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The Sign

Proof That the
New World Is Near?

“Nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom: and there
shall be famines, and pestilences, and
earthquakes, in [various] places.”
— Matthew 24:7, King James Version.

HILE World War lraged, The W atch

Tower, April 15,1917, quoted these
words and stated: “We see now a partial
fulfilment of this prophetic statement, in
that practically all the nations of earth are
engaged in deadly conflict. The available
food supply is everywhere decreasing
and the cost of living increasing.”

Now, 71 years later, this magazine is
still drawing its readers’ attention to this
prophecy. Three ancient historians re-
corded this prophecy as part of “the sign”
given by Jesus Christ.— Matthew 24:3,7;
Mark 13:4,8; Luke 21:7,10,11.

Since 1914, hundreds of millions of
lives have been snuffed out by wars,
famines, pestilences, and other disas-
ters. The New Encyclopedia Britannica
(1987) lists 63 “Major historical earth-
quakes” spanning the past 1,700 years.
Of this total, 27, or 43 percent, have
struck since 1914. The book Terra Non
Firma, by Professors Gere and Shah, has
a list covering a longer period. Of the
total “significant” earthquakes in that list,
54 percent have taken place since 1914.*
Even granting that records from past
centuries are incomplete, we cannot es-
cape the conclusion that in our time man-

* The World Book Encyclopedia (1987) lists
37 “Major Earthquakes,” from 526 C.E. forward.
Of this list, 65 percent have occurred since
1914.

kind has been greatly affected by earth-
quakes.

Something even more horrifying struck
men’s hearts with the exploding of atom
bombs on the Japanese cities of Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki. The nuclear powers
now possess so many weapons of mass
destruction that humanity is threatened
with extinction. As the historian Luke went
on to record in Jesus’ prophecy: “There
will be fearful sights and from heaven
great signs ... and on the earth anguish
of nations, not knowing the way out . ..
while men become faint out of fear and
expectation of the things coming upon the
inhabited earth.”— Luke 21:11,25, 26.

Although the superpowers may agree
to reduce the numbers of some weapons
in their arsenals, such agreements will not
reduce man’s fear of violent crime, eco-
nomic collapse, and terrorism. “Whatwor-
ries people most nowadays,” states an
African newspaper, “is their own personal
safety__ Crime has gonecrazy...; there
is an all-pervading fear.” Yes, and Jesus
foretold that “the increasing of lawless-
ness” isyet another accurate detail of the
sign.— Matthew 24:12.

“Good News”

You will be relieved to hear, though, that
the tragic developments just mentioned
are foretold to be accompanied by “good
news [being] preached in all the inhabited
earth.” (Matthew 24:14) The “good news”
is about God’s Kingdom. Already, that su-
perhuman world government has gath-
ered millions of loyal subjects. It will soon
intervene in human affairs and satisfy
man’'s need for a righteous new world.
— Luke 21:28-32; 2 Peter 3:13.

Many brush aside the “good news” in
disbelief. Others say they believe it, but
they do little about it. Some act on it for a
time, then they begin to doubt. Were such
negative reactions also foretold as part of
the sign? More important, how can you
personally benefit from this sign?
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The Sign

Are You
Heeding it?

til A #E WANT people of every coun-

V V fry to enjoy prosperity, welfare
and happiness. The road to this lies
through proceeding to a nuclear-free,
non-violent world.”— Perestroika, by
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev.

Justifiably, many doubt that man is
really capable of producing such world
conditions. Another leader, Jesus Christ,
promised something grander— a para-
dise earth where even the death process
will be reversed. (Matthew 5:5; Luke 23:
43; John 5:28, 29) Of course, the means
to accomplish this is divine intervention.
In answer to the question of “when” such
intervention would come, Jesus said:
“The kingdom of God is not coming with
striking observableness.” At first, only
keenly observant ones with a figurative
eagle eye would realize it. (Luke 17:
20, 37) Why so?

Why We Need the Sign

Since his ascension to heaven, Jesus
Christ “dwells in unapproachable light,
whom not one of men has seen or can
see.” (1 Timothy 6:16) Thus, literal hu-
man eyes will never see him again. As
Jesus said on the last day of his earthly
life: “A little longer and the world will
behold me no more.” (John 14:19) He
can be seen only in a figurative way.
— Ephesians 1:18; Revelation 1:7.

