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Insight on the News

A House Divided

Jesus said that “if a house be-
comes divided against itself,” it
cannot stand. (Mark 3:25) This
is how the United Church of Can-
ada, that nation’s largest Protes-
tant church, finds itself over the
issue of homosexuality and ordi-
nation of gay men and women.

A resolution adopted by the
32nd General Council of the
United Church of Canada permits
practicing homosexuals to func-
tion as clergymen. According to
The Globe and Mail, a Canadian
newspaper, the resolution states
that regardless of their sexual
orientation, any “who profess
faith in Jesus Christ and obedi-
ence to Him are welcome to be
or become full members of the
Church,” and “all members of the
Church are eligible to be con-
sidered for ordered ministry.” A
125-page United Church report
says: “There are avariety of sex-
ual orientations: homosexual, bi-
sexual, heterosexual. These
ought to be seen as natural and
as a gift from God.”

Commenting on the church’s
decision to accept homosexu-
als as clergymen, the Globe ex-
plains that “the overriding issue
was the church’s survival.” Since
1972, reports reveal, the church
has been steadily losing mem-
bership and is in financial trou-
ble. The reason? Clergyman
John Tweedie cites “an ongoing
exodus from the church as peo-
ple see it drifting away from its
Christian roots.” “Hence,” re-
ports The Post of Canada, “their
acceptance of such things as
homosexuality, sex outside the
marriage bond, abortion on de-
mand, and dissoluble marriages
is an overture to a younger gen-
eration.”

However, does obedience to
Christ allow for a compromise
of Bible principles? On the con-
trary, God's Word is clear: “Do
not fool yourselves; people who
are immoral... homosexual per-
verts ... none of these will pos-
sess God’s Kingdom.”— 1 Corin-
thians 6:9, 10, Today's English
Version.

Using the Rod

“Spare the Rod, but Note the
Consequences” was the title of
an article appearing in The Natal
Mercury, a South African news-
paper, lamenting the modern
trend of holding back physical
punishment from children at
home and in school. Who is re-
sponsible for this changed atti-
tude toward spanking? Profes-
sor Smythe, a pediatrician at the
University of Natal, South Africa,
places the blame squarely on
child psychologists. “Usually on
delving into the roots of an emo-
tional issue,” Smythe explains,
“one finds the change in attitude
starting with psychological dog-
ma. At first violently opposed
to any form of physical punish-
ment, then appalled by the con-
sequences of the indiscipline
resulting from a creed of no frus-
trations and no inhibitions.”

Smythe advocates a balance.
“Extremes of permissiveness
are as bad as extremes of pun-
ishment,” he notes, “but the fact
that remediation is easier with
the overdisciplined than the un-
derdisciplined child favors lean-
ing on the side of discipline when
in doubt.” The professor empha-
sizes that the motive for giving
physical punishment should be
loving concern for the child’'s
present and future welfare.

Such advice is not new but a

return to the infallible Biblical
guidance: “The one holding back
his rod is hating his son, but the
one loving him is he that does
look for him with discipline.”

— Proverbs 13:24; see also
Proverbs 23:13, 14.
Gambling Not

Sinful?

A Roman Catholic parish re-
cently became the first religious
institution in Wisconsin, U.S.A.,
to apply for a permit to sell lot-
tery tickets, reports The She-
boygan Press. While the sales
are described as an effort to
“augment” weekly collections,
the Press notes that the main
reason behind the proposed sell-
ing of lottery tickets “is to in-
crease attendance at its bingo
games.” The church is report-
ed already to be operating bingo
games with profits that “range
from $800 to $1,000” nightly.

When asked if gambling is
really sinful, parish priest Rob-
ert Fleishman replied: “I don't
know.” While conceding that the
church’s promotion of bingo or
the sale of lottery tickets “is per-
haps a little out of context with
our overall spiritual calling,” he
added that “if they don’t come
here, they’ll go elsewhere” to
spend their money.

Should a religious leader who
claims to be a follower of Christ
promote gambling? Hardly! Gam-
bling in any form appeals to one
of the worst qualities in humans
— greed. Those who promote it
encourage people to believe that
it is right to profit from the loss-
es of others. Yet, God’s inspired
Word flatly states that greedy
persons will not inherit God’s
Kingdom.— 1 Corinthians 6:9,
10; Ephesians 4:19; 5:3.
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Je S U S’ Ministry

Entertained by a Prominent Pharisee

prominent Pharisee, where he has

just healed a man suffering from
dropsy. Now, as Jesus observes fellow
guests choosing prominent places at
the meal, he teaches a lesson in humil-
ity.

“When you are invited by someone to
a marriage feast,” Jesus counsels, “do
not lie down in the most prominent
place. Perhaps someone more distin-
guished than you may at the time have
been invited by him, and he that invited
you and him will come and say to you,
‘Let this man have the place.” And then
you will start off with shame to occupy
the lowest place.”

So Jesus advises: “When you are in-
vited, go and recline in the lowest place,
that when the man that has invited you
comes he will say to you, ‘Friend, go on
up higher.” Then you will have honor in
front of all your fellow guests.” Em-
phasizing the lesson, Jesus con-
cludes: “For everyone that ex-
alts himself will be humbled
and he that humbles him-
self will be exalted.”

Next, Jesus address-
es the Pharisee who
invited him and de-
scribes how to pro-
vide a dinner having
real merit with God.

“When you spread
a dinner or evening
meal, do not call your
friends or your broth-
ers or your relatives
or rich neighbors. Per-
haps sometime they

JESUS is a guest in the home of a

8 THE WATCHTOWER-DECEMBER 15, 1988

might also invite you in return and it
would become a repayment to you. But
when you spread a feast, invite poor
people, crippled, lame, blind; and you
will be happy, because they have noth-
ing with which to repay you.”

