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years, th is  em pire rep resen ted  th e  union  
of Church and S ta te , and during  th a t tim e  
the clergy enjoyed vary in g  degrees o f pow- 
er over secular au th orities.

B eg in n in g  in  th e  11th  cen tu ry , th e  pa- 
pacy took over th e  role o f leader in  Europe. 
In th is regard, The Colum bia H istory o f the 
W orld, ed ited  by John  G arraty and Pe- 
ter  Gay, says: “The church w as Europe’s 
grea test govern m en t.” T h is book also ob- 
serves th a t th e church w as able to  “w ield  
more political pow er th an  an y  other W est-  
era  govern m en t.” W hat w as th e situ a tion  
of the people under clergy  rule?

No one w as free to  w orship  as he pleased  
or to express op in ion s con flic tin g  w ith  
those of the clergy. T his clerical intoler- 
ance created a clim ate o f fear throughout 
Europe. The church estab lish ed  th e Inqui- 
sition  to root out ind ividuals who dared to  
hold d ifferent view s. Considered heretics, 
they were brought before in q u isitors, who 
tortured them  for con fession s. O ften, those  
found gu ilty  were burned at th e  stake.

R egarding clergy rule in  Spain, The Co- 
lum bia H istory o f the W orld sta tes: “W ars 
and th e crusading ideology had welded  
together an orthodox and snobbish  aris- 
tocracy and clergy w hich held all th e  rein s  
of power in  the sta te . In tellec tu a l life  had  
been crippled by cen sorsh ip  and th e  In- 
quisition , w hich had been used a ga in st  
anyone p ro testin g  a g a in st e ith er  official 
theology or sta te  po licy .”

In h is book The A ge o f F aith , W ill Du- 
rant said: “M aking every  allow ance re- 
quired o f an h istorian  and perm itted  to  a 
C hristian, w e m u st rank th e Inqu isition , 
along w ith  th e  w ars and p ersecu tion s of 
our tim e, as am ong th e darkest b lots on  
the record o f m ankind, revea lin g  a feroci- 
ty  unknow n in  any b e a s t .” In th e  M iddle 
A ges, clergy rule m ean t th e  d estru ction  o f  
personal liberties.

Did th e P ro testa n t reform er Joh n  Cal- 
vin  differ from  th e C atholic clergy? W ell,

Clergy 
Rule
~lslTthe
Answer?

PEOPLE th e world over are tired of 
in ju stice , oppression , and political 
corruption. T hey w an t som eth in g  

better, as is ev id en t from  th eir  efforts to  
change political leaders. B u t new  leaders 
seldom  if  ever bring th e  people conten t-  
m ent.

Som e th in k  th a t c lergy  rule would re- 
su it in b etter  governm ent. They believe  
that clergym en would bring godly qual- 
itie s  in to  govern m en ta l affairs. It w as 
probably w ith  th is  in  m ind th at cleric 
M arion (P a t) R obertson, a U .S . presiden- 
tia l hopeful in  1988, prayed th a t “godly  
people” w ould w in  p o litica l office. B u t  
would th is  really  answ er th e  need for bet- 
ter  rulers?

When the Clergy Ruled Europe
D uring th e M iddle A ges, th e clergy had 

trem endous secu lar power. W hy, popes 
w ere able to  crow n and dethrone kings! 
In 800 C.E ., Pope Leo III crow ned the  
Frankish  k in g  C harlem agne as em peror o f  
th e H oly Rom an Em pire. For a thousand
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w hipping post “an ind isp en sab le aid for  
im plantin g  and m ain ta in in g  th e  C h ristian  
virtues, as w ell as for th e  p u n ish m en t of 
secular o ffen ses .”

H istory books thus enable us to exam ine  
the record of clergy rule over th e  cen tu ries. 
W hat does th a t record reveal? Shocking
Courtesy of the Trustees of the British Museum

P ro testan t Calvin sh o w ed  th e  sa m e  
in to lerance a s  th e  C atholic c lergy

disregard for th e happiness, w ell-being , 
and liberties o f the com m on people. Indeed, 
clergy rule has been unendurable despo- 
tism . A s D aniel Defoe w rote in  h is  work  
The True-Born Englishm an: “And of all 
plagues w ith  w hich m ankind are curst, 
ecclesiastic tyran n y’s the w o rst.” 

O bviously, th en , c lergy  rule is  n ot the  
answ er to m an ’s need  for b etter  govern- 
m ent. So, to  w hom  can w e turn? The 
answ er is w ith in  th e  reach o f  everyone, as  
we shall see.

con sid er  w h at happened w hen M ichael 
S erv etu s  fled from  p ersecu tion  by the  
S p an ish  clergy and w as apprehended in  
G eneva, Sw itzerland. There, C alvin had  
se t  up a com m unity  over w hich he and h is  
m in ister s  ruled w ith  absolute power. Be- 
cau se S ervetu s denied  th e T rin ity , Calvin  
achieved  w h at had eluded th e Inquisition . 
S ervetu s w as condem ned to  death  for her- 
e sy  and w as burned a t th e  stake. Calvin  
th u s show ed th e sam e in tolerance as the  
C atholic clergy.

D id clergy  dom in ation  of secular gov- 
ern m en ts  m ean peace for th e people of 
Europe? No, indeed. Instead  o f enjoying  
peace, th ey  had to endure years o f clergy- 
in sp ired  w arfare. Pope U rban II launched  
th e  F irst Crusade and th u s began  a series  
o f w ars th a t lasted  for 200  years. More- 
over, c lergy-fom en ted  w ars aga in st people 
considered  to be h eretics resu lted  in  the  
death  o f th ou san d s o f m en , wom en, and  
children.

Did clergy  rule e lim in ate  corruption?  
N ot in  th e  lea st. The book A H istory of the 
M odern W orld, by R. R. Palm er and Joel 
C olton, sta tes: “In creasin g ly  th e life  of the  
church w as corrupted by m oney. No one 
believed  in  bribery; but everyone knew  
th a t  m any h igh  churchm en (like m any  
h igh  civ il officials o f th e  day) could be 
b rib ed .” C orruption am ong th e clergy was 
a com m on com plaint.

D id clergy  rule resu lt in  com passion for 
th e  com m on people? B y no m eans. For 
in sta n ce , consid er w h at happened w hen  
C ardinal R ichelieu  o f France gained con- 
trol o f govern m en ta l affairs during the  
reign  o f Louis XIII. The book The H isto- 
ry o f the N ations, ed ited  by H enry Cabot 
Lodge, says th a t R ichelieu ’s “policy was 
based on th e  ru in  o f th e French lib erties .”

In M exico during th e  17th century, In- 
dian tow n s w ere o ften  ruled by the clergy. 
A ccording to th e book M any M exicos, by 
L esley  S im pson , th e clergy  considered the
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m an k ing, Jehovah told h is prophet Sam u- 
el: “It is  not you whom  th ey  have rejected, 
but it  is  I whom  th ey  have rejected from  
being k ing  over th em .”— 1 Sam uel 8:7.

God’s rulership over th e Israelites was 
b en evolen t. T hrough h is  rep resen ta tiv e  
M oses, Jehovah gave them  a code o f law s 
th at showed lov ing  consid eration  for their  
welfare. It protected them  from  m any dis- 
eases and prom oted consideration  for the  
elderly, the w idow s, and th e orphans. The 
Law required respect for th e property of 
others and h onesty  in  b u sin ess dealings. It 
condem ned partia lity , fa lse  testim on y , and  
bribery. God’s rule w as tru ly  ju st and righ- 
teous.

Jehovah prom ised to rule not ju st Israel 
but all m ankind. He w ould take away from  
sin fu l m en th e power to rule over other  
hum ans and g ive it  to  h is  on ly-b egotten  
Son. F oretelling th is , God said  in  E zek iel’s 
prophecy: “It w ill certa in ly  becom e no on e’s 
until he com es who has th e legal r igh t, and  
I m ust g ive it  to  h im .”— E zekiel 21:27.

It w as to  Jesu s C hrist th a t God gave th e  
legal r igh t to  rule m ankind as a represen- 
ta tive  o f Jehovah’s sovereign ty . B ecause  
God’s K ingdom  through C hrist is  th e best  
way to rule all m ankind, J esu s tau gh t h is  
listen ers to pray for it. “You m u st pray, 
then, th is  w ay ,” said  Christ: “Our Father  
in th e heavens, le t your nam e be sanctified . 
Let your k ingdom  com e. L et your w ill 
take place, as in  heaven, also upon earth .” 
— M atthew  6:9, 10.

B y th e  w ay J esu s treated  people, he  
showed w hat kind o f ruler he would be. 
C hrist certain ly  had com passion, for “on  
seein g  th e  crowds he fe lt  p ity  for them , 
because th ey  were sk inned  and throw n  
about lik e  sh eep  w ith o u t a sh ep h erd .” 
(M atthew  9:36) J esu s show ed th e depth of 
his love for h is follow ers w hen he said: 
“I am  g iv in g  you a new  com m andm ent, 
that you love one another; ju st as I have

THE history  o f govern m en ts m akes it 
evid en t th a t im perfect hum ans can- 
not properly exercise  power over oth- 

er people. A s Lord A cton o f E ngland said: 
“Power ten d s to corrupt and absolute pow- 
er corrupts ab solu tely .” T hus, as the Bible 
says: “M an has dom inated m an to h is inju- 
r y .”— E cclesiastes 8:9.

O riginally, Jehovah God gave m an do- 
m inion over th e an im als but not over other  
hum ans. God told h is first created Son in  
the heavens: “L et u s m ake m an in  our 
im age, according to  our lik en ess, and let  
them  have in  subjection  th e  fish of the  
sea and th e fly in g  creatures o f the heavens  
and th e dom estic an im als and all the earth  
and every m oving anim al th a t is  m oving  
upon the earth .” (G en esis 1:26) M an’s Cre- 
ator w as h is Ruler. How, then , did that  
change?

W hen m an rebelled in  th e  garden of  
Eden, he rejected God as h is Ruler and has 
continu ed  to  do so sin ce then . (G enesis, 
chapter 3) T his w as ev id en t in  ancient  
Israel, a n ation  th a t God had chosen as h is  
own. W hen th e  Israelites dem anded a hu-
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princes, they  w ill rule  
as princes for ju stice  
its e lf .” (Isa iah  32:1) 
Such rep resen ta tives  
o f  G o d ’s r u le r s h ip  
w ill also serve d iv in e  
in terests  in  th e n ew  
w orld.— Psalm  45:16.

A Great Change 
At Hand!

B efore God’s K ing- 
dom tak es over un- 
c o n t e s t e d  r u le  o f  
m a n k in d , a g r e a t  
c h a n g e  m u s t  ta k e  
p lace . T h is  c h a n g e  
w ill bring an end to  
n a t io n a l  d iv is io n s .  
Instead  o f m any con- 
flic tin g  hum an gov- 

ernm ents, there w ill be one righ teous heav- 
enly governm ent u n itin g  m ankind as one  
people liv in g  in  peace. F oretellin g  th is , the  
prophet D aniel wrote: “In th e days o f those  
kings th e God of heaven w ill se t up a 
kingdom  th at w ill never be brought to  ruin . 
And the kingdom  itse lf  w ill not be passed  
on to any other people. It w ill crush and put 
an end to all th ese k ingdom s [hum an gov- 
ernm ents], and it  itse lf  w ill stan d  to  tim es  
indefin ite .”— D aniel 2:44.

God’s rule is  th e only answ er to th e  
governm ental problem s facin g  m ankind to- 
day. The situ ation  in  w hich hum ans now  
find th em selves threatens their  very ex is-  
tence! And there is  no hum an so lu tion  that  
can work. It would be w ise , therefore, to  
pay a tten tion  to th e B ib le’s solu tion  and  
look forward w ith  confidence to  the tim e  
not far off w hen  r igh thearted  hum ans will 
rejoice under th e  unchallenged and blessed  
rule by God.

loved you, th a t you  
also  love one anoth- 
e r .” (John 13:34) He 
loved people enough  
to  g ive  h is life  as a 
ransom . T hat sacri- 
fice m akes it  possib le  
for th ose accep ting  it  
to  be liberated  from  
s in ,  s ic k n e s s ,  a n d  
even  d ea th .— 1 John  
2:1, 2; R evelation  21:
1-4.

F o r e t e l l in g  h o w  
G od’s ru le  th ro u g h  
J e su s  C h rist w ou ld  
be j u s t ,  r ig h te o u s ,  
a n d  p e a c e fu l ,  th e  
p rop h et Isa ia h  w a s  
in s p ir e d  to  w r ite :
“T h ere  h a s  b een  a 
child born to  us, there has been a son given  
to  us; and th e  princely rule w ill come to be 
upon h is  shoulder. And h is  nam e will be 
called  W onderful Counselor, M ighty God, 
E ternal Father, Prince o f Peace. To the  
abundance o f th e  princely rule and to peace 
there w ill be no end, upon th e throne of 
D avid and upon h is kingdom  in  order to  
esta b lish  it  firm ly and to su sta in  it by 
m ean s o f ju stice  and by m eans of righ- 
teo u sn ess , from  now  on and to tim e indef- 
in ite . The very zeal o f Jehovah o f arm ies 
w ill do th is .”— Isaiah 9:6, 7.

