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Will There 
Always Be
W AR S?
ON JU LY  1, 1916, in the  p leas­

an t fa rm ing  reg ion o f P ica rdy  
in N o rthe rn  F rance , the  F irs t B a t­
tle  o f the  Som m e began. A fte r tre ­
m endous a rtille ry  bom bardm en ts  
and aeria l a tta cks , th e  B ritish  and 
the  F rench fo rce s  launched w ha t 
they  hoped w ou ld  be a dec is ive  
b reak th rou gh  o f th e  e n trenche d  
G erm an a rm ies  th a t fa ce d  them . 
B ut th e re  w as no b reak th rou gh . 
Instead, on th e  firs t day, 20 ,000  
B ritish  so ld ie rs  w e re  k illed . As the 
w eeks  d ragged  on, th e  b a ttle  c o n ­
tinued  w ith  s till no b reak th rou gh . 
In O c to b e r to rre n tia l ra ins  tu rned  
the  b a ttle fie ld  in to  a sea o f mud. 
By m id -N ovem ber the  A llies  had 
a d v a n c e d  a m e re  f iv e  m ile s . 
M eantim e, 4 5 0 ,0 0 0  G erm an, 200 ,- 
0 0 0  F rench, and 4 2 0 ,0 0 0  B ritish  
lives  had been los t. M o re  than  
a m illion so ld ie rs , m ost o f them  
young men, pe rished  in th a t ba ttle !

T h is  w as  m ere ly  an ep isode  in 
the  firs t w o rld  w ar. And th e  firs t 
w o rld  w a r w as on ly  o n e — a lbe it 
the  w o rs t up until th e n — o f the 
innum erab le  w a rs  th a t have been 
fo u g h t th ro u g h o u t h is to ry . W hat a 
sense less  w a s te  o f hum an life !

W hy do  hum ans in s is t on killing 
one a n o th e r in th is  w ay?  There  
are  m any fa c to rs  invo lved, am ong 
w h ich  w e cou ld  m ention  s e lfish ­
ness, am b ition , greed, as w ell as a 
lust fo r  p o w e r and p res tige . A n ­

o th e r cause  o f w a rfa re  has been na tiona lism . 
Indeed, w a rfa re  re fle c ts  the  a c c u ra c y  o f the  
obse rva tion  on hum an h is to ry  found  in the  B i­
ble: “ M an has dom ina ted  man to  h is  in ju ry .” 
— E cc le s ia s te s  8 :9 .

Relig ion too  has o ften  fom e n te d  w ar. The 
crusades  o f the  M idd le  A ges w e re  fo u g h t by 
re lig ious  na tions  fo r an o s te n s ib ly  re lig ious  
purpose: to  w in ba ck  P a les tine  fo r  C h ris te n ­
dom. In both  w orld  w a rs  o f th is  ce n tu ry , c le rg y  
from  d iffe re n t denom ina tions  have tr ied  to  h a r­
ness the  re lig ious fee lings  o f th e  so ld ie rs  to  
m ake them  more w illing  to  kill th e ir  co n te m p o ­
ra ries on the  o th e r s ide. And som e o f th e  co n ­
flic ts  th a t are  rag ing r ig h t now  have a s tro n g ly  
re lig ious aspect.

Gleams of Hope
Is the re  any hope th a t one day  w a rs  w ill 

cease? Yes, the re  is. Jesus  C h ris t is ca lled  the  
“ P rince o f Peace.” W hen he cam e to  ea rth , he 
lived up to  th is  name, te a ch in g  peop le  to  love 
the ir ne ighbors  as them se lves . He even to ld  
them  to  love th e ir  enem ies. (Isa iah  9 :6 ; M a t­
thew  5 :4 4 ; 2 2 :3 9 ) As a resu lt, th o se  w ho  paid 
heed to  his teach ing s  in the  firs t c e n tu ry  be ­
cam e a peacefu l, in te rn a tio n a l b ro the rho od . It 
w as un th inkab le  fo r them  to  w a g e  w a r on one 
another. U n fo rtuna te ly , how ever, th e  pure  fa ith  
o f these  ea rly  C h ris tia n s  w as  la te r co n ta m in a t­
ed. In tim e, chu rches  m edd led  in p o litic s  and 
the ir hands cam e to  be d re n ch e d  w ith  the  
b lood of the  w ars  o f th e  na tions.

M uch later, w inds  o f ch a n g e  began to  b low  
over Europe. It seem ed as though  m ankind 
w as becom ing tired  o f in ce ssa n t w a rfa re . In 
1899 and again in 1907, in te rn a tio n a l co n ve n ­
tions  w ere  held in The Hague, the  N e the rlands. 
A t the  conven tion  o f 1899, an ag reem en t w as 
adop ted  fo r the  “ P ac ific  [p e a c e fu l] S e ttle m e n t 
o f In te rna tiona l D ispu tes .” So as th e  2 0 th  c e n ­
tu ry  daw ned, m any hoped th a t th e  w o rld  w ou ld  
g radua lly  o u tg ro w  its  p e n ch a n t fo r  w ag ing  w ar. 
Such hopes, how ever, w e re  s h a tte re d  by th e  
guns o f the  firs t w o rld  w ar. Did th is  m ean th a t 
m ank ind ’s hopes fo r peace  w ou ld  never be 
fu lfilled?
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A HUGE Germ an zeppe lin  droned 
th rough the  n igh t sky. It w as  re ­

turn ing home a fte r a ra id on London, 
and as it passed over a v illage  in 
Essex, bom bs w ere  d ropped . O ne 
of them  killed a nurse on leave from  
the w ar in France.

This w as a m inor ep isode  o f W orld  
W ar I, but it had huge im p lica tions . It 

w as an exam ple o f how  the  20 th  ce n ­
tury, fa r from  ushering in a tim e w hen 

man would ‘learn w ar no m ore,’ has seen 
a trem endous g row th  in both the  w eapon s  

and the arenas of w arfa re . (Isa iah 2 :2 -4 ) For 
thousands of years, w ars  had been fo u g h t on 

land and on the su rface  of the  sea. B u t in W orld  
W ar I, the figh ting  spread up in to  the  a tm o ­
sphere and dow n under the  su rface  o f the  sea. 
As a result, c iv ilians w ho  w ere hundreds of m iles 
from  the ba ttle  lines w ere killed by bom bs, and 
many sh ips w ere sen t to  the  bo ttom  o f the  
ocean by unseen subm arines.

Indeed, during th a t firs t te rrib le  w orld  war, 
8 million so ld iers died in the figh ting , and an 
estim ated 12 m illion c iv ilians  died from  causes 
tha t included s ta rva tio n  and exposure . “The 
tragedy of the G reat W ar [W orld  W ar I],” a c c o rd ­
ing to  h is torian  H. A. L. F isher, “w as th a t it w as 
fought between the  m ost h igh ly c iv ilized  peo ­
ples in Europe on an issue w h ich  a fe w  leve l­
headed men could eas ily  have com posed .” To 
ju s tify  the horrendous s laughter, it w as ca lled  
the “w ar to  end w ars .” But th a t phrase  soon 
cam e to  sound very  hollow .

A Peace Organization
Once peace w as declared in 1918, an e m b it­

tered generation dem anded th a t s teps  be taken  
to  ensure tha t such a w ar could never happen 
again. Thus, the League of N a tions  w as born in 
1919. But the League w as a g rea t d isa p p o in t­
ment. In 1939 the w orld  w as again plunged into 
world w a r— a w ar th a t w as even more dead ly  
than the first.

In W orld W ar II, m any c itie s  w ere reduced to  
rubble, turn ing civ ilian life  in to  a n ightm are. Then 
in 1945 atom  bom bs w ere  dropped on H iro sh i­
ma and Nagasaki, ushering man in to  the  nuc lea r



age. The h ideous m ushroom  clouds tha t 
rose  ove r th o se  tw o  Japane se  c itie s  
w ere ha rb inge rs  o f a th re a t th a t has hung 
over m ankind ever since.

How ever, even be fo re  those  bom bs 
fell, p repara tions  w ere being made fo r 
se tting  up an o rgan iza tion  like the  de ­
funct League o f Nations. The result w as 
the United N ations O rgan iza tion , w hich 
bas ica lly  had the  sam e ob jec tive  as its 
p redecesso r— th a t o f m ainta in ing world 
peace. W hat has it ach ieved? Well, there  
has been no w orld  w a r s ince  1945, but 
the re  have been num erous sm alle r w ars 
in w h ich  m illions o f peop le  have died.

Does th is  mean th a t m ankind w ill nev­
er see the fu lfillm en t o f G od’s prom ise 
th rough Isaiah th a t men ‘w ill learn w ar no 
m ore’? No. It m ere ly m eans th a t th is  will 
not be b rough t abou t by man. The Bible, 
w h ich  is ca lled  ‘a ligh t to  our roadw ay,’ 
is the  book th a t con ta ins  th a t insp ired 
prom ise. And it is the  B ib le  th a t show s 
th a t none o th e r than God h im self w ill 
fina lly  m ake all w a rs  to  cease .— Psalm 
119:105.

An End to All Wars
As m entioned in the  preced ing  artic le , 

there  w as a group in the  firs t cen tu ry  tha t 
es tab lished  an in te rna tiona l bro therhood 
in w h ich  it w ou ld  have been unth inkab le  
fo r one m em ber to  w a r aga ins t his b ro th ­
er o r s is ter. Th is  w as the  C hris tian  con ­
gregation , w hose  m em bers in a very lit­
eral sense had ‘beaten th e ir sw ords  into 
p low shares.’ Today, w h ile  mankind as a 
w hole  can m ake no headw ay in abo lish ­
ing war, the re  is again a group of people 
w ho have ach ieved th is  sam e rem ark­
ab le  goal. W ho are they?

In the  yea rs  be fo re  1914, th is  small 
g ro u p  had c o n f id e n c e  in th e  B ib le . 
Hence, they  knew  th a t men’s e ffo rts  to 
abo lish  w a r w ould  not succeed. From 
the ir s tudy  o f the  Bible, they  learned tha t 
the  yea r 1914 w ould  be a tu rn ing  po int in

human h is to ry , and they  gave w arn ing  o f 
th is  fo r 40 years. T rue to  B ib le  p rophecy, 
1914 w as the beginn ing of a tim e m arked 
by fa m in e s , p e s t ile n c e s , and  e a r th ­
quakes, as well as war. (M a tth e w  24 :3 , 
7, 8; Luke 21 :10 , 11) C oncern ing  W orld  
W ar I, h is to rian  Jam es Cam eron w ro te : 
“ In 1914 the w orld , as it w as know n and 
accepted then, cam e to  an end.”

Before th a t w a r ended, a te rr ib le  flu 
epidem ic s tru ck  on a g loba l sca le  and 
killed 20 m illion peop le— more than tw ice  
the num ber of so ld ie rs  th a t d ied in the  
w ar itse lf. S ince then, d iseases such as 
cancer and, m ore recen tly , AIDS have 
te rrified  m ankind.

N ow  no te  a n o th e r B ib le  p ro p h e c y : 
“And because o f the  increas ing  o f la w ­
lessness the love o f the  g re a te r num ber 
w ill cool o ff.” (M a tth e w  24 :1 2 ) Is th is  be ­
ing fu lfilled?  Sure ly! Daily, the  m edia ex­
pose w orldw ide  law lessness: m urders, 
m uggings, and gene ra l m ayhem . F u r­
therm ore, a po litica l fo re ca s t co n ce rn ­
ing W orld W ar II w as th a t it w ou ld  bring 
“freedom  from  fea r.” In con tra s t, the  B i­
ble accu ra te ly  fo re to ld  th a t men w ould 
“becom e fa in t ou t o f fe a r and expec ta tio n  
of the th ings com ing upon the  inhab ited 
earth .” (Luke 2 1 :2 6 ) O nce again human 
p re d ic t io n s  w e re  w ro n g , an d  G o d ’s 
p rophe tic  w o rds  true.

