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Will There
Always Be

WARS?

N JULY 1, 1916, in the pleas-
O ant farming region of Picardy
in Northern France, the First Bat-
tle of the Somme began. After tre-
mendous artillery bombardments
and aerial attacks, the British and
the French forces launched what
they hoped would be a decisive
breakthrough of the entrenched
German armies that faced them.
But there was no breakthrough.
Instead, on the first day, 20,000
British soldiers were killed. As the
weeks dragged on, the battle con-
tinued with still no breakthrough.
In October torrential rains turned
the battlefield into a sea of mud.
By mid-November the Allies had
advanced a mere five miles.
Meantime, 450,000 German, 200,-
000 French, and 420,000 British
lives had been lost. More than
a million soldiers, most of them
young men, perished in that battle!

This was merely an episode in
the first world war. And the first
world war was only one— albeit
the worst up until then— of the
innumerable wars that have been
fought throughout history. What a
senseless waste of human life!

Why do humans insist on killing
one another in this way? There
are many factors involved, among
which we could mention selfish-
ness, ambition, greed, as well as a
lust for power and prestige. An-

other cause of warfare has been nationalism.
Indeed, warfare reflects the accuracy of the
observation on human history found in the Bi-
ble: “Man has dominated man to his injury.”
— Ecclesiastes 8:9.

Religion too has often fomented war. The
crusades of the Middle Ages were fought by
religious nations for an ostensibly religious
purpose: to win back Palestine for Christen-
dom. In both world wars of this century, clergy
from different denominations have tried to har-
ness the religious feelings of the soldiers to
make them more willing to kill their contempo-
raries on the other side. And some of the con-
flicts that are raging right now have a strongly
religious aspect.

Gleams of Hope

Is there any hope that one day wars will
cease? Yes, there is. Jesus Christ is called the
“Prince of Peace.” When he came to earth, he
lived up to this name, teaching people to love
their neighbors as themselves. He even told
them to love their enemies. (Isaiah 9:6; Mat-
thew 5:44; 22:39) As a result, those who paid
heed to his teachings in the first century be-
came a peaceful, international brotherhood. It
was unthinkable for them to wage war on one
another. Unfortunately, however, the pure faith
of these early Christians was later contaminat-
ed. In time, churches meddled in politics and
their hands came to be drenched with the
blood of the wars of the nations.

Much later, winds of change began to blow
over Europe. It seemed as though mankind
was becoming tired of incessant warfare. In
1899 and again in 1907, international conven-
tions were held in The Hague, the Netherlands.
At the convention of 1899, an agreement was
adopted for the “Pacific [peaceful] Settlement
of International Disputes.” So as the 20th cen-
tury dawned, many hoped that the world would
gradually outgrow its penchant for waging war.
Such hopes, however, were shattered by the
guns of the first world war. Did this mean that
mankind’s hopes for peace would never be
fulfilled?
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HUGE German zeppelin droned
A through the night sky. It was re-
turning home after a raid on London,
and as it passed over a village in
Essex, bombs were dropped. One
of them killed a nurse on leave from
the war in France.
This was a minor episode of World
War |, but it had huge implications. It
was an example of how the 20th cen-
tury, far from ushering in a time when
man would ‘learn war no more,’ has seen
atremendous growth in both the weapons
and the arenas of warfare. (Isaiah 2:2-4) For
thousands of years, wars had been fought on
land and on the surface of the sea. But in World
War |, the fighting spread up into the atmo-
sphere and down under the surface of the sea.
As a result, civilians who were hundreds of miles
from the battle lines were killed by bombs, and
many ships were sent to the bottom of the
ocean by unseen submarines.

Indeed, during that first terrible world war,
8 million soldiers died in the fighting, and an
estimated 12 million civilians died from causes
that included starvation and exposure. “The
tragedy of the Great War [World War I],” accord-
ing to historian H. A. L. Fisher, “was that it was
fought between the most highly civilized peo-
ples in Europe on an issue which a few level-
headed men could easily have composed.” To
justify the horrendous slaughter, it was called
the “war to end wars.” But that phrase soon
came to sound very hollow.