E arth ly  rep resen ta tives o f God’s rule 
w ill be like m en who now  reflect J esu s’ 
lov in g  qualities as overseers in  the true  
C hristian  congregation . U nlike the tyran- 
nical clergy, th ese  m en show loving con- 
cern for th e flock, as did Jesus Christ. 
R egarding such godly m en, th e prophet 
Isa iah  wrote: “Look! A  k ing  w ill reign  
for righ teou sn ess itse lf; and as respects
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״Full of blasphemous names״
sion , wrote: “The coven an t is  one o f th e  
great creative docum ents o f hum an h isto -  
r y . . . .  It m ust succeed, because there is no 
other w ay for th e fu tu re o f  c iv iliz a t io n .. . .  
One by one the peoples s t ill  ou tsid e  the  
covenant w ill fall in  behind  th is  banner  
under w hich th e hum an race is  go in g  to  
m arch forward to  trium phs o f peaceful or- 
gan ization  and ach ievem en t.”

All such exp ectation s w ere proved fa lse  
w hen W orld W ar II erupted  in  1939. The 
League failed. It w as m erely  a hum an or- 
gan ization  m ade up o f im perfect m en. So  
is its  successor, th e U n ited  N ations. Yet, 
on th e day the U N  C harter w as sign ed , an  
editorial in  The New York Tim es labeled it 
“the tree o f peace” and said , “A great hope  
is born . . . G reat th in g s  m ay com e.” Sim - 
ilarly, church leaders have labeled th e  U N  
“the sole hope” for peace and “th e  la st  
hope.”

A s c r ib in g  to  h u m a n  o r g a n iz a t io n s  
th in g s  th a t G od’s K ingd om  
alone w ill accom plish is  b ias- 
p h em ou s. T h u s, th e  B i-  
ble foretells th a t a fter a 
s h o r t  e x is t e n c e ,  th e  
U n ited  N ations w ill go  
“off in to  d estru ction .”
O n ly  G o d ’s p e r f e c t  
h ea v en ly  g o v ern m en t  
can bring la stin g  peace  
to  m a n k in d .— Re vela -  
tion  17:11 ,12; Isaiah 9:
6, 7; D aniel 2:44.

T, HE B ib le  book o f  R ev e la tio n  de- 
scribes a v isio n  o f “a scarlet-colored  
wild b east th a t w as fu ll o f blasphe- 

m ous n am es.” It e x is ts  for a w hile, th en  
goes in to  an abyss from  w hich it  later  
arises. (R evelation  17:3, 8 ) Frequently, the  
pages o f th is  m agazine have identified  th is  
scarlet-colored b east w ith , in itia lly , th e  
League o f N ation s and, subsequently , its  
successor, th e U n ited  N ation s. B u t w hy is  
the scarlet-colored b ea st sa id  to be “full o f 
blasphem ous n a m es”?

The first draft o f th e C ovenant o f the  
League o f N ation s, based on jo in t B ritish  
and A m erican proposals, w as m ade public 
on February 14, 1919. The n ex t day, in  an  
editorial en titled  “The L eague o f P eace,” 
The Tim es o f London said: “It is  a cause o f  
leg itim a te  pride to  recogn ize in  the Cove- 
n ant so m uch o f th e  work o f E nglishm en.
. . . W e venture to  say  th a t it  is  the  
m ost im portant in tern a tio n a l docum ent 
ever pub lished .” G eorge Thayer, a m in ister  
of th e F irst C ongregational Church o f Cin- 
c in n ati in  th e U n ited  S ta te s , described it  
as “th e m ost sublim e declaration  o f the w ill 
and desire o f th e en ligh ten ed  people o f the  
earth  w hich has ever been put upon pa- 
p er.” P raise also cam e from  th e foreign- 
language p ress. “It is  n o t a B ib le ,” sta ted  
th e  F rench  n ew sp ap er L ’Homme Libre, 
“but it  is  capable o f b ein g  m ore than  that, 
sin ce n eith er  th e  B ible, nor any E van gelist  
ever prevented  m en from  k illin g  one an- 
other. Idealism  d escen d s to  rea lity .” The 
French new spaper Victoire described it  as 
“th e g rea te st  co llective effort ever m ade 
sin ce  th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  world for se t-  
t in g  up reason  and ju stice  on th e  earth .”

A fter  th e estab lish m en t o f th e League of 
N ation s, G eneral Jan  S m u ts, one o f the  
rep resen tatives o f B r ita in  on th a t com m is-
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Jesus’SSSS

The Disciples Argue 
as Jesus’ Death Nears

James and John. Jesus has called 
these men “Sons of Thunder,” no doubt 
because of their fiery dispositions. For 
some time these two have harbored 
the ambition to be prominent in Christ’s 
Kingdom, and they have made their de- 
sires known to their mother. She now 
approaches Jesus in their behalf, bows 
before him, and requests a favor.

“What do you want?” Jesus asks.
“Give the word that these my two 

sons may sit down, one at your right 
hand and one at your left, in your king- 
dom.”

Realizing the source of the request, 
Jesus says to James and John: “You 
men do not know what you are asking 
for. Can you drink the cup that I am 
about to drink?”

“We can,” they answer. Even though 
Jesus has just told them that he faces 
terrible persecution and finally execu- 
tion, they apparently do not compre- 
hend that this is what he means by “the 
cup” he is about to drink.

Nevertheless, Jesus tells them: “You 
will indeed drink my cup, but this sitting 
down at my right hand and at my left is 
not mine to give, but it belongs to those 
for whom it has been prepared by my 
Father.”

In time the other ten apostles learn 
what James and John have requested, 
and they are angry. Perhaps James and 
John were prominent in the earlier argu- 
ment among the apostles about who is 
the greatest. Their present request re- 
veals that they have not applied the

v *

j
IESUS and his disciples are near 

the Jordan River, where they cross 
from the district of Perea into Ju- 

dea. Many others are traveling with 
them to the Passover of 33 C.E., which 
is only a week or so away.

Jesus is walking on ahead of the dis- 
ciples, and they are amazed at his bold 
determination. Recall that a few weeks 
earlier when Lazarus died and Jesus 
was about to go from Perea into Judea, 
Thomas encouraged the others: “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.” Re- 
call also that after Jesus resurrected 
Lazarus, the Sanhedrin laid plans to kill 
him. No wonder that fear grips the dis- 
ciples as they now enter Judea again.

To prepare them for what lies ahead, 
Jesus takes the 12 off privately and 
tells them: “Here we are, advancing up 
to Jerusalem, and the Son of man will 
be delivered to the chief priests and the 
scribes, and they will condemn him to 
death and will deliver him to men of the 
nations, and they will make fun of him 
and will spit upon him and scourge him 
and kill him, but three days later he will 
rise.”

This is the third time in recent months 
that Jesus has told his disciples about 
his death and resurrection. And al- 
though they listen to him, they fail to 
comprehend. Perhaps it is because 
they believe in the restoration on earth 
of the kingdom of Israel, and they are 
looking forward to enjoying glory and 
honor in an earthly kingdom with Christ.

Among the Passover-bound travelers 
is Salome, the mother of the apostles
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Jesus has given on this matter. Sadly, their desire for 
inence is still strong.

So to deal with this latest controversy and the ill will it has 
created, Jesus calls the 12 together. Counseling them lovingly, 
he says: “You know that the rulers of the nations lord it over 

them and the great men wield authority over them. This is 
not the way among you; but whoever wants to become 

great among you must be your minister, and whoever 
wants to be first among you must be your slave.” 

Jesus has set the example they should imitate, as 
he explains: “Just as the Son of man came, not to be 
ministered to, but to minister and to give his soul a 
ransom in exchange for many.” Jesus not only has 
ministered in behalf of others but will do so to the 
extent of dying for mankind! The disciples need 
that same Christlike disposition of desiring to 
serve rather than to be served and to be a lesser 
one rather than to be in a position of promi- 
nence. M atthew 2 0 :1 7 -2 8 ; Mark 3 :1 7 ; 9 :3 3 -3 7 ;  
1 0 :32 -4 5 ; Luke 1 8 :31 -34 ; John 11:16 .

♦ Why does fear now grip the disciples?
♦ How does Jesus prepare his disciples for what lies 
ahead?
♦ What request is made of Jesus, and how are the other 
apostles affected?
♦ How does Jesus deal with the problem among his apos-



Kingdom Proclaimers Report
The Desirable Things Come In’

that of being too zealous. I was 
baptized just recently along 
with one of my sons. My hus- 
band is also studying the Bible 
and showing interest in the 
Kingdom message.”

As Jehovah rocks the nations 
by having his judgments de- 
dared on earth, many righ- 
teously inclined people are 
abandoning dishonest practices 
in order to follow Bible princi- 
pies. Before learning the truth, 
one Italian man went deeply in 
debt, figuring he could repay his 
debt with money from his reg- 
ular salary and the dishonest 
“tips” he was receiving. Gain- 
ing a knowledge of the truth, 
he made a difficult decision and 
quit accepting dishonest “tips.” 
He and his wife were baptized 
and right away began serving 
in the full-time ministry. In the 
hospital where he works, he of- 
ten has to undress corpses, and 
he has frequently found large 
sums of money on them. For 
example, once he found 150,- 
000 lire (about $115), and an- 
other time 600,000 lire (about 
$460). Being honest, he re- 
turned the money, and this gave 
him opportunity to speak to the 
hospital management and doc- 
tors about the truth. The hospi- 
tal management sent him letters 
of commendation for his honest 
and responsible conduct.

These experiences from Italy 
are but a sample of how “the 
desirable things” are abandon- 
ing this wicked, violent system 
and coming to Jehovah’s clean, 
peaceful organization before he 
finally rocks Satan’s political 
system into destruction at Ar- 
mageddon.

nesses called on me, I invited 
them in. I wanted to tell them 
not to visit my mother-in-law 
again, as she was feeling dis- 
oriented. ‘Instead of visiting el- 
derly people,’ I told them, ‘talk to 
people like me.’ From then on 
they regularly came to my 
home, but each time they 
touched on a doctrinal point, I 
would ask them to defer the 
conversation until later so I 
could research the matter.

“I spoke to several priests and 
noticed that they had no Bible 
answer. One of them, a mission- 
ary, told me it wasn’t really so 
important to attend Mass. ‘After 
all,’ he said, ‘in countries like 
Brazil, for example, people do 
other things instead of going to 
Mass. The important thing is to 
serve God as best one can.’ 
These words gave me the 
strength to sever my ties with 
the Catholic Church. Another 
priest told my husband, who 
was also a Catholic, that if I 
wanted to become one of Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses, he should let 
me do so because Jehovah’s 
Witnesses have only one fault,

THE prophet Haggai penned 
these words in 520 B.C.E.: 
‘“And I will rock all the nations, 
and the desirable things of all 
the nations must come in; and 
I will fill this house with glory,’ 
Jehovah of armies has said.” 
(Haggai 2:7) “The desirable 
things” of all the nations that fill 
Jehovah’s house with glory are 
his God-fearing worshipers. 
Such honesthearted ones are 
responding to the good news 
in Italy, so that there are now 
166,000 Witnesses teaching 
the people the Bible in that na- 
tion. The Catholic clergy in Italy 
consider our exceptional growth 
an “increasingly alarming phe- 
nomenon” that “worries and dis- 
mays” them. Let one truth seek- 
er there relate what happened 
to her.

“ I was a catechist for ten 
years, and I was convinced that 
this was the way to express my 
love for God and neighbor. Even 
though I had a friend who was 
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, I 
never took the time to listen to 
the Bible’s message. Some time 
ago, however, when the Wit­
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_____ O rganizing Now_____
for the Thousand Years to Come

"They . . . w ill rule a s kings with him for the thousand years."—  20:6 .

tru th .” (John 1:14) So in  J esu s C hrist, the  
people o f Israel th en  saw  w h at a perfect 
hum an creature is  like. (Luke 3:23, 38)  
Yes, 19 centu ries ago som e people saw  
w hat perfected  hum ankind w ill be like in  
the com ing earth ly  Paradise.