Yet, Jesus said that it would be pos-
sible for his disciples to discern when
God’s Kingdom would commence ruling.
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How? By means of a sign. In answer to
the question, “What will be the sign of
your presence?” Jesus outlined visible
proof of his future invisible rule.— M at-
thew 24:3.

Included in the sign was an illustration
showing what kind of people would ben-
efit from it. “Wherever the carcass is,”
said Jesus, “there the eagles will be
gathered together.” (Matthew 24:28) All
who want to survive the end of the pres-
ent system into God’s new world must
‘gather together' and enjoy spiritual food
along with Christ's eaglelike “chosen
ones.”— Matthew 24:31,45-47.

Guarding Against Impatience

No human can work out the date for
the end of the present wicked system.
“Concerning that day or the hour,” Jesus
said, “nobody knows, neither the angels
in heaven nor the Son, but the Father.”
— Mark 13:32, 33.

Might it be, though, that the sign could
occur over the span of many human
generations? No. The sign is to occur
during one particular generation. The
same generation that withessed the be-
ginning of the sign will also witness its
climax in “a tribulation such as has not
occurred from the beginning of the cre-
ation.” Three historians, Matthew, Mark,
and Luke, recorded Jesus’ assurance of
this.— Mark 13:19, 30; Matthew 24:13,
21, 22, 34; Luke 21:28, 32.

There is, however, the danger of be-
coming impatient. Seventy-four years
have passed since the outbreak of
World War | in 1914. From a human
viewpoint, this may seem a very long
time. But some eagle-eyed Christians
who saw World War | are still very much
alive. Their generation has not passed
away.

When he gave the sign, Jesus warned
about the danger of becoming impa-
tient. He spoke of individuals who would



Many are so absorbed in pleasures that
they neglect the sign

say in their heart: “My master is delay-
ing.” Jesus showed that such feelings, if
not checked, could lead to foolish ac-
tion. (Matthew 24:48-51) Christ’s apos-
tles had more to say about this.

“Ridiculers”

According to the Bible writer Jude,
Christ’'s apostles sounded the following
warning: “In the last time there will be
ridiculers, proceeding according to their
own desires for ungodly things.”— Jude
17, 18.

The desire for life in a clean new world
can easily be replaced by “desires for
ungodly things.” This is especially dan-
gerous today because of the world’s
methods of expression and communica-
tion. Never before in human history have
violence, spiritism, and sexual immorali-
ty been paraded to such an extent. They
are often the theme of radio and music

presentations, and they are seen in nu-
merous TV programs, videos, advertise-
ments, books, and magazines.

The sign points to the end of such
ungodliness. Naturally, then, some peo-
ple who have an appetite for ungodly
things ridicule the sign. As foretold, they
argue that “all things are continuing
exactly as from creation’s beginning.”
— 2 Peter 3:3, 4.

‘Love Cools Off’

Recently, a 75-year-old American au-
thor, Paul Bowles, was interviewed by
Newsweek magazine. Answering the
gquestion, “What is your view of the
world?” Bowles said: “The world has
gone to pieces in a moral sense. No one
is honest anymore the way they were
60 years ago. There was a concept of
what is a gentleman; it was a valued
attribute of our Western culture. Now no
one [cares]. There is also an enormous
emphasis on money.”

This situation is just as the Bible pre-
dicted. Jesus foretold: “Because of the
increasing of lawlessness the love of
the greater number will cool off.” (Mat-
thew 24:12; 2 Timothy 3:1-5) As self-
ishness and greed increase, love for
God decreases. More and more people
show that they put their own desires
ahead of God’'s laws by engaging in
criminal acts, terrorism, dishonest busi-
ness practices, sexual immorality, and
drug abuse.

Some recognize the fulfillment of the
sign but fail to act on it because of being
so wrapped up in pleasing themselves.
On the other hand, heeding the sign
requires endurance in showing unselfish
love for God and neighbor.— Matthew
24:13, 14.

“Anxieties of Life”
Jesus also warned that, besides self-
ish pleasures, legitimate physical needs
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Heeding the sign involves gathering
together to feed on God’s Word

could so absorb some that they would
neglect the sign. He urged: “Pay atten-
tion to yourselves that your hearts nev-
er become weighed down with overeat-
ing and heavy drinking and anxieties of
life, and suddenly that day be instantly
upon you as a snare. For it will come in
upon all those dwelling upon the face of
all the earth.”— Luke 21:34, 35.