A Peace Organization

Once peace was declared in 1918, an embit-
tered generation demanded that steps be taken
to ensure that such a war could never happen
again. Thus, the League of Nations was born in
1919. But the League was a great disappoint-
ment. In 1939 the world was again plunged into
world war— a war that was even more deadly
than the first.

In World War Il, many cities were reduced to
rubble, turning civilian life into a nightmare. Then
in 1945 atom bombs were dropped on Hiroshi-
ma and Nagasaki, ushering man into the nuclear



age. The hideous mushroom clouds that
rose over those two Japanese cities
were harbingers of athreat that has hung
over mankind ever since.

However, even before those bombs
fell, preparations were being made for
setting up an organization like the de-
funct League of Nations. The result was
the United Nations Organization, which
basically had the same objective as its
predecessor— that of maintaining world
peace. What has it achieved? Well, there
has been no world war since 1945, but
there have been numerous smaller wars
in which millions of people have died.

Does this mean that mankind will nev-
er see the fulfilment of God’'s promise
through Isaiah that men ‘will learn war no
more’? No. It merely means that this will
not be brought about by man. The Bible,
which is called ‘a light to our roadway,’
is the book that contains that inspired
promise. And it is the Bible that shows
that none other than God himself will
finally make all wars to cease.— Psalm
119:105.

An End to All Wars

As mentioned in the preceding article,
there was a group in the first century that
established an international brotherhood
in which it would have been unthinkable
for one member to war against his broth-
er or sister. This was the Christian con-
gregation, whose members in a very lit-
eral sense had ‘beaten their swords into
plowshares.” Today, while mankind as a
whole can make no headway in abolish-
ing war, there is again a group of people
who have achieved this same remark-
able goal. Who are they?

In the years before 1914, this small
group had confidence in the Bible.
Hence, they knew that men’s efforts to
abolish war would not succeed. From
their study of the Bible, they learned that
the year 1914 would be a turning point in

human history, and they gave warning of
this for 40 years. True to Bible prophecy,
1914 was the beginning of atime marked
by famines, pestilences, and earth-
quakes, as well as war. (Matthew 24:3,
7, 8; Luke 21:10, 11) Concerning World
War |, historian James Cameron wrote:
“In 1914 the world, as it was known and
accepted then, came to an end.”

Before that war ended, a terrible flu
epidemic struck on a global scale and
killed 20 million people— more than twice
the number of soldiers that died in the
war itself. Since then, diseases such as
cancer and, more recently, AIDS have
terrified mankind.

Now note another Bible prophecy:
“And because of the increasing of law-
lessness the love of the greater number
will cool off.” (Matthew 24:12) Is this be-
ing fulfilled? Surely! Daily, the media ex-
pose worldwide lawlessness: murders,
muggings, and general mayhem. Fur-
thermore, a political forecast concern-
ing World War Il was that it would bring
“freedom from fear.” In contrast, the Bi-
ble accurately foretold that men would
“become faint out of fear and expectation
of the things coming upon the inhabited
earth.” (Luke 21:26) Once again human
predictions were wrong, and God’s
prophetic words true.

The Chief Warmonger

A warmonger is one who foments war.
Politicians, clergymen, and even busi-
nessmen have played this role. But the
greatest warmonger is none other than
Satan the Deuvil, called in the Scriptures
“the god of this system of things.”
— 2 Corinthians 4:4.

Satan rebelled against Jehovah God
millenniums ago, and later he seduced a
host of angels into joining him. But in
1914 his time was up. The Bible tells us:
“War broke out in heaven: Michael and
his angels battled with the dragon, and
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the dragon and its angels battled but it
did not prevail, neither was a place found
for them any longer in heaven. So down
the great dragon was hurled, the original
serpent, the one called Devil and Satan,
who is misleading the entire inhabited
earth; he was hurled down to the earth,
and his angels were hurled down with
him.”— Revelation 12:7-9.