3 The len gth  o f Jeh ovah ’s K ingdom  rule 
by J esu s C hrist and h is  144,000 glorified  
discip les w as foretold to  be a thousand  
years. R egard in g  th a t  T h ou san d  Y ear  
R eign, th e aged apostle John  wrote: “I saw  
thrones, and there w ere th ose  who sa t  
down on them , and pow er o f judging  w as  
given  them . Y es, I saw  th e  sou ls o f those  
executed w ith  th e ax for th e w itn ess  they  
bore to J esu s and for speak ing  about God, 
and those who had w orshiped n eith er  the  
wild beast nor its  im age and who had not 
received th e mark upon th e ir  forehead and  
upon th eir  hand. A nd th ey  cam e to  life  
and ruled as k in gs w ith  th e  C hrist for a 
thousand years. (The rest o f th e dead did  
not com e to  life  u n til th e  th ou san d  years  
were ended.) T h is is  th e  first resurrection . 
Happy and holy is  anyone h av in g  part in  
the first resurrection; over th ese  th e  sec- 
ond death  has no authority , but th ey  w ill 
be p riests o f God and o f th e  C hrist, and  
w ill rule as k in gs w ith  h im  for th e  thou- 
sand years.”— R evelation  20:4-6.

4 S ince a thousand  years is  a m illen -  
nium , th a t period is  called C h rist’s M illen- 
nial R eign. Those who accept and teach

3, 4. (a) How long will Jehovah’s reign by Jesus 
Christ and the 144,000 actually be? (b) What 
expression is used for that time period, and how 
was that reflected in the titles of certain Watch 
Tower publications?

WHAT! Do w e m ean  th a t m ore 
th a n  a th o u sa n d  y ea rs  from  
now , m ankind  w ill s till be here 

on earth? W e m ean ex a ctly  that! A nd  
w hat is m ore, all m ankind  w ill th en  be 
perfect in  body, heart, and m ind— like the  
first m an and w om an at th e  start o f hu- 
m an ex isten ce  on th is  globe. Y es, a thou- 
sand years from  now, hum ans w ill be in  
the im age and lik en ess  of th eir  God and  
R estorer. (G en esis 1:26-30) They w ill be 
en joyin g  life  to  th e  fu ll in  a “garden  
of E d en ,” a paradise o f p leasure, on a 
c lea n sed  ea rth  th a t  w ill n o t be over- 
crowded w ith  hum an in h ab itan ts. (G en- 
es is  2:15) A ll o f th is  w ill be in fulfill- 
m ent o f the C reator’s orig inal purpose 
toward th e earth  and th ose  who were to  
reside upon it. T his beautifu l accom plish- 
m ent w ill v ind icate h im  as b ein g  fa ith fu l 
to  h is lov in g  prom ise to  b less all m ankind  
despite all opposition .

2 T h at b le sse d  a c c o m p lish m e n t  w ill  
crown th e  T housand Y ear R eign  o f God 
by m eans o f h is  glorified Son, who sp en t  
33 1/2 years on earth  as a perfect m an  
more th an  19 cen tu ries ago. A s to  th e kind  
of appearance he p resen ted  a t th a t tim e, 
we read: “The W ord becam e flesh and  
resided am ong us, and w e had a v iew  of 
his glory, a glory such as belongs to an  
o n ly -b eg o tten  son  from  a fa th er; and  
he w as fu ll o f undeserved  k in d n ess and

1. What will be the state of affairs on the earth 
more than a thousand years from now?
2. How did people of some 19 centuries ago get 
a view of what perfected mankind will be like?
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tion  20:1-3, Catholic Douay V ersion) I f  
th at were true, i t  would m ean th a t th e  
“little  t im e ” has already con tin u ed  for 190 
years, w ith  no end in  s igh t.

7 A ccording to  the Scrip tures, how ever, 
the true M illenn ial R eign o f J esu s C hrist 
is s till fu ture. P resen t-d ay  fu lfillm en t of 
Bible prophecy show s th a t it  is  very  close  
at hand. D u ring  th e  tru e M illenn ium , 
Satan and h is dem ons w ill actu ally  be 
abyssed, and J esu s C hrist and h is  144,000  
joint heirs w ill re ign  over all m ankind  
w ithout in terference from  th e D ev il’s or- 
ganization . The everlastin g  b less in g  o f all 
redeem ed m ankind, in  fu lfillm ent o f Jeho- 
vah’s covenant w ith  h is “fr ien d ” Abra- 
ham , w ill b egin  w ith  th e  “g rea t crow d,” 
who w ill survive th e unparalleled  “tribu la-  
tio n ” w ith  w hich th is  w icked sy stem  ends. 
It w ill ex ten d  to  th e b illion s o f  hum an  
dead ra n so m ed  b y  “th e  b lood  o f  th e  
Lam b,” J esu s C hrist. (Jam es 2:21-23; R ev- 
ela tion  7:1-17; G en esis 12:3; 22:15-18;  
M atthew  24:21, 22) To th is  end, th ese  w ill 
be resu rrected  from  th e ir  d ea th  s leep  
in  th e m em orial tom bs to  life  on earth . 
— John 5:28, 29.

A Christian Organization
8 In the outw orking o f th e  d iv in e pur- 

pose, a new  organ ization  h as preceded  
those b lessin g s by cen tu ries. R egard ing  
th at organization , w e read: “If an yone is  
in  union  w ith  C hrist, he is  a n ew  ere- 
ation .” “N eith er  is c ircum cision  an yth in g  
nor is  uncircum cision , but a new  creation  
[a  new  creature, K ing Ja m e s  ] is
so m eth in g .” (2 C orinth ians 5:17; G ala- 
tia n s 6:15) Back in  1904, th e  book The 
New Creation  called a tten tio n  to  th is  new  
organization  th a t cam e in to  ex isten ce  in

7. What does the Bible indicate about the time 
and nature of Jesus Christ’s Millennial Reign?
8. What organization did the book The New 
Creation describe, but what organizational work 
did it not envision?

th is  B ible doctrine are som etim es called  
m illen arian s or ch ilia sts , according to the  
G reek word for “th o u sa n d .” In terestin g ly , 
th e  vo lum es o f Stu d ies in the Scriptures 
(once published by th e  W atch  Tower Bible 
and T ract S ociety ) w ere orig inally  called  
M illenn ial Dawn. A nd th e  songbook once 
used  by th e In tern ation a l B ible S tudents  
w a s e n t it le d  H ym ns o f the M illen n ial 
Dawn.

5 The exp ression  “a thousand y ea rs” at 
R evelation  20:4 is  n ot sym bolic but refers 
to  a thousand  solar years. D uring that 
M illenn ium , S atan  th e  D evil and his de- 
m on hordes w ill be in  th e  abyss, for just 
before te llin g  about C h rist’s Thousand  
Y ear R eign , th e apostle John said: “I saw  
an  an gel com ing dow n out of heaven w ith  
th e  key  of th e abyss and a great chain in  
h is  hand. A nd he seized  th e  dragon, the  
orig in al serp en t, who is  th e Devil and  
S atan , and bound him  for a thousand  
years. A nd he hurled h im  in to  th e abyss 
and sh u t it  and sealed  it  over him , th at he  
m igh t n o t m islead  th e n ation s anym ore 
u n til th e  thousand  years w ere ended. Af- 
ter  th ese  th in g s  he m u st be let loose for a 
lit t le  w h ile .”— R evelation  20:1-3.

6 Som e R om an C atholics have claim ed  
th a t J esu s C h rist’s Thousand Year R eign  
ended in  1799 w hen French arm ies cap- 
tured  Rom e and deposed th e pope as its  
ruler, so  th a t he w as deported as a prison- 
er to  France, w here he died. The Catholic 
clergy  have said  th a t S atan  and h is de- 
m ons w ere th en  released  from  “th e hot- 
tom less p it ,” or “th e a b y ss ,” to  renew  their  
deceptive work for “a little  t im e .” (Revela-

5. What will be the state of Satan and the 
demons during the Thousand Year Reign of 
Christ?
6. (a) What date have some Roman Catholics 
given for the end of Christ’s Thousand Year 
Reign? (b) If Catholic claims were true, how long 
has the little time of Satan’s release from the 
bottomless pit already been?
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11 The fo llow ing w ords o f th e  F ine Shep- 
herd, J esu s C hrist, du ly  cam e to  th e fore: 
“I have other sheep, w h ich  are not o f th is  
fold; those also I m u st bring, and th ey  w ill 
lis ten  to m y voice, and th ey  w ill becom e  
one flock, one sh ep h erd .” (Joh n  10:16) If 
the anointed  rem nan t needed to be orga- 
nized for th e postw ar work from  1919  
onward and i f  la ter th e other sheep were  
to becom e one flock w ith  th e  rem nan t in  
th is  fold, th en  w hat? W hy, th ose  other  
sheep would also have to g e t  organized  
in  conjunction  w ith  th a t rem nant! The 
fact th a t the other sheep  had a d ifferent 
hope— th a t o f life  in  an  earth ly  para- 
dise of p leasure— w as no cause for di- 
vision  betw een  them  and th e  rem nant. 
A ll w ere fo llow ing ju st th e  one Shepherd, 
and there would be no separation  betw een  
the tw o groups u n til th e  glorification  of 
the anointed  rem nan t in  th e K ingdom .

12 The sa lvation  o f hum ans from  sin  and  
death, th e end o f dom in ation  by S a ta n ’s 
world, and th e  restora tion  o f obed ient  
m ankind to Paradise reestab lished  earth  
w ide are o u tstan d in g  featu res o f Jeho- 
vah’s lov ing  purpose. H ow ever, there is  
som eth ing  o f far greater im portance to all 
the universe. W hat is  th at?  It is  th e  v in- 
dication o f Jehovah G od’s u n iversa l sover- 
e ig n ty  along w ith  th e  san ctifica tion  o f h is  
holy nam e. The t im elin ess  o f ad vertisin g  
Jehovah’s K ingdom  by th e re ig n in g  K ing, 
Jesu s C hrist, w as em phasized  in  1922 at 
the second Cedar P oin t, Ohio, con ven tion  
of th e International B ible S tu d en ts . S ince  
the G entile  T im es had ended in  1914, it  
w as due tim e to  carry out J e su s ’ prophetic

11. (a) What would have to be done with the 
other sheep due to become one flock with the 
remnant? (b) Why was a difference in hopes no 
reason for division between the remnant and the 
other sheep?
12. (a) What is of far greater importance than 
the salvation of humankind? (b) When and why 
did it become of prime importance to advertise 
the Kingdom?

th e first cen tu ry  C.E. (S tu d ies in the ־ 
tures, S eries VI, S tu d y  V, en titled  “The 
O rganization  o f th e N ew  C reation”) Ow- 
in g  to its  v iew  o f w h at th e end o f the  
G entile T im es in  1914 w ould m ean, that  
book did not en v ision  th e  rem arkable or- 
ganizational work th a t w as due to  take  
place a fter th e cripp ling  e ffects  o f th e  first 
world w ar o f hum an h is to r y .— Luke 21: 
24, K J.

9 The preservation  o f th e  rem nan t o f the  
spiritual new  creation  to  th e  end  o f W orld  
W ar I in  1918 and th e ir  b ein g  kept alive  
in  th e  flesh  in to  th e  postw ar year o f 1919  
cam e as a w ondrous surprise. B u t m illen- 
nial cond itions had not se t  in . E vidently, 
th en , there w as m ore work for th e rem - 
n ant of the new  creation  to  do on earth  
before rea lizing  its  heaven ly  hope of shar- 
in g  w ith  J esu s C hrist in  th e m illennial 
work. Therefore, th e  great need w as for 
the revival and reorgan ization  o f th e rem - 
nant. So, w ith  u n sh attered  fa ith  and ea- 
gern ess for th e th r illin g  work ahead, they  
rose to th e  occasion.

10 Survival on earth  by som e of m ankind  
through th is  w icked sy s te m ’s catastrophic  
end and on in to  J esu s  C h rist’s M illennial 
R eign w as expected  by th e  anoin ted  rem - 
nant. E specially  w as th is  so after th e pub- 
lie ta lk  “M illions N ow  L iv in g  M ay N ever  
D ie” w as g iven  a t Los A n geles, California, 
in  th e  war year o f 1918. W ere th ese  m il- 
lions o f fu tu re H ar-M aged on  survivors to  
be organized? (R evelation  16:14-16) B e- 
fore b ein g  ushered  in to  th e  M illennium  to  
become part o f th e “new  earth ,” would  
they  en gage  in  th e  K ingdom -preaching  
work a long w ith  th e  rem nant? (2 P eter  
3:13) T hese q u estion s would be answ ered  
by postw ar developm ents.

9. To what occasion did the remnant of the new 
creation rise?
10. What questions arose with regard to the 
millions expected to survive into the new system 
of things?
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served at Jehovah’s san ctu ary] in  d ivi- 
sions, called after G ershon, K ohath, and  
M erari, th e  son s o f L ev i.” “H e organized  
them  [the p r iests] by d raw in g lo ts  am ong  
them , for there w ere sacred officers and  
officers o f God in  th e lin e  o f E leazar and  
in  th a t o f Itham ar.”— 1 C hronicles 23:3 , 6; 
24:1, 5, The New E n glish  Bible.