The Chief Warmonger
A w arm onger is one w ho  fom en ts  war. 

Politic ians, c le rgym en, and even b u s i­
nessm en have p layed th is  role. B u t the  
g rea tes t w arm onger is none o th e r than 
Satan the Devil, ca lled  in the  S c rip tu res  
“ th e  god  o f th is  s y s te m  o f th in g s .” 
— 2 C orin th ians 4 :4 .

Satan rebelled aga ins t Jehovah God 
m illennium s ago, and la te r he seduced  a 
host o f angels in to  jo in ing  him. But in 
1914 his tim e w as up. The B ib le  te lls  us: 
“W ar broke ou t in heaven: M ichae l and 
his angels ba ttled  w ith  the  dragon, and
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the  d ragon and its  angels ba ttled  but it 
d id  not prevail, ne ithe r w as a place found 
fo r them  any longer in heaven. So down 
the  g re a t d ragon w as hurled, the  original 
se rpen t, the  one ca lled Devil and Satan, 
w ho  is m isleading the en tire  inhabited 
ea rth ; he w as hurled dow n to  the earth, 
and h is ange ls w ere  hurled down w ith  
him .” — R evelation 12:7 -9 .

Th is exp la ins w hy  the  earth  has been 
such  a dange rous p lace s ince  1914. The 
B ib le  fo re to ld  the  resu lt o f S a tan ’s dow n­
fa ll: “W oe fo r the  ea rth  . . . because the 
Devil has com e dow n to  you, having great 
anger, know ing  he has a sho rt period of 
tim e.” (R eve la tion  12 :12) How short a 
tim e? Jesus said: “Th is generation  [the  
one seeing the  even ts  s ta rtin g  in 1914] 
w ill by no m eans pass aw ay until all these 
th in g s  o c c u r.” (M a tth e w  2 4 :3 4 ) W hat 
th ings?  All the  d isa s te rs  and turm oil tha t 
Jesus p rophesied  fo r our day.

How ever, the  B ib le show s th a t in sp ite  
o f the  debac le  o f the  League o f Nations 
and the  p resen t im potence  of the United 
N a tions  O rgan iza tion , the  nations would 
no t cease  th e ir  ow n e ffo r ts  to  m ake 
peace. Indeed, the  tim e w ill com e when 
th e y  w ill th in k  th e y  have succeeded. 
There  w ill be a g rea t c ry  o f “ peace and 
se cu rity ,” bu t th is  is to  be fo llow ed by 
the  “ sudden d e s tru c tio n ” o f th is  co rrup t 
w orld . Being in the  dark, men w ill be ta k ­
en by su rp rise  by th is  tu rn  o f events, 
w h ich  w ill com e “as a th ie f in the  n ight.” 
—  1 Thessa lon ians 5 :2 , 3.

W hat w ill th is  lead to?  To the  w ar tha t 
rea lly  is a “w a r to  end w a rs ” : the  ba ttle  of 
A rm ageddon, ca lled in the  B ib le  “ the w ar 
o f the  g rea t day o f God the  A lm ighty.” 
Th is w ill mean des truc tion  of all evil e le­
m ents and the ir supporte rs . “ Evildoers 
them se lves w ill be cu t o ff.” (Revelation 
1 6 :1 4 -1 6 ; Psalm 3 7 :9 ) F inally, Satan, 
the  g rea t w arm onger, w ill be confined in 
a p lace w here  he can have no fu rth e r 
in fluence on humans. Eventually, he too

is to  be des troyed .— R evela tion  2 0 :1 -3 ,
7-10.

Notice, however, th a t th is  w ill not be a 
w ar o f m ind less de s tru c tio n  w ith  se n se ­
less s la u g h te r o f in n o ce n t and  g u ilty  
alike. There w ill be surv ivors, and these  
w ill be ones w ho are “ rendering  [G o d ] 
sacred serv ice  day and n igh t.” Yes, those  
who cease to  learn w a r even now  and 
who fo llow  the  peacefu l w a ys  o f a true  
C hris tian  w ill survive th is  last, g rea t war. 
W ill they  be m any? The B ib le ca lls  them  
“a great crow d, w h ich  no man w as able 
to number, ou t o f all na tions  and tr ib e s  
and peoples and tongues.” — R evela tion  
7:9, 14, 15.

After the Storm
W hat a re lie f these  w ill fee l! Instead o f 

m any na tiona lis tic  governm en ts, the re  
w ill be on ly one governm ent: the  K ing ­
dom of God. (Daniel 2 :4 4 ; M a tth e w  6: 
9, 10) Instead o f the  proud and am b i­
tious, the m eek w ill inherit the  ea rth  and 
“find the ir exqu is ite  de ligh t in the  abun ­
dance o f peace.” ( Psalm 3 7 :1 0 ,1 1 )  “God 
h im s e lf . . . w ill w ipe  ou t eve ry  te a r from  
the ir eyes, and death  w ill be no more, 
ne ither w ill m ourning nor o u tc ry  nor pain 
be anym ore.” (R eve la tion  2 1 :3, 4) Jeho ­
vah w ill m ake “w ars  to  cease to  the  ex­
trem ity  o f the  e a rth .” S w ords w ill be bea t­
en into p low shares, spears in to  prun ing 
shears, and ‘they  w ill not learn w a r a n y ­
m ore.’— Psalm 46 :8 , 9; Isa iah 2:4.

W ould you no t like to  live in such  a 
w orld? O f course  you w ou ld ! W ell, the  
poss ib ility  is there. The firs t s tep  is to  
s tudy G od’s W ord, the  Bible, and assure  
yourse lf th a t th is  hope is true  and sound ­
ly based. Then, find ou t from  the  Bible 
w h a t G o d ’s w ill is  fo r  you  now  and 
ac t accord ing ly . True, s tu d y  m eans e f­
fo rt, but it is w o rth  it. Jesus sa id  th a t the  
know ledge you gain, if you use it p ro p ­
erly, w ill mean “everlasting  life .” (John 
17:3) Is there  anyth ing  m ore im po rtan t 
than tha t?

6 THE WATCHTOWER-NOVEMBER 1, 1988



Kingdom  Proclaim ers R eport
A Husband’s Perseverance Unites a Family
WHAT would you do if you 

accepted the truth and then 
your mate bitterly opposed you 
and did everything within her 
power to break your integrity? 
Would you be strengthened by 
Paul’s words at 2 Timothy 3:12, 
where he says: “All those desir­
ing to live with godly devotion 
in association with Christ Jesus 
will also be persecuted”? Would 
you endure or would you give 
up? A Christian man in Italy 
faced such a challenge. He 
did not give up, and Jehovah 
blessed him for it.

The man in question was for­
merly an avid communist, but he 
was also an ardent Catholic. He 
believed in the equality of peo­
ple and felt that both move­
ments preached this ideal. One 
of his workmates spoke to him 
about God’s Kingdom, and he at 
once recognized that this was 
the only way that equality could 
be achieved. He took to the 
truth with the same fervor that 
he had shown for communism 
and Catholicism and was bap­
tized in 1972. What about his 
wife? She bitterly opposed him. 
She relates:

“It was in 1970 that my hus­
band had his first contact with 
Jehovah’s Witnesses at his 
place of work. Gradually, as he 
studied the Bible, I came to re­
alize that it was a new religion 
and had points that I did not 
agree with. Persecution began 
immediately from me and other 
family members ”

She continues: “My hus­
band’s parents harassed him, 
using every means possible to 
stop him. As my husband ad­
vanced in Bible knowledge, he 
saw the need to rid our home of

idols. I told him if he did that, 
something grave would happen. 
He destroyed a religious pic­
ture, and I launched a full-scale 
verbal and physical attack on 
him and tore up several of his 
magazines. At my yelling, my 
parents-in-law rushed in and 
hurled themselves at him too, 
but he did not retaliate.

“The disagreements contin­
ued until I left him when he op­
posed our daughter’s attending 
catechism at church. My hus­
band told me that if I did not 
return home, he would make a 
formal charge of abandonment. 
After a week I decided to return.

“In a further attempt to stop 
him, I went to a spirit medium 
and asked that a spell be put 
on him. The medium started to 
question me, and I explained the 
situation. Upon learning it, he 
told me that no kind of spell has 
any effect on one of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.

“We thought of consulting the 
local priest. The priest advised 
us to go to a lawyer. To my 
surprise the lawyer encouraged 
me to attend the meetings of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses with my

husband. My father-in-law, who 
was with me, objected, saying 
that his family was very devoted 
to San Rocco, The Protector’ of 
our town. However, the lawyer 
explained that this ‘saint,’ like all 
other idols, was false. Then he 
identified himself as chairman 
of Catholic Action and told us 
that he did not participate at all 
in the religious feasts because, 
having read the Bible, he knew 
that they were all false. In con­
clusion, he said: ‘Go with your 
husband and be at peace. Lis­
ten to him, and you too start to 
study the Bible.’

“With this encouragement, I 
reflected on the conduct, 
changes, and perseverance of 
my husband, and I started at­
tending meetings of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses along with him. Im­
pressed by the love shown 
there, I studied, enrolled in the 
Theocratic Ministry School, and 
started in field service. Finally, 
I symbolized my dedication in 
1977 and am happy now to be 
in the truth, thanks to Jehovah 
who helped my husband to per­
severe and unite the whole fam­
ily in His worship.”
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JESUS is in Jerusalem  at the time of the Festival 
o f Dedication , o r Hanukkah, a festiva l tha t ce l­
eb ra tes  the reded ication  to Jehovah of the 

tem ple. In 168 B.C.E., about 200 years earlier, A nti- 
ochus IV Ep iphanes had captured Jerusalem  and 
desecra ted  the tem ple and its altar. However, th ree 
years la te r Jerusalem  w as recaptured and the tem ­
ple w as reded icated. A fte rw ard , an annual rededi­
ca tion  ce lebra tion  w as held.

This Festiva l o f Dedication takes place on Chis- 
lev 25, the  Jew ish month tha t corresponds to  the 
last pa rt o f N ovem ber and firs t part o f Decem ber on 
our m odern calendar. Thus, only a little  over a 
hundred days remain until the  momentous Passover 
o f 33 C.E. Because it is the season of cold weather, 
the apostle  John ca lls  it “w in tertim e.”

Jesus now uses an illustra tion  in which he men­
tions  th ree  sheepfo lds and his role as the Fine 
Shepherd. The firs t sheepfo ld  he speaks of is iden­
tified  w ith  the M osa ic Law  covenant arrangem ent. 
The Law  served like a fence  tha t separated the 
Jew s from  the co rrup ting  practices of those people 
not in th is  specia l covenant w ith  God. Jesus ex­
p la ins: “ M ost tru ly  I say to  you, He tha t does not 
en te r in to  the  sheepfo ld  th rough the door but clim bs 
up som e o the r place, th a t one is a th ie f and a 
p lunderer. But he th a t enters through the door is 
shepherd of the sheep.”

O thers had com e and claim ed to  be the Messiah, 
or C hrist, but they  w ere not the true shepherd of 
w hom  Jesus goes on to  speak: “The doorkeeper 
opens to  th is  one, and the sheep listen to his voice, 
and he ca lls  his own sheep by name and leads them 
o u t . . . .  A s tranger they  w ill by no means fo llow  but 
w ill flee from  him, because they do not know the 
voice o f s trange rs .”

