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The Question of Inheritance

E people evidently know that Je-
sus has been dining at the Phari-
see’s house. So they gather outside

A man from the crowd speaks up.
“Teacher,” he petitions, “tell my brother to
divide the inheritance with me.” The Law

by the thousands and are waiting wheof Moses stipulates that the firstborn son
Jesus comes out. Unlike the Phariseds to receive two parts of the inheritance,

who oppose Jesus and try to catch him
in saying something wrong, the people
eagerly listen to him with appreciation.

Turning first to his disciples, Jesus says:
“Watch out for the leaven of the Pharisees,
which is hypocrisy.” As demonstrated dur-
ing the meal, the whole religious system of
the Pharisees is filled with hypocrisy. But
even though the wickedness of the Phari-
sees may be concealed by a show of pi-
ety, eventually it will be exposed. “There is
nothing carefully concealed,” Jesus says,
“that will not be revealed, and secret that
will not become known.”

Jesus goes on to repeat the en-
couragement that he had given to
the 12 when he sent them forth
on a preaching tour of Galilee.
He says:“Do not fear those
who Kkill the body and after
this are not able to do
anything more.” Since God
does not forget even a
single sparrow, Jesus as-
sures his followers that
God will not forget them.
He states: “When they
bring you in before public
assemblies and govern-
ment officials and author-
ities, ... the holy spirit
will teach you in that
very hour the things
you ought to say.”

so there should be no reason for a dis-
pute. But the man apparently wants more
than his legal share of the inheritance.
Jesus properly refuses to get involved.
“Man, who appointed me judge or appor-
tioner over you persons?” he asks. He
then gives this vital admonition to the
crowd: “Keep your eyes open and guard
against every sort of covetousness, be-
cause even when a person
has an abundance his life



Jesus’ wvinistry

does not result from the things he pos-
sesses.” Yes, no matter how much a man
may come to have, normally he will die
and leave it all behind. To emphasize this
fact, as well as to show the folly of failing
to build up a good reputation with God,
Jesus uses an illustration. He explains:
“The land of a certain rich man pro-
duced well. Consequently he began rea-
soning within himself, saying, ‘What shall
| do, now that | have nowhere to gather
my crops?’ So he said, ‘I will do this: | will
tear down my storehouses and build big-
ger ones, and there | will gather all my
grain and all my good things; and | will say
to my soul: “Soul, you have many good
things laid up for many years; take your
ease, eat, drink, enjoy yourself.” But God
said to him, ‘Unreasonable one, this night
they are demanding your soul from you.
Who, then, is to have the things you
stored up?”’
In conclusion, Jesus observes: “So it
goes with the man that lays up trea-
sure for himself but is not rich toward
God.” While the disciples may not
be ensnared by the folly of piling
up wealth, they could easily be
distracted from serving Jeho-
vah whole-souled by the daily
cares of life. So Jesus uses

the occasion to repeat the fine counsel he
had given about a year and a half earlier
in the Sermon on the Mount. Turning to
his disciples, he says:

“On this account | say to you, Quit being
anxious about your souls as to what you
will eat or about your bodies as to what
you will wear. . Mark well that the
ravens neither sow seed nor reap, and
they have neither barn nor storehouse,
and yet God feeds them. Mark
well how the lilies grow; they neither toil
nor spin; but I tell you, Not even Solomon
in all his glory was arrayed as one of
these. . ..

“So quit seeking what you might eat
and what you might drink, and quit being
in anxious suspense; for all these are the
things the nations of the world are eagerly
pursuing, but your Father knows you need
these things. Nevertheless, seek continu-
ally his kingdom, and these things will be
added to you.”

Especially during times of economic
hardship do Jesus’ words bear close
consideration. The person who becomes
overanxious about his material needs and
begins to slack off in spiritual pursuits
is, in fact, demonstrating a lack of faith
in God'’s ability to provide for His servants.
Luke 12:1-31; Deuteronomy 21:17.

+ Why, perhaps, does the man ask about inher-
itance, and what admonition does Jesus give?

+ What illustration does Jesus use, and what is
its point?
+ What counsel does Jesus repeat, and why is



LISTEN

Jehovah's Watchman

“A watchman is what | have made you to the house of Israel, . .. and you
must warn them from me."—ezekiel 3:17.
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5. What does the celestial chariot represent, and
should this view of it affect Jehovah’s peo-

d{a ) What appointment did Ezekiel receive,
and Now did he view service to God? (b) Among
people of what kind was Ezekiel to rophes¥
ﬁf what benefit is it to know how God dealt with

im?