15 H u ndreds o f y ea rs b efore  D a v id ’s 
tim e, w hen th e Israelites le ft  E gyp t, th ey  
did not rush out in  a m ad scram ble but 
departed in  an orderly m anner. T h is in -  
dicated good organ izational work on th e  
part o f th eir  m ediator, M oses. A  grea t  
crowd o f n o n -Isra e lites  w en t out w ith  
them , choosing to throw  in  th e ir  lo t w ith  
the people o f th e m iracle-w orking God, 
Jehovah, who w as m igh tier  th an  all th e  
gods o f E gypt. D esp ite m any hardships, 
som e tim e later th is  “v a st m ixed com pa- 
n y ” having  goodw ill toward Jeh ovah ’s cho- 
sen  people w as s till w ith  th em  in  th e  
aw esom e w ildern ess o f S inai. (E xodus 12: 
37-51; N um bers 11:4) A long w ith  th e  Is-  
raelites, th a t m ixed m ultitud e ev id en tly  
entered  th e  P rom ised  Land u n d er th e  
leadership o f M oses’ successor, Joshua, for

15. (a) In what manner did the Israelites depart 
from Egypt? (b) Who also chose to leave Egypt, 
and did they remain with the Israelites?

What Are Your Thoughts?
□ What do the Scriptures indicate 
about the time and nature of Jesus 
Christ’s Millennial Reign?
□ What is far more important than 
the salvation of humankind?
□ Before our Common Era, what 
organization became the earthly part 
of Jehovah’s universal organization?
□ How do those prefigured by the 
vast mixed company survive into the 
Thousand Year Reign?

words: “T h is good new s of th e kingdom  
w ill be preached in  all th e inhabited  earth  
for a w itn e ss  to  all th e nation s; and then  
th e end  w ill com e.” (M atthew  24:14) The 
K ingdom  th a t w ould v in d icate  Jehovah’s 
u n iv ersa l so v ere ig n ty  and sa n c tify  h is  
holy nam e had been estab lish ed  in  heaven  
in  1914, and J esu s C hrist w as ru ling in  
th e  m id st o f h is  en em ies. This w as the  
grand good new s to be preached w ith  all 
availab le m ean s for ad vertisin g  the K ing  
and h is  K ingdom !

13 Jehovah is  an organizer on a universal 
scale, for he is  th e M ost H igh, the Supreme 
One. He now  saw  to  th e thorough organi- 
za tio n , here on ea rth , o f th e  work of 
proclaim ing his K ingdom  internationally  
before th e  end of th is  system  com es. Mem- 
bers o f th e  surviv ing  rem nant o f anointed  
ones w ere welded, therefore, in to  an in- 
tern ation a l organization  to accom plish h is  
w ill. T hese m ust proclaim  to  th e world that  
in  v iew  o f  S a ta n ’s h av in g  challenged Jeho- 
vah ’s u n iversa l sovereign ty , both the real- 
ity  and th e  r ig h tfu ln ess  of th a t sovereignty  
m u st be v ind icated , justified , for all tim e.

Pre-Millennial Organization
14 For 15 cen tu ries  before our Common 

Era, Jehovah God had a visib le organiza- 
t io n  on earth . H e used  th e  prophet M oses 
as H is m ediator in  organ izin g  th e nation  
of Israel a fter its  deliverance from  Egypt, 
th e  first world em pire o f Bible h istory. 
U n d er th e M osaic Law, Israel becam e the  
v isib le  part of Jeh ovah ’s un iversa l organi- 
zation . A n ou tsta n d in g  organizer am ong  
th e s e  c h o se n  p eo p le  o f  God w as th e  
shepherd-k ing David, o f whom  we read: 
“D avid organized them  [th e  L evites who

13. For the work of Kingdom proclamation, 
what did God provide, and why?
14. (a) Before our Common Era, what organiza- 
tion became the earthly part of Jehovah’s univer- 
sal organization? (b) How did David prove to be 
an outstanding organizer?
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of the nucleus o f Jehovah’s v isib le organi- 
zation , the anointed  rem nant.

17 E specia lly  sin ce  th e  m iddle o f the  
fourth decade o f th e 20th  cen tu ry  has the  
great crowd of other sheep  been  brought 
in to  the organized one flock under the  
glorified one Shepherd, th e  re ig n in g  K ing, 
Jesu s C hrist. In a world th a t con tin u es  
g e ttin g  m ore and m ore d isorgan ized  de- 
spite th e ex isten ce  o f th e U n ited  N ations  
organization , th ose o f th is  great crowd  
w holeheartedly support th e  anoin ted  rem - 
nan t and thus g ive  evid en ce o f th e  u n ify -  
in g  power of Jehovah’s holy sp irit. De- 
term inedly, th ey  keep organ ized  w ith  th e  
rem nant w hile looking forw ard to  special 
service on earth  during  J esu s  C h rist’s 
Thousand Year R eign.

God ordained th a t provision  be m ade there  
for such a lien  resid en ts.

16 That vast m ixed  com pany from  Phar- 
aonic E gypt prefigured a great crowd o f  
th e 20th  century. T hey are not spiritual 
Israelites but are other sheep  o f th e Fine  
Shepherd, J esu s C hrist. W ith  th e anoin t-  
ed rem nant, th ey  look forw ard to  com - 
p lete  deliverance from  an tityp ica l E gypt, 
th e  world sy stem  o f th in g s  o f w hich the  
G reater Pharaoh, S atan  th e Devil, is the  
god. (John 10:16; 2 C orinth ians 4:4; Rev- 
elation  7:9) B u t w h at m u st th ey  do to  
survive th e v io len t d estru ction  o f S a tan ’s 
old world and en ter  th e  prom ised new  
world under th e  G reater Joshua, Jesu s  
C hrist? (2 P eter  3:13) T hey m u st keep in  
line w ith  th e  organ izational arrangem ents

17. In this disorganized world, how do those of 
the great crowd act, and to what do they look 
forward?

16. (a) Whom did the vast mixed company pre- 
figure? (b) What must these do to survive this 
system’s end?
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mat's), it still made Joppa notable. 
(Acts 21:7) Until Herod the Great 
built the artificial harbor of Caesa- 
rea, Joppa was the best spot along 
the coast for ships to dock. This illu- 
minates some Biblical references to 
Joppa.

When offering to aid Solomon in 
building the temple, Hiram the king 
of Tyre said: “We shall bring [trees 
from Lebanon] to you as rafts by sea 
to Joppa, and you, for your part, 
will take them up to Jerusalem.” 
(2 Chronicles 2:1, 11, 16) These 
rafts may have left from the Phoeni- 
cian ports of Tyre or Sidon. (Isaiah 
23:1, 2; Ezekiel 27:8, 9) Passing 
Carmel, the cedar-tree rafts landed 
at Joppa. From there the cedars 
could be moved to Jerusalem , 
34 miles east/southeast. Joppa was 
also the docking port for cedar tim- 
bers when the Jews rebuilt the tern- 
pie after the exile.—Ezra 3:7.

Perhaps workmen accompanying 
the timbers sailed aboard Phoe- 
nician ships, similar to the scale 
model. As you study it, recall that 
after Jehovah assigned Jonah to 
Nineveh, the prophet fled in the 
opposite direction. “[Jonah] finally 
came down to Joppa and found a 
ship going to Tarshish. So he paid its 
fare and went down into it, in order 
to go with them to Tarshish from 
before Jehovah.”—Jonah 1:1-3.

Apparently, Jonah boarded this 
kind of seaworthy cargo ship, which 
was able to make the long voyage 
from Joppa to Tarshish (likely an- 
cient Spain). It probably had a high 
carved prow, near which hung a 
stone anchor. Passengers, rowers, 
and some cargo could fit on the 
deck, which is not shown in this 
model. Below deck was a hold, 
where more cargo would be stored 
and where Jonah went to sleep. The 
ship was made of sturdy juniper 
planks and had one cedar mast to 
support a large linen sail. Note on

ANCIENT ISRAEL had a long, sandy coast. Yet 
the Israelites were not particularly known as a 
 ̂seafaring people. The nature of their coast may 

have been a factor.
It was an almost uninterrupted line of beaches and 

dunes, formed of sand carried to sea by the Nile River.* 
Had you sailed up it from Egypt’s border, you would not 
have found a truly outstanding natural harbor south of 
Mount Carmel.

But about midway up Israel’s coast you would have seen 
on a hill the city of Joppa. As the picture shows, a chain of 
offshore rocks formed a small cove. While the resulting 
harbor was inferior to the one farther north at Acre (Ptole-

* Y ou  ca n  e a s ily  s e e  th is  sa n d y  c o a st in th e  sa te llite  p ic tu re  on  
th e  c o v er  o f th e  1 9 8 9  C a le n d a r  o f  J eh o va h 's  W itn esse s . T h is  
ca le n d a r  a ls o  p ro v id es  a larger p ic tu re  o f th e  ab o v e  v iew  o f Jo p p a .

Scenes From 
the Promised Land

JOPPA
NOTABLE ANCIENT 

HARBOR

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.



to take some brothers of the Joppa congregation north on 
the coastal road to the new port of Caesarea. There 

Peter preached to and baptized the Roman army 
officer Cornelius, the first uncircumcised 
Gentile to become a spirit-anointed 
Christian. (Acts 9:43-10:48) What joy 
and excitement there must have been in 
Joppa when the brothers returned with 
news of this crucial development in 

Christian history!
Today many visitors tour Jop- 
pa, which is part of modern Tel 
Aviv-Jaffa, and they can eas- 
ily relive Biblical events that 
occurred at this notable port.

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

each side the line of long oars (prob- 
ably of oak from Bashan). Now 
imagine the ship at sea and threat- 
ened by a violent storm. Hear the 
mariners cry out to their gods for 
help until finally they are forced to 
toss Jonah overboard so that they 
themselves would not perish.—Eze- 
kiel 27:5-9; Jonah 1:4-15.

First-century Joppa was home to 
a congregation of Christians, some 
of whom may have been dockwork- 
ers or ex-sailors. A member of this 
bustling seaport congregation was 
the Jewess Dorcas (Tabitha). “She 
abounded in good deeds and gifts of 
mercy that she was rendering.” In 
the year 36 C.E., Dorcas fell sick and 
died, which caused many to weep, 
recalling her abundant good works. 
Fellow Christians brought the apos- 
tie Peter from Lydda (modern Lod, 
near the Tel Aviv airport) to Joppa. 
Peter resurrected this beloved sis- 
ter, a miracle that “became known 
throughout all Joppa, and many be- 
came believers.”—Acts 9:36-42.

Peter stayed in Joppa for a time at 
the house of Simon, a tanner. Here 
the apostle had a vision that led him



Remaining Organized 
for Survival Into the Millennium

"They w ill become one flock, one shepherd."— 10:16 .

4 Much organizing has been in  progress  
am ong Jehovah’s people earth  wide during  
th is  “conclusion o f th e system  of th in g s” 
since the G entile T im es closed in  1914. 
(M atthew  24:3; Luke 21:24, K ing Ja m e s 
Version) T his organizational program  pre- 
lim inary to the M illennium  is  b ein g  carried  
on in  harm ony w ith  th e w ill and under th e  
direction o f the Great O rganizer, Jehovah  
God. B y m eans of h is wom an, h is  w ife-  
like heavenly organization , th e  birth o f  
his prom ised K ingdom  by J esu s C hrist took  
place in  1914, as verified by the fulfillm ent 
of Bible prophecy.

5 T hus have been  g lo r io u sly  fu lfilled  
th ese words of R evelation 12:5: “She gave  
birth to a son, a m ale, who is  to  shepherd  
all the nation s w ith  an iron rod. And her 
child was caught away to  God and to h is  
throne.” The birth o f Jehovah’s K ingdom  
by Christ, as pictured by th e new born child  
of God’s wom an, w as first explained in  The 
W atch Tower o f March 1, 1925. The b irth  
of th is  M essianic K ingdom  in  heaven  in  
1914 differs from th e b irth  o f th e “n a tio n ” 
of Zion’s ‘children’ on earth  in  1919 .— Isa- 
iah 66:7, 8.

6 The b irth  o f Jehovah’s K ingdom  by  
which he w ill v indicate h is r igh tfu l sover-

4. What kind of program has God been carrying 
out with his people?
5. The birth of what was foretold at Revelation 
12:5, and when was this first explained in The 
Watch Tower?
6. (a) The Kingdom’s birth called for what work 
foretold by Jesus? (b) Doing this work called for 
what on the part of Jehovah’s people, and what 
kind of front do they now present?

JEHOVAH is  th e Creator o f tim e for m an- 
kind. And to  him , th e im m ortal God 
who is  from  everlastin g  to everlasting, 

a thousand  years is like but a sw iftly  pass- 
in g  day or even  a m ere w atch  period during  
one o f  our n ig h ts .— Psalm  90:4; 2 Peter  
3:8.

2 God has se t a sym bolic day o f a thou- 
sand years during w hich he will b less all 
fam ilies of th e  earth. (G enesis 12:3; 22: 
1 7 ,1 8 ; A cts 17:31) This includes those now  
dead and those y e t alive. How w ill God do 
th is?  W hy, by m eans o f H is K ingdom  by 
J esu s C hrist, th e  “seed ” of H is symbolic 
w om an!— G enesis 3:15.

