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eopt the nations s e Jol herrs

ul
taﬂg owmemeso(hdb gragnd |on

Emlllgt gSS ) tr ep?tr({m% 00d news.’
IEphesrans 3% (E 80 ssransg
16, 17. What did “the sacred secret of the
Christ™ involve?

Do You Remember?

O What enigmas in relation to
Genesis 3:15 needed to be
explained?

O What evidence of rebellion in the
heavens is there in the Hebrew
Scriptures?

O What two truths help us to
understand why Satan is seldom
mentioned in the Hebrew
Scriptures?

O What does “the sacred secret of
the Christ” have to do with the
revealing of Satan and his role?

12 THE WATCHTOWER-SEPTEMBER 1, 1988

a ost |r|t’
|Owas at se%re E?ard/e

BPaul was im r ssed t he Q[f all pe

le sh uId e u e are
wsaoutt u ma errchsote
rrs and shou maemen see

acre seor s dmrnrst red th has
éo(m er Q?'(l) en |n

wo te tn

o he 0SS ns esacre se ret
that was en om the as SyStem
trnds the astﬂ erations. u
now as e es t0 his ho
nes, ggrc he secre re ardr
the “see frnaIn}/ revealed, | wou
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Jesus Exposes the Adversar

Ear 1hrs ministr Aesusrun
e ecteg mpter wr

an or'it |swrrtte tIs eho
our od you mus worsr and 1t 1

ne ou %S d)er a(;{ ser
vrce eren
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10US ne 1es who admurderous mtent
ard enou crn th er
exPosrn rm ast ow\e rn
ser aurnﬂ ou arﬁ rom
Y raher e d uwrs to do
hedsrreso her tone as a

ﬁa’he tr h”?st
Speaks

man erw

stan St I X\F

pea ccor 15" QWi OSI n
%CﬁtU_S Al € Iéjl lar and % rh?l'[ ﬂT

18. (a) How does Paul show that time was need-
d to reveal the meaning of “the sacred secret™
b) How would this revealing affect the under-
r g about “the original serpent™?

w did Jesus expose the Adversary?



atan In liar,” a m err asan erer an

é e NEayens! EVe bceh at one
AR ]Susagarns ?&OVhWhglg I v%rsary ot Codl—roveros B2 4L
sl
Wit Wk e

éaag%attﬁt%h'”gfht

D Haw ¢ é e§tﬁ be soI %rre( in his enter rrght am t em.” (Job L6; 21&
enuncratPno atan? How could nr\]/ es, esus Im tot core an
Im sowsk ecauserrE ha] exrst was eady {0 ex se hrm for w at ne wa

8 10 what urt er ‘extent IS SSatan
expose

%’[I‘ cr%ﬁaq

deh tuﬁes F AN hg\?v carh”\?vtelap 2k B 2 Cra
c%ttts h)r Sensons Fﬁr\e/atrr]use aven S emesaH marntarnour&hrrstran mtegy
ere an even Satan procee ed to  rity?—Ephesians 6:11, kingdom interlin-

ear.
20. What basis did Jesus have for exposing Sa-
tan? 21, What uestrons remaingto be answered?

SSa dl’S lM&C rqa IQ)SI;[S

“Put on the complete suit of armor from God that you may be able to
stand firm against the machinations [Greek, “crafty acts”] of the Devil.”
— EPHESIANS 6:11.

