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How do you view the
T e n C o m m a n d m e n t s ?

Ten Com m andm ents to th e letter , others  
consider them  m erely a guide for sound  
moral behavior. Indeed, according to the  
Encyclopedia of Religion an d  Ethics, “there  
is probably no hum an docum ent w hich has 
exercised a greater influence upon reli- 
gious and moral life  th an  th e Decalogue  

[T en C om m andm ents].” 
W hy is  th is  the case?  
C onsider first w hat they  
s a y . T h e y  are  b r ie f ,  
c o m p r e h e n s iv e ,  a n d  
forceful. B u t how should  
you v iew  th e  T en Com- 
m an d m en ts?  W h at do 
they  m ean to you?

F|E O P L E  v ie w  t h e  B ib le ’s T e n  
C om m andm en ts in  variou s w ays. 
S ev en th -D a y  A d v en tis ts  say  th a t  

the Ten C om m andm ents are b ind ing  on  
all people. L u therans consid er them  the  
“b est se t o f rules ever g iv en  upon w hich  
an in d iv id u a l can  s tr u c tu r e  h is  l i f e .” 
“R ig h tly  u n d e r s to o d ,” 
e x p la in s  a C a th o l ic  
sp o k esm a n , “th e  T en  
C o m m a n d m e n ts  s t i l l  
p r o v id e  a b a s i s  fo r  
C hristian  liv in g .”

Thus, w hile som e re- 
lig io u s  grou p s b e liev e  
th a t we should obey the

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
nor your alien resident who is inside your 
gates . . .

5. Honor your father and your mother . . .

6. You must not murder.

7. You must not commit adultery.

8. You must not steal.

9. You must not testify falsely as a witness 
against your fellowman.

10. You must not desire your fellowman's 
house. You must not desire your fellow- 
man's wife, nor his slave man nor his slave 
girl nor his bull nor his ass nor anything 
that belongs to your fellowm an.— Exodus 
2 0 :3 -17 .

1. You must not have any other gods 
against my face.

2. You must not make for yourself a carved 
image or a form like anything that is in the 
heavens above or that is on the earth un- 
derneath or that is in the waters under the 
earth. You must not bow down to them nor 
be induced to serve them . . .
3. You must not take up the name of 
Jehovah your God in a worthless way . . .
4. Remembering the sabbath day to hold it 
sacred, you are to render service and you 
must do all your work six days. . . . You 
must not do any work, you nor your son nor 
your daughter, your slave man nor your 
slave  g ir l nor your dom estic  an im al
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What do the
Te n C־ o m m a n d m e n t s

mean to you?
doing w ith  y o u .” In return , w hat did God 
require of h is  people? “For your part keep  
w hat I am  com m anding you tod ay .” Y es, 
obedience to all o f Jehovah’s law s and  
p recep ts w as m a n d a to ry .— E xod u s 34: 
10, 11.

What the Ten Words 
Meant for Israel

A s a resu lt o f th eir  d iv in ely  p rotected  
flight from  E gyptian  bondage, th e Israel- 
ite s  cam e to know God’s nam e in  a new  
sense. Jehovah had becom e th eir  D eliver- 
er. (E xodus 6:2, 3) C onsequently , th e  th ird  
com m andm ent took on special m ean in g  
for them , as th ey  w ere th u s forbidden to  
take up th e d ivine nam e in  a w orth less  
w ay.— Exodus 20:7.

B ut w hat o f th e  fourth  com m andm ent, 
w hich relates to  the Sabbath day? T his  
com m and fea tu red  r e sp ec t  for  sa cred  
th in gs, as Jehovah had previously  ind i- 
cated w hen in stitu tin g  “a sabbath  obser- 
van ce” in  connection  w ith  th e  co llectin g  of  
m anna. (E xodus 16:22-26) B ecau se som e  
Israelites did not prom ptly obey, Jehovah  
plainly rem inded them  th at he had g iven  
them  th at order. ‘“Mark the fact th a t J e-  
hovah has g iven  you the sabbath .’. . . And  
the people proceeded to observe th e sab- 
bath on the seven th  d a y .” (E xodus 16: 
29, 30) Later, Jehovah show ed how exclu- 
sive tb is  arrangem ent w as, sta tin g : “B e- 
tw een  m e and the son s of Israel it  is a s ig n  
to  tim e in d efin ite .”— E xodus 31:17.

Then, consider the unique ten th  com - 
m andm ent, forbidding covetou sn ess. H ere

WIT H IN  th ree  m o n th s o f th e ir  
d e l iv e r a n c e  fr o m  E g y p t  in  
1513 B .C .E ., th e  Israelites en- 

cam ped in  fron t of M ount S inai in  the  
w ild ern ess. A t Jeh ovah ’s beckoning, the  
prophet M oses ascended  th e m ountain  and  
heard God prom ise th a t He would make 
th e  n a tio n  of Israel H is “special property  
ou t o f all other p eop les.” M oses then  re- 
layed  th is  to  th e people through the older 
m en of th e nation . “A fter  th a t all the  
people answ ered  unan im ou sly  and said: 
‘A ll th a t Jehovah h as spoken w e are w ill- 
in g  to  d o .’ ”— Exodus 19:1-8.

T hereafter, God p la in ly  sta ted  the Ten  
C om m andm ents to  M oses, prefacing th ese  
law s w ith  th e com m ent: “I am Jehovah  
your God, who have brought you out of the  
land  o f  E gypt, out o f th e  house of sla v es.” 
(E xodus 20:2) T h is D ecalogue w as for the  
Israe lites , who w ere told in  th e F irst Com- 
m andm ent: “You m u st not have any other  
gods a g a in st m y fa ce .”— E xodus 20:3.

Sub seq uently , Jehovah gave M oses in- 
stru ctio n  in  other d iv in e  com m andm ents  
for Israel. (E xodus 2 0 :4 -2 3 :1 9 ) A ltogeth- 
er, th ese  am ounted  to  som e 600 law s. And  
w h at a th rill it  w as to  realize th at God’s 
an gel w as go in g  ahead o f th e nation  to  
prepare the w ay in to  th e Land of Prom ise! 
(E xodus 23:20-22) Jehovah declared: “Be- 
fore all your people I shall do wonderful 
th in g s  th a t have never been created in  all 
th e earth  or am ong all th e  nations; and all 
th e  people in  th e  m id st o f whom  you are 
w ill indeed see th e work o f Jehovah, be- 
cau se it  is  a fear-in sp ir in g  th in g  th at I am
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curse in stead  o f u s .”— G alatian s 3:10-13.
If J e su s’ Jew ish  follow ers w ere no Ion- 

ger under th e  curse of th e  Law, were  
any C h ristians obligated  to observe all 
the com m andm ents g iv en  to Israel? To the  
C olossians, Paul wrote: “[G od] k indly  for- 
gave u s all our tresp a sses  and b lotted  out 
th e h an d w ritten  d ocu m en t a g a in st  u s, 
w hich co n sisted  o f d ecrees and w hich  
w as in  opposition  to us; and He has tak- 
en it  out o f th e w ay by n a ilin g  it  to  
[C hrist’s] torture s ta k e .” (C olossians 2: 
13, 14) D oubtless, m any early C h ristians  
needed to adjust th eir  th in k in g  and recog- 
nize th a t they  had been  “discharged from  
the L aw .” (R om ans 7:6) B y exercisin g  
fa ith  in  J e su s ’ sacrific ia l death , w hich  
brought an end to th e  Law and paved the  
w ay for th e in auguration  o f th e  foretold  
“new  coven an t,” th ey  had th e  prospect of 
ga in in g  a righ teous s ta n d in g  w ith  Jeho- 
vah .— Jerem iah 31:31-34; R om ans 10:4.

What They Mean for Us
Does th is  m ean th a t th e  T en  Com m and- 

m en ts, a basic part o f th e Law, have lo st  
all m ean ing  for C hristians?  C ertain ly  not! 
A lthough th e  Ten W ords are not legally  
binding on C h ristians, th ese  law s contin -  
ue to  offer sound g u id elin es, as do other  
com m ands o f th e M osaic Law. For in -  
stance, J esu s said th a t th e  tw o  g rea test  
com m andm ents are th ose requ iring  love o f  
God and neighbor. (L ev iticu s 19:18; Deu- 
teronom y 6:5; M atthew  22:37-40) In coun- 
selin g  Rom an C h ristians, Paul c ited  the  
six th , seven th , e igh th , and ten th  com- 
m andm ents, adding: “A nd w h atever other  
com m andm ent there is, is  sum m ed up in  
th is  word, nam ely, ‘You m u st love your  
neighbor as you rse lf.’ ”— R om ans 13:8, 9.

So, th en , as p art o f G od’s in sp ired  
W ord, w hat purpose do th e  T en  Com- 
m andm ents serve today? T hey reveal Je- 
hovah’s v iew point on m atters. (2  T im othy  
3:16, 17) C onsider how  th ey  do th is .

is  a law  th a t no hum an could enforce. 
E ach Israelite  w as accountable to  h is God, 
Jehovah, who searched th e ind iv idu al’s 
heart to  find out h is m o tiv es .— Exodus 
20:17; 1 Sam uel 16:7; Jerem iah  17:10.

An Adjusted View
Jesus C hrist, who w as born in to  the  

nation  o f  Israel, told  h is d iscip les: “Do not 
th ink  I cam e to  d estroy  th e  Law or the  
Prophets. I cam e, not to  destroy, but to  
fu lfill.” (M atthew  5:17) To H ebrew C hris- 
tia n s th e  apostle  Paul wrote: “The Law  
has a shadow  of th e  good th in g s  to com e, 
but not th e very su b stan ce o f th e th in g s .” 
(H ebrew s 10:1) I f  you had been a Hebrew  
convert to  C h ristian ity , how  would you  
have understood th ese  com m ents? Som e 
m em bers o f th e  early C h ristian  congrega- 
tion  believed th a t all th e  hundreds o f law s 
that God gave through  M oses, includ ing  
the T en C om m andm ents, s till applied. B ut 
w as th a t th e r igh t v iew poin t?

Consider th ese  w ords o f Paul to  Jew s  
who had becom e C h ristian s in  th e prov- 
ince of G alatia: “W e who are Jew s by 
nature, and not s in n ers from  th e nation s, 
know ing as w e do th a t a m an is  declared  
righ teou s, n o t due to  w orks o f law, but 
only through fa ith  tow ard C hrist Jesu s, 
even w e have put our fa ith  in  C hrist Je- 
sus, th a t w e m ay be declared righteous  
due to fa ith  tow ard C hrist, and not due to  
works o f law, because due to  works o f law  
no flesh  w ill be declared r ig h teo u s.” (Gala- 
tia n s  2:15, 16) Indeed, a r igh teou s stand- 
in g  w ith  God did n ot depend on perfect 
obedience to  th e M osaic Law, for in  the  
im perfect hum an sta te , th a t w as im possi- 
ble. Paul added: “All th o se  who depend  
upon w orks o f law  are und er a curse; for 
it  is  w ritten : ‘C ursed is  every  one th at  
does not con tin u e in  all th e  th in g s  w ritten  
in  th e  scroll o f th e  Law in  order to  do 
th em .’ . . . C hrist by purchase released  us 
from  th e curse o f th e Law by becom ing a
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T he fir s t  four com m an d m en ts h igh -  
l ig h t our resp on sib ilities toward Jehovah. 
(First) H e is a God who s till exacts exclu- 
siv e  devotion . (M atthew  4:10) (Second) 
N one o f h is  w orshipers should use im ages. 
(1 John 5:21) (Third) Our use of God’s 
nam e should be proper and dignified, nev- 
er d isresp ectfu l. (John 17:26; Rom ans 10: 
13) (Fourth) Our w hole life  should re- 
volve around sacred m atters. T his enables 
u s to  rest, or ‘take a sabbath ,’ from a 
course o f se lf-r ig h teo u sn ess .— Hebrews 4: 
9, 10.

(Fifth) The obedience o f children to  
th e ir  p aren ts con tin u es to serve as the  
cornerstone o f fam ily  u n ity , bringin g  w ith  
it  Jeh ovah ’s b lessin gs. And w hat a mar- 
velous hope th is  “first com m and w ith a 
prom ise” offers! It is  not only “th at it may 
go w ell w ith  you ” but also  th a t “you m ay 
endure a lon g  tim e on th e earth .” (Ephe­

Jesus’ death brought an end to the Law, 
including the Ten Commandments given to 
the Israelites at Mount Sinai

sian s 6:1-3) Now  th at w e are liv in g  in  “the  
la st d ays” o f th is  p resen t w icked system , 
such godly obedience offers you n g  people  
the prospect o f never d y in g .— 2 T im othy  
3:1; John 11:26.