3 The sym bolic heel o f the Seed of God’s 
w om an (or h ea v en ly  o rg a n iza tio n ) w as 
bruised w hen Jesu s C hrist suffered a mar- 
ty r ’s death  and rem ained dead for parts of 
three days in  th e year 33 o f our Common 
Era. B u t on the th ird  day, A lm ighty God, 
th e Great Life-G iver, healed that wound by 
resu rrecting h is loyal Son to im m ortal life  
in  th e sp irit realm . (1 P eter 3:18) Since  
J esu s w ill never die again, he is in position  
to  rule as K ing over m ankind for a thousand  
years and to “bru ise” th e head of the sym - 
bolic serpent, crushing him  out of existence  
after th e  end o f th e Thousand Year Reign. 
W hat a b lessin g  th at w ill be for faithful 
restored m ankind!

1. To the ever-living God, a thousand years is 
like what?
2. What time period has Jehovah set aside for 
blessing all mankind?
3. (a) How was the heel of the Seed of God’s 
woman bruised, but how was that wound healed? 
(b) At the end of Jesus Christ’s Thousand Year 
Reign, what will he do to the symbolic serpent?
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com plete, only e igh t hum an souls survived  
the global D eluge. They survived  as a u n it-  
ed fam ily group. (M atthew  24:22, 37-39; 
Luke 17:26-30) N oah’s w ife  corresponds 
to the bride o f C hrist, and h is sons and  
d a u g h ters-in -la w  to  J e s u s ’ p resen t-d a y  
“other sheep ,” who have grow n in to  an  
increasing  great crowd, th e  final propor- 
tion s of w hich we do n ot now  know. (John  
10:16) For survival in to  th e  M illennium  
under the G reater Noah, J esu s C hrist, they  
have to rem ain organized w ith  th e  anoint- 
ed rem nant, “the chosen o n es” on account 
of whom th e days o f th e “great tribu lation” 
will be cut sh ort.— M atthew  24:21, 22.

Survival Into the Millennium
8 A ccording to M atthew ’s Gospel, Jesu s  

closed h is prophecy on th e  s ig n  o f h is pres- 
ence w ith  an illu stration . Com m only sty led  
the parable of the sheep and th e goats, it  
applies now, during th e  conclu sion  of th is  
system  of th in gs, w hich began at th e end  
of the G entile T im es in  1914. (M atthew  25: 
31-46) The date o f Saturday, June 1, 1935, 
w as sign ificant as to  und erstand ing  the  
id en tity  of the sheep o f th is  parable as 
being m em bers of th e great crowd. On th at  
day, at a convention  o f Jehovah’s W itn ess-  
es in  W ashington , D.C., 840 individuals  
were baptized in  sym bol o f th eir  dedication  
to  Jehovah God th rou gh  J e su s  C hrist. 
The m ajority o f th ese  took th is  action  in  
prompt response to a d iscourse on Revela- 
tion  7:9-17 g iven  by J. F. R utherford. It 
w as their  desire to becom e part o f th e  great 
crowd of the F ine Shepherd’s other sheep, 
having the opportunity o f surviv ing  the  
oncom ing great tribu lation  and of liv in g  
right through th is sy stem ’s end and on into  
the M illennial R eign o f th e  Shepherd-K ing, 
Jesus Christ. U ltim ately , th ey  a tta in  to

8. In closing his prophecy regarding his pres- 
ence, what illustration did Jesus give, and how 
was the date June 1, 1935, significant as to 
understanding it?

e ig n ty  over all the u n iv erse— ah, here was 
som eth ing  th a t deserved to be advertised  
throughout all th e earth! And here was the  
tim e for th e fu lfillm ent o f th ese  words 
of Jesus regarding proofs of h is  invisib le  
“presence”: “T his good new s o f the k ing- 
dom will be preached in  all th e inhabited  
earth for a w itn ess  to  all th e nations; and  
then the end w ill com e.” (M atthew  24: 
3, 14) U n ited , harm onious preaching on an  
in ternation al, earth-w ide scale would in- 
deed call for organizing  th e v isib le part 
of Jehovah’s universa l organization . The 
W atch Tow er B ible and Tract Society , 
as r e p resen ted  by i t s  th e n  p re s id e n t, 
J. F. Rutherford, w as in  favor o f th is . So, 
from the postw ar year o f 1919, the organiz- 
in g  of the S ociety ’s loyal supporters as a 
restored n ation  w en t forw ard determ ined- 
ly, w ith  prayer for th e  gu idance and b less- 
in g  o f th e Suprem e O rganizer, Jehovah  
God. In  the face o f W orld W ar II, despite  
bitter opposition by th e F asc ists , the H it- 
lerite  N azi m ovem ent, and Catholic A ction, 
Jehovah’s W itn esses  earth  w ide presented  
a united  front to th e enem y world.

7 O nly Jehovah’s W itn esses, th ose o f the  
anointed rem nant and th e  “great crow d,” 
as a united  organ ization  under the protec- 
tion  of the Suprem e O rganizer, have any  
Scriptural hope o f su rv iv in g  th e im pending  
end o f th is  doomed sy stem  dom inated by 
Satan  th e  D evil. (R evelation  7:9-17; 2 Co- 
r in th ia n s  4 :4 ) T h ey w ill m ake up th e  
“flesh” th a t J esu s C hrist said  would be 
saved through th e w orst tribulation  o f all 
hum an h istory. A s it  w as in  the days of 
Noah, said  Jesu s, so it  would be in  the day  
w hen He would be revealed. Inside the ark 
th at took m any years o f organized effort to

7. (a) Only by remaining in what relationship 
with one another may Jehovah’s people expect to 
survive the great tribulation? (b) How did the 
Flood survivors get through the global Deluge, 
and whom did they prefigure?
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11 In contrast w ith  th e sym bolic goats, 
the sheeplike ones unm istakab ly  show  th at  
they stan d  for th e  K ingdom . H ow? B y  
deeds, not m ere words. B ecau se o f the  
K ing’s in v is ib ility  in  th e h eaven s, th ey  
cannot do good d irectly  to  him  in  support 
of h is K ingdom . So th ey  do good to  h is  
spiritual brothers yet on earth. A lthough  
th is incurs hatred, opposition, and perse- 
cution on th e part o f the goats, for such  
doing of good, th e  sheep are told by th e  
K ing th at th ey  are ‘b lessed  by h is  F ath er .’

12 The great crowd of sheeplike benefac- 
tors of the K ing’s sp iritual brothers w ill be 
blessed w ith  th e joyous privilege o f surviv- 
in g  in to  th e M illennium . In due course, 
they w ill share in  w elcom ing back th e  hu- 
m an dead who are in  the m em orial tom bs. 
(John 5:28, 29; 11:23-25) T hese w ill in - 
elude the fa ith fu l patriarchs and prophets 
who suffered and endured m uch for the  
vindication  o f Jehovah’s sovereign ty  in  or- 
der th a t th ey  m ight “atta in  a b etter  resur- 
rection ,” possib ly an earlier one. (H ebrew s 
11:35) Such resurrected m en  and w om en  
of fa ith , partially listed  in  H ebrew s chap- 
ter 11, would include John th e B aptizer. 
(M atthew  11:11) Som e of th e an o in ted  
rem nant have thought o f su rv iv in g  and  
liv ing  on to  welcom e back such resurrected  
faithful ones who died before P en tecost  
33 C.E. W ill th e anointed  be th u s privi- 
leged?

13 This would not be necessary. The great 
crowd of tribulation  survivors w ill be on  
hand in  am ple num bers to take care o f th e

11. How do the sheep show that they stand for 
the Kingdom, and because of this, what blessing 
is theirs?
12. Whom will the surviving sheep be privileged 
to welcome back, and in this regard, what 
thought have members of the remnant enter- 
tained?
13. Why would it not be necessary for the rem- 
nant to be present to welcome and care for those 
resurrected on earth?

everlastin g  life  on a paradise earth .— M at- 
thew  25:46; Luke 23:43.

9 W hy are th ese  sheeplike ones invited  to  
“in h erit th e  kingdom  prepared for [them ] 
from  th e founding o f th e  w orld”? The K ing  
te lls  them  th a t it  is  because th ey  did good 
to  h is  “b roth ers,” and thereby did it  to  him . 
B y th e  expression  “b rothers,” the K ing  
m ean s th e  rem nan t o f h is  spiritual broth- 
ers s till on earth  in  th is  conclusion of the  
sy stem  o f th in g s. H aving becom e one flock 
w ith  th ese  brothers o f th e Shepherd-K ing, 
J esu s C hrist, th ey  would keep in  the closest  
possib le association  w ith  th e rem nant of 
such and would th u s be in  the finest posi- 
tion  to  do good to  them . Even in  m ateri- 
al w ays, th ey  would help J e su s’ brothers 
p reach  th e  m essa g e  o f  th e  estab lish ed  
K ingdom  worldwide before the end would 
com e. In th is  behalf, th e sheep would trea- 
sure th eir  privilege o f keeping organized  
w ith  th e rem nant as th e  one flock of the  
one Shepherd.

10 In h er itin g  “th e kingdom  prepared for 
[th em ]” does not m ean th a t th ese sheep  
w ill re ign  w ith  J esu s C hrist and h is broth- 
ers in  heaven for a thousand years. Rath- 
er, r igh t from  th e M illenn ium ’s start, the  
sheep  w ill in h erit th e  earth ly  realm  of the  
K ingdom . S ince th ey  are th e  descendants  
o f  Adam  and Eve, th is  earth ly  realm  that  
th e  K ingdom  of God by C hrist w ill take  
over w as prepared for them  “from  the  
fou n d in g  o f the w orld” o f redeem able m an- 
kind. Furtherm ore, sin ce  th e sheep become 
th e  earth ly  children o f th e K ing, who be- 
com es th e ir  “E ternal F ath er ,” they inherit 
an earth ly  realm , or esta te , under God’s 
K ingd om .— Isaiah 9:6, 7.

9. Why are the sheep invited to inherit “the 
kingdom prepared for [them],” and how are they 
in the finest position to do good to the King’s 
brothers?
10. What does it mean for the sheep to “inherit 
the kingdom prepared for [them] from the 
founding of the world”?
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15 D u rin g  C h r is t ’s M ille n n ia l R e ig n , 
w hen the ransom ed dead o f m ankind are 
resurrected , th e  su rv iv in g  grea t crowd  
w ill enjoy trem endous and m ost honorable 
privileges. They w ill th en  becom e sons and  
daughters o f th e K ing. It w ill be possib le  
for such sons am ong them  to hold the rank  
of princes, even as K ing D avid’s sons were  
princes w ith  various resp onsib ilities.*  This 
rem inds us o f Psalm  45, com posed w ith  
reference to Jehovah’s anointed  “k in g .”

16 To w h a t k in g  is  P sa lm  45 r ea lly  
addressed ? W hy, to  J e su s  C hrist! H e- 
brews 1:9 m akes th at application in  quot- 
in g  Psalm  45:7, w hich reads: “You have 
loved r igh teou sn ess and you hate wick- 
edness. That is w hy God, your God, has 
anointed you w ith  th e  oil o f exu ltation  
more than  your p artn ers.” So it is really to  
the glorified J esu s C hrist th a t Psalm  45:16  
says: “In place o f your forefath ers there  
will come to  be your sons, whom  you w ill 
appoint as princes in  all th e ear th .”

17 R ightly, Jesu s is  m ore in terested  in h is  
future as reign in g  K ing th an  in  h is earthly  
past. Of course, he does not forget that  
past and especially  h is hum an ancestors  
involved in  Jehovah’s prom ise to b less all 
fam ilies by m eans o f th e  A braham ic Seed. 
B ut now  h is m ain  in terest is in  th e im m e- 
diate future as purposed by th e  K ingm ak- 
er, Jehovah God. So J e su s ’ earth ly  chil- 
dren, particularly th e son s am ong them  
qualified to serve under h im  in  prince- 
ly offices, w ill take th e place of in terest  
— more so than  h is earth ly  forefathers.

* Compare 2 Samuel 8:18, New World Translation 
Reference Bible, footnote.

15. What prospects do the great crowd antici- 
pate for the Millennium?
16. To whom is Psalm 45 really addressed, and 
how can this be proved?
17. In what and in whom is the King, Jesus 
Christ, especially interested?

situ a tion  and to acquaint th e resurrected  
ones w ith  th e “new  ea rth ” under the “new  
h eaven s.” (2 P eter  3:13) Even now, the  
great crowd is  b ein g  organized for th is. 
Today, w hen J e su s ’ sp iritual brothers on 
earth reportedly num ber less  than  9 ,000, 
the survivors from  am ong them  would in  
any case be too few  to  take care of all the  
preparatory work lead ing  up to th e general 
resurrection . (E zekiel 39:8-16) Here, then, 
is w here th e  great crowd, w hose num ber 
runs in to  the m illions, w ill serve excellen t- 
ly. And such a privilege is  doubtless re- 
served for them .

