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The Sign

NOt JUSt
Past History

N Jerusalem, in the Middle East, there is

a fascinating historic site that demands
the attention of thinking people today. It
is the elevated area where there stood “a
temple of immense wealth,” in the words
of the first-century Roman historian Tac-
itus. No trace of the temple buildings re-
mains, but the platform does. It bears tes-
timony to the truthfulness of a prophetic
sign that affects you.

Archaeologists have made many dis-
coveries to the south of the temple plat-
form. “One of the most interesting finds,”
states J. A Thompson in Bible and
Archaeology, “was a number of huge
blocks of Herodian masonry evidently
cast from the top of the Temple wall at
the time of the destruction of Jerusalem
in AD. 70.”

The destruction of Jerusalem and its
temple was foretold 37 years before it
happened. No less than three historians
recorded Jesus Christ’'s words that “not a
stone upon a stone will be left here and
not be thrown down.” (Luke 21:6; Mat-
thew 24:1, 2; Mark 13:1, 2) A conversa-
tion followed that affects everyone today,
including you.

“Teacher,” his disciples asked him,
“what will be the sign when these things
are destined to occur?” According to Je-
sus, the period leading up to the temple’s
destruction would be marked by wars,

earthquakes, food shortages, and pesti-
lences. “This generation,” he added, “will
by no means pass away until all things
occur.”— Luke 21:7, 10, 11, 32.

Did that generation experience fulfill-
ment of “the sign”? Yes. The Bible refers
to “a great famine” as well as three earth-
quakes, two of them ‘great earthquakes.’
(Acts 11:28; 16:26; Matthew 27:51; 28:
1, 2) According to secular history, oth-
er earthquakes and food shortages oc-
curred during that period. It was also a
time of wars, two of which were fought by
Roman armies against the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. The second siege of Jerusa-
lem resulted in terrible famine and pesti-
lence, leading up to the destruction of the
city and its temple in the year 70 C.E. The
site in Jerusalem where the temple used
to be stands as mute witness to those
terrible first-century events.

‘Interesting,” someone might say, ‘but
how does it affect me?' In that the sign is
not just past history. It was only partially
fulfilled in the first century. For example,
Jesus also foretold a time when mankind
would be in great fear because of “signs
in sun and moon and stars” and “the roar-
ing of the sea.” This feature of the sign
would mark the nearness of “the kingdom
of God"—a government that will bring
permanent deliverance from world dis-
tress.— Luke 21:25-31.

Such things did not happen in the first
century. Today, 1,900 years later, man-
kind still awaits deliverance from wars,
earthquakes, food shortages, and pesti-
lences. Therefore, the sign must have a
second complete fulfilment. Bearing this
out, the book of Revelation contains pro-
phetic pictures that correspond with the
sign, and yet it was written after Jeru-
salem’s destruction. (Revelation 6:1-8)
Thus, the important question arises: Has
the sign been seen in our day?
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The Sign
HAVE YOU SEEN IT?

<<"AR beneath the surface of the

| sea, along, round-nosed sub-
marine hangs steady, unmoved by
the great waves that rush over the
sea’s stormy surface. A hatch in
the submarine’'s deck opens and a
rocket more than 30 feet long and
4 1/2 feet thick darts out and up
towards the surface. The rocket
starts its journey propelled upward
by compressed air, but upon reach-
ing the surface of the sea, its engine
ignites and the rocket bursts from
the water with a roar.”

That description of a submarine-
launched ballistic missile, from the
book Rockets, Missiles and Space-
craft, by Martin Keen, gives meaning
to an ancient prophecy foretelling a
time of world distress due to “the
roaring of the sea.” (Luke 21:
25) How great is the threat from
ballistic missile submarines?

According to the book Jane’s

Fighting Ships 1986-87, Britain,
China, France, the Soviet Union, and
the United States have 131 ballistic
missile submarines in active service.
No city lies beyond their reach, and
the warheads usually land within a
mile of the target. Some carry suf-
ficient warheads “to obliterate any
country within 5,000 miles,” accord-
ing to The Guinness Book of Rec-
ords. Even worse, some have
claimed that the warheads in just
one ballistic missile submarine could
cause a nuclear winter that would
imperil all life on earth! The control of
distant submarines is also a prob-
lem. It is feared that a rash act in one
submarine could unleash a fatal nu-
clear war.

Many have linked such frightening
prospects to Jesus’ prophetic sign.
Could it be that our generation is
experiencing the fulfilment of that
sign? The facts answer yes. And this
means that deliverance from the
threat of nuclear war is near. (Luke
21:28, 32) With such an optimistic
prospect, we invite you to consider
evidence of the sign’s fulfillment.
Some outstanding features of the
sign are next set out here along with
their modern fulfillment.



kingdom against kingdom.” (Luke 21:10)

!‘Nation will rise against nation, and

ince 1914 over 100,000,-
000 people have died from
wars. World War | started in
1914 and involved 28 coun-
tries, not counting the sev-
eral European colonies of
that day. Few countries re-
mained neutral. It cost over
13,000,000 lives with more
than 21,000,000 wounded

| “There willbe... pestilences.” (Luke

In 1918 a deadly pestilence
struck mankind. Called the
Spanish flu, it spread to
every inhabited place ex-
cept the island of St. Helena
and killed more people than
were brought down in the
four years of war. Medical
science has made great ad-
vances since that time, and
yet there is a paradox. Ex-
plains The Lancet: “The
persistence of the sexually
transmitted diseases (STD)
as the commonest group of

soldiers. Then came World
War 1l, which was much
more destructive. And since
then? In the article “Wars of
the World,” the South Afri-
can newspaper The Star
quoted the London Sunday
Timesas saying: “A quarter
of the world’s nations are
currently caught up in con-
flicts.”

“And there will be great
earthquakes.” (Luke

In their book Terra Non Fir-
ms, Stanford University pro-
fessors Gere and Shah list
details of 164 “significant
earthquakes of the world”
spanning over three thou-
sand years into the past. Of
this total, 89 struck since
1914, taking an estimated

11)

notifiable infections isa par-
adox of modern medicine.
. . . Control of the sexu-
ally transmitted diseases
seemed at one time to be
within our grasp but has
eluded us in recent years.”