Love for our neighbor w ill prevent us  
from  ca u sin g  h im  harm  th rou gh  such  
wicked deeds as (Sixth) m urder, (Sev- 
enth) adultery, (Eighth) stea lin g , and  
(Ninth) m aking fa lse  sta tem en ts . (1 John  
3:10-12; H ebrew s 13:4; E p h esian s 4:28; 
M atth ew  5:37; P roverb s 6 :1 6 -1 9 )  B u t  
w hat of our m otives?  The (Tenth) com- 
m andm ent, ag a in st covetou sn ess, rem inds  
us th a t Jehovah requires th a t our in -  
ten tion s alw ays be upright in  h is  eyes. 
— Proverbs 21:2.

W hat a w ealth  of m ean ing w e find in  
the Ten Com m andm ents! B ased as th ey  
are on divine principles th a t w ill never be 
out-of-date, w e should prize them  as pre- 
cious rem inders of our ob ligation  to  love  
God and  our n e ig h b o r .— M a tth ew  22: 
37-39.
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Insight on the News
streets.” He added: “It’s depress- 
ing because there are never any 
solutions put forward.”

Such words bring to mind Je- 
sus’ prophecy regarding the last 
days. He foretold that at this time 
‘men would become faint out of 
fear, not knowing the way out.’ 
— Luke 21:25, 26.

Jesus and Politics
A headline in The S ta r of Jo- 

hannesburg, a South African 
newspaper, read: “Catholic
Church Unveils Pastoral Plan for 
SA.” The plan is to “bring about 
the kingdom of God” in South Af- 
rica through “a determined bid 
by the church to eliminate ra- 
cial discrimination.” To achieve 
this objective, Jude Pieterse, 
secretary-general of the South 
African Catholic Bishops Con- 
ference, says that the church 
is seeking the support of other 
churches as well as “all facets of 
South African society.” However, 
some Catholics feel that the plan 
is a “plot by the Bishops to turn 
Catholics into political activists,” 
explains Johannesburg’s bishop, 
Reginald Orsmond. While Pie- 
terse admitted that the plan had 
political implications, Orsmond 
said that it was “nothing new” but 
was “as old as Jesus himself.”

Actually, Jesus Christ would 
never have directed his disci- 
pies to become political activists. 
When questioned by Pontius Pi- 
late, Jesus firmly replied: “My 
kingdom is no part of this world.” 
(John 18:36) Also, more than 
three million of Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses enjoy racial harmony 
within their ranks because they 
live in accord with Jesus’ ‘new 
commandment, that they love 
one another; just as Jesus loved 
them’— not just in South Africa, 
but worldwide!—John 13:34.

to its power.” (Romans 10:2; Co- 
lossians 2:23; 2 Timothy 3:1-5) 
True Christians, however, hold 
the Word of God in high esteem. 
They recognize that owning a Bi- 
ble is not enough. Rather, they 
wholeheartedly comply with its 
admonition to “form a longing for 
the unadulterated milk belonging 
to the word.”— 1 Peter 2:2.

Addicted to 
Lawlessness

One of the features listed by 
Jesus Christ as part of “the sign” 
of the last days of this system of 
things is “the increasing of law- 
lessness.” (Matthew 24:3, 12) 
Drug abuse has had a dramatic 
influence on the escalation of 
lawlessness today. For example, 
the Australian newspaper The 
S ydney M orning H era ld  reports 
that seven out of ten crimes com- 
mitted in New South Wales are 
drug related, and about 85 per- 
cent of the armed robberies in 
the state are committed by hero- 
in users. And the problem of drug 
abuse is growing.

U.S.News & W orld R eport says 
that “no place in Europe is im- 
mune from the plague.” In the So- 
viet Union, the number of drug 
abusers is estimated to be in the 
millions. In a desperate attempt 
to stem the tide of drug abuse, 
the Soviet government has 
opened negotiations with drug- 
enforcement agencies in 25 
countries. However, hopes that 
governments will achieve such 
goals seem unrealistic in the face 
of reports that drug profits are 
being used to corrupt policemen, 
prosecutors, and even judges. 
Said one frustrated government 
official: “There is no police force 
in the world which has made 
more than a dent in stopping 
the supply [of drugs] hitting the

Owning a Bible 
Not Enough

A recent study found that of 
people who own Bibles, half said 
they never read them. This in- 
eluded many who identify them- 
selves as born-again Christians. 
Nearly 30 percent of the pro- 
fessed Christians polled did not 
know that Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem. According to The 
D e tro it News, “eighteen per- 
cent answered Jerusalem, while 
8 percent said Nazareth.” George 
Barna, head of the survey group, 
said: “If they are uninformed 
about elementary things such as 
these, how can they be expected 
to intelligently discuss the con- 
tent of the Scriptures with an un- 
believer or to live in a manner 
consistent with biblical princi- 
pies?”

The apostle Paul observed a 
similar situation among some 
who had “a zeal for God; but not 
according to accurate knowl- 
edge.” He also referred to some 
who had “a self-imposed form of 
worship and mock humility” and 
foretold that “the last days” 
would be marked by the pres- 
ence of those “having a form of 
godly devotion but proving false
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--------------------  Jesus’ Ministry

Visiting the Temple Again
demand exorbitant prices from those who 
have little alternative but to buy from 
them the animals needed for sacrifice. So 
Jesus views these business dealings as a 
form of extortion or robbery.

When the chief priests, scribes, and 
principal ones of the people hear what 
Jesus has done, they again seek how 
they can have him killed. They thereby 
prove that they are irreformable. Yet, 
they do not know how to destroy Jesus, 
since all the people keep hanging onto 
him to hear him.

Besides natural Jews, Gentiles have 
also come to the Passover. These are 
proselytes, meaning that they have con- 
verted to the religion of the Jews. Cer- 
tain Greeks, evidently proselytes, now 
approach Philip and ask to see Jesus. 
Philip goes to Andrew, perhaps to ask 
whether such a meeting would be appro- 
priate. Jesus is apparently still at the 
temple, where the Greeks are able to see 
him.

Jesus knows he has only a few days of 
life left, so he nicely illustrates his situa- 
tion: “The hour has come for the Son of 
man to be glorified. Most truly I say to you, 
Unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies, it remains just one grain; 
but if it dies, it then bears much fruit.”

One grain of wheat has little value. Yet, 
what if it is put into the soil and “dies,” 
ending its life as a seed? It then germi- 
nates and in time grows into a stalk that 
produces many, many grains of wheat. 
Similarly, Jesus is just one perfect man. 
But if he dies faithful to God, he becomes 
the means of imparting everlasting life to 
faithful ones who have the same spirit of

JESUS and his disciples have just 
spent their third night in Bethany 
since arriving from Jericho. Now the 

early morning light of Monday, Nisan 10, 
finds them already on the road to Jerusa- 
lem. Jesus is hungry. So when he catches 
sight of a fig tree with leaves, he goes 
over to it to see whether it might have 
some figs.

The tree’s leaves are unseasonally ear- 
ly, since the season for figs is not until 
June, and it is now only late March. How- 
ever, Jesus evidently feels that since the 
leaves are early, the figs might also be 
early. But he is disappointed. The leaves 
have given the tree a deceptive appear- 
ance. Jesus then curses the tree, saying: 
“Let no one eat fruit from you anymore 
forever.” In a following issue of this mag- 
azine, we will be interested to learn the 
consequences of Jesus’ cursing of the fig 
tree and what was the figurative signif- 
icance of this.

Continuing on, Jesus and his disciples 
soon reach Jerusalem. He goes to the 
temple, which he had inspected the pre- 
vious afternoon. Today, however, he 
takes action, just as he did three years 
earlier when he came to the Passover in 
30 C.E. Jesus throws out those selling 
and buying in the temple and overturns 
the tables of the money changers and the 
benches of those selling doves. He does 
not even allow anyone to carry a utensil 
through the temple.

Condemning those who are changing 
money and selling animals in the temple, 
he says: “Is it not written, ‘My house will 
be called a house of prayer for all the 
nations’? But you have made it a cave of 
robbers.” They are robbers because they
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continues: “Now my soul is troubled, and 
what shall I say?  Father, save  me out of 
this hour.” If what aw aits him could only 
be avoided! But, no, a s  he say s: “This is 
why I have com e to this hour.” J e s u s  is in 
agreem ent with the entire arrangem ent of 
God, including his own sacrificial death. 
Matthew 21 :12 , 13, 18, 19; Mark 11: 
12-18; Luke 19:45 -48; John 12 :20 -27 .

♦ Why does Jesus expect to find figs even 
though it is not the season for them?
♦ Why does Jesus call those selling in the tem- 
pie “robbers”?
♦ In what way is Jesus like a grain of wheat that 
dies?
♦ How does Jesus feel about the suffering and 
death that await him?

self-sacrifice tha t he has. Thus, Je su s  
says: “He tha t is fond of his soul destroys 
it, but he tha t h a te s  his soul in this world 
will safeguard  it for everlasting life.”

Je su s  obviously is not thinking only of 
himself, for he next explains: “If anyone 
would minister to me, let him follow me, 
and w here I am there  my minister will be 
also. If anyone would minister to me, the 
Father will honor him.” W hat a marvelous 
reward for following J e s u s  and minis- 
tering to him! It is the  rew ard of being 
honored by the Father to a sso c ia te  with 
Christ in the  Kingdom.

Thinking about the  g rea t suffering and 
agonizing death  tha t aw aits him, Je su s



D O  ALL THINGS FOR THE
G O O D  NEW S

"I do all things for the sake of the good news, that I may become a sharer of it
with others."— 1 CORINTHIANS 9:23.

God.” (R om ans 3:23) For sa lvation , there-  
fore, people o f every racial group and na- 
tion  need to  be reconciled to  God. A nd how  
gratefu l w e can be th a t, w ith  m atch less  
love and m ercy, Jehovah has provided th e  
basis for reconciliation  to  him!

2 N in eteen  cen tu ries ago, anoin ted  w it-

2. (a) What ministry was entrusted to anointed 
Christians? (b) From whose example can we 
learn, and why? (1 Corinthians 11:1)

THOUGH w e differ from  one another  
in  various w ays, all o f us share a 
com m on tra it. Through inheritance  

from  A dam , w e w ere born as sin n ers  
a lien ated  from  th e M ost H igh God, Jeho- 
vah. (R om ans 5:12; C olossians 1:21) As 
th e  C h ristian  ap ostle  Paul wrote: “All 
have sin n ed  and fall short o f the glory of

1. What trait is common to all of us, but for 
what has God provided the basis?



He wrote: “To th e Jew s I becam e as a Jew , 
th at I m ight gain  Jew s; to  th o se  und er law  
I becam e as under law , th ou gh  I m y se lf am  
not under law, th a t I m igh t g a in  those  
under la w .” (1 C orinth ians 9:20) Y es, as 
illu strated  in  the case o f T im othy, Paul 
did w hat he could to  ga in  Jew s, help in g  
them  to becom e C h ristian s. B u t did he  
deal sim ilarly w ith  G en tiles?

Seeking to Gain Gentiles
5 A fter P au l’s arrival in  th e  c ity  o f Cor- 

in th  about the fall o f 50 C .E., he delivered  
w eekly ta lk s in  th e syn agogu e to  an audi- 
ence of Jew s and G reek prosely tes to  the  
Jew ish  fa ith . B u t h is  zealous preaching  
sparked such opposition  th a t he told h is  
adversaries: “Let your blood be upon your  
own heads. I am  clean. From  now  on I 
w ill go to people o f th e n a tio n s .” Jehovah  
blessed  th is  m ove, for “m any o f th e Corin- 
th ian s th at heard began to believe and be 
baptized” as C h ristians. Indeed, in  a vi- 
sion , th e Lord exhorted  Paul to  stick  to  
th a t a ss ig n m e n t, te l l in g  h im : “I have  
m any people in  th is  c ity .”— A cts 18:1-10.

6 P au l’s gen u in e d esire to ga in  G entile  
converts to  C h ristian ity  prom pted him  to  
take an in terest also in  people w hose back- 
ground w as very d ifferen t from  h is own. 
“To those [th e  G en tiles] w ith ou t law  I 
becam e as w ithout law , a lthou gh  I am  not 
w ithout law  tow ard God but under law  
toward C hrist, th a t I m igh t ga in  those  
w ithout la w .” (1 C orinth ians 9:21) How  
did the apostle seek  to ga in  G entiles?

