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The Sign
Proof That the 

New World Is Near?
“Nation shall rise against nation, and  
kingdom  against kingdom : and there  
shall be fam ines, and pestilences, and 

earthquakes, in [vario u s] places.”
— M atth ew  2 4 :7 , King James Version.

WHILE W orld  W ar I raged, T h e  W a tc h  
T o w e r , April 1 5 ,191 7 , quoted these 

w ords and s ta ted : “We see now a partia l 
fu lfillm en t o f th is  p rophe tic  s ta tem ent, in 
th a t p ra c tica lly  all the  nations of earth  are 
engaged in dead ly  con flic t. The available 
food supp ly  is eve ryw here  decreasing 
and the  co s t o f living increasing.”

Now, 71 yea rs  later, th is  m agazine is 
s till d raw ing  its  reade rs ’ a tten tion  to th is  
prophecy. Three anc ien t h is to rians re ­
corded th is  p rophecy as part o f “ the s ign” 
given by Jesus C h ris t.— M atthew  2 4 :3 ,7 ; 
M ark 1 3 :4 ,8 ; Luke 2 1 :7 ,1 0 ,1 1 .

S ince 1914, hundreds o f m illions of 
lives have been snu ffed  ou t by wars, 
fam ines, pestilences, and o the r d isa s ­
ters. T h e  N e w  E n c y c lo p e d ia  B r i t a n n ic a  
(1987) lis ts  63 “ M a jo r h is to rica l e a rth ­
quakes” spann ing the  past 1,700 years. 
O f th is  to ta l, 27, o r 43  percent, have 
s truck  s ince  1914. The book T e r ra  N o n  
F irm a ,  by P ro fessors Gere and Shah, has 
a lis t covering a longer period. O f the 
to ta l “s ign ifican t” earthquakes in tha t list, 
54  pe rcen t have taken p lace since 1914.* 
Even g ran ting  th a t reco rds  from  past 
cen tu ries  are  incom plete, we cannot es ­
cape the conc lus ion  th a t in our tim e man-

* The World Book Encyclopedia (1987) lists 
37 “Major Earthquakes,” from 526 C.E. forward. 
Of this list, 65 percent have occurred since 
1914.

kind has been g rea tly  a ffec ted  by e a rth ­
quakes.

Som ething even more ho rrify ing  s truck  
men’s hearts w ith  the  exp lod ing o f atom 
bom bs on the Japanese c itie s  o f H iro ­
shim a and Nagasaki. The nuc lear pow ers 
now possess so m any w eapons o f mass 
destruc tion  th a t hum anity  is th rea tened 
w ith  extinction . As the h is to rian  Luke w ent 
on to  record in Jesus ’ p rophecy: “There 
w ill be fearfu l s igh ts  and from  heaven 
great s igns . . .  and on the  earth  anguish 
of nations, not know ing the  w ay ou t . . . 
while men becom e fa in t ou t o f fea r and 
expecta tion  of the  th ings com ing upon the 
inhabited earth .”— Luke 2 1 :1 1 ,25 , 26.

A lthough the  superpow ers  may agree 
to  reduce the num bers o f som e w eapons 
in the ir arsenals, such agreem ents w ill not 
reduce man’s fea r o f v io lent crim e, e co ­
nom ic collapse, and te rro rism . “W hat w o r­
ries people m ost now adays,” s ta tes  an 
A frican new spaper, “ is the ir ow n personal
sa fe ty__ Crime has gone c ra z y . . . ;  there
is an a ll-pervad ing  fea r.” Yes, and Jesus 
fo re to ld  th a t “ the  increasing o f law less­
ness” is ye t ano the r accu ra te  de ta il o f the 
s ign.— M atthew  24:12.

“Good News”
You w ill be re lieved to  hear, though, tha t 

the trag ic  deve lopm ents ju s t m entioned 
are fo re to ld  to  be accom panied by “good 
news [be ing ] p reached in all the  inhabited 
earth .” (M a tthew  2 4 :14 ) The “good new s” 
is about G od’s K ingdom . A lready, th a t su ­
perhuman w orld  governm ent has g a th ­
ered m illions o f loyal sub jec ts . It w ill soon 
intervene in human a ffa irs  and sa tis fy  
man’s need fo r a righ teous new world. 
— Luke 2 1 :2 8 -3 2 ; 2 Peter 3 :13 .

M any brush aside the  “good new s” in 
d isbelie f. O thers say they  believe it, but 
they do little  about it. Som e ac t on it fo r a 
time, then they  begin to  doubt. W ere such 
negative reactions a lso fo re to ld  as pa rt o f 
the sign? M ore im portan t, how  can you 
personally benefit from  th is  s ign?
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The Sign
Are You 

Heeding it?
t i l  A #E W AN T peop le  o f eve ry  coun-

V V  fry  to  en joy  p rospe rity , w e lfa re  
and happ iness. The road to  th is  lies 
th ro u g h  p roceed ing  to  a nuc lea r-free , 
n o n -v io le n t w o r ld .” — P e r e s t r o ik a ,  by 
S ov ie t leader M ikha il G orbachev.

Ju s tifia b ly , m any doub t th a t man is 
rea lly  capab le  o f p roduc ing  such world 
cond itions . A no the r leader, Jesus Christ, 
p rom ised som eth ing  g ra n d e r— a para­
d ise  earth  w here  even the  death  process 
w ill be reversed. (M a tth e w  5 :5 ; Luke 23: 
43 ; John 5 :28 , 29) O f course, the  means 
to  accom p lish  th is  is d iv ine in tervention . 
In a nsw e r to  the  question  of “w hen” such 
in te rve n tio n  w ou ld  com e, Jesus sa id : 
“The  k ingdom  o f God is not com ing w ith  
s tr ik in g  obse rvab leness.” A t firs t, only 
keen ly  o bse rvan t ones w ith  a figura tive  
eag le  eye  w ou ld  rea lize  it. (Luke  17: 
20, 37 ) W hy so?

Why We Need the Sign
S ince  his ascens ion  to  heaven, Jesus 

C h ris t “d w e lls  in unapp roachab le  light, 
w hom  no t one o f men has seen or can 
see.” (1 T im o th y  6 :1 6 ) Thus, lite ra l hu ­
m an eyes w ill never see him again. As 
Jesus  sa id  on the  last day  o f his ea rth ly  
life : “A little  longer and the  w orld  w ill 
beho ld  me no m ore.” (John 14 :19) He 
can be seen on ly in a f ig u r a t iv e  way. 
— E phesians 1 :18 ; R eve la tion  1:7.

Yet, Jesus sa id  th a t it w ou ld  be pos­
s ib le  fo r h is d isc ip le s  to  d isce rn  when 
G od ’s K ingdom  w ou ld  com m ence ruling.
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How? By m eans o f a sign. In answ e r to  
the question , “W hat w ill be th e  s ign  o f 
your p resence?” Jesus ou tlined  v is ib le  
p roo f o f h is fu tu re  inv is ib le  ru le .— M a t­
thew  24:3 .

Included in the  s ign w as an illu s tra tio n  
show ing w h a t k ind o f peop le  w ou ld  b e n ­
e fit from  it. “W herever the  ca rca ss  is,” 
said Jesus, “ the re  the  eag les w ill be 
ga thered to g e th e r.” (M a tth e w  2 4 :2 8 ) All 
w ho w an t to  su rv ive  the  end o f the  p re s ­
en t system  in to  G od’s new  w o rld  m ust 
‘ga the r toge the r' and en joy  sp iritu a l food  
along w ith  C h r is t’s e a g le like  “ch o se n  
ones.”— M a tth e w  2 4 :3 1 ,4 5 -4 7 .

Guarding Against Impatience
No human can w o rk  ou t th e  da te  fo r  

the  end o f the  p resen t w icked  system . 
“C oncern ing th a t day  or the  hour,” Jesus 
said, “ nobody know s, ne ithe r the  ange ls  
in heaven nor the  Son, bu t th e  F a the r.” 
— M ark 13:32, 33.

M igh t it be, though, th a t th e  s ign cou ld  
occu r over the  span o f m any hum an 
genera tions?  No. The sign is to  o ccu r 
during one p a rticu la r genera tion . The  
sam e genera tion  th a t w itnessed  the  be ­
ginning of the  sign w ill a lso  w itn e ss  its  
c lim ax in “a tr ibu la tion  such as has no t 
occurred  from  the  beginn ing o f the  c re ­
a tion .” Three h is to rians, M a tthew , M ark, 
and Luke, recorded  Jesus ’ assu rance  o f 
th is .— M ark  13:19, 30 ; M a tth e w  24 :1 3 , 
21, 22, 34 ; Luke 21 :28 , 32.

There is, how ever, th e  dange r o f b e ­
com ing im pa tien t. S e v e n ty -fo u r ye a rs  
have p a sse d  s in c e  th e  o u tb re a k  o f 
W orld W ar I in 1914. From  a hum an 
view po in t, th is  m ay seem  a ve ry  lo n g  
time. But som e eag le -eye d  C hris tians  
w ho saw  W orld  W ar I a re  s till ve ry  m uch 
alive. T he ir genera tion  has not passed 
away.

W hen he gave the  sign, Jesus w arned  
about the  dange r o f becom ing  im p a ­
tient. He spoke  o f ind iv idua ls  w ho  w ould



M any are  so absorbed in pleasures that 
they neglect the sign

say in th e ir  hea rt: “ M y m aste r is d e la y ­
ing.” Jesus show ed  th a t such fee lings, if 
not checked , cou ld  lead to  foo lish  a c ­
tion. (M a tth e w  2 4 :4 8 -5 1 ) C h ris t’s apos­
tles  had m ore to  say  abou t th is.

“Ridiculers”
A cco rd ing  to  the  B ib le  w rite r Jude, 

C h r is t’s a p o s tle s  sounded the  fo llow ing  
w arn ing : “ In th e  las t tim e  the re  w ill be 
rid icu le rs , p roceed ing  acco rd ing  to  the ir 
ow n des ires  fo r ungod ly  th in g s .”— Jude 
17, 18.

The des ire  fo r life  in a c lean new w orld  
can  eas ily  be rep laced  by “des ires  fo r 
ungod ly  th in g s .” Th is  is e spec ia lly  dan­
ge rous to d a y  because  o f the  w o rld ’s 
m e thods o f exp ress ion  and com m un ica ­
tion. N ever be fo re  in hum an h is to ry  have 
v io lence, sp iritism , and sexua l im m ora li­
ty  been pa raded  to  such  an ex ten t. They 
are o ften  th e  them e o f rad io  and m usic

presen ta tions , and th e y  are  seen in nu ­
m erous TV p rogram s, v ideos, a d ve rtise ­
m ents, books, and m agazines.

The sign po in ts  to  the  end o f such 
ungod liness. N a tu ra lly , then, som e peo­
ple w ho have an a p p e tite  fo r  ungod ly  
th ings rid icu le  the  s ign. As fo re to ld , th e y  
argue th a t “ a ll th in g s  a re  co n tin u in g  
exac tly  as from  c re a tio n ’s beg inn ing .” 
— 2 Peter 3 :3 , 4.