Providing such a meal for the unfor-
tunate will bring happiness to the pro-
vider of it because as Jesus explains to
his host: “You will be repaid in the res-
urrection of the righteous ones.” Jesus’
description of this meritorious meal
calls to the mind of a fellow guest an-
other kind of meal. “Happy is he who
eats bread in the kingdom of God,” this
guest says. Yet, not all properly prize
that happy prospect, as Jesus goes on
to show by an illustration.

“A certain man was spreading a grand
evening meal, and he invited many. And
he sent his slave out ... to say to the
invited ones, ‘Come, because things are



now ready.” But they all in common
started to beg off. The first said to him,
‘I bought a field and need to go out and
see it; | ask you, Have me excused.’ And
another said, ‘I bought five yoke of cat-
tle and am going to examine them; | ask
you, Have me excused.’ Still another
said, ‘l just married a wife and for this
reason | cannot come.””

What lame excuses! A field or live-
stock are normally examined before
they are bought, so no real urgency
exists to look at them afterward. Simi-
larly, a person’s marriage should not
prevent him from accepting such an im-
portant invitation. So on hearing about
these excuses, the master becomes an-
gry and commands his slave:

“Go out quickly into the broad ways
and the lanes of the city, and bring in
here the poor and crippled and blind
and lame.’ In time the slave said, ‘Mas-
ter, what you ordered has been done,
and yet there is room.” And the master

said to the slave, ‘Go out
into the roads and
the fenced-in places,
and compel them to
come in, that my
house may be
filled. . . . None of
those men that

were invited shall have a taste of my
evening meal.””

What situation is described by the
illustration? Well, “the master” providing
the meal represents Jehovah God; “the
slave” extending the invitation, Jesus
Christ; and the “grand evening meal,”
the opportunities to be in line for the
Kingdom of the heavens.

Those first to receive the invitation
to come in line for the Kingdom were,
above all others, the Jewish religious
leaders of Jesus’ day. However, they
rejected the invitation. Thus, beginning
particularly at Pentecost 33 C.E., a sec-
ond invitation was extended to the de-
spised and lowly ones of the Jewish
nation. But not enough responded to fill
the 144,000 places in God’s heavenly
Kingdom. So in 36 C.E., three and a half
years later, the third and final invitation
was extended to uncircumcised non-
Jews, and the gathering of such ones
continued into the 20th century.  Luke
14:1-24.

+ What lesson in humility does Jesus teach?

+ How can a host provide a meal having merit
with God, and why will it bring him happiness?

+ Why are the excuses of the invited guests
lame?

+ What is represented by Jesus’ illustration of
the “grand evening meal™?
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sus?tands noc mg at the door a
elcome an en °¥§£ 0l
Ry
Wofk gioud e, Ao
GodsThr eaScroII
th second vrsr John sees Je-
hOYcaen qionous cegersstraamlrone n(gur mag
Redor 888% four u% hosgs oF
ag ? rrecte nstran con-
rors, ow sou sthrnn Is thelr song of
alse: “You. are wor eoa even~our
% 0 receBrethegoVEand ghﬂn r.and
te OWer, because™you. create
ecause 3 WH| %:ey exrs"ed a%

'Eaatea 't%?h?ﬁevveﬁ“ﬁto‘h%arhwﬁ Dt

ere cree ovah nds:a scr
oo en lon.of t he rb
amb who

mggaour(’ﬁ%r?e mqe er cre tion rﬂseg
q% J T —Revelaton
ow tor the third Vlfjorﬂ The La hat

aeeds to oge[n the Fs‘cro Iseven seals
0 we see? Hirst, the newly crowned Jesus

7. What praises are sung in the second vision, and
how do you react?

8. What do we see in Revelation’s third vision, and
how does It relate to our day?
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rides forth in the heavens on a white harse,
depre Ing righteous warfare, Next, terre
|er1r Orse en uI eearthr tota
warfare en co es the rsea
ing and errttep r 0 I|ence,
rlr er |s a & Ws
eunhm‘ onso |ct|ms this
h(swrt stress that str

and at survvrn

sherso t enﬁratro We remem er,

0se orsemen on

ﬁpde Qde%trt]h theo enrn dg r
e wrath of Je eh%

g
%Kﬁ&/eﬁﬁlonl ﬂﬁ; hO IS& eto sta

ation

et

Those ‘Able to Stand”

The tour sron foLds sh wrn
ersF Ie od'sWrath, and w 3/
ur wrnds 0 de truett
teear at the ea ng 0 n%
srae
tertese thtns the |nto

eco
sion_ Oglah
an awe n]pn %ﬁanorama
Crowg, W nwasa {0 nF
outo nat| NS an trrbsa e
ton sstan In % Boet e thr
ore the nt ressed |n g
zn ere \vere palm branches I t errhan
eg on ¢ mg Wrt a ogd VIOICE,
sa|n 4 We W gour od, who |§
ons to the La
Iesvel(a d(r)d 0 YU See Yourselt in
P 93 attendance orldw eat the
%8” servzinic(eé) esu ?h Was
these, 27,006 partoo n}]
DTS 58 PAH, e femaining ones 0 gt
|n that same Vear, tﬁe |8ent|ty otE rh)d great
9 Wh>at thrilling disclosure is made in the fourth
hat parson of the e |I
regn} }N% nCiinslcgn (% qtd)ed onrtnno@v
INVo ves each dd us, and why?

ee[po
K
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ol e e

gﬁd%f%dise eaqﬁ also exerc af]hrn sus’
they come toteﬁova ‘[d dzedd-

t|o mitte tism, and serve

dt“ p ) Pl 8t.o° R
on enda Was
rta ers. |nd|cates
ons oda |t rareo reat or w
or |nteres ecomrngo atn
Wi etos n as
durt 1 gr ewrgtrtstf eho
tft]ﬁesteps tot at en ev adon L?

rumpetlng God’sJudgments
]]h e seventh seal |s ne | Into view
flas sthe d |sroni eatton Seven
ange s stand before God. They are give
i e
B\/dp d ovaqs esrnce 185
|rs an ounc Ments upon

e P
i S b

dse om’s part 0 [{WG g al
tdeyt i e en?