7 W hen Paul w en t to Jerusalem  about 
49 C.E. to  a tten d  th e  im p ortan t m eetin g  
of the C hristian  con gregation ’s govern in g

5. To whom did Paul preach in Corinth, and 
with what result?
6. What prompted Paul’s interest in those 
whose background differed from his?
7. With regard to circumcision, why was Titus’ 
situation different from that of Timothy?

n esses  o f Jehovah w ere en tru sted  w ith  
“th e m in istry  o f th e recon cilia tion .” Said  
Paul: “A s su b stitu tes  for C hrist w e beg: 
‘Becom e reconciled  to  G od.’ ” (2 C orinthi- 
ans 5:18-20) W ith  w h at a ttitu d e  did the  
apostle carry out th is  m in istry?  “Though  
I am free from  all p erso n s ,” he said, “I 
have m ade m y se lf th e  slave to  all, th a t I 
m ay gain  th e m ost p erso n s .” (1 C orinthi- 
ans 9:19) U nquestionab ly , Paul m ade con- 
sc ien tiou s effort to  p resen t h is m essage in  
an effective w ay, for he a lso  said: “I do all 
th in gs for th e sake o f th e  good new s, th at  
I m ay becom e a sharer o f it  w ith  o th ers.” 
(1 C orinth ians 9:23) So, w h at can w e learn  
from  P au l’s exam ple?

Helping Humble Jews
3 P au l’s Jew ish  background and his w ill- 

in g n ess  to  do all th in g s  for th e  sake o f the  
good new s equipped h im  to help hum ble 
Jew s to accept J e su s  as th e M essiah. For 
exam ple, consid er w h at th e apostle did 
w hen he chose T im othy as h is travelin g  
com panion. T im othy, w h ose father w as  
Greek, had not been circum cised  as Jew ish  
m ale children w ere. (L ev iticu s 12:2, 3) 
Paul knew  th at Jew s m igh t be stum bled if  
an uncircum cised  you n g  m an tried  to help  
them  to becom e reconciled  to  God. There- 
fore, so th a t h on esth earted  Jew s m ight 
not be h indered from  accep tin g  J esu s, 
w hat did Paul do? H e “took [T im othy] and  
circum cised  him  because o f th e J e w s .” 
T his w as done even  though  circum cision  
was not a C hristian  req u irem en t.— A cts  
16:1-3.

4 So  it  w as th a t Paul w as doing th in g s  
for th e  sake of th e  good new s w hen he  
expressed  lov in g  concern for fellow  Jew s.

3. How was Paul’s willingness to do all things 
for the sake of the good news shown in connec- 
tion with Timothy and the Jews?
4. According to 1 Corinthians 9:20, what was 
Paul’s objective?
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w eakn esses in  h is  fa ith , but not to  m ake  
d ecision s on inw ard q u e s t io n in g s .” In- 
stead  o f b e in g  ju d gm en ta l, P au l said: 
“Pursue th e th in g s m aking for peace and  
the th in gs th a t are upbuilding to  one an- 
other.” (R om ans 14:1, 13, 19) H e coun- 
seled: “W e, though, who are stro n g  ou gh t  
to  bear th e  w e a k n e sse s  o f  th o s e  n o t  
strong, and not to  be p leasin g  o u rse lv es .” 
(R om ans 15:1) Aw are o f h is  ob ligation  to  
adjust h is w ay o f speak ing  and a c tin g  so  
as to help others, he wrote: “I have becom e  
all th in gs to people o f all so r ts .”— 1 Corin- 
th ian s 9:22b; G alatians 3:28.

Improve Your Preaching Skills
10Jehovah’s W itn esses  today need  to  

im ita te  Paul as he im ita ted  C h rist. (1 Co- 
rin th ians 11:1) The apostle  w as a sk illfu l 
preacher who had th e  m ission ary  sp irit. 
The sam e can be true in  our case, though  
our circum stances m ay not allow  u s to  
serve in  a foreign  field. Like Paul, w e m u st  
‘do all th in g s  for the sake of th e  good new s  
so th a t w e m ay share it  w ith  o th ers .’ 
(1 C orinthians 9:23) B u t w h at can im - 
prove our sk ills as K ingdom  preachers and  
disciple m akers?— M atthew  28:19, 20.

11 W ork to  develop your pow ers o f obser- 
vation. B y being  observant, you can learn  
m uch th at w ill help you to adapt your  
presen tation  o f th e good new s to  ind iv id -  
ual householders. For in stan ce , if  you w it- 
n ess to  c ity  dw ellers, observe th e  locks on  
the door, th e relig ious decorations, and  
the slogan s on w indow  stick ers. T h ese  
th in gs can help you to g ive a w itn ess  th a t  
m ay touch the hearts of th e people liv in g  
in  such hom es. Paul surely  w as observant. 
In A thens he used an a ltar “To an U n- 
known God” as one featu re  o f h is  fine  
w itn ess  regarding “th e  God th a t m ade the

10. How can we today imitate Paul?
11. As a minister, why develop your powers of 
observation?

body, he w as accom panied by the Greek 
discip le  T itu s. To th e  assem bled brothers, 
P aul delivered a report on h is preaching  
w ork am ong th e people o f th e nation s, and  
he la ter  wrote: “N ot even  T itus, who was 
w ith  m e, w as com pelled to  be circum cised, 
althou gh  he w as a G reek .” (G alatians 2: 
1-3) U n lik e T im othy, T itu s perform ed his  
m in istry  prim arily  am ong uncircum cised  
people of th e  n a tion s. H ence, the issu e  of 
circu m cision  did n ot arise  in  h is case. 
— 2 C orin th ian s 8:6, 16-18, 23; 12:18; Ti- 
tu s  1:4, 5.

8 G iv in g  a w itn ess  in  A th en s, Paul again  
d em on strated  th a t he did all th in gs for the  
sake o f th e  good n ew s. T aking in to  ac- 
cou n t th e  th in k in g  o f in h ab itan ts of that  
G recian capital, he told them  about the  
God unknow n to  them  and quoted their  
p oets A ratus and C leanthes, who said: 
“For w e are also  h is p rogen y .” The apostle  
th u s sou gh t to  help  h is  lis ten ers  to under- 
stan d  th a t th ey  “ought not to  im agine  
th a t th e  D ivine B ein g  is  . . . like som e- 
th in g  scu lp tured  by th e art and contriv- 
ance o f m a n .” M oreover, Paul reasoned: 
“God h as overlooked th e  tim es of such  
ignorance, y e t now  he is  te llin g  m ankind  
th a t th ey  should all everyw here rep en t.” 
He effectively  d irected  a tten tio n  to the  
“Lord o f heaven  and ea rth ,” Jehovah. And 
th e resu lt?  “Som e m en joined them selves  
to  h im  and becam e b e lievers.” (A cts 17: 
22-34) Y es, P au l’s m ethods were success- 
fu ll

9 “To th e w eak I becam e weak, th at I 
m igh t ga in  th e w eak ,” said  Paul. (1 Co- 
r in th ia n s 9:22a) Though h is speech was 
forceful, th e  apostle considered the weak  
con scien ces o f certa in  Jew s and G entiles  
in  th e  con gregation . He urged Rom an  
C h ristian s: “W elcom e th e  m an h av in g

8. How did Paul give a witness in Athens?
9. How did Paul become ‘weak to the weak,’ and 
why?
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quate inform ation  about yourself. In som e  
areas, especially  in  A frica and A sia , people 
are so in terested  in  v is ito rs  th a t th ey  are 
eager to g e t an sw ers to  such  q u estion s as: 
W ho are you? W here do you live? Are you  
m arried? Do you have a fam ily? To con- 
tribute to the p lea sa n tn ess  o f th e  occa- 
sion , custom  dem ands th a t you answ er  
th ese  questions before exp la in in g  th e  pur- 
pose o f your v isit . Do n ot v iew  such greet-  
in gs as u n n ecessary , but u se  th e  tim e to  
observe th e person and build respectfu l 
eye contact w ith  him .

16 U se good q u estion s to  m ain ta in  com- 
m unication  w ith  th e householder. Though  
a person’s countenance m ay reveal som e- 
th in g , h is th ou gh ts and fee lin g s  need to  be 
understood. To th a t end, you m igh t sk ill- 
fu lly  use q u estion s to prom pt th e  house- 
holder to express h is  v iew s and sen ti-  
m en ts. To illu strate: One ch ild less lady  
who had g iven  m uch a tten tio n  to  an im als  
said th is  about th e v is it  o f a W itn ess:  
“W hat I rem em ber about her sm ilin g  face  
w as the peace. I w as in trigued . T his lady  
asked me w hat concerned m e m ost about 
the conditions on th e earth . I said  I w as  
worried about th e w ay m an treated  an i-  
m als, and she show ed m e Isaiah 11:6-9  
about an im als liv in g  in  tru e peace. I w an t-  
ed to know m ore.”

17 Be alert to  com m ents th e  householder  
m ay m ake about h is or her c ircu m stan ces, 
especially  in  frequently  covered territory . 
In th is  way, even  during a sh ort conversa- 
tion , you w ill probably learn  som eth in g  
notew orthy about th e person. A fter leav- 
in g  th e door, briefly note such  inform ation  
on th e house-to-house record. B u t w h at if  
th e  householder ra ises a q u estion  th a t you  
cannot answ er? Then do som e research  in

16. How may good questions be helpful in main- 
taining communication with a householder?
17. Why be alert to comments the householder 
may make about his or her circumstances?

world and all th e  th in g s  in  i t .” (A cts 17: 
22-25) You can do sim ilar th in g s  in  your 
m inistry .

12 U se d iscern m en t in  th e m in istry . Do 
not be d iscouraged by a p erson ’s in itia l 
reluctance to  open th e  door and speak to  
you. Instead  o f le tt in g  you rse lf be turned  
away by a stern  countenance, m an ifest  
kindness and u se  d iscern m en t. Endeavor  
to  adapt your w itn e ss  to  th e  circum stanc- 
es. W ith  even  b rief prayerful thought, you  
m ay be able to  say  som eth in g  th a t w ill 
strike a resp onsive chord in  th e  person’s 
h ea rt.— Com pare N ehem iah  2:4-6.

13 B e consid erate. In th is  regard, vari- 
ous th in g s can be done for th e sake of 
the good new s. For in sta n ce , consider- 
ation  w ill prevent you from  keeping elder- 
ly or sick persons sta n d in g  a t th e door 
very long. You m igh t su g g est  th a t you  
speak w ith  them  in sid e  th e  house, w here  
they  m ay be m ore at ease. Or you m ay  
decide th a t under th e  c ircu m stan ces it  
would be good to  m ake your v is it  brief. In 
any case, be con sid erate. Show  th at you  
care!— M atthew  9:35, 36.

14 Speak in  a w ay th a t p uts your listen -  
ers at ease. S tart your w itn ess  w ith  a 
friend ly  g ree tin g  th a t is  acceptable in  
your area. (M atthew  10:12) Take possib le  
fears and prejudices in to  account. Make 
your rem arks courteously  and w ith  genu- 
ine frien d lin ess. T h is w ill help to assure  
householders th a t you are there to help  
and do not have u lterior m otives.

15 H ouseholders need to know  who is  
calling and w hy. Therefore, provide ade-

12. What role does discernment play in our min- 
istry?
13. How might we show consideration for those 
to whom we witness?
14. When witnessing, how can we put listeners 
at ease?
15. Why provide adequate information about 
yourself and the reason you are calling at a 
home?
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Africa, she found th a t th e  w ay sh e  used  
cosm etics could easily  id en tify  her w ith  
wom en of loose m orals in  th a t region . 
Therefore, so th a t others w ould n ot ques- 
tion  her m otives, she quickly changed  her  
way of applying m akeup. O f course, all 
W itn e sse s  o f Jeh ovah  sh ou ld  e x e r c ise  
good judgm ent in  dress and groom in g  so  
as to help others sp iritually . C h ristian s, 
who are adm onished ‘not to  put a stu m -  
bling block before a brother’ and to  pursue  
th in gs upbuilding to one another, surely  
do not w an t to  stum ble anyone e lse .— Ro- 
m ans 14:13, 19.

20 Success as K ingdom  proclaim ers de- 
pends prim arily  on Jeh ovah ’s b le ss in g . 
(1 C orinthians 3:6, 7) Y et, w e also  need  to  
put forth  effort. So be observant, as Paul 
was in h is m in istry . U se  d iscern m en t, be 
considerate, put householders a t ease, and  
use good questions to m ain ta in  com m uni- 
cation  w ith  them . Adapt to cu stom s th a t  
m ay seem  strange but are not un scrip tu r-  
al. Yes, le t  u s ‘do all th in g s for th e  sake of 
the good new s, th a t w e m ay becom e shar- 
ers o f it  w ith  o th ers.’ (1 C orin th ian s 9:23) 
B ut w hat happens w hen som e are already  
part o f our C hristian  brotherhood? H ow do 
we treat them ?

20. (a) In summary, what will help us to “do all 
things for the sake of the good news”? (b) What 
questions remain to be answered?