OESSaan Ily exist? S | 2 . Obviously, Jesus, a perfect man, did
D rue at r%at eeérfﬁ %n ?a%ep - t in ynlle_ll:e gse erouneJ ﬁerewsI

?\ny to the evi wrthrn man. The 1 % Was con onte e same
hsy IS exrstenﬁe as reaure ut wh e asthe OWer ehrnd f) ﬁt
do the ? turﬁs te ospe ac- Eden, % rmer angde dp rother
atthew .an L that ge% ore P NQW Was

thwart the fu nt of enesrs

Eurr]st% esus was directly tempted three
Slmeecser?yhrma aunsrhf%g%ctrﬁg@ebm\&h esa“é of1 t?te §Stgrrtn}r$rantgget(? Wrse thehigte %

eSUS. answer h r %\/h re ecte t‘ge €
ures eause aan came [0 nim mg% étWElS T n 0the EVI

(AJO

D VTY g 0Se . Ver rr ture In_or hav conclu T emptatron [e-
é] atRa |mosrnea dSe%I(faS atthew Irrﬁegg,ge ?]rm %Qals tn i C‘%Prvee?tS”t
Lu epz{ nﬁ hrmself atan, tlrustrated Ioelf ﬁrm and,

1 What evidence that Satan exists is provided 2. How do we know that Jesus did not imagine
by the temptations of Jesus? his encounters with Satan?
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BokI jgelslﬁcv nge 4arltg bl\/Paa t0 mmrfter t0
Fg casongDly, One hrstorran comments:

xistence and.central impor
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ﬁﬁrt 50 J zic %_s(to Jeho ahq %eav
court.. (Job OWEVer,

atan e er
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meanrn dver ary H)]
g mra ns ter aBau?s“g{rpressronzgthla HOW
:Ph) ?t?mse? ifeens rﬁngforhnrnq hrmseq[
ttttt’ Fn ange | T 0 atuQ
S Prharahgfg g
hrs otrvn dar neses e[)ecfame&‘thegr Eelrn E)

*Satan— The Early Christian Tradition, by Jef-
frey Burton Russell, Ea/age 25,

4Satﬁ

3. What does one historian say about the srgnrf-
|cance of the existence of the Devil to Christian-

étyHow did a perfect spirit creature become Sa-
an?
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o, e e
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day tan’s w e IS It
whet er people recognize It

*An Exposrtory Dictionary of New Testa-
ment Words.

ru er an

5. How clearly is Satan identified in the Chris-
tian Greek Scriptures?

What is the meaning of the word “Devil™?
1 Why can Satan concentrate his efforts on
Jehovah’s people?



[ not John 12 ;2. orrnthrans44)
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over ears one has, become
rren Iess or to réalize that one has done

8. With what advantage may Satan be working
against us?

9" What may be the unhappy result if we fail to
analyze ourselves and change?

One way to resist Satan’s influence is to
be outgoing, helpful, loving

ittle 0 nthrn ake ther people
‘1 |?Pét&/\r/og] euysr ata”ﬂ?n g%apts
IShness ave o

ture eessence of the t dn
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10 Whatquestrons mrghtwe ask ourselves, and
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e
Imotfly 36, 7 ?—Ie rews 12: operas ortray at ractrve
ég irity- ecert] P?rvg allow that tﬁrn *to a ect
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Fn{ oub 31?8 str&}en ru%ﬁ §8¥nofnn§ control whom you allow into Your home
responosrrbarlr%rees {Hat heqrut?YentarIs g

&)HOW have some been emboldened by Sa-
tan7 ) How does Satan trap many into im-

oralit
i, By what subtle means might Satan try to 13 (t))yHow could television shape our think-
undermrne our spirituality? ing? (b) How can we resist such influence?
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14. What twofold resolve is needed in order to
resist Satan, and what does this require?

Why is_“the complete suit of armor from
God” essential? 1llustrate.

To repel Satan's missiles, we cannot omit
any part of our spiritual armor

ntresurto armor except the shrel
il o

(fOﬂS'[ reaeliy need t% lgnﬁn INE tTde SFU%f

|onwah0l?tm§r% ?nJa;nerrteanrnsegf r?efen%
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dW erndse qﬁgr%wrorus%d %t]e ; alsrIt arsaa %E
ﬁrﬁornar taat atan p } i g | da%arn
?gerea %l ? ehSaHu eeverq
b

not neqlect our person g vﬁr
study. But pree |nenty this swd/

16, (a) How must we follow Jesus’ example in
using our “sword™? (b) How may we keep up our
guard against Satan’s “burning missiles,” and
with what result?
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17, 18 Against whom is our fight, and how can
we win?
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19. (a ) What further essentral r vision mus
we usé in order to resist Satan? (bh) What erI

eventually happen to Satan?