The “doorkeeper” o f the firs t sheepfold was John 
the Baptizer. As the doorkeeper, John ‘opened to ’ 
Jesus by iden tify ing  him to  those sym bolic sheep

th a t he
pasture. These 
Jesus ca lls  by nam e 
leads out are even tua lly  a d ­
m itted to  ano ther sheepfo ld , 
as he expla ins: “ M ost tru ly  I 
say to  you, I am the door of 
the  sheep,” th a t is, the  door 
o f a new sheepfo ld . W hen 
Je su s  in s t itu te s  th e  new  
covenant w ith  his d isc ip les  
and from  heaven pours ho ly 
sp irit upon them  the  fo llo w ­
ing Pentecost, they  are ad ­
m itted to  th is  new  sheep- 
fold.

F u r th e r  e x p la in in g  h is  
ro le , J e s u s  s a y s : “ I am  
the  door; w hoeve r e n te rs  
th rough me will be saved, 
and he w ill go in and ou t and
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and they w ill lis ten to  my voice, and they 
w ill becom e one flock, one shephe rd .”

'

find pas tu rage___I have com e tha t they
m ight have life  and m ight have it in 
abundance. . . .  I am the fine shepherd, 
and I know  my sheep and my sheep 
know  me, ju s t as the  F a ther know s me 
and I know  the Father; and I surrender 
my soul in beha lf o f the sheep.” 

Recently, Jesus had com forted  his 
fo llowers, saying: “ Have no fear, little  
f l o c k ,  because  you r F a th e r has a p ­
proved of g iving you the  kingdom .” This 
little  flock, w h ich  eventua lly  num bers 
144,000, com es in to  th is  new, or sec ­
ond, sheepfo ld . But Jesus goes on to 
observe: “ I have o the r sheep, w h ich are 
not o f th is  fo ld ; those  also I m ust bring,

• / S ince the “o the r sheep” are “ not o f 
th is  fo ld ,” they m ust be of ano the r fo ld, 
a th ird  one. These last tw o  fo lds, o r pens 
o f sheep, have d iffe ren t destin ies. The 
“ little  flock” in one fo ld  w ill ru le w ith  
C hris t in heaven, and the “o th e r sheep” 
in the o ther fo ld  w ill live on the  Paradise 
earth. Yet, desp ite  being in tw o  fo lds, 
the sheep have no jea lousy, nor do they 
feel segregated, fo r as Jesus says, they  
“ become one flo ck ” under “one shep­
herd.”

The Fine Shepherd, Jesus C hris t, w ill- 
U n g ly  g ives his life  fo r both  fo ld s  o f 

f^ s h e e p . “ I su rrender it o f my ow n in i- 
‘ " '■SL tia tive ,” he says. “ I have a u th o rity  

to  su rrender it, and I have 
au tho rity  to  rece ive it again. 
The com m andm ent on th is  I 
received from  my Father.” 
W hen Jesus says th is, a d i­
v is ion  re s u lts  am ong the  
Jews.
M any of the  crow d say: “ He 

has a dem on and is mad. W hy 
do you listen to  h im ?” But o the rs  re ­
spond: “These are not the  say ings of a 
demonized man.” Then, ev iden tly  re fe r­
ring back a coup le  of m onths to  his 
curing o f the man born blind, they  add: 
“A demon cannot open blind peop le ’s 
eyes, can it? ” John 1 0 :1 -22 ; 9 :1 -7 ; Luke 
12:32; Revelation 1 4 :1 ,3 ; 2 1 :3 ,4 ;  Psalm 
37:29 .

♦  What is the Festival of Dedication, and when 
is it celebrated?
♦ What is the first sheepfold, and who is its 
doorkeeper?
♦ How does the doorkeeper open to the Shep­
herd, and to what are the sheep thereafter ad­
mitted?
♦ Who make up the Fine Shepherd’s two folds, 
and how many flocks do they become?
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Jehovah F ills M y Every Need
As told by John E. (Ted) Sewell

AS WE took each step through that 
steamy Thailand jungle, I thought, 
‘There must be easier ways to get from 

Bangkok to Burma!’ Footsore and soaked 
with perspiration, my 
main concern was that 
we would meet up with 
one of the tigers, black 
bears, or elephants that 
were known to roam 
these jungles—not to 
m ention venomous 
snakes. Why were Frank 
Dewar and I making this 
hazardous journey?

We were both mis­
sionaries in Thailand, 
and we had just learned 
that a three-day conven­
tion was to be held in 
Rangoon, Burma, No­
vember 26-28, 1938. Our 
meager finances dictat­
ed getting from Bang­
kok to Rangoon by the 
cheapest means possi­
ble, and part of that trip required a 50-mile 
trek through the jungle.

We set out from Bangkok by train on 
November 16, transferred to a small bus, 
were rowed across the Ping River in a large dugout canoe, and then began our long 
walk through the jungle. Frank had pored 
over maps and finally settled for a route that seemed feasible. We had no roads to follow—just a narrow path, made by trav­elers, that basically followed a telephone 
line.

We were thankful that the only animals 
we sighted were numerous monkeys in the

trees. The breathtakingly beautiful hang­
ing orchids were an unexpected delight. As 
afternoon shadows lengthened, we became 
concerned as to how safe it would be to 

sleep in the jungle. It 
was so different from 
the Australian bushland 
where I had often slept 
out in the open at 
night. We had also been 
warned about smugglers 
th a t were known to 
rob and even physically 
harm travelers.

Our hearts sank when 
we came face to face 
with a group of fierce- 
looking men, each with 
a large machete hang­
ing from his belt. They 
stopped us and asked 
where we were going. 
When we explained that 
we were on our way to 
attend a Christian con­
vention in Rangoon, 

they looked at us incredulously but moved 
on without harming us.

Shortly, we met two young men who 
looked more friendly. With our limited 
knowledge of the Thai language, we hired them to lead us through to Burma. As 
darkness fell, we arrived at a large tree with steps up to a wooden platform among the branches. There the four of us slept.

By the evening of the next day, we reached a small village where we were able to stay overnight on the veranda of a prim­itive house. On the third day, we reached the village of Mae Sot on the Burmese

A recent picture of me 
with my wife, Isabel!
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border. Here we said good-bye to our 
guides and gladly paid them for their good 
services.

After crossing the river into Burma, we 
took a small bus over a mountainous road and then boarded a riverboat to Moulmein. 
The last part of our journey to Rangoon was by train, which seemed so easy after 
our painful trek on foot. The whole trip had taken a week, but it was worth all the effort 
to enjoy the spiritual association of our brothers. It was just one more of the many evidences that Jehovah has filled my every need. But let me tell you how I came to be in Thailand.

Realizing Spiritual Needs
Life and customs were changing when I 

was born in West Australia in 1910. World War I that began in 1914 seemed to speed up the changes. Though only about seven, 
I clearly remember Mother writing letters to Father who was away at war in Europe. Once Mother said to me: “You know, the Bible says there will be wars and rumors of 
wars.” She did not explain any further, but 
I was curious.

Years later, in December 1934, while I 
was returning on horseback to the farm 
where I worked, I met an old school friend 
who told me that some of Jehovah’s Wit­nesses had recently come up from Perth. His family bought their books but had de­cided not to read them. Being curious, I 
obtained the book Life from him.

As I rode along in the clear night air, the 
moonlight was so bright that I could read 
the large print of each chapter heading. When I got back to the farm, I continued reading by the light of a kerosene lantern. There, for the first time, I learned that God has a personal name—Jehovah. I was de­lighted to learn that God has a wonderful purpose for our earth, yes, that the earth will become a paradise for obedient man­kind to enjoy. Why, in this book all my questions were being answered!

The first persons I wanted to tell were 
my parents, who lived on a small farm 
86 miles away. This meant a horseback ride 
for a day and a half. When I told Mother 
what I had been learning, she surprised me 
by saying that she too was studying and 
enjoying the same Bible literature! On the 
long homeward ride a week later, I had 
much thinking to do, for my studies had 
shown me that knowledge and faith are not 
all that God requires. I now knew that a 
true Christian must follow Jesus Christ 
and personally serve Jehovah by preaching 
to others. So I determined to try to do this each weekend from then on.

Exciting Opportunities Open Up
In order to witness in our scattered 

farming district, I bought a Model-T Ford 
that had been converted into a utility truck. Carrying bedding and a few other 
essentials, I visited farmers all Saturday afternoon, slept in the truck, and then 
continued witnessing from farm to farm 
Sunday morning. Late in the afternoon I 
returned home.

In April 19361 symbolized my dedication 
by baptism at a small convention in Perth. 
One of the talks stressed the full-time pio­
neer ministry. I knew I had no Scriptural 
obligations preventing me from sharing in 
this important work, so in December 1936, I began pioneering.

In that same month, two rugged pio­
neers, Arthur Willis and Bill Newlands, 
arrived in Perth by truck. They had left 
Sydney on the east coast nine months ear­
lier and had made a witnessing tour across Australia. You can imagine my excitement when I was assigned by the Society to join them on their return trip. They gave me invaluable training I have never forgotten.

Across the Nullarbor Plain
The name Nullarbor means “no trees.” It 

is a fitting description of the arid, treeless
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Witnessing in the Nullarbor

plain in the middle of Australia. In the 
mid-1930’s the route that we there tra­
versed was some 1,000 miles of the rough­
est road imaginable.

Each night we slept on cots, usually out 
under the clear sky. There is little rainfall 
and virtually no dew in that part of the 
country. As we settled down each night 
under the canopy of stars, brilliant in the 
clear, unpolluted air, I was often reminded 
of the opening words of the 19th Psalm: 
“The heavens are declaring the glory of 
God; and of the work of his hands the expanse is telling.”

The railway line crossing the Nullarbor 
is said to be the longest stretch of straight 
rail track in the world. It runs for 300 miles 
without the slightest curve or bend. We 
enjoyed witnessing in the small settle­
ments along the railroad, and to people living on sheep stations, or ranches. Land- 
holdings in that part of Australia were 
enormous. I recall a station of more than 
one million acres with the homestead about 50 miles from the front gate.

Finally, we arrived in Katoomba in the 
Blue Mountains just west of Sydney in 
time for the Memorial on March 26, 1937. 
Our itinerant assignment had been enjoy­

able and spiritually rewarding, but 
it was a pleasant change to stay for 
a time with a congregation of God’s 
people.

To Partake or Not?
At the time of that 1937 Memori­

al, there was still confusion concern­
ing the “other sheep.” (John 10:16) 
Some felt that the measure of faith and Christian zeal a person dis­
played would indicate whether he 
had received the heavenly calling or 
not. So, like a number of others in 
similar circumstances, I partook of 
the emblems. The following year a 
number of us pioneers were again 

troubled as to partaking.
Inwardly we were looking forward to life 

on a paradise earth, yet many felt that our 
zeal and pioneer ministry gave evidence of 
our being spirit anointed. Right on time 
Jehovah gave us the answer through his 
earthly organization. On the very after­
noon of the Memorial, the March 15, 1938, 
issue of The Watchtower arrived. Its main 
article, “His Flock,” was a detailed study of 
John 10:14-16. How delighted we were with 
the clear explanation that answered our 
questions!

The article provided examples of how 
God’s spirit acted mightily upon his ser­
vants in ancient times and caused them to 
do powerful works long before the heavenly 
calling opened up. Similarly, God puts his 
spirit upon his dedicated servants on earth today to whom he has given the earthly hope. Thus we were grateful to understand the difference between being begotten by 
holy spirit and being energized by God’s 
spirit to do his will.

