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"What
m ustldoto  
get saved?"

from  th e  unreason in g  em otion a lism  char- 
acterizing  m any evan gelica l re lig ion s th a t  
stress th e idea o f sa lvation . E n glish  jour- 
n a list Philip  Howard said  th a t such so- 
called ev a n g elists  “a ssau lt th e  em otions  
and the ch eck -sign in g  h and s rather than  
the m inds o f th eir  au d ien ce .”— Com pare 
2 P eter 2:2.

S till o thers are shocked by th e changes  
th at som etim es take place in  ind ividuals  
who believe they  have had a “sa v in g ” ex- 
perience. In th eir  book Snapping, Flo Con- 
w ay and Jim  S iegelm an  d iscu ss  th e  m any  
re lig io u s  e x p e r ie n c e s— in c lu d in g  b e in g  
“saved”— th at cam e in to  vogue in  th e la st  
few  decades. They w rite  about “th e  dark  
sid e” o f such experiences and say  th a t  
people are “snapped” in to  sudden  person- 
ality  changes th a t fa il to  g ive  th e prom - 
ised  fu lfillm ent and en lig h ten m en t b u t  
rather produce d elu sion , c losed  m in d s, 
and an in ab ility  to  face rea lity . The au- 
thors add: “W e can describe th e  process  
as one o f sh u ttin g  off th e  m ind, o f n ot-  
th in k in g .”

T h is  w a s n o t th e  c a se  w h en  f ir s t-  
century C hristians experienced  sa lvation .

//Ύ  A T H A T  m u st I do to  g e t  saved?” 
1/  1/  T his q u estion  w as asked back  
״  *  in  th e  year 50 C.E. by a jailer

in  Philippi, M acedonia. There had just  
been a great earthquake, and th e doors of 
the prison in  h is charge had all broken  
open. A ssu m in g  th a t th e  prisoners had  
escaped, th e ja iler w as about to  kill him - 
self. B ut one o f  th e  p rison ers, th e apostle  
Paul, called out: “Do n ot hurt yourself, for 
w e are all here!”— A cts 16:25-30.

Paul and h is  fellow  prisoner, S ilas, had  
com e to Philipp i to  preach a m essage o f  
salvation , and th ey  w ere in  prison  because  
of fa lse  accu sation s m ade a ga in st them . 
G ratefu l th a t th e  prison ers had not es- 
caped, th e  ja iler w an ted  to  hear th e m es- 
sage o f Paul and S ilas. W hat would he  
have to do to  enjoy th e  sa lvation  preached  
by th ese  tw o C h ristian  m ission aries?

People today s till need th e sa lvation  
th a t Paul and S ilas w ere preaching. U n -  
happily, though, m any v iew  th e m atter  o f  
b ein g  saved  w ith  deep susp icion . They are 
repelled by th e  arrogance and avarice o f a 
num ber o f  th ose  re lig io n ists  who claim  to  
teach  them  how  to  be saved. O thers recoil
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anyone else , for there is  not an oth er  nam e  
under heaven th a t has been  g iven  am ong  
m en by w hich w e m u st g e t  sa v ed .” (A cts  
3:15; 4:12) Paul and S ilas d irected  the  
Philippian jailer to  th is  sam e A g en t for  
salvation  w hen th ey  said: “B elieve  on  the  
Lord J esu s and you w ill g e t  saved .”— A cts  
16:31.

W hat does it  m ean, though, to  believe  
on the Lord Jesus?  W hy is  there no other  
nam e but th a t o f J esu s by w hich w e can  
get saved? W ill everyone even tu a lly  a tta in  
salvation? Did th e apostles believe in  the  
idea o f “once saved, a lw ays saved ”? T h ese  
are im portant questions because, d esp ite  
the fact th a t th e words and action s o f  
m any m odern re lig io n ists  have ten d ed  to  
dow ngrade th e  term , w e still need  sa lva-  
tion. A ll o f us need a sa tis fy in g , reason -  
able answ er to  th e  question: “W hat m u st  
I do to g e t saved?”

The P h ilipp ian  jailer did not ‘shut off his  
m in d ’ w hen th e apostle  Paul answ ered his  
qu estion , “W hat m u st I do to g e t saved?” 
A nd P aul and S ilas did not m ount an  
‘a ssa u lt on h is  em o tio n s’ and plead for a 
large financial contribution . R ather, “they  
spoke th e  word of Jehovah to  h im .” Rea- 
so n in g  w ith  th e  m an, th ey  helped him  to  
com e to a clear u n d erstan d in g  o f God’s 
provisions for sa lv a tio n .— A cts 16:32.

“Believe on the Lord Jesus”
T h ose C h ristian  m iss io n a r ie s  opened  

th e  ja iler ’s m ind to  a fundam ental tru th  
about sa lvation . It w as th e sam e truth  
th a t th e  apostle  P eter  explained w hen the  
C h ristian  con gregation  w as first estab- 
lished . P eter  pointed  to  th e  central role of 
J esu s  C hrist in  th e m atter  o f salvation , 
ca llin g  h im  “th e C h ief A gen t o f l ife .” That 
apostle  also  said: “There is  no salvation  in

tered in to  th e  world and death  through  
sin , and th u s death  spread to  all m en  
because th ey  had all s in n ed .” (R om ans  
5:12) W hy did A dam ’s s in  cause death  to  
spread to  all m en? R eally, th is  w as be- 
cause of th e natural outw orking o f th in g s.

W hen Adam  sin ned , he w as condem ned  
to  death  in  accord w ith  d iv in e law . T his  
w as both ju st and necessary . It w as ju st, 
for life  is not a r igh t but a g ift  from  God. 
By sin n in g  deliberately, Adam  forfeited  
all c la im  to  th a t  g if t .  (R om an s 6 :2 3 )  
A dam ’s condem nation  to death  w as n eces-  
sary because n oth in g  im perfect can be 
perm itted  to survive and pollute th e  un i-  
v erse  in d e fin ite ly . T h u s, w h en  A dam  
sinned, he began to  die and no longer  
possessed  perfect, s in le ss  life  to  hand on  
to  h is children as an inheritance. He could  
only g ive them  life  ta in ted  w ith  im perfec- 
tion  and s in .— Rom ans 8:18-21.

W e should not, how ever, forget th a t it

What we 
must do to 

be saved
WΓΗΥ do w e n eed  to  be saved?  

B ecause all o f u s suffer th e di- 
sa stro u s  co n seq u en ces o f sin : 

im perfection , pain, s ick n ess, grief, and fi- 
nally  death . The apostle Paul explained  
th a t th is  is  so b ecau se our forefather  
Adam  rebelled a g a in st God’s law. Paul 
w rote: “Through one m an [Adam ] sin  en­
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prem e Judge, is  under no ob ligation  to  
free everyone. He v iew s J e su s ’ sacrificed  
perfect hum an life  as th e paym ent o f th e  
debt w e owe for sin . B u t Jehovah God w ill 
not apply th is  to  u n rep en tan t, unapprecia- 
tive , w illfu l s in n ers. In stead  o f offering  
som e kind o f general am n esty  or un iversa l 
salvation , the Bible se ts  out cond itions  
th at m ust be m et i f  w e are to  be saved  
from  th e effects o f in h erited  sin .

Requirements for Salvation
So, then , w hat is  required for salvation?  

The prim e requirem ent is  th e  one th a t the  
apostle Paul sta ted  to th e  Philipp ian  jail- 
er: “B elieve on th e Lord J esu s  and you will 
g et saved .” (A cts 16:31) H eartfelt accep- 
tance o f th e  shed blood o f J esu s is  essen -  
tia l i f  w e are go in g  to  be saved . A nd w hat 
w ill sa lvation  m ean for us? J esu s  ind icat- 
ed the answ er w hen he said: “I g ive them  
everlastin g  life , and th ey  w ill by no m ean s  
ever be d estroyed .” (John 10:28) For m ost, 
sa lvation  w ill m ean everlastin g  life  on  an  
earth restored to  paradisaic perfection . 
(P salm  37:10, 11; R evelation  21:3, 4 ) In 
the case o f a “little  flock ,” how ever, it  w ill 
m ean ru ling  w ith  J esu s  in  h is  heaven ly  
K in g d o m .— L uke 12:32; R e v e la tio n  5: 
9, 10; 20:4.

Som e su g g est th a t b e lie f in  J esu s  is  the  
end o f th e  m atter. “There is  ju st one th in g  
th at any one needs to do to  g e t  to  h ea v en ,” 
says one relig ious tract. “T h at is , to  accept 
Jesu s C hrist as h is personal Saviour, sur- 
render to  H im  as Lord and M aster, and  
openly confess H im  as su ch  before the  
w orld.” T hus, m any believe th a t a sudden, 
em otional conversion  experience is  all w e  
need in  order to guaran tee  ev erla stin g  
life. H owever, to  con cen trate  on on ly  one  
essen tia l requirem ent for sa lva tion  to  th e  
exclusion  of th e o thers is like read in g  one  
crucial clause in  a con tract and ign or in g  
the rest.

This becom es m ore ev id en t w hen w e

is  on ly  because o f G od’s undeserved  kind- 
n ess  th a t w e have even  th e  short ex isten ce  
th a t is our lot today. (Job 14:1) God w as  
n ot obliged to  allow  Adam  and Eve to  have  
children before th ey  died. H e allow ed them  
to  do so in  order to  prove th a t som e im - 
perfect hum ans w ould support God’s sov- 
ereignty  by k eep ing  th e ir  in teg r ity  to  him . 
God allow ed th is , too , because he knew  
th at even tu a lly  he would redeem , or save, 
resp onsive d escen d an ts o f th ose original 
rebels, Adam  and Eve. How?

Provision for Salvation
Jehovah God could not sim ply se t aside  

h is  righ teous judgm en t. He cannot arbi- 
trarily  forget A dam ’s orig in al sin  and all 
that m ankind h as added to  it  sin ce  then . 
If God were to  ign ore h is  ow n ju st law s, 
th is  w ould  u n d erm in e  resp ec t for h is  
whole sy stem  o f ju stice  and confidence in  
it. Im agine th e  outcry th a t would be heard  
if, because o f som e personal w him , a hu- 
m an judge arbitrarily  allow ed a crim inal 
to  go unpunished. H ow ever, a com passion- 
ate judge can appropriately arrange for a 
sta tu tory  fine to  be paid on behalf of a 
gu ilty  person by som e other w illin g  indi- 
vidual. T his, in  a w ay, is  w h at God has  
done for us.

Jehovah arranged for h is ow n Son, Je-  
sus Christ, to  g ive  h is  perfect hum an life  
in  place o f th e perfect life  forfeited  by  
Adam . J esu s w illin g ly  carried th e  penalty  
for our s in s — death. (Isa iah  53:4, 5; John  
10:17, 18) The B ible says: “The Son of 
m an cam e . . .  to  g ive  h is  soul a ransom  
in  exchange for m a n y .” (M atthew  20:28; 
1 T im othy 2:6) No one e lse  could do th is. 
J esu s w as unique in  th a t he w as born  
w ith ou t s in  and rem ained  a perfect, s in -  
le ss  hum an r igh t up to  h is  death. (H e- 
brew s 7:26; 1 P eter  2:22) H is fa ith fu ln ess  
to  death  m ade it  possib le for h im  to pay  
th e  sta tu to ry  p en alty  for our sin s.

R em em ber, though , th a t God, th e  Su-
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Indeed, th e  h yp ocrisy  and u n ch r is tia n  
acts of m any who claim  to  be saved  have  
brought th e  w hole subject o f sa lv a tio n  in to  
disrepute.

N e v e r th e le s s , m an y  in s i s t  th a t  th e  
Scriptures say: “He th a t b elieveth  on th e  
Son hath  everlastin g  l ife .” (Joh n  3:36, 
K ing Ja m e s Version) Therefore, th ey  con- 
elude th a t once you have accepted th e  
Lord Jesu s C hrist as your personal Savior, 
you can never again  be lost. “Once saved, 
alw ays saved ” is th eir  w atchw ord. B u t is  
th at w hat th e  Scriptures really say? To 
answ er th is , w e need to  consid er every-  
th in g  th e B ible says on th e subject. W e  
would not w an t to ‘deceive ou rselves w ith  
false reason in g’ by reading on ly  se lected  
parts o f God’s W ord.

“Once Saved, Always Saved”?
N o tice  th e  in sp ired  w a r n in g  o f  th e  

disciple Jude. He wrote: “Beloved ones, 
though I w as m aking every effort to  w rite  
you about th e  salvation  w e hold in  com - 
mon, I found it  n ecessary  to  w rite  you to  
exhort you to put up a hard figh t for th e  
fa ith  th a t w as once for all tim e delivered  
to  th e holy o n es .” (Jude 3) W hy did Jude  
w rite th is?  B ecause he knew  th a t ind iv id -  
ual C h ristians could s till lose  th e  ‘sa lva-  
tion  th ey  hold in  com m on.’ He w en t on to  
say: “I desire to rem ind you . . . th a t  
Jehovah, a lthough he saved a people [th e  
Israelites] out of th e  land o f E gypt, a fter- 
wards destroyed  th ose not sh ow in g  fa ith .” 
— Jude 5.

