooklyn  headquar- 
ters, based h is  th em e, “H ave In ten se  Love 
for One A n o th er ,” on  1 P eter  4:8. He said  
th a t m ission aries need  to  help  one anoth-  
er, and s in ce  all th e  s tu d en ts  o f th is  c lass  
w ere m arried , h e  d irected  h is  com m ents  
esp ecia lly  to  m arried  coup les. “A  w ife  
m u st love her husb and  even  th ou gh  she  
m ay learn  a foreign  lan gu age fa ster  than  
he d o es,” he counseled . “She should be 
u n d erstan d in g  and com p assion ate. A lso, 
she m u st try  to  u n d erstan d  him  w hen he  
has h is w eek ly  cook day!” (U su a lly , each  
m ission ary  is  a ssig n ed  a regular day to  
prepare th a t d a y ’s m eals for all liv in g  in  
th e  m ission ary  h om e.) T hen  th e  speaker
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heart to  all th e  w ords th a t people m ay  
speak’ about y o u .” (E cc les ia stes  7:21, 22 )  
P ersecution  also serves as tra in in g . M is- 
sion aries who have endured p ersecu tion  
are happy and have no regrets, on ly  joy at 
having been tra in ed  by th e  p ersecu tion .

U ly sses  G lass, another in stru cto r , th en  
gave h is final w ords to  th e  grad u ates. H e 
focused on E p hesians 4:1-3, com m en d in g  
the class for d em o n stra tin g  th e  u n it in g  
q ualities described th ere in  and encourag-  
in g  them  to  con tin u e to  do so, say in g:  
“Peace is  a bond ing a g en t, and it  is  nec-  
essary  for u n ity .” H e th en  con tin u ed  w ith  
E p hesians 4:4-6  and review ed th e  aw e- 
som en ess o f God’s sp irit, rem in d in g  all 
th at “Jehovah is  th e  Source o f all dyn am ic  
energy. W e should stan d  in  aw e o f him ; it  
is  a fearfu l th in g  to  fa ll in to  h is  h a n d s .” 
— H ebrew s 10:31.

H ig h  E x p e c ta t io n s

Then all listen ed  w ith  k een  in te r e s t  to  
Theodore Jaracz, a m em ber o f th e  Gov- 
ern in g  B ody o f Jehovah’s W itn e sse s , who  
spoke on th e  featured  them e: “T h in g s  
B u ild ing  U p Our E x p ecta tio n s .” R eason- 
in g  on 1 C orin th ian s 2:9, he said: “T h is  
verse is  not ta lk in g  about th in g s  o f a 
m aterial kind, for th e  n ex t verse , 1 C orin- 
th ian s 2:10, speaks o f ‘th e  deep th in g s  o f  
G od.’ T his involved ‘G od’s w isd om ’ in  re- 
la tion  to  th e ‘sacred se cr e t,’ h is  ‘h idden  
w isdom ’ th a t had com e from  beyond th is  
solar sy stem , y es , from  God h im s e lf .” 
(1 C orin th ian s 2:7) T he au d ien ce  w as  
th en  referred to  Isaiah  64:4, w h ich  w as a 
rem inder to  ‘keep in  ex p ecta tio n ’ o f God 
and of th e  th in g s  th a t he h as prepared.

W hat exp ecta tion s G od’s people really  
have! B rother Jaracz p o in ted  ou t th e  fo \- 
low ing: “In 1919 th ere  w as the  fa ll of 
Babylon th e  G reat; in  1922 th e  th r illin g

(2 ) n eg a tiv e  ta lk  and n eg a tiv e  th in k in g . 
“A void  se lfish n ess  and be se lf le ss” w as the  
cou n sel. “Look ahead to com forts and nice  
th in g s  in  th e  n ew  world; d on ’t  be seek ing  
th em  n o w ,” he said . To help  th e  stu d en ts  
avo id  n e g a t iv ism , th e  sp eak er quoted  
N u m bers 13:28, 32. “S om etim es,” he said, 
“people see  th e  sam e th in g , and som e w ill 
have a n eg a tiv e  v iew , o thers a positive  
v iew . L ike Caleb o f old, tru st  in  Jehovah. 
T ell o th ers your p ositive  th ou gh ts. And if  
n eg a tiv e  ta lk  is  encountered , change the  
su b ject to  avoid n eg a tiv e  th o u g h ts .”

Lloyd B arry, a m em ber o f th e  G overn- 
in g  B ody and h im se lf  a form er m ission -  
ary, gave p ractica l advice. “Love, joy, and  
peace are e sse n tia l q u a lities for new  m is- 
s io n a r ie s ,” he said . “You w ill be cogn izan t 
o f th e  w ea k n esses  o f o thers in  your m is- 
sion ary  hom e, but focu s on your ow n  
w e a k n esse s .” He recalled  h is  early days in  
Japan w h en  th e  m issio n a ries  enjoyed fish  
every  day, but th en  n ew  m ission aries ar- 
rived who w ere a llerg ic  to  fish. So the  
m en u ch an ged  out o f love for th e new  
on es. H e also  advised: “K eep your sen se  of 
hum or; never le t  th e  su n  se t  on any prob- 
lem s you  are h aving . K eep peace in  the  
hom e, and you w ill be happy in  your m is- 
sion ary  l ife .”— E p h esian s 4:26.