Invitation to “Reach Out”
Other thrilling events of 1938 were the 

visit of the Watch Tower Society’s presi­
dent, Brother Rutherford, and the conven-
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tion at the Sydney Sports Ground. A call went out at the convention for pioneers 
willing to serve in Burma, Malaya, Siam 
(now Thailand), and Java (now Indonesia). 
Hector Oates, Fred Paton, and I were de­
lighted to receive assignments to Burma.

I had never before left the shores of 
Australia. However, within two months, 
other pioneers and I were on a ship on our 
way to our assignments. We landed at 
Singapore on June 22, 1938, and were met 
at the wharf by Bill Hunter, who was al­
ready pioneering there. How strange and 
interesting everything seemed as we saw 
the dress and customs of the local people 
and heard languages we could not under­
stand.

Brother Hunter handed me a telegram 
from Australia that changed my assign­
ment from Burma to Malaya. Fred Paton 
and Hector Oates were to continue on to 
Burma without me. I was glad to learn I 
would be working with two experienced 
missionaries, Kurt Gruber and Willi Un- 
glaube. They were originally from Germa­
ny but had been serving in Malaya for some 
time.

After three months in Malaya, I was 
assigned to Thailand. Willi Unglaube was 
to accompany me, along with Frank Dewar, 
who had previously done missionary work 
there. We arrived by train in Septem­
ber 1938, found ourselves a place to stay 
temporarily, and got started in the witness 
work. We found the Thai people kind and 
patient as we grappled with their expres­
sive language.

Stimulating Rangoon Convention
It was from Bangkok, Thailand, that we 

made the grueling trip to Rangoon, Burma, 
described earlier. That was the first time a 
convention had been held in Burma, and 
the beautiful City Hall was filled to capac­ity with over a thousand people for the 
public lecture. Doors had to be closed as

there was no room for more. There were only a few Witnesses in Burma and neigh­
boring countries, so most of those who 
came to hear the lecture were people who 
had responded to the thousands of handbill 
invitations distributed before the conven­
tion.

For us who had come from isolated mis­sionary assignments, it was truly a spiri­tual tonic. But with the convention over, 
we returned home to Thailand—this time, however, by an easier route that did not require walking through the jungle.

War and Japanese Invasion
The storm clouds of war were now mov­

ing ominously toward southeast Asia. As the Japanese military forces moved into Thailand, a ban was placed on the work of Jehovah's Witnesses. All British, Ameri­can, and Dutch people were interned in a camp for the duration of the war. George 
Powell, a pioneer who had moved up from 
Singapore to join us in Bangkok, was im­
prisoned with me. We spent three years 
and eight months in the camp together.

During the time we were confined, we were unable to receive any new literature 
or word from the Society. But we experi­
enced the promise of the psalmist: “Jeho­vah is giving support to all who are falling, 
and is raising up all who are bowed down.” —Psalm 145:14.

Back to Australia
When the war ended in 1945, I returned 

to Australia. With good food and more agreeable living conditions, I recovered my good health and was able to start pioneer­ing again. Then, in 1952,1 was assigned to the traveling work as a circuit overseer, 
and I enjoyed this privilege for the next 22 
years. In 1957, I married Isabell, who had been a pioneer for 11 years, and we contin­ued in the circuit work as husband and wife.

Health problems began to make constant
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traveling difficult, so in 1974 we settled 
down to pioneer in Melbourne. I still serve 
as a substitute circuit overseer from time 
to time, and recently I had the privilege of 
sharing as an instructor at one of the pio­
neer service schools. In all this work, my 
wife has been a constant and joyful sup­
port. Now at 78 years of age, I feel deeply 
grateful to Jehovah as he continues to fill 
every need.

Looking back over the years, I often re­
flect on how Jehovah has trained us, helped 
us over mistakes, and disciplined us to 
refine us as his servants. I recall the in­
stances when God has provided the means 
for me to come through trials that were 
beyond human ability to endure. These 
memories are a source of strength and a 
constant reminder that Jehovah has indeed 
filled every need.

'A Sounding Brass 
or <1Clashing C'

Who wants to be just a big noise? “If I .. . 
do not have love,” says the apostle Paul, “I 
have become a sounding piece of brass or a 
clashing cymbal.” (1 Corinthians 13:1) Paul 
had just emphasized the need for using spe­
cial gifts received through God’s spirit for 
the benefit of the whole Christian congrega­
tion. If love was lacking, pride and arro­
gance could cause a Christian to be like a 
loud, jarring, deafening noise that repelled 
rather than attracted others.—See 1 Corin­
thians 12:4-9, 19-26.

We easily understand the idea of a cym­
bal clashing near us, but what about Paul’s other illustration, “a sounding piece of 
brass”? (Greek, khal-kos' e-khon') Some have rendered this “noisy gong” (Today's 
English Version) and “resounding gong” 
(New International Version). William Har­
ris, writing in the Biblical Archaeology Re­view, points out that e-khon' comes from the same root as the English word “echo,” hence the idea of echoing or resounding. However, 
he also says: “The noun chalkos is used to 
describe a wide variety of objects cast from

the copper-tin alloy called bronze or brass —armor, knives, cauldrons, mirrors, mon­ey, even tablets. But there is no proof of the word being used for a musical instrument.” What suggestion, then, does he have?
He refers to a book by Vitruvius, an ar­chitect who lived in the first century B.C.E. Vitruvius wrote about the problem of pro­jecting voices in theaters constructed of material like marble and said that special echoing devices called e-khei'a were used. These were sounding vases made from bronze that were arranged at the back of an amphitheater to help to amplify and project the sound. Some of these were brought to Rome from a sacked theater in Corinth about one hundred years before Paul wrote his letter to the Corinthian congregation.
Plato, we are told, spoke of a bronze vase as echoing on and on, as did certain empty- headed speakers. This agrees with Shake­speare’s expression that “the empty vessel makes the greatest sound.” Paul could have had a similar idea in mind when he spoke of those who made much of their special gifts but who lacked the greatest gift of all—love. They echoed loudly but had no real sub­stance. They were like a harsh, discordant noise rather than an attractive, appealing sound. How about you? Are your actions and speech motivated by love, or are you ‘a sounding brass or a clashing cymbal’?
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Is your home a place of rest and peace?
"May Jehovah make a gift to you, and do you find a resting-place each one in the house of her husband."—RUTH 1:9.

SOME 3,000 years ago, three women embarked 
on a perilous journey. It would take them into 

regions generally infested with thieves and des­
perate men. The women were making their way 
through the rugged land of Moab. The eldest was 
the widow Naomi, bent on reaching Bethlehem in 
her beloved homeland, Judah. At her side were two 
younger widows, Orpah and Ruth, Moabitesses 
who had been the wives of Naomi’s deceased sons 
Chilion and Mahlon. Listen!

2 “Go,” said Naomi, “return, each one to the 
house of her mother. May Jehovah exercise loving­
kindness toward you, just as you have exercised it 
toward the men now dead and toward me.” And for 
what did Naomi express a further wish? “May 
Jehovah make a gift to you,” she said, “and do you 
find a resting-place each one in the house of her 
husband.” (Ruth 1:8, 9) Yes, Naomi urged her 
daughters-in-law to return to their people, hoping 
that among them God would grant each young 
woman the rest and comfort that result from hav­
ing a good husband and home.

3 Orpah departed, but not loyal Ruth. Refusing 
to forsake her mother-in-law, Ruth resolved: “Your 
people will be my people, and your God my God.” 
The ultimate result? Why, Ruth found a home of

rest and peace with Boaz and was 
granted “a perfect wage”! She be­
came an ancestress of King David 
and of his inimitable Lord, Je­
sus Christ.—Ruth 1:16; 2:12; 4: 
13-22; Psalm 110:1; Matthew 1: 1-6.

4 Naomi desired that Jehovah 
give each of her daughters-in-law 
the gift of a secure marriage and 
a home of rest and peace. Surely, 
God wants the homelife of his ser­
vants to be tranquil. If you are a 
witness of Jehovah, then, is your 
home a place of rest and peace?

Choosing the Right Mate
5 If you are an unm arried  

Christian contemplating wedlock, 
you undoubtedly hope for a tran­
quil homelife. The first step in 
that direction is made clear by 
the apostle Paul, who wrote: “A 
wife is bound during all the time 
her husband is alive. But if her 
husband should fall asleep in

1. Som e 3 ,000 years ago, w hat three wom en embarked on 
a journey to Judah?
2. Naom i had w h at w ish  for Orpah and Ruth?
3. W hat position  did Ruth take, and w ith  w hat ultim ate  
result?

4. W hat though t-provoking q u estion  
is  raised?
5. If you are an unm arried C hristian  
con tem p latin g  wedlock, w h at is  th e  
first step  toward a tranquil hom elife?
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death, she is free to be married to whom 
she wants, only in the Lord.”—1 Corinthi­
ans 7:39.

6 To ‘marry only in the Lord’ means to 
enter wedlock only with a fellow believer. 
But a Christian should not rush into mar­
riage, even to a person dedicated to Jeho­
vah. Does the individual really ‘seek righ­
teousness and meekness’? (Zephaniah 2:3) 
Is he or she serving God wholeheartedly? 
Does the person speak from a heart filled 
with loving expressions of praise to Jeho­
vah? Is the field ministry a regular and 
principal part of the individual’s life? Does 
he or she have the needed qualifications 
for the ministry and for Christian mar­
riage? Yes, even a baptized mate should be 
chosen wisely, prayerfully. As far as it is 
possible, be sure that the believer has fine 
spiritual qualities. Such a union prevents 
the peace-disturbing stress and heartache 
that so often exist in religiously divided 
households.

7 Emotional needs can be met and spir­
itual things can be shared in the marriage 
of two dedicated Christians. This results 
in the closest possible human bond. Chris­
tian men and women surely desire a close 
bond with their marriage mates. Humans 
were created with an urge to worship, and 
our greatest happiness results when we 
take proper steps to satisfy our spiritual 
need. (Matthew 5:3) Realizing this, surely 
we would not want to disobey Jehovah by 
marrying an unbeliever and thus robbing 
ourselves of this spiritual unity that en­hances marriage. (Deuteronomy 7:3, 4) 
Yes, for the greatest happiness in wed­lock, make sure that God is in your mar­
riage. Such a figurative “threefold cord
6. (a) To ‘m arry only in the Lord’ m eans what? 
(b) W hat q uestions m erit consideration by som e­
one seek in g a m arriage m ate? (c) W hy should 
one choose a baptized m ate prayerfully?
7. For the greatest happiness in marriage, what 
is  needed?

cannot quickly be torn in two.” (Eccle­
siastes 4:12) Indeed, having Jehovah God 
in your marriage will make it strong and 
will help to make your home a place of rest 
and peace.

Counsel That Promotes Domestic Peace
8 Among Christians already married, 

what is needed for a home of rest and 
peace? Many things, of course, but es­
pecially noteworthy is Paul’s counsel at 
Ephesians 5:21-33. True, a husband or a 
wife could try to use those words to high­
light the shortcomings of his or her mate. 
But how much better it is to concentrate 
on counsel that is found there for you to 
apply personally!