‘Love Cools Off’
R ecently , a 7 5 -y e a r-o ld  A m erican  au ­

thor, Paul Bow les, w as in te rv iew ed  by  
N e w s w e e k  m agaz ine . A n sw e rin g  th e  
ques tion , “W h a t is yo u r v ie w  o f the  
w o rld? ” B ow les sa id : “The  w orld  has 
gone to  p ieces in a m ora l sense. No one 
is honest anym ore  the  w a y  th e y  w ere  
60 years ago. There  w as  a co n ce p t o f 
w h a t is a gen tlem an ; it w as  a va lued 
a ttr ib u te  o f ou r W este rn  cu ltu re . Now  no 
one [ca res ]. There  is a lso  an enorm ous 
em phasis  on m oney.”

Th is s itua tion  is ju s t as the  B ib le  p re ­
d ic ted . Jesus fo re to ld : “ B ecause  o f the  
increasing o f law lessness  the  love o f 
the  g re a te r num ber w ill coo l o ff.” (M a t­
thew  24 :12 ; 2 T im o thy  3 :1 -5 )  As s e lf­
ishness and greed increase , love fo r 
God decreases. M ore  and m ore people 
show  th a t they  pu t th e ir  ow n des ires  
ahead o f G od ’s law s by engag ing  in 
crim ina l ac ts , te rro rism , d ishone s t bus i­
ness p rac tices , sexual im m ora lity , and 
drug abuse.

Som e recogn ize  the  fu lfillm e n t o f the  
sign but fa il to  a c t on it because  o f being 
so w rapped  up in p leas ing  them se lves. 
On the  o th e r hand, heed ing the  sign 
requ ires endu ran ce  in show ing  unse lfish  
love fo r God and n e ighb o r.— M a tth e w  
24 :13 , 14.

“Anxieties of Life”
Jesus a lso  w arned  tha t, bes ides  s e lf­

ish p leasures, leg itim a te  phys ica l needs
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Heeding the sign involves gathering  
together to feed  on God’s Word

cou ld  so abso rb  som e th a t th e y  would 
n eg lec t th e  sign. He urged: “ Pay a tte n ­
tion  to  you rse lves  th a t you r hearts  nev­
e r becom e w e ighed  dow n w ith  ove rea t­
ing and heavy d rink ing  and anx ie ties o f 
life , and sudden ly  th a t day  be ins tan tly  
upon you as a snare. For it w ill com e in 
upon all those  dw e lling  upon the  face  o f 
all the  e a rth .”— Luke 2 1 :34, 35.

The B ib le, o f course, encourages hap­
py fam ily  life. (E phes ians 5 :2 4 -6 :4 )  O f­
ten th is  requ ires  th a t a fam ily  head be 
invo lved in som e so rt o f em ploym ent or 
bus iness  to  m ake p rov is ions  fo r his w ife  
and ch ild ren . (1 T im o th y  5 :8 ) Yet, it 
w ou ld  be sh o rts ig h te d  to  a llow  one’s life  
to  revo lve  so le ly  around fam ily, busi­
ness, and m ateria l th ings. Because of 
th is  danger, Jesus w arned : “Jus t as it 
o ccu rred  in the  days o f Noah, so it w ill 
be a lso  in the  days  o f the  Son o f man: 
th e y  w ere  eating , they  w ere  drinking, 
men w ere  m arry ing , w om en w ere being

given in m arriage, un til th a t day  w hen 
Noah ente red  in to  the  ark, and th e  flood 
arrived and d e s troyed  them  all. . . . The 
sam e w ay it w ill be on th a t day  w hen the  
Son of man is to  be revea led .” — Luke 
1 7 :26 -30 ; M a tth e w  2 4 :3 6 -3 9 .

“Taken Along” or “Abandoned”?
The hour is late. Soon, G od ’s K ingdom  

w ill in te rvene to  se t m a tte rs  s tra ig h t. 
Then every hum an w ill be a ffec ted  in 
one o f tw o  w ays. As Jesus  exp la ined : 
“Then tw o  men w ill be in th e  fie ld : one 
w ill be taken  along and the  o th e r be 
abandoned; tw o  w om en w ill be g rind ing  
at the  hand m ill: one w ill be taken  a long 
and the  o th e r be abandoned .”— M a t­
thew  24 :40 , 41.

W hen th a t c ruc ia l tim e arrives, w h a t 
w ill you r pos ition  be? W ill you be a b a n ­
doned to  des truc tion , or w ill you be ta k ­
en a long fo r su rv iva l?  To gu ide  you in 
the  righ t d irec tion , cons ide r aga in  the  
illus tra tion  th a t Jesus gave: “W here  the  
body is, the re  a lso  the  eag les w ill be 
ga the red  to g e th e r.” — Luke  1 7 :3 4 -3 7 ; 
M a tthew  24 :28 .

Jesus w as thus  em phasiz ing  th e  need 
fo r fa rs igh ted , un ited action . T hose  w ho  
are taken  along fo r surv iva l a re  ones 
w ho regu la rly  ga th e r to g e th e r and ben­
e fit from  the  sp iritua l nourishm en t God 
provides. M illions have experienced  th a t 
such sp iritua l feed ing  com es th rough  
c lose assoc ia tion  w ith  one o f ove r 5 5 ,- 
000  co n g re g a tio n s  o f Je h o va h ’s W it­
nesses  and th ro u g h  s tu d y in g  B ib le - 
based pub lica tions  such as the  one you 
are reading.

O ver th ree  m illion o f Jehovah ’s W it­
nesses show  fa ith  in the  s ign by sharing  
the “good new s o f the  k ingdom ” w ith  
the ir ne ighbors. (M a tth e w  2 4 :1 4 ) A re 
you respond ing  pos itive ly  to  the  good 
news? If so, you can ta ke  to  heart the  
prom ise o f surv iva l in to  an e a rth ly  p a r­
adise.
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The Sign

EaglesorVultures?
^ T A T H E R E V E R  th e  carcass is, th ere th e  

"  * ea g le s  w ill b e  g a th ered  togeth er."  
(M a tth e w  2 4 :2 8 )  In stead  o f  lea rn in g  from  
th is  illu stration , so m e  fin d  fau lt w ith  it. 
T h e y  say  th a t ea g le s  are so litary  h unters  
th at feed  o n  liv e  p rey , n o t carcasses. T hus, 
so m e B ib les use th e  w o rd  "vultures." But 
th e  G reek  w o rd  in  q u estion , a-e-tos', is 
co rrec tly  tran sla ted  "eagle."

O n e  sp ec ie s  fo u n d  in  Israel is th e  ta w n y  
ea g le . "Like m a n y  birds o f  prey,"  ob serve  
John S in cla ir  a n d  John M en d e lso h n , "the 
ta w n y  ea g le  is n o t averse  to  carrion and  
is quite o fte n  a m o n g  th e  first arrivals at a 
fresh  kill." A n o th e r  ob server  reported  a 
g a th e r in g  o f  6 0  b ateleu rs an d  ta w n y  ea ­
g le s  in  A frica 's  K alahari. H e ad d ed : "The 
T a w n y  E agle is d o m in a n t w h e n  th e y  m eet  
at carrion . In a n u m b er o f  cases tw o  birds, 
p resu m a b ly  a pair, h a v e  b ee n  seen  to  
share a kill."

Sea ea g les  are a lso  c o m m o n  in  lan d s o f  
th e  M ed iterran ea n . In p ast cen tu ries, sea  
ea g les  and  lan d  ea g le s  fed  o n  th e  carcasses  
o f  horses sla in  in  b attle . "It is w e ll k n o w n  
. . . that th e y  fo llo w  arm ies for that  
purpose,"  states M cC lin to c k  a n d  S tro n g 's  
Cyclopedia.

B ein g  sw ift an d  fa rsig h ted , ea g le s  are 
som etim es th e  first b irds to  arrive at a 
fresh  carcass. Jesus w a s fam iliar w ith  th e  
d escr ip tion  in  w h ic h  J eh o v a h  G o d  ask ed  
Job th is  h u m b lin g  q u estion : "Is it at y o u r  
order that an  ea g le  flies  u p w ard  an d  th at  
it bu ild s its n est h ig h  up, . . . u p o n  th e  
to o th  o f  a crag a n d  an  in access ib le  place?  
From  there it has to  search  for fo o d ; far 
in to  th e  d ista n ce  its e y e s  k ee p  lo o k in g . . . . 
W h ere th e  sla in  are, th ere  it is."— Job 39: 
2 7 -3 0 .

T hus, Jesus w e ll illu stra ted  th a t o n ly  
th o se  w ith  a fig u ra tiv e  e a g le  e y e  w o u ld  
b en efit  from  th e  s ig n .
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A Nation Lost, 
but Not All

SH O RTLY a fte r Jesus ’ 
d iscu ss io n  w ith  those  
w ho  had ga the red  o u t­

s ide a P harisee’s house, certa in  
ones tell him “about the  Galileans 
w hose blood [the  Roman governor 
Pontius] P ilate had m ixed w ith the ir 
sa c rif ice s .” These G alileans are pe r­
haps the  ones w ho w ere killed when 
thousands o f Jew s pro tested  P ilate’s 
use o f m oney from  the tem ple treasury 
to  build an aqueduct to  bring w a te r into 
Jerusalem . Those re la ting th is  m atter to 
Jesus may be suggesting  th a t the Gal­
ileans suffered the  ca lam ity  because of 
the ir own w icked  deeds.

Jesus, however, se ts  them  stra ight, 
ask ing : “ Do you imagine tha t these Gal­
ileans w ere proved w orse  sinners than 
all o the r G alileans because they have 
suffered these  th ings?  No, indeed,” Je ­
sus answ ers. Then he uses the incident 
to  w arn the Jew s: “ Unless you repent, 
you w ill all likew ise be destroyed .” 

Continuing, Jesus reca lls  another lo­
ca l tragedy, perhaps a lso associa ted 
w ith  th e  a q u e d u c t c o n s tru c tio n . He 
asks: “O r those  eighteen upon whom 
the  to w e r in S iloam  fell, the reby killing 
them , do you im agine th a t they were 
proved g rea te r deb to rs  than all o ther 
men inhab iting  Jerusa lem ?” No, it was 
not because o f the badness of these 
persons th a t they  happened to  die, Je ­
sus says. Rather, “ tim e and unforeseen 
occu rrence ” are genera lly  responsib le 
fo r  such traged ies . Jesus, how ever, 
once again uses the occasion to  warn: 
“ But, unless you repent, you will all be 
destroyed  in the  same w ay.”