Jack R edford, one o f th e  G ilead instrue-  
tors , th en  spoke on th e  subject: “Jehovah  
W ill F in ish  Your T ra in in g ,” basing  h is  
rem arks on 1 P eter  5:10. He said: “Jeho- 
vah can  tra in  you  by p erm ittin g  situa- 
t io n s  to  arise  th a t are difficult to  handle. 
A s he tra in ed  th e  ap ostles to  handle per- 
so n a lity  con flicts, he w ill tra in  you. Do 
n ot despair w hen th ere  are d ifferences of 
opinion. B e ready to  adjust your person- 
a lity . Pride m akes th is  difficult, but hu- 
m ility  m akes it  possib le. Learn to be flex- 
ible. Jehovah  w ill also  tra in  you to  g et  
a lon g  w ith  others. J u st  ‘do n ot g ive your
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87th Graduating Class of the Watchtower Bible School of Gilead
In the list below, rows are numbered from front to back, and names are listed from left to right in each row 
(1) Heindel, E.; Andrews, D.; Casavant, D.; Montanez, E.; Nale, P.; Koukaras, S. (2) Miell, T.; Heithaus, M. 
Melton, T.; Hagberg, N.; Kettinen, M. (3) Kettinen, L; Andrews, W.; Koukaras, E.; McCollough, S.; Melton, G. 
McCollough, J. (4) Heindel, W.; Casavant, G.; Miell, G.; Montanez, J.; Nale, M.; Hagberg, I.; Heithaus, K.

C LASS S T A T IS T IC S

Number of countries represented: 5 
Number of countries assigned to: 10 
Number of married couples: 12 
Total number of students: 24 
Average age: 30.9 
Average years in truth: 13.4 
Average years in full-time ministry: 9.2

som e o f th e ir  field serv ice experiences. 
Follow ing th is , local pub lishers p resen ted  
a tim ely  dram a en titled : “C oping W ith  
S a ta n ’s C rafty A c ts .” F in ally , a fter  lis ten -  
in g  to in terv iew s o f s ix  o f  th e  n ew  grad- 
uates, th e happy th ron g  sa n g  a c lo sin g  
song and w ere d eligh ted  to  jo in  in  prayer  
w ith  th e 96-year-old  p resid en t o f G ilead  
School, Frederick Franz.

exh ortation  to  ‘ad vertise  th e K ing and  
the K ingd om ,’ to  preach th e  estab lish ed  
K ingdom  w orldw ide; in  1935 God’s peo- 
pie learned th e  sign ifican ce  o f th e  ‘great  
crow d’ a t R evelation  7:9; in  1943 th ey  saw  
Gilead School b eg in  sen d in g  out m ission -  
aries to  th e  en d s o f th e  earth; today, in  
1989, you grad u ates have th e  privilege of 
te llin g  good th in g s  to  people in  your as- 
sig n m en ts  w ho are eager to  h ea r .”

A fter th e  d ip lom as w ere awarded, one  
o f  th e  stu d en ts  read a h eart-tou ch in g  let-  
ter  o f appreciation  from  th e  class.

In th e  afternoon , Lon S ch illin g , coordi- 
n ator o f  th e  W atch tow er  F arm s Com - 
m ittee , conducted  an abbreviated  Watch- 
tower S tu d y. T hen  th e  stu d e n ts  presen ted  
a d eligh tfu l m u sica l program  and enacted
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A״  TEST OF THE GENUINENESS 
OF YOUR LOVE״

are P aul’s in stru ction s: “N ow  con cern in g  
the collection  th a t is  for th e holy o n es, 
just as I gave orders to  th e  con grega-  
tion s of G alatia, do th a t w ay also  your- 
selves. Every first day o f th e  w eek let each  
of you at h is ow n house se t som eth in g  
aside in  store as he m ay be prospering, so  
th at w hen I arrive co llections w ill n o t take  
place th e n .”— 1 C orinth ians 16:1, 2.

B y b u d getin g  their  m oney in  th is  w ay, 
no one would feel com pelled or pressu red  
w hen th e  collection  w as actually  tak en  up. 
The brothers did not have any fear th a t  
their m oney would be m isappropriated  or 
w asted. O nly ‘approved m en ’ w ould be al- 
lowed to deliver th e  collected  fu n d s, Paul 
accom panying th em  h im se lf  i f  deem ed  
n ecessary .— 1 C orinthians 16:3-5.