There are other pesti-
lences that modern medi-
cine has also been unable
to control, such as cancer
and coronary artery heart
disease. The latter, accord-
ing to S[outh] AfJfrica]
Family Practice, “is a new

Courtesy of German Railroads Information Office, New York

11)

1,047,944 lives. This list in-
cluded only major earth-
quakes, and since publica-
tion of Terra Non Firma in
1984, destructive earth-
quakes have occurred in
Chile, the Soviet Union, and
Mexico, resulting in thou-
sands more deaths.

Eric Schwab/WHO
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phenomenon___Itis acon-
sequence of post first world
war society.” In Britain,
heart disease and hyper-
tension “are the principal
cause of mortality,” accord-
ing to the book Cardiovas-
cular Update— Insight Into
Heart Disease. It adds that

|  “Therewill be ... food shortages.” {Luke 21:11)

Food shortages normally
accompany war. World War |
was no exception. Terrible
famines followed in its wake.
And since? Reports a spe-
cial paper The Challenge
of Internationalism— Forty
Years of the United Nations
(1945-1985): “While there
were about 1,650 million
malnourished persons in
1950 there were 2,250 mil-

U.S. Air Force photo

“very little progress has yet
been made towards their
control.”

In developing countries,
millions suffer from malaria,
sleeping sickness, bilharzia,
and other diseases. One of
the world’s worst killers is
diarrhea. Explains the mag-

lion in 1983; in other words,
an increase of 600 million or
36 per cent more.” A devas-
tating famine followed Afri-
ca's recent drought. “In one
year,” states the magazine
Newsweek, “as many as
1 million Ethiopian peasants
and 500,000 Sudanese chil-
dren died.” Thousands from
other countries also per-
ished.

azine Medicine Internation-
al: “It has been estimated
that 500 million episodes
of diarrhoea [per] year are
likely to occur among the
infants and small children
of Asia, Africa and Latin
America, with between 5
and 18 million deaths.”

Jerry Frank/United Nations

“There will be fearful sights and from heaven
great signs. Also, there will be signs in sun and
moon and stars, and on the earth anguish of
nations, not knowing the way out because of
the roaring of the sea and its agitation, while
men become faint out of fear and expectation
of the things coming upon the inhabited
earth.” (Luke 21:11, 25, 26)

World War | introduced ter-
rible new weapons. From
the heavens, airplanes and
airships rained down bombs
and bullets. Even more ter-
rifying was the destruction
that rained down on help-
less civilians in World War I,
including that of two atom
bombs.

The sea also became the
scene of new horrors. When
World War | started, sub-
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marines were considered
very insignificant, but by the
end of World War I, they
had sunk over ten thousand
vessels. “Sinking merchant
ships, including [passen-
ger] liners, without warning
seemed to be part of the
new and terrifying practice
of ‘total war,’” states Nor-
man Friedman in his book
Submarine Design and De-
velopment.



Today many consider bal-
listic missile submarines to
be the world’s capital ships.
Deadly weapons are also
carried in cruise missile sub-
marines, aircraft carriers,
and other warships. Accord-
ing to the book Jane’s Fight-
ing Ships there are
now 929 submarines, 30 air-
craft carriers, 84 cruisers,
367 destroyers, 675 frig-
ates, 276 corvettes, 2,024
fast attack craft, and thou-
sands of other military ves-
sels in the active service of
52 nations. Add to this count-
less small but deadly mines.
Never has there been such
dangerous “agitation” of the
sea by man.

Man has also reached into
the region of “sun and moon
and stars.” Ballistic missiles
streak into space before hur-
tling down on their targets.
Spacecraft have penetrated
the solar system and be-

yond. The nations have be-
come heavily dependent on
man-made satellites orbiting
the earth. Navigational and
meteorological satellites en-
able them to aim strategic
missiles with deadly accura-
cy. Extensive use is also
made of communications
and spy satellites. “Satel-
lites,” states Michael Shee-
han in his book The Arms
Race, “have become the
eyes, ears and voices of the
superpowers’armed forces.”

A recent example was the
air attack on Libya. Reports
Aviation Week & Space
Technology: “US. ... satel-
lite photos were used in at-
tack preparations and post
attack assessments. The
Defense Meteorological Sat-
ellite Program provided
weather data for the attack
and military communications
spacecraft were involved in
command and control.” Be-

| The Sign— What Does It Mean?

Millions, after examining
the sign in the light of 20th-
century history, have be-
come convinced of its fulfill-
ment. (See also Matthew,
chapter 24 and Mark, chap-
ter 13.) The 1914 genera-
tion is indeed a marked one.
It is the one involved in the
second fulfillment of Jesus’
words: “This generation will
by no means pass away
until all things occur.”
(Luke 21:32) The “all things”
include deliverance from

mankind’s perplexing prob-
lems.

Jesus assured his follow-
ers: “As these things start
to occur, raise yourselves
erect and lift your heads up,
because yourdeliverance is
getting near. . .. When you
see these things occurring,
know that the kingdom of
God is near.” God's King-
dom, a superhuman world
government, will transform
this earth into a global par-
adise. Hence, as surely as

cause of the vital role per-
formed by military satellites,
both superpowers possess
antisatellite weapons. The
basing of weapons in space
is the open intention of one
superpower in a program
popularly called Star Wars.
Whether the superpowers
actually engage in space war
or not, time alone will tell.

Meanwhile, as foretold,
“men become faint out of fear
and expectation of the things
coming upon the inhabited
earth.” Crime, terrorism, eco-
nomic collapse, chemical
pollution, and radiation poi-
soning from nuclear power
plants, together with the
mounting threat of nuclear
war, are all causes of “fear.”
The British magazine New
Statesmen reports that “over
half” that country’s teen-
agers “feel that nuclear war
will occur in their lifetimes,
and 70 per cent believe that
it is inevitable one day.”

the sign has come true so
deliverance will come too.
—Luke 21:28, 31; Psalm
72:1-8.