How Would You Answer?
□ W hat did Paul do to help Jew s 
becom e Christians?
□ How did Paul seek  to gain 
Gentiles?
□ W hat are som e w ays to improve 
our preaching skills?
□ Paul se t what example for 
missionaries and other Kingdom 
proclaimers?

th e  W atch  Tow er S o c ie ty ’s publications to  
d eterm in e th e  b est w ay to  share the good 
n ew s w ith  th e  ind ividual th e  n ex t tim e  
you call.

An Example for Missionaries
18 A m ong th ose  doing  all th in g s for the  

sake o f th e  good new s are m ission aries  
tra in ed  at th e  W atch tow er Bible School of 
G ilead. T hey can learn  from  Paul, who had 
a fine m ission ary  sp irit. For in stan ce, he  
did n o t w an t to  be responsib le for obsta- 
cles th a t m igh t prevent Jew s and G entiles  
from  accep tin g  th e tru th . Therefore, the  
ap ostle  w as careful about w hat he ate  
and adm onished  C orinth ian  C hristians to  
w atch  th a t ex erc isin g  th eir  r igh t to eat 
c e r ta in  food s did n o t stu m b le  o th ers. 
(1 C orin th ian s 8:8, 9 ) In th e New Century 
Bible, P rofessor F. F. B ruce stated: “In all 
in d ifferen t th in g s  (su ch  as th e food which  
w as a t issu e  in  [1 C orin th ian s] chapter 8), 
[P au l] conform s to th e cu stom s o f those  
w ith  w hom  he is  a t th e  tim e, so as to  put 
no obstacle  in  th e w ay o f ‘w in n in g ’ them  
for th e  g o sp e l.” (R om ans 14:21) Sim ilarly, 
m ission aries am ong Jehovah’s W itn esses  
do not try  to  change th e custom s o f people 
in  th eir  a ss ig n m en ts , though new  ones are 
g iv en  sp iritual help  to  m ake adjustm ents  
needed  to  p lease G od.— Rom ans 12:1, 2.

19T hose sta r tin g  out in  a m issionary  
a ss ig n m en t need to  learn  about people’s 
w ays and cu stom s. T h is is an enriching  
exp erien ce  and can help  m ission aries to  be 
m ore effective  in  th e ir  preaching work. In 
fact, to  avoid stu m b lin g  others, they  m ay  
need to m ake ad ju stm en ts in  such m atters  
as dress and groom ing. For exam ple, when  
one m ission ary  s is ter  first arrived in W est

18. What can missionaries and others learn 
from Paul?
19. In making disciples, what adjustments may 
be necessary for (a) those in missionary work? 
(b) all Kingdom publishers?
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TAKE A  PERSONAL INTEREST
IN OTHERS

" Keeping an  eye, not in personal interest upon just your own matters, but also in 
personal interest upon those of the others."—PHIUPP1ANS 2 :4 .

upon th ose o f the o th ers .’ (P h ilipp ians 2:4) 
Instead  o f seek ing  our ow n advantage, we 
should especially  be in terested  in  others  
spiritually . W hat, th en , are som e w ays in  
w hich w e take such a personal in terest in  
others?

Spiritual Interest 
and Personality Differences

4 Our spiritual in terest  in  others is en- 
hanced w hen w e personally  apply know l- 
edge o f Scriptural tru th  and learn  to pat- 
tern  ourselves according to J esu s  C h rist’s 
exam ple. (1 P eter 2:21) A s true C hris- 
tian s, w e ‘put aw ay th e old personality  
w hich conform s to our form er course o f  
conduct’ and work a t rep lacing  th is  w ith  
“th e new  personality  w h ich  w as created  
according to God’s w ill in  tru e righ teous-  
n ess  and lo y a lty .” (E p h esia n s 4 :22-24) 
Thus, selfish  a ttitu d es are progressively  
replaced by kind, con sid erate  concern for 
oth ers.— Isaiah 65:25.

5 Rem arkable though  ch an ges in  person- 
a lity  have been am ong Jeh ovah ’s people, 
sin fu l ten dencies s till rem ain . E ven Paul 
acknowledged: “W hen I w ish  to  do w hat is  
right, w hat is  bad is  p resen t w ith  m e.” 
(R om ans 7:21) Of course, other inherited  
and acquired ch aracter istics  e x is t , and  
th ese  id en tify  us. Som e have an artis-  
tic  flair, o thers an  an a ly tica l approach. 
W hereas som e are qu iet and reserved ,

4. According to Ephesians 4:22-24, what chang- 
es enhance our spiritual interest in others?
5. Why are there different personalities in the 
Christian congregation, prompting what ques- 
tion?

W E HAVE good reasons for tak in g  
a personal in terest  in  others. 
For in s ta n c e , fe llo w  h u m an s  

should in terest  us because w e differ from  
one another. The gen etic  m aterial o f our 
body cells carries a b lueprin t of our hered- 
itary m akeup. So d istin c tiv e  is it th at  
crim e-detection  agen cies  have added ge- 
netic  “fin gerp rin tin g” to  their  range of 
identification  tech n iq u es.

2 There are other reason s w hy we differ  
and are in terestin g  as ind ividuals. From  
conception, w e are subject to  th e influence  
of our environ m ent. There is  m uch evi- 
dence th a t unborn babies react to  w hat 
goes on outside th e wom b. Then, after we  
en ter  the world as in dependent breathers, 
or souls, our p a ren ts’ a ttitu d es and w ays  
affect us. A s w e grow  up, w e m ay be an  
only child or be joined by brothers and  
sisters  and have som e share in  caring for 
them . Such associa tion  or lack of it  has a 
bearing on how  w e develop. W hat we read, 
are tau gh t in  school, and w atch  on telev i-  
sion  also in fluence our th in k in g  and ac- 
tion s.

3 So, th en , th e  w ay w e differ prom otes 
som e in terest  in  one another. B u t the  
apostle Paul had in  m ind a h igher reason  
for in terest in  others. T hus, he urged fel- 
low C h ristians to  be ‘k eep in g  an eye, not 
in  personal in terest  upon ju st th eir  own  
m a tters , but a lso  in  person al in te r e st

1, 2. What are some reasons for taking a per- 
sonal interest in others?
3. In harmony with Philippians 2:4, what inter- 
est should we especially have in others?
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W itn e sse s  and d evote  o u r se lv e s  to  it  
w holeheartedly. As th e son g  adds: “T ho’ 
but sm all our service, y e t  th ereb y  w e  
prove our h eart’s full devotion  and express  
our love .”—Sing P ra ise s to Jehovah , song  
130.

Consider Others Superior
8 U n ity  is  also prom oted by consid ering  

others superior to oneself. Paul wrote: 
“If, then , there is any encouragem ent in  
Christ, if  any consolation  of love, if  any  
sharing of sp irit, if  any ten der affections  
and com passions, m ake m y joy fu ll in  th at  
you are of the sam e m ind and have the  
sam e love, being joined togeth er  in  soul, 
holding the one thought in  m in d .” N otice

8. How is unity promoted by applying what Paul 
said at Philippians 2:1-3?

others are gregarious and  
ou tgo in g . How, th en , is  the  
u n ity  o f the C hristian  con- 
gregation  to be m ainta ined  
am id such p ersonality  d if- 
ferences?

6 If w e are to show  spiri- 
tu al in terest  in  others and  
p reserve C h ristian  u n ity , 
w e m u st be rea listic  and  
u n d erstan d in g . S ince God 
does not require perfection  
o f us, we should not de- 
m and it  o f our C h ristian  
a sso c ia te s . M oreover, Je-  
hovah does not expect all of 
h is  servan ts  to  be exactly  
th e  sam e. In the C hristian  
con gregation , all o f us have  
a place and can use our 
in h erited , G od-given abili- 
t ie s  to  further h is work.
(1 C orinth ians 1 2 :1 2 2 6  If (־
we keep busy laboring un- 
der th e  d irec tio n  o f th e  
H ead o f th e  congregation ,
J esu s  C hrist, w e w ill not 
have tim e to look at one another in  a 
critica l way. (1 C orinth ians 4:1-4) As a 
craftsm an  know s, each tool is  designed to  
do certa in  work. Can a ham m er make the  
fine hole th a t a drill does? W ill a plane 
used  to shape wood effectively  drive a 
screw  in to  it?  No, for each tool has its  
proper use.

7 H ow true th e w ords o f the K ingdom  
son g  “Joyfu l S erv ice”! It urges: “Let us 
serve w ith  joyfu ln ess our God and K ing, 
as our g ifts  and ta len ts  to  h is work we 
b r in g .” True, we m ay not have outstand- 
in g  ability . Y et, we keep upperm ost in  
m ind th e work assign ed  to  us as Jehovah’s

6. How should we view personality differences, 
and how would you illustrate this?
7. As we share together in Kingdom service, 
what should we keep uppermost in mind?
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As each tool is designed 
to do a certain work, all in 
the Christian 
congregation can use 
God-given abilities to 
further God's work

To promote Christian 
unity, take a personal 
interest in others

that the apostle adds: “D oing n oth in g  out 
of con ten tiou sn ess or out o f ego tism , but 
w ith  low lin ess o f m ind con sid erin g  th at  
the others are superior to y o u .”— P hilippi- 
ans 2 : 1 3 .־

9 N ot consid ering others superior, a con־ 
ten tiou s person exh ib its “an o ften  per־ 
verse and w earisom e ten d en cy  to quarrels 
and d isp u tes .” ( W ebster's New Collegiate 
Dictionary) This tra it m ay m an ifest itse lf  
in  “debates about w ord s.” (1 T im othy 6:4) 
Surely, the sp irit behind the words and  
the thoughts th ey  convey should be of 
prime concern. So avoid being  a stick ler  
for certain  expressions used orally or in  
w ritten  m aterial. And w h at if  a d ifferent 
view  about som e b elief is  presented  to  
you? Loyally adhere to th e Scriptural in  ־
form ation provided by God through “the  
fa ithfu l and d iscreet s la v e .” (M atthew  24: 
4 5 4 7 A (־ fter all, th a t is how w e learned  

the tru th  in  th e first place. 
R ecognizing th is  helps us to  
avoid being  ego tistica l, th a t is, 
having an exaggerated  sen se  
of self-im portance.

Develop Personal Interest 
in Others

10 R e m e m b e r  t h a t  P a u l  
urged us to ‘keep an eye, not in  
personal in terest upon ju st our 
own m atters, but also in per- 
sonal in terest upon th ose of 
the o th ers.’ (P h ilipp ians 2:4) 
W hat does th is  m ean? Ju st as 
b ein g  ob servan t o f our sur- 
roundings m ay help us in  the  
field m in istry , so tak in g  an in- 
terest in  th e  w elfare o f others

9. What does it mean to be conten- 
tious and egotistical, and how can 
we avoid these traits?
10. What application of Philippi- 
ans 2:4 should be made in the con- 
gregation?



Paul left elders a fine 
example of how to show 
loving concern for fellow 
believers

w hat w e have in  m ind th a t w e fa il to  
consider th e fee lin gs o f others. A s an ex- 
ample: J u st as one program  p articip an t  
arrived for th e Service M eetin g , an  elder  
spoke to him  quickly about a m atter  to  be 
announced. To th e elder’s surprise and  
sham e, th e  p artic ip an t looked at h im , 
sm iled, and said: “F irst, B rother, good  
even in g!” The m atter to  be announced  w as  
discussed  after th ey  exchanged  frien d ly  
greetin gs and the brother w as put a t ease. 
W hat a lesson  th at elder learned! Do not 
be too quick, th u s ign orin g  th e  cou rtesies  
that make your relation sh ip  w ith  others  
pleasant.

13 Fellow fee lin g  m oves elders to  d is-  
play com passion and other fine tra its . A t 
tim es, th ese  m en m ust be g en tle , “as w hen  
a n ursing  m other cherishes her ow n chil- 
dren .” (1 T h essalon ians 2:7) H elp ing som e  
individuals calls for m uch patience and  
loving support. Those who have ‘le ft the  
love th ey  had at fir st’ m ay need to be

13. Fellow feeling moves elders to do what in 
dealing with their Christian associates?

in  th e  c o n g reg a tio n  w ill 
fu rn ish  us opportun ities to  
cem en t th e  bond o f love  
th a t u n ites  us. P articu larly  
do eld ers have a resp onsi-  
b ility  to  show  concern for  
fellow  b elievers, for a prov- 
erb sta tes: “You ought to  
k n o w  p o s it iv e ly  th e  ap- 
p ea ra n ce  o f  you r f lo c k .”
(P roverbs 27:23) Of course, 
all o f u s can and should be 
a tte n tiv e  to  th e needs of  
our fellow  b e lievers.— 1 Pe- 
ter  2:17.