Jude’s w arn ing  would be p o in tless  i f  
C hristians did not face a danger sim ilar  
to  th at o f th ose Israelites. Jude w as not 
qu estion in g  th e value o f J e su s ’ sacrifice. 
That sacrifice has saved us from  Adam ic  
sin , and J esu s w ill protect th ose  who ex- 
ercise fa ith  in  him . No one can sn atch  
them  out of h is hand. B u t w e can lose th at  
protection . How? B y doing w h at w as done  
by m any Israelites who w ere saved from

listen  to th e com m en ts o f som e who at one  
tim e th ou gh t th a t p ro fessin g  b elief in  Je- 
su s w as all th a t w as needed to be saved. 
B ern ice  says: “I w as raised  in  the Breth- 
ren  Church, but I cam e to  wonder why, if  
ev er la stin g  life  is  dependent solely on Je- 
su s, he h im se lf said: ‘T his m eans everlast- 
in g  life , th e ir  tak in g  in  know ledge o f you, 
th e  on ly  tru e God, and o f th e one whom  
you  se n t  forth , J e su s  C h r is t.’ ”— John  
17:3.

For n in e  years N orm an w as convinced  
th a t he w as saved. B u t th en  he saw  th at  
m ore w as required  th a n  an em otional 
p rofession  th a t J e su s  C hrist w as h is Sav- 
ior. “I saw  from  th e B ible th a t it  was 
n o t enough  ju st to  acknow ledge to God 
th a t  w e are s in n ers and in  need o f salva- 
t io n ,” he says. “W e also have to do works 
th a t  b e fit  r e p e n ta n ce .”— M atth ew  3:8; 
A cts 3:19.

Y es, b eliev in g  in  J esu s  is  crucial to our 
sa lvation , bu t m ore is  needed. Jesu s spoke 
of som e who professed  fa ith  in  him  and  
even  did “pow erful w orks” in  h is nam e. 
B u t he did not recogn ize them . W hy? B e- 
cau se th ey  w ere “w orkers o f la w lessn ess” 
and did not do th e  w ill o f h is Father. 
(M atthew  7:15-23) The d iscip le Jam es re- 
m in d s us o f th e need to  “becom e doers of 
th e  word, and n ot hearers only, deceiving  
you rselves w ith  fa lse  rea so n in g .” He also  
said: “You believe th ere  is  one God, do 
you? You are doing  quite well. And yet the  
dem ons believe and shudder. . . . Faith  
w ith o u t w orks is  d ead .”— Jam es 1:22; 2: 
19, 26.

Som e, though , argue th a t those who are 
gen u in ely  saved do all th ese  th in gs any- 
way. B u t is  th a t really  th e  case in  prac- 
tice?  D en is, who ‘accepted J esu s’ w hen he 
w as a you n g  boy, says: “The ‘saved’ people 
I have know n feel no great need to exam - 
ine th e Scrip tures because th ey  th ink  they  
already have all th ey  need for sa lva tion .”
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What would happen if you ran 
back into a burning building 
after being saved?

E gypt. W e can deliberately  choose to d is- 
obey G od.— D euteronom y 30:19, 20.

Im agine b ein g  rescued  from  a burning  
tow er. Think o f th e re lief you would feel 
as you w ere sa fe ly  tak en  from  th e build ing  
and th e rescuer said: “You are safe  now .” 
Yes, you would have been  saved from  cer- 
ta in  death. B u t w h at w ould happen if  you  
decided to  go back in to  th e  build ing for 
som e foolish  reason? Your life  would again  
be in  danger.

C h ristian s are in  a saved  cond ition . 
They have th e prospect o f everlastin g  life  
because th ey  are in  an  approved position  
before God. A s a group, th eir  sa lvation  
from  A dam ic s in  and all its  consequences  
is  sure. B u t ind iv idu ally  th ey  w ill be saved  
to  etern a l life  on ly  i f  th ey  continu e to  
adhere to  all o f God’s requ irem en ts. Jesu s  
em phasized th is  w h en  he likened  h im self  
to  a v in e  and h is d iscip les to  branches in  
th a t v ine. H e said: “E very branch in  m e

not b earin g  fru it [G od] takes  
aw ay . . .  If anyone does not 
rem ain  in  un ion  w ith  m e, he 
is cast out as a branch and  
is  dried up; and m en gather  
those branches up and pitch  
them  in to  th e  fire and th ey  
are bu rn ed .” (John 15:2, 6; 
H ebrew s 6:4-6) Those losin g  
fa ith  in  J esu s a lso  lose ever- 
la stin g  life .

“He That Has Endured . . . 
Will Be Saved”

Y e s , t h e r e  a r e  v a r io u s  
th in g s  in v o lv e d  in  g e t t in g  
saved. W e m u st take in  accu- 
rate know ledge o f God’s pur- 
poses and h is  w ay o f salva- 
tion . T hen w e m u st exercise  

fa ith  in  the C hief A g en t o f  sa lvation , Jesu s  
C hrist, and do God’s w ill th e rest o f our 
lives. (John 3:16; T itu s 2:14) Salvation  is  
sure for those who follow  th is  course. B ut 
it involves perseverin g  r igh t to  th e  end of 
our present life  or o f th is  sy stem  of th in g s. 
Only “he th at has endured to  th e end is the  
one th a t w ill be saved .”— M atthew  24:13.

A long w ith  others in  h is household, the  
jailer in  Philippi responded p ositive ly  to  
the m essage o f sa lvation  th a t Paul and  
Silas preached. “One and all, he and h is  
were baptized w ith ou t d e lay .” (A cts 16:33) 
W e can take sim ilar p ositive  action . Thus, 
we w ill en ter  in to  a close and b lessed  rela- 
tion sh ip  w ith  Jehovah God and h is  Son, 
Jesu s C hrist, and can have com plete con- 
fidence in  d iv in e provisions for sa lvation . 
The Philipp ian jailer “rejoiced grea tly  w ith  
all h is household now  th a t he had believed  
G od.” (A cts 16:34) Such a course w ill also  
cause us to ‘rejoice g rea tly .’
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Jesus Teaches at Jericho
Without delay, Bartimaeus and his com- 
panion begin to follow Jesus.

As Jesus passes through Jericho, 
the crowds are tremendous. Everyone 
wants to see the one who has healed 
the blind men. The people press in upon 
Jesus from every direction, and as a 
result, some cannot even get a glimpse 
of him. Among these is Zacchaeus, the 
chief over the tax collectors in and 
around Jericho. He is too short to see 
what is going on.

So Zacchaeus runs ahead and climbs 
a fig-mulberry tree along the route that 
Jesus is taking. From this vantage 
point, he can get a good view of every- 
thing. As the crowds approach, Jesus 
calls up into the tree: “Zacchaeus, hurry 
and get down, for today I must stay in 
your house.”

Zacchaeus climbs down with rejoic- 
ing and hurries home to get things pre- 
pared for his distinguished visitor. But 
when people see what is happening, 
they all begin grumbling. They consider 
it improper for Jesus to be the guest of 
such a man. You see, Zacchaeus be- 
came rich by dishonestly extorting 
money in his tax-collecting business.

Many people follow, and when Jesus 
enters into the home of Zacchaeus, 
they complain: “With a man that is a 
sinner he went in to lodge.” Yet Jesus 
sees in Zacchaeus the potential for re- 
pentance. And Jesus is not disappoint- 
ed, for Zacchaeus stands up and 
announces: “Look! The half of my be- 
longings, Lord, I am giving to the poor, 
and whatever I extorted from anyone by 
false accusation I am restoring four- 
fold.”

SOON Jesus and the crowds trav- 
eling with him arrive at Jericho, 
which is a city about a day’s jour- 

ney from Jerusalem. Apparently Jericho 
is a double city, the old Jewish city 
being about a mile from the newer Ro- 
man city. As the crowds make their way 
out of the old city and approach the 
new one, two blind beggars hear the 
commotion. One of them is named Bar- 
timaeus.

On learning that it is Jesus who is 
passing by, Bartimaeus and his com- 
panion begin shouting: “Lord, have mer- 
cy on us, Son of David!” When the 
crowd sternly tells them to be quiet, 
they cry out even more and with louder 
voices: “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of 
David!”

Hearing the disturbance, Jesus stops. 
He asks those with him to call the ones 
doing all the shouting. These go to the 
blind beggars and say to one of them: 
“Take courage, get up, he is calling 
you.” With unbounded excitement, the 
blind man throws off his outer garment, 
leaps to his feet, and goes to Jesus.

“What do you want me to do for you?” 
Jesus asks the two men.

“Lord, let our eyes be opened,” they 
plead.

Moved with pity, Jesus touches their 
eyes. According to Mark’s account, Je- 
sus says to one of them: “Go, your faith 
has made you well.” Immediately the 
blind beggars receive sight, and doubt- 
less both of them begin glorifying God. 
When all the people see what has hap- 
pened, they also give praise to God.



Jesus’SilS
with the way that Zacchaeus promises 
to dispense his belongings, for He says: 
“This day salvation has come to this 
house, because he also is a son of 
Abraham. For the Son of man came to 
seek and to save what was lost.” 

Recently, Jesus had illustrated the 
situation of ‘the lost’ with his story 
about the prodigal son. Now we have a 
real-life example of a lost one who has 
been found. Even though the religious 
leaders and those who follow them mut- 
ter and complain about Jesus’ attention 
to persons like Zacchaeus, Jesus con- 
tinues to look for and restore these lost 
sons of Abraham. M atthew  2 0 :2 9 -3 4 ;  
Mark 1 0 :46 -5 2 ; Luke 1 8 :3 5 -1 9 :1 0 ;  Ex- 
odus 22:1 .

Zacchaeus proves that 
his repentance is 

genuine by giving 
half of his belong- 
ings to the poor 
and by using the 
other half to pay 
back those he 

cheated. Appar- 
ently he can cal- 

culate from his tax 
records just how much 

he owes these 
persons. So he 

vows to make a 
fourfo ld  restora- 

tion, in keeping with 
God’s law that says: 
‘In case a man should 
steal a sheep, he is to 
compensate with four 
of the flock for the 
sheep.’

Jesus is pleased

♦ Where, apparently, does Jesus meet the blind 
beggars, and what does he do for them?
♦ Who is Zacchaeus, and why does he climb a 
tree?
♦ How does Zacchaeus prove his repentance?
♦ What lesson can we learn from Jesus’ treat- 
ment of Zacchaeus?



· E L D E R S «
G uard Your Trust

" P a y  atten tion  to yourselves a n d  to a l l  the flock, am o n g  which the holy sp irit  
h a s  appo in ted  you overseers, to shepherd the congregation  o f G od, which he 

pu rch ased  w ith the blood o f his own S o n ."— A C T S 20 :28 .

3 C hristian elders “m ust prove to be like  
a hid ing place from  th e w ind and a place 
of concealm ent from  th e rainstorm , like  
stream s o f w ater in  a w aterless country, 
like the shadow of a heavy crag in  an  
exhausted  la n d .” (Isa iah  32:1 , 2 ) T h is  
m eans th a t elders should be sources o f  
security, peace, and stab ility  to  th e  flock o f  
God’s sheeplike servants. “More than  usu- 
al” is required of elders, or undershep- 
herds, of the flock because th ey  have been  
“put in  charge o f m uch.” (Luke 12:48) 
And they  surely have a precious tru st th a t  
m ust be guarded.

3. Christian elders must be sources of what?

Christian elders must be like “a place of 
concealment from the rainstorm”

JEHOVAH GOD has granted those in  his 
earth ly  organization  a w onderful trust. 
B u t w hat is a tru st?  It is som ething of 
value com m itted  to a person who m ust 

render an account. The C hristian tru st  
includ es “the p attern  o f healthfu l w ords,” 
th e  tru th  im parted through th e  Scriptures 
and d ispensed  by “th e fa ith fu l and discreet 
sla v e” as “food at the proper t im e .” (2 Tim- 
oth y  1:13, 14; M atthew  2 4 :4 5 4 7  This (־
tru st  includes th e m in istry  associated  w ith  
th e tru th , w hich m u st be preached inside  
and outside th e  congregation . (2 Timo- 
th y  4:1-5) K ingdom  proclaim ers, includ- 
in g  spirit-appointed  elders, should esteem  
th is  tru st  as o f th e h ig h est value.

2 C hristian  elders have an added tru st  
— th e resp onsib ility  o f shepherding God’s 
flock. In th is  regard, th e apostle Peter  
wrote: “To th e older m en am ong you I give  
th is  exhortation , for I too am  an older m an  
w ith  them  and a w itn ess  o f th e sufferings  
o f th e  C hrist, a sharer even o f the glory  
th a t is to  be revealed: Shepherd the flock 
of God in  your care, not under com pulsion, 
bu t w illingly; n either for love of d ishonest 
gain , but eagerly; n eith er as lording it 
over th ose who are God’s inheritance, but 
becom ing exam ples to  the flock. And when  
th e  ch ief shepherd has been made m ani- 
fe st , you w ill receive th e unfadable crown  
of g lory .”— 1 P eter 5:1-4.

1. What does the Christian trust include?
2. Elders have what added trust, and what did 
Peter say about it?
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7 One way to  guard your tru st as an  
elder is to  be positive and d iligen t in  car- 
ing for your duties. All o f u s have a ssig n -  
m en ts o f varyin g resp on sib ility  in  Jeho- 
vah’s organization . Therefore, keep your 
place, and be con ten t to  ‘conduct yourself  
as a lesser on e.’ (Luke 9:46-48; compare 
Judges 7:21.) C herish your privileges, and  
never ‘work w ith  a slack h an d .’ (Proverbs 
10:4) Do not stan d  still, but w ith  Jeho- 
vah’s help, make progress in  all aspects of 
the m in istry . Indeed, follow  th is  counsel 
given  by Paul to  Tim othy: “C ontinue ap- 
plying yourself to  public reading, to  exhor- 
tation , to  teaching. Do n ot be n eg lectin g  
the g ift  in  you th a t w as g iven  you through  
a prediction and w hen th e body o f older 
m en laid their hands upon you. Ponder 
over th ese  th in gs; be absorbed in  them , 
that your advancem ent m ay be m an ifest to  
all p ersons.”— 1 T im othy 4:13-15.