Perhaps you have not
considered the prophetic
sign before. We encourage
you to continue examining
God's Word. Doing so will
enable you to understand
more about God’s purposes
for mankind. Thus you will
learn what Jehovah God re-
quires of those whom he will
‘deliver’ into the coming
earthly Paradise.— Psalm
37:10, 11; Zephaniah 2:
2, 3; Revelation 21:3-5.
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Keep Ready!

FTER warning the crowds about
A covetousness, and cautioning his

disciples about giving undue at-
tention to material things, Jesus encour-
ages: “Have no fear, little flock, because
your Father has approved of giving you
the kingdom.” He thus reveals that only
a relatively small number (later identi-
fied as 144,000) will be in the heavenly
Kingdom. The majority of the ones who
receive eternal life will be earthly sub-
jects of the Kingdom.
What a marvelous gift, “the kingdom”!
Describing the proper response the
disciples should have upon re-
ceiving it, Jesus urges
them: “Sell the
things belong-

ing to you and give gifts of mercy.” Yes,
they should use their assets to benefit
others spiritually and thus build up “a
never-failing treasure in the heavens.”

Jesus next admonishes his disciples
to keep ready for his return. He says:
“Let your loins be girded and your lamps
be burning, and you yourselves be like
men waiting for their master when he
returns from the marriage, so that at
his arriving and knocking they may at
once open to him. Happy are those
slaves whom the master on arriving
finds watching! Truly | say to you, He
will gird himself and make them recline
at the table and will come alongside and
minister to them.”

In this illustration, the readiness of
the servants at their master’s return is
shown by their pulling up their long
robes and fastening these under their

girdles; and they continue to care
for their duties on into the
night in the light of well-

fueled lamps. Je-



JeSUS’ Ministry

sus explains: ‘If the master arrives in the
second watch [from about nine in the
evening to midnight], even if in the third
[from midnight to about three in the
morning], and finds them ready, happy
are they?

The master rewards his servants in an
unusual way. He has them recline at the
table and begins serving them. He treats
them, not as slaves, but as loyal friends.
What a fine reward for their continuing
to work for their master throughout the
night while waiting for his return! Jesus
concludes: “You also, ready, be-
cause at an hour that you do not think
likely the Son of man is coming.”

Peter now asks: “Lord, are you saying
this illustration to us or also to all?”

Rather than answer directly, Jesus
gives another illustration. “Who really is
the faithful steward,” he asks, “whom
his master will appoint over his body
of attendants to keep giving them their
measure of food supplies at the proper
time? Happy is that slave, if his master
on arriving finds him doing so! | tell you
truthfully, He will appoint him over all his
belongings.”

The “master” obviously is Jesus Christ.
The “steward” pictures the “little flock” of
disciples as a collective body, and the
“body of attendants” refers to this same
group of 144,000 who receive the heav-
enly Kingdom, but it highlights their work
as individuals. The “belongings” that the
faithful steward is appointed to care for
are the master’s royal interests on earth,
which includes the Kingdom’s earthly
subjects.

Continuing the illustration, Jesus points

to the possibility that not all members of
that steward, or slave, class will be loyal,
explaining: “If ever that slave should say
in his heart, ‘My master delays coming,’
and should start to beat the menservants
and the maidservants, and to eat and
drink and get drunk, the master of that
slave will come on a day that he is not
expecting him ..., and he will punish him
with the greatest severity.”

Jesus goes on to note that his coming
has brought a fiery time for the Jews,
as some accept and others reject his
teachings. Over three years earlier, he
was baptized in water, but now his bap-
tism into death is drawing ever closer to
a conclusion, and as he says: “l am
being distressed until it is finished!”

After directing these remarks to his
disciples, Jesus again addresses the
crowds. He laments their stubborn re-
fusal to accept the clear evidence of his
identity and its significance. “When you
see a cloud rising in western parts,” he
observes, “at once you say, ‘A storm is
coming,’” and it turns out so. And when
you see that a south wind is blowing,
you say, There will be a heat wave,” and
it occurs. Hypocrites, you know how
to examine the outward appearance of
earth and sky, but how is it you do
not know how to examine this particu-
lar time?” Luke 12:32-59.

+ How many make up the “little flock,” and what
do they receive?

+ How does Jesus emphasize the need for his
servants to be ready?

+ In Jesus illustration, who are the “master,” the
“steward,” the “body of attendants,” and the
“belongings”?
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Intensely From the Heart
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you are cramped for room In your own
s
hat counsel id igﬁ_l Pgu
0w

grveI 01 nstran orinth
aul st a fine exampe in T rega
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Try to discover lovable qualities in those
to whom you are not naturally attracted

tender affectrons S0, a%a recompense in

turn—I speak as t0 children— tfou foo,

nout "—2 Corinthians 6:11-13

ﬂW can we widen é)ut our heart? to

|nc udea our rothersa sisters?
% {ne ex mpL [)n t IS respect, He
obvi usysou ttg ﬁst In his prothers,
?? eme ere not orte]rr
?r Ings Prr 0od qual tles
closi a ter |s etter oteChrrs
flans omer ustrate this. Let us ex
rnrne om?nsc Per 6a8d see ho 1
Be Ie%:ts Paul’ Posrt ve attitude towar
rothers and sisters.