This explains why the earth has been
such a dangerous place since 1914. The
Bible foretold the result of Satan’s down-
fall: “Woe for the earth ... because the
Devil has come down to you, having great
anger, knowing he has a short period of
time.” (Revelation 12:12) How short a
time? Jesus said: “This generation [the
one seeing the events starting in 1914]
will by no means pass away until all these
things occur.” (Matthew 24:34) What
things? All the disasters and turmoil that
Jesus prophesied for our day.

However, the Bible shows that in spite
of the debacle of the League of Nations
and the present impotence of the United
Nations Organization, the nations would
not cease their own efforts to make
peace. Indeed, the time will come when
they will think they have succeeded.
There will be a great cry of “peace and
security,” but this is to be followed by
the “sudden destruction” of this corrupt
world. Being in the dark, men will be tak-
en by surprise by this turn of events,
which will come “as a thief in the night.”
— 1 Thessalonians 5:2, 3.

What will this lead to? To the war that
really is a “war to end wars”: the battle of
Armageddon, called in the Bible “the war
of the great day of God the Almighty.”
This will mean destruction of all evil ele-
ments and their supporters. “Evildoers
themselves will be cut off.” (Revelation
16:14-16; Psalm 37:9) Finally, Satan,
the great warmonger, will be confined in
a place where he can have no further
influence on humans. Eventually, he too
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is to be destroyed.— Revelation 20:1-3,
7-10.

Notice, however, that this will not be a
war of mindless destruction with sense-
less slaughter of innocent and guilty
alike. There will be survivors, and these
will be ones who are “rendering [God]
sacred service day and night.” Yes, those
who cease to learn war even now and
who follow the peaceful ways of a true
Christian will survive this last, great war.
Will they be many? The Bible calls them
“a great crowd, which no man was able
to number, out of all nations and tribes
and peoples and tongues.”— Revelation
7:9, 14, 15.

After the Storm

What a relief these will feel! Instead of
many nationalistic governments, there
will be only one government: the King-
dom of God. (Daniel 2:44; Matthew 6:
9, 10) Instead of the proud and ambi-
tious, the meek will inherit the earth and
“find their exquisite delight in the abun-
dance of peace.” (Psalm 37:10,11) “God
himself. . . will wipe out every tear from
their eyes, and death will be no more,
neither will mourning nor outcry nor pain
be anymore.” (Revelation 21:3, 4) Jeho-
vah will make “wars to cease to the ex-
tremity of the earth.” Swords will be beat-
en into plowshares, spears into pruning
shears, and ‘they will not learn war any-
more.— Psalm 46:8, 9; Isaiah 2:4.

Would you not like to live in such a
world? Of course you would! Well, the
possibility is there. The first step is to
study God’s Word, the Bible, and assure
yourself that this hope is true and sound-
ly based. Then, find out from the Bible
what God’s will is for you now and
act accordingly. True, study means ef-
fort, but it is worth it. Jesus said that the
knowledge you gain, if you use it prop-
erly, will mean “everlasting life.” (John
17:3) Is there anything more important
than that?



Kingdom Proclaimers Report
A Husband’s Perseverance Unites a Family

WHAT would you do if you
accepted the truth and then
your mate bitterly opposed you
and did everything within her
power to break your integrity?
Would you be strengthened by
Paul’'s words at 2 Timothy 3:12,
where he says: “All those desir-
ing to live with godly devotion
in association with Christ Jesus
will also be persecuted”? Would
you endure or would you give
up? A Christian man in Italy
faced such a challenge. He
did not give up, and Jehovah
blessed him for it.