8 Make sure th a t you m ain ta in  a good, 
productive schedule o f personal study. As  
an elder, you are righ tly  expected to  g ive  
sound Scriptural counsel. To equip you for 
th is  responsib ility , have you read the en- 
tir e  B ib le m ed ita tiv e ly , p erh ap s m an y  
tim es? (Proverbs 15:28) W hat about your  
platform  assign m en ts?  Prepare them  well, 
prayerfully seek ing  Jehovah’s help so th at  
you m ay im part som eth in g  sp iritually  en- 
riching to those p resen t at our m eetin gs. 
Elders in  particular should ‘say  w h at is  
good for building up, th a t it  m ay im part 
w hat is favorable to h earers.’— E phesians  
4:29; Rom ans 1:11.

9 A s an elder, heed P au l’s adm onition: 
“Preach the word, be a t it  u rgen tly  in  
favorable season , in  troublesom e season , 
reprove, reprim and, exhort, w ith  all long-  
suffering and art o f tea ch in g .” (2 T im othy

8. What will help an elder to give sound counsel 
and impart something spiritually enriching at 
meetings?
9. According to 2 Timothy 4:2, what must an 
elder do?

Why Entrusted to You?
4 The ex isten ce  o f over 60 ,000  congrega- 

tion s of Jehovah’s W itn esses  worldwide 
requires scores of th ou san d s of spiritually  
qualified m en to  care for God’s flock. There 
are m any elders in  each country, and th is  
is  a cause for joy. W orldw ide there is  an  
average o f about 60 K ingdom  proclaim ers 
in  each congregation . H ence, there is m uch  
work for e ld ers to  d o .— 1 C orin th ian s  
15:58.

5 If you  are an elder, w hy w as th is  
blessed privilege extend ed  to you? B ecause  
you have done certa in  th in g s, and you  
have spiritual qualifications. For instance, 
you m ust have stu d ied  God’s W ord dili- 
gently . (Joshua 1:7, 8 ) You m ust have  
shared zealously in  th e field m in istry , also  
helping others to becom e K ingdom  pro- 
claim ers. H aving been “tes ted  as to  fitness  
first,” you served fa ith fu lly  as a m in isteri-  
al servant. You ‘reached o u t,’ or sought to  
qualify, to  be an elder, appreciating that  
being an overseer is  “a fine w ork .” (1 Tim - 
othy 3:1, 10) Like T im othy, you were “w ell 
reported on by th e b roth ers.” (A cts 16:2) 
W hen recom m ended as an elder, likely  
you were in  your la te  2 0 ’s or older and  
w ere experienced in  life. The congregation  
had com e to respect you as a sp iritually  
m ature, approachable brother capable of 
g iv in g  e ffective  Scrip tu ra l counsel and  
m a in ta in in g  c o n f id e n t ia lity .— P roverb s  
25:9, 10.

How to Guard Your Trust
6 Yes, i f  you are an  elder, i t  w as for 

sound reason s th a t C h ristian  oversight  
was en tru sted  to  you. A nd how privileged  
you have felt! B u t how  can you guard your 
tru st?

4. Why are so many elders needed?
5. On what basis is the privilege of serving as an 
elder extended to a man?
6. 7. First Timothy 4:13-15 provides what coun- 
sel to help a man to guard his trust as an elder?
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As an elder, regularly share in 
the field ministry with members 
of your family and others

neg lect and d etrim en t o f the  
other.

11 To guard your tru st  as  
an elder, also work hard to  
increase your capability  as a 
teacher. “He th a t teach es, let  
him  be at h is tea ch in g ,” said  
Paul, “or he th a t exhorts, let  
him  be at h is  exh ortation .” 
(R om ans 12:7, 8 ) S in c e  a 
teacher stan d s as an in stru e-  
tor before others, th ey  have a 

right to expect m uch of him . If an  elder  
should err seriously in  h is teach in g  and  
th is causes problem s for fellow  believers, 
he com es in  line for judgm ent by God. Y es, 
teachers “shall receive heavier ju d gm en t.” 
(Jam es 3:1, 2; M atthew  12:36, 37) So el- 
ders need to be serious stu d en ts o f God’s 
W ord and m ust apply it  in  life . Then th eir  
Scriptural teaching, backed up by personal 
application, w ill be greatly  appreciated by  
fellow  believers. It w ill also sh ield  th e con- 
gregation  from  unw holesom e in fluences, 
including apostasy.

Avoid Pitfalls
12 Guard your tru st as an  elder, too, by  

avoiding p itfa lls. One o f th ese  is  m isuse of 
the tongue as a teacher. The need for 
caution in  th is  regard has lon g  been em - 
phasized by Jehovah’s organization . For 
exam ple, in  its  issue o f May 15, 1897, th is  
journal d iscu ssed  Jam es 3:1-13 and said  
especially of elders: “If th ey  possess an  
eloquent tongue it m ay be a channel for a 
great b lessing , sw aying  large num bers to

11. Why should an elder work hard to increase 
his capability as a teacher?
12. What counsel once published in this journal 
will help an elder to avoid the misuse of the 
tongue?

4 :2 )  P a u l w a s  c o n c e r n e d  
about apostasy  because som e  
in  th e congregation  ‘fought 
ab ou t w o r d s ,’ in d u lg ed  in  
‘fo o lish  q u e s t io n in g s ,’ and  
‘w ere n o t favorably disposed  
to  th e  tru th .’ (2 T im othy 2:
14-18, 23-25; 3:8-13; 4:3, 4)
W h eth er  th e  c o n g r e g a tio n  
w as exp erien cin g  a trouble- 
som e or a favorable season , 
h o w ev e r , T im o th y  w a s to  
“p r e a c h  th e  w o r d .” T h is  
would stren gth en  fellow  be- 
l ie v e r s  to  r e s is t  a p o sta sy .
S im ilarly  today, elders m ust  
preach th e  p en etratin g  W ord, or m essage, 
of God, w hich reaches th e heart and en- 
courages adherence to  Jeh ovah ’s stan -  
d ard s.— H ebrews 4:12.

10 To speak  w ith  a u th or ity , an elder  
m u st live in  harm ony w ith  God’s W ord. 
B u t he is  not fu lly  guarding h is tru st if  he 
‘preaches th e w ord’ only on the platform  
in sid e  th e  congregation . In th e sam e con- 
tex t Paul urged Tim othy: “Do the work of 
an evan gelizer .” To ‘accom plish your m in- 
istry  fu lly ’ as an elder, you m ust preach 
G od’s W ord “publicly and from house to  
h ou se .” (2 T im othy 4:5; A cts 20:20, 21) 
Therefore, work in  th e field m in istry  w ith  
m em bers o f your fam ily. T his can contrib- 
u te to the sp iritual bond betw een you and 
your w ife  and w ill greatly  benefit your 
children. Spend som e tim e, too, sharing in  
th e  preaching work w ith  other m em bers of 
th e  congregation . T h is stren gth en s spir- 
itu a l t ie s  and in creases brotherly love. 
(John 13:34, 35) Of course, an elder m ust 
str ive  for balance in  d ivid ing valuable tim e  
betw een  h is fam ily  and th e  congregation. 
The use of d iscernm ent w ill prevent him  
from  devoting  too m uch tim e to one, to the

10. Why should an elder regularly work in the 
field ministry with members of his family and 
others?
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g en tly  en gag in g  in  the  
field m in istry . The good  
new s m u st be preached, 
and elders should take  
th e lead in  th is  work as  
zea lo u s K in gd om  pro- 
cla im ers.— Mark 13:10; 
T itus 2:14.

14 S ex u a l im m ora lity  
i s  a n o th e r  p i t f a l l  to  
avoid. The w orld’s m oral 
decay can influence even  
an elder i f  he does not 

resist the tem ptations used by Satan  in  h is  
efforts to  break the in teg r ity  o f God’s peo- 
pie. (Compare M atthew  4:1-11; 6:9, 13.) 
Rem ember th at th e prophet Balaam , un- 
successfu l in  h is  a ttem p ts to  curse the  
Israelites, reasoned th a t Jehovah h im self  
would curse them  i f  th ey  could be se- 
duced to engage in  sex  w orship. So Balaam  
taught th e M oabite k ing  Balak “to  put a 
stum bling block before th e sons o f Israel, 
to  eat th in gs sacrificed to  idols and to  
com m it forn ication .” Did th ey  avoid that  
pitfall? No, for 24 ,000 Israelites died in  a 
scourge from  Jehovah because th ey  had  
im m oral relations w ith  M oabite w om en  
and bowed down to th eir  gods. (R evelation  
2:14; N um bers 25:1 -9 ) R em em ber, too, 
th at even David, ‘a m an agreeable to God’s 
h eart,’ stum bled in to  th e p itfa ll o f sexual 
im m orality. (1 Sam uel 13:14; 2 Sam uel 11: 
2-4) A s an elder, then , heed th e repeated  
advice of “th e fa ith fu l stew ard ” never to 
a ss ist a sp iritual s is te r  privately  but to  
have another elder p resen t w hen caring  
for th is  resp on sib ility .— Luke 12:42.

15 M aterialism  is another p itfa ll for an 
elder to avoid. B e con ten t w ith  n ecessitie s ,

14. (a) What Scriptural examples highlight the 
need for elders to guard against sexual immoral- 
ity? (b) Elders should not ignore what repeated 
advice on assisting spiritual sisters?
15. How can an elder’s family help him to avoid 
the pitfall of materialism?

If  you guard your trust as 
an elder, the congregation 
will benefit in many ways

th e Lord, the tru th  and  
th e  w ay o f r ig h teo u s-  
ness; or, on the other  
hand, if  co n ta m in a ted  
w ith error, the ton gu e  
can do alm ost untellab le  
harm — injury to  fa ith , 
to  m o r a ls , to  g o o d  
works. It is  indeed true, 
th at w hoever exercises th e g ift  o f teaching  
lays h im self open to  increased  responsibil- 
ity  in  the s ig h t o f God and m en. . . . 
W hoever would be a fou n ta in  from which  
would go forth th e d ivine W ord, carrying  
blessing and refresh m en t and stren gth , 
should see to it  th a t b itter  w aters, false  
doctrines th a t would cause a curse, an  
injury— dishonorin g  God and perverting  
his W ord— should not find in  them  a chan- 
nel o f u tterance. In th e  choice o f leaders 
for m eetin gs the ‘to n g u e’ qualification, as 
here laid down should not be overlooked. 
The fiery tongued should not be chosen, 
but th e  m eeker, th e  m oderate, who ,bridle’ 
their ton gu es and endeavor carefully to  
‘speak as th e  oracles o f God’ on ly .” How  
im portant it  is th a t an elder u se  h is tongue  
aright!

13 E xcessive recreation  is  also a pitfall to  
avoid. R ecreation should refresh  and build  
up, not exh au st and d istract a C hristian. 
Furtherm ore, overseers m u st be “m oderate 
in h a b its.” (1 T im othy 3:2) If m oderation  
governs w hat you do regard ing recreation, 
th is w ill guard you and your fam ily and  
will provide a fine exam ple for the congre- 
gation . You would hardly be se tt in g  a good  
exam ple if, tim e and aga in , you w en t  
away for recreational purposes on week- 
ends w hile your fellow  believers were dili-

13. Elders need to exercise what caution regard- 
ing recreation?
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teachers, brethren, know ing th a t a m an  
shall receive the more severe te s t in g .’ W e, 
likew ise, exhort all the E lders w ho in  heart 
are pure, unselfish , th a t th ey  have n o th in g  
but love and good w ish es for all m ankind, 
and th at they  becom e more and m ore filled  
w ith  the fru its and graces o f th e  holy  
Spirit, tak in g  heed also to  th e flock. Re- 
member, th a t the flock is  th e Lord’s and  
that you have a resp onsib ility  to  th e  Lord, 
as well as to  them . Rem em ber, th a t you are 
to w atch for their souls (in terests) as those  
who m ust g ive an account to  th e G reat 
Chief Shepherd. Rem ember, th a t th e  prin- 
cipal th in g  is Love, in  all; and, w hile n ot  
n eg lec tin g  d octrin es, g ive  sp ec ia l h eed  
to the developm ent of th e Lord’s Sp irit  
am ongst th e  various m em bers of h is  Body, 
that th u s th ey  m ay becom e ‘m eet for the  
inheritance o f the sa in ts  in  l ig h t ,’ and, 
according to th e D ivine w ill, be not su f-  
fered to stum ble in  th is  ev il day, but, 
having  done all, to  sta n d  com p lete  in  
Christ, h is Body, h is M em bers, h is  Jo in t-  
Sacrificers, h is Jo in t-H eirs.”