The Bible, of course, encourages hap-
py family life. (Ephesians 5:24-6:4) Of-
ten this requires that a family head be
involved in some sort of employment or
business to make provisions for his wife
and children. (1 Timothy 5:8) Yet, it
would be shortsighted to allow one’s life
to revolve solely around family, busi-
ness, and material things. Because of
this danger, Jesus warned: “Just as it
occurred in the days of Noah, so it will
be also in the days of the Son of man:
they were eating, they were drinking,
men were marrying, women were being
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given in marriage, until that day when
Noah entered into the ark, and the flood
arrived and destroyed them all. ... The
same way it will be on that day when the
Son of man is to be revealed.”— Luke
17:26-30; Matthew 24:36-39.

“Taken Along” or “Abandoned”?

The hour is late. Soon, God’s Kingdom
will intervene to set matters straight.
Then every human will be affected in
one of two ways. As Jesus explained:
“Then two men will be in the field: one
will be taken along and the other be
abandoned; two women will be grinding
at the hand mill: one will be taken along
and the other be abandoned.”— M at-
thew 24:40, 41.

When that crucial time arrives, what
will your position be? Will you be aban-
doned to destruction, or will you be tak-
en along for survival? To guide you in
the right direction, consider again the
illustration that Jesus gave: “Where the
body is, there also the eagles will be
gathered together.”— Luke 17:34-37;
Matthew 24:28.

Jesus was thus emphasizing the need
for farsighted, united action. Those who
are taken along for survival are ones
who regularly gather together and ben-
efit from the spiritual nourishment God
provides. Millions have experienced that
such spiritual feeding comes through
close association with one of over 55,-
000 congregations of Jehovah’'s W it-
nesses and through studying Bible-
based publications such as the one you
are reading.

Over three million of Jehovah's W it-
nesses show faith in the sign by sharing
the “good news of the kingdom” with
their neighbors. (Matthew 24:14) Are
you responding positively to the good
news? If so, you can take to heart the
promise of survival into an earthly par-
adise.



The Sign

Eag
Vultu %Ss?

ATATHEREVER the carcass is, there the

" * eagles will be gathered together.”
(Matthew 24:28) Instead of learning from
this illustration, some find fault with it.
They say that eagles are solitary hunters
that feed on live prey, not carcasses. Thus,
some Bibles use the word "vultures." But
the Greek word in question, a--tos, is
correctly translated "eagle.”

One species found in Israel is the tawny
eagle. "Like many birds of prey," observe
John Sinclair and John Mendelsohn, "the
tawny eagle is not averse to carrion and
is quite often among the first arrivals at a
fresh kill.™ Another observer reported a
gathering of 60 bateleurs and tawny ea-
gles in Africa's Kalahari. He added: "The
Tawny Eagle is dominant when they meet
at carrion. In a number of cases two birds,
presumably a pair, have been seen to
share a kill."

Sea eagles are also common in lands of
the Mediterranean. In past centuries, sea
eagles and land eagles fed on the carcasses
of horses slain in battle. "It is well known

.. that they follow armies for that
purpose,” states McClintock and Strong's
Cyclopedia.

Being swift and farsighted, eagles are
sometimes the first birds to arrive at a
fresh carcass. Jesus was familiar with the
description in which Jehovah God asked
Job this humbling question: "Is it at your
order that an eagle flies upward and that
it builds its nest high up, . . . upon the
tooth of a crag and an inaccessible place?
From there it has to search for food; far

into the distance its eyes keep looking. . ..

Where the slain are, there it is."—Job 39:
27-30.

Thus, Jesus well illustrated that only
those with a figurative eagle eye would
benefit from the sign.
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A Nation Lost,
but Not All

HORTLY after Jesus’
Sdiscussion with those

who had gathered out-
side a Pharisee’s house, certain
ones tell him “about the Galileans
whose blood [the Roman governor
Pontius] Pilate had mixed with their
sacrifices.” These Galileans are per-
haps the ones who were killed when
thousands of Jews protested Pilate’s
use of money from the temple treasury
to build an agqueduct to bring water into
Jerusalem. Those relating this matter to
Jesus may be suggesting that the Gal-
ileans suffered the calamity because of
their own wicked deeds.