o |
[ °graen
%/’d%vdd(d %rs erigmgffge ? refs of

0 a |ctur

el, ne taﬁp mi n, anno nc
frat £ et ee trum et getdtoc me

Imeanth I0e, 0e fo %e weI Ing

on the 6?{ eve1 fion Z
an]geei

%2%8 jw his trumpﬁ
%tﬂr QJ SUS—0 JﬁnSt
smo yptto e ahyss, and a horde of locusts
i AT A e 0

oen the pit of the ghyss,
mode times h %Pd ustgl stung the

¢l ergy

as a swarm of



swarms forth Stnkrn% this deéprcts Jesus
releasing God’s anointed witnesses from in-
actrvrt in 1919, With divine auihorlty, these
evastate the pastures of the cerg EXPOS
% errfase teac mPs nd hﬁp rlsv five
s—t e normal life stI)a ocust,
T IS fon irms th tt e genera lon ofmodern
usts “w NS pass awa

N eh vah a hns wnlfhavecom e
F Jeﬂ]gtrt% eratpﬁng a rti 0,thousa ! uts%f[;te ﬂ

ops of Bible- baseg I%ub?rcatroq Wi
{ gmth messages that sting like scorpio
allS, John comments: “The ong woe IS past.
Look! Two more woes are comrnﬂ after these
thrnq_s —Revelation 9:1-12: Matthew 24:34;
BThe srxth trumlpet sounds mtroducrng
t e second ?ur angels are release
rom the vrcrnr uphrates Rrver
R |turrng the reIease n1919 of Gods
one Witn sses from Ba yonr captrvr
gy ave been reRare f at ird
f the "'making known t]at hristen-
omscerg are dead rom Je

ovahsvreW
oint. But g eee t0 exp Htrs
Itness work, and Je ovda m | est 5y
rrngrn magreat crow owwor er
e anain %d WItnesses and these ege[
c a e ort together FS the mnumer e
cavalry,. ‘two myriads o v sTerra
thority’ mtherrmouths that they s e
tomea“’sd et MesAea 3l e feopies
eave behind them Bible literature proclai
Behind nem B et i i

|n$ ast aB proach mg ag of v ngeance
evelation 9:13-21; ACts 2
UNow the sixth vision unfolds We behold

l hoa prcwredb he ou thata
d r(org vrcnrt rat ver an
wor o vN are emyrra

cava o s Jt t e|r authorrty IS
herr mouth san thelr ars

14 a W 0ls eStron an esrxt vrsron
F oes doan hat 15, ted
Ey t[t(hre ttes%r stastrng as nhoney’ an yet

‘stronF angel,” evidently the Lord Jesus in
aspecial'role” He has a littfe scroll |n h|s hand
Vorces and th%nders are he étrd and then the
ﬂ swears our Gran Creator: “There
g be no d nv onger but In the da g
te%oun |n fhesvent ane W g
he |sa?ut to Dlow his téump% esacre
%ecrt” 1S Indeed roug
inisn.”J hnrstold {0 take the I|ttIes roIIand
eat’t [n his grout |t IS “sweet as.h oneg/ IJ A
B? e Krn? OM Mmessage, vvrth its promised
essrn?so Fnew eaven and a new earth,
1550 delectable to the anornted John class and
Its companions today. But

contrast the
commrssron 0 de%Iare od of ven-
g nce With regard to ﬁd esad7

lOTJ(])r

somet(tngsugs ggh Take courdge, thou
stron ?n %al that Jehovan Vﬂr YO\{]I eﬁe
IS X

eddstrengt as you [Proc
of vengeance.—Revelatio
1John54; Isaiah 40:29-31; 61.1, 2

The Seventh Trumpet
and the Third Wo

rﬂ foretelling the enemy’s attempt in
1918 to il God’s Wﬂpesses, ant{ Iafter de-
scnbrng

ow re]marka ‘sprrrto erm
revived them in 1 grve a
wrtrLess JohR thes “The secon wou past
I The t |r Woe | comrng qurc y In
what way? The record continues,
seventh nael blew his trum Aoet Sot et |r
woe IS lin eét With the sou drng of thatAast
Humget An hsterh oud(vorce ceurre r(]
VEn saylnﬁ e Kin ? tewor
gmfe e kingdon of our Lor Jeho
eL his Chns and he \(rvrll rule (a
orever and ev% This 1s God’s Kingdom
ChnstJesua owrth his 1440? int her
rln[g; 0d’s sacred secret to a finjsh, vind h
catinig the eternal sovereignty of Jehova

él% ;,c)ethad ens hen tI] third woe is an-

event ows his trumpet?
at way IS the &nﬁgdom procfamatr na
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CHAPTERS AND VERSES OF EACH VISION: O 11TH VISION 17:1-18

O 1ST VISION 1:10-3:22 O 6TH VISION 10:1-11:19 O 12TH VISION 18:1-19:10
O 2ND VISION 4:1-5:14 O 7TH VISION 12:1-17 O 13TH VISION 19:11-21

0O 3RD VISION 6:1-17 O 8TH VISION 13:1-18 O 14TH VISION 20:1-10

O 4TH VISION 7:1-17 O 9TH VISION 14:1-20 O 15TH VISION 20:11-21:8
O 5TH VISION 8:1-9:21 O 10TH VISION 15:1-16:21 O 16TH VISION 21:9-22:5