Can You Answer?

O How do we know that Satan is a
real person?

O Why are Satan’s other names and
titles fitting?

O What self-analysis might help us
to resist Satan’s subtle attacks?

0O What counsel will hel
coming Satan, and why*

in over-
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In a neat and simply furnished room in Cardiff, Wales, the Congregation Book

Study has just concluded. The study conductor thanks the two
Maud Clark and Mary Grant, now in their 90’s, for their
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In Our Next Issue

m Do All Good People
Go to Heaven?

m Listen— Jehovah’s Watchman
Speaks!

m Christians— Firm yet Flexible
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Dining With
a Pharisee

FTER Jesus answers critics who
Aquestion the source of his power

to heal a man who could not talk,
a Pharisee invites him to dinner. Before
they eat, the Pharisees engage in the
ritual of washing their hands up to the
elbow. They do this before and after a
meal and even between courses. Al-
though the tradition does not violate
God’s written law, it goes beyond what
God requires in the matter of ceremoni-
al cleanness.

When Jesus fails to observe the
tradition, his host is surprised. Even
though his surprise may not be ex-
pressed verbally, Jesus detects it and
says: “Now you Pharisees, you cleanse
the outside of the cup and dish, but the
inside of you is full of plunder and wick-
edness. Unreasonable persons! He that
made the outside made also the inside,
did he not?”

Jesus thus exposes the hypocrisy of
the Pharisees who ritualistically wash
their hands but fail to wash their hearts
from wickedness. He counsels: “Give
as gifts of mercy the things that are
inside, and, look! all other things are
clean about you.” Their giving should
be motivated by a loving heart, not by a
desire to impress others with their pre-
tense of righteousness.

“Woe to you Pharisees,” Jesus con-
tinues, “because you give the tenth of
the mint and the rue and of every other
vegetable, but you pass by the justice
and the love of God! These things you
were under obligation to do, but those
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other things not to omit.” God’s Law to
Israel requires the paying of tithes, or
a tenth part, of the produce from the
fields. The mint and the rue are small
plants or herbs used in flavoring food.
The Pharisees carefully pay a tenth of
even these insignificant herbs, but Je-
sus condemns them for ignoring the
more important requirement to show
love, exercise kindness, and be modest.

Condemning them further, Jesus says:
“Woe to you Pharisees, because you love
the front seats in the synagogues and the
greetings in the marketplaces! Woe to
you, because you are as those memorial
tombs which are not in evidence, so that
men walk upon them and do not know it!”
Their uncleanness is not apparent. The
religion of the Pharisees has outward
show but no inner worth! It is based on
hypocrisy.

Listening to such condemnation, a
lawyer, one of those versed in God’s
Law, complains: “Teacher, in saying
these things you also insult us.”

Jesus holds these experts on the Law
responsible too, saying: “Woe also to
you who are versed in the Law, because
you load men with loads hard to be
borne, but you yourselves do not touch
the loads with one of your fingers! Woe
to you, because you build the memorial
tombs of the prophets, but your fore-
fathers killed them!”

The loads Jesus mentions are the
oral traditions, but these lawyers would
not so much as lift one little regulation
to make it easier for the people. Jesus
reveals that they even consent to the
murder of the prophets, and he warns:
“The blood of all the prophets spilled
from the founding of the world [will] be
required from this generation, from the
blood of Abel down to the blood of



Jesus’ ministry

Zechariah, who was slain between the
altar and the house.’ Yes, | tell you, it will
be required from this generation.”