Jesus, however, sets them straight,
asking: “Do you imagine that these Gal-
ileans were proved worse sinners than
all other Galileans because they have
suffered these things? No, indeed,” Je-
sus answers. Then he uses the incident
to warn the Jews: “Unless you repent,
you will all likewise be destroyed.”

Continuing, Jesus recalls another lo-
cal tragedy, perhaps also associated
with the aqueduct construction. He
asks: “Or those eighteen upon whom
the tower in Siloam fell, thereby Kkilling
them, do you imagine that they were
proved greater debtors than all other
men inhabiting Jerusalem?” No, it was
not because of the badness of these
persons that they happened to die, Je-
sus says. Rather, “time and unforeseen
occurrence” are generally responsible
for such tragedies. Jesus, however,
once again uses the occasion to warn:
“But, unless you repent, you will all be
destroyed in the same way.”
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Jesus then
goes on to give a
fitting illustration, ex-
plaining: “A certain man had
a fig tree planted in his vineyard,
and he came looking for fruit on it, but
found none. Then he said to the vine-
dresser, ‘Here it is three years that |
have come looking for fruit on this fig
tree, but have found none. Cut it down!
Why really should it keep the ground
useless?’ In reply he said to him, ‘Mas-
ter, let it alone also this year, until | dig
around it and put on manure; and if then
it produces fruit in the future, well and
good; but if not, you shall cut it down.’”

Jesus has spent more than three
years trying to cultivate faith among the
Jewish nation. But only a few hundred
disciples can be counted as fruitage of
his labors. Now, during this fourth year
of his ministry, he is intensifying his
efforts, symbolically digging and putting
manure around the Jewish “fig tree” by
zealously preaching and teaching in Ju-
dea and Perea. Yet to no availl The
nation refuses to repent and so is in line
for destruction. Only a remnant of the
nation respond.

Shortly afterward Jesus is teaching in
a synagogue on a Sabbath. There he
sees a woman who, because of a de-



mon afflicting her, has been bent double
for 18 years. Compassionately, Jesus
ddresses her: “Woman, you are re-
leased from your weakness.” At that he
lays his hands on her, and instantly
she straightens up and begins glorify-
ing God.
The presiding officer of the syna-
gogue, however, is angry. “There are
six days on which work ought to be
done,” he protests. “On them, there-
fore, come and be cured, and not on
the sabbath day.” The officer thus
acknowledges Jesus’ power to heal
but condemns the people for com-
ing to be healed on the Sabbath!
“Hypocrites,” Jesus answers,
“does not each one of you on the
sabbath untie his bull or his ass
from the stall and lead it away to
give it drink? Was it not due, then,
for this woman who is a daughter
of Abraham, and whom Satan held
bound, look! eighteen years, to be
loosed from this bond on the sab-
bath day?”
Well, on hearing this, those op-
posing Jesus begin to feel shame.
The crowd, however, rejoices at all
the glorious things they see Jesus
do. In response Jesus repeats
two prophetic illustrations regard-
ing the Kingdom of God, ones that
he told from a boat on the Sea of
Galilee about a year earlier. Luke 13:
1-21; Ecclesiastes 9:11; Matthew 13:
31-33.

+ What tragedies are here mentioned, and what
lesson does Jesus draw from them?

+ What application can be made regarding the
unfruitful fig tree, as well as the attempts to
make it productive?

+ How does the presiding officer acknowledge
Jesus’ healing ability, yet how does Jesus ex-
pose the man'’s hypocrisy?
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Measuring the Temple
1At Revel a\ &e a11 the apostle John

ays. A ree rod was given me as
ﬂgn%:alu(étAt ée} (ggd easa r%rt anJetrr? ze
Wors rr Inf. rsvrsronar s
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10. What does John’s listing of war, famine,
ﬂrsse(a)sseeeand wild beasts as causes of death help
11. At Revelation 11:1, what was John com-
tner%npdlgd to do, and this was with regard to which
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arrangement. n this figurative temple,
?ed hrist rans servega unger

ﬁgof}e eaétit 25 uef tion brew ré ﬂs

DThat temple came. rnto berrW
when Jesus was norne as \Pe prrest
(Hebrews31 105 hwsto have 144,000

i 'er“%aattt e
tose century Christians Jt

e
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lans 4:15) Moreover, aterth terstcent