11 A nother w ay to  prom ote u n ity  and 
develop in terest in  o thers is  to  take tim e  
to  com m unicate w ell w ith  your spiritual 
brothers and s is ters . F ind out w hat they  
are th in k in g . T his can be done w hen you  
v is it  th e ir  hom es, before and after m eet- 
in g s  a t th e  K ingdom  H all, and betw een  
se ss io n s  o f our assem b lies. And lis ten  
carefu lly  w hen th ey  speak. T his m ay m ean  
th a t w e w ill hear about th e  difficulties  
th ey  face, but th en  w e m ay be able to help  
carry th eir  burdens and th u s fulfill the law  
o f th e  C hrist. (G alatians 6:2) Y et, som e- 
th in g  m ore th an  ta lk in g  w ith  our brothers 
w ill safeguard  th e u n ity  o f th e congrega- 
tion . W h at is  that?

Manifest Fellow Feeling
12 Fellow  fee lin g  also prom otes Chris- 

tia n  u n ity . W ith  life ’s m ounting  pres- 
sures, all o f u s need to  m an ifest th is  qual- 
ity . M ay w e never becom e so in ten t on

11. Why do we need to be attentive when talk- 
ing to our spiritual brothers and sisters?
12. Why should we manifest fellow feeling?
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16 If you observe th a t your brother has  
so m e th in g  a g a in s t  you , fo llo w  J e s u s ’ 
counsel to  “m ake your peace w ith  your  
brother.” (M atthew  5:24) Talk the prob- 
lem  over in  a calm , kind m anner, try in g  to  
understand each o th er’s v iew poin t. In th is  
way, the m atter can u su a lly  be resolved  
and th e peace o f th e con gregation  can be 
m aintained.

Gaining Unbelievers
17 One o f the m ost d ifficu lt s itu a tio n s  

in  w hich to  apply Scrip tural princip les is  
w ith in  a re lig iou sly  d ivided  household. 
M any C h ristian s labor fa ith fu lly  w hile  
coping w ith  fru stra tion s and difficu lties  
caused by a lack o f sp iritu a l u n ity  in  their  
m arriage. How can th ey  be helped?

18 B ecause o f tak in g  a personal in terest  
in  others, elders g lad ly  provide sp iritual 
help for th ose liv in g  in  re lig iou sly  divided  
households. For in stan ce , a tten tio n  m ay  
be directed to P eter ’s counsel about the  
conduct o f C hristian  w ives in  th is  s itu a -  
tion . He te lls  them  to  be in  subjection  to  
their husbands, even  i f  th ese  are unbeliev- 
ers and “not obedient to  th e  w ord .” W hy

16. What should be done if you observe that 
your brother has something against you?
17, 18. What counsel did Peter give to Chris- 
tian wives living in religiously divided house- 
holds?
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incited  to  greater  a c tiv ity  and m ay need  
help to  appreciate  th e  u rgen cy  o f our 
tim es. (R evelation  2:4; 2 T im othy 4:2; He- 
brews 6:11, 12) Like Paul, elders have  
“ten d er  a f fe c t io n ” for C h r istia n  a sso -  
ciates, exh ortin g  and con so lin g  them  ‘to  
the end th a t th ey  should  go on walk- 
in g  w orth ily  o f G od.’— 1 T h essa lon ian s 2: 
8, 11, 12.

14 Paul le ft  elders a fine exam ple o f how  
to  show  lov in g  concern for th e w elfare of 
spiritual brothers and s is ters . He wrote: 
“B esides th ose th in g s  o f an external kind, 
there is w hat rushes in  on  m e from  day to  
day, th e  a n x ie ty  for all th e  congrega- 
t io n s .” B ecause Paul had such  concern, he  
could ask: “W ho is w eak, and I am not 
weak? W ho is  stum bled, and I am  not 
incen sed?” If you are an elder, do you have  
such fellow  fee lin g ? — 2 C orinthians 11: 
28, 29.

Gaining Your Brother
15 Show ing fellow  fee lin g  prom otes uni- 

ty  am ong Jeh ovah ’s serv a n ts . On rare 
occasions, how ever, personal d ifferences  
m ay arise. W hen  m a tters  o f a serious  
nature are involved, C h ristian s are to fol- 
low J e su s ’ counsel recorded at M atthew  
18:15-17. N ote th e  first step . It is to  talk  
w ith  your brother p rivately  in  order to  
“lay bare h is fa u lt .” W hat should be your  
aim ? W hy, ‘g a in in g  your brother’! Said  
Jesu s: “If he lis ten s  to  you, you have  
gained  your b roth er.” H appily, speaking  
togeth er p rivately  is  u su ally  all th a t is  
needed to restore peaceful relations be- 
tw een  you and your fellow  w orshiper of 
Jehovah.

14. What evidence did Paul give that he had 
fellow feeling?
15. When serious difficulties arise between 
brothers, what counsel of Jesus at Matthew 18: 
15 should be followed, and what should be the 
aim?
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learns w hat is in  th e heart o f each m em ber  
of h is fam ily. The elders m ay also encour- 
age him  to  keep on try in g  to  help  h is  w ife  
w ith  words “seasoned  w ith  sa lt ,” tactfu lly  
presen ting  Scriptural tru th  to her on ap- 
propriate occasion s.— C olossians 4:6.

21 Show ing in terest in  relatives o f Chris- 
tia n s  in  re lig io u sly  d iv id ed  h o u seh o ld s  
som etim es sparks a response to  th e  K ing- 
dom m essage. To illustrate: One C hristian  
man w as discouraged because h is w ife  had  
bitterly  opposed him  for several years. An  
elder offered to call and help w ith  a B ible  
discussion . A rriving at the hom e, th e el- 
der greeted  the w ife p leasantly  and asked: 
“W ould you care to s it  in  w ith  u s?” That 
friendly in v ita tion  so im pressed the w om an  
that she gladly joined in  th e d iscu ssion . 
Soon she accepted th e  tru th  and began  to  
preach to others.

22A s Jehovah’s W itn esses, then , le t us  
“do all th in g s for the sake o f th e good  
n ew s.” (1 C orinthians 9:23) Indeed, “as 
long as w e have tim e favorable for it , le t  
us work w h at is  good tow ard all, bu t espe- 
cially toward those related  to  u s in  th e  
fa ith .” (G alatians 6:10) M ay w e tak e per- 
sonal in terest in  one another so th a t love  
will flourish in  our w orldw ide brother- 
hood.

21. How might an unbelieving wife be helped to 
take an interest in the truth?
22. Why take personal interest in one another?

How Would You Answer?
□ Why, especially, should we be 
interested in o thers?
□ How can we develop personal 
interest in fellow believers?
□ How may elders express fellow 
feeling?
□ W hat may result from our taking 
personal interest in unbelievers?

be in  subjection? “In order th a t . . . they  
m ay be w on [or, ga in ed ] w ithout a word 
through  th e  conduct o f th eir  w iv es .” (1 Pe- 
ter  3:1; Kingdom Interlinear) B u t how ef- 
fectiv e  is  it  to  apply th is  counsel?

19 A  w om an nam ed V era adm its that  
w h en  she first becam e a C hristian , she  
co n sta n tly  ta lked  to  her husband about 
B ible tru th , and he becam e fed up w ith  
it. “F ollow ing Scriptural advice received  
from  an eld er ,” she adds, “I decided that  
it  w as b etter  to be tactfu l and w ait for 
favorable op p ortu n ities to  presen t them - 
se lv e s .” B asica lly , V era applied 1 Peter  
3:1, a lthou gh  she took som e in itia tiv e  to  
prom pt her husband, Barry, to  d iscu ss  
B ible princip les. He later explained: “Over 
th e  years, I noticed  th a t [com pan-
ion  journal o f The W atchtower] appeared  
in  u n u su a l p laces about th e  house. It 
conta ined  item s th a t w ere practical and  
som etim es ahead o f th e n ew s .” A s a resu lt, 
a fter  20 years o f d isu n ity , Barry and Vera  
are happy to  be u n ited  in  Jehovah’s ser- 
vice.

20A  b eliev in g  husband faces great dif- 
A cuities if  h is w ife is  opposed to true  
C h ristia n ity  and in fluences th eir  children  
a g a in st him . T ak ing a personal in terest in  
such a m an, elders can draw atten tion  to  
helpfu l B ible princip les. For in stan ce, it  
can be pointed  out th a t desp ite  h is w ife ’s 
op p osition , he is  th e  fam ily  head and  
should  g ive  h is ch ildren  Scriptural in- 
s tr u c t io n . (E p h e s ia n s  6 :4 ) H e can  be 
urged to  dw ell w ith  h is w ife “according to  
k n ow led ge ,” sh ow in g  in terest  in  w hat she  
does and h elp in g  her w ith  household du- 
t ie s  and th e  care of th e  children. (1 Peter  
3:7) Above all, th e b eliev in g  husband and  
fa th er  should be encouraged to keep the  
lin es  o f com m unication  open so th at he

19. Give an example to illustrate the benefit of 
applying 1 Peter 3:1.
20. What help can elders give Christian hus- 
bands in religiously divided households?
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׳!AWAY WITH THE GODLESS׳

th e stad ium . M otion- 
in g  tow ard them , he  
groaned, looked heav- 
e n w a r d , a n d  s a id :  
“A w ay w ith  th e  athe- 
i s t s ! ” In d eed , ‘A w ay  
w ith  th e  god less!’

T he proconsul th en  
sp ok e w ith  g r e a te r  u r g e n c y , sa y in g :  
“Take th e oath  and I release you; re- 
v ile  C h r is t .” B u t P o lycarp  resp onded: 
“E ig h ty -six  years have I served  H im , and  
He has done m e no w rong. H ow can I 
blasphem e m y K ing who h as saved  m e?” 

P reparations w ere th en  m ade for th e  
aged m an ’s execu tion . H is flesh  w as to  be 
consum ed by fire. W hy? J u st w ho w as  
Polycarp? A nd w h at ev en ts  led  up to  h is  
death?

TH E m a s s e s  re-  
ga rd ed  h im  a s  
g o d less , a m an  

seek in g  to  d iscou rage  
w orsh ip  and  d estro y  
th e ir  g od s. D esp ised  
and b elittled , he w as  
b rou gh t b efore th em  
in  pub lic  a ssem b ly . W h en  th e  g o v er-  
nor m ade inquiry, a  s ta te ly  m an of 86  
years o f age stepp ed  forth  and acknow l- 
edged h is id en tity . H is nam e w as Poly- 
carp.

The R om an provincial governor S ta tiu s  
Q u ad ratu s proceed ed  w ith  th e  w ords: 
“S w ear by th e  gen iu s o f Caesar; change  
you r  m in d  an d  sa y , ‘A w a y  w ith  th e  
a th e is ts!’ ” Polycarp  th en  gazed  a t th e  
v a s t  crow d  o f  la w le s s  p a g a n s  f il lin g
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w ill of God through Jesu s C h rist” th a t w e  
gain  sa lvation . Polycarp w arns a g a in st  
the love o f m oney and rem inds h is  readers  
th at forn icators and m en who lie  w ith  m en  
w ill not in h erit G od’s K ingdom . (Com pare  
1 T im othy 6:10; 1 C orinth ians 6:9, 10 .) He 
also includes exh ortation  for w iv es to  love  
their husbands and for elders to  be “com - 
passionate and m ercifu l.” A ll are urged to  
“be zealous in  th e  pursu it o f th a t w hich is  
good.” F inally, Polycarp pleads: “M ay th e  
God and Father o f our Lord J esu s C hrist, 
and Jesu s C hrist H im self, who is  th e Son  
of God, and our everlastin g  H igh  P r iest , 
build you up in  fa ith  and tru th , and in  
all m eekn ess, g en tlen ess , patience, lon g-  
suffering, forbearance, and p u r ity .”

P o ly ca rp  q u o ted  l ib e r a lly  from  th e  
Scriptures. In h is le tter  to  th e  P hilip- 
pians, he referred to M atthew , A cts, Ro- 
m ans, 1 C orinthians, 2 C orinth ians, Ga- 
la t ia n s ,  E p h e s ia n s , 2 T h e s s a lo n ia n s ,  
1 Tim othy, 1 Peter, and likely other por- 
tion s o f th e Scrip tures. T his g ives u s an  
ind ication  th a t at lea st som e p rofessed  
C hristians sought to adhere to  Scrip tural 
principles during th e difficult period fol- 
low ing th e  death  o f th e  apostles.

His Work in Smyrna
Sm yrna, an an cien t coasta l c ity  o f A sia  

M inor, w as a busy and prosperous trad in g  
center. It w as also a cen ter  for w orship  of 
the S ta te . For in stan ce, R om an em perors 
were featured  prom inently  as d e itie s  on  
coins and in  in scrip tion s. P agan relig iou s  
philosophies were prom oted by im perial 
authority.