18 Those words were directed to sp irit- 
anointed elders and fellow  believers in  line  
w ith the und erstand ing  and circum stances  
of Jehovah’s organization  in  th ose earlier  
days. Y et, how  well th at counsel applies 
today! W hether their hopes are heavenly  
or earthly, C hristian elders m u st pay at-  
ten tion  to them selves, guard th eir  tru st,

What Would You Say?
□ What added trust do Christian 
elders have?
□ An elder can take what positive 
steps to guard his trust?
□ To guard his trust, what pitfalls 
must an elder avoid?
□ Why does joy result when elders 
guard their trust?

know in g th a t Jehovah w ill make adequate  
p ro v isio n . (M a tth ew  6 :25 -33 ; H ebrew s  
13:5) T rain your fam ily  to  be thrifty , for 
w astefu ln ess  is  a th ie f  o f tim e and re- 
sources th a t could be used to help the  
fam ily , as w ell as to  engage in  the field 
m in is try , s tr e n g th e n  th e  con gregation , 
and prom ote K ingdom  in terests . An elder 
b en efits from  h is fam ily ’s cooperation in  
th is  regard and is gratefu l th a t they  do not 
pressu re him  for th in g s not actually need- 
ed. In fact, “b etter  is a little  in  the fear of 
Jehovah than  an abundant supply and con- 
fu sion  along w ith  i t .”— Proverbs 15:16.

“Pay Attention to Yourselves”
16 If elders are to guard their  tru st, they  

m u st apply P au l’s counsel to  the overseers 
of E phesus. He told them : “Pay a tten tion  
to  yourselves and to all th e flock, am ong  
w hich th e holy sp irit has appointed you  
overseers, to  shepherd th e congregation  of 
God, w hich he purchased w ith  th e blood of 
his ow n Son. I know  th at after m y going  
aw ay  o p p r e ss iv e  w o lv es  w ill en ter  in  
am ong you and w ill not treat th e  flock w ith  
ten d ern ess, and from  am ong you your- 
se lves m en w ill rise and speak tw isted  
th in g s  to draw aw ay th e  d iscip les after  
th em selves . Therefore keep awake, and  
bear in  m ind th a t for three years, n ight  
and day, I did not quit adm onish ing each  
one w ith  tea rs .”— A cts 20:28-31.

17 More th an  80 years ago, The Watch 
Tower (M arch 1, 1909) quoted the forego- 
in g  counsel o f Paul to  fellow  elders and 
com m ented: “The E lders everyw here need  
to  take special heed; because in  every trial 
th e m ost favored and m ost prom inent have 
th e severest b esetm en ts and te s ts . H ence  
[Jam es] exhorts, ,B e not m any of you

16. What counsel did Paul give to the overseers 
of Ephesus?
17, 18. What counsel published in this maga- 
zine some 80 years ago still applies to Christian 
elders?
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and lovingly  care for th e in terests  o f God’s secretary’s inkhorn: “I have done ju st as 
flock. you have com m anded m e.”— E zekiel 9:3,

4, 11.
20 Yes, work loyally  as an elder so th at it  

can be said o f you as it  w as o f Noah: “He 
did just so .” (G enesis 6:22) From such  
diligent service, th e congregation  benefits  
in  m any w ays. M ost o f all, Jehovah is  
honored by strong, active congregations  
served by fa ith fu l elders who guard their  
tru st. B ut more is  required if, in  effect, 
you are to be told: “W ell done, good slave!” 
(Luke 19:17) A s an elder, you m u st also  
treat God’s flock w ith  ten d ern ess.

Joy Results From 
Guarding Your Trust

19 H appiness— in  fact, heartfelt joy— re- 
su its from  guarding your tru st as a Chris- 
tian  elder. There is p leasure in  d ischarging  
a serious resp onsib ility  w ell. So be cau- 
tious, prayerful, d iligen t. Guard your tru st  
as an elder and  
w hen you can

•]B IB D E R S ־
Treat Goti ' s F lock W ith  T
“We became gentle in the midst of you, as when a nursing mother cherishes her 

own children. ”— 1 THESSALONIANS 2:7.

his holy nam e. H ence, th ose doing h is  w ill 
need fear n oth ing  bad and can look to  their  
com passionate God for com fort. Indeed, 
every loyal W itn ess  o f Jehovah has sound  
reason to feel secure in  God’s lov in g  care. 
— Psalm  23:1-4.

JEHOVAH is  the G reat Shepherd. He 
m a k es a b u n d a n t p r o v is io n  for  h is  
sheeplike servan ts and leads them  “in  

the tracks o f r ig h teo u sn ess” for th e sake of

1. Why can every loyal Witness of Jehovah feel 
secure?
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Not to Lord It Over the Flock
5 W e can righ tly  expect C hristian  elders 

to  treat us in  a com passionate w ay. They  
are not like worldly rulers, who o ften  lord 
it  over their subjects. For in stan ce , i t  is  
reported th at the Frankish k in g  Charle- 
m agne (who ruled 768-814 C .E .) “com - 
pelled the Saxons, under pain  of death, to  
receive baptism , condem ned to th e sever- 
est pun ishm ents the breakers o f Lent, and  
everyw h ere  su b s t itu te d  force  for per- 
suasion .” (The History of the C hristian  
Church, by W illiam  Jon es) T yranny has no  
place am ong J esu s’ follow ers, for he said: 
“You know th at the rulers o f th e h eath en  
lord it over them , and their  great m en  
tyrannize over them . It is  not to  be so  
am ong you, but whoever w an ts to  be great  
am ong you m ust be your servant, and who- 
ever w an ts to  hold the first place am ong  
you m ust be your slave, ju st as the Son of 
Man has com e not to  be w aited  on, but to  
w ait on other people, and to g ive h is life  
to ransom  m any o th ers.”— M atthew  20: 
25-28, An American Translation.

6 A C hristian m an who is  ‘reach ing out 
for an office of overseer is desirous o f a fine 
work.’ (1 T im othy 3:1) W hen w e consider  
th is and J esu s’ counsel ju st cited , th ese  
basic factors stand  out: (1) C h ristian  el- 
ders m u st n o t ty ra n n ize  over o th ers;  
(2) those shouldering resp onsib ility  am ong  
J esu s’ follow ers m ust be th eir  slaves, n ot  
their m asters; and (3) m en reach ing out 
for an overseer’s office should look upon it  
as “a fine w ork,” not as an exalted  posi- 
tion. (Proverbs 25:27; 1 C orinthians 1:31) 
The term  “elder” does not e levate any m an  
above other w orshipers o f Jehovah. R ath- 
er, the congregation  has reason to expect

5. (a) How do worldly leaders often treat their 
subjects? (b) How did Jesus show that tyranny 
has no place among his followers?
6. (a) As regards elders, what basic factors 
stand out? (b) The congregation has reason to 
expect what of elders, and how should these men 
view themselves?

2 J e s u s  C h r is t  “is  th e  r e fle c t io n  o f  
[G od’s]  glory and th e exact representation  
of h is very b e in g .” (H ebrew s 1:1-4) So 
Jesu s, th e F ine Shepherd, also displays 
love and com passion. (John 10:14, 15) For 
in stan ce, on one occasion “he saw a great 
crowd, but he w as m oved w ith p ity  for 
them , because th ey  w ere as sheep w ithout 
a shepherd. And he started  to teach them  
m any th in g s .”— Mark 6:34.

3 A ll C h ristian s should  ‘im ita te  God and  
go on w alk in g  in  love ju st as C hrist loved  
th e m .’ (E p h esian s 5:1, 2 ) So th ey  should  
be lo v in g  and com p assionate. E specially  
shou ld  th is  be tru e o f undershepherds of 
G od’s flock. The apostle  Paul said: “Pay  
a tte n tio n  to  you rselves and to  all the  
flock, am ong w hich  th e  holy sp irit has 
appoin ted  you overseers, to  shepherd the  
co n g reg a tio n  o f God, w hich he purchased  
w ith  th e blood o f h is  ow n Son. I know  th at  
a fter  m y g o in g  aw ay oppressive w olves  
w ill en ter  in  am ong you and w ill not 
trea t th e  flock w ith  ten d ern ess , and from  
am on g you you rselves m en  w ill rise and  
speak  tw isted  th in g s  to  draw  aw ay the  
d isc ip le s  a f te r  th e m s e lv e s .”— A cts  20: 
28-30 .

4 In  tim e, apostate “oppressive w olves” 
appeared and did “not treat th e flock w ith  
ten d ern ess .” B ut how  glad we are that 
elders am ong Jehovah’s W itn esses  do not 
practice such tyranny! Y et, w hat kind of 
trea tm en t can fellow  believers expect to  
receive from  th ese  sp irit-appointed over- 
seers? And how can such appointees show  
tender regard for Jehovah’s sheep?

2. As the reflection of God’s glory, what quali- 
ties does Jesus display?
3. (a) Like Jehovah God and Jesus Christ, 
Christian undershepherds should display what 
qualities? (b) What counsel and warning did the 
apostle Paul give overseers?
4. (a) In time, what happened in keeping with 
Paul’s warning at Acts 20:29, 30? (b) What 
questions now merit consideration?
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Sources of Relief and Refreshment
9 P o in tin g  to th is  day of K ingdom  rule  

by Jesus Christ, the prophet Isaiah fore- 
told that a k ing would “reign  for righ- 
teou sn ess its e lf״ and “p rin ces” would rule 
“for justice its e lf .” H ence, elders in  the  
present-day theocratic  organ ization  are 
handling the in terests  o f the estab lished  
heavenly K ingdom — princely service in- 
deed! To these responsib le m en apply Isa- 
iah ’s further prophetic words: “Each one  
m ust prove to be like a h id ing  place from  
the w ind and a place of concealm ent from  
the rainstorm , like stream s of w ater in a 
w aterless country, like the shadow of a 
heavy crag in an exhausted  lan d .”— Isaiah  
32:1, 2.

10 U nlike C hristendom ’s oppressive re- 
lig ious leaders, elders am ong Jehovah’s 
W itn esses are sources o f re lief and re- 
freshm ent. As bodies o f older m en, they  
prom ote peace, tran quillity , and securi- 
ty  am ong Jehovah’s people. Individually, 
each elder can contribute to th is  fine con- 
dition by trea tin g  God’s flock w ith  tender- 
ness.

With Justice and Righteousness
11 A lth o u g h  prob lem s arose  in  som e  

f ir s t-c e n tu r y  C h r is tia n  c o n g r e g a tio n s , 
their general sta te  was th at o f peace, uni- 
ty, and joy. (1 C orinthians 1:10-12; 3: 
5-9; E phesians 1:2; Jam es 2:1-9; 3:2-12; 
4:11, 12; 1 John 1:3, 4) A fine sp iritual 
condition a lso .e x is ts  in  m ost congrega- 
tions of Jehovah’s W itn esses  today be- 
cause of God’s b lessing , C hrist’s leader- 
ship, and the fa ith fu l work of appointed

9. What circumstances of Jehovah’s present-day 
people were foretold at Isaiah 32:1, 2?
10. Each elder among Jehovah’s Witnesses 
should be a source of what?
11. (a) What general state existing among 
first-century Christians prevails in most congre- 
gations of Jehovah’s Witnesses today? (b) Over- 
seers have what responsibility toward the con- 
gregation, and why?

all elders to  be sp iritually  m ature, experi- 
enced, and hum ble m en who take the lead  
in sacred service. Indeed, elders should  
view  them selves as hum ble slaves o f Jeho- 
vah God, Jesu s C hrist, and fellow  Chris- 
t ia n s .— Rom ans 12:11; G alatians 5:13; Co- 
lossians 3:24.

7 Humbly s lav in g  in  behalf o f others nat- 
urally restra in s an elder from  try ing  to  
“lord it  over” them . And how good it  is 
that our overseers d isplay an attitu de sim - 
ilar to th at of Paul! He told C hristians at 
Corinth: ‘W e are not th e m asters over your 
faith , but we are fellow  workers for your 
joy .’ (2 C orin th ian s 1:24) A ccordingly, 
those who exercise lov ing  oversight do not 
burden fellow  believers w ith  unnecessary  
hum an reg u la tio n s . In stea d , overseers  
am ong Jehovah’s W itn esses  are governed  
by Scriptural princip les and render kind, 
helpful service. They also show  deep re- 
gard for God’s flock by quickly applying  
in stru ctio n s received  from  th e Govern- 
ing Body of Jehovah’s W itn e sse s .— A cts, 
chapter 15.

8 B ecause Paul had tender regard for 
God’s flock, he could tell C hristians at 
Thessalonica: “W e becam e gen tle  in the  
m idst of you, as w hen a n u rsin g  m other  
cherishes her own children. So, having  
a tender affection  for you, we were well 
pleased to im part to  you, not only the good 
new s of God, but also our own souls, be- 
cause you becam e beloved to u s .” (1 Thes- 
salon ians 2:7, 8) Paul acted as does a 
nursing  m other, who loves her children so 
deeply th a t she puts th eir  in terests  ahead  
of her own and has ten der regard for them . 
How th is should m ove 20th -century  elders 
to  treat God’s flock w ith  tenderness!

7. (a) How should elders apply 2 Corinthians 
1:24 in dealing with others? (b) What should 
elders do about instructions received from the 
Governing Body?
8. What attitude did Paul have toward fellow 
believers, and how should this affect 20th- 
century elders?
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Heartfelt prayer is vital when a judicial 
committee meets with a fellow believer

13 Elders are to serve “for ju stice  i t s e lf ,” 
always being im partial. So they  should act 
on evidence of w rongdoing, not on m ere  
hearsay. Paul counseled: “Do not adm it an  
accusation again st an older m an, except 
only on the evidence of tw o or three w it-  
n esses .” (1 Tim othy 5:19) A ccording to  
Jehovah’s standard, in  ancien t Israel a 
person charged w ith  a capital s in  w as to  be 
put to death ‘at the m outh o f tw o or three  
w itn esses, not on e .’ M oreover, th e  accused  
apparently had the opportunity to  face h is  
accusers, and if  the evidence w as ade- 
quate, ‘the hand of the w itn esses  first o f  
all was to come upon him  to put him  to  
death .’— D euteronom y 17:6, 7.