9 If you are a Christian husband, per­
sonally applying Paul’s counsel will help to 
make your home a place of rest and peace. 
The apostle urges: “Husbands, continue 
loving your wives, just as the Christ also 
loved the congregation and delivered up 
himself for it.” Paul also said: “Husbands 
ought to be loving their wives as their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves him­
self, for no man ever hated his own flesh; 
but he feeds and cherishes it, as the Christ 
also does the congregation . . . Let each 
one of you individually so love his wife as 
he does himself.” A husband should ‘love 
his wife as he does himself’—as if she 
were himself. How appropriate, since ‘the 
two have become one flesh’!—Genesis 
2:24.

10 A husband who loves his wife as he 
does himself will take the lead in spiritual 
matters. He bears responsibility for the 
situation existing in his family and cannot
8. For married C hristians, w hat counsel is esp e­
cially notew orthy?
9. W hat counsel did Paul provide for C hristian  
husbands?
10. In view  of 1 T im othy 5:8, w hat resp on sib ility  
does a Christian husband have?

16 THE WATCHTOWER-NOVEMBER 1, 1988



Christian husbands and wives need to act 
in ways that promote love and respect

rightly let things slide along, as it were. 
No, he must care well for the material and 
spiritual interests of the entire household. 
“Certainly,” said Paul, “if anyone does not 
provide for those who are his own, and 
especially for those who are members of 
his household, he has disowned the faith and is worse than a person without faith.” 
—1 Timothy 5:8.

11A Christian wife can do much to make 
the home a place of rest and peace. For 
wives, Paul offers this inspired counsel: 
“Let wives be in subjection to their hus­
bands as to the Lord, because a husband 
is head of his wife as the Christ also is 
head of the congregation, he being a sav­
ior of this body. In fact, as the congrega­
tion is in subjection to the Christ, so let wives also be to their husbands in every­thing. . . . The wife should have deep 
respect for her husband.” (Ephesians 5: 
22-24, 33) This “deep respect” contributes toward making the home a place of rest 
and peace. Surely, it differs greatly from
11. W hat counsel does Paul provide for Chris­
tian  w ives?

the attitude of so many worldly wives who 
have an independent, challenging spirit 
that disturbs and upsets a home.

12 Christian husbands and wives need to 
act in ways that promote love and respect. 
The husband should be considerate, lov­
ing, spiritually mature. And the wife 
should be God-fearing, cooperative, lov­
able. It is not difficult to see how such 
attitudes would make a home a place of 
rest and peace.

Never “Allow Place for the Devil”
13 Since humans are imperfect, it may 

not be easy to maintain a peaceful home. 
For instance, external pressures may re­
sult in stress that could rob the home 
of peace. But applying Paul’s counsel at 
Ephesians 4:26, 27 can contribute to the 
tranquillity of our homes. Paul wrote: “Be 
wrathful, and yet do not sin; let the sun 
not set with you in a provoked state, nei­
ther allow place for the Devil.” Even if a 
husband or a wife justifiably becomes an­
gry on occasion, neither of them should 
ever let this angry state become a sin by 
remaining in a provoked state and harbor­
ing animosity. May we never let the peace 
disturber, Satan the Devil, rob our Chris­
tian homes of peace!—1 Peter 5:8.

14 For domestic peace, of course, each 
marriage mate must apply Bible counsel. 
If a problem causes some disruption, pray­
ing together for God’s spirit can result in 
the displaying of its fruitage and the res­
toration of domestic peace. (Luke 11:13; 
Galatians 5:22, 23) Yes, even under the 
most trying circumstances, this course will help to make the home a place of rest 
and peace.
12. How should C hristian  husbands and w ives  
act?
13. W hat counsel does Paul g ive at E phesians 4: 
26, 27?
14. If a problem has caused som e d isruption , 
w hat is su ggested  to  restore d om estic peace?
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Role of Children in Family Peace
15 Younger ones, too, can help to pro­

mote family peace. How? By manifesting 
an obedient and cooperative spirit. Such a 
spirit depends largely on the Scriptural 
teaching they receive and the way a Chris­
tian parent fulfills his individual role as a teacher. Part of this vital training is 
setting the right example as parents. As Proverbs 22:6 aptly puts matters: “Train up a boy according to the way for him; 
even when he grows old he will not turn 
aside from it.” With good training and 
fine parental example, children usually 
will not turn aside from the proper way. 
But, of course, much depends on the qual­
ity and extent of the training, as well as on the heart of the young one.

16 Begin training your children spiritu­
ally while they are very young. That was
15. How can younger ones help to  promote fam ­
ily  peace?
16. W hat exam ple as to child tra in in g  do we 
have in  T im othy’s case?

Timothy was taught God’s truths from 
infancy. Are you helping your children to 

grow in knowledge and love for

done in the case of Timothy, for Paul 
urged him: “Continue in the things that 
you learned and were persuaded to believe, 
knowing from what persons you learned 
them and that from infancy you have 
known the holy writings, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation through the 
faith in connection with Christ Jesus.” (2 Timothy 3:14, 15) Yes, Timothy was “persuaded to believe” Scriptural truths. Used here is a Greek word meaning “to 
be firmly persuaded of; to be assured of” 
something. (New Thayer’s Greek-English 
Lexicon, page 514) That ‘firm persuasion’ 
called for intense effort on the part of 
Timothy’s Christian mother, Eunice, and 
grandmother, Lois. They succeeded in im­parting to Timothy ‘faith without hypoc­risy,’ even though his father apparently 
was an unbeliever. (2 Timothy 1:5) Are 
you working to develop similar faith in your children?

17 Timothy was taught the Scriptures 
from infancy. Therefore, never underesti­
mate a child’s learning capacity. The New York Times reported that according to one study, “there are twice as many synap­
tic connections—sites where the treelike branches of brain cells meet up—in cer­
tain regions of children’s brains than in 
those of adults.” Even very young children can learn something about what is good 
and what is bad, pleasant or painful. In 
his book The Brain, Richard M. Restak, M.D., says: “In all living organisms, mem­
ories may be stored within the brain ac­cording to their importance for survival. An animal ‘remembers’ its predator and 
withdraws at the first sign of its enemy’s approach. Memories are also laid down in tandem with the intensity of emotional 
experiences. As children, we don’t have to 
be told more than once not to put our hands on a hot stove.” Of course, much is
17. W hat evidence is  there th at a person can be 
taught from infancy?



yet to be learned about functions of the 
brain, but a child can learn by experience. 
For instance, even at a very early age, a 
youngster can be taught to sit quietly at 
Christian meetings.

18 As children get older, they can pro­
gressively take in spiritual instruction. 
Among other things, they can learn that 
God expects them to obey their parents. 
This requires firm but loving parental 
training, for Paul wrote: “Children, be 
obedient to your parents in union with the 
Lord, for this is righteous: ‘Honor your 
father and your mother’; which is the first 
command with a promise: ‘That it may go 
well with you and you may endure a long 
time on the earth.’ And you, fathers, do 
not be irritating your children, but go on 
bringing them up in the discipline and 
mental-regulating of Jehovah.” (Ephe­
sians 6:1-4) Obedient children contribute 
greatly toward making the home a place of 
rest and peace.

19 But what can strengthen the parent- 
child bond? Reading the Bible and Chris­
tian literature together surely can help to 
do this. Such publications as My Book of 
Bible Stories and Listening to the Great 
Teacher are especially useful in helping 
young ones. When reading the Bible and at 
other times, emphasize love for God. While 
eating a meal, make statements that praise 
Jehovah as the Great Provider. When trav­
eling with your children, ascribe to God the 
marvels of creation—plants, flowers, trees, 
mountains, streams, lakes, and animal life. 
While engaging in the field ministry, seize 
opportunities to comment on God’s love. 
Daily, help your child to grow in love for 
Jehovah as a person. Of course, to reach 
your child’s heart, such love must be in 
your own heart.—Deuteronomy 6:4-7.
18. A t E phesians 6:1-4, w hat counsel did Paul 
give children and parents?
19. W h at can  stren gth en  the parent-child bond?

20 Never forget that discipline is essen­
tial. When properly administered and re­
ceived, “it yields peaceable fruit, namely, 
righteousness.” (Hebrews 12:11) And chil­
dren who wisely submit to parental disci­
pline bring the family joy and honor and 
uphold its good name. (Proverbs 10:1; 
13:1; 23:24, 25) Indeed, by filling their 
Scriptural roles, parents and children 
make their home a place of rest and peace.

Maintain a Home of Rest and Peace
21 How can a home be maintained as a 

place of rest and peace? Says a proverb: 
“By wisdom a household will be built up, 
and by discernment it will prove firmly 
established. And by knowledge will the 
interior rooms be filled with all precious 
and pleasant things of value.” (Proverbs 
24:3, 4) By the knowledge and work of an 
industrious family, a home may come to be 
filled with fine things of a material sort. 
But a household can be built up and estab­
lished on a firm foundation only if its 
members show discernment and exercise
20. How im portant is  proper d iscipline?
21. According to Proverbs 24:3, 4, how can a 
hom e be m aintained  as a place of rest and peace?

Do You R ecall?
□ For a tranquil homelife, w hat 
choice should be made by an 
unmarried Christian contem plating 
wedlock?

□ According to  Ephesians 5:21-33, 
what must husbands and wives do 
to achieve dom estic peace?

□ How can applying the counsel at 
Ephesians 4:26, 27 help to  make 
the home a place o f peace?

□ In w hat way can younger ones 
contribute to  fam ily peace?

□ How can we maintain our homes 
as places of rest and peace?
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godly wisdom, applying Scriptural knowledge 
aright. Yes, wisdom builds up a family and makes 
possible its successful life as a unit.

22 Applying God’s instructions within a house­
hold will result in peace, for the Israelites were 
told: “I, Jehovah, am your God, the One teaching 
you to benefit yourself, the One causing you to 
tread in the way in which you should walk. 0  if
22. A pplying God’s in stru ction s w ill resu lt in what?

only you would actually pay at­
tention to my commandments! 
Then your peace would become just like a river, and your righ­
teousness like the waves of the 
sea.” (Isaiah 48:17, 18) Therefore, may all godly husbands, wives, and children apply heavenly wis­
dom. Then our homes will always 
be places of rest and peace.

'A wife should not depart from her husband; and a husband should not leave his wife. 
— 1 CORINTHIANS 7:10,

JEHOVAH GOD united the 
first human pair in wedlock 

and purposed that this one-flesh 
bond should last. It was to be a 
blessed union that would result in 
their happiness and in the pro­
ducing of righteous offspring, all 
to God’s glory.—Genesis 1:27, 28; 
2:24.

2 That ideal marital arrange­
ment was disrupted by indepen­
dent thinking and sin. (Genesis 
3:1-19; Romans 5:12) In fact, a 
spirit of independence is one of 
the factors that leads to the sev­
ering of marital ties today. Thus, 
in the United States during 1985, 
there were 5 divorces—compared 
with 10.2 marriages—per 1,000 
people. In 1986 a report from 
Moscow indicated  th a t  only 
37 percent of the marriages in the 
Soviet Union last three years and 
that 70 percent end within a de­
cade.
1. W hat w as Jehovah’s purpose re­
garding m arriage?
2. W hat is one factor that leads to  th e  
severing of m arital ties?



3 A spirit of independence can cause 
marital strife. It also inhibits spiritual 
development, for “the fruit of righteous­
ness has its seed sown under peaceful 
conditions.” (James 3:18) But who is the main peace-wrecker? Satan. And how sad 
it is when any of God’s servants “allow 
place for the Devil” and thus fail to enjoy 
homes of rest and peace!—Ephesians 4: 
26, 27.