E vidently , a num ber o f th ose  associated  
w ith  the Sm yrna con gregation  w ere poor 
m aterially. B u t a t one tim e, th ey  were  
com m ended for b ein g  sp iritually  rich. How  
encouraging it  m u st have been  to  C hris- 
tian s in  Sm yrna to  hear J e s u s ’ w ords re- 
corded by the apostle John! Said  C hrist

Polycarp’s Early Life
Polycarp w as born about 69 C.E. in  A sia  

M inor, a t Sm yrna (th e  m odern-day Turk- 
ish  c ity  o f Izm ir). R eportedly, he w as  
reared by C h ristian  p aren ts. M aturing  
in to  a d istin g u ish ed  gen tlem an , Polycarp  
w as n o ted  for g e n e r o s ity , se lf-d en ia l, 
kin d ly  trea tm en t o f others, and d iligent  
stu d y  o f th e Scrip tures. In tim e he be- 
cam e an overseer in  th e  congregation  at 
Sm yrna.

It h as been  reported th a t in  h is  earlier  
years, Polycarp took advantage of oppor- 
tu n itie s  to  learn  d irectly  from  som e of the  
ap ostles. T he apostle  John apparently was 
one o f h is  teachers. In fact, Irenaeus re- 
la te s  th a t Polycarp “w as not only in stru ct-  
ed by apostles, and had intercourse w ith  
m any who had seen  C hrist, but w as also  
appointed for A sia  by apostles, in  the  
church th a t is in  Sm yrna an overseer.” W e 
can only  im agin e th e  joy and sa tisfaction  
Polycarp derived from  such enrich ing as- 
sociation . It m u st have helped to equip  
him  for h is a ss ig n m en t as an overseer in  
th e co n g reg a tio n .— A cts 20:28; 1 P eter 5: 
1-4.

Upholds Basic Truths
P olycarp’s oversigh t o f th e  congregation  

began in  th e  ch a llen g in g  years o f th e fore- 
told ap ostasy . (2 T h essa lon ian s 2:1-3) He 
w as apparently  w illin g  to  expend h im self  
in  b eh a lf o f others. T hus, w hen Ignatius of 
A n tioch , Syria, en  route to h is m artyrdom  
in  R om e, asked th e P h ilipp ians to send a 
le tter  to  h is hom e congregation , Polycarp  
of Sm yrna saw  to  its  delivery. A t that 
tim e he sen t th e P h ilipp ians h is own let-  
ter.

In P olycarp’s le tter  to  the Philippians, 
w e find reaffirm ation o f certa in  Scriptural 
tru th s. He separates God and Christ, the  
F ather and Son, and says th a t it  is  “by the
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in g  him  to express w orsh ipfu l honor to  
Caesar, Polycarp plain ly  said: “I am  a 
C hristian  . . .  I f  you w an t to  know  the  
m eaning o f C h ristian ity , you have only to  
nam e a day and g ive  m e a h ea r in g .” The 
governor replied: “Try your argu m en ts on  
th e crow d.” B ut Polycarp said: “It is  you  
whom  I th ou gh t it  m igh t be w orth d iscu ss-  
in g  it  w ith , because w e have been  tau gh t  
to  pay all proper resp ect to  pow ers and  
authorities . . .  so lon g  as it  does not 
com prom ise u s .” Shortly  th ereafter  Pol- 
ycarp w as burned to  death  because he 
would not renounce Jesu s C hrist.

Polycarp’s s ta tu s  as a C hristian  is  som e- 
th in g  God alone can determ in e. W hat of 
today? A  vast throng o f tru e C h ristians  
also w ill not renounce C hrist. R ather, they  
declare th a t he is  G od’s M essian ic K ing  
enthroned in  heaven. T hese W itn esses  of 
Jehovah also point out th a t w e are about 
to  see th e fu lfillm ent o f J e su s ’ prophetic  
words concern ing th e “great tr ib u la tion ,” 
the m ost cataclysm ic even t th e  world w ill 
ever know. H owever, th is  betokens not the  
end of hum ankind but o f w ickedness. Sur- 
vival is  possib le  in to  a r igh teou s new  
world of peace and p lea sa n tn ess .— M at- 
thew  24:13, 21, 34; 2 P eter  3:13.

W ho would choose to  figh t a g a in st the  
m essen gers o f such glad tid in gs?  Only  
those who really are god less, even  i f  th ey  
have a “form  of godly d ev o tio n .” (2 Tim o- 
th y  3:5) False relig ious tea ch in g s have  
blinded th e m inds o f som e, and m any are 
“paying a tten tio n  to m islead in g  inspired  
u ttera n ces  and te a c h in g s  o f d em o n s .” 
(1 T im othy 4:1) P resen t-d ay  C h ristians  
have suffered at th e  hands o f th e god less, 
som e to th e point o f death . B u t fa ith fu l 
servan ts o f Jehovah w ill never lose out, 
for th eirs w ill be G od’s even tu a l g ift  o f  
etern a l life . M ean w h ile , th e se  fa ith fu l  
proclaim ers o f G od’s K in gd om  rem ain  
staunch  advocates o f Scrip tural tru th .

to  th e “a n g e l,” or an o in ted  overseers, at 
Sm yrna: “I know  your trib u la tion  and  
poverty— but you are r ich — and th e  bias- 
phem y by th ose  who say  th ey  th em selves  
are Jew s, and y e t th ey  are not but are a 
synagogue of Satan . Do not be afraid of 
the th in g s you are about to  suffer. Look! 
The D evil w ill keep on th row in g  som e of 
you in to  prison th a t you m ay be fu lly  put 
to  th e te s t , and th a t you m ay have tribu- 
la tion  ten  days. Prove you rse lf fa ithfu l 
even to  death , and I w ill g ive you the  
crown o f l ife .”— R evelation  2:8-10.

A ny sp iritu a l r ich n ess th a t m ay have  
continu ed  am ong p ro fessin g  C h ristians at 
Sm yrna w as no doubt d irectly  related to  
the fine oversigh t o f con gregation  elders. 
That era w as one o f tu m u ltu ou s religious  
stru gg lin g , and m em bers o f th e  congrega- 
tion  served am id con flictin g  creeds and  
cults. Their w itn e ss in g  territory  w as rife  
w ith  dem onic practices, includ ing  sorcery  
and astro logy , and th u s th e clim ate was 
one of god lessn ess .

A dding to th e  h o stility  o f the pagan  
populace w as th e b itter  hatred expressed  
by the Jew s. W hen th e  m artyrdom  of 
P o ly ca rp  took  p la ce  on  F eb ru ary  23 , 
155 C .E., fan atica l Jew s reportedly a ss is t-  
ed w ith  th e  g a th erin g  o f firewood. This 
they did even  though  th e  execu tion  took  
place on a great Sabbath day!

Who Are the Godless?
Polycarp  had in ten d ed  to  rem ain  in  

Sm yrna and face th e  danger w hen h is foes  
cam e for him . B u t a t th e u rg in g  o f others, 
he w ithdrew  to  a nearby farm . W hen h is  
w hereabouts becam e know n, he refused to  
m ove again  to elude th ose  search ing  for 
him  but m erely  said: “The w ill o f God be 
d on e.”

E n ter in g  th e stad ium , Polycarp stood  
before th e  governor and th e  v a st, seeth in g  
crowd. A s th e governor p ersisted  in  urg­
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• GEMS ·
From Luke's Gospel

When Luke wrote about the 
grief-stricken widow of Nain 
who lost her only son in death, 
he said that Jesus "was moved 
with pity for her" and then re- 
stored the young man to life. 
(7  Reported only in (־1115:
Luke's Gospel, and heartwarm- 
ing too, is the incident involv- 
ing Zacchaeus, a chief tax col- 
lector. Being of short stature, 
he climbed a tree to see Jesus. 
What a surprise when Jesus said 
that he would stay at the house 
of Zacchaeus! Luke shows that 
the visit was a great blessing to 
the happy host.—19:1-10.

From a Physician's Pen
This Gospel contains many 

terms or words with medical 
meanings or significance. These 
words were not used at all or 
not in a medical sense by other 
writers of the Christian Greek 
Scriptures. But we might expect 
medical language from a physi- 
dan's pen.

For example, only Luke said 
that Peter's mother-in-law had 
"a h igh  fever." (4:38) He also 
wrote: "Look! a man fu l l  o f  lep- 

r o s y ! "  (5:12) To other Gospel 
writers, it was enough to men- 
tion leprosy. But not so with 
the physician Luke, who indi- 
cated that the man's disease was 
in an advanced stage.

Insight Into Customs
Luke said that after Jesus' 

birth, Mary "bound him with 
cloth bands." (2:7) Customarily, 
a newborn infant was washed 
and rubbed with salt, perhaps 
to dry the skin and make it 
firm. Then the baby was 
wrapped in swaddling bands, 
nearly like a mummy. The 
bands kept the body straight 
and warm, and running them 
under the chin and over the

ear of the high priest's slave.
—22:50, 51.

Also unique to Luke's account 
are some of Jesus' parables. 
These include: the two debtors 
(7:41-47); the neighborly Sa- 
maritan (10:30-35); the barren 
fig tree (13:6-9); the grand 
evening meal (14:16-24); the 
prodigal son (15:11-32); the 
rich man and Lazarus (16: 
19-31); and the widow and the 
unrighteous judge. —18:1-8.

Touching Incidents
The physician Luke showed 

concern for women, children, 
and the elderly. He alone men- 
tioned Elizabeth's barrenness, 
her conception, and the birth of 
John. Only his Gospel reported 
the angel Gabriel's appearance 
to Mary. Luke was moved to 
say that Elizabeth's baby leaped 
in her womb as Mary spoke to 
her. He alone told of Jesus' cir- 
cumcision and his presentation 
at the temple, where He was 
seen by aged Simeon and 
Anna. And we owe to Luke's 
Gospel our knowledge of the 
childhood of Jesus and of John 
the Baptizer. —1:12:52־ .

JEHOVAH'S Son, Jesus 
I Christ, is well-known for be- 

J  ing compassionate. How fit- 
ting, then, that the Gospel 
writer Luke should stress com- 
passion, mercy, and fellow feel- 
ing! For Jews and Gentiles alike, 
he wrote a truly heartwarming 
account of Jesus' earthly life.

Certain aspects of this Gospel 
indicate that a scholarly person 
wrote it. For example, it has a 
classical introduction and an ex- 
tensive vocabulary. Such points 
fit the fact that Luke was a 
well-educated physician. (Co- 
lossians 4:14) Though he did 
not become a believer until af- 
ter Jesus' death, he accompa- 
nied Paul to Jerusalem after the 
apostle's third missionary trip. 
Therefore, following Paul's ar- 
rest there and imprisonment at 
Caesarea, this careful researcher 
was able to gather material by 
interviewing eyewitnesses and 
by consulting public records. 
(1:1-4; 3:1, 2) His Gospel may 
have been written at Caesarea 
sometime during the apostle's 
two-year confinement there, 
about 56-58 C.E.

Some Unique Features
At least six of Jesus' miracles 

are unique to Luke's Gospel. 
These are: a miraculous catch of 
fish (5:1-6); raising a widow's 
son at Nain (7 :1 1 1 5  healing ;(־
a woman bent double (13: 
11-13); curing a man of dropsy 
(14:1-4); cleansing ten lepers 
(17 and restoring the ;(־1214:
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the lowest place at the meal. 
Jesus said: 'When invited to a 
feast, choose the lowest place 
and the host will tell you, "Go 
up higher." Then you will have 
honor before your fellow 
guests/ (14:710־) Yes, let us 
humbly put others ahead of 
ourselves. In fact, in applying 
the illustration, Jesus said: 
"Everyone that exalts himself 
will be humbled and he that 
humbles himself will be exalt- 
ed."—14:11.

Also stressing humility, and 
unique with Luke's Gospel, was 
Jesus' illustration about a tax 
collector and a Pharisee praying 
in the temple. Among other 
things, the Pharisee said, "I fast 
twice a week." (18:914־) The 
Law required only one annual 
fast. (Leviticus 16:29) But the 
Pharisees carried fasting to an 
extreme. The one in the illustra- 
tion fasted on the second day 
of the week because that was 
thought to be the time when 
Moses went up into Mount Si- 
nai, where he received the two 
tablets of the Testimony. He is 
said to have descended from 
the mountain on the fifth day 
of the week. (Exodus 31:18; 
32:15-20) The Pharisee cited 
his semiweekly fasting as a 
proof of his piety. But this illus- 
(ration should move us to be 
humble, not self-righteous.