14 There m ust be a sound Scriptural ba- 
sis for judicial action. How glad we are 
that congregation  overseers are not like  
proud D iotrephes o f the first centu ry  C.E.! 
He wrongly tried “to throw  out of th e  
con gregation ” th ose  w ish in g  to receive  
traveling brothers hospitably. The apostle  
John did not view  th is and other m isdeeds  
ligh tly  but warned: “If I com e, I w ill call to  
rem em brance h is w orks.” (3 John 9, 10) 
Thus, a presen t-day judicial com m ittee  
m ust be sure that there is a B iblical ba- 
sis for any disfellow sh ipp ing action  they  
take.* Of course, God expects C hristian  
elders to be just in dealing w ith  others. 
Indeed, those adm in istering  the affairs o f

* A person can appeal a decision to disfellowship 
him if he believes that a serious error in judgment 
has been made.

13. How do the Scriptures show that elders 
should act only on evidence of wrongdoing, not 
on hearsay?
14. (a) What did Diotrephes wrongly try to do? 
(b) God expects what of elders when they are 
handling judicial matters?

overseers. To ensure congregational peace, 
u n ity , and joy, th ese  m en seek divine help 
and d iligen tly  strive to keep God’s organi- 
zation  clean, m orally and spiritually. (Isa- 
iah  52:11) A n unclean organization  could 
never be peaceful and joyous, and it surely  
would not have God’s approval and bless- 
ing. He is  “too pure in  eyes to see what is  
bad ,” to to lerate w rongdoing. (Habakkuk 
1:13) A m ong other th in g s, then , elders are 
expected  to  care for judicial m atters in an 
upright, Scriptural m anner. B ut w hat are 
som e factors to  rem em ber w hen handling  
such cases?

12 For one th in g , in  cases involving per- 
sonal differences, it  m ay be possible for 
in d iv id u a ls to  se tt le  m a tters  privately. 
(M atthew  18:15-17) S ince elders are not 
‘m asters over our fa ith ,’ th ey  are not ex- 
pected  to  look in to  purely personal affairs 
th a t do not involve serious v iolations of 
B ible law s or princip les. N aturally, if  there  
is  evidence th at a person has taken “some 
fa lse  step  before he is  aware of i t ,” those  
having  spiritual qualifications should “try  
to readjust such a m an in  a sp irit of mild- 
n e ss .”— G alatians 6:1.

12. Although elders are not required to look into 
personal affairs that do not violate Bible laws or 
principles, what should be done in view of Gala- 
tians 6:1?

18 THE WATCHTOWER-SEPTEMBER 15, 1989



also remem ber J esu s’ words: “J u st as you  
want m en to do to you, do th e sam e w ay to  
th em .” (Luke 6:31) E specially  should th is  
counsel be applied during judicial hearings. 
Spiritually qualified m en should try  to re- 
adjust an erring C hristian  ‘in  a sp irit of 
m ildness, as they each keep an eye on them - 
selves, for fear they also m ay be tem pted .’ 
— G alatians 6:1; 1 C orinthians 10:12.

18 If elders w ere to trea t others harshly  
during judicial hearin gs, th is  m ight prove 
harm ful to  such individuals. B u t even if  
em otional or physical harm  did not resu lt, 
there could be grave sp iritual injury, and  
the qualifications o f th e  overseers could 
also be called in to  q u estion . (Com pare 
Jam es 2:13.) H ence, during judicial hear- 
ings and at all other tim es, elders should  
be kind and m ust guard ag a in st stum bling  
others. Of course, all C h ristians need to  
exercise care in  th is  regard, for J esu s said: 
“W hoever stum bles one o f th ese  little  ones  
that believe, it would be finer for him  if  a 
m illstone such as is turned by an ass were

18. (a) What might result if elders treated oth- 
ers harshly during judicial hearings? (b) In view 
of Mark 9:42, against doing what should elders 
and other Christians be on guard?

What Is Your Thought?
□ How did Jesus Christ show that 
tyranny has no place among his 
followers?
□ What should elders do when 
instructions are received from the 
Governing Body?
□ According to Isaiah 32:1, 2, elders 
should be sources of what?
□ How do the Scriptures show that 
elders should not act on mere 
hearsay?
□ How should Christian 
undershepherds treat the flock?

Jehovah’s earth ly  organization  m ust be 
“capable m en, fearing  God, tru stw orthy  
m en .”— Exodus 18:21.

15 E very C h ristian  ju d icia l com m ittee  
should seek Jehovah’s help in heartfelt 
prayer. A  m e e t in g  w ith  a b roth er  or 
a sister  accused of serious w rongdoing  
should be opened w ith  prayer. In fact, it 
would be proper to pray a t any tim e during  
the d iscu ssion  th a t a particular need for 
God’s help should a r ise .— Jam es 5:13-18.

16 E lders know  th at a fellow  believer ac- 
cused o f w rongdoing is  a “sh eep ” in  God’s 
flock and should be treated  w ith  tender- 
n ess. (Compare E zekiel 34:7-14.) L iteral 
sheep need tender care, for th ey  are tim id  
creatures dependent on th eir  shepherd for 
protection. So, w h at about th e  figurative  
sheep in  the local congregation? They un- 
doubtedly feel secure in  th e care of the  
Great Shepherd, Jehovah God, and the  
Fine Shepherd, J esu s C hrist. B ut under- 
shepherds o f th e  flock m u st act in  w ays  
that contribute to  the inner peace and 
sense o f secu rity  o f sheeplike servan ts of 
Jehovah. If you are a C hristian  undershep- 
herd, then, do your brothers and s isters  
feel secure and tran q u il in  your care? 
True, elders m ust firm ly uphold Bible law s 
and principles. B u t th ey  are Scripturally  
required to deal w ith  th e  sheep in  a loving  
way and to conduct judicial hearings in  a 
calm , orderly, kind, and considerate m an- 
ner.

17 B ein g  im perfect, “w e all stum ble m any  
tim es” in  w hat we say. (Jam es 3:2) Each one 
of us needs God’s m ercy and C hrist’s “pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice.” (1 John l:8 -2 :2 ; Psalm  
130:3) So a C hristian  undershepherd ought 
to take a hum ble view  of h im self. He should

15. What role should prayer play at judicial 
hearings?
16. In what manner should elders conduct judi- 
cial hearings, and why?
17. What Scriptural points should elders keep in 
mind, especially during judicial hearings?
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fest, you w ill receive th e unfadable crown  
of g lory.” (1 P eter 5:2-4) O nly by applying  
such counsel and by m an ifestin g  tender  
regard for the flock o f God can anoin ted  
overseers obtain  their heavenly  rew ard as 
im m ortal sp irit creatures and can elders  
w ith  earthly hopes receive eternal life  in  
the com ing global Paradise.

20 Both Jehovah God and J esu s C hrist 
are lo v in g , c o m p a ss io n a te  S h ep h erd s. 
So w hile C hristian undershepherds firm - 
ly uphold d iv in e  stan dards, th ey  m u st  
show love and com passion in  dealing w ith  
their sheeplike fellow  believers. Surely, all 
loyal W itn esses  of Jehovah deeply appre- 
ciate the exem plary service o f su ch  se lf-  
sacrificing elders who guard th e ir  tru st  
and treat God’s flock w ith  ten d ern ess . 
That appreciation, along w ith  proper re- 
spect, can be show n by being obedient to  
those tak in g  th e  lead am ong us.

20. (a) How must Christian undershepherds 
deal with their fellow believers? (b) How do you 
feel about the exemplary service and tender care 
of loving elders?

put around h is neck and he were actually  
pitched in to  the sea .” (M ark 9:42) An up- 
per m illston e could be so large that an  
an im al’s stren gth  w as norm ally needed to 
turn  it, and nobody cast in to  the sea w ith  
such a w eigh t around h is  neck could sur- 
vive. Surely, then , an  elder should be care- 
fu l not to  cause stu m bling  th at could re- 
su it in  la stin g  sp iritual harm  to h im self  
and any individual th u s stum bled .— Phi- 
lipp ians 1:9-11.

Continue Showing Tender Regard
19 The apostle P eter showed how fellow  

overseers w ere to shepherd th e flock when  
he wrote: “Shepherd th e flock of God in  
your care, not under com pulsion, but will- 
ingly; n e ith er  for love o f d ishonest gain, 
but eagerly; n e ith er  as lord ing it over 
th ose who are God’s inheritance, but be- 
com ing exam ples to  th e  flock. And when  
th e ch ief shepherd has been made m ani-

19. What counsel did Peter give fellow elders, 
and what bearing does properly responding to it 
have on their prospects?

* B ]E Ο Bί E D I ]E N T ״
to Those Taking the Leacl

"B e obedient to those who are taking the lead among you and be submissive, for 
they are keeping watch over your souls as those who will render an account."

— H EBREW S 13 :17 .

God’s flock w ith  ten d ern ess serves as a 
protection from  Satan and th is  w icked sys-  
tern o f th in g s .—A cts 20:28-30; 1 P eter 5:8; 
1 John 5:19.

2 B ut how do you view  th e elders? In your 
heart, do you say: T i l  never go to another

JEHOVAH has provided overseers for h is  
organization  in  th is  “tim e o f the en d .” 
(D aniel 12:4) They take th e lead in  car- 

in g  for sheeplike ones, and their supervi- 
sion  is  refresh in g. (Isaiah 32:1, 2) More- 
over, lov ing  oversight by elders who treat

2. How did some view the apostle Paul, but what 
attitude toward the elders is fitting?

1. How do we benefit from the work of Christian 
overseers?
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our conduct turn  out w ell by im ita tin g  
their faith.

5 On th e earth  today, th e  ch ief responsi- 
bility  for caring for our sp iritual needs has 
been entru sted  to “th e fa ith fu l and discreet 
slave.” Its  representative G overning Body 
takes the lead and coordinates th e world- 
wide K ingdom -preaching work. (M atthew  
24:14, 45-47) E specially  m igh t th ese  sp irit- 
anointed elders be view ed as sp iritual gov- 
ernors, for H ebrews 13:7 can be rendered: 
“Be you m indful o f th e ones govern in g  . . . 
you .” (Kingdom In terlinear)  W ith  m ore 
than 60,000 congregations and over 3 ,500 ,- 
000 K ingdom  proclaim ers, th e 12 elders 
form ing the G overning Body have ‘plenty  
to  do in  the Lord’s w ork .’ (1 C orinthians  
15:58) In view  of th eir  G od-given assign -  
m ent, they deserve our fu ll cooperation, 
even as the first-centu ry  govern in g  body 
had the cooperation o f th e early C hristians. 
— A cts 15:1, 2.

6 O verseers have been sp irit-appointed to  
care for th e spiritual needs of th e  congre- 
gation . (A cts 20:28) T hey see to  it  th at the  
Kingdom  m essage is preached in  the terri- 
tory o f th e local congregation . T hese Scrip- 
turally qualified m en also provide spiritual 
direction in  a loving m anner. They exhort, 
console, and bear w itn ess  to  th eir  sp iritual 
brothers and s isters , to  th e end th a t th ese  
m ight go on w alk in g  w orth ily  o f  God. 
(1 T hessalonians 2:7, 8, 11, 12) Even w hen  
som eone takes a fa lse  step  before he is  
aware of it, th ese  m en seek  to  readjust him  
“in  a sp irit o f m ild n ess .”— G alatians 6:1.

7 Our hearts are m otivated  to cooperate  
w ith  such loving overseers. T his is  f ittin g ,

5. On the earth today, to whom has the chief 
responsibility of caring for the Christian congre- 
gation been entrusted, and what do they de- 
serve?
6. What are some things done by elders for the 
benefit of Jehovah’s people?
7. What counsel did Paul give at Hebrews 13:17?

elder in  th is  congregation  if  I have a prob- 
lem , for I have no confidence in  any of 
th em ’? If that is  how  you feel, could you be 
overem phasizing th eir  im perfections? In 
an cien t C orinth, som e said  o f th e apostle  
Paul: “H is le tters  are w eigh ty  and forceful, 
but his presence in  person is  weak and h is  
speech con tem p tib le .” Y et, God assigned  
Paul to a m in istry  and used him  as “an 
apostle to  th e n a tio n s .” (2 C orinthians 10: 
10; Rom ans 11:13; 1 T im othy 1:12) It is  
hoped, th en , th a t you feel m ore like the  
sister  who said: “W e have the best body of 
elders in  th e  world. T hey w ere righ t here 
to  help w hen n eed ed .”

Why Obey Them?
3 S ince C hristian  undershepherds have  

been provided by th e G reat Shepherd, Je- 
hovah God, how  do you th in k  he w an ts us 
to v iew  them ? Surely, God expects u s to  
follow th e B ible-based direction  received  
through lov in g  overseers under the super- 
vision  of the G overning Body o f Jehovah’s 
W itn esses. Then ‘th e Lord w ill be w ith  the  
sp irit we show ,’ w e w ill enjoy peace, and  
we will be upbuilt sp ir itu a lly .— 2 Tim othy  
4:22; com pare A cts 9:31; 15:23-32.

4 Paul urged: “R em em ber th ose who are 
tak in g  th e lead am ong you, who have spo- 
ken the word of God to you, and as you  
c o n tem p la te  h ow  th e ir  co n d u ct tu r n s  
out im ita te  th eir  fa ith .” (H ebrews 13:7) 
A m ong th e early C h ristians, th e apostles  
prim arily took th e lead. Today, we can  
observe th o se  m a k in g  up th e  G overn- 
ing Body of Jehovah’s W itn esses, other  
anointed overseers, and m en of the “great 
crow d” who take th e lead am ong us. (Rev- 
elation  7:9) A lthough w e are not urged to  
im ita te  th eir  voice quality, posture, or oth- 
er hum an tra its , w e should be able to  m ake

3. If the Lord is to be with the spirit we show, 
how should we view Christian undershepherds?
4. How can we personally apply Hebrews 13:7?
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spirit we show ,’ and joy flourishes in  such  
a clim ate of cooperation, peace, and u n ity . 
— 2 Tim othy 4:22; Psalm  133:1.