The man in question was for-
merly an avid communist, but he
was also an ardent Catholic. He
believed in the equality of peo-
ple and felt that both move-
ments preached this ideal. One
of his workmates spoke to him
about God'’s Kingdom, and he at
once recognized that this was
the only way that equality could
be achieved. He took to the
truth with the same fervor that
he had shown for communism
and Catholicism and was bap-
tized in 1972. What about his
wife? She bitterly opposed him.
She relates:

“It was in 1970 that my hus-
band had his first contact with
Jehovah’s Witnesses at his
place of work. Gradually, as he
studied the Bible, | came to re-
alize that it was a new religion
and had points that | did not
agree with. Persecution began
immediately from me and other
family members”

She continues: “My hus-
band’'s parents harassed him,
using every means possible to
stop him. As my husband ad-
vanced in Bible knowledge, he
saw the need to rid our home of

idols. | told him if he did that,
something grave would happen.
He destroyed a religious pic-
ture, and | launched a full-scale
verbal and physical attack on
him and tore up several of his
magazines. At my yelling, my
parents-in-law rushed in and
hurled themselves at him too,
but he did not retaliate.

“The disagreements contin-
ued until | left him when he op-
posed our daughter's attending
catechism at church. My hus-
band told me that if | did not
return home, he would make a
formal charge of abandonment.
After a week | decided to return.

“In a further attempt to stop
him, | went to a spirit medium
and asked that a spell be put
on him. The medium started to
guestion me, and | explained the
situation. Upon learning it, he
told me that no kind of spell has
any effect on one of Jehovah's
Witnesses.

“We thought of consulting the
local priest. The priest advised
us to go to a lawyer. To my
surprise the lawyer encouraged
me to attend the meetings of
Jehovah’s Witnesses with my

husband. My father-in-law, who
was with me, objected, saying
that his family was very devoted
to San Rocco, The Protector’ of
our town. However, the lawyer
explained that this ‘saint,’ like all
other idols, was false. Then he
identified himself as chairman
of Catholic Action and told us
that he did not participate at all
in the religious feasts because,
having read the Bible, he knew
that they were all false. In con-
clusion, he said: ‘Go with your
husband and be at peace. Lis-
ten to him, and you too start to
study the Bible.’

“With this encouragement, |
reflected on the conduct,
changes, and perseverance of
my husband, and | started at-
tending meetings of Jehovah’s
Witnesses along with him. Im-
pressed by the love shown
there, | studied, enrolled in the
Theocratic Ministry School, and
started in field service. Finally,
| symbolized my dedication in
1977 and am happy now to be
in the truth, thanks to Jehovah
who helped my husband to per-
severe and unite the whole fam-
ily in His worship.”
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of Dedication, or Hanukkah, a festival that cel-

ebrates the rededication to Jehovah of the
temple. In 168 B.C.E., about 200 years earlier, Anti-
ochus IV Epiphanes had captured Jerusalem and
desecrated the temple and its altar. However, three
years later Jerusalem was recaptured and the tem-
ple was rededicated. Afterward, an annual rededi-
cation celebration was held.

This Festival of Dedication takes place on Chis-
lev 25, the Jewish month that corresponds to the
last part of November and first part of December on
our modern calendar. Thus, only a little over a
hundred days remain until the momentous Passover
of 33 C.E. Because it is the season of cold weather,
the apostle John calls it “wintertime.”

Jesus now uses an illustration in which he men-
tions three sheepfolds and his role as the Fine
Shepherd. The first sheepfold he speaks of is iden-
tified with the Mosaic Law covenant arrangement.
The Law served like a fence that separated the
Jews from the corrupting practices of those people
not in this special covenant with God. Jesus ex-
plains: “Most truly | say to you, He that does not
enter into the sheepfold through the door but climbs
up some other place, that one is a thief and a
plunderer. But he that enters through the door is
shepherd of the sheep.”