Warm Appreciation
13Pa | wrchte his Iet er to the g?omaéts

rinth, about the year

urrn 1S thrrd mrssro ar Journe
e ap %entg entrusted the n}scrr
o a rrst* woman n me 0ebe,
a member of the near ; enc reae con-
gregation, who was traveling to Rome,
Read verses
he rec?mmen S her to the botn
F{ome N some e
enﬂed man

a)é or other, S
tians, | Pclur
erhaps d? err traves Via the busP/
ea ort 0 Bein m -
nner ther humans
ess ha er

dou ea nesses. But rat
er than warnf]% e Roman congrega
fion against Phoebe’s shortco migs Paul
mstru t6d vt'%emwé‘? W%f the hoﬁ Ignes
hat a ta Ing, gosrtrve >attrtude y
YFrom verse 3 to verse 15, Paul send
8reetrn s to gverz Christians mentjone
(m an others mentione
individually or co ec Ve

I’SGS

ousens the 0ro ection

erly a
Wil Prnt“ahm i
e themselves to dangers for au
e qgreeted these fellow workers wit
b
gons How Aqu aban Prrsgrtlla Pq gve
een encouraged by these heartrelt greet-

ame a devoted Chrrfstra]n“grps

Paul be
a"arena] mraeyjrar\ﬁrote letter to
Romgns hern Eeen usedlsby é?trrst
How (i ({i Patrl express his appreciation for
a rtgrn iings did Paul say about Prisca

Ftchv 3|d Paul sho Q eneros and
when greeting Andro

i
o

Cus and%unras

)Notrce

as a rominent a ostle to the natrons for
ears, %Aﬁ nmans]tq ]]
et, notice his enerosrty and humili
ay ( ead verse 7.) gtee ted A ndronlCH
nd' Junias as “men OF note amor(}g
ostles, [sent ones| % ltte
h %/ ad een servrg rist longer t an
o frace ofp tty jea ousy there!
dnrv little_ or“noth mg of _such
eary hrrst ans as Epaenetus, mphaus
¥ﬁ (Read verses 5, t
sr ew%y bail reetedall” three
? ? £ C ecertar th tthgy Wwere
§e|v men. T s en eare tem

a
ePeiovegu'lt F\ % c[
Z [a R?us referré em re
é)ectrve S rg)rove oern Christ,”

hecosenrﬁ

he L Or (Read

verses 10, 13 ine com erents to

BYJ ?se two C rrstrangI A

aul’s ranknes? we ?an sure that the

Were not mere rorma ltrY mpare %
rinthians  10:18.) Inciden W f

not orget to qreet the mote of Ryfus.

brin sushoPau 54 recratr N

forhrs |sters In additi ntoR us "moth-

rar Pau mentrone ess th ns J( other
hrr omen have are gseen
eofP oeb a

Eut notl CX WI'[?POH] twarm BO'[ el "

ction he reeted ary, Tryphaena, yrr
Ban ee? ?tat hsrlsS h?fﬁdvrihteaﬁt 1t§ theég

trﬁrrr LM S
"

rlow urp
in |t| to see Paul’s he rtfe e
cratron |s orothers an srster

spite of therr imperfections!
B

[‘1% Xad pes 0
ll}nﬁy‘ ocr] IC Ot er

aul exp regs deep apprecratron for
IS sist ers
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of Our%rot]h rsLOn}fotrves

]8Wh not imitate Paul and try to find
ethr nice to sa %out everybrotner

int eco regatr or Some,

ouwr ?Lave 0 rob ata For of ers

tma eall ttesear yng
rl(som% mrn? er

em f ou wil sure

ﬁco er ova le qua Ities In”them, an

nows, the et t0 appreciaté
you moret d Xtﬂlefta% P

ther

IS¢ they. wo ave dedicatéd
Ylv]vest n/rm Knd that 1S 1t that gn[gtefclls

em from %o bhac mt hew
Ewr %rtse] Xﬂ%rni% aey trst
ova te0

elr gve
Ingdom Und ISt, E alt ew é
various ways, h

S e

ut't el}/ tn
ara fight to remal art
gert) vahploves% for t%rs Qrover
ccep S t em as vant]s
sprte of t elr au ts ana ar Ings. This

@ rlow c%n We endeat/or to imitate Paul, but

motrve aﬂg Tgwwedoe(s)tﬁ %R/a%t ur ubsroah 5
exa m

Points for Review

O What is the distinctive sign of
true Christianity?

O Why are both love and brotherly
affection necessary?

O How can we love one another
“intensely,” or “outstretchedly”?

O In Romans chapter 16, how did
Paul show appreciation for his
brothers and sisters?

O Why should we not be suspicious
of our brothers’ motives?
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b he case, who are we to refuse t
gn 5 é 8ur tsn\rqler atfectronsg
ormansrt

he only ones of homP ul warns éls
0] esusr lous are * osewtr))

visions occasrons or stumbling,” and
tnosew act “contr he te chrng

lﬁeat you ave Iearne?]ry tgautl tel

cause di

el% 0&5 8S 0 ones an avol

T s el

8 gv Hwecanre on the elders
certain o s need {0

avora:?{%ttjterwrs We sa?u d consrdrer aﬁ
ur rothes aS er Servin o un-
P{BO%H'C& brogher Yt!te

entron WE
earearn {0 love them |ntense rom

tan his dmons and his. entire
sgatem o hrn S re a arnst u)s
e 1@
tv% C% ters attrmeﬁ
rFeg our rothersm r
ourse VES In nee
neshwe onot part |cu aPr -
ate tt E ew 0nes. ma\ Ire
nee ot our help. Now s the tfme to%rvrde
ﬁpgl h|Qrc&rease our appreciation fo

% ppreciation for our brothers in-
cu €s, o cour?ger%roloer respect

8r the
re ation e his. regar
emselvess ou efrne examg
ra

VY]In %@ore lat on
r gn‘[pot ers ?] or thely er
owede tsape tesubect will
e consr n t oI owing art cIe
20 of Whom drn Iotr(t)er)ou gy té)usthr%r iy
an \grnoﬁk iNe ?Io i ﬂa
rwrse ows uI We consiger

%a I€S_anead 0
t Jes ’c(ljt |sf|[!ﬁnngﬁtrme ?O

n ar e SO W
cﬁ ha be consrdere he next



"keep HoldIN oo it
ﬁ otey Qver 55,0 Ocon re atlon? of
enovan’s |tne3ﬁes there a ine

eNn
That Sort Dear” &t d% ok

aﬂt gp t ers owm that

_ ou h suc ar P state

“Recognize men of that sort.” ‘We re ue you bl’o ave ard
~ 1 CORINTHIANS 16:18. for thos oare Wor mghar amonﬂgg

yver um ‘the Lor

TR i

Inary e(onsu?erahon {n love
were te] ecause of their vior eaceable W|th
reserg/ueC Iy

xpend their strengt
oy ¢ \cAE;\(/)arh an th ”v\t/)ro ehers ongpanot er —1 ?ttessalo lans 51% 3
roper appreciation for all our bro
Olr\éeWI'[h Ocugtnomgfg’ \ﬁell%pme lﬂt ers an% m?t%rs and particularly tor
Lhat SOt tfleat %ecause 0% accou to the 2 T whom do we owe special consiceration, and
AR AL etheett'"hheet%eepsee e