The world of redeemable mankind
had its start with the birth of children to
Adam and Eve; thus, Abel lived at “the
founding of the world.” Following the
vicious murder of Zechariah, a Syrian
force despoiled Judah. But Jesus fore-
tells a worse despoiling of his own gen-
eration because of its greater wicked-
ness. This despoiling occurs about 38
years later, in 70 C.E.

Continuing his condemnation, Jesus
says: “Woe to you who are versed in
the Law, because you took away the
key of knowledge; you yourselves did
not go in, and those going in you hin-
dered!” The experts on the Law are
duty-bound to explain God’s Word to
the people, unlocking its meaning. But

they fail to do this and even take away
from the people the opportunity to un-
derstand.

The Pharisees and the legal experts
are furious at Jesus for exposing them.
When he leaves the house, they begin
to oppose him fiercely and besiege him
with questions. They try to trap him into
saying something for which they can
have him arrested. Luke 11:37-54; Deu-
teronomy 14:22; Micah 6:8; 2 Chroni-
cles 24:20-25.
¢ Why does Jesus condemn the Pharisees and
the experts on the Law?

¢ What loads do the lawyers place on the peo-
ple?
¢ When was “the founding of the world?”



Jehovah Gives Hope Amid Sorrow

EHOVAH is “the God who gives hope,”
J even amid sorrow. (Romans 15:13)

This is a point made clear in the book
of Lamentations, completed by Jehovah's
prophet and witness Jeremiah in 607 B.C.E.
But let us highlight some of the lessons it
contains.

Jerusalem’s Plight

Sin brings nojoy. Look! Sinful Jerusalem,
once Judah’s teeming capital, sits solitary.
Judah herself is like a weeping, widowed
princess because she has been devastated.
Such *“lovers” as Egypt did not save her
from Babylonian conquest in 607 B.C.E.
People no longer stream to Zion for festi-
vals. Her children are captives, and foes
laugh over her collapse. Unclean foreigners
have desecrated the temple, and her people
have had to give valuables for food. All of
this because of sinl—1:1-11.

Jehovah is righteous in punishing
wrongdoers. This is admitted as Jerusalem
herself speaks. She asks if there is any
sorrow like the pain that God has caused
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Lessons From the Scriptures: Lamentations 1:1-5:22

her. He sent fire that desolated the temple.
The city’s sins became a yoke, and blood
flowed like juice as God tread her “wine-
press.” Zion spread out hands in sorrow and
entreaty but found no comforter, and Jeho-
vah was righteous in punishing rebellious
Jerusalem. May he deal as severely with her
exulting enemies.— 1:12-22.
“The Wrath of Jehovah”

Responsible ones bear guilt if they do
not condemn sin. God cast Jerusalem
“from heaven to earth,” allowing her de-
struction and that of his “footstool,” the
temple. (Psalm 132:7) He thus “profaned
the kingdom” of Judah. As a mere booth, the
temple was destroyed by foes whose trium-
phant shouts were like festal cries. Dying
children begged their mothers for food. But
who chiefly bore guilt? False prophets who
made misleading pronouncements instead
of condemning Jerusalem's sin. (Jeremiah
14:13) Prayer is fitting, for so many have
(-J[|e2d2 in this ‘day of Jehovah's wrath’'l—2:



Jehovah’s Mercy Endures
Weshould patiently hope in Jehovah.
Jeremiah makes this point as he speaks
representatively for the afflicted people.
God hampers his prayer, and he has be-
come the theme of his enemies’ derisive
song. His hope, or “expectation from Jeho-
vah,” seems to have perished. But he will
have “a waiting attitude” because “good is
Jehovah to the one hoping in him."—3:1-27.
True repentance brings divine mercy.
Convinced of this, Jeremiah urges: “Do let
us return clear to Jehovah.” As with a cloud
mass of anger, God has blocked approach
in prayer because of the people’s sins. But
Jeremiah prays: “l have called out your
name, O Jehovah. ... Do not hide your ear
to my relief.” Of course, unrepentant foes
will be annihilated.— 3:28-66.