God, the Almtgh f/ IS this Klngdom procla-
mation a Woe 0 t e Wicke For It
shows how God will “bring to ruin those
ruining the earth.”—Revelation 11:1-19,
BThe se] venth V|5|on now flashes into
view! See, there, God's dutiful heavenly or a
nization, hIS Woman e ispregnantan
gon 0, give birth toalon§ -aWaited Chlld
For the first time—but not the last—In Rev-
elation, a fiery-colored dragon “the original
ser ent. the one called Devil and Satan, Wwho
isleading the entire inhabited earth” a
Pears oised to devour the child at birth, Te
oretold “enmity between '[the serpent and
the woman” nfoves toward a showdown!
The woman |ves birth to a son, a male.”
w 01Is |mme diately caught away to God’s
throne. —Revelatto 12:1%6, 9; Génesis 315
Daniel 2:44: 7.
TThis 1s the man -child Kingdom, estab-
||shed |n the heavens In the |stor|c geat
ﬁ Christ Jesus, is asoc
|\/|IC ae VK Ich means Who fslalljeGo
answers that question wit out] ay (Ywar
rm Wlt Satan an hurmgt at old dragon
hjs demons down to" the earth. mce
]h14 It has been “woe for the earth and for
the seaabencausr% a?ean)eevrl hﬁ% come ﬁgvxgst%
Vi wi
ghort perlo% %f time. / S0 this WOg reflected
In the'sorry condition of mankind today, is

16, What d>ramat|c disclosures are made in the sev-

e th
Who IS M how has he lived up to

h
0 e T R
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Jehovah’s

out th

Godswo anl organization— tose of the

144000 still

vah' saw to It tha

system of thmp ?wallowe up that flood.
ath

R
ome he? Nine VISIO
these WI|| tell us'—Haba

not to t%e confused W|th the hrge Woes "that
Jehova
them.—Revelation 12

brings. on t e WIC i judging

B The Devil has tned to make woe also for
OY(?I slaves OR earth. B fore ﬁnd

A T U

(11 ersecotlofn i an effort to rown
ork of “the. remaining ones” of

se vm amon man Ind, Jeho-

teert Satans own

owever a wrathtul Satan is still bent on
Pa war against J hovans Wltnesses
eve t|on 12. 317?1W atwill the final out
e(yet to come, and

G e sy

the remaining visions revea

QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW

0O How did Jehovah use angels with regard
to the book of Revelation?

O How should Jesus’ messages to the seven
congregations affect us?

O What has resulted from the blowing of
the seven trumpets?

O What is depicted by the swarm of
locusts and the innumerable cavalry?

O Why is the birth of God’s Kingdom
linked to “the third woe”?



THE 15 APOCALYPTIC VISIONS—SOME HIGHLIGHTS

FTlJesus, in midst of seven
congregational lampstands,
sends loving messages
through seven stars, the
anointed overseers

mBefore Jehovah'’s celestial
throne the victorious Lamb
receives a scroll of
judgment messages

H 1 Christ Jesus rides forth to
the conquest, as other
horsemen afflict mankind
and God’s day of wrath
approaches

|T]I As angels hold back the
great tribulation, gathering
of the 144,000 and of the
great crowd is completed



[7]Ange|s trumpet forth judgment messages, and
Jehovah’s Witnesses swarm forth like locusts in
exposing false religion

[6] At the blowing of the seventh
trumpet, God’s “witnesses” are revived
to announce the incoming Kingdom of
Jehovah and his Christ

[*"Following the birth of the Kingdom
in 1914, Christ hurls Satan and his
demons down to the earth

[7]Two wild beasts appear, and the
second political beast breathes life into
an image of the first, the un combine



(Wntf-m m m

[9] Those of mankind who “fear God and give him
glory” are reaped for everlasting life, others for
destruction

1101 The pouring out of seven bowls of God’s anger
culminates in the execution of all who are
motivated by Satan’s polluted “air”

ﬂ_[]The great harlot, false religion, is unseated from
the political “beast,” which then devastates her

1121Following the destruction of Babylon the Great,
preparations are finalized for the marriage of the
Lamb and his bride, the 144,000

10



fI3] After the great harlot’s demise, Jesus
leads the heavenly armies in destroying
the rest of Satan’s earthly system

1141 The abyssing of Satan opens the way
for the Thousand Year Reign of Christ
and his bride, the 144,000

[15] Under the “new heaven” of Christ
Jesus and his bride, the “new earth”
society of mankind will enjoy untold
blessings from Jehovah

jl6] God'’s provisions of healing and life
for mankind flow forth through the



“Fear God and Give Him Glory”

“Fear God and give him glory.”—REVELATION 147.

I-‘10M SHOULD WE FEAR? Surelg not chorrty hestowed on it b)hSatan It blas-
e fiery-re drago Satan, an Ias dr{rme (es Jehovan, % ling His servants as
hosts ofd mons| % rist Je us h red th a Ieo ard, a bear,”or a lion; II Its

out of heaven f 0 awing t fe utg rity 1S em orar being derrve fom

In 19}4 But the visjons o H om it"closel rese

revea tﬂe or anrﬁatro trhat 1atan ses here anr ad earlier de-

on eart IS last-clitch effort to thwart scrrbed ea th olrtrca goverrhments as
the governm

God ’spurposes Prominent | (}hrs picturiza-  peasts, .an nts emse Vs
trog are two ferocious Y)v basts and }ave 0ften c\aosen creature% of t e wild a]qs
3 ranken rosfutute Bﬁ Great., eir natrona symbols, suc rtis
S d we De a %rd of t % Far fr%(n rtl 8'} rN Aherrﬁan eagle Dame 8:5-8,
ﬁt er, We shoul fear Je ovah acomgosrte
Christ, whose om as now rou al POwers o

east, emgraCI %‘ iItC
e el B L

“heads” %ong ese ave een Eprg
sm ayon edo-Persia, rec
asphemous Beasts lastly”the n%oAmerrcan ual orId
2As the e| hth vision of Revelation un- Power evelatro
folds, a wild eas rises from the turbulen During ehword war ?J 1914-18,
sea 0f humar}] J t has seven Pea s an Great Brrtarn as the seventh world power,
ten horns with ten diadems, signitying rega
Hovy drd neru‘],ge e sof he wild heast
fl. Whom should we fear, and what should we not aes the. two-
f r" bt Qr A
\2/|5|\é\{]ha§n\glwr|g€ %ng{p?gpﬁggnt’;ew in the EIghth IfS'[ Wi J Sbeast an nr icance 0 the name?