1. Ezekiel’s commission entailed what responsi-

bility?
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Who serve as Jehovah’s watchman today,
and who are associated with them?
9, How did Ezekiel set an exam Ie for us?
(b ) atdrd Ezekiel do to deprct the adyonran
sr(g;eo Jerusalem, and what was denoted by the
390 days and the 40 days?
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t God sustained him?
a) What actions are mentioned at Ezekiel
5:1- and what was their significance? &b) The
fact 'that God fulfilled Ezekrels enactments
should have what effect on us?
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would do what?
ecy, what is anti
happen to her?
13. 'What was “the rod” in Jehovahs hand, and
What was to result from its use?

What was bribery unable to do for Jerusa-

Iéem and what does that indicate for Christen-
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15. What did Ezekiel behold in Jerusalem and
what effect should this have on us?

16, Ezekiel’s vrsron indicates what about the
effects of apostasy?
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FrerY Destruction Ahead!
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19. What does the modern- day ‘man in linen’
scatter throughout Christendom?

Do You Recall?

O Why listen when Jehovah’s
“watchman” speaks?

O What was represented by God’s
celestial chariot?

O Who serve as Jehovah's
“watchman” today?

O What apostate acts did Ezekiel
see in Jerusalem, and how should
this vision affect us?

O Who is the modern-day ‘man in
linen,” and what is the “mark” he puts
on foreheads?
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JEHOVAH

Unsheathes His Sword!

“All those of flesh will have to know that | myself, Jehovah, have brought
forth my sword from its sheath.”—ezekiel 21:5.
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15. What incident involving Nebuchadnezzar
shows that nobody can turnJehovah’s “sword”

aside?
16. g}W thappened in fulfillment of Ezekiel
2122

7?7 (b) When did the Gentile Times begin,
and with what event did they end?
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17. What “lig” was belngproclalmed by Ammon-
Ite prophets?

18. "For what sins did Ezekiel denounce Jerusa-
lem, and how should we react to this?
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19 In what way would the people of Judah be
Itgd and why was their extermination war-

Upon what symbolic women was God’s anger
to be poured out, and what details can you
growde regarding their identity?

1. In what did holah seek sécurity, providing
what warning for us?
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Like Oholah and Oholibah, what is Christen-
dom doing, but what will happen to her?
23. How ‘was Jerusalem represented in God’s
message to Ezekiel in [ate December of
609 B.C.E., and what would happen to her?

ﬁ in to her wicked dealin @S and she
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scends upon her, how will Christendom react,
and what will she come to know?

How Would You Respond?

O What happened when Jehovah
wielded his “sword” against Judah
and lIsrael?

O How should we be affected by
Zedekiah’s breaking of his oath to
Nebuchadnezzar?

O What does God’s “sword” signify?

O What incident involving
Nebuchadnezzar shows that nobody
can turn Jehovah’s “sword” aside?

O What happened in fulfilment of
Ezekiel 21:25-277

O What was foreshadowed by
Ezekiel's not displaying grief when
his wife died?
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"They Will Have to Know
That | Am JEHOVAH"

“I shall no more let my holy name be profaned; and the nations will have to
know that | am Jehovah.”"—ezekiel 39:7.
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The Watchman’s Duty
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4. What was in store for Pharaoh and Eqypt?
5. (a) Only under what circumstances does G
approve of'a spiritual watchman? %b) What doe
It mean to ‘walk in the very statutes of I|fe ?
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What Would You Say?

O Only under what circumstances
does Jehovah approve of a spiritual
watchman?

O How does Jehovah treat his
sheep, and how should Christian
shepherds deal with them?

O How was the revitalizing of the
Jewish nation illustrated? (Ezekiel
37:1-14) What is the modern parallel
of this?

O Who is Gog of Magog, and what
will happen when he attacks
Jehovah’s Witnesses?

O What is symbolized by the water
flowing from the visionary temple?
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YOUNG child can remember more than you think. In a letter of thanks for the cassette
A tapes for My Book of Bible Stories, a mother from Florida (U.S.A.) writes about her

five-year-old son:
"If you ask him just by number, he knows what the story is about. He doesn't read yet but
has memorized the stories and can say them by heart. People have told me their kids won't
?0 to sleep without a blanket or toys. Mine can't go to sleep without his tape player on. He

istens to the stories all the time. He falls asleep every night listening to them. Here is a picture
of him while listening to them."