J e su s  th e n  
goes on to  give a 
f itt in g  illu s tra tio n , e x ­
plaining: “A certa in  man had 
a fig tree p lanted in his v ineyard, 
and he cam e looking fo r fru it on it, but 
found none. Then he said to  the  v ine­
dresser, ‘Here it is th ree  years th a t I 
have com e looking fo r fru it on th is  fig 
tree, but have found none. Cut it down! 
W hy really should it keep the  ground 
useless?’ In rep ly he said to  him, ‘M as­
ter, let it a lone also th is  year, until I dig 
around it and put on manure; and if then 
it p roduces fru it in the fu tu re , well and 
good; but if not, you shall cu t it dow n.’ ”

Jesus has spen t m ore than  th ree  
years try ing  to  cu ltiva te  fa ith  am ong the 
Jew ish nation. But on ly a few  hundred 
d iscip les can be counted as fru itage  of 
his labors. Now, during th is  fou rth  year 
of his m in istry, he is in tens ify ing  his 
e fforts, sym bo lica lly  d igg ing and pu tting  
manure around the Jew ish “fig tree ” by 
zealously preaching and teach ing  in Ju ­
dea and Perea. Yet to  no avail! The 
nation re fuses to  repent and so is in line 
fo r destruction . Only a rem nant o f the 
nation respond.

S hortly  a fte rw a rd  Jesus is teach ing  in 
a synagogue on a Sabbath . There  he 
sees a wom an who, because of a de -
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mon afflic ting  her, has been bent double 
fo r 18 years. C om passiona te ly , Jesus 

ddresses her: “W oman, you are re­
leased from  your w eakness.” A t th a t he 
lays his hands on her, and ins tan tly  
she s tra igh tens up and begins g lo r ify ­
ing God.

The presid ing o ffice r o f the  syn a ­
gogue, however, is angry. “There are 
six days on w h ich  w ork  ought to  be 
done,” he p ro tests . “On them , th e re ­
fore, com e and be cured, and not on 
the sabbath day.” The o ffice r thus 
acknow ledges Jesus ’ pow er to  heal 
but condem ns the  people fo r  com ­
ing to  be healed on the  Sabbath !

“ H y p o c r ite s ,” Je su s  a n sw e rs , 
“does not each one o f you on the  
sabbath untie his bull o r his ass 
from  the s ta ll and lead it aw ay to 
give it d rink?  W as it not due, then, 
fo r th is  wom an w ho is a daugh te r 
o f Abraham , and whom  Satan held 
bound, look! e ighteen years, to  be 
loosed from  th is  bond on the  sab ­
bath day?”

Well, on hearing th is , those  o p ­
posing Jesus begin to  fee l shame. 
The crow d, however, re jo ices at all 
the g lorious th ings they  see Jesus 
do. In re sp o n se  Je su s  re p e a ts  
tw o  prophe tic  illu s tra tions  re g a rd ­
ing the K ingdom  o f God, ones th a t 
he told from  a boat on the  Sea o f 

Galilee about a year earlier. Luke 13: 
1-21; Ecclesiastes 9 :1 1 ; M atthew  13: 
3 1 -33 .

♦  What tragedies are here mentioned, and what 
lesson does Jesus draw from them?
♦  What application can be made regarding the 
unfruitful fig tree, as well as the attempts to 
make it productive?
♦ How does the presiding officer acknowledge 
Jesus’ healing ability, yet how does Jesus ex­
pose the man’s hypocrisy?
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“This is the day of all days”
“B y inspiration I  came to be in the 

L ord ’s  day.”— revelation mo.
W 1 1HIS is the day of all days. Behold, 

X  the King reigns!” These dramatic 
words uttered by the second president of 
the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society 
back in 1922 still thrill us today. They 
continue to remind us that we are living 
in the most exciting time of all history, the time called in the Bible “the Lord’s 
day.” (Revelation 1:10) It is indeed “the 
day of all days,” for it is the time when 
Jehovah, through Christ’s Kingdom, will 
bring to fulfillment all His grand purposes 
and will sanctify His holy name before all 
creation.

2 This day began in 1914 when Jesus 
was installed as King of God’s Kingdom. 
And it will continue right through to the 
end of the Thousand Year Reign, when 
Christ will ‘hand over the kingdom to his 
God and Father.’ (1 Corinthians 15:24) 
Faithful Christians have looked forward to 
the Lord’s day for many centuries. Now, 
it is finally here! What has this “day of all 
days” meant for God’s people and for the 
world in general?
1. W hat “d ay” are w e liv in g  in, and why is th is  
fact so thrilling?
2, 3. (a) W hat is the duration of the Lord’s 
day? (b) W here can we find out about th is  day?

TOWER— OCTOBER 15, 1988

3 The Bible book that tells us most about 
the Lord’s day is Revelation. Almost all ' 
the prophecies of this book are fulfilled 
during the Lord’s day. But Revelation is 
only the climax of a series of prophetic 
books that tell us about that day. Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, among oth­
ers, also tell us about it. Often, what 
they say helps us to understand better 
the prophecies in Revelation. Let us see 
how the book of Ezekiel in particular 
sheds light on the fulfillment of Revelation 
during the Lord’s day.

The Four Horsemen
4 For example, in the sixth chapter of Revelation, the apostle John describes a 

dramatic vision: “I saw, and, look! a white horse; and the one seated upon it had a bow; and a crown was given him, and he 
went forth conquering and to complete his
4. According to R evelation chapter 6, w h at hap­
pened at the b eg in n in g  of the Lord’s day?



conquest.” (Revelation 6:2) Who is this 
victorious horseman? None other than Je­
sus Christ, installed as King of God’s 
Kingdom and riding to conquer his ene­
mies. (Psalm 45:3-6; 110:2) Jesus’ trium­
phant ride began back in 1914, at the very 
beginning of the Lord’s day. (Psalm 2:6) 
His very first conquest was the casting of 
Satan and his demons to the earth. The 
result for mankind? “Woe for the earth 
and for the sea.”—Revelation 12:7-12.

5 There follow in the vision three grim 
figures: a fiery-colored horse symbolizing 
war, a black horse symbolizing famine, 
and a pale horse whose rider was named 
“Death.” Of this fourth horse, we read: “I 
saw, and, look! a pale horse; and the one 
seated upon it had the name Death. And 
Hades was closely following him. And au­
thority was given them over the fourth 
part of the earth, to kill with a long sword 
and with food shortage and with dead­
ly plague and by the wild beasts of the 
earth.”—Revelation 6:3-8; Matthew 24:3, 
7, 8; Luke 21:10, 11.

6 True to the prophecy, mankind has 
suffered terribly from war, famine, and 
disease since 1914. But the fourth horse­
man also kills by means of “the wild beasts 
of the earth.” Has this been a notable 
feature since 1914? Consideration of a 
similar prophecy by Ezekiel helps to put 
this aspect of the prophecy into perspec­
tive.

7 Writing perhaps five years before the 
destruction of Jerusalem in 607 B.C.E., 
Ezekiel prophesied a terrible punishment 
for the Jews because of their unfaithful-
5. W h at grim  figures follow th e Rider on the  
w h ite horse, and w h at authority does each figure 
have?
6. W hat has been the effect on the earth of these  
three fearsom e horses and riders?
7. (a) W hat prophecy did Ezekiel u tter  concern­
ing Jerusalem ? (b) How w as th is  prophecy ful­
filled?

ness. He wrote under inspiration: “So, too, 
it will be when there will be my four 
injurious acts of judgment—sword and 
famine and injurious wild beast and pesti­lence—that I shall actually send upon Je­rusalem in order to cut off from it earth­
ling man and domestic animal.” (Ezekiel 
14:21; 5:17) Was this fulfilled literally 
back then? Undoubtedly Jerusalem suf­
fered from famine and warfare as its end 
drew near. And famine usually causes dis­
ease. (2 Chronicles 36:1-3, 6, 13, 17-21; 
Jeremiah 52:4-7; Lamentations 4:9, 10) 
Was there also a literal plague of wild 
beasts at that time? Likely there were 
cases of humans being dragged off or per­
haps even killed by animals, since Jeremi­
ah also foretold this.—Leviticus 26:22-33; 
Jeremiah 15:2, 3.

8 What about today? In the developed 
lands, wild animals are not the dangerous 
problem that they once were. In other 
countries, however, wild animals continue 
to claim victims, especially if we include 
snakes and crocodiles among “the wild 
beasts of the earth.” Such tragic deaths 
are seldom reported in the international 
press, but they are notable. The book 
Planet Earth— Flood speaks of the many in India and Pakistan who “have died in 
agony from the bites of venomous snakes” 
while trying to escape from floods. India 
Today reported on one village in West 
Bengal where an estimated 60 women 
have lost their husbands because of tiger 
attacks. Such tragedies may become even 
more common in the future when human 
society breaks down and when famine in­
creases.

9 But Ezekiel alluded to another kind 
of “animal” when he said: “There is a
8. W hat part have w ild b ea sts  played during th e  
Lord’s day so far?
9. W hat other kind o f “an im al” h as caused havoc 
and suffering am ong m ankind d uring th is  cen­
tury?
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conspiracy of her prophets in the midst of 
her, like the roaring lion, tearing prey. A 
soul they actually devour . . . Her princes 
in the midst of her are like wolves tearing 
prey.” (Ezekiel 22:25, 27) So humans can 
act like animals too, and how mankind has 
suffered from such predators during our 
century! Many have died at the hands of 
animalistic criminals and terrorists. Yes, 
in more than one way death has claimed a 
rich harvest of victims from “the wild 
beasts of the earth.”

10 The listing of war, famine, disease, 
and wild beasts in John’s vision helps us 
to see that the agonies endured by Jeru­
salem in 607 B.C.E. were to be paralleled 
on many occasions during our day. The 
Lord’s day has thus already meant suffer­
ing for the world, largely because man­
kind’s rulers have refused to submit to 
that first Horseman, the enthroned King, 
Jesus Christ. (Psalm 2:1-3) What, though, 
about God’s people? What has the Lord’s 
day meant for them?

Measuring the Temple
11 At Revelation 11:1, the apostle John 

says: “A reed like a rod was given me as 
he said: ‘Get up and measure the temple 
sanctuary of God and the altar and those 
worshiping in it.’” This visionary measur­
ing of the temple was very meaningful for 
God’s people. Which temple sanctuary did 
John measure? Not the literal Jewish tem­
ple where John had worshiped before he 
became a Christian. That temple was re­
jected by Jehovah, and it was destroyed 
in 70 C.E. (Matthew 23:37-24:2) Rather, 
it was Jehovah’s great spiritual temple
10. W hat does Joh n’s lis tin g  of war, fam ine, 
disease, and wild beasts as causes of death help 
us to see?
11. A t R evelation 11:1, w hat was John com­
m anded to  do, and th is  was w ith  regard to which  
tem ple?

arrangement. In this figurative temple, 
anointed Christians serve as underpriests 
in the earthly courtyard.—Hebrews 9:11, 
12, 24; 10:19-22; Revelation 5:10.