[)ecervfed a “sword-stroke” that cofuld have
een a] But the United Stateso Americ
came to ner rescue. Srngthen Jnfrcaar]
Britain hﬁve co%perate as a dual wor
Bvo er, which John %oes on to desorrbe asa

estgahshed%hrnta,\rlrosogrrgts g e e rtH Thrs
two-horned east takes the lead rnj aking

an rm ge to the tirst wil beast an eah
% ernto It portra rnge how the Ang
erican World Power became chre son
Sor.an Irfg giver both to the ea%re 0
Natjons aH 10 its 3%%33% he
Nations. T e first wild beast asanum
Bame 600. SIX IS, an rmper ect num
er—short of the Brblrcajly erfect seven—
S0 tha SIX to the. thir e srrgl%ests tr\
woeful Imperfection of today’s human ru
ers. Though Jehovah's Wi nesses respect
ﬂ]overnme t and are. exem h In obe rn
e laws of the and in whi ht ey R/e ea/
courageougly. refuse to vYors Ip”“the wi

beast™ or Its'image.—Revelation” 13:3-18; Ro-
mans 13:1-7.

Fear God— Wh

or
In refres ing contrast, the
cuses on the Lamb. He st
%ron ith the 144,000 that
rom mon manking.
tes str serve on earth, Ha prrrtua
sense aI 4,000 have aPproac a Mount
Zlop and eavenly% usalem.” (Hebrews
12 22?7 Ag%roprrateg 24 elders are a o
seen re God’s throne, for the
et I e, naimef i o 4 e
stallldas In sand rrestsyThe 44 00 are
sin ng anwson Jt stems from th
unr experience | grnn% ought romt
to tecome Kingdo

t vrsron

e
Wl |

the present, eno r?n of those t%easts'
nd

eart elrs. The great

ads, throne
eteen the ‘new so
hew song sung

Ej%gri é\/hgo ar(e ﬁeng[%tandrn 08¥ tn ﬂeatlderdl

un&% t eWe dirte- g

Cro
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crowd also ‘tsrn% to Jehovah, a new song
nt this differs In that they fsrn gros f

attarn n% to everastrng lite In the earth
realm of the Kingdom.—Revelation. 7:9: 14
1-5; Psalm 9611 Matthew 25:31-34.

5T he vision now. expands. John sees n-
fg nr%; P ng rnnﬁ)dheaven And W at
a tr gsh as tq proclaim! It is Fvetr a?
ggoo news, for It means eternal life OJ
out o ever natron an trr e an
tonue ewooe d In this
our of rsf é)ment In co ast with te
ru some b as Just
crl ed nott rs marvelto]us God

e WOrs es adore
who crea}% d heaven a eart% He 1s tH

Source everhn 0. that exists, animate
a Hanrmate ere’is strong . reason, then,
or the angel to commandin stentorrﬁ
tones: “Fear God and Give Him Glory™ T
vol e of the angel Is heard around the earth
and Jehovah's Witnesses echo his rou?rng
Invitation to all mankind i some |%OO
q_%aq_es—Reve ation 146, 7 lsaiah 45:11

thGreat |Babylon S]!:atlll d d
nother angel appears. Startling_indee
Ptemessa gt] ph)e proc%anr 4 h ih
aIIen Bla nteGrethﬁ a n, she who
aea the atrorfr rn ewr[re of
naer of nrcatron Rev%atron
145;) ho 15 Babylon Greattatf]ecan
even seduce natr ns an rntoxrcatetem

7 ncient Babylon was the fountajnhead
alse re[hI E)n %rch exp andeg earth wra

heledcogr?ﬁoana%e I o o

course, 0t time, Rgme be ame prominent In
that religious empire, for it was under Rome

ﬁ Whatn srs hein rocarmedb theagel

ny r\Nﬂr eaven IS 1t .everla
(} at co mahd does th t%g iSsue In a
Ice, and w IS 1t S0 appropria

6 W at startlrn néws dogs another angel roclarm°

7lvghat IS Babylon the Great, and how id 1t de-



ostate Christianity devel
Jes to be a world cent
I lon. This was clear
ntewol sreIr

near Rome to
the Internatr nal Year of
eace proc armed by the United N
8However, Babylon the Great has suffered
a great fall’ Si
evr ence n the

f ev utron
chc ntradrcts God’s Word. In Protestant
N rtrnePantp
hrs Catholic empire together.
muItrpIrerty of ods of'th

ty-two wars were underway
ars than, in

ople attend ¢
POpe 1 stru

In 1987 more
ear In recorded history., The
th se wars so far’is at least
fast.™ How r effectual the As
1987 annrve
producing a m
rkeness an o esr eand a sympo
rng on the other The y k
eace! There. s
ce.Jeremia

ylon’s Harlotry Exposed
9Reve|atr0n 14:8 shows that Bab
Great Is a fornrcatrrx Her cler
come notorio

e oemare te

Iars Whr e at the
World Mrlrtary and Socral Expenditures 1987-88.

IS 10 evi e 0e?
gr,’;yers 0T rehgious eade

L

for peace go
;eat have become

same time th were _committing blatant
Immorality. Thé Catholic rr(rfstho d IS aso
chh n rﬂuestron, as 1S _Indicated
P(h aygrn% e Ft))rt] In Taﬁ aBeJaé:r(])n Jrour aI f

r vani
“Hundreds of C?t W n moIesA ttl aby ath ?rc
Prrests In the Unrte States durin r? f
Ive years have su ere severe motr na
trau a arents psychol (?rsts olice of-
|Cers an [ne S| vo ve e cases.”
Sexual rmmora has black en eybut1
g%ratof manyo the ¢ ergyo Ba

D'The Wrne %f the an% of her fornica-

H p Partr ar reference to
se re gro S courting the rulers, support:

% e htrca? ca %ar ns aﬂd war? and
e n geop orship some pa-
tron listic segnt f the W\ld beast. PoIrtr
cran ave often found 9'0” o be a
H artner In garnrng éher ends, as can
e see rn Hrt ers concdrdat with. the Vatl-
can In 1933 and the S anrsh rvr War o
19 6?9 Durr World 3 rgly
olic, Pgot ant, Bu rst %n 0tner’ re-
rons on Sides a?te d as,though yntox
ythe natrone\ Istic Frvor war.
Na e a eavy oodr%) rtfortetens
ﬁ iflions of soldiers and_civil |rans w o
ave aie rnwarsrnce 1914 The ¢ g
Bygggrte the Fascists and the Nazis are also
uilty on ﬁccoun of the Wrtnesseé of
Je ovh an others, who were executed or
\% led In foncentratron camps.—Jeremi-
234 Revearon
]lDurrn tenast 14 years loyal anointed
Crrstra% Ig her with Incréasing nym-
bers of the great crowd, have contl ueﬁj to
Fear God and Give Him Glory. We have

é(i hgatArtt)nReo\éFlétIE% 18 W at r woted b thet

velation 1 er 0 on the
Greats are a heav Iood ur 0y

{a Wh h ve éhe anornted C str\%rﬁ and th
e crthrvere u\?reerfu rvevgsron or fe rrn %tog an
Nify it glory? ’
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steadfastly declined to w rsh any na
het(rjc dse mer]to the w h bgast )(N h
refuse orl St’s gma e—t
League of Naf |onsan the UN—
IZe the kin

B re
ize I rt hré Chngdom o?our orggJehovaJ

alone ﬁan rb In tru
eace an %ecunt ave beén deter

ere e com andm nts o
Gord and the art of Jesus,” That en uran
has Its rewar |Anornte
e
gr%y’ As for an ygrefatgcro\%/d
ay dig under ecut on; nes
accrd nts, t |en shrp t att %
trvate vvrth assyres them ofa ear
resurreotron mto e new earth” society.
These grand prospects give powerful reason
|ndeed for Fearing God and Giving Him Glo
Revelatron ik 17 1210 29- 1 ikl
]2As the ud ﬂmen 1n]roceeds angels call

f?earllvr\/loJeSté}s entnro rst 3r o

ed in Kin nioglror}g

since 1914, for he rrd] es on a wh9te

%hrrstbans who * é

crowne a | |easno

the Lord's a erea eear rs o the
remain one nstrans n teno
the millions 0 reat_crowd. (Com are

Matth% 253134 Jon 1515 ? L

tras e Secon ar est 15 that eere
the eart 15 throw éo “%e
re t Winepress o e anger 0 IS
the jUd en exec ted at Har- Ma%re on,
w en a tan ed human s0C etg S

uprooted and its | crushed. to
IOu hor?a(h onhed In cpean

bt g
troen A, §6 s Ol GTOLS Vel R

fé?h()l:vaht i hteoittsRanolI %’rue
n the tenth vision of Revelation, we
again behol cgestrll events %efore Go\g

12. What two harvestings take place, and when?
13 (a 2] In the tenth. vision, wh t%ng are resurrect*

ew inte ges singing, \g at are lf vYor 5?
% ow arﬁ ods righ ous Judgments clearly ex-
ssed In this vision’
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throne. What rejoicing attends Rrs presence!
Resurrected anointeq”ones—who came off
vrctorlrous ecausearoe Eﬁ?r;ng G (éasrbdn G|\6
In Im —
P/t?)ses and; o?rhe kamb eat &ng ﬁngder
U are our WOrKS Jehov
tg hteous and ue are our Ways,
fetenr howr notre yearyu
ovah, an orify youy name, ecau ou
ao e are o orall th nations er C me
an worsh eore you ecau e your, rg
teogs eg es have "he (h Hdae manife
udgments are Indee nghteous aH
true, a ﬁcear e}i exgressed throughout this
Vi nITean § pour out seven owlso
G0 sanoer |8ading tg %athenn of
atrons 0 Haer ?e on and a reminder
abylon the Great was remembpered In
e srgFt of God™ Timel IX Indeed IS the
?a Hon T ear God and Give Him Glory—Rev-
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HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER?

What timely instruction is there for us
in the vision of the two wild beasts?
How should we respond to the
proclamatlon of the angel flying in
midheaven?

How. is Babylon the Great involved in
fornication, and how is this regarded
by those who fear God?

How is the earth harvested during the
Lord’s day?

1 What happy events close out

Revelation, and how may God’s
people share therein?
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Do You Remember?

Have you given careful thought
to recent issues of The Watch-
tower? If so, you will probably be
able to recall the following:

O What is the source of true
happiness?

Jesus said: “Happy are those
hearing the word of God and
keeping it!” (Luke 11:28) Thus
Jesus showed that true happi-
ness is found in being a faithful
servant of God and doing his will.
—8/15, page 8.

O What is one way in which we
can resist Satan’s subtle and
crafty acts?

In order to resist Satan, we must
examine ourselves. Do we have
a weakness that Satan could ex-
ploit or is exploiting right now?
For example: Do we have an ego
problem? Must we always be
number one? If we know our-
selves, then we can rectify such
problems, provided that we are
humble. In this way, we will not
leave ourselves open to Satan.
—9/1, pages 15, 16.

O What is the symbolic mark
that the antitypical ‘man in lin-
en’ puts on those who become
Christ’s “other sheep”? (Ezekiel
9:2-4; John 10:16)

The “mark” is the evidence that
such sheeplike ones are dedicat-
ed, baptized individuals with
a Christlike personality.—9/15,
page 14.

O What did the apostle Peter
mean when he said that we
should “love one another in-
tensely from the heart”? (1 Pe-
ter 1:22)

“Intensely” literally means “out-
stretchedly.” For such a love to

be expressed among Christians
requires effort and a widening
out of our hearts so that they can
enfold people to whom we
would not normally be attracted.
—10/1, page 12.

O What is the temple referred
to at Revelation 11:1, and when
did it come into existence?