These gems from Luke's Gos- 
pel prove that it is unique and 
instructive. Incidents related in 
the account help us to relive 
touching events in Jesus' earthly 
life. We also benefit from back- 
ground information on certain 
customs. But especially will we 
be blessed if we apply such les- 
sons as those on mercy and hu- 
mility so well taught in this 
Gospel by Luke, the beloved 
physician.

agent for fevers, a purgative, 
and a diuretic." Jesus' illustra- 
tion alluded to the antiseptic 
and disinfectant properties of 
wine, as well as the effective- 
ness of olive oil in helping to 
heal wounds. Of course, the 
point of the parable is that a 
true neighbor acts mercifully. 
That is how we should deal 
with others.—10:36, 37.

Lessons in Humility
Luke alone related an illustra- 

tion that Jesus gave upon seeing 
guests choose the most promi- 
nent places at a meal. During 
feasts, guests reclined on couch- 
es placed along three sides of a 
table. Servers had access to it 
on the fourth side. Customarily, 
a couch was occupied by three 
people, each facing the table 
while resting on the left elbow 
and taking food with the right 
hand. The three positions indi- 
cated that a person had the 
high, middle, or low place on 
the couch. One having the low 
position on the third couch had

head may have trained the 
child to breathe through the 
nose. A 19th-century report on 
similar swaddling customs quot- 
ed a visitor to Bethlehem as 
saying: "I took the little crea- 
ture in my arms. His body was 
stiff and unyielding, so tightly 
was it swathed with white and 
purple linen. His hands and 
feet were quite confined, and 
his head was bound with a 
small, soft red shawl, which 
passed under his chin and 
across his forehead in small 
folds."

Luke's Gospel also gives us 
insight into first-century funeral 
customs. Jesus was near the gate 
of Nain when he saw "a dead 
man being carried out, the 
only-begotten son of his (wid- 
owed) mother," and "a consid- 
erable crowd from the city was 
also with her." (7:11, 12) Burial 
generally took place outside a 
city, and friends of the de- 
ceased accompanied the body 
to the tomb. The bier was a 
litter possibly made of wicker- 
work and having poles project- 
ing from its corners that al- 
lowed four men to bear it on 
their shoulders as the procession 
walked to the burial site.

In another illustration record- 
ed by Luke, Jesus spoke of a 
man beaten by robbers. A 
neighborly Samaritan "bound 
up his wounds, pouring oil and 
wine upon them." (10:34) This 
was a customary way to care 
for injuries. Olive oil would 
soften and soothe the wounds. 
(Isaiah 1:6) But what about 
wine? The Journal of the American 
Medical Association said: "Wine 
was a principal medicine in 
Greece. . . . Hippocrates of Cos 
(460-370 BC) . . . made exten- 
sive use of wine, prescribing it 
as a wound dressing, a cooling

25



plorers nam ed it G reenland to  a ttra ct se tt le r s . D u rin g  
the short sum m er, however, certain  coasta l areas do fit the  
nam e.

In the spring, the frozen sea off northeastern  G reenland  
breaks up, and pack ice appears. This ice m akes its  w ay dow n  
the east coast, around Cape Farewell, and partw ay up th e  
w est coast, m aking travel by sea  extrem ely  difficult for

Gr e e n l a n d , the
largest islan d  in  
th e  world, is  tru- 

ly  a la n d  o f  ic e  an d  
snow . M ost o f th is  near- 
ly  1 ,7 0 0 -m ile - lo n g  is -  
lan d  lie s  n orth  o f th e  
A rctic Circle and is un- 
der a perm an en t ice cap  
a v e r a g in g  a b o u t  o n e  
m ile in  th ick n ess. The 
rest of G reenland is cov- 
ered by snow  from  five 
to  e igh t or m ore m onths  
out of th e  year. It is  said  
th a t th e early V ik ing  ex-

H a r v e s t t i m e
in the Land of
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Reinforcements
Arrive

B y 1961 fam ilies from  
D enm ark began  m oving  
to  G reen land  to  serve  
w h e r e  t h e  n e e d  fo r  
W itn esse s  w as greater. 
T hey put forth  adm ira- 
ble effort to  learn  th e  ex-  
trem ely  difficult G reen- 
landic language and to  
en d u re  iso la t io n  from  
fe llo w  b e lie v e rs . T h ey  
held m eetin g s regularly  
and kept stro n g  in  their  
fa ith  and C h ristian  ac- 
t iv ity . Their labors were  
surely  n ot in  vain . That 
year th e  first tw o con- 
greg a tio n s w ere estab- 
l is h e d  in  G r e e n la n d ,  
one in  th e capital Niik  
(G odthab) and th e  oth- 
er in  Qaqortoq (Ju liane-  
hab), to  th e  sou th . It 
brought th e  W itn esse s  
g r e a t  joy  w h en  so m e  
G reen lan d ers w ho had  
m oved to  S ca n d in a v ia  
w ere baptized.

In th e 1970’s several 
young and zealous spe- 
cial pioneer couples ar- 
rived, spearheading the  
w i t n e s s i n g  w o r k . B y  
1973 The W atchtow er 
and th e book The Truth 
That L ead s to E tern al 
L ife  w e r e  a v a i la b le  
in  G r e e n la n d ic . T h u s  
equipped, th e  p ion eers  
p lied  th e  c o a s t , v is i t -  
in g  tow ns and v illages, 
b o u n tifu lly  so w in g  th e  
seed  o f tru th . For th e  
first tim e, th e  preaching
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m onth s on end. In th e  w in tertim e, th e sea  around m ost of the  
island  freezes, iso la tin g  th e  populated places. L iterally , ice 
dom inates th e land, th e  sea, and the people’s way o f life . It is  
hard to im agin e w h at could be harvested  in  th is  country.

Making a Start
Eskim o o f In u it cu ltu res have lived as h un ters in  Green- 

land for cen tu ries. In 1721 L utheran m in ister  H ans Egede  
cam e to  G reenland as a m ission ary . Later, the M oravian  
M ission w as active  in  various se ttlem en ts . Som e of their  
m ission aries tran sla ted  certa in  books of the Bible in to  th e  
G reenlandic lan gu age, preserving  God’s personal nam e, Je- 
hovah, in  th eir  tran sla tion . B u t sin ce 1900, only th e D anish  
L utheran Church h as operated in  G reenland.

In 1953, w hile G reenland w as still a colony o f Denm ark, an  
im portant turn  o f ev en ts  occurred. A ccording to th e new  
D anish  C on stitu tion  th a t took effect th at year, relig ious  
groups other th an  th e  L utheran Church were once again  
allowed in  G reenland. T hus, in  January 1955, tw o o f Je-  
hovah’s W itn esses  from  D enm ark arrived as m ission aries. 
T h eir  a s s ig n m e n t  w a s a 1 ,2 0 0 -m ile  s tr e tc h  a lon g  th e  
sou th w est coast, w here alm ost all G reenlanders lived — a 
population of 27 ,000 , c o n sist in g  m ostly  o f hunters and fish- 
erm en.

K risten  L au ritsen , one o f th e tw o W itn esses, recalls: “Our 
know ledge of G reenlandic w as n ex t to  noth ing , but w e did 
have a very stron g  d esire to teach  G reenlanders the tru th  of 
God’s W ord. W e had a few  tracts  in  G reenlandic, and the  
booklet ‘This Good News of the Kingdom ’ arrived later that  
first year .” How did th ey  go about th eir  preaching work?

“In the b eg in n in g  w e used  printed  cards to explain  the  
purpose o f our v is it . B u t la ter  w e learned som e sen ten ces by  
heart. Travel b etw een  tow n s w as alw ays by boat and very  
irregular, as tim etab les w ere v irtually  unknow n. S easick n ess  
w as a com m on experience. W e also had problem s find ing  
places to stay . O ften , w e had to m ake do w ith  th e ten t we  
alw ays carried a long w ith  our lu g g a g e .”

B ut there w ere com p en sations. The G reenlanders are a 
friendly  and hosp itab le  people. It is natural for them  to  
believe in  God and resp ect th e Bible. Nearly every hom e has  
the com plete B ible in  th e  vernacular. K risten  rem em bers th at  
a little  g irl once cam e up to  them  w ith  a note th at said: “If  
you h a v en ’t  g o t a place to  sta y  y et, you can com e and stay  
w ith  u s .” T h is fam ily  also helped them  to  find a place w here  
they  arranged  to  show  one o f th e S oc iety ’s film s.
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lishers. Though isolated , th ey  are able to  
encourage and build one another up sp iri-  
tually  through healthy  stu d y hab its and by  
regularly sh arin g  in  m eetin g s and field  
m inistry .

Now we board th e coasta l p assen ger  sh ip  
th at com es here w eekly during  th e  sum - 
m er m onths. T his 24-hour trip  tak es u s to  
Paam iut (Frederikshab), w here th ere  are  
ten  W itn esses. B u t at th e halfw ay poin t, 
we pass a v illage w here there are tw o  iso- 
lated publishers. One o f them , A ne M arie, 
has a son in  Nuk who learned th e tru th  a 
few  years ago and began w itn e ss in g  to  her  
by telephone and letter . She appreciated  
w hat he told her. B y reading ev ery th in g  
available in  G reenlandic and lis te n in g  to  
tapes of G reenlandic W itn e sse s  re la tin g  
their experiences, A ne M arie has tak en  her  
stand for th e  tru th . A t over 60 years o f age  
and w ithout th e support o f a local con- 
gregation , she succeeded in  breaking her 
50-year-long sm oking habit, stopped cel- 
ebrating C h ristm as and b irth d ays, and  
started  w itn ess in g  to th e  w hole v illage. As 
a resu lt o f her p a tien t effort and good  
exam ple, about ten  in terested  on es gath er  
regularly to stu d y th e  Bible and to  lis te n  to  
the recorded m eetin gs.

L eaving Paam iut, a 14-hour boat trip  on  
the rough open sea takes u s to Ndk. In th is  
capital c ity  o f 13,000, there are 43 publish-  
ers in  the congregation , and over a third o f  
them  are G reenlanders. The w eek ly  m eet- 
in gs are a m ixture of D an ish  and G reen- 
landic, certa in ly  a challenge for both lan- 
guage groups.

B ack  on th e  co a sta l p a sse n g e r  sh ip  
again, an eight-hour journey tak es u s to  
M aniitsoq (Sukkertoppen). H ere, four fam - 
ilies from  Denm ark work along w ith  a few  
local K ingdom  publishers. They have cov- 
ered th e territory in  tow n so thoroughly  
and have placed so m uch Bible literatu re  
th at every other household has a copy of 
My Book of Bible Stories in  G reenlandic. B y

work had reached th e  iso lated  east coast 
around A m m assalik  (A ngm agssalik ). W hat 
a joy it  w as w hen a G reenlander finally  
em braced the tru th  in  G reenland that year!

Harvest at Last!
A s other B ible stu d y  aids w ere published  

in  th e  local language, m uch literature was 
placed. For exam ple, it  w as not uncom m on  
for a couple o f W itn esse s  w orking in  unas- 
sig n ed  territory  for a few  w eeks to place 
from  300 to  400 books, ju st as m any book- 
le ts , and 1 ,000 m agazin es, also obtain ing  
60 or 70 subscrip tions.

A s a resu lt o f all th e  sow ing and w ater- 
in g , ‘God has m ade th in g s  grow ’ am ong  
b o th  th e  n a tiv e  G reen lan d ers and th e  
D an es liv in g  in  G reenland. (1 C orinthians  
3:5-7) Today, 117 K ingdom  proclaim ers 
serve  in  seven  con gregation s and one iso- 
la ted  group, scattered  throughout th is  land  
of ice and snow . L e t’s m eet som e o f these  
hard w orkers.

Visiting the Greenlandic Field
A good place to  start is  th e  southern- 

m ost con gregation , in  Qaqortoq (Juliane- 
hab). F ive fam ilies have com e up from  D en- 
m ark to  serve there. Som e o f them  have  
worked hard a t learn in g  G reenlandic so 
th a t th ey  can w itn e ss  to  th e  G reenlanders 
who do not u nd erstand  D anish . F lem m ing, 
a fam ily  m an and a pioneer (a fu ll-tim e  
K ingdom  proclaim er) in  th is  congregation , 
says: “Our territory  is  ex ten sive . It in- 
eludes m any fish in g  v illa g es and sheep- 
farm in g  sta tio n s  sn u ggled  in  the com plex  
of fjords along th e  southern  coast.” U s- 
in g  th eir  ow n m otorboats, th e W itn esses  
m ake trips as long as 400 m iles to  call on  
th e people liv in g  in  th ese  out-of-the-w ay  
places.

A fter  tra v e lin g  th ree  hours by boat 
through th e p icturesque fjords, w e come to  
th e  n ex t congregation , a t Narsaq. L iving  
here is a lone fam ily  o f four K ingdom  pub­
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them  are in terested  in  sp iritu a l th in g s. 
They w illin g ly  lis te n  to  th e  m essage we 
b rin g .” Tim e alone w ill te ll i f  such sheep- 
like ones w ill be gathered  in to  th e one true  
“flock” under th e  “one sh ep h erd ,” J esu s  
C h rist.— John 10:16.