Elders should show proper
appreciation for one another



hardworking elders, |su douhted| an
gortant ltac?or In p ahle ernq within
o onare atlrons nt 1S, as I Ilaes
Christian living, the elders shou
“axamples 10 the lock.” 1Peter5
However, while el ersc 8roger exRec
thers for their

tWo b(e v\)o orec ate
[ eds ud also set the exam-
s owrngy Ue consideration for one

Showrng Honor to One Another
rot ers a
ecé
e 3 8 L0

4The a stIe Paul set i frne example. in
this re a rece g
rtrcle ked ort
SISters. An not on
ne urae hns 1ans to
ardwo ? lﬁ
P ? tron or these
viously held men ofghza% sort a —Com
% 13h oprans42 51 29: Colossians 4:
50’ hIS Ietter t0 Chn?tranﬁ In Rome,

wrote: “In brotherly Tove have tender
afafectron For onﬁ anoti P/ ihowrn Pton
er take the ead. Do not

oiter at our usiness. Be aglow with the
thnt e] Por Jehovah.’ # ﬁomans 12
these Wordsa g/Ypree a\l

|n% onor to one another
|ders shoatld be gpartrcularl careful
Itran alit stothe supreme deqree,
are | [pr ect. Some excel In ce a|r+
the I
Bvr Wrrt]tftlr\trosrhkmhvS 0 éré ?&W at e
0 hIS
avr dornr% anotwh)ﬁ

or to one anot

]I ristian eld rs

X ans s‘{oufot'a1 tahet

to make disparaging rem ut
gllow overseers pNo nege dperhe ﬁ(h
quatjtres but'they are weaker In others

ns ans [

A
fg wcan ersh &t N é)

10ence In eenttr 00y Or el0e
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ders_hav er brotherly love and te

Fr apectreoﬁ (%8 ne anotﬁer tﬁe n||
R oint up their fel ow ed s’
the odyo elders as’a who

8I

inth ettvtohtetttuoh%stt?m tt?\t%t%‘heté
o o fonor o1 anqir ﬁ&ex il
i he congregatromconf ce |n

Working Together as a Body
7Aftﬁr speak of the ﬂrfts In_men”
ek G ace 9 ttf'e Congegaton, o)
the B otheri and for mrnrsterrarwori the
wrote: “Let u o¥stve row

apostle

In al rwsrnto hrmw

rst,” (Epfesians 4:7-15) Reco nrzrng

at Christ |st eactve Heado t econ
gratlon ang at e ders must subr}]

| Ight_han ority, saunl

s.ae i BOdt taat.hh

e solr)nT ecY free | ”?tcnté?”r
a:r“f&] fe{tfhfﬂ g ] B ey g

and |scree£save —
thew 24:45-4(: Acts 152 28: 164
ill reco%ntze that Chnst Hy

8Eld er?
means o the  holy p|r|t C

Ir
mrlonqu% thneyBllt?I%r Or?ntcre!(e n egg itoerosot%
Egrt a |tuat|o g oraPt

ean n]
ecisior. ﬁ ee er as
& mono ott sp |tW|t |nth
de onor to anot

sw on
ahre %”Pl |sten|n fo any of t errnum

”ﬁ ron e su ect un er
discussio ﬁ grnc Ie nrnstruc
tron romt eGov rnin

hat ll heI |ders to ork)together in

d%rs reme er and how
W| heys ow onor 0 0ne ano



kn ss and hu-

lan overseer ma
INCEre VIEWS on a
e sees fhat his fe
rs hav fS tura a d theocr

differi ewr on
eI a5 a esser ang’

rmsel [eason

3i°e1e il ollon

e frr t- centu

hrrstt roug
e to ™a unanimous” accord.

orntment of a
ation 10 a

eword eI
salem Bible.)
arrangement th

to Acco lish

ome 6 ers

ua}h%t an 'ﬂ

alrrsrnw chsom m
spea mg asaw

anot er w erea ot ers of

What s |r|tuaI

nr;try exp i e

ages of ﬂam? a

within itse|f all the fine j)ualrtres that. ah

e e e

ﬂTh“Mu gé |§se%%z|§ﬁr(ﬁr:2”§c“ tural
rrrh;hhhh L
i

Pﬁns Irt, they can mag
t

S
wouhli of Hav ?/ een a “YF
%\/ een consulted individu
hente ers athert et er t
van us quall tre 10 uce
resy ts tha re rst tr 0
matters om are afthew
Chri deatwrt bodres of
as suc |s n |cate glt e Messag
se\r}g noco e esever(r) star 5 W
atron ?{ (ﬂ ﬁlhe rhrst of t ose%
Eaes was,_Sent. to he c N regfa lon, |n
esus Via rts an ody ot anoint-
overs er Ot}/e IS earh(er the
stIe ad th og Iesn]
mp esus trave to Miletus. for a specia
eetrn with hi

ntion o themeserﬁrrgenaea ?betpo
e¥d tlh con ?atro —ﬁctsa 19
resoE erss? pa&/ articular
attentro fo keeping a fine, sr[;ve srgrnt
ol ol
[- ﬁi?é %0 cPes ;ts acrtarrn spYrr

|KEWISE ers anr? entire’ con-

ﬂre%hh" Bh%ﬂﬁ%‘ém 3 RS 295
ryhh e

h od1es fe ers as such,
h eI ers a en lon toéhe sgrrd

I e%gll’ 80 ve re a'r ons |p th ot?rlerert?o €S
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Ihrlemon 25) It sometimes haﬁgens tpat
ehders who Tespect one nf
terrownconrearnsov}ra o
accord with another odev elders.