The C orin th ian s’ response? T hough th e  
brothers apparently reacted  favorably to  
P aul’s adm onition , the co llection  w as nev-  
er sen t. (2 C orinthians 8:6, 10, 11) Per- 
haps the elders becam e preoccupied w ith  
ridding th e congregation  o f d issen sio n , 
im m orality, and other problem s P aul had  
w ritten  them  about.

‘Abound in Kind Giving’
A t any rate, Paul w rote them  another  

le tter  sayin g: “Now w e le t  you know , 
brothers, about the undeserved k in d n ess  
of God th a t has been bestow ed upon th e  
congregations o f M acedonia, th a t during a 
great te s t  under affliction  th e ir  abundance  
of joy and th eir  deep poverty m ade the  
riches o f th eir  g en erosity  abound. For ac- 
cording to their  actual ab ility , y es , 1 te s t i-  
fy, beyond th eir  actual ability  th is  was, 
w hile they  o f their  ow n accord kept beg-

W3AT do th e  above words bring  
to  your m ind? P ersecution  and  
h a rd sh ip ?  M artyrdom ? T hose  

w ords w ere orig inally  penned by the apos- 
t ie  P aul in  a le tter  to  C h ristians in  ancient 
C orinth . T hey are of great im portance to  
Jehovah’s people today in  th a t th e ‘genu- 
in en ess  o f th eir  love’ is  b ein g  sim ilarly  
tested . B u t how? In answ er, le t us exam - 
in e  th e  s e tt in g  o f P au l’s words.

The Basis for the Test
Som e tw o decades a fter  th e  founding of 

C h ristian ity , th e  con gregation  in  Jerusa- 
lem  w as in  dire financial stra its . D w elling  
in  th a t strongh old  o f Jew ish  opposition  
and prejudice, C h ristian s had over the  
years “endured a great con test under suf- 
fer in g s ,” even  exp erien cin g  a ‘p lundering  
o f th eir  b e lo n g in g s.’ (H ebrew s 10:32-34) 
O utside help had becom e im perative.

C ertain ly, th e ir  G en tile  brothers should  
h ave  b een  m oved to  resp ond  to th e ir  
p lig h t. A fter  a ll, th e y  ow ed a sp ecia l 
“d eb t” to  th e  C h ristian s in  Jerusalem . 
W as it  not from  Jerusalem  th at the good  
new s had spread to th e  G entiles? Paul 
r e ck o n e d : “I f  th e  J e w is h  C h r is t ia n s  
shared th e ir  sp iritual treasu res w ith  the  
G en tiles, th e  G en tiles have a clear duty to  
contribute to their  m aterial n eed s.”— Ro- 
m ans 15:27, The New E nglish  Bible.

Organizing the Collection 
Paul had been directed  by th e governing  

body to “keep th e  poor [C hristians] in  
m in d .” (G alatians 2:10) So he sen t word to  
C hristians in  Europe and A sia  M inor re- 
gard ing  th e  situ a tion  in  Jerusalem . Here
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Says Bible com m entator Thom as Scott: 
“Probably, he had w itn essed  som e th in g s  
in  th e d isp osition  o f th e  C orinth ian  Chris- 
tian s, w hich first induced him  to  decline  
receiv ing  any support from  th em .” Per- 
haps influenced by th e selfish  m ateria lism  
surrounding them , th e  re la tive ly  affluent 
C orinthians m ay sim ply  have been d isin -  
d in ed  to be generous. Paul m ay also have 
feared th a t th e com m erce-m inded Corin- 
th ian s would q u estion  h is  m otive i f  he 
accepted financial support. There m igh t  
even have been th ose  who, like som e in  
T hessalonica, w ere lazy  and w anted  an  
excuse to live off th eir  fellow  C h ristians. 
— 2 T hessa lon ian s 3:7-12.

W hatever the case, Paul and h is com - 
panions chose to  support th em selves , “in  
order th at we m igh t n ot offer an y  h in -  
drance to th e good new s about th e  C h rist.” 
(1 C orinthians 9:12) In tim e, though, Paul 
fell in to  financial s tra its , word o f w hich  
reached th e poor brothers liv in g  in  Philip - 
pi. Paul told th e C orinthians: “O ther con- 
gregation s I robbed by accep tin g  provi- 
sion s in  order to m in ister  to  you; and y e t  
w hen I w as p resen t w ith  you and I fell in  
need, I did not becom e a burden to  a sin g le  
one, for th e brothers th a t cam e from  Mac- 
edonia [apparently P h ilipp i] abundantly  
supplied m y deficiency. Y es, in  every w ay  
I kept m yself unburdensom e to  you and  
w ill keep m yse lf so .”— 2 C orinth ians 11: 
8, 9; compare P hilipp ians 4:15, 16.