Others had come and claimed to be the Messiah,
or Christ, but they were not the true shepherd of
whom Jesus goes on to speak: “The doorkeeper
opens to this one, and the sheep listen to his voice,
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them
out.... A stranger they will by no means follow but
will flee from him, because they do not know the
voice of strangers.”

The “doorkeeper” of the first sheepfold was John
the Baptizer. As the doorkeeper, John ‘opened to’
Jesus by identifying him to those symbolic sheep

JESUS is in Jerusalem at the time of the Festival
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that he

pasture. These

Jesus calls by name
leads out are eventually ad-
mitted to another sheepfold,
as he explains: “Most truly |
say to you, | am the door of
the sheep,” that is, the door
of a new sheepfold. When
Jesus institutes the new
covenant with his disciples
and from heaven pours holy
spirit upon them the follow-
ing Pentecost, they are ad-
mitted to this new sheep-
fold.

Further explaining his
role, Jesus says: “l am
the door; whoever enters

through me will be saved,
and he will go in and out and



find pasturage___|I have come that they
might have life and might have it in
abundance. ... | am the fine shepherd,
and | know my sheep and my sheep
know me, just as the Father knows me
and | know the Father; and | surrender
my soul in behalf of the sheep.”
Recently, Jesus had comforted his
followers, saying: “Have no fear, little
flock, because your Father has ap-
proved of giving you the kingdom.” This
little flock, which eventually numbers
144,000, comes into this new, or sec-
ond, sheepfold. But Jesus goes on to
observe: “I have other sheep, which are
not of this fold; those also | must bring,

and they will listen to my voice, and they
will become one flock, one shepherd.”
/ Since the “other sheep” are “not of
this fold,” they must be of another fold,
a third one. These last two folds, or pens
of sheep, have different destinies. The
“little flock” in one fold will rule with
Christ in heaven, and the “other sheep”
in the other fold will live on the Paradise
earth. Yet, despite being in two folds,
the sheep have no jealousy, nor do they
feel segregated, for as Jesus says, they
“become one flock” under “one shep-
herd.”
The Fine Shepherd, Jesus Christ, will-
Ungly gives his life for both folds of
fAsheep. “I surrender it of my own ini-
‘"wBL tiative,” he says. “l have authority
to surrender it, and | have
authority to receive it again.
The commandment on this |
received from my Father.”
When Jesus says this, a di-
vision results among the
Jews.
Many of the crowd say: “He
has a demon and is mad. Why
do you listen to him?” But others re-
spond: “These are not the sayings of a
demonized man.” Then, evidently refer-
ring back a couple of months to his
curing of the man born blind, they add:
“A demon cannot open blind people’s
eyes, can it?” John 10:1-22; 9:1-7; Luke
12:32; Revelation 14:1,3; 21:3,4; Psalm
37:29.

+ What is the Festival of Dedication, and when
is it celebrated?

+ What is the first sheepfold, and who is its
doorkeeper?

+ How does the doorkeeper open to the Shep-
herd, and to what are the sheep thereafter ad-
mitted?

+ Who make up the Fine Shepherd’s two folds,
and how many flocks do they become?
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Jehovah Fills My Every Need

As told by John E. (Ted) Sewell
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8, For married Christians, what counsel is espe-
clally noteworthr

9, What counsel did Paul provide for Christian
husbands?

10. Inview of 1 Timothy 5:8, what responsibility
does a Christian husband have?
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18. At Ephesians 6:1-4, what counsel did Paul
gilve children and parents?
9. What can strengthen the parent-child bond?
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21. According to Proverbs 24:3, 4, how can a
home be maintained as a place of rest and peace?

Do You Recall?

O For a tranquil homelife, what
choice should be made by an
unmarried Christian contemplating
wedlock?

O According to Ephesians 5:21-33,
what must husbands and wives do
to achieve domestic peace?

O How can applying the counsel at
Ephesians 4:26, 27 help to make
the home a place of peace?