cIties where ever cong ndatrons megt rn
Jn ame |%ad[e metimes
eve tvve odies 0 ers Qver
%eet gn errrtory daries,

IﬂSt atr ns %Z SO ortn.

nesesS il ””C'é)nﬁ reasonabjeréss that
§overnt eeltders within epggt eedsl Ehe%gd

ationsh|
Ee[ ( ﬁrshrn & talg 2déaefe for ur%)rlrjﬂdrng ’

orrnthr

d?r rRe ect for
rave Ing verseers

YAnother Bible- based arrangement tha
srno eraWna ong.h con atrdnso
e oV n Jtnesses |st elr vrsre
regédarvb% Itinerant elders vcrg

IStrICt Over eer ACts
e Qutst aﬁ der men wh
[srehnane 0. less anter
f %elv shoul e reckone d(

0 espec ey hose W Or Show love and respect
ac

_ for traveling overseers
y spea ng and faching- Verse 6) T!ae aggfﬂe added: “We, thereq
BIn his_third Aette[) the ap stle oh ore are un er %tron {0 receiye suc

crrtrprzed Di tre & Decaise Pe 1o use sons o m% €0 3
[ec ers with 0l et ow wor r r 'the rut erse

el rPr”rnvnexrh it olil g
Hgvla sWnamVelQn Verse 03 Seers sent ort bg ey Govelrnrn%

(g)parenhl been sgnt orth ag ainog |zehrs reach ﬁ Oqﬂg WS and ﬁg cné
reach the good news and puilay @athonss ﬁrece!)ve sprtag
ﬁ regations hetwnsh Vi ted It ect. These rdthers an therr

i e ghalln e T o i

tnerr wayprn a manner worthy o% fnfing &rln a |xeda J|J v(I]trav| dr)

qg hat oth(er c?aglggory of elders deserves to he 16 rﬁlarlg cer?ga'ﬁy .ﬂ 'Stl%arthro o ﬁ”%w é ¢

cernrngatraveulrng é’d‘% nthee“z%ers,gle John give con- ury evangelrzers and w y 1S this
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ST ¢
F\é tookornst(re e?/a o Sﬁerw
fﬁ grtcen ur vﬁ $B
oved one %Hae rn a workr

whatever' you d nr% e_r

st%nggnehs%% ggho trav{elbernq Olnglf o;< 0

bes ovt‘ﬁ” Fove %%r ereg aran to
TElders, | trth)ﬁar should show

Pro erre ct r eaevr rtr resen
atl es eGovernrn y are
sentto econ regatr n useo therr
|r| ua %ua" es an err experience
3’ ore xtensnr an that

man oca omeo these trav
r?o erseers Jnasy Xoun er In years
n cettarn elers in the ¢ nri gr lons
(e \t/rlsseltt eut that re rne%t eacva eeas%n
Lee the neeo[n trJO Eﬂﬁ)er tE ocal Xlrtgrgl
aste rn recommendi rothera min-
Lserta servant ore der, reme errn]%

% Vtraf gt\(;rsrtlrnnom ergeer shou
gve due cgrbsr e]rat| uments
or ar atter

e argu
ers t

ewr Ing to ste
enefit from his Wéte ex errePce es

t egr §hoBH“IF<)%egnhso£ %g en of that sort

Recocfrnrze Men of That Sort”
BIn hrs Irst Ietter 0 the Corrnthrans
Paul wrote: h t%w rofhers’

}go%kn?rrstPrurts oP %’Sﬁaaﬁ and tt?Erﬁ a}r]r

17Hwh| naregation. elder r
res ec SrOtS?ttr?gteat%SSntS (ers ol prger

IS a recr

rrt : ?Tﬁ%rtrrnne*‘h W

agarnst IS bro ers

st themselves to minister to the ho

ones. May you alsok submrtt n%
selves t0 éersons 0 krn %
EVEIyone ¢ bor J

eratin
F%OICG over the res%tce of tep anas
rtunatys and Achaicus, ecaHse ta{%

n%mmnwnaa
Irgre ore reco nize n¥e P t that ysort
—1 orrnt lan

enerous att tude Paul

har]i9 towarofl tga IE%th IS, some3 rg
were o wr nown, aul Jove

ab rrnrrTr SgrweX twglrﬂreeg{r))r Sergtrnn |st
b s
A>18ttort)r hJo nM drsa BornYeg n]
atE'P arm)ﬁ:orﬁtl?r?e?r ar Mo e c0n-
Bnregsn%rln(?o %ss ans(i gt \stnCerStkrrln;Eﬁgs%nlg%
e Tor r%srnﬁgtesﬁng f t \

Points for Review

O What sort of men did Paul hold
particularly dear, and who deserve
our special consideration today?

O How should elders show that they
honor one another?

O Why can a body of elders
accomplish more than its members
acting individually?

O In what areas will a body of
elders show that they honor another
body of elders?

O What category of overseers
deserves to be held particularly dear,
and how can this proper respect be
shown?
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No pett arborrn of resentment here! nte re wortkand in hel |n therr
v T (GRS LA

QE that kind, a Erge -
inas aremrnr%errnito therrf)ro ers, 1o Ing th e Jo fr %ﬁ' grsns ol o

il
esu e 5 elrareal‘{ctosoarre]r 1;%” the lead ”ortco(r]n ”r]g recratr
|ts O‘t\neemt{a]rt?ag andﬂdrsq %sJ%veaag and respect for t VYter? Lif o ders. F

g Boay, and orrng hard  ders oul tt to cooper te Wrth Rne arltlother
20 aHrrcu aouls hrrﬁtr |n eneral i mas Y Ogeo ’QUC } thfultﬁ" trg%
seer dand dD% |ng meno hlllegranséj%meno at sort dear