%I}T/tagre t aRIC’)ISStﬁS Sse\}V(IE?e agurroe %es \%
1
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5 emiah %13% Lamentatﬁonsz
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ns visionar, measurrn? eoftthat

F.FurP'g e Loty "l f ey

e e el
In aI n Hanorn
@@W%o r'atﬂ a? eaguhgted (%artﬁtul %e ;

e resurrecte elr promise %
eavenly sanctuary IOstartrng r?t %815]

12. When did that temple come into being, and
what developments took place regarding it’in the
first century?

13. What did John’s measuring of the temple
sanctuaryé;uarantee and what happened early
in the Lord’s day?
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John’s measuring of the temple gave firm

separale g eesan repent. of any errors t
b recor a'th ness M) commit 88 ot b el
EO%J[]CI |mPor ance or ear i ave j)e ovan's bes and P?X L
w%rmotun eé?%eye%r B anlrs Gl partin i temple Tl gemer n% S
rgss, n ¥lsgeacl[we i Is what happen ccor]l fo Revelation
AL glrectors peE I 11 he SXJOdU iquratively were
Fores rection visio
wenrlze C'etg/a were Imprispned, I fores e s torzi<tjon 0
g[ work almos ﬁi eys.to (elr on fand Z
a|on 11 hat was t X EIS modern resurr éon turned
meamn rnng o ?]e temple ? e a restoration Of od’s 60
s ehe aé iB ans rom the|r |scoura ed, almost mact \e
% ﬁ/e ear §8 é ears. af- 0 a lving, Vibt r“ condition In
o It teE]Pﬁ f Jerusa¥em had Ght ey COUg Pya art In Jeho-
een estroyed EKIEl Saw a visionary \clﬂrrg dSI%TVl 99 a resurrection” oc-
14, What happened to anointed Chrlstlans be-
fore and during the first world war? 16. ﬁa) Of what did John’s measuring of the
15, What did { emeasurln(_}ofavmonary tem-  temple sanctuary assure God’s people back in
ple mean for God’s people ot Ezekiel’s day? 1918? (b) How was this fulfilled?
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The Little Scroll
TAt ReveIa lon 1 1, John saw a strong
gﬁl dscen |n rom heaven, arraye
e
eet

(W] aram o Was ugr(] IS
re asIS Igce o FsugomeWEaSt
res les VLSIO ji ﬁ Va seen]c Z{Eew
Ele% Reveean utJoWn er sZaSV

nane not Jehovan. }-Ienc |t must have
vaj)'s reaf ange %c Son, Je liS
rlst wo “Is the Ima %/I the 1VIs|
gsslans 1:15 oreover Revela-
t|on1 ICtS Jtehssas stnhglna

Pozo:t;%eaa%%a il
E ﬂae ?%”a% g Bsa“m84

]8Je us | this magnificent V|S|onar
form as a little scrofl in his han
John' is mstruycted totke esrol
ea |t Reve atlon 10:8, 9) In this w
rlence ery similar
thato Eze |eI s also com ande
0 eat a visiongr cr In Ezekie]’s case,
ergmﬁgt ergsezeklel se\(/jv ttne SC‘trr?e tOvvte e
nft)te mn moanl gwa|I
Ezekle Ezekle orts
U
(? 8 ype eating o? th scrol

mé% or Ezekiel’
learly, the scroll contained inspired

T. a)D Describe John’s vision at Revelation
0:1. (b) Who was the angel that John saw, and
i,l ing what day was the vision due to be ful-

8 (a) What was John commanded to eat?
(b) In"a similar vision, what was Ezekiel com-
anded to eat, and with what effect?

(a) What was represented by Ezekiel’s eat-
? the scroll?_(b) Who were to receive the
|ter messages Ezekiel was commissioned to

preach?
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rophet| format|on When Ezekiel ate
escro ?cc epted the commission to
eclareg]els meor aetllron0 suc 0extepet
eremia (i%”l av ut the onte sgPﬂw
SCro V\ier [18 eetforot ers. escro
Was, |r esan moanmgsan wa|-

\ngthe |J] It pace E.ei%“ tgﬁ Sor}
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e
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o éae
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ohn"too, I Was" t r|I|ng av
va 's word hecome a part'o Et
message nad a bitter ring to It itter or

20. What appened when John ate the Ilttle
scroll, and what resulted from his doing so?

Can You Explain?
0O What is the Lord’s day?