12 That temple came into being in 29 C.E. 
when Jesus was anointed as high priest. 
(Hebrews 3:1; 10:5) It was to have 144,000 
underpriests, and in the first century many 
of these were chosen, sealed, and then died 
faithful. (Revelation 7:4; 14:1) But when 
those first-century Christians died, they 
slept in the grave, not being immediate­
ly resurrected to heaven. (1 Thessalo- 
nians 4:15) Moreover, after the first centu­
ry a great apostasy set in, and the priestly 
anointed Christians were surrounded by 
flourishing “weeds,” apostates. (Matthew 
13:24-30) Throughout the centuries since 
then, it might well have been asked: ‘Will 
all the 144,000 underpriests ever be 
sealed?’ ‘Will those who have died faithful 
ever be resurrected to serve in the heavenly 
sanctuary?’ The visionary measuring of the 
temple showed that the answer to each of 
these questions is yes. Why?

13 Because in Bible prophecy the mea­
suring of something usually indicates that 
Jehovah’s purpose for that thing is certain 
to be thoroughly worked out. (2 Kings 
21:13; Jeremiah 31:39; Lamentations 2:8) 
Thus, John’s visionary measuring of the 
temple sanctuary was a guarantee that 
during the Lord’s day, all of Jehovah’s 
purposes regarding the temple would be 
fulfilled. In harmony with this and accord­
ing to all the evidence, those of the anoint­
ed who had already died faithful began to 
be resurrected to their promised place in 
the heavenly sanctuary starting in 1918.
12. W hen did th at tem ple come in to  being, and  
what developm ents took place regard ing it  in  the  
first century?
13. W hat did Joh n ’s m easuring o f the tem ple  
sanctuary guarantee, and w hat happened early  
in the Lord’s day?
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John’s measuring o f the temple gave firm 
guarantees to the anointed in the Lord’s day

(1 Thessalonians 4:16; Revelation 6:9-11) 
But what of the rest of the 144,000?

14 Even before the Lord’s day began, anointed Christians who had come out of apostate Christendom began to gather 
into a separate organization. They had built a fine record of faithfulness in an­nouncing the importance of the year 1914, but in that decisive year, as the first world war got under way, they began to suffer oppression, ‘trampling.’ This reached a cli­
max in 1918 when the directors of the 
Watch Tower Society were imprisoned, and the organized preaching work almost 
ceased. At that time, they were virtually ‘killed.’ (Revelation 11:2-7) What was the meaning of the measuring of the temple sanctuary for these Christians?

15 In the year 593 B.C.E., 14 years af­ter Jehovah’s temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed, Ezekiel saw a visionary
14. W hat happened to anointed  C hristians be­
fore and during th e  first world war?
15. W hat did the m easuring of a visionary tem ­
ple m ean for God’s people o f E zekiel’s day?

house of Jehovah. He 
was given an extensive 
tour of this temple and 
watched as each of its 
features was carefully 
m easured. (Ezekiel, 
chapters 40-42) What 
did this mean? Jehovah 
himself explained: The 
measuring of the temple 
implied a test for Eze­
kiel’s people. If they 
would humble them ­
selves, repent of their 
errors, and measure up 
to Jehovah’s laws, they 
would be told the mea­
surements of the tem­
ple. This would evident­
ly encourage them in 
the hope that one day 

Jehovah’s people would be freed from Bab­
ylon and once again worship Jehovah in 
his literal temple.—Ezekiel 43:10, 11.

16 Similarly, if those discouraged Chris­
tians back in 1918 would humble them­
selves and repent., of any errors that they 
had committed, they would be freed to 
have Jehovah’s blessing and play a full 
part in his temple arrangement. And this 
is what happened. According to Revelation 
11:11, they ‘stood up,’ or figuratively were 
resurrected. A related resurrection vision 
in Ezekiel foreshadowed a restoration of 
the Jews to their own land. (Ezekiel 37: 
1-14) This modern ‘resurrection’ turned 
out to be a restoration of God’s people 
from their discouraged, almost inactive 
state, to a living, vibrant condition in 
which they could play a full part in Jeho­
vah’s service. Such a ‘resurrection’ oc­
curred in 1919.
16. (a) Of w hat did Joh n ’s m easu rin g  o f th e  
tem ple sanctuary assure God’s people back in  
1918? (b) How w as th is  fulfilled?
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The Little Scroll
17 At Revelation 10:1, John saw a “strong 

angel descending from heaven, arrayed 
with a cloud, and a rainbow was upon his 
head, and his face was as the sun, and his 
feet were as fiery pillars.” This somewhat 
resembles visions of Jehovah seen previ­
ously by Ezekiel and by John himself. (Eze­
kiel 8:2; Revelation 4:3) But John here saw 
an angel, not Jehovah. Hence, it must have 
been Jehovah’s great angelic Son, Jesus 
Christ, who “is the image of the invisible 
God.” (Colossians 1:15) Moreover, Revela­
tion 10:2 depicts Jesus as standing in a 
position of great authority, with “his right 
foot upon the sea, but his left one upon the 
earth.” So the angel represents Jesus dur­
ing the Lord’s day.—See Psalm 8:4-8; He­
brews 2:5-9.

18 Jesus, in this magnificent visionary 
form, has a little scroll in his hand, and 
John is instructed to take the scroll and 
eat it. (Revelation 10:8, 9) In this way, 
John has an experience very similar to 
that of Ezekiel, who was also commanded 
to eat a visionary scroll. In Ezekiel’s case, 
Jehovah himself handed the scroll to the 
prophet, and Ezekiel saw that “there were 
written in it dirges and moaning and wail­
ing.” (Ezekiel 2:8-10) Ezekiel reports: “I 
began to eat it, and it came to be in my 
mouth like honey for sweetness.” (Ezekiel 
3:3) What did the eating of the scroll 
imply for Ezekiel?

19 Clearly, the scroll contained inspired
17. (a ) D escribe Jo h n ’s v is io n  at R evelation  
10:1. (b) W ho w as the angel that John saw, and 
during w hat day w as the v ision  due to be ful­
filled?
18. (a ) W h at w as John com m anded to eat?  
(b) In a sim ilar v ision , w hat w as Ezekiel com­
m anded to eat, and w ith  w hat effect?
19. (a) W hat w as represented by E zekiel’s ea t­
in g  of the scroll? (b) W ho were to receive the  
b itter m essages Ezekiel w as com m issioned to  
preach?

prophetic information. When Ezekiel ate 
the scroll, he accepted the commission to 
declare this information to such an extent 
that it became a part of him. (Compare 
Jeremiah 15:16.) But the contents of the 
scroll were not sweet for others. The scroll 
was full of “dirges and moaning and wail­
ing.” Whom was this bitter message for? 
In the first place, Ezekiel was told: “Son 
of man, go, enter in among the house of 
Israel, and you must speak with my words 
to them.” (Ezekiel 3:4) Later, Ezekiel’s 
message widened out to include the pagan 
nations round about.—Ezekiel, chapters 
25-32.

20 In John’s case, the results of his eat­
ing the scroll were similar. He reports: “I 
took the little scroll out of the hand of the 
angel and ate it up, and in my mouth it 
was sweet as honey; but when I had eaten 
it up, my belly was made bitter.” (Revela­
tion 10:10) Eating the scroll was sweet for 
John too. It was thrilling to have Jeho­
vah’s word become a part of him. Yet the 
message had a bitter ring to it. Bitter for
20. W hat happened when John ate th e  little  
scroll, and w hat resu lted  from  his doing so?

Can You Explain?
□ W hat is the Lord’s day?

□ W hat destructive part do “the wild 
beasts o f the earth” play during the 
Lord’s day?

□ W hat assurance did Jehovah 
provide by means of John’s 
measuring of the temple sanctuary?

□ W hat did John’s eating of the little 
scroll mean for the anointed remnant 
in 1919?

□ So far, what has the Lord’s day 
meant for God’s people and fo r the 
world in general?
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whom? John was told: “You must prophe­
sy again with regard to peoples and na­
tions and tongues and many kings.”—Rev­
elation 10:11.

21 How has all of this been fulfilled dur­
ing the Lord’s day? According to the his­
torical facts, back in 1919 faithful Chris­
tians embraced the privilege of serving Jehovah so thoroughly that it became a 
part of them, and this was sweet indeed. 
But their blessing and privilege proved 
bitter to others—especially to the cler­
gy of Christendom. Why? Because these 
faithful anointed Christians courageously 
proclaimed all of Jehovah’s message for 
mankind. Not only did they preach the 
“good news of the kingdom” but they also exposed the spiritually dead condition of
21. (a) W hat did anointed  C h ristian s do in 1919 
th at corresponded to  Joh n’s ea tin g  of the little  
scroll, and w ith  w hat effect? (b) W hat was the 
resu lt for C hristendom  and the world in  general?

Christendom and the world in general. 
—Matthew 24:14; Revelation 8:1-9:21; 
16:1-21.

22 This faithful band of Christians was 
used by Jehovah to gather the final ones 
of the 144,000 for sealing, and they spear­headed the gathering of the great crowd, who have an earthly hope. (Revelation 7: 
1-4, 9, 10) This great crowd plays an im­
portant part in Jehovah’s purposes toward 
this earth, and its appearance has caused 
great joy both in heaven and on earth. 
(Revelation 7:11-17; Ezekiel 9:1-7) Hence, 
this “day of all days” has already meant 
suffering for Satan’s world but rich bless­
ings for Jehovah’s people. Let us see, now, 
how this will continue to be true as the 
Lord’s day continues.
22. (a) In w hat grand w ay have the anointed  
been used by Jehovah during th e  Lord’s day so  
far? (b) W hat has th e  Lord’s day m ean t for 
S atan ’s world and for God’s people?

What will the Lord’s day mean for you?
“Go subduing in the m idst of your enemies.”— p s a l m  no:2.

BACK in 1914, Jesus was installed as King of God’s Kingdom, and the 
Lord’s day began. Immediately, the new King faced violent opposition from Satan the Devil and his agents here on earth. 

(Psalm 2:1-6) So these early years of the Lord’s day have been a time of conflict in 
which Jesus has gone ‘subduing in the 
midst of his enemies.’—Psalm 110:2.

2 The new King’s conquests have been
1-3. (a) W hy has th e  b eg in n in g  of the Lord’s 
day been a tim e o f conflict, and w hat have been  
som e of J e su s’ su ccesses?  (b) How w ill Jesus  
“com plete h is con q u est”?

impressive. After 1914, Satan tried to “de­
vour” the newborn Kingdom but, instead, 
was ignominiously cast out of heaven. 
(Revelation 12:1-12) He then ‘waged war’ 
with the remaining ones of the anoint­
ed, but he was unable to prevent their ‘standing up’ in 1919 or their accepting 
“the little scroll” from the hand of Jesus 
Christ. (Revelation 10:8-11; 11:11, 12; 12: 
17) He was equally powerless to pre­
vent the gathering of the final ones of the 144,000 and the assembling of the 
great crowd (out of all the nations), who 
render “sacred service day and night in
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The fate o f ancient Jerusalem shows what will soon happen to Babylon the G reat

[Jehovah’s] temple.”—Revelation 7:1-3, 
9-15.