O In what way can younger ones
contribute to family peace?

O How can we maintain our homes
as places of rest and peace?
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of remarrrage to someone else Scripturally ac-
ceptable?
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6. (a) What is the essence of Paul’s counsel at
1 Corinthians 7:10, 11?7 (b) How should Christian
mates resolve marital problems?

7. (a) It Christian mates do separate, what is
their’ Scriptural position?, (b% The seﬁaratron of
two married Christians might have what bearing
on service privileges?
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8. What is the substance of Paul’s counsel at
1 Corinthians 7:12-16?

9, 10. (a) Inview of 1 Timothy 5:8, what is one
basis for separatjon of marriagé mates? (b) What
should appointed elders do 1t a Christian man Js
gegtrr]sed of refusing to support his wife and chil-
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11. What is another basis for separation, but
what might make the situation endurahle?

a) How might the believer’s spirituali-
% have a bearing on the question of seParatron?
E What is suggested if g very unhealthy spiri-
ual state exists"in a Christian home?
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Prayerfu

Christian mates whose marital peace is threatened should discuss
their problems in a manner befitting those serving Jehovah
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texts obvIoUs (P f, euse stor% ahout all of us going out together
taln a separatl n nstlans who for er friends.”
13. Under what cncumstances ,may separation ) What problem is separation likely to
of marriage mates be warranted? reate b) How may separation affect children?
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15. What effect ma separatron have on a Chris-
tian husband or wife?

. Christian mates who frnd their marital peace
threatened should do what?
17. How can drsHIayrng wisdom in connection
with materral things “contribute to marital
peace?
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18. What ospportunrtres do Christian mates have
to do things together?

19, Heads Ip of what kind will promote family
gace?

80 21, How may reasonableness prove benefi-
clal when peace 'is threatened in ‘a religiously
divided household?
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22. What might be done if drsruptron of domes-

tic peace centers on the religious instruction of
the children?

Maintain Peace as a United Family
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23. If marital peace is threatened, what may
grove helpful?
4, What attitude should Christians have to-
ward wedlock?

What Are Your Answers?

O How would you epitomize Pauls
counsel at 1 Corinthians 7:10-167

O What are valid reasons for the
separation of marriage mates?

O How may Christians resolve
problems when marital peace is
threatened?

O In religiously divided households,
how can reasonableness contribute
to peace?
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1. Scripturally, how should marriage be viewed?

2. How do Cliristians view separation and divorce?

3. (a) For what Scripturally permissible Teasons mrght a
Christian separate from a marriage mate? (b) Scriptural
divorce is possible under what circumstances?
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ans 7:10-16. (b) When can it be said:
“God has called you to peace™
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*For a discussion of one- garent families, please
see The Watchtower of September 15, 1980,
pages 15-26.

5. What questions now merit our consideration?
6. As regards roblems what can be said about
separation or divorce?

7."Why should a Christian think carefully about
the consequences of separation or divorce?
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8, (I) In view of 1 Corinthians 7;11, to what
should separated Christian mates give prayerful
thought (b) What needs should "not he mini-
mized when consrderrng separation or divorce?

|vorce IS

. How mrP ht we help separated or divorced
0

Chrrstrans combat loneliness?
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In Our Next Issue

m A New World Near!
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m “Spiritual Words” for the
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All faithful servants of Jehova neﬁd
and can enjoy something precious— the

18. What %uestrons and . steps merrt serious
thouRhtb eparated Christian mates?

ccording to Philippians 4:6, 7, what pre-
cious thing can all servants of Jehovah enjoy?
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20. (a) What is “the peace of God™? (b) Re ard
less of our marital status, what should we

How Would You Reply?

O Under what circumstances can it
be said: “God has called you to
peace”?

O How can loneliness be lessened?

O What role should prayer play in
the life of a separated or divorced
Christian?