It is the great spiritual temple, of
which the holy of holies is Jeho-
vah's abode in heaven. It came
into existence in 29 C.E. when
Jesus was anointed and began
to serve as high priest. (Hebrews
3:1; 10:5)— 10/15, page 12.

O What is the Codex Sinaiticus,
and how important is it?

The Codex Sinaiticus contains
the entire Christian Greek Scrip-
tures and a Greek translation of
parts of the Hebrew Scriptures. It
is at least 1,600 years old, and it
forms a vital link in our catalog
of Bible manuscripts. — 10/15,
pages 30, 31.

0O What makes for the greatest
happiness in marriage?

Each partner must make sure
that God is in their marriage. In
this way, spiritual needs will be
satisfied, and the marriage bond
will be strengthened. (Eccle-
siastes 4:12; Matthew 5:3)
— 11/1, page 16.

O What is “the peace of God”
that the apostle Paul speaks
about at Philippians 4:7?

This peace is a God-given tran-
quillity and calmness, even amid
the most trialsome circumstanc-
es. It results from a close rela-
tionship with Jehovah and a con-
viction that what one is doing
is pleasing in his eyes.—11/1,
page 30.
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O By what means does one
become approved by Jehovah?

Through dedication and baptism,
it is possible for an imperfect hu-
man to become a ‘man of good-
will,” or a man approved by God.
(Luke 2:14)— 11/15, page 11.

O What can parents do to help
their erring minor child even if
he is disqualified as an unbap-
tized publisher or he is disfel-
lowshipped?

Just as the parents will contin-
ue to provide food, clothing, and
shelter, so they need to instruct
and discipline him in line with
God’s Word. They can study with
him alone or have him share in
the family study arrangement.
-11/15, page 20.

O How did Jewish tradition an-
nul God's command at Exodus
20:12 that children should hon-
or their parents?

A person could pledge his prop-
erty to be later donated to the
temple by declaring it “corban,”
which meant, “a gift dedicated to
God.” (Mark 7:11) This corban
could still be used by that per-
son to his own advantage, but
he could deny it to his parents.
— 12/1, pages 4, 5.

In Our Next Issue

m Nations Gather at
Megiddo

m “To Jehovah Belongs
the Battle”

m United Under a
Banner of Love
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Indicating date of issue in which article appears

BIBLE
Alexandrine Codex, 12/15
Book of Nature and the Bible, 3/1
Contradict Itself? 2/1
Evidence of Divine Preservation, 11/15
God’s Name and Bible Translators, 8/1
Lamentations, 9/1
Open to Any Interpretation? 12/15
Rescuing the Codex Sinaiticus, 10/15
Who Wrote the Bible? 2/1

CHRISTIAN LIFE AND QUALITIES

Becoming an Ordained Minister— God’s Way!
6/15

Children ‘on Loan’— How Wise? 9/1

Christians— Firm yet Flexible, 9/15

God’s Undeserved Kindness— Do Not Miss Its
Purpose! 8/1

How Shall We Repay Jehovah? 12/1

How to Be a Successful Parent, 5/1

How to Strengthen Family Bonds, 4/1

Maintaining Our Christian Oneness, 8/15

Meeting the Needs of Our Older Ones, 7/15

Mental Distress— When It Afflicts a Christian,
10/15

Mentally Distressed, “Spiritual Words” for,
11/15

Obedience Always Proper? 4/1

Once Associated With Jehovah’s
Organization? 1/15

Prayers That Are Answered, 3/15

Prayer Worth the Effort? 3/15

Remember Christian Principles, 10/1

‘Sounding Brass or Clashing Cymbal,” 11/1

Success— At All Costs? 8/15

What Does It Mean to Be Honest? 2/15

Why Be Thankful? 7/1

You Can Move Mountains! 12/15

INSIGHT ON THE NEWS
1/15, 2/15, 4/15, 5/15, 6/15, 7/15, 8/15,
10/15, 11/15, 12/15

JEHOVAH
God’s Name and Bible Translators, 8/1
Has Anyone Seen God? 5/15

JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES
Annual Meeting, 8/15
Caymans— Islands Time Forgot, 10/15
Convinced of Jehovah’s Love, 6/15
“Divine Justice” District Conventions, 2/15,
5/1
Evangelizers Reap Worldwide Harvest, 1/1
Exploiters of ‘Poverty and Ignorance’? 7/1
Forward, You Witnesses! (E. Frost), 3/15
Gilead Graduations, 6/1, 12/1
Glorifying Jehovah’s Name in the Isles of the
Sea, 7/1
“Go Out From Your Land,”8/15
Milestone in Bible Education (Ministerial
Training School), 3/15
Open Door to the San Bias Islands, 5/15
Our Unforgettable Journey to Vanuatu, 7/15
Pioneering Along the Amazon, 11/15
Sounding Forth the Truth in the Austrian Alps,
3/15

Staunch Fighter for the Truth (M. Poetzinger),
9/15

Thursday Island Hears the Good News, 2/15
“Trust in Jehovah” District Conventions, 1/15

JESUS CHRIST
Birth— Mere Legend? 6/1
“Christ, the Son of the Living God,”7/15
God, Man, or Myth? 7/15
How Did the Crowds Hear? 6/15
Jesus Christ— God’s Beloved Son, 6/1
Who Is He? 7/15

JESUS’ LIFE AND MINISTRY
(Articles appearing in every issue.)

KINGDOM PROCLAIMERS REPORT

(In every issue on the 1st of the month.)