In Africa

As told by John Miles

HE scene lS %ame Serv |n/north What a predicament! The elerr)hant ends
western Zimbabw K re ) \a]n his charge an rears up to trample us
a\re dﬂvrn towardte amous VictoriaJust In. e restarts %

e are §0 tourists. We arsswerve into the us s or unately, there

(s e 0 420 0

wgrroamdpng hé\e,eotaere S % a e waxan proc edb?r erent rou
eo ne roa éahueefén 8 nother scene. Thi earer the
Winkow 80 1

ngine and ean, OUf ntajn ki i m
ol {‘ajocture m about (0 Take &nother N)ﬁcata t rs%&n Ok g0, Sputhe

ternaon hnt e g
COSt%Eﬁa s Ita bl\/laseru elsaue1 retur In ome
Qurc ly I st rtt eengrne but it stalls. f%o(trv%e(tevers nSt?diden eare at
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k h
EaiR e R

E“ak;r Wl drjttt”%' sL

bcksawrb%eone unh
me eﬂsog cks awax—hrs fists Tatrcng
arrVY Y ret rereve
eet[e Iri %Olevers
roverns

bus stop.
ach of the above i crdents |asted onlg

a Tew m MENs, (ﬁutt are a OIIIg

Iy un orget table mentories ? rer':’tSt
ears as ISS Onafles (!I IIC%e

een a rewarr?rng

F}ISSIOH&?IES as It o

An American Farmhand
It all egrns ?%% ]arﬂh}R I Y/
Jentsean rﬁ tﬁrmzlan %Wt%'h e}\ A%t
thattrm workdona Val'w
oye as a nou ekeepr wou
alk o me out the
trng atr ress was ere%
tron t eve cc

%Mat/ﬁtueg Cler tau ?rt (at?ouJ ré%l

I show me rom the

soun ereas nable
ran mother ad\})
Je ov

tarte to s I essg
Ea fized rn tg% ifderwehva
ecome. acguar |nv ? ceﬁt
i

e
tomeetrn e Kin dom all.
[t Ho éthe agsqcratron
eo{R there, that 1s, w er[tever
|n woud IIow me tr
aem entroSt rjen hQf(;meetrnagur%o
serro sI r?r? the loca rtnessesgrnwte
meto s are Inhouse-to-nouse preaching.

To do this in my hometown See eol Irke a
supreme test to % ahsse
0. memorahle  t ns ene
1941 In.March, | was haptize
cattiwrtness of Jehovah, d ater I
an t married, Then, In c er 194
we started in the full-time

l0neers In soytheaste orth a

ewl never o rget wha ene t
oI owing year. It wa mrles
rsoryf ovah ItNesses. . nFe
b A L
i "

cronn’ embl %ﬂ)er een,

S
and the des(r)re 90 attend erleaéj anrJB

ﬁ%gtresmrssronarres Was aroused In our

Working Toward the .Goal of
lI\Il sronar Servrce

Nine ears eto eﬁs before we at-
fa ned urin fime, we had
ot er fr erX ) servrce sweI as
some fa oneerrng ora e
anda n ort asarlrrela lie

ronee tergtorg/ ég i

1S waT
rncIudeoP the w

(ﬁ ov |t}/
r territ o e o
e unt e there was on
active rtne S. nt th ee en
rn t e es hsh

%]ears there and shar
“e?wtch’é?re% ith a problem that
goen) ourﬁ eso%econt) ng Issjon-

aries, OUr resou FS were ﬁ Ror
na e (fnt and lack of fait that Jeho

ulg provi ecaused us o%
neer Was our ention

el |

(e] ro eeH % again. This time we were
etermined Not™to repeat our previous
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mistakes. Our e, ssr nment uvaFgeVg}Htan

con re atro
as rn tfo tate Part-ti
o was? icult to find, o we neede to
|¥ eavd on J ova to rovr e our
neeas,—Matthew
ur ter rtor}/ Inclu ed éeveral small
to ns in tne vicinity. One day we ad‘
n8 mrIe retdrn tr%o tovsart ﬁrﬁg&fe

¥u e | messag
clent ga (é“ 1dn't ett IS stop s
our w out of town, We sto pe

OS'[ e, and what Ol}/ tlﬁ}
?OUH ere, wartlr]ng fd’ S was a lefter

0 cqu rn Just. started {0
stu (e h rth the” Witnesses. J
contain acec or enough mone tor
ourta an more. “We “were 'ﬁr
make this atr n to (\ﬁt e
rote, hﬁ rt:e )Aou Z\eee
wearg Fa anaga ow rrg
ErO“tﬁEu rieérscsesolg e tshuesseghl hlrsghteu%;tlg
thﬂrgs tmy&telrr i 5 go eaaried io
e Bl D s
H tother rro Temls 1 )
o IS o he e
%e o% etermination to ee on RIO
neeri eBut thebmat erto Je ov
ra eran went to bed X 0'clock t
Ee morning, terﬁ Was zmock on ur
oor! Itwa a brother an ﬁwrtevﬁt
urn romatrr t relatives ad
rﬁecrdfe 0 pay Us estrrr P
re put on tﬁ ’}st Ieg e coa
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Principles are basic truths or
fundamental laws from which other
truths or laws can be derived.
Following are some examples:

\3“You must love Jehovah your God
with your whole heart and with your
wholg soul and with your whole
mind."—Matthew 22:37.

U “All things, therefore, that you want
men to do 0 you, you also must
likewise do to them.”—Matthew 7:12.

I “Friendship with the world is
enmity with God."—James 4:4,

o« Whetheryou are eating or
drinking or doing anything else, do all
things for God’s glory.’
—1*Corinthians 10:31.
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Questions From Readers

1 Since Daniel had said that he would not accept gifts from King
Belshazzar for interpreting the handwriting on the wall, why was he
found wearing the clothing and necklace afterward?

Just before the Medes and the
Persians overthrew Babylon, King
Belshazzar and his court were in
the midst of a feast. During the
feast, he took the vessels that
were from Jehovah’'s temple and
used these for drinking wine,
praising the Babylonian gods.
But the party was abruptly inter-
rupted when a superhuman hand
wrote strange things on the wall.
— Daniel 5:1-5.