True, Paul h im se lf ad m itted  th a t he  
would not ‘accept p rov ision s’ from  th e  Co- 
rin th ians. B u t w hen Paul had tried  to  
turn down the h osp ita lity  o f  th e  Philipp i- 
an w om an Lydia, ‘she ju st m ade th em  
com e.’ (A cts 16:15) Did th e  C orinth ians  
show  th e  sam e p e r s is te n t  con cern  for  
Paul’s m aterial w elfare? One w onders. A t 
any rate, Paul d iscerned  th a t th e s itu a -  
tion  involv ing  th e Jerusalem  con gregation  
presented  an opportunity  to  t e s t  w h eth -  
er th e C orinthians had a ten d en cy  to be

g in g  us w ith  m uch en trea ty  for th e privi- 
lege of k indly  g iv in g  and for a share in  the  
m in istry  d estin ed  for th e  holy ones. And  
not m erely as w e had hoped, but first th ey  
gave th em selves to  th e  Lord and to us 
through God’s w ill. T h is led us to encour- 
age T itus th a t, ju st as he had been the  
one to in itia te  it  am ong you, so too he 
should com plete th is  sam e kind g iv in g  on  
your part. N everth eless, ju st as you are 
abounding in  every th in g , in  fa ith  and  
word and know ledge and all earn estn ess  
and in  th is  love o f ours to you, m ay you  
also abound in  th is  k ind g iv in g .”— 2 Co- 
rin th ians 8:1-7.

The exam ple o f th e se lf-sacrific in g  Mac- 
edonians gave th e C orin th ian s m uch food 
for thought. C orinth w as proverbial for its  
w ealth, luxury, and com m erce. Som e of 
the brothers there m ay have been relative- 
ly poor, y et, as a w hole, th e  congregation  
no doubt w as b etter  off th an  th e M acedo- 
nian  C h ristian s who w ere in  “deep pover- 
ty .” Y et, th e  M acedonians had contrib- 
uted  “beyond th eir  actu al a b ility .” They  
had n eed ed  no  p r o m p tin g  from  P au l 
to  contribute. W hy th ey  ‘b egged ’ Paul 
‘w ith  en trea ty ’ to  have a share in  th is  
contribution! T h is w as evid en ce th at the  
M acedonian C h ristian s tru ly  “gave them - 
selves to  th e  Lord [in  unreserved  dedica- 
tion ] and to [P au l and h is com p an ion s],” 
su b m ittin g  to th eir  theocratic  d irection .

Tested as to Their 
Love and Generosity

W ou ld  th e  C o r in th ia n s  lik e w ise  be  
moved to ‘abound in  k ind g iv in g ’? W hen  
first v is i t in g  C o r in th , P a u l had b een  
forced to support h im se lf as a ten tm aker. 
(A cts 18:1-3) H e continu ed  th is  policy of 
self-sup port even  as a con gregation  devel- 
oped there, refra in in g  from  u sin g  h is “au- 
th o r ity ” as a fu ll-tim e evan gelizer to re- 
ceive financial su p p ort.— 1 C orinth ians 9: 
3-12.
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□ TRUSTS: Bank savings accounts can be 
placed in trust for the Society. If this is 
done, please inform the Society. Stocks, 
bonds, and property can also be donated 
under an arrangement to benefit the donor 
during his or her lifetime. This method 
eliminates the expense and uncertainties of 
probate of will, while ensuring that the 
Society receives the property in the event of 
death.
□ WILLS: Property or money may be 
bequeathed to the Watch Tower Society by 
means of a legally executed will. A copy 
should be sent to the Society.
For more information and advice regarding 
such matters, write to the Treasurer's 
Office, Watch Tower Bible and Tract 
Society of Pennsylvania, 25 Columbia 
Heights, Brooklyn, New York 11201, or 
to the Society's local branch office.

□ GIFTS: Voluntary donations of money 
may be sent directly to the Watch Tower 
Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania,
25 Columbia Heights, Brooklyn, New York 
11201, or to the Society's local branch 
office. Property such as real estate, as well 
as jewelry or other valuables, can also be 
donated. A brief letter stating that such is 
an outright donation should accompany 
these contributions.
□  CONDmONAL-DONATION 
ARRANGEMENT: Money may be given 
to the Watch Tower Society to be held in 
trust, with the provision that in case of 
personal need, it will be returned to the 
donor.
□ INSURANCE: The Watch Tower Society 
may be named as the beneficiary of a 
life-insurance policy or in a 
retirement/pension plan. The Society should 
be informed of any such arrangements.

“Those in  M acedonia and A chaia [w here  
Corinth was situ ated ] have been pleased  
to share up their  th in g s by a contribution  
to the poor o f th e holy ones in  Jeru sa lem .” 
— Rom ans 15:26.