LIFE STORIES
| Found Justice in True Christianity (X. Noll),

Jehovah Does Not Forsake His Servants
(M. Ishii), 5/1

Jehovah Fills My Every Need (J. Sewell), 11/1

‘Measuring Lines Have Fallen in Pleasant
Places’ (D. H. MacLean), 8/1

My Life in Jehovah'’s Spirit-Directed
Organization (A. D. Schroeder), 3/1

Pioneer Partnership for Life (M. Clark,
M. Grant), 9/1

Rewarding Life as Missionaries in Africa
(J. Miles), 10/1

We Turned to the Source of True
Righteousness (E.Grosse), 12/1

LESSONS FROM THE SCRIPTURES
Lamentations, 9/1

MAIN STUDY ARTICLES

Accurate Knowledge of God and His Son
Leads to Life, 6/1

Angelic Messages for Our Day, 12/15

Appreciation for Our Brothers, 10/1

Build Trust in Jehovah— By Diligently
Studying His Word, 8/15

Challenge of Following in His Footsteps, 5/1

Childbearing Among God’s People, 3/1

Christendom Exposed as the Promoter of
False Worship, 4/1

Detest Utterly the World’s Disgraceful Course,
6/15

Discipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruit,
4/15

Do Not Give Up in Doing What Is Fine, 7/15

“Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled,” 2/15

Do You Appreciate Sacred Things? 6/15

“Fear God and Give Him Glory,"” 12/15

God Is Not Partial, 5/15

God’s Judgments Must Be Declared, 4/1

“Good News Has to Be Preached First,” 1/1

Has God Called You to Peace? 11/1

Helping Others to Worship God, 11/15

In Our Fearful Times, Whom Can You Really
Trust? 4/15

Is ﬁz r Home a Place of Rest and Peace?

“Jehovah Is My Shepherd,”7/1

Jehovah— Our Strength, 1/15

Jehovah Rewards Faith and Courage, 12/1

Jehovah Unsheathes His Sword! 9/15

Jeremiah— Unpopular Prophet of God’s
Judgments, 4/1

Jesus Christ— God’s Beloved Son, 6/1

“Keep Holding Men of That Sort Dear,” 10/1

Keep On Preaching the Kingdom, 1/1

Last Days— A Time of Harvest, 1/1

Listen— Jehovah’s Watchman Speaks! 9/15

Make Jehovah Your Trust, 4/15

Manifest Trust in Jehovah— By Practicing the
Things Learned, 8/15

“May You Have Peace,”2/15

Parents— Reach Your Child’s Heart From
Infancy, 8/1

Pay Constant Attention to Your Teaching,
7/15

People Walking in Jesus’ Footsteps, 5/1

Responsible Childbearing in This Time of the
End, 3/1

Serve Jehovah With One Accord, 5/15

Serving as Jehovah'’s Trusting Fellow
Workers, 3/15

“Show Yourselves Thankful,” 7/1

Stand Firm Against Satan’s Machinations, 9/1

“They Will Have to Know That | Am Jehovah,”
9/15

“This Is the Day of All Days,” 10/15

Trust in Jah Jehovah! 1/15

Trust in Jehovah Leads to Dedication and
Baptism, 3/15

Universal Court Case That Involves You, 2/1

Unmasking the Serpent, 9/1

What Will the Lord’s Day Mean for You? 10/15

When Jehovah Taught Monarchs Lessons,
12/1

When Marital Peace Is Threatened, 11/1

Who Will Become Approved by Jehovah?
11/15

Will You Be a Witness for the True God? 2/1

Youths— Guard Against Leading a Double
Life, 8/1

MISCELLANEOUS

All Good People Go to Heaven? 9/15

Ancient Coins, 1/1

Divorce— What Does the Bible Really Say?
5/15

Eagles or Vultures? 10/15

Earth’s Bright Future, 6/15

Great World Powers— Egypt, 2/1

Great World Powers— Assyria, 2/15

Great World Powers— Babylon, 3/1

Great World Powers— Medo-Persia, 3/15

Great World Powers— Greece, 4/15

Great World Powers— Rome, 5/1

Great World Powers— Last, 5/15

Great World Powers Near End, 6/1

Mystery of the Gates, 8/15

New World Very Near! 11/15

Prayer on Mount Hiei— Breakthrough for
Peace? 3/15

Really Speak With the Dead? 1/15

Religious Images— How Do You View Them?
8/1

Religious Traditions, 12/1

Sacrificing Young People, 1/15

Satan Real? 9/1

Satan Worship in Our Time, 9/1

Should I Change My Religion? 6/1

The Sign— Are You Heeding It? 10/15

The Sigh— Have You Seen It? 10/1

Three Magi— Fact or Fiction? 12/15

War to End Wars, 11/1

When Children Have Children, 4/15

Where Are Our Dead Loved Ones? 9/15

Who Are the True Evangelizers? 1/1

Why So Many Runaways? 4/1

Why You Should Be Interested, 2/1

Will There Always Be Wars? 11/1

World Rulership Changing, 6/15

QUESTIONS FROM READERS
Abraham wrong to send Hagar into
wilderness? 2/15
How would Jesus “prepare a place”?
(Joh 14:2), 5/15
Jesus’slaves or friends? 6/15
Jews could execute? (Joh 19:6), 7/1
Judas have “greater sin"? (Joh 19:11), 7/15
Memorial— why so few partake? 2/1
Miraculous healings at Bethzatha pool? 9/1
Sodom and Gomorrah resurrected? 6/1
Some humans sinless? (Joh 9:41), 8/1
“These”(Joh 21:15), 11/1
“The twelve” (1 Co 15:5), 1/15
Why did Daniel accept Belshazzar’s gifts?
10/1
Why was Ezekiel’s face hardened?
(Eze 3:8,9), 7/15
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1 did not exect
toenjoy If
HAT is what a person wrote to a friend who
T had sent a gift copy of the book Life—How
Did It Get Here? By Evolution or by Creation?

“I'm sure you have wondered if | got
the book," the person
wrote. "Yes! Thank you!
Did | read it? Also yes. |
was very surprised to find it
thrilling.

"I did not at all expect to
enjoy it, in fact, just started
it so | could say to you
‘Well, | tried." To my dismay
I wasn't able to put it aside.
... It took maybe 10 days to
finish. | was entranced. |
quickly told some friends
about it—loaned it to two of
them and promised it to a third!
So at least 4 of us here will read it
and many more, | expect. It is really
a wonderful book. Again, thank you."