14 M any o f th e great crowd are already  
being trained  in  congregational respon- 
sib ilities and through build ing program s 
th a t G od’s o r g a n iza tio n  is  co n d u ctin g  
throughout the earth . A nd it  is  encourag- 
in g  to see additional sp iritually  m ature  
m en of the great crowd b ein g  assigned  to  
take on greater resp on sib ility  in  the orga- 
nization  th a t Jehovah now  has function- 
ing on th e earth. R em ain ing ones of the  
anointed are g e ttin g  a long in  years and are 
less able to  carry th e  load. T hese brothers 
of th e K ing welcom e th e  lov ing  organiza- 
tional a ssista n ce  th a t sp iritually  qualified  
elders and m in ister ia l servan ts o f th e other  
sheep are able to  g ive. V ery shortly, Bab- 
ylon th e  G reat w ill be rem oved from  the  
earthly scene. Then, as R evelation  19:1-8  
ind icates, th e Lam b’s m arriage w ith  h is  
bride of th e en tire  144,000 w ill be consum - 
m ated in  th e  h eaven s, and th e  other sheep, 
serving as a new  earth  under the new  
heavens, w ill represent th e  K ing in  carry- 
in g  on the grand work o f restoration  until 
all earth becom es a populated paradise to  
Jehovah’s p ra ise .— Isaiah  65:17; compare 
Isaiah 61:4-6.

14. (a) Many of the great crowd are being 
trained for what, and why must a number of 
them now take on responsibility? (b) What 
events must shortly take place, and what work 
awaits the other sheep?
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to recognize these new ly appointed princes, 
just as he now recognizes th e overseership of 
fa ith fu l other sheep in  th e p resen t-d ay  
congregations of Jehovah’s W itn esses. All 
members of the great crowd of other sheep  
—the wom en as well as the m en— w ill have  
the thrilling privilege of w elcom ing back  
from the dead all of those who w ill hear 
Jesu s’ voice and arise to  the opportunity of 
gaining everlasting life  in  hum an perfection  
on a cleansed earth that w ill be transform ed  
into a global paradise. (John 5:28, 29) Those  
highly favored resurrected ones w ill include  
Jesus C hrist’s redeem ed forefathers, m en of 
faith  who were w illing to prove th eir  devo- 
tion to Jehovah God even to death in  th e hope 
of atta in ing  “a better resurrection .” (H e- 
brews 11:35) But being uplifted to  perfect 
human life  during the M illennial R eign o f  
their Redeem er-King, Jesus Christ, is only a 
start. By rem aining unbreakably organized  
under Jehovah God during the final te s t  
upon restored mankind at the close of the  
M illennium , they will prove th em selves wor- 
thy of being justified to endless life  in  Par- 
adise as the earthly part o f Jehovah’s uni- 
versal organ iza tion .— M atthew  25:31-46; 
Revelation 20:1-21:1.

How Would You Answer?
□ Jehovah has set aside what time 
period for blessing all mankind?
□ Only by remaining in what 
relationship with one another can we 
survive the great tribulation?
□ What does it mean for the sheep 
to ‘inherit the kingdom prepared for 
them from the founding of the 
world’?
□ During the Millennium, in what 
privileges may the great crowd 
share?

18 J e su s ’ greater in terest  in  princely sons 
than  in  forefath ers is em phasized by vari- 
ous B ible tran sla tion s. H ere is how som e of 
them  render Psalm  45:16: “Your sons shall 
step  in to  your fa th ers’ place, and rise to be 
princes over all th e  lan d .” (M offatt) “The 
place o f your fathers your sons shall have; 
you shall m ake them  princes through all 
th e lan d .” (V erse 17, The New Am erican 
B ible) “Instead  o f th y  fathers children are 
born to thee: thou sh a lt m ake them  princes 
over all th e  earth .”— The Septuagint Ver- 
sion, pub lished  by Sam uel B agster  and  
Sons.

19 To our great delight, prospective princes 
are in  our very m idst. They are found among 
th e other sheep who listen  to the voice of the 
Fine Shepherd, Jesus Christ. Especially have 
th ey  been listen in g  to it  since 1935, when  
R evelation 7:9-17 w as explained at the con- 
vention  o f Jehovah’s W itn esses in  W ashing- 
ton, D.C. Today, thousands of th is great 
crowd of other sheep are serving as elders, 
or overseers, in  the more than 57,670 con- 
gregations of Jehovah’s W itnesses in 212 
lands around the world. By rem aining orga- 
nized w ith the rem nant of J esu s’ spiritual 
brothers yet on earth, these men stand in  
line to be fully adopted as earthly sons of the 
K ing, Jesus Christ, during h is Thousand 
Year R eign over the prom ised new  earth. 
(2 P eter 3:13) A s such, they may be appoint- 
ed as princes to serve in  the new  earth.

20 The K ing, Jesu s Christ, w ill be pleased

18. How do certain renderings of Psalm 45:16 
emphasize Jesus’ greater interest in princely 
sons than in his earthly forefathers?
19. Certain men of the great crowd now have 
what congregation responsibility, and to what 
position may the King, Jesus Christ, appoint 
them during his Thousand Year Reign?
20. (a) The King will have what attitude toward 
his appointees on earth? (b) The great crowd will 
welcome back whom, and what opportunity is set 
before those returning?
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dren grew  up in  th e open  
plains o f M ontana.

The Shaping 
of My Life

My parents w ere Lutheran, 
and every Sunday th e  six  of 
us w en t to  church. B ut soon  
a neighbor, an  In ternational 
Bible S tu d en t, as Jehovah’s 
W itn esses  w ere th en  called, 
began to  v is it  M other and  
stu dy th e Bible w ith  her. Af- 
ter a couple o f years, M other 
accepted th e Bible tru th s she 
w as learn ing, and in  1925 she  
w as baptized  in  a w aterin g  
trou gh  for h o rses. N eith er  
Dad nor w e children accepted

MAKING

FULL-TIME
SERVICE 

A CAREER
>15 TOLD B Y  M A X  LARSON

IN  1910 m y m other, w hose parents had both died, left  
Denm ark and took a ship to the U n ited  States. She 
w as only 18, did not speak E nglish , and did not 
know  a s in g le  person in  th e country.

Upon arriving in  N ew  York City, she boarded a train  
for South Dakota, a trip  o f over 1,500 m iles. In South  
Dakota, where there w as a D anish  settlem en t, she m et 
the m an who would be m y father. They were married  
Septem ber 20, 1911.

Early in  1913 Dad struck  out by h im self by covered  
wagon to M ontana to hom estead  on available land. There 
he built a one-room  log house. W hen th is was com pleted  
in  th e sum m er, m y m other cam e by tra in  to join him , 
along w ith  m y brother, Norm an, who w as just a few  
m onths old.

Two years la ter a second child w as on th e way. A s I’ve 
said in  jest, I “helped” M other sh in g le  the roof, since that  
is w hat she w as doing to  an addition to the house the day  
before I was born. The n ex t day, April 29, 1915, when  
Dad cam e in  from  th e field for lunch, M other said: “I 
th ink  I’m goin g  to  have th e baby.” That afternoon  
I was born. Y et by even in g , w hen Dad came hom e 
again, M other w as up and had the even in g  m eal ready  
for him!

Three years la ter  m y sis ter  Jean was 
born at th e sam e location . The fol- 
low ing year our fam ily  m oved to  
eastern  M ontana, w here Dad 
rented  a farm . In 1921 m y  
second sister, Laver 
na, w as born, and  
w e four chil

m
m



Deciding on My Career
Saturday even in g , Joseph  F. R uther- 

ford, th en  p resident of th e  W atch  Tow er  
Bible and Tract Society , spoke on th e  sub- 
ject “Lovers of R ig h teo u sn ess .” H is ta lk  
dealt w ith  th e fu ll-tim e m in istry , or pio- 
neer service. A fterw ard B ill G riffith, w ho  
w as s it t in g  n ex t to  m e, said: “M ax, th ere  
it  is. L et’s go p ioneering!”

“O kay,” I answ ered. “L et’s do i t .”
“You’re joking, aren’t  you?” B ill asked.
“N o,” I replied. “A fter h earin g  th a t talk , 

I am convinced th a t it  is  th e  r igh t th in g  to  
do.”

“B ut you aren ’t even  a publisher. Y ou’re  
not baptized .”

“True, but th ey  ju st m ade an an n ou n ce-  
m ent th a t there is go in g  to  be a baptism  
tom orrow. I w ill get baptized th e n .”

So, excited ly , w e w ent over to  th e Field  
Service D epartm ent to g e t our pioneer ap- 
plications. There we m et B rother V an Am -

Above: The property at 360 Furman Street, 
purchased in 1983
Below: The property on Columbia Heights 
that we purchased from Squibb 
Pharmaceuticals in 1969

her new found fa ith , but all o f us were 
happy to  d iscon tin u e goin g  to the Lutheran  
Church. M other alw ays told us: “You don’t 
w an t to  serve Jehovah, but never break his  
la w s.” T h is advice helped keep us from  
g e tt in g  in to  trouble.

Our fam ily  o f s ix  were farm ing 800 acres 
o f land w ith  14 horses and one tractor. W e 
had no e lectr ic ity  or in sid e  plum bing, and 
all our w ater had to be hauled from a 
w ell tw o and a h a lf m iles away. W ith  the  
drought in  th e  early 1930’s and the failure  
to harvest a crop for four years, we decided  
to  m ove to  W ash in gton  S tate . In prepara- 
tio n  for th e m ove, w e needed to transfer  
som e farm  and household item s from Mon- 
tan a  to W ash in gton . So m y assign m en t  
w as to  accom pany th e railroad car and see 
th a t our horses were fed and w atered en  
route. A fter six  days, I finally arrived at 
th e w est coast o f W ash ington .

There I helped Dad to se t up and operate 
a dairy farm . A fter about a year, at tbe age  
o f 20, I ventured  out on m y own, driving  
lo g g in g  trucks in  the m ountains and also  
sp en d in g  s ix  m onths in  A laska as a sh ip’s 
en g in eer . In 1938 m y sis ter  Jean  and I had 
jobs in  S ea ttle  and w ere liv in g  on a house- 
boat on Lake U nion . That sum m er, Moth- 
er, who w as liv in g  about 50 m iles away, 
atten d ed  th e annual convention  of Jeho- 

’s W itn esses  in  S eattle . Since the  
convention  s ite  w as w ith in  w alking  

distance o f our houseboat, we 
in v ited  her to stay w ith  us. 

She did, and we agreed  
to  attend  the con-



duct all th e m eetin g s and to  help  th e pub- 
Ushers and tra in  them  to  conduct B ible  
stu d ies, w hich w as a new  work a t th e  tim e.

A t th e first Service M eetin g , on  Thurs- 
day, I asked th e  com pany servan t, as the  
presid ing overseer w as th en  called, to  go  
along w ith  m e th e fo llow ing ev en in g  to try  
to start a Bible stu dy. He said  th a t he w as  
busy. So B ill and I w en t out alone. W hen  
returning, we w ere stopped a t an in tersec-  
tion  to  allow an A m erican Legion parade 
to  pass. To our am azem ent, the leader of 
the parade w as the com pany servan t.

That first Sunday, I started  m y first 
hom e Bible stu d y w ith  a m an. A fterw ard, 
I conducted m y first con gregation  Watch- 
tower Study. Of all th in g s, i t  w as in  the  
Ju n e 1, 1938, issu e , w h ich  in trodu ced  
theocratic ad m in istration  w ith in  th e con- 
gregations. O f th e 27 associa ted , only 3 
accepted the new  th eocratic  arrangem ent.

A Family of Pioneers
Soon after I started  p ioneering, m y sis-  

ters and m y brother, N orm an, also took up 
the fu ll-tim e m in istry . N orm an and h is  
w ife sold their farm , bought a 12-foot trail- 
er, and w ith  th eir  three-year-old  daugh- 
ter, Joan, w en t out preaching. Incid en tal- 
ly, w hen th ey  worked in  Raym ond in  1941, 
Norm an w rote m e th a t th e 24 th a t had  
objected to th e th eocratic  arran gem en t  
had left and joined an ap osta te  group.

Left: My main source of assistance and 
training was Brother Knorr 
Below: By 1986 we had six factory buildings 
connected by over-the-street bridges

burgh, th e  secretary-treasu rer o f th e Soci- 
ety . W hen w e told him  w h at w e were do- 
in g , he took us aside and talked to us like 
a father. “Now  don’t  do th is  as though it  
w ere an experim en t or an  ad ven tu re ,” he  
said. “You’re doing th e  righ t th in g , but go 
in to  th is as if  it  w as your life tim e career.” 
And th at advice has a lw ays helped m e a 
great deal. So w e turned  in  our applica- 
tion s, and th e n ex t day, Ju n e 5 ,1 9 3 8 ,1 got  
baptized.