O How would you define “the peace
of God” that guards the hearts of
single, married, separated, or
divorced servants of Jehovah?



Questions From Readers

1 To what was Jesus referring as “these” when he asked the
apostle Peter, “Do you love me more than these?”

The resurrected Jesus was at
the Sea of Galilee. We read:
“When, now, they had breakfasted,
Jesus said to Simon Peter: ‘Simon
son of John, do you love me more
than these?’ He said to him: ‘Yes,
Lord, you know | have affection for
you.” He said to him: ‘Feed my
lambs.”’—John 21:15.

While the gender of a Greek
pronoun sometimes indicates its
subject, the plural t0U'toN (“these”)
can have a masculine, feminine,
or neuter subject. Consequently,
scholars have suggested three
possible meanings for Jesus’
question:

1. Do you love me more than
you love these other disciples?

2. Do you love me more than
these disciples love me?

3. Do you love me more than
these things, such as the fish?

Let us reason on these three to
see which is the most probable.

Number 1. Frankly, few Chris-
tians can imagine Christ's asking,
‘Do you love me more than you
love the disciples?’ Of course we
should! It would seem especially
strange to ask Peter such a ques-
tion. He had just been in the boat
with six other disciples, but when
he recognized Jesus on the shore,
Peter abandoned the disciples
and swam to shore. Showing sim-
ilar attachment, when Christ had
asked whether the apostles want-
ed to go off with those who were
stumbled, Peter said that he was
determined to stay by Jesus.
—John 6:66-69; 21:7,8.

Number 2. What about the pos-
sibility that Jesus meant, ‘Peter, do
you have more love for me than
the other disciples have?’ Many
commentators have espoused
this view, since Peter earlier pro-

fessed that he was more loyal to
Jesus than the others. (Matthew
26:33-35) Yet, understanding
John 21:15 in this way requires
that an unstated verb be implied,
such as “Do you love me more
than these [do]?” But such an ex-
tra verb is not in Jesus’ question,
and it presents grammatical dif-
ficulties. Moreover, it would seem
out of place for Jesus to ask Peter
to compare the amount of his love
to the amount of love that others
might have. Did not Jesus correct
the apostles when they fell into
rivalry?—Mark 9:33-37; 10:35-
44; Luke 22:24-27.

Could it be, then, that Number 3
was what Jesus was asking, ‘Do
you love me more than these
things, such as the fish?' This pos-
sibility fits the way the question is
phrased in Greek, for Peter was
being asked to choose between
two things (between Jesus and
“these”). Such a question would
also be appropriate in view of Pe-
ter's past. He had been one of
the first disciples to follow Je-
sus. (John 1:35-42) Apparently,
though, Peter did not immediately
follow Jesus full-time. Rather, he
returned to his fishing. Thus, some
months later Jesus called Peter

away from that substantial busi-
ness to become a ‘fisher of men.’
(Matthew 4:18-20; Luke 5:1-11)
Nonetheless, after Jesus’ death,
Peter initiated a return to this
career, telling some of the disci-
ples: “I am going fishing.”—John
21:2, 3.

So it is quite possible that Je-
sus was driving home to Peter
the need for making a decisive
choice. What was he going to put
foremost in life—being a follower
of Jesus or pursuing a career, as
suggested by the fish piled before
them? How significant a place did
the fish, the nets, the boats, and
the camaraderie with fellow fisher-
men hold in Peter's heart? Would
Peter truly abandon those enjoy-
able things to put foremost his
love for Christ and the consequent
feeding of Jesus’ “little sheep”?
—John 21:17.

We can ask ourselves a similar
gquestion involving ‘these things’
that might attract us, such as our
interesting job or business, our en-
joyment of secular education, our
home, or our favorite form of rec-
reation. We can frankly ponder:
‘Do | love Jesus more than any or
all of these things?’ Jesus showed
that if our answer is yes, we will be
showing it by feeding the “little
sheep.”

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.
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