4 When Christian mates view separation 
as the only solution to their marital prob­
lems, they are in danger of succumbing to 
Satan’s devices, and there is something 
seriously wrong spiritually. (2 Corinthi­
ans 2:11) God’s principles are not being 
applied fully by one or both of them. 
(Proverbs 3:1-6) So they should promptly 
make prayerful efforts to resolve their dif­
ferences. If these seem irreconcilable, con­
gregation elders can be consulted. (Mat­
thew 18:15-17) Although these men are 
not authorized to tell fellow believers ex­
actly what to do about their marital prob­
lems, they can direct attention to what the 
Scriptures say.—Galatians 6:5.

5 If the marital situation is so bad that 
the Christian couple is even considering 
divorce, the elders can point out that di­
vorce and remarriage are Scripturally ac­
ceptable only if one’s mate has committed 
“fornication.” This term covers adultery 
and other forms of immoral sexual re­
lations and perversions. (Matthew 19:9; 
Romans 7:2, 3; see The Watchtower, 
March 15, 1983, page 31.) Yet, what if 
“fornication” has not been committed but 
marital peace is seriously threatened?
3. (a) W hat can cause m arital strife? (b) In 
regard to  m arriage, who is  the m ain peace- 
wrecker?
4. W hen C hristian  m ates have severe m arital 
problem s, w hat should th ey  realize and what 
should th ey  do?
5. On w hat b asis is  divorce w ith  the possib ility  
of rem arriage to  som eone else Scripturally ac­
ceptable?

What do the Scriptures say about legal or 
de facto separation?

Paul’s Inspired Counsel
6 In an effort to help a Christian couple 

whose marriage ties are threatened, the elders can direct attention to the apostle 
Paul’s words: “To the married people I 
give instructions, yet not I but the Lord, 
that a wife should not depart from her 
husband; but if she should actually depart, 
let her remain unmarried or else make up 
again with her husband; and a husband 
should not leave his wife.” (1 Corinthians 
7:10, 11) Christian mates should be able to 
settle their problems, making allowances for human imperfection. No problem 
should be so great that it cannot be re­solved by praying earnestly, applying Bi­
ble principles, and showing the love that 
is a fruit of God’s spirit.—Galatians 5:22; 
1 Corinthians 13:4-8.

7 But what if Christian mates do sepa­
rate? They must “remain unmarried or else make up again.” Unless it is a ques­
tion of divorce obtained on the grounds of 
“fornication,” neither of them is Scriptur­
ally free to remarry. In view of this and 
the “prevalence of fornication,” it would be good for them to “make up again” with­
out delay. (1 Corinthians 7:1, 2) It is not 
the business of the elders to demand that the man and the woman end their separa­tion, but they may not qualify for certain 
service privileges because of their marital 
problems. For instance, if a man “does not 
know how to preside over his own house­
hold,” he evidently lacks the ability to 
“take care of God’s congregation” as an overseer.—1 Timothy 3:1-5, 12.
6. (a) W hat is the essen ce  of P au l’s counsel at 
1 Corinthians 7:10, 11? (b) How should C hristian  
m ates resolve m arital problem s?
7. (a) If C hristian  m ates do separate, w h at is  
their Scriptural position? (b) The separation  of 
two married C h ristian s m ight have w h at bearing  
on service privileges?
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8 Stress is laid on preserving a marriage 
even if only one mate is a believer. Paul 
wrote: “If any brother has an unbeliev­
ing wife, and yet she is agreeable to dwell­
ing with him, let him not leave her; and a 
woman who has an unbelieving husband, 
and yet he is agreeable to dwelling with 
her, let her not leave her husband.. . .  But 
if the unbelieving one proceeds to depart, 
let him depart; a brother or a sister is not 
in servitude under such circumstances, 
but God has called you to peace. For, wife, 
how do you know but that you will save 
your husband? Or, husband, how do you 
know but that you will save your wife?” 
(1 Corinthians 7:12-16) If the unbeliever 
chooses to depart, the Christian will let 
him go. But the believer, hoping that the 
unbeliever may be won over to Christian­
ity, will not initiate the breakup. Tim­
othy’s mother, Eunice, apparently stayed 
with her unbelieving husband but im­
parted spiritual instruction to her son. 
—2 Timothy 1:5; 3:14, 15.

Grounds for Separation
9 Paul’s words at 1 Corinthians 7:10-16 

encourage marriage mates to stay togeth­
er. Yet, some, after trying very hard to 
preserve their marriage relationship, have 
finally decided that, in all conscience, they 
have no choice but to separate. What may 
be the grounds for such a step?

10 Willful nonsupport is one basis for 
separation. When entering wedlock, a 
husband assumes the responsibility of providing for his wife and any children 
they may have. The man who does not 
provide for members of his household “has
8. W hat is the substance o f Paul’s counsel at 
1 Corinthians 7:12-16?
9, 10. (a) In view  of 1 T im othy 5:8, what is one 
basis for separation of m arriage m ates? (b) W hat 
should appointed elders do if  a Christian man is 
accused o f refu sin g  to  support h is w ife and chil­
dren?

disowned the faith and is worse than a 
person without faith.” (1 Timothy 5:8) So 
separation is possible if there is willful 
nonsupport. Of course, appointed elders 
should give careful consideration to an 
accusation that a Christian is refusing to 
support his wife and family. Stubborn re­
fusal to support one’s family may result in 
disfellowshipping.

11 Extreme physical abuse is another ba­
sis for separation. Suppose an unbelieving 
mate often gets drunk, becomes enraged, 
and causes the believer physical harm. 
(Proverbs 23:29-35) Through prayer and 
by displaying the fruitage of Jehovah’s 
spirit, the believer may be able to prevent 
such outbursts and make the situation 
endurable. But if the point is reached 
where the health and life of the abused mate actually are in jeopardy, separation 
would be allowable Scripturally. Again, 
congregation elders should look into 
charges of physical abuse when two Chris­
tians are involved in the troubled mar­
riage, and disfellowshipping action may 
have to be taken.—Compare Galatians 5: 
19-21; Titus 1:7.

12 Absoluteendangerment of spirituali­
ty also provides a basis for separation. 
The believer in a religiously divided home 
should do everything possible to take ad­
vantage of God’s spiritual provisions. But 
separation is allowable if an unbeliev­
ing mate’s opposition (perhaps includ­
ing physical restraint) makes it genuinely 
impossible to pursue true worship and ac­tually imperils the believer’s spirituality. Yet, what if a very unhealthy spiritual 
state exists where both mates are believ­
ers? The elders should render assistance,
11. W hat is another basis for separation, but 
what m ight make the situ ation  endurable?
12. (a ) How m ig h t th e  b e liev er’s sp ir itu a li­
ty  have a bearing on the question o f separation?  
(b) W hat is su ggested  if  a very unhealthy sp iri­
tual sta te  ex ists  in a C hristian hom e?
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do separate must bear 
personal responsibility 
for th a t action and 
should realize that all 
of us will render an ac­
count to Jehovah.—He­
brews 4:13.

Christian mates whose marital peace is threatened should discuss 
their problems in a manner befitting those serving Jehovah

but especially should the baptized husband 
work diligently to remedy the situation. 
Of course, if a baptized marriage partner 
acts like an apostate and tries to prevent 
his mate from serving Jehovah, the elders 
should handle matters according to the 
Scriptures. If disfellowshipping takes 
place in a case involving absolute endan- 
germent of spirituality, willful nonsup­
port, or extreme physical abuse, the faith­
ful Christian who seeks a legal separation 
would not be going against Paul’s counsel 
about taking a believer to court.—1 Corin­
thians 6:1-8.

13 If circumstances are extreme, then, 
separation may be warranted. But flimsy 
pretexts obviously should not be used to 
obtain a separation. Any Christians who

A Wise Step?
14 Prayerful thought 

should be given to prob­
lems that separation is 
likely to create. For in­
stance, a one-parent 
family seldom provides 
what two-parent fami­
lies can in balance and 
discipline. And separa­
tion may have an im­
pact on children similar 
to that of divorce, re­
garding which the jour­
nal India Today report­
ed: “Sheena, with large 
eyes that seem to take 

in the whole world, is six. Her parents 
divorced two years ago after an ugly court 
battle. Soon after, her father married an­
other woman. For a year she got bad 
attacks of asthma and constantly sucks 
her thumb. She lives with her mother in 
South Delhi. The mother: ‘My sadness has 
travelled to Sheena. . . . She misses her 
father. . . . She is more mature than most 
children her age. But she has these un­
controllable bouts of crying, as if she 
wants to take out something from within 
her. School was a problem. Children can 
be so cruel. Often, she retreats into a 
world of make-believe: she makes up a 
story about all of us going out together 
for her friends.’ ”

13. U nder w hat circum stances m ay separation  
of m arriage m ates be warranted?

14. (a) W hat problem  is separation  likely to  
create? (b) How m ay separation  affect children?
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15 Often, separation does not work out 
well for a Christian husband and wife 
either. They soon learn that without a 
mate or the children there is a gnawing 
void. Not to be ignored are the pressures 
resulting from separation. Will it be pos­
sible to care for matters from a financial 
standpoint or otherwise? And what if the 
strain of separation results in a fall 
into immorality? Jesus said: “Wisdom is 
proved righteous by its works.” (Matthew 
11:19) Especially when both mates are 
Christians, what is worked out through 
separation has sometimes proved to be 
very unwise.

Work to Resolve Problems
16 Christian mates who find their mari­

tal peace seriously threatened should dis­
cuss their differences in a manner befit­
ting those who serve God. And they surely 
ought to make allowances for imperfec­
tion. (Philippians 2:1-4) But what else can 
be done?

17 Displaying wisdom in connection with 
material things can contribute to marital 
peace. To illustrate: After considering his 
wife’s negative viewpoint, a man may de­
cide, nevertheless, that it is wise for his 
family to move elsewhere. This may seem 
advisable for economic reasons, but it may 
also enable the family to advance King­
dom interests by serving where the need 
is greater. (Matthew 6:33) His Christian 
wife may not favor the move because she 
would be leaving behind her parents or familiar surroundings. But she will be 
wise to cooperate fully with her husband, 
who is the head of the household and has
15. W hat effect m ay separation have on a Chris­
tian  husband or wife?
16. C hristian m ates who find their m arital peace 
threatened should do what?
17. How can d isp laying wisdom  in  connection  
w ith  m ater ia l th in g s  co n tr ib u te  to  m arita l 
peace?

the responsibility of determining where 
his family will live. Moreover, her submis­
siveness and loving cooperation will con­
tribute to domestic peace.—Ephesians 5: 
21-24.

18 Family peace flourishes and problems 
seem less serious when marriage partners 
do things together. For example, Chris­
tian mates have splendid opportunities to 
work with each other in the field ministry. If they do this regularly and take their 
children with them, the entire family will 
benefit. There may also be various oppor­
tunities to strengthen the marriage bond 
by sharing in other wholesome activities 
especially enjoyed by one mate or the other.

19 Properly exercised headship will 
strengthen marital ties. Of course, the 
mature Christian husband will not be a 
dictator. Rather, ‘he will keep on loving 
his wife and will not be bitterly angry 
with her.’ Jehovah expects him to exercise 
loving headship. (Colossians 3:18, 19) In turn, such headship promotes family 
peace.

In Divided Households
20 Being reasonable aids in resolving 

m arital problems between C hristian 
mates. (Philippians 4:5) But reasonable­
ness is also important if peace is threat­
ened in a religiously divided household. If 
an unbelieving husband tries to prevent his Christian wife from serving Jehovah, 
she may endeavor to reason with him, 
tactfully pointing out that she accords him religious freedom and she should log­
ically receive similar treatment. (Matthew 
7:12) Though she is to be in relative sub-
18. W hat opportunities do C hristian m ates have 
to do th in gs together?
19. H eadship of w hat kind will prom ote fam ily  
peace?
20. 21. How m ay reasonableness prove benefi­
cial when peace is threatened in a relig iou sly  
divided household?