10 Our being obedient and su b m issive  to  
congregation  elders does not m ean  th a t w e  
are m en pleasers. That would be unscrip - 
tural, for first-centu ry  C h ristian  s laves  
were told to obey their  m asters, “not w ith  
acts o f eye-service, as m en p leasers, but 
w ith  sin cerity  o f heart, w ith  fear o f Jeho- 
vah.” (C olossians 3:22; E p hesians 6:5, 6) 
O verseers ‘who preside in  a fine w ay and  
work hard in  speaking and teach in g’ de- 
serv e  h on or p r in c ip a lly  b eca u se  th e ir  
teaching is based on God’s W ord. A s Paul 
wrote: “Let the older m en who preside in  a 
fine way be reckoned w orthy o f double  
honor, especially  those who work hard in  
speaking and teaching. For th e scripture  
says: ‘You m ust not m uzzle a bull w hen it  
threshes out th e gra in ’; also: ‘The work- 
m an is w orthy o f h is w ages.’ ”— 1 T im othy  
5:17, 18.

11 P aul’s words ju st quoted in d icate  th a t  
m aterial help can righ tly  be g iven  to  th ose  
looking after th e spiritual in terests  o f oth- 
ers. H owever, th is  does not m ean th a t el- 
ders should receive a salary, and “double  
honor” surely is  not som eth in g  exacted  by  
an elder. It m ay come from  th e congrega- 
tio n ’s m em bers spontaneously, but he m ust 
never use h is a ssign m en t to  ga in  power or 
m aterial possessions. He should not seek  
his own glory or associate m ain ly  w ith  the  
more prosperous ones for m aterial advan- 
tage and to th e neglect o f others. (Proverbs 
25:27; 29:23; Jude 16) Rather, an overseer  
m ust shepherd God’s flock ‘w illin g ly , not 
for love o f d ishonest ga in , but eagerly .’ 
— 1 P eter 5:2.

10. According to 1 Timothy 5:17, why do those 
presiding in a fine way deserve honor?
11. How may “double honor” come to an elder, 
but what must he avoid?

as Paul wrote: “B e obedient to  those who 
are ta k in g  th e lead am ong you and be 
su b m issive, for th ey  are keeping watch  
over your souls as th ose who w ill render an  
account; th a t th ey  m ay do th is  w ith  joy and  
not w ith  sigh in g , for th is  would be dam ag- 
in g  to  y o u .” (H ebrew s 13:17) How are we 
to  understand  th is  counsel?

8 Paul urges us to  obey those governing  
u s sp iritually . W e are to “be su b m issive,” 
to  y ield  to th ese  undershepherds. W hy? 
B ecau se ‘th ey  are keeping w atch over our 
so u ls ,’ or lives  dedicated  to God. And how  
are th ey  “keeping w atch ”? Here the pres- 
en t active  ind icative of the Greek verb 
a-gru-pne'o litera lly  m eans th at the elders 
“are ab sta in in g  from  sleep .” This rem inds 
us o f the so litary  shepherd who forgoes 
sleep  to protect h is flock from  nighttim e  
dangers. E lders som etim es spend sleepless  
n ig h ts  in  prayerful concern for God’s flock 
or in  rendering sp iritual aid to fellow be- 
lievers. How m uch we should appreciate  
th eir  fa ith fu l service! Surely, we do not 
w an t to  be like th e  “ungodly m en ” o f Jude’s 
day who ‘d isregarded lordship and spoke 
abusively  of glorious o n es ,’ anointed Chris- 
tia n  elders w ith  G od-given glory, or honor, 
conferred upon th em .— Jude 3, 4, 8.

9 Jeh o v a h  w ould  be d isp leased  if  w e  
failed  to be obedient and subm issive to  
C h ristian  overseers. T his would also prove 
burdensom e to them  and would harm  us 
sp iritually . If w e were uncooperative, the  
elders m ight care for th eir  duties w ith  
sigh in g , perhaps in  a sp irit of discourage- 
m ent th a t could resu lt in  a loss o f joy in  our 
C hristian  activ ities. B u t our obedience and 
su b m issiven ess prom ote godly conduct and 
stren gth en  our fa ith . ‘The Lord is w ith the

8, 9. (a) In view of Hebrews 13:17, why should 
we be obedient to those taking the lead? (b) Our 
obedience and submissiveness can have what 
good effects?
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12 W e w ill be helped to obey 
and honor those tak in g  the  
lead if  we rem em ber th a t God 
h im self has provided th e el- 
d e r s . ( E p h e s ia n s  4 : 7 - 1 3 )  
Since th ese  m en are sp irit ap- 
pointed and God’s organiza- 
tion  occupies a v ita l place in  
the lives o f Jeh ovah ’s W it-  
n e sse s , su re ly  w e w a n t to  
d e m o n str a te  our g r a titu d e  
and respect for theocratic ar- 
r a n g e m e n ts . M oreover , w e  
can a ss is t  new  ones to  develop  
th is  a ttitu d e  i f  w e se t  a fine  
exam ple o f obedience and sub- 
m ission  to  th ose tak in g  the  
lead am ong us.

Paul was delighted to preach the good news 
and to serve fellow believers. As an eider, are 
you grateful for your God-given privileges of 
service?

8:46; Rom ans 5:12) Instead  o f fee lin g  frus- 
trated  by their lim ita tion s and trea tin g  
their counsel lightly , let us appreciate and 
accept the Bible-based direction  o f th e  el- 
ders as com ing from  God.

14 Paul, an appreciative m an, said: “I am  
grateful to  C hrist J esu s our Lord, who 
im parted power to  m e, because he consid- 
ered me fa ithfu l by a ss ig n in g  m e to a m in- 
is try .” (1 Tim othy 1:12) That m in istry , or 
service, included the preaching work and  
the serving of fellow  believers. A lthough an  
overseer has an a ssig n m en t by holy sp irit 
to serve as a shepherd, th is  should not 
make him  feel superior to others, for he 
him self is  part of God’s flock o f sheeplike  
ones. (1 P eter 5:4) Instead , he should be 
grateful th a t th e Head o f th e  congregation , 
Jesus Christ, counted him  w orthy to m in- 
ister  to m em bers o f the flock and th a t God 
qualified him  by gran tin g  him  a m easure  
of know ledge, w isdom , and un d erstan d in g .

14. In view of 1 Timothy 1:12, how should an 
elder look upon the ministry assigned to him?

Why Appreciate Their Service?
13 In th e world, th ere  is  a ten dency to  

reject leadership . A s one lecturer said: 
“The r isin g  education  level has improved  
the ta len t pool such th a t follow ers have 
become so critical th a t th ey  are alm ost 
im possible to  lead .” B u t a sp irit o f indepen- 
dent th in k in g  does not prevail in  God’s 
organization, and w e have sound reasons  
for confidence in  th e m en tak in g  the lead  
am ong us. For in stan ce, only those m eet- 
in g  Scriptural requirem ents are appoint- 
ed as elders. (1 T im othy 3:1-7) They are 
trained to be kind, loving, and helpful, 
y et firm in  upholding Jehovah’s righteous  
standards. The elders adhere to Scriptural 
tru th , ‘holding firm ly to  th e fa ith fu l word, 
th at th ey  m ay be able to  exhort by health- 
ful tea ch in g .’ (T itu s 1:5-9) Of course, we 
should not m agn ify  th eir  hum an im perfec- 
tions, for all o f us are im perfect. (1 K ings

12. By keeping what in mind will we be helped 
to obey those taking the lead among us?
13. (a) What contrasting views of leadership 
exist in the world and in God’s organization? 
(b) We have what sound reasons for confidence 
in the men taking the lead among us? (c) Instead 
of magnifying the imperfections of hardworking 
elders, what should we do?
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7:39; D euteronom y 7:3, 4 ) T hey m ay point 
out that m arrying an unbaptized person  
can lead to serious problem s, even  as K ing  
Solomon erred gravely by tak in g  foreign  
w ives, who inclined his heart tow ard fa lse  
gods and away from  Jehovah. (1 K ings 11: 
1-6) The elders m ay also explain  th a t Ezra  
had Jew ish  m en put aw ay th eir  pagan  
w ives, and N ehem iah said  th at those m ar- 
rying unbelievers were ‘com m ittin g  great 
bad n ess in  a c tin g  u n fa ith fu lly  a g a in s t  
God.’ (N ehem iah 13:23-27; Ezra 10:10-14; 
see The W atchtower, M arch 15, 1982 , 
page 31; Novem ber 15, 1986, pages 26-30 .)  
B lessin gs and the sa tisfaction  o f p leasin g  
Jehovah resu lt from  applying such  Scrip- 
tural counsel g iven  by lov ing  elders.

18 It is  also proper to  respect th e judicial 
decisions o f the elders. Paul told C h ristians  
in Corinth to  “quit m ixing  in  com pany w ith  
anyone called a brother th at is a forn icator  
or a greedy person or an idolater or a 
reviler or a drunkard or an extortioner, not 
even ea tin g  w ith  such a m an .” They were  
to ‘rem ove the wicked m an from  am ong  
th em selves.’ (1 C orinthians 5:9-13) B ut 
how would you act if  one o f your relatives  
w as disfellow shipped? W hile there m igh t  
be a need for lim ited  contact to  care for 
fam ily m atters, all sp iritual a ssocia tion  
w ith the disfellow shipped relative would  
have to be cut off. (See The Watchtower, 
April 15, 1988, pages 26-31 .) Surely, loyal- 
ty  to  God and his organization  should m ove 
us to respect the judicial decisions o f the  
overseers.

19 It is not easy to rem ain on the narrow  
road to life. To do so, we m ust follow  the  
direction g iven  in  God’s W ord and by those  
entrusted  w ith shepherding responsib ili- 
ties in  his organization. (M atthew  7:13, 14)

18. Considering what Paul wrote at 1 Corinthi- 
ans 5:9-13, how should we react if a family 
member is disfellowshipped?
19. What should we do if the elders show us that 
we are going the wrong way spiritually?

Do you cooperate with the elders 
by accepting assignments for 
meetings, by helping to clean the 
Kingdom Hall, by reporting your 
field service activity promptly, and 
in other ways?

(2 C orinth ians 3:5) S ince an elder has rea- 
son to be gratefu l for h is G od-given privi- 
leg es , other m em bers o f the congregation  
should appreciate th is  m in istry , or service.

15 Jehovah’s W itn esses  are gratefu l for 
th e  organ ization  th a t God has built up 
in  th ese  la st days, and th at appreciation  
m oves us to respect the elders. W e should  
be happy to  cooperate fu lly  w ith  the ar- 
ran gem en ts th ey  m ake for our benefit. 
Paul said: “Now  w e request you, brothers, 
to  have regard for those who are working  
hard am ong you and presid ing  over you in  
th e Lord and adm onish ing you; and to give  
th em  m ore th a n  ex traord in ary  con sid -  
eration  in  love because o f their work.” 
(1 T hessa lon ian s 5:12, 13) A pplying th is  
counsel brings joy and Jehovah’s b lessing.

Be Quick to Apply Counsel
16 Paul urged T itu s to ‘keep exhorting  

and reproving w ith  fu ll au thority .’ (T itus  
2:15) S im ilarly, God’s representatives to- 
day d irect us to  Bible principles and laws. 
There are sound reasons to accept the re- 
peated adm onition  to  apply th e counsel and 
direction  o f Jehovah’s organization  and the  
appointed elders.

17 To illustrate: The elders m ay urge a 
C hristian  to  follow  th e  B ible’s counsel to  
m arry “only in  th e Lord.” (1 Corinthians

15. What is the essence of Paul’s counsel at 
1 Thessalonians 5:12, 13?
16, 17. What counsel might elders give regard- 
ing marriage, and what would result from follow- 
ing it?
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gation  elders prove th a t Jehovah’s rich  
b lessin g  is upon h is earth ly  organization . 
Moreover, sk illfu l d irection  by the elders 
blends th eir  ab ilities and prom otes u n ity  
am ong us. It also resu lts  in  a concerted and  
successfu l effort to  advance K ingdom  in- 
terests. Indeed, one positive resu lt o f our 
appreciative response to th e oversight of 
those tak in g  the lead is  th a t God b lesses  
our preaching and discip le-m aking work. 
(M atthew  28:19, 20) Our cooperation w ith  
the elders is also preparing us for eternal 
life  in the new  system  of th in gs.

23 S ince we love Jehovah, obeying him  is  
not an unp leasant duty. The apostle John  
wrote: “This is w hat th e love o f God m eans, 
that we observe h is com m andm ents; and  
yet h is com m andm ents are not burden- 
som e.” (1 John 5:3) Loyal C hristians glad- 
ly obey Jehovah’s com m andm ents and are 
moved to cooperate w ith  th ose to whom  he  
has entru sted  congregation  oversight. How  
thankful we are to  be in  God’s organ ization  
and to have such “g ifts  in  m en ”! (Ephe- 
sian s 4:8) W ith  full confidence th at God is  
directing h is people, th en , let u s alw ays be 
obedient to  those privileged to take the lead  
am ong Jehovah’s W itn esses.