Meeting the Test Today
Are w e, how ever, p assin g  te s ts  o f love 

and gen erosity  th a t p resen t th em selves  
today? W e are liv in g  in  “critica l tim es  
hard to  deal w ith .” (2 T im othy 3 : 1 5 F (־ i-  
nancial pressures w eigh  upon m any o f us. 
And at tim es “the desire o f th e  flesh  and  
the desire o f the eyes and th e  show y dis- 
play o f on e’s m eans o f l ife ” create their  
own pressures. (1 John 2:16) How easy it  
is to  becom e se lf-cen tered , in sen sitiv e  to  
the needs of others!

On the whole, Jehovah’s W itn e sse s  to- 
day have m et te s ts  o f th eir  brotherly  love

closefisted  or w h ether th ey  had grown in  
gen erosity . He th u s exhorted:

“It is  not in  the w ay o f com m anding  
you, but . . .  to  m ake a te s t  of the genu- 
in en ess  o f your love, th a t I am  speaking. 
For I do n ot m ean for it  to  be easy for 
others, but hard on you [th a t is, not that 
others would be relieved  and you would  
suffer]; but th a t by m ean s o f an equalizing  
your surplus ju st now  m igh t offset their  
deficien cy , in  order th a t th e ir  surplus  
m igh t also com e to  offset your deficiency, 
th a t an equalizing  m igh t take place. J u st  
as it  is  w ritten : ‘The person w ith  m uch did 
not have too m uch, and the person w ith  
little  did not have too lit t le .’  -Corin ־—2”
th ia n s 8:8, 1 3 1 5 ־ .

E vidently , the C orinthians passed their  
t e s t .  S om e t im e  la te r  P au l reported:
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were also incurred carin g  for and purchas- 
in g  branch fa cilities , equipm ent, m achin- 
ery, paper— not to  m en tion  th e  basic liv- 
in g  exp en ses o f th e global B eth el fam ily, 
w hich now  num bers over 9,000! A ddition- 
ally, som e 18 con stru ction  and renovation  
projects are curren tly  go in g  on in  various  
branches, and 19 a t our headquarters in  
Brooklyn, N ew  York. A re you h av in g  a 
share in  finan cing  th is  global work?

As in  the first centu ry , today all share  
in  caring for th is  resp on sib ility , includ ing  
the less  well-off, who, w ith  th eir  sm all 
contributions, have proved to  be th e back- 
bone o f th e S oc iety ’s financial support. 
Som e find it helpfu l to  follow  th e prece- 
dent se t at 1 C orinth ians 16:2 and regu- 
larly budget personal funds to be contrib- 
uted a t th e local K ingdom  H all. Som e m ay  
also decide to contribute m oney d irectly  to  
the W atch Tower S ociety  a t 25  Colum bia  
H eights, Brooklyn, N ew  York 11201, or to  
one o f its  branch offices.

Be assured th at Jehovah takes note of 
those who, through th eir  gen erosity , prove 
the gen u in en ess o f th eir  love. Do n ot de- 
prive you rself o f b lessin gs! P aul prom ised: 
“God, m oreover, is  able to  m ake all h is  
undeserved k in d n ess abound tow ard you, 
th a t, w h ile  you a lw ays have fu ll se lf-  
sufficiency in everyth in g , you m ay have  
plenty  for every good w ork .”— 2 C orinthi- 
ans 9:8.
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in  an ou tsta n d in g  w ay. For exam ple, on  
M arch 3, 1985, an  earth q u ak e stru ck  
S an tiago , C hile. H undreds o f brothers  
lost th eir  hom es and p ossession s. Im m edi- 
ately , con gregation s organized  re lief ef- 
forts. “W ith in  h ou rs,” report th e  brothers, 
“som e began arriv ing  w ith  food, clothing, 
blankets and other u sefu l ite m s.” Con- 
tributions also cam e in  from  around the  
world. S im ilar ev en ts  have occurred nu- 
m erous tim es over th e  years.

But we need not w ait for d isaster  to  
prove our brotherly love. If a fellow  Chris- 
tian  suffers a financial hardship, w e can  
be sen sitiv e  to h is needs, doing m ore than  
saying, “Keep w arm  and w ell fed .” (Jam es  
2:15, 16) A nd w hat of th ose in  fu ll-tim e  
service who “live by m eans o f th e good 
n ew s.” Like Paul, such  ones n either de- 
m and nor expect financial a ssista n ce  from  
th o se  w hom  th e y  serve . N e v e r th e le ss , 
m any have been  m oved to  show  gen erosity  
toward th ose  who labor to  ‘sow  spiritual 
th in g s’ in  th eir  b eh a lf.— 1 C orinthians 9: 
11, 14.