The wise men and astrologers
of Babylon were unable to in-
terpret the writing, even though
Belshazzar promised to give a
gold necklace and governmental
prominence to anyone who could
read and explain the strange
handwriting. — Daniel 5:7-9.

When the Hebrew named Dan-
iel was finally brought in, the king
repeated his offer—to clothe
Daniel with purple, to put a gold
necklace on him, and to make

him the third ruler in the king-
dom. The prophet honorably re-
plied: “Let your gifts prove to be
to you yourself, and your pres-
ents do you give to others. How-
ever, | shall read the writing itself
to the king, and the interpreta-
tion | shall make known to him.”
— Daniel 5:17.

So Daniel did not need to be
bribed or paid to provide the in-
terpretation. The king could keep
his gifts or bestow them on
someone else. Daniel would pro-
vide the explanation, not for a
reward, but because he was em-
powered to do so by Jehovah,
the true God, whose judgment on
Babylon was impending.

As we read at Daniel 5:29, after
Daniel had read and interpreted
the words as he said he would,
the king ordered that the rewards
be given to Daniel anyway. Daniel
himself did not put on the cloth-

ing and the necklace. They were
put on him by order of the abso-
lute ruler, King Belshazzar. But
this does not conflict with Daniel
5:17, where the prophet made it
clear that his motive was not a
selfish one.

Jesus later said that “he that
receives a prophet because he
is a prophet will get a proph-
et’'s reward.” (Matthew 10:41)
That hardly applied to Belshaz-
zar, since he was not treating
Daniel kindly or respectfully be-
cause he respected this faithful
man as a prophet of the true
God. King Belshazzar was willing
to give the same gifts to anyone
able to solve the mystery of the
handwriting, even some pagan
astrologer. The king got the ap-
propriate reward, the one that
was in line with the prophetic
writing on the wall: “In that very
night Belshazzar the Chaldean
king was killed and Darius the
Mede himself received the king-
dom.”— Daniel 5:30, 31.

A Look at Greece

The earliest known inhabitants of Greece were called lonians. It is believed that this name came

from their ancestor Javan (Hebrew, YawanO, a son of Japheth and therefore a grandson of Noah.
(Genesis 10:1, 2) In the Christian Greek Scriptures of the Bible, Greece is called Hellas'. Itis a
rug%;ed and rocky land, with some heavily wooded mountains. Long ago the Greeks became skilled
seafarers.

The ancient Greeks had many gods, described as having human form and great beauty. These
gods supposedly ate, drank, and slept; and though they were considered holy and immortal, they
also seduced and raped and were capable of deceit and crime. Such myths may actually be
distorted memories of the time before the Flood when angelic sons of God rebelliously came to
earth, cohabited with women, produced powerful offspring called Nephilim, and filled the earth
with violence.— Genesis 6:1-8, 13.

In the fourth century B.C.E., Philip of Macedon, father of Alexander the Great, set about unifying
the formerly independent Greek city-states, bringing them under Macedonian control. In the
second century B.C.E., Greece became a Roman province, and Grecian culture spread to Rome.

The widespread use of koine' Greek contributed to the rapid expansion of the Christian good
news throughout the Mediterranean area.

The apostle Paul visited Macedonia and Greece during his second and third missionary tours.
He formed Christian congregations in Philippi, Thessalonica, Corinth, and Beroea. Silas, Timothy,
Titus, and other early Christians also taught here. Today, Greece has more than 320 congrega-
tions of Jehovah's Witnesses and upwards of 23,000 proclaimers of God's Kingdom.
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Kingdom Proclaimers Report

The Good News Prospers in Cyprus
Despite Opposition

THE apostle Paul preached
the good news of the Kingdom
in Cyprus. (Acts 13:4-12) That
was in 47-48 C.E. Today, the
good news is being preached
in this beautiful island by 1,154
Jehovah’s Witnesses, and in
April of this year, 2,570 attend-
ed the Memorial service, which
shows that there are many
honesthearted and God-fearing
persons in the island. But while
many of the people welcome
the peaceful Bible message
presented by Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, the Greek Orthodox
clergy, just like the Jewish cler-
gy in Jesus’' day, oppose the
work. (John 15:20) The Cyprus
branch office writes: “As nev-
er before, the Greek Orthodox
Church is showing its determi-
nation to disturb our preaching
activity.” Then the report de-
scribes how the clergy harass
the brothers in their house-to-
house ministry and try to pro-
voke them so as to get them
involved in an argument. They

then accuse them of causing a
disturbance, but the brothers
refuse to be provoked and walk
away.

Indeed, the clergy opposition
often backfires, as the follow-
ing experience shows: “A few
months ago, a woman started
studying the Bible with Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, and recently
her husband joined in. Then a
theologian visited this couple,
hoping to convince them to give
up their Bible study. The theolo-
gian tried to explain the Trinity
to them. After a while the hus-
band interrupted and said: ‘I
don’'t understand how Jesus,
now in heaven in a physical
body, as you claim, could at the
same time be one with God who
is in spirit form.” The theolo-
gian’s reply was: ‘Well, you don't
have to understand everything.’
The interested person said: ‘But
| understand that Jesus is the
Son of God and not God himself.
| don't want to hear any more

about the Trinity.” At this the
theologian stood up and angri-
ly said: “You are too advanced
with your Bible study. You can't
change.”

Now the wife is attending all
the meetings and was baptized
at the “Trust in Jehovah” Dis-
trict Convention. The husband
continues his study and is at-
tending some meetings.

“Thus, despite their efforts,
the clergy are not achieving
their goal,” states the report
from the Cyprus branch office.
“Rather, what we observe is
that more interested persons
are now attending meetings
than before. At the same time,
the brothers are more deter-
mined to bring the good news
to honesthearted ones.” Jeho-
vah is backing his loyal ones as
he promised he would at Jere-
miah 1:19: “They will be certain
to fight against you, but they will
not prevail against you, for ‘l am
with you,’ is the utterance of Je-
hovah, ‘to deliver you.”’



Listen to the Bible Read

Receive cassettes of the Bible in handy albums
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