0O What destructive part do “the wild
beasts of the earth” play during the
Lord’s day?

O What assurance did Jehovah
provide by means of John’s
measuring of the temple sanctuary?

0O What did John’s eating of the little
scroll mean for the anointed remnant
in 19197

O So far, what has the Lord’s day
meant for God’s people and for the
world in general?



OO oL e YT, i o

Pnnsg an t?nguesgan ma Ings. —Rev %{

eIa jon ow as aIIo thrs een fulfilled dur- z T Etar i be?rh%rOfC hsgagﬁegrvas
thel-’_ % db h dXLhé 801orseaq an the(sear

e
caI fa fs, Cﬂ{m a ’r?t%h hns ?éﬁ rea
mbrace Servin

5Eh so thorouahlonvha? It becaggedg W 3%?& o re thor%wn( a/esaalr(t)nrrr?

qh and this was. sweet In Qrtant rtr thova ur osstowarg
%.ut their mkessrng and. aﬁf% ege proved  this ear a

:H
O')
H

an ItS %p ear nce has caus
itte thers—es ﬁ t0”the cler- eat }/

9 R risten 8”& eCause thei eve ton ere ence
it Hornte hristi aﬂﬁ COUI’&gEOU?O)( f} fO ays rea

[0C ar Il Of Jenoyan’s message SU ern or Ehtﬁﬂ Ut rich ess
an Ind. Tt }r th g)() L|a th Ya et us see, naw,
9 rc}esote |n 8 t the y wr contnu to etrue as the
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21. (a) What did anointed Christians doin 1919  22. (a) In what grand way have the anointed

that corresponded to John’s eating of the little  been used by Jehovah during the Lord’s day so

scroll, and with what effect? (b) What was the ~ far? (b) What has the Lord’s d y meant” for
result for Christendom and the World in general? Satan S World and for God’s people’

et e

“Go subduing in the midst ofyour enemres '—psalm NO:2.

A Ki 4 tall m [ After 1914
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THE WATCHTOWER-OCTOBER 15, 1988 15



The fate of ancient Jerusalem shows what will soon happen to Babylon the Great

gJe[govah’s] temple.”—Revelation 7:1-3,

kndeed since, 1914 Jesus has Hone
fort con uerm evertheless, muc re-
ams {0 Jesus has yet ocom
ete 1S con uest ‘-!e aS ye%o
Ctli) In rem lhn all ace tns
wor tmoft eve at|0n
19:11- éh r;mmentous ac
mean Tor us as |nd|V| uals”

Public Stripping of Babylon the Great

AThe e ruction 0 Sata s world be-
Ins Wdt eené of alerel jon. Reve-
Is%nre Scribes ewo

%r empire 0
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reaf, who
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Mo Ex
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lot was the city o Jerusa em.
% 6How is false religion described in Revelation?

5That
Why was unfaithful Jerysalem called a
Rrostltute and whatjudgment did this bring on
er from the hand of Jefovah?
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7. What will be the end of Babylon the Great?
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8. What kind of time will the great tribulation
be for manking?

10. What did Ezekjel pr
Egypt and how was this fu

ehovahJ raé]zeilef

lphes;; in the case of

o Ll 3 2 B
L hstaaay g o :
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Onﬂ ng Warl
DWhat, though, of Christians in these

11, ; What is preﬂgured by what happened to
Eﬁyﬁt bg ow will" the future be absolute);
black for Satan’s world at the great tribulation?
12. How has Satan expressed his hatred of Jesus
Christ during the Lord’s day?
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13. How has Satan used quile in his warfare 14, 15 How can we conquer in our struggle
against God’s people? against Satan?
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16. Why was John to]d not to write down what
the seven thunders said, and what did this mean
for anointed Christians in 19197

What are some of the new insi
Jehovaltélhaas granted to his people in
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18. What outstanding privileges of service have
Jehovah'’s ﬁeople shared in during the Lord’s
day and what awareness does this build in our

hea
19 (a) What will be the climax of Satan’s hos-

tl|lt% toward God’s people? (b))Who will conquer
in the final, climactic conflict
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20, What blessings will the Lord’s day brmg to
faithful Chrlsttans at the great tribulation?
21, What will happen on earth durlng the Lord’s
day after the great tribulation?