And w hat o f th e  n eed s o f the worldwide  
organization  o f Jeh ovah ’s W itn esses?  The 
1989 Yearbook of Jeh o v ah ’s  W itnesses re- 
ports th a t “during th e  1988 service year  
the W atch Tower S ociety  sp en t $29 ,834 ,-  
676.97 in  caring  for special pioneers, m is- 
sionaries, and trave lin g  overseers in  their  
field service a ss ig n m e n ts .” G reat expenses



I climbed 
the finest 

mountain 
of all

In our tow n, there w as a very active group  
of m ountain  clim bers led by a kindly, experi- 

enced m an who knew  a lot about th e  m ountains. 
Thanks to him , I becam e very skilled a t m ountain -  
eering. I w as 18 years old th en , and I quickly  
fell in  love w ith  th e m agnificent v iew s from  h igh

ta in s o f E astern  Eu- 
rope. My parents w ere  

Roman C atholics, but 
they did not m ake m e  

a tten d  church , and  a t  
home w e did not pray  

together or ta lk  about 
r e lig io n . So , l ik e  
m any other young  

people, I spent m y  
tim e and energy  in  

s p o r ts ,  e d u c a t io n ,  a n d  
travel.



year. All o f u s had th e  fee lin g  th a t our 
lives were full and sa tis fy in g .

Disenchantment
H owever, w hen I g o t to  be about 30, I 

began to  g e t bored w ith  m ou n ta in eerin g  
and wondered: ‘Is th is  really  all there is to  
life?’ Som e told m e to  g e t m arried, but I 
had friends who w ere m arried, and they  
did not seem  very happy. E ven couples 
w hose relationsh ip  w as forged in  the dan- 
ger and ex c item en t o f  m ou n ta in eer in g  
seem ed to  lose th eir  happ iness in  th e real- 
ity  o f day-to-day liv in g . I did not know  
why their  m arriages w ere not happy, but 
m uch as I would have liked to be m arried  
m yself, I did not w an t to  be unhappy like 
them .

A dditionally , I noticed  a change in  the  
young people who w en t m ountaineerin g . 
Before, there had alw ays been  a sp irit 
of d iscip line, cooperation, and friendship  
in  A lpine m ou n ta in eerin g  cam ps. Now, 
young and inexperienced  boys w ere und is-  
cip lined and not con ten t to  m ake progress  
gradually. They w an ted  to  show  off and  
take on clim bs th a t w ere far too difficult 
and dangerous for them . F eelin g  m ore and  
m ore d isen ch anted , I had long, deep d is- 
cussions w ith  m y friend  Bonjo. He final- 
ly su ggested  th a t I speak w ith  a fellow  
m ountaineer, H enry.

H enry len t m e a book, The Truth That 
L ead s to E tern al Life, and upon readin g it, 
I w as aston ished  to see how  it  d iscu ssed  
questions th a t I had been w on dering about 
in  m y heart. It turned out th a t H enry w as  
stu d yin g  the B ible w ith  Jeh ovah ’s W it-  
n esses , so I asked i f  I could join in. He 
agreed, and for tw o years I en gaged  in  an  
in ten sive  stu d y o f th e B ible and of any  
Bible literature I could g e t m y hands on.

Bible Study
As m y know ledge deepened, I fe lt  an  

in crea sin g  joy. I w as on ly  su p erfic ia l-  
ly acquainted w ith  th e  R om an C atholic

peaks, th e  ex c item en t o f facin g  up to and  
su rv iv in g  dangerous s itu a tio n s, and the  
friendships w ith  o thers who shared such  
dangers.

1 rem em ber one occasion  after I had 
been in the group for five years. I w as  
clim bing on a m ountain  w here the terrain  
was easy, and I relaxed m y concentration  
ju st at the m om ent w hen I w as reaching  
th e sum m it. A s I neared th e  top o f a 
rock-m ass, i t  started  to  com e loose. A ll I 
could do w as jum p aside and shout a w arn- 
in g  to m y fellow  clim ber. A  fa llin g  rock  
cut the rope th a t linked us togeth er , and  
I fell. H appily, m y fa ll w as arrested  by a 
sm all grass p lateau  ju st 12 feet below. 
H owever, th in g s  do n ot a lw ays turn  out so  
well in  th is  sport!

A t 24 years o f age, I graduated from  
u n iv ersity  and assu m ed  th e  leadership  of 
the sm all group o f m ou n tain eers in  m y  
hom etow n. A fter  a w h ile, w e got togeth er  
som e m oney to  buy a m in ibus so th a t we 
could g e t ourselves and our equipm ent to  
more d ista n t m ountains. B u t th e  vehicle  
w as in  bad condition , and I spent three  
m onths, day and n ig h t, f ix in g  it  up. W hen  
it  w as ready, all o f u s looked around for 
dangerous jobs th a t paid w ell, such as 
high  work in  con stru ction , and in  th is  
way w e even tu a lly  co llected  enough m on- 
ey to m ake a trip  to  Iran. There, in  1974, 
w e clim bed an 18 ,900-foot-h igh  volcano  
nam ed D am avand. W hile th e  clim b start-  
ed qu ite  easily , tow ard th e  top w e had to  
endure deep snow , sh ortage o f breath be- 
cause of a ltitu d e, and noxious fum es from  
volcanic ven ts.