First Pioneer Assignment
The fo llow ing day, M onday, I inform ed  

m y em ployer th a t I w as q u ittin g  m y job to  
become a m in ister . I sp en t th a t first w eek  
in  a careful stu d y  o f th e  S oc iety ’s la test  
book, en titled  Enem ies, and attended  all 
the m eetin gs. The second w eek, I studied  
the n ex t n ew est book, Riches. And the  
third w eek, I received  m y pioneer assign -  
m ent, w hich w as R aym ond, W ash ington .

There, B ill and I found a group o f 27 
holding m eetin gs in  th e hom e of one o f the  
W itn esses. Our in stru ctio n s were to  con­



tion  to Brooklyn B ethel. In preparation  for 
the trip, I gave m y car to  m y s is te r  Jean , 
who by now  w as also a specia l p ioneer. 
For six  days and s ix  n ig h ts , I rode a bus 
through tw o blizzards in  M ontana and the  
Dakotas and finally arrived in  N ew  York  
City, January 14, 1939.

Bethel Service
I w as enrolled by th e B eth el servan t, 

Grant Suiter, and th en  sen t to  th e factory  
to  report to  N athan  K norr, th e factory  
servant. M y first a ss ig n m en t w as ty in g  
book cartons in  th e Shipping D epartm ent. 
The second w eek, I w as a ssig n ed  to  th e  
rotary-prin ting-press floor. B rother K norr  
said: “If you can learn to  operate th is  press  
in  six  m onths, you can be th e operator, 
since the p resen t operator is  go in g  to  be 
put on a new  p ress .” I did learn  and to ta lly  
enjoyed op erating th e press.

A fter a year and a h a lf in  th e  pressroom , 
B rother Knorr cam e by th e press one day  
and said: “M ax, how would you like to  
work in  th e office?”

“Oh, B rother K norr, th a t is  th e la st  job 
I would pick. B u t if  it  is  m y a ss ig n m en t, I 
will m ake it  m y first in te r e s t .”

“R eport to  m e in  th e  office M onday  
m orn ing,” he replied.

I have been there ever sin ce . F irst, I 
worked as B rother K norr’s a ss is ta n t, and  
then  w hen B rother R utherford died on  
January 8, 1942, B rother K norr becam e  
president, and I w as appointed factory  
overseer. I w as 26 years old and had only  
three years of B ethel experience. So I fe lt  
the heavy burden o f resp onsib ility .

H owever, th e anointed  overseers o f the  
various factory departm ents w ere o f lov- 
in g  assistan ce  to m e. Their hum ble, help- 
fu l a ttitu d e  g rea tly  deep en ed  m y love  
and appreciation for such ones. M y m ain  
source o f a ss is ta n c e  and tr a in in g  w a s  
Brother Knorr. For over 35 years, u n til h is

H ow ever, th a t first B ible stu d y o f m ine  
w as by th en  th e com pany servant!

N orm an’s daugh ter Joan  and her hus- 
band, M aurice O’C allaghan, are now  in  
th e ir  24 th  year o f v is it in g  congregations  
in  th e  c ircu it work. M y younger sister, 
L averna, atten d ed  th e  12th class of the  
G ilead m ission ary  school in  1949 and was  
a ssig n ed  to  Ita ly . The early success o f the  
m ission ary  work th ere  resu lted  in  her de- 
portation  to  Sw itzerland , w here she still 
liv es  w ith  her husband.

Desire for Expanded Service
A fter  serv in g  as a regular pioneer for 

tw o m on th s, I w as a ssign ed  to the special 
p io n eer  w ork. J o in in g  B ill and m e at 
th a t tim e w as W arren H enschel, the old- 
er brother o f M ilton H enschel. M ilton is  
now  a m em ber o f th e G overning Body of 
Jeh ovah ’s W itn esses.

It w as in  th e  first m onth  of special pio- 
n eer in g  th a t I stopped one even in g  to v isit  
A lbert H offm an. He w as th e regional, or 
trave lin g , overseer and w as stay in g  in  a 
tra iler  w ith  h is  w ife, Zola, across the street  
from  th e K ingdom  H all. D uring those De- 
p ression  years, w e o ften  traded literature  
for item s o f food. T hat day I had traded for 
a large basket o f pears, so I called on  
B roth er  H offm an and asked him  if  he  
w ould like to  have som e. He w as very  
pleased  and in v ited  m e in.

It w as about n in e  w hen he proceeded to  
te ll m e about th e  B ible H ouse (now  called  
B eth e l), th e  w orld headquarters of Jeho- 
vah ’s W itn e sse s  in  B rooklyn, N ew  York. 
F inally , h is  w ife  said: “Do you know w hat 
tim e it  is?  It is  4 :3 0 .” W e had talked all 
night! B efore g o in g  to  bed in  the a ttic  of 
th e  K ingdom  H all, I w rote a letter  asking  
for a B eth el application, and I w ent out 
im m ediately  and m ailed m y request.

Every day I kept th e m atter  before Jeho- 
vah in  prayer, and three m onths later I 
rejoiced in  receiv in g  m y letter  of invita-
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of a c ity  block. B u t by 1949 it  becam e  
n ecessary to build a n in e-sto ry  factory  and  
office build ing on th e  rem ain ing  h a lf of 
that c ity  block. T h is filled out th e block  
w ith  one large  fa c to ry  o f about 160 ,-  
000 square feet o f floor space.

It w as at th at tim e th a t I w as assign ed  
to  oversee th e con stru ction  work for the  
Society  here at headquarters. In Brooklyn  
we then  had only th e  one bu ild in g  for both  
office and factory operations and one resi- 
dence building. B u t now , 40 years later, we 
have over 10 b u ild in gs for factory and  
office operations and som e 20 resid en tia l 
build ings here in  B rooklyn alone!

In the early 1950’s, 
we tried to obtain the  
property ju st across  
the street to the north  
o f  o u r  117  A d a m s  
S tree t b u ild in g , but 
the owner would not 
accep t our offer. In 
fact, he was not open 
to  an y  n e g o t ia t io n ,  
sin ce he figured the  
S o c ie t y  w o u ld  p ay  
his h igh  price. So we 
turned our atten tion  
to  the block east o f our 

Adams S treet factory, ju st across Pearl 
Street. This was an area con sistin g  of eight 
separate parcels o f land. Each owner had 
to be dealt w ith separately, but Jehovah  
opened the way to obtain all e igh t properties 
in one year’s tim e at an average cost o f only  
$9 per square foot!

On th is  location th e S ociety  bu ilt its  
13-story factory building at 77 Sands Street 
in 1955 and 1956. This w as our second  
factory, and it more than doubled our floor 
space to some 350,000 square feet. However, 
since the organization w as grow ing rapidly, 
it was realized that we would soon need more 
space. So in 1958 we purchased the ex istin g

death  in  1977, I had th e  privilege o f work- 
in g  w ith  him  in  th e  b u sin ess  operations o f  
th e publish ing and con stru ction  activ ity  of 
th e  Society. H e had rem arkable m anage- 
m ent ability , and he a ss is ted  m e greatly  in  
fu lfilling m y assig n m en t.

Before Government Officials
D uring W orld W ar II, there w as a great 

shortage o f raw m ateria ls th a t we needed  
to carry on our pub lish in g  work. Therefore, 
I m ade several trips a year to W ashing- 
ton, D.C., to  m eet w ith  W ar Production  
Boards and w ith  S en ate com m ittees. I ap- 
pealed to them  for paper and other supplies, 
and Jehovah greatly  b lessed  th ese  efforts.

On one occasion I 
m ade m y p r e se n ta -  
t io n  b y  d is p la y in g  
variou s p a g es  from  
p r o m in e n t n e w sp a -  
pers th a t advertised  
n o n e s s e n t ia l  i te m s .
P o in tin g  to one fu ll- 
page a d v e r tise m e n t  
for a fur coat in  the  
principal N ew  York  
paper, I sa id : “T he  
am ount o f paper used  
for t h is  ad in  on e  
S u n d a y ’s e d it io n  is  
equal to  th e  to ta l ex tra  ton n age th a t we  
are req u estin g  for th e  en tire  year .”

“You have m ade your point w e ll,” one 
senator replied. A s a resu lt o f Jehovah’s 
b lessin g  on th ese  trips, w e never had to  
stop our presses during  th e  war because of  
running out o f  paper or other supplies. 
B ut, obviously, w e did not need th e tre- 
m endous supp lies o f paper th a t w e do to- 
day.

Expanded Factory Facilities
T w elve years before I cam e to  B ethel, 

th e S ociety  b u ilt it s  first e igh t-story  facto- 
ry a t 117 A dam s S treet, covering one half
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The factory after it was expanded in 1949
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B y 1969 w e w ere looking to  fu rth er  ex- 
pand our pub lish in g  fa c ilit ie s . B u t th e  
b usiness econom y w as good, so, as I called  
on every property ow ner in  th e area, not  
one w as in terested  in  sellin g .

D uring th is  tim e, I m ade a trip  to  N orth  
Carolina, w here th e paper m ill th a t  sup- 
plies our Bible paper is  located . There I 
happened to  m en tion  to one o f th e  m ill 
m en our need for property in  B rooklyn. B y  
chance th is  m an ’s brother w as a personal 
friend o f one of the ow ners o f th e  Squibb  
com plex o f bu ild in gs. He m ade th e  n eces-  
sary con tacts and then  inform ed m e th a t  
upon retu rn in g  to Brooklyn, I should  call 
th is  m an.

W hen I did, the m an confirm ed th a t  
Squibb w as considering, in  due tim e, se ll-  
in g  its  properties in  Brooklyn and m oving  
out of th e city . He said  th a t w hen th ey  
were ready, he would call us, and w e could  
n egotia te  a deal. A fter several m on th s th e  
call cam e, and I w as told th ey  w ere ready  
to  sell and th a t w e should com e to  th e ir  
office th e fo llow ing day.

B rother Knorr and I g o t tog eth er  and  
d eterm in ed  w h at price w e th o u g h t w e  
would pay. A t th e m eetin g  th e n ex t day, 
w e w ere told th e price w as n onn egotiab le . 
“W e w an t three m illion  dollars in  c a sh ,” 
they  said. W e tried  not to  look surprised , 
since th a t w as considerably low er than

In Our Next Issue
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factory on the corner of Prospect and Pearl 
and began u sin g  it for storage.

N ow  th e  on ly  area le ft  w here we could  
c o n n e c t  w ith  ou r o th e r  b u ild in g s  by  
bridges over th e  s tr e e ts  w as th e one to the  
north  th a t w e had earlier tried  to buy. W e 
realized  th a t th e  ow ner would likely still 
try  to  obta in  h is  ex cessiv ely  h igh  price if  
th e  W atch tow er S ociety  tried  to buy it. So 
w e asked  som eone e lse  in  th e rea l-estate  
b u sin ess  to  try  to buy it. He worked out a 
purchase price th a t w as considerably be- 
low  w h at w e had offered. N eed less to  say, 
th e  ow n er w as qu ite  explosive w hen he 
learn ed  th a t t it le  w as la ter  transferred  to 
th e  W atch tow er Society .

In  1966 and 1967, w e b u ilt on th is  
property  a ten -sto ry  factory w ith  226,- 
000  square fee t o f floor space. Now  w e had  
four c ity  blocks o f factory  b u ild in gs— all 
connected  by over-th e-street bridges. Lat- 
er, in  1983 and 1986, w e purchased tw o  
factory  b u ild in g s across s tr e e ts  to  the  
sou th , over w hich w e w ere able to  build a 
161-foot-lon g bridge th a t con n ects th ese  
b u ild in gs w ith  our other four factories. 
T h ese  s ix  connected  factories have 1,022,- 
000  square fee t o f floor space, or som e  
23 acres. In 1983 w e also  purchased the  
h u g e  1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 -sq u a re-fo o t b u ild in g  on  
Furm an S treet, on th e w aterfront a few  
blocks aw ay, w here our sh ipp ing  facilities  
are now  located .

Acquiring an Office Complex
A nother in terestin g  experience in  m y  

d ea lin g  w ith  rea l-esta te  purchases w as the  
Squibb P h arm aceu ticals com plex of ten  in- 
terconnected  bu ild in gs. Follow ing our pur- 
chase, four of th ese  w ere torn down, and a 
new  bu ild in g  w as u n ited  w ith  an ex istin g  
one to form  25 Colum bia H eigh ts, th e pres- 
en t world headquarters o f th e  W atch Tow- 
er S ociety . T his is  how  th e purchase o f th is  
property  cam e about.
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m orning. W hile w e d iscu ssed  th e  b est w ay  
to  p resen t our case before th e  Board of 
E stim ate, a tech n ica lity  surfaced th a t in- 
volved the C ity P lan n in g  C om m ission. A  
call w as m ade to  clarify  th e  m atter. Im m e- 
diately , th e  c ity  p lan n in g  com m issioner  
said he would com e dow n to handle th e  
situ ation  h im self. “S in ce  th ere  w ill be a 
great deal o f public objection to your ca se ,” 
he said , “I w ill volunteer to  represent the  
W atchtow er S ociety  before th e B oard .”