3 Indeed, since 1914 Jesus has ‘gone 
forth conquering.’ Nevertheless, much re­
mains to be done. Jesus has yet “to com­
plete his conquest.” He has yet to take 
action in removing all traces of Satan’s 
world system of things. (Revelation 6:1, 2; 
19:11-21) What will this momentous act 
mean for us as individuals?
Public Stripping of Babylon the Great

4 The destruction of Satan’s world be­
gins with the end of false religion. Reve­
lation describes the whole world empire of 
false religion—including Christendom— 
as a prostitute, Babylon the Great, who 
has relations with the kings of the earth 
and makes mankind drunk with her forni­
cation. She herself is also drunk—revolt- 
ingly—from drinking blood, the blood of 
God’s servants. (Revelation 17:1-6) Reve­
lation also describes the end of this dis­
gusting old harlot, and we can better understand what this will mean if we 
consider what happened to another reli­
gious harlot that existed back in the sev­
enth century before our Common Era.

5 That harlot was the city of Jerusalem.
4. How is  false religion described in Revelation?
5, 6. W hy w as u n faith fu l Jerusalem  called a 
prostitu te, and w hat judgm ent did th is  bring on 
her from  the hand o f Jehovah?

She was supposed to be the center of Je­
hovah’s worship on earth, but God said to 
her: “By your blood that you have shed 
you have become guilty.” (Ezekiel 22:4) 
She was also supposed to be spiritually 
pure, but she had prostituted herself by 
consorting with the nations. “0  how I am 
filled up with rage against you,” Jeho­
vah said to her, “by your doing all these 
things, the work of a woman, a domineer­
ing prostitute!”—Ezekiel 16:30; 23:1-21; 
James 4:4.

6 Consider, then, Jehovah’s judgment on 
this harlot: “Here I am collecting together 
all those [the nations] passionately loving 
you toward whom you were pleasurable 
and all those whom you loved . . . , and 
they must strip you of your garments 
and take your beautiful articles and leave 
you behind naked and nude. And they 
must burn your houses with fire.” (Ezekiel 
16:37, 39, 41; 23:25-30) History records 
what happened. The Babylonians came in 607 B.C.E. and stripped Jerusalem bare. 
Her people and her wealth were carried off 
to Babylon. The city was destroyed, the 
temple was burned, and the land was left 
desolate.—2 Chronicles 36:17-21.

7 Something similar will happen to Bab­
ylon the Great. Revelation warns: “These 
[modern “kings,” or rulers with whom
7. W hat w ill be the end of Babylon th e Great?
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Babylon the Great has committed spiritu­
al fornication] will hate the harlot and will 
make her devastated and naked, and will eat up her fleshy parts and will completely 
burn her with fire.” (Revelation 17:2, 16) 
From the example of ancient Jerusalem, 
we know what this will mean. False reli­
gion will be destroyed by national gov­
ernments who formerly ‘loved’ her. Her 
wealth will be ripped away, and she will be 
burned, completely destroyed. A fitting 
end to a disgusting organization!

The Heavens Darkened
8 With the destruction of Babylon the 

Great, we will have entered the “great 
tribulation” prophesied by Jesus. (Mat­
thew 24:21; Revelation 7:14) Speaking 
of that time, Revelation says: “A great 
earthquake occurred; and the sun became 
black as sackcloth of hair, and the entire 
moon became as blood, and the stars of 
heaven fell to the earth.” (Revelation 6: 
12, 13) This great earthquake is the “great 
quaking” in “the soil of Israel” that Eze­
kiel prophesied. (Ezekiel 38:18, 19; Joel 3: 
14-16) It is the final destruction of this 
wicked system of things. Will anything 
happen to the literal sun, moon, and stars 
at that time?

9 Ezekiel, warning of the coming fall of 
Israel’s large southern neighbor, Egypt, 
said: “ ‘And when you [Pharaoh] get extin­
guished I will cover the heavens and dark­
en their stars. As for the sun, with clouds 
I shall cover it, and the moon itself will 
not let its light shine. All the luminaries 
of light in the heavens—I shall darken them on your account, and I will put dark­
ness upon your land,’ is the utterance of the Sovereign Lord Jehovah.”—Ezekiel 
32:7, 8.
8. W h at kind o f tim e w ill the great tribulation  
be for m ankind?
9, 10. W hat did E zekiel prophesy in  the case o f 
E gypt, and how  w as th is  fulfilled?

10 When Pharaoh and his armies fell, 
the literal heavens did not darken. But 
Egypt’s future became very dark. As Bible 
scholar C. F. Keil notes, “the darkness 
consequent [upon Pharaoh’s fall] is a fig­
urative representation of utterly hopeless 
circumstances.” Forever finished as an in­
dependent world power, Egypt was domi­
nated by one world power after another! 
Today, most of the territory of the ancient 
Pharaonic world power is ruled by an Arab 
nation.

11 But Keil saw a further meaning in 
Ezekiel’s prophecy. He writes: “The over­
throw of this world-power [Egypt] is an 
omen and prelude of the overthrow of 
every ungodly world-power on the day of 
the last judgment.” This is, in substance, 
true. As Revelation shows, at the great 
tribulation ungodly mankind’s prospects 
will be as black as were those of Egypt. It 
will be as if the sun gave no light by day 
and the night sky were devoid of any 
warm light from the moon and without 
any friendly, twinkling stars. Those who 
refuse to honor Jehovah’s King will perish 
without even an honorable burial as the 
Rider on the white horse completes his 
conquest. (Revelation 19:11, 17-21; Eze­
kiel 39:4, 17-19) No wonder ungodly men 
will cry out “to the mountains and to the 
rock-masses: ‘Fall over us and hide us 
from the face of the One seated on the 
throne and from the wrath of the Lamb, 
because the great day of their wrath has 
come, and who is able to stand?’”—Reve­
lation 6:16, 17; Matthew 24:30.

Ongoing War!
12 What, though, of Christians in these

11. (a) W hat is prefigured by w hat happened to  
Egypt? (b) How will th e  fu ture be absolutely  
black for S atan ’s world at th e  great tribulation?
12. How has Satan  expressed  h is hatred o f J esu s  
Christ during th e  Lord’s day?

THE WATCHTOWER-OCTOBER 15, 1988 17



times? Well, they have been greatly affect­
ed by the ceaseless warfare between Satan 
and the Rider on the white horse. Since 
Satan has been unable to get at Jesus 
personally, he has unleashed the full 
force of his fury on the remaining ones of 
the anointed and—more recently—on the 
great crowd of other sheep that has gath­
ered around them. As Jesus warned, these 
have been “objects of hatred by all the 
nations on account of [his] name.” (Mat­
thew 24:9) Satan has used every weapon 
at his disposal, including mobbing, im­
prisonment, torture, and murder, to fight 
against them.—2 Timothy 3:12.

13 Satan has also skillfully used guile. 
(Ephesians 6:11) Using “the deceptive 
power of riches,” he has tempted some to 
slow down or even to cease their sacred 
service. (Matthew 13:22; 1 Timothy 6: 
9, 10) Others he has lured into unclean­
ness and immorality. (1 Corinthians 5: 
1, 2) Many are under heavy pressure be­
cause of the “anxieties of life,” and Satan 
takes advantage of this to try to ‘weigh

them down.’ (Luke 21:34) In other cases, 
he has used personality conflicts or re­
bellious tendencies to distract from “the 
more important th ings.”—Philippians 
1:10; 1 Corinthians 1:11, 12; James 4:1-3.

14 Hence, Christians have needed to cul­
tivate endurance during the Lord’s day. 
Some have failed, and each failure has 
been a small victory for Satan. (1 Peter 
5:8) But most have heeded Jesus’ promise: 
“He that has endured to the end is the one 
that will be saved.” (Matthew 24:13) With 
help from Jehovah, they have conquered 
and brought joy to his heart.—Proverbs 
27:11; 1 John 2:13, 14.

15 Surely, none of us want to give Satan 
the satisfaction of seeing us quit! Hence, 
let us follow Paul’s counsel and arm our­
selves with truth, righteousness, and faith 
—preaching the good news with zeal and 
studying to keep our faith strong. Let us 
also pray incessantly and stay alert. In 
that way, we will “be open to no accusa­
tion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
(1 Corinthians 1:8; Ephesians 6:10-18;

13. How has Satan used guile in his warfare 
aga in st God’s people?

14, 15. How can we conquer in our stru g g le  
against Satan?
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1 Thessalonians 5:17; 1 Peter 4:7) Rather, 
the Lord’s day will be a source of rich 
blessings for us.

Marvelous Privileges of Service
16 At Revelation 10:3, 4, John says that 

he heard “the seven thunders” utter their 
own voices. He wanted to write down what 
he had heard, but he reports: “I heard 
a voice out of heaven say: ‘Seal up the 
things the seven thunders spoke, and do 
not write them down.’” Evidently, it was 
not yet time for such information to be 
released. Instead, John was told to take 
the little scroll and eat it. The seven thun­
ders appear to represent a complete ex­
pression of Jehovah’s purposes. (Psalm 
29:3; John 12:28, 29; Revelation 4:5) Back 
in 1919, when anointed Christians figura­
tively ate the little scroll, it was not time 
for them to have a complete understand­
ing of Jehovah’s purposes. (Compare Dan­
iel 12:8, 9.) But they fearlessly forged 
ahead with what understanding they had 
and proved themselves worthy of further 
enlightenment.

17 Then, over the years, they were given 
a progressively clearer understanding of 
Jehovah’s will. For example, they came to 
realize that the sheep of Jesus’ parable 
were, even before Armageddon, being 
separated from the goats. (Matthew 25: 
31-46) They saw that the birth of the 
Kingdom in 1914 was in fulfillment of 
Revelation chapter 12. They came to a 
deeper appreciation of the importance of 
Jehovah’s name, and they learned who the 
great crowd of Revelation chapter 7 real­
ly are. What confidence these progressive
16. W hy w as John told not to w rite down what 
the seven  thunders said , and w hat did th is mean  
for anointed  C h ristian s in 1919?
17. W h at are som e o f the new  in sigh ts that 
Jehovah has granted  to  h is people in the years 
since 1919?

revelations gave to God’s people!—Prov­
erbs 4:18; 2 Peter 1:19.

18 At the same time, Jehovah entrust­
ed his earthly servants with outstanding 
privileges of service. In a lofty vision, John saw angels proclaiming everlasting 
good news for mankind, proclaiming the 
fall of Babylon the Great, and warning 
against receiving the mark of the beast. 
(Revelation 14:6-10) While angels un­
doubtedly oversaw these divine service privileges, it was humans, Jehovah’s Witnesses on earth, who actually spoke 
these messages to mankind. John also 
saw Jesus reaping “the harvest of the 
earth.” (Revelation 14:14-16) But it has been through the Kingdom-preaching and 
disciple-making work of Jesus’ subjects on 
earth that he has reaped this harvest. (Matthew 24:14; 28:19, 20) What a privi­
lege it is to share with the angels and with 
Jesus Christ himself in service privileges 
of such vital importance! In so doing, we feel ourselves truly in harmony with Jeho­
vah’s great, invisible heavenly organiza­
tion of faithful spirit creatures.