Only D anish  p ioneers have ever worked  
in  th is  area, but about e ig h t G reenlanders  
in  Nuk m ade a video tape recording o f a 
general w itn ess  about our b eliefs and w ay  
of life. W hen th e p ioneers used  th is  tape in  
their house-to-house m in istry , it  really go t  
people ta lk in g  and ask in g  a great m any  
questions, esp ecially  about our not cele- 
brating C hristm as and not baptizing  ba- 
bies. It m ay be added th a t about 200 books 
were placed during th e en tire  four-w eek  
trip ju st described.

The Harvest Goes On
In sp ite  o f th e harsh  e lem en ts  and the  

language barrier, th e  K ingdom  h arvest  
goes on. M any G reenlanders have learned  
the D anish  language in  order to  benefit 
from  congregation  m eetin gs. H owever, an  
increasing  num ber o f m eetin g s are being  
held in  G reenlandic, m akin g it  possib le for 
more to share in  th e sp iritu a l feed ing .

For exam ple, a lthou gh  th e  1988 “D ivine  
J u stice” D istr ic t C onvention  program  was 
presented in  D anish  a t Nuk, about a third  
of the ta lks w ere tran sla ted  in to  G reen- 
landic. A  to ta l o f 163 a ttended . D elegates  
from th e northern m ost con gregation  at 
Ilu lissat and th e sou th ern m ost congrega- 
tion  at Qaqortoq had to travel as m uch as 
tw o days each w ay. Four w ere baptized at 
the convention .

W hat are th e prospects for fu tu re har- 
vest?  V ery good indeed! In 1989 it  w as a joy  
to  see 205 a tten d  th e  M em orial o f C h rist’s 
death. P resen tly , over a hundred hom e B i- 
ble stu d ies are b ein g  conducted. Y es, Jeho- 
vah is richly b less in g  th e  hard work o f h is  
servan ts in  th is  land o f ice and snow .

m eans o f th e ir  m otorboats, th ey  also ar- 
range regular w itn e ss in g  trip s to th e  out- 
ly in g  villages.

C on tin u in g  northw ard, our n ex t stop  is  
ten  hours aw ay, at S is im iu t (H olste in s-  
borg). Five D an ish  fam ilies and a few  local 
publishers m ake up th e con gregation  here. 
A special-p ioneer couple from  here m ake 
periodic v is its  to  th e ea st coast. T his in - 
volves a half-hour helicopter ride to the  
airport, a tw o-hour p lane trip  across the  
central ice cap, and another short hop by 
helicopter across th e  bay to  A m m assalik  on  
the ea st coast. The scen ery  there is tru- 
ly  im p ressive— rugged  m ou n ta in s tow er- 
in g  above and g laciers fillin g  the hollow s  
below. The people are quite receptive to the  
K ingdom  m essage, but few  have y e t taken  
a stan d for the tru th .

A fter  fly in g  back across th e  ice cap, we 
m ake our la st stop  in  I lu lissa t (Jakobs- 
h avn ), th e  n o rth ern m o st co n gregation . 
Ilu lissat  is  G reenlandic for “iceb ergs,” and  
it  is an appropriate nam e. N earby is the  
m ost productive g lacier in  th e N orthern  
H em isphere, and icebergs float all over the  
bay and fjords, m akin g th e  scenery quite  
en th ra llin g . S ix  fam ilies from  Denm ark  
and a couple o f G reenlanders m ake up th is  
very active con gregation . In addition  to  
the tow n of I lu lissa t and th e  en tire  Disko  
Bay area, they  have w h at is  probably the  
w orld’s n orthern m ost w itn e ss in g  territo- 
ry, reach in g  r igh t up to  th e  v illage of  
K ullorsuaq (D ev il’s Thum b) near 75 de- 
grees north  la titu d e.

The special p ioneers in  Ilu lissa t regular- 
ly v isit th is  d ista n t area, w itn e ss in g  to the  
people in  U pernavik  and U um m annaq. Bo 
and H elen  report: “T h ese w ide-open north- 
era  areas are s till an untouched Arctic  
paradise. The area is  sparsely  populated, 
and people live  on h u n tin g  m ore th an  on  
fish ing . T heir life  is  sim ple, and th ey  don’t  
w orry too m uch about th e future. M any of
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The brothers w ere counseled: B e prudent  
and avoid trouble areas. A djust m eetin g  
tim es to com ply w ith  th e curfew , and  
avoid preaching in  large groups. Y et, th e  
preaching of th e good new s o f G od’s K in g-  
dom w en t forw ard.— M atthew  24:14; 28: 
19, 20.

B ecau se th e  u n b eliev in g  h u sb an d  o f  
a certain  C hristian  w om an w as w orried  
about her w elfare if  she stepped  out o f th e  
house to preach, he forbade her to  leave. 
“You don’t  understand  th a t I have an ob- 
ligation  to fu lfill,” she told him . “So com e  
now! I am  go in g  to stu d y th e B ible w ith  
you!”

This w as th e first tim e in  th is  w om an ’s 
22 years as a W itn ess  th a t her husband  
expressed a w illin gn ess  to  stu d y  th e  B ible. 
Still he cautioned: “All r igh t, as lon g  as  
you prom ise not to go out. B u t d on’t  ask  
me questions, ju st read to m e.” N everth e-  
less, th e s ister  studied  w ith  h im  for an  
hour and a half. “It w as a m odel stu d y , th e  
best stu dy I have ever had in  m y 22 years  
in  th e tru th ,” she said, as tears w elled  up  
in  her eyes.

In another case, a regular p ioneer w as  
sw eeping th e sidew alk outside her hom e  
w hen she w as approached by a lady who  
would not generally  lis ten  to  th e  W itn ess-  
es w hen th ey  v isited  her hom e. “I h a v en ’t  
seen you W itn esses  preach la te ly ,” said  
the w om an. “D on’t  te ll m e y o u ’re n ot  
going to preach anym ore!”

The s is te r  ex p la in ed  th a t  th e y  had  
stopped preaching from  house to  house  
only during th e rioting . “B u t th e  day w ill 
come w hen w e w ill not preach to  people 
anym ore, and th a t w ill m ean th e end of 
the w orld ,” said  th e s ister . “You should  
take advantage of th e opportunity  now  
and accept a Bible stu d y  in  your hom e.”

“W hen can w e m ake arrangem ents?” 
the lady quickly asked. R ight th en  and 
there arrangem ents w ere m ade to sta r t a 
hom e Bible study.

O NE day la st  February, V enezue- 
la ’s long anticipated  new  economic 
package w as an n ou n ced . P rices  

w ere b ein g  raised  more than  100 percent on 
basic food item s like m ilk, flour, and bread. 
G asoline prices would increase 90 percent. 
T ransportation  fares w ere authorized to go 
up 30 percent. The country w as stunned. 
Suddenly, on M onday, February 27, people 
reacted  by r io tin g  nationw ide.

Rioting 
cannot 

stop the 
good news

The n ex t m orn ing, th in g s  had reached a 
crescendo o f d estru ction  and looting. Gun- 
sh ots echoed in  a num ber o f p laces. Young  
and old raged through c ity  stree ts , leaving  
behind a trail o f d estru ction  th a t resem - 
bled a w ar-scarred battlefield .

T hat afternoon  th e  cou n try’s president 
declared a sta te  o f em ergency  and sus- 
pended co n stitu tio n a l gu aran tees for ten  
days. A  curfew  w as in stitu ted  for the  
hours betw een  6:00 p.m . and 6:00 a.m. 
The n ex t day, th e m in ister  o f defense  
announced  th a t th e  curfew  would continue  
in  effect u n til further notice. The m ilitary  
used  its  au th ority  to take control o f the  
s tree ts , en ter  hom es w ithout authoriza- 
tion , and stop  and search people. “Two 
hundred dead and one thousand wounded  
in  three days o f d istu rb an ces,” reported  
one new spaper.

How w ere th e  con gregation s o f Jeho- 
va h ’s W itn esse s  farin g  during the crisis?
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T hankfully, the u n rest ceased , a llow ing  
the country’s affairs to  return  to  norm al. 
Yet, in  such ten se  s itu a tio n s, it  is a com- 
fort to  know th at soon a new  world o f  
tra n q u illity  and secu r ity  w ill be here. 
God’s W ord prom ises: “There are new  
heavens and a new  earth  th a t w e are 
aw aitin g  according to h is  prom ise, and in  
these righ teou sn ess is  to  d w ell.” (2 P eter  
3:13) And as long as God perm its, Jeho- 
vah’s W itn esses  w ill con tin u e to preach  
the good new s o f th e  K ingdom .

Q u e s tio n s  F rom  R e a d e rs
■ Why did God’s Law say that an Israelite man who had sex relations 
with an unengaged virgin had to marry her and could never divorce her?

(Deuteronomy 23:2) So if a man 
who seduced a virgin had to marry 
her, their fornication would not re- 
suit in an illegitimate offspring 
among the Israelites.

Granted, Christians live in a so- 
cial setting that is different from 
that of the ancient Israelites. We 
are not under the decrees of the 
Mosaic Law, including this law re- 
quiring the marriage of two persons 
who engaged in such fornication. 
Nonetheless, we cannot feel that 
engaging in premarital fornication 
is an insignificant thing. Christians 
should give serious thought to 
long-term consequences, even as 
this law moved the Israelites to 
do so.

Seducing an unmarried person 
ruins that one’s right to enter a 
Christian marriage as a clean virgin 
(male or female). Premarital forni- 
cation also affects the rights of any 
person who might become the indi- 
vidual’s mate, namely, that individ- 
ual’s right to marry a chaste Chris- 
tian. Most of all, fornication must be 
avoided because God says that it is 
wrong; it is a sin. The apostle aptly 
wrote: “This is what God wills, the 
sanctifying of you, that you ab- 
stain from fornication.”—1 Thes- 
salonians 4:3-6; Hebrews 13:4.

an illegitimate child, her value as a 
bride was diminished, for many Is- 
raelites might not want to marry her 
once she was no longer a virgin. 
What, though, would discourage a 
man from taking liberties with a vir- 
gin? God’s “holy and righteous and 
good” Law would. —Romans 7:12.

The Mosaic code had a provision 
allowing a man to divorce his wife 
for certain reasons. (Deuteronomy 
22:13-19; 24:1; Matthew 19:7, 8) 
But what we read at Exodus 22: 
16, 17 and Deuteronomy 22:28, 29 
shows that the option of divorce 
disappeared after premarital forni- 
cation. This, then, might cause a 
man (or a virgin woman) to resist a 
temptation to share in fornication. 
A man could not feel, ‘She is pretty 
and exciting, so I’ll have a good time 
with her even though she is not the 
sort I’d like to marry.’ Rather, this 
law would deter immorality by 
causing any would-be offender to 
weigh the long-term consequences 
of fornication—having to stay with 
the other party throughout his life.

The Law also lessened the prob- 
lem of illegitimacy. God decreed: 
“No illegitimate son may come 
into the congregation of Jehovah.”

At Exodus 22:16, 17 and Deu- 
teronomy 22:28,29, we find this law, 
which some have claimed seems 
unsympathetic toward women. Ac- 
tually, it encouraged a high moral 
standard for both men and women.

Deuteronomy chapter 22 pre- 
sented various domestic laws. For 
instance, it dealt with the situation 
of a man who no longer loved his 
wife and claimed that she had not 
been a virgin. It also presented 
God’s laws about adultery and 
rape. Then we read:

“In case a man finds a girl, a virgin 
who has not been engaged, and he 
actually seizes her and lies down 
with her, and they have been found 
out, the man who lay down with her 
must also give the girl’s father fifty 
silver shekels, and she will become 
his wife due to the fact that he 
humiliated her. He will not be al- 
lowed to divorce her all his days.” 
— Deuteronomy 22:28, 29.

This was a case of pressured se- 
duction and/or fornication. If an un- 
scrupulous man felt at liberty to 
have sex relations with a virgin, she 
would be the primary loser. Besides 
the possibility that she might have
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ORGANIZED TO SERVE G O D
"Ί have gone through different religions and religious sects/' writes a man from 

Mexico. "But I have never seen such organization." The man had just finished reading 
the brochure Jehovah's Witnesses Unitedly Doing God's Will Worldwide. He explained: 
"What impresses me the most is the seriousness with which you fulfill the commission 

to preach the good news of the Kingdom from house to house, at work, on 
the street, in buses. It is marvelous to find people who take the doing of 
God's will seriously in this age of so much religious hypocrisy."

Jehovah ’s W itnesses
U n ite d ly  D o ing  G od ’s W ill

Worldwide

!