“Bring Us Back”

We can bring destruction upon our-
selves through willful sin. Because of Ju-
dah’s sin, “precious sons of Zion” were
viewed as worthless broken pottery. In the
siege, those slain by the sword were better
off than others dying slowly of hunger. God

had, indeed, “poured out his burning anger.
Polluted prophets and priests were wan-
dering blindly, and King Zedekiah—"“the
anointed one of Jehovah"—had been cap-
tured. Now God would turn his attention to
sinful Edom.—4:1-22.

Jehovah alone gives true hope amid
sorrow. Jeremiah realized this, for he
pleaded: “Remember, O Jehovah, what has
happened to us.” ‘Foreigners occupy our
houses. We bear the consequences of our
forefathers’ error, and mere boys carry fire-
wood in forced labor.” Yet, Jeremiah hopes
for mercy, praying: “Bring us back, O Jeho-
vah, to yourself, and we shall readily come
back.”"—5:1-22.

Reflect, then, on these lessons taught
in Lamentations: Sin does not bring joy,
Goad is righteous in punishing sinners, and
responsible ones are guilty if they do not
condemn wrongdoing. We should patient-
ly hope in Jehovah, confident that divine
mercy comes because of true repentance,
whereas we can bring destruction upon our-
selves through willful sin. This inspired book
also convinces us that Jehovah alone gives
true hope amid sorrow.

BIBLE TEXTS EXAMINED

0O 1:15—‘Jehovah had trodden the very wine-
press belonging to the virgin daughter of Judah’
because he had decreed and allowed what hap-
pened. “The virgin daughter of Judah” was Je-
rusalem, thought to be like an inviolate woman.
When the Babylonians destroyed that capital city
of Judah in 607 B.C.E., there was great blood-
shed, comparable to the squeezing of juice from
grapes in a winepress. Jehovah will see to it that
Christendom, antitypical Jerusalem, is similarly
crushed.

0 2:6— God’s “booth” was the temple in Jeru-
salem. When that sanctuary was devastated by
the Babylonians, he was allowing it to be ‘treated
violently,” like a mere hut in a garden. Such a
temporary shelter from the hot sun is torn down.

0 3:16— One calamity that Jehovah allowed
to come upon unfaithful Jerusalem as a conse-
quence of the city’s fall to the Babylonians is
described in the words, “With gravel he makes my
teeth get broken.” Apparently, when the Israelites
were on their way into exile, they had to bake

bread in pits dug in the ground. Therefore, the
bread came to contain grit, and a person eating
such bread could break off part of his teeth.

0O 4:3—The cruelty of mothers toward their
children is here contrasted with the maternal care
provided by jackals. Though jackals may be con-
sidered savage beasts, even they ‘present the
udder and suckle their cubs.” Because of great
food shortages in besieged Jerusalem, famished
Jewish women became cruel in that they had no
milk to give their offspring and actually ate their
own children to stay alive. (Lamentations 2:20)
Thus, the women also became like ostriches that
lay their eggs and abandon them.

0O 5:7—The Jews of Jeremiah’s day had to
bear the errors of their forefathers, but this does
not mean that Jehovah directly punishes children
for the sins of their parents. Actually, the bad
consequences of wrongdoing are felt by later gen-
erations. (Jeremiah 31:29, 30) We therefore do
well to remember that we must personally render
an account to God.— Romans 14:12.
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Questions From Readers

* Did sick and crippled individuals actually get healed in the
disturbed waters of Bethzatha, as John 5:2-7 suggests? And
if so, by what power did those miracles occur?

Actually, the account at John 5:
2-9 does not establish whether
a number of miraculous healings
occurred at a pool in ancient Jeru-
salem. The only miracle that we
can be sure took place there
was the one performed by Jesus
Christ when he healed a man who
for 38 years had been sick. We
can accept this miracle, for the
report of it is in the inspired Scrip-
tures. (2 Timothy 3:16) But many
in Jerusalem back then believed
that other miracles had occurred
at that spot, even as many today
believe that miraculous cures oc-
cur at shrines.