Divine Protection
19 As the end of his world approaches, Satan will put more and more pressure 

upon Christians. The climax of his hostil­
ity is described in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 
39, where he is prophetically called Gog of Magog. According to this inspired proph­ecy, Satan will make an all-out attack to 
try to destroy God’s people once and for 
all. Will he succeed? Revelation answers: 
“The ten horns [modern-day “kings,” or 
rulers]. . . will battle with the Lamb, but, because he is Lord of lords and King of
18. W hat ou tsta n d in g  priv ileges o f service have  
Jehovah’s people shared in  during the Lord’s 
day, and w hat aw aren ess does th is  build in  our 
hearts?
19. (a) W hat w ill be th e  clim ax of S a ta n ’s hos­
tility  toward God’s people? (b) W ho w ill conquer 
in  the final, clim actic conflict?
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kings, the Lamb will conquer them. Also, 
those called and chosen and faithful with 
him will do so.” (Revelation 17:12, 14) 
Faithful Christians will be certain to con­
quer if they remain faithful to their great, 
conquering King. Gog’s forces will be ut­
terly destroyed.—Ezekiel 39:3, 4, 17-19; 
Revelation 19:17-21.

20 Thus, the Lord’s day means salvation 
for God’s people. Those of the anointed 
still alive as humans at the great tribu­lation will have their heavenly position 
guaranteed, and they will be unwavering­
ly determined to finish their life’s course 
in faithfulness. (Revelation 7:1-3; 2 Timo­
thy 4:6-8) The great crowd will also sur­
vive, and Jesus “will guide them to foun­
tains of waters of life. And God will wipe 
out every tear from their eyes.” (Revela­
tion 7:14, 17) What a fine reward for 
faithful endurance!

21 Now the Lord’s day enters into a won­
derful phase: the Thousand Year Reign of 
Christ Jesus. (Revelation 20:6, 11-15) The 
river of water of life, prophesied both in 
Revelation and in Ezekiel, will flow down 
from Jehovah’s throne to mankind, and 
those who drink of it will gradually be 
raised to human perfection. (Ezekiel 47: 
1-12; Revelation 22:1, 2) Hades will be 
emptied, and billions of those who have 
died will also have the opportunity to 
drink of this river.—John 5:28, 29.

22 At the end of the thousand years, 
mankind will have been raised to perfec­
tion. What an appropriate time for Satan 
to make his final appearance on the earth­ly scene! Once again he will try to deceive mankind, and some will follow him, even 
then. These are significantly called “Gog
20. W hat b lessin gs w ill the Lord’s day bring to  
fa ith fu l C h ristian s at the great tribulation?
21. W hat w ill happen on earth during the Lord’s 
day a fter th e  great tribulation?
22. W hat m om entous even ts aw ait mankind at 
the end of the Thousand Year Reign of Christ?

and Magog” since they will manifest the 
same evil spirit as that shown by ‘Gog’s 
crowd’ in Ezekiel’s prophecy. But their 
rebellious spirit will be wiped out for all 
eternity when they, along with Satan him­
self and his demons, are cast into the 
symbolic lake of fire. (Revelation 20:7-10; 
Ezekiel 39:11) A truly blessed future 
awaits those who remain faithful through 
that final test, and then the perfected 
human race will become one with Jeho­
vah’s righteous universal organization. 
Jehovah God himself will be “all things to 
everyone”!—1 Corinthians 15:24, 28; Rev­
elation 20:5.

23 What unimaginable blessings, then, 
await us if we endure! Remember, the 
Lord’s day is now well under way. Won­
derful things have already started to hap­
pen. Fitting, then, are Paul’s words: “Let 
us not give up in doing what is fine, for in 
due season we shall reap if we do not tire 
out.” (Galatians 6:9) Let us indeed “not 
give up in doing what is fine” in this the 
Lord’s day. If we endure, this day will 
bring eternal benefits to each one of us.
23. In view  of the tim e we are liv in g  in , w hat 
counsel of Paul is it  m ost appropriate for each  
one of us to  heed?

Can You Explain?
□ W hat is the firs t stage of the 
destruction of Satan’s world?

□ How will Jesus “com plete his 
conquest” o f his enemies?

□ How has Satan fought against 
Jehovah’s W itnesses during the 
Lord’s day?

□ W hat remarkable blessings have 
God’s people enjoyed since 1919?

□ In view of where we are in the 
stream of time, what are you 
personally determ ined to  do?
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Insight on the News
Not Outdated

Many people have long held 
the view that the principles of 
good living outlined in the Bible 
are outdated and unworkable. 
However, recent studies have 
caused some medical authorities 
to rethink the value of the Bible’s 
advice on doing good to others.

According to American Health, 
two doctors claim that “doing 
good may be good for your heart, 
your immune system— and your 
overall vitality.” In Michigan an­
other medical team conducted a 
survey spanning a ten-year peri­
od to determine to what ex­
tent social relationships affected 
health. The surprising find was 
that volunteer work in the com­
munity dramatically increased 
life expectancy and also vitality. 
The survey revealed that men 
were particularly affected. Those 
who did no volunteer work were 
said to be two and a half times 
more likely to die during the sur­
vey period than men who did 
some kind of volunteer work at 
least once a week.

A doctor in California reports 
that his arranging for two pa­
tients who disliked each other to 
do each other’s laundry had the 
effect of reducing their choles­
terol levels and chest pains.

Centuries ago the apostle Paul 
told Timothy to “give orders to 
those who are rich in the present 
system of things not to be high- 
minded, and to rest their hope, 
not on uncertain riches,” but “to 
work at good, to be rich in fine 
works, to be liberal, ready to 
share.” He also reminded the He­
brew Christians not to forget 
“the doing of good and the shar­
ing of things with others.” The 
reason? “Glory and honor and 
peace for everyone who works 
what is good.” True Christians

have long known that heeding 
this up-to-date counsel brings 
benefits both physically and 
spiritually.—  1 Timothy 6:17, 18; 
Hebrews 13:16; Romans 2:10.

A “Heavier Judgment”
Members of the General Syn­

od of the Anglican Church re­
cently found themselves in an 
awkward predicament. They had 
spoken out unanimously in favor 
of “traditional teaching on chas­
tity and fidelity in personal rela­
tionships.” However, when par­
ish priest Tony Higton presented 
a motion asking the synod to de­
clare that clergy are to be “exem­
plary in all spheres of morality, 
including sexual morality, as a 
condition of being appointed to 
or remaining in office,” it was re­
jected. The reason? The Ecu­
menical Press Service reports 
that the synod members found 
the proposal “a bit too strong,” 
adding that “Michael Baughen, 
bishop of Chester, suggested it 
would require the immediate res­
ignation of all the church’s bish­
ops and other clergy.”

Instead, Higton’s motion was 
modified to call on all Christians, 
“particularly . . . Christian lead­
ers,” to be examples “ in all 
spheres of morality, including 
sexual morality.” The Press Ser­
vice also noted that the synod 
defeated a call for “appropriate 
discipline” among the clergy in 
cases of sexual immorality.

While such disciplinary mea­
sures may be “too strong” for 
many of today’s clergymen, 
God’s Word is clear: “Remove 
the wicked man from among 
yourselves.” (1 Corinthians 5:13) 
God directs that firm action be 
taken against all who unrepen- 
tantly practice what is bad to 
protect the moral and spiritual

cleanness of the Christian con­
gregation. Indeed, discipline is 
even more appropriate for Chris­
tian leaders, for the disciple 
James wrote: “Not many of 
you should become teachers, 
my brothers, knowing that we 
shall receive heavier judgment.” 
— James 3:1.

Glorifying God
“The quality of an athlete’s 

performance can reveal the 
quality of his love for God.” Is this 
claim of Wes Neal, president of 
IAP (Institute for Athletic Perfec­
tion), as reported in Christiani­
ty Today, true? IAP, an agency 
used by evangelicals to “sanctify 
competitive sport,” has promot­
ed the idea that athletes on the 
playing field should emulate 
the same intensity that Jesus 
showed toward “accomplishing 
his Father’s purpose.” Such rea­
soning has become a popular 
doctrine of the evangelicals’ 
“ locker-room religion,” notes 
Christianity Today. In fact, the 
article cites the example of one 
professional football player who 
“painted crosses on his shoes 
and wristbands as a reminder 
that he was playing to glorify 
Christ.”

However, can it be said that 
participation in a highly competi­
tive or violent sport is glorifying 
God? Hardly! As Psychology To­
day notes: “The very nature of 
competition requires that self- 
interest be temporarily adopted 
while the athlete strives to win.” 
Yet the Bible says that Chris­
tians should be “keeping an eye, 
not in personal interest upon just 
[their] own matters, but also in 
personal interest upon those of 
the others.” (Philippians 2:3, 4) 
True Christians glorify God by 
doing his will, not their own. 
— Compare Isaiah 58:13, 14.
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The Caymans
The Islands Time Forgot

YOU can swim in the calm, blue waters. You can dive 
to explore the many wrecks on the ocean floor. Or 

you can pay a visit to a turtle farm. Where? In the Cayman Islands—Grand Cayman, Cayman Brae, and Lit­
tle Cayman.

‘But where on earth are the Cayman Islands?’ you 
might ask. That is an understandable question because 
they are so small that they are seldom shown on world 
maps. When they do appear, they may merely be shown 
as three tiny dots in the Western Caribbean Sea, 
150 miles south of Cuba, or some 500 miles south of Miami, Florida.

Discovered in 1503 by Christopher Columbus on his 
last voyage through the West Indies, the islands—Cay­
man Brae and Little Cayman, since Columbus never saw Grand Cayman—were called Las Tortugas (The Turtles). 
That was because of the large number of turtles that was 
seen on and around the islands. In 1670, by the Treaty 
of Madrid, Spain ceded the islands to Britain, and they 
have remained a British colony ever since.

Turtles, Pirates, and High Tech
In the days of sailing ships, these islands were a 

favorite port of call of the great ships plying the Carib­
bean waters. The abundant green sea turtles became a convenient source of fresh meat for the hungry sailors. The turtles were eaten fresh, or they were carried aboard dried or salted. They became a major source of protein during long voyages.

But the islands were noted for something else. The 
flat terrain and safe harbors attracted other men of the
22 THE WATCHTOWER-OCTOBER 15, 1988

high seas. Notorious priva­
teers and pirates, such as Sir Henry Morgan and Ed­
ward Teach, also known as 
Blackbeard, used these is­
lands as hideouts or bases of operation for their for­
ays against commercial 
vessels. This colorful bit of 
history is commemorated by an annual festival called 
Pirates’ Week, considered 
locally to be a highlight of 
the year.