What momentous events await mankind at
the end of the Thousand Year Reign of Christ?
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23. In view of the time we are living in, what
counsel of Paul s it most appropriaté for each
one of us to heed?

Can You Explain?

O What is the first stage of the
destruction of Satan’s world?

O How will Jesus “complete his
conquest” of his enemies?

O How has Satan fought against
Jehovah’s Witnesses during the
Lord’s day?

O What remarkable blessings have
God’s people enjoyed since 19197

O In view of where we are in the
stream of time, what are you
personally determined to do?



Insight on the News

Not Outdated

Many people have long held
the view that the principles of
good living outlined in the Bible
are outdated and unworkable.
However, recent studies have
caused some medical authorities
to rethink the value of the Bible’s
advice on doing good to others.

According to American Health,
two doctors claim that “doing
good may be good for your heart,
your immune system— and your
overall vitality.” In Michigan an-
other medical team conducted a
survey spanning aten-year peri-
od to determine to what ex-
tent social relationships affected
health. The surprising find was
that volunteer work in the com-
munity dramatically increased
life expectancy and also vitality.
The survey revealed that men
were particularly affected. Those
who did no volunteer work were
said to be two and a half times
more likely to die during the sur-
vey period than men who did
some kind of volunteer work at
least once a week.

A doctor in California reports
that his arranging for two pa-
tients who disliked each other to
do each other’s laundry had the
effect of reducing their choles-
terol levels and chest pains.

Centuries ago the apostle Paul
told Timothy to “give orders to
those who are rich in the present
system of things not to be high-
minded, and to rest their hope,
not on uncertain riches,” but “to
work at good, to be rich in fine
works, to be liberal, ready to
share.” He also reminded the He-
brew Christians not to forget
“the doing of good and the shar-
ing of things with others.” The
reason? “Glory and honor and
peace for everyone who works
what is good.” True Christians

have long known that heeding
this up-to-date counsel brings
benefits both physically and
spiritually.— 1Timothy 6:17, 18;
Hebrews 13:16; Romans 2:10.

A “Heavier Judgment”

Members of the General Syn-
od of the Anglican Church re-
cently found themselves in an
awkward predicament. They had
spoken out unanimously in favor
of “traditional teaching on chas-
tity and fidelity in personal rela-
tionships.” However, when par-
ish priest Tony Higton presented
a motion asking the synod to de-
clare that clergy are to be “exem-
plary in all spheres of morality,
including sexual morality, as a
condition of being appointed to
or remaining in office,” it was re-
jected. The reason? The Ecu-
menical Press Service reports
that the synod members found
the proposal “a bit too strong,”
adding that “Michael Baughen,
bishop of Chester, suggested it
would require the immediate res-
ignation of all the church’s bish-
ops and other clergy.”

Instead, Higton’s motion was
modified to call on all Christians,
“particularly . . . Christian lead-
ers,” to be examples “in all
spheres of morality, including
sexual morality.” The Press Ser-
vice also noted that the synod
defeated a call for “appropriate
discipline” among the clergy in
cases of sexual immorality.

While such disciplinary mea-
sures may be “too strong” for
many of today’s clergymen,
God’'s Word is clear: “Remove
the wicked man from among
yourselves.” (1 Corinthians 5:13)
God directs that firm action be
taken against all who unrepen-
tantly practice what is bad to
protect the moral and spiritual

cleanness of the Christian con-
gregation. Indeed, discipline is
even more appropriate for Chris-
tian leaders, for the disciple
James wrote: “Not many of
you should become teachers,
my brothers, knowing that we
shall receive heavier judgment.”
— James 3:1.

Glorifying God

“The quality of an athlete’s
performance can reveal the
quality of his love for God.” Is this
claim of Wes Neal, president of
IAP (Institute for Athletic Perfec-
tion), as reported in Christiani-
ty Today, true? IAP, an agency
used by evangelicals to “sanctify
competitive sport,” has promot-
ed the idea that athletes on the
playing field should emulate
the same intensity that Jesus
showed toward “accomplishing
his Father's purpose.” Such rea-
soning has become a popular
doctrine of the evangelicals’
“locker-room religion,” notes
Christianity Today. In fact, the
article cites the example of one
professional football player who
“painted crosses on his shoes
and wristbands as a reminder
that he was playing to glorify
Christ.”