23. In the light of 1 John 5:3, what should we be 
moved to do?

What Are Your Comments?
□ Why be obedient to those taking 
the lead among us?
□ What attitude should we have 
regarding the service rendered by 
hardworking elders?
□ Why be quick to apply counsel 
given by the elders?
□ What benefits result from our 
appreciative response to loving 
oversight?

If w e were travelin g  from  one city  to an- 
other by autom obile and m ade a wrong  
turn, action  would be needed to  correct our 
course. O therw ise, w e would never reach  
our destination . S im ilarly, i f  the elders 
show us th at w e are go in g  th e w rong way  
spiritually, perhaps by courting an unbe- 
liever, we should quickly apply their Scrip- 
tural counsel. This would be one way to  
show th at w e really  do “tru st in  Jehovah.” 
— Proverbs 3:5, 6.

Respect Even in Small Things
20 W e need to show  resp ect for the direc- 

tion  o f the elders even  in  sm all m atters. So 
w e m ight ask ourselves: ‘Am  I cooperative  
if  the elders ask us to v is it  the sick or train  
new ones in  th e  field m in istry?  Do I readily  
accept a ssig n m en ts  for m eetin gs and pre- 
pare them  well? Am  I receptive w hen elders 
give d irection  on seat sav in g  at conven- 
tion s, our m anner of dress, and so forth?  
Do I cooperate w hen they  ask us to a ss is t  
in  cleaning th e K ingdom  Hall, report our 
field service prom ptly, or arrive at m eet- 
ings on tim e?’

21 C ongregation  overseers appreciate our 
cooperation, and it resu lts  in  m uch good. In 
fact, our being respectfu l and cooperative  
even in  sm all m atters m ay w ell call to  m ind  
J esu s’ words: “The person fa ith fu l in  what 
is least is  fa ith fu l also in  m uch.” (Luke 
16:10) Surely, w e w an t to be considered  
fa ithfu l.

Keep Responding to Loving Oversight
22 The benefits resu ltin g  from  the loving  

oversight o f the fa ith fu l slave and congre-

20. Asking ourselves what questions can help us 
to show respect for the direction of the elders 
even in small matters?
21. Our showing respect for the elders may call 
to mind what words of Jesus?
22. What are some benefits resulting from the 
loving oversight of the faithful slave and congre- 
gation elders?
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3, 4) For God’s friends and g u ests , it  is  not 
enough to  belong to a religion , d eligh t in  its  
ornate build ings, and share in  form al ob- 
servances. Not all who say “Lord, Lord” or 
declare th at th ey  know God w ill enjoy the  
b lessin gs o f h is  K ingdom . (M atth ew  7: 
21-23; T itus 1:16) Jehovah’s friends ‘walk  
fau ltlessly ’ in  h is s igh t and ‘practice righ- 
te o u sn e ss ’ accord in g  to  h is  sta n d a rd s. 
— Micah 6:8.

This rules out every form  of d ish on esty , 
sexual im m orality, and corruption. God 
him self te lls  us why, saying: “You m u st be 
holy, because I am ho ly .” (1 P eter 1:16) 
Does your religion adhere to God’s h igh  
standards, even  d isfe llow sh ip p in g  th ose  
who refuse to conform  to h is requirem ents?  
Do you in s is t  on righ teous conduct for 
yourself and your fam ily? If so, you w ill be 
m eetin g  the n ext requirem ent for God’s 
friends and gu ests.

“And speaking the truth in his heart”
If we w ant God’s friendship , w e cannot 

lie or resort to  sm ooth ta lk  w ith  a double

W ho cm  be 
God's friend?

Y OU can be God’s friend. Some 4,000  
years ago, th e  m an Abraham put 
fa ith  in  Jehovah God. This was 

counted  to h im  as r igh teou sn ess, and that 
p atriarch  cam e to  be called  “Jehovah’s 
fr ien d .” (Jam es 2:23) So if  you have faith  
in  Jehovah, you can also be God’s friend.

F rien ds are likely to  be invited  to a m eal 
as g u ests . In fact, part o f the well-know n  
23rd P salm  represents God as a gracious 
h ost. It says: “You [Jehovah] arrange be- 
fore m e a table in  front o f those show ing  
h o stility  to  m e. . . . M y cup is w ell filled.” 
— Psalm  23:5.

On another occasion, the sam e psalm- 
1s t — K ing David of ancient Israel— asked: 
“0  Jehovah, who w ill be a gu est in  your 
ten t?  W ho w ill reside in  your holy moun- 
ta in ? ” (P sa lm  15:1) F ig u r a tiv e ly , th is  
m eans having access to  Jehovah in  accept- 
able prayer and worship. W hat an awesome 
privilege! How can im perfect hum ans possi- 
bly qualify to  be God’s friends and guests?

The 15th Psalm  answ ers th is  question. 
It m en tion s ten  specific requirem ents for 
th o se  d esir in g  to  be G od’s friends and  
g u ests . L et u s consider th ese  requirem ents 
one by one, s ta r tin g  w ith  verse 2.

“He who is walking faultlessly 
and practicing righteousness”

A braham ’s offspring flourished greatly  
because Abraham  w as m orally fau ltless in  
w alking before Jehovah. (G enesis 17:1, 2) 
“W alk in g” som etim es m eans pursuing a 
certa in  course in  life. (P salm  1:1; 3 John
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“To his companion 
he has done nothing bad”

N otew orthy here are J e su s ’ words: “All 
th in gs, therefore, th a t you w an t m en to do 
to  you, you also m ust likew ise do to  th em .” 
(M atthew  7:12) To enjoy God’s favor, we 
m ust refrain from  doing w h at is bad. The 
psalm ist said: “0  you lovers o f Jehovah, 
hate w hat is bad. He is  guarding th e souls 
of h is loyal ones; out o f th e  hand of the  
wicked ones he delivers th em .” (Psalm  97: 
10) So if  we w an t God’s friendship  and 
help, w e m ust accept h is  standards.

S h u n n in g  w h a t is  bad in c lu d es  n o t  
w ronging anybody in  b u sin ess dealings or 
in  other w ays. In word and deed, w e m ust 
do noth ing to harm our com panion, but we  
should be doing good th in g s  for him . This 
can touch every aspect o f life . For in stan ce, 
w hen driving, w e m ay courteously  yield  the  
right-of-w ay to pedestrians. W e can help  
th e eld erly , en courage th e  d esp on d en t, 
com fort the grieving. In th is  regard, Jeho- 
vah se ts  the prime exam ple. A s Jesu s said, 
God “m akes h is sun rise  upon w icked people 
and good and m akes it  rain upon righ- 
teous people and u n righ teou s.” (M atthew  
5:43-48) Akin to doing good to others is 
com plying w ith  w h at th e psa lm ist n ext  
m entions.

“And no reproach 
has he taken up against 

his intimate acquaintance”
All o f us make m istakes, and how  grate- 

ful we are w hen friends choose to overlook  
th ese  m inor errors! W e would be d istressed  
if  an in tim ate friend revealed our m inor  
but em barrassing w eak n esses to  others. 
Some people do th is  to  d ivert a tten tio n  
from their own fau lts  or to  m ake them - 
selves appear superior to  others. B u t such  
acts do not befit th ose d esir in g  to be God’s 
friends.

“The one covering over tran sgression  is  
seek ing love, and he th a t keeps ta lk in g  
about a m atter is separating  th ose fam iliar

heart. (P salm  12:2) W e m ust ‘speak the  
tru th  in  our h ea rt,’ not ju st have it on our 
lip s. Yes, we have to be inw ardly honest 
and m ust g ive evidence o f “fa ith  w ithout 
hypocrisy .” (1 T im othy 1:5) Som e people lie  
or speak h a lf-tru th s to  save face. O thers 
cheat on school te s ts  or fa ls ify  tax  returns. 
Such actions betray a lack of love for what 
is  true. B u t tru th fu ln ess and upright acts  
com e from  th e very h earts o f God’s friends. 
(M atthew  15:18-20) They are not devious 
or d ecep tive .— Proverbs 3:32; 6:16-19.

The apostle Paul wrote: “Do not be ly ing  
to  one another. S trip  off th e  old personality  
w ith  its  practices, and clothe yourselves  
w ith  the new  p erson a lity .” (C olossians 3: 
9, 10) Yes, th ose who really  speak the tru th  
in their  heart clothe th em selves w ith  “the  
new p erson ality .” Are you com pletely hon- 
est w ith  you rself and others, speaking the  
tru th  in  your heart? If you are, th at should  
affect w hat you say  about others.

“He has not slandered 
with his tongue”

To m eet th is  req u irem en t for G od’s 
g u ests, we m ust never speak m aliciously  
about others. (P salm  15:3) The Hebrew  
verb rendered “slan d ered ” is  derived from  
the word for “fo o t” and m eans “to  foot i t ” 
and th u s “to go about.” The Israelites were 
com m anded: “You m u st n o t go around  
am ong your people for th e sake o f slander- 
ing. You m ust not stan d  up aga in st your 
fellow ’s blood. I am  Jeh ovah .” (L eviticus  
19:16; 1 T im othy 5:13) If w e slander som e- 
one, robbing him  of h is good nam e, we 
cannot be God’s friends.

David declared: “A nyone slandering h is 
com p an ion  in  se cr e c y , h im  I s i le n c e .” 
(P salm  101:5) W e too can silence slander- 
ers if  w e refuse to lis ten  to them . And a 
good rule is  to  say n o th in g  about a person  
behind h is back th a t w e would not be will- 
in g  to say to h is face. It is  fine if  we have 
our tongue under such control. Y et, how  
im portant it  is  to  control our actions too!
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Jehovah is the b eg in n in g  o f k n ow led ge.” 
W hat is  “the fear o f Jehovah”? It is  rever- 
entia l awe for God and a w holesom e dread  
of d isp leasing him . This resu lts  in  true  
knowledge, lifesav in g  d iscip line, and heav-  
enly w isdom  th at is a sure guide.

Those fear in g  Jehovah adhere to  h is  
righteous standards even if  th is  resu lts  in  
ridicule. For in stan ce, m any scoff w hen  
those fearing God work industriously , are 
honest on the job, or seek  to help  others  
spiritually. B ut how does a godly individual 
look upon such upright persons? ‘He honors 
those fearing Jehovah,’ holding them  in  
high esteem , even if  th is  m eans bearing  
reproach along w ith  them . Do you have  
such respect for those fearin g  God? C itin g  
another requirem ent for d iv in e favor, the  
psalm ist adds:

“He has sworn to what is bad for
himself, and yet he does not alter”
The principle here is  th a t of fu lfilling our 

prom ises, as God does. (1 K ings 8:56; 2 Co- 
rin th ians 1:20) Even if  w e la ter  find th a t  
doing w hat w e prom ised is  very difficult, we  
should not change our m ind and ren ege on  
our prom ise. Here th e  Greek Septuagint, 
Syriac Peshitta, and L atin  Vulgate te x ts  
say, “sw orn to h is neighbor.” I f w e sw ear to  
do som eth ing  or m ake a proper vow , we  
should live up to it. (E cclesiastes 5:4) Of
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w ith  one an oth er ,” says Proverbs 17:9. Of 
course, w e should not try  to conceal serious 
w rongdoing. (L eviticu s 5:1; Proverbs 28: 
13) B u t if  w e w an t to be God’s friends, we 
w ill not ‘take u p ,’ or receive as true, re- 
proachful stor ies about upright acquain- 
tan ces. (1 T im othy 5:19) Jehovah’s friends 
speak w ell o f God’s servan ts instead  of 
spreading ta les  about them , adding to what 
th ey  already bear from  evil reproaches by 
ungodly m en. God’s friends and gu ests also  
guard th eir  associa tion s, for David adds in  
verse  4:

“In his eyes anyone contemptible 
is certainly rejected”

S eek in g  se lfish  b en efits , som e people  
keep com pany w ith  rich or prom inent per- 
son s even  i f  th ey  are corrupt. (Compare 
Ju d e 16 .) B u t w e can n ot be Jehovah’s 
fr ien d s if  we associate  w ith  the wicked. W e 
should hate evil so m uch th a t w e do not 
w an t to have fellow ship  w ith  those who 
practice it. (R om ans 12:9) So bad was Isra- 
e l’s k in g  Jehoram  th at th e  prophet Elisha  
told him: “A s Jehovah o f arm ies before 
w hom  I do stan d  is  liv in g , if  it  w ere not that  
it  is  th e face o f Jehoshaphat the k ing of 
Judah for w hich I am  having  consideration , 
I would not look at you or see you .” (2 K ings  
3:14) To be God’s friends, we m ust heed  
P au l’s w arning: “Bad associa tion s spoil 
u sefu l h a b its .”— 1 C orinthians 15:33.

If w e value Jehovah’s friendship , then, 
w e w ill refuse to associate  w ith wrong- 
doers. W e w ill do only necessary  business  
w ith  them . Our friends w ill be chosen for 
th eir  good relation sh ip  w ith  God, not for 
th eir  stan d in g  in  th e world. W e will choose 
friends w ise ly  if  w e have a reverential fear 
of God. In th is  regard, note the seven th  
requirem ent to be m et by Jehovah’s gu ests.

“But those fearing Jehovah 
he honors”

To be God’s friends and gu ests, we m ust 
fear him . Says Proverbs 1:7: “The fear of
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righteous on es.” (Luke 14:12-14) A  person  
desiring to  be God’s friend  and g u est would  
never take undue advantage o f h is neigh -  
bor’s poverty and would com ply w ith  w hat 
the psa lm ist goes on to m en tion .