On th e w ay back hom e in  th e  m inibus, 
w e planned an ascen t of M ount A rarat but 
had to cancel it  because o f politica l ten - 
sion s. In 1975 w e w en t sk iin g  in  th e A us- 
trian  A lps, and a t th e  sam e tim e, w e  
founded a n ation w id e photographic com - 
p etition  th a t w e nam ed “M en and M oun- 
ta in s .” T h is com p etition  is  s till run each
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together w ith  h is w ife, began to  s tu d y  th e  
Bible and w as baptized in  1981. Som e tim e  
later, Bonjo joined us, as w ell as one other, 
the fifth  o f th e m ou n ta in eers’ club. W e did  
not have to clim b h igh  m ou n ta in s an y-  
more. Our g rea test p leasure w as to  v is it  
people in  th e valley who appreciated  B ib le  
truth. T his change w as also received  w ith  
great re lief by m y m other, who had been  
very nervous about th e clim bing a c tiv itie s  
of m y brother and me. E ventually , sh e  too  
joined us in  th e clean  w orship o f Jehovah.

Now m y desire to  g e t m arried had lo st  
its  u rgency. T hanks to  G od’s W ord, I 
knew  the principles th a t w ould help m e  
m ake a success of m arriage, bu t now  I w as  
happy b ein g  s in g le  and serv in g  Jehovah  
w ithout d istraction . Solom on declared: “A  
discreet w ife is  from  Jeh ovah .” (Proverbs  
18:22; 19:14) Therefore, I decided to  w ait  
patien tly  for Jehovah to g ive  m e th is  g ift , 
m eantim e liv in g  in  such a w ay th a t I 
would be a w orthy husband w hen it  hap- 
pened. It w as in  1982 th a t Jehovah gave  
m e th e w onderful b lessin g  o f a  fine w ife.

My w ife  and I s till live  in  th e  m oun- 
ta in s, and I s till love them . B u t our m ain  
concern now  is  to  help people to  clim b  
another m ountain . W hich  m ou n ta in  is  
that?  The one m en tioned  in  th e  prophecy  
of Isaiah: “It m ust occur in  th e  final part 
of the days th a t th e m ountain  o f th e  house  
of Jehovah w ill becom e firm ly estab lish ed  
above th e top o f th e  m ou n tain s, and it  w ill 
certa in ly  be lifted  up above th e hills; and  
to  it all th e  n ation s m u st stream . A nd  
m any peoples w ill certa in ly  go and say: 
‘Come, you people, and let u s go up to  th e  
m ountain  o f Jehovah, to  th e  house o f the  
God of Jacob; and he w ill in stru ct u s about 
his w ays, and w e w ill walk in  h is p a th s.’ 
For out o f Zion law  w ill go forth , and the  
word of Jehovah out o f Jeru sa lem .” (Isaiah  
2:2, 3) W hat a joy to have been able to  
ascend th is , th e fin est m ou n ta in  o f all! 
— Contributed.

relig ion , bu t I w as aston ish ed  to see th at  
th e  C h ristian ity  o f th e  Bible did not rely  
on cerem onies, trad ition s, and unreason- 
in g  em otion s. R ather, it  involved high  
m oral princip les th a t affected  every aspect 
o f th e  C h ristian ’s life . A dditionally , I was 
astou nded  to  see  th a t th e  Bible is very  
log ica l and does n ot contrad ict scientific  
th eories  th a t are solid ly  proved.

The W itn ess  who led th e  d iscu ssions  
w ith  H enry and m e did not force us to  
ch an ge our op in ions and our w ay of life. 
A ll he did w as explain  clearly w hat the  
B ible says. H ence, I kept up m ountaineer- 
in g  for th ose  first tw o years o f study. B ut 
as m y know ledge deepened, I cam e to re- 
a lize  th a t for m e m ou n ta in eerin g  w as like  
an  addiction . The accid en t w ith  th e falling  
rock also  rem inded m e o f J e su s’ words to  
S atan  w hen S atan  challenged  him  to hurl 
h im self off th e  b a ttlem en t o f th e tem ple: 
“You m u st not put Jehovah your God to  
th e  t e s t .” (M atthew  4:5-7) I realized that  
th is  a c tiv ity  show ed d isresp ect for the life  
th a t Jehovah  had g iven  me.

I th erefore handed resp on sib ility  for our 
group of m ou n tain eers over to  another  
experienced  clim ber and found th a t it was 
not difficult to  cross over from  m ountain- 
eerin g  to  C h ristian ity . A s I gave away  
or sold all m y eq u ip m en t— skis, clim bing  
iron s, carabiners, ham m ers, hooked nails, 
and ice a x — I can h on estly  say, in  the  
ap ostle  P au l’s w ords, th a t to  m e they  were 
now  ju st “a lo t o f re fu se .” (Philippians  
3:8) A  fee lin g  o f deep con ten tm en t cam e 
over m e as I w as able to  join in  the grand  
w ork of p ra isin g  G od’s nam e in  public. In 
1977 both H enry and I sym bolized our 
ded ication  to Jehovah by w ater baptism .