W e w ere naturally  deligh ted  w ith  h is  
offer. Now, th e procedure before th e  Board  
of E stim ate  is  th a t th ey  call o ff th e cases  
on their  calendar for th e  day, and i f  there  
are any objections to be heard, th en  the  
case is held over u n til th e afternoon. If 
there are no objections, th ey  decide on the  
case righ t away. Our case w as called early  
in  th e m orning, and th e  c ity  p lan n in g  com - 
m ission er got up and sa id  to  th e mayor: “I 
would like to speak on behalf o f th e W atch- 
tow er S o c iety .”

“You know it  is  not our procedure to  
allow d iscu ssion  w hen th e  m atter  is  first 
called up [ord inarily  d iscu ssio n  is  held  
over for th e a ftern o o n ],” th e  m ayor re- 
plied. “H owever, I know  you are very busy, 
C om m issioner, so I w ill m ake an exception  
and gran t your req u est.” The com m ission- 
er proceeded to  p resen t our case, and the  
Board o f E stim ate  voted  unan im ous ap- 
proval o f our request. A s w e w ere leav in g  
th e hearin g room, th e law yer for th e op- 
position  cam e ru n n in g  up th e  hall shout- 
ing: “I have an hour’s argum en t aga in st  
th is  ca se .” B u t he w as too late! W e just  
passed by, th an k in g  Jehovah for th e  vie- 
tory.

I m ust say  it  h as been a very rew arding  
privilege over th e years to  rep resen t th e  
S ociety  in  th ese  b u sin ess  m atters. A nd it  
has been a great joy to  w itn e ss  th e enor- 
m ous increase in  th e  w orldw ide preaching  
work th a t m ade th e  purchase o f all th ese

w hat we w ere prepared to  offer. N eedless  
to  say, th e purchase w as prom ptly made. 
A t th e tim e, w e had recen tly  com pleted the  
c o n str u c tio n  o f  our fo u r-m illio n -d o lla r  
new  factory, but w hen th e  Lord’s people 
learned o f our fu rth er financial needs, the  
funds w ere quickly available.

More Residence Buildings
D uring th e 1950’s, w e acquired proper- 

ty  across th e  s tree t  from  124 Colum bia 
H eigh ts and in  1959 and 1960 put up a 
large new  residence build ing. B u t since  
1965 it  has been m ore d ifficult to  build new  
residences. That year th e  governm ent des- 
ignated  the area w here B eth e l is  located a 
historic landm ark area. T h is has resu lt-  
ed in  trem endous restr ic tio n s on build- 
in g  con stru ction  and renovation . H owever, 
w ith  Jehovah’s help  w e have alw ays been  
able to provide for our needs.

In 1967, for exam ple, w e applied for a 
six -story  resid en tia l b u ild in g  at 119 Co- 
lum bia H eigh ts. B ecau se  o f th e landm arks 
ruling, w e had already reduced our origi- 
nally  proposed 12 sto r ies  to  6. The local 
au th orities, how ever, w ere now  try in g  to  
m ake us cut off a t lea st another floor.

In June, I con tacted  th e  Brooklyn bor- 
ough president, who sa id  th a t i f  we could  
g et the fou n d ation s in  before th e  Septem - 
her m eetin g  o f th e Board o f E stim ate, the  
top c ity  govern m en t board, he would try  to  
m ain ta in  our b u ild in g  a t six  floors. Our 
con stru ction  organ ization  w en t in to  h igh  
gear, and w e w ere able to  pour the founda- 
tion s by Septem ber.

The borough p resid en t called m e th e  day  
before our case w as to  be heard publicly. 
He requested  u s to  be at C ity Hall tw o  
hours before th e  Board o f E stim a te  opened  
it s  public m eetin g  and to  m eet w ith  him  
backstage. So B rother K norr and Brother  
S uiter, our secretary-treasurer, and I ap- 
peared a t C ity Hall very early th e n ext
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com e to  B eth el in  1951. W e 
have treasured  very m uch  
th e  helpfu l com p an ion sh ip  
w e h a v e  p r o v id e d  e a c h  
other.

E arly  in  our m a rr ia g e , 
H elen  con tracted  m u ltip le  
s c le r o s is ,  a n d  in  r e c e n t  
years th e d isea se  h as be- 
com e m ore advanced. B u t  
w ith  th e aid o f a w alker and  
a battery-pow ered cart, she  

is able to  g e t around w ell. She has con- 
tinued  to  m ain ta in  a w onderfu l, joyfu l 
spirit and shares in  work a t B eth e l each  
day, serv in g  in  th e  office o f th e  B eth e l 
Home.

D uring our early, grow ing-up  years, m y  
sister  Jean  and I w ere very close and did  
th in gs together. H ence, she w as alw ays  
determ ined to follow m e, and in  1943 she  
w as invited  to B ethel. In 1952 she and  
R ussell Mock w ere m arried, and th ey  both  

serve here side by side w ith  us as 
m em bers o f th e B eth el fam ily .

I firm ly believe th a t B eth el 
is  th e b est place on earth  

th is  s id e  o f  th e  co m in g  
earth ly  Paradise. I have  

n ev er  r e g r e tte d  for  a 
se c o n d  h a v in g  m ad e  
fu ll- t im e  se r v ic e  m y  
life tim e career. W hat 
a joy it  has been to  
w itn ess  and to have  
shared in  th e  grea t  
grow th o f Jeh ovah ’s 
earth ly  organization! 
It is  m y determ in a-  
tio n , w ith  J eh ovah ’s 
h e lp , to  c o n tin u e  to  

m ake B eth el m y hom e 
and apply m y se lf  whole- 

souled to  th e  advancing  
of K ingdom  in terests .

I  firm ly  
believe that 
Bethel is the 
best place on 
earth this side 
o f  the com ing 
earthly 
P aradise”

b u ild in gs n ecessary . A  great 
help in  carin g  for th ese  busi- 
n ess  m a tters  w as m y b ein g  
m ade vice presid en t o f the  
W atch tow er B ible and Tract 
S ociety  o f N ew  York, Inc., 
on Jan u ary 1, 1977.

Happy in Bethel Service
S in ce  I first arrived  at 

B eth e l in  1939, th e B eth -  
el fam ily  has grow n from  
about 185 to over 2 ,800  regular m em bers 
in  B rooklyn and m ore th an  900 at W atch- 
tow er Farm s! O ften I have been asked: 
“W h at helped you sta y  a t B eth el th ese  50 
y ea rs? ” M y answ er bas alw ays been: “I 
have never th ou gh t o f an y th in g  else but 
B eth el serv ice .”

A lso , th e  application  for B eth el service  
th a t I filled out and sign ed  asked: “Do you  
agree to s ta y  a t B eth e l u n til th e  Lord takes  
you aw ay?” H e h as not tak en  m e away, so 
I am  still here en joyin g  service to  
Jeh ovah . From  th e  day o f m y 
ded ication , I have been deter- 
m ined to  m ake fu ll-tim e ser- 
v ice  m y life tim e career.

D u ring  m y early years  
a t B eth e l, th e  arrange  
m e n ts  d id  n o t  a llo w  
for m arriage, so, like  
m a n y  o th ers, I con-  
t e n te d  m y s e lf  w ith  
s in g le n e ss  and B eth -  
el serv ice. H ow ever, 
w h en  th e  p o licy  o f  
t h e  B e t h e l  f a m i l y  
ch an ged , p e r m ittin g  
m a rria g e, I m arried  
H elen  L apshanski on  
A pril 7, 1956. She had

Our wedding day



Revolting sexual mores
Ancient and Modem

tudes, th e w riters declared: “Out o f pro- 
portion to  their individual contributions, 
[these m edics] have had an aston ish in g  
im pact on society  and all its  in stitu tio n s. 
Rather than  owe gratitu d e to  th ese  entre-  
preneurs o f sexuality , w e need to d im inish  
their influence by prom oting a sane and 
balanced position  w ith  regard to  sexual 
behavior and public health  protection .

“The un leash in g  o f th e fu ll fury of the  
sexual revolution has not y e t produced any  
m easurable benefits to  th e  country as a 
w hole— u n less w e th in k  in  term s o f m one- 
tary gain . B ut w ith  its  em phasis on sex  as 
a recreation and a spectator sport, th e rev- 
o lu tio n  h as produced  a h o s t  o f  prob- 
lem s th at threaten  us w ith  social chaos 
— venereal d isease for one. VD is not a new  
scourge, but it has now  becom e a plague, 
g iv in g  rise to  new  stra in s o f exotic bacteria  
and virus-like agen ts. G enital herpes, in- 
curable in  adults, has caused in fan t deaths  
from m en ingoencephalitis. AIDS . . . has 
found its  way in to  th e  m ainstream  of our 
society  and in to  the bloodstream s o f in- 
n ocen t v ictim s v ia  con tam in ated  donor  
blood.”

T hese w riters come to th e conclusion: 
“The m ounting evidence in d ictin g  th e lead- 
ers o f the sexual revolution  is  im pressive. 
They prom ised joy, liberation , and good 
health. They’ve delivered m isery, d isease, 
and even d eath .” The B ible m akes clear 
where such leaders stand . For exam ple, 
1 C orinthians 6 :9 ,1 0  sta tes: “W hat! Do you  
not know th at unrighteou s persons w ill not  
inherit God’s kingdom ? Do n ot be m isled . 
N eith er  fo rn ica to rs, nor id o la ters , nor  
adulterers, nor m en kept for unn atu ral 
purposes, nor m en who lie  w ith  m e n . . .  w ill 
inherit God’s k ingdom .”— See also Jude 7.

HOW d etestab le  w as the worship of 
M olech, one o f th e  M oabite gods?  
Paolo M an tegazza  w rites  in  h is  

book The Sexual R elation s o f M ankind  that  
th e M oabites of B ible tim es perform ed  
obscene sexual acts “in  chorus, as they  
danced about the in can d escen t sta tu e  of 
M oloch, a fter the seven  bronze m ouths of 
th e god had devoured th e offerings of the  
fa ith fu l, offerings w hich con sisted  o f flour, 
turtle-doves, lam bkins, ram s, calves, bulls, 
and young la d s.” He adds: “A ny one who 
has read the Bible m u st rem em ber th e  ter- 
rible curses hurled by M oses at those He- 
brews who fornicated  w ith  Moloch. Baal- 
Phegor, too, or B elphegor [B aal o f Peor], 
who w as th e  favorite  d iv in ity  o f th e M [i]d- 
ian ites, w as received w ith  a fanatic enthu- 
siasm  by th e  Jew s, and h is  cult w as not less  
obscene th an  th e  r ite s  o f M oloch.”— L evit- 
icus 18:21, New W orld T ran slation  Refer- 
ence Bible, footnote; 20:2-5; Num bers 25: 
1-5; Jerem iah 32:35.

The “fanatic  en th u sia sm ” o f those Jew s  
finds a parallel today in  th e “new  m orality” 
that surfaced, particularly in  the U n ited  
S tates and other lands o f C hristendom , in  
the 1960’s.

In a ssess in g  th e  long-term  effects o f th at  
sexual revolution , Drs. A lexandra and Ver- 
non H. Mark, coauthors o f the book The 
Pied P ipers o f Sex, presented  their v iew s  
in the “Speaking O ut” section  o f M edical 
W orld News, H ouston, Texas, U .S .A . In 
1985 they  wrote:

“Over th e la st 25 years, society  has w it- 
n essed  a dram atic change in  sexual m ores.
. . . This overturn ing  o f trad itional moral- 
ity  has been called a sexual revolu tion .” 
A fter nam in g th e m edical professionals re- 
sponsible for th is  change in  sexual a tti-
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You Can 
Live Forever 
in Paradise 
on Earth

B etter World
While visiting Montreal in July 1985, Gilles Le Sieur 

inadvertently left his briefcase on a subway train. The 
day after he returned home, some 160 miles from 
Montreal, he received a phone call from a young 
woman who had found the case. Gilles and his wife 
returned to Montreal to retrieve it. When they did, they 
gave a copy of the book You Can Live Forever in 
Paradise on Earth to the young woman. About two 
weeks later, they received an appreciative letter from 
her, which says in part:

“I do not know who of us rendered the greater 
service to the other last week. Even though I expected 
nothing in return, I was impressed by the gratitude you 
showed me. I particularly appreciated the fact that you 
wanted to share with me the source of your happiness. 
. . .  I have already finished reading the book you gave 
me, and at the time of your reading this letter, one of 
my friends will be reading it. You were right about the 
benefits this book brings. Not only did it give me the 
hope of a better world but it answered many questions 
my religion has never answered. . . .  I have now 
resumed Bible reading with the desire to lead a better 
life.״

This young woman continued her study of the Bible 
and, in time, became a full-time minister of the good 
things that she had learned.