As the turtle population 
dwindled and steamships replaced sailing ships, few­
er and fewer ships called. 
And since few islanders 
had radios, for all practi­cal purposes the Cayman Islands were cut off and 
forgotten by the rest of 
the world. They earned for 
themselves the title “The Islands Time Forgot.”

By the 1960’s, however, the picture began to change. Local banking and taxation laws, coupled with the ad­vent of high-tech communi-
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cations systems, turned 
this once forgotten territo­
ry into one of the best 
known international bank­
ing centers. The islands 
counted their 500th bank 
opening in June 1987. The 
upturn also spurred the 
tourist business. The local 
tourist board was elated 
when a total of 8,244 visi­
tors came in 1966. That fig­
ure had jumped to 430,000 
in 1986, making tourism 
second in importance only 
to the financial industry. 
There is, however, another 
group of people who are 
keenly interested in these 
islands.

Visitors of Another Kind
Jehovah’s Witnesses, who take seriously Jesus’ words 

that the good news of the Kingdom will be preached in 
all nations, did not overlook the Cayman Islands. (Mat­
thew 24:14) As early as 1929, Patrick Davidson, who was 
overseeing the preaching work in Jamaica, paid a visit to 
Grand Cayman. In spite of opposition, he managed to sow 
the seeds of Kingdom truth.

Davidson made a second visit in 1937, but it was not 
until 1950 that a thorough coverage of Grand Cayman 
was undertaken by Aleck Bangle and a fellow missionary. 
Hundreds of pieces of Bible literature were distributed in 
a short time. The missionaries reported that they found the people friendly, easy to talk to, and eager to hear the 
good news.

Caymanians Hear the Good News
Steadily and patiently, the missionaries and other full-time ministers continued their work. By 1959 

there was a small group of 12 Kingdom publishers, and a



congregation was organized. One of the 
first local residents to accept Bible truth 
was Wilbert Sterling. He can well remem­
ber the days when the small band of Wit­
nesses had to cover their territory on foot. Although now blind and in his 80’s, Broth­
er Sterling still serves as an elder in the Georgetown Congregation.

The diligent efforts of those early King­
dom proclaimers have been blessed by 
Jehovah. There is now an average of 
60 Kingdom publishers amid a population of about 17,000. Many of the islanders 
have come to appreciate that the Witness­
es are different because their worship is 
Bible based.

For example, a woman working in a 
restaurant saw a Witness preaching from 
house to house. She approached him and 
asked what she had to do to become one of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. She was told that 
she would have to take in accurate knowl­
edge of Jehovah God and his Son, Je­
sus Christ, and then put it into prac­
tice. (John 17:3) Upon hearing that, she 
accepted a home Bible study. Today, she is 
serving Jehovah as one of his witnesses.

Many of those who have accepted the 
truth are from other countries. They have 
made Cayman their home or are tempo­
rary residents on work contracts. Thus, 
one sister expressed the desire to see more 
native Caymanians in the congregation. 
She prayed to Jehovah to help her find a 
native who wanted to study the Bible. Not 
long after that, she contacted a young 
woman who already had the book 
Truth That Leads to Eternal Life, and the sister started a Bible study with her. Within a few months, the woman began 
attending meetings, abandoned her for­
mer religion, and started to share what she was learning with others. Within a 
year she became a dedicated, baptized wit­ness of Jehovah.

The preaching work received a further

boost in 1982, when a missionary couple 
were assigned to Grand Cayman. They 
conducted many home Bible studies and 
laid a fine foundation for further expan­
sion.
Opposition Defeated on Cayman Brae

The island of Cayman Brae is about 
90 miles northeast of Grand Cayman. 
From time to time, missionaries and oth­
er full-time workers from Grand Cayman 
stopped over to bring the good news to its 
1,700 inhabitants. But exciting things be­
gan to happen there in 1986.

A couple working there on contract 
started to study and progressed to the 
point of dedication and baptism. Then, 
two other Witnesses moved in from other 
lands. The increased activity soon brought 
the wrath of opposers, who tried to get 
the immigration authorities to cancel the 
work permits of the newly baptized cou­
ple. Their efforts were thwarted, however, 
when the chief immigration officer in 
Georgetown, Grand Cayman, took the po­
sition that if the religious opposers were 
upset by the work of the Witnesses, they 
should also go from house to house to 
counter it. No open hostility has been felt 
since.

Remembered by Jehovah
The people of the Cayman Islands have 

certainly not been forgotten by Jehovah, 
the Grand Creator. Rather, he is mak­
ing it possible for the good news to be 
preached in these small islands, thus ful­
filling the prophecy of Isaiah: “Sing to Jehovah a new song, his praise from the 
extremity of the earth, you men that are going down to the sea and to that which 
fills it, you islands and you inhabiting them.”—Isaiah 42:10.

The Cayman Islands can rejoice that 
from Jehovah’s standpoint, they are not “The Islands Time Forgot.”
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Mental DistressWhen ItAfflicts a Christian
Me n t a l -h e a l t h  ex­

perts say that per­
haps 1 in 5 individuals in 

the United States suffers 
some sort of recogniz­
able mental disorder. The World Health Organization 
adds that there may be as 
many as 40 million un­
treated cases of mental ill­
ness in developing lands. 
Mental problems have even 
been discovered among 
some inhabitants of the 
paradisaic Pacific isles.

It should therefore not 
surprise us that a number 
of Christians today experi­
ence mental or emotional 
difficulties ranging from 
simple anxiety and mild 
depression to serious ill­
nesses such as major de­pression, bipolar disorders (manic-depression), pho­
bias, and schizophrenia. 
Some had such problems 
before becoming Witness­
es, while others have begun suffering distress in their 
older years.



Why Christians Are Not Immune
One Christian woman with over 20 

years of dedicated service reports being 
tormented by forceful and unrelenting 
voices. “I’ll be thinking on any other sub­
ject,” says she, “and up comes the voice 
saying, ‘kill yourself.’ . . . Over and over 
you hear these voices until you can’t take 
it anymore.” How is it possible for a faith­
ful Christian to suffer this way? Does not 2 Timothy 1:7 say: “God gave us not a 
spirit of cowardice, but that of power and 
of love and of soundness of mind”?

Yes, but soundness of mind generally 
refers less to psychological well-being 
than to a Christian’s ability to exercise 
Bible-based judgment. Unlike a person of 
the world who is “in darkness mentally,” 
or “corrupted in mind,” a Christian has 
‘made his mind over’ by studying God’s 
Word. (Ephesians 4:17, 18; 2 Timothy 3:8; 
Romans 12:2) This unquestionably does 
much to promote a Christian’s emotional 
and mental balance, yet it does not make 
him immune to mental health problems. 
Some faithful servants of God in Bible 
times, such as Epaphroditus, suffered 
forms of mental distress.—Philippians 2: 
25, 26; Luke 2:48.

“In Adam all are dying,” the apostle 
Paul reminds us. (1 Corinthians 15:22) Many of us have obvious physical ail­
ments. Others suffer from mental or emo­
tional sickness.

Causes of Mental Distress
Physical factors appear to be at the root of many cases of mental distress. For ex­ample, the Bible tells of a person whose 

eyes “see strange things.” The cause of 
such mysterious hallucinations? “Staying 
a long time with the wine”! (Proverbs 23: 
29-33) Clearly, alcohol can cause the brain 
to hallucinate. Doctors say that in a simi­lar way, faulty brain chemistry, genetic factors, and possibly even diet can cause

brain malfunctions. Mental and emotional 
difficulties can result.*

Strong psychological pressures, such as 
stress, may also trigger emotional prob­lems. Simply trying to maintain moral 
purity and a Christian personality in 
these “critical times hard to deal with” can 
be a source of stress. (2 Timothy 3:1-5) 
Why, Lot “was tormenting his righteous 
soul” over the wickedness he was daily exposed to in Sodom! (2 Peter 2:8) Fur­
thermore, some Christians have been 
mentally affected because of having been 
raped, sexually abused, or owing to past 
acts of promiscuity or drug abuse. Such 
things can exact a fearsome toll on a per­
son’s mental health.

What Elders Can Do
Elders are concerned with shepherding 

all the flock entrusted to their care—in-
* See the October 22, 1987, and September 8, 

1986, issues of our companion magazine, A w ake!

By being sympathetic listeners and 
counselors, elders can often help persons 

suffering emotional distress
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eluding those suffering emotional dis­
tress. (1 Peter 5:2; Isaiah 32:1, 2) True, 
they are not doctors, and they cannot cure 
individuals of their ills any more than the 
apostle Paul cured Epaphroditus of his 
physical sickness or subsequent depres­
sion. (Philippians 2:25-29) Yet, by show­
ing real concern and fellow feeling, they 
can often do much to help and encourage 
such ones.—1 Peter 3:8.

What, then, if a brother begins behav­
ing peculiarly or complains of emotional 
upheaval? The elders may first try to draw 
out the sufferer, trying to determine just 
what is bothering him. Has some personal 
calamity or unusually stressful circum­
stance—perhaps the loss of a job or death 
of a loved one—temporarily thrown him 
off balance? (Ecclesiastes 7:7) Is the af­
flicted one mildly depressed due to lone­
liness and thus in need of someone to 
“speak consolingly” to him? (1 Thessalo- 
nians 5:14) Or could it be that the brother 
is disturbed over some personal shortcom­
ing? Reassurance of God’s love and mer­
cy—along with appropriate counsel—may 
help to alleviate his anxieties. (Psalm 103: 
3, 8-14) Much good may be accomplished 
simply by praying with the distressed 
brother.—James 5:14.

Elders can also share practical wisdom 
with the sufferer. (Proverbs 2:7) For ex­
ample, we noted that some emotional dis­
turbances may be related to diet. The 
elders may therefore suggest that the 
brother eat balanced meals and avoid di­
etary extremes. Or they may discern that 
the distressed one has been under great pressure on his job and would benefit 
greatly from “a handful of rest”—more 
regularly getting a good night’s sleep. 
—Ecclesiastes 4:6.

Those Who ‘Need a Physician’
When severe distress persists, though, 

it is well to recall Jesus’ words: “Persons

in health do not need a physician, but 
the ailing do.” (Matthew 9:12) Many dis­
tressed persons are reluctant to see a phy­
sician. Elders and family members may 
thus need to encourage a brother to seek 
medical attention, such as having a thor­
ough examination by a trusted doctor. 
Says Professor Maurice J. Martin: “A 
wide variety of physical diseases masquer­
ade as psychiatric disorders.” And even 
where mental illness really is involved, 
effective treatments often exist.

The wife of an elder tells how her dis­
turbed husband “became afraid to be 
around the brothers and didn’t want to go 
to the meetings. . . .  He desperately want­
ed to die!” But after he received profes­sional medical attention, his wife was able 
to report: “He is no longer deeply de­
pressed, nor does he want to stay away 
from meetings. This morning he gave the 
public talk!”