Note what the Bible does say,
and what it really does not say:
“Now in Jerusalem at the sheep-
gate there is a pool designated in
Hebrew Bethzatha, with five col-
onnades. In these a multitude of
the sick, blind, lame and those
with withered members, was lying
But a certain man
was there who had been in his
sickness for thirty-eight years.
Seeing this man lying down, and
being aware that he had already
been sick a long time, Jesus said
to him: ‘Do you want to become
sound in health? The sick man
answered him: ‘Sir, Ido not have a
man to put me into the pool when
the water is disturbed; but while |
am coming another steps down
ahead of me.’ Jesus said to him:
‘Get up, pick up your cot and walk.’
With that the man immediately
became sound in health, and he
picked up his cot and began to
walk.”—John 5:2-9.

The pool referred to was near
the “sheepgate,” which evidently
was in northeastern Jerusalem
close to the temple mount. (Nehe-
miah 3:1; 12:39) Recent excava-

tions have uncovered evi-
dence of two ancient pools,
with fragments of columns
and bases that indicate that
a building having colon-
nades existed there in Hero-
dian times, as John 5:2 says.
But what did people back
then think might occur here?

Observe the dash in the
above quotation of John 5:
2-9. Some Bibles include an
extra passage that is num-
bered John 5:4. That ad-
dition says something like:
“For an angel of the Lord
would come down into the
pool from season to season
and disturb the water; the first
one then to step in after the dis-
turbance of the water would be-
come sound in health from what-
ever disease it was by which he
was afflicted.”

However, a number of modern
Bibles, including the New World
Translation of the Holy Scriptures,
omit this passage. Why? Because
in all probability it was not in
John’s Gospel. A footnote in The
Jerusalem Bible observes that the
“best withesses” omit this pas-
sage. The “best witnesses” meant
are ancient Greek manuscripts,
such as the Codex Sinaiticus and
the Vatican 1209 (both of the 4th
century C.E.), and early versions
in Syriac and Latin. After mention-
ing ‘the absence of verse 4 from
the best manuscript texts,” The
Expositors Bible Commentary
adds: “It is generally regarded as
a gloss that was introduced to ex-
plain the intermittent agitation of
the water, which the populace
considered to be a potential
source of healing.”

So the Bible does not really say

Pictorial Archive (Near Eastern History) Est.

that an angel from God performed
miracles at the pool of Bethzatha.
Well, did miraculous healings oc-
cur when the water was dis-
turbed? No one today can say for
sure. Maybe a tradition somehow
developed that ill or crippled per-
sons had been healed there. Once
stories of supposed healings
spread, desperate persons hoping
to be cured may have begun con-
gregating there. We know that
this has occurred at various loca-
tions in our time, even when there
is no documented proof of divine
healings.

We should not, though, be skep-
tical about the healing that the
Son of God performed at the pool
of Bethzatha. Why, without even
entering the water, the man was
instantly cured by the Great Phy-
sician. His documented ability to
do this should give us reason to
look forward to the healings that
he will perform during the ap-
proaching Millennium. He will heal
and help faithful humans back to
perfection. — Revelation 21:4, 5;
22:1, 2.
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NO

Further
Complaints
About the
Music

eighbors used to complain about the

music played through the loudspeaker
system at a junior high school in Fukuoka
Prefecture, Japan. Then ayouth took the
Kingdom Melodies cassettes to school. Af-
ter listening to them, the teacher said:
'This is good music. You may play the
tapes over the school loudspeaker sys-
tem." Since then the students, teachers,
and even the neighbors have been listen-
ing to the Kingdom Melodies for 10 min-
utes every morning and 25 minutes during
lunch breaks. And there have been no
further complaints about the music!