“And a bribe against the 
innocent one he has not taken”

A bribe has a corrupting influence. The 
Israelites were com m anded: “You m u st not 
. . . accept a bribe, for th e  bribe blinds the  
eyes of w ise ones and d istorts the words of 
righteous o n es .” (D euteronom y 16:19) It is  
especially evil to  take a bribe to  do injury to  
an “innocent on e,” perhaps by changing  
court testim ony. How despicable Judas Is- 
cariot w as in  accep ting  a bribe to betray  
innocent Jesu s!— M atthew  26:14-16.

W e m ay consider ourselves fau ltless in  
th is  regard. B u t have w e ever been tem pted  
to buy our w ay out o f an em barrassing  
situation? The prophet Sam uel never ac- 
cepted “hush m oney,” or a bribe. (1 Sam uel 
12:3, 4) All o f us m ust conduct ourselves in  
that way if  w e are to be God’s friends and 
gu ests.

“He that is doing these things 
will never be made to totter”

A fter its  ten fold  description  o f an up- 
righ t person, the 15th Psalm  concludes 
w ith the foregoing words. T hey m ay w ell 
make us analyze our relig ion . I f  it  is  the  
true faith , it  should teach  u s to (1) walk  
fa u lt le s s ly  and p ra ctice  r ig h te o u s n e s s ,
(2) speak th e tru th  even  in  th e  heart,
(3) avoid slan dering  others, and (4) refrain  
from doing an yth in g  bad. R eligion accept- 
able to God w ill (5 ) keep us from  tak in g  up 
reproaches aga in st upright acquaintances  
and will (6) m ake us avoid associa tion  w ith  
contem ptible persons. The tru e fa ith  w ill 
move us to (7) honor th ose  fearin g  Jehovah, 
(8) carry out w hat w e have prom ised to do 
i f  it  is  proper, (9) g ive  to  th e im poverished  
w ithout charging in terest, and (10) never  
take a bribe aga in st an in n ocen t person.

course, if  w e learn  th a t  so m eth in g  we  
prom ised is  unscrip tural, w e should not 
do it.

Joshua did not break a covenant w ith  the  
G ibeonites even  though he later learned  
that they had deceived him  in to  m aking it. 
(Joshua 9:16-19) So w e should be m en, 
wom en, and young persons who keep our 
word. L et us n o t m ake prom ises to  others  
and then  leave them  in  th e lurch w hen more 
appealing opportunities open up to us. Je- 
sus said: “J u st le t your word Yes m ean Yes, 
your No, N o .” (M atthew  5:37) Especially  
should th ose dedicated to  Jehovah be deter- 
m ined to live up to  th eir  prom ise to serve  
him  eternally  as h is W itn esses. B esides  
keeping prom ises, w e should be considerate  
in financial m atters, as David show s in  the  
15th Psalm , verse 5.

“His money he has not
given out on interest”

M oney len t for b u sin ess purposes can  
rightly  be repaid w ith  in terest. B ut here 
David m eant ‘g iv in g  out m oney’ to  th e des- 
titu te . The M osaic Law specified: “If you  
should lend m oney to  m y people, to  the  
afflicted alongside you, you m u st not be- 
com e like a usurer to  him . You m ust not lay  
in terest upon h im .” (E xodus 22:25; L eviti- 
cus 25:35, 36) W hen N ehem iah  found the  
poor su fferin g  as v ictim s o f usurers, he 
stopped such ex p lo ita tio n .— N ehem iah 5: 
1-13.

For “in te r e s t ,” D avid u sed  a H ebrew  
word derived from  another one sign ify in g  
“to b ite .” This su g g ests  th a t greedy usurers 
were devouring th e  poor and th e little  that  
they  had. Clearly, it  is  m uch b etter to help  
th e poverty-stricken  w ithout expecting  any  
return. J esu s m ade such a point by saying: 
“W hen you spread a d inner or even in g  
m e a l , . . .  in v ite  poor people, crippled, lam e, 
blind; and you w ill be happy, because they  
have n o th in g  w ith  w hich to  repay you. For 
you w ill be repaid in  th e resurrection  of the
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There is, of course, m ore to pure w orship  
than the ten  points m en tioned  in  th e  15th  
Psalm . J esu s’ follow ers la ter learned  other  
th in gs about w orshiping God “w ith  sp irit 
and tru th  So can you, for (John 4:23, 24) ״.
people who do th ese  th in g s e x is t  today. 
Regular association  w ith  th ese  W itn esse s  
of Jehovah and study of th e B ible w ill build  
up hope of life  in  an earthly paradise w here  
you can be God’s gu est and friend forever.

David does not say th a t anyone reading, 
hearing, speaking, or even believing these  
th in g s “w ill never be m ade to to tte r .” This 
w ill be the experience only of the individual 
“th a t is doing th ese  th in g s .” Faith w ithout 
w orks to back it up is  dead and does not 
resu lt in  d ivine approval. (Jam es 2:26) Do- 
ers o f th e good th in g s m entioned in the  
15th Psalm  w ill not to tter, for Jehovah will 
protect and uphold th em .— Psalm  55:22.

Insight on the News
Some of the youths respon- 
sible for the heinous crime were 
reported to be as young as 
14. Appalled by the attack, 
one Post writer admitted that 
the world has become an “un- 
disciplined, self-indulgent, drug- 
ridden, sex-obsessed, family- 
broken, violence-mad society” 
that is “out of control and the 
question is: why?”

Actually, this generation of un- 
matched violence is exactly 
what was foretold by the apostle 
Paul at 2 Timothy 3:1-5. Therein 
he explained that “the last days” 
would be marked by persons 
who are “selfish, greedy, boast- 
ful, and conceited.” What is 
more, “they will be insulting, dis- 
obedient to their parents, un- 
grateful, and irreligious; they will 
be unkind, merciless, slander- 
ers, violent, and fierce; they will 
hate the good; they will be 
treacherous, reckless, and swol- 
len with pride; they will love 
pleasure rather than God” (To- 
day’s English Version) Will this 
violent world remain “out of con- 
trol” indefinitely? No! Jesus said: 
“As these things start to occur, 
raise yourselves erect and lift 
your heads up, because your 
deliverance is getting near.” 
— Luke 21:28.

Globe and Mail, detective Brad- 
ley adds that over the past five 
years, reports of child-abuse rit- 
uals have come from “hundreds 
of kids, hundreds of social work- 
ers and teachers.”

Referring to “the last days” of 
the present wicked system of 
things, the apostle John wrote: 
“The Devil has come down to 
you, having great anger, know- 
ing he has a short period of 
time.” (2 Timothy 3:1; Revela- 
tion 12:12) The influence of Sa- 
tan, “the ruler of the authority 
of the air,” permeates even this 
world’s popular music. (Ephe- 
sians 2:2) That is why the 
apostle Paul admonished fellow 
Christians to “stand firm against 
the machinations of the Devil.” 
— Ephesians 6:11.

“Out of Control”
When a 28-year-0ld female 

jogger was beaten and raped in 
New York City’s Central Park, 
millions of people were shocked 
and dismayed. The reason? The 
savage and brutal attack was 
committed by a gang of teen- 
agers whose “obscene gloat- 
ing in the aftermath and their 
indifference to the suffering 
inflicted is truly horrifying,” 
reports the New York Post.

Satanic Influence
After doing research on the in- 

fluence of Satanism in rock and 
heavy metal rock music, Toronto 
newspaper columnist Tom Har- 
pur writes in The Sunday Star: “I 
must issue the strongest possi- 
ble warning about what is hap- 
pening. . . .  I have never seen 
anything so depraved. The songs 
are obsessed with madness, 
possession, demons, blood, 
curses, violence of every kind, 
including rape, self-mutilation, 
murder, and suicide. Death and 
destruction, prophecies of doom, 
the denial of all that is good and 
the embracing of all that is hid- 
eous and evil— these are the 
themes.”

Coinciding with the rise of sa- 
tanic music is an increase in sa- 
tanic cult activity in the United 
States and Canada. Reporting 
on a recent police seminar in 
Ontario, The Globe and Mail, a 
Canadian newspaper, says that 
satanic cults are “involved in an- 
imal sacrifices, graveyard dese- 
crations and the ritual abuse 
of children.” Detective James 
Bradley of Washington, D.C., 
linked hundreds of cases of 
child abuse to ritualistic crimes 
of Satanism. As quoted in The
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Q u e s tio n s  F rom  R e a d e r s
■ Scientists hold that some stars burn out or explode, so why does 
Isaiah 40:26 say that “not one of [the stars] is missing”?

stars or, theoretically, black holes.
While such explanations are 

widely accepted, the final word 
may not have been heard; more 
may be learned. Consider, for ex- 
ample, points made in The New 
York Times of January 24, 1989: 
“Scientists believe they are on the 
verge of major discoveries about 
the ‘dark ages’ of the universe, the 
critical period from three minutes 
after the explosive moment of 
creation until the appearance of 
enormous galaxies. . . . With so 
little direct evidence, the genesis 
of structure has scientists thor- 
oughly baffled. James S. Trefil, a 
physicist at George Mason Uni- 
versity in Fairfax, Va., has written: 
The problem with explaining the 
existence of galaxies has proved 
to be one of the thorniest in cos- 
mology. By all rights, they just 
shouldn’t be there, yet there they 
sit.’”

The article discussed what may 
have happened during “the first 
three minutes,” as explained by 
Dr. John Mather, astrophysicist. 
Yet, we read: “Dr. Mather, sens- 
ing an interviewer’s growing con- 
fusion, interrupted his recital of 
the generally accepted creation 
scenario to say, Of course, we’re 
making this all up,’ meaning that 
it is an elaboration of theories 
based on inferences.”

Yes, human scientists are very 
limited as to what they really 
know and can know. How differ- 
ent it is, though, with the Creator. 
His knowledge and dynamic ener- 
gy certainly merit our awe. The 
psalmist rightfully said: “He is 
counting the number of the stars; 
all of them he calls by their 
names. Our Lord is great and is 
abundant in power; his under- 
standing is beyond recounting. 
. . . Praise Jah, you people!” 
— Psalm 147:4,5,20.

of whom he calls even by name. 
Due to the abundance of dynamic 
energy, he also being vigorous in 
power, not one of them is miss- 
ing.’”—Isaiah 40:25, 26.

Scientists estimate that there 
are thousands of millions of stars 
in our Milky Way galaxy, and 
there are some one hundred 
thousand million galaxies. Yet, 
God knows each star by name, 
either an individual name or a 
namelike designation, perhaps in 
divine language. He is in com- 
mand of their situation. Like a 
general able to muster the troops, 
Jehovah could call the stars to 
muster. If he did so, none would 
be “missing.” Knowing the situa- 
tion of each star, even if some of 
them do come to a natural end, it 
is no surprise to the One who 
knows all that is occurring. 
—Compare Isaiah 34:16.

Astronomers and physicists 
think that stars burn out or ex- 
plode. In Red Giants and White 
Dwarfs, Robert Jastrow theorizes 
how this might happen: “Within 
the . . . star a series of nuclear 
reactions set in, in which all the 
other elements of the universe 
were manufactured out of the ba- 
sic ingredient, hydrogen. Eventu- 
ally these nuclear reactions died 
out, and the star’s life came to an 
end. Deprived of its resources of 
nuclear energy, it collapsed under 
its own weight, and in the after- 
math of the collapse an explosion 
occurred, spraying out to space 
all the materials that had been 
created within the star during its 
lifetime.”

Supposedly some stars, con- 
suming their hydrogen, change 
into red giants and then develop 
into white dwarfs or supernovas, 
some finally ending up as neutron

NASA photo

Jehovah is not here discussing 
whether he permits stars to dis- 
appear. He is emphasizing the 
extent of his wisdom and ability.

To King Hezekiah the prophet 
Isaiah relayed God’s warning that 
the Babylonians would take the 
Jews into captivity. (Isaiah 39: 
5-7) Would the Babylonians be 
able to keep God’s people indef- 
initely? No. Jehovah not only pur- 
posed to free them after 70 years 
but would do it. Nothing would 
hinder the One who can ‘measure 
the waters in his hand and take 
the proportions of the heavens 
with a mere span.’ He would not 
have to consult with anyone, for 
“the nations are as a drop from a 
bucket” to him. (Isaiah 40:12-17) 
To stress his astounding capaci- 
ty, Jehovah called attention to his 
ability manifest in creation, which 
Hezekiah had previously ac- 
knowledged. (Isaiah 37:16, 17) 
God declared:

“To whom can you people liken 
me so that I should be made his 
equal?’ says the Holy One. ‘Raise 
your eyes high up and see. Who 
has created these things? It is 
the One who is bringing forth the 
army of them even by number, all
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"There Was the God I 
Had Been Looking For"
Where? What was the person talking about?
The story goes back to when a gift was made of the book Life 

—How Did It Get Here? By Evolution or by Creation? The book 
was given to a retired archaeology lecturer living in Spain.
Later, when the person who had given the gift was visiting 
Spain, this retired lecturer observed: "By the way, Edwin, 
thank you for sending that book. I read it but then gave it 
away to a young Spanish lad.״

The young Spaniard was a drug user, with a beard and long 
hair. However, after the young man received the book, there was 
a remarkable transformation in the lad. He shaved off his beard, 
cut his hair, and stopped using drugs. Learning this, Edwin was 
eager to meet him.

When they met and the young lad learned where the 
book had come from, he embraced 
Edwin and said: "For five years I 
have been looking for God, and 
when I opened that book, there 
was the God I had been looking 
for.״ The lad had progressed to 
the point of sharing his newfound 
faith with others.