24 THE WATCHTOWER-NOVEMBER 1, 1988



jection to her unbelieving husband, God’s 
will must be done where there is a conflict. 
(1 Corinthians 11:3; Acts 5:29) Surely, 
attending Christian meetings three times 
a week is not excessive. But the believing 
wife may find it wise to be at home on 
other evenings and to schedule much of 
her field ministry during hours when her 
husband is working and the children are 
in school. With reasonableness and good 
planning, she need not “give up in doing 
what is fine.”—Galatians 6:9.

21 Reasonableness extends to other mat­
ters too. For example, a person has a right 
to practice a certain religion. But it would 
be reasonable and wise for a Christian 
wife not to place her Bibles and Bible 
study aids where a strongly opposed hus­
band might object. Conflict may be avoid­
ed if such publications are kept among her 
personal effects and she studies them pri­
vately. Of course, she must not compro­
mise on righteous principles.—Matthew 
10:16.

22 If disruption of domestic peace cen­
ters on religious instruction of the chil­
dren, the believing wife can tactfully ar­
range to have them accompany her to 
meetings and in the field ministry. But if 
the unbelieving husband and father pre­
vents this, she can teach the children Bi­
ble principles so that when they grow up 
and leave home, they are likely to pursue 
true worship. If the husband is the believ­
er, as the head of the household, he has 
the Scriptural obligation to raise his chil­
dren as Christians. So he should study the 
Bible with them, take them to meetings, 
and teach them in the field ministry. 
(Ephesians 6:4) Naturally, he should be 
kind, loving, and reasonable in dealing 
with his unbelieving wife.
22. W hat m ight be done if  d isruption  of dom es­
tic  peace cen ters on th e religious instruction  of 
th e  children?

Maintain Peace as a United Family
23 Since marriage partners are “one 

flesh,” they should live together in peace 
according to God’s arrangement for mar­
ried people, especially if both mates are 
Christians. (Matthew 19:5; 1 Corinthians 
7:3-5) But if marital peace is threatened 
in your case, prayerfully review the fore­
going Scriptural points. It may also be 
helpful to think back to the time of your 
courtship. How hard both of you tried to 
do what was right and lay the basis for a 
happy union! Will you now make similar 
efforts to hold your marriage together?

24 Christians united in wedlock have a 
wonderful gift from God—their marriage! 
If you live up to your marital vows and 
maintain integrity to Jehovah, before you 
is the righteous new world in which heart­
rending separation and divorce no longer 
will plague mankind. So show gratitude 
for wedlock as a figurative “threefold 
cord,” with Jehovah as a vital part of it. 
(Ecclesiastes 4:12) And may all members 
of your united household enjoy the bless­
ing of family happiness in a home of rest 
and peace.
23. If m arital peace is  threatened , w hat m ay  
prove helpful?
24. W hat attitu d e should C h ristian s have to ­
ward wedlock?

W h at Are Y our A nsw ers?
□ How would you epitom ize Paul’s 
counsel at 1 Corinthians 7 :10 -16?

□ W hat are valid reasons fo r the 
separation of marriage m ates?

□ How may Christians resolve 
problems when marital peace is 
threatened?

□ In religiously divided households, 
how can reasonableness contribute 
to peace?
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Has God called you to peace?
"If the unbelieving one proceeds to depart, let him 

depart; a brother or a sister is not in servitude under such circumstances, but God has called you to peace." 
— 1 CORINTHIANS 7:15.

JEHOVAH never purposed that wedlock should 
lead to heartrending separation or divorce. Mar­

riage was to be a lasting ‘one-flesh’ bond, resulting 
in joy, rest, and peace. (Genesis 2:24; Ruth 1:9) In 
general, the Scriptures counsel married people to 
remain together, even if one mate is a Christian and 
the other an unbeliever. (1 Corinthians 7:12-16) Moreover, treacherous dealings that result in sever­
ing matrimonial ties make one morally accountable 
to God, who ‘hates a divorcing.’—Malachi 2:13-16.

2 Human imperfection and other factors have 
sometimes led to separation or divorce even among 
baptized servants of God. Because of the high regard 
Christians have for wedlock, however, usually these 
steps are taken only after persistent efforts to hold 
marriages together. In this regard, God himself set 
the supreme example. As the “husbandly owner” of 
ancient Israel, he endured centuries of stubborn­
ness, rebellion, and spiritual adultery on the part of 
his people. (Isaiah 54:1-5; Jeremiah 3:14-17; Hosea 
1:10, 11; 3:1-5) Only after they went beyond the 
point of reclamation did Jehovah cast them off as a 
nation.—Matthew 23:37, 38.

3 At times, congregation elders are approached by 
fellow believers desiring help with serious marital 
problems. The elders are not authorized to tell any­
one to leave or divorce a marriage mate, but they can 
point to what God’s Word says about these matters.
1. Scripturally, how should m arriage be viewed?
2. How do C hristians view  separation and divorce?
3. (a) For w hat Scripturally perm issible reasons m ight a 
C hristian separate from a m arriage m ate? (b) Scriptural 
divorce is possible under what circum stances?

As shown in the preceding article, 
separation is Biblically permissible 
in a case of willful nonsupport, ex­
treme physical abuse, or the abso­
lute endangerment of spirituality. 
It has also been noted that Scrip­
tural divorce with the possibility of 
future remarriage to another part­ner is possible if a mate has com­
mitted “fornication,” which em­
braces several forms of immoral 
sexual relations. (Matthew 19:9) 
Naturally, separation or divorce 
should not be a foregone conclu­
sion, since it may be possible to 
restore marital peace, and even 
adultery or other forms of fornica­tion can be forgiven by an inno­
cent marriage partner.—Matthew 
5:31, 32; compare Hosea 3:1-3.

4 As we noted in the previous 
article, the apostle Paul urged 
married Christians not to leave their mates. (1 Corinthians 7: 10-16) In view of Paul’s words, if an unbelieving mate chooses to re­main with his Christian marriage 
partner, the believer should try to help him spiritually. (1 Peter 3:
4. (a) B riefly  sum m arize w h at P aul 
told married C hristians at 1 C orinthi­
ans 7:10-16. (b) W hen can it  be said: 
“God has called you to peace”?
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1-4) His conversion would do much to make 
the home a place of rest and peace. Yet, if the unbeliever objects to the faith of his 
believing mate so strongly that he chooses 
to separate, what can the Christian do? If 
the believer tried to force him or her to stay, 
the unbeliever might make the situation so 
disagreeable that the Christian would be 
totally robbed of peace. So in the interests 
of peace, the believer can let the unbeliever 
depart. (Matthew 5:9) Only when an un­
believing marriage partner leaves can it be 
said: “God has called you to peace.” These 
words cannot rightly be used to justify sep­
aration of two Christian mates on unscrip- 
tural or frivolous grounds.

5 Every separation or divorce has its in­
dividual factors, and no “formula” covers 
every case. But what problems may a sepa­rated or divorced Christian face? What can 
be done about them? And how can others be 
of help?

Emotional or Sexual Needs
6 Scripturally allowable separation or di­

vorce will solve some problems. But such 
steps basically result in trading one set of 
problems for another. For instance, one di­
vorced Christian said: “I can’t help thank­
ing Jehovah that now I have peace.” But she 
admitted: “It’s not easy raising children as 
one parent. And sometimes one can get very 
lonely and depressed. Even sexually it’s not 
easy. One has to adjust to a whole different 
life.”*

7 If a Christian has a choice, therefore, he 
should think carefully about the possible 
consequences of separation or divorce. For

* For a discussion of one-parent families, please 
see T he W a tc h to w e r  of September 15, 1980, 
pages 15-26.
5. W hat question s now  m erit our consideration?
6. A s regards problem s, w hat can be said about 
separation or divorce?
7. W hy should a C hristian  th in k  carefully about 
th e consequences o f separation or divorce?

example, consider emotional needs, perhaps 
a woman's desire for male companionship. 
(Compare Genesis 3:16.) A divorced woman 
may have strong hopes of remarriage. Some 
desire release from a trying marriage, but 
are they ready to accept the possibility that 
there may not be an opportunity for remar­
riage?

8 Paul wrote: “If she should actually de­
part, let her remain unmarried or else make 
up again with her husband.” (1 Corinthians 
7:11) With some effort, it may be possible 
for a woman to ‘make up with' her husband 
or ‘be reconciled to' him. If Christian mates 
have separated, then, they should give rec­
onciliation very serious, prayerful thought. 
Moreover, they should not ignore the fact 
that sexual impulses may pose a danger. 
How is God likely to view them if their 
failure to become reconciled should result in 
a fall into immorality? Illustrating this dan­
ger is the experience of a certain baptized 
woman. After a divorce, she began dating a 
worldly man, soon became pregnant, and 
was disfellowshipped. Although she was lat­
er reinstated, her experience emphasizes 
the need for caution and prayerful reliance 
on Jehovah so as to avoid ‘sinning against 
God.' (Genesis 39:7-12) It is also obvious 
that emotional and sexual needs should not 
be minimized when separation or divorce is 
initially considered.

Loneliness Can Be Lessened
9 If separation or divorce is unavoidable, 

the resulting problems will have to be faced. 
For instance, loneliness is a serious problem 
for some separated or divorced Christians. What can others do about this? Well, con­
gregation elders and others can show
8. (a) In view  of 1 C orinthians 7:11, to  w hat 
should separated C hristian  m ates g ive prayerful 
thought? (b) W hat needs should not be m in i­
mized when considering separation  or divorce?
9. How m ight we help separated or divorced  
C hristians to com bat lonelin ess?
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spiritual interest in such individuals, seek­
ing to encourage them. (Compare 1 Thes- 
salonians 5:14.) Among other things, we 
might occasionally invite these persons and 
their children to our home for a modest 
meal and upbuilding conversation with our 
family. It is not necessary to spread a ban­
quet, for “better is a dish of vegetables 
where there is love than a manger-fed bull 
and hatred along with it.” (Proverbs 15:17) 
The evening might include the relating of 
experiences enjoyed in the ministry or a 
group study in preparation for a Christian 
meeting.

10 Having the divorced or separated par­
ent and his or her children join your family 
in the field ministry can also help them to 
cope with loneliness. Of course, others can­
not take the place of the missing parent, but 
one divorced Christian woman said: “The 
difficulties of raising my children without a 
man in the house have been minimized con­
siderably by the assistance of elders and 
servants in the congregation who have tried 
to compensate in practical ways.”

11 Yet, there is reason for caution. One 
sister admitted: “Since my son is father­
less, a brother very kindly took an interest 
in him. . . .  I began to see how kind and 
generous he was to my son, and wrong 
desires began to develop within me. It was 
just like David developing a wrong desire 
for something that was not his.” (2 Samuel 
11:1-4) Although sexual immorality did not 
occur, this woman became ashamed of her 
thoughts and flirtatious actions, sought Je­hovah’s forgiveness, and broke off associa­
tion with the brother. How well this illus­
trates the need to reject wrong desires and 
“avoid any semblance of evil”!—1 Thessalo- 
nians 5:22, The New American Bible; Gala­
tians 5:24.
10, 11. (a) In w hat other way m ight a separat­
ed or divorced C hristian be helped? (b) W hat 
reason is there for caution?