Witnessing to Others
A t th a t tim e, there w ere about 15 m em - 

bers o f th e m ou n ta in eerin g  group in  our 
tow n, and gradually H enry and I w it- 
n essed  to  all o f them . W hat a joy it was 
w hen m y brother, who w as also a mem ber,
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Q u e s tio n s  F rom  R e a d e r s
■ In view of the new information about unbaptized ones starting 
out in the public ministry, may a Bible student be invited along for 
a while to see how the work is done?

such points with him and the 
Witness who is studying the Bi- 
ble with him.* This should be 
done before the Bible student is 
invited to accompany the pub- 
lisher in the field ministry to re- 
ceive progressive training.

Understandably, when a stu- 
dent qualifies to go out in the 
field ministry and then first does 
so, he may for a few times want 
to go along with the publisher to 
learn how the preaching work is 
actually done. The minister with 
him may provide some gradual 
training, such as asking him to 
assist for a while by reading 
scriptures, then in time have him 
take the lead in witnessing to a 
householder. Thus, he can turn 
in his first field service report 
when he actually shares in field 
witnessing. His progressively 
having an increased share in 
the work accords with Jesus’ 
words: “A pupil is not above his 
teacher, but everyone that is 
perfectly instructed will be like 
his teacher.”—Luke 6:40.

* For details, see The Watchtower 
of November 15, 1988, page 17.
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to their children about God’s 
Word and ways as they “walk on 
the road.” (Deuteronomy 6:4-7) 
But this is an aspect of Chris- 
tian family life, not a matter of a 
Witness bringing another person 
along as a mere observer. Of 
course, such parental training 
prepares the children for the 
time when they will praise Je- 
hovah as publishers. —Matthew 
21:15, 16: compare Organized 
to Accomplish Our Ministry, 
pages 99, 100.

What, though, about a person 
with whom a Witness is con- 
ducting a Bible study, a person 
who is on the way to becoming 
a disciple? He has good rea- 
son to tell relatives, workmates, 
neighbors, and others about 
“the magnificent things of God” 
that he has learned from the 
Scriptures. (Acts 2:11) Hopeful- 
ly, there will come a point when 
he sees the need to share with 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in orga- 
nized arrangements for “pub- 
lishing the word of God.”—Acts 
13:5.

The Watchtower recently out- 
lined appropriate steps before 
such a student joins with local 
Witnesses in the ministry, be- 
coming an unbaptized publish- 
er. It is only logical that he 
should have a basic knowledge 
of the Bible, should understand 
and be in harmony with God’s 
moral standards, and should 
personally desire to participate 
in the public ministry with Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses. So two congre- 
gation elders can have a helpful 
and encouraging discussion of

Basically, unbaptized ones 
who accompany Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses in the field ministry are 
persons who have qualified as 
publishers of the good news.

Many of the public respect 
Jehovah’s Witnesses for their 
unique and fine work of ‘making 
disciples, teaching them’ from 
door to door and through home 
Bible studies. (Matthew 28: 
19, 20) What, then, would the 
public conclude about a person 
accompanying a Witness in 
this ministry? They reasonably 
would conclude that the com- 
panion also is a minister or very 
close to being such.

Granted, a few exceptions 
might come to mind.

On rare occasions appropriate 
elders have permitted a news 
reporter, college professor, or 
the like to accompany a Wit- 
ness in the house-to-house min- 
istry so as to see how it is done. 
Of course, the person’s appear- 
ance and actions on such oc- 
casions should not conflict with 
our standards. And the Wit- 
ness might want to mention to 
householders that the compan- 
ion is a reporter or a professor 
who is interested in observing 
how we do our important Bible 
work.

Also, Christian parents bring 
their children with them in the 
ministry even if these are too 
young or otherwise not ready to 
become unbaptized publishers. 
These parents thus do not leave 
their children unattended. Hav- 
ing them along in the field ser- 
vice allows the parents to speak
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Writing to the Watch 
Tower Society branch of- 
fice last year, a schoolteach 
er in Murewa, Zimbabwe 
said that this is what M y  
Book of Bible Stories ac- 
complished. She received 
the publication from a 
fellow teacher and re- 
ported:

T followed his advice
on how to get the best out of that book, first with my youngest 8-year־old daughter and then 
with two others, aged 16 and 18, who were at a local Boarding Secondary School. I have great 
pleasure to let you know that the response from all three of my daughters has indeed been 
very encouraging. Their moral behaviour has since been noticeably changing for the better.״ 
The mother added: ״The book has successfully helped our daughters to be closer to us, their 
parents, than ever before.״