However, can it be said that
participation in a highly competi-
tive or violent sport is glorifying
God? Hardly! As Psychology To-
day notes: “The very nature of
competition requires that self-
interest be temporarily adopted
while the athlete strives to win.”
Yet the Bible says that Chris-
tians should be “keeping an eye,
not in personal interest upon just
[their] own matters, but also in
personal interest upon those of
the others.” (Philippians 2:3, 4)
True Christians glorify God by
doing his will, not their own.
— Compare lIsaiah 58:13, 14.
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Rescuing

the Codex Sinaiticu

HE Codex Sinaiticus has been de-
Tscribed as "the most important, excit-

ing, and valuable book in existence."”
This is not just because it is at least 1,600
years old but because it forms a vital link in
our catalog of Bible manuscripts. Its redis-
covery, by Tischendorf just over a hundred
years ago, is a fascinating story.

Konstantin von Tischendorf was born in
Saxony, northern Europe, in the year 1815
and educated in Greek at the University
of Leipzig. During his studies, he was
disturbed by higher criticism of the Bible,
voiced by famous German theologians seek-
ing to prove that the Christian Greek Scrip-
tures were not authentic. Tischendorf be-
came convinced, however, that a study of
early manuscripts would prove the genuine-
ness of the Bible text. As a result, he deter-
mined to research for himself all known
manuscripts, hoping to discover others in
the course of his travels.

After four years spent searching through

Europe's finest libraries, Tischendorf, in May
1844, reached the Monastery of St. Cather-
ine, situated 4,500 feet above the Red Sea in
Sinai. Access to the monks' fortresslike re-
treat was by a basket suspended on a rope
through a small wall opening.
REWARDING FINDS

For some days he was permitted to search
through their three libraries, without suc-
cess. Then, just as he was about to leave, he
spotted what he had been looking for—an-
cient parchments! They filled a large basket
standing in the hall of the main library.
The librarian told him that they were to be
burned, just as two full baskets had already
been. Among these parchments, Tischendorf
was amazed to find 129 leaves from the
oldest manuscript he had ever seen, a Greek
translation of parts of the Hebrew Scrip-
tures. He was given 43 sheets, but the rest
were denied him.

Tischendorf revisited the monastery in

Using the €

The symbol for the Codex Sinaiticus is the Hebrew letter k. This codex confirms
the accuracy of more recent papyrus manuscripts of the Bible. It also helps modern
Bible scholarship by pinpointing subtle errors that crept into later copies.

For example, John 1:18 reads: "No man has seen God at any time; the only-
begotten god who is in the bosom position with the Father is the one that has
explained him." The footnote of the "New World Translation Reference Bible"
reveals that "the only-begotten god," rather than the alternative rendering of "the
only-begotten Son," is supported by the Codex Sinaiticus and other old manuscripts.
The footnote reference Kcalso gives the notation of a corrector of this codex to
substantiate the restoration of the definite article in "the only-begotten god." The
position of Jesus Christ is unique, as this scripture testifies.

30 THE WATCHTOWER-OCTOBER 15, 1988



1853 to discover only a fragment of Genesis
from the same fourth-century manuscript.
He was convinced "that the manuscript
originally contained the entire Old Testa-
ment, but that the greater part had been
long since destroyed.” The complete manu-
script probably consisted of 730 leaves. It
was written in Greek uncial (capital) letters
on vellum, fine sheep and goat skins.

Six years later Tischendorf made his third
visit to the monks at Sinai. On the eve of his
departure, he was casually shown not only
the leaves he had saved from the fire 15
years earlier but many others as well. They
contained the entire Christian Greek Scrip-
tures plus part of the Greek translation of
the Hebrew Scriptures.

Tischendorf was permitted to take the
manuscript to Cairo, Egypt, to copy it, and

St Catherine's
base of the

Courtesy of the British Museum, London
eventually to carry it to the czar of Russia as
a gift from the monks. Today it reposes in
the British Museum, exhibited alongside the
Codex Alexandrinus. The earlier 43 sheets
are in the University Library of Leipzig, in
the German Democratic Republic.

We should be grateful to Tischendorf for
devoting his life and talents to searching for
ancient Bible manuscripts and particularly
for rescuing the great Codex Sinaiticus from
destruction. But our highest thanks go to
Jehovah God, who has seen to it that his
Word has been so accurately preserved for

our benefit today.
Est.
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