12 Loneliness may be lessened by doing 
things for others. “If you are busy reaching 
out and helping others, there is no room for 
self-pity and loneliness,” said one sister 
whose marriage ties had been severed. Such 
“reaching out” by a separated or divorced 
person might include inviting a family to 
one’s home for an evening of spiritually 
upbuilding association. If this is rarely pos­
sible for financial or other reasons, you 
might visit and encourage the sick or oth­
ers. You might also be able to help the 
elderly with their shopping or various 
chores. Give of yourself in such ways, and 
you will have increased evidence that “there 
is more happiness in giving than there is in 
receiving.”—Acts 20:35.

13 Another aid to overcoming loneliness is 
regularly taking the initiative to join fellow 
believers in the Kingdom-preaching work. 
“At times, I do feel lonely for a husband,” 
admitted one sister, “but with my increased 
field-service activity and the new freedom 
to associate with the brothers and sisters, 
these periods are very infrequent and short­
lived.” Regular house-to-house witnessing 
may lead to return visits and home Bible
12. A person m ight lessen  h is or her lonelin ess  
by taking w hat positive action?
13. W hat is another aid to overcom ing lon e li­
ness?

In Our Next Issue
■  A N ew  W o rld  N ear!

■  W ho  W ill B e c o m e  A pproved
by J eh o vah ?

■ “S p iritu a l W o rd s” fo r th e
M e n ta lly  D is tressed
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Prayer can bring all faithful Christians 
“the peace of God” that will guard 

their hearts and mental powers

studies with interested people, some of 
whom may become dedicated servants of 
Jehovah. Of course, overcoming loneliness 
is not our reason for engaging in the min­
istry, but that may be one effect of this 
joyous and blessed activity.—Proverbs 
10:22.

14 All of Jehovah’s people can benefit spir­itually from sharing in the ministry, partic­
ipating in Christian meetings, and ‘seeking 
first the Kingdom.’ (Matthew 6:33) Since 
these wholesome activities have a fine effect 
on Jehovah’s servants in general, such pur­
suits can upbuild separated or divorced 
Christians too. No, these activities will not 
solve all their problems, but they should 
improve their outlook.

Prayer Plays a Vital Role
15 One Christian sister who had to ad­

just to singleness once again was helped 
by “keeping busy in field service . . . and
14. W hat activ itie s  should have a good effect on 
separated or divorced C hristians?
15. Prayer can play w hat role in  the lives of 
those who m ust adjust to  s in g len ess once again?

visiting the ill, elderly, and inactive ones.” 
But she added: “Whenever I feel lonely, I do 
visiting and pray for strength, knowing 
that Satan is very busy.” Yes, heartfelt 
prayer is vital if integrity to God is to be 
maintained. The prayers of separated or 
divorced Christians can include requests 
for Jehovah’s spirit and its fruit of self- 
control so as to keep sexual impulses in 
check. (Luke 11:13; Galatians 5:22, 23; Co- 
lossians 3:5, 6) Moreover, since the making 
of decisions once made by a husband may 
pose problems for some separated or di­
vorced women, they may also need to pray 
for God’s help in deciding matters wisely 
and coping with various trials.—James 1: 
2-8.

16 Feelings of guilt may prove to be trial- 
some. One Christian admitted: “The guilt 
that you feel during a divorce, even if you 
are not the guilty party, can be overwhelm­
ing.” Of course, guilt feelings are under­standable if separation or divorce occurred 
because one unjustifiably refused to fulfill 
marital obligations. (1 Corinthians 7:3-5) 
But if separation or divorce took place for a 
Scriptural reason after prayerful thought, 
it would be fitting to pray for Jehovah’s help to overcome unwarranted guilt feelings. It 
may be added that congregation elders 
should be careful to give Bible-based coun­
sel and not weight their advice in such a 
way that a Christian is made to feel guilty about obtaining or permitting a Biblically 
allowable separation or divorce.

Guarded by “the Peace of God”
17 Separated or divorced Christians often have unique problems. Yet, to some extent, “the same things in the way of sufferings 

are being accomplished in the entire as­
sociation of [our] brothers in the world.”
16. In connection  w ith  separation  or divorce, 
what m ight be said about fee lin g s o f guilt?
17. W hat can help all C h ristian s to  be happy and  
stable in  th is troubled world?
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(1 Peter 5:6-11) For example, persecution 
affects all who serve Jehovah, and most 
Christians face financial or health prob­
lems, disappointments, temptations, and so 
forth. Like other witnesses of Jehovah, 
therefore, the separated or divorced Chris­
tian needs to keep meeting spiritual needs 
by Bible study, regular meeting attendance, 
active field ministry, a rounded-out life of 
sacred service, and constant prayer so as 
to remain close to Jehovah. (Matthew 5:3) 
Failure to do so would jeopardize the spiri­
tuality of any Christian, whereas ‘seeking 
first the Kingdom’ gives each loyal witness 
of Jehovah a notable measure of happiness 
and stability in this troubled world.

18 Our spiritual stability depends on per­
sonal application of God’s Word. Therefore, 
if you are a Christian separated from a 
marriage mate who is also dedicated to God, 
have you taken to heart Paul’s counsel at 
1 Corinthians 7:10-16? Particularly if the 
separation has continued for some time, 
you would do well to make reconciliation a 
matter of earnest prayer. You might also 
ask yourself: What does Jehovah expect of 
me as a married person? Should not Chris­
tian mates harmonize their lives with di­
vine requirements for those who have en­
tered wedlock? Could it be that we are not 
experiencing Jehovah’s blessing because we 
have failed to honor our marriage vows? 
Just think of the good that might be accom­
plished if you were to discuss matters hum­
bly, pray earnestly, and work diligently to 
apply God’s Word in life. How fine it would 
be if the two of you could resolve your 
marital problems and again enjoy life to­
gether in a home of rest and peace!

19 All faithful servants of Jehovah need 
and can enjoy something precious—“the
18. W hat q u estion s and step s m erit serious 
though t by separated C hristian m ates?
19. According to Philippians 4:6, 7, what pre­
cious th in g  can all servants of Jehovah enjoy?

peace of God that excels all thought.” As 
Christians, we can have this treasured 
peace if we heed Paul’s words: “Do not be 
anxious over anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication along with thanks­
giving let your petitions be made known to 
God; and the peace of God that excels all 
thought will guard your hearts and your 
mental powers by means of Christ Jesus.” 
—Philippians 4:6, 7.

20 That peace is God-given tranquillity 
and calmness, even amid the most trialsome 
circumstances. It stems from a close rela­
tionship with Jehovah and a knowledge that 
we are doing what is pleasing in his eyes. 
Those possessing “the peace of God” permit 
his spirit to motivate them, and they are not 
overwhelmed by anxiety. Why? Because 
they know that nothing is allowed to hap­
pen to them that is not by divine permis­
sion. (Ephesians 4:30; compare Acts 11:26.) 
So whether we are single or married, sepa­
rated or divorced, let us cherish “the peace 
of God.” And may we have the same confi­
dence as did David, who declared: “In peace 
I will both lie down and sleep, for you your­
self alone, 0  Jehovah, make me dwell in 
security.”—Psalm 4:8.
20. (a) W hat is “the peace of God”? (b) Regard­
less of our m arital sta tu s, w hat should w e do?

H ow  W ould You Reply?
□ Under w hat circum stances can it 
be said: “God has called you to 
peace”?

□ How can loneliness be lessened?

□ W hat role should prayer play in 
the life of a separated or divorced 
Christian?

□ How would you define “the peace 
of God” that guards the hearts of 
single, married, separated, or 
divorced servants of Jehovah?
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Q uestions  From R eaders
■  To what was Jesus referring as “these” when he asked the 
apostle Peter, “Do you love me more than these?”

The resurrected Jesus was at 
the Sea of Galilee. We read: 
“When, now, they had breakfasted, 
Jesus said to Simon Peter: ‘Simon 
son of John, do you love me more 
than these?’ He said to him: ‘Yes, 
Lord, you know I have affection for 
you.’ He said to him: ‘Feed my 
lambs.” ’—John 21:15.

While the gender of a Greek 
pronoun sometimes indicates its 
subject, the plural tou 'ton  (“these”) 
can have a masculine, feminine, 
or neuter subject. Consequently, 
scholars have suggested three 
possible meanings for Jesus’ 
question:

1. Do you love me more than 
y o u  lo v e  th e s e  o th e r  d is c ip le s?

2. Do you love me more than 
th e s e  d is c ip le s  lo v e  m e ?

3. Do you love me more than 
th e s e  things, su ch  a s  th e  fish ?

Let us reason on these three to 
see which is the most probable.

Number 1. Frankly, few Chris­
tians can imagine Christ’s asking, 
‘Do you love me more than you 
love the disciples?’ Of course we 
should! It would seem especially 
strange to ask Peter such a ques­
tion. He had just been in the boat 
with six other disciples, but when 
he recognized Jesus on the shore, 
Peter abandoned the disciples 
and swam to shore. Showing sim­
ilar attachment, when Christ had 
asked whether the apostles want­
ed to go off with those who were 
stumbled, Peter said that he was 
determined to stay by Jesus. 
—John 6:66-69; 21:7,8.

Number 2. What about the pos­
sibility that Jesus meant, ‘Peter, do 
you have more love for me than 
the other disciples have?’ Many 
commentators have espoused 
this view, since Peter earlier pro­

fessed that he was more loyal to 
Jesus than the others. (Matthew 
26:33-35) Yet, understanding 
John 21:15 in this way requires 
that an unstated verb be implied, 
such as “Do you love me more 
than these [do]?” But such an ex­
tra verb is not in Jesus’ question, 
and it presents grammatical dif­
ficulties. Moreover, it would seem 
out of place for Jesus to ask Peter 
to compare the amount of his love 
to the amount of love that others 
might have. Did not Jesus correct 
the apostles when they fell into 
rivalry?— Mark 9:33-37; 10:35- 
44; Luke 22:24-27.

Could it be, then, that Number 3 
was what Jesus was asking, ‘Do 
you love me more than these 
things, such as the fish?’ This pos­
sibility fits the way the question is 
phrased in Greek, for Peter was 
being asked to choose between 
two things (between Jesus and 
“these”). Such a question would 
also be appropriate in view of Pe­
ter’s past. He had been one of 
the first disciples to follow Je­
sus. (John 1:35-42) Apparently, 
though, Peter did not immediately 
follow Jesus full-time. Rather, he 
returned to his fishing. Thus, some 
months later Jesus called Peter

away from that substantial busi­
ness to become a ‘fisher of men.’ 
(Matthew 4:18-20; Luke 5:1-11) 
Nonetheless, after Jesus’ death, 
Peter initiated a return to this 
career, telling some of the disci­
ples: “I am going fishing.”—John 
21:2, 3.

So it is quite possible that Je­
sus was driving home to Peter 
the need for making a decisive 
choice. What was he going to put 
foremost in life— being a follower 
of Jesus or pursuing a career, as 
suggested by the fish piled before 
them? How significant a place did 
the fish, the nets, the boats, and 
the camaraderie with fellow fisher­
men hold in Peter’s heart? Would 
Peter truly abandon those enjoy­
able things to put foremost his 
love for Christ and the consequent 
feeding of Jesus’ “little sheep”? 
—John 21:17.

We can ask ourselves a similar 
question involving ‘these things’ 
that might attract us, such as our 
interesting job or business, our en­
joyment of secular education, our 
home, or our favorite form of rec­
reation. We can frankly ponder: 
‘Do I love Jesus more than any or 
all of these things?’ Jesus showed 
that if our answer is yes, we will be 
showing it by feeding the “little 
sheep.”

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.
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