Admittedly, not all situations are re­
solved so easily. Science is just beginning 
to unravel the mysteries of mental prob­
lems. Getting properly diagnosed and 
treated can be a long, complicated process 
—but it often pays off.

Afflicted by the Demons?
Some victims of mental difficulties fear 

they are under demonic attack, claiming at 
times to hear “voices.” True, the demons 
have been known to make sane individuals 
behave irrationally. (Mark 5:2-6,15) There 
is no proof that the demons are involved in most cases of bizarre behavior, any more 
than that they are involved in all cases of speechlessness, blindness, and epilep­
sy. Yet, back in Bible times, the demons sometimes caused (or at least aggravated) 
these very ailments! (Matthew 9:32, 33; 
12:22; 17:15-18) The Bible makes a clear distinction, though, between “those who 
were ill and those demon-possessed.” (Mark 1:32-34; Matthew 4:24; Acts 5:16)
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Obviously, then, the vast majority of cases 
of blindness or epilepsy today are caused by 
physical—not demonic—factors. The same 
no doubt can be said of most cases of men­
tal distress.

Still, it must be remembered that Satan 
and his demons are ‘waging war’ with 
God’s people and have been known to ha­
rass faithful Christians. (Revelation 12: 
17; Ephesians 6:12) The demons are fiend­
ish, and it should not surprise us that they 
take sadistic delight in tormenting some 
mentally distressed souls—compounding 
their difficulties.

So if the elders have good reason to sus­
pect that demonic influence is involved, 
there is no harm in their making some inquiry. Has the person, for example, re­
ceived any suspicious items directly and 
deliberately from individuals who are in­
volved in some form of demonism? Disposal 
of such objects may bring relief. (Acts 19: 
18-20) Since Christians are told to “oppose 
the Devil,” the elders can also advise the 
afflicted one to reject any strange “voices” 
that could be of demonic origin. (James 4:7; 
Matthew 4:10) If a person feels under at­
tack, he should pray fervently, calling upon 
Jehovah’s name out loud.—Ephesians 6:18; 
Proverbs 18:10.

Demonic involvement, however, appears 
to be the exception—not the rule. One 
sister relates: “I thought I was possessed 
by a demon until I sought medical help 
and was informed that I had a chemical 
imbalance. It gave me great relief to find out that it was an illness that was causing my actions and not some demon person 
that was inside of me!”

Psychiatric Medications
A variety of medications are now used 

by doctors in the treatment of mental 
disturbances. Medically supervised use of some such medications has permitted se­verely ill Christians to function normally.

Some well-intentioned brothers, though, 
have discouraged patients from taking 
prescribed medication, perhaps fearing 
that it might be harmful or addictive. 
There are, of course, risks involved with 
any kind of medical treatment, and “the 
shrewd one considers his steps,” consider­
ing long-term results.—Proverbs 14:15.

Interestingly, however, many psychiat­
ric drugs are not hallucinogenic, tranquil- 
izing, or addictive; they serve merely to 
correct chemical imbalances in the brain. 
Antipsychotics, for example, may help to 
tame the often bizarre symptoms of 
schizophrenia. Lithium can help to ease 
depression and level the highs and lows of 
manic-depression.

Granted, powerful drugs are sometimes 
used to tranquilize a patient or to sup­
press suicidal tendencies. Yet, if a brother 
is taking prescribed medication not for 
pleasure but so that he can function nor­
mally, this can be viewed in much the 
same way as a diabetic’s using insulin.

It should be remembered that psychiat­
ric medications are often slow acting and 
may have unpleasant side effects. At 
times, too, there is a measure of trial and 
error in a doctor’s finding an effective 
medication and/or dosage that produces 
the fewest side effects. Patients often be­
come discouraged. Family members and

In Our Next Issue
■ Will There Always Be Wars?

■ The Sheepfolds and the
Shepherd

■ When Marital Peace Is
Threatened
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Sometimes it is advisable for a mentally ill 
person to seek medical help

others can therefore be supportive of the person undergoing treatment, encourag­
ing him to be patient and to cooperate 
with qualified medical personnel. What if 
he has questions about a certain medica­
tion? Or what if problems develop or a 
treatment seems ineffective? Such prob­
lems should be discussed with his physi­cian.* If necessary, a second opinion can 
be obtained.

Talk Therapies
In some cases, consideration may also 

be given to having the patient talk mat­ters out with a trained professional. Per­haps a trusted family doctor who is per­sonally acquainted with the patient can 
serve in this way. What, though, about

* The Society does not recommend or pass judg­
ment upon the various medications and treatments 
employed by physicians. Research in the Society’s 
publications may, nevertheless, prove helpful.

accepting treatment from a psychiatrist 
or a psychologist? This would be a person­al decision to be made with due caution. 
Therapists differ in their approaches to 
treatment. Some, for example, still prac­
tice forms of Freudian psychoanalysis, the validity of which is challenged by many in the mental health field.

Of even more concern is the fact that 
some well-intentioned practitioners have 
given advice that flatly contradicts the 
Bible. Failing to understand Christian 
principles—even viewing such as “fool­
ishness”—some therapists have even con­cluded that following the Bible’s strict 
moral code is the source of a person’s 
difficulties!—1 Corinthians 2:14.

However, some practitioners, includ­
ing psychologists and psychiatrists, offer 
forms of talk therapy that are not really 
psychoanalysis but are a means of helping 
a patient to understand his illness, re­
inforcing the need for medication, and 
ironing out practical problems. A Chris­
tian may find such therapies helpful, but 
he needs to get his facts straight before accepting treatment: Just what does the 
treatment involve? What kind of advice 
will be given? Does the physician under­
stand and respect the beliefs of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses?* If talk therapy is agreed to, 
‘test out the words’ of a doctor instead of just accepting everything unquestioning- 
ly.—Job 12:11, 12.

For the most part, then, mental distress can be viewed as a medical problem—not 
a spiritual one. Understanding this fact, 
families, elders, and congregation mem­
bers can better be of support to sufferers. 
At times distressed ones also need spiritu­al support. How the congregation can pro­vide this will be considered in a future 
issue.

* If an ill one has difficulty explaining his Bible- 
based stand to a physician or therapist, perhaps 
some mature Christian can assist him.
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Rescuing
the Codex Sinaiticur

THE Codex Sinaiticus has been de­
scribed as "the most important, excit­
ing, and valuable book in existence." 

This is not just because it is at least 1,600 
years old but because it forms a vital link in 
our catalog of Bible manuscripts. Its redis­
covery, by Tischendorf just over a hundred 
years ago, is a fascinating story.

Konstantin von Tischendorf was born in 
Saxony, northern Europe, in the year 1815 
and educated in Greek at the University 
of Leipzig. During his studies, he was 
disturbed by higher criticism of the Bible, 
voiced by famous German theologians seek­
ing to prove that the Christian Greek Scrip­
tures were not authentic. Tischendorf be­
came convinced, however, that a study of 
early manuscripts would prove the genuine­
ness of the Bible text. As a result, he deter­
mined to research for himself all known 
manuscripts, hoping to discover others in 
the course of his travels.

After four years spent searching through

Europe's finest libraries, Tischendorf, in May 
1844, reached the Monastery of St. Cather­
ine, situated 4,500 feet above the Red Sea in 
Sinai. Access to the monks' fortresslike re­
treat was by a basket suspended on a rope 
through a small wall opening.

REWARDING FINDS
For some days he was permitted to search 

through their three libraries, without suc­
cess. Then, just as he was about to leave, he 
spotted what he had been looking for— an­
cient parchments! They filled a large basket 
standing in the hall of the main library. 
The librarian told him that they were to be 
burned, just as two full baskets had already 
been. Among these parchments, Tischendorf 
was amazed to find 129 leaves from the 
oldest manuscript he had ever seen, a Greek 
translation of parts of the Hebrew Scrip­
tures. He was given 43 sheets, but the rest 
were denied him.

Tischendorf revisited the monastery in

___________________  Using the Codex____
The symbol for the Codex Sinaiticus is the Hebrew letter k . This codex confirms 

the accuracy of more recent papyrus manuscripts of the Bible. It also helps modern 
Bible scholarship by pinpointing subtle errors that crept into later copies.

For example, John 1:18 reads: "No man has seen God at any time; the only- 
begotten god who is in the bosom position with the Father is the one that has 
explained him." The footnote of the "New World Translation Reference Bible" 
reveals that "the only-begotten god," rather than the alternative rendering of "the 
only-begotten Son," is supported by the Codex Sinaiticus and other old manuscripts. 
The footnote reference Kc also gives the notation of a corrector of this codex to 
substantiate the restoration of the definite article in "the only-begotten god." The 
position of Jesus Christ is unique, as this scripture testifies.
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1853 to discover only a fragment of Genesis 
from the same fourth-century manuscript. 
He was convinced "that the manuscript 
originally contained the entire Old Testa­
ment, but that the greater part had been 
long since destroyed." The complete manu­
script probably consisted of 730 leaves. It 
was written in Greek uncial (capital) letters 
on vellum, fine sheep and goat skins.

Six years later Tischendorf made his third 
visit to the monks at Sinai. On the eve of his 
departure, he was casually shown not only 
the leaves he had saved from the fire 15 
years earlier but many others as well. They 
contained the entire Christian Greek Scrip­
tures plus part of the Greek translation of 
the Hebrew Scriptures.

Tischendorf was permitted to take the 
manuscript to Cairo, Egypt, to copy it, and

Courtesy of the British Museum, London

eventually to carry it to the czar of Russia as 
a gift from the monks. Today it reposes in 
the British Museum, exhibited alongside the 
Codex Alexandrinus. The earlier 43 sheets 
are in the University Library of Leipzig, in 
the German Democratic Republic.

We should be grateful to Tischendorf for 
devoting his life and talents to searching for 
ancient Bible manuscripts and particularly 
for rescuing the great Codex Sinaiticus from 
destruction. But our highest thanks go to 
Jehovah God, who has seen to it that his 
Word has been so accurately preserved for 
our benefit today.

Est.

S t Catherine's 
base of the



To Cope With Life’s Difficulties
Last year the house of a schoolteacher in Bignona, Senegal, burned down. Afterward, the branch of the Watch Tower Society in that West African country received this letter: 

“What upsets me so much,” the schoolteacher explained, “is that in the fire I lost books that are of inestimable value to me. The titles in­clude Y o u r  Y o u t h — G e t t i n g  t h e  B e s t  o u t  o f  I t  and I s  T h i s  L i f e  A l l  T h e r e  I s ?  I can get by all right without my clothes and my house, but I can’t get by without those books! They are more important to me than all else I lost. I beg you, please contact me as soon as possible, and let me know how I can get replacement copies. Life is full of difficulties, and we need such information to solve them and help us make right decisions and conduct ourselves properly.”


